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Abscess,  psoas,  case  of,  78  ;  lumbar,  323; 
of  the  cerebrum,  376 

Absorption,  secretion,  &c.,  59 

Air,  highly-condensed,  effects  of  on  the 
body,  129  ;  machine  for  purifying  the, 
366 

Albiiny  Medical  College,  cliniques  of,  279, 
322  ;  visit  to,  51  ti 

Albinos,  muliiplication  of,  465  ;  exhibition 
of,  in  Boston,  486 

Aldrich,  Dr.  L.  Gonorrhoea  dormientium, 
483 

Allahabad  jail,  surgeon's  report,  297 

Allen,  Dr.  J.  A.  Biographical  sketch  of 
Dr.  Ebenezer  Huntington,  517 

Alum  in  lead  colic,  188 

American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Scien- 
ces, index  to,  186 

Anatomical  plates,  valuable,  126;  alias, 
345 

Anatomy,  Dr  Lewis's  school  for  teaching, 
284  ;  and  Physiolofiy,  for  schools,  523 

Animal  food,  (>6  ;  subslatices,  new  preser- 
vative for,  188  ;  heat,  93,  246,  268 

Arm,  torn  offal  shoulder  joint,  128 

Army,  U.  S.,  report  of  the  Surgeon-Gene- 
ral, 484 

Arnott's  hydrostatic  bed,  modification  of, 
159 

Asthma,  its  nature,  causes  and  treatment, 
J89,  209  ;  caused  by  ipecacuanha,  229, 
411,460,  501;  treated  by  ipecacuanha, 
284,  4(50,  501 

Atkinson,  Dr.  B.  Case  of  inguinal  hernia, 
475 

Auscultation,  obstetric,  treatise  on,  323 

Baltimore,  introductory  lectures  at,  341 

Bartlett,  Profes.-or  E.,  24 

Barton,  Dr.  L.  Inoculation  with  tubercu- 
Jous  matter,  301 

Batcheller,  Dr.  J.  Memoir  of  Dr.  Luke 
Howe,  196 

Baths,  hydro-medicated,  204 

Beard,  the  growth  of,  medically  consider- 
ed, 256 


Bell,  Sir  Charles,  compliment  to,  286 
Belladonna  in  diseases  of  the  eye,  432 
Bennington  Co.  (Vt.)  Medical  Society,  146 
Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  444 
Bethlem  Hospital,  statistic.^  of,  28 
Birds,  enormous,  bones  of,  447 
Bladder,  extraction  of  leathern   cord  from,. 

128 
Blisters,  employment  of,  77 
Bloodletting,  remarks  on,  390 
Boils,  treatment  of,  347 
Books,  new  medical,  208,  224,  228,  348, 

368,  387,  503 
Boots,  scientifi'-,  226 

Boston,  Medical  Association,    146;  Luna- 
tic Asylum,  ;!03  ;  medical    school,   447; 

mortality  of,  524  ;  catalogue  of  medical 

students,  525 
Botanico-medical  lectures,  405 
Bowdoin  Colb'^ie,  medical  department,  363. 
Brachial  artery,   wounded    in  venesection,. 

157 
Breast,  on  painful  affection  of  the,  426, 
British  Scientific  Association,  326 
Bronchus,  foreign  body  in  the,  21 
Brown,  Dr.   J.    B.     Case    of  pes  equinua 

varus,  498 
Biicklin,  Dr.  Thomas,  biographical  notice 

of,  458 

Calculi  in  St.  George's  Hospital,  366 
Calvarium,  long  issue  on  the,  64 
Cancer,   statistics   of,   142;  of  the  breast, 
case,  160;  new  treatise  on,  242  ;  of  the 
lower  lip,  operati"on  for,  309 
Capen,  Dr.  R.     Reply  to  Dr.  Reese's  chal- 
lenge, 302 
Carpenter's  (Dr.  W.  B.)  Human  Physiolo- 

sy-103 

Carr's  (Dr.  E.   S.)    Introductory   Lecture, 

183 
Ca.stleton   Medical  College,  386,  447,  486 
Castration  for  seminal  weakness,  10,96,97 
Cathartic  medicine,  a  new,  386 
Cerebrum,  abscess  of  the,  376 
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Chapin,  Dr.  J.  B.  Dissertation  on  asthma, 
18i),  '209 

CliJirlesion,  S.  C,  board  of  health,  86 

Chfiinisiry  iipplied  to  the  food  of  man,  409 

Children,  treatise  on  the  diseases  of,  222, 
40;^,  463  ;  clinical  ward  for  diseases  of, 
28() ;  epilepsy  in,  463 

China,  Dr.  Parker's  hospital  in,  418; 
smallpox  and  vaccination  in,  466;  medi- 
cal missionary  lio.spital  in,  506 

Chloride  of  lime  in  cancerous  breast,  160 

Cholera  at  .Madura,  1(>5 

Chorea,  remarks  <m,  4i)3 

Cliurcliill's  Theory  and  Practice  of  Mid- 
wifery, U>4 

Cijiar  smoking,  evils  of,  162 

Clerical  pr»"scription,  346 

Cleveland  Medical  College,  .527 

Club-foot,  operation  fi)r  cure  of,  498 

Cod-liver  oil  iti  phthisis,  187 

Colchiciim  in  gout,  419 

Colica  pictonuin,  76,  188 

Colored  physician,  a,  345 

Columbian  College,  a|)pointment  in,  146 

Conger,  Dr.  G.   Case  nf  siipei-fopiation,2l6 

Consumption,  treated  by  emetics,  106; 
cod-liver  oil  in,  187  ;  and  goitre,  antago- 
nism fif,  1(>6  ;  atrophy  of  the  heart  in, 
338  ;  M.  Louis's  Researches  on,  469 

Convulsions,  puerperal,  69 

Cook,  Dr.  S  A.  Case  of  placental  pre- 
sentation, 314 

(yopland's  Medical  Dictionary,  267 

Copper  in  organic  tissues,  428 

Cortland  C<i   (N.  Y.)  Medical  Society,  307 

Costiveness,  fital  disease  originating  in,  199 

Counter-irritation,  powerful,  64 

Coventry's  (Dr.  C.  B.)  Introductory  Lec- 
ture, 464,  491 

Creosote,  use  of,  122 

Crimes,  by  a  honroeopathic  practitioner,  424 

Crosby.  Dr.  D.  New  Hampshire  Medical 
Institution,  339 

Crosby,  Dr.  J.  Case  of  seminal  weak- 
ness,  10 

Croswel,  Dr.  T.,  death  of,  507 


X  nomsoman,  mi 

Delaware  Medical  Society,  326,  360 

Delirium  tremens,  394 

Dental  ingenuity,  305  ;  controversy,  465 

Dental  Intelligencer,  524 

Dental  Science,  Ameri(-an  Journal  of,  244 

Dentist,  a  graduated,  embarkation  of,  228 

Dentists,  the  way  some  persons  become 
such,  452;  travelling,  504 

Diabetes,  use  of  bread  in,  245 

Diarrhoea,  epidemic,  in  London,  366;  in 
consumption.  472 

Diet,  Davidson's  Treatise  on,  2^5  ;  vege- 
table, effects  of,  346 


Dietaries  for  children,  57 

Digestion,  experiments  on  the  physiology 
of,  37 

Dislocation  of  fore-arm  outwards,  168 

Dissector,  the,  362  ;  the  Dissector's  Guide, 
464 

District  of  Columbia,  Medical  Society  of, 
487 

Dixon,  Dr.  E.  H.  Operations  for  eleva- 
tion of  the  lower  eyelid,  397 

Doctors,  old,  at  the  north  and  south,  68; 
the  three  German,  239 

Dorrance,  Dr.  G.  The  mulatto  not  a  hy- 
brid, 81 

Dropsy,  ovarian,  28,  266.  289,  402,  424, 
528;  general,  relieved  by  diuretics  and 
hydragogues,  392 

Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  report  of,  176 

Duodenum,  fatal  case  of  perforation  of,  34 

Dupuytren,  surgical  treatment  of,  31 1 

Dysentery  from  ergot  of  rye,  168;  hercu- 
lean treatment  of,  306 

Education,  medical,  in  the  United  States, 
329,  343 

Elliotson's  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine, 285,  3()2  ;  review  of,  'Mid 

Ellsworth,  Dr.  P.  W.  Tetanus  and  sec- 
tion of  the  median  nerve,  232 

Emetics,  as  restoratives,  88;  in  phthidis, 
106 

Emphysema,  pulmonary,  as  a  cause  of 
death,  420 

Empiricism  among  physicians,  491 

England,  physicians'  accounts  in,  365;  ar- 
my and  navy  medical  service,  385 

Epilepsy,  statistics  of,  169;  in  childhood, 
461 

Erie  County  Almshouse,  cases  treated  at, 
389 

Erysipelas,  quinine  in,  88;  sulphate  of  iron 
in,  108;  and  puerperal  peritonitis,  489 

Etiquette,  professional,  440 

Eunuchs,  Egyptian,  46 

Exercise,  rest,  Ac,  experiments  on,  49 

Eye,  rheumatic  inflammation  of  the,  429 

Eyelid,  lower,  depression  of — operations, 
397 

Eyes,  action  of  belladonna  and  hyoscyamus 
on  the,  268 

Fever,    at    Rondout,    character  of,    126, 
306;  intermittent,    in    Tartary,    165;  at 
Lane  Seminary,  346  ;  intermittent,  390  ; 
treated  by  sinapisms  to  the  spine,  391 
Fevers  in  country  towns,  359 
Fingers,  cut  off,  re-union  of,  448 
Fiske  Fund  prize  dissertations  of  the  Rhode 
Isbind   Medical  Society,  No.  VIII  ,  189, 
209 
Flagg,  Dr.  J.   F.     Massachusetts    Homoeo- 
pathic   F"raterriity,   258  ;  metallic  pastes 
for  filling  teeth,  3f>2 ;  ipecac,  and  asth- 
ma, 501 
Flint,  Dr.   A.     Cases  treated  at  the  Erie 
County  Almshouse,  389 


INDEX. 


Fcetation,  extra  uterine,  case  of,  9  ;  super- 
fetation,  case  of,  216 
Foetus,  in  Fallopian  tube,  32 
Forceps  case,  468 
Foreign  bodies  in  vital  parts  of  the  system, 

FrSfure,  of  the  metacarpal  bone^'  /^S J 
.nnp.ratus  for,  Rayn.ond  s,  364  ,  o  the 
spine,  extension  in,  (K)  ;  compound  and 
oblique,  treatment,  509 

Gallnp,  Dr.  J.  A.,  on  intus-susceptio  89 
GaltV  (Dr.  J.  M.)  Practical  Medicne,  344 
Gastroenteritis,  epidemic  ol,  oW 
Geoh.-rical  curiosity,  26 
German  doctors,  tl'^  three,  23J 
Gestation,  prolonged  period  of  iUb 
Gettysbiirs  Medical  Inslitnte,  lUo 
Gibson's  (Dr.   W.)  Introductory   Lecture, 

384 
Glaucoma,  226  .  ,  -p^.  . 

Goitre  and  tubercle,  antagonism  of,  16b  , 

in  Tartary,  425 
Gonorriicea  dormientiunr.,  4W,  p^l 
Goode,  Dr.  T.     The   Hot  Springs  of  Vir- 

ffinia,  141  -        ,        inn 

Gout,  cokhicum  in,  419 ;  in  1^«'"»'«^' f.\. 
Graduates,  medical,  in  B"«'-"' f '  •*J^.'  ^ 

Castlet.m,  380  ;    at  Pittsfield,  444  ,    at 

Yale  ClIeRe,  526  ,.     ,  c     •  . 

Grafton  (N.  H.)  District   Medical  Society, 

Gray,  Dr.  H.  C.     Visit  to  medical  schools, 

Green,  Dr.  C,  on  epidemic  influenzas,  109 


Hfemoptysis  in  consumption,  471 
Ha^morrhafie,  simple  treatment  of,  348  ,  al- 
ter delivery,  426 
Hahnemann,  death  of,  27,  86 
Harlan,  Dr.  R.,  death  of,  386 
Harrison's  (Dr.    J.   P.)   Introductory   Dis- 
course, 461,  503  .   , 
Hayes,   Dr.    H.     Wounding   the    brachial 

artery  in  venesection,  157 
Haves    Dr.  J.     Case  of  p«oas  abscess   78 
Ilcald'  M.  C.     Southern  winter's  residence 

H^n^^a^ophV^S  in  phthisis,  388,  Ma„u- 

al  of  Diseases  of  the,  344 
Heat,  animal,  93,246,  368  •„  0,7 

Healon,  Dr.  G.  Radical  cure  of  hernia,  217 
Hemicrania,  ammonia  in,  248 
Hemiplegia,  case  of,  56,  396;  caused  by 

disease  of  the  nerves,  468 

Hereditary  diseases,  163 

Hernia,  radical  cure  of,  217;  strangulated 
congenital,  reduced  en  masse,  34 J  ,  in- 
guinal, operation,  475,  o25 

Hill,  Dr.  O.     Necrosis  oftheskull,  irJ 

Hip-joint,  inflammation  of,2r>3 

Hilchcock.  Dr^  A.  Case  of  abscess  of  the 
cerebrum,  376  rt^,\-  ,     „-c 

Holmes,  Dr.  O.  VV.  Review  of  Elhotson  s 
Principles  and  Practice,  369 


Homoeopathy,  in  a  court  of  law,  86  ,  expe- 
riments,  1-58  ;  uncourteous  plea  for,  184  , 
in  the  Wells  Union,  England.  446 ;  Dr. 
Coventry's  remarks  on,  492  ;  Dr.  !•  lagg  a 
remarks  on,  258, 501 ;  Homoeopathic  Ex- 
aminer, 224  ;  homoeopathic  cliallenge,  by 
Dr  Reese,  225;  Homoeopathic  Frater- 
nity of  Massachusetts,  226,  2.%;  review 
of  Curtis  &  Lillie's  Epitome,  269;  Dr. 
Capen's   reply  to  Dr.  Reese  s  challenge, 

302 
Horses,  surgical  operations  on,  205 
Howe,  Dr  Luke,  memoir  of,  litb 
Hubbard,  Dr.  G.     Extraordinary  retention 

of  the  placenta,  338  .  .     ,       .•        e 

Huntington,  Dr.  E.,  biographical  notice  of. 

Husbandry,  employment   of  women   and 

children  in,  99 
Hydatids  in  pregnancy,  444 
Hydrocele,  treated   by    acupuncture,  ^00  , 

encysted,  observations  on,  408 

India  Medical  Journal,  184 
Indian  hemp,  resinous  extract  of,  4^ 
Indiana  Medical  Institute,  26 
Influenzas,  epidemic,  109 
Insanity,  the  plea  of  in  criminal  cases    14  , 
proportional    recoveries    from,  *n  Oh'o, 
519  ;  statistics  of,  504  ;  causes  of,  504  ; 
at  Bethlem  Hospital, 28  ;  different  causes 
of  in  France,  405 
Insane,  colony  of  at   Gheel,   in   Belgium, 

333  405 
Intestinal  villi,  structure   and  function  of 

the,  348 
Intus-suscepfio,  remarks  on,«Vi 
Invalids,  insurance  on  the  lives  oj,  164 
Ipecacuanha,  producing  asthma,  ^^9,  411, 
460,501  ;  fur  the  relief  of  asthma,  ^«4, 

501 
Iron,  hydrated  peroxide  of,  in  poisoning, 

288 


Jefferson  Medical  College,  m 
Jews,  hospital  for  at  Berlin,  4io 
Joints,   Cooper  on   dislocations  and   frac- 
tures of,  443 

Kemper  College,  in  Mis8f.uri,  105 
Kidneys,  scrofulous  ulceration  of  the,  5  4 
Knee-joint,  enlargement-amputation,  171 
Knowdy  gum,  in  New  Zealand,  367 
KnowltL,  Dr.  C.     Scirrhus  of  the  pancre- 
as, 379 

Labor,  complicated  with  convulsions,  69  ; 

case  of  placental  presentation,  314  ,  tar- 

dv    tartar  emetic  in,  328 
Lacing,  light,  productive  "f^^^f'-^^'ly ' ^5*g 

influence  in  prnducins  consumption,  475 
Lead,  efl-ects  of,  76  ;  alum  for   188 
Leonard,    Dr.    J.    P.      Bloodletting,   399. 

chorea,  453 
Leucorrhoea,  a  monograph  on,  1*^ 


INDEX. 


Lindsly,  Dr.  H.  Case  of  extra-utcrino  foe- 
tati(in,9  ;  monograph  on  leucorrhre-i,  14!) 

Liquid  form  of  medicines,  advanluKes  of 
llie,  4<J8 

Lobelia,  extract  of,  278 

London  coroner,  fees  of  a.  187 

Lucifer  matclies,  death  from  swalloxvin<' 
526  " 

Lunatics,  non-restraint  of,  in  England,  133 

Lungs,  diseases  of  the,  in  factories,  505 

Madness,  singular,  of  a  naval  captain,  308 
Magnesia,  Henry  s,  468 

Magnetism,  animal,  Deleuze's Practicalln- 
striiction  in,  145 

Marshall,  Dr.  J.,  on  emasculation  for  semi- 
nal weakness,  96 

Massachusetts,  Medical  College,  graduates, 
bo,  106;  Medical  Society,  Counsellors' 
meeting,  203;  revised  statutes  of  the 
felate,  404  ;  General  Hospital,  donation 
to,  405 

Masturbation,  productive  of  seminal  weak- 
ness. 10.260,482,521 

Medical  Times,  the,  163;  Medical  E.xam- 
iner,  524 

Meningitis,  tubercular,  473 

Menstruation,  effect  of  on  lactation  165- 
in  consumption,  473  '         ' 

Mesmerism,  in  .Alabama,  25;  lectures  on 
4(16,  504 ;  and  phrenology,  249,  318,  422' 

Metacarpal  bones,  fracture  of  the,  459 
Metamorphosis,  on  the  doctrine  of  49 
Metasta.sis,  remarks  on,  116,  173    ' 
Midwife,  handy-work  of  a,  .363 
Midwifery,    at  Dublin  Lying-in   Hospital 

176;  Dublin   Practice  "of,  223;  case  of 

468  ' 

Milk,  experiments  on,  413 
Milk-sickness,  causes  of,  445 
Miraculous  medicines,  306 
Miscellany  medical,  47,  67,  87    106    l'>7 

U7   167,   137,  207,  226,  267,  287',  307,' 

347,367,407.427,467,507 
Mistake,  anatomical,  525 
Moorman,     Dr.    J.    J.       White     Sulphur 

Springs,  434 
Mortality  in  1343,  507 
Motor  nerves,  diseases  of  the,  365 
Mulatto,  the,  alleged  to    bo   a  hybrid,  29  ; 

reply  to,  81 

Nashville,  Medical  Society  of,  26 
Natchez,  Medical  Society  of,  105 
Naval  surgeons,  prospects  of,  133,  147;  ap- 
pointments  of,  186;    benefits   conferred 
by,  166 
Negroes,  white,  exhibition  of,  465,  486 
Nervous  system,  work  on  the,  406 
Neuralgia,  continental  treatment  of,  188 
Neuology,  experiments  in,  224 
New   Hampshire    Mcdiral    Society,    anni- 
versary, I2;5  ;  Medical    Institution,   325, 


New  Orleans  Hospital  reports,  186 
New  York,   Hospital    School  of  Medicine, 
26;  State  Lunatic   .A.sylum,    45;    Jour- 
nal of  Medicine,  126  ;  visit   to   medical 
schools,   516:    (Iravel  Infirmary,    .525; 
Fair  at  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  528 
Niles,  E.  M.,  obituary  notice  of,  347 
Nitric  acid,  caution  respecting,  203 
North,  Dr.  M.  L.     \J>>f  of  creo.sote,  122 
Nye,  Dr  J.  M.     Case  of  scrofulous  ulcer- 
ation of  the  kidneys,  514 

Obstetric  physiology,  a  cutiositj  in,  32 
Ohio,    Medical    Colh'^jes    in,    185;    State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  508  ;  legislature  of,  506 
Oliver's  (Dr.  D.)  Physiology,  223 
Operation,  plastic,  53  ;  surgical,  68 
Opiilhalmia,  nitrate  of  silver  in,  236;    go- 
norrhoea!, treatment  of,  248 
Osteo-sarcoma,  operation  f)r,  ?4\ 
Ovarium,    dropsiral,    removal   of,  28    266 

239,402,424,523 
Ovum  of  man  and  the  marnmifera,  363 

Paine,  Dr.  M.  Chemistry  Applied  to  the 
food  of  man,  4(19;  his  Materia  Medica, 
204;   his  Introductory  Lecture,  329,  343 

Pancreas,  scirrlms  of  the,  379 

Paralysis,  long-continued,  207;  remarks  on 
a  peculiar  form  of,  44i) 

Pa.stes,  metallic,  f.ir  filling  teeth,  382 

Patriarchs,  age  of  the,  3()4 

Patterson,  Dr.  A.  Asthma  produced  by 
ipecacuanlin,  411 

Pelvis,  relaxation  of  articulations  after  de- 
livery, 165 

Pereira's  Treatise  on  Food  and   Diet,  64 

Peritonitis,  strumous,  treatment  of,  167 

Pharmacy.  American  Journal  of,  324 

Philadelphia,  visit  to  medical  schools,  516; 
Medical  Society  of  .')23 

Phlegmasia  dolen's,  I(i6  ;  pathology  of,  83 

Phonotyptic  Journal,  365 

Phrenology  and  Mesmerism,  422 

Phrenological  chart,  364 

Phreno-magnetism,  remarks  on,  249,  313, 

Phthisis,  atrophy  of  the  heart  in,  388  ;  M. 

Louis's  Researches  on,  469 
PhymosiHarid  paraphymosis,  treatment,327 
Physician,  the,  a  reliever  of  siift'ering,  461 
Physiology,  new  work  on,  for  schools.' 224  • 

Oliver's,  223;  Lane's,  523 
Piles,  relief  from,  .idS 
Pilula  ferri  composita,  247 
Placenta,    extraordinary  retention    of  the. 

Placental  presentation,  case  of.  314 
Plague,  contagiousness  of,  125 
Plastic  operations,  lecture  on,  .53 
Pneumonia  and  consumption,  472 
Poisoning,  Ly  arsenic,  cure,  233  ;  by  meato 

biiiter.  Ac,  445;  alleged  casein  Maine. 

507, 525  , 

Polypus,  uterine,  case  of,  80 


INDEX. 


Pregnancy,  two  years  after  cessation  of  the 
menses,   365;    with   hydatids,   442;    in 
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Prescriptions,  metliods  of  writing,  505 
Pressure,  iDi'chaiiieal,  in  the  system,  353 
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Richmond,  Va.  Medical  Collego  of,  146 
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Rumination  in  man,  148 
Russian  physician,  visit  to  Guy's  Hospital, 
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Saratoga  Springs,  144 

Scalp,  singular  disease  of  the,  108 
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the  West,  62 

Scirrhus  of  the  pancreas,  379 
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Senna,  fluid  extract  of,  247 
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Snakes  and  snake-bites  at  the  south-west, 
40 

Southern  winter's  residence  for  invalids, 
259 

Spermatorrhoea,  causes  of,  433,  521 

Spine,  deformed,  mechanical  treatment  of, 
416 

Spleen,  the  office  of  the,  59 

Sprains,  treatment  of,  173 

Springs,  the  Hot,  in  Virginia,  22,  141  ;  the 
Blue  Lick,  in  Kentucky,  43  ;  the  White 
Sulphur,  in  Virginia,  82,  434  ;  the  Sara- 
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Stearin e,  preparation  of,  325 

Stewart's  (Dr.  F.  C.)  Hospitals  and  Sur- 
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Stockbridge,  Dr.  W.  Snakes  and  snake- 
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408 

Sulphur-fume  baths,  262 

Surgeon-general,  report  of  the,  484 

Surgical  adjuster,  243 

Sympathy  and  metastasis,  remarks  on,  116 
178,  235 

Syphilis,  cases  of,  393 

Syringe  for  the  mouth,  406 
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Tartar  emetic  in  tardy  labor,  328 
Teeth,  causes  of  decay  in  the,    18;  alma- 
nac, 505  ;  tartar  on  the,   201  ;  metallic 
pastes  for  filling,  382 
Tennessee,  Medical  Society  of  203 
Testes,  treatise  on  diseases  of  the,  285 
Tetanus,  division  of  the  nerve,  232 
Thomas,  Dr.  T.  K,  jr.     Fatal  disease  ori- 
ginating in  costiveness,  199  ;  inflamma- 
tion of  hip-joint,  253 
Thomsonian  honorary  degrees,  444 
Thoroughwort,  extract  of,  278 
Tic  douloureux,  ammonia  in,  248 
Tobacco,  smoking  of,  162,  448 
Trachea,  fatal  rupture  of  tiie,  27 
Trees  of  America,  proposed  work  on,  185 
Truss,  uterine,  127 

Tuberculous  matter,  inoculation  with,  301 
Tumor,  carpal  and  palmar,  281  ;  vascular, 
on  the  cheek,  282  ;  vascular,  on  the  chin, 
322  ;  of  the  abdomen,  removal,  323  ;  of 
the  uterus,  494 
Turner,  Dr.  U.  Asthma  caused  by  ipe- 
cacuanha, 229 

Urine,  incontinence  of,   166;  retention    of, 
with  stricture  and  enlarged  prostate,  205 
Uterus,  excision  of  the,  494 

Vaccination,  introduced  into  Persia,  352  ; 
in  China,  466;  and  subsequent  inocula- 
tion, 478 

Vagina,  rupture  of  the,  219 

Vanilla  infusion,  266 

Venesection,  wounding  of  artery  in,  157 

Vermont,  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  245, 305  ; 
Medical  Society,  506 

Veterinary  Medical  Association,  446 

Vocal  apparatus,  affection   of,  388 

Voice,  remedy  for  loss  of,  385 
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the,  48  ;  visit  to  Grafenburg,  164  ;  diet 
at  the  table  d'hote  of  Priessnitz,  308  ;  in 
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By  Harv'.y  Lin'U:ly.  1/1. h,  Iv'>f>:ssor  of  O'/sJotri'-  Mfjdkiri*  in  the  Colttnib;;^,  'Jo.'.vr;^   '.V^^.h. 

irigtori,  D.  O, 

rf;o/(];ritifii':;»t<:'l  for  ttc;  JJ'^ftton  MciJical  and  Huriii'.a!  J'/urnal,] 

On  tJir;  |)>th  in-.t...  Jiljout  7.  P.  .M.,  I  v/;)v  f;;jll':d  'iti  Ijy  I.  .M..  -a-Ijo  itj- 
fomiofj  tfic  ifial  hi .  '.vif';  was  in  c/.tr'.rn';  (j;iiri  from  a  sevfjre  attack  of 
colic,  atifl  rf;(jij'--.l'-'l  ruy  itrirncdialc  all'-ndancc.  (^  [jon  arriving  at  her 
residence,  I  iuuml  licr  v.ritbiriL^  in  agony  with  pairj,  as  she  said,  in  her 
bowols,  afi(]  wliiclj  had  tlicri  continued  ahout  tfircc  \inun.  The  abdomen 
was  considerably  swollen  anri  terjde-r  to  tfje  touch — ttie  smface  rather 
cold  and  bedewed  witli  a  clarnrny  sweat — the  stomach  nauseated,  but  not 
attended  with  vomiting — and  llie  yjatienl  generally,  very  restless.  She 
said  that  she  had  been  as  well  as  usual  during  the  day,  and  bad  discharged 
her  ordiriary  ljous(;hold  fluties  without  difficulty  until  about  4  o'clcx;k, 
P.  M.,  when  the  pain  with  v/hich  she  was  now  suff'erin;/  commenced. 
She  asserted  that  she  was  not  [jregnant,  ari'l  had  not  been  i'dr  the  last  ten 
years,  ihougli  she  had  not  menstruated  for  the  preceding  two  rnonthrs. 
She  [Kjssessed  a  good  constitution,  generally  erijoyed  gfxjd  health,  about 
.'30  years  of  age,  and  had  had  but  one  child,  wfio  was  now  ten   years  old. 

I  (jrescribed  [jills  of  0[jium  and  camphor,  to  Ijc  r:ontinuer]  till  ific;  p:nri 
was  conlrrjiled,  and  stimulating  frictions  to  the  extremities  for  the  purpose 
of  exffiting  cutaneous  action. 

At  7  o'clock,  next  morning,  tlie  husband  informed  me  that  his  wife 
(whom  I  liad  not  seen  a  second  time,  as  she-  livd  a  considerable  distance 
from  my  residence^  had  been  much  reliev-d  of  her  pain  by  the  pills,  hut 
was  in  a  very  low  arul  critical  coriflition.  b'pf;n  arriving  at  her  bouse,  at 
8  o'clock,  I  ibijnd  her  dead — having  expired  a  few  minutes  before. 

At  12  (/clock,  I  marie  a  po.it-moriem  examination,  in  the  presence  of 
my  office  students.  The  alnJomen  was  very  much  swollen,  hiit  present- 
ed no  symptoms  of  tympanitis  upon  percussion.  When  the  abdominal 
parietes  were  divided,  a  large  rjuantity  of  blood  escaped,  and  upon  ex- 
amination the  whole  cavity  was  found  to  be  filled  with  it — wfiile  several 
large  coagula  were  scooped  out  from  its  lowf;r  [larl.  All  the  viscera 
of  the  abdomen  appeared  perfectly  healthy.  VVfjr^n  the  hlr/jr]  was  nearly 
all  removed,  and  the  intestines  retracted,  the  cause  of  all  this  mi-cfiief 
was  immediately  perceived,  in  the  .shape  of  a  well-formed  frjetus  of  about 
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two  monllis,  laying  loose  in  the  pelvis,  and  connected  to  its  placenta  by  a 
cold  of  the  ordinary  length.  It  was  an  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  the  foe- 
tus being  obviously  contained  in  the  Fallopian  tube  of  the  left  side, 
which  had  just  burst  from  the  increased  size  of  its  contents,  and  had  thus 
given  rise  to  the  fatal  hemorrhage.  The  uterus  was  slightly  enlarged, 
and  upon  slitting  it  open,  was  found  lined  with  the  membrana  decidua, 
which,  according  to  our  standard  authors,  is  usually  found  in  such  cases. 
fVasIwigton,  July  llth,  1843. 


SEMINAL   WEAKNESS— CASTRATION. 

[Communicated  for  the  Hostoii  Medical  and  Surgical  .Journal.] 

November  5,   1842,  I  was  called   to  visit  Mr.   ,  aged  22  years, 

whose  health  had  been  declining  for  more  than  six  years.  He  had  se- 
cluded himself  almost  entirely  from  society,  and  even  from  his  family — 
had  not  eaten  with  them  for  four  years — had  not  been  in  the  street  more 
than  twice  for  two  years,  and  for  the  last  year  had  kept  himself  mostly 
in  bed.  1  found  him  pale,  trembling  and  dejected — pulse  frequent  and 
feeble — appetite  bad — digestion  impaired,  and  rather  emaciated.  At  first 
he  was  unwilling  to  give  much  account  of  himself,  but  after  a  few  visits 
I  obtained  the  following  history  of  his  case.  About  the  age  of  13  years 
he  began  to  masturbate,  and,  urged  by  his  companions,  he  practised  it 
some  time  before  he  produced  an  emission.  After  this  he  continued  the 
habit  more  and  more  frequently,  until  be  would  perform  the  operation 
every  day  for  several  weeks  in  succession,  and  very  often  twice  a  day. 
At  the  age  of  16  his  health  was  so  much  impaired  he  was  obliged  to  sus- 
pend all  labor  and  active  exercise,  and  had  not  been  able,  at  the  time  1 
first  saw  him,  to  resume  either.  After  this  time  he  says  he  did  not  prac- 
tise masturbation  mur.h^  but  had  been  constantly  troubled  with  involuntary 
discharges — that  the  emissions  had  become  painful  and  extremely  pros- 
tratins:.  T  learned  from  his  friends  that  he  had  been  attacked  twice  with 
furious  delirium — both  attacks  were  of  short  duration — had  frequently  se- 
creted himself  from  his  family,  so  that  they  were  alarmed  with  fears  that 
he  would  commit  suicide. 

During  the  first  four  years  of  his  sickness  he  was  drugged  with  all 
sorts  of  medicines,  for  all  .sorts  of  diseases,  by  all  sorts  of  doctors,  and  all 
the  time  grew  worse,  no  one  ever  having  suggested  to  him  the  true  na- 
ture of  his  disease  or  the  cause  of  it. 

With  very  little  expectation  of  benefiting  him  with  medicine,  I  pre- 
scribed bals.  copaib.  and  tr.  caniharid.  combined,  carb.  of  iron,  cold  bath- 
ing to  the  hips  and  loins,  and  cold  water  injections  into  the  rectum  ;  but 
finding  no  impression  was  made  by  this  method  of  treatment,  and  tliat  the 
nocturnal  emissions  were  so  frequent  and  so  exhausting,  1  did  not  think  it 
advisable  to  continue  the  use  of  ordinary  remedies  to  cure  so  desperate  a 
disease.  Believing  the  great  constitutional  disturbance  to  have  been  pro- 
duced and  kept  up  by  the  severe  and  often  repeated  shocks  given  to  the 
brain  and  nervous  system  by  the  seminal  emissions,  and  that  removing  the 
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testicles  would  remove  the  great  source  of  difficulty,  1  recommended  cas- 
iration,  with  the  confident  expectation  that  it  would  prove  successful. 
He  was  so  miserable,  and  life  itself  had  become  such  a  burden  to  him, 
that  he  was  not  only  willing  to  submit  to  the  operation,  but  urged  me  to 
perform  it — which  I  did  on  the  29th  of  November. 

There  was  profuse  hemorrhage  from  the  right  side  of  the  scrotum  dur- 
ing the  night  after  the  operation,  which  greatly  reduced  him.  The  heal- 
ing and  recovery  from  the  operation  were  very  slow ;  and  the  winter 
bein<i;  very  cold,  there  was  but  little  apparent  improvement  in  his  general 
appearance  until  warm  weather  was  established.  Since  that  time,  he  has 
improved  rapidly.  He  has  now  the  appearance  of  good  health — is  cheer- 
ful and  happy — can  walk  miles  with  as  much  ease  and  elasticity  as  any 
one,  and,  with  every  prospect  of  good  health  and  a  life  of  usefulness,  he 
is  actively  engaged  in  making  arrangements  to  go  into  business.  For 
some  months  after  the  operation  he  had  a  weeping  of  prostatic  fluid  ;  but 
so  soon  as  his  general  health  im[iroved^  this  trouble  disappeared,  and  he 
has  nothing  of  it  at  this  time. 

There  was  about  two  drachms  of  serum  within  the  vaginal  coat  of  the 
left  testicle.  The  tunica  albuginea  testis  was  pale  and  flabby.  The 
vessels  of  this  coat  in  the  right  testicle  were  very  much  injected,  showing 
considerable  inflammation — there  was  no  effusion. 

Now  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  operation  for  the  removal  of  such  a 
disease,  I  admit  there  may  be  much  doubt.  Cauterizing  the  urethra  was 
not  tried,  for  the  want  of  a  proper  instrument.  This  operation,  however, 
is  not  successful  in  more  than  three  fourths  of  the  cases,  when  it  is  re- 
sorted to  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  as  appears  from  the 
cases  reported  by  ]Mr.  Phillips,  of  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary.  The 
parents  of  this  young  man  were  poor — had  made  many  expensive  trials 
to  cure  him  without  success,  and  had  determined  to  make  no  further  ef- 
fort. From  these  considerations  I  was  induced  to  operate — and  the  hap- 
py change  produced  in  the  patient,  and  the  great  relief  afforded  to  the 
family,  are  abundant  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  the  operation  in  this 
case.  JosiAH  Crosbi'. 

Meredith  Bridge,  N.  H.,  July,  1843. 


THE    FAILING    OF  SIGHT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  failing  of  the  sight  is  not  an  insulated  phenomenon.  The 
other  senses  partake  of  the  same  change.  The  same  blur  pervades  them 
all,  and  spectacles  are  as  much  needed  by  the  other  senses  as  by  the  sense 
of  sight.  At  45  years  of  age,  or  thereabouts,  people  observe  that  they 
cannot  read,  or  do  any  fine  or  delicate  piece  of  work,  as  well  as  formerly. 
They  may  also  observe  that  they  cannot  learn  a  piece  of  music,  or  sing  and 
play  a  new  tune,  as  well  as  formerly.  The  senses  of  touch  and  hear^ig 
have  both  failed  in  as  great  a  degree  as  the  sense  of  sight.  If  it  were 
the  sight  only  that  had   failed,  a   person  could  as  well  learn  to  sing,  or 


12  The  Failing  of  Sight. 

to  play  a  new  tune  in  music,  at  45  years  of  age,  as  at  the  age  of  12  or 
16.  A  very  little  observation  and  experimenting  will  convince  every 
one  that  the  senses  of  hearing  and  touch  are  not  as  lively  at  45  years  of 
age  as  at  1-2  or  16.  There  is  a  greater  effort  made  to  ascertain  the  truth 
of  these  sensations  than  at  an  earlier  period  of  life.  The  pleasures  of 
sound  and  of  touch  are  both  diminished  in  a  degree  very  perceptible, 
though  not  so  fully  realized  as  the  change  in  the  sense  of  seeing.  No 
art  on  which  the  external  senses  are  particularly  employed  can  be  learned 
with  the  same  ease  as  in  early  life.  The  change  in  the  senses  of 
smelling  and  taste  not  so  obvious  as  in  the  other  senses  ;  though  I 
think  it  must  have  been  often  obserfed  that  it  takes  «  person  who  has 
failed  in  the  sense  of  sight,  a  longer  time  to  ascertain  the  qualities  of  an 
article  by  the  senses  of  smelling  and  taste  than  it  does  a  young  person. 
Such  persons  are  more  apt  to  appeal  to  the  senses  of  others  in  questions 
of  doubt.  Old  persons  choose  the  most  sapid  and  stimulating  articles  of 
food  as  well  as  of  drink.  Snuffs  and  pungent  odors  are  favorite  pleasures 
in  old  age. 

Some  have  attributed  the  failing  of  sight  to  a  mere  change  in  the  shape 
of  the  eye;  but  this  would  only  change  the  j^oint  of  distinct  vision,  as 
in  any  other  lens.  We  should  only  have  to  hold  an  object  at  a  litde 
f\irther  distance  than  usual,  in  order  to  see  as  well  as  ever ;  but  the  fact  is, 
we  cannot  see  so  well  in  the  same  degree  of  light  at  any  distance  as  in 
youth.  There  is  an  organic  change  in  the  whole  substance  of  the  eye. 
Its  transparency  and  sensibility  are 'both  diminished. 

All  the  motions  of  the  body  and  of  the  mind  are  slower  at  45  years  of 
age,  than  at  20.  It  is  much  more  difficult  to  run,  or  leap,  or  dance,  at 
that  age,  than  at  an  earlier  period  of  life.  The  pulse  is  slower,  and  the 
train  of  ideas  is  also  slower.  It  takes  a  longer  time  not  only  to  see, 
but  to  hear,  to  feel,  to  taste,  to  smell,  and  to  think.  Both  the  internal 
and  external  sensations  are  slower,  and  excited  with  more  difliculty.  The 
secretions  are  also  more  unfrequent. 

About  this  time,  the  hair,  in  both  sexes,  begins  to  become  gray,  and 
the  menstrual  discharge  ceases  in  women.  These  changes  are  commonly 
regarded  as  insulated  phenomena,  as  if  a  numberless  variety  of  causes 
were  at  work  in  the  system  to  produce  them.  1  think  they  are  all  attribu- 
table to  the  same  cause,  viz.,  to  a  diminution  in  the  momentum  of  the 
arterial  blood.  The  motion  of  the  blood  I  take  to  be  an  ultimate  fact, 
beyond  which  our  inquiries  cannot  go.  The  action  of  the  heart  expresses 
the  force  of  the  arterial  blood.  At  that  time  of  life  when  the  sight  be- 
gins to  fail,  the  arterial  blood  is  not  sent  into  the  extremities  of  the  arte- 
ries with  the  same  force  as  in  youth.  All  action  of  the  nervous  system, 
as  well  as  of  every  other  structure,  depends  upon  the  frequency  of  a 
fresh  supply  of  blood.  The  greater  the  frequency  of  a  fresh  supply  of 
arterial  blood,  the  greater  must  be  the  activity  of  every  organ  and  struc- 
ture of  the  body.  The  arterial  blood  is  the  sap  of  the  system,  and  per- 
forms the  same  office  in  the  human  system  as  the  sap  does  in  the  tree  or 
vegetable.  If  the  arterial  blood  does  not  visit  the  extreme  vessels  with 
its  accustomed  celerity  of  motion,  the  same  result  must  follow  under  all 
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circumstances,  viz.,  a  diminution  of  activity  in  the  part.  The  menstrual 
discharge  does  not  cease  in  women  because  they  have  borne  all  the  child- 
ren they  can  bear ;  for  it  ceases  about  the  same  time  in  those  who  have 
never  borne  any.  The  hair  does  not  turn  gray  because  the  person  is 
forty  or  fifty  years  of  age  ;  for  age  is  not  the  cause  of  anything.  To 
suppose  the  sight  to  fail  because  the  person  is  growing  older,  is  very 
much  like  supposing  the  tide  to  ebb  and  flow  because  it  approaches  near 
the  time  set  by  the  almanac  for  such  an  event. 

People  immediately  become  sensible  of  the  least  failure  in  the  sight. 
They  hav^e  almost  an  exact  measure  of  it,  in  the  distance  at  which  they 
usually  hold  an  object  in  order  to  examine  it ;  but  they  have  no  such 
measure  of  the  failing  of  the  other  senses.  The  fact,  however,  is  capa- 
ble of  proof.  The  cessation  of  the  menses  corresponds  very  nearly  in 
point  of  time  with  the  failure  of  sight,  though  the  change  in  the  color  of  the 
hair  sometimes  happens  at  an  earlier  period,  but  this  may  be  owing  to  its 
peculiar  structure.  All  these  phenomena  appear  to  me  to  belong  to  the 
same  class. 

The  human  system  is  supposed  to  have  reached  its  greatest  perfection 
at  the  age  of  35,  though  in  many  individuals,  probably,  at  a  much  earlier 
period.  The  heart  probably  attains  to  its  maximum  of  force,  and  the 
blood  circulates  with  its  greatest  momentum,  about  tliis  period.  The 
phenomena  I  have  enumerated  rarely  occur  until  after  this  period,  when 
the  force  of  the  pulse  has  begun  to  abate.  An  abatement  of  only  a 
single  beat  or  two  in  the  pulse  may  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  commence- 
ment of  all  those  changes  I  have  enumerated.  In  old  age  the  pulse 
beats  only  sixty  times  in  a  minute,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  true  in- 
dex of  all  the  other  motions  of  the  system.  The  sensations  are  excited 
at  the  same  slow  rate,  and  the  train  of  ideas  moves  on  in  the  same  ratio. 

It  is  an  old  saying  that  gray  hairs  are  a  sign  of  wisdom.  If  the 
train  of  our  ideas  becomes  slower,  and  therefore  more  distinct,  and  capa- 
ble of  being  more  accurately  examined,  by  the  same  cause  which  pro- 
duces gray  hairs,  there  may  be  a  good  foundation  for  the  old  proverb. 
To  make  the  proverb  scientifically  true,  however,  its  meaning  must  be 
restricted  to  the  different  periods  of  the  same  person's  life.  In  some 
people,  the  same  quickness  of  sensation  and  flow  of  ideas  continue  into 
old  age,  but  I  believe  such  people  are  never  remarkable  for  wisdom. 
The  hurry  of  their  ideas  and  sensations,  prevents  a  proper  comparison 
and  selection  of  them,  and  the  judgment  never  improves.  If  the  same 
rapidity  in  the  succession  of  our  sensations  and  ideas,  which  exists  in 
youth,  should  be  continued  into  old  age,  I  imagine  the  world  would 
never  become  remarkable  for  its  wisdom.  For  wisdom  evidently  de- 
pends not  less  upon  a  moderation  in  the  succession  of  our  ideas,  than 
upon  the  amount  of  ideas  already  acquired. 

If  all  the  senses  undergo  a  sitnilar  change  with  the  sense  of  sight  and 
at  the  same  time,  it  becomes  a  question  of  some  importance  whether  the 
testimony  of  a  person,  in  a  court  of  law,  whose  sight  is  so  far  diminished 
as  to  require  the  help  of  glasses,  is  as  valid  as  the  testimony  of  a  younger 
person.     So  far  as  it  respects  the  sight,  I  suppose  that  most  people  are 
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aware  of  the  diflerence  ;  but  in  reporting  conversations  and  sounds,  I  am 
not  aware  tliat  any  distinction  is  made  between  the  testimony  of  a  person 
of  25  and  a  pei-son  of  50  years  of  age;  yet  in  all  cases  where  the  senses 
are  em  ployed,  aeteris  porilius,  the  young  person's  testimony  is  the  most 
to  be  relied  upon.  The  young  person  can  see  and  hear  at  greater  dis- 
tances •  he  can  feel,  taste  and  smell  with  more  nicety  and  with  rnore  ac- 
curacy. This  subject  certainly  deserves  a  more  scientific  investigation 
than  it  has  hitherto  received.  Many  good  rules  in  the  conduct  of  life 
mii^ht  be  derived  from  it ;  and  a  knowledge  of  our  true  capacities  very 
much  extended. 

This  failing  of  the  senses  is,  in  some  measure,  recompensed  by  the 
o-reater  de^n-ee  of  health  and  enjoyment  which  most  nervous  people  ex- 
perience when  they  arrive  at  this  period  of  life.  Those  who  have  been 
troubled  with  an  excess  of  sensibility  in  earlier  life,  may  now  hope  for 
better  days  ;  nor  is  this  hope  often  disappointed.  An  improvement,  in 
nervous  diseases,  is  almost  always  experienced.  In  a  word,  we  have 
more  wisdom  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  life,  and  less  inclination  to  indulge 
in  those  excesses  which  ruin  our  health  and  impair  our  faculties.  Physi- 
cal changes  do  for  us  now,  what  the  wisdom  and  advice  of  others  ought 
to  have  done  for  us  years  ago.  D.  B.  Slack. 

Providence,  July  29th,  1843. 


THE   PLEA   OF   INSANITY  IN   CRIMINAL   CASES. 

[We  continue  our  extracts  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review 
on  this  interesting  subject.  The  following  remarks  refer  chiefly  to  the  late 
trial  of  M'Naugiiten  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Drummond — a  trial  which,  in 
conse(iuence  of  the  uncertain  nature  of  the  evidence  in  proof  of  insanity, 
and  of  the  prisoner's  acquittal  on  the  ground  that  he  was  insane,  has  ex- 
cited more  attention  than  any  other  of  modern  times.] 

We  consider  it  unnecessary  to  detail  the  facts  of  this  case ;  they  are 
so  recent  that  they  must  be  familiar  to  the  whole  of  our  readers.  We 
shall  here  offer  only  a  few  remarks  on  the  defence  :  this  was  to  the  elFect 
that  at  the  time  the  accused  perpetrated  the  act  he  was  laboring  under 
homicidal  monomania.  It  was  deposed  to  by  many  witnesses  that  the 
prisoner  was  latterly  of  a  sullen  and  reserved  cliaracter ;  that  he  imagined 
himself  to  be  the  object  and  victim  of  the  most  unrelenting  persecution  ; 
that  he  was  surrounded  by  persons  who  had  formed  a  conspiracy  against 
his  comforts,  his  character,  and  even  his  life  ;  and  that  wheresoever  he 
went  these  persons  still  pursued  him,  and  gave  him  no  rest  either  by  day 
or  by  night.  It  also  appeared  that  he  imagined  the  deceased,  who  was 
a  perfect  stranger  to  him,  to  be  one  of  his  persecutors,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  fall  a  sacrifice  in  order  to  free  him  from  persecution. 
There  was  no  proof  of  intellectual  insanity  about  him,  if  we  except  the 
existence  of  these  delusions  ;  and  it  was  admitted  by  all  that  he  was 
shrewd    in    business   transactions,  that  he  was    fully  competent    to  the 
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management  of  his  affairs,  and  had  reahzed  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  by  his  own  industry  in  trade. 

These  were  the  principal  points  in  the  defence  ;  the  remainder  of  the 
evidence  in  favor  of  insanity  being  made  up  by  the  opinions  expressed  by 
the  medical  witnesses.  VVe  will  now  compare  this  evidence  with  those 
characters  which  have  been  assigned  by  Prichard  and  others  as  proofs  of 
homicidal  monomania.  We  have  already  expressed  our  opinion  that  these 
characters  are  loose  and  vague  ;  but  the  council  for  the  defence  chiefly 
based  his  arguments  in  favor  of  the  prisoner's  ii>sanity  upon  them. 
There  had  been  certain  peculiarities  of  conduct  and  absurd  delusions  ; 
the  man  was  of  a  morose  and  reserved  disposition,  but  we  do  not  collect 
from  the  evidence  that  he  had  ever  attempted  suicide.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  he  was  ferocious  or  cruel  ;  his  counsel  dwelt  much  on  his  hu- 
manity to  the  brute  creation,  a  fact,  which,  in  his  view,  did  not  accord 
with  the  ferocity  of  a  sane  assassin.  In  this  view  we  have  a  good  ex- 
ample of  legal  ingenuity  ;  for  one  strong  feature  of  moral  insanity,  lead- 
ing to  homicidal  madness,  is  cruelty  or  ferocity  of  disposition  ;  so  that 
some  physicians  have  given  to  it  the  name  of  brutality.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  very  reverse  of  the  usual  condition  was  received  without 
comment  as  a  proof  of  the  existence  of  homicidal  madness.  In  the 
language  of  Mr.  Rumball,  there  was  no  indication  of  diseased  destruc- 
-  tiveness  about  him.  We  put  no  great  stress  upon  this,  one  way  or  the 
other,  or  upon  the  absence  of  the  suicidal  tendency  before  and  after  the 
crime  ;  but  it  shows  that  the  proofs  of  homicidal  insanity  are  of  so  am- 
biguous a  character  that  a  barrister  may  select  either  of  two  opposite 
conditions  in  favor  of  his  argument. 

Next  we  come  to  motive.  There  was  no  apparent  motive  on  the  part 
of  the  prisoner  in  shooting  Mr.  Drummond  ;  but  we  think  we  have  said 
sufficient  to  show  that  this  should  not  be  received  as  evidence  of  insanity  ; 
it  merely  makes  out  a  prima  facie  case  for  inquiry.  Further,  it  was 
argued  by  the  counsel  for  the  defence  : 

"  The  manner  in  which  the  murderer  sets  himself  to  the  consumma- 
tion of  his  crime,  as  well  as  his  subsequent  conduct,  is  very  different  from 
the  proceedings  of  a  madman.  The  former  often  has  accomplices ;  he 
commences  with  premeditation,  lays  a  plan  before  hand,  chooses  time, 
place  and  circumstances  adapted  to  the  perpetration  of  the  deed,  and 
generally  has  contrived  some  way  of  escape.  He  always  studies  conceal- 
ment and  personal  safety,  and  when  there  is  danger  of  detection,  uses  all 
possible  despatch  to  escape  the  punishment  due  to  his  crime.     All  these 

particulars  are  reversed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  madman A 

common  murderer  would  have  acted  in  a  different  manner,  he  would  have 
chosen  a  different  time,  a  different  place,  he  would  have  sought  safety  by 
escape." 

It  is  with  something  like  dread  that  we  witness  these  displays  of  foren- 
sic eloquence  and  ingenuity  in  questions  of  criminal  responsibility.  While, 
on  the  one  hand,  they  may  lead  to  the  acquittal  of  one  who  is  responsible  ; 
on  the  other,  they  may  bring  about  the  condemnation  of  an  irresponsible 
agent ;  this  is  a  pure  matter  of  accident,  depending  on  the  fact  of  whether 
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the  ability  be  displayed  on  the  side  of  the  prosecution  or  defence.  In 
the  quotation  which  we  liave  above  made  from  Mr.  Cockburn's  speech 
for  the  prisoner,  we  have  what  appears  to  be  well-marked  points  of  dif- 
ference laid  down ;  although  he  had  just  before  adduced  and  commented 
in  favor  of  his  views  upon  cases  which  completely  overturn  the  dif- 
ferences thus  sought  to  be  established  !  Thus  Hadfield's  case  is  quoted 
among  the  instances  of  homicidal  insanity  ;  but  probably  there  never 
was  an  attempt  made  upon  life,  in  which  there  was  greater  premedita- 
tion, precaution,  or  a  better  choice  of  time,  place  and  circumstances, 
than  in  the  attack  made  by  this  monomaniac  on  the  life  of  George  the 
Third  !  We  also  think  it  is  obvious  that  if  a  man,  whether  sane  or  in- 
sane, have  the  design  to  shoot  the  sovereign,  a  minister  of  State,  or  any 
great  public  character,  he  can  seldom  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  this 
except  in  j)ublic,  and  therefore  under  circumstances  in  which  any  at- 
tempt at  escape  would  be  commonly  futile.  With  respect  to  accom- 
plices, it  is  true  that  we  never  find  them  in  cases  of  homicidal  mono- 
mania, but  they  are  also  generally  wanting  in  crimes  of  peculiar  atrocity 
and  magnitude.  The  cases  of  Greenacre,  Good,  Courvoisier,  and  others, 
afford  a  sufficient  proof  of  this  fact.  M'Naughten  made  no  attempt  to 
escape,  or  to  deny  that  he  had  shot  the  deceased  :  this,  as  we  have  already 
observed,  is  a  pretty  uniform  character  of  homicidal  monomania  ;  although 
a  question  might  have  arisen  as  to  what  he  would  have  done,  supposing 
he  had  not  been  seized  in  the  act  of  discharging  a  second  pistol.  Still, 
however,  allowing  the  prisoner  the  full  benefit  of  this  point  in  his  favor, 
we  must  protest  against  this  being  drawn,  as  it  was  in  this  instance,  into 
an  absolute  proof  of  homicidal  monomania. 

It  is  well  known  that  when  murder  is  committed  through  the  motives 
of  passion  or  revenge,  whether  apparent  or  concealed,  there  is  frequently 
no  attempt  made  to  conceal  or  deny  the  crime,  there  is  no  attempt  at  es- 
cape, and  yet  such  persons  afe  made  responsible  for  their  acts. 

The  only  other  point  in  the  legal  defence  upon  which  we  have  to  offer 
a  remark  is  this,  that  the  counsel  adopted  Lord  Erskine's  doctrine,  i.  e., 
in  order  that  there  should  be  irresponsibility,  two  facts  must  be  proved : 
1,  that  there  should  be  delusion  ;  2,  that  the  act  of  homicide  should  be 
connected  with  the  delusion.  Admitting  that  the  first  point  was  proved 
in  M'Naughten's  case,  we  do  not  see  how  in  any  part  of  the  defence  the 
delusion  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  deceased  as  an  individual.  It 
was  urged  that  the  prisoner  considered  him  to  be  one  of  his  persecutors ; 
but  he  was  a  perfect  stranger  to  him,  and  therefore  the  prisoner  might  as 
well  have  shot  any  other  person  in  the  Queen's  dominions  ;  for  it  was  of 
course  a  matter  of  accident  as  to  who  might  appear  to  him  to  be  his  per- 
secutors. From  the  decision  of  M'Naugliten's  case,  then,  we  infer  that 
there  may  be  the  most  broad  and  unrestricted  application  of  this  principle 
relative  to   the  connection  of  the  act  of  murder  with  the  delusion. 

Eight  medical  witnesses  gave  evidence  on  the  prisoner's  state  of  mind. 
They  all  agreed  that  at  the  time  he  commitied  the  act  he  was  laboring 
under  a  delusion,  and  that  he  was  led  on  by  an  impulse  so  irresistible, 
that  nothing  but  a  physical  impediment  could  have  prevented  him  from 
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committing  it,  (Dr.  Hutchenson.)  It  is  remarkable  that  questions  were 
allowed  lo  be  put  to  the  witnesses  on  this  trial,  which  have  seldom  been 
permitted  on  former  occasions.  Thus  some  were  asked  whether  they 
considered  the  prisoner  responsible  for  his  actions — a  question  which  has 
been  hitherto  left  to  the  jury  to  decide  from  the  medical  and  other  evi- 
dence adduced  in  the  case.  There  are  strong  objections  to  this  mode 
of  examination,  for  it  is  like  placing  the  issue  of  guiky  or  not  guilty  in 
the  hands  of  the  medical  witnesses;  and  we  attribute  to  this,  the  great 
public  dissatisfaction  expressed  at  the  verdict  in  M'Naughten's  case.  So 
long  as  a  prisoner,  or  those  who  act  for  him,  are  allowed  to  select  the 
medical  witnesses,  who  are  to  speak  to  his  state  of  mind,  we  think  it 
would  be  at  least  prudent  not  to  permit  questions  to  be  put  in  this  form. 
If  the  witnesses  are  really  independent,  and  they  might  easily  be  made 
so  for  this  purpose,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the  prisoner's  having 
the  benefit  of  their  opinion  under  these  circumstances.  But  it  is  obvious 
that  the  counsel  for  a  prisoner  would  never  summon  any  witness  who 
could  not  speak  in  his  favor;  and  if  what  this  witness  is  to  deliver  under 
the  name  of  evidence  substantially  includes  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  we 
do  not  see  why  the  prisoner  and  his  friends  should  not  be  at  once  allowed 
to  select  their  own  jury.  Let  us  suppose  in  a  case  that  twenty  medical 
witnesses  are  appealed  to,  and  while  one  half  agree  that  the  case  was 
one  of  insanity,  the  other  half  do  not;  it  is  very  clear  that  only  the  ten 
first  witnesses  would  be  called  for  the  defence  ;  and.  unless  an  equal 
amount  of  industry  was  displayed  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  the 
verdict  must  be  carried  in  the  prisoner's  favor.  It  will  be  impossible, 
we  think,  to  eradicate  the  suspicion  of  unfair  dealing  on  these  occasions 
so  long  as  this  bad  practice  is  adhered  to.  The  result  concerns  the 
country,  and  if  medical  witnesses  are  in  any  case  to  assume  the  func- 
tions of  the  jury,  their  selection  should  lie  with  the  country  and  not  with 
the  prisoner.  In  this  case  the  evidence  was  felt  to  be  so  conclusive  in 
favor  of  the  existence  of  homicidal  monomania,  that  the  jury  under  the 
direction  of  the  judge  acquitted  the  prisoner  on  the  ground  of  insanity. 

The  case  of  M'Naughten  has  called  forth  many  comments,  a  strong 
impression  having  existed,  both  in  and  out  of  the  profession,  that  the  plea 
of  insanity  had  been  stretched  to  an  improper  extent.  On  this  point 
most  men  will  of  course  form  their  opinions  according  to  their  reading 
and  experience  on  the  subject ;  nor  will  these  opinions  be  much  influ- 
enced by  what  is  said  by  journalists  and  reviewers.  In  accepting  the 
verdict  of  the  jury  as  the  only  verdict  which  the  medical  evidence  would 
warrant,  we  are  bound  to  state  that  in  our  judgment  there  is  no  case  on 
record,  if  we  except  that  of  Oxford,  where  the  facts  in  support  of  tiie 
plea  of  insanity  were  so  slight ;  and  when  we  reflect  upon  the  cases  of 
Bellingham,  Lees,  and  Cooper,  the  last  two  tried  at  the  same  bar  and 
executed  within  the  last  few  years,  we  feel  that  there  is  both  uncertainty 
and  injustice  in  the  operation  of  our  criminal  law.  Either  some  indivi- 
duals are  improperly  acquitted  on  th&  plea  of  insanity,  or  others  are  most 
unjustly  executed. 

This  state  of  things  requires  to  be  remedied ;  it  is  wholly  inconsistent 


IS  Causes  of  Decay  in  Human  Teeth. 

witli  our  views  of  justice,  that  the  acquittal  or  conviction  of  supposed  lu- 
natics on  capital  charges  should  depend  not  on  tlie  merits  of  their 
respective  cases,  but  on  the  ability  and  ingenuity  of  counsel,  and  the 
metaphysical  speculations  of  medical  witnesses  upon  the  question  of 
criminal  responsibility.  One  case  becomes  a  subject  of  prominent  public 
interest,  and  every  exertion  is  made  to  construe  the  most  trivial  points 
into  evidence  of  insanity  ;  an  acquittal  follows.  Another  case  is  left  to 
itself;  and,  as  the  line  of  demarcation  between  sanity  and  insanity  is 
scarcely  appreciable  without  good  legal  and  professional  assistance,  the 
accused  is  necessarily  convicted,  and  either  executed  or  otherwise  pun- 
ished ;  although  the  proofs  of  insanity,  had  they  been  as  carefully  sought 
for  and  brought  out,  would  have  been  as  strong  in  this  as  in  the  former 
instance.  In  point  of  fact,  there  is  no  more  stability  in  judicial  decisions 
than  there  is  in  medical  evidence ;  and  we  think  that  one  great  improve- 
ment in  the  present  system  would  be  to  leave  the  question  as  to  the  state 
of  the  mind  only  to  the  medical  witnesses  ;  and  that  of  responsibility  and 
punishment  for  the  act,  to  the  judge  and  jury. 

M'Naughten's  case  has  certainly  proved  that  there  is  a  very  narrow 
line  wliicli  separates  crime  from  insanity  ;  and  the  expressed  intention  on 
the  part  of  certain  members  of  the  Legislature  to  brino;  (orward  some  pre- 
ventive enactment  shows  that  there  is  at  least  a  well-founded  dread  that 
after  the  result  of  this  trial,  the  plea  of  insanity  may  be  carried  too  far. 
Tlie  verdict  has  completely  overturned  the  old  doctrine  of  implied  malice 
in  law  ;  for,  after  this,  how  can  a  person  be  convicted  of  murder  for  killing 
one  who  is  wholly  unknown  to  him  ?  If  a  man  wilfully,  and  without 
provocation,  fired  a  gun  into  the  midst  of  a  crowd  and  killed  a  person, 
this  was  formerly  held  to  be  murder,  since  the  act  was  considered  to  imply 
malice  against  all  mankind  ;  but  it  might  now  be  fairly  contended,  the 
individual  was  not  responsible  ;  "  he  had  no  accomplices,  he  had  no  motive 
for  the  act,  he  did  not  watch  his  opportunity  and  kill  the  person  secredy, 
he  laid  no  plan  for  his  escape,  and  did  not  attempt  to  escape  after  perpe- 
trating the  crime  ;  he  made  no  denial  of  the  crime,  but  calmly  resigned 
himself  to  his  fate."  This  is  the  substance  of  Mr.  Cockburn's  defence  in 
^M'Naughten's  case;  and,  taking  this  as  a  precedent,  such  a  defence  would 
probably  lead  to  an  acquittal  under  the  circumstances  above  supposed,  on 
the  ground  of  insanity.  It  might  be  contended  that  an  act  so  com- 
mitted woidd  of  itself  always  indicate  insanity  ;  we,  however,  would  say 
that  the  act  might  sometimes  depend  on  moral  depravity,  and  that  then 
the  pf'rpetrator  should  be  dealt  with  differently  to  one  who  killed  another 
in  a  fit  of  delirium,  or  during  a  paroxysm  of  mania. 


CAUSES   OF  DECAY   IN    HUMAN   TEETH. 

[A  WORK  on  the  "  Structure,  Economy  and  Pathology  of  the  Human 
Teeth,"  fee,  by  VVm.  Lintott,  Surgeon,  has  recently  been  published  in 
London.  The  following  remarks  on  the  production  of  decay  are  copied 
from  it. J 
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My  own  opinion  with  regard  to  the  formation  of  decay  is  founded 
upon  the  endosmotic  phenomena  which  I  suppose  to  be  taking  place  in 
the  structure  of  the  tooth.  Thus,  as  no  bloodvessels  are  traceable  into 
the  texture  of  the  ivory,  1  conceive  that  the  animal  part  of  this  structure 
derives  its  nutrition  from  the  colorless  liquor  sanguinis  imbibed  by  the  tu- 
buli  from  the  vessels  of  the  pulp.  This  mode  of  nutrition  is  seen  in 
various  of  the  tissues  of  the  body,  as,  for  instance,  in  cartilage,  in  the 
cornea,  &ic.  That  the  tissue  of  the  tooth  is  imbued  with  fluid  is  evident 
from  its  solidity  and  color ;  and  also  from  its  difference  of  weight  in  the 
fresh  and  dried  state.  This  fact  may  be  easily  illustrated  by  immersing 
a  dried  tooth  in  water,  when  it  is  observed  to  absorb  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  water,  and  become  materially  changed  in  its  density. 

Now  I  think  that  I  am  warranted  in  inferring  that  the  nature  of  the 
fluid  permeating  the  tooth  from  the  vessels  of  the  pulp  is,  in  the  normal 
state  of  the  system,  always  similar. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  crown  of  the  tooth  may  be  regarded  as  being 
immersed  in  the  salivary  fluid  by  which  it  is  constantly  surrounded,  and, 
as  we  know,  this  fluid  undergoes  a  change  from  alkaline  to  acid  by  simple 
exposure  to  the  influence  of  atmospheric  air  within  the  mouth.  Again, 
from  containing  a  large  proportion  of  nitrogen,  the  saliva  is  constantly 
subject  to  a  change  in  character  from  decomposition  ;  and,  lastly,  the 
fluids  of  the  mouth  are  obviously  very  much  affected  by  the  state  of  the 
stomach,  and  disease  of  various  kinds. 

Now,  in  the  above  statement  we  have  the  precise  conditions  which  are 
best  calculated  to  induce  an  active  endosmosis ;  an  alkaline  fluid  contain- 
ed within  the  tubular  texture  of  the  tooth,  an  acid  fluid  externally,  the 
two  being  separated  by  an  animal  tissue.  To  question  the  existence  of 
endosmosis  under  such  circumstances  would  be  to  dispute  the  first  princi- 
ples of  physiological  science.  But  what,  asks  my  reader,  are  the  results 
which  I  deduce  from  my  positions  ?  They  are  important,  and  the  follow- 
ing : — In  the  first  place,  it  is  by  this  process  that  the  color  of  the  teeth  is 
altered  in  disease  ;  that  they  become  yellow  and  discolored  during  illness 
by  the  transudation  or  endosmosis  of  discolored  and  morbid  fluids.  And 
by  the  same  process  they  are  capable  of  regaining  perfectly  their  original 
and  wonted  whiteness. 

Secondly,  I  regard  this  endosmosis  as  the  means  by  which  the  calca- 
reous matters  are  first  dissolved,  and  secondly  removed  in  a  state  of  solu- 
tion from  the  tubuli,  leaving  behind  only  the  animal  texture  of  the  ivory, 
and  thus  establishing  decay,  1  may  be  asked  why,  admitting  my  pro- 
position, the  decay  should  be  localized  to  a  single  spot?  Why  should 
not  all  the  tubes  be  affected  similarly  and  simultaneously  ?  My  reply  is, 
that  the  part  most  likely  to  be  attacked,  and  that  which  under  the  above 
circumstances  I  believe  to  be  affected,  is  one  which  is  already  placed  in  a 
morbid  condition,  either  by  imperfection  of  development  or  by  injury  to 
the  tubular  structure  from  pressure,  &c. 

The  first  indication  of  the  existence  of  decay  of  the  ivory  of  the  tooth 
is  a  slight  discoloration,  which  is  perceptible  through  the  semi-transpa- 
rent enamel. 
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Decay  progresses  much  more  rapidly  in  some  individuals  than  in  others. 
The  bone  becomes  softened  by  the  removal  of  the  earthy  or  calcareous 
part,  leaving  the  organic  or  animal  part  behind,  and  is  destroyed  in  a  di- 
rect line  from  the  surface  towards  the  centre  of  the  tooth,  in  the  course  of 
the  tubuli.  The  base  on  which  the  enamel  rested  is  thus  removed,  some 
accidental  pressure  in  masticating  bears  upon  the  spot,  the  enamel 
breaks  down,  and  a  cavity  is  suddenly  found  to  exist  in  what  had 
probably,  hiiherio,  been  deemed,  by  the  unsuspecting  owner,  to  be  a 
sound  tooth. 

It  must  have  attracted  the  attention  of  every  practical  dentist  that  one 
situation  in  the  toolh  is  remarka!)ly  subject  to  decay  ;  1  allude  to  the 
deep  groove  which  exists  upon  the  surface  of  the  crown  of  the  molares, 
and  forms  the  line  of  separation  between  the  tubercles.  The  first  indica- 
tions of  decay  are  almost  constantly  perceived  in  this  situation,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  groove  which  is  frequently  found  on  the  outer  side  of  the  first 
molar  of  the  lower  jaw. 

In  reasoning  upon  the  probable  cause  of  the  frequency  of  decay  in 
these  situations,  I  was  at  first  led  to  infer  that  the  diseased  action  must  de- 
pend upon  the  collection  of  fluids  and  upon  the  decomposition  of  ali- 
mentary matter  in  these  grooves.  But  I  must  confess  that  this  explana- 
tion, although  undoubtedly  partly  applicable  to  the  morbid  process,  was 
far  from  satisfactory  when  I  reflected  that  the  decay  occurred  as  fre- 
quently in  the  teeth  of  the  upper  as  of  the  lower  jaw;  that  it  affected 
several  teeth  simultaneously;  and  was  not  unfrequently  absent  in  the  lower 
while  it  was  present  in  the  upper  jaw. 

Finding,  from  repeated  observation,  that  in  teeth  affected  in  the  man- 
ner above  described,  the  structure  of  the  enamel  was  unnaturally  brittle, 
and  that  the  disease  followed  very  accurately  the  line  of  the  depressions 
on  the  crown,  I  was  led  to  the  opinion  that  the  extreme  susceptibility 
to  diseased  action  must  depend  upon  defective  formation  in  this  part  of 
the  tooth,  and  further  investigation  has  served  to  convince  me  that  this  is 
really  the  case. 

The  mode  of  formation  and  growth  of  the  tooth  described  by  Mr. 
Goodsir  throws  considerable  light  on  this  point,  and  affords  an  explana- 
tion of  the  phenomenon  which,  to  my  mind,  is  perfectly  satisfactory. 

By  referring  to  Mr.  Goodsir's  explanation  of  the  production  of  the 
form  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  crown  of  the  tooth,  it  will  be  seen  that 
this  depends  upon  the  development  of  a  number  of  opercular  processes 
corresponding  with  the  number  of  the  tubercles  of  the  tooth.  These 
opercula  meet  at  a  line  corresponding  with  the  future  groove  upon  the 
crown,  and  at  this  point  become  joined  and  continuous  with  each  other, 
so  as  to  constitute  a  single  membrane,  by  the  vessels  of  which  the  enamel 
fibres  are  secreted.  Now,  if  we  suppose  these  opercula,  in  consequence 
of  interference  in  development,  to  approximate  only  partially  and  imper- 
fectly, or  to  unite  and  form  a  cicatrix,  insufficiently  supplied  with  blood- 
vessels, the  natural  consequence  must  be  an  improperly  formed  enamel, 
and  one  susceptible  of  falling  an  easy  prey  to  the  chemical  influence  of 
the  decomposing  fluids  lying  in  contact  with  it  and  imbibed  into  its  texture. 
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Such,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  real  cause  of  decay  so  constantly  happen- 
ing in  the  situation  referred  to — a  morbid  process,  which,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, diflers  from  the  ordinary  course  of  disease  by  commencing  in  the 
enamel  and  thence  extending  to  the  ivory,  and  not,  as  is  usually  the  case, 
affecting  first  the  ivory  and  secondarily  involving  the  enamel. 

[Unequal  lateral  pressure  is  also  considered  by  Mr.  L.  as  one  of  the 
principal  exciting  causes  of  decay.] 


FOREIGN   BODY   IN   THE   BRONCHUS. 

[The  following  is  a  more  particular  account  of  the  case  referred  to  on 
page  425  of  the  last  volume  of  this  Journal.  It  was  read  by  Sir  B.  C. 
Brodie  before  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  in  London,  on 
the  27th  of  June  last.] 

The  author's  object  in  this  paper  was  to  describe  a  case  in  which  a 
half  sovereign  was  lodged  in  the  right  bronchus  of  the  patient  for  a  pe- 
riod of  thirty  days,  and  in  which  certain  novel  measures  adopted  for  its 
removal  proved  successful.  It  was  on  the  3d  of  April,  while  the  patient, 
Mr.  B.,  was  amusing  some  children,  that  the  coin  which  he  had  in  his 
mouth  accidentally  slipped  into  the  trachea.  The  symptoms  which  suc- 
ceeded were  principally  occasional  severe  fits  of  coughing,  and  a  sense  of 
pain  referred  to  a  part  of  the  chest  corresponding  to  the  situation  of  the 
right  bronchus.  No  particular  sounds  were  detected  by  the  use  of  the 
stethoscope.  The  patient  was  able  to  pursue  his  usual  avocations,  and 
made  two  journies  into  the  country.  On  the  1 9th  of  April,  having 
placed  himself  in  the  prone  position,  with  the  sternum  resting  on  a  chair, 
and  his  head  and  neck  inclined  downwards,  the  patient  had  a  distinct 
perception  of  a  loose  body  slipping  forward  along  the  trachea  ;  a  violent 
convulsive  cough  ensued,  and,  on  resuming  the  erect  posture,  he  again 
had  the  sensation  of  a  loose  body  moving  in  the  trachea  towards  the 
chest.  An  apparatus  of  the  following  kind  was  now  constructed.  A 
platform,  on  which  the  patient  could  lie  prone,  was  made  to  move  on  a 
hinge  in  the  centre  ;  so  that  on  one  end  of  it  being  elevated  the  other 
was  equally  depressed.  On  the  25th  of  April  the  patient  was  laid  on 
this  apparatus,  with  his  shoulders  and  body  fixed  by  means  of  a  belt, 
and  his  head  was  lowered  to  an  angle  of  nearly  90  degrees  with  the 
horizon.  His  back  was  then  struck  several  times  with  the  hand,  but  vio- 
lent fits  of  choking  were  brought  on  each  time,  and  it  was  not  deemed 
prudent  to  continue  the  experiments.  On  the  27th  it  was  agreed  in  con- 
sultation to  make  an  opening  in  the  trachea,  between  the  thyroid  gland 
and  the  sternum.  In  proposing  this,  the  object  was  two-fold  :  1st,  that  an 
attempt  might  be  made  to  extricate  the  coin  by  the  forceps  ;  2d,  that  if 
relief  could  not  be  obtained  in  this  manner,  the  artificial  opening  might 
answer  the  purpose  of  a  safety  valve,  and  the  experiment  of  inverting 
the  body  on  the  platform  be  repeated  without  the  risk  of  causing  suffo- 
cation. The  operation  having  been  performed,  several  attempts  to  extri- 
cate the  coin  were  made,  but  without  success ;  and,  on  each  introduction 
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of  the  foixeps,  paroxysms  of  convulsive  coughing  of  such  a  violent  kind 
were  brought  on,  that  it  was  plain  that  the  attempts  could  not  be  perse- 
vered in  without  danger  to  life.  On  the  2d  of  May,  a  renewal  of  these 
trials  was  followed  by  the  same  results.  On  the  13th,  the  woiuid  in  the 
trachea  having  been  kept  from  closing  by  the  occasional  introduction  of  a 
probe,  the  patient  was  placed  on  the  moveable  platform  as  described  be- 
fore ;  his  back  was  then  struck  by  the  hand  ;  two  or  three  efforts  to  cough 
followed,  antl  presently  the  patient  felt  the  coin  quit  the  chest,  striking, 
almost  immediately  afterwards,  against  the  incisor  teeth  of  the  upper  jaw, 
and  then  dropping  out  of  the  mouth.  No  spasm  of  the  muscles  of  the 
glottis  took  place  ;  a  small  quantity  of  blood  was  ejected  at  the  same 
time,  apparently  coming  from  the  granulations  of  the  external  wound. 
From  this  date  the  patient  proceeded  rapidly  to  get  well. 

The  author  concluded  by  making  observations  on  the  following  heads : 
1st,  on  the  influence  of  the  size,  weight  and  forin  of  a  foreign  body  in- 
troduced into  the  windpipe,  in  modifying  the  symptoms ;  2d,  he  referred 
to  experiments  which  showed  that  a  heavy  body,  like  the  coin  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  was  most  likely  to  drop  into  the  right  bronchus  ;  3d,  he  advert- 
ed to  the  want  of  success  attending  the  use  of  the  stethoscope  in  this  and 
in  some  other  cases  of  the  same  kind  ;  4th,  he  pointed  out  the  reasons  on 
which  he  had  founded  his  opinion,  that  the  artificial  opening  made  in  the 
trachea  would  prevent  spasm  in  the  glottis,  and  thereby  give  greater 
chance  of  success  to  the  experiment  of  inverting  the  patient's  body  on 
the  moveable  platform ;  lastly,  he  dwelt  on  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
attending  the  use  of  the  forceps,  when  a  weighty  body  is  lodged  deeply 
in  one  of  the  bronchi,  as  was  the  case  in  his  patient. 
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The  Hot  Springs  of  Virginia. — Throughout  North  America,  the  evi- 
dences of  great  geological  revolutions,  by  the  combined  agencies  of  vol- 
canic fires  and  water,  are  strikingly  manifested.  Although  mighty  fur- 
naces, in  the  deep  recesses  of  the  earth,  belch  out  terrifically,  at  times,  in 
some  parts  of  the  old  world,  there  have  been  no  alarming  disturbances 
from  that  source  in  this  country,  since  its  occupancy  by  civilized  man. 
When  the  safety  valves  are  in  disorder,  there  is  a  trembling  of  the 
mountains,  but  the  earthquake  has  not  yet  been  characterized  by  that  de- 
struction which  marks  its  p-ogress  in  equatorial  regions.  But  all  former 
upheavals  from  below,  and  the  supposed  surgings  of  a  restless  ocean 
over  the  now  beautiful  landscape,  were  doubtless  only  the  necessary  pre- 
parations for  the  advent  of  our  race.  As  though  contemplating  the  in- 
firmities incident  to  humanity,  nature  established  her  laboratories  under- 
neath the   rocks,   which    are   inaccessible   and   mysterious   fountains    of 


The  Hot  Springs  of  Virginia.  23 

health,  but  whose  waters  are  urged  upward  to  the  surface  with  unabated 
force,  from  age  to  age,  to  which  sbe  invites  us  to  go — to  wash  and  be 
clean,  to  drink  and  be  well. 

Saratoga  has  its  interests  :  its  medicinal  waters  are  peculiar,  and  in 
some  respects  unsurpassed  ;  but  if  the  traveller  marvels  over  Congress 
Spring,  or  wonders  at  the  singular  combination  of  mineral  substances 
suspended  in  the  Iodine  and  the  neighboring  fountains,  how  much  more 
exciting  are  the  phenomena  connected  with  the  present  condition  and 
early  history  of  the  range  of  medicated  mountain  rills  of  Virginia.  With- 
out particularizing  the  virtues  of  either  at  the  outset,  there  are  considera- 
tions in  regard  to  the  condition  of  some  of  them,  that  should  not  be  over- 
looked either  by  the  tourist  or  the  physician.  Almost  on  the  pinnacle  of 
a  lofty  mountain  in  western  Virginia,  there  gushes  up  from  the  ground  a 
large  and  unceasing  flow  of  warm  water.  This  is  the  celebrated  Warm 
Spring.  Five  miles  farther  west,  on  a  gradually  descending  stage  road, 
is  another,  of  universal  celebrity — the  Hot  Spring.  It  is  rightly  named, 
for  there  is  an  inexhaustible  fountain  of  hot  water  continually  forcing  its 
way  to  the  surface — always  raised  to  the  unvarying  temperature  of  106 
degrees.  The  fact  is  assumed  by  all  intelligent  visiters,  that  this  water 
is  heated  by  a  subterranean  fire,  at  no  great  distance  from  the  surface. 
The  water  percolates  from  the  sides  of  the  mountain  dou'n  through  fis- 
sures, till  it  ultimately  collects  in  a  vast  body  in  a  series  of  lime-stone 
caverns,  from  whence  it  is  raised  by  a  constant  hydrostatic  pressure,  the 
principles  of  which  are  well  understood.  Professor  Rodgers,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia,  supposes  that  it  is  possible  the  water  is  brought  in 
contact  with  heated  rocks  at  the  depth  of  five  hundred  feet.  Certain  it  is, 
therefore,  that  a  volcano  is  quietly  burning  at  the  base  of  the  mountain, 
the  chimney  of  which  is  filled  with  water,  and  that  accounts  for  its 
impregnation  with  sulphur,  &c. — the  characteristic  of  nearly  all  the  Vir- 
ginia springs.  Dr.  Goode,  the  owner  of  the  Hot  Spring,  an  eminent 
practitioner  residing  on  the  premises,  whose  acquaintance  with  the  phi- 
losophy of  thermal  waters  is  most  extensive,  is  satisfied  that  a  large  lake 
of  hot  water  once  filled  the  present  valley — and  lasted  so  long  that  its 
original  boundaries  are  recognized  at  the  present  day  on  the  sides  of  the 
mountain.  When  the  principal  bath  was  excavated  (the  site  having  been 
selected  on  account  of  the  circumstance  that  the  snow  always  melted 
away  soon  after  it  fell  on  that  spot),  the  laborers  came  to  a  large  rock, 
which  sank  almost  as  quickly  as  a  little  of  it  was  exposed.  The  men 
sprang  out  of  the  pit  in  the  greatest  state  of  alarm,  declaring  to  Dr. 
Goode  that  they  heard  it  roll  onward  and  downward,  from  point  to  point, 
for  more  than  a  hundred  yards,  till  the  sound  died  away  in  the  fathomless 
abyss  below. 

However  much  these  considerations  may  fall  within  the  province  of 
the  geologist,  they  are  of  general  interest  also  to  the  student  of  nature. 
The  study  of  medicine  embraces  an  extensive  field,  since  all  the  reme- 
dies at  our  disposal  are  drawn  only  from  three  sources — and  an  essential 
one  is  the  mineral  kingdom.  Many  of  the  best  preparations  are  but  poor 
imitations  of  nature.  Her  manufacturing  warehouse  is  under  ground, 
where  she  elaborates  inexhaustible  quantities  of  medicine,  a'dmirably 
calculated  for  overcoming  and  removing  a  multitude  of  maladies  to  which 
our  bodies    are    incident.     The  more   we    know    of  their   character,  the 
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greater  is  our  confidence  in  iheir  efficacy.  Hence  the  increasing  repu- 
tation of  various  watering  places. 

Unless  some  system  is  pursued  in  taking  the  waters  of  these  springs, 
the  effects  are  not  always  in  accordance  with  the  high-wrought  expecta- 
tions of  the  invalid.  Multitudes,  who  might  have  been  benefited  by  a 
judicious  administration  of  them,  reap  no  advantages  whatever  in  conse- 
quence of  inattention  to  proper  rules.  It  is  chiefly  by  a  topical  use  of 
the  hot-spring  water  that  the  greatest  and  altogether  most  marvellous 
cures  have  been  effected.  Neuralgic  complaints  of  an  obstinate  character 
have  been  known  to  yield  to  its  influence,  when  all  other  measures  were 
abortive.  To  insure  the  most  marked  success,  however,  it  is  necessary  to 
be  under  the  guidance  of  a  person  who  has  ascertained,  by  long  observa- 
tion, the  exact  state  that  the  body  should  be  in  to  receive  it.  Next  in 
importance,  the  functional  diseases  of  females  are  treated  with  great 
benefit  and  certainty  by  the  medicated  baths  at  the  Hot  Spring.  Nume- 
rous instances  might  be  cited,  from  elevated  sources,  to  show  what  extra- 
ordinary success  has  attended  the  regular  application  of  a  forcible  current. 
Thus  many  neuralgic,  and  those  other  affections  alluded  to,  which  are  al- 
ways troublesome  and  often  incurable  by  ordinary  means,  are  some- 
times brought  within  a  manageable  sphere  by  the  Hot  Spring  water,  when 
all  other  efforts  had  failed. 

Perhaps,  however,  much  positive  injury  is  done  by  this  water,  notwith- 
standing the  established  fact  that  great  good  is  more  frequently  accom- 
plished. But  it  is  only,  we  apprehend,  when  the  individual  presumes  upon 
his  own  scanty  knowledge  of  its  powers,  that  any  bad  effects  are  pro- 
duced. No  error  needs  more  immediate  correction  than  this,  amongst 
the  strangers  who  cluster  together  in  astonishing  numbers  around  the 
bath-house,  viz.,  plunging  in  at  all  times,  in  all  conditions,  from  the  bed, 
the  table,  or  when  too  much  heated,  or  when  cold,  regardless  of  ail  con- 
sequences. There  would  be  quite  as  much  propriety  in  walking  into  the 
shop  of  an  apothecary  and  helping  oneself  to  anything  upon  the  shelves, 
without  advice,  as  heedlessly  leaping  into  the  pool  at  106  degrees,  or 
standing  under  the  spout  as  long  as  the  sensation  proved  agreeable.  The 
sick  stranger  should  neither  bathe  at  the  Hot,  nor  drink  at  the  Red,  the 
Blue  or  White  Sulphur  Springs,  till  his  case  has  been  investigated  by  a 
competent  physician.  Such,  we  are  happy  to  announce,  resides  at  each 
fountain,  in  whom  implicit  confidence  may  be  placed — Dr.  Goode  at  the 
Hot,  and  Dr.  Moorman  at  the  White  Sulphur.  Both  these  gentlemen 
have  in  contemplation  a  publication  on  the  mineral  waters  of  this  country. 
Physicians  in  the  northern  States  will  be  gratified  with  works  from 
sources  so  respectable,  to  guide  them  in  their  advice  to  those  whom  they 
sometimes  feel  obliged  to  send  away  from  home.  Since  chronic  rheu- 
matic affections  have  become  unusually  frequent  at  the  North,  and  the 
Hot  Spring  has  been  so  often  found  to  be  a  sovereign  remedy,  the  more 
extensively  the  fact  is  circulated,  the  more  gratifying  it  will  prove  to  the 
profession  throughout  that  section  of  country. 

Professor  Bartlett,  of  TraJtsylvania  University. — A  correspondent  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  a  latter  to  the  editor,  speaks  of  our  late  neigh- 
bor. Dr.  Bartlett,  in  the  following  terms.  Though  the  praise  bestowed 
may  be  thought  a  little  exaggerated,  it  is  well  meant,  and  we  should  be 
the  last  to  say  that  it  is  not  well  merited  : — 
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"No  scientific  man  was  ever  the  object  of  greater  admiration,  or  ever 
diffused,  in  the  same  time,  more  important  and  lasting  benefits,  than  Prof. 
Bartlett.  In  connection  vvitla  Professor  Cross,  of  the  same  institution,  he 
has  done  more  to  dispel  the  idle  systems  in  medicine  than  all  the  medical 
teachers  in  this  great  ralley.  They  have  worsted  empiricism  in  the 
West,  and  given  increased  dignity  and  higher  standing  to  the  profession 
of  medicine.  Professor  Bartlett's  work  on  Typhoid  and  Typhus  Fevers 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  practitioner  of  medicine. 

Pelham,  Tenn.,  July,  1S43.  G.  D.  C,  M.D." 


Legalized  Qiiackerij. — Dr.  Drake,  in  his  travelling  editorials,  in  the 
Western  Journal,  gives  a  curious  account  of  the  laws  in  Alabama  with 
regard  to  the  practice  of  medicine.  If  the  statement  had  come  from  a 
source  at  all  questionable,  we  should  have  considered  it  a  hoax  which  had 
been  put  in  circulation  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  public  how  care- 
fully 'pure  Thomsonism  is  watched  and  guarded  by  the  State  alluded  to. 
"  Alabama,"  says  Dr.  D.,  "  has  long  had  a  law  denying  to  those  who 
practise  medicine  without  a  diploma  or  a  license,  the  benefit  of  her  courts 
in  the  collection  of  their  debts.  We  do  not  suppose  it  has  done  any  more 
good  in  this  than  in  other  States  ;  but  still  it  served  as  a  theoretical  expres- 
sion in  favor  of  science.  Lately,  however,  it  has  been  so  modified  as  not 
to  interfere  with  '  any  persons  '  who  practise  on  the  '  botanical  system 
of  doctor  S.  Thomson  ;'  provided,  nevertheless,  that  they  '  do  not  bleed, 
apply  a  blisterof  Spanish  flies,  administer  calomel  or  any  of  the  mercu- 
rial preparations,  antimony,  arsenic,  tartar-emetic,  opium  or  laudanum  '! 
It  would  be  difficult  to  say  whether  doctor  Thomson's  patent,  or  this 
law,  is  the  more  precious  specimen  of  empiricism.  It  is  marvellous  that 
a  people  so  enlightened  as  those  of  Alabama,  should  allow  their  statute 
book  to  be  made  ridiculous  by  such  nonsense." 


Mesmerism. — On  the  subject  of  this  science,  as  now  practised  at  the 
South,  Dr.  Drake  remarks — "  Alabama  is  not  more  thoroughly  overrun 
with  the  disciples  of  doctor  Thomson,  than  those  of  Dr.  Mesmer.  Anx- 
ious to  have  the  phenomena  of  Mesmerism  subjected  to  a  rigid  examina- 
tion, the  true  separated  from  the  false,  and  the  public  mind  kept  in  a 
healthy  condition  in  reference  to  both,  we  cannot  but  regret  to  see  one 
travelling  mountebank  after  another,  traversing  the  south-west,  for  the 
purpose  of  extracting  money  from  those  who  are  credulous  enough  to 
believe  that  he  can  do  anything  in  which  men  of  sense  will  confide. 
It  is  truly  unfortunate  for  Mesmerism  that  it  should  have  fallen  into 
such  hands.  Things  are  coming  to  that  kind  of  pass,  that  we  shall 
soon  not  be  able  to  distinguish  the  pass  of  an  impostor  from  the  pass 
of  a  scientific  Mesmerizer,  and,  in  discouragement,  pass  the  whole  by  ; 
not  even  making  it  a  pastime  of  a  passable  kind,  as  it  was  in  days  past ; 
and  when  this  happens,  there  is  great  danger  that  it  will  be  passed  over 
and  fall  into  a  somnambulic  state,  from  which  the  passes  of  the  most 
scientific  hand  may  not  awaken  it,  till  the  remembrance  of  what  is  now 
doing  to  degrade  it  has  passed  away." 
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Geological. — Dr.  Henry  Frost,  a  former  correspondent  of  this  Journal, 
relates  the  followinir  circumstance  as  having  occurred  recently  in  Dor- 
chester county,  Maryland  : — "  At  the  house  of  Mr.  William  Jones,  an  old 
and  respectable  inhabitant  of  this  villag-e,  a  well  was  dug,  forty-one  feet 
deep,  seven  of  which  was  through  a  solid  rock,  and  beneath  which  was 
found  (and  is  now  in  my  possession)  a  piece  oi  cast  iron,  loith  traces  upon 
it  which  prove  it  to  be  from  an  artificial  and  tasteful  mould.  There  is  no 
evidence  whatever  that  the  soil  where  the  well  is,  is  alluvial,h\ii  quite  the 
reverse.  Shells  were  also  found  at  the  same  depth.  The  water  of  this 
well  is  a  mineral  loater,  and  abundant,  and  in  a  time  of  a  drought  suffi- 
cient to  supply  the  whole  village." 


New  York  Hospital  School  of  Medicine. — A  medical  school,  we  are 
informed,  is  about  to  be  established,  under  the  sanction  of  the  governors 
of  the  New  York  Hospital,  by  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  that 
institution. 

The  lectures  will  probably  commence  early  in  September  next,  and 
will  be  continued  regularly  in  future  during  two  months  in  the  spring, 
and  two  months  in  the  autumn  of  each  year. 

Systematic  courses,  embracing  most  of  the  practical  departments  of  the 
profession,  will  be  given  by  Drs.  Post,  Buck,  Watson,  Swett,  Griscora,  and 
the  Curator  of  the  Hospital  Museum,  Dr.  Sabine.  These  vv'ill  be  aided  by 
clinical  lectures  and  practical  remarks  at  the  bedside,  by  each  of  the  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  during  his  regular  course  of  duty  ;  and  probably  also  by 
a  few  lectures  from  some  or  all  of  the  consulting  physicians  and  surgeons 
of  the  institution. — N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Med.  and  the  Collateral  Sciences. 


Medical  Society  of  Nashville. — The  physicians  of  Nashville  have  com- 
menced a  spirited  organization  under  the  above  title,  for  thp  cultivation  of 
medical  science  and  the  improvement  of  its  members,  as"  well  as  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  code  of  professional  ethics.  The  Society  has  held  seve- 
ral meetings,  elected  officers,  and  made  altogether  an  auspicious  begin- 
ning. Nearly  all  the  physicians  of  Nashville  are  members.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  Society  are— Boyd  M'Nairy,  M.D.,  President;  G.  W.  Dick- 
inson, M.D.,  Vice  President;  A.  H.  Buchanan,  M..D.,  Corresponding 
Secretary;  R.  C.  K.  Ulartin,  M.D.,  Recording  Secretary;  and  C.  K. 
Winston,  M.D.,  Treasurer.     The  officers  are  elected  for  one  year. 

The  discussions  that  have  taken  place  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society 
displayed  a  zeal  in  the  cause  of  medical  learning,  and  a  spirit  of  research, 
highly  creditable  to  the  members,  and  which  augurs  well  for  its  good  in- 
fluence upon  the  profession.  We  hope  this  association  will  lead  to  the 
formation  of  similar  societies  in  all  the  towns  of  the  State. —  West.  Med. 
and  Surs".  Joiirnal. 


Indiana  Medical  Institute. — The  Society  of  ihe  Indiana  Medical  Insti- 
tute, held  its  annual  meeting  on  the  first  of  May,  1843.  The  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  : — Dr.  Samuel  Barbour,  Presi- 
dent ;  Dr.  Wm.  Bracken,  Vice  President  ;  Dr.  W.  H.  Martin,  Secretary  ; 
Dr.  J.  Helm,   Treasurer ;  Dr.  Wm,  Frame,  Librarian;  Drs.  H.  J.  Sex- 
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ton,  J.  Helm,  and  Wm.  Frame,  Censors.  The  Board  of  Examination 
consists  of  the  following  gentlemen: — Dr.  H.  G.  Sexton,  anatomy  and 
physiology  ;  Dr.  J.  W.  Trees,  materia  medica  ;  Dr.  R.  Robins,  chemistry  ; 
Dr.  J.  Helm,  Institutes  and  practice  of  medicine ;  Dr.  John  Arnold, 
surgery;  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Martin,  obstetrics  aiid  diseases  of  too  men  and 
children. 

Dr.  Trees  read  the  history  of  a  case  of  disease  of  the  great  sympathetic 
nerve.  Dr.  Martin  leported  a  case  of  obstinate  constipation,  attending  a 
case  of  intermittent  fever,  which  nothing  would  control  but  large  doses  of 
quinine.  Dr.  Robinson  also  reported  a  case  of  obstinate  constipation.  Dr. 
Arnold  reported  a  case  of  inversion  of  the  uterus,  which  had  existed  two 
years. —  Western  Lancet. 


Death  of  Hahnemann. — Dr.  Hahnemann,  the  founder  of  homoeopathy, 
died  in  Paris,  on  the  9th  of  July,  aged  88.  The  Commerce,  alluding  to 
his  death,  says — "  Dr.  Hahnemann  was  born  in  1755,  at  Meissen,  of  poor 
parents,  and  owed  his  education  to  the  great  aptitude  for  learning  he  gave 
evidence  of  at  the  little  school  where  he  was  first  placed.  He  discovered 
in  1790  the  new  system  which  he  afterwards  designated  homoeopathy. 
He  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  system,  after  half  a  century's  exist- 
ence, spread  over  every  part  of  the  globe;  and  just  before  his  death  he 
learned  that  homosopathy  was  about  to  have  a  chair  at  the  University  of 
Vienna,  and  the  hospitals  in  all  the  Austrian  States,  at  Berlin,  and  at 
London." 

Fatal  Rupttire  of  the  Trachea.— kn  infant,  affected  with  bronchitis, 
threw  its  head  violently  backwards  during  a  fit  of  coughing.  On  a  sud- 
den, eniphysema  was  seen  to  extend  rapidly  through  all  the  subcutaneous 
tissue  in  the  neck,  face,  and  a  large  part  of  the  chest ;  and  the  child 
soon  died.  On  opening  the  body  a  rupture  was  obvious  in  the  first  in- 
ter-cartilaginous space  of  the  trachea,  extending  transversely  for  four-fifths 
of  an  inch,  and  which  was  doubtless  caused  at  the  instant  above  indicated. 
No  other  lesion  capable  of  producing  death  was  discoverable. — Schmidt's 
Jahrb,  in  London  Lancet. 

Books,  &c.,  Received. — Dr.  Moorman's  notice  of  the  White  Sulphur  Springs — 
Dr.  Gilbert's  biennial  circular  of  the  Private  Medical  Insiitute  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. — 
Dr.  Frost's  report  of  a  surgical  case,  in  the  Frederick  "Olive  Branch" — New 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  from  Jordan  &  Co.,  121  Washington  street,  Boston. 

Married,— In  Ashfield,  Mass.,  May  2d,  Stephen  J.  W.  Tabor,  M.D.,  of  Shel- 
burne  Falls,  to  Miss  Melvinia  L.  Knowlton,  daughter  of  Charles  Knowlton,  M.D. 
—In  Bedford  county,  Tenn.,  Geo.  D.  Callender,''M.D.,  of  Pelham,  Tenn.,  to  Miss 
Mary  C.  Hopper. 


Died,— At  St.  Andrews,  L.  C,  Dr.  Abner  Rice,  74,  a  native  of  Shrewsbury, 
Mass.— In  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Richard  Eberle,  M.D.,  33.— At  Columbia,  Conn.,  Dr. 
Warren  A.  Fuller,  42. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  5,  33.— Males,  20— Females,  13.    Stillborn,  1. 

or  consumption,  .5— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2— infaniile,  2— inflammation  of  the  bowels, 's— 
cholera  infantum,  1— marasmus,  1— ha!morrhage,  1— drowned,  1— erysipelas,  2— disease  of  the  brain, 
1— diarrhffia,  )— hooping  cough,  4— fits,  1— bursting  bloodvessel,  1— rheumatic  fever,  1— child-bed,  1— 
Bmallpcx,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2. 

Under  5  years,  14— between  5  and  20  year*,  2— between  20  and  60  years,  1.5— over  60  vears,  1. 
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Statistics  of  Bethlem  Hospital,  with  Remarks  on  InsanitTj.  By  John 
Webster,  M.D. — In  this  paper  (read  before  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical  Society)  the  author  brought  before  the  Society  a  few  statistical 
tables  compiled  from  the  registers  of  Bethlem  Hospital,  accompanied  by  a 
synopsis  of  seventy  dissections  recently  performed  at  that  institution. 

According  to  these  tables,  it  appears  that  4404  curable  patients  of  both 
sexes  were  admitted  during  the  last  20  years,  of  whom  17S2  were  males, 
and  2822  were  females — thus  giving  47  per  cent,  more  women  than  men. 
During  the  same  period,  1446  female  patients  were  discharged  cured,  that 
is,  5o  1-7  per  cent,  on  the  admissions  ;  whilst  only  823  male  patients  left 
the  hospital  convalescent,  or  46  1-5  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
number  of  deaths  in  both  se.xes,  although  exactly  equal,  or  112  of  each,  yet 
calculated  according  to  their  respective  admissions,  the  rate  among  the 
male  patients  was  6J  per  cent.,  and  only  4^  per  cent,  among  the  females. 
Similar  results  were  likewise  found  to  prevail  among  the  incurable  luna- 
tics of  both  sexes.  The  author  therefore  concludes  that  insanity  is  not 
only  more  common  among  women  than  men,  but  also  a  more  curable  dis- 
ease ;  so  that,  cceteris  paribus,  the  prognosis  may  be  considered  as  more 
favorable  in  female  than  in  male  patients.  The  diminished  rate  of  mor- 
tality, and  the  greater  proportion  of  recoveries,  are  also  clearly  shown  by 
the  records  of  the  institution  ;  since  it  appears  that  during  the  three  years 
ending  the  21  st  Dec.  1752,  the  proportion  of  patients  discharged  cured 
was  only  31|^per  cent,  on  the  total  admissions;  whilst  for  the  three  years 
ending  Dec.  31,  1842,  the  cures  amounted  to  nearly  55  per  cent.  The 
ratio  of  deaths,  also,  during  the  former  period,  was  as  high  as  25J  per 
cent. — but  only  5  5-8  during  the  last  named  three  years,  that  is,  about 
one-fifth  the  amount  reported  nearly  a  century  ago. 

The  author  next  remarks  on  the  diminished  number  of  suicides  in  the 
insane  patients  admitted  into  Bethlem ;  observing,  at  the  same  time,  its 
greater  frequency  among  males  than  females. 

A  synopsis  is  then  given  of  seventy  dissections  recently  made  by  Mr. 
Lawrence,  in  which  the  various  morbid  appearances  met  with  are  carefully 
detailed. 

The  author  concludes  his  paper  with  an  allusion  to  the  two  sections  of 
pathologists  at  present  dividing  the  opinions  of  medical  writers  respecting 
the  diseased  alterations  of  structure  met  with  in  cases  of  insanity,  viz.,  the 
"  anatomists  and  vitalists,"  the  former  considering  them  as  causes,  the 
latter  only  as  consequences,  of  the  previous  mental  affection.  In  his  opin- 
ion the  theory  of  the  anatomists  is  the  more  rational,  and  most  in  accord- 
ance with  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  the  pathology  of  mania. — 
Lo7idon  Medical  Gazette. 


Ovarian  Dropsy. — Our  correspondent,  Mr.  Walne,  has  recently  remov- 
ed, with  success,  another  dropsical  ovarium,  in  its  entire  state,  by  the  large 
abdominal  section.  It  weighed  sixteen  pounds  and  three-quarters.  Some 
circumstances  having  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  patient's  recovery,  giv- 
ing a  fresh  interest  to  the  subject,  the  particulars  will  shortly  be  submitted 
to  the  profession.  Mr.  Walne's  former  case  has  been  too  recently  before 
our  readers  to  have  escaped  their  recollection.  The  patient,  we  are  in- 
formed, now  enjoy!?  excellent  health  and  spirits,  walks  long  distances, 
and  experiences  no  kind  of  inconvenience  as  a  consequence  of  the  opera- 
tion performed  in  the  early  part  of  November  last. — lb. 
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THE     MULATTO    A    HYBRID— PROBABLE    EXTERMINATION    OF    THE 

TWO   RACES  IF   THE  WHITES    AND   BLACKS   ARE   ALLOWED 

TO   INTER.MARRY. 

By  J.  0.  Nott,  M.D.,  Mobile. 

The  reader  will  probably  be  astonished  at  this  late  day  to  see  so  novel 
an  assertion  as  that  the  mulatto  is  a  hybrid  ;  but  I  hope  lie  will  read  and 
ponder  upon  the  facts  given  below  before  he  concludes  that  it  has  no 
foundation  in  reason. 

A  writer  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  under  the  signa- 
ture of  "  Philanthropist,"  has  made  the  following  important  and  interest- 
ing statements. 

[Dr.  N.  here  quotes  the  article  of  our  correspondent,  on  the  longevity 
of  pure  Africans  and  the  early  deaths  of  mulattoes,  which  was  published 
in  the  10th  No.  of  Vol.  XXVII.,  and  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to 
re-print.] 

The  extracts  above  are  from  the  November  No.,  1842,  of  the  Boston 
Journal.  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  light  breaking  from  this  point  of  the  com- 
pass, as  the  writer  cannot  be  charged  with  sectional  prejudice,  or  the  in- 
fluence of  self-interest. 

I  have  myself  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  in  the  South,  and  in  situations  where  the  population  is 
pretty  equally  divided  between  the  blacks  and  whites.  I  was  .soon  struck 
by  certain  facts  connected  with  the  mulattoes,  and  my  attention  since  has 
been  turned  to  their  peculiarities.  My  observation  has  led  me  to  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions  : — 

1st.  That  the  mulattoes  are  intermediate  in  intelligence  between  the 
whites  and  blacks. 

2d.  That  they  are  less  capable  of  endurance  and  are  shorter  lived  than 
the  whites  or  blacks. 

3d.  That  the  mulatto  women  are  particularly  delicate — are  subject  to 
many  chronic  diseases,  and  esi>ecially  derangement  of  the  catamenia,  pro- 
lapsus uteri,  leucorrhoea,  and  other  diseases  peculiar  to  females. 

4th.  That  the  women  are  bad  breeders  and  bad  nurses — many  of  them 
do  not  conceive  at  all — most  are  subject  to  abortions,  and  a  large  portion 
of  their  children  die  at  an  early  ae^e. 
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5th.  That  the  two  sexes  when  they  intermarry  are  less  prohfic,  than 
when  crossed  on  one  of  the  parent  stocks. 

6th.  That  the  ahove  facts  apply  with  more  force  to  the  Terceroons  and 
Qiiarteroons  than  to  Mulattoes.* 

7th.  That  durini,^  the  severe  epidemics  of  yellow  fever  in  Mobile  in  the 
years  1637,  '39,  and  '42,  1  did  not  see  a  single  individual  attacked  with 
this  disease,  who  was  in  the  remotest  degree  allied  to  the  Negro  race — I 
heard,  however,  of  one  or  two  cases  in  the  practice  of  others. 

I  have  thus  far  laid  down  what  I  believe  to  be  truths — though  the 
general  rules,  strong  as  they  are,  will  be  found  subject  to  many  excep- 
tions. If  true,  they  open  to  the  philosopher  and  philanthropist  a  wide 
field  for  exploration.  I  will  here  attempt  nothing  more  than  to  throw  out 
some  materials  for  reflection.  I  am  well  aware  that  my  assertions  would 
have  much  greater  weight,  if  they  were  supported  by  statistics ;  but 
the  habits  and  condition  of  the  Mulattoes  in  the  South  render  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  obtain  satisfactory  statistics — they  would  rest  upon  my 
veracity  alone.  In  the  northern  cities  ample  materials  exist  for  investi- 
gating this  subject,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  taken  up  by  some  one  who  will 
do  it  justice. 

The  space  here  allowed  would  not  permit,  nor  does  my  present  purpose 
require,  that  I  should  enter  fully  into  the  discussions  on  the  natural  his- 
tory of  the  human  race,  or  the  many  definitions  which  have  been  given 
of  the  term  species.  The  Caucasian,  Ethiopian,  Mongol,  Malay,  and 
American,  may  have  been  distinct  creations,  or  may  be  mere  varieties 
of  the  same  species,  produced  by  external  causes  acting  through  many 
thousand  years  ;  but  this  I  do  believe,  that  at  the  present  day  the 
Anglo-Saxon  and  Negro  races  are,  according  to  the  common  accepta- 
tion of  the  terms,  distinct  species,  and  that  the  offspring  of  the  two  is 
a  hybrid. 

Look  first  upon  the  Caucasian  female  with  her  rose  and  lily  skin, 
silky  hair,  Venus  form,  and  well-chiselled  features — and  then  upon  the 
African  wench,  with  her  black  and  odorous  skin,  woolly  Jiead  and  animal 
features — next  compare  their  intellectual  and  moral  qualities,  and  their 
whole  anatomical  structure,  and  say  whether  they  do  not  differ  as  much 
as  the  swan  and  the  goose,  the  horse  and  the  ass,  or  the  apple  and  pear 
trees.  How  all  this  comes  to  pass  is  not  for  me  to  say — it  has  pleased 
the  Creator,  at  some  period  of  time,  so  to  make  or  change  them.  The 
American  Indian,  too,  though  living  in  all  latitudes  and  in  a  savage  state, 
besides  his  hair,  beardless  chin,  well-siiaped  foot  and  leg,  and  tawny  skin, 
has  many  other  peculiarities  which  are  just  as  striking. 

I  have  said  that  the  Mulatto  is  a  hybrid.  )^y  this  term  is  understood 
the  offspring  of  two  distinct  species — as  the  mule  from  the  horse  and  the 
ass.  This  is  a  very  curious  subject,  on  which  much  might  be  said  ;  but 
I  have  space  for  but  a  very  few  general  remarks.  There  are  a  great  va- 
riety of  hybrids  rimning  through  the  whole  chain  of  animated  nature, 
from  man  down  through  both  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms.     Some  hy- 


*  Under  the  general  term  Mulatto,  I   rth;i!l  for  brevity   include,  Terceroons,  Quartcroons,  Uuinte- 
roons,  &.C. 
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brids  do  not  breed,  as  the  mule.  There  are  instances  of  their  having 
propagated  when  crossed  back  on  one  of  the  parent  stocks.  There  are 
other  iiybrids  which  do  propagate  f)erfectl\%  as  the  ofFsprinff  of  the  he- 
goat  and  ewe — the  t^oldfinch  and  Canary  birds,  the  cygnoides  (Chinese 
goose)  and  common  goose,  &ic.  &ic. 

Hybrids  when  bred  together  have  a  tendency  to  run  out  and  change 
back  to  one  of  the  parent  stocks.  This  has  been  remarked  of  the  Mulat- 
toes  in  the  West  Indies,  and  there  are  now  in  IMobile  families  of  children 
from  the  same  parents,  some  of  whom  are  nearly  white  and  others  nearlv 
black,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  mothers  have  been 
faithful  to  their  husbands. 

A  general  law  laid  down  by  naturalists  is,  that  the  hybrid  derives  its 
size  and  internal  structure  principally  from  the  mother,  and  a  striking  ex- 
ample is  given  in  the  mule.  The  mule,  or  offspring  of  the  mare  and 
jack,  is  a  large  and  powerful  animal,  having  the  internal  organization  of 
the  mother.  The  bardeau,  on  the  contrary  (the  offspring  of  the  stallion 
and  jenny),  is  a  small  and  com[)aratively  worthless  animal. 

As  many  of  these  hybrids  are  governed  by  different  laws,  is  it  not 
reasonable  that  the  human  hybrid  may  also  have  its  peculiar  laws — may 
not  one  of  these  laws  be  (which  might  be  inferred  from  the  foregoing 
data)  that  the  Mulatto  or  hybrid  is  a  degenerate,  unnatural  offspring, 
doomed  i)y  nature  to  work  out  its  own  destruction  ? 

The  statistics  given  by  "  Philanthropist  "  prove  that  the  INIulattoes 
are  much  shorter  lived,  and^  it  is  a  common  subject  of  remark  in  the 
southern  States,  that  they  are  more  liable  to  be  diseased,  and  less  capa- 
ble of  endurance,  than  the  whites  or  blacks  of  the  same  rank  and  condi- 
tion. What  then  could  we  expect  in  breeding  from  a  faulty  stock — a 
stock  which  has  been  produced  by  a  violation  of  nature's  laws — but  tli,at 
they  should  become  more  degenerate  in  each  successive  generation  ?  We 
know  that  the  parent  wiil  transmit  to  the  child  not  only  his  expression, 
external  form,  character,  temperament,  &,c.,  but  even  diseases  through 
many  generations,  as  gout,  scrofula,  consumption,  &c.  ;  why,  then,  may 
not  that  defective  internal  organization,  which  leads  to  ultimate  destruc- 
tion, exist  in  the  Mulatto? 

Eslwick  and  Loni;,  who  are  high  authorities,  in  their  histories  of  Ja- 
maica, both  assert  unhesitatingly,  that  the  male  and  female  Mulatto  do  not 
produce  so  many  children  together,  as  if  they  were  united  respectively  to 
negresses  or  Europeans.  1  am,  too,  credibly  informed  that  these  facts 
are  verified  in  New  Orleans,  and  that  in  that  city  there  are  many  instan- 
ces where  families  have  run  out  so  completely  as  to  leave  an  estate  with- 
out an  heir  to  claim  it. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  writers,  that  when  the  grade  of  Quinteroon  is 
arrived  at,  all  trace  of  black  blood  is  lost,  and  that  they  cannot  be  distin- 
guished from  the  whites.  i\ow,  if  this  be  true,  most  of  the  Mulaitoes 
must  cease  to  breed  before  they  arrive  at  this  point  of  mixture  ;  for  though 
1  have  passed  most  of  my  life  in  places  where  the  two  races  have  been 
mingling  for  many  generations,  I  have  rarely  if  ever  met  an  individual 
tainted  with  black  blood,  in  whom  I  could  not  detect  it  without  difficulty. 
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These  hii^her  grades  should  be  extremely  common   if  the  chain  was  not 
broken  by  death  and  sterility.      How  else  can  the  fact  be  accounted  for  ? 

Virey,  a  dislin!j;uished  French  naturalist,  states,  that  the  connections  be- 
tween Europeans  and  the  women  of  New  Holland  are  very  seldom  pro- 
lific !     This  looks  very  like  some  difference  in  species. 

There  are  also  some  curious  Aicts  connected  with  the  brain  and  in- 
tellectual faculties,  which  bear  strongly  on  the  question  of  distinct  species. 

It  is  well  settled  by  anatoinisis  and  physiologists,  that  the  brain  of  the 
Negro  compared  with  the  Caucasian,  is  smaller  by  a  full  tenth,  that  its 
nerves  are  larger,  the  head  differently  shaped,  the  lacial  angle  less,  and 
the  intellectual  powers  comparatively  defective.  In  the  white  race  the 
fact  is  notorious  that  the  child  derives  its  intellect  much  more  from  the 
mother  than  the  father.  It  is  an  old  remark  that  a  stupid  mother  never 
produces  an  intelligent  family  of  children.  Look  the  world  over,  and 
ask  who  are  the  mothers  of  the  eminent  men,  and  it  will  be  found  that 
there  are  few  exceptions  to  the  rule,  that  the  mothers  are  above,  and 
most  of  them  far  above,  mediocrity  ;  but  this  law  is  reversed  when  the 
white  man  is  crossed  upon  the  negress,  or  Indian  woman — in  the  offspring 
the  brain  is  enlarged,  the  facial  angle  increased,  and  the  intellect  improv- 
ed. Every  observer  in  the  South  will  tell  you  that  the"  Mulattoes  have 
more  intelligence  than  the  blacks,  and  we  know  that  the  leading  men 
amongst  the  Indians  are  the  mixed  class. 

The  Mulattoes  do  not  make  good  slaves,  and  are  always  leaders  in  in- 
surrections. 

Buffon  and  other  naturalists  assert  that  in  hybrids  the  head  resembles 
the  father.  In  the  mule  it  resembles  the  ass — in  the  bardeau  it  is  long, 
lean,  with  short  ears  like  the  horse.  This  law  holds  in  other  hybrids,  and 
bears  strongly  on  the  question  before  us. 

Lawrence,  than  whom  there  is  no  better  authority,  says,  "  the  intellec- 
tual and  moral  character  of  the  Europeans  is  deteriorated  by  the  mixture 
of  black  or  red  blood  ;  while  on  the  other  hand  an  infusion  of  white  blood 
tends  in  an  equal  degree  to  improve  and  ennoble  the  qualities  of  the  dark 
varieties." 

These  remarks,  though  hastily  drawn  up,  are  the  result  of  many  years' 
observation  ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  full  investigation  will  show  that  they 
are  substantially  true.  Every  intelligent  reader  will  see  the  many  impor- 
tant bearings  of  this  subject,  and  I  hope  it  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  some 
one  who  has  more  ability  and  more  leisure  to  bestow  on  it.  If  I  can  start 
the  ball  my  object  is  accomplished. — The  American  Journal  of  the 
Medical  Sciences. 


A   CURIOSITY   IN   OBSTETRIC   PHYSIOLOGY. 

By  John  H.  Griscom,  M.D.,  one  of  the  Physicians  of  the  New  York  Hospital. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1841,  I  was  consulted  by  Mrs.  R.  M.  H.,  for 
a  ha?morrhagic  discharge  from  the  vagina,  she  being  pregnant,  as  she 
believed,  about  seven   months.     This  discharge  had   existed   about  five 
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months,  mostly  every  day,  but  sometimes  ceasinf,^  lor  a  w  hile ;  but 
latterly  it  had  become  more  steady.  She  described  it  as  apparently  not 
pure  blood,  but  a  mixture  of  blood  and  water,  or  very  thin  blood,  of  a 
bright  color,  and  never  coagulated.  She  had  felt  the  motions  of  the 
foetus  with  considerable  distinctness,  until  within  a  month,  since  when 
they  had  diminished  in  strength  and  frequency,  and  for  the  last  few 
days  had  totally  ceased.  Her  general  health  (except  some  muscular 
pains,  and  some  difticulty  in  moving  about  actively),  and  her  appetite, 
were  excellent.  She  was  bled  on  the  16th,  the  blood  being  unusually 
black.  The  operation  enlivened  her  much,  and  she  thought  she  felt 
some  movement  of  the  foetus,  but  too  indistinct  to  be  certain  of  it.  An 
examination  of  the  abdomen,  in  the  sitting  posture,  developed  a  general 
enlargement  which  was  quite  soft,  with  none  of  the  uniform  and  pe- 
culiar firmness  of  the  healthy  impregnated  uterus  of  that  j)enod.  Mid- 
way between  the  umbilicus  and  pubis,  the  fingers  could  be  pressed 
back  nearly  to  the  prominence  of  the  sacrum.  When  this  was  done, 
there  were  distinct  traces  of  a  tumor,  occupying  the  right  iliac  fossa,  of 
an  elongated  form,  and  very  tender  to  the  touch,  and  a  smaller  tumor 
at  the  left  side  of  the  median  line.  The  upper  edges  of  both  were 
distinctly  perceived  by  the  hand  when  pressed  gently  between  them. 
There  was  no  requirement  for  any  interference  until  the  24th,  when  the 
husband  came  to  me  and  said  he  believed  she  was  in  labor.  I  found  her 
sitting  up,  and  having  what  seemed  very  much  like  labor  pains,  every 
few  minutes.  These  ceased  in  a  few  hours,  but  recurred  slightly  the 
following  day.  On  the  26th  she  went  to  bed,  complaining  of  severe  pain 
in  the  abdomen  generally,  greatly  increased  at  short  intervals,  but  not 
subsiding  entirely  at  the  intermissions. 

An  examination,  per  vaginam,  was  now  made,  and  a  firm  round  tumor 
was  perceived,  giving  the  distinct  impression  of  a  foetal  head  felt  through 
the  parietes  of  the  uterus.  It  was  moveable,  as  is  ordinary  in  pregnancy, 
and  motion  was  communicable  through  it  to  the  abdomen. 

The  abdomen  now  became  very  tender  to  the  touch,  especially  over 
the  right  tumor ;  the  pulse  rose  to  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  the  tongue 
became  coated  ;  and  though  both  tongue  and  skin  remained  moist,  the 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen  soon  became  so  excessive,  that  peritonitis 
appeared  severely  developed.  The  hsemorrhage  from  the  vagina  now 
disappeared,  and  did  not  recur.  Active  antiphlogistic  treatment  was 
adopted ;  and  each  successive  effort  produced  a  subsidence  of  the 
symptoms,  but  for  a  few  minutes  only.  The  flame  would  suddenly 
light  up  again,  after  a  short  period  of  ease  to  the  patient,  and  of  hope  to 
the  attendants,  and  burn  with  increased  intensity,  until,  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  she  sank  calmly  in  deatii. 

When  confined  to  the  bed,  Mrs.  H.  first  informed  me  that  she  had  al- 
ways doubted  her  being  pregnant,  though  she  had  had  many  of  the  usual 
symptoms,  such  as  enlargement  of  the  mammae,  with  exudation  of  their 
milk,  motions  of  foetus,  &;c. ;  but  the  latter  were  often  so  obscure  as  to 
lead  her  to  hesitate  between  them  and  borborygmi. 

Autopsia  in  company  with  Drs.  Boyd,  Swett,  and  S.  T.  Smith.     T!ie 
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inteiior  abdomen  presented  ilie  usual  appearances  of  inflammation  of  the 
peritoneum  and  intestines,  with  great  vascular  injection  of  the  omentum, 
and  loss  oi  its  suhstance;  and  among  the  folds  of  the  bowels  and  through 
llie  cellar  tissue,  there  was  a  large  quantity  of  reddish  purulent  matter. 
In  the  right  iliac  fossa  was  a  large  tumor,  of  a  blue  color,  and  towards 
the  left  was  the  uterus,  about  the  size  of  that  organ  in  the  second  month 
of  pregnancy.  Extensive  recent  adhesions  existed  between  the  bowels 
and  the  tumor,  and  in  separating  them,  several  ulcerated  holes  were  dis- 
covered in  the  membrane  covering  the  tumor. 

The  tufiior  was  found  to  dip  down  into  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  was 
subsequently  observed  to  occupy  its  entire  extent.  The  contents  of  the 
pelvis  were  removed  and  laid  upon  a  platter  for  closer  inspection.  The 
uterus  was  first  o|>ened  longitudinally  ;  it  was  very  healthy  looking,  ex- 
cept in  size,  and  was  entirely  void  of  anything  like  a  foetus.  It  contained 
a  small  quantity  of  mucus,  and  its  inner  surfiice  was  copiously  dotted 
with  red  points.  The  left  Fallopian  tube  and  ovary  were  sound,  as  was 
also  the  right  tube.  The  latter  was  traversed  with  some  difficulty  by 
means  of  bristles,  up  to  the  fimbriated  extremities,  which  terminated 
against  the  tumor,  the  latter  being  in  fact  the  rigiit  ovarium,  developed  to 
the  size  of  a  large  cocoa  nut.  This  was  opened  longitudinally,  and  im- 
mediately there  was  brought  to  view  a  perfectly-formed  foetus,  of  about 
six  (nonths,  placenta  and  all  complete.  The  child  appeared  to  have  been 
dead  a  considerable  time;  it  was  very  soft,  and  the  placenta  was  partially 
converted  into  purulent-looking  matter,  similar  to  that  found  in  the  peri- 
toneal cavity.  It  had  escaped  through  the  openings  before  noticed.  The 
ovarium,  as  now  seen,  consisted  of  a  large  sac,  of  a  mingled  muscular 
and  membranous  texture,  about  as  thick  as  a  silver  dollar,  and  was  irregu- 
larly divided  into  three  or  four  large  cells  by  membranous  partitions. 
The  foetal  head  presented  towards  the  vagina. — N.  Y.  Journal  of  Medi- 
cine and  the  Collateral  Sciences. 


FATAL   CASE   OF   PERFORATION    OF   THE   DUODENUM. 

By  Joshua   W.  Ash,  M.D.,  of   Delaware  County,  Pa. 

T.  R.,  aet.  50  years,  of  strongly-marked  bilious  temperament,  energeti- 
cally active  in  the  prosecution  of  an  extensive  business,  regular  and  tem- 
perate in  his  habits,  and  possessing  robust,  general  health,  was  attack- 
ed suddenly,  at  1  1  o'clock,  A.  M.,  June  1.5th,  1843,  wdiile  sitting  in  a 
meeting  for  worship,  with  pain  in  the  epigastric  abdominal  region  of  the 
most  intense  severity.  He  had  complained  for  several  hours  previously 
of  a  heavy  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  hard  to  bear,  but  not  in  his 
estimation  sufficiently  important  to  detain  him  at  hon)e.  The  same  had 
occurred  at  several  difierent  times  during  the  preceding  week,  which,  af- 
ter lasting  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  had  gone  ofll",  leaving  little  or  no  in- 
convenience behind.  Six  weeks  previously  he  had  a  chill,  followed  by 
fever,  which  confined  him  but  for  a  day  or  two.  His  appetite  was  good, 
sleep  natural  ;  digestion,  assimilation  and  other  functions  healthy  ;  inlesti- 
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nnl,  urinary  and  other  secretions  perfectly  regular,  and  his  \vho!e  health, 
with  the  above  noted  exceptions,  had  been  perfectly  \ipoA  up  to  the  mo- 
ment of  attack.  I  happened  to  be  present,  and  being  called  upon,  ac- 
con)panied  him  home.  His  pulse  was  entirely  unaffected,  his  tongue 
clean  and  moist,  with  a  skin  soft  and  natural,  but  which  soon  became  be- 
dewed with  copious  perspiralion,  from  the  intensity  of  his  suffering.  His 
ston)ach  was  calm,  and  he  had  had  a  free  a) vine  discharge  since  breakfast. 
There  existed  reducible  inguinal  hernia  of  the  left  side,  which  was  lound 
upon  examination  entirely  free  from  soreness  and  pain.  In  addition  to 
the  abdominal  pain  he  complained  much  of  a  sense  of  stricture  across  the 
shoulders,  extending  from  before  backwards,  such  as  would  result  from  a 
hard  cord  drawn  tightly  across,  causing  an  intensity  of  suffering,  but  little 
less  in  degree  than  the  abdominal  pain.  To  mitigate  the  extreme  severity 
of  the  agonizing  pain  under  which  he  was  suffering,  was  to  my  luind  the 
first  indication,  and  one  that  called  imperatively  for  prompt  and  decisive 
action.  To  effect  this  object,  and  with  a  view  at  the  same  time  to  speedily 
unload  the  bowels,  I  directed  full  doses  of  opiucn,  combined  with  calomel 
and  aided  by  stimulating  enemata.  A  large  sinapism  was  applied  to  the 
abdomen,  and  blood  freely  drawn  from  the  arm. 

Failing  by  these  measures  to  produce  the  desired  relief,  the  injections 
having  in  every  instance  returned  without  bringing  away  any  fascai  matier, 
1  had  him  immersed  in  a  warm  bath,  with  only  temporary  relief.  Blood 
was  again  drawn  freely  from  the  arm,  and  calomel  and  opium,  in  divided 
doses,  alternated  with  castor  oil  and  sp.  terebinth.,  directed  to  be  given 
every  two  hours  until  the  bowels  should  be  moved,  together  with  fomen- 
tations to  the  abdomen  to  be  steadily  and  perseveringly  applied.  Upon 
taking  the  third  dose  of  oil  his  stomach  revolted,  it  was  consequently 
discontinued,  and  infusion  of  senna  substituted,  which,  with  two  grains  of 
calomel,  were  directed  to  be  continued  every  two  hours,  until  the  desired 
effect  should  be  produced. 

Twelve  hours  had  now  elapsed  from  the  time  of  attack  ;  the  pain 
was  mitigated  but  not  subdued  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  continued  in  a  degree 
eminently  distressing  ;  the  bowels  had  not  yet  responded  to  the  measures 
used  for  the  evacuation  of  their  contents,  the  epigastric  and  iiypochon- 
driac  regions  (particularly  the  right)  at  this  time  had  become  in  a  high  de- 
gree sensitive  to  pressure,  the  sensation  produced  being,  as  he  expressed 
it,  peculiar  and  indescribable,  but  not  strictly  painful :  there  being  manifest 
disposition  to  sleep,  I  left  him  for  the  night,  and  saw  him  again  at  5  o'clock 
the  following  morning.  He  had  passed  much  of  the  night  in  a  state  of 
disturbed  sleep,  and  was  still  dozing.  Not  yet  was  there  any  improve- 
ment in  his  condition,  bowels  still  unmoved,  the  pulse  had  become  irri- 
tated and  accelerated  in  frequency.  Directed  a  continuation  of  the 
treatment,  with  repetition  of  tlie  warm  bath.  1  gave  a  drop  of  croton  oil, 
to  be  repeated  in  an  hour  should  it  not  have  operated,  and  left  him  until  9 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  when  I  again  saw  him,  and  learned  there  had  been  a  free 
discharge  of  blood  from  the  hasmorrhoidal  veins  accompanying  the  return 
of  an  injection,  but  without  the  slightest  relief  to  the  symptoms  ;  directed 
a  steady  continuance  of  the  treatment  till  noon,  substituting  an  emollient 
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pouliice  over  the  whole  abdomen  in  place  of  the  fomentations,  and 
then,  should  relief  not  have  been  procured,  six  dozen  leeches  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  abdomen.  The  abdominal  sensibility  had  become  increased 
in  acuteness  without  extending  much  beyond  its  former  limits  ;  still  the 
sensation  produced  upon  the  slightest  touch,  although  unbearable,  was 
not  that  of  pain,  but,  in  his  own  words,  "  a  sort  of  indescribable  tick- 
ling of  the  whole  insides."  His  respiration  had  now  a  marked  charac- 
ter of  abruptness.  The  tongue  was  still  clean  and  natural,  as  was  also 
the  state  of  the  skin  over  the  whole  body.  Thirst,  which  hitherto  had 
not  been  remarkably  urgent,  became  now  incessant,  calling  for  small 
quantities  of  liquid.  The  stomach  was  still  unaffected  with  nausea  ;  ex- 
treme restlessness  demanded  an  almost  incessant  change  of  posture  ;  the 
position  generally  assumed  was  on  the  back,  slightly  inclining  to  one  or 
the  other  side,  with  the  head  and  shoulders  elevated  to  an  angle  with 
the  horizon  of  about  30  or  35  decrees. 

8  o  clock,  P.  M.  The  leeching  has  not  procured  for  him  the  slightest 
relief,  but  the  operation  having  occupied  a  long  time,  has  induced  a  good 
deal  of  exhaustion.  The  bowels  still  continue  obstinately  unmoved,  and 
although  tlie  pain  is  not  so  agonizing  as  at  the  beginning,  it  is  still  ha- 
rassing in  no  ordinary  degree  ;  in  short,  the  whole  condition  of  tlie  man  is 
one  of  unmitigated,  indescribable  wretchedness.  From  this  time  till  the 
hour  of  his  death,  which  event  occurred  at  7  o'clock  next  morning,  forty- 
four  hours  from  the  time  the  attack  began,  was  occupied  in  persevering 
endeavors  to  quiet  irritation,  combat  the  advancing  evidences  of  inflamnia- 
tion,  and  procure  alvine  discharges  ;  but  it  was  all  to  no  purpose,  the 
bowels  remaining  obstinately  closed  until  the  last,  not  giving  issue  even 
to  the  discharge  of  gas,  until  within  a  very  short  time  of  death,  when  a 
free  discharge  of  flatus  took  place.  His  stomach  became  sick  about  four 
hours  before  death,  from  which  time  he  tin-ew  up  at  intervals  small  quan- 
tities of  bile-tinged  liquid.  His  mental  manifestations  were  unclouded 
and  calm  throughout  the  whole  period,  excepting  a  few  slightly  delirious 
expressions,  while  in  a  half-sleeping  state,  when  under  the  influence  of 
opium. 

Autopsy,  eight  hours  after  death,  aided  by  my  friend,  Dr.  William  E. 
Haines.     Present,  Drs.  Joseph   Wilson  and  A.  E.  Small. 

The  exterior  of  the  body  presented  no  marks  worthy  of  particular  note. 
The  abdomen,  somewhat  distended,  was  niore  resisting  than  is  usual. 
Upon  cutting  into  the  peritoneal  sac  there  was  a  rush  of  gas  ;  its  cavity 
was  found  to  contain  a  large  amount  of  serous  liquid  tinged  with  bile, 
bearing  a  close  resemblance  to  the  liquid  voided  from  his  stomach  during 
the  last  few  hours  of  life;  and,  in  the  more  depending  parts  a  heavier 
matter,  of  a  muco-purulent  consistence  and  appearance.  Recently-form- 
ed imperfect  adhesions  existed  between  the  abdominal  walls  and  viscera, 
in  the  right  hypochondriac  and  contiguous  portion  of  the  epigastric  region, 
where  the  evidences  of  the  highest  degree  of  the  inflammatory  action 
were  met  with.  From  this  point  it  appeared  to  have  spread  as  from  a 
centre,  and  extended  itself  over  the  diaphragm,  liver,  stomach,  spleen, 
and  transverse  colon — the  omentum  partaking  largely.     The  whole  surface 
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of  the  liver,  spleen  and  dia|3hra,5in,  were  coated  with  a  layer  of  purulent 
matter  ;  the  small  Intestines  exhibited  but  slight  traces  of  inflammatory  ac- 
tion. In  the  progress  of  the  examination  it  soon  became  obv^ious  that 
there  existed  somewhere  a  perforation  of  the  intestinal  canal,  the  search 
for  which  was  commenced  at  the  colic  extremity.  Passing  ligatures 
around  the  bowel,  it  was  cautiously  separated  by  the  scalpel,  and  care- 
fully examined  throughout  its  entire  length,  until,  arriving  at  the  duode- 
num, it  was  divided  and  removed.  No  evidences  of  disease  deserving 
notice  were  discovered  in  any  part  of  the  removed  portion,  consisting  ol 
jejunum,  ileum  and  colon.  At  this  stage  of  the  dissection,  happening  to 
notice  tliat  the  gall-bladder  was  greatly  distended,  I  passed  my  finger  un- 
der its  duct,  and  at  the  same  lime  making  pressure  upon  its  surface,  there 
was  an  immediate  escape  of  some  bilious  liquid  into  the  cavity  of  the 
belly,  which  led  at  once  to  the  discovery  of  the  perforation.  This  was 
of  a  circular  form,  with  clean,  even  edges  (as  though  it  had  been  made 
by  a  shoemaker's  punch),  about  as  large  as  a  medium-sized  goose  quill. 
Passing  through  the  coats  of  the  bowel  near  the  entrance  of  the  gall 
duct,  it  occupied  a  position  on  its  concave  or  left  side,  about  one  and  a 
half  inches  below  the  pylorus.  Passing  a  ligature  around  the  oesophagus, 
the  stomach  and  duodenum  were  removed  for  closer  inspection  ;  laying 
them  open  from  end  to  end,  the  perforation  was  found  to  have  resulted 
from  ulceration,  which,  judging  from  its  appearances,  was  supposed  to 
have  occupied  a  long  time  in  its  accomplishment.  Through  the  mucous 
and  muscular  coats  it  was  about  five-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  with 
clean,  callous  edges,  rounded,  and  much  thickened  by  interstitial  deposi- 
tion— the  thickening  extending  but  a  little  beyond  the  circumference  of 
the  ulcer.  The  internal  coat  of  the  stomach,  as  well  as  of  the  bowels, 
was  apparently  perfectly  healthy,  except  only  at  the  seat  of  ulceration, 
and  for  a  few  lines  immediately  around  it.  The  gall-bladder  was  full  to 
repletion,  of  a  very  thick,  black,  semi-liquid  substance,  which  appeared  to 
be  bile  mixed  with  venous  blood.  The  colon  contained  a  quantity  of 
liquid  freces  ;  and  in  the  small  intestines  a  single  lumbricus  was  found. — 
Philad.  Med.  Examiner. 


NEW   EXPERIMENTS    ON    THE    PHYSIOLOGY    OF   DIGESTION. 

Considering  how  much  health  and  long  life  are  dependent  upon  a  due 
culture  of  the  assimilating  powers.  Professor  Schultz  instituted  a  series  of 
experiments  on  the  physiology  of  digestion.  He  observes  very  justly  (in 
his  new  work  on  "  the  Rejuvenescence  of  Man,  or  renewal  of  Human 
Life")  that  the  generally  received  opinions  respecting  the  agency  of  the 
gastric  juice  are  very  unsatisfactory.  They  give  no  good  account  of 
mastication  or  rumination,  or  of  the  part  the  saliva  takes  in  digestion,  al- 
though digestion  is  performed  in  the  mouth  in  many  amphibia,  and  other 
animals  have  salivary  glands  in  the  stomach  itself.  Before  relating  the 
experiments  of  our  author,  we  shall  give  the  results  of  those  already  pub- 
lished in  his  work — De  Alimentornm  concoctione. 
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"I.  Tliat,  excepting  diirini;  digestion  the  secretions  of  the  stomach 
are  always  alkaline  ;  they  are  even  alkaline  at  the  commencement  of  di- 
gestion in  many  animals,  and  in  those  which  fast  long,  as  the  hybernants, 
the  contents  of  the  intestinal  canal  are  alkaline  also. 

"  2.  That  the  degree  of  acidity  in  the  chyme  in  the  different  divi- 
sions of  the  stomach  corresponds  closely  with  the  stage  of  digestion,  is 
altogether  different  as  the  food  is  different,  and  becomes  less  as  digestion 
is  prolonged. 

"  3.  That  there  is  much  less  acid  formed  in  the  stomach  during  di- 
gestion, than  is  requisite  to  chemical  action  on  the  food.  Chyme  from 
vegetable  food  requires  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  carbonate 
of  soda  for  satuiation  ;  chyme  from  cheese  requires  from  1  to  1|  per 
cent. ;  from  flesh  2  to  "Zh  per  cent.  All  the  chyme  in  the  stomach  of 
a  calf,  amounting  to  about  four  ounces,  was  saturated  by  less  than  half  a 
drachm  of  the  carbonate.  From  forty  to  sixty  grains  at  the  most  will 
saturate  any  quantity  that  may  be  found  in  the  stomach  of  a  dog. 

''  4.  That  the  stomach  like  all  other  mucous  membranes  secretes  mu- 
cus only,  but  is  specially  adapted  for  absorption  of  fluids ;  consequently, 
the  stomachs  of  fasting  men  and  animals  are  quite  empty. 

"5.  That  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  saliva  being  constantly  secreted 
and  also  swallowed,  even  when  digestion  is  not  going  on  ;  that  in  ani- 
mals furnished  with  a  stomach  having  a  horny  lining,  the  saliva  thus 
swallowed  collects  in  considerable  quantities  :  that  in  animals  in  which  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  is  naked,  the  saliva  becomes  concen- 
trated by  the  absorption  of  the  watery  portion,  leaving  the  fixed  constitu- 
ents in  the  stomach.  Many  ounces  of  this  concentrated  saliva  may  be 
found  in  the  empty  stomach  of  the  horse.  The  parotid  gland  of  a  single 
horse  secreted  more  than  100  ounces  of  saliva  in  twenty-four  hours. 

"  6.  That,  consequently,  all  fluids  found  in  the  stomach,  or  extracted 
from  the  mucous  membrane,  necessarily  contain  salivary  matter,  or  rather 
saliva  in  a  concentrated  state  ;  and  also  that  all  gastric  juices  which 
have  been  collected  or  prepared  for  experiments,  contain  the  salivary 
constituents. 

"  To  these  statements  may  be  added — a.  That,  as  Spallangani  well 
knew,  no  food  can  be  digested  artificially  without  saliva,  b.  That  the 
chyme  is  not  a  chemical  solution,  but  an  organic  compound  formed  by 
the  transformation  of  the  constituents  of  the  food  ;  as  for  example,  starcli 
being  transformed  into  sugar,  sugar  into  acids  ;  changes  which  never 
take  place  in  the  common  experiments  on  artificial  digestion,  c.  That 
the  acid  of  the  stomach  is  a  product  of  digestion  ;  that  the  alkaline  con- 
tents of  the  stomach  are  first  saturated  before  free  acid  is  present,  and 
that  the  latter  during  fasting  gradually  disappears,  and  an  alkaline  condi- 
tion is  restored  ;  the  period  required  for  the  completion  of  the  changes 
varying  in  length  from  si\  to  twelve  hours,  d.  Permanent  acidity  is 
only  observed  in  diseased  stales  of  the  stomach,  as  in  heart-burn,  in 
which  the  digestion  is  impaired,  although  aecording  to  the  chemical 
theory  it  ought  to  be  energetic.  Fermentation  and  the  formation  of  car- 
bonic acid  gas.  which  never  take  place   in    healthy  digestion,  result  from 
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this  diseased  condition,     e.  Tiie  ingestion  of  acids  during  digestion  inter- 
rupts that  process  under  all  circumstances. 

"  From  all  these  statements  it  follows  that  die  fluid  which  physiologists 
liave  termed  the  gastric  juice,  is  only  a  medley  of  various  things  taken  into 
the  stomach,  and  not,  with  the  exception  of  the  mucus,  secreted  hy  it. 
The  acid  is  a  chemical  product  from  tlte  food,  produced  as  the  latter  is 
continually  agitated  with  the  chyme.  Bui  above  all,  the  acid  gastric  juice 
obtained  by  experimentalists  from  healthy  men  and  dogs  contained  acid 
chyme.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  such  thing  as  acid  gastric  juice,  but  only 
sour  chyme:'— Pp.  \81~\90. 

The  flat  contradiction  here  given  generally  to  the  inferences  from  Dr. 
Beaumont's  experiments  on  the  Canadian  voyageur  is  followed  up  in  a 
note  by  a  special  reference  to  these  experiments.  This  contradiction  is, 
however,  pushed  to  its  utmost  limit  when  our  author  declares,  in  the  very 
t-eeth  of  Dr.  Beaumont's  conclusions,  that  the  saliva  is  the  main  agent  in 
the  digestive  process.  As  this  view  has  been  advocated  from  experi- 
ments by  at  least  one  physician  in  England,  we  refer  to  Dr.  Wright, 
and  as  it  is  also  founded  by  Professor  Schultz  on  carefully-made  expe- 
riments, we  shall  notice  it  in  detail  as  far  as  our  crowded  volume  will 
allow. 

New  experiments  on  the  digesting  power  of  the  Saliva.  Prof.  Schultz 
first  prepared  the  saliva  used  in  these  experiments  by  concentrating  it, 
for  some,  to  the  consistence  of  thin  syrup  ;  for  others,  to  a  state  of  perfect 
dryness.  In  the  latter  state  it  was  reduced  to  a  white  friable  mass,  con- 
taining nevertheless  the  true  digesting  element ;  and  formed,  when  rub- 
bed up  with  five  or  six  parts  of  water,  a  milky  fluid,  having  the  same  pro- 
portion of  fixed  constituents  as  the  less  concentrated  saliva,  but  constitut- 
ing a  fluid  less  effectual  than  the  latter.  The  following  are  the  results  of 
these  experiments: 

"  1.  The  transformation  of  potato-meal  and  of  flour  into  sugar,  by  di- 
gestion in  saliva  at  blood  heat,  was  effected  more  rapidly  in  the  concen- 
trated than  in  the  unconcentrated  saliva.  Transformation  commenced  in 
half  an  hour,  and  was  completed  in  fi^om  two  to  three  hours  with  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  saliva. 

"  2.  The  mass  thus  acted  upon  by  concentrated  saliva  acquired  equally 
with  unconcentrated  saliva  the  powet-  of  changing  unboiled  starch  into 
sugar.  Free  acid  is  formed  in  a  small  quantity  only,  just  as  in  the  diges- 
tion of  boiled  starch  in  the  stomach. 

"5.  Cheese  digested  with  concentrated  saliva  is  acted  upon  almost 
immediately,  and  changed  in  from  two  to  three  hours  into  a  chyme-like 
mass. 

"4.  Cooked  muscular  fibre  colliquesces  in  like  manner,  the  fibrils  melt- 
ing away,  as  I  have  figured  in  my  previous  work  De  Aliment.  Concoct. 
The  reduction,  however,  is  not  so  rapid  as  that  of  cheese.  This  point 
appears  to  me  of  considerable  importance,  and  is  one  not  noticed  in  the 
accounts  of  the  earlier  attempts  at  artificial  digestion.  It  must  be  observ- 
ed that  large  portions  of  flesh  are  only  chymified  on  the  surface,  so  that 
the  chyme  thus  formed  must  be  removed   by  moving  the  portion  under 
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experiment,  so  that  the  subjacent  parts  may  be  duly  exposed  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  digestive  fluid.  Minute  pieces  colhquesce  much  sooner  than 
large.  The  concentrated  saliva  of  the  horse  (which  is  very  alkaline) 
digests  flesh  and  cheese  more  readily,  if  the  alkali  it  contains  be  previously 
neutralized  either  wholly  or  in  part.  On  the  other  hand,  the  transforma- 
tion of  vegetable  matters,  as  from  starch  to  sugar,  is  more  quickly  effected 
by  strong  alkaline  saliva. 

"  5.  The  saliva  of  the  dog  is  less  alkaline,  and  acts  on  animal  fibre  like 
the  neutralized  saliva  of  the  horse. 

"  6.  The  digestion  of  animal  fibre  in  the  saliva  of  a  horse  is  facilitated 
by  mixing  vegetable  matters  with  it,  as  boiled  starch." — P.  191-3. 

The  rules  for  promoting  digestion  may  be  easily  gathered  from  the  pre- 
ceding experiments.  In  tlie  first  place,  the  food  must  be  well  masticated. 
This  rule  every  physician  conmiends  to  his  dyspeptic  patients.  But 
thorough  mastication  demands  the  exercise  of  good  teeth  and  active  jaws. 
The  masseters  rarely  fail ;  the  teeth  often.  The  cause  of  dental  decay 
is  well  hinted  at  by  our  author.  Physiologically,  the  teeth  are  products 
of  the  epidermis,  and  their  healthy  condition  is  as  much  influenced  by 
that  of  tlie  mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  as  the  cuticle  and 
hair  are  by  the  condition  of  the  cutaneous  organs.  To  brush  and  scrub 
the  teeth  is  well  enough  when  they  are  sound  and  the  digestive  powers 
are  good  ;  but  when  decay  begins  to  take  place,  attention  must  be  di- 
rected to  the  digestive  organs,  if  the  progress  of  that  decay  is  to  be 
arrested.  The  first  consideration  will  be  not  to  slip  the  food  down  im- 
perfectly masticated  for  fear  of  exciting  toothache,  but  to  comminute  the 
food  more  minutely  before  putting  it  into  the  mouth,  and  then  mixing  it 
well  with  the  saliva.  It  is  exceedingly  probable  that  the  decayed  teeth 
for  which  the  Germans  and  Americans  are  nationally  notorious,  are  de- 
pendent in  a  great  degree  on  the  too  rapid  ingestion  of  their  food,  so 
common  with  all  classes  of  these  people. 

The  secretion  of  saliva  continues  after  completion  of  the  meals,  some- 
times to  an  extraordinary  amount. — (De  Alim.  Concoct.,  p.  57.)  To 
swallow  the  saliva  thus  secreted  is  the  best,  because  natural,  remedy 
against  morbid  acidity.  If  the  post-prandial  secretion  be  defective,  sweet- 
meats are  its  best  excitants. 

In  delicate  persons  the  temperature  of  the  stomach  may  be  too  low  for 
proper  chymification,  and  warm  drinks  should  be  taken.  Too  great  a 
quantity  also  of  acid  may  be  formed  towards  the  end  of  the  process.  If 
this  be  the  case,  soda-water  is  commendable,  or  the  carbonate  of  soda,  or 
"  fluid  magnesia,"  previously  diluted,  or  a  flow  of  saliva  may  be  excited, 
and  the  product  swallowed. — Brit,  and  Foreign  Med.  Review. 


SNAKES   AND   SN.'^KE-BITES    AT  TIIFl   SOUTH   WEST. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  prepared   for  your  inspection   a   few  observations   relative 
to  the  different  species  of  snakes  common  in  this  latitude.     The  classi- 
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fication  1  give  is  without  regard  to  that  of  scientific  naturalists,  prefer- 
ring rather  to  adopt  the  terms  in  vulgar  use,  leaving  to  the  reader  the 
task  of  a  more  correct  one. 

In  a  medical  point  of  view  there  are  many  interesting  facts  connect- 
ed with  the  history  of  these  reptiles,  that  deserve  attention.  The  an- 
nual recurrence  of  pathological  phenomena  following  the  bite  of  some 
species,  is  a  circumstance  almost  universally  unnoticed,  and  one  that  has 
led  to  many  errors  in  diagnosis,  and  consequently  in  practice. 

Of  the  rattle  snake,  we  have  two  species — the  larger  kind,  so  com- 
mon in  most  parts  of  the  United  States,  is  familiar  to  all.  The  ground 
rattle  snake  attains  the  length  of  ten  or  fifteen  inches  only — pleds  darker 
than  the  large  species,  each  terminating  in  a  yellow  margin.  They 
are  very  slim,  carry  from  three  to  seven  rattles,  and  are  extremely 
venomous. 

The  pilot,  by  some  considered  a  species  of  rattle  snake,  grows  from 
three  to  six  feet  long — resembles  the  large  snake  in  many  points — pieds 
not  so  bright — tail  tapering  to  a  point,  with  no  rattles — head  narrow  and 
copper  colored,  armed  with  fangs,  and  poisonous. 

Of  the  moccasins  we  have  three  species.  The  highland  attains  the 
length  of  four  feet,  slender  and  tapering  gradually  at  the  tail — head  broad, 
copper  colored,  with  fangs — belly  pale  yellow — back  rusty  brown.  The 
summp,  or  stump-tail,  is  from  two  to  three  feet  long.  They  derive  their 
name  from  their  peculiar  structure,  being  very  large  and  abrupt  in  the 
termination  of  the  extremities.  The  color  of  the  back  is  darker  than  the 
highland,  and  the  belly  lighter.  The  head  very  broad,  with  very  long 
fangs.  When  enraged,  or  annoyed  by  the  approach  of  anything,  they  are 
extremely  vicious,  and  attack  with  promptness.  The  water  moccasin  has 
a  tapering  head  and  tail,  yellow  belly,  with  yellow  and  brown  pieds  on 
the  back.  They  are  from  one  to  two  feet  long,  and  not  regarded  as  very 
venomous,  from  the  circumstance  that  they  never  bite  under  water. 

The  spreading  adder  resembles  the  rattlesnake  in  conformation,  but 
is  much  shorter — twelve  to  fifteen  inches  being  its  usual  length.  When 
irritated,  it  has  the  power  of  spreading  itself  widely,  and  hissing  like  a 
goose.  Its  head  is  very  broad,  is  armed  with  fangs,  and  is  very 
poisonous. 

The  long  blue  snake  is  from  four  to  six  feet  in  length.  It  has  a  light 
blue  belly,  with  dark  blue  back.  It  has  no  fangs,  and  is  not  poisonous  ; 
will  run  from  you,  and  is  said  to  be  the  master  of  all  snakes,  encircling 
them  in  its  colls  until  they  are  crushed  to  death. 

The  little  black  runner  is  a  slim,  tapering  snake,  three  feet  long,  and 
very  black.  It  is  very  rapid  in  its  movements,  and  progresses  with 
great  speed,  with  its  head  high  and  bowed.  Though  it  has  no  fangs,  it 
will  attack  if  annoyed. 

The  coach-whip  snake  is  six  feet  long,  slender,  and  black  from  the 
head  half  the  distance  to  the  tail ;  the  rest  is  pieded  with  green  and  brown 
like  the  plaiting  of  a  whip.      Is  not  venomous. 

The  garter  snake  is  small,  from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches  in  length. 
It  is  one  of  the   most  beautiful  snakes  in  the  country  ;  having,  from  head 
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to  tail,  alt(>rnating  circles  of  red,  black  and  yellow,  ihree-fourilis  of  an 
inch  in  width.     It  lives  mostly  in  the  ground,  and  is  not  venomous. 

The  cotton  snake  is  from  two  to  three  feet  in  length.  Its  head  is 
large,  body  very  small  and  green.  It  is  seldom  seen,  and  is  very 
venomous. 

The  above  brief  synopsis  will  give  the  reader  a  general,  though  imper- 
fect idea  of  the  physical  character  of  some  of  the  reptile  kingdom  of  the 
South-west.  A  minute  detail  would  be  foreign  to  the  object  of  this  com- 
munication. The  effect  produced  by  the  bite  of  some  of  these  reptiles 
interests  us  particularly  as  physicians.  Although  the  sul)ject  has  received 
the  attention  of  medical  writers,  and  the  symptoms  and  phenomena  follow- 
ing the  inoculation  of  their  poison,  and  the  necessary  treatment  to  neu- 
tralize and  arrest  its  progress,  have  been  ably  discussed,  but  little  notice 
has  been  taken  of  an  annua]  recurrence  of  symptoms  following  the  bite 
of  some  species.  The  course  and  peculiarity  of  the  development  of  the 
poison  when  inoculated  by  the  bile  of  different  species,  does  not  differ 
materially.  That  of  the  pilot  and  the  two  species  of  rattlesnake  is  most 
violent,  yet  more  readily  under  the  control  of  medicinal  agents.  The  poi- 
son of  the  moccasin  is  slower  in  its  progress,  and  most  malignant  in  its 
character,  and  is  followed  by  an  annual  recurrence.  Of  all  the  species 
of  snakes  that  exist  among  us,  none  are  more  formidable  that  the  swamp 
moccasin.  Being  exceedingly  sluggish  in  their  movements,  they  never 
retreat,  but  seek  an  opportunity  of  attack.  Such  is  the  virulence  of  their 
poison,  that  the  part  bitten  sloughs  off"  to  some  extent;  and  the  snake 
itself,  when  wounded  with  any  weapon  or  instrument,  sloughs  at  the  point 
of  contact.  In  the  last  summer  and  first  fall  month  they  are  more  venom- 
ous and  vicious  than  at  any  other  time,  and  the  disagreeable  odor  emitted 
from  their  bodies  is  perceivable  at  the  distance  of  forty  feet. 

So  far  as  my  own  observation  extends,  which  is  in  accordance  with  that 
obtained  from  the  aged  and  observing  in  whose  statements  confidence  can 
be  placed,  no  annual  recurrence  of  symptoms  has  followed  the  bite  of 
any  species  save  the  moccasin  and  spreading  adder.  1  will  instance  three 
cases  only  of  this,  as  examples  of  many  more  that  might  be  adduced. 

Case  I. — Mr. was  bitten   on    the  leg,  when  ten  years  old,  by  a 

moccasin  snake.  In  half  an  hour  the  leg  became  painful  and  swelled 
rapidly,  the  swelling  extending  to  the  hip,  attended  with  high  irritative 
fever.  No  ujedical  aid  being  at  hand,  the  foot  and  leg  were  immersed  in 
hot  brine,  after  which  he  drank  freely  of  a  decoction  of  cotton  wood,  ap- 
plying the  same  in  the  form  of  a  poultice  to  the  wound.  He  recovered  un- 
der this  treatment,  the  wounded  part  sloughing  freely.  For  eighteen 
years  last  past,  he  has  had  an  annual  recurrence  of  symptoms,  attended 
with  severe  j)ain,  similar  to  the  first  attack,  but  not  accompanied  with 
swelling.  It  occurred  precisely  at  the  same  time  in  the  year,  continuing 
several  days,  and  decreasing  in  severity  every  succeeding  year.  Last 
year,  for  the  first  time  since  receiving  the  wound,  he  experienced  none. 
A  sini;;ular  circumstance  relative  to  the  location  of  these  annual  pains  was. 
that  for  several   years  it  was  confined  to  the  knee  of  the  limb  bitten  ;   in 
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a  few  years  it  left  the  knee  and  seized  the  hip,  and  finally  it  attacked  the 
shoulder,  the  last  attack  being  very  slight. 

Case  II. — A  slave  was  bitten  ten  years  ago  by  a  moccasin,  at  which 
time  she  was  attacked  with  the  symptoms  usually  attending  the  develop- 
ment of  the  inoculated  poison.  Every  subsequent  year,  to  the  present, 
the  same  symptoms  have  returned,  with  less  intensity,  and  with  an  ab- 
sence of  swelling.  They  readily  yield  to  the  usual  antidotes,  as  at  the 
first  attack. 

Case  III. — A  lady,  aged  22,  was  bitten  by  an  adder,  and  the  usual 
symptoms  followed.  For  twelve  years  she  has  had  a  recurrence  of 
painful  symptoms  in  the  bitten  limb,  at  the  time  of  the  year  correspond- 
ing with  the  time  she  received  the  wound. 

Other  cases  of  a  similar  character  might  be  adduced,  but  these  are  suffi- 
cient to  substantiate  the  fact  that  an  annual  recurrence  does  follow  the  in- 
oculated poison  of  the  moccasin  ;  and  so  far  as  iny  limited  observation 
extends,  has  followed  in  every  case.  Wm.  Stockbkidge. 

West  Feliciana,  La.,  June,  1843. 
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The  Blue  Lick  Spri?igs  of  Kent^ichy. — Through  the  entire  mountain 
ridges  of  Virginia,  the  medicinal  waters  are  gushing  out  at  various  points 
in  copious  streams  ;  but  some  few  locations  havo  more  reputation  than 
others,  which  they  will  doubtless  maintain  for  generations  to  come.  In 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  there  are  fountains  equally  distinguished  for  their 
properties  in  subduing  a  variety  of  diseases,  yet  their  geological  relations 
are  quite  different  from  those  on  the  lofty  elevations  of  the  Alleganies. 
They  bubble  up  in  peculiar  depressions  on  the  line  of  shallow  ravines, 
technically  called,  in  the  vernacular  of  the  country,  licks.  There  are  the 
Blue  Licks,  Big-bone  Licks,  &c.  &c.,  well  known  to  the  traveller,  the  geo- 
grapher, and  those  in  pursuit  of  health. 

From  a  remote  antiquity,  the  wild  animals  of  the  forest  trav^ersed  the 
whole  region  of  country  to  gratify  a  strong  and  perhaps  innate  propensity 
for  salt,  which  was  held  in  solution  in  the  water  that  was  forced  out  of 
the  ground  at  the  licks.  Nearly  the  whole  if  not  all  the  licks  are  saline 
springs.  There  countless  herds  of  buffiloes,  the  deer,  and  perhaps  all 
the  smaller  animals,  met  at  one  common  rallying  place,  to  lick  their 
mother  earth,  saturated  with  marine  salt.  There  they  probably  contended 
for  the  right  of  possession,  warring  upon  each  other  from  age  to  age 
in  the  solitary  gloom  of  a  mighty  forest,  undisturbed  by  the  footsteps 
of  man,  and  there  accumulations  of  skeletons  were  left  to  bleach  and 
decay — the  memorials  of  brute  warfare.  But  long  before — even  at  an 
epoch  so  distant  that  geology  itself  furnishes  no  data  for  a  probable  con- 
jecture in  respect  to    the  period — the  mastodon,  colossal  in  size,  and   pow- 


44  The  Blue  Lick  Springs  of  Kentucky . 

erful  in  strength,  sought  the  same  licks  and  gratified  the  same  indomitable 
appetite  for  salt  that  characterizes  the  races  that  have  been  ushered  into 
being  since  its  gigantic  bones  have  been  fossillizing  under  the  feet  of  a 
new  order  of  animal  organization. 

There  is  neither  exaggeration  nor  extravagance  in  these  observations, 
however  much  the  relations  of  naturalists  may  excite  the  marvellousness 
of  the  unlearned  in  this  rich  but  poorly  cultivated  domain  of  natural 
science.  Within  the  last  six  weeks  some  extensive  improvements  have 
been  in  progress  at  the  Lower  Blue  Lick  Spring,  requiring  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  well,  in  order  to  line  it  with  stone.  In  digging  only  about 
three  feet  from  the  water,  laterally,  five  feet  below  the  surface,  the  tusk 
of  a  monster  animal  was  uncovered,  six  feet  two  inches  in  length,  by 
twenty-two  inches  in  circumference,  some  portion  of  which  is  still  in  a 
tolerable  degree  of  preservation.  There  were  also  several  enormous 
grinders,  that  might  have  remained  there,  for  aught  that  is  known  to  the 
contrary,  till  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  unchanged  in  form 
and  unaltered  by  the  corroding  influence  of  time.  These  extraordinary 
trophies,  so  recently  discovered  that  their  advent  has  not  before  been 
chronicled,  now  lie  on  the  office  floor  of  the  hotel  for  the  inspection  of 
visiters.  Such  bones  are  unquestionably  lying  but  a  few  feet  below  the 
soil,  over  the  whole  basin  of  the  lick. 

On  the  Lexington  turnpike,  twenty-four  miles  from  Maysville,  Ky.,  is 
the  Loiver  Blue  Lick  Spring — a  fashionable  resort  for  persons  of  leisure 
during  the  sultry  months  of  summer,  and  celebrated  for  its  many  medi- 
cinal properties,  and  consequently  a  great  focus  to  which  invalids  con- 
centrate from  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  After  passing  through 
several  hands,  it  has  finally  come  into  the  possession  of  two  or  three 
brothers,  who  are  conducting  the  establishment  on  a  scale  of  elegance 
very  satisfactory  to  the  peripatetic  public.  The  Spring  is  leased  for  ten 
years,  at  an  annual  rent  of  $1500,  with  a  right  to  a  deed  by  the  pay- 
ment of  $25,000  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract.  Large  quantities  of 
the  water  are  sent  off"  in  barrels,  at  $1  a  barrel,  but  $2  is  asked  if  the 
casks  are  furnished  by  the  proprietors.  It  is  said  that  the  sales  have 
amounted  to  $4000  in  the  last  two  months.  Such  is  the  increasing  de- 
mand that  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Natchez  and  Cuba  have  become  exten- 
sive markets  for  it.  Agencies  are  being  established  so  actively,  that  it 
is  fully  believed  the  annual  sales  may  reach  as  high  as  $12,000  within  a 
few  years. 

When  the  water  was  used  expressly  for  manufacturing  salt,  it  required 
800  gallons  to  yield  one  bushel — being  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  80. 
According  to  Dr.  Yandell's  analysis,  it  contains — sulphuretted  hydrogen, 
2  ;  carbonic  acid,  3  ;  muriate  of  soda,  4  ;  muriate  of  magnesia,  5  ;  muriate  of 
lime,  6  ;  sulphate  of  lime,  7  ;  sulphate  of  soda,  8  ;  sulphate  of  magnesia,  9  ; 
carbonate  of  lime,  and  probably,  says  that  able  chemist,  a  trace  of  carbonate 
of  magnesia.  In  its  action  upon  the  system  it  is  purgative,  diaphoretic, 
diuretic  and  alterative,  and  stands  highest  in  rank  in  the  catalogue  of  sa- 
lino-sulphureous  waters.  On  the  report  of  the  same  gentleman,  it  is  iden- 
tical with  the  Harrowgate  waters  of  England.  With  respect  to  its  ef- 
fects on  the  system,  according  to  the  representation  of  its  friends,  all 
maladies  yield  to  its  sovereign  influence.  They  melt  away  under  its  potent 
agency  like  the  odor  of  plants  on  the  wings  of  a  zephyr.  It  blows  hot  or 
it  blows  cold:  in  a  word,  it  gently  brings  down  the  overgrown  rotundity  of 
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a  gourmand,  or  fattens  the  frail  tenement  of  his  antipode  in  dimensions. 
It  is  the  misfortune  of  all  mineral  waters,  in  this  country,  either  to  be 
overrated  by  the  incompetent,  or  underrated  by  physicians.  When  medi- 
■cine  has  been  judiciously  prescribed  for  a  considerable  season,  without 
manifest  advantage,  in  certain  obscure  visceral,  or  perhaps  cutaneous,  af- 
fections, the  patient  not  unfrequently  posts  oti^  to  a  spring.  There  he 
drinks,  till  a  restoration  has  been  accomplished,  not  by  the  course  he  is  pursu- 
ing, but  mainly  by  the  action  of  the  very  medicinal  treatment  that  is  over- 
looked— the  exercise  of  a  strong  faith  in  the  all-healing  influences  of  the 
fountain.  Better  analyses  are  wanted.  A  more  careful  series  of  observations 
by  medical  men  than  have  yet  appeared,  and  a  proper  reliance  on  common 
sense  and  the  wisdom  of  judicious  practitioners,  are  also  needed  by  those 
who  hope  for  the  most  in  visiting  thermal  or  the  ordinary  mineral  waters 
of  any  place. 

Nothing  short  of  miracles  are  ordinarily  performed  at  the  onset,  in  the 
estimation  of  new  comers — an  error  that  is  soon  corrected  when  the  old 
malady  peeps  out  again,  after  it  was  exorcised  by  the  potency  of  a  cele- 
brated Avater.  Finally,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  our  real 
knowledge  in  regard  to  the  true  medicinal  value  of  these  waters,  is  very 
small  indeed.  There  is  abundant  room  for  inquiry,  and  an  imperfectly 
explored  field  is  before  the  world,  however  much  it  may  be  bruited  that 
nothing  further  remains  to  be  investigated  in  relation  to  them.  So  many 
persons  are  interested  in  them  as  properties,  that  many  obstacles  are  in 
the  way  of  testing  points  of  considerable  moment;  but  after  all,  were  the 
springs  not  the  centres  of  fashionable  life,  where  strangers,  the  elite  from 
every  community,  far  and  near,  concentrate  to  eat,  drink,  dance  and  be 
merry,  they  would  at  once  be  bereft  of  their  reputation,  and  ultimately 
sink  into  utter  oblivion,  save  in  the  estimation  of  those  who  might  seek 
them  from  a  higher  motive-— to  be  cured  of  a  real  and  not  imaginary 
disease. 

Hoping  hereafter  to  notice  the  characteristics  of  the  White  Sulphur,  the 
Red,  Blue  and  Sweet  Springs  of  Virginia — the  Warm  and  Hot  being  al- 
ready partially  disposed  of— we  shall  then  give  attention  to  the  Harrods- 
burg  and  Big  Bone  in  Kentucky. 


Neio  York  State  Lunatic  Asylurn. — This  is  another,  and  the  latest  or- 
ganized, of  those  institutions,  the  multiplication  of  which  among  us  is 
conferring  so  great  an  honor  on  our  age  and  country,  and  whose  annual 
reports  constitute  so  interesting  a  portion  of  the  medical  literature  of  the 
day.  The  first  semi-annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  above- 
named  institution  has  just  been  made  to  the  managers.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  Dr.  Brigham,  formerly  of  the  Hartford  Retreat,  is  the  Superin- 
tendent of  this  great  asylum,  which  is  capable  of  accommodating  300  pa- 
tients, and  under  his  care  it  appears  to  be  quietly  and  efficiently  fulfilling 
the  noble  objects  for  which  it  was  founded.  We  are  indebted  to  the 
Utica  Observer  for  an  extract  of  the  Report  alluded  to. 

The  Asylum  was  opened  for  the  admission  of  patients,  on  the  16th 
January,  1843,  since  which  time  173  patients  have  been  admitted,  viz., 
97  males  and  76  females.     County  patients,  113  ;  pay  patients,  60. 

Twenty-four  patients  have  been  discharged  cured ;  3  do.  improved  ;  3 
do.  not  improved  ;  4  have  died. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  are   now  remaining  in  the  Asylum,  6  of 
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whom  have  recovered  and  will  return  home  as  soon  as  their  friends  come 
for  them.  None  of  the  patients  are  now  sick.  No  accident  has  occur- 
red ;  the  whole  household  have  enjoyed  good  health,  and  all  have  escaped 
the  prevailing  influenza.  The  "  County  "  patients  are  those  who  are 
sent  to  the  Asylum  by  the  courts  of  justice,  by  the  first  judge  of  the 
county,  or  by  the  county  Superintendents  of  the  poor.  The  expense  of 
their  maintenance  in  the  Asylum  is  a  county  charge.  Those  denominat- 
ed "  pay  "  patients,  are  such  as  are  supported  at  the  Asylum  by  their 
relatives  or  friends,  or  by  their  own  property.  The  counties  are  charged 
$2,50  per  week  for  county  patients.  The  pay  patients  are  charged  gene- 
rally from  S3  to  $4  per  week. 

Bv  the  law  organizing  the  Asylum  and  providing  for  the  care  and  re- 
covery of  the  insane,  passed  April  7,  1S42,  it  is  provided  that  in  every 
case  of  lunacy  hereafter  occurring,  "  when  the  lunatic  becomes  so  furi- 
ously mad  or  so  far  disordered  in  his  senses,  as  to  endanger  his  own 
person,  or  the  persons  or  property  of  others,  and  is  permitted  to  go  at 
large,"  he  shall  be  sent  to  the  State  Asylum,  and  no  lunatic  in  any  case 
of  lunacy  occurring  after  the  Asylum  was  ready  for  the  reception  of  pa- 
tients, can  legally  be  confined  for  any  longer  time  than  ten  days  in  any 
other  place  than  this  Asylum;  and  the  law  provides  that  "  Superintendents 
of  the  poor,  and  all  persons  having  the  care  of  such  lunatics,  shall  see 
to  carrying  this  into  elTect."  The  law  also  provides  that  all  lunatics 
confined  in  jail,  and  all  insane  persons  charged  with  or  convicted  of  any 
criminal  offence,  shall  be  confined  in  this  Asylum.  And  any  person  in- 
dicted for  any  criminal  offence,  who  shall  be  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  in- 
sanity, if  the  jury  find  that  his  insanity  continues,  the  court  "  shall  order 
him  into  safe  custody,  and  to  be  sent  to  the  Asylum." 

The  26th  section  of  the  act  gives  power  to  the  first  judge  of  a  county 
to  send  insane  persons  who  are  not  paupers,  but  are  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, to  the  Asylum. 

In  the  fourth  story  of  the  centre  part  of  the  asylum  building  is  a  chapel, 
finished  in  a  neat  but  simple  style,  which  was  dedicated  as  a  place  of 
religious  worship  on  the  12th  ult.  A  large  number  of  individuals  were 
present  from  the  city  and  neighboring  towns,  and  many  of  the  patients 
were  also  permitted  to  attend.  A  choir  of  singers,  which  had  previously 
been  organized  among  the  inmates,  took  part  in  the  services  by  singing 
several  hymns  which  were  written  for  the  occasion.  The  other  services 
consisted  in  the  reading  of  Scripture  and  prayers  by  clergymen  of  Utica, 
and  an  appropriate  discourse  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nott,  president  of  Union  Col- 
le^-e.  The  whole  ceremony  is  represented  to  have  been  interesting  in  the 
highest  degree,  and  the  good  conduct  manifested  by  the  inmates  who  were 
present  was  a  pledge  of  the  beneficial  influence  Avhich  the  chapel  services 
will  hereafter  produce  on   "  minds  diseased." 


Egyptian  Eunuchs. — In  the  travels  of  the  Rev.  President  Olin,  in  the 
East,  recently  published  by  the  Harpers,  he  mentions  that  Siout  and  Girgeh, 
in  Upper  Egypt,  furnish  the  East  with  eunuchs.  The  victims  of  a 
cruel  and  degrading  mutilation  are  boys,  usually  from  six  to  eight  years 
old,  purchased  by  the  slave  dealers  of  Sennar  and  other  countries  on  the 
Upper  Nile,  and  brought  down  by  the  caravans.  They  are  sold  to  the 
operators  at  from   twelve  hundred  to   twenty-five   hundred  piastres   each. 
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A  larrre  proportion  perish  under  the  tortures  to  which  they  are  subjected, 
though  the  trade  is  still  lucrative,  says  the  author,  as  it  encounters  hardly 
any  competition,  and  enjoys,  in  fact,  a  monopoly,  not  only  in  Egypt,  but 
also  in  Turkey.  About  three  hundred  of  these  poor  creatures,  who  are 
so  fortunate  as  to  survive  the  cruel  discipline  which  is  to  fit  them  for  a 
life  of  humiliation,  he  continues,  usually  go  forth  from  those  markets  to 
become  anruses  to  the  harems  of  the  jealous  Mussulmen.  They  are  fre- 
quently met  with  in  Cairo  and  other  parts  of  Egypt,  and  are  easily  lecog- 
nized  by  their  beardless,  shrivelled  faces,  and  feminine  voices.  From  the 
nature  of  their  employment,  they  are  important  personages  in  the  social 
system  of  the  East,  and  they  have  occasionally  been  honored  with  high 
public  trusts.  They  are  said,  adds  Dr.  Olin,  to  be  universally  an  unhappy 
race,  and  are  regarded  with  sentiments  of  general  contempt. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  meeting  of  the  homoeopathic  physicians  is  an- 
nounced in  the  Philadelphia  papers,  the  object  being  to  pay  a  proper  tri- 
bute to  the  memorv  of  Dr.  Hahnemann. — At  New  Orleans,  during  the 
week  ending  29ih  Jul}',  there  were  six  deaths  from  yellow  fever.  —  It  is 
stated  that  a  vessel  was  below  New  York  last  week,  from  New  Orleans, 
with  all  hands  sick  with  yellow  fever. — Twenty-four  graduates  received 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  the  late  commencement  at  Dartmouth 
College. 

M\RRtKn. — In  Boxborough,  Mass.,  Dr.  Elbridge  G.  Wood,  of  Winchenden,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Priest,  of  B. 

Died,— At  Middlesex,  Vt.,  Dr.  Rial  Blanchard,  30.— At  Peru,  III.,  Dr.  Frederick 
Hall,  an  eminent  physician  of  Washington  city,  and  Professor  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy  in  Columbian  College,  64. — At  Seawell's  Point,  Norfolk  Co.,  Va.,  Dr. 
Aaron  Buzzell,  a  native  of  Parsonsfield,  Me.,  50. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  emling  Aug.  12,  42. — Males,  22 — Females,  20.    Stillborn,  4. 

Of  con.sumption,  I  — intlammatioii  of  tlie  bowels,  4 — canker  in  the  bowels,  1 — typhus  fever,3 — 
infantile,  7— child-bed,  1 — me.-isles,  2— canker,  1  — fits,  1 — d\sentery,  1 — lung  (ever,  2— dropsy  on  the 
brain,  2 — stoppage  in  the  bowels,  1  — suffocation,  1— bowel  coinplnint,  1 — scrofula,  1 — cholera  infan- 
tum, 3— sudden,  I — cramp  in  the  stomach,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — spasms,  1 — 
cancer,  1 — bilious  colic,  2 — tumor,  1. 

Under  .5  years,  27— between  5  and  20  years,  3— between  20  and  60  years,  12 — over  60  years,  0. 
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The  first  part  of  the  month  of  July,  after  the  first  two  days,  was  cold  and  dry— a  fine  season  for  the 
farmers  to  gather  their  crops,  but  had  for  the  growth  ot  vegetables  and  grass.  Had  fine  showers  about 
the  middle  of  ihe  month,  and  a  fine  rain  at  the  close.  Range  of  Thermometer,  from  51  to  89.  Baro- 
meter, from  29.19  to  29.81.     Rain  fulleo,  3.39  inches. 


48  Medical  Intelligence. 

Physiologtj  and  Fathology  of  the  Water-cure. — Professor  Schultz  insti- 
tuted experiments  on  horses  and  oxen,  to  ascertain  the  changes  induced  in 
the  blood  by  water-drinking  and  by  mechanical  dilution.  We  have  not 
room  for  the  details,  but  the  general  results  are  that  estimating  the  mass 
of  blood  in  a  man  at  thirty  pounds,  17.36  ounces  of  water  may  be  added  to 
the  circulation  by  drinking  it ;  and  that  in  proportion  as  the  blood  becomes 
more  watery,  a  separation  of  the  coloring  matter  from  the  vesicles  is  more 
extensive  and  its  solution  in  the  plasma  more  facile.  In  the  water-cure, 
three  things  are  to  be  considered,  namely,  1,  the  water  itself,  as  water;  2, 
its  temperature  ;  and  3,  its  chemical  constituents.  Professor  Schultz  shows 
that  the  temperature  is  the  main  agent  in  the  Priessnitz  method,  the  alter- 
nation of  cold  and  heat  acting  upon  the  skin,  and  inducing  reaction  and 
violent  diaphoresis.  In  young  constitutions,  and  those  in  whom  the  or- 
gans are  not  structurally  diseased,  the  diaphoretic  method  of  Graffenberg 
may  be  beneficial,  but  it  cannot  be  considered  otherwise  than  as  a  cruel  and 
dangerous  remedy  for  weak,  elderly  people.  Perspirations  induced  by 
vigorous  exercise,  medicines  being  administered  as  auxiliary  thereto,  are 
from  our  experience  exceedingly  serviceable  in  those  diseases  in  which 
the  water-cure  is  found  most  beneficial,  namely,  chronic  visceral  disease 
in  gouty  subjects  past  middle  age,  or  in  individuals  who  have  lived  fast. 
When  the  separation  of  the  coloring  matter  from  the  vesicles  is  indicated, 
means  less  irksome  than  the  water-cure  may  be  adopted.  This  indica- 
tion is  readily  fulfilled.  Professor  Schultz  asserts,  by  drinking  acidulated 
drinks,  in  fact  by  the  acid-cure.  Melanotic,  bilious  cachexies  have  yield- 
ed to  the  ingestion  of  two  quarts  of  acidulated  lemonade  daily:  one  quart 
to  be  taken  in  the  forenoon,  and  another  in  the  afternoon. — Br.  Med.  Rev. 


Preparation  of  Soluble  Cream  of  Tartar.  By  M.  Cambornac. — 
R.  Bitartrate  of  potassa,  400  grains  ;  borate  of  soda,  200  grains  ;  tartaric 
acid,  11,000  grains.  I  dissolve  the  salts  and  the  acid  together  ;  when  the 
solution  is  complete,  I  clarify  it  with  white  of  egg,  and  filter.  I  again  put 
it  on  the  fire  and  continue  the  operation  as  directed  by  the  Codex.  The 
product  is  of  a  decided  acid  taste,  very  soluble,  and  possessed  of  purgative 
properties  as  active  as  those  of  ordinary  cream  of  tartar ;  and  is  decidedly 
preferable  to  the  latter. — Journ.  de  Chimie  Medicate. 


Preparation  of  Churrus,  or  Resinous  Extract  of  Indian  Hemp. — In 
Central  India,  and  the  Saugor  territory,  and  in  Nipal,  chiirrus  is  collected 
during  the  hot  season  in  the  following  singular  manner  : — Men,  clad  in 
leathern  dresses,  run  through  the  hemp-fields,  brushing  through  the  plant 
with  all  possible  violence  ;  the  soft  resin  adheres  to  the  leather,  and  is  sub- 
sequently scraped  ofT,  and  kneaded  into  balls,  which  sell  at  from  five  to  six 
rupees  the  seer.  A  still  finer  kind,  the  viomeea  or  waxen  churrus,  is  col- 
lected by  the  hand  in  Nipal,  and  sells  for  nearly  double  the  price  of  the 
ordinary  kind.  In  Nipal,  Dr.  M'Kinnon  informs  us,  the  leathern  attire  is 
dispensed  with,  and  the  resin  is  gathered  on  the  skins  of  naked  coolies. 
Ill  Persia,  it  is  stated  by  Mirza  Abdul  Russac,that  the  churrus  is  prepared 
by  pressing  the  resinous  plant  on  coarse  cloths,  and  then  scraping  it  from 
these  and  melting  it  in  a  pot  with  a  little  warm  water.  He  considers  the 
churrits  of  Herat  as  the  best  and  most  powerful  of  all  the  varieties  of  the 
drug. — O'Shaughnessy's  Bengal  Dispensatory. 
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ON   THE   DOCTRINE   OF    METAMORPHOSIS. 

By  Hermann  Hoffmann,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on   the  Principles  of  Physiology  in  the  University 

of    Giessen. 

In  consequence  of  the  extraordinary  deficiency  of  accurate  data  with  re- 
ference to  all  those  circumstances  which  relate  to  the  doctrine  of  meta- 
morphosis (one  of  the  most  important  in  physiology),  it  appears  desirable 
that  every  one  should  assist  according  to  his  ability  in  obtaining  some  firm 
principles  on  which  new  researches  as  well  as  new  theories  might  be  found- 
ed. We  possess,  indeed,  some  observations  upon  the  daily  consumption 
of  matter  in  the  human  frame  ;  and  even  if  these  do  not  agree  very  well 
with  one  another,  still  they  prove  almost  to  demonstration,  that  by  insti- 
tuting a  greater  number  of  experiments,  a  satisfactory  result  will  soon 
crown  our  efforts.  As  the  consumption  of  a  human  being  in  the  condi- 
tion of  customary  quiet  life  has  in  this  manner  been  ascertained  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  it  appeared  to  me  interesting  to  make  some  experiments  in 
order  to  show  the  amount  of  consumption  in  a  condition  of  considerable 
increased  activity.  The  practical  object  of  these  experiments  was,  how- 
ever, to  substitute  a  definite  idea,  for  the  vague  expressions,  fatigue,  exer- 
tion, exercise,  he. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  1842,1  undertook  a  journey  on  foot  to  a 
town  twelve  leagues  distant.  The  weather  was  damp,  cold  (x40deg. 
R.),  and  in  the  beginning  of  my  journey  a  light  snow  fell  ;  in  the  af- 
ternoon, however,  it  cleared  up.  After  walking  three  leagues*  I  was 
weighed,  for  which  purpose  my  clothes  were  taken  off,  to  avoid  any  error 
from  their  probable  dampness.  The  total  weight  amounted  to  124  pounds 
6  ounces.  The  experiment  now  began.  Without  halting  or  putting  up 
anywhere  for  the  remaining  nine  leagues,  I  proceeded  on  my  journey. 
This  was  by  no  means  too  great  an  exertion,  as  the  road  was  excellent, 
and  only  rendered  slightly  fatiguing  by  gentle  hills.  Besides,  the  coolness 
of  the  weather  had  a  sensibly  beneficial  influence  on  the  sensation  of 
strength.  The  quantity  of  nourishment  taken  was  accurately  weighed, 
and  moreover  as  little,  and  that  of  as  simple  a  quality  as  possible,  was 
eaten,  namely,  wheal  bread,  altogether  9  ounces,  120  grains.  JNo  fluid 
was  drunk  during  the  whole  time,  and  from  the  state  of  the  weather  this 

*  The  Hessian  league  or  stund=:2  1-2  English  miles. 
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was  not  attended  by  any  material  inconvenience.  Defecation  did  not 
take  place  during  the  experiment ;  sensible  perspiration  also  did  not  occur, 
a  circumstance  easily  explained  by  the  state  of  the  atmosphere.  The 
nasal  mucus  was  carefully  collected  in  a  pocket  handkerchief,  the  weight 
of  which  had  been  previously  determined  when  dry,  and  was  again  weigh- 
ed at  the  conclusion  of  the  experiment.  The  increase  of  weight  amounted 
to  one  loth,*  eighty  grains.  The  urine  was  received  into  a  vessel,  the 
capacity  of  which  was  afterwards  determined  by  urine  of  similar  concen- 
tration, and  the  number  of  vessels  thus  filled  was  registered.  The  weight 
amounted  to  one  pound,  one  loth,  sixty  grains.  Tlie  first  weighing  took 
place  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  the  experiment  terminated  at  5  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  weight  amounted  to  122  pounds.  13  ounces  and  28 
grains.  From  the  above  data  it  will  be  seen  that  the  actual  loss  of 
weiglit  is  greater  than  that  accounted  for  by  the  amount  of  urine  and  na- 
sal mucus,  the  difference  arising  clearly  from  the  loss  by  exhalation  from 
the  skin  and  respiratory  organs. 

I  embrace  this  op))ortunity  for  inquiring  into  anotlier  j)oint  immedintel)' 
connected  with  the  above.  The  question  presents  itself,  how  far  a  re- 
newal of  strength  can  be  supplied  during  its  consumption  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  how  far  can  repose  take  place  without  rest?  Are  rest,  sitting,  ly- 
ing, in  point  of  fact  so  absolutely  essential  for  the  renewal  of  strength  as 
is  usually  su[)posed,  or  is  this  rule  subject  to  limitations  ;  and  if  so,  what 
are  the  conditions  under  which  the  exception  occurs  ?  The  influence  of 
taking  food  is  here  also  decidedly  confirmed.  After  three  hours'  walking, 
immediately  after  the  first  weighing  a  wheaten  roll  was  eaten,  which  in  a 
short  lime  satisfied  the  hunger  which  had  been  keenly  excited  by  the  ex- 
ercise. After,  however,  I  had  proceeded  on  the  whole  about  six  leagues, 
loss  of  strength  and  spirits  occurred  to  such  a  degree  that  T  hesitated  con- 
siderably as  to  the  prosecution  of  the  experiment.  My  companion,  a  dog, 
which  very  perceptibly  lost  his  cheerfulness  in  proportion  as  the  hungry 
march  was  pursued,  found  himself  in  the  same  situation,  only  much  less 
subject  to  intentional  deception,  of  which,  however,  one  is  totally  incapa- 
ble under  such  circumstances.  Nothing  could  be  more  remarkable  than 
the  effect  which  was  now  producefl  on  man  and  dog  by  some  ounces  of 
bread.  In  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  I  felt  myself  in  a  totally  different 
state  of  mind,  and  did  not  for  a  moment  doubt  of  the  success  of  my  un- 
dertaking. The  dog,  likewise,  acquired  so  much  cheerfulness  and 
strength,  that  he  appeared  as  if  he  had  only  just  commenced  the  journey. 

Precisely  the  same  result  was  repealed  towards  the  end  of  the  experi- 
ment, only  that  the  dog  recovered  himself  more  completely,  as  he  was 
quite  as  cheerful  at  the  conclusion  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  journey — a 
remark  not  so  applicable  to  myself. 

I  felt  some  interest  in  observing  the  nature  of  the  orijiin  ol  the  local 
fatigue,  after  I  had  in  the  manner  above  mentioned  arrived  at  some  con- 
clusions respecting  the  general  lassitude.  'I'he  ex|)erimpnt  was  so  arrang- 
ed as  to  include  an  extreme  case,  that  of  the  motion  of  walking  continu- 
ed as  long  as  possible.     Numerous  experin)ents  have  in  this  respect  com- 

*  A  loth— half  an  ounce. 
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pletely  confirmed  tlie  opinions  of  the  Webers  on  the  oscillation  of  the 
pendulum.  A  sensation  of  fatigue  in  the  fascia  lata,  and  in  the  thi^^h 
ffenerally,  the  first  and  most  distressing  symptoms  in  persons  unaccustomed 
to  walking,  remained  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  experiment. 
The  first  was  a  kind  of  general  stitFness,  profluced  by  the  continuous  uni- 
formity of  the  motion,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  motion  side- 
ways, &ic.,  was  difficult  and  fatiguing.  About  I  o'clock  a  contracted 
sensation  was  felt  in  the  femoral  insection  of  the  gastrocnemii  of  both 
legs,  which  gradually  increased  and  was  rather  distressing.  The  popli- 
teus,  and  especially  the  left,  participated  in  this  sensation.  After  a  march 
of  ten  leagues,  a  strained  sensation,  painful  even  in  stooping,  was  experi- 
enced on  both  sides  of  the  spinal  column,  at  the  iliac  insertions  of  the  sa- 
cro-liimbalis  muscles,  and  which  was  very  troublesome,  manifestly  in 
consecjuence  of  the  exertion  of  these  muscles  in  keeping  the  body  in  the 
upright,  though  somewhat  bentforwards,  position,  which  was  obliged  to 
be  constantly  preserved.  I  did  not  remark  any  other  sensation  of  much 
interest,  yet  1  must  observe  that  towards  evening  an  insupportable  chilli- 
ness overcame  me,  which  certainly  was  not  attributable  to  the  atmosphere, 
as  it  remained  unchanged,  nor  to  the  clothing,  as  this  was  the  same  as  in 
the  morning.  I  was,  however,  quite  well,  with  the  exception  of  hunger, 
and  I  consider  this  as  the  cause  of  the  chilliness. 

The  changes  in  the  circulation  and  respiration  which  I  experienced  in 
the  course  of  the  journey,  under  similar  circumstances,  were  remai'kable. 
While  I  usually  breathe  13  times  per  minute  at  1 1  o'clock,!  found  in  this 
case  the  number  of  inspirations  and  expirations  amount  to  19  at  half  past 
10;  at  half  past  1,  23  ;  at  5,  P.  M.,  22.  The  pulse,  which  in  the  nor- 
mal state  usually  gives  80  beats  per  minute,  numbered  105  at  half  past 
10  ;  at  half  past  1,  119  ;  and  at  5,  122.  I  took  the  precaution  of  stand- 
ing still  for  3  minutes  before  counting  the  pulse,  and  then  registered  the 
average  of  from  4  to  6  minutes.  Notwithstanding  this  violent  fever,  I  ex- 
perienced no  heat,  and  remark  expressly,  that  the  cause  of  this  increase 
in  the  heart's  action,  he,  was  not  the  ascent  of  the  hills.  At  11,  P.  M., 
after  supper,  the  pulse  was  at  88,  and  the  number  of  respirations  17. 
The  urine  which  was  passed  in  the  evening  soon  after  the  experiment,  de- 
posited a  considerable  quantity  of  urate  of  ammonia,  a  circumstance  very 
unsual  in  this  place.  Should  I  attribute  this  to  a  quantity  of  wine  taken 
previously,  or  to  the  walking  ?  It  appears  from  what  1  am  about  to  com- 
municate, that  the  first  supposition  is  the  more  correct. 

For  greater  security,  I  repeated  this  experiment  with  my  friend  Mr.  Sul- 
livan. The  temperature  and  weather  were  almost  precisely  the  same  as 
in  the  former  case  ;  the  air,  however,  was  somewhat  drier.  The  experi- 
ment took  place  at  the  beginning  of  December,  1342.  The  journey  ex- 
tended to  ten  leagues,  which  we  divided  by  an  interval  of  one  hour's  rest. 

My  weight  at  the  commencement,  about  8,  A.  M.,  amounted  to  121 
pounds,  12.^  ounces.  The  food,  including  a  pint  of  light  French  red  wine, 
weighed  1  pound,  1  ounce.  The  loss  of  urine  amounted  to  1  pound,  4 
ounces :  the  mode  of  measurement  was  the  same  as  in  the  former  case  ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  last  portion  emptied  in  the  evening  was  directly  weighed, 
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and  the  weight  found  taken  as  the  medium  standard.  The  nasal  mucus 
might  be  estimated  the  same  as  in  the  former  experiment,  320  grains. 
Defecation  did  not  take  place.  As  the  weight  at  8,.  P.  M.,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  experiment,  amounted  to  120  pounds,  lOi  ounces,  the  ad- 
ditional loss  of  14  ounces,  284  grains,  must  he  considered  as  the  result  of 
perspiration.  At  11,  A.  M.,  the  number  of  inspirations  and  expirations 
was  16;  at  8,  P.  M.,  more  than  14;  the  pulse  at  2,  P.  M.,  gave  85 
beats  ;  at  8,  P.  M,,  95.  Before  the  numbers  were  registered,  longer 
pauses  of  rest  were  taken  than  in  the  first  exi)enment,  which  may  even 
be  observed  from  the  calculation,  particularly  in  that  of  the  evening.  If, 
now^  a  man  weighing  115  pounds  perspires,  during  motion,  14  ounces, 
164  grains,  in  eleven  hours,  this  amounts  to  0.49.880  of  a  grain  to  every 
100  of  his  vveight,  or  0.075,584  of  a  grain  for  every  100  minutes. 

My  companion  weighed  140  pounds,  6  ounces,  120  grains,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  experiment.  The  food,  as  above,  amounted  to  1  pound, 
1  ounce.  The  quantity  of  urine  determined,  as  in  the  above  case, 
amounted  to  2  pounds,  1  ounce,  54  grains  ;  the  nasal  mucus  was  assumed, 
with  every  appearance  of  correctness,  to  weigh  320  grains.  Defecation 
did  not  take  place.  As  now,  the  weight  in  the  evening,  at  8  o'clock, 
amounted  to  137  pounds,  12  ounces,  180  grains;  this  gives  a  remainder  of 
1  pound,  6  ounces,  136  grains,  which  must  be  attributed  to  the  perspiration. 

The  pulse,  which  usually  beat  only  64  times  per  minute,  had  increased 
to  70  at  2,  P.  M.,  and  at  8,  P.  ]\I.,  after  some  rest,  still  remained  at  70. 
The  number  of  respirations,  usually  amounting  in  the  morning  to  13^,  in- 
creased at  11,  A.  M.,  to  16,  and  at  8,  P.  M.,  to  19.  Thus,  the"  134 
pounds,  which  Sullivan  weighed,  reduced  to  100  grains  and  100  minutes, 
gives  0.1575  of  a  grain  of  perspiration. 

The  urine,  as  in  all  the  other  cases  mentioned,  was  very  saturated, 
of  a  bright  orange  color,  and  deposited  no  sediment  within  24  hours  ; 
it  therefore  did  not  contain  any  remarkable  amount  of  urate  of  ammonia. 

For  the  purpose  of  having  a  standard  of  comparison,  I  some  time  af- 
terwards made  the  following  observations  on  myself,  respecting  the  con- 
sumption in  a  state  of  rest.  Selecting  for  the  purpose  a  day  in  which 
the  temperature  and  hygroscopic  condition  of  the  atmosphere  were 
similar  to  the  above,  1  kept  constantly  in  my  room  at  a  temperature  of 
13  R.  ;  for  the  weighing  merely,  I  stepped  out  a  few  hundred  paces. 
The  day  was  employed  in  study,  half  of  the  time  standing,  half  sitting. 
The  first  weighing  took  place  at  half  past  8,  and  amounted  to  123 
pounds,  8  ounces;  nothing  was  taken  either  for  nourishment  or  drink. 
The  loss  in  urine  was  1  pound,  20  grains.  The  second  weighing,  at  4 
o'clock,  gave  122  pounds,  7  ounces.  Defecation  did  not  take  place,  and 
the  nasal  secretion  was  considered=0 :  the  perspiration  here,  then, 
amounted  to  only  4  ounces,  120  grains ;  the  urine  was  also  much  lighter 
than  in  the  other  cases. 

The  respiratory  action  at  11,  A.  M.,  was  13,  at  half  past  4,  14  ;  the 
pulse  at  11,  A.  M.,  was  at  80,  at  half  past  4,  P.  M.,  80.  If  we  cal- 
culate this  as  above,  we  have  for  the  115  pounds,  in  100  minutes, 
0.14,529  grains;  for  100  grains,  however,  in  the  same  interval,  0.030,272 
grains  of  perspiration. 
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We  may  sum  up  the  results  as  follows,  conapariag  the  amount  of  per- 
spiration secreted  in  100  minutes  witli  100  grains  of  the  body. 

Amount  of  perspiration  in  a  man  at  rest  for  each  100  grains,  during  a 
space  of  100  minutes=0.030,272  grains  (Hoffman) 
=0.1138  (Dalton*) 

=0.1581  (Lavoisier  and  Seguinf) 

Amount  of  perspiration  in  a  man  in  motion,  reduced  to  the  same  stand- 
ard of  time  and  weight —       1.  2. 

=5.101 19  e;rains      0.075584  grains  (Hoffman) 
=0.1575    ^  (Sullivan) 

I  have  analyzed  the  urine  passed  after  the  second  experiment,  without 
having  taken  food  for  some  hours  previously. 

In   1000  parts,  the  water=977,221 
Solid  matter=  22,779 
1000  parts  of  the  solid  matter  gave 
Ash=536,806 
Sulphuric  acid=  80,581 
For  the  purpose  of  determining  the  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid,  the  ash 
was  dissolved  in  water  containing  nitric  acid,  and  the  sulphuric  acid  pre- 
cipitated by  means  of  muriate  of  barytes.     The  sulphate  of  barytes  was 
now  exposed  to  a  red  heat,  and  the  acid  thus  calculated.     This  urine  de- 
posited no  sediment. — London  Med.  Gaz. 
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From  a  Clinic  of  Prof.  Mussey,  at  the  Commercial  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  May  29,  1843' 

The  art  of  restoring  lost  parts  is  said  to  have  had  its  origin  in  India, 
where  mutilations  by  law,  as  a  penalty  for  crime,  have  been  practised 
from  a  remote  antiquity.  This  art  was  concealed  witli  great  care,  and, 
whether  it  found  its  way  into  Egypt,  as  reported  by  Galen,  or  whether  it 
was  known  at  all  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  does  not  clearly  appear. 
In  the  16th  century,  Taliacotius,  an  Italian  physician,  distinguished  him- 
self by  his  skill  in  repairing  mutilated  noses  ;  but  the  operation  was  rarely 
performed  by  other  European  surgeons,  until  within  the  last  half  century. 
Mr.  Carpue,  an  English  surgeon,  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession  to  this  subject  by  the  success  he  met  with  in  some 
operations  upon  the  nose.  More  recently,  Germany  and  France  have 
contributed  much  to  this  department  of  tlie  profession,  while  England  has 
not  been  an  idle  spectator  of  the  progress  made  by  her  neighbors. 
Graefe,  DiefFenbach,  Zeis,  Dupuytren,  Velpeau,  Roux,  Delpech,  Liston, 
with  some  others,  by  their  successful  labors  have  given  to  the  profession 
much  valuable  information  respecting  the  relief,  not  only  of  native  de- 
formities, but  the  restoration  of  parts  lost,  or  rendered  useless  or  hideous 

♦  Calculated  from  Dalton,  who  found  the  perspiration  in  March  to  amount  to  37  ounces.  Total 
weight,  140  pounds. 

t  According  to  Lavoisier  and  Seguin,  who  state  the  amount  of  perspiration  as  51  ounces  daily. 
Here,  ajso,  the  total  wejghts=  140  pounds. 
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by  casualty  or  disease.  Our  own  country,  too,  claims  to  have  done 
something  worthy  of  mention  in  this  province  of  our  art.  Some  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  ago,  a  surgeon  near  Boston,  in  an  attempt  to  form  a  new 
nose,  was  partially  successful.  The  patient  was  vain  enough  of  the  lump 
that  had  been  added  to  his  face,  althouijh  it  looked  as  much  like  a  wen 
as  it  did  like  a  nose.  Within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  Dr.  J.  M.  War- 
ren, of  Boston,  has  accomplished  some  biilliant  operations  ;  and  more 
recently,  Drs.  Pancoast  and  Mutter,  of  Philadelphia,  have  done  them- 
selves great  credit  in  plastic  surgery. 

From  the  time  of  Taliacotius  to  that  of  Carpue,  and  even  later,  the 
epithet,  Taliacotian,  was  applied  to  the  operation  of  repairing  the  muti- 
lated nose  ;  and,  until  a  period  still  more  recent,  plastic  surgery  was  al- 
most exclusively  limited  to  this  single  operation.  The  nomenclature  of 
Zeis  is,  I  believe,  more  generally  adopted,  which  gives  a  term,  made 
from  two  Greek  words,  the  one  signifying  to  mould  or  form,  while  the 
other  is  the  name  of  the  part  formed  or  restored.  Thus  we  have  rhino- 
plasty for  these  operations  upon  the  nose,  cheiloplasty  for  those  of  the 
lips,  and  blepharoplosty  for  the  eyelids. 

The  patient,  Mary  Roney,  aet.  40,  who  has  been  just  before  you,  had, 
as  she  alleges,  when  a  small  girl,  a  burn  upon  her  face,  which  left  a  bad 
scar  and  contraction  of  the  right  cheek  and  lower  eyelid.  This  threw 
the  eye  constantly  a  little  open,  giving  a  hideous  stare  to  the  expression, 
exposing  constantly  to  the  air  a  part  of  the  lower  ocular  conjunctiva.  On 
the  first  of  last  month,  April,  I  attempted  to  remedy  this  deformity  by  an 
operation,  which  some  of  the  gentlemen  present  had  an  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing. The  cicatrized  and  contracted  skin  was  cut  through,  and  a  portion 
of  it  dissected  out.  The  tarsal  edge  of  the  lid,  not  having  been  destroyed, 
but  only  bent  and  puckered  at  the  middle,  was  raised  up  and  straighten- 
ed, and  allowed  to  remain.  A  patch  of  skin  from  the  temple,  larger  than 
the  space  exposed  hy  the  removal  of  the  cicatrix,  was  dissected  up,  and 
still  attached  by  a  pedicle  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  was  applied 
to  the  exposed  surface,  and  secured  by  stitches  at  the  distance  of  half  an 
inch  from  each  other.  Adhesion  took  place,  and  in  a  few  days  the  patch 
was  firmly  implanted  in  its  new  situation.  The  pedicle  adhered  at  its 
upper  edge,  but  formed  a  small  pouch  at  its  lower  edge  by  projecting  over 
sound  skin.  The  cuticle  of  this  was  removed  by  nitrate  of  silver,  and 
the  whole  pedicle,  without  being  divided,  in  a  short  time  was  identified 
with  the  surrounding  integument.  A  difficulty  still  remained.  The  skin 
taken  from  the  temple,  being  considerably  thicker  than  the  natural  skin  be- 
neath the  eye,  gave  a  clumsy  appearance  to  the  new  eyelid.  This  has  been 
obviated  by  keeping  a  compress  bound  upon  it  for  some  weeks.  Now 
the  new  skin  is  on  a  level  with  the  surrounding  parts,  and  applies  itself 
very  well  to  the  eye.  The  color,  you  perceive,  of  the  new  eyelid  is 
paler  than  that  with  which  it  is  connected  at  its  lower  and  nasal  margin, 
and  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will  acquire  the  precise  hue  of  the  scarred 
and  bronzed  surface  in  its  neighborhood,  without  the  aid  of  a  little  rouge, 
or  soine  other  pigment,  which  we  should  pardon  Miss  R.  for  resorting  to, 
when  she  comes  into  the  v/orld  again  to  exhibit  her  new  and  placid  phy- 
siognomy. 


On  Plastic  Operations.  55 

The  case  of  chelloplasty  in  the  person  of  John  Barnes,  who  was 
operated  upon  for  scirrhus  of  the  whole  lower  lip,  last  October,  is  fami- 
liar to  most  of  you.  It  was  reported  in  a  late  No.  ol  the  Lancet. 
Barnes  has  just  been  re-admitted  into  the  Hospital,  not  on  account  of 
the  new  lip,  for  that  remains  sound,  and  serves  well  to  retain  the  saliva, 
and  to  aid  in  the  articulation  of  labials,  but  for  an  ulcer  below  the  an^le 
of  the  jaw,  which  is  the  sequel  of  a  rapid  induration  at  that  point.  The 
ulcer  has  a  malignant  appearance,  and  the  induration  at  its  base  seems  to 
be  rapidly  extending.     The  prognosis  is  unfavorable. 

Some  few  of  the  gentlemen  present  recollect  the  case  of  rhinoplasty  we 
had  in  this  Hospital  a  little  more  than  four  years  ago.  John  Cotter, 
about  30  years' of  age,  was  the  patient.  He  had  lost  the  whole  of  his 
nosp.  by  ulceration,  two  years  before.  After  two  weeks  preparation  upon 
a  farinaceous  diet,  he  underwent  the  operation,  which  consisted  in  raising 
a  flap  from  the  upper  arm,  attaching  it  to  the  face  by  the  interrupted  su- 
ture, and  securing  the  arm  by  Graefe's  apparatus.  The  flap  adhered 
well,  and  was  detached  from  the  arm  in  ten  days,  and  a  tolerably  good 
substitute  for  a  nose  was  the  result.  But  the  ensuing  winter,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  Cotter,  addicted  as  he  had  long  been  to  liquor,  took  too  much, 
lay  out  one  night  and  froze  off  his  nose.  The  following  spring  he  came 
to  this  city  and  re-entered  the  Hospital.  Another  attempt  was  made  to 
supply  the  loss  i)y  a  flap  from  the  arm.  This  was  unsuccessful  ;  partly 
I  believe  from  his  not  being  duly  prejjared  for  the  operation,  and  partly 
from  the  arm  not  having  been  kept  secured  against  all  motion.  The 
following  winter  he  came  again  to  the  Hospital  for  another  trial,  and  a  f 
ter  having  a  preparation  for  several  weeks,  objected  to  undergoing  the 
operation  in  presence  of  the  class  of  students  at  that  time  in  attendance, 
left  the  Hospital  and  took  private  lodgings. 

The  operation  was  performed  early  in  February,  1S41.  The  flap  was 
taken  from  the  forehead.  The  next  day  the  parts  appeared  well,  but 
on  the  third  day  the  face  was  attacked  with  erysipelas,  and  almost  one 
vertical  half  of  the  flap  sloughed,  while  the  rest  adhered.  After  this  had 
become  sufficiently  consolidated,  I  took  another  flap  from  the  forehead 
and  attached  it  to  the  first,  near  the  median  line.  This  adhered  through- 
out, and  the  whole  in  due  time  became  solid,  with  the  columna  firmly 
implanted  upon  the  base  of  the  upper  lip. 

It  was  not  until  some  weeks  after  the  operation,  that  I  was  able  to  ex- 
plain the  accession  of  erysipelas  on  the  third  day,  and  which  had  well 
nigh  frustrated  the  object  altogether.  From  a  member  of  the  family,  I 
learned  that  the  patient,  on  the  day  of  the  operation,  and  the  day  follow- 
ing, drank  S[)irit  somewhat  freely,  furnished  him  by  his  old  companions, 
whose  sympathies  were  manifested  in  a  way  which  he  knew  not  how  to 
resist.  After  the  completion  of  the  cure,  he  was  induced  to  sign  the 
pledge  of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  drinks,  which  pledge  I  be- 
lieve he  has  faithfully  kept.  He  called  on  me  a  few  weeks  since,  and  as- 
sured me  that  he  had  not  in  a  single  instance  violated  his  temperance  en- 
gagement, which  statement  the  appearance  of  his  face  confirmed.  His 
nose  is  sound,  sufficiently  voluminous  and  prominent,  and  looks   enough 
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like  a  nose  to  pass  respectably  ;  for,  amidst  the  endless  divei-sity  of  form 
in  this  important  feature  of  man's  face,  almost  no  variety  can  be  imagin- 
ed, which  has  not  its  prototype  somewhere  in  the  multitude. —  JVestern 
Lancet. 


CASE   OF   HEMIPLEGIA. 

[Dr.  J.  M.  FoLTZ,  Surg.  U.  S.  I\.,  relates  the  following  case  in  the 
first  No.  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine.  It  occurred  in  the  U. 
S.  Naval  Hospital  at  Mahon.] 

One  of  the  most  important  cases  under  treatment  at  this  time,  was  that 
of  Assistant  Surgeon  Van  Wyck,  who  was  affected  with  hemiplegia.     As 
we  had  but  a  short  time  previously  met  with  several  of  the  cases  of  Mr. 
Turnbull,  in  London,  in  which  the  use  of  the  strychnine  was  attended 
with  benefit,  we  eagerly  embraced  this  opportunity  of  prescribing  this  ar- 
ticle ;  and  from  the  youth   and   general  good  health   of  the  patient,  we 
entered  upon   the  treatment,  sanguine  of  success.     Tlie   patient  was  21 
years  of  age,  and  had  just  entered  the   navy  after  a  collegiate  course,  in 
which  he  had  carried  away  the  highest  honors  ;  and  from  his  devotion  to 
his  profession,  he  promised  much   future  usefulness.     Within  twenty-four 
hours  of  sailing  from  New  York,  he  was  seized  with  paralysis  of  the  left 
side,  which    also    deprived    him  of  the  powers    of  articulation.     Three 
months  elapsed  from  the  time  of  being  paralyzed,  until  he  came  under  our 
care.     From   the  time  of  the  attack  he  had  been  subject  to  violent  epi- 
leptic  convulsions,  which  returned    periodically,  at  intervals  of  about  a 
fortnight.     For  this  he  had  been  copiously  bled,  which  for  the  future  was 
avoided  as  much  as  possible ;  and  it  was  found  tliat  arresting  the  circula- 
tion in  the  extremities  by  means  of  a  tourniquet,  would  seldom  fail  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  convulsions,  which  is   a  method   of  treatment  that  we  have 
practised  with    much  success    in    the    epilepsy    of   seamen — a    class  of 
men  who  are  very  obnoxious  to  this  disease.     We  have   recently  seen 
it  mentioned  in  the  European  journals,  that   pressure  upon  the  carotids 
will  seldom  fail  to  arrest    epileptic  convulsions  ;    and    from  the  benefit 
which  we  have  so   frequently  witnessed,  from    pressure  upon  the  arteries 
of  the  extremities,  we  could   confidently  anticipate  the  best  results  from 
interrupting  the  circulation   in   the  carotids,  in  those  cases  in  which  there 
is  so  great   a    determination    to    the  brain,  as   frequently  to    cause  the 
production  of  lesions  and  effusions.     The  strychnine  was  ordered  in  so- 
lution,  conmiencing  with   one-sixteenth  of  a  grain,  ter  in  die,  and  the 
paralyzed  side  was  bathed  once  a  day  with  a  solution   of  nux  vomica. 
The  dose  was  gradually  increased  until  one  third  of  a  grain  was  taken, 
when  spasms  and  involuntary   muscular  contractions   look   place   in  the 
paralyzed  limbs.     This  manifestation   of  the  influence  of  the   medicine 
was  hailed  as  a  favorable  symptom,  and    its    use    was    now    diligently 
persevered   in,   with  the  effect  of  increasing  the  spasmodic  action  to  a 
great   extent  ;    but  no  additional  voluntary    motion   was    acquired.     At 
the  termination  of  eight  weeks'  use  of  the  stiychnine,  as  the  convulsions 
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became  very  violent,  and  the  symptoms  presented  indications  that  tlie 
system  was  suffering  from  the  medicine,  its  use  was  discontinued  ;  and 
hereupon  these  unpleasant  symptoms  gradually  disappeared.  At  inter- 
vals, for  several  months,  the  strychnine  was  ordered  in  various  forms, 
and  in  smaller  quantities,  but  without  any  favorable  result.  A  seton  in 
ihe  nape  of  the  neck  was  of  service  ;  and  after  restoring  his  general 
health,  he  ultimately  embarked  for  the  United  States  in  charge  of  his  re- 
latives, who  encountered  all  tlie  difficulties  of  a  voyage  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, to  restore  him  again  to  the  family  circle.  In  this  case,  as  well  as 
in  the  numerous  instances  in  which  the  strychnine  was  administered  among 
the  natives,  the  favorable  consequences  did  not  follow  which  were  met 
with  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  TurnbuU. 


DIETARIES   FOR   CHILDREN. 

From  Dr.  Pereira's  new  Work  on  Food  and  Diet,  Dr.  Lee's  Edition. 

In  children  the  function  of  nutrition  is  more  active  than  in  adults.     They 
have  not  merely  to  repair  the  daily  waste,  that  is,  to  renovate  their  tissues, 
but  to  grow.     Their  functions  of  circulation  and  respiration  are,  therefore, 
more  active  than  in  after  life  ;  and  they  require  food  ;  that  is,  substances 
to  support  the  process  of  respiration,  to  be  administered  at  shorter  intervals. 
There  is  also  another  reason  why  in   children   the  elements  of  respira- 
tion (non-nitrogenous  foods)  are  more  necessary  than  in  adults.      In  the 
former  the  transformation   or  metamorphosis  of  the  existing  tissues  is  less 
intense  than  in  the  latter.     In    an  adult,  who  neither  gains  nor   loses  in 
weight  perceptibly  from  day  to   day,  the  nourishment  and   waste  of  or- 
ganized tissue  are   equally  balanced  ;  but  in  the  young  the  weight  aug- 
ments daily,  and,  consequently,  the  nourishment  must  exceed  the  waste.    In 
order  that  this  may  take   place,  the  child  must  be  supplied  with  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  non-nitrogenous  food,  which,   by  yielding  carbon  and 
hydrogen  to  be  burnt  in  the  lungs,  protects  the  organized  tissues  from  the 
transformations  consequent  on   the  injurious  action  of  oxygen.     "  What 
is  wanting  for  these  purposes  an  Infinite  Wisdom  has  supplied  to  the  young 
animal  in  its  natural  food.     The  carbon  and  hydrogen  of  butter,  and  the 
carbon  of  the  sugar  of  milk,  no  part  of  either  of  which  can  yield  blood, 
fibrin,  or  albumen,  are  destined  for  the  support  of  the  respiratory  process. 
at  an  age  when  a  greater  resistance  is  opposed  to  the  metamorphosis  of 
existing  organisms ;  or,  in   other  words,  to  the  production  of  compounds 
which  in  the  adult  state  are  produced  in  quantity  amply  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  of  respiration.     The  young  animal  receives   the  constituents  of 
its  blood  in  the  caseine  of  the  milk.     A  metamorphosis  of  existing  organs 
goes  on,  for  bile  and  urine  are  secreted  ;  the  matter  of  the  metamorphos- 
ed parts  is  given  off  in  the  form  of  urine,  of  carbonic  acid,  and  of  water  ; 
but  the  butter  and  sugar  of  milk  also  disappear  ;  they  cannot  be  detect- 
ed in  the  faeces.     The  butter  and  sugar  are  given  out  in  the  form  of  car- 
bonic acid  and  water,  and  their  conversion  into  oxidized  products  furnishes 
ihe  clearest   proof  that  far  more  oxygen   is  absorbed  than  is  required  to 
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convert  tlie  carbon  and  hydroi^en  of  the  metamorphosed  tissues  Into  car- 
bonic acid  and  water.  Tlie  cliange  and  metamorphosis  of  organized  tis- 
sues going  on  in  the  vital  process  In  the  young  animal,  consequently 
yield;  In  a  given  lime,  much  less  carbon  and  hydrogen,  in  the  form  adapted 
lor  tlie  respiratory  process,  than  corresponds  to  the  oxygen  taken  up  in 
the  kings.  The  substance  of  Its  organized  parts  would  undergo  a  more 
rapid  consumption,  and  would  necessarily  yield  to  the  action  of  oxygen, 
were  not  the  deficiency  of  carbon  and  hydrogen  supplied  from  another 
source," — Lichig. 

Children,  for  the  most  part,  evince  an  almost  instinctive  fondness  for 
sugar,  wliich  is  supplied  to  them  in  their  mother's  milk.  This  perhaps 
is  to  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  it  is  an  element  of  respiration,  and, 
therefore,  is  more  necessary  for  them  than  adults,  on  account  of  the 
greater  activity  of  their  function  of  respiration.  But  this  fondness  for 
sugar  is  by  no  means  universal  among  cliildren.  In  very  cold  countries, 
substances  richer  in  carbon  and  hydrogen,  and,  therefore,  yielding  more 
heat  by  combustion,  are  preferred,  "  In  one  of  those  late  extravagant 
voyages  to  discover  a  north-west  passage,"  says  Sir  Anthony  Carlisle, 
"  the  most  northern  race  of  mankind  were  found  to  be  unacquainted  with 
the  taste  of  sweets,  and  their  infants  made  very  wry  faces,  and  sputtered 
out  sugar  with  disgust ;  but  the  little  urchins  grinned  with  ecstacy  at  the 
sight  of  a  bit  of  whale's  blubber," 

The  natural  appetite  I  believe  to  be  an  index  of  the  wants  of  the  sys- 
tem ;  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  consulted,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the 
dieting  of  children  ;  and  I  believe  that  parents  commit  a  gross  error  who 
totally  disregard  it,  1  have  seen  children  refused  vegetable  food,  though 
they  ardently  desired  it,  because  they  would  not  eat  what  their  nurses 
supposed  to  be  the  proper  proportion  of  animal  food  ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  have  known  children  denied  animal  food,  on  the  mistaken  notion 
that  it  would  be  injurious  to  them,  though  the  digestive  functions  were 
active,  and  tl>e  appetite  for  meat  most  keen. 

Arrow-root,  tapioca,  sago,  potato  starch,  tous-les-mois,  sugar,  butter, 
and  other  fatty  bodies,  are  elements  of  respiration,  and  if  used  in  greater 
quantity  than  is  necessary  for  combustion  in  the  lungs,  they  contribute  to 
the  increase  of  fat  ;  but  they  do  not  contain  the  necessary  ingredients  for 
the  growth  of  bone,  cartilage,  ligament,  muscle,  membrane,  and  cellular 
tissue.  For  the  latter  purpose,  nitrogenized  food  is  necessary.  The 
caseine  or  curd  of  milk  is  an  aliment  of  this  kind,  supplied  by  nature,  for 
the  use  of  mammals.  It  is  a  proteinaceous  substance,  adapted  for  the 
growth  of  the  organized  tissues  ;  and  is  accompanied  by  phosphate  of 
hrne,  which  is  necessary  for  the  solidification  of  bone.  The  cereal 
grains  (as  wheat,  barley,  oats)  also  yield  most  valuable  nitrogenized  foods 
for  children. 

The  uses  of  animal  foods  (meats)  have  been  so  fully  described,  that 
any  further  reference  to  them  is  uimecessary  here. 

Children  may  be  over  fed  or  under  fed.  Instances  of  the  former,  how- 
ever, are  comparatively  rare.  Of  the  ill  consequences  of  defective  nutri- 
ment we  have,  unfortunately,  too  many  instances  continually  presented  to 
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our  notice.  Irritable  bowels  or  diarrhoea,  tumid  abdomen,  mesenteric  dis- 
ease, wasting,  and  fever,  are  the  ordinary  and  obvious  effects.  They 
frequently  follow  the  continued  use  of  pea-soup  and  potato  stews, — dishes 
which  are  in  common  use  at  poor-houses  and  other  establishments  for 
pauper  children.  Scrofulous  and  strumous  diseases,  marasmus,  rickets, 
distortions,  and  pot  bellies,  so  commonly  met  with  among  children  of  the 
poor,  are  referable,  in  part  at  least,  to  food  defective  either  in  quantity  or 
■quality,  or  perhaps  in  both.  1  think  it  will  be  found  that  more  than  two 
thirds  of  pauper  children  are  strumous.  They  derive  this  condition  in 
part,  perhaps,  from  hereditary  tendency  ;  but  partly  also,  as  1  believe, 
from  defective  nutriment.  To  the  same  cause  also  is  ascribable  their  in- 
ferior development.  If  the  children  in  poor-houses  be  examined,  they 
will  be  found,  for  the  most  part,  smaller  and  shorter  for  their  age,  more 
frequently  distorted,  and  more  readily  fatigued,  than  the  children  of  the 
middlino-  and  higher  classes. 


ABSORPTION— SECRETION— THE  SPLEEN. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — It  must  have  been  observed,  by  every  one,  that  when  a  piece  of 
sponge  or  any  other  absorbing  substance  is  immersed  in  a  mixture  of  dif- 
ferent liquids,  it  takes  up  the  entire  mass  without  the  slightest  separation 
of  the  constituents  of  the  mixture.  If  a  piece  of  sponge,  for  instance,  is 
immersed  in  a  mixture  of  vinegar  and  water,  it  takes  up  the  whole  mix- 
lure  ;  and  if  the  mixture  is  pressed  out  again,  it  presents  no  separation  of 
the  two  liquids  of  which  it  was  composed.  If  absorbing  substances  are 
immersed  in  mixtures  of  any  other  liquids,  as  milk  and  water,  or  wine 
and  water,  the  result  is  the  same.  If  a  sponge  is  immersed  in  blood 
while  in  a  liquid  state,  the  entire  mass  is  taken  up,  without  the  slightest 
appearance  of  a  separation  of  the  component  parts  of  the  blood.  Some 
mixtures  of  liquids  and  fluids  separate  of  themselves  by  the  force  of  gra- 
vity, as  oil  and  water,  quicksilver  and  oil,  8ic. ;  but  the  power  of  absorp- 
tion, merely,  has  no  tendency  to  separate  the  parts,  even  of  a  mixture  of 
liquids  ;  much  less  to  produce  a  chemical  decomposition  of  a  liquid  or 
solid  substance. 

Secretion,  on  the  contrary,  produces  a  decomposition  of  the  substances 
upon  which  it  operates.  This  fact  is  illustrated  in  the  secretions  of  the 
urine,  the  bile,  the  tears,  the  mucus,  the  milk,  &,c. 

The  lacteals  are  commonly  called  absorbent  vessels,  yet  these  vessels 
manifest  an  entirely  different  power  from  absorbing  substances.  No  ab- 
sorbing substance  placed  in  the  small  intestines  would  separate  the  chyle 
from  the  mixed  mass  of  liquids  and  solids  contained  in  that  portion  of  the 
digestive  organs.  The  lymphatic  system  is  called  the  absorbent  system, 
but  the  lymph  is  a  chemical  production  from  the  blood,  in  the  elaboration 
of  which,  the  power  of  absorption  must  appear  entirely  insufficient.  When 
blood  is  extravasated,  a  tumor  discussed,  or  a  sclrrhus  dissipated,  it  is 
said  to  be  absorbed  ;  but  all  these   effects  must  be  accomplished  by  the 
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power  of  secretion.  The  lacteal  system  is  therefore  a  secretory  system. 
The  lymphatic  system  is  also  a  secretory  system.  Tlie  secretory  power 
is  to  the  animal  system  what  the  power  of  gravitation  is  to  bodies  in  general, 
the  basis  of  all  its  motions,  the  great  agent  in  the  removal  of  all  the  old 
parts  and  the  composition  of  all  the  new. 

1  have  given  this  illustration  of  the  difference  between  the  power  of  ab- 
sorption and  the  power  of  secretion,  to  show  that  the  venous  blood  is  a 
secretion  from  the  arterial  blood.  The  venous  blood  is  a  chemical  pro- 
duction from  the  arterial  blood.  It  differs  from  the  arterial  blood  not  only 
in  color,  but  in  vital  properties.  The  arterial  blood  supports  life;  the 
venous  blood,  when  it  circulates  through  the  brain,  destroys  life.  These 
two  fluids  are  to  be  sure  both  called  blood,  but  in  my  opinion  they  differ 
from  each  other  too  materially  to  be  called  even  by  the  same  name.  If, 
then,  there  is  a  chemical  difference  between  the  venous  and  the  arterial 
blood,  this  difference  can  only  be  produced  by  the  power  of  secretion. 
The  common  supposition  is  that  the  secretions  in  general,  the  urine,  the 
bile,  &c.,  are  separated  from  the  arterial  blood,  and  that  the  venous  blood 
is  the  remaining  part.  This  may  be  true  ;  or,  it  may  be  the  reverse,  that 
the  venous  blood  is  secreted  first  from  the  arterial  blood,  and  the  other 
secretions  constitute  the  remainder.  In  effect  it  amounts  to  the  same 
thing.  The  menstrual  discharge  in  women  furnishes  an  instance  of  a 
sanguineous  secretion.  It  shows  that  the  venous  blood  may  be  a  secre- 
tion as  well  as  the  other  fluids  of  the  body. 

In  a  former  essay  I  contended  that  the  office  of  the  spleen  was  the  se- 
cretion of  venous  blood.  This  function  is  plainly  deducible  from  its 
organization.  The  spleen  exhibits  no  other  secretion  but  venous  blood 
and  coagulable  lymph.  The  lymph  is  common  to  all  the  other  organs 
except  the  brain,  and  consists  of  a  quantity  altogether  insufficient  to  con- 
stitute the  oflice  of  an  organ  circulating  so  much  blood  as  the  spleen.  In- 
deed, that  the  office  of  the  spleen  is  the  secretion  of  venous  blood,  is 
just  as  demonstrable  as  that  the  function  of  the  kidneys  is  to  secrete  urine, 
or  that  the  function  of  the  arteries  and  veins  is  to  circulate  the  blood.  Con- 
templated aside  from  conjecture,  the  organization  of  the  spleen  points  us 
to  no  other  possible  function  than  the  secretion  of  venous  blood.  The 
final  cause  of  the  function  of  the  spleen  it  is  not  necessary  to  know,  in 
order  to  demonstrate  the  existence  of  that  function.  We  are  chiefly 
concerned  to  know  in  what  manner  an  organ  deviates  from  its  normal 
state,  and  how  diat  deviation  affects  the  system  at  large. 

The  spleen  is  undoubtedly  subject  to  all  the  affections  and  diseases 
common  to  other  organs.  Suppose  the  spleen  to  be  subject  to  an  irrita- 
tion similar  to  that  of  the  uterus  in  menorrhagia  ;  the  consequence  must 
be,  the  secretion  of  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  venous  blood.  This 
extraordinary  secretion  must  disturb  the  balance  of  the  circulation,  and 
deprive  the  other  organs  of  their  natural  supply  of  arterial  blood,  since 
what  passes  through  the  spleen  cannot  reach  the  other  organs.  Debility, 
faintness,  and  paleness  of  the  skin,  must  ensue.  The  uterus  secretes, 
periodically,  a  particular  quantity  of  blood,  but  when  the  secretion  be- 
comes profuse,  paleness  of  the  skin,  debility  and  faintness,  are  sure  to  fol- 
low, and  in  the  end  the  whole  train  of  nervous  symptoms.     When  die 
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secretions  of  the  other  organs  become  profuse,  similar  results  follow.  The 
secretions  of  the  liver,  the  kidneys  and  the  lungs,  often  become  so  profuse 
as,  in  time,  to  destroy  life.  Life,  I  conceive,  often  wastes  away  by  the 
extraordinary  quantity  of  blood  secreted  by  the  spleen. 

The  lungs  constitute  the  excretory  organ  to  the  venous  system.  The 
excretion  of  the  venous  system  consists  of  carbonic  acid  and  watery  vapor. 
The  carbon  alone,  in  a  healthy  person,  amounts  to  twelve  ounces  avoir- 
dupois in  twenty-four  hours.  In  case  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  venous 
blood  is  secreted  by  the  spleen,  the  superfluous  part  of  this  blood  must 
either  pass  out  of  the  lungs  in  the  form  of  carbonic  acid  and  watery  vapor, 
or  pass  through  the  lungs  without  that  vital  change  produced  by  the  oxy- 
gen of  the  air;  or  else  respiration  must  be  increased  sufficiently  to  meet 
this  new  demand.  In  either  case  the  lungs  must  have  an  extraordinary 
duty  to  perform,  to  say  nothing  of  the  change  produced  in  other  parts  of 
the  system.  Suppose  that  in  the  ordinary  normal  state  of  the  spleen, 
one-hundredth  of  the  arterial  blood  to  circulate  through  the  spleen,  and 
that  by  an  enlargement  of  its  vessels  or  an  acceleration  of  its  action  one- 
twelfth  of  the  blood  should  be  diverted  to  that  organ  ;  and  in  both  cases, 
suppose  that  there  is  twelve  ounces  of  carbon,  besides  the  oxygen  in  com- 
bination with  the  carbon  and  the  watery  vapor,  excreted  by  the  lungs  in 
every  twenty-four  hours — there  is,  in  the  last  case,  one  ounce  of  carbon 
secreted  by  the  spleen  alone,  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  excreted  by  the 
lungs,  as  one-twelfth  of  the  arterial  blood  passes  through  the  spleen.  The 
other  organs  and  parts  of  the  body,  then,  secrete  about  seven  drachms 
less  of  carbon  than  in  a  healthy  state  of  the  spleen.  On  a  superficial 
view  of  an  increase  of  secretion  by  the  spleen,  it  might  seem  to  imply  no 
serious  injury  to  the  system  in  general,  as  no  blood  appears  to  be  lost ; 
but  I  think  we  have  only  to  look  to  the  difference  between  the  venous 
and  arterial  blood,  and  to  the  function  performed  by  the  lungs,  to 
convince  us  that  serious  changes  must  be  wrought  in  the  system  at  large, 
by  the  secretion  of  an  unnatural  quantity  of  blood  by  the  spleen,  which 
cannot  reach  the  general  circulation.  In  the  menstrual  discharge,  blood 
is  secreted  without  any  collateral  secretion.  A  change  of  affinities  appa- 
rently takes  place  in  the  blood  without  the  secretion  of  anything  from  it. 
Such  a  change  of  the  arterial  blood  may  be  effected  by  the  vessels  of  the 
spleen.  It  does  not  appear  necessary  that  anything  should  be  secreted 
from  the  arterial  blood,  to  destroy  its  vitality,  or  to  change  it  into  venous 
blood  ;  all  this  may  be  performed  by  a  change  of  affinities  among  the 
f)rinciples  of  the  blood  in  the  vessels  of  the  spleen.  Such,  in  fact,  appears 
to  be  the  case. 

Two  important  points  might  be  ascertained  with  respect  to  the  function 
of  the  spleen,  by  experiments.  In  the  first  place,  the  velocity  of  the  blood 
in  the  splenic  vein  might  be  compared  with  the  velocity  of  the  blood  in  other 
veins,  by  tying  the  vein  in  a  dog,  and  then  puncturing  it.  In  the  second 
place,  it  might  be  ascertained  whether  the  venous  blood  of  the  spleen  co- 
agulates, like  the  blood  in  general.  Both  these  experiments  would  throw 
some  light  upon  the  part  which  the  spleen  acts  in  the  general  economy. 
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Tlie  ancients,  who  were  threat  observers,  supposed  hypochondriacism  to 
be  seated  in  the  organs  of  the  spleen  and  Hver,  and  especially  in  the 
spleen.  The  |)roininent  symptoms  of  this  disease  are  such  as  m\^j\n  be 
attributed  to  an  extraordinary  secretion  of  venous  blood  by  the  spleen. 
These  symptoms  are,  a  great  depression  of  the  spirits,  paleness  of  the  sUin, 
fainting  fits,  and  frequently  a  sense  of  dying.  An  enlargement  of  the 
spleen  and  a  tenderness  in  that  region  are  a  common  sequel  to  intermit- 
tent fevers,  and  are  accom[)anied  with  symptoms  very  nearly  resembling 
those  of  hypochondriacism,  viz.  a  bloodless  skin,  lassitude,  faintness,  short- 
ness of  breath  and  depression  of  the  spirits.  People,  just  before  fainting, 
commonly  experience  an  indescribable  feeling  in  the  left  hypochondrium, 
in  the  region  of  the  spleen,  a  further  evidence  that  fainting  may  be  pro- 
duced by  an  extraordinary  secretion  of  the  spleen.  In  examinations  of 
the  spleen  after  death,  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  size  of 
its  vessels.  D.  B.  Slack. 

Providence,  August  I4th,  1843. 
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Medical  Schools  of  the  Wes^.— Kentucky  and  Ohio  have  ample  provi- 
sions for  educating  medical  practitioners.  The  cities  in  which  some  of 
the  schools  are  located,  have  manifested  a  liberality  in  facilitating  the  im- 
portant business  of  medical  instruction,  that  is  truly  surprising.  In  the 
State  of  Kentucky  there  are  two  institutions,  which  are  of  an  elevated 
character,  and  having  a  large  number  of  students.  Although  they  may  be 
regarded  as  rivals,  there  appears  to  be  none  too  much  etTort,  nor  any  loo 
much  machinery  in  motion  to  meet  the  demands  annually  made  upon 
them  by  throngs  of  pupils  from  the  southern  and  western  States.  The  one 
at  Lexington,  an  important  appendage  of  the  Transylvania  University,  has 
the  advantage  of  having  been  a  long  time  known  to  the  public.  The 
faculty  are  familiar  with  their  duties,  and  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of 
those  who  matriculate  there.  In  surgery,  particularly.  Dr.  Dudley  has 
distanced  all  others  in  that  region.  It  is  no  small  matter  to  have  perform- 
ed lithotomy  o?i€  hundred  and  seventy-eight  times,  almost  without  the  loss 
of  a  patient.  In  lecturing,  he  is  represented  to  be  both  interesting  in  man- 
ner and  always  instructive.  A  reputation  like  Dr.  Dudley's  would  up- 
hold a  pretty  poor  school,  against  the  rising  influence  of  another  within 
the  compass  of  his  surgical  doings,  even  were  he  not  sustained  by  associ- 
ates of  equal  calibre.  The  chairs,  however,  are  represented  to  be  ably 
filled. 

At  Louisville,  on  the  Ohio  river,  in  the  same  commonwealth,  is  another 
school  of  medicine,  unrivalled  for  energy,  and  unsurpassed  for  beauty  of 
location,  and  the  architectural  symmetry  of  the  building.  It  was  the  exclu- 
sive creation  of  the  citizens,  who  were  unsparing  in  their  efforts  to  make  the 
Medical  Institute  superior  to  all  other  institutions  in  the  west.     The  inte- 
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rior  conveniences,  therefore,  embrace  whatever  was  considered  an  im- 
provement any  where  else.  The  lecture  rooms,  anatomical  theatre,  and 
especially  the  chemical  laboratory,  in  some  respects  distance  all  others  in 
this  country.  To  these  arc  added  a  vast  number  of  articles,  that  collec- 
tively make  a  museum.  There  is  also  a  costly  library,  not  kept  for  show, 
but  accessible  to  all  the  students,  and  the  whole  is  placed  under  the  vigi- 
lant control  of  a  young,  ambitious  faculty,  admirably  fitted,  both  by  consti- 
tution and  circumstances,  for  maintaining  their  ground  against  any  com- 
bined force.  Dr.  Gross  is  widely  known  for  his  researches  in  pathological 
anatomy,  and  also  for  his  achievements  in  operative  surgery.  Drs.  Dudley 
and  Gross,  it  is  presumed,  divide  between  them  a  large  part  of  the  heavy 
surgery  of  Kentucky.  There  are  other  eminent  operators,  but  not  con- 
nected with  either  institution.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  advert  individu- 
ally to  the  gentlemen  connected  with  Dr.  Gross  in  the  Louisville  school, 
since  their  names  are  as  familiar  as  their  attainments  are  honorable  to 
themselves  and  the  country  in  which  they  live. 

At  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  is  a  school.  Little  more  is  known  of  it  than 
that  it  is  organized  and  prepared  for  a  regular  system  of  instruction.  Al- 
though St.  Louis  may  be  destined  to  outstrip  all  the  river  cities,  a  doubt 
is  expressed  in  regard  to  the  over-turning  and  swallovving-up  tendencies  of 
its  present  medical  school.  This  is  not  an  expression  based  upon  personal 
knowledge,  but  emanates  from  those  supposed  to  be  conversant  with  what- 
ever belongs  to  it. 

Cincinnati  has  now  but  one  medical  school,  which  must  live  and  thrive. 
Thrift,  in  this  case,  does  not  mean  a  dividend  of  profits,  but  the  attain- 
ment of  an  honorable  name  that  must  command  the  respect  of  all  men 
who  have  learned  the  value  of  skilful  physicians  and  surgeons  in  a  com- 
munity. The  present  faculty,  with  Dr.  LVIussey  at  its  head,  will  sustain 
the  college,  as  it  always  has,  with  zeal  tempered  by  discretion.  Cin- 
cinnati is  a  good  place  to  study  medicine  in,  since  its  advantages  are  very 
similar  to  an  extensive  seaport.  The  Commercial  Hospital  furnishes  spe- 
cimens of  every  thing  in  the  way  of  surgical  practice,  from  trivial  acci- 
dents to  the  severest  operations.  Besides  valuable  cabinets  belonging 
either  to  the  members  of  the  faculty  or  the  college  itself,  the  museum  of 
morbid  anatomy  is  perhaps  one  of  the  richest  in  the  States.  Instead  of 
being  in  a  condition  to  be  sold  or  carried  from  the  city,  the  State  should 
own  the  collection  and  keep  it  choicely  for  the  benefit  of  its  own  people. 

Willoughby  University  Medical  School,  also  in  Ohio,  was  thought  to  be 
favorably  working  its  way  into  public  favor,  with  an  encouraging  number 
o(  students  from  year  to  year;  but  those  who  understand  managing  the 
screws  are  about  transporting  it  to  another  and  possibly  better  location. 
So  Willoughby  may  be  considered  at  the  present  moment  in  a  state  of 
transition. 

The  medical  institutions,  therefore,  of  Lexington,  Cincinnati  and  Louis- 
ville, are  bright  shining  lights  in  the  west,  where  the  true  principles  of 
medicine  and  its  collateral  branches  are  taught  with  as  much  advantage 
as  in  any  of  the  old  schools  of  the  Atlantic  States.  As  the  great  west  in- 
creases in  population,  these  excellent  institutions  will  increase  in  wealth 
and  importance.  They  will  by  and  by  outstrip  all  others  in  the  number 
of  their  attendants  on  the  annual  course  of  instruction,  and  will  exer- 
cise an  increasing  influence  on  the  medical  character  of  the  United  Stales. 
St.  Louis  is  not  to  be  wholly  lost  sight  of,  since  there  is  a  centripetal  force 
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operatinsr,  silently,  but  surely,  that  will  probably  make  it  the  London  of 
the  westT  Whether  science  can  be  equally  encouraged  there,  remains  to 
be  ascertained. 


Treatise  on  Food  and  Diet. — Dr.  Pereira's  new  work,  edited  by  Dr. 
Chas.  A.  Lee,  of  New  York,  to  which  reference  has  before  been  made  in 
this  Journal,  has  just  been  published  in  that  city  by  the  Messrs.  Langley. 
The  author  and  editor  are  both  so  well  known  that  it  is  needless  to  occupy 
much  space  in  speaking  of  their  labors,  especially  as  the  price  of  the  work 
is  so  low  (81,00),  and  its  value  so  undoubted,  that  most  of  our  readers 
will  probably  peruse  it  for  themselves.  One  or  two  extracts  from  it 
will  be  found  in  this  No.  of  the  Journal ;  and  we  take  the  liberty  also  of 
copying  part  of  Dr.  Lee's  Preface.  Many  of  his  additions  we  shall  be 
glad  to  copy  from  the  Appendix  in  future  numbers. 

"  In  complying,"  he  says,  "  with  the  request  of  the  Author  of  the  fol- 
lowing work,  to  make  such  additions  as  would  better  adapt  it  to  the  wants 
of  the  American  reader,  it  was  far  from  my  design  or  expectation  to 
extend  my  remarks  so  far,  or  to  comment  on  such  a  variety  of 
topics.  The  subject  of  '  food  and  5iet '  is,  however,  so  extensive,  em- 
bracing such  a  multitude  of  facts,  and  not  a  little  of  theory,  as  to  embarrass 
bv  its  very  copiousness, — so  that  the  chief  difHculty  of  one  who  enters 
upon  this  boundless  field,  is,  to  know  where  to  begin,  and  when  to  stop. 
My  object  has  been,  chiefly,  to  notice  those  topics  upon  which  additional 
information  would,  perhaps,  be  considered  desirable  by  the  American  read- 
er ;  and,  while  I  left  the  text  entire,  to  offer  such  brief  comments  as  some 
reading  and  reflection  would  naturally  suggest.  This  plan  was  also  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  publishers.  Such  notes,  therefore,  as 
have  been  added,  will  be  found  either  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  or  in  the 
Appendix.  With  respect  to  the  merits  of  this  treatise,  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary for  me  to  speak.  It  fully  meets  a  desideratum  which  modern  discove- 
ries, the  improvements  in  practical  and  experimental  physiology,  and 
especially  the  late  achievements  in  analytic  chemistry,  have  created;  and 
which,  since  the  appearance  of  Liebig's  remarkable  works,  every  one  must 
have  felt  could  not  long  remain  unsupplied." 


Poioerful  Counter-irritation — Long  Issue  on  the  Calvarium. — The 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  in  England,  have  published 
a  series  of  volumes  which  have  appeared  from  time  to  time,  and  have  been 
called  the  Transactions  of  the  Society.  The  eleventh  volume  has  just  is- 
sued from  the  press  in  London,  and,  like  those  which  have  preceded  it,  is 
filled  with  a  good  variety  of  useful  practical  matter.  The  principal  object 
in  noticing  it  at  this  time,  is  to  call  attention  to  that  portion  of  it  by  Dr. 
Wallis,  physician  to  the  Bristol  Infirmary,  in  which  he  gives  an  account 
of  a  method  of  using  counter-irritation,  which  he  states  he  has  used 
extensively  since  1828,  when  he  became  physician  to  the  establishment 
above-named.  It  has  not  generally  been  adopted,  however,  he  says,  and 
as  the  reader  will  see  it  is  not  proper  it  should  be,  at  the  first  onset  of  the 
disease,  but  has  been  reserved  until  ordinary  remedies  have  been  found 
unavailing.  He  gives  cases  of  chronic  meningitis,  apoplexy  and  paraly- 
sis, epilepsy,  hydrocephalus,  &c.,  in  which  the  remedy  proved  serviceable. 
We  copy  from  the  Medical  Gazette  Dr.  Wallis's  account  of  it. 
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"  I  have  used  this  remedy  in  a  great  variety  of  cases  of  organic  disease 
of  the  brain,  both  chronic  and  acute;  in  paralysis,  impending  effusions, 
convulsions,  erysipelas  of  the  head  and  membranes  of  the  brain:  in  fever 
in  the  very  advanced  stages;  in  one  case  of  hysteria,  with  very  great  ad- 
vantage ;  and  also  in  a  case  or  two  of  mania.  The  general  result  of  my 
experience  of  its  use  has  been  such  as  to  confirm  my  favorable  opinion  of 
it.  as  being  the  most  powerful  and  efficacious  of  all  our  remedies  of  the 
class  of  counter-irritants.  Its  effects  are  more  permanent  and  its  disadvan- 
tages are  fewer  than  those  of  any  other  remedy  now  in  use.  The  friends 
of  the  patient  will  occasionally  object  to  it,  from  that  misapplied  feeling  of 
affection  which  converts  every  energetic  effort  to  save  life,  if  the  use  of  the 
scalpel  be  required,  into  an  act  of  cruelty.  This  is  an  objection  urged 
against  many  of  our  best,  nay  even  our  ordinary  remedies,  such  as  a  blis- 
ter or  issue  of  the  common  kind.  The  resistance  of  the  friends,  however, 
is  generally  overcome  by  remarking  quietly,  that  '  It  is  only  intended  to 
make  an  issue  ; '  an  insignificant  trifle  compared  with  the  distressing  ef- 
fects of  disease." 

The  circumstances  necessary  to  attend  to  in  carrying  the  remedy  into 
effect,  are  these  :  — 

"  Let  the  head  be  shaved  entirely,  and  have  the  patient  brought  near  to 
the  right  side  of  the  bed  ;  raise  the  head  by  a  hard  pillow,  and  put  a  tow- 
el round  his  neck  to  receive  the  blood  ;  let  an  assistant  keep  the  head 
steady  ;  at  the  same  time  draw  the  scalp  downwards  in  all  directions,  so 
as  to  strain  the  calvarium  as  much  as  possible ;  the  scalp  will  divide  Avith 
so  much  more  ease.  In  this,  your  own  left  hand  will  materially  assist,  by 
placing  it  at  the  upper  and  back  part  of  the  head,  commencing  the  incision 
between  your  thumb  and  forefinger  as  far  back  as  the  lambdoidal  suture  ; 
press  the  scalpel  sufficiently  down  so  as  to  divide  the  scalp  entirely  through 
at  once  ;  carry  on  the  incision  directly  along  the  sagittal  suture  as  far  as 
the  hair  grows  on  the  scalp,  and  which  will  cover  the  cicatrix  after  the 
issue  is  healed  up.  The  length  of  the  incision  thus  made  will  be  in  the 
adult  about  seven  or  eight  inches  ;  take  care  that  the  scalp  be  divided  en- 
tirely and  perfectly  through,  so  that  the  edges  of  the  incision  will  separate 
so  far  as  to  enable  you  to  introduce  a  dossil  of  lint  rolled  up  hard,  as  thick 
as  two  fingers,  and  which  should  be  well  soaked  in  spirit  of  turpentine  ; 
this  answers  the  double  purpose  of  increasing  the  effect  of  the  incision, 
and  makes  suppuration  come  on  earlier,  and  will  usually  assist  in  stop- 
ping a  further  loss  of  blood.  The  arteries  very  soon  retract  and  cease  to 
bleed  ;  there  is  seldom  more  than  six  or  eight  ounces  of  blood  lost,  and 
this  quantity  may  be  very  readily  curtailed  if  it  be  desirable  to  do  so. 

"  In  those  cases  where  depletion  has  been  carried  to  a  sufficient  extent, 
prior  to  your  determination  to  use  this  remedy,  and  the  further  loss  of 
blood  be  unadvisable,  it  may  be  prevented  in  the  following  manner  : — The 
instant  the  incision  is  completed,  close  the  sides  of  the  wound,  and  make 
pressure  upon  it  with  your  hand,  whilst  your  assistant  hands  the  lint,  well 
soaked  in  spirit  of  turpentine  and  rolled  up  firmly  of  a  proper  length,  so  as 
not  to  extend  beyond  the  extreme  length  of  the  incision,  as  it  would  be  in- 
convenient in  strapping  down  the  wound  sufficiently  to  check  the  flow  of 
blood;  a  little  flour  and  dry  lint  may  be  superadded  if  necessary,  but  the 
dossil  must  not  be  made  so  thick  as  to  rise  much  above  the  edges  of  the 
wound,  or  else  the  adhesive  straps  will  not  be  secure,  by  being  elevated, 
and  thereby   prevented  from    adhering  near  the  edges  of  the   incision. 
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Should  the  incision  be  imperfectly  made,  that  is  to  say.  not  entirely 
through  the  scalp,  the  arteries  might  be  only  partially  divided  ;  in  which 
case  they  will  continue  to  bleed,  notwithstanding  the  pressure  you  may 
have  made  :  of  course  the  arteries  will  require  to  be  completely  divided, 
to  allow  them  to  retract  and  cease  to  bleed." 


Case  of  Presentation  of  the  BelJy. — Dr.  A.  F.  Holmes,  of  Montreal, 
relates  a  case  of  this  very  rare  species  of  labor  in  the  London  Medical 
Gazette.  The  woman  was  at  her  full  time,  and  had  been  in  labor  24 
hours,  under  the  care  of  a  midwife,  when  Dr.  H.  was  called.  The  child 
was  found  dead,  and  the  belly  presenting,  the  body  being  doubled  on  it- 
self. After  administering  three  quarters  of  a  grain  of  morphia,  on  at- 
tempting to  turn  the  child,  it  was  found  that  "  instead  of  the  body  being 
simply  doubled,  it  was  also  twisted,  so  that  while  the  right  side  of  the  ab- 
domen was  opposite  the  vulva,  the  pubic  region  was  turned  in  a  contrary 
direction,  and  the  elbow  of  the  left  side  forced  against  it.  Finding,"  says 
he,  "  I  could  not  reach  the  feet  or  front  of  the  thighs  with  my  left  hand, 
I  withdrew  it,  and  introduced  the  right,  and  having  with  much  pain  and 
difficulty  reached  the  elbow,  I  found  behind  and  below  it  the  knee,  and 
having  insinuated  a  finger  into  the  ham,  held  on  during  a  pain,  and  endea- 
vored in  the  interval  to  draw  it  down.  I  finally  succeeded  in  bringing  it 
into  the  vagina,  and  also  the  foot  through  the  os  externum.  By  gentle 
traction  during  the  pains,  the  body  was  gradually  extricated,  the  other  leg 
and  thigh  remaining  of  course  doubled  up  till  the  nates  were  expelled;  the 
arms  were  brought  down,  but  some  delay  occurred  in  the  expulsion  of  the 
head,  it  being  large."  The  presenting  part  was  well  marked  by  its  purple 
color,  and  was  found  to  be  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen.  The  woman 
died  in  thirty-six  hours  after  delivery.     Inspection  of  the  body  refused. 


Extension  in  Fractures  of  the  Spine. — W.  H.  Crowfoot,  Esq.,  surgeon 
to  the  Beccles  Dispensary,  England,  details  the  case  of  a  coachman,  aged 
42,  in  whom,  from  an  external  injury,  the  spinous  processes  of  the  ninth 
and  tenth  vertebrae  were  divided  from  each  other  considerably  beyond  their 
usual  distance,  the  body  of  the  ninth  vertebra  being  forced  forward,  while 
that  of  the  tenth  projected  backward.  There  was  total  deprivation  of  the 
power  of  voluntary  motion  and  sensation  in  the  lower  extremities.  A 
gradual  but  considerable  extension  was  applied,  and  gentle  attempts  were 
made  with  the  fingers  to  replace  the  bones.  The  deformity  was  in  some 
measure  removed  by  these  means,  but  without  the  slightest  return  of  volun- 
tary power  in  the  first  instance.  He  was  placed  on  his  back  on  a  firm 
bed,  where  he  steadily  improved,  and  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  could 
slightly  move  the  great  toe  of  the  right  foot ;  in  a  few  days  more  this  ex- 
tended to  the  left  foot.  The  power  of  the  limbs  now  progressively  but 
slowly  returned,  to  such  extent  that  he  was  able  to  resume  his  former 
occupations. 

Animal  Food. — Many  facts  could  be  adduced  to  prove  that  an  exclusive 
diet  of  animal  flesh  is  amply  suflicient  for  healthy  nutrition.  Sir  Francis 
Head  relates  some  interesting  particulars  respecting  the  Gauchos,  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Panipas,  in  South  America,  which  have  an  important  bearing 
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on  this  question.  After  stating  that  they  often  continue  on  horseback  day- 
after  day,  galloping  over  their  boundless  plains,  under  a  burning  sun,  and 
performing  labors  almost  of  an  incredible  description,  he  remarks  : — "  As 
the  constant  food  of  the  Gauchos  is  beef  and  water,  his  constitution  is  so 
strong,  that  he  is  able  to  endure  great  fatigue,  and  the  distances  he  will 
ride,  and  the  number  of  hours  he  will  remain  on  horseback,  would  hardly 
be  credited."  Sir  Francis  Head  also  brings  his  own  personal  experience 
in  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  above  statement.  "  When  I  first  crossed 
the  Pampas,"  he  remarks,  "  I  went  with  a  carriage,  and  although  I  had 
been  accustomed  to  riding  all  my  life,  I  could  not  at  all  ride  with  the  Pe- 
ons (drivers  of  the  carriage),  and  after  galloping  five  or  six  hours,  was 
obliged  to  get  into  the  carriage  ;  but  after  I  had  been  riding  for  three  or 
four  months,  and  had  lived  upon  beef  and  water,  I  found  myself  in  a  cer- 
tain condition,  which  1  can  only  describe  by  saying  that  I  felt  no  exertion 
could  kill  me.  For  a  week  I  could  daily  be  upon  my  horse  before  sunrise, 
could  ride  till  two  or  three  hours  after  sunset,  and  have  really  tired  out 
ten  or  twelve  horses.  This  will  explain  the  immense  distances  which 
people  in  South  America  are  said  to  ride,  which  I  am  confident  could  only 
be  done  on  beef  and  water."  There  are  numerous  facts  of  a  similar  kind 
which  might  be  quoted,  but  the  fact  that  an  exclusive  diet  of  animal  food 
is  fully  sufficient  to  sustain  the  physical  powers,  is  too  well  established  to 
need  further  proof. — Dr.  Lee's  Appendix  to  Pereira's  Treatise. 


Medical  Miscellaiuj. — Dr.  Inman,  of  Liverpool,  has  been  led  to  believe 
that  syphilitic  virus  in  the  system  is  often  the  cause  of  hetniplegia. — Mr. 
M'Cash,  surgeon,  London,  relates  a  case  of  siinple  fracture  of  the  fore-arm, 
in  which  the  too  early  application  of  the  starched  bandage  was  productive 
of  very  injurious  consequences. — A  person  has  lately  been  poisoned  in 
Maine  by  the  use  oi  blue  flag  root. — A  child  was  recently  killed  in  Penn- 
sylvania by  the  bite  of  a  rattlesnake,  death  taking  place  in  two  days  after 
the  bite,  the  body  and  limbs  swelling,  it  is  said,  to  bursting. — It  is  expect- 
ed that  the  mineralogical  cabinet  of  the  late  Baron  Lederer,  Austrian  Con- 
sul General  to  the  United  States,  will  be  purchased  by  Yale  College.  It 
is  said  to  be  rich  in  American  specimens. — One  Caleb  Rice,  a  Thomson- 
ian,  has  been  sentenced,  after  a  trial  of  two  days,  to  30  days  imprisonment 
and  a  fiiie  of  8250,  for  causing  the  death  of  a  Mrs.  Keathly,  of  St.  Charles 
county,  Missouri. — "  Scarlatina  and  its  treatment  on  homoeopathic  princi- 
ples," is  the  title  of  a  new  English  work  by  Dr.  Belluomini. — Part  I.  of 
Dr.  W.  B.  Carpenter's  Animal  Physiology  is  published  in  London. 

To  CoHRESPOiN DENTS. — Dr.  Nott's  theory  respecting  Mulattoes,  which  was 
copied  into  this  Journal  last  week  on  account  of  its  having  reference  to  a  subject 
to  which  attention  was  first  directed  in  our  pages,  has  called  forth  a  brief  reply 
from  a  correspondent,  which  will  be  inserted  ne.xt  week. — Dr.  Hayes's  case  of 
psoas  abscess,  and  Dr.  Welch's  of  uterine  polypus,  will  also  then  be  admitted. 

Died,— At  Waterford,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Timothy  Upham,  36. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  19,  45. — Males,  25 — Fen>Hles,  20.    Stillborn,  5. 

Of  consumption,  4 — dropsy,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  3— cholera  infantum,  5— marasmus,  2 — 
infantile,  10 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — bowel  complaint,  1 — teething,  \ — apoplexy,  2— fits,  2 — brain 
fever,  1 — croup,  1 — drowned,  1 — dysentery,  2 — complication  of  diseases,  1 — canker  in  the  bowels,  1— . 
typhus  fever,  1 — measles,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — hooping  cough,  1. 

Under  5  years,  30— between  5  and  20  years,  3— between  20  and  60  years,  10 — over  60  years,  2. 
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Surgical  Operation.  By  H.  Frost,  A.  M.  M.D. — Jacob  Jackson,  of 
Tobacco  Stick,  Dorchester  county,  Maryland,  a  free  colored  man,  42  years 
of  age,  of  a  strong  athletic  frame,  and  more  than  ordinary  height,  of  tem- 
perate habits  and  general  good  health,  received  an  injury  from  an  axe,  on 
the  vertex,  over  the  frontal  bone,  and  near  the  angle  formed  by  the  coro- 
nal and  sagittal  sutures.  It  seems  that  he  was  occupied,  within  the 
house,  making  an  article  for  domestic  use,  and  as  he  raised  his  axe  it 
struck  a  beam  over  his  head,  and  becoming  entangled  in  a  hank  of  yarn 
suspended  from  the  beam,  rebounded  with  great  force,  so  as  to  cause  a 
severe  contusion,  which  (although  it  healed)  was  soon  after  followed  by 
the  most  acute  and  lancinating  pains  about  the  orbitar  temporal,  and  even 
occipital  region.  The  frontal  and  tempero-facial  nerves,  however,  were 
more  particularly  implicated.  He  had  been  attended  by  three  respectable 
physicians  of  the  same  county,  whose  treatment  was  various,  but  attended 
with  only  temporary  relief,  with  no  permanent  benefit.  In  the  month  of 
January,  1843,  Dr.  Benj.  B.  Harrison,  of  Tobacco  Stick,  formerly  of  Mar- 
tinsburg,  Va.,  was  called  to  the  case,  and  while  under  his  care,  several 
remedies  were  employed,  but  to  little  purpose,  until  in  the  month  of  June, 
'43,  Dr.  H.  determined  to  operate  upon  the  patient;  and  accordingly 
in  the  presence  of  many  of  the  neighbors,  proceeded  to  make  two 
straight  incisions,  at  right  angles,  two  and  a  half  inches  in  length  down  to 
the  bone,  at  the  seat  of  the  injury  ;  and  this  was  done,  primarily,  to  settle 
the  point  as  to  there  having  been  any  fracture  or  depression  of  the  bone 
in  reality.  The  flaps  were  then  dissected  up,  making  bare  the  bone,  which 
was  evidently  free  from  any  lesion  whatever.  Further  examination  re- 
sulted in  finding  the  adipose  vesicles  of  the  skin  enlarged  and  in  a  morbid 
condition  ;  which  were  accordingly  clipped  off  or  cut  avvay  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  not  to  leave  any  remaining  seeds  of  disease.  The  flaps  were  then 
replaced,  and  suitable  dressings  were  applied  to  the  wound.  The  hemor- 
rhage was  not  profuse,  and  no  more  than  desired,  and  the  patient  appeared 
to  be  almost  instantly  relieved.  Precautions  were  taken  against  inflam- 
mation, and  a  free  use  of  poultices  and  anodynes,  particularly  HofTman's. 
Means  were  used  to  keep  the  wound  open,  or  in  a  state  of  discharge,  as 
long  as  possible,  or  rather  as  long  as  there  were  matters  to  be  discharged. 
In  a  little  more  than  two  weeks,  however,  it  healed  up,  and  the  patient  to 
all  appearance  became  perfectly  sound.     He  was  injured  January,  1S42. 


Old  Doctors. — In  the  north  and  west  every  village  has  its  old  doctor — 
generally  quite  a  respectable  personage,  with  several  peculiarities,  and  the 
self-complacency  which  comes  from  a  life  of  usefulness,  winding  up  amidst 
the  regard  of  the  neighborhood,  and  the  respect  of  the  younger  physicians 
who  surround  him.  A  sage  of  this  kind  is  almost  unknown  in  the  south- 
west, except  by  title,  which  often  indicates  about  as  much  clinical  labor, 
as  that  of  colonel  testifies  to  military  achievement.  The  reason  of  this  dif- 
ference between  the  south-west  and  the  more  northern  portions  of  the 
Union,  is  three  fold  :  1st.  A  great  many  physicians  die  young.  2d.  A 
number  go  to  cotton  planting.  3d.  Not  a  few  marry  rich  widows.  Thus 
it  is  that  causes  the  most  opposite  conspire  to  deprive  this  quarter  of  the 
benefits  of  ripe  medical  experience.  How  long  the  first  will  continue  with 
its  past  energy,  we  cannot  predict ;  but  the  second  will  soon  cease  unless 
the  price  of  cotton  should  rise  above  five  cents  a  pound  ;  the  last,  however, 
is  of  a  permanent  character,  for  six  or  eight  times  as  many  husbands  as 
wives  die  in  this  region. — Dr.  Drake's  Travelling  Editorials,  West.  Jonr. 
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ON   LABORS   COMPLIC.\TED   WITH   CONVULSIONS. 
Trom  Dr.  Robert  Lee's  Lectures  at  St.  George's  Hospital. 

There  is  a  striking  resemblance  between  the  symptoms  observed  in  a  case 
of  common  epilepsy  and  in  one  of  puerperal  convulsions,  or  eclampsia, 
as  it  is  called  by  nosologists.  In  both  these  diseases  insensibility  takes 
place  during  the  fits,  and  all  the  voluntary  muscles  of  the  face,  trunk  and 
extremities  become  convulsed.  When  a  fit  of  puerperal  convulsions 
comes  on,  the  woman  becomes  perfectly  unconscious  of  everything 
around  her,  and  the  muscles  of  the  eyes  and  face  are  usually  first  affect- 
ed. Irregular  spasmodic  twitchings  are  observed  about  the  mouth  and 
eyelids,  which  produce  great  distortion  of  the  countenance :  the  eyes  are 
often  turned  upward  and  inward  to  the  root  of  the  nose,  and  roll  rapidly 
about  in  different  directions.  The  lower  jaw  is  either  firmly  clenched 
against  the  upper,  or  it  is  drawn  to  one  side ;  and  the  tongue,  being  pro- 
truded between  the  teeth,  is  often  severely  lacerated.  Every  muscle  of 
the  body  soon  becomes  convulsed  ;  the  spasm  is  violent  and  universal  ; 
the  respiration,  which  is  at  first  hurried,  afterwards  becomes  slow  and 
stertorous,  as  the  convulsions  subside  ;  and  a  quantity  of  frothy  saliva, 
tinged  with  blood,  is  blown  from  the  mouth  with  a  peculiar  noise,  as  in 
an  ordinary  epileptic  fit.  Sometimes  the  muscles  on  one  side  of  the  face 
and  body  only  are  at  first  affected  ;  and  after  the  spasm  has  ceased  in 
them,  those  on  the  opposite  side  become  convulsed.  The  pupils  of  the 
eyes  are  usually  dilated  and  insensible  during  a  fit  of  puerperal  convul- 
sions ;  but  in  some  women,  both  between  and  during  the  paroxysms, 
they  are  closely  contracted.  The  pulse  varies  extremely,  being  either 
very  hurried,  or  slower  than  natural.  After  the  convulsion  has  endured 
for  a  longer  or  a  shorter  period,  as  in  cases  of  epilepsy,  it  gradually 
ceases;  and  the  patient,  apparently  greatly  exhausted,  is  left  in  a  state  of 
deep  stupor,  with  stertorous  breathing.  The  consciousness  generally 
does  not  return"  before  another  fit  takes  place  ;  and  this  happens,  in  the 
greater  number  of  instances,  in  a  short  period,  when  the  same  phenomena 
are  observed.  A  great  number  of  violent  fits  are  often  experienced  by 
some  women  during  many  hours,  at  longer  or  shorter  intervals,  without 
any  return  of  sensibility.  The  attacks  may  terminate  in  a  state  resem- 
bling apoplexy,  as  epilepsy  sometimes  does,  which  may  soon  prove  fatal  ; 
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or  the  fits  may  subside,  and  the  recollection  be  gradually  restored.  If 
there  have  been  no  labor  pains  before  the  fits  come  on,  the  os  uteri 
most  frequently  begins  to  dilate;  but  the  uterine  contractions  are  usually 
feeble  and  irregular,  and  they  seem  to  pass  into  convulsions,  or  to  alter- 
nate with  the  fits.  Sometimes  the  child  is  expelled  by  the  pains  ;  but 
more  frequently  they  are  inefficient,  and  the  delivery  cannot  be  complet- 
ed without  artificial  assistance. 

In  some  women  the  fits  are  preceded  by  certain  symptoms  indicating 
a  plethoric  state  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  and  great  nervous  irritability. 
There  is  usually  headache,  more  or  less  intense  ;  throbbing  of  the  tem- 
poral arteries;  sense  of  weight  and  constriction  across  the  forehead; 
giddiness  ;  drowsiness ;  the  sight  and  hearing  disturbed  ;  flushing  and 
tumefaction  of  the  countenance;  slight  delirium,  or  confusion  of  thought, 
or  loss  of  memory  ;  and  other  signs  of  cerebral  disturbance.  Pain  in 
the  epigastric  region,  and  increased  sensibility  of  the  uterus,  sometimes 
precede  the  fits:  but  there  are  cases  of  violent  puerperal  convulsions 
where  no  precursory  or  premonitory  symptoms  of  any  kind  are  perceiv- 
ed ;  there  is  nothing  like  the  aura  epilepiica  observed  before  attacks  of 
puerperal  convulsions.  They  may  occur  in  the  latter  months  of  preg- 
nancy, before  the  uterus  has  begun  to  contract,  during  the  different 
stages  of  labor,  and  several  days  or  weeks  after  delivery,  I  have  never 
met  with  a  case  of  true  puerperal  convulsions  before  the  sixth  month  of 
pregnancy  ;  the  spasmodic  affections  which  have  occurred  at  an  earlier 
period  having  been  connected  with  hysteria,  and  unaccompanied  with  loss 
of  consciousness. 

It  has  been  observed  by  all  practitioners,  that,  in  a  very  great  pro- 
portion of  cases,  it  is  in  the  first  pregnancy  or  labor  that  puerperal  con- 
vulsions occur,  "  Women  are  far  more  liable,"  says  Dr.  Denman, 
"  to  convulsions  in  first  than  in  subsequent  labors  ;  and  then,  it  is  said, 
more  frequently  when  the  child  is  dead  than  when  it  is  living.  But 
when  women  have  convulsions  the  death  of  the  child  ought  generally  to 
be  esteemed  rather  an  effect  than  a  cause,  as  they  have  often  been  de- 
livered of  living  children  when  they  were  in  convulsions,  or  of  dead, 
and  even  putrid  children,  without  any  tendt-ncy  to  convulsions.  Some 
women  have  also  had  convulsions  in  several  successive  labors  ;  but  having 
had  them  in  one,  they  generally,  by  the  precautions  taken,  or  some  na- 
tural change,  escape  them  in  future.  Lastly,  I  was  for  many  years  per- 
suaded that  convulsions  only  happened  when  the  head  presented ;  but 
experience  has  proved  that  they  sometimes  occur  in  preternatural  pre- 
sentations of  the  child."  Of  19  cases  recorded  by  Dr.  Joseph  Clarke, 
16  were  first  children.  Of  48  related  by  Dr.  Merriman,  there  were 
36  instances  in  which  it  was  the  patient's  first  labor.  Of  30  cases 
which  occurred  to  Dr.  Collins,  29  were  in  women  with  their  first  child- 
ren :  and  the  oiher  single  case  was  a  second  jjrognancy,  but  in  a  wo- 
man who  had  suffered  a  similar  attack  with  her  first  pregnancy.  Four- 
teen of  the  32  children  (two  of  the  women  having  had  twins)  were 
born  alive.  In  18  of  the  30  the  convulsions  subsided  after  delivery;  in 
10  the  fits  occurred  both  before  and  after;  and  in  2  the  attack  did  not 
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come  on  till  after  delivery,  in  15  of  the  30  the  patients  were  delivered 
by  the  natural  efforts  ;  in  6  delivery  was  effected  by  the  forceps  ;  in  8 
by  the  perforator  and  crotchet  ;  and  in  1  the  feet  presented.  Two  of 
the  children  were  born  putrid.  Five  of  the  women  died.  In  6  of 
the  48  cases  related  by  Dr.  Merriman  the  convulsions  did  not  occur  till 
after  delivery.  Five  of  these  patients  recovered  ;  the  other,  after  the 
epileptic  attack,  became  maniacal,  but  appeared  to  be  i^radually  recover- 
ing, when,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  from  the  first  seizure,  she  was  at- 
tacked with  another  fit,  and  died.  All  the  children  were  alive.  In  3 
eases  the  women  were  pref|;nant  of  twins.  In  two  of  these  cases  the 
attack  of  convulsions  occurred  in  the  interval  between  the  births  of  the 
two  children.  All  the  women  were  delivered  without  artificial  assist- 
ance ;  2  of  them  recovered  ;  and  3  of  the  children  were  born  alive. 
In  1 1  cases  the  delivery  was  effected  by  the  forceps.  All  these  wo- 
men recovered,  and  three  of  the  children  were  born  alive.  In  nine 
cases  the  perforator  was  employed.  Seven  of  these  women  recovered. 
In  4  cases  the  operation  of  turning  was  resorted  to  ;  2  of  the  women 
recovered  ;  all  the  children  were  dead  born.  In  1  case  the  woman  died 
undelivered.  In  14  cases  the  children  were  born  without  extraordi- 
nary assistance.  Ten  of  these  women  recovered,  and  5  of  the  children 
were  born  alive.  Thus,  37  women  recovered,  and  11  died.  Seventeen 
children  were  born  alive  (including  the  6  born  before  the  mothers  were 
attacked  with  convulsions)  ;  34  were  born  dead.  Dr.  Ramsbotham  has 
related  the  histories  of  26  cases;  of  which,  10  proved  fatal.  Thirteen  oc- 
curred before  delivery,  10  during  labor,  and  3  after.  Dr.  Ingleby  relates 
35  cases  ;  of  which,  1 1  were  fatal.  IMauriceau,  42  ;  7  during  pregnancv, 
3  of  which  were  fatal  ;  19  during  labor,  11  of  which  ended  fatally  ;  and 
16  after  delivery,  of  which  5  were  fatal. 

Puerperal  convulsions  occur  in  all  countries,  and  in  all  the  different 
ranks  of  life.  Those  women  are  most  predisposed  to  the  disease  who 
have  had  hysteria  or  epilepsy  in  early  life,  who  have  suffered  from  injuries 
of  the  head,  or  who  have  had  violent  attacks  of  fever  with  severe  affections 
of  the  brain.  Depressing  passions  of  the  mind  appear  to  produce  a  predis- 
position to  the  disease.  Unmarried  women  who  are  excluded  from  so- 
ciety, and  often  addicted  to  the  improper  use  of  stimulants,  are  pecu- 
liarly liable  to  puerperal  convulsions  and  mania.  Terror,  and  other  vio- 
lent mental  impressions,  and  sometimes  the  pains  of  labor  alone,  are  suffi- 
cient to  excite  convulsions.  The  disease  occurs  not  only  in  strong,  ple- 
thoric young  women  with  their  first  children — in  such  as  are  of  a  coarse 
make^  with  short,  thick  necks — but  in  weak,  irritable,  nervous  females. 
There  are  some  cases  where  irregularities  of  diet,  especially  the  use  of 
very  indigestible  food  and  stimulants,  appear,  without  any  other  cause 
that  can  be  discovered,  to  give  rise  to  the  disease.  There  are  many  cases 
in  which  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  nervous  system  of  the  uterus  ap- 
pears to  be  the  sole  cause,  and  in  all  cases  it  is  the  principal  predisposing 
cause,  for  the  fits  of  convulsion  occur  in  most  women  in  the  fiist  preg- 
nancy and  labor,  and  at  no  other  time  but  during  pregnancy  and  labor ; 
and  they  often  suddenly  cease   when   the  labor  is  completed,  after  every 
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remedy  has  been  employed  without  avail,  except  artificial  delivery.  The 
condiiion  of  the  brain,  on  whicli  the  loss  of  consciousness  and  convulsions 
depend,  is  obviously  produced  by  sympathy  with  the  nervous  system  of 
the  uterus;  and  the  fits  return,  and  increase  in  violence,  till  the  uterus  is 
emptied  of  its  contents,  as  on  them  the  irritation  of  the  nerves  of  the  ute- 
rus alone  depends. 

In  some  cases  there  has  been  observed  an  unusual  degree  of  redness 
and  softening  of  the  cerebral  substance  in  those  who  have  died  from  pu- 
erperal convulsions  ;  great  congestion  of  the  sinuses  and  smaller  veins  and 
arteries  of  the  brain  ;  effusion  of  blood  or  serum  into  the  ventricles,  and 
lymph  covering  the  surface  of  the  hemispheres.  In  others  there  has  been 
no  niorbid  appearance  whatever  found  in  the  brain  to  account  for  the 
symptoms.  At  Edinburgh,  in  1816,  I  examined,  with  Dr.  J.  Thomson 
and  Dr.  Gordon,  the  brain  of  a  young  wonian  who  had  died  of  puerpe- 
ral convulsions  ;  but,  except  a  little  turgescence  of  the  bloodvessels,  not 
more  than  is  seen  in  many  who  have  died  of  disease  altogedier  uncon- 
nected with  the  brain,  there  was  nothing  to  account  for  the  symptoms. 
In  other  cases,  however,  organic  disease  of  the  brain  has  been  discovered 
after  death. 

Dr.  Ramsbotham  made  a  post-mortem  examination  of  the  brain  in  four 
of  the  fatal  cases  which  he  observed.  The  first  case  was  referable  to 
injury  of  the  head.  There  was  both  convulsion  and  paralysis,  and  the 
woman  died  undelivered.  "  Blood  was  found  extravasated  between  the 
dura  and  pla  mater,  and  upon  the  orbital  processes  under  the  right  lobe." 
In  the  second  fatal  case  he  states  that  there  was  no  positive  derange- 
ment detected  in  the  brain,  except  turgescence  of  the  vessels  of  the  pia 
mater.  The  head  of  another  patient  was  examined  by  an  experienced 
anatomist,  who  reported  that  after  a  very  minute  examination  of  every 
portion  of  the  brain  no  positive  derangement  could  be  detected,  and  that 
the  only  appearance  in  any  way  different  from  that  usually  met  with 
was  in  the  vessels  of  the  pia  mater,  which  were  thought  to  be  somewhat 
more  loaded  with  blood  than  in  the  general  cases  of  cerebral  inspection. 
In  case  4,  after  a  most  careful  examination  of  the  head,  no  positive 
breach  of  vessel  could  be  detected.  The  bloodvessels  of  the  pla  mater 
were  beautifully  injected  with  blood,  and  a  section  of  the  substance  of 
the  brain  showed  more  bloody  points  than  usual.  There  was  also  a 
quantity  of  tinged  serum  in  the  ventricles.  The  vessels  of  the  cerebel- 
lum were  likewise  anormally  distended  with  blood.  From  the  dissections, 
and  other  circumstances,  Dr.  R.  concludes  that  "  the  whole  train  of 
symptoms  evinces  considerable  derangement  in  the  functions  of  the  brain 
and  nervous  system;  yet,  after  death,  correspondent  marks  of  organic 
mischief  within  the  head  are  seldom  met  with — (Vol  11.,  p.  248).  The 
difierent  anatomical  inquiries  at  which  I  have  been  present  have  not  dis- 
closed such  regular  appearances  as  to  sanction  the  uniform  deduction  that 
the  brain  was  the  principal  seat  of  disease.  I  suspect  that  In  many  in- 
stances that  important  organ  is  no  otherwise  implicated  than  through  the 
medium  of  sympathetic  irritation."  "  Of  the  appearances  after  death," 
observes  Dr.  Merriman,  "  in  those  who  have  died  of  puerperal  epilepsy, 
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contrary  statements  have  been  given.  Dr.  Denman  says,  that  in  the  ex- 
amination of  many  women  \vl)o  have  died  from  convulsions,  he  has  never 
seen  an  instance  of  effusion  of  blood  in  the  brain,  though  the  vssels 
were  extremely  turgid  ;  but  has  always  re«iarked,  that  the  heart  was  un- 
usually flaccid,  without  a  single  drop  in  the  auricles  or  ventricles;  but 
he  adds,  that  Mr.  Hewson  had  informed  him  of  a  case  of  convulsions 
where  an  effusion  of  blood  in  a  small  quantity  had  been  found  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  brain;  and  in  his  fifth  edition,  he  mentions  a  case  by  Dr. 
Hooper,  where  a  coagulum  of  blood,  weighing  nearly  §  iv.,  was  found 
between  the  dura  and  pia  mater.  In  one  instance  I  have  distinctly  seen 
an  efilision  of  blood  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  cranium  ;  but  the  quantity 
was  not  large,  and  Dr.  Ley  has  lately  met  with  a  similar  case."  M. 
Cruveilhier  examined  a  case  in  which  not  the  slightest  trace  of  conges- 
tion  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  could  be  detected.  M.  Bontilleux  relates 
another,  in  which  he  could  detect  no  manifest  alteration  within  the  skull. 
Dr.  Collins  says,  "  I  conceive  we  are  quite  ignorant  as  yet  of  what  the 
cause  maybe:  nor  could  I  ever  find  on  dissection  any  appearances  to 
enable  me  to  even  hazard  an  opinion  on  the  subject." 

Treatment  of  Puerperal  Convulsions. — The  best  systematic  writers  on 
midwifery  during  the  last  two  centuries  have  recommended  copious  blood- 
letting in  puerperal  convulsions,  and  artificial  delivery  where  depletion 
failed  to  remove  the  fits.  They  have  all  considered  the  brain  to  be  the 
seat  of  the  disease. 

Mauriceau  thought  prompt  delivery  to  be  the  best  remedy,  and  where 
the  orifice  of  the  uterus  did  not  admit  of  this,  he  advised  blood  to  be 
drawn  from  the  arm  and  foot,  and  stimulating  enemata  to  be  employed, 
to  diminish  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  brain.  He  states  that  he  had 
seen  emetics  administered  without  success,  or  with  injurious  effects. 
Where  consciousness  did  not  return  between  the  fits,  but  the  woman  re- 
mained insensible,  foaming  at  the  mouth,  with  stertorous  breathing,  then 
both  the  mother  and  child  he  believed  would  die,  if  they  were  not 
promptly  relieved  by  delivery.  I  have  saved,  he  says,  the  lives  of  many 
women  in  this  way,  but  others  have  not  failed  to  die  after  having  been 
delivered  in  the  due  time,  and  in  the  proper  manner — "  bien  et  ducment 
accouchees.'^ 

He  admits  that  some  eases  will  prove  fatal  whatever  is  done.  If  the 
child  is  alive  he  recommends  the  operation  of  turning  ;  if  dead,  cra- 
niotomy. 

'-  There  are  some  women,"  he  says,  "  who  are  always  attacked 
with  convulsions  either  before  or  after  delivery.  To  prevent  such  an 
accident  he  recommends  bleeding  from  the  arm  two  or  three  times  durine: 
pregnancy,  and  once  after  labor  has  commenced." 

Puzos  has  also  given  an  account  of  puerperal  convulsions,  and  has  re- 
commended prompt  and  copious  bloodletting,  to  relieve  the  brain  from 
the  excessive  quantity  of  blood  by  which  it  is  oppressed.  After  bleeding, 
lavements,  he  says,  must  be  employed,  and  it  should  be  ascertained  by  an 
examination  whether  the  uterus  is  dilating,  and  if  the  bleedings  and  other 
remedies  do  not  calm  the  convulsions,  then  delivery  is  the  best  thing  that 
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can  be  done,  which  removes  the  pressure  from  the  great  bloodvessels  of 
the  abdomen,  and  allows  it  to  circulate  freely.  The  relief  from  delivery, 
he  says,  is  not  instantaneous,  for  the  convulsions  will  often  continue  for  a 
time,  but  at  longer  intervals,  and  patients  sometimes  remain  for  two  days 
in  a  state  of  lethargy,  and  afterwards  recover.  But  when  the  convulsions 
continue  in  spite  of  the  bloodlettings  and  delivery,  and  the  coma  and 
stertorous  breathing  and  foaming  at  the  mouth,  then  the  disorder  will  ter- 
minate fatally  ;  but  we  have  the  consolation  to  know  that  we  merit  no 
reproach,  having  employed  all  the  means  we  possess  to  overcome  so 
grievous  an  accident.  It  is  to  be  presumed  because  we  have  not  suc- 
ceeded, that  lesions  (crevasses)  have  been  made  in  the  brain  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  convulsions,  and  that  delivery  could  not  remedy  these.  Thus, 
he  adds,  in  the  acute  convulsions  which  precede  or  accompany  labor,  we 
cannot  be  too  prompt  and  vigorous  in  ihe  application  of  the  proper  re- 
sources ;  and  as  these  ineans  are  sometimes  insufficient  when  the  disease 
is  once  established,  the  accoucheur  should  be  attentive  to  the  first  symp- 
toms which  announce  convulsions ;  for  it  sometimes  happens,  that 
in  a  labor  accomjianied  with  tlie  inost  favoral)le  symptoms,  a  woman  all 
at  once  complains  of  dazzling  of  the  eyes,  of  weight  in  the  forehead  or 
posterior  part  of  the  Ijead,  and  of  sudden  loss  of  vision,  symptoms  which 
all  announce  that  an  attack  of  convulsions  is  at  hand.  I  have  seen  wo- 
men suddenly  seized  with  frightful  convulsions,  he  says,  during  labor,  be- 
cause attention  had  not  been  paid  them  when  they  complained  of  pain 
of  the  head.  We  perceive,  tlien,  that  it  is  much  more  easy  to  prevent 
the  evil,  than  to  destroy  it  when  it  is  once  established  ;  since  the  most 
powerful  remedies  do  not  prevent  the  death  of  the  mother  and  the  child, 
which  these  convulsions  put  in  the  greatest  danger.  Therefore  1  bleed 
copiously,  and  that  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  symptoms  which  threaten 
convulsions  ;  and  I  have  often  by  this  means  relieved  very  speedily  the 
headache,  restored  the  vision,  and  completed  the  delivery  happily  in  a 
short  time. 

Copious  bloodletting  in  puerperal  convulsions  is  the  first  remedy  now 
employed  by  all  practitioners  in  this  country  ;  but  the  extent  to  which  de- 
pletion is  to  be  carried  must  be  regulated  by  the  constitution  of  the  patient, 
the  violence  of  the  symptoms,  and  the  effects  produced  by  the  lo-^s  of  blood. 
Profuse  bloodletting  will  not  invariably  control  the  disease,  as  some  have 
asserted  ;  nay,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  sudden  abstraction  of  fifty  or 
more  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm  of  some  individuals,  instead  of  ar- 
resting the  disease,  would  destroy  life.  So  feeble  is  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  in  some  women  that  it  is  impossible  to  remove  this  quantity  from 
the  arm.  In  young,  robust,  plethoric  women,  the  best  plan  certainly  is 
to  take  away  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  attack  twenty  or  twenty-five 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  to  cut  off  the  hair  or  shave  the  scalp,  and 
apply  over  the  heail  cold  lotion  or  ice  in  a  bladder  ;  to  put  ten  grains  or  a 
scruple  of  calomel  upon  the  tongue,  or  two  drops  of  croton  oil,  if  the 
bowels  require  immediate  relief;  to  throw  up  into  the  rectum  a  stimulat- 
ing enema,  and  to  apply  warmth,  mustard  poultices  and  rubefacients,  to 
the  inside  of  the  legs  and  thighs ;  at  the  same  time  to  adopt  every  pre- 
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caution  to  prevent  the  patient  from  being  bruised  or  injured  by  the  vio- 
lence of  ihe  convulsive  movements  into  which  the  body  is  thrown.  If 
the  fits  continue  after  these  remedies  have  been  employed,  with  undi- 
minished violence,  and  if  the  pulse  is  full  and  strong,  and  signs  of  con- 
gestion of  the  brain  are  still  present,  you  may  open  another  vein  in  the 
arm,  and  remove  fifteen  or  twenty  ounces  more.  A  third  bleeding  to  this 
extent  is  undoubtedly  necessary  and  proper  in  some  cases,  but  I  prefer 
greatly,  after  thirty  or  thirty-five  ounces  of  blood  have  been  drawn  from 
the  arm,  to  trust  to  local  bleeding,  and  especially  to  the  application  of 
cupping-glasses  to  the  temples  and  nape  of  the  neck.  When  the  consti- 
tution has  been  previously  exhausted  by  some  chronic  disease,  or  haemor- 
rhage ;  or  without  these,  if  it  is  peculiarly  delicate,  nervous  and  irritable, 
and  has  been  weakened  by  grief,  and  other  depressing  passions,  and  the 
pulse  is  very  rapid  and  feeble,  it  is  better  to  trust  entirely  to  the  local 
abstraction  of  blood,  and  to  the  remedies  now  described,  and  to  abstain 
altogether  from  general  bleeding.  Some  women  die  who  are  bled  pro- 
fusely, and  others  recover  where  a  small  quantity  is  drawn  from  the  arm, 
or  where  it  is  entirely  drawn  by  cupping  from  the  temples  and  nape  of 
the  neck.  These  observations  are  made  with  the  view  of  preventing 
you  from  having  recourse  to  extensive  depletion  in  all  cases  of  puerperal 
convulsions,  without  carefully  considering  the  condition  and  previous  his- 
tory of  the  patient.  Profuse  and  indiscriminate  bloodletting  cannot  be 
practised  with  impunity  in  this  disease. 

This  is  the  treatment  which  ought  to  be  employed  in  cases  of  puerpe- 
ral convulsions  before  labor  comes  on,  and  also  after  labor  has  com- 
menced, and  if  the  fits  do  not  diminish  in  frequency  and  violence,  and 
the  parts  are  in  a  condition  to  admit  of  artificial  delivery,  it  is  very  im- 
portant that  it  should  not  be  long  delayed.  In  one  case  which  occurred 
in  the  latter  months  these  means  were  vigorously  employed  without 
effect,  and  when  the  patient  appeared  sinking,  the  operation  of  turning 
was  performed,  though  the  os  uteri  had  not  begun  to  dilate,  and  the  fits 
ceased  immediately  after  the  delivery  had  been  effected,  and  recovery 
took  place.  Should  the  head  of  the  child  not  have  descended  sufficiently 
low  for  the  forceps  to  be  applied  when  delivery  becomes  absolutely  neces- 
sary, recourse  should  be  had  to  the  perforator.  Even  when  the  os  uteri 
is  fully  dilated,  and  the  head  of  the  child  has  passed  so  far  into  the  pel- 
vis that  an  ear  can  be  felt,  it  is  difficult  to  apply  the  forceps  and  extract 
the  head  without  danger  to  the  mother  ;  and  where  the  insensibility  is 
complete,  and  the  intervals  between  the  fits  short,  and  the  patient  cannot 
be  retained  in  the  proper  j)osition,  the  employment  of  the  forceps  is  al- 
ways attended  with  considerable  hazard  to  the  perineum  and  soft  parts. 

Opium  has  beea  almost  universally  condemned  in  puerperal  convul- 
sions, and  I  consider  it  always  improper  before  bloodletting  has  been  em- 
ployed to  a  sufficient  extent,  and  the  delivery  has  been  completed  either 
spontaneously  or  artificially.  In  some  of  the  most  severe  cases  which  I 
have  seen  after  copious  venesection  and  delivery,  large  doses  of  the  liquor 
opii  sedativus  have  appeared  to  produce  very  powerful  effects  in  arresting 
the  fits;  in  others  no   benefit  whatever  resulted  from  the  employment  of 
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sedatives  of  any  kind.  The  application  of  leeches  to  the  re(];ion  of  the 
uterus,  appeared,  in  a  recent  case  of  mania  conjplicated  with  puerperal 
convulsions,  to  be  attended  with  the  most  striking  benefit  after  all  other 
means  had  been  tried  without  effect.  Sedatives  have  been  recommended 
to  be  applied  to  the  cervix  uteri,  or  thrown  up  into  the  rectum  during  la- 
bor, and  after  delivery,  in  cases  of  puerperal  convulsions,  but  1  have  had 
no  experience  of  their  efficacy. — London  Medical  Gazette. 


EFFECTS    OF   LEAD. 

From  Dr.  Seymour's  Clinique  at  St.  George's  Hospital. 

There  are  many  trades  and  callings  in  which  the  use  of  lead  is  very 
extensive.  This  mineral  poison  may  get  into  the  system  by  inhalation. 
Its  first  perceptible  poisonous  effect  is  upon  the  muscular  structures,  which 
lose  their  contractile  power  and  become  flabby  and  diminished  in  volume. 
The  muscular  coats  of  the  intestinal  canal  are  those  which  are  generally 
first  affected,  some  portions  of  them  being  dilated  whilst  others  are  con- 
tracted. Constipation  arises  from  this,  accompanied  with  great  pain  and 
spasmodic  action  of  the  recti  muscles.  In  its  early  stage  this  colicky  at- 
tack of  the  bowels  is  very  easily  relieved  by  the  warm  bath  and  doses  of 
castor  oil.  Some  physicians  have  recommended  opium  and  remedies  of 
that  class,  but  castor  oil  is,  after  all,  the  very  best.  By  the  judicious 
employment  of  these  means  the  affection  may  be  removed,  but  if  the  pa- 
tient returns  immediately  to  his  work  it  recurs  in  an  aggravated  form  ; 
the  muscles  of  the  arm  become  paralyzed,  and  it  "  drops,"  as  it  is  term- 
ed. A  similar  effect  may  be  produced  by  an  over-exertion  of  these  mus- 
cles, as  occurs  in  some  trades,  such  as  those  of  shoemakers,  cobblers, 
&;c.  The  mode  of  curing  such  affections  as  these  is  to  abstain  from  the 
occupations  which  cause  them  ;  using  a  generous  diet ;  resting  the  hand 
upon  a  splint,  as  in  this  man's  case ;  and,  best  of  all,  by  the  employment 
of  electricity.  In  addition  to  the  use  of  these  several  means,  this  man 
was  ordered  to  take  half  a  drachm  of  the  balsam  of  Peru  three  times 
daily,  a  remedy  which  has  been  supposed  to  be  very  useful,  and  I  have 
certainly  seen  it  of  great  service  in  cases  in  which  over-exertion  of  the 
muscles  has  caused  the  paralysis.  But  this  is  not  all.  If  tlie  patient 
should  be  compelled  by  circumstances  to  return  to  his  occupation  and 
again  inhale  the  poison,  he  will  have  accumulations  of  synovia  in  the 
joints,  producing  a  species  of  synovial  rheumatism,  which  will  only  yield 
to  rest,  local  pressure,  good  food,  and  the  occasional  use  of  the  warm 
bath  ;  though  sometimes  cases  of  this  kind  occur  which  require  the  same 
active  treatment  as  severe  idiopathic  rheumatism.  Should  the  same  cause 
of  disease  be  still  in  operation,  a  species  of  bronchitis,  resembling  bron- 
chial phthisis,  supervenes,  in  which  the  patient  spits  up  large  quantities 
of  fawn-colored  matter.  On  this  state  of  things  a  more  fearful  disease 
than  all,  epilepsy,  may  supervene,  and  then  death  soon  ensues. 

Colica  Picionum. — A    man  up  stairs  labors   under  this    imbibition  of 
lead  into  the  system.     All  persons  who  use  paint  in  which  lead  is  an  in- 
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gredlent.  such  as  coach  painters  and  color  grinders,  are  very  liable  to  this 
affection.  The  peculiar  name  of  colic  which  has  been  given  to  it  arises 
from  the  first  impression  of  the  disease  being  made  upon  the  muscular 
coat  of  the  intestines.  The  best  remedy  for  relieving  the  incipient  stage 
is  frequent  doses  of  castor  oil,  which  will  evacuate  the  bowels  freely,  re- 
move any  foul  collection  that  they  may  contain,  and  thereby  diminish  the 
muscular  spasm.  Some  surgeons  give  calomel  and  opium  in  these  cases, 
because  opium  has  the  great  property  of  removing  spasm,  and  this  I  dare 
say  it  certainly  does  efficiently,  but  I  have  very  rarely  had  occasion  to 
use  it,  having  found  castor  oil  answer  every  purpose.  But  this  disease  may 
proceed  further,  as  in  the  patient  up  stairs,  who  was  here  for  the  same  af- 
fection three  months  since.  He  then  went  out  cured  and  returned  to  his 
work,  which  was  a  tacit  invitation  to  the  disease  to  return.  He  has  now 
got  what  is  technically  termed  the  "  hand-drop,"  wliich  arises  from  a 
species  of  paralysis  of  the  extensor  muscles  of  the  fore-arm,  whereby  the 
hand  falls  downward,  and  the  sufferers  are  unable,  by  hitching  and  lifting, 
to  bring  it  up.  The  best  remedies  for  this  stage  are,  first,  to  extend  the 
arm  and  hand  upon  a  splint,  thus  keeping  the  muscles  at  rest,  and  stimu- 
lating their  non-contractile  power  by  electricity.  Shocks  are  the  best 
means  of  applying  this  remedy,  which  is  generally  successful.  Beyond 
ihis  stage,  however,  the  disease  will  proceed  if  the  same  cause  be  brought 
again  into  operation.  The  bronchial  tubes  will  become  affected,  and  an 
affection  closely  analogous  to  bronchial  phthisis  will  produce  rapid  debility, 
and,  finally,  epileptic  fits,  and  under  these  depressing  causes  the  patient 
dies,  completely  worn  out.  This  man,  however,  has  not  reached  this  ex- 
treme stage,  and  although  at  present  very  ill,  I  do  not  doubt  of  his  ulti- 
mate recovery. — London  Lancet. 


EMPLOYMENT    OF    BLISTERS. 

By  Visiter  C,  Dendy,  Esq.,  Surg. 

Probably  one  of  the  most  common  errors  in  the  practice  of  medicine  is 
the  indiscrimination  between  the  use  and  abuse  of  a  remedy.  On  its 
success  in  any  one  case,  the  physician  often  hastily  promulgates  its  value, 
and  it  is  then  adopted  with  avidity,  without  judgment  or  reflection  on  the 
principles  of  pathology.  Witness  iodine,  creosote,  veratria,  et  id  genus 
omne.     This  must  be  a  common  source  of  disappointment. 

Regarding  doses  and  periods,  also,  there  is  often  so  little  rule  observed, 
as  to  bring  really  valuable  remedies,  especially  those  of  great  power,  into 
disuse,  and  even  disgrace  ;  for  it  may  be  almost  an  axiom  that  the  more 
valuable  the  use  of  a  remedy,  the  more  perilous  is  its  abuse.  In  justice 
to  your  columns  1  will  not  dilate  on  this  point,  but  will  merely  allude  to  a 
fact  regarding  the  application  of  blisters  in  the  infiammatory  affections 
of  the  chest,  abdornen  or  head,  in  children.  I  consider  these  applications 
of  the  highest  value,  especially  where  sanguineous  depletion  cannot  be 
adopted  or  repeated,  and  in  the  second  stages  of  pneumonia,  meningitis, 
Sjc.     One  error  of  their  employment   has  been  too  close  a  locality  to  the 
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seat  of  diseased  action  ;  there  should  be  an  interval  of  space  between 
the  counier-irritant  and  the  disease.  Another  error  is  too  long  a  period  of 
application,  by  which  an  aggravated  degree  of  irritation  or  perilous  ulce- 
ration may  be  produced,  or  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  urinary  organs  by 
absorption  of  the  lytta. 

To  avert  the  impression  which  these  errors  have  so  often  caused,  and 
to  advocate  the  proper  use  of  a  valuable  agent,  I  may  allude  to  one  cir- 
cumstance attached  to  my  experience  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  Children. 
When  I  was  first  appointed  to  it,  my  proposition  of  a  blister  was  con- 
stantly met  by  exclamations  of  reluctance,  often  of  abhorrence,  by  the 
mothers,  who  alleged  that  blisters  had  killed  such  and  such  of  their  child- 
ren. I  found  that  they  had  been  applied  for  twelve,  sixteen,  twenty-four, 
and  even  for  thirty-six  hours. 

Since  I  have  adopted  the  plan  of  limiting  the  application  to  from  three 
to  six  hours,  according  to  the  irritability  of  the  skin,  I  have  never  been 
thwarted  by  these  maternal  objections.  I  may  observe  that  a  vesication 
constantly  occurs,  altliough  scarcely  any  erythema  can  be  seen,  when  the 
blister  is  thus  early  applied. 

The  objection  of  delay  is  now  completely  removed  by  the  acetum 
tyitce,  the  efFects  of  which  are  as  speedy  as  those  of  a  sinapism,  while  the 
epispastic  taffeta  will  obviate,  at  the  tenderest  age,  strangury  and  other 
deleterious  effects. — Ibid. 


PSOAS    ABSCESS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.) 

B.  Van  Dame,  aged  37,  of  a  temperament  highly  nervous,  spare  in  body, 
and  of  literary  pursuits.  It  would  be  proper  that  the  remarks  1  am  about 
to  make  on  this  case  should  be  prefaced  by  saying,  that  the  patient  suf- 
fered a  severe  attack  of  sickness  in  the  winter  of  1839—40,  which  con- 
fined him  to  his  bed  some  months,  of  the  nature  of  which  I  am  not  well 
informed,  as  I  did  not  see  him  during  tlie  lime,  nor  were  his  medical  at- 
tendants harmonious  in  their  opinions  respecting  his  difficulties.  It  is, 
however,  sufficient  for  our  present  purpose  to  say  that  it  was  accompanied 
by  the  formation  of  an  abscess  on  right  back,  which  was  opened  oppo- 
site the  lower  dorsal  vertebra.  This  opening  did  not  heal,  and  in  a  few 
months  small  spiculae  of  bone  were  discharged.  From  this  to  (he  date  1 
am  about  to  give,  several  fistulous  openings  made  their  appearance,  from 
which  small  pieces  of  bone  were  discharged — in  all,  fifteen  pieces  came 
away  during  the  two  years. 

Was  called  to  see  patient  August  8,  1842.  He  stated  that  about  two 
weeks  since,  he  was  attacked  with  a  deep-seated  pain  in  the  right  iliac  re- 
gion, rather  severe  at  times,  which  has  been  gradually  growing  worse — now 
right  thigh  bent  a  little  upon  the  body — can  walk,  in  stooping  position, 
without  much  increase  of  pain.  The  bodily  health  being  tolerably  good, 
I  only  prescribed  an  anodyne  liniment  to  be  applied  to  the  painful  j)art. 
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15th. — Has  been  getting  rather  worse — all  motion  of  right  leg  being 
very  painful.     A  slight  fulness  can  be  perceived  in  right  iliac  region. 

22d. — Swelling  much  increased — more  painful.  No  sleep  except 
when  under  the  influence  of  opium.  Can  lay  only  on  the  belly  and  face, 
with  right  leg  drawn  up — pulse  120. 

Sept.  ]st. — The  same  in  most  respects  as  at  last  date,  only  swelling  is 
gradually  enlarging — pain  very  severe — takes  §  ss.  laudanum  every  24 
hours,  in  order  to  get  any  rest. 

7th. — Is  occasionally  delirious — getting  very  weak — takes  but  little 
support  of  any  kind — pulse  120.  Tongue  and  mouth  quite  sore,  proba- 
bly in  consequence  of  the  opium.  Abscess  points  most  between  os  ilium 
and  floating  ribs. 

13th. — Continues  much  the  same  ;  wandering  at  times  ;  pain  not  so 
severe,  but  the  matter  is  extending  round  farther  upon  the  back,  and 
points  very  much  above  os  ilium,  where  I  judged  it  best  to  make  an  open- 
ing, which  was  done  with  a  small  abscess  lancet,  and  12  oz.  of  thick, 
purulent  matter  drawn  off.  The  wound  was  immediately  closed  by  ad- 
hesive plaster,  compress  and  bandage. 

15th. — More  comfortable  as  to  pain  ;  wound  remains  closed.  Abscess 
nearly  as  large  as  before  the  opening — points  more  under  Pou part's  liga- 
ment. Very  weak ;  has  been  taking  a  little  wine  and  water,  but  thinks 
it  does  not  agree  with  him. 

17th. — Think  it  advisable  to  open  abscess  in  the  groin,  which  was 
done  with  an  abscess  lancet,  a  very  sniall  aperture  being  made,  and  36 
oz.  of  purulent  matter  discharged.  Wound  closed  as  before.  Allowed 
wine  and  water. 

18th. — 8,  A.  M.,  abscess  has  discharged  several  ounces;  dressed  it  as 
before,  with  the  endeavor  to  heal  it  if  possible.  6,  P.  M.,  sent  for,  dress- 
ings displaced,  and  4  or  5  oz.  of  matter  discharged.  I  now  dressed  the 
wound  with  raw  cotton,  compress  and  bandage. 

19th. — Dressings  remain  secure  ;  pulse  100.  Can  take  more  support ; 
is  allowed  as  much  light  food  as  he  desires. 

22d. — Patient  continues  to  improve.  Have  removed  the  dressing 
every  morning,  and  allowed  what  matter  there  was  to  flow  out,  which  has 
varied  from  one  to  three  ounces.     Appetite  good,  takes  food  freely. 

24th. — Opened  wound,  and  about  one  ounce  of  dark,  serous  fluid 
passed  off. 

26th. — Allowed  the  orifice  to  open,  and  less  than  one  ounce  of  light- 
colored  fluid  passed  off.     No  purulent  matter  discharged  since  22d. 

Oct.  2d. — Wound  remains  closed,  and  there  is  no  appearance  of  any 
collection  of  matter  of  any  description.  No  pain  or  soreness  in  region  of 
abscess.     Can  walk  about  his  room  without  any  assistance. 

20th. — Has  continued  to  improve. 

B.  V.  D.  called  upon  me  a  few  days  ago,  looking  quite  hale  and 
strong.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  perfectly  well  since  October  last ; 
that  the  fistulous  openings  upon  the  back  healed  immediately  after  his  re- 
covery at  that  time,  and  that  there  had  been  no  trouble  of  any  kind 
since. 


80  Uterine  Polypus. 

Considering  the  unfrequency  of  this  disease,  and  its  favorable  termina- 
tion, I  have  been  induced  to  refer  to  my  note-book,  and  make  the  above 
transcript,  which  is  at  your  disposal  to  make  such  disposition  of  as  yoi^ 
may  see  fit.  Jacob  Hayes. 

Neia  Market,  N.  H.,  Aug.  15,  1843. 


UTERINE  POLYPUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If,  in  your  opinion,  a  brief  history  of  the  following  case,  with  the 
treatment  adopted,  will  be  either  interesting  or  useful  to  any  of  the  read- 
ers of  your  valuable  Journal,  you  are  at  liberty  to  insert  it. 

Wethersfiehl,  Ct.,  Aug.  15,  1843.  Archibald  Welch. 

Miss  R.  L.,  aged  about  41,  was  attacked  in  1840,  with  profuse  ute- 
rine hemorrhage.  She  resided  at  that  time  in  western  New  York,  and 
there  consulted  a  physician,  who  attended  her  during  her  residence  in  that 
State.  Of  his  views  of  the  pathology,  and  his  treatment  of  the  case,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information.  During  a  part  of  that  pe- 
riod she  was  greatly  reduced  by  the  hemorrhage,  so  as  to  produce  fainting 
when  raised  from  a  recumbent  position.  Jn  1841  she  returned  to  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  Conn.,  where  she  resided  several  months,  without 
any  mitigation  of  her  symptoms.  Early  in  1843  she  removed  to  Rocky 
Hill,  an  adjoining  town  in  this  county,  and  I  was  requested,  on  the  25lh  of 
March,  to  visit  her  in  consultation  with  Dr.  A.  VV.  Barrows,  who  was 
then  her  attending  physician. 

I  found  Miss  L.  with  great  prostration  of  strength,  exanguious  in 
her  appearance,  with  a  sensation  of  "  bearing  down,"  and  some  degree 
of  "weight  falling  from  one  side  to  the  other,"  when  she  changed  her  po- 
sition. During  the  whole  period  she  had  not  been  free  from  hemorrhage 
at  any  time  more  than  two  weeks,  except  in  one  instance,  and  then  but 
three  weeks.  I  suspected  the  existence  of  polypus  uteri,  and  on  making 
an  examination,  found  the  os  uteri  dilated  about  one  inch,  and  through  it 
protruded  the  base  of  a  tumor  about  half  an  inch.  The  uterus  being 
high  in  the  pelvis,  and  the  tumor  protruded  so  little,  the  application  of  a 
ligature  was  utterly  impracticable;  and  the  patient  was  not  in  a  condition 
which  promised  the  continuance  of  a  sufficient  degree  of  strength  to  en- 
able us,  at  a  future  time,  to  relieve  her  by  the  application  of  a  ligature. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  suggested  the  use  of  the  secale  cornutum. 
On  the  26th  of  INlarch  Dr.  B.  commenced  the  use  of  the  ergot,  in  doses 
of  three  grains  once  in  six  hours.  On  the  ^Qth  she  had  severe  periodical 
pains  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  which  were  produced  by  the  ergot.  On 
the  30th  the  pains  increased  in  severity,  and  produced  the  expulsion  of  a 
large  polypus,  the  size  of  which  could  not  be  definitely  ascertained,  as 
circumstances  prevented  Dr.  B.  from  seeing  it  sufficiently  early  for  that 
purpose.     The  hemorrhage  ceased  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  and 
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with  the  exception  of  one  slight  return,  four  or  five  days  after  the  expul- 
sion of  the  tumor,  she  has  been  entirely  free  from  hemorrhage,  and  enjoys 
a  greatly  improved  state  of  health  and  strength. 


THE   MULATTO  A   HYBRID. 

ICommunicateii  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJoiirnal.l 

Ik  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  August  16,  is  an  article  by  Dr. 
IVott,  of  Mobile,  attempting  to  prove  the  Mulatto  a  hybrid.  The  negro, 
he  thinks,  an  animal  of  an  inferior  order  to  man,  at  least  to  the  white 
man.  The  whites  and  the  blacks  he  thinks  distinct  species.  Whether 
they  were  different  creations,  or  are  merely  varieties,  he  knows  not. 

A  theory  which  contradicts  all  history,  and  science,  and  the  Bible, 
demands,  perhaps,  no  attention.  Still,  were  no  notice  taken  of  it,  after 
its  appearance  in  a  highly  respectable  Medical  Journal,  some  might  sup- 
pose physicians  were  really  the  sceptics  they  were  once  called.  Dr. 
Nott  will  find,  if  he  looks  into  the  first  and  best  of  books,  that  Adam  was 
the  common  father  of  all  mankind  ;  and  that  there  has  been  but  one  crea- 
tion. In  that  same  book,  St.  Paul,  one  of  the  most  learned  men  who 
ever  lived,  will  tell  him  that  God  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations  of 
man.  Moses,  who  talked  face  to  face  with  the  Maker  of  all  things,  and 
the  inspired  Apostle  Paul,  give  parity  of  birth  to  all  mankind. 

Dr.  Nott  seems  to  think  it  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  Negro  is  below 
the  white  in  intellect.  He  may  find,  if  be  will  read  Herodotus,  that  the 
sciences  and  the  arts,  in  fact,  had  their  birth  in  Africa  among  the  Negroes. 
Greece  drew  her  knowledge  from  Egypt.  The  builders  of  the  pyramids, 
Herodotus  says,  were  blacks  with  woolly  heads.  And  Herodotus  had 
been  to  Egypt  and  seen  them  with  his  own  eyes.  And  in  later  times, 
when  our  ancestors  roamed  naked  through  the  forests  of  Britain,  and  their 
pi'iests,  the  Druids,  offered  human  sacrifices  to  their  idols,  the  inhabitants 
of  Nigritia  were  a  polished  and  learned  race.  Cyprian  and  Augustine 
among  the  fathers  of  the  Church,  Hannibal  the  warrior,  ^sop  the  fabu- 
list, and  Euclid  the  geometrician,  were  Africans  and  probably  black  men. 

A  physician  should  be  too  much  of  a  philosopher  to  take  a  detached 
part  of  the  human  family  who  are  debarred  all  means  of  intellectual  im- 
provement, and  conclude,  from  their  inferiority  in  knowledge,  that  they  are 
a  different  species  from  other  men. 

Why  is  the  Negro  black  ?  It  is  because  an  African  sun  has  flamed  on 
his  ancestors.  The  intense  heat  of  the  climate  has  crisped  his  hair.  It 
would  crisp  the  silky  hair  of  even  the  fair  Caucasian.  The  white  rabbit 
of  Canada  turns  black  if  carried  to  Alabama.  And  if  color  marks  the 
intellect,  we  must  all  bow  to  the  stupid  Laplander,  for  he  is  the  whitest 
on  the  globe. 

The  objections  of  Dr.  Nott  to  intermarriages  between  whites  and  blacks 
we  will  all  agree  to.  But  that  the  offspring  of  such  marriages  is  a  hybrid, 
is  a  theory  which  will  not  be  established  in  an  enlightened  age. 

Amherst,  Mass.,  Aug.  17,  1843.  G.  Dorrance,  M.D. 
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White  Sulphur  Springs  of  Virginia. — Having  spoken  in  a  very  gene- 
ral manner  of  the  Hot  Springs,  and  the  Blue  Licks  of  Kentucky,  we  now 
intend  devoting  a  page  to  the  White  Sulphur — perhaps  more  celebrated, 
as  a  watering  place,  than  any  other  in  North  America — but  why  or  where- 
fore, has  not  perhaps  yet  been  satisfactorily  explained.  Of  its  geographi- 
cal position,  a  map  of  Virginia  is  a  better  guide  than  any  written  account. 
It  is  a  free  spring,  bubbling  up  through  limestone  rocks,  tastefully  pro- 
tected by  a  prostyle  temple,  sufficiently  large  for  shielding  visiters  from 
sun  or  rain,  while  at  the  fountain.  The  water  has  a  disagreeable  taste 
and  smell,  hardly  to  be  endured  by  a  new  comer.  However,  sick  or  well, 
visiters  succeed  in  overcoming  the  stubbornness  of  two  senses,  which,  like 
sentinels,  faithfully  guard  the  stomach  against  its  introduction  as  long  as 
they  can.  By  a  succession  of  efforts,  even  delicate  females  actually  en- 
gorge themselves  with  it — and  finally,  by  long  practice,  some  persons  be- 
come exceedingly  fond  of  it.  Horses,  dogs,  &:c.,  in  process  of  time,  over- 
come an  instinctive  repugnance  to  all  mineral  waters,  and  ultimately  give 
them  a  preference.  We  recollect  seeing  an  old  horse  at  the  pump  at  the 
Blue  Lick,  supping  a  few  stray  drops  as  they  escaped,  for  two  hours  in 
succession,  as  if  unwilling  to  leave  the  precious  fluid. 

A  large  number  of  small  dwellings  occupy  the  ground  about  the  Spring, 
for  a  considerable  distance,  in  which  visiters  are  lodged.  Many  neat,  ex- 
pensive cottages,  belonging  to  individuals  in  the  southern  States,  have  also 
been  erected,  which  are  occupied  by  the  families  of  the  proprietors  during 
the  warm  season.  As  a  general  rule,  meals  are  taken  at  the  hotel — at  a 
considerable  distance  from  some  of  the  huts.  So  far  as  the  accommoda- 
tion of  strangers  is  concerned,  it  is  obvious  that  there  is  less  physical 
comfort  at  the  White  Sulphur  than  at  any  other  spring  in  Virginia.  At 
the  Blue,  the  Red,  and  the  Sweet,  there  are  elegance,  taste  and  conve- 
nience. Still,  there  is  an  indefinable  something  at  the  White  Sulphur, 
that  swallows  up  the  principal  patronage  of  the  great  fashionable  public, 
far  and  near. 

One  fact  soon  becomes  obvious  to  a  spectator  of  the  gay  scene,  viz.,  that 
a  {e\v  only  of  the  successive  crowds  of  strangers  who  are  daily  arriving, 
give  themselves  much  concern  about  White  Sulphur  water.  To  see  each 
other,  exchange  civilities,  and  participate  in  the  festivities  of  the  place, 
are  the  prominent  objects  of  the  moving  multitude.  With  regard  to  the 
medicinal  properties  of  the  water,  the  point  has  long  since  been  settled 
by  competent  authority  ;  it  possesses  extraordinary  qualities,  and  hence  in- 
valids from  great  distances,  traverse  the  wild,  mountainous  regions  of  Vir- 
ginia in  pursuit  of  the  last  balm  in  Gilead — for  they  seldom  ascend  the 
Alleganies  till  all  other  supposed  remedies  have  failed  of  giving  relief. 
A  physician,  however,  who  simply  looks  on  in  the  character  of  a  specta- 
tor, discovers  that  new  energy  is  given  to  the  system  by  climbing  the  rug- 
ged, fearfully   rugged   summits  of  the  mountains,  and  perceives  that  a 
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change  of  climate,  an  altered  diet,  and  the  excitements  of  new,  beautiful 
and  variegated  scenery,  effect  many  substantial  cures,  which  are  placed, 
through  misapprehension,  to  the  credit  of  the  Spring. 

This  water  is  extensively  transported  over  the  country,  both  in  barrels 
and  bottles,  to  be  retailed  at  an  enormous  profit.  Extra  signs  may  be 
seen  on  grocery  as  well  as  apothecary  shops  throughout  the  south  and 
western  States,  notifying  the  public  that  "  White  Sulphur  Water  is  to 
be  sold  here."  But  such  remarkable  effects  are  not  produced  by  it  in 
that  quiet  way,  as  when  taken  fresh  from  the  ground.  Hence  a  moiety  of 
its  reputation,  it  may  be  inferred,  is  due  to  the  jaunt  in  climbing  the  ever- 
lasting hills  by  which  it  is  surrounded.  John  J.  Moorman,  M.D.,  a  sci- 
entific physician,  and  a  resident  at  these  Springs,  has  devoted  a  series 
of  years  to  the  investigation  of  the  class  of  diseases  for  which  this  water 
is  the  most  appropriate.  No  one  has  labored  with  more  devotion,  or  ac- 
complished so  much  that  is  desirable  to  know  in  relation  to  its  chemical 
combinations  or  influences  upon  the  human  economy.  He  is  a  safe 
guide — whose  long  experience  and  unceasing  vigilance  in  one  single  train 
of  observations,  should  command  the  confidence  of  strangers,  as  it  does 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  his  professional  brethren.  Dr.  Moorman 
has  a  work  in  manuscript,  which  has  been  lying  by  him,  though  gradually 
increasing  both  in  dimensions  and  importance,  on  the  Mineral  Springs  of 
Virginia,  which  may  be  expected  as  soon  as  he  has  completed  his  analy- 
ses of  other  waters,  of  growing  celebrity,  in  the  same  State.  His  pub- 
lications, thus  far,  have  been  pamphlets,  containing  succinct  accounts  of 
the  maladies  for  which  the  water  may  be  advantageously  taken — chiefly 
useful  to  those  consulting  him.  He  says  that  the  White  Sulphur  water's 
medicinal  effects  are  "  most  obvioushj  displayed  in  its  action  upon  the 
skin,  bowels,  liver  and  kidneys.''''  "  The  liver  is,  in  most  instances,"  con- 
tinues Dr.  M.,  "  brought  under  its  influence,  from  a  few  days'  persever- 
ance in  the  use  of  it,  as  will  be  abundantly  manifest  from  the  character 
of  its  secretions.  Its  action  upon  the  kidneys  is  generally  readily  in- 
duced, and  we  not  unfrequently  see  it  exerting,  at  the  same  time,  both  a 
diuretic  and  cathartic  effect.  Occasionally,  the  exhalant  vessels  of  the 
skin  are  earlv  stimulated  to  increased  perspiration  ;  but  its  full  effects 
upon  the  surface,  manifested  not  only  by  increased,  but  sulphureous,  per- 
spiration, do  not  often  ensue  until  it  has  been  freely  used  for  some 
weeks — nor  until  the  secretory  system,  generally,  has  been  brought  under 
its  influence." 

In  this  extract  we  have  a  brief  history  of  its  medicinal  range  of  ac- 
tion, subject  to  such  modifications  as  may  be  expected  by  the  circumstan- 
ces under  which  it  is  taken — in  small  or  large  draughts,  under  a  regu- 
lated diet,  morning,  noon  or  night.  We  are  persuaded  that  serious,  if 
not  permanent  injury  is  also  produced  by  this  same  matchless  mineral 
water — not  through  any  defect  in  the  water  itself,  but  by  the  ignorance 
and  persevering  obstinacy  of  those  who  resort  to  the  Spring,  and  persist 
in  its  use  without  advice.  A  case  is  at  this  moment  in  mind,  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  a  northern  city,  who  is  suffering  from  some  peculiar  de- 
rangement of  the  functions  of  the  liver,  for  which  every  body  advised 
him  to  go  to  Virginia.  Notwithstanding  his  want  of  exact  knowledge  of 
the  true  condition  of  the  organ,  he  was  punctually  at  the  Spring  at  such 
hours  us  he  conceived  were  the  proper  ones — where  he  drank  just  as 
many  tumblers  full  as  he  believed,  from  a  knowledge  of  his  feelings  and 
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sensations,  were  proper  !  He  would  then  eat,  indiscriminately,  of  whatT 
ever  was  placed  upon  the  table.  There  was  a  daily  repetition  of  this  in- 
discreet process,  which,  perhaps,  is  continued  to  the  present  moment. 
Some  days  he  thought  himself  better  ;  other  days,  not  so  well — but  still 
kept  up  an  uninterrupted  engorgement  of  the  stomach  with  the  nauseating 
potations.  It  may  be  presumed  that  the  gentleman  will  return  home  as 
he  came — and  live  long  enough  to  declare  that  the  While  Sulphur  water 
could  not  reach  his  complaint,  or  afTord  him  even  a  temporary  relief. 
Now  were  this  same  unfortunate  man  under  the  daily  care  of  a  physi- 
cian of  Dr.  Moorman's  eminent  qualifications,  whose  advice  is  regulated 
by  every  phase  of  the  pulse,  the  excretions,  the  condition  of  the  bowels, 
aided  occasionally  by  other  means  than  the  water,  his  restoration  might 
have  been  effected  in  half  the  time  that  he  has  been  abusing  the  last  run- 
ning sreer  of  his  deranged  organic  machinery. 

If  it  is  ever  proper  to  regulate  the  regimen  of  an  invalid,  it  is  no  less 
necessary  to  have  a  care  in  regard  to  his  medicine.  While  he  is  willing 
to  abide  by  the  decision  of  cooks  and  table  waiters  in  respect  to  the  die- 
tetic qualities  of  the  first — the  sick  man  not  unfrequently  becomes  per- 
fectly monomaniacal  in  respect  to  the  latter,  which  he  takes  or  omits  as 
he  thinks  best — manifesting,  on  these  points,  more  sensitiveness  than  on 
any  other  occasions — since  he  knows  better  what  is  proper  for  himself, 
than  all  the  doctors  in  Christendom.  At  mineral  springs  such  men  carry 
their  obstinacy  to  the  highest  bearable  point — and  die,  martyrs  to  their 
ignorance.  Because  we  have  been  spectators  of  this  perversity  and  waste 
of  life — at  least,  loss  of  time  in  effecting  radical  cures — it  is  a  matter  of 
conscience  to  urge  practitioners  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  such  pa- 
tients as  they  may  send  to  any  of  the  numerous  mineral  springs  in  this 
country,  never  to  commence  the  use  of  them  till  they  have  first  consulted 
a  physician  residing  near  the  premises. 


Precocious  P^iberty. — From  the  Louisville,  Ky.  Daily  Advertiser,  the 
subjoined  extract  is  taken. 

"Died,  yesterday  morning,  at  the  Exchange  Hotel,  in  this  city,  a  negro 
boy,  the  property  of  Mr.  Andrew  H.  Jordan,  of  Columbus,  Mississippi. 
"We  visited  him  after  he  was  shrouded,  in  company  with  his  master,  from 
whom  we  received  the  following  remarkable  details  concerning  him.  He 
was  four  years  old  in  April  last,  and  four  feet  one  inch  in  height;  was 
born  in  Mississippi  of  parents  in  no  respect  remarkable  for  any  deviation 
from  the  ordinary  size  and  temperament  of  their  respective  sexes — nothing 
unusual  in  person  or  mind  distinguished  him,  until  he  completed  his  first 
year  ;  when  he  began  developing  in  a  manner  that  excited  the  astonish- 
ment of  all  who  saw  him.  His  hair  grew  with  surprising  rapidity  over 
his  entire  body  and  face,  giving  him  whiskers  and  beard  as  luxuriant  as 
an  adult.  His  body  assumed  the  muscular  developments  of  athletic  man- 
hood, his  strength  enabling  him,  at  four  years  of  age,  to  lift  200  pounds 
dead  weight,  with  ease.  His  mind  was  clear  and  strikingly  vigorous,  and 
his  character  distinguished  for  integrity  and  generosity.  We  examined 
his  corpse  and  were  astonished  at  the  symmetry  and  enormous  strength 
of  his  proportions.  A  Grenadier  might  have  envied  the  fulness  of  his 
whiskers  on  cheek  and  chin,  and  a  Demagogue  consented  to  be  honest 
with  the  ingenuous  expression  of  his  countenance.     His  hands  and  feet 
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were  more  taper  and  symmetrical  than  any  of  his  race  we  ever  saw.  He 
fell  a  victim  to  pleurisy,  and  the  eminent  medical  aid  called  in  to  his  re- 
lief, were  fully  persuaded  of  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Jordan's  statement  of  his 
age." 

On  the  8th  of  August  we  saw  this  boy  at  the  hotel  in  Louisville,  in 
company  with  Drs.  Gross,  Cobb,  Caldwell  and  Miller,  the  faculty  of  the 
Medical  Institute  of  that  city.  He  was  lying  on  a  mattress  upon  the 
floor,  evidently  in  very  considerable  distress,  pointing  to  his  right  side,  as 
the  seat  of  acute  pain.  A  physician  had  been  called  in,  who  prescribed, 
it  was  understood,  a  Dover's  powder,  or  something  else  equally  inefficient, 
it  appeared  to  us,  without  mitigating  the  severity  of  the  symptoms.  While 
we  were  present  the  boy  was  evidently  growing  worse,  but  it  was  said 
that  the  physician  could  not  be  found — being  probably  detained  by  other 
patients.  It  was  predicted  that  the  little  fellow  would  certainly  die  unless 
some  more  vigorous  treatment  followed  immediately.  The  gentlemen 
urged  Dr.  Miller  to  bleed  him  at  once,  and  save  the  time  that  would  be 
irrecoverably  lost  in  waiting  indefinitely  by  way  of  courtesy,  till  the  regu- 
lar attendant  appeared.  We  have  no  doubt  that  death  relieved  him  that 
night  or  the  following  day.  Could  he  not  have  been  saved  by  a  little 
more  activity  at  first?  Was  the  treatment  the  real  Kentucky  method  of 
subdumg  active  inflammation  of  the  vital  apparatus  ?  We  can  certify  to 
the  accuracy  of  the  description  above — but  the  editor  did  not  relate  one 
half  that  might  have  been  said.  The  boy  had  the  head  of  an  adult  man— 
the  expression  and  voice  of  one,  and  some  of  his  propensities,  with  the 
mind  of  a  little  child.  His  unfortunate  death  is  to  be  deeply  deplored  by 
all  physiologists,  since  it  is  altogether  probable  nature  would  have  exhi- 
bited in  his  person  some  extraordinary  phenomena. 


Harvard  University— Massachusetts  Medical  College.— Fox  the  aca- 
demic year  ending  August  23d,  1843,  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine 
was  conferred  on  the  following  candidates  : — 

Henry  Arey,  Aneiirism. 

Edward  Brooks,  Jr.,  Pleiivisy. 

Henry  Bryant,  A.  M.  (Harvard),  Hydrocele. 

Samuel  Wiswell  Butler,  Hernia. 

Willard  Wild  Codman,  Dental  Surgery. 

Henry  Cowles,  Cardiac  Disease. 

Charles  Cutter,  Signs  of  Pregaancy. 

George  Derby,  Erysipelas. 

Charles  Monroe  Dickenson,  Dislocations. 

Ezra  Wood  Fletcher,  Jr.,  A.M.,  Spasmodic  Asthma. 

Edward  Hall,  Catarrhus  ^stivus. 

John  Frazier  Head,  A.M.  (Yale),  Iodine. 

George  Hayward,  Jr.,  A.M.  (Harvard),  Hip-joint  Disease. 

Kimball  Hill,  Disease  and  its  Treatment. 

Frederick  Howard,  A.B.  (Harvard),  Erysipelas. 

Alexander  Jackson,  A.M.  (Amherst),  Cataract. 

Othello  Otis  Johnson,  Disease  and  its  Treatment. 

Joseph  Stephen  Jones,  Irritation. 

Samuel  Kneeland,  A.M.  (Harvard),  Co7iJ2inctivitis. 

Edward  Philip  LeProhn,  A.B.  (Montreal),  Phlegmatia-vaginalis. 
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Cyrus  Sweetzer  Mann,  Bronchitis. 

Francis  Miller  McLellan,  A.M.  (Brown),  Erysipelas. 

George  Mason  Morse,  Hernia. 

Horatio  Gilead  Morse,  A.B.  (Brown),  Lateral  Curvature  of 

the  Spine. 
Fitz-Edward  Oliver,  A.M.  (Dartmouth),  Jof^me. 
Daniel  Thurston  Plumer,  A.B.  (Dartmouth),  Nervous  System. 
Stephen  Bailey  Sewall,  Chorea. 
John  Spence,  Jr.,  A.M.  (Brown),  Scorbutus. 
Thomas  Welsh,  A.B.   (Harvard),  Varix. 
Jasper  Hazen  Yovlc,  Scrofula. 
Boston,  Aug.  2ith,  1843.  Walter  Channing, 

Dea7i  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 


Law  vs.  Homoeopathy. — From  the  Cayuga  Patriot  is  gleaned  the  fol- 
lowing intelligence,  which  is  the  veriest  piece  of  would-be  despotism  that 
has  been  exhibited  for  a  long  while.  The  interference  of  a  Medical  So- 
ciety, in  the  little  business  of  silencing  a  single  obscure  dealer  in  pellicles 
will  do  much  towards  giving  eclat  to  the  system,  ridiculous  as  it  is.  Many 
who  dared  not  venture  beyond  the  purlieus  of  New  York,  will,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  decision,  take  courage,  and  there  is  actually  danger  of  be- 
ing flooded  by  all  sorts  of  unprincipled  vagabonds,  whose  hope  of  success 
will  be  based  on  the  toleration  of  the  empire  State  to  quacks  in  physic,  as 
well  as  quacks  in  law.  Here  follows  the  narrative  :  "  The  Cayuga  County 
Medical  Society  recently  prosecuted  a  Mr.  Peterson,  of  Union  Springs,  for 
practising  on  the  homoeopathic  system,  against  the  statute.  The  case 
came  on  for  trial  before  Justice  Munger,  on  Monday  last,  and  after  the  ex- 
amination of  several  witnesses,  and  hearing  of  counsel,  for  both  parties,  was 
submitted  to  a  jury,  who  brought  in  a  verdict  against  Mr.  Peterson  of3-4 
of  a  cent.  The  Jury  also  gave  the  amount  of  their  fee,  one  shilling  each, 
to  the  Homoeopathy  Society." 


Corrimemoration  of  the  Death  of  Hahnemann. — On  the  9th  inst.,  at  Phila- 
delphia, a  meeting  of  homoeopathic  practitioners  and  friends  of  the  inventor 
of  homosopathy,  was  held,  at  which  it  was  resolved  that  an  address,  com- 
memorative of  his  character  and  services,  should  be  delivered,  and  Dr. 
John  F.  Gray  was  elected  orator.  An  invitation  was  directed  to  be  sent 
to  the  New  York  Homoaopathic  Society,  asking  their  co-operation  in  a 
solemn  festival  in  honor  of  his  memory.  A  letter  of  condolence  to  his 
widow  was  directed  to  be  transmitted  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Drs.  Wilson,  Channing,  Bolles,  Joslin,  Kirby,  Dunnel  and  Quin,  were 
elected  a  committee  of  arrangements  to  carry  the  wishes  of  the  Society 
into  effect. 


A  Medical  Board  of  Health. — At  Charleston,  S.  C,  the  faculty  seems 
to  be  appreciated,  as  whatever  appropriately  falls  within  their  province  is 
willingly  allotted  to  them.  The  medical  committee  of  the  board  of  health 
embraces  the  following  names  : — Dr.  A.  G.  Howard,  City  Register,  Chair- 
man;  Dr.  G.  Logan,  Dr.  L.  Lee,  Dr.  H.  Winthrop,  Dr.  H.  W.  Desaussure, 
Dr.  C.  C.  Pritchard  and  Dr.  P.  Porcher. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Edward  Gilchrist,  U.  S.  N.,  is  ordered  for 
duty  on  board  the  Savannah,  ordered  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Dr.  C.  F.  B. 
Guillou,  U.  S.  N.,  is  also  to  join  the  same  vessel. — A  neAV  mineral  spring 
has  been  discovered  at  Tuskegee,  in  Alabama.  These  springs  are  already 
very  numerous. — At  the  late  annual  commencement  of  Yale  College,  Ct., 
17  gentlemen  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  and  5  received 
honorary  degrees. — The  cholera  has  appeared  at  Madras — making  havoc 
amongst  the  soldiers  of  that  station.— Dr.  W.  Johnson,  U.  S.  N.,  is  Fleet 
Surgeon  on  board  the  frigate  United  States,  at  Lima.  The  assistant  sur- 
geons are  Drs.  R.  F.  Maxwell,  M.  B.  Beck,  and  W.Nelson.  Dr.  N. 
Pinckney  is  surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Schooner  Shark,  on  the  same  station. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Dr.  O.  T.  Baxter  is  attached  to  the  Fairfield  Sloop  of 
War,  now  up  the  Mediterranean.  Dr.  Marcus  Duval,  U.  S.  N.,  is  ordered 
to  the  Phcenix. — Dr.  Geo.  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  has  been  removed  from  the  Ma- 
rine Hospital,  Chelsea,  Mass.,  to  give  place  to  a  Dr.  Loring,  of  Andover. 
- — Dr.  J.  G.  Rosenstein,  who  some  months  since  lectured  on  homoeopathy 
in  Boston,  advertises  that  he  has  established  himself  at  Montreal. — In 
consequence  of  the  complete  disappearance  of  yellow  fever  from  Vera 
Cruz,  the  inhabitants  have  celebrated  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving. — The 
public  health  is  excellent  in  Savannah,  notwithstanding  the  great  quantity 
of  rain. — Mrs.  Elizabeth  House  died  at  Wheeling,  at  the  great  age  of 
110,  wanting  a  few  months.  She  had  had  almost  uninterrupted  good 
health,  and  could  read  the  finest  print  up  to  the  time  of  her  death. — A  ne- 
gro child,  13  years  old,  is  exhibiting  at  New  York,  on  account  of  weigh- 
ing 405  lbs. — Great  mortality  has  existed  at  Tobasco,  among  the  shipping. 
— Dr.  Peter  Christie  is  ordered  to  the  Navy  Yard  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Dr.  Samuel  Jackson,  order  to  the  Portsmouth  Yard  revoked,  and  leave 
three  months.  Dr.  J.  D.  Miller,  detached  from  the  Philadelphia  Yard 
and  to  the  Perry.  Dr.  C.  F.  B.  Guillou,  order  to  the  Lawrence  re- 
voked, and  to  the  Philadelphia  Yard. 


To  Correspondents.— For  si.\  weeks  the  editor  has  been  travelling,  which 
will  be  a  sufficient  apolo^ry  for  any  apparent  neglect  in  regard  toavariefy  of  fa- 
vors which  have  accumulated  in  his  absence.  Immediate  attention  will  be  given 
to  books,  pamphlets,  circulars,  &,c.,  and  such  letters  answered  as  require  particular 
notice  in  that  way.— Dr.  Gallup's  communication  is  marked  for  insertion  ;  also,  two 
articles  on  emasculation  for  seminal  weakness,  and  one  from  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  on 
strabismus  divergens.  We  tender  our  thanks  to  Dr.  Dunbar,  of  Baltimore,  for 
his  favor. 


Married,— In  New  York,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Churchill  to  Miss  Louisa  Sigison. 
—At  Fontville,  Gilbert  W.  Hazeltine,  M.D.,  to  Miss  E.  C.  Boss. 

Died,— At  Middlesex,  of  consumption.  Dr.  Rial  Blanchard,  30.— At  Waterford, 
N.  Y.,  Dr.  Timothy  Upham,  :3G.—At  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  of  yellow 
fever,  M.  J.  Jamet,  a  medical  student— At  New  York,  by  suicide,  Dr.  P.  Johnson, 
26.— At  Pekin,  111.,  Dr.  Samuel  Pilsberry,  44,  formerly  of  Boston- 


Number  ofdeaths  in  Boston,  for  the  wi-ek  ending  Aug.  26,  46.— Males,  24— Females,  22.    Stillborn,  4. 

Of  consumption,  3— inflammation  of  the  lun^s,  1— bowel  complaint,  4— .scarlet  fever,  1— cholera 
infantum,  6— hooping  cough,  3— marasmus,  3— infantile,  4— drowned,  2— teething,  2— inflamm.ition  in 
the  head,  1— lung  fever,  1— intemperance,  1— fits,  4— measles,  2— inaniiion,  1— dropsy  io  the  head, 
1— dysentery,  1— croup,  1— cholera  morbus,  2— diarrhoea,  1— typhus  lever,  J. 

Under  5  years,  .33— between  5  and  20  years,  2— between  20  and  60  years,  9— over  60  years,  2. 
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Pathology  of  Phlegmasia  Dolcns.  Differences  of  Opinion. — A  de- 
bate on  this  subject  recently  took  place  in  the  French  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine, in  the  course  of  which  MM.  Breschet,  Blandin  and  Velpeau  announc- 
ed their  opinion  that  the  disease  was  not  invariably  dependent  on  inflam- 
mation of  the  veins,  but,  in  a  greater  number  of  cases,  on  that  of  the  lym- 
phatics. M.  Velpeau  said,  "  According  to  my  observation,  phlebitis  is 
far  from  being  the  common  cause  of  phlegmasia  dolens  ;  most  frequently 
the  disease  commences  by  an  inflammation  of  the  deep  lymphatics  of  the  ' 
limb  in  which  the  cedema  takes  place."  Both  M.  Blandin  and  M.  Clo- 
quet  admitted  that  the  disease  was  by  no  means  confined  to  recently  de- 
livered women,  but  often  appeared  in  men  ;  and  the  latter  gentleman,  with 
MM.  Moreau.  Berard  and  Gerardin,  considered  it  to  have  its  seat  essential- 
ly in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  limb  afTected.  M.  Andral  attributed  the  more 
frequent  occurrence  of  the  disease  in  women  solely  to  the  greater  liability  of 
their  sex  to  pelvic  disease.  "  In  certain  cases  of  phlegmasia  (he  said)  I 
have  verified  the  cause  to  be  inflammation  of  the  lymphatics,  but  the  oede- 
ma, when  from  such  a  cause,  has  been  slight.  When  phlebitis  is  present* 
on  the  contrary,  the  oedema  is  considerable  and  the  pain  acute.  In  the 
great  majority  of  cases  the  painful  engorgement  is  due  to  the  obliteration 
of  veins  previously  inflamed."  These  views  have  been  made  public  in 
the  "Experience"  and  the  "Gazette  des  Hopitaux,"  We  believe  that 
as  long  back  as  1817  or  ISIS,  the  late  Dr.  D.  Davis  entertained  the  idea 
that  the  true  pathology  of  phlegmasia  dolens  was  inflammation  and  oblite- 
ration of  the  external  iliac  and  femoral  vein  ;  we  do  not,  however,  find  his 
claim  to  discovery  alluded  to,  or  even  his  name  mentioned,  in  the  reports 
of  the  above  discussion. — London  Lancet. 


Erysipelas. — An  infant,  fourteen  months  old,  was  attacked  with  erysi- 
pelas on  the  face,  which  extended  down  the  neck  to  the  chest,  and  down 
the  arms  to  the  finger-ends,  the  hands  becoming  cedematous.  Calomel, 
antimony  and  purgatives  were  freely  administered  for  more  than  a  week 
without  permanent  benefit;  on  the  contrary,  the  disease  was  extending  it- 
self, and  the  child  had  become  comatose.  Under  these  circumstances  half 
a  grain  of  quinine  was  given  every  two  hours,  and  a  blister  applied  to  the 
thigh.  The  amendment  was  almost  immediate,  and  the  child  two  days 
after  was  convalescent. — Dr.  C.  Searle,  in  London  Lancet. 


Emetics. — The  use  of  these  medicines  in  stimulating  into  action  the  vis 
medicatrix  7iaturcB  has  been  amply  proved  in  two  cases  occurring  lately  at 
the  Hopital  de  la  Pitie,  Paris.  One  was  that  of  a  man  who  had  sustained 
severe  injury  on  the  head,  followed  by  incipient  inflammation,  which  seve- 
ral bleedings  and  the  local  application  of  ice  employed  throughout  two 
days  failed  to  subdue.  A  copious^  emetic  was  administered,  and  in  less 
than  twenty-four  hours  the  symptoms  had  dissipated.  The  other  case 
was  that  of  a  woman  recently  operated  upon  for  cancer,  and  afterwards 
the  subject  of  a  bronchitis  so  severe  as  to  threaten  a  fatal  termination. 
Bleeding  was  interdicted  by  the  weak  slate  of  the  patient,  and  a  large 
blister  on  the  chest  proved  useless.  An  active  emetic  of  tartarized  antimo- 
ny, however,  brought  in  its  train  a  speedy  cure. —  Gazette  des  Hopitaux. 
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INTUS-SUSCEPTIO— SUGGESTIONS    GROWING   OUT   OF  THE   CASE   OF 
THE    HON.   H.    S.   LEG  ARE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  July  No.,  of  1843,  1  noiiced  a  short  paragraph  as 
follows:  "  In  one  of  the  papers  it  is  stated  that  the  cause  of  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  H.  S.  Legare — was  intus-susceptio ;  and  in  another  is  the 
following  paragraph,  presumed  to  be  on  good  authority  : — on  post-mortem 
examination,  it  was  ascertained  that  death  was  occasioned  by  an  internal 
strangulation,  arising  from  a  twisting  of  the  intestine  upon  itself  at  the 
sigmoid  flexure.  His  disease,  therefore,  ivas  one  ivhich  precluded  oil 
hope  of  the  successful  application  of  remedies" 

It  is  the  last  paragraph  of  this  notice  which  has  more  particularly 
called  forth  these  remarks  ;  but  since  this,  a  full  report  of  the  case,  by 
Dr.  Bigelow,  has  been  made  in  your  August  No.,  p.  440,  where  he 
says — "  Internal  strangulation,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  is  a  fatal  dis- 
ease, except  in  rare  instances,  in  which  a  spontaneous  restoration  of  the 
parts  may,  under  favorable  circumstances,  have  taken  place."  Now 
under  the  ordinary  and  fashionable  treatment  of  the  present  epoch,  this  is 
readily  granted  ;  and  a  similar  case  and  treatment  is  shown  by  Dr.  Thurston, 
in  the  same  monthly  No.,  p.  500.  In  this  case  the  bowels  remained  "  flac- 
cid "  until  the  third  day  of  the  disease;  now  "  half  a  grain  of  sulpb. 
of  morphia  was  administered  every  half  hour,"  and  by  midnight  the  ab- 
domen "  became  suddenly  extremely  hard,  and  very  much  distended, 
evidently  by  flatus."     In  an  hour  and  a  half  more,  the  patient  died. 

This  is  most  commonly  the  event  of  invaginations  in  any  portion  of 
the  circle  of  the  intestinal  canal,  as  had  many  times  occurred  in  my  own 
practice  formerly,  until  a  fortunate  incident  occurred  some  ten  years  ago, 
since  which  time  my  practice  has  been  so  greatly  limited  I  have  not  met 
other  cases  of  the  kind  so  as  to  confirm  the  proposed  treatment.  I  made 
public  a  communication  on  this  subject  in  July,  1835,  in  the  Medical 
Magazine,  printed  at  Boston  ;  but  as  this  periodical  soon  became  defunct, 
and  as  I  suppose  never  was  much  circulated  or  read,  it  may  never  have 
arrested  the  general  attention  of  the  faculty.  This  paper  was  styled — 
Remarks  on  Intro-susceplion  of  the  Bowels,  and  a  neiv  Method  of 
Treatment  sugirested.  And  now,  after  having  gone  so  far,  I  do  not  know 
5 


90  Intussusception. 

how  to  introduce  my  views  any  better  than,  with  your  approbation,  (o 
transcribe  the  chief  of  this  communication  ;  for  it  seems  not  to  have 
been  noticed,  and  is  probably  forgotten  along  with  the  periodical. 

*'  To  the  Editor,  ^c." — "  In  looking  over  yor.r  Magazine  for  May, 
1833,  my  attention  was  particularly  arrested  by  a  case  of  intro-suscep- 
tion  of  tlie  small  intestines,  in  a  child  six  months  old,  related  by  Dr.  W, 
to  the  Boston  Society  of  Medical  Improvement.  The  common  medical 
treatment  seemed  to  be  unavailing,  as  is  most  usually  the  fact  in  such 
cases  ;  and  as  the  intro-susception  could  be  clearly  detected  in  the  left 
hypochondrium  two  or  three  inches  in  length,  Dr.  Warren  performed 
the  operation  of  gastrotomy,  and  readily  succeeded  in  reducing  the  invagi- 
nation. However,  notwithstanding  this  may  be  adjudged  justifiable,  and 
heroic  practice,  the  child  died — and  on  inspection  of  the  parts  there  was 
'  considerable  peritonitis  with  effusion.' 

"  These  cases  are  more  frequent  than  has  commonly  been  supposed, 
and  as  they  are  usually  attended  with  vomiting  and  some  diarrhoea,  they 
are  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  common  cholera  morbus,  and  in  children  for 
cholera  infantum,  or  some  ordinary  constipation,  with  inflammation. 
They  often  occur  in  malignant  fevers  when  attended  with  vomiting,  in 
this  case  a  portion  becoming  invaginated  in  the  part  above.  It,  also,  ap- 
pears sometimes  in  typhus,  or  typhoid  fever.  Perhaps  physicians  gene- 
rally are  not  much  in  the  habit  of  examining  the  abdomen  carefully  with 
a  view  to  the  detection  of  an  invagination — and  again,  it  is  questionable 
whether  such  displacement  can  always  be  detected,  especially  where 
there  is  fulness  of  the  adipose  tissue. 

"  I  cannot  recollect,  at  this  time,  that  gastrotomy  has  ever  been  prac- 
tised in  this  country  until  the  present  instance.  It  certainly  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  justifiable  practice  when  all  other  conimon  expedients  have 
failed  ;  but  the  very  delay  occasioned  by  the  use  of  these  expedients  may 
too  often  be  the  n)eans  of  rendering  the  operation  abortive  ;  for  it  will 
alwavs  come  too  late  when  peritonitis  and  effusion  have  taken  place. 
These  changes  often  follow  in  quick  succession,  and  but  little  benefit  may 
rationally  be  expected  from  the  operation  after,  say,  three  or  four  days  ; 
and  yet  I  know  one  case  which  I  believe  had  no  rational  treatment,  that 
continued  two  weeks  before  it  destroyed  a  young  woman,  and  being  de- 
sired to  inspect  the  body,  I  found  invagination  of  the  ileum  in  the  right 
side,  of  about  five  inches  in  length,  and  the  parts  were  nearly  free  from 
traits  of  antecedent  inflammation.  There  were  no  adhesions  nor  any  ef- 
fusions, but  merely  a  slight  and  limited  injection  of  vessels." 

"Since  writing  the  above  I  have  discovered  an  interesting  case  in  the 
Medical  Recorder,  Vol.  IX.,  p.  211,  for  1826,  taken  from  Hufeland's 
Journal,  in  which  gastrotomy  was  successfully  practised  on  a  man  set.  28, 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  disease  ;  no  inflammation  or  effusion,  and 
the  intestine  involved  two  feet,  and  a  section  of  two  inches  made  in  the 
intestine  in  order  to  disentangle  it.  However,  these  operations  are  dis- 
tressing and  dangerous,  and  often  prove  unsuccessful.  It  is  a  subject  of 
great  importance  to  form  a  just  diagnosis  of  the  individual  case  in  these 
operations  ;  but  this  is  often  difficult. 
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"  I  have  no  intention  of  dwelling  upon  the  patliological  character  of 
the  affection,  for  the  pi'ecedinu;  remarks  were  introduced  in  oider  to  raise 
a  sugu;estion,  and  excite  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  a  different  method 
of  treatment  in  these  cases,  and  that  is,  the  trial  to  effect  the  reduction  of 
the  invagination  by  the  power  of  suction.'' 

"  jMany  years  ago  I  now  recollect  having  seen  an  intimation  in  some 
periodical*  of  a  practice  in  Russia  of  reducing  hernia  by  applying,  I 
think,  heated  earthern  pots  for  this  purpose.  Although  the  idea  impress- 
ed me  pretty  forcibly  at  the  time,  yet,  by  some  means,  it  was  forced 
from  my  mind,  and  at  various  times  when  1  ought  to  have  had  it  at  com- 
mand, until,  in  February,  J 833,  when  I  was  much  perplexed  with  a  case 
in  a  man  about  35  years  of  age.  This  patient  complained  of  a  torment- 
ing, and,  as  he  expressed  it,  a  twisting  pain  in  the  right  hypogastric  re- 
gion. It  was  pointed  out  by  him  as  being  near  the  internal  abdomi«al 
ring;  however,  upon  a  close  examination,  it  was  judged  to  be  a  litde 
higher  up  than  the  ring.  Nothing  like  a  (umor  could  be  discovered  upon 
the  most  accurate  touch,  he  being  a  pretty  fleshy  subject.  He  had  been 
long  afflicted  with  an  inguitial  hernia  of  the  left  side,  but  this  gave  him 
no  trouble  now,  yet  served  to  increase  the  suspicion  of  a  small  part  of  in- 
testine being  confined  between  the  muscular  plates  of  the  abdomen.  All 
attempts  at  relief  having  failed,  and  they  had  been  very  diligently  applied 
for  forty-eight  hours,  the  vomiting  of  watery  matter  being  almost  inces- 
sant, and  a  beginning  of  the  phenomena  indicating  a  failure  of  the  vital 
forces,  an  adventurous  operation  had  been  almost  concluded  on,  and  yet 
our  opinions  were  undecided  between  hernia  and  invagination.  At  this 
conjuncture  of  extreme  perplexity,  the  idea  of  suction  came  to  my  mind 
as  if  intuitively. 

"  The  abdotnen  was  somewhat  distended,  but  not  extren)ely  ;  yet  so 
as  to  afford  quite  a  large  surface.  A  four-quart  glass  vessel,  tumbler- 
shaped,  was  readily  procured.  The  atmospheric  air  was  rarified  in  the 
vessel  by  burning  a  bibulous  strip  of  paper  dipped  in  diluted  alcohol.  It 
was  suddenly  applied  by  placing  one  margin  an  inch  and  a  half  from  the 
pained  part  above,  and  dropping  the  remainder  so  that  it  included  the  um- 
bilical region.  The  suction  was  powerful,  and  a  large  concavity  of  the 
peritoneal  surface  of  the  parietes  must  have  been  the  effect.  He  bore  the 
process  without  any  essential  inconvenience  after  the  first  shock.  It  was 
suffered  to  remain  about  half  an  hour. 

"The  event  of  this  process  was,  that  the  patient  complained  of  but 
very  little  of  his  former  pain,  but  merely  a  soreness  ;  he  vomited  only 
three  or  four  times  after,  and  in  twelve  hours  had  intestinal  discharges  that 
gave  good  evidence  of  their  perviousness.  His  febrile  symptoms  soon 
vanished,  and  in  three  days  required  no  further  attention. 

"  Now  it  may  be  difficult  to  say  what  the  state  of  the  viscera  were  in 
this  case  ;  but  from  the  whole  of  the  phenomena  I  have  but  little  hesita- 
tion in  believing  it  was  an  invagination  of  the  small  intestines,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  resist  the  evidence   that  it  was  restored  by  the  displacement 

*  Since  tlie  above  was  written  I  have  discovered  a  short  account  of  the  process  in  Vol.  VII.  of  the 
?few  Eugland  Journal  of  Medicine  and  .Surgery,  at  Boston,  tor  1817,  p.  305. 
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effected  by  the  change  in  the  abdominal  organs,  as  a  consequence  of  the 
process. 

"  1  greatly  regret  that  my  attention  has  not  been  more  turned  towards 
this  process,  so  that  1  might  have  liad  it  at  command  on  many  occasions  ; 
and  a  principal  object  of  this  article  is  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession to  it,  hoping  that  if  oihers  have  made  use  of  it  they  may  be  so 
obliging  as  to  make  some  report  of  the  same  ;  and  if  even  this  should 
excite  trials  of  the  process,  that  they  may  hereafter  be  reported," 

If  it  should  be  used  by  any,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  notice,  that  it 
may  be  better  and  safer  in  some  cases  to  exhaust  the  atmospheric  air  by 
means  of  an  air-pump,  as  this  gradual  process  may  not  be  so  likely  to  in- 
jure the  intestines  as  a  sudden  displacement  might,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  the  degree  of  necessary  exhaustion  can  be  better  graduated.  Still 
it  may  not  be  so  useful,  as  will  hereafter  be  suggested. 

There  might  be  two  exhausting  receivers  placed  in  opposite  directions, 
and  each  one  have  the  margin  of  the  glass  at  a  little  distance  from  the 
point  of  injury,  whenever  this  can  be  ascertained.  The  diameter  of  the 
open  end  of  the  glass  ought  to  be  as  large  as  the  surface  of  the  abdomen 
can  admit,  especially  in  Au  subjects,  otherwise  the  peritoneal  surface  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  form  a  concavity  sufficient  to  receive  the  viscera,  and 
displace  the  preternatural  stale  of  the  intestines.  So  glasses  of  very  dif- 
ferent sizes  will  become  necessary  for  use. 

Internal  medicines  are  nearly  useless  in  either  hernia  or  intro-suscepiion, 
and  had  better  be  withheld,  as  they  add  much  irritation.  However,  it 
may  be  suggested  that  previous  to  applying  the  exhausted  glasses,  the 
patient  ought  to  remain  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  in  a  warm  bath,  and  this 
directly  followed  by  bleeding  from  the  arm.  The  operation  always 
ought  to  be  done  before  the  abdomen  has  suffered  much  meteorism,  for  in 
that  event  a  concavity  cannot  be  well  formed,  nor  can  the  viscera  very 
easily  be  moved  on  themselves.  It  can  be  tried  with  perfect  safety  in  all 
varieties  of  hernia  where  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  inflammation 
has  not  produced  adhesions,  and  before  softening  or  gangrene  may  have  too 
greatly  injured  the  textures.  In  some  invaginations  there  may  be  one  or 
two  feet  of  the  tube  involved,  and  such  a  state  might  require  several  ap- 
plications of  the  process  before  it  may  be  entirely  evolved.  Whether  it 
may  be  best  to  apply  two  glasses  at  once,  or  apply  one  on  each  side  al- 
ternately, may,  perhaps,  be  better  determined  by  trials. 

If  we  might  be  indulged  in  any  further  remarks,  I  would  say,  that  in 
every  case  of  incarcerated  hernia,  and  also  intro-susception,  there  exists 
•d  morbidly  tonic,  or  nosodynamlc  state  of  the  system  generally,  most 
commonly  excited  by  cold,  and  the  place  of  local  concentration  of  mor- 
bid energy  is  the  part  affected  from  a  previous  state  of  increased  sensi- 
bility. That  such  a  state  exists  is  proved  by  all  the  phenomena  during 
life,  and  the  muscular  rigidity  after  death.  If  these  views  are  correct,  it 
will  readily  be  seen  how  improper  a  tonic,  or  stimulating,  treatment  must 
be,  unless  the  latter  is  in  very  small  doses  and  especially  directed  to 
sweating.  All  narcotics  aggravate  the  morbid  condition,  and  if  pushed 
to  any  considerable  extent  increase  the  spasmed  state,  the  nervous  energy 
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becomes  paralysed,  and  death  soon  supervenes  after  a  few  Ineffectual 
struggles  of  the  heart.  The  secretions  are  perverted,  and  meteorism 
suddenly  arises.     A  mere  hint  is  all  that  can  be  offered  here. 

It  may  be  further  sut^gested  tliat  the  application  of  the  exhausted  re- 
ceivers by  means  of  burning  spirit,  by  giving  a  sudden  heat  on  the  sur- 
face, inipeling  the  fluids  exteriorly,  and  a  shock  to  the  viscera,  serve  to 
remove  spasm  instantly,  and  by  this  means  occasions  the  invaginations  to 
be  more  easily  moved.  The  process  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient counter-irritants.  Yours  respectfully, 

Woodstock,  Vt.,  Aus^.  2ith,  1843.  J.  A.  Gallup. 


ANIMAL   HEAT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  was  pleased  with  the  communication  headed  as  abo\^e,  in  your 
Journal  of  the  2d,  and  with  your  permission  will  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  same,  through  your  valuable  publication. 

To  discover  the  true  source  of  animal  heat  has  engaged  the  time  and 
talent  of  many  great  men  and  deep  philosophers  ;  but  till  modern  chemis- 
try had  shed  light  upon  this,  as  upon  many  other  heretofore  considered 
arcana  of  nature,  little  was  known  of  this  wise  provision  of  Providence. 
While  writers  were  laboring  to  establish  each  his  own  theory  and  destroy 
all  others,  nothing  was  done  which  could  possibly  lead  to  a  correct  know- 
ledge of  the  subject. 

For  some  years  past  the  theory  of  arterialization  has  been  generally 
received,  and  till  I  saw  the  communication  above  alluded  to,  1  was  not 
aware  that  any  one  at  the  present  time  doubted  its  truth. 

The  principal  objection  urged  against  this  theory  is,  that  as  the  change 
of  blood  takes  place  in  the  lungs,  all  the  heat  must  of  course  be  pro- 
duced by  this  change  and  in  the  lungs,  which,  as  Dr.  Mason  remarked, 
would  make  the  lungs  the  furnace,  and  the  arteries  the  pipes  for  heating 
up  the  animal  sytem. 

But  this  seemingly  great  objection  does  not  exist.  The  carbon,  instead 
of  being  oxydized  in  the  lungs  only,  is  converted  into  carbonic  acid  gas 
in  the  most  minute  bloodvessels  in  all  [)arts  of  the  sytem.  The  venous 
blood  in  the  lungs  parts  with  its  carbonic  acid  gas,  and  at  the  same  time 
absorbs  an  equal  quantity,  or  nearly  so,  of  oxygen  gas,  which  is  convey- 
ed by  the  red  gloljules  of  the  arterial  blood  to  all  parts  of  the  system. 
Nor  do  these  globules  part  with  their  oxygcni  till  they  arrive  at  the  capil- 
laries. Here  it  is  that  the  change  from  arterial  to  venous  blood  takes 
place;  and  this  change  consists  in  the  oxygen  uniting  with  the  carbon 
of  the  metamorphosed  tissues  to  form  carbonic  acid  gas,  and  with  the  hy- 
drogen to  form  water.  The  globules  of  tlie  blood  having  lost  their  oxy- 
gen, absorb  the  carbonic  acid  and  convey  it  to  the  lungs,  where  it  is  given 
off  with  much  vapor  in  exchange  for  oxygen. 

I  have  not  space  to  go  into  a  more  minute  detail,  or  to  bring  arguments 
to  prove  the  truth   of  what  has  been  said  ;  but  permitting  it  to  be  true, 
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it  i^  very  evident  that  no  more  beat  would  be  generated  in  the  lungs  than 
in  oilier  parts  of  tlie  body  ;  and  iliis  is  found  to  be  the  case. 

Dr.  Mason  remarks,  that  as  the  lieat  is  increased  during  exercise  in 
proportion  as  the  respiration  is  accelerated,  it  follows  that  in  violent  ex- 
ercise the  system  must  be  com[)letely  charged  wiih  oxygen  and  freed  from 
carbon.  Now  it  is  -true,  that  the  existing  organs  at  every  movement 
are  undergoing  a  change  from  organized  substance  to  comjiounds,  which 
are  no  longer  fit  to  remain  in  the  body,  and  as  these  compounds  are  unfit 
for  reproducing  those  organs  from  which  they  have  been  separated,  they 
must  pass  out  of  the  system  in  some  form  or  other.  That  tliis  change 
will  be  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  exercise,  cannot  be  doubted  ;  the 
increase  of  urine  during  a  walk  is  evidence  of  this  fact.  This  increased 
change  of  the  substance  of  the  organs  goes  to  meet  the  increased  supply 
of  oxygen  ;  their  carbon  is  converted  into  carbonic  acid  gas,  their  hydro- 
gen into  water,  and  the  nitrogen  is  formed  in  the  urine.  This  being  true, 
it  is  easy  to  account  for  the  increase  of  temperature,  and  the  fatigue  and 
waste  of  body  which  sometimes  arise  from  long  continued  exercise,  with- 
out a  sufficient  supply  of  food.  Animals  deprived  of  food  can  live  much 
longer  without  exercise  than  with  ;  and  those  with  much  fat  than  those  of  the 
same  species  which  have  none,  for  the  reason  that  the  fat,  which  consists 
mostly  of  carbon  and  hydrogen,  is  the  first  part  which  goes  to  support 
respiration,  and  continue  the  heat  of  the  body. 

Dr.  Mason  very  properly  asks,  why  it  is  that  the  chlorotic  maiden,  who 
lives  upon  charcoal,  is  continually  complaining  of  cold.  This  is  very 
easily  accounted  for  when  we  consider  that  her  di<i;estive  organs  have  lost 
the  power  of  converting  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food  into  suitable  com- 
pounds to  enter  the  circulation  and  reproduce  those  organs  which  are  con- 
tinually wasting  through  the  agency  of  oxygen.  Nature  feels  this  de- 
rangement (if  1  may  so  express  myself),  and  suggests  the  propriety  of 
supplying  a  substance  which  contains  much  fuel  and  is  more  easily  pre- 
pared for  the  fire.  But  if  this  substance  in  any  way  helps  this  difficulty, 
the  rise  of  animal  heat  must  be  very  inconsiderable  and  inconstant,  as 
those  who  eat  this  substance  are  found  to  consume  but  very  small  quanti- 
ties, and  this  with  no  regularity. 

It  is  well  known  that  when  bodies  pass  from  a  rarer  to  a  denser  state, 
caloric  is  evolved,  and  the  quantity  of  heat  produced  is  usually  in  pro- 
portion  to  their  change  of  bulk. 

Dr.  Mason  asserts  that  were  it  not  for  the  fact,  that  the  nutritive  matter 
taken  into  the  stomach  consists  partly  of  solids,  the  supply  of  heat  from 
the  process  of  nutrition  would  actually  destroy  tlie  body.  If  this  idea  is 
correct,  we  cannot  tell  why  those  who  live  on  fluids  are  not  consumed,  as 
some  are  said  to  have  been  who  partook  too  freely  of  alcohol.  Now  it 
matters  not  whether  the  food  taken  is  a  solid  or  a  fluid,  their  ultimate  con- 
sistence before  entering  the  circulation  will  be  the  same.  If  heat  is 
evolved  by  the  process  of  nutrition,  it  must  also  be  absorbed  by  solids 
which  become  fluid  in  the  stomach.  Nothing  is  more  evident  than  tfiis 
conclusion,  that  if  waste  and  nntrilion  of  the  body  are  in  equilibrium,  the 
same  quantity  of  caloric  will  be  absorbed  by  the  metamorpliosed  substance 
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of  the  body  and  carried  off  in  the  secretions,  as  will  be  evoled  by  the  re- 
production of  the  tissues  ;  consequently  no  increase  of  heat  above  the 
surrounding  medium  can  be  accounted  for  in  this  way.  But  provided  a 
sufficient  amount  of  heat  is  produced  in  this  process  when  the  nutrition 
is  active,  none  is  carried  off  by  the  process  of  waste,  what  would  be  the 
condition  of  the  starving  animal.  It  is  evident  he  must  freeze  to  death 
in  a  temperature  of  30  deg.  as  soon  as  the  process  of  nutrition  ceases. 
But  this  is  not  the  case.  Animals  deprived  of  food  will  live  a  length  of 
time  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  fat  which  their  bodies  contain  to  the 
surrounding  temperature,  and  to  the  number  of  respirations.  A  serpent, 
with  its  sluggish  respiration,  will  live  without  food  three  months,  and  a 
fat  pig  is  said  to  have  lived  without  food  160  days,  and  to  have  lost  120 
lbs.  in  weight,  while  a  bird  deprived  of  food  dies  in  three  days. 

That  the  temperature  of  the  laboring  man  is  higher  than  that  of  him 
who  leads  an  inactive  life,  may  be  true,  but  it  is  not  owing  directly  to  his 
increased  nutrition,  but  to  an  increased  supply  of  oxygen,  produced  by 
his  accelerated  respiration,  which  implies  a  corresponding  change  in  the 
substance  of  his  body,  and  calls  for  an  increased  supply  of  nutritive  mat- 
ter; hence  the  cause  of  the  greater  consumption  of  food  by  the  active  than 
the  inactive  man. 

Dr.  Mason  says  that  his  position  is  proved  by  the  process  of  inflam- 
mation— that  the  increase  of  heat  is  the  latent  heat  of  the  blood,  which 
becomes  sensible  by  the  deposit  of  lymph.  It  is  not  impossible  that  some 
heat  may  be  produced  by  the  process,  but  we  find  that  the  heat  is  not  al- 
ways in  proportion  to  the  amount  deposited.  Inflammation  may  take 
place  without  much  increase  of  bulk,  and  yet  the  heat  be  as  great  as  in 
any  case  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  rapid  growth  or  deposit  may  take 
place  without  a  perceptible  change  in  the  temperature,  and  even  occurs 
when  the  temperature  is  lower  than  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  We  have 
a  more  philosophical  explanation  of  this  phenomena,  and  I  think  a  satis- 
factory one. 

The  action  of  the  oxygen  taken  into  the  system  through  the  skin  and 
lungs,  always  tends  to  destroy  the  body,  and  disease  takes  place  when 
the  resistance  offered  to  the  vital  force  is  weaker  than  the  acting  cause  of 
disturbance.  Death  occurs  when  all  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  vital 
Torce  ceases,  and  the  chemical  process  of  decay  commences,  in  which 
every  part  of  the  system  which  is  capable  of  this  process  enters  into 
combination  with  oxygen.  When  inflammation  commences  in  a  part, 
there  is  a  decrease  of  force  in  that  part  to  resist  the  action  of  oxygen, 
and  all  those  tissues  most  easily  oxydated,  enter  into  combination  with 
it ;  hence  the  reason  why  the  cellular  tissue,  which  contains  the  fat,  is  the 
first  to  suffer  in  this  process.  Tyro. 

August  lOth,  1843. 
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EMASCULATION  FOR  SEMINAL  WEAKNESS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — A  case  of  castration,  for  seminal  weakness,  was  reported  in  yoar 
Journal  of  August  9,  and  1  would  ask  of  those  older  and  more  expe- 
rienced than  myself  whether  this  is  the  most  approved  method  of  treating 
the  disease.  No  douht  it  is  the  most  effectual,  and  so  would  decapita- 
tion be  for  inflammation  of  the  brain  ;  but  there  is  something  so  abhor- 
rent in  the  idea  of  an  emasculated  man,  that  it  appears  to  me  it  should 
be  the  last  resort  in  all  cases.  Let  us  see  whether  it  was  the  last  or  first 
resort  in  this  case. 

It  seems  the  Dr.  first  saw  Mr. Nov.  5,  and  found   him  with  the 

symptoms  usually  attendant  on  masturbation,  a  vice  to  which  he  had 
been  addicted  for  six  years.  After  describing  the  symptoms.  Dr.  C. 
adds,  that  for  four  years  he  had  been  drugged  with  all  sorts  of  medi- 
cines, for  all  sorts  of  diseases,  by  all  sorts  of  doctors.  No  wonder  he 
found  him  in  a  sad  predicament,  after  having  made  an  opotheca)-)/s  shop 
of  his  stomach  for  four  years.  The  greatest  wonder  is  that  he  was  alive. 
I  should  hardly  have  known  which  to  have  removed,  his  stomach  or  his 
testicles.     One  would  have  been  as  etlectual  as  the  other. 

After  diagnosing  the  case  the  Dr.  prescribed  "  with  yery  little  expec- 
tation of  benefiting  him,"  and  within  twenty-four  days  after  first  seeing 
him,  operated.  Had  the  surgeon  been  a  young  man  desirous  of  fame 
at  all  hazai'ds,  we  might  have  suspected  that  other  motives  than  the  pa- 
tient's welfare  induced  him  to  operate.  But  in  regard  to  Dr.  Crosby  we 
can  suspect  no  such  thing.  His  reputation  is  established,  and  has  been 
for  years.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  surgeon  gains  more  applause  by  maim- 
ing than  curing  ?  Dr.  Abernethy  remarked,  that  "  operations  are  the 
opprobrium  of  the  profession  " — a  sentiment  which  all  surgeons  would 
do  well  to  adopt. 

On  referring  to  Lallemand,  I  find  cases  reported  as  cured  by  caustic, 
which  were  incomparably  more  hopeless  than  Dr.  Crosby's.  But  it 
seems  recourse  was  not  had  to  cauterization  for  the  wani  of  a  proper  in- 
strument (he  could  easily  have  obtained  one),  although  he  quotes  Piiilips 
to  prove  that  this  may  be  successful  in  three  fourths  of  the  cases,  under 
favorable  circumstances.  f 

Now  if  the  application  of  caustic  will  prove  successful  in  three  fourths 
of  the  cases,  or  one  fourth,  or  one  hundredth,  yes,  or  one  thousandth, 
give  the  patient  the  benefit  of  it.  It  will  not  then  be  too  late  to  castrate. 
It  will  never  be  too  late  to  castrate,  till  the  judicious  application  of  the 
most  approved  remedies  has  failed  of  success  ;  and  in  order  to  a  fair 
trial  of  medicines,  the  case  must  be  accurately  diagnosed  before  the  patient 
is  "  drugged  with  all  sorts  of  medicines." 

We  are  told  the  patient  has  every  pros|)ect  of  health  and  a  life  of  use- 
fulness !  But  he  will  be  reminded  occasionally,  that  while  he  has  all  this 
in  perspective,  there  are  some  essentials  ivhicli  he  has  not  got. 

The  fact  that  the  patient  solicited  the  operation  argues  nothing,  because 
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persons  afflicted  in  this  way  would  as  soon  choose  death  as  life ;  hut  a 
man  is  not  justified  in  taking  the  life  of  another  at  his  request. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  the  foregoing  remarks,  in  order  to  gain 
the  opinion  of  medical  men  upon  the  case  reported,  and  shall  be  obliged 
if  you  will  give  this  publicity  through  the  pages  of  your  valuable  Journal. 

Lowell,  Aug.  23,  1843.  J.  Marshall,  M.D. 


THE   NEW  REMEDY   FOR   SEMINAL   WEAKNESS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgieal  Journal. 

Sir, — The  novel  treatment  of  the  case  of  seminal  weakness  reported  in 
your  Journal  of  the  9th  inst.,  with  so  much  self-gratulation,  must  have 
struck  you,  as  well  as  many  of  your  readers,  with  surprise  and  regret — 
surprise,  that  an  operation  so  grave  in  its  consequences  as  often  to  de- 
prive the  patient  of  all  self-respect  as  well  as  the  respect  of  others,  should 
have  been  performed  on  individual  responsibility,  without  a  consultation, 
and  without  even  trying  other  means  that  have  so  generally  proved  suc- 
cessful— regret,  that  the  honor  of  the  profession  should  suffer,  not  merely 
on  account  of  the  mutilation  of  this  young  man,  for  surgery  is  often  com- 
pelled to  do  this  and  more,  but  that  it  was  done  so  hastily,  if  not  unne- 
cessarily, without  trying  other  well-known  remedies.  The  object  in  re- 
porting the  case  is  not  very  evident.  It  could  hardly  be  to  communicate 
the  fact  that  such  a  remedy  would  cure  such  a  disease,  for  that  result 
would  be  as  certain  as  that  the  power  of  vision  would  cease  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  eyes,  or  the  secretion  of  bile  on  the  destruction  of  the  liver. 
The  operator  has  voluntarily  presented  himself  with  his  case  at  the  trj- 
bunal  of  public  opinion,  and  is  entitled  to  a  candid  and  impartial  decision. 
Will  he  consent  that  even-handed  justice  shall  be  awarded  him  by  the 
golden  rule,  that  "  with  ivhat  measure  ye  mete  it  shall  be  measured  to  you 
again^'  ?  From  the  practical  application  of  such  a  principle,  the  doctor 
would  derive  new  ideas  of  the  wide  difference  between  meum  and  tuum, 
and  would  be  more  wary  of  the  use  of  tlie  knife  in  future.  Let  the  ope- 
rator for  a  moment  imagine  himself  in  his  unfortunate  patient's  stead, 
with  the  knowle(lu;e  "  that  for  four  years  he  had  been  drugged  with  all 
sorts  of  medicines,  for  all  sorts  of  diseases,  by  all  sorts  of  doctors  ;  no  one 
knowing  the  true  nature  of  the  malady  or  the  cause  of  it,"  when  fortu- 
nately, the  one  more  deserving  than  all  the  rest  comes  along,  sees  not 
only  the  nature  of  the  disease  but  the  remedy,  and  congratulates  him 
with  immediate  relief,  and,  what  is  better,  radical  cure.  The  remedy  is 
simple,  says  this  new  medical  friend,  as  well  as  effectual  ;  you  have  only 

to  have  both  your cut  out.    "  Horresco — nunqunm,  7iunquatn,^'  (he 

learned  patient  would  exclaim,  "  i  am  horror  struck — never,  never." 
But,  my  dear  sir,  says  the  new  doctor,  be  calm  and  decide  dispassionately. 
Here  lies,  most  certainly,  the  root  of  the  evil,  and  it  should  be  eradicated. 
The  remedy  is  certain,  and  you  will  "become"  eheerful  and  happy,  and 
with  every  prospect  of  a  life  of  usefulness,"  But  'tis  a  dreadful  idea,  re- 
plies the  patient ;  "  your  proposition  has  excited  ideas  the  most  painful  ~- 
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a  train  of  thought  that  I  cannot  communicate.  I  have  a  family — if  I 
were  alone  in  the  world  " — "  But,  doctor,  is  there  nothing  else  will  do  ?" 
"  This  is  a  horrid  expedient.  You  said  you  could  cure — this  is  annihi- 
lation— it  is  death — worse  than  death,  'tis  a  living  death.  Is  there  noth- 
ing else  that  can  first  he  tried  "?  O  yes,  says  the  doctor,  Lallemand,  a 
celebrated  French  physician,  has  directed  his  attention  particularly  to 
this  malady,  and  has  reported  his  practice  as  very  successful,  and  it  is 
now  generally  adopted,  curing  at  least  three  fourths  of  the  patients. 
"  Doctor,"  exclaims  the  patient,  "  you  inspire  me  with  new  life ;  you 
know  another  remedy,  why  then  not  try  it  before  resorting  to  so  horrid  an 
expedient?"  I  would  gladly  do  it,  replies  the  doctor,  but  "  lam  not  in 
possession  of  the  proper  instrument .'" 

The  above  are  the  simple  facts  in  the  case,  as  related  by  Dr.  Crosby 
himself,  omitting  the  supposed  remarks  of  the  patient.  Had  Dr.  C.  given 
his  patient  all  the  knowledge  of  his  case  that  he  has  given  the  public  ; 
had  he  informed  him  his  case  was  not  hopeless,  that  a  very  simple  remedy 
and  easy  of  application  would  in  all  probability  cure  him  without  depriv- 
ing him  of  manhood  ;  would  this  unfortunate  young  man  have  consented 
to,  much  less  ursred,  immediate  emasculation  in  the  first  instance?  What 
must  be  the  reflection  of  this  unfortunate  patient,  should  Lallemand's 
work  chance  to  fall  under  his  inspection  ?  or  should  he  read  even  the  doc- 
tor's own  report  of  his  case,  and  have  the  astounding  fact  flash  upon  his 
mind  that  there  were  seventy-five  chances  in  the  hundred  for  him  to  have 
been  cured,  and  that  without  consultation  or  advice,  his  physician  deprived 
him  of  them  all,  for  no  other  reason  than  "  not  being  in  possession  of  a 
suitable  instrument?"  

Portland,  Me.,  Au^.  20th,  1843. 


STRABISMUS  DIVERGENS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  fact  that  the  operation  for  strabismus  divergens,  is  not  as  suc- 
cessful as  the  operation  for  strabismus  convergens,  is  notorious.  No  suffi- 
cient explanation  for  this  fact  has  yet  been  offered.  To  supply  this  de- 
ficiency we  write. 

A  strange  incongruity  has  ever  existed  among  anatomists  as  to  the 
function  of  the  inferior  and  superior  oblique.  Dr.  Pancoast,  in  a  note 
to  Quain's  anatomical  plates,  has  declared,  what  dissections  carefully 
made  (in  my  presence)  have  confirmed,  viz.,  that  it  is  the  action  of  the 
superior  oblique  to  pull  the  eye  outwards  and  dowmvards,  and  of  the  in- 
ferior oblique  to  pull  the  eye  outwards  and  upwards.  For  proof  of  this 
action  1  would  refer  you  to  the  anatomy  of  the  eye  as  given  byPancoast's 
Quain.  Upon  this  view  of  the  action  of  these  muscles,  depends  our 
theory  for  accounting  for  the  difficulty  of  removing  the  defect  in  strabis^ 
mus  divergens. 

Then  we  have  Jirst,  The   rectus  externus  antagonizing  directly  the 
rectus  internus  ;  second,  the  two  obliqui  antagonizing  indirectly  the  same 
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muscle.  If  we  divide  the  rectus  externus,  the  two  obliqui,  having  gained 
power  by  the  long  Inactivity  of  the  rectus  internus,  are  silU  able  success- 
fully to  antagonize  this  relaxed  and  weakened  muscle.  We  advance, 
then,  this  as  the  theory,  viz.,  that  the  difficulty  of  remedying  strabismus 
divergens  arises  from  the  contraction  of  the  two  oblique  musc\es,  outwards ; 
and  were  this  removed  the  operation  would  be  entirely  successful. 

It  may  be  objected,  that  the  two  oblique  muscles  being  involuntary, 
would  have  no  direct  and  permanent  eftect.  This  is  rather  an  argument 
for  than  against ;  for,  after  the  division  of  the  rectus  externus,  when 
the  patient  is  directed  to  turn  the  eye  inwards,  he  is  unable  so  to  do,  in 
consequence  of  the  debility  of  the  rectus  internus  and  the  involuntary  out- 
ward action  of  the  two  oblique  muscles.  If  the  involuntary  motion  is 
allowed  to  the  superior  oblique  and  denied  to  the  inferior  oblique  (as  sug- 
gested by  some),  still  the  superior  oblique  is  a  stronger  muscle,  and  by 
drawing  over  the  pulley  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  the  inferior. 
Either  or  both  of  these  cases  we  conceive  to  be  arguments  rather  for  than 
against  our  position. 

It  may  be  objected,  also,  that  were  there  three  muscles  to  act  in  unison 
against  the  rectus  internus,  the  divergent  variety  of  strabismus  would  be 
the  most  common.  In  Pancoast's  edition  of  Quain  and  Wilson,  p.  15, 
second  part,  a  sufficient  answer  will  be  found,  viz.,  "The  three  (superior, 
inferior  and  internus)  recti  are  supplied  by  the  motor  communis  (third 
pair),  and  when  they  act  together  under  the  stimulus  of  that  nerve,  they 
have  a  tendency  to  sink  the  ball  of  the  eye  and  bring  it  towards  the  inner 
canthus,  thus  causing  strabismus  convergens." 

It  may  be  urged,  as  a  further  objection,  that  there  is  sometimes  an  ina- 
bility to  turn  the  eye  out  after  the  operation  for  strabismus  convergens. 
This  we  suppose  to  be  produced  by  the  paralysis  of  the  rectus  externus 
and  oblique  muscles,  and  might  be  remedied  by  proper  applications  and 
exercise.  *  #  *  H. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  20th,  1843. 


EMPLOYMENT   OF   WOMEN    AND   CHILDREN    IN   HUSBANDRY. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Austin,  on  which  we  commented  in  our  last  No.  but 
one,  gives  a  gloomy  portraiture  of  compulsory  apprenticeship,  as  it  exists 
in  many  of  our  agricultural  parishes.  Yet,  dark  as  the  representation  is, 
we  fear  that  it  is  not  overcharged.  It  is  drawn  from  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  witnesses  in  various  grades  of  society  ;  and  though  their  evi- 
dence is  combated,  as  usual,  by  that  of  others,  the  probability  is,  unfor- 
tunately, on  the  unfavorable  side.  The  state  of  tliese  young  husband- 
men and  women  approaches  so  nearly  to  that  of  serfs,  or  even  slaves,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  doubt  the  existence  of  the  evils  which  bondage  always 
brings  in  its  train. 

"  To  be  worse  treated   than  a  parish  apprentice,"  says  Mr.  Bidwell, 
*'  is  a  proverb,  and  were  not  proverbs  held  to  be  founded  in  truth,  I  could 
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support  tlie  verity  of  this  in  a  variety  of  instances,  of  a  general  as  well 
as  particular  character." 

The  system  is  as  follows.  At  the  age  of  9,  a  boy  is  taken  away  from 
his  parents,  not  to  be  restored  to  them  during  his  minority.  "  Neitiier 
parents  nor  children  are  consulted,"  says  Mr.  Austin  ;  "  they  are  separat- 
ed by  an  act  of  law,  against  which  there  is  no  appeal."  This  separation 
is  continued  for  twelve  long  years,  which  must  be  sufficient,  in  a  large 
number  of  cases,  to  produce  the  most  complete  estrangement  between 
parent  and  child  ;  as  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  in  so  poor  a  class,  ap- 
prentices and  their  parents  can  visit  one  another  often  enough  to  keep  up 
the  feelings  of  kindred  in  their  original  freshness.  Indeed,  mere  distance 
would  often  make  this  impossible.  The  Stat.  56,  Geo.  III.,  which  regu- 
lates apprenticeships,  enacts  that  a  child  shall  not  be  bound  more  than 
forty  miles  from  its  place  of  settlement !  The  apprentices  are  knocked 
about  ad  libitum  by  their  master,  mistress,  and  all  the  other  rulers  who 
are  put  in  authority  over  them  ;  and  though  very  gross  cases  may  be  car- 
ried before  a  magistrate,  the  remedy  is  obviously  as  bad  as  the  disease. 
A  household  carried  on  by  appeals  to  the  56  Geo.  III.,  cap.  126,  is  in 
an  unhappy  condition.  Sometimes,  too,  the  master  can  make  his  appren- 
tices very  miserable,  and  yet  keep  within  the  limits  of  the  law  ;  at  other 
times  the  apprentices  are  skilful  in  the  art  of  worrying,  and  yet  keep  on 
the  windy  side  of  Geo.  III. 

Nor  do  the  females  escape  the  wild  justice  of  the  farm  house.  Mary 
Puddicombe  tells  of  her  service  at  Blackiston,  when  no  longer  an  appren^ 
tice;  the  servants  used  to  beat  her,  and  her  master  to  bang  her  till  she 
was  black  and  blue.  But,  "  apprentices  were  treated  worse  ;  two,  with- 
out fathers  to  look  after  them,  were  beat  with  a  stick  for  anything  that 
happened.  One  maiden  had  her  arm  cut  to  the  bone  with  a  stick  the 
young  master  cut  out  of  the  hedge  at  the  time,  for  not  harrowing  right, 
for  not  leaving  enough  for  a  harrow  to  go  back  again.  That  went  to  a 
justice:  master  was  fined  £5  and"  had  to  pay  the  doctor's  bill.  The 
£5  was  given  away  in  bread  to  the  poor.  The  parish  did  not  bind  any 
apprentices  after  that." 

It  was  a  broad  hint  to  leave  off,  truly !  Mary  Kendalls  informs  us 
that  when  apprenticed  she  had  a  bad  mistress,  who  used  to  throw  lier  on 
the  ground,  hold  her  by  the  ears,  kneel  on  her,  and  use  her  very  ill.  The 
witness,  now  41  years  of  age,  has  still  the  marks  from  kicks  upon  her. 
Mr.  Lyddon,  a  surgeon,  has  often  made  inquiries  into  the  condition  of  ap- 
prentices, and  is  inclined  to  think  that  at  times  corrections  rather  too  se- 
vere are  inflicted. 

Mr.  Troode,  a  farmer,  had  an  apprentice,  who  did  not  go  to  church 
though  sent,  and  was  out  late  at  night.  Mr.  Troode  applied  to  a  magis- 
trate ;  the  boy  was  sent  to  a  tread-mill  for  a  week,  and  whipped  twice  ; 
"  but  that  only  made  him  worse  than  before  ;  nothing  hurts  a  boy  like 
punisliment  of  that  kind."  The  witness,  adds,  "  I  had  another  appren- 
tice, a  girl,  who  staid  out  all  night;  nothing  could  be  worse;  Mrs.  Troode 
scolded  her,  and  the  girl  threw  some  potatoes  at  her,  I  came  in  at  the  mo- 
ment and  struck  her  with  the  horsewhip.     The  girl's  parents  applied  to 
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an  attorney  at  Exeter,  and  the  case  was  brought  before  magistrates  ;  1 
was  fined  £l.  Upon  this  I  ordered  all  my  apprentices  out  of  the  house, 
for  I  found  I  could  not  have  the  proper  control  over  them." 

Mr.  Palk.  a  farmer,  says,  *'  we  don't  let  our  apprentices  go  home  to 
see  their  parents ;  parents  who  have  been  apprenticed  never  like  their 
children  to  run  home  much." 

George  Moxey,  a  laborer,  says  that  when  an  apprentice,  he  was  never 
beaten  nor  ill-used  by  his  master,  but  that  he  was  badly  used  by  the 
other  apprentices  ;  '•'  apprentices  always  beat  each  other,  go  wherever 
you  will." 

In  fact,  the  apprentice,  friendless  and  forlorn,  is  too  often  knocked 
about  like  the  fag  at  a  public  school,  but  with  a  far  longer  period  of  slave- 
ry before  him.  He  is  among  those  that  lime  lags  withal,  and  few  can 
feel  more  strongly  the  pungent  truth  of  the  couplet — 

Slow  as  the  years's  dull  circle  seems  to  run, 
Wheu  the  brisk  minor  pants  for  twenty-one  ! 

Nor  are  these  poor  drudges  always  consoled  for  their  destiny  on  earth  by 
the  hope  of  a  "  bright  reversion  in  the  sky  ;"  for,  "  although  they  are 
sufficiently  clothed  for  their  work,"  says  Mr.  Austin,  the  reporter,  "  they 
sometimes  have  no  better  clothing  for  the  Sunday  ;  and  their  masters  are 
ashamed  to  let  them  appear  at  church  in  their  ordinary  dress  of  the 
week." 

Indeed,  one  of  the  witnesses,  the  Rev.  Peter  Benson,  affirms  that  the 
moral  and  religious  instruction  of  a  child  commonly  ceases  almost  entirely 
when  he  has  been  apprenticed.  Farmers  do  not  like  to  send  ragged 
children  to  church  ;  and  "  the  rule  is  rags,  the  exception  is  the  other 
way." 

A  master,  of  course,  stands  in  loco  yarentis  to  his  apprentice,  and  if 
habitual  kindness  were  checkered  by  occasional  severity  there  would  be 
little  or  no  reason  to  complain.  But  if  his  goodness  always  "wears  the 
sterner  face  of  love  ;"  if  authority  scarcely  ever  melts  into  indulgence  ; 
if  the  only  thing  which  the  farmer  can  allege  in  his  own  favor  is  that  his 
apprentices  have  a  bellyful,  can  we  wonder  that  discontent  hardens  into 
hatred,  or  that  the  despised  serf  grows  up  into  the  enemy  of  the  social 
frame  which  has  crushed  him  ? 

It  would  be  sad  indeed  were  there  no  exceptions  to  this  painful  rule  ; 
we  hope  that  there  are  many,  and  bright  ones. 

Mrs.  Tuckett,  of  Dunsford,  in  Devonshire,  who  retains  the  farm  which 
her  husband  occupied,  draws  a  pleasing  picture  of  the  felicity  of  her 
family.  Her  house  is  conducted  in  the  old-fashioned  Devonshire  way. 
Mistress,  servants  and  apprentices  mess  together  on  the  same  provisions; 
nor  are  they  kept  under  lock  and  key  ;  everything  is  open.  The  ap- 
prentices have  five  days  holiday  in  the  year  ;  three  at  Christmas  and  two 
at  Easter,  and  Mrs.  Tucket  gives  them  little  amusements  then,  and  at 
other  times.  Their  parents  come  to  see  them  when  they  like,  and  there 
is  always  something  to  eat  and  a  glass  of  cider  for  these  visiters.  The 
girls  are  never  allowed  to  work  in  the  fields,  except  occasionally  at  hay 
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time,  and  then  they  are  kept  "  in  a  little  set,  away  from  the  other  people, 
not  to  hear  their  talk." 

But  iMrs.  Tuckett,  of  whose  intelligence  and  worth  Mr.  Austin  speaks 
with  due  praise,  is  a  rare  exception  ;  and  w(;  perfectly  agree  with  the  re- 
porter that  it  will  be  well  to  discontinue  agricultural  upprenlicesliip  for  the 
future. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  article  witliout  touching  upon  a  point  which 
is  prominent  in  almost  every  page  of  the  evidence  ;  we  mean  the  extreme 
privations  and  singular  patience  of  our  rural  population.  The  stringent 
severity  of  the  New  Poor  Law  was  built  on  the  supposition  that  the  poor 
spent  their  wages  in  luxury  and  dissipation,  and  that  they  ought  to  be 
compelled  to  save  up  money  for  old  age  by  the  prospective  horrors  of  a 
Union  work-house.  But,  alas!  the  mass  of  evidence,  unpicked  and  un- 
garbled,  shows  that  the  laborer's  wages,  in  general,  scarcely  pass  starva- 
tion point ;  and  instead  of  the  cruel  mockery  of  reqairing  the  husband- 
man to  save  something  from  nine  shillings  a  week,  we  ought  rather  to  re- 
mind the  opulent  that,  in  the  words  of  Rousseau,  the  best  medicines  for 
the  poor  are  to  be  found  in  the  kitchens  and  cellars  of  the  rich.  Instead 
of  constantly  reproaching  husbandmen,  as  a  class,  with  their  occasional 
errors,  the  impartial  moralist,  when  he  peruses 

"  The  short  and  simple  annals  of  the  poor," 

will  be  rather  inclined  to  admire  their  uncomplaining  fortitude,  and  will 
admit  that  the  heroism  of  private  life  is  most  often  to  be  found  in  a  sta- 
tion where  we  should  have  been  least  likely  to  have  looked  for  it. 

In  the  Report  before  us,  Dr.  Greenup,  of  Calne,  after  giving  in  detail 
the  necessary  expenses  of  a  laborer's  housekeeping,  remarks,  that  when 
he  reckons  these  things  up,  he  is  always  more  and  more  astonished  how 
laborers  continue  to  live  at  all.  The  diseases  which  he  sees  among  the 
poor  almost  all  arise  from  want  of  proper  food  and  clothing.  At  Stud- 
ley,  in  Wiltshire,  it  appears,  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Henry  Phelps, 
agent  to  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  that  the  women  work  in  the  fields 
like  men.  They  are  employed  in  reaping  and  binding  corn  in  harvest, 
hay-making,  jioeing  turnips,  weeding,  picking  stones,  filling  dung-carts, 
&tc.     For  tliis  they  get  8d.  a  day,  or  sometimes  at  harvest,  lOd, 

IMr.  Bowman,  a  farmer,  and  vice  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Calne  Union,  says  that,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  laborer's 
family  has  only  the  man's  wages,  8s.  or  9s.  a  week,  to  live  on.  It  is  a 
mystery  to  Mr.  Bowman  how  a  man  and  wife,  with  five  or  six  children, 
can  live  on  this.  We  take  it  for  granted,  therefore,  that  the  vice  chair- 
man does  not  think  it  just  to  punish  the  laborer  in  his  old  age  for  not 
having  bought  an  annuity  out  of  the  abundant  income  of  his  greener 
years. 

Mrs.  Britton,  the  wife  of  a  laborer,  deposes  that  she  has  seven  children, 
all  boys,  varying  in  age  from  fomteen  years  to  nine  months.  One  of  the 
children  is  a  cri|)ple,  and  the  Guardians  allow  two  gallons  of  bread 
weekly  for  him  ;  hut  although  her  husband  is  a  tea-totaller,  the  fimily 
has  not  even  asufiiciency  of  bread  to  eat ;  and  they  all  sleep  in  one  room. 
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The  next  witness,  Mrs.  Sumbler,  the  wife  of  a  laborer,  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  unceiising  toil  in  a  dairy,  havintr.  been  herself  employed  in 
one  for  eight  years  before  she  married.  "  When  cheeses  are  made 
twice  a  day,  the  work  is  never  done;  the  work  lasts  all  day,  from  three  in 
tlie  mornintj  till  nine  at  nii/ht." 

Another  witness,  after  giving  the  details  of  her  spare  housekeeping, 
adds,  "  we  never  know  what  it  is  to  get  enough  to  eat ;  at  the  end  of 
the  meal  the  children  would  always  eat  more.  Of  bread  there  is  never 
enough  ;  the  children  are  always  asking  for  more  at  every  meal ;  1  then 
say,  '  you  don't  want  your  father  to  go  to  prison  do   you  ?'  " 

It  is  almost  needless  to  multiply  these  details  of  extreme  penury. 
Mary  Haynes,  a  widow  of  Calne,  does  men's  work  in  the  fields,  and  has 
not  even  a  change  of  clothes.  She  receives  5s.  a  week  in  summer,  and 
4s.  6d.  during  the  other  months.  Besides  stone-picking,  weeding  and 
hay-making,  she  reaps  and  hoes  turnips,  employments  which  some  per- 
sons suppose  to  belong  to  men  alone. 

"  As  for  work,"  says  another  practical  philosopher,  speaking  of  the 
farm  where  he  was  apprenticed,  "  why,  people  must  work,  and  there 
was  a  plenty  of  that ;" — the  grievous  point  is,  that  the  work  should  be 
so  miserably  paid. 

In  a  word,  the  good  humor  with  which  our  laborers  in  husbandry 
bear  toil  rewarded  by  semi-starvation  is  worthy  of  all  praise  ;  and  forms 
a  singular  contrast  to  the  distorted  ingenuity  with  which  many  of  their 
superiors  find  subjects  of  annoyance  and  discontent  in  the  midst  of  pros- 
perity.— London  Medical  Gazette. 
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Principles  of  Human  Physiology.* — No  one  is  presumed  to  be  unac- 
quainted with  the  name  and  services  of  William  B.  Carpenter,  M.D.,  of 
Bristol,  Eng.,  a  celebrated  writer  on  human  physiology.  He  is  the  same 
man  who  was  accused  by  Dr.  Paine,  of  New  York,  of  doing  that  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  done,  &c.  ;  but  there  is  no  need  of  raking  over 
the  ashes  for  dead  coals,  in  order  to  explain  who  Dr.  Carpenter  is.  Copies 
of  the  English  edition  of  a  learned  production  by  this  gentleman,  are 
common,  but  an  American  edition  was  a  desideratum. 

Dr.  Clymer,  of  Philadelphia,  has  remodelled  that  valuable  book — Prin- 
ciples of  Htnnan  Physiology — and  made  such  additions  as  in  his  judg- 
ment were  necessary  to  give  a  completeness  and  finish  to  the  whole,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  standard  of  physiological  knowledge.    In  tbe  foreign, 

*  Principles  of  Human  Physiology,  with  their  chief  Applications  to  Pathology,  Hygiene,  and  Foren- 
sic Medicine,  especially  designed  for  students,  by  W.  U.  Carpenter,  M.D.,  &c.,  first  American  edition, 
with  notes  and  additions,  by  Meredith  Clymer,  M.D.  Philadeljihia :  Lea  <fc  Blanchard.  8vo.,  p. 
518.     184.3. 
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as  in  the  present,  edition,  it  is  expressly  declared  that  the  undertaking  is 
designed  for  students.  It  is  hoped  that  coming  generations  of  practi- 
tioners will  excel  their  predecessors  ;  there  can  be  no  apology  for  them 
if  they  fall  short  of  the  present  standard,  since  learning  is  made  easy 
to  them  by  the  most  eminent  writers  of  the  present  age.  But  although 
the  resources  of  the  author's  comprehensive  mind  are  apparently  devoted 
to  the  advancement  of  new  beginners  in  study,  there  is  a  splendid  exhi- 
bition of  the  powers  of  analysis,  an  uncommon  degree  of  success  in 
making  abstruse  subjects  clear,  and  in  forcibly  impressing  upon  others  the 
laws  of  life  which  he  so  well  understands,  that  will  give  eclat  to  Dr.  Car- 
penter's reputation  when  he  will  be  insensible  to  praise. 

All  who  can  afford  to  have  a  good  system  of  physiology,  should  pos- 
sess this ;  and  those  who  are  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  sci- 
ence, should  not  be  without  it.  There  are  618  pages,  large-sized  octa- 
vo, on  good  paper,  with  a  type  as  distinctly  made  as  can  be  executed. 
No  necessity  seems  to  exist  for  extracting  from  its  pages,  or  comment- 
ing especially  on  any  particular  parts  or  portions  of  the  volume — because 
it  is  presumed  that  all  who  can,  will  avail  themselves  of  it.  Probably 
this  improved  edition  does  not  cost  more  than  one  third  the  price  asked 
for  it  in  England,  and  yet  it  is  superior  in  very  many  respects.  If  pub- 
lishers are  not  encouraged,  we  may  expect  to  pay  dearly  for  all  that  comes 
from  Europe,  when  the  medical  press  of  the  United  States  becomes  dis- 
courao-ed. 


Theory  and  Practice  of  Midtoifery. — A  beautiful  American  edition  of 
Dr.  Churchill's  admirable  work,  heretofore  noticed  by  us,  is  fresh  from 
the  prolific  press  of  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  Philadelphia,  with  copious 
notes  and  additions  by  Dr.  Robert  M.  Huston,  M.D. ,  of  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College.  There  are  116  illustrations  by  that  best  of  anatomical  en- 
gravers, Gilbert. 

It  so  happens  that  an  extended  notice  of  this  excellent  treatise  cannot 
be  given  the  present  week;  yet  we  should  be  unwilling  to  omit  extend- 
ing a  notice  of  its  appearance,  that  those  about  joining  the  various 
medical  schools  the  ensuing  lecture  season,  may  avail  themselves  of  its 
assistance.  Both  the  publisher  and  the  American  editor  have  conferred  a 
special  favor  in  re-producing  this  work  in  the  United  States. 


Jefferson  Medical  College. — A  pamphlet  of  twelve  pages  announces  the 
course  to  be  pursued  the  ensuing  lecture  season,  if  the  world  last,  which 
the  Signs  of  the  Times  is  disposed  to  question.  Nothing  more  can  be 
said  commendatory  of  this  enterprising  school,  than  has  been  repeatedly 
expressed  in  regard  to  it  in  times  past  and  gone.  It  is  a  desirable  insti- 
tution for  any  man  to  join,  who  is  studying  medicine.  The  faculty  are 
distinguished  for  their  attainments  in  science,  and  their  happy  faculty  for 
teaching.  The  buildings,  the  museum,  opportunities  for  studying  practi- 
cal anatomy,  witnessing  surgical  operations,  and  seeing  some  of  every- 
thing which  should  be  seen  by  a  student,  give  importance  to  the  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College.  Dr.  Pancoast,  the  professor  of  General,  Descrip- 
tive and  Surgical  Anatomy,  is  beginning  to  be  appreciated  as  one  of  the 
best  anatomists  in  the  city  of  Pliiladelphia. 
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Getty xburg  Private  Medical  Institute. — A  good  name,  like  a  sweet 
odor,  radiates  to  a  great  distance.  Dr.  Gilbert,  of  Gettysburg,  Penn.,  is 
one  of  those  industrious,  laborious  medical  inquirers,  who  raises  the  dig- 
nity of  the  calling  in  which  he  is  engaged,  while  elevating  himself. 
Quite  alone,  out  of  the  reach  of  Philadelphia  medical  influences,  without 
a  charter  or  a  single  co-worker,  he  has  built  up  an  institute  that  already 
rivals  in  the  number  of  its  matriculations,  scores  of  the  corner-lot  colleges 
of  pointed  notoriety.  Twenty-nine  names  are  on  the  printed  catalogue. 
Dr.  Gilbert  receives  students,  instructs  them,  and  furnishes  them  with 
books,  lights,  fuel,  &c.,  eighteen  months,  till  prepared  for  attending  lec- 
tures, for  SiOO.  No  additional  charge  is  made  if  the  pupil  remains  till 
graduation.  Board  is  procurable  from  $1,50  to  $2,00  per  week.  He  has 
our  best  wishes. 


Medical  Society  of  Natchez. — On  the  2d  of  December  last,  this  asso- 
ciation was  organized,  and  a  constitution  adopted  that  is  highly  creditable 
to  the  profession  of  that  ciiy.  It  shows  that  honor  and  honesty  of  inten- 
tion are  leading  elements  in  the  piofession  everywhere,  and  that  order, 
heaven's  first  law,  is  appreciated  as  much  in  Natchez  as  in  some  older 
human  localities.  Following  the  letter  of  the  law,  is  a  synopsis  of  medi- 
cal etiquette,  the  production  of  Samuel  A.  Carlwright,  M.D.,  the  observ- 
vance  of  which  will  keep  peace,  professionally,  at  home,  and  win  respect 
for  the  members  abroad, 

Rule  8th  might  be  committed  to  memory  out  of  the  State  in  which  it 
was  written,  and  with  manifest  advantage  to  very  many  great  self-an- 
nounced discoverers  in  the  healing  art.  "Medical  knowledge  is  not  pri- 
vate, but  public  property.  It  consists  of  the  accumulated  experience  of  all 
ages  and  countries,  enlightened,  guided  and  directed  by  the  whole 
circle  of  sciences.  Hence  it  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  medical  etiquette, 
and  highly  empirical,  for  any  physician  to  pretend  that  he  treats  diseases 
differently  from  other  members  of  the  faculty.  If  he  does  so  he  is  an 
empiric.  If  he  does  not  do  so  he  is  a  deceiver  and  acts  disingenuously, 
by  claiming  as  his  own,  in  his  individual  capacity,  what  belongs  to  the 
whole  profession — and  is  alike  open  to  all.  If  he  has  actually  stumbled 
on  a  belter  method  of  treating  disease  than  the  world  knew  before,  he  is 
morally  and  professionally  bound  to  make  it  known  to  his  medical 
brethren." 


Kemper  College. — In  times  past  mention  has  been  made  of  this  insti- 
tution— located  in  the  growing  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  A  prospectus 
is  now  circulating  for  184.3,  both  to  explain  the  doings  of  the  past,  and  an- 
nounce intentions  for  the  future.  This  is  what  the  Dean  of  the  faculty- 
says  : — 

"  That  St.  Louis  is  destined  to  build  up  and  sustain  a  great  medical 
school,  no  one  will  deny;  and  that  the  Medical  Department  in  Kemper 
College  is  to  be  successful,  we  most  heartily  believe,  and  even  our  ene- 
mies must  admit.  Relying  upon  their  own  resources,  the  Faculty  have 
thus  far  borne  it  upward  and  onward  with  signal  triumph.  No  school 
has  been,  in  its  infancy,  better  patronized  ;  nor  can  any  one  boast  of  a 
greater  number  of  graduates  of  equal  respectability  ;  and  although  we 
speak  of  the  youthfulness  of  the  school,  it  is  not  so  with  its  Faculty—* 
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several  of  them  are  veterans  in  science,  and  none  who  are  not  thorough 
in  their  departments.  But  while  we  rely  on  the  reputation  of  the  older, 
we  do  not  the  less  rely  on  the  vigorous  manhood  of  the  younger  members 
of  our  faculty.  Besidt^s,  there  is  an  ambition  for  success  uMth  us,  that 
makes  it  no  longer  conjecture,  but  we  look  for  triumph  as  we  look  for  the 
sun  in  the  morning  of  a  clear  day." 

No  lack  of  of  confidence  in  ail  this;  though  there  may  be  something 
wanting  in  the  individual  who  wrote  on  the  back  of  a  circular  directed  to 
the  faculty  of  a  medical  insliiulion  in  Kentucky,  not  many  weeks  ago — 
"  Consult  the  fifth  chapter  of  Daniel,  the  '25th  and  2Qlh  verses/'  If  the 
scribbler  is  setting  up  for  a  prophet,  he  had  better  renounce  physic,  as  this 
specimen  of  courtesy  shows  him  utterly  unfit  for  either. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  graduates  for  the  session  of  1842-43  : — Henry 
Lemcke,  Opium;  J.  H.  Hawk,  Leucorrhma ;  William  C.  Harrington, 
The  Pathology  of  the  Cellular  Tissue ;  Andrew  B.  Barbee,  Puerperal 
Fever;  Wm.  Bolton,  Infiammalion  ;  Charles  L.  Lamb,  Hernia ;  John 
C.  Campbell,  Malaria;  Thomas  C.Moore,  The  Pathology  of  Fever; 
Charles  H.  Bradford,  Indigestion  ;  George  W.  ScoUay,  The  Importance 
of  Anatomical  Knowledge  to  the  Practitioner  of  Medicine  ;  W.  P.  Thorn- 
ton, The  Physiology  of  Indigestion  ;  Andrew  W.  Hunt,  The  Pathology 
and  Treatment  of  Indigestion  ;  J.  G.  Adams  Frydenger,  Fever;  James 
Whilten  Boyle,  Lobelia  Inflata  ;  Victor  W.  Cwierdzenski,  Fever;  D.  F. 
Stevens,  Intestinal  Worms;  James  N.  Allen,  Fever ;  James  Beard  Wil- 
liams, Irritability  ;   B.  F.  Taylor,  Rheumatism. 


Medical  Graduates, —  To  the  Editor. — Sir:  In  the  list  of  Medical 
Graduates  of  Harvard  University,  published  in  your  last  No.,  the  name 
of  Moses  Williams  Weld,  A.M.  (Harvard),  was  accidentally  omitted.  The 
subject  of  Dr.  Weld's  dissertation  was  Variz.  I  will  thank  you  to  insert 
this  correction  from  the  record.  The  whole  number  of  graduates  was 
thirty-one.  W.  Channing,  Dean. 


Vomiting  a  Cure  for  Phthisis. — It  is  stated  that  176  patients  under 
consumption,  47  in  the  incipient,  and  129  in  the  advanced  stage,  admitted 
during  a  period  of  four  years  into  the  military  hospital  at  Capua, 
were  ultimately  discharged  perfectly  cured,  their  treatment  having  con- 
sisted in  the  administration  of  a  tablespoonful  night  and  morning  of  the 
following  mixture  : — Tariarized  antimony,  three  grains;  syrup  of  cloves, 
an  ounce;  decoction  of  marsb  mallows,  six  ounces;  mix.  The  dose 
was  to  be  repeated  until  vomiting  ensued. — Annali  Univ.  di  Medicine,  in 
London  Lancet. 

Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  J.  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  N.,  has  been  detached 
from  the  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  and  ordered  to  the  Lawrence. — A  young 
man  lately  died  at  Baltimore,  in  consequence  of  skinning  a  cow  that  had 
died  of  poison. — Dr.  McClenachan,  recently  tried  at  Norristovvn,  Pa.,  for 
a  violent  assault  on  a  clergyman,  who  had  provokingly  insulted  him,  was 
fined  $30,  and  30  days'  imprisonment,  imposed  by  Judge  Burnside. — A 
Miss  Allen,  of  Boston,  is  lecturing  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  on  animal  mag- 
netism.— The   smallpox    has  broken  out  among   the   foreign    emigrants 
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going  up  the  Erie  canal,  near  Buffalo. — Dr.  Vacke  wrote  officially 
from  juBpuuojj  to  the  New  York  Common  Council,  informing  them  that 
a  fever  of  a  bilious  character  was  prevailing  there,  out  of  which  a  vast 
commotion  has  arisen  in  reference  to  a  certain  schooner  Vauda.  The 
non-intercourse  between  New  York  and  Romdent,  growing  out  of  a  pro- 
clammation  of  the  acting  mayor,  expired  on  Thursday  last. — There 
is  an  increase  of  yellow  fever  cases  at  New  Orleans  every  time  we  re- 
ceive advices.  On  the  18ih  and  19th,  of  17  admitted  to  the  Charity  Hospital, 
13  died. — About  1400  persons  arrived  at  Saratoga  week  before  last. — The 
public  health  is  excellent  at  St.  Thomas  the  present  season,  notwithstand- 
ing the  scarcity  of  water — no  sickness  made  inroads  upon  the  commu- 
nity.— A  new  proposition  for  regaining  lost  health,  is  to  ascend  in  an  air 
balloon  once  or  twice  a  week,  to  be  invigorated  with  an  untainted  atmos- 
phere some  six  miles,  high,  and  delighted  with  an  extensive  prospect  be- 
low.— Dr.  Grant,  at  the  last  accounts,  was  on  the  way  from  Masul  to 
Asheta,  on  the  Koordish  mountains. — Dr.  Whitman,  the  missionary  phy- 
sician, still  remains  with  the  Oregon  Indians,  in  regard  to  whom  he  has  col- 
lected some  curious  observations. — A  new  and  ingenious  series  of  appa- 
ratus has  been  invented  by  Dr.  How,  of  White  Plain,  N.  Y.,  for  the 
management  of  fractures,  deserving  the  attention  of  surgeons.  It  is  not  con- 
venient, the  present  week,  to  describe  its  structure,  or  point  out  its  supposed 
advantages  over  other  favorite  contrivances  for  securing  broken  bones. — 
A  report  is  abroad,  says  the  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
that  the  yellow  fever  has  appeared  at  Pittsburgh. — Dr.  F.  J.  Leraoyne, 
of  Washington  Co.,  Pa.,  has  been  nominated  for  Congress  by  the  Aboli- 
tionists.— Dr.  Humphrey,  of  Guernsey,  Ohio,  has  been  mulcted  in  the 
sum  of  $3000  for  giving  a  boy  too  much  calomel.  He  is  a  regular  prac- 
titioner.—  Dr.  Droux,  the  inventor  and  manufacturer  of  the  manakin,  has 
modelled  the  anatomy  of  a  cockchaffer,  which,  though  only  twelve  times 
larger  than  nature,  consists  of  six  hundred  parts,  easily  separated  and  re- 
united.— The  yellow  fever  has  raged  extensively  on  board  the  French 
frigate  Gomer,  a  steamer,  at  New  Orleans.  Sixty  cases  had  occurred  on 
the  I'Slh,  six  only  proving  fatal. — P.  S.  Townsend,  M.D.,  has  made  a 
sensible  critical  report  of  the  disease  at  Romdent,  N.  Y.,  to  one  of  the 
Aldermen  of  New  York,  four  columns  long,  in  the  New  York  Evening 
Express — giving  it  as  his  decided  opinion  that  the  malady  is  the  yellow 
fever.  Dr.  Alexander  F.  Vache,  M.D.,  resident  physician  of  the  city, 
gives  it  as  his  opinion,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  a  bilious  remittent  fever. 
The  Bay  State  Democrat  says  that  great  anxiety  is  manife.sted  that  a 
depot  be  e.stablished  in  this  city  for  Keerl's  vermifuge  ! 

Died, — In  Macedon, of  pulmonary  consumption.  Dr.  Allen  A.  Jordan,  26. — At 
Cooperstown,  Dr.  John  Russell,  70. — At  Mount  Vernon,  N.  H^  Dr.  Zepheniah 
Kittredge,  8G. 

Number  ofdeaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  2,  73.— Males,  41— Females,  32. 

or  consumption,  C— disease  of  the  heart,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  5 — inflammation  of  the  bowels, 
3 — marasmus,  4 — inflammalory  fever,  1— bowel  complaint,  9 — measles,  4— fits,  3 — cholera  infantum, 
7 — drowned,  1— brai)i  fever,  1 — dysentery,  1 — croup,  1 — pleurisy,  1 — hemorrhage,  3— teeiliing,  1 — pa- 
ralytic, 1 — hooping  cough,  2— infaniile,  .3— iufluenza,  1 — diarrhcta,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,! — 
scrofula,  1— lung  fever,  3— debility,  2— typhus  lever,  1 — canker  in  the  bowels,  li-sufTocation,  i — un- 
known 2. 

Under  5  years,  47— between  5  and  20  years,  3— between  20  and  60  years,  21— over  60  years,  2. 
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Rare  Pathological  Circumstance  Remedied  by  an  Unique  Surgical 
Operatio7i. — A  young  lady,  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  of  a  sanguine  tem- 
perament, was  effected  with  a  disease  of  the  scalp  that  at  first  attracted  no 
particular  attention.  It  had  first  appeared  (in  an  inflammatory  shape) 
about  her  fifteenth  year,  but  was  at  that  period  repressed  by  an  especial 
attention  to  cleanliness.  When  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  however,  the 
patient  began  to  find,  that  in  combing  her  hair,  the  comb  was  impeded  by 
a  fleshy  ridge  extending  from  one  side  of  the  head  to  the  other,  and  which 
increased  daily,  till  she  was  obliged  to  have  a  part  of  her  hair  cut  off,  be- 
ing unable  to  comb  it.  She  now  consulted  a  surgeon,  who  states  that 
all  the  scalp  above  a  semi-circular  line  on  either  side,  stretching  from  the 
occipital  protuberance  round  to  the  parielo-frontal  suture,  was  extensively 
hyperlrofied.  As  felt  above  the  ears,  the  scalp  was  thickened  and  soft, 
and  pitted  readily  under  the  pressure  of  the  finger;  and  the  thickening 
and  softening  augmented  towards  the  crown,  where  the  skin  seemed  to  be 
detached  from  the  cranium,  and  had  a  convoluted  aspect,  its  sulci  being 
filled  with  a  sebaceous  secretion  of  a  nauseous  quality. 

M.  Robert,  the  surgeon  who  reports  the  case,  proposed  the  operation  of 
Tpania.]  scalping,  to  which  he  proceeded  on  the  first  of  October  in  last  year. 
The  head  having  been  for  the  most  part  shaved,  he  began  the  incision 
about  one  inch  and  a  half  above  the  left  mastoid  process,  directed  his  bistoury 
upwards  and  forwards  across  the  parietal  eminence  to  the  sagittal  suture, 
and  then  returned  to  the  corresponding  point  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
head.  The  bistoury,  without  being  removed,  was  now  directed  round  the 
back  of  the  head  across  the  occipital  bone,  below  its  superior  angle  to  the 
first  point  of  departure,  and  all  the  tegumental  structure  comprised  be- 
tween these  incisions  was  removed.  The  haemorrhage  was  at  first  extreme- 
ly abundant,  but  soon  ceased  on  the  application  of  cold  lotions  and  the 
formation  of  coagulum.  The  sides  of  the  wound  were  approximated  by  a 
few  sutures  :  charpie  was  the  sole  dressing  employed.  Twenty-four  hours 
afterwards  a  violent  febrile  access  took  place,  with  headache,  vomiting  of 
bilious  matters,  fainting,  &c.,  but  vigorous  bleeding  was  resorted  to,  and 
these  symptoms  gradually  diminished  ;  at  the  end  of  about  a  week  the 
wound  had  entirely  cicatrized.  The  mass  removed  was  about  eight  inches 
in  length,  by  three  in  breadth;  in  its  thickest  part  it  was  seven  inches 
thick.  Hairs  were  but  thinly  scattered  over  it,  but  in  no  wise  differed 
from  the  hairs  on  other  parts  of  the  scalp.  At  present  we  learn  that  the 
scalp  of  the  patient  is  thicker  than  normally;  but  it  everywhere  adheres 
to  the  bone,  and  is  nowhere  particularly  salient. — Journal  de  Chiriirgerie. 


Sulphate  of  Iron  for  Erysipelas. — M.  Velpeau  employs,  as  a  local  ap- 
plication in  erysipelas,  a  solution  of  an  ounce  of  sulphate  of  iron  in  a  pint 
of  water;  or  an  ointment  of  two  drachms  of  the  sulphate  to  an  ounce  of 
lard.  The  salt  must  be  reduced  to  a  most  impalpable  powder  before  being 
mixed  with  the  lard  ;  it  is  then  to  be  rubbed  freely  over,  and  a  little  be- 
yond, the  whole  inflamed  surface.  When  the  solution  is  employed,  the 
skin  is  to  be  kept  constantly  moist.  In  twenty-four  cases,  M.  Velpeau 
says,  no  one  spot  of  inflammation  resisted  these  means  for  more  than  two 
days. — London  Lancet. 
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THE   EPIDEMIC   OF   1843. 
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[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Synonymes  : — Rheuma  epidemicum  of  Sauvages  ;  Catarrhxis  epidemicus  of  Swediam  ;  Ca- 
iarrhus  a  conta^io  of  Cullen  ;  Amphimerina  ansrinosa  of  Huxam  ;  F'ebris  re- 
mittens  catarrhalis  of  Macbride  ;  by  the  French  writers  it  is  called  Folette, 
coqueluche,  petite  parte,  coquette,  baraquette,  rhame  epidemique,  la  grippe, 
fievre  catarrhal e ;  by  the  IXzXianh,  Catarrho  Ruaso ;  by  the  Spanish, /n^ue?icM 
Rusa;  by  the  GeTmwaSjhunerzipf  der  huner,  wenn  bletzkarr,  epidemischer 
shcnupjen,  Russiscke  krankheit. 

This  epidemic  affection  received  its  name  from  the  influence  which  the 
stars  were  supposed  to  exert  in  its  production.  It  is  usually  accompanied 
by  catarrhal  .symptoms  tnore  or  less  severe,  and  with  a  depression  of 
strength  disproportionate  to  the  fehrile  excitement  or  the  concomitant  local 
affections.  \  mere  epitome  of  what  relates  to  this  disease  is  all  that  we 
can  give  that  would  be  of  utility  or  intiM-esi  to  the  profession. 

History,  progress  and  extent. — The  occurrence  of  this  disease  can 
probably  be  traced  back  to  the  days  of  Hippocrates,  as  slight  notices  of 
a  catarrhal  affection  resembling  the  one  under  consideration  were  given 
by  him  and  some  other  of  the  ancient  authors.  Since  then,  the  epidemics 
which  occurred  in  1311,  \S2S,  13-27,  1387,  1400,  1403,  1410,  1414, 
1427,  1438,  1482  and  1505,  are  supposed  to  have  been  instances  of  the 
same  affection. 

The  epidemic  of  13Q3  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  of  Italy.  Tha^ 
of  1387  prevailed  at  Montpelier  and  Romagne,  and  is  said  to  have  at" 
lacked  nine  tenths  of  the  population.  Although  what  we  can  gathe"^ 
from  the  short  notices  of  the  above-mentioned  visitations  by  the  old  au- 
thors, renders  it  extremely  probable  that  they  were  examples  of  the  affec- 
tion under  consideration  ;  yet  it  was  never  accurately  described  by  medi- 
cal writers  until  1510.  According  to  Schenek  it  was  then  regarded  as  a 
new  disease.  The  epidemic  of  that  year,  proceeding  from  Malta  to  Sicily, 
Spain,  Italy,  France  and  Britain,  raged  all  over  Europe,  and  scarcely  an 
individual  esca()ed.  The  epidemic  which  prevailed  in  the  autumn  of 
1557  took  a  westerly  course  from  Asia  by  Constantinople  to  Europe,  and 
afterwards  visited  America.  It  prevailed  in  Europe  extensively  in  1580 
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and  the  course  of  the  affection  was  from  east  and  south  to  west  and 
north.  The  epidemic  raged  at  Sicily  in  June,  at  Rome  in  July,  proceed- 
ed by  Venice  and  Constantinople  to  Hungary  and  Germany,  and  thence 
to  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden  and  Russia,  where  it  prevailed  in  Decem- 
ber, in  April,  1568,  it  prevailed  in  England  chiefly.  In  1590  and 
1591,  an  epidemic  similar  to  that  of  1580,  prevailed  in  Europe.  It  pre- 
vailed in  1663,  and  60,000  persons  are  said  to  have  been  attacked  in 
the  Venetian  States  in  one  week.  A  similar  disease  prevailed  in  Holland 
in  1669.  In  1675,  Germany  was  visited  in  September,  and  England  in 
October,  by  a  similar  affection.  In  1729  and  1730  the  influenza  pre- 
vailed throughout  all  Europe,  visiting  every  part  of  it  in  the  course  of 
five  months,  and  attacked  50,000  persons  at  Milan,  60,000  at  Rome, 
and  the  same  number  at  Vienna.  It  was  very  fatal  in  Paris  and  Lon- 
don— destroying  in  the  latter  city  1000  a  week.  Switzerland  suffered 
little,  Italy  and  Spain  very  considerably.  This  catarrhal  affection 
prevailed  from  1732  to  1737.  In  1732  it  overran  Europe  and  visited 
America.  From  New  England  it  spread  southward  to  Mexico,  Jamaica 
and  Peru.  Catarrhal  fever  was  prevalent  in  several  countries  in  1741 
and  2.  In  1743  it  prevailed  generally  in  Europe,  under  the  name  of 
"  La  Grippe,"  a  term  which,  Thompson  suggests,  was  probably  derived 
from  the  Polish  word  chrypka — hoarseness ;  but  according  to  Dr.  Forry 
it  was  derived  from  grippe?-,  "  to  gripe,"  "  to  catch  hold  of,"  being  the 
vulgar  French  appellation.  In  the  spring  of  1762  the  epidemic  became 
generally  prevalent — having,  however,  appeared  the  previous  year  in 
America.  In  swept  away  one  third  of  the  inhabitants  of  Toulon,  ex- 
tended northward  to  Breslau,  Vienna  and  Hamburg,  and  in  a  month  passed 
from  London  to  Edinburgh.  It  prevailed  among  the  sailors  of  the  Medi- 
terranean in  July.  The  influenza  prevailed  in  Britain  and  on  the  Continent 
in  the  fall  of  1775.  The  epidemic  which  was  prevalent  in  England  in  the 
spring  of  1782  appears  to  have  arrived  from  the  East.  In  September,  1780, 
the  crew  of  the  Atlas,  an  East  Indiaman,  suffered  from  the  influenza  on 
their  course  from  Malacca  to  Canton.  No  instance  of  the  disease  had 
occurred  at  the  former  place,  but  on  arriving  at  Canton  they  found  that  it 
raged  there,  associated  with  bilious  complaints.  In  October,  1781,  it 
prevailed  in  Bengal,  on  the  Coromandel  coast,  with  com|)lications  similar 
to  those  which  attended  it  at  Canton.  In  November,  1781,  it  attacked 
the  army  besieging  Nagapatam  ;  it  prevailed  at  Astrachan,  Tobolki  and 
Moscow,  in  December  ;  at  St.  Petersburg!)  in  January,  1782  ;  at  Stras- 
bourg in  February,  spreading  through  Denmark  and  Holland  in  March  ; 
it  arrived  in  England  at  the  end  of  April.  This  epidemic  attacked  three 
fourths  of  the  population.  It  was  observed  to  visit  cities  before  villages, 
and  villages  sooner  than  detached  houses.  It  took  five  weeks  to  pass 
from  Edinburgh  to  Musselburgh,  which  lies  five  miles  to  the  south-east. 
At  St.  Petersburgh  40,000  persons  are  said  to  have  been  attacked  in  one 
day.  In  1803  the  influenza  prevailed  very  extensively,  and  advanced  in 
a  northerly  direction.  In  France  it  was  followed  by  ophthalmia,  and  in 
America  by  dysentery.  In  England  the  disease  prevailed  among  horses, 
cows,  sheep,  swine,  dogs   and   cats.     In   September,    1830,  the  disease 
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appeared  at  Manilla,  and  reached  Britain  in  tiie  spring  of  1831.  Tliir: 
epidemic  was  widely  diffused,  prevailing  both  on  the  eastern  Continent 
and  in  America.  In  many  parts  it  preceded  the  epidemic  cholera.  In 
1833  the  cholera  was  followed  on  ihe  eastern  Continent  by  influenza. 
In  1836  and  7  this  affection  prevailed  in  various  parts  oC  the  world — at 
Sidney  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic. 
Half  the  population  v/ere  attacked  in  London,  Hamburg  and  Co- 
penhagen. 

We  have  now  traced  the  visitations  of  this  epidemic  down  to  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  we  might  go  on  to  state  their  peculiarities,  but  will  not 
burden  this  paper  witli  a  detail  of  them.  Dr.  Theophilus  Thompson, 
of  London,  thinks  we  may  deduce  from  the  history  of  the  influenza,  that 
it  has  occurred  on  an  average  once  in  ten  years. 

We  come  now  to  speak  particularly  of  the  present  epidemic.  Its  in- 
cursion was  sudden,  its  extension  rapid,  and  its  range  wide.  An  Albany 
paper  states  that  it  commenced  in  the  northern  part  of  this  State,  but 
we  think,  that  from  the  rapidity  of  its  extension,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
designate  the  very  place  of  its  outbreak.  The  first  notice  which  we  find 
of  it  is  in  the  Albany  Atlas  of  June  8th.  It  says: — "  There  seems  to  be 
something  like  an  influenza  prevalent — among  the  subjects  of  which  are 
a  larij;e  portion  of  the  printers  connected  with  the  different  offices  in  this 
city."  We  are  not  able  to  designate  the  time  precisely  at  which  it  com- 
menced in  New  York  city,  but  it  is  said  to  have  commenced  on  the  12th 
of  June,  the  day  on  which  the  President  arrived  there  on  his  way  to  the 
Bunker  Hill  celebration,  and  was  hence  facetiously  termed  the  "  Tyler 
grippe"  or  "grip."  We  presume,  however,  that  it  might  have  com- 
menced two  or  three  days  earlier,  without  exciting  the  suspicion  of  its 
being  epidemic.  About  the  14th  or  15th  it  was  stated  that  60  of  the 
crew  of  the  North  Carolina  were  confined  in  the  hospital  from  the  ef- 
fects of  this  disease.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  June,  the  packet 
ship  Liberty  arrived  from  Liverpool  with  27.5  passengers,  most  of  whom, 
with  the  captain,  were  down  with  the  influenza,  which  attacked  them  at 
sea  about  a  week  previous  to  their  arrival.  This  is  equal  to  the  case  of 
the  East  Indiaman  spoken  of  above.  One  of  the  New  York  papers 
of  June  14th  says  : — "  The  prevailing  epidemic  attacks  all  ages  and  con- 
stitutions. The  symptoms  are  great  prostration  of  strength,  sore  throat 
and  bad  cough.  It  is  very  obstinate,  and  requires  prompt  and  rigid  treat- 
ment to  drive  it  away."  We  have  not  been  able  to  learn  the  time  of  its 
appearance  at  Boston,  but  it  is  said  to  have  been  extensively  prevalent 
among  those  who  were  on  their  return  from  the  Bunker  Hill  celebration 
of  the  17th.  Of  some  hundreds  of  emigrants  who  arrived  at  New  York 
the  last  of  June,  not  one  escaped  while  lying  in  quarantine.  We  think 
that  Philadelphia  was  invaded  by  the  epidemic  later  than  New  York. 
From  the  20th  to  the  25th  thousands  were  said  to  have  been  down  with 
it  in  that  city. 

The  influenza  commenced  in  this  city  on  the  9th  of  June.  On  the 
9th  and  10th  several  cases  occurred,  and  from  the  similarity  and  charac- 
ter of  the  symptoms  there  was   a   remote  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  some 
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that  it  was  epidemic.  A  gentleman  connected  with  one  of  the  daily  pa- 
peis  informs  us  tliat  he  was  attacked  on  the  11th,  and  that  the  febrile 
and  cerebral  symptoms  were  of  a  very  severe  character,  especially  at 
the  onset  of  the  attack,  and  that  fainting  occurred  repeatedly  on  attempt- 
ing to  maintain  the  erect  posture.  These  symptoms  were  accompanied 
or  inimediately  followed  by  inflammation  of  the  larynx  and  bronchi,  and 
soreness  extending  down  tiie  anterior  walls  of  the  chest.  A  very  large 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  have  suffered  from  the  epidemic, 
but  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  it  has  required  only  the  mildest  remedies, 
or  none  at  all.  It  prevailed  extensively  in  Buffalo,  commencing  soon 
after  its  appearance  in  this  city.  In  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  whole  printing 
establishments  and  iron  manufactories  suspended  operations  for  its  enter- 
tainment. Few  houses  escaped  the  calls  of  this  unwelcome  visiter.  It 
made  its  appearance  at  Milwaukie  about  the  9th  of  June — quite  as  early 
as  in  this  city.  From  late  accounts  we  learn  that  it  has  reached  St. 
Louis,  touching  Cincinnati  and  Louisville  on  its  way,  and  not  only  touch- 
ing tiiein  but  taking  them  by  the  very  throat.  It  has  sent  a  detach- 
ment south  to  Baltimore,  Washington  and  Charleston,  and  most  fearlessly 
has  it  meddled  with  the  noses  and  throats  of  the  "  chivalrous."  One 
of  the  New  Orleans  papers  of  the  ISth  of  July  says,  that  two  thirds 
of  the  inhabitants  of  lliat  city  were  suffering  from  the  influenza. 

At  Quebec  the  journals  speak  of  its  prevalence  to  an  "alarming  ex- 
tent." It  has  also  visited  New  Brunswick.  Late  accounts  give  infor- 
mation of  its  existence  in  London  and  Glasgow. 

Causes  of  the  Influenza. — As  to  the  origin  of  these  epidemics  there 
are  various  theories,  many  of  which  are  plausible,  and  others  vague 
and  untenable.  Some  attribute  the  influenza  wholly  to  the  atmospheric 
vicissitudes  of  temperature  and  humidity,  and  the  prevalence  of  particu- 
lar tvinds.  This  theory  has  many  sup[)orters,  and  it  is  not  strange  that 
it  should  have,  since  such  vicissitudes  have  been  so  very  frequently  ob- 
served to  prevail  previous  to  or  during  the  existence  of  the  epidemics. 
Thick  offensive  fogs  have  been  spoken  of  as  a  cause  ;  easterly  winds 
have  been  invoked,  and  sudden  changes  of  temperature  have  come  in  for 
a  share  of  the  productive  causes.  But  that  these  meteorological  condi- 
tions fail  to  explain  the  causes  of  the  influenza,  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  it  has  occurred  during  every  possible  variety  of  atmospheric  phe- 
nomena— in  all  seasons,  in  every  climate,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean, 
as  well  as  in  the  interior  of  continents.  Just  previous  to  the  inclusion 
of  the  present  epidemic,  the  weather  changed  from  a  mild  May  air  to  a 
very  low  temperature.  On  the  mornino  of  the  1st  of  June  there  was 
a  slight  fall  of  snow  in  tliis  city,  and  the  ladies  were  observed  in  the 
streets  in  the  afternoon  with  their  hands  ensconced  in  muffs,  as  though 
it  had  been  a  December  day.  The  thermon)eter  at  sunrise  was  down  to 
36  deg.  This  was  followed  by  cold,  damp  weather,  accompanied  by 
dense  fogs,  for  several  days.  On  the  9d),  the  day  on  which  the  influ- 
enza was  first  observed  here,  the  thermometer  rose  to  84  deg. — the 
mean  for  the  day  being  about  73  deg.  At  the  acme  of  the  influenza  in 
this  city,  the    temperature  of   the  atmosphere  for  several  days   ranged 
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from  86  to  96  deg.  We  must  regard  these  vicissitudes  as  mere  coinci- 
dents and  not  causes  of  the  epidemic.  Tlie  electric  theory  lias  been 
invoked,  but  the  experiments  of  Volta  himselt  "  failed  to  detect  any 
electrical  changes  in  the  atmosphere  of  tlie  affected  places."  It  has 
also  been  called  contagious ;  but  we  musi  regard  this  as  the  least  tenable 
theory  yet  advanced.  The  suddenness  with  which  it  appears  over  vast 
extents  of  country — attacking  in  some  instances  "  wiiole  kingdoms  at 
once  " — clearly  indicates  its  non-contagious  character. 

The  last  theory  in  relation   to  the  causes  to  which  we  would   refer,  is 
the  one  which  atiributes  the  disease  to  the  diffusion  of  a  certain  malaria, 
or  materies  morbi,  through  the  air.     The  existence   of  this   malaria  has 
never  been  demonstrated  by  the  nicest  experiments  of  the  chemist  ;    yet 
reasoning  from  analogy,  we  may  conclude  that  such  materies   morbi  do 
exist,  for,  ahhough  we  have  abundant  reason    for  believing  in   the  exist- 
ence of  a  miasm  which    is   the   prohfic  source   of  intermittent  fever,  yet 
this  m'asm  has  never  been  detected    by   the    most  careful  operations  in 
analyiical  chemistry.     Without  enteiing  into  the  discussion  of  the  various 
speculations  under  this  head,  we  would   say  that   we  are  fully  inclined 
to  the   opinion  that  the   epideinic   is  caused   by  some   peculiar   virus  or 
noxious  matter    diffused    througli     the    atmosphere.      As  we  before  ob- 
served, this   has  never   been    detected    by   the  nicest  chemical  manipula- 
tions ;   but  this  does   not  detract   from  the  probability  of  its  existence,  lor 
the   reasons   assigned   above.       One    of  the   strongest   considerations   we 
have  lor  referring  the  origin   to  malaria,  is  the  .striking  identity  of  these 
epi'lemirs    at   tl)e  different    periods  of    their  visitation,   and  in    different 
countries.     No  one  can  fail  to  notice  the  great  similarity  of  the  symptoms 
of  the  influenza  of  1836  and  7,  and  that  of  the   present  epiflemic.      In- 
deed   the    identity  of  the   two   is   settled  beyond  a  doubt.      So  also  with 
the  epidemics  of  1675,  l76-<i,  1733,   1743,  and    1833.     It  is  clear  that 
this  identity  cannot  be  explained  by  a  reference  to  atmospheric  vicissitudes, 
however   great    they    may   have    been  ;    but   that  these  changes  it]    the 
weather  may  have  had  a  modifying  influence  upon   the  disease,  we  are 
not  disposed    to   deny.     Dr.  Forry,  in    his  excellent   article  on  epidemic 
influenza,  after  defending  the  position  which  he  takes — that  the  influenza 
depends  upon  soirie   peculiar  virus,  a   materies  morbi — says:   "  Upon  the 
whole,  it  is  most  probable  that  the  atmosphere  is  the  medium  in  diffus- 
ing the  virus,  and  that  modifications  result  not  only  from  changes  in  this 
medium,  hut  from  the  endemic  hifluences  of  particular  localities." 

Symptoms. — Of  the  peculiarities  of  the  various  epidemics  we  need 
not  speak.  Tlie  symptoms  of  the  present  epidemic  bear  the  same  gene- 
ral characteristics  of  those  which  have  preceded  it.  It  is  generally  in- 
troduced by  a  slight  chill,  sometimes  followed  by  rigors.  There  is  great 
lassitude  and  depression  of  strength,  pain  in  the  Iiead,  back  and  lower 
extremities.  The  pain  in  the  head  is  at  first  very  severe,  attended 
by  a  determination  of  the  circulation  to  the  brain,  coryza  and  an  acrid 
discharge  from  the  nose.  This  is  generally  followed  by  inflammation 
of  the  fauces  and  larynx,  attended  with  a  severe  cough  and  soreness, 
extending  down  the  anterior  walls  of  the  chest,  with  a  sense  of  constric- 
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lion  of  the  cliest.  In  sonue  cases  the  cerebral  symjDtoms  have  been  of  a 
verv  severe  character,  amnuntinu;  in  some  instances  to  actual  inflamma- 
tion. Inordinate  depression  of  strength  and  vertigo,  have  been  very 
promiiieni  symptoms  in  this  epidemic.  In  many  instances  the  disease 
has  assumed  the  Ibrm  of  pleiuitis,  and  sometimes  that  of  pneumonia. 
The  complications  of  this  alfection  have  varied  with  the  predispositions  of 
the  individual  attacked,  as  well  as  w  ith  the  endemic  influences  of  the  lo- 
cality. In  some,  tonsillitis  is  the  complication,  while  others  are  afTected 
with' bronchial  mucous  inflammation,  attended  with  difficult  and  oppress- 
ed breathinn;.  In  very  many  instances,  especially  in  children,  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  was  affected,  as  manifested  by 
diarrhcea  and  mucous  discharges.  In  many  cases  the  inflammation  of 
the  schneiderian  membrane  commenced  and  progressed  as  the  inflamma- 
tion and  soreness  of  the  throat  subsided.  The  duration  of  the  attack  is 
usuallv  from  one  to  seven  or  ten  days,  but  in  some  instances  continuing 
much  lon^^er.  In  our  own  case,  it  terminated  on  the  evening  of  the  first 
day  by  profuse  perspiration,  without  any  medical  treatment. 

Fro"-nosis. — The  mortality  of  the  influenza  lias  varied  with  each  oc- 
currence of  the  epidemic.  It  is  said  that  during  the  influenza  of  1580, 
9000  died  of  the  disease  at  Rome,  which,  according  to  Wierus,  was  in 
consequence  of  bleeding.  The  epidemic  of  1729  and  30  was  very  fatal 
at  Paris  and  London — destroying  in  the  latter  city  a  thousand  a  week. 
But  notwithstanding  these  records  of  mortality,  it  is  true  that  uncompli- 
cated influenza  rarely  destroys  life.  According  to  Ozanam,  who  made  a 
calculation  of  the  n)ortality  of  all  the  recorded  instances  of  epidemic  ca- 
tarrh, the  deaths,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  were  about  two  per  cent, 
of  the  number  attacked.  Dr.  Forry  thinks  that  the  mortality  in  the  city 
of  New  York  is  much  greater  than  two  per  cent.,  and  that  a  thousand 
shall,  in  the  course  of  six  or  twelve  months,  be  numbered  among  the 
victims  of  the  present  epidemic  ;  and  he  fully  establishes  this  view  by  a 
digest  of  the  weekly  reports  of  interments  in  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York.  He  says  that  "  in  those  who  have  died  of  the  malady,  anatomi- 
cal examinations  generally  reveal  some  associated  disease — for  example, 
the  chief  victims  have  always  been  found  among  the  aged  and  asthmatic, 
those  susceptible  to  disease  of  the  lungs  and  of  full  oppressed  habits." 

From  a  careful  digest  which  we  have  made  of  the  "  Reports  of  Inter- 
ments "  in  this  city,  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  for  the  last 
six  years,  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  bills  of  mortality  have 
been  greatly  increased  during  those  two  months  of  this  year,  by  the  in- 
fluenz'a,  complicated  though  it  maybe.  The  average  number  of  inter- 
ments in  the  month  of  June  for  six  years  past  (including  1843)  is  32  ; 
while  the  number  interred  this  year  was  46.  The  average  number  of 
interments  in  the  month  of  July  for  the  same  period,  is  38  ;  while  the 
number  interred  this  year  was  58,  which  was  greater  by  sixteen  than  the 
highest  number  for  any  month  of  July  for  the  last  five  years.  The  num- 
bed of  deaths  reported  from  influenza  in  June  was  only  two,  and  the  same 
number  in  July  ;  but  please  notice  the  great  increase  of  deaths  from 
"  summer  complaints  "  and  inflammation   of  the  bowels  in  July.     For 
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the  last  five  years  the  average  number  of  deaths  in  the  month  of  Jul  y 
from  summer  complaints  (so  termed  in  the  Reports),  was  two,  and  the 
number  from  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  three.  The  number  of  deaths 
from  "summer  complaints"  in  July,  1843,  was  12;  and  the  number 
from  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  5.  The  number  of  deaths  in  June, 
from  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  was  7 — which  was  a  larger  number 
than  ordinary  for  that  month.  On  the  decline  of  the  influenza  in  this 
city,  large  numbers  of  children  were  affected  with  diarrhoea  of  a  very 
prostrating  character,  and  at  one  time  it  threatened  a  great  destruction  of 
that  class  of  patients.  The  diarrhoea  in  many,  if  not  most  cases,  super- 
vened on  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  the  influenza. 

The  pathological  appearances  exhibited  in  those  who  have  died  of 
influenza  are  chiefly  as  follows  : — the  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  and 
bronchi  is  of  a  deep-red  color,  flakes  of  lymph  are  sometimes  observed 
on  the  cordas  vocales  and  in  the  ventricles,  the  trachea  is  found  injected 
and  covered  with  a  glossy-looking  mucus,  the  lungs  are  surcharged  with 
a  sero-mucous  looking  fluid,  the  lower  portions  being  engorged  and  some- 
times consolidated. 

Treatment. — x\lthough  there  has  been  an  apparent  discrepancy  in  the 
views  of  the  profession,  at  different  periods,  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
influenza,  yet  it  is  cleariy  owing  to  the  variation  of  the  symptoms  which 
coii^f  tuie  the  peculiarities  of  the  different  epidemics.  In  the  ordinary 
manifestations  of  the  disease,  little  else  is  necessary  than  to  regulate  the 
diet.  Indeed,  hundreds  of  thousands  are  cured  by  the  recuperative  ef- 
fort>^  of  nature  alone,  and  in  very  many  instances  homoeopathy  and  ani- 
mal magnetism  have  had  the  credit  of  it.  Shades  of  Hippocrates  !  What  ! 
the  influenza  cured  by  infinitesimal  doses  of  the  shade  of  a  shadow  !  And 
three  sweeps  of  a  magician's  wand,  and  as  many  repetitions  of  tlie  in- 
cantations of  the  juggler,  put  to  flight  all  the  pain,  and  dyspnoea,  and 
cough,  and  coryza,  and  aching  bones  and  bursting  heads,  which  this 
"raging  epidemic"  would  compel  us  to  bear!  Yes,  so  say  the  wor- 
shippers of  Hahnemann  and  Mesmer. 

When  it  becomes  necessary  to  employ  remedies,  it  is  generally  suffi- 
cient to  administer  some  active  saline  cathartic.  Thompson  strongly  re- 
commends at  the  onset  of  the  disease  a  dose  of  calomel,  combined  with 
coinp.  ext.  of  colocynth,  followed  by  a  saline  purgative.  If  it  is  found 
necessary  to  repeat  the  cathartics,  those  of  the  mildest  kind  should  be  se- 
lected, for  the  frequent  exhibition  of  purgatives  tends  to  increase  the  irri- 
bility  of  the  intestines  and  dangerously  depress  the  vital  energies.  With 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  bloodletting,  there  is  a  variety  of  opinions. 
Ozanam  says,  that  of  52  epidemic  catarrhs  which  have  prevailed  in 
Europe,  bleeding  was  found  useful  in  39,  hurtful  in  10,  and  useless  in  3. 
In  determining  the  question  of  bloodletting,  we  are  to  be  guided  by  the 
state  of  the  pulse  ;  but  still,  we  must  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  inflamma- 
tions in  this  disease  are  to  be  treated  less  actively  than  in  sporadic  cases. 
We  have  seen  cases,  however,  complicated  with  pneumonia  and  pleu- 
ritis,  in  which  prompt  bloodletting  was  productive  of  signal  relief.  Both 
Dr.  Thompson  and  Dr.  Forry  speak   disparagingly  of  the  use  of  opium, 
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at  least  in  the  onset  of  the  disease — affirming  that  it  increases  the  febrile 
irritation,  aggravates  the  pain  in  the  head  and  checks  expectoration  ; 
but  we  must  be  allowed  to  express  our  opinion  that  when  opium  has  such 
effects,  it  has  not  been  administered  in  proper  doses.  They  describe  the 
effects  of  a  small  dose  in  inflammatory  affections,  but  7iot  the  effects  of  a 
large  dose.  It  must  be  given  in  sedative  doses,  be  they  more  or  less. 
Of  the  management  of  the  various  complications  of  influenza,  I  need 
not  speak  ;  suffice  it  to  say,  however,  that  they  are  to  be  treated  on  gene- 
ral [)rinciples. 

SequelcE. — Thompson  remarks  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a 
modified  condition  of  the  atmosphere  may  remain  for  years  after  the  pre- 
valence of  tlie  epidemic,  and  occasion  a  liability  to  affections  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  to  which  the  term  injluenzoid  might  be  applied.  But  we 
think  it  much  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  liabihiy  to  bronchial 
affections  is  a  sequela  of  the  original  attack,  rather  than  that  there  exists 
an  "  influenzoid "  atmosphere.  The  structures  upon  which  the  epi- 
demic spent  its  force,  are  for  years  in  some  subjects  susceptible  of  de- 
rangement, and  hence  we  have  as  sequelae,  chronic  bronchitis,  asthma, 
rheumatism,  neuralgia  and  intestinal  irritation.  There  is  abundant  evi- 
dence that  pinhisis  is  often  called  into  activity  in  those  of  a  tubercular 
diathesis  ;  and  hence  we  may  infer  that  for  several  years  to  come,  the 
mortality  from  that  disease  will  be  greater  than  for  a  few  years  past. 
Endocarditis  and  pericarditis  have  also  been  observed  as  sequelae.  Ob- 
stinate dyspepsia,  and  other  functional  disorders  of  the  digestive  system, 
are  among  the  consequences  of  the  epidemic. 

Rochester,  N.  T.,  Aug.,  1843. 


SYMPATHY— METASTASIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  literal  meaning  of  sympathy,  is  the  suffering  or  affection  of 
two  separate  parts  of  the  body  at  the  same  time.  The  term  sympathy 
is  derived  from  a  Greek  word  sii^nifying  to  sxffer  together.  The  an- 
cients, who  were  given  more  to  observation  than  to  theory,  probably  in- 
tended no  more  by  the  term  than  its  literal  meaning  imports.  But,  alas  1 
how  many  conjectural  principles  in  science  and  medicine,  have  been  the 
mere  spawns  of  old  Latin  and  Greek  words.  We  have  deified  these 
old  languages,  and  peopled  them  with  a  race  of  mental  images  to  which 
Hippocrates  and  Galen  were  total  strangers. 

The  principle  termed  sympathy  is  not  true  ;  it  is  not  founded  on  facts. 
It  is  founded  upon  loose  and  careless  observations.  Mysterious  affinities 
have  been  supposed  to  subsist  between  different  parts  of  the  body  ;  be- 
tween the  uterus  and  breasts  in  females ;  and  between  the  throat  and 
testicles  in  males ;  between  the  stomach  and  brain,  the  brain  and  the 
liver,  the  kidneys  and  the  stomach,  &.c.  These  affinities,  which  amount 
in  fact  to  independent  beings,  little  deities,  are  supposed  by  many  medical 
writers  to  be  almost  innumerable. 
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The  known  anatotnical  and  physical  media  tlirougli  wliicli  the  entire 
system  or  any  two  or  more  of  its  parts  may  be  affected,  at  the  same 
time,  are  the  following: — 1.  The  sanguiferous  system,  which  extends 
through  the  whole  and  every  part  of  the  human  body.  2.  The  nervous 
system.  3.  Tlie  digestive  system,  including  the  lacteal  and  lym|)hatic 
system.  4.  The  respiratory  system,  which  gives  vilality  to  the  hlood. 
5.  Tlie  power,  wherever  situated,  which  causes,  increases,  and  de[)resses 
the  animal  heat.  Through  all  or  any  one  of  thpse  media,  those  plienome- 
na  attributed  to  the  operation  of  sympathy  may  be  produced  ;  but  chiefly, 
I  imagine,  through  the  media  of  the  arterial  system  and  the  power  wliich 
originates  the  heat  of  the  body. 

Tile  most  striking  illustration  of  the  principle  of  sympathy,  is  in  the 
fancied  relation  subsisting  between  the  testicles  and  the  muscles  of  the 
voice  at  the  age  of  puberty.  But  this  coincident  is  e;isily  explained 
without  resorting  to  occult  principles.  The  voice  of  boys  at  the  age  of 
puberty  is  observed  to  become  hoarse,  loud  and  untuneful.  At  this  age 
there  is  a  remarkable  development  of  the  wiiole  system  ;  every  muscle, 
tissue  and  organ  in  the  body,  increases  rnpidly  in  size  and  in  sireniiih. 
The  muscles  of  the  voice  become  developed  in  connnon  with  every  other 
part  of  the  system,  and  of  course  in  the  office  of  speech,  wliich  they  per- 
form, a  greater  degree  of  strength  anri  expansion  of  sound  takes  place. 
The  development  both  of  the  testicles  and  the  organs  of  S[)eech,  is  the 
effect  of  a  common  cause,  viz.,  the  growth  of  these  parts  in  common 
with  every  other  part  of  the  system.  The  development  of  the  testicles 
and  of  the  voice  do  not  always  coincide  in  point  of  tinie;  sometimes  the 
change  in  the  voice  will  precede,  by  many  months,  the  perfection  of  the 
male  organs  of  generation,  and  the  reverse.  The  development  of  the 
liver,  or  the  lungs,  at  the  age  of  puberty,  is  just  as  kkely  to  occasion  a 
change  of  the  voice  as  the  development  of  the  organs  of  generation. 
Why  not  say  that  the  change  of  the  voice  causes  the  development  of  the 
testicles  ? 

Another  link  in  the  mysterious  chain  of  sympathy,  is  supposed  to  sub- 
sist between  the  uterus  and  the  breasts.  They  both  grow  at  the  same 
time  !  Sure  enough;  and  what  part  of  the  youn<i  female  does  not  grow, 
and  most  rapidly  too,  at  the  age  of  puberty  ?  These  parts  experience  a 
development  in  common  with  the  muscles  and  the  organs  of  the  whole 
system,  and  one  of  these  parts  is  no  more  the  cause  of  the  perfectibility 
of  the  other,  than  the  growth  of  a  muscle  in  the  leg  is  the  cause  of  the 
growth  of  a  n)nscle  in  the  arm. 

Sympathy  is  again  called  into  play  to  explain  the  connection  supposed 
to  subsist  between  the  breasts  and  the  uterus  in  the  process  of  concep- 
tion, gestation,  and  birth  of  the  child.  But  what  part  of  the  system,  I 
ask  again,  is  not  affected  by  the  conception  and  hirth  of  a  child  ?  Everv 
part,  during  a  healthy  gestation,  is  enlarged  ;  the  heat  of  the  body  is 
raised,  and  the  blood  circulates  with  more  force.  The  new  intpetus  j,nven 
to  the  blood  and  the  increase  of  heat  are  the  very  causes  one  would  he 
most  likely  to  assign  for  a  consummation  of  the  office  of  the  breasts.  A 
greater    heat   and   a  fuller  supply  of  blood,  would    form   a   filter  nidus 
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for  the  perfection  of  any  of  the  organs.  The  simple  increase  of  heat 
would  alone  account  for  the  full  development  of  the  breasts  and  the  se- 
cretion of  the  milk.  The  secretion  of  the  milk  will  continue  for  two  and 
and  three  years  after  the  hirth  of  ihe  child  and  the  return  of  the  uterus 
to  its  natural  state.  Do  the  breasts  still  continue  to  sympathize  with  the 
uterus  ?  In  the  meantime,  another  child  will  be  conceived  ;  what  be- 
comes of  sympathy  in  this  case?  The  stimulation  of  the  arteries  of  the 
uterus  causes  a  stimulation  of  the  whole  arterial  system,  and  consequently 
of  all  the  other  organs  and  parts  of  the  body.  The  stomach  is  affected 
with  sickness,  the  head  with  dizziness,  and  the  whole  system  with  a 
greater  degree  of  heat  ;  each  part  manifests  its  affection  in  its  own  pecu- 
liar way. 

This  principle  of  sympathy  does  not  work  both  ways.  I  have  seen 
the  most  severe  local  afTections  of  the  breasts  without  the  slightest  parti- 
cle of  friendly  participation  on  the  part  of  the  uterus.  In  cancerous  af- 
fections of  the  breasts,  the  uterus  does  not  appear  to  be  affected  any  more 
than  the  other  parts  of  the  body.  And  in  inflammations  of  the  breasts, 
the  uterus  is  no  more  affected  than  any  other  of  the  organs.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  uterus  is  often  affected  with  leucorrhoea,  menorrhagia, 
cancer  and  hydatids,  without  the  sligiitest  corresponding  affection  of  the 
breasts.  The  breasts  appear  to  stand  solitary  and  alone,  excepting 
on  a  few  special  occasions  ;  and  the  principle  of  sympathy  evidently 
dodges'  its  duty  at  its  own  pleasure. 

The  venereal  disease  and  the  mumps  are  supposed  to  furnish  an  illus- 
tration of  the  principle  of  sympathy.  In  the  mumps  the  parotid  glands 
are  inflamed,  swelled  and  painful,  and  the  whole  system  is  affected  as 
with  a  common  cold.  The  testicles  sometimes,  not  always,  become 
swelled  and  sore  to  the  touch.  In  this  case,  two  distant  parts  become 
apparently  more  affected  than  the  other  parts  of  the  system.  In  the 
measles,  the  skin  and  the  lungs  are  the  two  parts  most  affected  ;  and  in  a 
common  cold,  the  glands  in  the  groins  called  kernels,  and  the  schneiderian 
membrane,  will  often  be  inflamed  together.  Are  these  parts  affected 
from  sympathy  ?  At  the  age  of  puberty,  the  testicles  and  the  larynx,  or 
the  organ  of  the  voice,  are  the  two  grand  points  of  sympathy  ;  but  in 
the  mumps,  the  sympathy  is  between  the  testicles  and  the  parotid  glands. 
In  the  venereal  disease  the  points  of  sympathy  are  still  more  changed. 
Instead  of  being  between  the  testicles  and  the  organs  of  the  voice,  or 
the  parotid  glands,  it  is  between  the  glans  penis  and  pharynx,  or  posterior 
nares  and  uvula.  The  true  history  of  the  thing,  appears  to  be  this.  In 
the  venereal  disease,  the  infection  commonly  begins  on  the  glans  penis, 
and  in  time,  often  very  distant,  when  all  disease  has  disappeared  from  the 
part  originally  affected,  the  pharynx,  not  the  organ  of  the  voice,  will  be- 
come ulcerated,  and  the  ulceration  will  extend  to  the  uvula  and  to  the 
nose.  After  the  infection  has  penetrated  the  whole  system,  for  it  often 
shows  itself  in  the  skin  before  it  appears  in  the  throat,  these  parts  not 
being  protected  by  a  thick  integument,  and  consequently  more  exposed  to 
exciting  causes  of  various  kinds,  manifest  the  infection  more  readily  than 
the  other  parts  of  the  system.     That  the  infection  is  a  general  one,  every 


Necrosis  of  the  Skull.  1 1 9 

physician  knows  ;  and  that  it  should  operate  more  severely  in  one  part 
than  in  another,  is  nothing  strange.  No  disease  operates  equally  over 
the  whole  system  ;  and  consequently  must  manifest  itself  earlier  and 
more  visibly  in  some  parts  than  in  others. 

The  mumps  in  females,  manifest  themselves  in  the  parotid  glands  and 
in  ilie  breasts,  and  not  in  the  organs  of  generation  as  in  males.  But  in 
no  other  instance  are  the  breasts  ever  known  to  atiect  the  parotid  glands, 
or  the  parotid  glands  to  affect  the  breasts.  In  the  venereal  disease,  there 
is  the  same  manifestation  of  sympathy  between  the  pharynx  and  organs 
of  generation  in  females  as  in  males,  but  nothing  of  the  kind  takes  place 
in  the  mumps.  The  truth  is,  that,  in  cynanche  parotidea,  as  in  the 
measles,  and  common  colds,  different  parts  are  affected  by  the  same 
cause. 

By  many  medical  writers  the  stomach  is  supposed  to  sympathize  with 
every  other  part  of  the  body,  and  every  other  part  of  the  body  with  the 
stomach.  The  stomach  has  a  connection  with  every  part  of  the  system 
by  means  of  the  arterial  system.  Or,  in  other  words,  the  stomach  is  situ- 
ated at  the  extremity  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  arterial  system,  and 
whatever  affects  this  branch  of  the  system,  affects  the  entire  arterial  sys- 
tem in  the  same  way.  If  this  branch  is  stimulated,  the  whole  arterial 
system  is  stimulated  ;  if  this  is  weakened,  the  whole  is  weakened  ;  if  this 
is  contracted,  the  whole  is  contracted  ;  or  if  this  is  expanded,  the  whole 
is  expanded.  The  stomach  is  also  connected  with  the  system  in  general 
through  the  medium  of  the  nerves  and  by  its  digestive  function.  But 
there  is  no  evidence  that  the  stomach  holds  any  special  communion  with 
other  parts  in  consequence  of  its  connection  to  them  by  the  nervous  sys- 
tem. Indeed,  I  believe  the  stomach  to  influence  the  other  organs  much 
less  through  the  medium  of  the  nerves  than  through  that  of  the  arterial 
system,  or  of  its  digestive  function. 

Metastasis  must  be  the  subject  of  another  essay.  D.  B.  Slack. 

Providence,  Aug.  2Sth,  1843. 


NECROSIS  OF   THE   SKULL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  take  the  liberty  to  communicate  the  following  case  of  ne- 
crosis of  the  skull,  which  1  hare  recently  had  under  treatment.  Perhaps 
you  may  think  it  worthy  a  place  in  your  Journal. 

On  the  13th  of  February  last  I  was  called  to  examine  a  female  patient, 
aged  about  45,  laboring  under  extensive  disease  (necrosis)  of  the  skull, 
of  long  standing.  Her  short  history  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — About 
twenty-five  years  since  she  received  an  injury  upon  the  left  side  of  the 
head,  from  the  falling  of  a  stone  from  a  building,  which  produced,  as 
was  then  supposed,  a  slight  fracture  of  the  outer  table,  with  severe  con- 
cussion, rendering  her  insensible  most  of  the  time,  for  ten  days.  She  re- 
covered, however,  under  ordinary  treatment  without  an  operation,  so  far 
as  to  be  able  to  go  about  her  usual   business.     From  that  to  the  time  of 
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my  first  visit,  has  had  at  intervals,  partial  derangement  of  the  mental  facul- 
ties, confusion  and  want  of  consciousness  of  time  and  place  ;  continuing 
sometimes  for  a  few  days,  but  remembering  with  accuracy  all  that  hap- 
pened up  to  these  periods,  and  afterwards.  Partial  paralysis  of  the  su- 
perior extremities  of  the  side  affected,  and  general  wasting  of  the  muscles 
and  integuments.  Small  ulcers  occasionally  opening  at  different  points 
in  the  scalp,  discharging  more  or  less  sanious  matter,  which  always  re- 
lieved the  confusion  of  ideas  at  the  time.  These  openings  would  again 
close  and  remain  so,  sometimes  from  one  to  three  years.  About  five 
years  ago,  as  she  says,  "  she  was  exposed  to  severe  cold  and  froze  the 
top  of  her  head."  Immediately  after  which,  two  large  openings  appeared, 
the  size  of  a  quarter  of  a  dollar,  one  directly  over,  and  within  an  inch  of 
the  left  superciliary  arch  ;  the  other  an  inch  above  the  middle  portion  of 
the  lambdoidal  suture.  From  these  ulcers  a  profuse  discharge  has  con- 
stantly kept  up  for  the  last  three  years.  On  examination  I  found  a 
small  spicula  of  dead  bone  pointing  at  each  of  these  ulcers.  Seizing  the 
two  points  with  strong  forceps,  the  whole  left  side  of  the  skull  seemed  to 
be  slightly  moveable. 

The  constitution  of  the  patient  had  become  so  enfeebled  by  the  long- 
continued  exhausting  discharges,  and  her  situation  and  circumstances  not 
very  conducive  to  recovery,  I  deemed  any  operation,  at  this  late  period, 
hardly  warrantable.  However,  as  the  patient  and  her  friends  were  not  only 
willing,  but  very  anxious  that  something  should  be  done,  I  resolved  to 
undertake  the  removal  of  the  dead  bone,  as  the  only  remaining  chance  for 
her  safety — as  the  system  was  fast  sinking — and  even  this  afforded  but 
little  encouragement,  for  it  was  impossible  to  forete!  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  operation  required,  by  an  external  examination.  The  inference 
was,  that  the  powers  of  life  must  soon  yield,  and  that  any  operation,  how- 
ever hazardous,  would  not  materially  hasten  that  period.  Tiiis  was  the 
sensible  reasoning  of  the  patient. 

The  patient  having  already  prepared  herself,  was  placed  on  a  seat, 
with  the  head  inclined  towards  the  only  window  in  the  house,  and  well 
supported  by  an  assistant  ;  I  proceeded  to  divide  the  scalp,  carrying  the 
scalpel  from  one  opening  to  the  other,  a  distance  of  about  seven  inches, 
half  an  inch  to  the  left  of  the  median  line,  or  sagittal  suture.  This  at 
once  exposed  the  whole  extent  of  the  bone,  it  being  denuded  mostly  of  its 
pericranium.  Alter  securing  two  or  three  branches  of  the  occipital  and 
temporal  arteries,  as  tliey  were  much  enlarged,  the  scalp  was  thov\  n  off  each 
way  from  the  incision.  On  the  left  side  the  dissection  was  carried  to  within 
an  inch  of  the  squamous  suture,  before  the  outline  of  the  disea'-e  could  be 
determined  in  that  direction.  The  left  [)arietal  bone  was  loose,  and  easily 
separated  from  its  fellow,  at  the  sagittal  suture,  so  that  the  elevator  could 
be  introduced  without  the  use  of  the  trephine.  Here  a  difficulty  occurred 
in  raising  the  dead  bone,  as  it  embraced  all  of  the  parietal,  anterior  to 
the  parietal  foramen,  and  more  than  half  the  left  os  frontis,  so  interlocked 
with  spicula  of  new  bone,  that  to  throw  out  so  large  a  piece,  witli  its 
ragtred  edges,  the  elevator  under  one  side  only,  would  probably  endanijer 
the  brain.     1  next  proceeded  to  divide   the  dead  portion  with  the  cock's- 
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comb  saw,  near  the  line  of  the  coronal  suture,  then  by  means  of  two  or 
three  elevators,  raised  and  removed  the  frontal  portion  first,  a  partial  line 
of  den)arcation  having  taken  place.  Here  the  saw  also  became  neces- 
sary, as  many  points  of  new  bone  were  found  shooting  and  interlocking 
into  the  dead  portion,  requiring  to  be  separated  before  it  would  yield  to 
prudent  force  ;  then  raising  the  sagittal  edge  of  the  parietal  over  its  fellow, 
J  drew  it  forcibly  from  its  connection  with  the  os  temporum,  at  the  squa- 
mous suture.  This  at  once  exposed  the  entire  superior  surface  of  the 
cerebrum  of  the  left  side,  covered  at  some  points  with  pus  and  sanious 
matter,  presenting  the  appearance  at  first  view  of  one  general  diseased 
mass.  The  dura  mater  was  wanting,  as  was  also  the  pericranium — the 
disease  having  extended  from  the  external  to  the  internal  surface,  and 
throughout  its  whole  extent. 

Here  many  points  of  deep  interest  attracted  our  attention.  On  clear- 
ing away  the  matter,  the  brain,  with  its  pia  mater  in  perfect  order,  was 
seen  packed  away,  as  if  intelligently  avoiding  injury,  occupying  the  lower 
part  of  the  cavity,  leaving  a  space  above  between  it  and  the  bone,  of  an 
inch  and  a  half,  or  more,  and  by  its  violent  pulsations  gave  abundant 
evidence  that  it  was  still  striving  to  perform  its  functions.  The  longitudi- 
nal sinus  was  seen  enclosed  in  its  fold  of  the  dura  mater,  having  been  de- 
tached by  the  ulcerative  process  from  the  dead  bone,  but  adhering  firmly 
to  the  healthy  side.  I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  that  the  whole  of  the 
parietal  bone  was  removed.  A  line  drawn  from  the  parietal  foramen  to 
the  highest  point  of  the  squamous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone,  would 
be  libout  the  line  of  demarcation.  Thus  avoiding  most  wisely,  the  prin- 
cip;d  branches  of  the  great  meningeal  artery — leaving,  of  course,  the 
temporal  and  occipital  ani,de  of  the  bone  sound.  The  patient  was  calm 
and  collected  during  the  whole  operation,  which  occupied  nearly  half  an 
hour,  answering  questions  intelligently,  except  for  a  moment  when  the 
brain  was  first  exposed  ;  and  when  attempts  were  made  to  clear  the  sur- 
face, she  seemed  drowsy,  complained  of  deafness,  and  inclined  to  faint, 
but  soon  roused  by  the  use  of  diffusible  stimulants  and  wine. 

The  wound  was  cleansed,  scalp  replaced,  and  secured  by  sutures  and 
straps,  and  the  patient  put  to  bed — feeling,  as  she  expressed  herself,  much 
belter  than  she  had  done  for  years  before.  Previous  to  the  operation  for 
a  long  time,  she  had  been  afflicted  at  times  with  extreme  pain  down  the 
left  side  of  the  neck,  extending  to  the  left  lung  and  stomach,  occasion- 
ally cramp  of  the  left  arm  and  muscles  of  the  neck,  twitching  of  the  left 
eye,  &;c.  All  these  difficulties  ceased  tlie  same  day  of  the  operation, 
and  have  not  returned  up  to  this  time.  The  patient  was  immediately  put 
upon  a  liberal  nutritious  diet  of  animal  food  and  porter,  and  every  atten- 
tion paid  to  her  comfort.  No  unusual  degree  of  inflammation  arose. 
The  scalp  healed  kindly  by  the  first  intention,  osseous  matter  soon  began 
to  be  deposited,  and  up  to  this  time  (six  months  since  the  operation)  has 
continued  to  do  well.  Bony  arches  are  shooting  over  at  many  points, 
which,  with  a  slight  approximation  of  the  sides  of  the  opening,  is  fast 
forming  a  substantial  covering.  A  small  opening  was  left  for  a  few  weeks, 
at  the  anterior  extremity  for  the  exit  of  matter,  through  which  the  brain 
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could  be  seen  gradually  expanding,  and  apparently  resuming  its  functions. 
The  patient  walks  and  rides,  is  cheerful  and  intelligent,  and  bids  fair  to 
repair  the  breach  yet  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  facts  in  tliis  case, 
go  to  establish  a  physiological  fact  of  vast  practical  importance,  that  the 
human  system,  pliysically  and  mentally,  is  made  up  of  two  distinct  halves 
or  parts,  that  their  functions  are  not  necessarily  connected,  but  niay,  and 
do,  go  on  independently.  I  say  of  vast  importance,  in  a  practical  point 
of  view,  because  it  teaches  us  that  lesions  of  structures,  and  even  a  total 
loss  of  portions  of  the  most  important  organs,  do  not  stop  the  machinery, 
or  necessarily  prove  fatal  to  the  animal.  Hence  we  might  often  be  in- 
duced to  resort  to  remedial  measures,  and  as  often  be  astonished  at  our 
success,  in  many  cases  that  are  now  abandoned  to  their  fate,  through  the 
timidity  of  the  practitioner,  to  act  with  boldness  and  decision.  As  in  (lie 
foregoing  case,  one  half  of  the  cerebrum  was  packed  away,  its  healthy 
functions  suspended,  and  therefore  useless,  if  not  destroyed,  as  was  evinc- 
ed in  the  corresponding  deviations  from  healthy  action  in  remote  pans  de- 
pending upon  it  for  their  sensations  and  motions,  if  not  for  their  vitality. 
Yet  the  nutritive,  respiratory,  digestive,  and  all  other  functions,  the  senses, 
&;c.,  were  carried  on.  as  it  appeared,  for  years  with  sufficient  force  nid 
regularity,  for  all  ordinary  purposes.  The  other  animal,  or  the  other  l)alf, 
must  have  been  in  a  comparatively  normal  condition,  to  have  sustained 
all  these  functions  alone,  so  perfectly,  and  no  direct  connection,  nervous 
or  otherwise,  could  have  existed  between  the  parts  diseased,  and  the  cor- 
responding healthy  parts.  This  case  may  also  serve  to  establish  the  no- 
tion of  the  insensibility  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  brain  ;  at  all  events 
experiments  of  this  sort,  upon  the  living  organ  itself,  is  the  only  way  to 
arrive  at  any  conclusion  on  this  point.  In  this  case  the  effects  upon  tiie 
nervous  system  did  not  seem  to  arise  from  irritation  and  disease  of  the 
surface  of  the  brain,  but  from  pressure  by  the  pent  up  matter,  and  thick- 
ening of  parts.  The  brain  was  handled,  sponged,  and  thoroughly  cleans- 
ed, without  any  evidences  of  pain  in  the  part,  or  extremities — the  patient 
only  appearing  a  little  dull,  from  pressure  of  the  sponge.  Besides,  all  the 
unpleasant  symptoms,  before  mentioned,  as  indicating  disturbance  of  the 
nervous  system,  subsided  immediately  on  removing  all  pressure,  leaving 
no  traces  of  irritation  or  inflammation.     I  forbear  any  further  comments. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully  your  ob't  servant, 

Detroit,  Mich.,  1st  Sept.,  1843.  O.   Hill,  M.D. 

P.  S. — This  case  occurred  in  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  near  the  Falls, 
where  I  was  then  residing. 

O.  H. 


CREOSOTE. 

[Communicated  (or  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .loiirnHl.] 

When  1  noticed,  some  two  or  three  months  since,  the  fact,  nuM  unoed 
by  a  common  newspaper  editor,  that  a  young  physician  in  Ha  iini    hid 
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died  in  consequence  of  the  application  of  creosote  to  his  teeth,  I  regretted 
it  extremely.  But  I  felt  not  only  regret  but  surprise  to  see  it  copied, 
without  remarks,  into  your  weekly.  Having  since  learned  of  your  ab- 
sence to  the  West,  I  conclude  this  was  an  oversight  of  some  deputy,  and 
if  ?o,  will  you  allow  me  to  express  my  earnest  hope  that  the  faculty  will 
not  be  defrauded  of  this  excellent  medicine  by  the  error  of  a  political 
journalist.  I  cannot  bear  to  have  it  driven  from  popular  use  because  a 
gentleman  may  have  died  while  using  creosote  in  his  tooth.  1  know  no- 
thing of  the  fact  in  Hartford  ;  but  how  improbable  that  an  intelligent 
young  physician  should  poison  himself  with  any  medicine.  But  suppose 
he  has  done  it  ;  opium  has  done  the  same  as  creosote,  and  nobody  is 
afraid  of  opium.  In  irritable  (iiuces,  tonsils  and  pharynx  :  in  aphonia 
and  minister's  throat  ail  ;  in  short,  in  all  cases  of  passive  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  fauces  and  oesophagus,  the  value  of  creosote  is  not  at  all  known. 
Just  as  the  unlucky  paragraph  from  Hartford  had  gone,  broadcast,  through- 
out the  country  in  the  various  journals,  1  was  one  day  examining  a  cler- 
gyman, from  Vermont,  who  had  been  laid  up  many  years  from  labor  by 
dyspepsia  and  minister's  throat  ail,  when  he  mentioned  he  had  been  under 
Dr.  Twitchell's  care,  of  Keene.  Among  other  things  Dr.  T.  had  given 
him  creosote,  increasing  gradually  to  five  drops,  on  sugar,  with  rain  water 
added,  three  times  daily.  This  dose  he  took,  I  understood  him,  a  week, 
with  great  benefit  to  his  fauces,  throat,  &;c.  He  then  omitted  it  because 
some  tubercles  on  his  tonsils  and  root  of  tongue  had  disappeared. 

In  cases  of  great  morbid  internal  heat  with  neuralgia  and  soft  pulse,  I 
have  given  two  drops  made  into  a  pill  with  gum  Arabic,  three  times  a 
day  in  many  instances.     I  have  never  known  any  injury. 

Will  not  others,  Mr.  Editor,  come  forward  with  the  doses  and  effects 
of  this  article,  under  their  own  observation,  and  thus  co-operate  in  placing 
it  at  once  on  its  proper  basis  ?  Yours  truly, 

Saratoga  Springs,  Aug.  22,  1843.  M.  L.  North. 
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Cure  of  Strabismus. — Some  men  never  injure  themselves  by  being 
ridiculous.  It  is  not  every  one,  however,  who  can  w  th  impunity  speak 
of  his  own  acquirements,  accomplishments  or  success,  without  the  hazard, 
at  least,  of  being  called  an  egotist,  a  simpleton  or  a  lunatic.  A  pamph- 
let  has  been  received  containing  the  names  of  "  upwards  of  7iine  hu7idred 
persons  operated  on  for  the  cure  of  strabismus  or  squinting,  by  T.  J.  Cross- 
man,  M  D.,  ivith  introductory  remarks,  notices  of  the  public  press,  and 
correspondence  of  patients.''''  Well  may  the  doctor  exclaim,  eyes  right,  after 
having  pocketed,  as  acknowledged  on  the  9th  page,  $45,000 !  There  are 
not  many  surgeons   in  the  United   States  v^ho  have  accumulated  so  large 
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a  sum  by  a  long  life  of  industry,  backed  by  a  reputation  for  being  skilful, 
learned,  and  uncommonly  adroit  with  instruments.  Here  is  a  young 
man,  whose  name  rarely,  if  ever,  appears  in  places  where  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  find  a  catalogue  of  distinguished  benefactors  of  the  human  race, 
who  has  secured  a  larger  fortune  within  two  or  three  years,  according  to 
his  own  account,  by  the  practice  of  a  trivial  operation,  than  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  surgeons  on  the  Continent  acquire  in  half  a  century. 
Merit  does  not  find  its  reward  in  some  of  the  professions  in  these  perverse 
limes,  that  is  certain.  And  it  is  equally  well  understood  that  the  person 
who  puts  the  customs  of  modest  men  at  defiance,  by  boldly  heralding  his 
own  claims  and  pretensions,  meets  with  a  multitude  of  admirers  of  cor- 
responding calibre.  But  after  all,  such  an  one  is  an  empiric,  flitting  in 
the  sunshine  of  unsubstantial  renown. 


Officers  of  ihe  Medical  Society  of  New  Hanpshire.  —  On  the  5th  and 
6th  of  June,  1S43,  the  Fellows  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society  cele- 
brated their  fifty-second  anniversary.  The  meeting  was  fully  attended  and 
conducted  with  much  s|)iritand  good  feeling.  Forsome  reason  not  yet  made 
known  by  them,  the  orators  failed  to  discharge  their  duty.  Dr.  A.  O.  Dicky, 
of  Lyme,  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  epidemic  erysipelas,  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  Valley  of  the  Connecticut  during  the  pist  winter,  which 
elicited  some  very  profitable  discussion.  Dr.  James  Baichelder,  of  Marl- 
borough, read  a  memoir  of  Dr.  Luke  Howe,  late  president  of  the  Society. 
Bj''  a  vote  of  the  Society  a  copy  was  requested  for  publication,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  modesty  of  the  writer,  or  his  doubts  as  to  expediency,  it  has 
not  yet  appeared.  It  is  hoped,  however,  the  writer  will  yet  alter  his 
intentions.     The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  for  the  year  : 

Dr.  James  Batchelder,  of  Marlborough,  Preside nL 
Josiah  Bartlett,  of  Stratham,  Vice  President. 
Charles  P.  Gage,  of  Concord,  Secretary. 
R.  P.  I.  Tenney,  of  Loudon,  Treasurer. 

Counsellors. — Hanover  Dickey,  Jr.,  Epsom;  Ezra  Carter,  Concord; 
Joseph  A.  Smith,  Dover;  James,  Farrington,  Rochi^ster  ;  Silas  Cum- 
mings,  Fitzwilliam  ;  Isaac  Colby,  Keetie  ;  Edmond  K.  Peaslee,  Hanover; 
A.  6.  Dickey,  Lyme  ;  Silas  Walker,  Bedford  ;  Z.  Colburn,  Manchester; 
J.C.Eastman,  Hampstead  ;  William  Brown,  Chester;  Peter  P.  Wood- 
bury, Bedford  ;  O.  Scripture,  Hollis. 

Committee  of  Correspondence. — J.  Bartlett,  Stratham  ;  L.  M.  Knight, 
Thornton  ;  J.  H.  Morse,  Manchester;  F.  P.  Filch,  Amherst;  J.  Bachel- 
der,  Marlborough  ;   S.  Drew,  Milton  ;    D.  Crosby,  Hanover. 

Delegates  to  Dartmouth  Medical  Institution. — J.  C.  Eastman,  Hamp- 
stead ;  Moses  T.  Willard,  Concord. 

Orators  for  1844. — D.  Flanders,  Londonderry  ;  Harrison  Eaton,  Mer- 
rimack.     Substitutes,  E.  R.  Peaslee,  Hanover;   A.  Carr,  Gofl\stown. 

Willard  Parker,  of  New  York  city,  was  elected  honorary  member  of  the 
Society. 

Charles  Wells,  Manchester  ;  Thomas  H.  Cochran,  New  Ipswich  ;  John 
Heard.  Milford  ;  Oliver  Scripture,  Hollis;  Charles  T.  Berry,  Pitlsfield, 
and  Otis  French,  Gilmanion,  were  elected  Fellows. 
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Mental  Hygiene. — Having  never  seen  a  copy  of  the  work  by  Dr. 
Sweetser,  our  correspondent  cannot  indulge  the  belief  that  there  is  any 
design  in  withholding  the  meed  of  praise  that  is  due  the  author.  It  is  a 
rule  of  this  office  to  give  appropriate  notices  of  all  books  sent  to  the  Jour- 
nal— and  then  ofier  a  further  civility,  by  lending  them  to  medical  gentle- 
men for  examination,  whenever  requested.  In  this  way  it  is  presumed 
that  effectual  aid  is  given  both  to  the  writer  and  publisher. 

Knowing  the  value  of  former  productions  by  Dr.  Sweetser,  it  is  taken 
for  granted  that  his  experience  and  observation  must  have  made  him,  by 
this  time,  not  only  an  elegant,  but  an  instructive  author.  Should  the 
volume  referred  to  ever  fall  within  our  editorial  ken,  it  shall  in  no  wise  be 
nes'lecled. 


Cnntaginusness  of  Plague. — Under  date  of  June  25th,  a  letter  was 
written  at  Cairo,  in  Egypt,  which  has  already  been  published  in  this  coun- 
try ;  but  that  circumstance  will  not  exclude  it  from  the  Journal.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  name  of  the  writer  has  been  omitted  in  the  copy  before  us. 
He  conveys  an  important  piece  of  sanitary  intelligence,  and  will  therefore 
be  read  extensively  by  physicians.  If  the  simple  application  of  heat  will 
disinfect  and  keep  at  bay  one  of  the  most  terrific  diseases  in  the  catalogue 
of  human  woes,  it  is  no  longer  to  be  dreaded,  nor  its  future  influence  tol- 
erated. We  are  impressed  with  the  opinion,  however,  that  if  this  won- 
derful disinfecting  agent,  heat,  is  as  sovereign  as  represented,  it  is  marvel- 
lously strange  that  it  has  never  before  been  discovered — since  fire  has 
been  known  in  Egypt  before  the  year  1843. 

"  Some  very  important  results  have  been  obtained  by  the  commissioners 
who  have  been  sent  by  the  Russian  government  to  this  country,  in  order 
to  make  experiments  as  to  the  contagion  of  plague,  and  the  means  of  ar- 
resting the  propagation  of  the  /)/?"w.s.  One  most  satisfactory  conclusion  has 
been  already  come  to,  and  if  nothing  nmre  be  done,  that  conclusion  must 
lead  to  the  early  modification  and  final  overthrow  of  the  whole  quarantine 
system  as  at  present  constituted  ;  for  the  commission  have  come  to  the 
unanimous  opinion  that  articles  of  any  sort,  after  having  been  subjected  to 
a  temperature  of  from  50  deg.  to  60  deg.  of  Reauimir's,  cannot  communi- 
cate the  plague. 

The  commissioners  collected  a  large  quantity  of  garments,  of  sundry 
tissues,  and  of  susceptible  raw  materials,  which  were  thoroughly  impreg- 
nated with  the  supposed  virus  of  the  plague.  These  were  placed  in  a 
chamber  heated  by  a  stove  to  the  temperature  of  from  50  deg.  to  60  deg. 
(Reaumur),  some  portions  loose,  s-ome  portions  tied  lightly,  others  closely 
pressed  together,  and  others  in  cases  hermetrically  closed.  They  were 
subjected  to  the  action  of  the  heat  for  48  hours. 

Sixty-six  persons,  of  all  ages  and  temperaments,  including  Turks, 
Egyptians,  Syrians  and  Negroes,  were  clad  in  the  garments  and  put  in 
the  closest  contact  with  the  articles  which  had  been  thus  treated. 

The  result  has  been,  that  not  one  single  person  of  the  sixty-six  has  been 
attacked  by  the  plague,  or  his  health  affected  in  the  slightest  degree  by  the 
experiments  to  lohich  he  has  been  subjected. 

The  commissioners  .state  that  the  quality  of  the  materials  has  not  been 
in  any  way  deteriorated  by  the  action  of  the  heat;  that  the  colors  of  the 
various  manufactured  articles  have  not  been  dimmed  or  changed ;  that  the 
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experiments  have  been  attended  with  scarcely  any  cost ;  and  that  se- 
curities may  thus  be  obtained  against  the  communication  of  plague  at  an 
exceedingly  small  expense." 


Character  of  the  Fever  at  Roiidont. — We  copy  the  following  certificate 
relative  to  the  disease  at  Rondout,  from  the  New  York  papers  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  from  a  full  investigation  of  the  character  of 
the  febrile  disease  now  existing  at  Rondout — an  investigation  based  upon 
the  features  of  the  disease  in  the  living  and  the  appearances  of  the  inter- 
nal organs  after  death — have  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions  : 

1.  The  disease  is  a  bilious  remittent  fever,  with  a  great  tendency  to  as- 
sume the  typhoid  type. 

2.  So  far  as  our  personal  knowledge  extends,  and  so  far  as  we  can  learn 
from  others,  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  there  has  not  been  a  single 
case  of  yellow  fever  in  this  locality,  nor  has  there  been  a  single  case  ac- 
companied with  the  black  vomit  peculiar  to  that  disease. 

3.  As  regards  the  question  of  the  contagious  nature  of  this  disease,  our 

opinion  in  the  negative  is  equally  decided. 

James  R.  Manley,  M.D.,  )     ^  tvt       v    i     -f., 
e  -IT  i\T  rk       ^  of  New  York  city. 

OAMUEL    f  ORRY,    iVl.U.,  )  •' 

Edwin  Jewett,  M.D.,  of  Rosendale. 

The  schooner  Vanda,  which  is  charged  with  having  introduced  the 
yellow  fever  into  Rondout,  arrived  at  Boston  early  last  week,  in  good 
health  and  condition,  but  left  the  port  immediately  for  Bangor,  without 
coming  to  a  wharf — in  consequence  of  the  cargo  (coal)  having  been  sold 
at  that  place. 


Vahtable  old  Anatomical  Plates. — A  gentleman  has  left  in  the  care  of 
the  editor,  several  thin  folios  of  anatomical  plates,  and  some  illustrative  of 
the  surgery  of  hernia,  that  would  be  greatly  prized,  it  is  believed,  by 
those  who  are  in  pursuit  of  rare  works.  They  may  be  had  very  reason- 
ably.    Among  them  are  Eustachius,  Scarpa,  &c. 


New  York  Journal  of  Medicine. — In  consequence  of  being  from  home 
a  considerable  time,  no  opportunity  has  occurred  before  for  speaking  of 
Dr.  Ferry's  new  Journal,  with  that  attention  which  it  truly  merits.  The 
papers  on  the  Endemic  Influence  of  Evil  Government,  in  Minorca  ;  Com- 
plicated Menstruation  ;  Dr.  Watson's  Observations  on  Obscure  and  Re- 
mote Effects  of  Syphilis  ;  together  with  the  Editor's  two  articles  on  Epi- 
demic Influenza  and  British  Army  Medical  Statistics,  will  compare  favora- 
bly with  the  very  best  productions  of  the  medical  periodical  press  in  any 
country.  There  never  was  a  better  beginning — since  there  is  learning, 
industry  and  good  judgment  exhibited  throughout  the  whole  No.  Dr. 
Forry's  reputation  as  a  writer  makes  it  very  certain  that  much  is  expect- 
ed of  him  in  his  new  and  perplexing  capacity  of  an  editor  ;  but  he  is 
fully  competent  to  the  laborious  undertaking.  We  look  forward  with 
the  expectation  of  seeing  his  Journal  conducted  with  firmness,  dignity 
and  distinguished  ability.  If  the  profession  of  New  York,  and  wherever 
else  the  claims  of  this  new  candidate  for  patronage  is  made  known,  do  not 
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exert  themselves  to  sustain  it  both  cheerfully  and  bountifully,  the  hope  of 
maintaining  a  medical  journal  of  character  in  that  city,  must  be  wholly 
abandoned  for  many  years  to  come. 


Uterine  Truss. — Dr.  R.  Thompson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  the  inventor 
of  an  instrument  with  the  above  designation.  From  the  united  testimony 
of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  that  and  other  States,  it  must  be  con- 
sidered very  valuable.  In  the  first  place,  the  mechanism  is  exceedingly 
simple — a  desirable  object.  Secondly,  the  workmanship  is  admirable. 
We  have  rarely  seen  a  neater  piece  of  needlework.  Good  taste  is  a  re- 
commendation of  itself,  even  in  surgical  apparatus.  Although  this  con- 
trivance appears  to  have  been  before  the  western  public  a  considerable 
lime,  as  far  as  our  recollection  serves,  very  little,  if  anything,  was  known 
of  it  in  the  eastern  States  till  within  a  few  weeks.  We  bespeak  for  it 
the  candid  examination  of  the  profession  wherever  it  may  be  exhibited. 
In  the  meanwhile,  a  specimen  may  be  seen  at  this  office. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Smith  has  been  removed  from  the  office  of 
Collector  of  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.— Thomas  S.  Savage,  M.D.,  who  has 
been  a  missionary  physician  at  Cape  Palmas  for  a  long  time,  has  returned 
home  to  New  York. — It  turns  out  that  Charles  Siratton,  the  dwarf,  ex- 
hibited in  Boston  some  months  ago,  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and 
not  in  England,  although  so  written  by  the  person  who  had  the  care  of 
him,  when  the  request  was  made  for  particulars. — Four  children  were 
born  at  a  single  birth,  last  week,  not  far  from  this  city. — Dr.  Golbraith  A. 
Irvine,  of  Warren,  Co.,  Penn.,  is  nominated  for  Congress  in  the  District 
in  which  he  resides. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  \vt  ek  ending  Sept.  9,  72.— Males,  40— Females,  32.    Stillborn,  4. 

Of  consumption,  4— infliimmation  of  the  biain,  1— infaniile,  6— cholera  infantum,  9— cramp  in  the 
■  tomach,  1— bowel  complaint,  10— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  3— marasmus,  2— spasms,  1— dysen- 
tery, 5— disease  of  the  heart,  1— drowned,  2— aslhma,  1  — teething,  2— hemorrhage,  1— scrofula,  1— 
fits,  3— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— scarlet  lever,  1— canker,  1— old  a^'e,  3— typhus  lever,  1— tubercle  of 
the  brain,  1— worms,  1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  l-diarrhtea,  1— child-bed  fever,  1— liver  com- 
plaint,   1— hooping  cofigh,  2— lock-jaw,  1— disease  of  the  brain,  ]— apoplexy,  1. 

Under  5  years,  44— between  5  and  20  years,  6— between  20  and  60  years,  19— over  (jO  vears,  3. 
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The  month  has  been  warm  and  wet— a  fine  season  for  the  growth,  but  bad  for  the  ingathering  of  the 
crops.  Oats  have  suflered  in  the  harvesting.  The  range  of  the  Thermometer  has  been  from  55  to  85. 
Barometer,  from  29.21  to  29.84.  Rain  fallen,  9.19  inches— the  greatest  quantity  for  any  one  month 
for  2  1-2  years. 
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Extraordinary  Case,  in  which  the  arm  was  torn  off  at  the  Shoulder- 
joint,  by  marhinery,  commnnirated  to  Prof.  Willard  Parker,  by  Jas.  S. 
Cooper,  M.D.,  of  British  Guiana,  South  America. — I  was  called  to  a 
nei^^hboring  plantation  to  see  Daniel,  aged  about  7  years,  son  of  one  of  the 
laborers.  On  arriving,  I  found  a  case  of  a  very  serious  nature.  The  boy, 
while  playing  about  the  sugar-mill  of  the  estate,  had  been  caught  in  some 
of  the  machinery,  and  his  left  arm  was  torn  ofT,  bringing  with  it  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  scapula.  The  deltoid  muscle  was  carried  away  entire,  and 
the  trapezius  was  torn  from  its  attachment  to  the  clavicle,  the  naked  end 
of  which  bone  was  protruding  through  the  wound.  Notwithstanding  the 
very  large  amount  of  surface  exposed,  there  was  not  the  slightest  hemor- 
rhage, although  reaction  had  fairly  taken  place. 

With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Walker,  the  medical  attendant  of  the  estate, 
I  proceeded  to  dissect  out  the  remainder  of  the  scapula,  (the  inferior  and 
posterior  portion.)  A  little  bleeding  ensued  from  the  scapular  arteries, 
but  it  soon  ceased  on  pressure  being  made.  Then,  with  a  small  saw,  I 
removed  the  external  third  of  the  clavicle.  As  there  was  no  necessity 
for  tying  a  single  vessel  during  the  whole, operation,  the  wound  was  now 
closed  vvith  sutures  and  adhesive  straps  ;  and  the  dressing  was  finished, 
by  applying  a  compress  and  roller  around  the  body.  The  patient  bore 
the  operation  well,  and  soon  after  fell  asleep. 

Dec.  16. — Considerable  febrile  action — pulse  120 — tongue  furred — 
wound  rather  painful.     Ordered  a  slight  purgative  and  left  him. 

20th. — Every  thing  has  gone  on  well  up  to  this  day  ;  che  wound  was 
dressed  ;  about  half  of  it  had  united  by  the  first  intention,  and  the  re- 
mainder is  suppurating  kindly.  There  is  no  fever;  and  the  patient  is 
every  way  comfortable,  sitting  up  in  bed,  he  having  taken  a  full  meal. 
The  sutures  were  removed  ;  and  from  this  time  onward  he  recovered 
rapidly. — New  York  Journal  of  Mtdici7ie. 


Extraction  of  a  Leathern  Cord  from  the  Bladder.  —  A  native  of  Pied- 
mont some  time  since  entered  the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Marseilles  for  stone,  with 
which  disease  he  had  suffeied  for  six  months.  Lithotrity  was  determined 
on  ;  but  on  grasping  the  body  within  the  bladder  by  the  forceps,  it  was 
found  to  be  .,uite  soft  and  compressible,  and  the  surgeon  determined  if 
possible  to  draw  it  entire  through  the  urethra.  Much  resistance  was  met 
with  in  trying  to  pass  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  again,  when  the  body 
was  brought  to  the  meatus  urinarius,  it  became  wedged  there  so  closely 
that  the  instrument  which  held  it  could  be  neither  retracted  nor  pushed 
forward.  At  length,  by  some  violence,  a  strip  of  leather,  eight  inches  in 
length,  was  drawn  out,  incrusted  with  calculous  deposit.  Abundant  ha^- 
maturia  followed  ;  and  the  frightened  patient  acknowledged  that  about 
nine  months  before  he  had  lain  one  of  his  boot-laces  in  the  urethra,  then 
gone  to  sleep,  and  on  awaking  could  no  longer  find  his  boot-lace.  Cystitis 
afterwards  came  on,  and  the  man  died  in  three  days.  After  death,  the 
bladder  was  found  enormously  distended,  stretching  upwards  beyond  the 
umbilicus,  its  coats  thickened,  its  internal  surface  of  a  darkened  color,  and 
five  small  calculi  in  its  cavity.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra 
was  throughout  converted  into  a  softened  blackish  mass,  easily  scraped  off 
with  a  scalpel  ;  the  prepuce  and  integument  covering  the  penis  were 
much  thickened  and  infiltrated  with  fluid. — Journ.  de  Conn.  Med.  Prat. 
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THE  PHYSIOLOGICAL   EFFECTS   OF  HIGHLY   CONDENSED   AIR  UPON 
THE   HUMAN    BODY. 

By  W.   Detmold,  M.D.,   New  York. 

As  ours  is  the  age  in  which  the  collateral  sciences  of  natural  philosophy 
and  chemistry,  in  their  rapid  advance,  have  thrown  much  light  upon 
hitherto  unexplained  points  of  physiology,  all  facts  leading  toward  tiiat 
object  should  be  gathered  and  generalized.  We  will,  therefore,  give 
an  extract  from  an  article,  which  we  met  with  in  the  Archives  for  Min- 
eralogy, Geology,  and  Mining,  edited  by  Dr.  Karsten.  He  describes 
a  most  ingenious  and  scientific  operation  in  mining,  where  one  element 
is  made  use  of  to  resist  another,  and  where  human  skill  comes  out  victo- 
rious from  the  contest  of  the  two  elements. 

The  contrivance  is  to  keep  out  the  influx  of  water  from  a  mining 
shaft  by  means  of  condensed  air  ;  but  however  ingenious  and  scientific 
this  may  be,  it  is  foreign  to  this  Journal  ;  and  we  will,  therefore,  limit 
ourselves  to  a  short  description,  sufficient  for  our  readers  to  understand 
the  process.  The  part  which  interests  us  is  the  effect  of  condensed  air 
upon  human  life,  that  is,  the  effect  produced  upon  the  miners  who  are 
at  work  in  the  condensed  atmosphere.  The  account  itself,  as  well 
as  the  Journal  in  which  we  found  it,  is  devoted  to  geology  and  mining  ; 
and  hence,  as  the  physiological  facts  are  as  foreign  to  them  as  mining 
is  to  us,  we  find  a  short  notice  only  of  the  effects  of  the  condensed  air 
upon  the  workmen  ;  and  the  explanatory  reasoning  on  these  effects,  we 
have  ourselves  added.  , 

From  Done,  in  the  Department  of  Maine  and  Loire,  to  Niort,  in  the 
Department  of  the  Nether  Loire,  extends  a  large  bed  of  biUiminous 
coal,  known  to  geologists,  which  is  covered  by  a  layer  of  alluvial  soil 
about  sixty  feet  deep  (eighteen  to  twenty  metres).  This  alluvial  soil  con- 
sists of  strata  of  clay  and  floating  sand,  the  latter  being  in  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  waters  of  the  Loire  itself.  The  difficulty  of  penetrating 
this  layer  of  alluvial  soil,  and  of  keeping  back  the  floating  sand,  which 
would  press  into  the  mining  shaft  with  the  weight  of  the  waters  of  the 
Loire,  with  which,  as  just  observed,  it  is  in  direct  communication,  had 
hitherto  been  considered  as  insurmountable ;  and,  consequently,  the 
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valuable  bed  of  bituminous  coal  remained  inaccessible  and  unavailable, 
until  M.  Triger,  in  connection  with  M.  de  Las  Cases,  proposed  to  force 
the  water  back  by  means  of  condensed  air.  To  accomplish  this  object, 
they  adopted  the  following  plan  : 

A  cylinder  of  sheet-iron  about  seventy  feet  long  (twenty  metres), 
and  about  three  and  a  half  feet  (1.033  metre)  in  diameter,  was  forced 
through  the  sand  till  it  reached  the  bed  of  coal.  The  upper  end  of  this 
large  cylinder  is  closed  by  a  box,  with  two  valves  large  enough  for  a  man 
to  pass  through  ;  and  this  contrivance  is  for  the  purpose  of  letting  the 
workmen  pass  in  and  out,  without  allowing  the  condensed  air  to  escape. 
The  rest  of  the  apparatus  consists  of  air-pumps,  which  are  steadily 
worked  by  a  steam  engine.  By  means  of  the  air-pumps,  the  sheet-iron 
cylinder  and  the  shaft,  which  latter  commences  where  the  former  termi- 
nates, are  filled  with  condensed  air,  which  is  always  kept  equal  to  a 
pressure  of  three  atmospheres,  or  equal  to  forty-four  and  a  quarter  pounds 
to  the  square  inch,  which  presses  the  water  back,  and  keeps  cylinder  and 
shaft  dry. 

Without  entering  further  into  the  details  of  the  apparatus  or  its  ope- 
ration, we  think  we  have  said  enough  for  our  readers  to  form  some  idea 
of  both.  Suffice  it  to  add,  that  the  practical  results  fully  answered  the 
expectations,  and  that  the  success  was  complete. 

We  now  come  to  that  part  which  interests  us  most,  viz.,  the  effect  of 
the  condensed  air  upon  the  workmen  and  miners  exposed  to  it ;  and 
we  regret  that  this  part  of  the  account  is  as  meagre  in  the  eyes  of  the 
physiologist,  as  probably  our  description  of  the  apparatus  would  be  un- 
satisfactory to  a  civil  engineer  or  a  miner;  for,  as  we  said  before,  the  facts 
are  briefly  stated,  and  we  have  added  the  explanatory  reasoning  without 
presuming,  however,  that  ours  is  the  only  mode  of  explanation.  Others 
may  find  a  different,  and  perhaps  a  better  theory. 

The  first  phenomenon  which  was  observed  when  the  men  entered  into 
the  condensed  air,  was  a  more  or  less  severe  pain  in  the  ears.  This 
pain  commences  immediately  on  entering  into  the  compressed  atmos- 
phere, and  ceases  as  soon  as  an  equilibrium  is  established  between  the 
condensed  air  and  the  air  which  is  contained  in  the  interior  of  the  ear. 
This  explanation  appears  the  more  probable,  as  the  pain  was  easily  re- 
moved by  the  act  of  deglutition.  In  some  of  the  workmen,  this  pain  in 
the  ears  was  so  slight  as  to  be  hardly  [)erceptible,  while  in  others  it  was 
very  intense.  With  others,  again,  h  did  not  exist  at  all  in  entering  into 
the  condensed  air,  while  it  became  very  severe  on  leaving  it,  and  getting 
out  into  the  open  atmosphere  ;  the  latter  case  was,  however,  of  rare 
occurrence.  A  certain  bodily  disposition  seemed  to  exert  some  influence 
upon  the  degree  of  pain  which  the  men  experienced,  as  the  same  per- 
son would  one  day  feel  it  only  very  slightly,  while  at  other  times,  ap- 
parently under  the  same  circumstances,  the  same  person  would  suffer 
intensely.  Besides,  the  fact  was  established,  that  the  pain  would  be 
lessened  in  proportion  as  the  transition  from  the  open  air  into  the 
condensed,  and  from  the  condensed  into  die  open  air,  was  slower  and 
more  gradual. 
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Another  singular  observation  which  the  workmen  made  was,  that 
nobody  was  able  to  whistle  in  condensed  air  under  a  pressure  of  three 
atmospheres ;  but  until  the  condensation  reached  that  point,  viz.,  the 
pressure  of  three  atmospheres,  the  men  were  enabled  to  whistle.  This 
phenomenon  we  explain  in  the  followinir  manner;  In  whistlino;,  we 
force  a  stream  of  air  through  a  small  aperture  of  the  lips  ;  and  this 
fluid,  in  thus  passing  through  this  small  aperture,  becomes  condensed, 
and  produces  the  sound ;  but  under  a  pressure  of  three  atmospheres,  the 
air  is  already  so  condensed  that  the  ordinary  effort,  which  the  mus- 
cles of  the  cheeks  and  lips  and  the  respiratory  muscles  are  accustomed 
to  make  for  the  purpose  of  whistling,  is  not  sufficient  to  compress  the 
air  any  farther ;  and  consequently  there  arises  an  inability  to  whistle. 
The  account  we  have  does  not  mention  anything  on  the  subject,  but  we 
suppose  there  would  be  a  similar  difficulty  in  expelling  airier  anum. 

Another  fact  observed  is,  that  in  this  condensed  air,  every  body 
speaks  through  the  nose.  The  following  theory  may  explain  this  fact : 
The  common  expression,  to  speak  through  the  nose,  is  a  misnomer, 
being  like  (ucus  a  non  lucendo ;  for  the  sound  becomes  nasal  (we  speak 
through  the  nose)  when,  in  articulation,  the  air  and  sound  do  not  pass 
freely  through  the  nose.  Now,  as  the  animal  heat  in  the  interior  of  the 
nose  probably  rarifies  the  air  a  little  on  its  passage  through  that  cavity, 
the  surrounding  air  is  slightly  more  condensed  than  that  within  the 
nose  ;  and  the  pressure  from  the  outside  is  consequently  stronger  in 
proportion  to  the  rarification  of  the  air  within  the  nose.  The  slightest 
pressure  on  the  nose  is,  indeed,  sufficient  to  give  to  the  voice  a  nasal 
sound,  which  we  easily  perceive  by  merely  laying  a  finger  gently  on 
each  side  of  the  nose.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  also  possible  that  this 
phenomenon  is  produced,  not  by  the  action  of  the  condensed  air  on  the 
speaker,  but  on  the  hearer. 

Though  we  might  be  led  to  anticipate  some  decided  effects  upon  respi- 
ration from  the  exposure  of  the  lungs  to  this  condensed  air,  the  account 
does  not  mention  any  change  produced  in  respiration,  except  one  phe- 
nomenon, which  we  should  have  least  expected,  namely,  that  the  work- 
men, in  ascending  the  shaft  filled  with  condensed  air,  did  not  lose  their 
breath,  or  did  not  become  short  of  breath,  to  the  same  degree  as  when 
making  a  similar  ascent  in  the  free  air.  The  only  explanation  we  can 
suggest  of  this  fact  is  as  follows  :  As  the  same  given  volume  of  condens- 
ed air  of  course  contains  a  greater  quantity  of  oxygen  than  the  same 
volume  of  uncondensed  air,  it  follows  that  the  lungs  require,  in  proportion 
to  the  condensation,  a  smaller  volume  of  air  to  effect  the  oxydation  and 
decarbonization  of  the  blood  ;  and  that  they  consequently  do  not  require 
to  be  extended  as  much  as  if  they  were  breathing  uncompressed  air,  nor 
need  the  action  of  the  respiratory  muscles  be  as  energetic. 

May  not  this  fact,  if  carefully  investigated  and  fully  established,  war- 
rant the  practical  application  of  condensed  air  as  a  remedial  agent  in 
certain  diseases  ;  for  instance,  in  some  kinds  of  asthma,  or  some  affec- 
tions of  the  lungs,  in  which  these  organs  have  become  partly  impermeable 
to  the  air,  or  even  in  morbus  coeruleus  ?     Even  if  we  could  not  exfect  to 
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cure  those  diseases  by  the  breathing  of  condensed  air,  yet  it  might  be  a 
means  of  prolonging  life.  A  small  volume  of  condensed  air  would  intro- 
duce a  sufficient  quantity  of  oxygen  to  be  mingled  with  the  blood,  with- 
out the  objectionable  excitement  produced  by  the  inspiration  of  an  un- 
condensed  air,  which  contains  a  greater  and  an  artificial  proportion  of  oxy- 
gen. We  are  fully  aware  that  a  merely  speculative  idea,  thrown  out  in 
this  way,  is  open  to  a  great  many  formidable  objections ;  and  it  would 
carry  us  lar  beyond  our  limits  to  enter  here  into  a  discussion  pro  or  contra 
on  this  subject ;  but  if  we  mistake  not,  some  years  ago  a  physician  in  Paris 
had  an  apparatus  arranged  for  applying  condensed  air  as  a  remedial  agent, 
though  we  do  not  at  present  recollect  where  or  whether  we  ever  have 
seen  a  satisfactory  account  of  his  experiments,  nor  do  we  recollect  the 
name  of  the  physician. 

The  last  and  most  remarkable  fact  which  we  find  stated  in  the  account 
before  us,  among  the  effects  produced  by  the  condensed  air  upon  the 
workmen,  is  the  following  :  One  of  the  miners,  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Floe,  who  had  been  deaf  since  the  siege  of  Antwerp,  always  heard 
better  in  the  condensed  air  than  any  of  the  other  miners  who  were  not 
deaf.  We  regret  that  we  only  find  this  brief  statement  of  the  bare  fact, 
without  mentioning  anything  of  the  nature  or  cause  of  the  man's  deaf- 
ness, precluding  thus  any  conclusions  at  which  we  or  our  readers  might 
have  arrived.  It  might  be  that  the  cause  of  deafness  was  an  obstruction 
of  the  Eustachian  tubes  from  thickening  of  the  lining  membrane,  which 
was  temporarily  removed  by  the  pressure  of  the  condensed  air.  But 
why  then  should  he  hear  better  than  any  of  his  companions,  who  were 
not  deaf?  for  the  comparison  which  is  made  seems  to  imply  that  the 
hearing  of  those  who  were  not  deaf  became  imperfect  in  condensed  air. 
It  must,  therefore,  have  been  a  cause  which,  while  it  affected  a  sound 
ear,  temporarily  restored  a  diseased  organ.  May  not  condensed  air  act 
as  a  stimulus  upon  the  organ  of  the  ear,  which,  while  it  is  too  powerful 
for  a  sound  ear,  excites  to  action  an  organ  perhaps  partially  paralyzed, 
which  requires  an  artificial  stimulus — a  result  analogous  to  the  fact, 
that  a  person  suffering  from  nervous  deafness  hears  better  in  a  noisy 
place  ;  as,  for  instance,  when  riding  in  a  carriage  ?  Or  does  conden- 
sation alter  the  sound-conducting  property  of  t!)e  air  ?  Are  the  vibra- 
tions of  condensed  air  more  intense  or  less  so  than  those  of  the  air  when 
under  no  pressure  ? 

The  account  farther  mentions  some  interesting  observations  belonging 
to  the  province  of  natural  philosophy  ;  as,  for  instance,  the  increased 
rapidity  of  combustion,  which,  under  a  pressure  of  three  atmospheres, 
increased  so  that  they  had  to  abandon  the  ordinary  candles  with  cotton 
wicks,  which,  burning  out  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  made  so 
intolerable  a  smoke  that  they  had  to  exchange  them  for  candles  with 
linen  wicks,  which  lasted  longer  and  did  not  stnoke  so  much.  We  will, 
however,  not  go  beyond  our  province ;  but  in  conclusion  we  cannot 
refrain  from  adding,  that  in  the  session  of  the  Academy  of  Science  of 
Paris,  of  November  8th,  1841,  Dr.  Poisenillo  mentioned  some  experi- 
ments which   he  had  made  on   the  effect  of  high  atmospheric  pressure 
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upon  animal  life.  Having  exposed  salatnandeis  and  frogs  to  a  high 
pressure,  he  found  that  it  produced  no  change  in  the  capiiiary  circulation, 
even  when  the  pressure  was  equal  to  seven  atmospiieres.  He  observed 
the  same  upon  some  mammalia  :  having  exposed  mice  and  young  rats 
for  a  whole  hour  to  a  pressure  of  seven  atmospheres,  or  one  hundred  and 
three  and  a  quarter  pounds  to  the  square  inch,  he  observed  that  they 
moved  about  and  fed  as  usual,  as  soon  as  they  came  out  of  the  pressure 
into  the  oj)en  air. — A'.  Y.  Jour,  of  Med.  and  the  Collateral  Sciences. 


NOiN-RESTRAINT    OF   LUNATICS   IN  ENGLAND. 
[Communicated  for  ihe  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .lournal.) 

It  is  known  to  our  readers,  that  for  two  or  three  years  past  no  little 
amount  of  attention  has  been  drawn,  by  the  laudatory  remarks  in  news- 
papers and  Reports,  to  the  plan  of  treating  lunatics  in  asylums  and  hos- 
pitals without  the  use  of  what  they  in  England  seem  technically  to  term 
restraints.  The  idea  is,  not  that  the  locks  are  taken  from  the  doors,  the 
keepers  removed,  and  "  moral  suasion  "  alone  resorted  to ;  it  is  not  that 
any  new  magic  mean  has  been  discovered  to  "  mesmerize  "  or  otherwise 
pacify  the  being  void  of  self-control ;  but  simply  this,  that  apparatus  ap- 
plied to  the  person,  or  the  limbs  of  an  excited  maniac,  is  disused.  Its 
place  is  supplied  by  a  greater  ninnber  of  keepers  (attendants,  as  they  are 
called  in  this  country),  by  seclusion  in  rooms  furnished  with  an  "  inspec- 
tion plate,"  that  is,  a  hole  in  the  door  through  which  the  patient  can  be 
observed,  and  by  locks  to  keep  on  his  clothes,  boots,  he. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  insane  in  the  hospitals  of  England  have  been 
treated  far  behind  the  age.  Tlie  annual  report  of  the  director  of  one  ot 
our  Massachusetts  asylums,  as  late  as  1840,  represents  that  he  saw  chains 
to  the  beds  of  a  long  dormitory  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  distinguished  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in 
bringing  their  system  up  to  the  standard,  they  had  not  avoided  the  com- 
mon error  of  reformers  and  new  converts,  that  of  affecting  and  perhaps 
believing  themselves  to  have  reached  nearer  the  heaven  of  perfection  than 
a  fair  view  of  facts  will  sanction.  So  far  as  they  have  got  rid  of  strait- 
waistcoats,  handcuffs,  chains,  and  all  those  repulsive  and  unnecessary  adju- 
vants, they  have  done  well.  But  when  they  attempt  to  hold  out  the  im- 
pression that  they  have  made  any  new  advances  in  the  art  of  treating 
lunatics,  by  giving  the  name  of  entire  abolition  of  restraints  to  the  mea- 
sures, mitigated  to  be  sure,  adopted  in  their  place,  they  may  deceive 
themselves,  they  may  deceive  the  public,  but  of  this  they  may  be  sure, 
they  will  not  deceive  ttie  insane  themselves.  It  is  essentially  a  mis- 
nomer, and  the  attempt  to  restrain  a  dangerous  insane  man  in  one  of  our 
asylums  by  locking  him  up  in  a  strong  room  with  a  small  hole  through  a 
plate  in  the  door,  from  which  ever  and  anon  he  would  see  the  eye  of  his 
keeper  glaring  in  upon  him.  might  naturally  enough  bring  to  his  recollec- 
tion the  stanzas  of  one  of  our  democratic  distiches : 
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"  If"  we  cannot  alter  things, 

By we'll  change  their  names,  sir." 

To  attempt  to  abandon  wliolly  all  restraining  measures,  to  tie  one's  own 
hands  against  their  use  under  all  circumstances,  is  to  cut  off  the  power  of 
acting  in  accordance  with  one's  best  judgment.  It  is  of  the  same  form 
of  absurdity  as  that  which  actuated  some  of  our  ultra-temperance  practi- 
tioners a  few  years  ago,  in  their  denouncing  the  use  of  alcohol  under  any 
circumstances  in  their  practice. 

It  is  highly  commendable  to  attempt  to  reduce  the  entire  measures  re- 
quisite for  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  not  only  restraints  of  members, 
but  seclusion,  interdiction  of  friends,  he,  to  their  lowest  point,  consistent 
with  the  great  objects  to  be  attained,  safety  and  restoration.  But  nothing 
is  farther  from  the  principles  of  good  sound  common  sense,  than  to  de- 
duce the  conclusion  that  because  the  least  practical  amount  of  a  mean  is 
always  desirable,  none  at  all  is  still  better.  Yet  this  is  a  principle  often 
adopted  by  a  certain  class  of  minds,  where  a  sanguine  bias,  a  desire  of 
originality,  or  incapacity  of  just  ratiocination,  predominates.  For  example, 
it  is  admitted  that  practitioners  of  the  highest  stamp  ordinarily  use  the 
least  amount  of  medicinal  agents  ;  of  course,  a  still  higher  step  is  to 
adopt  homoeopathy,  or,  what  is  equivalent,  use  none  at  all.  The  best 
schoolmasters  use  the  least  corporeal  punishment ;  to  be  still  better,  an- 
nounce to  your  scholars  that  you  have  abolished  that  remnant  of  barba- 
rism. The  best  codes  of  criminal  laws  enforce  the  punishment  of  death 
the  least ;  therefore  advance  a  step  higher,  and  abolish  it  entirely. 

This  is  much  the  reasoning,  we  apprehend,  of  those  individuals  who 
have  attracted  some  attention  in  England  by  their  advancing  a  last  step, 
as  they  would  fain  have  it  appear,  in  the  already  far-reached  progress  of 
insane  asylums,  and  announce  that  they  use  no  restraints.  ■  The  idea  con- 
veyed is  not  the  real  one  to  a  very  great  extent,  because  one  form  of  con- 
trolling the  sufferer  is  substituted  for  another.  As  far  as  it  is  real,  it  is  to 
be  dreaded.  An  awful  illustration  of  this  is  conveyed  in  the  reports  of 
Dr.  Conolly,  of  the  great  pauper  lunatic  asylum  at  Hanwell,  near  Lon- 
don, a  re-publication  of  whose  annual  reports  for  the  last  three  years  is 
before  us,  having  accidentally  reached  us  by  the  hand  of  a  friend.  It  would 
seem  that  this  attempt  to  lay  down  a  general  rule  for  the  guidance  of  a 
public  hospital,  that  restraints  upon  limbs  should  never  be  used,  was  com- 
menced at  the  Lincoln  Lunatic  Asylum  in  1837,  and  was  followed  at 
Hanwell  some  two  or  three  years  later.  At  the  Lincoln  Asylum, 
where  one  extreme,  that  of  unheard-of  restraint,  as  we  should  judge  by 
the  table,  p.  20,  of  Dr.  C.'s  report,  was  succeeded  by  the  other,  that  of 
no  personal  restraint  (meaning,  as  the  use  of  the  term  always  does  in 
these  English  reports  and  discussions  on  this  topic,  merely  apparatus  to 
the  person,  and  not  seclusion,  guarding,  watching,  &.C.),  it  would  seem 
that  this  ])lan,  like  all  ultra  measures,  has  naturally  reached  its  just 
mean  again  ;  a  note  to  page  Q>G  of  this  report  speaks  of  its  being  under- 
stood that  restraints,  after  a  long  discontinuance,  have  been  resumed  at 
Lincoln. 

The  painful  comment  on  a  system  of  absolute  disuse  of  all  bodily  re- 
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straints  referred  to,  is  found  in  the  account  of  the  death  of  an  aged  man 
caused  by  injuries  inflicted  by  another  patient,  as  pronounced  by  the 
coroner's  inquest,  page  134,  and  by  the  instance  detailed  on  page  166, 
where  "  the  attendants  were  set  at  open  defiance,  and  one  of  them  was 
severely  hurt  by  a  patient  just  received."  The  recent  items  copied  into 
our  newspapers  from  those  of  England,  contain  also  a  most  striking  and 
tragic  account  of  a  visiter,  whether  patient  or  not  did  not  appear,  at  this 
institution,  who  threw  herself  from  a  window  in  a  suicidal  paroxysm  ;  she 
was  seized  by  Dr.  Conolly,  held  by  the  arm,  while  his  cries  for  assist- 
ance were  fruitless,  until  she  slipped  through  his  exhausted  grasp,  and 
fell  into  the  area,  a  distance  of  seventy  feet,  if  we  recollect  aright,  pro- 
ducing, of  course,  instantaneous  death  ! 

Now  we  will  not  say  that  these  examples  of  sad  accident  were  the 
natural  or  necessary  results  of  an  attempt  to  curtail  the  use  of  restraint 
beyond  a  judicious  degree.  All  institutions  are  liable  under  the  utmost 
vigilance  to  occasional  mishaps  ;  and  the  medical  man  who  has  numbers 
of  lunatics  under  his  care  would  presume  on  his  good  luck  if  he  felt  him- 
self removed  from  the  danger  of  occasional  accidents.  But  we  will  say 
that  we  never  knew  of  a  single  accident  equalling  in  degree  of  horror 
either  of  these,  to  have  occurred  in  all  the  institutions  in  New  England, 
since  the  period  of  their  foundation.  They  at  least  have  that  suspicious 
character  which  should  make  an  upright  and  conscientious  man  stop  and 
inquire  of  himself  whether  he  may  not,  in  correcting  some  abuses,  fall 
into  more  afflicting  troubles.  Many  hobbies  may  be  very  innocently  rid- 
den, and  ridden  to  the  death,  without  hazard  or  harm.  In  regard  to 
abolition  of  the  punishment  of  death,  correction  in  schools,  and  bodily 
restraints  among  lunatics,  a  good  maxim  is,  -'festijia  lente." 

Medio  tutissimus  ibis. 

The  anecdote  of  a  conscientious  miller  in  Connecticut,  illustrates  more 
than  the  danger  of  sudden  changes  in  the  abolition  of  slavery.  He  in- 
creased the  height  of  his  dam  until  his  neighbors,  with  one  accord,  pro- 
tested that  they  should  all  die  with  fever  and  ague,  if  the  country  were 
so  inundated  with  his  back  water.  Impressed  with  the  soundness  of  their 
complaint,  he  at  once  hoists  his  gate,  knocks  out  a  few  planks,  and  abates 
the  nuisance  by  "  immediate  and  entire  emancipation  "  of  the  element. 
The  consequences  to  those  down  stream  may  be  well  imagined. 

These  reports  of  Dr.  Conolly,  we  regret  to  see,  are  written  with  a 
tone  of  self-elation,  a  disposition  to  place  himself  forward  as  a  great  and 
successful  innovator  in  the  matter,  which  we  should  not  have  expected 
from  the  character  of  his  previous  writings,  which,  if  not  always  very 
solid,  were  at  least  in  good  taste.  Every  page  almost  repeats  the  story, 
often  in  Italics,  of  "  the  entire  disuse  of  restraints,"  "the  total  abolition 
of  bodily  restraints,"  while  an  American  at  least  is  surprised  in  the  same 
pages  to  find,  as  at  page  21,  that  "strong  dresses  are  provided,  secured 
round  their  waists  by  a  leathern  belt,  fastened  by  a  small  lock."  "  For 
some  who  destroy  the  collar  and  cuffs  of  their  dresses  with  their  teeth,  a 
leathern  binding  to  these  parts  of  the  dress  is  found  convenient."     "  Va- 
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ried  contrivances  are  adopted,  with  variable  results,  for  keeping  clothing 
and  boots  on  lliose  who  expose  themselves."  "  As  it  is  now  and  then 
necessary  to  confine  the  hands  when  a  blister  is  applied,  to  prevent  its 
removal,  and  as  this,  like  all  other  temporary  restraints  applied  with  the 
justifiable  plea  of  protection,  is  generally  abused  by  being  too  much  pro- 
longed or  unnecessarily  severe,  a  kind  of  cape  "  has  been  thought  of. 
'•  Those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  striking  suddenly,  tearing  the  bed- 
clothes, &c.,  sometimes  wear  a  dress,  of  which  the  sleeves  terminate  in  a 
stuffed  glove,  without  division  for  the  thumb  and  fingers."  Although  we 
find  subsequently  that  this  last  appliance  was  discontinued  from  its 
clumsiness. 

Let  us  look  at  the  principal  substitute  for  these  restraints,  which  appears 
to  be  seclusion,  which  is  adopted  and  printed  as  a  technical  term,  sechision, 
or  shutting  up  in  a  strong  room.  That  this  is  the  substitute,  is  obvious  fi-om 
the  printed  form  of  register,  in  which  the  columns  formerly  headed  "  Num- 
ber in  Restraint,"  and  "  Length  of  Time  in  Restraint,"  now  are  changed 
to  "  Patients  in  Seclusion,"  and  "  Length  of  Time  in  Seclusion."  To  judge 
from  the  phraseology  of  some  parts  of  these  reports,  one  would  suppose  that 
all  measures  beyond  "  moral  suasion  "  were  unnecessary  cruelty.  But 
on  referring  to  page  70,  will  be  found  a  description  of  the  mode  in  which 
a  violent  patient  should  be  put  in  seclusion.  It  is  in  fact  no  more  than 
that  "  three  or  four  attendants,  possessed  of  courage  and  good  temper," 
should  surround  and  put  him  in  his  room.  "  The  window  of  his  room 
should  in  all  cases  be  secured  by  an  efficient  shutter  and  lock.  The  bed- 
stead, which  should  be  of  wood,  should  be  fastened  to  the  floor  and  re- 
mote from  the  window.  Sufficient  light  should  be  admitted  through  holes 
made  in  the  window  shutter,  to  enable  the  attendants,  by  looking  through 
the  inspection  plate  in  the  door,  frequently  to  ascertain  the  slate  of  the 
patient." 

We  should  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  one  experienced  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  insane,  as  to  the  relative  wound  to  the  self-respect  of  a  pa- 
tient in  this  mode  of  procedure,  and  in  the  administration  of  those  means 
such  as  the  application  of  large  mittens,  or  the  leathern  muff,  which 
are  occasionally,  although  but  rarely,  employed  in  our  Nev/  England 
institutions. 

Again,  in  the  case  of  patients  disposed  to  suicide,  we  learn  (page  135) 
that  they  are  "  more  generally  put  into  rooms  where  other  patients  sleep 
— a  measure  always  advisable,  if  the 'patient  is  not  noisy  or  violejit." 
We  know  not  how  this  idea  might  be  acceptable  to  the  English  public 
in  case  of  one  of  those  accidents,  which  the  history  of  insane  patients 
trusted  together,  cannot  fail  to  furnish,  but  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  we  believe  that  a  superintendent  at  one  of  our  asylums,  even 
for  the  lowest  class  of  paupers,  would  have  speedy  leave  to  retire  to 
private  life,  if  he  should  be  known  to  sanction  such  a  proceeding,  as  that 
two  lunatics  were  locked  at  night  in  a  room  together.  To  say  nothing 
of  the  danger  of  life,  which  any  one  ex])erienced  in  the  occasional  sud- 
den  changes  of  the  form  of  insanity  from  mild  to  severe,  the  liability  to 
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occasional  outbreaks  of  secret  malignity  or  capricious  mischief,  of  those 
externally  pretty  well,  will  not  undervalue,  there  are  other  objections 
which  will  be  easily  conceived. 

At  this  very  institution  at  Hanvvell,  Dr.  Bagley,  an  assistant  physician, 
informed  a  friend  of  ours  in  1840,  in  speaking  of  the  terrible  necessity 
they  experienced  of  having  many  patients  in  one  dormitory,  that  the 
constant  commission  of  offences  not  to  be  named,  could  not  be  avoided, 
and  were  habitually  practised.  Better  that  chains,  coercive  chairs,  strait- 
waistcoats,  leg  locks,  and  the  other  apparatus,  the  very  names  of  which 
have  not  yet  reached  this  side  the  Atlantic,  should  be  employed,  than 
that  such  horrors  as  these  should  be  endangered  ! 

The  true  doctrine  in  relation  to  the  use  of  restraint,  including  under 
this  term  not  merely  bodily  restraint,  but  seclusion,  guarding,  and  the  like, 
appears  to  us  as  simple,  plain  and  unanswerable,  as  any  point  of  com- 
mon sense  in  ordinary  dealing. 

First,  to  avoid  them  all,  as  far  as  consists  with  the  safety  of  the  patient 
and  those  around  him.  If  he  be  disposed  to  active  suicide,  to  self-mutila- 
tion, to  impulsive  acts  of  violence,  or  if  his  disease  demand  a  horizontal 
position  (as  is  most  valuable  in  delirium  tremens,  exhausting  standing  up 
from  insane  apprehension  in  a  feeble  and  exhausted  sufferer),  the  appara- 
tus employed  to  retain  him  in  bed,  and  still  allow  him  a  free  power  of 
changing  position,  or  the  mutT  or  mittens  when  he  is  up,  are  found  to  be 
most  efficacious  and  unobjectionable.  A  second  rule  is,  that  all  and 
every  form  of  restraint  and  seclusion  should  be  applied  only  under  a  re- 
sponsible officer,  who  will  exert  his  own  judgment  of  its  necessity  and 
extent.  This  rule  infers  in  its  application  the  immense  advantage,  if  not 
the  absolute  indispensableness,  of  a  moderate  number  only  of  patients  in  an 
institution.  If  we  regard  anything  as  settled  beyond  a  doubt,  from  a 
vast  many  reasons,  it  is  that  no  institution  should  congregate  more  than 
from  one  to  tivo  hundred  subjects ;  this  forms  as  large  a  body  as  one 
single  director  can  or  ought  to  be  responsible  for,  and  will  leave  but  few 
occasions  for  delegated  authority  in  matters  of  moment.  A  third  circum- 
stance should  be,  that  no  restriction  should  be  put  upon  the  head  of  an 
institution  as  to  the  employment  of  any  number  of  suitable  assistants,  at 
any  price  that  may  be  necessary. 

With  these  qualifications,  there  can  be  little  or  no  danger  of  personal 
liberty  being  unduly  or  unwisely  infringed  in  an  institution  for  the  insane. 

There  are  two  remarks  in  these  reports  of  Dr.  Conolly,  touching  the 
asylums  of  this  country,  which  deserve  a  passing  remark.  At  page  118, 
where  the  Resident  Physician  "  may  refer  to  the  liberal  manner  in  which 
the  attempt  [to  abolish  restraint]  has  been  received  at  Glasgow,  at  Mon- 
trose, at  Stafford,  and  by  the  Directors  of  the  Retreat  at  York,  as  well  as 
by  -physicians  of  asylums  in  America,''  &;c.  That  this  or  any  other 
proposition  or  suggestion  from  so  eminent  a  physician  as  Dr.  Conolly 
would  be  received  by  any  director  of  an  insane  hospital  in  America  with 
consideration  and  respect,  is  certain.  If  it  is  intended  to  intimate  that 
any  idea  of  changing  the  means  employed  at  present,  for  such  forms  ol 
restraint  as   this  Report  describes,  has  been  broached,  or  has  ever  been 
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thought  worth  the  trial,  in  any  institution  of  our  land,  we,  with  considera- 
ble ac(iu:\intance  with  the  management  of  many  of  our  institutions,  must 
be  allowed  to  doubt.  Even  if  we  should  happen  to  have  any  hospital 
supeiiniendent  who  could  be  seduced  into  the  attempt  from  any  faith  in 
its  truth,  or  from  the  newspaper  applause  which  might  accrue,  he  would 
probably  pause,  after  a  knowledge  of  the  sad  results  to  which  we  have 
referred. 

The  other  objectionable  observation  referred  to,  is  on  page  174.  "  In 
several  asylums,  where  as  yet  it  has  not  been  found  practicable  to  dis- 
continue restraints  entirely,  they  are  spoken  of  as  being  seldom  resorted 
to.  At  York,  Ipswich,  Dumfries,  Belfast,  Clonmel,  and  in  the  asylums 
of  Worcester,  Bloomingdale  and  Massachusetts  [jMcLean  Asylum]  in  the 
United  States,  this  testimony  has  been  distinctly  given."  "  Found  prac-^ 
ticable  " .'  The  i)hrase  found  ivise,  judicious  and  safe,  would  express 
much  nearer  the  views  of  those  gentlemen,  who  have  been  placed  at  the 
iiead  of  our  few,  but  unsurpassed,  institutions.  They  probably,  even  in 
comparison  with  the  boasted  abolition  of  all  bodily  restraints  as  in  these 
foreign  asylums,  may  console  themselves  with  the  belief  that  in  actual 
freedom  from  measures  of  irritating  interference  (including  generally  per- 
sonal restraint,  seclusion,  or  coercive  measures),  they  have  gone  further 
than  those  of  other  countries.  They  may  also  rejoice  that  no  morbid 
oscillation  of  the  pendulum  of  public  opinion,  thrust  far  from  its  equili- 
brium on  one  side,  by  undue  severity  within  their  institutions,  requires  it  to 
pass  the  bounds  of  truth  and  judgment  on  the  other,  before  its  true  posi- 
tion is  acquired. 


PROSPECTS   OF    NAVAL   SURGEONS. 

I  Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurKicalJournal.l 

As  the  inquiry  is  frequently  made  by  our  young  medical  men,  into  what 
prospects  the  situation  of  Assistant  Surgeon  holds  out  to  them,  we  think 
that  the  following  letter  may  not  be  uninteresting  or  unimportant.  It 
was  written  some  eighteen  months  ago,  by  an  Assistant  Surgeon  to  a 
friend  of  his,  a  Commander  in  the  Navy. 

Dear  .  *  *  *  When  asked,  some   months  since,  by  a  friend,  for 

my  advice  as  to  entering  the  Navy  as  an  Assistant  Surgeon,  I  told  him 
that  had  I  the  choice,  1  would  rather  be  struggling  amidst  all  the  priva- 
tions that  every  young  professional  man  without  means  has  to  endure, 
than  enter  the  Navy  as  an  Assistant  Surgeon  with  the  prospect  of  remain- 
ing in  it  for  life. 

Now  do  not  suppose  that  any  privation  of  personal  comfort  would 
make  me  come  to  this  conclusion.  Those  that  know  me  can  bear  witness 
that  I  can  endure  with  the  best,  can  eat  salt  grub  and  hard  tack  as  well 
as  any,  and  indeed  it  would  appear  affectation  to  say  how  perfectly  at 
home  I  feel  on  board  ship,  and  how  acceptable  all  my  duties  are.  It  is 
from  other  causes  that  my  dissatisfaction,  or,  to  use  the  proper  term,  my 
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disgust,  proceeds.  These  are,  the  present  want  of  protection  of  the  As- 
sistant Surgeons  by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  tiie  service — the  degrad- 
ing footing  upon  which  common  usage  places  them— the  total  disregard 
of  the  dignity  of  their  profession,  the  extent  of  their  acquirements,  or°the 
inherent  respectability  of  their  calling,  which  is  shown  by  other  officers. 

After  spending  some  three  years  in  acquiring  our  profession,  expending 
labor  and  money  upon  it,  we  pass  an  examination  which  entitles  us  to  a 
commission.  The  character  of  that  examination,  its  strictness  and  im- 
partiality, are  well  known.  Seldom  more  than  one  third  of  those  that 
present  themselves  for  this  examination  pass  it — often  not  that  proportion. 
It  puts  our  medical  attainments  beyond  question.  In  running  over  the 
list  of  Assistant  Surgeons,  I  find  there  are  but  twenty -seven  that  I  know. 
Of  these,  nine  (one  third)  would  anywhere  be  called  men  of  accom- 
plishments. One  is  a  fine  scholar  and  naturalist ;  a  second  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  four  modern  languages,  has  built  a  steam  engine,  and  shows 
considerable  talent  in  mechanics ;  a  third  is  an  accomplished  musician  ; 
two,  besides  being  read  in  five  modern  languages,  are  scientific  musicians ; 
another  is  one  of  the  best  read  men  in  English  literature  of  his  years 
that  I  know  of,  besides  a  classical  scholar  ;  another,  with  a  classical  edu- 
cation, is  a  scientific  musician,  and  draws  as  well  as  any  amateur  I  know. 
I  speak  nothing  of  a  mere  knowledge  of  French  and  Latin,  for  these  all 
ought  to  have,  and  in  giving  these  instances  I  have  rigidly  avoided  exao". 
geration.  Now  let  me  ask,  how  much  is  there  in  the  situation  of  officers 
of  our  grade,  with  such  acquirements,  to  make  them  satisfied  with  their 
condition  ?  They  come  on  board  ship  fully  qualified  for  the  exercise  of 
their  duty,  yet  are  associated  with  boys  perfectly  ignorant  of  theirs- 
They  have  a  commission  which  requires  the  approval  of  the  Senate ;  yet 
it  confers  no  right  that  the  midshipman  who  was  at  school  learning  to 
read  two  days  before,  may  not  dispute,  and  victoriously  too.  They°are 
not  permitted  to  bear  that  commission  until  they  are  of  age  ;  yet  a  boy 
who  has  not  got  over  the  whims  and  caprices  of  childhood  may  exert 
those  very  whims  and  caprices  to  the  discomfort  of  a  man  whose  attain- 
ments have  been  tested  and  stamped  with  a  high  value  by  a  rigid  exami- 
nation—attainments for  which  he  has  possibly  expended  alf  his  little 
means,  and  given  up  his  youth  to  privation  and"  toil— and  which  redound 
to  the  credit  of  the  service. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  do  men  remain  in  the  service  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ?  Why,  many  cannot  help  it ;  myself,  for  example— others 
are  for  a  time  by  chance  fortunately  situated,  as  I  happen  to  be  just 
now,  and  the  chain  does  not  gall— and  then,  getting  broken  in,  or  broken 
down,  they  find  it  too  late  to  resign.  For  myself— on  shore  I  enjoy  a  social 
position  which  I  have  every  reason  to  be  well  satisfied  with,  and  which 
(and  I  say  it  without  vanity)  I  have  obtained,  or  at  least  maintained,  for 
myself  by  my  acquirements,  such  as  they  are;  yet  in  the  Navy,  what 
does  this  avail  me  ?  Have  I  a  single  honor  shown  rne  which  is  not  shared 
by  a  midshipman  who  cannot  speak  good  grammar  ?  Last  cruise  1  was 
under  an  ilhterate  Commodore  and  narrow-minded  1st  Lieutenant  (and  I 
may  be  again) — made  to  wait  in  a  boat  for  a  ward-room  mess  boy — hav- 
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inff  the  attempt  made  to  force  me  to  take  my  meals  at  the  same  hours 
with  the  men — and  subjected  to  many  like  annoyances  wortliy  the 
source  whence  they  sprung.  Treated  thus  by  those  highest  in  command, 
reduced  by  them  to  the  level  of  the  forward  officers,  my  relations  with 
others  could  not  be  more  favorable,  and  the  picture  is  not  overdrawn  nor 
indeed  half  filled  up. 

I  have  escaped  the  service  in  a  Sloop  of  War,  where  an  Assistant  Sur- 
geon, with  his  disposition  to  study,  is  thrown  into  a  steerage  without  a  spot 
he  can  call  his  own  ;  forced  to  sit  at  table  with  a  set  of  unruly  boys, 
whose  noise  and  uproar  he  is  never  for  a  moment  freed  of;  his  books 
made  a  laughing  stock,  his  habits  of  study  ridiculed  and  broken  in  upon  ; 
while  a  boatswain,  who  cannot  read,  and  who  has  been  accustomed  all 
his  life  to  sleep  in  a  hammock,  has,  as  well  as  each  of  the  forward  offi- 
cers, a  state-room  to  himself.  In  looking  forward,  I  find  that  though 
the  entrance  into  the  ward-room  gives  certain  outward  marks  of  honor, 
such  as  a  pipe  at  the  side,  &;c. — things  to  me  of  no  value — yet  it  gives 
no  increased  respectability  of  station.  The  purser,  a  mere  accountant, 
has  more  deference  shown  him  ;  and  the  lieutenant  who  got  his  commis- 
sion yesterday,  and  who  without  it  might  be  a  mere  cypher,  takes  pre- 
cedence over  a  Surgeon  of  the  Fleet,  gray  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
to  which  each  year  he  may  have  added  more  credit  and  reputation.  I 
have  an  instance  of  this  in  our  present  Surgeon — a  man  of  great  ac- 
quirements, well  read  in  German,  Spanish,  French  and  English  literature 
— a  classical  scholar,  and  highly  perfected  in  all  manly  accomplishments, 
yet  scarce  receiving  what  would  gratify  the  feelings  of  a  third-rate  school- 
master. 

Now  do  not  suppose  that  I  have  any  absurd  idea  of  what  the  privi- 
leges of  a  Surgeon  should  be,  or  that  I  think  an  Assistant  Surgeon 
should  step  into  all  the  honors  that  long-tried  and  faithful  service 
entitle  a  man  to.  For  an  Assistant  I  ask  (and  I  ask  it  in  the  name  of 
their  well-founded  and  well-proved  professional  knowledge,  and  in  the 
name  of  their  ability  by  such  knowledge,  and  by  their  accomplishments, 
to  do  credit  and  bring  honor  to  the  service  to  which  they  belong)  honors 
in  common  with  other  commissioned  officers — an  assimilated  rank  with 
masters — a  seat  at  the  ward-room  table  on  board  Sloops  of  War — a  state- 
room out  on  birth-deck  of  ships  of  that  class,  where  he  may  have  some 
chance  of  at  least  retaining  the  knowledge  with  which  he  entered  the 
service.  For  a  Surgeon  I  would  ask  an  assimilated  rank  (as  in  the  army) 
with  lieutenants,  taking  rank  by  date,  and  proceeding  through  the  grades 
of  commander  and  captain.  Now  all  this  would  give  me  no  higher  an  esti- 
mation of  myself  than  I  have  at  present.  It  would  not  make  me  feel 
myself  a  greater  man  or  a  more  learned  physician  ;  but  it  would  show  to 
others  that  my  attainments  were  legally  respected,  and  it  would  put  me 
above  the  whims  and  caprices  of  men  infinitely  beneath  me  in  intellect 
and  acquirements.  At  present,  what  inducement  have  1  in  the  service  to 
exert  myself?  Were  I  as  learned  as  Louis,  or  as  fine  a  surgeon  as  Du- 
puytren,  would  it  benefit  me  one  particle  in  any  possible  way  ?  I  have 
no  esprit  du  corps ;  I  have  never  had  anything  to  give  it  me.     I  am  by 
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law  or  by  usage  the  companion  of  boys  and  forward  officers.  Officers  of 
other  grades  do  not  look  upon  me  as  one  of  themselves,  and  I  have  nothing 
in  common  with  them.  The  time  has  gone  by,  if  ever  it  was,  when  1 
felt  that  I  gained  honor  by  being  in  the  service.  I  can  say  in  truth, 
with  nearly  every  one  of  my  corps, 

"  My  office  lends  me  no  grace 
I  do  not  pay  it  back." 

We  do  more  credit  by  far  to  the  Navy  than  it  does  to  us;  and  in  return 
I  ask  of  government  merely  such  outward  marks  of  respect  as  are  due  to 
the  professional  and  other  attainments  which  we  are  acknowledged  to 
possess. 


CHEMICAL   ANALYSIS   OF  THE  HOT  SPRINGS  OF   VIRGINIA. 

[Since  the  publication  of  an  article,  three  weeks  ago,  on  the  Hot  Springs, 
the  results  of  our  personal  observations  on  the  spot,  the  following  commu- 
nication has  been  received  from  Dr.  Goode,  to  whom  we  tender  our  thanks 
for  past  kindness  and  civilities.] 

There  are  seven  baths  at  this  place,  four  of  them  spout,  each  supplied 
with  water  from  a  separate  spring,  and  of  the  following  tern peralures  : — one 
of  98,  one  of  100,  two  of  102,  and  three  of  106.  The  effects  of  these  waters 
in  various  chronic  diseases,  prove  that  they  possess  the  most  decided  medi- 
cinal powers,  though  they  are  considered  by  many  as  simple  hot  water. 
They  have  been  critically  analyzed  by  Professor  Wm.  B.  Rogers,  of.  the 
University  of  Virginia,  and  according  to  a  late  communication  from  him 
upon  the  subject,  the  saline  ingredients  in  100  cubic  inches  of  the  water 
are  as  follows  : —  j 

Carbonate  of  lime             -  .             .      7.013 

Carbonate  of  magnesia            -  -              1.324 

Sulphate  of  hme      -         -  -             -       1.302 

Sulphate  of  magnesia              -  -              1.530 

Sulphate  of  soda             .  _             -        1,363 
Chloride  of  sodium  and  magnesium,  with  a 

trace  of  chloride  calcium  -         -         0.105 

Proto-carbonate  of  iron           -  -             0.096 

Silica     -             -             -  -             -       0.045 

The  free  gas  consists  of  Nitrogen  S3 

Oxygen  gas  10 

Carbonic  acid  gas  7 

The  effects  of  the.se  waters,  when  drank,  are  such  as  we  might  expect 
from  our  knowledge  of  their  ascertained  constituent  parts.  But  the  che- 
mical composition  of  a  mineral  water  can  lead  to  no  safe  conclusions  as 
to  its  full  medicinal  powers.  Its  most  potent  part  may  be  incapable  of 
analysis  or  destroyed  by  the  process,  and  its  mere  properties  cannot  be 
developed  by  analysis.  Our  only  sure  test  is  experience  of  the  actual 
result  when  applied  to  the  diseased  human  system.     I  have  resided  at 
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the  Hot  Springs  for  ten  entire  seasons,  and  watched  their  effects  on  seve- 
ral thousand  invalids  with  all  the  interest  which  ownership  and  a  sincere 
sympathy  for  suffering  humanity  could  excite,  and  the  results  of  my  ob- 
servations are  these.  When  taken  internally,  they  are  anti-acid,  mildly 
aperient,  and  freely  diuretic  and  diaphoretic  ;  but  when  used  as  a  general 
bath,  their  effects  are  great,  and  exceed  all  reasonable  expectation.  They 
equalize  an  unbalanced  circulation,  and  thereby  restore  to  different  im- 
portant parts  of  the  system,  when  torpid,  that  natural  and  peculiar  sensi- 
bility, upon  the  existence  of  which  their  capacity  to  perform  their  respec- 
tive functions,  and  the  beneficial  action  of  all  remedies,  depend.  They 
relax  contracted  tendons,  excite  the  action  of  the  absorbent  system,  pro- 
mote glandular  secretion,  exert  a  marked  and  salutary  influence  over  the 
whole  biliary  and  uterine  systems,  and  often  relieve  in  a  short  time  excru- 
ciating pain  caused  by  palpable  and  long-standing  disease  of  some  vital 
organ. 


STATISTICS   OF  CANCER. 

M.  Tanchou  has  lately  brought  under  the  view  of  the  French  Academy 
of  Sciences  a  very  elaborate  paper  on  the  relative  frequency  of  cancers, 
from  which  the  following  statements  are  extracted  : 

From  1830  to  1840  inclusive,  there  died  in  the  department  of  the 
Seine  (city  of  Paris  and  arronds.,  Sceaux  and  St.  Denis)  382,851  per- 
sons ;  namely,  194,735  males,  and  188,1 16  females.  Of  these  deaths, 
9118  were  from  cancer;  2161  in  males,  and  6957  in  females.  The 
deaths  from  cancer*  were  irregularly  progressive  throughout  this  period, 
being  668  in  1830,  and  889  in  1840  (a  circumstance,  doubtless,  attri- 
butable in  part  to  increase  of  population,  but  according  to  M.  Tanchou 
only  partly  so).  The  deaths  from  this  cause  were  mostly  in  the  city  of 
Paris  ;  in  which  7999  individuals  had  deceased  from  cancer  within  the 
eleven  years  mentioned,  making  a  proportion  of  2.54  per  cent,  to  the 
total  deaths  ;  while  in  the  arronds.  Sceaux  and  St.  Denis,  the  deaths  in 
the  same  period  were  only  1119,  or  1.63  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  The 
following  table  shows  the  influence  which  age  has  on  the  development 
of  cancer. 


Age  in  years. 

From  1   to  10 

Deaths  form 
Cancer. 

23 

Males. 

9 

Females. 

14 

10  —  20 

26 

13 

13 

20  —  30 

231 

62 

169 

30  —  40 

1012 

190 

822 

40  —  50 

1975 

339 

1636 

50  —  60 

2108 

488 

1620 

60  —  70 

2067 

598 

1469 

*  Under  this  term  are  included  not  only  the  disease  to  which  the  name  cancer  is  strictly  applied, 
but  scirrhus  of  other  kindsi,  o«leo-sarcoma,  encephaloid  tumors,  noli-me-tangere,  sarcocele  ;  in  short, 
All  descriptions  ol'  maliguunt  growths. 
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Age  in  years. 

70  —  80 

Deaths  from 
Cancer. 

1315 

Males. 

398 

Females, 

917 

80  —  90 

335 

62 

273 

90—100 

26 

4 

22 

Total 


9118 


2165 


6955 


M.  Tauchou  found,  in  the  above  cases,  the  relative  frequency  of  the 
disease  in  different  parts  to  be  as  follows  : 

Seat.  Cases. 

Thorax,  arm-pit,  thyroid 

gland  (each)         -         -         8 

Scrotum,  groin,  lungs,  colon 
(each)         -         -         -         7 

Head,  heart,  arm  (each)       -      6 

Epiploon,  prostate,  hand,  male 
breast  (each)        -         -         5 

Forehead,  shoulder,  throat,  ear, 
pharynx  (each)       -  -      4 

Kidney,  parotid  gland,  tonsils, 
larynx,  palate  (each)       -       3 

Temple,  chin,  coecum,  vulva, 
&;c.  (each)  -         -  2 

Cranium,  cerebellum,  retina, 
orbit,  aethmoid  and  mastoid 
bones,  sternum,  pleura,  peri- 
toneum, female  urethra,  &.c. 
(each)         -         -         -         1 

Cancers  without  specified 

seat        .        -        -      *829 

The  population  of  Europe  appears  to  be  much  more  liable  to  cancerous 
degeneration  than  that  of  other  parts  of  the  globe.  It  is  said  that  traces 
of  such  disease  have  been  met  with  in  Egyptian  mummies,  while  Clot 
Bey,  and  other  medical  authorities,  have  stated  that  it  is  never  met  with 
among  the  indigenous  population  of  Egypt  in  the  present  day,  but  only 
among  the  Turkish  women  of  the  country,  and  in  them  but  rarely.  In 
the  East  generally,  it  is  affirmed  to  be  much  more  prevalent  among  Chris- 
tians than  Mussulmans.  Rozet  says  it  is  very  rare  in  the  north  of  Af- 
rica ;  Bac  asserts  the  same  as  respects  Senegal ;  and  several  practitioners 
in  the  French  possessions  in  Algiers  have  never  seen  it  there.  From 
these  and  other  facts  M.  Tanchou  forms  his  conclusion  that  cancer  is  the 
more  frequent  in  proportion  as  civilization  advances,  and  other  conclusions 
to  which  he  has  arrived  are  the  following : — 


Seat. 

Cases. 

Uterus 

- 

-      2996 

Stomach 

- 

-  2303 

Female  breast 

- 

-       1147 

Liver     - 

- 

-     578 

Rectum 

- 

221 

Abdomen 

- 

-      188 

Intestine    - 

- 

146 

Bladder 

. 

72 

Face 

-    71 

Mesentery     - 

- 

66 

Ovary     - 

- 

-      64 

Tongue 

- 

36 

Eye,  jaw  (each) 

- 

-     24 

Brain 

_ 

28 

Testicle 

- 

-      21 

Lip     - 

- 

16 

Vagina 

- 

14 

Spleen,  anus,oeso 

phagus(each)  13 

Nose,  mouth  (each) 

11 

Thigh,  penis  (each)    - 

-    10 

Leg     - 

- 

9 

*  These  are  supposed  to  have  been  principally  cancers  of  the  breast,  which,  therefore,  might  stand 
in  the  table  as  198],  a  number  comprising  cancers  in  the  breast  in  botli  sexes. 
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That  the  cause  of  this  disease  prevails  throughout  the  whole  economy, 
h\it  moi'e  especially  in  the  jluicls  than  in  the  solid  constituents  of  the 
body.  That,  though  in  the  present  state  of  medical  science  the  treatment 
of  cancer  must  remain  empirical,  the  disease  admits  of  cure  in  certain 
cases.  That  there  is  no  method  of  treatment  uniformly  adapted  to  all 
cases;  and  that  there  is  no  known  specific  for  cancer. —  Gaz.  dcs  Hopi- 
taux. 
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The  Saratoga  Springs. — Those  who  have  gone  the  entire  round  of 
the  principal  mineral  waters  of  the  United  States,  give,  on  the  whole, 
a  decided  preference  to  those  of  Saratoga.  Invalids,  especially,  mani- 
fest their  partiality  very  plainly  for  these  fountains.  If  _  they  ever 
were  valuable,  at  any  past  period,  they  have  been  essentially  improved  of 
late,  according  to  Dr.  Chilton's  recent  analysis.  The  old  Congress  spring 
is  certainly  improved,  and  is  superior  to  all  others  in  that  neighborhood. 
It  now  contains  less  iron,  by  a  great  amount,  than  formerly,  and  more 
iodine  and  bromide  ;  and  since  all  fresh  water  has  been  excluded  by  the 
new  curb,  a  forcible  cathartic  power  is  acknowledged  by  strangers.  No- 
thing, in  fact,  can  resist  the  feeling  evidence  of  its  activity  ;  and  yet  not  a 
.single  day's  education  of  the  gastric  organs  is  necessary  to  render  the  wa- 
ter palatable.  No  nauseous  sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  to  be  forced  into  the 
stomach  against  the  permission  of  half  the  guardian  senses. 

The  annually  increasing  attractions  of  Saratoga  exert  an  influence  of  a 
wholesome  character.  Who  could  resist  the  thrill  of  delight  that  takes 
uncontrolled  possession  of  the  multitude,  every  pleasant  morning,  while 
two  bands  of  musicians  are  exerting  themselves  over  sonae  of  the  sweetest 
airs  that  ever  were  composed  ?  The  various  and  amusing  costumes  pre- 
sented to  the  eye,  as  group  after  group  presses  towards  the  spring ;  the  salu- 
tations of  acquaintances ;  the  various  attitudes ;  the  laughing,  groaning, 
and  limpings  ;  together  with  the  echoes  of  the  sweetest  musical  tones,  and 
an  atmosphere  charged  with  vitality,  give,  in  our  estimation,  a  finish  and 
a  crowning  glory  to  Saratoga.  There  would  be  no  end,  were  we  fully 
bent  on  details,  in  regard  to  the  liberality  of  Dr.  Clark,  the  proprietor,  or 
the  keeper  of  the  Pavilion,  to  whom  the  public  is  greatly  indebted  for  these 
increased  and  refined  enjoyments.  More  than  one  thousand  new  lodg- 
ings have  been  provided  in  Saratoga,  in  addition  to  those  existing  about 
five  years  ago.  Full  4000  persons  are  assumed  to  have  been  steadily  on  the 
ground  the  present  season.  Expenses  range  from  S2  to  $12  per  week, 
and  hence  all  classes  of  persons  are  sure  to  be  well  provided  for,  and  at  a 

fair  rata.  i      i       v. 

It  is  an  essential  advantage  at  all  the  principal  springs,  lately,  that  ex- 
perienced, scientific  physicians  have  established  themselves  near  by,  whose 
study  it  is,  from  season   to   season,  to  watch  the  effects  of  these  powerful 
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mineral  agents,  both  on  the  internal  and  external  surface.  From  an  ex- 
amination of  Dr.  North's  case  book,  extracts  from  which  appear  in  this 
Journal  nearly  every  year,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  no  falling  ofF  of  medi- 
cal consultations.  The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  Dr.  Moorman's  and 
Dr.  Johnston's  memoranda  at  the  White  Sulphur,  and  Dr.  Goode's  at  the 
Hot  Springs.  From  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  true  state  of  things,  we 
feel  greatly  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  long  since  advanced,  that  physicians 
should  impress  upon  the  patients  whom  they  send  to  the  springs,  the  ne- 
cessity that  exists  for  having  the  advice  of  these  resident  physicians.  They 
should  be  discouraged  from  the  adoption  of  any  plans  of  their  own  in  re- 
gard to  the  use  of  the  water.  It  is  the  ambition  of  these  resident  practi- 
tioners to  return  the  invalid  to  his  family  physician  so  much  revolutionized 
by  a  judicious  use  of  these  waters,  as  to  render  the  remainder  of  his 
convalescence  an  easy  matter.  We  have  found  indubitable  proof  of  the 
skilful  and  honorable  treatment  of  strangers,  who  seek  advice,  which  is 
exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  sick,  and  creditable  to  the  character  of  the 
profession. 

Such  are  the  facilities  for  reaching  Saratoga,  with  comfort  and  rapidity 
of  movement,  so  unlike  the  snail  pace  and  expense  incurred  in  o-ettino-  to 
our  other  fashionable  springs,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  company 
will  be  constantly  on  the  increase  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

Still  another  advantage,  not  to  be  overlooked,  which  pertains  to  no  other 
truly  valuable  watering  place,  except  Saratoga,  is  a  large  stationary  popu- 
lation of  nearly  4000  inhabitants,  which  prevents  that  sense  of  loneliness 
and  desertion  after  the  fashionables  retire,  which  is  keenly  felt  by  the  last 
who  linger  at  any  other  spring.  On  account  of  the  facilities  of  rail  roads, 
the  season  commences  about  the  first  of  May  and  lasts  quite  into  October. 
For  some  invalids  September  is  far  better  than  the  hot  and  crowded 
month  of  August.  Even  in  winter,  on  account  of  the  ready  means  of 
approach,  the  travelling  sick  can  make  a  call  at  Saratoga.  The  baths  are 
believed  to  be  as  valuable  in  the  depth  of  winter  as  in  the  heat  of 
summer.  Bath  owners,  it  is  understood,  propose  to  keep  their  establish- 
ments open  through  the  cold  weather.  Our  rheumatic  and  gouty  friends 
may  derive  immense  benefit  from  this  kind  of  medication.  It  is  not  im- 
possible that  this  class  of  unfortunates  may  yet  make  their  fashionable 
season  in  the  depth  of  winter,  at  Saratoga.  We  entertain  the  highest  ex- 
pectations in  regard  to  the  effects  of  hot  mineral  baths  in  these  two  very 
painful  maladies. 

Thus,  we  have  freely  expressed  an  individual  preference,  which  may 
not  precisely  accord  with  the  opinions  of  all  our  professional  brethren  ; 
the  real  value,  however,  of  the  comforts  appertaining  to  Saratoga,  to  say 
nothing  of  its  sparkling  fountains,  will  not  be  considered  over  estimated 
by  gentlemen  who  have  visited  all  the  essential  springs  in  the  Union. 


Practical  histruction  in  A?iimal  Mag/ietism. — As  long  ago  as  1837, 
Thomas  C.  Hartshorn,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  of  literary  and  scientific  taste, 
translated  the  work  of  J.  P.  F.  Deleuze,  on  this  subject,  from  the  French 
— to  which  were  appended  a  vast  many  notes  and  observations,  the  result 
of  much  industrious  inquiry  among  physicians  and  others,  in  regard  to 
animal  magnetism.  He  has  now  produced  a  revised  edition,  considerably- 
enlarged  by  what  he  considers  new  facts.     The  design  of  Deleuze  was  to 
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keep  Mesmerism  in  the  hands  of  the  profession,  and  his  object  has  been 
favored  throughout  the  appendix,  for  the  translator  has  some  apprehen- 
sions that  physicians  will  not  duly  appreciate  the  importance  of  rescu- 
ing the  subject  from  the  constrictor  embrace  of  ignorant  pretenders.  Mr. 
Hartshorn  says,  so  far  as  he  is  able  to  judge,  people  are  inclined  to  try  its 
remedial  eflfects,  whenever  recommended  by  proper  authority. 

The  translator  is  an  honest  man — a  gentleman  for  whom  we  entertain 
a  high  personal  regard  ;  and  because  his  claims  are  based  on  genuine 
worth  of  character,  whatever  comes  from  his  pen  will  receive  respectful 
consideration.  We  shall  not  attempt,  however,  to  conceal  our  views  of 
animal  magnetism,  or  the  impostors  and  vagabonds  who  are  its  principal 
advocates  and  expounders  in  New  England.  It  amounts  almost  to  degra- 
dation to  be  identified  with  the  practice  as  served  up  before  gaping  crowds 
of  ignoramuses,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  country.  Those 
who  were  disposed,  at  one  time,  to  pursue  a  philosophical  inquiry,  and 
show  its  truths,  if  it  had  any,  were  disgusted,  and  gave  up  in  utter  despair. 
It  is  the  handy  engine  of  unprincipled,  lazy,  knavish,  ignorant,  travelling 
nuisances,  who  pick  up  pennies  by  it,  because  they  can  do  it  more  easily 
than  by  any  regular,  honest  employment.  Without  wishing  to  provoke  a 
controversy  with  those  whose  organ  of  credulity  is  larger  than  our  own, 
we  cheerfully  recommend  to  them  this  translation,  with  a  hope  that  it  will 
correct  some  of  their  errors  of  judgment,  and  conduce  to  the  promotion  of 
inductive  science. 


Medical  College  of  Richmond,  Fa.— Jeffries  Wyman,  M.D.,  of  this 
city,  has  received  the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology in  this  flourishing  institution.  The  lectures  commence  about  the 
first  of  November,  and  "continue,  it  is  said,  three  months. 


Columbian  CoZZe^e.— Benjamin  Hallowell,  Esq.,  a  distinguished  che- 
mist, late  of  Alexandria,  D.  C,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try in  the  Medical  Department  of  Columbian  College,  Washington  city, 
in  the  place  of  the  late  Dr.  Hall.  He  is  an  able  lecturer,  and  a  gentleman 
of  very  extensive  scientific  attainments. 


Officers  of  the  Bennington  Co.  (Vt.)  Medical   Society,  for  the  Year 
1843-4 : — Herman  Tucker,  Fresideiit. 

F.  B.  Morgan,  Vice  President. 

John  Cooke,  Secretary. 

F.  Johnson,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Amariah  Benson,  Treasurer. 
Censors. — F.  Johnson,  A.  Lock,  J.  Cooke. 
Librarian. — Luther  Mosley. 
Delegates  to  State  Medical  Society.— Y.  B.  Morgan,  L.  Mosley. 


Boston  Medical  Police.— k  pamphlet,  containing  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Boston  Medical  Association,  was  distributed  last  week,  com- 
prising a  correct  catalogue  of  members,  from  its  formation  in  1806  to 
June,  1843— 321  in  all.     Of  these,  73  have  died  ;  18  left  the  practice ; 
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101  left  the  city.  Of  this  latter  number,  many  have  since  died.  The 
profession,  however,  is  constantly  on  the  increase  in  this  and  all  other 
large  towns  and  cities — wholly  beyond  the  Avants  of  the  public. 

Medical  Staff  of  the  Navy- — A  letter  is  published  in  the  Journal  to- 
day, which  sets  forth  the  grievances  and  degradations  of  Assistant  Surgeons 
of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  Some  remedy  should  be  devised  for  bettering  their 
condition  on  shipboard  ;  this  is  certainly  required  as  an  act  of  justice.  It 
will  be  difficult,  by  and  by,  to  find  candidates  for  that  service,  if  they  are 
not  even  respected  by  their  inferiors. 


Management  of  the  hisane. — The  reader  is  referred  to  an  article  com- 
mencing at  page  13.3  in  to-day's  Journal,  on  a  subject  of  much  importance 
— too  long  to  have  place  in  the  editorial  department  of  the  Journal,  where, 
perhaps,  it  legitimately  belongs. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Assistant  Surgeon  Dr.  Marius  Duvall,  has  gone 
out  in  the  U.  S.  Schooner  Phoenix,  bound  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. — A  negro 
woman,  nearly  50,  belonging  to  a  Creole  family  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Lan- 
dry, Louisiana,  has  had  thirty-five  children.  She  was  20  when  the  first 
was  born.  She  gave  birth  to  twins  five  times,  triplets  three  times,  and 
has  twenty  children  now  living. — Dr.  Richard  Wayne,  of  Savannah, 
was  shot  at  in  the  street,  recently,  and  wounded,  but  is  likely  to  recover. 
— Dr.  Zina  Pitcher,  of  Wayne,  Michigan,  has  been  nominated  for  Gov- 
ernor of  that  State. — Dr.  Mott,  of  New  York,  has  been  elected  an  hono- 
rary member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Belgium. — A  tract 
has  been  written  in  England  on  the  evils  of  late  hours  in  business — its 
causes  and  its  cures.  The  author  had  better  begin  with  the  British  Par- 
liament for  his  first  patient. — An  edition  of  Dr.  Dickson's  Fallacies  of  the 
Faculty,  is  published  for  the  people.  They  understood  them  pretty  well 
before. — A  treatise  on  the  trealmentof  pulmonary  consumption  with  Naph- 
tha, by  John  Hastings,  M.D.,  seems  to  take  better  with  the  public  than 
the  naphtha  is  taken  by  his  patients. — Mobile  is  unusually  healthful  for  the 
season. 

To  Correspondents. — Professor  Lindsly's  paper  on  leucorrhcea  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  will  have  an  insertion  next  week. 

Married, — At  Sandwich,  Dr.  David  T.  Huckins  to  Miss  Sarah  F.,  daughter  of 
Dr.  C.  White,  all  of  S. 

Died,— AtPeekskill,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Nehemiah  Brush,  57.— At  New  Orleans,  Dr. 
John  Nichols. — At  Stowe,  Mass.,  Dr.  Rand. — In  the  Parish  of  St.  John,  La.,  Dr. 
Thomas  Norvell,  post-master. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  16,  49.— Males,  30— Females,  19.    StiUborn,  3. 

Of  consumption,  7 — dysentery,  4 — cholera  infantum,  4 — bowel  complaint,  3 — dropsy  on  the  brain, 
2— hooping  cough,  1 — cro\ip,  1 — inflammdtion  of  the  lungs,  2— infantile,  1— old  age,  3— accidental,  1 
— erysipelHs,Jl — lung  fever,  2 — teething,  1 — suffocalion,  1 — marasmus,  3 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1 — 
cholera  morbus,  1 — palsy,  1 — epilepsy,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — (ever,  1 — measles,  1 — congestion  of  the  brain, 
1— influenza,  1— child-bed,  1 — canker,  1— unknown,  1. 

Under  5  ye;irs,  27— between  u  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  60  years,  13— oyer  60  years,  4, 
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Man  a  Ruminating  Animal. — "  I  knew,  many  years  ago  (says  Sir  H. 
Marsh,  who  recounts  several  similar  cases  also),  a  remarkable  example  of 
rumination  in  a  gentleman  who  was  a  clerk  in  a  bank.  He  enjoyed  good 
health,  lived  at  his  desk,  took  but  little  exercise,  and  dined  hurriedly, 
scarcely  allowing  himself  time  to  masticate  his  food.  Soon  after  dinner, 
portions  of  food,  with  little  or  no  effort  on  his  part,  ascended  into  his  mouth, 
were  re-masticated  and  again  swallowed.  In  this  manner,  according  to 
his  own  account,  the  whole  of  the  food  he  had  taken  underwent  this 
secondary  process.  It  was  a  source  of  much  enjoyment  to  him,  and  he 
prided  himself  upon  the  possession  of  this   novel,   but  not  very  enviable, 

capability." 

"  111  blows  the  wind  that  profits  nobody," 

says  Shakspeare,  and  we  have  an  illustration  of  its  truth  in  this — that  to 
the  above  kind  of  affection  we  are  likely  to  be  indirectly  indebted  for  a 
useful  scientific  work.  Sir  Henry  Marsh  enumerates,  among  other  cases, 
that  of  a  physician  in  extensive  practice  in  a  large  rural  district  in  Ireland, 
but  who,  having  become  subject  to  this  regurgitation,  had  determined  to 
seek  recovery  in  absence  from  professional  labors.  He  is  now  travelling 
about  from  place  to  place  in  quest  of  health,  and  having  resolved  to  visit 
and  examine  every  remarkable  spa  in  Ireland,  there  is  reason  to  expect 
that  a  valuable  work  will  grow  out  of  this  tour  of  health,  by  Dr.  A.  K. 

"  This  form  of  disease  is  generally  traceable  to  long-continued  mental 
anxieties ;  to  over-thoughtful,  studious,  sedentary,  and  solitary  habits  ;  to 
the  swallowing  of  food  hastily  without  sufficient  mastication  and  insaliva- 
tion ;  to  the  utter  neglect  of  the  two  most  excellent  promoters  of  healthy 
digestion — cheerful  society,  and  full,  free,  enjoyable  muscular  exercise. 
.  .  I  have  generally  found  it  useful  to  advise  for  the  patient  the 
recumbent  position  for  an  hour  or  more  after  each  meal;  to  eat  slowly, 
and  to  masticate  well  the  food;  to  eat  less  than  the  appetite  demands; 
and  to  be  abstinent  in  the  proportion  of  fluids,  so  as  to  avoid  distension  of 
the  stomach." — Sir  Henry  Marsh  on  Regurgitation,  Dublin  Journal. 


Muriate  of  Quinine. — The  ordinary  mode  of  obtaining  this  salt  has 
hitherto  been  by  decomposing  the  sulphate  of  quinine  by  muriate  of  bary- 
ta, but  Signer  "Pagani,  an  Italian  chemist,  has  lately  found  means  to  pro- 
cure it  by  the  aid  of  a  substance  destitute  of  the  poisonous  quality  of  a 
barytic  salt.  He  dissolves  one  part  by  weight  of  neutral  sulphate  of  qui- 
nia  in  9  parts  of  boiling  alcohol,  sp.  gr.  8.850.  To  this  he  adds  another 
solution  of  three  parts  of  dry  common  salt  in  IS  parts  of  hot  water,  and 
boils  the  whole.  On  adding  now  20  parts  of  water,  crystals  of  muriate 
of  quinine  are  found  thrown  down,  and  additional  crystals,  in  all  making 
a  quantity  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  sulphate  employed,  are  obtained  by 
the  distillation  and  evaporation  of  the  mother  liquid,  by  which  process, 
also,  the  alcohol  previously  employed  is  re-obtained.  The  muriate  formed 
in  this  way  is  white  and  transparent,  more  readily  soluble  than  the  sul- 
phate in  both  water  and  alcohol,  neutral,  and  its  solution  is  not  rendered 
turbid  by  the  addition  of  muriate  of  baryta.  A  muriate  of  quinia  is  also 
procured  by  boiling  one  part  by  weight  of  sulphate  of  quinine  with  40 
parts  of  water,  and  3  parts  of  chloride  of  sodium  in  IS  parts  of  water,  then 
mixing  and  evaporating  these  solutions.  The  salt  thus  obtained  differs 
from  the  foregoing  in  being  in  lenticular  and  compact  (dull  ?)  crystals,  in- 
stead of  needle-shaped  and  iridescent  ones,  such  as  those  produced  by  the 
first-detailed  process. —  Gioryi.  per  Serv.  ai  Progressi,  ^-c. 
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EXTRACTS   FROM   A   MONOGRAPH    ON    LEUCORRHCEA. 

By    Harvey    Lindsly,  M.D.,  Professor    of   Obstetric  Medicine    in    the    Columbian     College, 

Washington  City. 

The  term  "  leucorrhoea  "  is  applied  by  most  modern  authors  to  a  whitish 
or  yellowish  discharge  froin  the  vagina,  whether  the  secretion  actually 
takes  place  from  its  lining  membrane  or  from  that  of  the  uterus;  and  as 
a  diagnosis  between  the  two  varieties  of  the  disease  is  somewhat  difficult, 
and  their  general  modes  of  treatment  somewhat  similar,  many  authors,  and 
probably  most  practitioners,  do  not  regard  the  distinction  at  all,  but  are 
content  with  describing  and  treating  the  two  diseases  under  one  gene- 
ral term. 

It  is  unquestionably  of  much  importance,  in  most  if  not  in  all  cases  of 
leucorrhoea,  to  be  able  to  decide  to  which  of  these  varieties  the  particu- 
lar example  under  our  care  belongs,  because  the  two  organs  (uterus  and 
vagina)  differ  not  a  little  in  their  functional  peculiarities  and  their  sympa- 
thetic connections,  and  therefore  our  remedial  measures  must  be  modified 
accordingly.  I  am  of  opinion,  with  Churchill,  though  many  modern  au- 
thors of  skill  and  experience  think  differently,  that  the  diagnosis,  by  care 
and  observation,  can  generally  be  made  out. 

Leucorrhoea  which  has  its  seat  in  the  uterus,  may  be  distinguished  from 
vaginal,  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  its  appearance — as,  for 
example,  when  it  occurs  immediately  or  soon  alter  abortion  or  delivery  ; 
by  its  taking  the  place  of  the  regular  menstrual  discharge;  by  its  greater 
violence  and  more  general  effect  on  the  constitution  :  by  the  quantity  of 
the  discharge  being  increased  after  the  catamenia  cease,  or  just  before 
they  commence  ;  by  its  gradually  encroaching  upon  the  performance  of 
that  function,  causing  the  flow  to  be  less  copious  in  quantity  and  less 
regular  in  its  return  ;  and  when  it  occurs  in  young  females,  where  nature 
seems  to  be  making  an  effort  to  bring  on  the  catamenia.  Whenever, 
therefore,  any,  or  several  of  these  circumstances  are  noticed  in  connection 
with  leucorrhoea,  we  may  with  much  reason  conclude  that  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  uterus  is  diseased,  although  perhaps  it  would  be  going  too 
far,  in  the  present  state  of  our  pathological  knowledge,  to  say  positively 
that  the  vagina  was  not  also  implicated. 

Considerable  difficulty  may  also   be   anticipated  in  the  attempt  to  dis- 
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tinguish  leucorrhcea  (either  vaginal  or  uterine)  from  gonorrhoea.  For  not- 
wiihstaiiding  Dr.  Good  contends  that  tills  can  happen  only  to  "novices," 
I  believe  there  are  very  few  physicians  of  the  present  day,  who  have  en- 
joyed considerable  opportunities  for  observing  these  diseases,  who  will  not 
only  admit  the  great  uncertainty  of  all  the  usual  diagnostic  marks,  but  the 
occasional  impossibillly  of  deciding  between  them.  Dr.  G.'s  idea  that 
we  can  distinguish  gonorrhoea  by  the  local  irritation  extending  to  the  mea- 
tus urinarius,  producing  distressing  pain  in  making  water,  and  that  these 
symptoms  are  not  to  be  found  in  leucorrhcea,  is  notoriously  erroneous ; 
and  one  is  tempted  to  think  that  this  assertion  is  only  one  of  the  many 
instances  in  medical  literature  where  dicta  are  put  forth  with  all  the  so- 
leumlty  of  ex  catiiedra  authority,  although  unsupported  by  a  single  cor- 
rect clinical  observation.  Ardor  urinse  is  unquestionably  by  no  means  an 
uncommon  symptom  in  leucorrhcea. 

De  Graaf  de  mulln.  organ,  p.  140,  supposes  that  we  may  distinguish 
fluor  albus  from  blenorrhoea  by  the  respective  localities  of  their  sources  ; 
the  former  deriving  its  origin  from  tlie  uterus,  and  the  other  being  exclu- 
sively produced  by  a  morbid  secretion  from  the  surfaces  which  form  or 
are  immediately  within  the  genital  cavity — as  those  of  the  external  orifice 
of  the  vagina,  of  the  external  orifice  of  the  urethra,  of  the  clitoris,  nym- 
phae,  &£c.  No  reliance,  however,  can  be  placed  on  this  mode  of  diagno- 
sis, even  in  uterine  leucorrhcea,  and  it  evidently  can  have  no  application 
to  those  numerous  cases  where  the  vagina  alone  is  the  seat  of  disease. 

Baglivl,  on  the  other  hand,  proposes,  as  a  principle  of  diagnosis  in  these 
cases,  the  assumed  fact,  that  the  leucorrlioeal  discharge  ceases  during 
menstruation,  and  vice  versa :  but  the  more  accurate  observations  of 
modern  surgeons  and  palhologiits  have  ascertained  that  this  hypothesis  is 
wholly  without  foundation. 

On  the  whole,  the  diagnosis  from  gonorrhoea  is  extremely  difficult.  Sir 
C.  M.  Clarke  considers  it  Impossible.  According  to  Ricord,  however, 
there  are  some  cases  in  which  all  douln  may  be  removed  by  an  examina- 
tion with  the  specidum.  Whenever  the  peculiar  erosions  or  superficial 
ulcers  of  the  mucous  membrane  covering  the  cervix  uteri,  and  which,  ac- 
cording to  that  experienced  author,  occur  In  19  out  of  20  acute  cases,  are 
discovered,  there  can  be  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  disease  to  be 
gonorrhoea.  Ricord  also  asserts  that  the  discharge  from  the  urethra, 
though  it  does  occasionally  occur,  is  much  less  frequent  in  leucorrhcea 
than  in  gonorrhoea.  Out  of  200  cases  of  the  latter  kind,  he  states  that  8 
in  every  12  had  the  urethra  so  affected  (p.  18).  The  moral  character, 
too,  of  the  patient,  and  of  her  husband,  if  married,  will  be  an  important 
element  in  enabling  us  to  form  an  accurate  diagnosis. 

In  connection  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  interesting  and  im- 
portarU  (juestlou  presents  itself — is  leucorrhcea  connnunicable  to  the  hus- 
band by  conjugal  intercourse  ?  I  have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  answer- 
ing this  question  in  the  affirmative,  and  I  think  it  very  important  that 
every  practitioner  should  have  clear  anrl  correct  ideas  on  this  subject,  as 
he  will  thus  be  enabled,  not  unfrequently,  if  his  practice  be  extensive,  to 
put  an  end  to  domestic   suspicions  and   bickerings — which  if  unallayed 
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and  inexplicable  might  destroy  forever  the  peace  of  the  most  resjeciable 
families.  I  have  known  several  stiikino;  cases,  where  the  wife  lias  been 
afflicted  with  ieucorrhoea,  and  the  husband  has  been  seized  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  violent  gonorrhoga.  and  yet.  when  from  the  character  of  the 
parties  I  could  not  for  a  moment  entertain  the  least  suspicion  of  the  in- 
continence of  either.  In  two  instances  in  married  couples  of  the  high- 
est standing,  and  of  the  utmost  purity  of  character,  both  the  husl)and 
and  wife  were  alternately  afflicted  for  several  years  with  a  ciischaige  re- 
seml)linu[  leucorrhcBa  ;  sometimes  one  and  sometimes  the  other  would  be 
attacked  first,  but  in  every  case  botli  were  sure  to  be  afflicted  witli  it  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days. 

Treatment. — After  having  paid  no  liitle  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
iiavino;  frequently  experimented  in  relation  to  it,  1  am  constrained  to  con- 
sider Churchill's  distinction  betvveen  the  effects  of  astringent  injections  in 
vaginal  and  uterine  leucorrhcea,  as  founded  in  reason  and  nature,  though 
I  believe  that  more  exceptions  than  he  seems  disposed  to  admit  will  be 
found  to  occur  in  its  application.  He  contends  that  astringent  injections 
in  va!:inal  leucorrhoea  are  extremely  successful  ;  while  the  case  in  uterine 
leucorrhcea  is  very  different — that  in  this  latter  species,  if  not  positively 
injurious,  they  are  at  least  inefficient  and  never  do  any  good.  He  as- 
serts, that  in  some  instances  he  has  known  them  to  cause  great  irritation, 
with  menorrhngia  and  an  aggravation  of  the  local  distress. 

I  make  it,  therefore,  an  invariable  rule  in  prescribing  for  leucorrhoea,  to 
endeavor,  in  the  first  place,  to  satisfy  my  mind  as  to  the  particular  species 
the  patient  is  ialioring  under — and  whenever  any  obscurity  exists  as  to 
the  diagnosis,  to  be  very  cautious  as  to  the  prescription  of  astringent  in- 
jections, and  to  watch  very  narrowly  their  effects,  in  order  to  suspend 
them  immediately  if  any  untoward  symptoms  occur. 

Willi  the  exception  of  astringent  injections,  the  treatment  of  both  forms 
of  leucorrhoea  is  quite  similar.  Whenever  we  are  called  in  early  and 
there  are  indications  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
vagina  or  uterus,  the  usual  means  to  combat  and  relieve  this  state  of  the 
system  must  be  resorted  to — viz.,  depletion  by  venesection,  leeching  the 
vulva,  or  OS  uteri  if  practicable;  free  purging;  diaphoretics;  fomentations 
on  the  hypogastric  I'egion  ;  rest,  in  a  liorizontal  position  ;  abstemious  diet  ; 
hip  bath.  Some  or  all  of  these  remedies,  judiciously  directed,  will  generally 
in  a  short  time  control  the  inflammatory  symptoms,  diminish  or  entirely 
subdue  the  pain,  and  either  cure  the  disease  (whicii  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pens) or  prepare  the  system  for  further  remedial  measures.  A  great  va- 
riety of  these  have  at  different  times  been  offered  to  the  profession,  and 
each  in  its  turn  has  had  many  enthusiastic  admirers  who  have  prescribed 
their  favorite  remedy  on  all  occasions,  in  every  form  of  the  disease,  and 
in  every  species  of  constitution — and,  of  course,  have  frequently  met 
with  disappointments  and  failed  in  their  attempts,  as  will  always  be  the 
case  when  remedies  are  indiscriminately  applied. 

There  can,  I  am  confident,  be  no  doubt  that  many,  perhaps  I  might 
say,  with  entire  truth,  that  most  casei  of  vaginal  leuconhoea  can  be  cured 
— after  using  the  proper  depletory  means  as  above  indicated  if  necessary 
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— by  various  astringent  solutions  thrown  up  the  va^iina  by  a  syringe  con- 
veniently construcied  for  the  purpose.  Those  that  I  have  found  most 
efficient,  and  wliich  therefore  I  most  frequently  make  use  of,  are  the  fol- 
lowinii,  which  I  place  in  tlie  order  in  which  I  prefer  them — viz.,  acetate 
of  zinc  (irr.  v.  to  water  §  j.)  ;  sulphate  of  copper  (gr.  xxv.  to  water 
§  viij  )  ;  borax  (  5  ss.  to  flux  seed  (ea  §  viij.) ;  decoction  of  oak  bark  ;  alum 
(  5J.  to  water  §  vj.)  ;  sulphate  of  zinc  (  5  j.  to  water  §  iv.)  ;  hydriodate  of 
iron  (  5  ij.  to  a  pint  of  water) — (this  answers  admirably  in  many  cases). 
The  nitrate  of  silver  I  have  seldom  employed,  and  have  never  been  satis- 
fied with  its  effects.  Particular  directions  should  be  given  by  the  practi- 
tioner as  to  the  kind  of  syringe  to  be  employed,  its  being  in  proper  order, 
&c.  The  patient  should  be  in  a  recumbent  posture  during  its  adminis- 
tration ;  the  injections  at  first  should  be  tepid,  gradually  reducing  the 
temperature;  they  should  be  administered  about  twice  a  day  on  tlie  ave- 
rage; in  irritable  constitutions,  it  would  be  prudent  to  commence  with 
them  weaker  than  the  above  formulae,  and  afterwards  increasing  their 
strength  if  necessary  ;  and  in  most  cases,  it  will  be  (ound  useful  to  inject  a 
syringe  or  two  full  of  soap  suds  previous  to  employing  the  remedy — this 
promotes  cleanliness  and  allows  the  medicine  full  o|)portunity  to  exert  its 
influence  upon  the  inflamed  surface.  Too  much  attention,  indeed,  can- 
not be  paid  to  the  subject  of  cleanliness,  during  the  whole  treatment  of 
leucorrboea,  for  without  the  strictest  care  upon  this  point,  our  remerlial 
measures  will  be  deprived  of  much  of  their  efficacy.  Frequent  washing, 
therefore,  of  the  external  parts  with  warm  water,  should  be  sedulously 
enjoined  in  addition  to  syringing  the  vagina  with  soap  suds. 

The  preceding  directions  are  particularly  applicable  to  vaginal  leucor- 
rboea ;  while  in  the  uterine  species,  the  treatment  would  be  somewhat 
different,  at  least  so  far  as  astringent  injections  are  concerned  :  for  these, 
as  I  have  already  remarked,  are  more  apt  to  be  injurious  than  beneficial 
in  the  latter  form  of  this  complaint.  Sometimes  the  two  forms  are  com- 
bined in  the  sanie  case,  indicated  by  a  combination  of  the  symptoms  pe- 
culiar to  each.  In  this  case,  we  should  [)rescribe  for  the  uterine  fluor 
albus  first,  and  when  the  severity  of  its  sympiouH  are  alleviated,  we  (nay 
then  with  safety  and  advantage  resort  to  the  course  just  pointed  out  for 
tlie  cure  of  the  vaginal  leucorrboea. 

The  first  indication  to  be  attempted  for  the  relief  of  the  uterine  form 
of  the  complaint,  is  the  reduction  of  the  inflammatory  symptoms,  by  the 
usual  antiphlogistic  course.  In  mild  cases,  entire  rest,  abstinence,  tepid 
and  cold  ablutions,  and  a  moderately  active  purge,  will  be  amply  sufficient 
for  this  purpose.  In  instances  of  greater  severity,  general  or  local  blood- 
letting (leeches  to  vulva,  groins  or  perineum,  or  cups  to  the  same),  active 
purging  and  fomentations,  may  be  required. 

Among  the  internal  remedies,  emetics  have  often  been  prescribed, 
though  I  never  could  bring  myself  to  direct  them,  except  when  rendered 
necessary  by  the  disordered  state  of  the  stomach,  and  then  only  upon 
general  principles,  without  placing  any  dependence  upon  their  peculiar 
efficacy  in  this  complaint. 

The  use  of  the  tinture  of  cantharides,  as  a  remedy  for  leucorrboea  and 
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other  diseased  states  of  tbe  female  organs  of  generation,  was  first  urired 
on  the  profession  by  Dr.  John  Roberton,  of  Edinburgh,  in  1806,  in  his 
work  entitled  "  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Powers  of  Cantharides  when 
used  internally."  Tliis  article  being  earnestly  recommended  by  Dr.  R.  and 
some  of  his  professional  friends,  attained  very  soon  coiisiderable  reputation  in 
Great  Britain;  though  1  believe  it  has  never  been  so  much  employed  or 
so  much  confided  in  there,  as  it  has  in  this  country,  where  the  example 
and  recotnmendation  of  Professor  Dewees  have  been  instrumental  in  g\v- 
ing  it  much  greater  currency  than  it  would  in  all  probability  have  other- 
wise attained,  or  than  its  intrinsic  virtues  merited.  This  plan,  after  hav- 
ing pre[)ared  the  system  by  bleeding  (if  necessary),  by  purgini:,  confining 
the  patient  to  a  milk  and  vegetable  diet,  is  to  give  thirty  drops  of  the 
tincture  of  cantharides  every  morning,  noon  and  evening,  in  a  little  sweet- 
ened water,  increasing  the  dose,  every  third  day,  five  drops,  until  stran- 
gury is  produced,  unless  the  disease  is  arrested,  which  is  not  unh'eqnenlly 
the  case,  before  this  symptom  appears.  Should  the  cotnplaint  withstand 
the  first  strangury,  he  re-commences  the  tincture  at  the  original  dose  of 
thirty  drops,  and  increases  it  as  before,  until  a  difficulty  in  passing  urine  is 
again  experienced — and  soon,  to  a  third  and  even  fourth  strangury,  should 
the  disease  prove  obstinate  and  unyielding. 

I  consider  the  indiscriminate  and  almost  universal  employment  of  this 
article  in  cases  of  leucorrhoea  by  Dr.  Dewees,  as  the  greatest  practical 
error  contained  in  his  really  valuable  publications.  I  have  used  it  in  a 
great  number  of  cases  and  in  every  variety  of  constitution — and  after 
having  thus  given  it  a  thorough  and  impartial  trial,  1  feel  constrained  to 
say  that  its  virtues  and  efficacy  have  been  vastly  overrated,  and  that  in  a 
great  majority  of  cases  there  are  other  means  of  cure  more  safe,  more 
speedy,  and  more  effectual.  There  are  at  least  three  stroni,^  objections  to 
the  general  and  indiscriminate  employment  of  cantharides  in  leucoirhoea. 

1st.  There  are  a  great  many  cases  that  can  be  cured  by  other  reme- 
dies in  a  much  shorter  time  than  hy  this. 

2d.  The  strangury,*  which  cantharides  must  produce,  as  a  general 
rule,  in  order  to  prove  beneficial,  is  always  unpleasant,  and  sometimes 
most  acutely  painful. 

3d.  Tliere  are  a  great  many  instances  where  this  medicine  will  not 
effect  a  cure  at  all ;  and  as  it  takes  a  long  period  to  asceitain  this  fact,  a 
great  deal  of  time  is  thus  unnecessarily  wasted,  and  a  great  deal  of  suffer- 
ing unavoidably  inflicted. 

For  these  reasons,  I  have  for  some  time  past  relinquished  the  use  of 
cantharides  entirely  in  the  incipient  stages  of  leucorrhoea,  and  resort  to  it 
only  in  chronic  cases,  or  when  other  remedies  have  failed.  Thus  em- 
ployed, it  is  undoubtedly  a  valuable  article  and  well  worthy  the  notice  of 
the  profession. 

The  balsam  of  copaiba  is  a  favorite  remedy  with  some  members  of  the 

*  1  have  repeatedly  seen  the  most  distressing  gymptoms  accompany  the  strangury  In  nervoiiB  and 
delicate  females  (nnd  these  are  the  very  persons  most  liable  to  leiicorrhcea),  even  when  prescribed  in 
the  most  cautious  manner.  And  in  more  than  one  instance,  I  have  witnessed  a  most  violent  Ktratt- 
Kury  caused  by  a  single  dose  of  the  lincture. 
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profession  ;  and  after  very  extensive  trials  of  it,  I  anfi  induced  to  consider 
it  one  of  tlie  most  effectual  means  in  our  power  for  controlling  this  dis- 
charge ;  and  indeed,  were  it  not  (Ir^r  its  nauseous  taste  ;uid  smell,  and  its 
consequent  effects  in  deranging  the  alimentary  canal,  I  believe  we  should 
l)ardly  require  any  other  internal  remedy.  These  disagreeable  results  are 
in  a  considerable  measure,  to  be  sure,  prevented  by  the  etnployment  of 
the  copniba  in  capsules,  as  now  manulactured  in  Pnris.  Tiiis  is  an  ex- 
cellent and  efficient  mode  of  sidministering  the  article,  as  the  capsules  are 
entirelv  tasteless  and  almost  inodorous;  but  unfortmialelv  th(^  hi^li  price, 
at  which  they  are  sold,  puts  them  out  of  the  ivach  ol  many  of  our  ])a- 
lients — and  the  more  so,  as  a  great  many  are  required  to  effect  a  cure. 
I  usually  direct  two  or  three  of  the  capsules  daily  at  first,  gradually  in- 
creasing the  number  to  five  or  six.  In  almost  all  cases,  it  is  necessar\',  or 
at  least  advisable,  to  use  some  of  the  depletory  measures  indicated  in  the 
former  part  of  this  article,  to  prepare  the  system  for  the  administration  of 
the  copaiba. 

The  preardations  of  iron  I  have  often  foimd  useful  adjuvants  in  cases 
of  considerable  constitutional  debility.  The  sulphate  and  carbonate  are 
the  preparations  I  principally  resort  to.  These  are  unquestionably 
among  the  most  valuable  remedies  we  possess  in  those  cases  where  the 
class  of  chalybeates  is  indicated.  They  frequently  re(|uire  a  long-con- 
tinued employment  to  exhibit  their  full  eflficacy.  I  usually  direct  ihem 
in  the  first  instance  for  a  few  days,  in  combination  with  rhubarb  and 
the  blue  mass,  and  afterwards  with  rhubarb  alone  or  the  Venice  tur- 
pentine, 

I  have  also  much  confidence  in  iodine  and  its  various  comiVinations,  in 
chronic  cases  of  leucorrhoea.  The  following  formula  I  frequently  pre- 
scribe : — R.  Hydriod.  ferri,  5  ij.  ;  spt.  vin.  rectif.,  aqua;  pur.,  aa  §  ij. 
M.  ;  of  which  I  direct  a  drachm  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

The  plan  of  cleaning  out  the  vagina  every  day  with  a  detergent  wash, 
as  soap  suds,  a  weak  solution  of  the  sugar  of  lead,  &:c.,  and  then  syste- 
matically plugging  it  with  lint  or  cotton  in  order  to  keep  the  diseased  lips 
of  the  womb  and  vagina  separate,  I  have  tried  ;  but  with  such  unfavora- 
ble results  in  every  instance  that  I  have  been  induced  to  relinquish  the 
practice  almost  entirely,  and  am  convinced  that  there  are  very  few  cases 
in  private  practice  where  it  is  advisable. 

The  uva  ursi  and  the  buchu  in  infusion  have  been  highly  reconmiended 
by  some  authors.  They  seem  to  me,  however,  to  be  of  little  use,  except 
in  relieving  the  irritation  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  the  pain  in 
passing  water,  which  it  is  well  known  are  occasional  attendants  upoa 
leucorrhoea. 

The  cicuta,  conium  maculatum,  was  introrluced  to  the  notice  of  the 
profession  by  Baron  Storck,  of  Vienna,  wdio  published,  in  1769,  an  inter- 
esting treatise  intended  to  recommend  this  article  for  the  cure  of  leucor- 
rhoea ;  and  illustrated  his  theory  by  a  great  number  of  striking  cases, 
in  which  the  cicuia  seemed  to  perform  very  wonderful  cures.  This 
remedy,  in  consequence  of  Storck's  powerful  recommendation,  was  very 
extensively  employed  throughout  Europe;  but  as  it  fell  very  far  short,  in 
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the  hands  of  other  practitioners,  of  effecting  what  it  was  said  to  have 
done  in  those  of  the  original  projector,  it  has  been  very  strongly  suspect- 
ed that  implicit  reliance  cannot  be  placed  in  the  accuracy  of  his  state- 
ments. Cicuta  has  accordingly,  and  I  have  no  doubt  deservedly,  lost 
most  of  its  reputation  as  a  remedy  for  leucorrhcea. 

Colchicum,  elecampane,  cubebs  and  ergot,  have  also  been  recommend- 
ed at  different  times  as  means  to  control  tliis  discharge  ;  but  as  I  have 
never  used  them  but  in  one  or  two  instances,  I  can  say  nothing  in  their 
favor. 

Blisters  applied  over  the  pubes,  on  the  back  or  the  inside  of  the 
thighs,  will  be  found  remedies  of  great  efficacy  in  some  cases  of  unusual 
obstinacy,  and  which  have  resisted  all  the  usual  means  of  cure.  I  have 
in  several  instances  been  most  agreeably  disappointed  in  the  prompt  re- 
lief afforded  by  these  applications,  where  all  the  ordinary  remedies  had 
been  tried  without  effect,  and  where  the  patients  were  just  ready  to  re- 
linquish all  further  attempts  in  despair.  On  the  other  hand,  liowever, 
I  have  repeatedly  found  them  inefficient,  and  in  a  few  rare  cases  they 
have  even  proved  injurious,  increasing  the  amount  of  the  discharge  and 
the  irritability  of  the  system.  Sometimes  1  have  applied  them  a  second 
and  even  a  third  time  in  succession,  with  only  partial  relief  in  the  first 
instance,  and  yet  with  complete  success  in  the  end. 

The  profession,  as  a  body,  is  exceedingly  empirical  in  the  treatment  of 
leucorrhcea.  This  undoubtedly  is  partly  owing  to  the  obstinate  chaiacter 
of  the  disease,  and  partly,  I  think,  to  the  want  of  due  discrimination  and 
care  in  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the  attack,  and  the  peculiarities  of 
the  constitution,  and  a  want  of  sufficient  minuteness  in  observing  the 
effects  of  remedies — and  particularly  in  ascertaining  when  a  depletory 
and  when  a  tonic  course  of  treatment  should  be  pursued.  All  these  va- 
rious points  of  inquiry  and  observation  should  be  most  sedulously  kept 
before  the  physician's  mind  in  treating  a  case  of  leucorrhcea. 

In  the  first  place,  let  him  examine  into  the  cause  of  the  attack,  and 
reniove  it,  if  possible,  if  it  arise  from  prostitution,  from  tumors,  ulcers 
or  polypi,  from  pregnancy,  from  ascarides  in  the  rectum,  from  deranged 
menstruation,  from  prolapsus  of  the  uterus,  from  the  use  of  pessaries, 
from  the  want  of  due  attention  to  cleanliness,  from  a  meagre  and  un- 
wholesome diet,  from  sedentary  habits,  &ic.  &.c.,  in  all  these  cases  it  is 
obvious  that  attention  should  first  be  paid  to  the  exciting  cause,  and  that 
as  far  as  practicable  it  should  be  removed,  and  when  this  cannot  be  done, 
that  its  injurious  effects  should  be  counteracted    by  appropriate  treatment. 

Perhaps  more  nicety  of  tact  and  accuracy  of  discrimination  are  re- 
quired to  enable  us  to  decide  with  certainty  and  precision  when  to  deplete 
and  when  to  stimulate,  than  in  settling  any  other  question  in  the  manage- 
ment of  this  disease.  That  a  tonic  course  of  treatment  is  often  necessary, 
no  observing  physician  will  deny  ;  and  this  may  consist  of  various  items 
— of  frequent  exercise  in  the  open  air,  particularly  in  riding  in  a  carriage 
and  on  horseback,  and  even  in  walking  when  ilie  other  modes  are  not 
convenient — of  a  nutritious,  easily  digestible  and  plentiful  diet,  accompani- 
ed occasionally,  though  rarely,  by  wine — of  various  remedies  which  have 
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a  direct  tendency  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  system,  give  tone  to 
the  stomach,  and  force  to  the  niuscular  fihre,  as,  for  example,  the  whole 
class  of  vegetable  hitters,  and  more  especially  the  chalybeates — ofa  change 
of  air  and  climate — and,  finally,  by  a  resort  to  the  sea-coast  and  the  luxury 
of  sea-baibing. 

By  a  judicious  and  persevering  employment  of  these  various  remedies 
— carefully  adapting  our  course  to  the  peculiarities  of  the  case  and  the 
idiosyncrasies  of  the  constitution — 1  am  satisfied  that  almost  every  patient 
laboring  under  leucorrhcea  could  eventually  be  restored  to  perfect  health, 
provided  no  serious  organic  disease  present  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  our 
success. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  works  which  may  be  consulted  on 
leucorrhcea. 

Rolfinck  (Guernerus),  Dissertatio  de  fluore  albo  mulierum,  in  4to.,  Jenae, 
1661. 

Wedel  (Georg.  Wolfg.),  Dissertatio  de  fluore  albo,  in  4io.,  Jenae,  1682. 

Ves-ti  (Jus-tus)  Dissertatio  de  fluore  albo,  in  4io.,  Eifordce,  1697. 

Bonet  (Theophilus),  Sepulcretum,  lib.  iij.  serm.  31,  obs.  6. 

Juch.  Dissertatio  sistens  virginem  fluore  albo  benigno  laborantem,  in 
4to.,  Erfordae,  1730. 

Dissertatio  de  fluore  albo,  in  4to.,  Erfordae,  1731. 

Luther,  Dissertatio  de  fluoris  albi  indole  et  cura,  in  4to.,  Jenae,  1739. 

Kaltsclirnied,  Dissertatio  de  fluore  albo  benigno,  in  4to,  Jenas,  1739. 

Allen,  Dissertatio  de  fluoris  albi  charactere,  et  notis  quil)us  cum  gonor- 
rhoea convenit  vel  differt,  in  4to.,  Lugdunm  Batavoium,  1751. 

Juncken  (Joann.),  Dissertatio  de  fluore  albo,  litulo  et  ortu  benigno, 
curatione  auiem  saepuis  maligna,  in  4to.,  Halae,  1752. 

Morgagni,  De  sedibus  et  causis  morborum.     Epis.   47. 
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WOUNDING   THE   BRACHIAL  ARTERY   IN   VENESECTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  the  following  cominunicalioti  be  of  any  value,  please   give  it  a 
place  in  your  Journal ;   if  not,  throw  it  into  the  fire. 

It    happens   sometimes,  that,   in    venesection,  the    brachial    artery    is 
woutided — rather  a  serious  matter,  by  the  way,  and  one  likely  to  cost  the 
perpetrator  not  a  few  anxious  cogitations.     It  is  for  the  benefit  of  any  one 
who  may  meet  with  such  an  accident,  that  the  following  communication 
is  submitted.      In  attendance  on   a    patient,  I   exposed   and  ligatured  the 
arm  as  usual.      There  ivere   a  number  of  scars  over  the  vessel ;  it   was 
very   distinct,   superficial,  and   no    pulsation  perceptible.      My  sensations 
may  be  supposed,  when  the   blood  commenced  flowing  from   the   orifice 
per  snltiim.     Its  bright  scarlet  color  confirmed  my  fears.      It  was  of  no 
use   to  indulge  in   vain   speculations  as  to  how  an  artery  instead  of  the 
vein  had  been  opened  ;  there  it  was  before  me  in  its  reality.     I  allowed 
what  blood   I  considered  necessary  to  flow,  and  hound  up  the  arm.     But 
hemorrhage  persisted,  and  it  was   only  by  using  a  graduated   compress, 
rather  tiglitly  applied,  that  it  was  arrested.     Not   to  enter  on  a  history  of 
my  anxieties,  which  would   not   be   much  to  the  purpose,  let  me  say  that 
in  five  days  I  removed   the   bandage   and  all  looked  well.     1  had   a  very 
faint  hope  that  the  arterial   orifice  was  closed  ;  but,  alas  !  next   day  ap- 
peared a  sliglit  discoloration  of  the  skin  a  few  inches  above   the  cicatrix. 
It  happened  that  1  did  not  see  the  patient  for  several  days,  and   then  the 
discoloration    had   extended    to   the  size  of  about  four  inches  square,  and 
was  a  deep  purple,  almost   black.     No   time   was  to  be  lost.      I  imme- 
diately went  home  and  prepared  the  following  simple  apparatus.     1  took  a 
bit  of  thick  sheep-skin,  size  of  a  tweniy-five-cent  piece,  made  a  hole  in  the 
centre  about  three  eighths  of  an   inch  in  length  and  one  fourth  in  width. 
This  I  spread  with  adhesive  plaster,  and  secured  it  to  the  arm  so  that  the 
opening  in   the  leather  corresponded   to  the  cicatrix  of  the  wound.      In 
this  opening  I  laid   a   common  white   bean  ;  its  shape  and   polished   sur- 
face suggested  to  me   its    adaptation  to  make  the  requisite  pressure  with- 
out injury  to  the  skin.      I  covered  the  whole  with  adhesive  plaster,  accu- 
rately applying  a  graduated   compress  three-fourths  of  an    inch   in  thick- 
ness, and  then   retaining  the  bean  in  its  proper  place,  bound  up  the  arm 
with  a  succession  of  rollers  spread   with   plaster,  so  that  when  they  were 
applied  the  arm  was  almost  immovable,  at  the  elbow-joint.     There  was  a 
small  part  of  the  extravasation  still  visible,  so  that  I  had   an  opportunity 
of  ascertaining  without   removing  the  bandage  whether    my  application 
would  command   the  hemorrhage,  as,  if  so,  absorption  would  remove  the 
effusion.     The  pleasure  of  finding  that  this  was  the  case  was  very  grati- 
fying.    But  now  arose  a  problem  somewhat  difficult  of  solution  ;  namely 
— would  a  continuation  of  this   treatment   effect  a  permanent  cure?  and 
if  so,  under  favorable  circumstances,  what  length   of  time  woidd  it  re- 
quire ?     The  compression  was  such  that  the  further  extravasation  of  blood 
was  arrested,  while  at  the  same  time  perfect   freedom  was  afforded  to  the 
current  flowing  through  the  artery.     This  was  evident  from  the  distinct 
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pulsation  at  the  wrist.  I  have  only  to  add  further,  that  after  some  mis- 
givini,fs,  the  bandage  was  removed  in  forty-two  days  from  t!ie  time  of  its 
api^licaiion.  Everything  was  found  perfectly  well,  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  ulcer  caused  by  a  fold  of  the  skin  wliicli  got  pinched  by  the 
bandage.  This,  however,  got  well  in  a  few  days.  It  is  now  twelve 
weeks  since  the  accident,  and  the  presun)piion  is  that  the  cure  is 
peimanent. 

One  or  two  corollaries,  and  I  have  done.  It  is  not  necessary  to  pro- 
duce obliteration  of  the  vessel  to  effect  a  cure.  Cases  where  compres- 
sion was  continued  much  longer  and  much  greater,  and  yet  failed,  may 
not  have  succeeded  because  of  this  very  circumstance.  Again,  severe 
comfiression  is  not  necessary.  The  radial  artery  pulsated  distinctly  all 
the  time,  and  in  fact  the  compression  was  never  such  as  to  interrupt  the 
return  of  the  blood  from  the  limb  or  produce  swelling.  The  patient 
sewed  a  good  deal  during  the  time  the  arm  was  bandaged.     Yours  truly, 

Bradford,  Vt.,  Sept.  10,  1843.  H.  Hayes. 


IIOMGEOPATHIC    EXPERIMENTS. 

By  M.  Andral.— (From  the  Bulletin  Generals  Therapeutique,  May,  1834.) 

M.  Andral,  at  the  Hopital  de  la  Pitie,  has  been  putting  to  the  test  of 
experiment  the  homceopaihic  doctrine  sinee  November.  These  experi- 
ments are  not  yet  concluded,  but  we  shall  give  the  results  as  far  as  they 
go,  which  are  quite  conclusive  against  the  views  of  Hahnemann.  M.  An- 
dral treated  the  patients  submitted  to  homoeopatliia  strictly  in  accordance 
with  Hahnemann's  principles.  The  symptoms  were  combated  by  medi- 
cines, the  special  properties  of  which  were  pointed  out  by  the  German 
pliyslciat).  and  which,  to  insin-e  the  greatest  exactness,  were  made  up  at 
the  establishment  of  Gnibourt,  to  which  the  homoeopathic  physicians  send 
their  patients.  The  regimen  was  carefully  watched,  and  was  altogether 
in  accordance  with  that  recommended  by  Hahnemann.  It  was  composed 
of  broth  without  salt  or  vegetables,  of  paps  or  of  milk  potages,  and  when 
the  patients  could  eat,  they  were  allowed  bread  and  wine,  meat  which 
had  served  to  make  broth,  and  roast,  rarely  fish.  Vegetables  Wf^re  never 
given  to  them,  nor  was  any  of  their  food  seasoned.  For  drink  they  had 
sugar  and  water.  During  the  treatment  all  external  medication  was  in- 
terdicted. It  is  impossible,  with  all  these  precautions,  not  to  have  suffi- 
cient data  to  judge  of  the  doctrine,  especially  when  the  facts  are  so  nu- 
merous, and  the  physician  so  acute.  The  facts  were  collected  with  the 
most  minute  attention  by  M.  Vernois,  one  of  the  ?"/(^er?(es. 

In  54  applications  ol  the  liomoeopatliic  treatment,  8  patients  alom-  de- 
rived any  benefit,  which  continued  without  the  use  of  any  other  pian  of 
treatment,  and  46  were  as  bad  somedays  after  the  administration  of  the  glo- 
bules as  before.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  mentioned  that  the  staii^  of  7 
of  them  was  slightly  ameliorated  on  the  morning  alter  iliey  took  ihe 
medicine.  But  what  were  these  cases  ?  The  fiisl  was  a  case  of  innM- 
current  pain,  which  had  existed  for  some  days  ;  the  second  was  a  case  of 
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angina;  the  third,  one  of  rheumatic  pains;  the  fourth,  intercurrent  ce- 
phalalgia in  a  pliihisical  patient ;  the  fifili  was  a  case  of  stunning  in  a 
man  subject  to  cerebral  congestion  ;  the  sixth,  a  case  of  diarrhcea  lollow- 
ing  consiipation  ;  the  seventh,  one  of  rheumatism  at  the  18th  day  ;  and 
eighth,  a  case  of  slight  pain,  which  came  on  during  chronic  gastro- 
enteritis. 

The  medicines  employed  by  M.  Andral,  were  aconitum^  arnica,  bella- 
donna, briony,  camphor,  camomile,  colchicum,  ipecacuanha,  hyoscijamus, 
opium,  so\wh\e  mercury,  /imj;  vomica,  metallic  \eiu\,  pulsatilla  nigricans, 
and  tin. 

From  the  month  of  January  M.  Andral  treated  35  patients  on  homoe- 
opathic principles.  Of  these,  18  were  men,  and  17  women.  Five  were 
submitted  to  the  aconiium,  four  to  the  arnica,  five  to  belladonna,  five  to 
bryony,  one  to  camomile,  three  to  colchicum,  three  to  hyoscyamus,  one  to 
opium,  two  to  soluble  mercury,  three  to  nux  vomica,  one  to  lead,  and 
two  to  the  Pulsatilla  nigricans.  We  throw  the  results,  &;c.,  into  a 
table.  [Here  follow  35  cases,  with  the  names  of  the  substances  used, 
the  diseases,  predominant  symptoms,  effects,  he,  in  none  of  which,  save 
five,  was  there  any  relief.]  From  the  above  facts,  it  would  appear 
that  the  homoeopathic  plan  of  treating  diseases  is  totally  inert,  and  can 
be  useful  only  as  a  placebo  to  hypochondriacs  and  nervous  women,  by 
relieving  them  from  swallowing  the  manifold  drugs  with  which  they  think 
it  their  duty  to  burden  their  stomachs.— ^c/?!/?.  Med.  and  Sunc,  Jour. 


MODIFICATION   OF  DR.    ARNOTT'S   HYDROSTATIC   BED. 

By  H.  Ogden,  M.D.,  Sunderland. 

I  BEG  to  transmit  to  you  a  description  of  a  modification  of  Dr.  Ar- 
noit's  hydrostatic  bed,  which  1  think  will  be  found  more  convenient  than 
those  now  in  use. 

A  bed-frame  is  prepared,  with  feet,  sides  and  ends,  similar  to  those  of 
ordinary  beds.  At  three  or  four  inches  within  the  side  bars  two  others 
are  placed  parallel  to  them,  leaving  in  the  centre  an  open  space  at  least 
two  feet  broad.  A  sheet  of  strong  canvass  is  stretched  over  the  whole, 
and  laced  with  a  cord  to  the  ends  and  external  lateral  bars,  sufficiently 
slack  to  allow  the  part  between  the  two  internal  bars  to  be  depressed 
nine  inches  in  the  centre,  and  only  two  or  three  inches  at  each  end.  In 
the  cavity  of  this  depression  is  placed  a  sack  of  water-tight  Macintosh 
cloth,  large  enough  to  allow  the  introduction  of  twenty  or  thirty  gallons 
of  water,  without  producing  any  tension  ;  it  must  remain  perfectly  flaccid. 
The  sack  which  I  use  is  six  feet  long  by  three  feet  wide,  with  a  narrow 
neck  about  a  foot  long  ;  but  it  is  larger  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  The 
neck  is  brought  through  the  foot-board  of  the  bed,  to  the  outside,  where 
water  is  introduced;  sufficient  being  employed  to  fill  the  sack  to  within 
half  or  three  fourths  of  an  inch  of  the  level  of  the  frame  of  the  bed. 
The  apparatus  now  presents  the  appearance  of  a  nearly  level  surface, 
consisting  of  two  lateral  planes,  rigid  and  tense,  and  one  central  plane  of 
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the  greatest  possible  soflness.     A   thin   mattress   (U  to  2  inches  thick) 
and  bed-cloihes  now  being  laid  on  this  surface,  the  bed  is  ready  for  use. 

The  advantages  of  this  bed  over  those  hitliorto  in  use  are  as  follow  : 

First  and  chiefly,  much  greater  facility  of  ventilation.  Ten  years  ago 
I  had  one  constructed  on  Dr.  Arnoii's  plan,  and  have  had  frequent  op- 
portunities, during  that  time,  of  knowing  the  very  great  relief  afforded  by 
it,  in  the  practice  of  several  medical  gentlenien  who  have  used  it,  to  per- 
sons in  the  last  stages  of  illness,  and  also  to  some  who  have  even  as- 
scribed  their  recovery  to  it.  But  there  has  generally  been  some  difficulty 
in  preventing  the  accumulation  of  condensed  perspiration  in  the  hollow 
of  the  trough  upon  the  Macintosh  cloth.  This  has  been  remedied  to  a  f 
certain  extent  by  interposing  between  the  mattress  and  the  water  a  net- 
work of  corks  strung  together,  with  the  view  of  forming  a  stratum  freely 
permeable  to  the  air  ;  but  the  ventilation  so  obtained  has  seldom  been 
perfect.  In  the  bed  which  I  now  describe  there  is  a  smaller  surface  for 
the  condensation  of  moislure,  and  there  are  no  upright  sides  impeding 
ventilation.  A  small  stratum  of  corks  may  be  used,  but  even  that  is 
not  always  necessary  ;  and  the  most  of  the  bed  requires  none  at  any 
time. 

Second,  superior  portability.  There  being  no  metal  work,  nor  wooden 
box  to  contain  it,  the  whole  is  much  lighter  and  more  manageable— an 
object,  however  apparently  trivial,  always  of  some  importance,  especially 
in  a  sick  chamber. 

Third,  less  water  is  sufficient.  The  quantity  can  be  reduced  almost 
to  the  minimum  which  will  float  a  man,  by  lacing  the  canvass  propor- 
tionally titrht.  When  the  patient  is  large  and  heavy,  more  water  is  re- 
quired to  float  him,  and  the  lacing  can  be  slackened  accordingly. 

Fourth,  less  expense.  I  do  not  know  the  price  for  which  hydrostatic 
beds  are  made  in  London,  but  that  which  I  have  now  described  was 
only  half  the  expense  of  the  other  made  with  the  zinc  trough. 

There  is  no  necessity  to  close  the  orifice  by  which  water  is  admitted ;  it 
requires  simply  to  be  turned  upwards,  and  supported  with  a  loose  string,  to 
prevent  the  water  from  flowing  out  by  the  movements  of  the  patient:  the 
undulations  never  exceed  a  few  inches.  For  discharging  the  water  when 
it  is  desired  to  remove  the  apparatus,  a  syphon  is  introduced  at  the  ori- 
fice to  the  deepest  part  of  the  sack. 

In  pouring  in  the  water,  a  quantity  of  air  is  liable  to  be  carried  along 
with  it,  which  elevates  the  upper  side  of  the  sack,  and  accumulates  there. 
Although  more  yielding  even  than  water,  it  defeats  the  vyhole  design, 
and  forms  salient  and  tense  protuberances.  It  is  easily  discharged  by 
drawing  the  arm  with  a  little  pressure  over  the  surface  of  the  sack  from 
the  bottom  to  the  neck. — London  Medical  Gazette. 


CHLORIDE   OF    LIME    IN    CANCEROUS    BREAST. 

By  G.  R.  Rowe,  M.D.,  F.S.A. 

That  one  flict  is  worth  a  thousand  theories,  was  never  more  fully  mani- 
fested than  in  the  following  case  : — 
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In  February  last  I  was  requested  to  see  an  unmarried  lady,  aged  43, 
residing  at  Lanibourn,  in  the  county  of  Essex.  She  complained  of 
pains  in  her  stomach  and  side,  general  lassitude  and  debility  ;  loss  of  ap- 
petite, restless  nights,  frighiful  dreams,  parched  mouth,  and  constant 
thirst ;  sinking  sensation  at  the  stomach,  her  bowels  generally  irregular, 
sometimes  constipated,  at  others  relaxed,  with  yeasty  evacuations,  and 
defective  of  bile;  the  urine  muddy,  dark-colored,  and  depositing  a  brown- 
ish sediment  ;  skin  dry  and  horny.  The  uterine  functions  had  been 
irregular  and  unhealthy  for  the  last  two  years;  frequent  discharges  of 
blood  from  the  rectum  ;  great  tenderness  and  haemorrhoids.  She  was 
nervous  and  dejected  ;  the  pulse  weak  and  feeble. 

Reviewing,  as  I  did,  all  these  symptoms  with  interest  and  attention,  1 
could  not  but  conclude  that  this  was  a  case  of  dyspepsia  in  its  aggra- 
vated form  and  character,  and  therefore  directed  my  remedies  in  the  most 
careful  manner,  commencing  with  the  fullest  depletion  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels.  I  afterwards  ascertained  that  she  had  been  suffering  from 
pains  in  the  right  arm-pit  and  breast,  and  on  examination  was  shocked 
to  6nd  a  considerable  glandular  swelling  in  the  axilla,  and  a  large  tumor 
in  the  breast,  of  a  most  decided  cancerous  character.  Ulceration  had 
commenced  round  the  ni[)ple,  and  although  she  had  perceived  the  indura- 
tion gradually  enlarging  for  two  years  previously,  yet  had  never  disclosed 
this  to  her  family.  The  conmiunication,  as  may  be  imagined,  was  most 
painful.  Happily  operations  are  not  now  deemed  advisable,  for  1  be- 
lieve that  any  increased  exciiement  would  only  have  superinduced  in- 
creased morbid  action,  for  its  malignant  character  couW  not  be  mistaken. 
However,  1  persevered  in  the  plan  that  I  first  suggested,  which  was  to 
regulate  the  functions  of  the  digestive  organs  by  a  mild  alterative  mode 
of  treatiuent,  with  strict  attention  to  a  light  nutritious  diet,  consisting  of 
animal  and  flirinaceous  food. 

The  disease  continued  increasing,  ulceration  and  sloughing  were  more 
extensive,  including  the  nipple  ;  and  the  centre  of  the  breast  became  so 
hollow  that  the  thumb  might  have  been  passed  into  the  cavity  ;  the  sur- 
face of  tlie  wound  was  more  unequal,  and  the  edges  were  harder,  more 
rugged,  and  painful,  with  a  profuse  discharge  of  a  thin  ichor,  of  so  foetid 
a  character  that  every  means  were  adopted  to  counteract  it  ;  the  axillary 
glands  became  more  enlarged  and  painful. 

She  remained  in  this  deplorable  condition  until  the  beginning  of  May, 
persevering  most  rigidly  in  the  plan  of  treatment  prescribed,  when,  with 
a  view  of  counteracting  in  an  increased  degree  the  rapid  disorganization 
that  manifested  itself,  and  also  of  rendering  her  existence  more  tolerable, 
I  directed  a  solution  of  chloride  of  lime  to  be  immediately  applied  to  the 
breast,  and  constantly  repeated,  together  with  warm  bread  and  water 
poultices.  The  destruction  of  parts  appeared  checked.  The  discharge 
and  foetor  became  much  diminished  ;  healthy  granulations  gradually  arose, 
and  as  her  general  health  became  more  and  more  improved,  which  every 
week  effected,  the  wound  continued  to  heal,  the  pains  and  glandular  swell- 
ings diminished,  and  at  this  time  my  patient  is  capable  of  taking  exercise 
to    an    extent  that  previously  fatigued    her.     Her  dyspeptic   symptoms 
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have  vanished,  and  it  is  fair,  I  think,  to  infer  that  with  attention  to  the 
management  of  her  digestive  functions,  although  carcinoma  may  not  be 
exterminated  from  her  system,  yet  that  life  may  be  prolonged,  with  all 
its  enjoyments  and  comforts,  and  a  formidable  disease,  distressing  and 
painful  in  all  its  characteristics,  be  brought  under  tlie  power  and  control 
of  the  medical  art.  This  case  also  serves  as  a  striking  illustration  of  the 
potent  effects  of  indigestion,  for  truly  did  the  local  disease  become  an  in- 
dex of  the  iniproved  state  of  the  digestive  organs. — London  Lancet. 
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Evils  of  Cigar  S7noking. — Ever  since  European  voyagers  first  copied 
the  custom  of  smoking,  which  was  then  peculiar  to  the  savages  of  Ame- 
rica, it  has  been  extensively  practised  in  the  old  world.  The  inhabitants 
of  whole  nations,  as  Holland,  Germany,  Russia  and  Turkey,  are  addicted 
to  it  from  youth  to  old  age,  without  apparently  suffering  from  the  evils 
that  are  asserted  to  have  their  origin  in  this  i  ernicious  habit. 

In  all  these  countries,  it  should  be  remembered,  the  pipe  is  almost  ex- 
clusively used.  A  pipe  was  the  companion  of  the  Indians  of  every  tribe 
on  the  New  Continent.  The  cigar  is  a  modern  invention,  and  gives 
rise  to  all  the  difficulties  that  are  imputed  to  the  vice  of  smoking.  Dr. 
Liebig,  the  great  chemist,  whose  authority  is  of  the  highest  order,  says 
that — Smoking  cigars  is  prejudicial  to  health,  as  much  gaseous  carbon  is 
i?ijuriously  inhaled,  that  robs  the  system  of  its  oxygen.  In  consequence 
of  being  near  the  nostrils,  the  smoke  is  inhaled,  and  the  shorter  the  cigar 
becomes,  the  more  it  increases  the  difficulty.  Much,  if  not  all,  the 
danger  to  health,  arises  from  the  proximity  of  the  burning  tobacco,  which 
is  drawn  directly  into  the  lungs  in  large  or  small  quantities,  according 
to  the  adroitness  of  the  smoker,  the  state  of  the  air  in  the  place  where 
he  is  smoking,  and  other  circumstances  useless  to  mention.  The  nausea 
produced  in  new  beginners,  is  from  the  inhalation  of  the  smoke,  however 
small  the  quantity.  Now  with  a  pipe,  the  operation  of  burning  in  the 
bowl  is  removed  to  a  considerable  distance,  the  smoke  is  not  so  much 
heated,  and  less  constitutional  detriment  is  incurred. 

We  have  not  much  respect,  however,  for  this  argument — it  has  not  even 
the  merit  of  ingenuity,  though  it  is  very  observable  that  persons  who  ha- 
bitually smoke  pipes  have  not  such  sallow,  unhealthy-looking  complexions 
as  cigar  smokers.  This  fact  may  by  and  by  have  a  tendency  to  lessen 
the  vast  consumption  of  cigars  all  over  the  world,  and  bring  back  the  use 
of  the  pipe,  the  primitive  manner  of  luxuriating  on  tobacco. 

Cigar  smokers  ruin  their  teeth  by  the  constant  contact  of  hot  smoke, 
which  gives  them  a  bluish  tinge,  after  a  while,  and  brings  on  a  disease 
of  the  membrane  lining  the  sockets.  This  is  not  all  ;  the  essential  oil 
of  the  tobacco,  although  volatilized,  acts  with  direct  force  upon  the  en- 
amel in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 
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There  is  no  way  in  which  the  modern  custom  of  cigar  smoking-  can  be 
followed,  without  essentially  injuring  the  individual  who  practises  it. 
Our  climate  is  an  unfavorable  one  for  smoking,  say  those  who  assume  to 
be  wise  on  the  subject:  but  if  persons  have  so  confirmed  the  habit  that 
they  cannot  resist  its  bewitching  influences,  let  them  resort  to  a  long  pipe, 
and"  forever  abandon  the  alluring,  but  destructive  tendencies  of  a  cigar. 


Prevention  of  Hereditary  Disease. — A  certain  Mr.  Horatio  Prater  has 
promulgated  a  theory  in  regard  to  preventing  the  propagation  of  certain 
hereditary  diseases,  which  is  after  this  fashion  : — For  some  years,  or  at 
all  events,  one  year,  previous  to  marringe,  that  kind  of  diet  and  that  plan 
of  life  which  has  been  ascertained  to  be  most  conducive  to  the  palliation 
of  his  or  her  complaint,  should  be  adopted.  So  it  goes  on,  from  one 
scheme  to  another,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  body  is  nearly  if  not 
wholly  renovated  once  in  about  seven  years.  Why  get  married  at  all  ? 
The  phrenologists  have  always  contended  that  matrimonial  alliances 
should  not  be  made  with  persons  having  hereditary  taints,  of  any  kind; 
and  Mr.  Combe,  bolder  than  all  his  predecessors,  would  have  the  civil 
law  interpose  a  barrier  to  all  proposed  marriages  between  those  having 
diseases  which  are  transmissible  from  parent  to  child. 


The  Medical  Times. — A  weekly  journal,  with  this  title,  of  English  and 
foreign  medicine  and  medical  affiirs,  is  printed  in  London,  in  a  quarto 
form,  and  has  reached  the  eighth  volume — a  good  evidence  of  the  esti- 
mation in  which  it  is  held  by  medical  readers.  The  circulation  of  the 
Times  seems  to  be  much  more  limited  in  this  country  than  any  other  of 
the  London  journals  ;  yet  its  claims  to  notice  are  equal  to  many  having 
a  far  greater  reputation.  Most  of  the  articles  are  plain  statements  of 
valuable  facts,  without  any  of  that  slang  or  vituperation,  so  essentially  a 
characteristic  of  some  of  its  cotemporaries.  Notwithstanding  the  very 
large  number  of  medical  periodicals  in  the  English  and  French  lan- 
guaa^e,  in  Europe,  no  works  appear  to  be  better  sustained,  or  in  a  more 
flourishing  condition.  Usually  they  are  sold  by  newsmen  in  the  streets, 
like  common  newspapers. 


Vohnitary  Woimds. — Dr.  Whitman,  of  the  missionary  service,  who  at 
present  resides  with  the  Oregon  Indians  at  Waiilatpu,  near  Walla  Walla, 
high  up  on  the  waters  of  Snake  River,  says  that  among  the  different 
modes  of  gaining  influence  on  account  of  the  supposed  possession  of  su- 
pernatural power,  was  the  following,  which  he  relates  : — A  young  man 
shot  himself  through  the  body  last  July,  a  year  ago,  in  order  to  convince 
his  countrymen  of  the  strength  of  his  supernatural  protecting  agent. 
The  ball  entered  the  abdomen  a  little  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  umbili- 
cus, and  came  out  by  an  oblique  line  above  and  near  the  spine  on  the 
same  side.  This  occurred  sixty  miles  from  Dr.  Whitman's  house,  at  the 
Grand  Round,  and  the  third  dav  he  encamped  near  the  doctor  for  the 
night.  The  next  morning  Dr.  Whitman  examiupd  the  wound.  The  pa- 
tient was  walking  and  making  preparations  to  depart,  and  soon  he  rode 
off  on  horseback.    This  was  the  second  trial  of  his  strength,  continues  Dr. 
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Whitmnn,  having  shot  himself  through  in  much  the  same  way  about  two 
years  ago.  His  body  was  preserved  from  the  flash  by  a  leather  shirt. 
He  will  hereafter  be  regarded  as  a  strange  mystery  or  medicine  man,  says 
the  reporter.  Such  feats  appear  not  to  be  uncommon  ;  they  sometimes 
scarcely  appear  conscious  of  the  horrible  wounds  inflicted  with  perfect 
nonchalance  on  themselves.  Deaths  seldom  occur  from  such  trifles  as 
balls,  unless  a  large  vessel  is  denuded  and  rent,  so  that  a  large  volume  of 
blood  suddenly  secapes. 


A  Visit  to  Grafctiberg. — Some  time  in  April  or  May  last,  the  well- 
known  Sir  Charles  Scudamore  visited  Grafenberg,  from  whence  he  re- 
turned with  considerable  failh  in  Priessnitz's  water  remedies  for  all  mala- 
dies. It  is  quite  probable,  from  the  enthusiasm  of  this  learned  gentleman 
on  the  subject,  that  hydropathy  is  destined  to  have  more  believers  than 
any  other  pathy  now  in  vogue.  England  is  beginning  to  furnish  the  very 
best  class  of  patients,  their  faith  in  it  being  reijulated  by  the  square  of  the 
distance  between  London  and  the  residence  of  Priessnitz,  the  modern  wa- 
ter giant,  who  moves  the  nobility  and  fortunes  of  all  Europe.  Sir  Charles 
met  with  such  choice  company,  full  in  the  faith,  that  he  is  too  wise  to  run 
against  the  tide  of  fashionable  belief,  and  hazard  the  risk  of  making  him- 
self odious,  when  the  prospect  is  very  flattering  for  his  own  reputation 
by  joining  the  cavalcade  of  aquatarians.  So  he  has  seen  excellent  effects 
produced  by  water — scientifically  taken.  The  vulgar  mode  of  drinking 
when  one  is  thirsty,  or  bathing  at  convenient  hours  or  seasons,  is  not  pro- 
ductive of  such  great  results  as  are  invariably  realized  by  following  a 
guinea  prescription.  There  is  no  disguising  the  fact  that  hydropathy  is 
to  be  the  leading  farce  of  the  age. 


lasurance  on  the  Lives  of  Invalids. — Every  device  has  been  tried  in 
England  for  making  money,  which  is  so  exceedingly  desirable  an  article 
for  every  body  to  have.  The  latest  scheme,  however,  is  that  of  raising 
an  income  on  the  precarious  lives  of  persons  broken  down  by  disease,  and 
is  an  extraordinary  feature  in  refined  civilization.  The  leading  men  in 
this  unique  institution  are  well  known  to  the  profession  of  this  country. 
They  are  Sir  Henrv  Halford,  Bart.,  M.D.,  &c.  &c.  Sir  William  Burnett, 
M.D.,  F.R.S.,  &c.  '&c.     Sir  Matthew  J.  Tierney,  Bart.,  M.D.,  &c.  &c. 

"This  office  is  provided  with  very  accurately  constructed  tables,  by 
which  it  can  assure  unsound  lives  on  equitable  terms.  The  extra  premi- 
um discontinued  nn  restoration  of  the  assured  to  permanent  health.  A 
portion  of  the  extra  premium  may  remain  as  a  debt  on  the  policy.  Sur- 
vivorship assurances,  where  the  life  in  expectation  suffers  from  disease, 
eflTected  at  cheaper  rales  than  at  any  other  office.  Similar  tables  enable 
the  Society  to  grant  increased  annuities  on  unsound  lives— the  amount 
varying  with  the  particular  disease.  Members  of  consumptive  families 
assured  at  equitable  rales.  Healthy  lives  are  assured  on  lower  terms  than 
at  most  other  offices.  Policies  of  twelve  months'  standing  are  not  affected 
by  suicide,  duelling,  &o.,  and  assigned  policies  are  valid  from  the  date  of 
the  policy,  should  death  ensue  from  any  of  these  causes." 

With  "the  shrewdness  that  characterizes  our  countrymen,  it  is  really 
strange  that  some  have  not  opened  the  same  kind  of  office  in  New  York 


Medical  IntelHsrence.  165 


'ij 


or  Boston.     It  would  be  one  of  the  very  best  plans  ever  adopted  of  making 
much  out  of  nothing. 

Treatment  of  Intermittent  Fever  in  Tartary. — "  We  adopted  the 
usual  treatment  of  India,  taking  emetics  and  medicine,"  says  Mr.  Burn, 
and  in  his  own  case,  followed  them  up  with  quinine,  which  had  a  happy 
effect.  In  three  days  his  teeth  ceased  to  chatter  and  his  body  to  burn ; 
but  Dr.  Gerard,  his  companion,  who  persisted  in  treating  himself  with 
calomel,  secutidem  artem,  waS  not  so  fortunate — his  disease  did  not  leave 
him  till  long  after  they  had  left  the  country.  One  of  their  fellow  travel- 
lers, a  merchant  of  Budukhshar,  died  on  reaching  Bukhara.  Their  stay 
was  prolonged  at  Kurshee,  three  or  four  days,  during  which  they  lived  in 
a  garden  under  some  trees  and  without  any  other  shelter.  The  thermome- 
ter stood  at  lOS  degrees,  and  they  quenched  a  raging  thirst  with  sherbet 
of  cherries  cooled  by  ice,  which  was  to  be  had  in  great  plenty  in  that 
sickly  spot. 

Cholera  at  Madura. — From  a  report  in  the  Missionary  Herald,  detail- 
ing the  condition  of  certain  missionary  localities  at  Madura,  it  is  stated 
that  the  cholera  had  visited  every  station  and  most  of  the  surrounding 
country.  At  many  places,  the  last  year,  its  ravages  were  dreadful,  so 
that,  with  no  limitation,  they  could  say  with  the  Psalmist — "  Thousands 
fall  by  our  side  and  tens  of  thousands  at  our  right  hand."  Yet  no  plague, 
no  death,  occurred  in  the  dwt^llings  or  very  near  those  occupied  by  the 
missionaries.  Persons  in  their  employ,  and  children  in  their  schools,  re- 
mained wholly  free  from  the  disease,  although  constantly  hovering  upon 
their  border.  The  mortality  was  believed  to  amount,  in  some  places,  to 
one  twelfth  of  the  whole  population.  Many  large,  flourishing  families 
were  entirely  broken  up,  so  that  all  that  remains  of  them  is  one  or  two 
helpless  orphans. 

Condition  of  the  Pelvic  Joints  after  Partitritioji. — A  middle-aged  wo- 
man, says  the  Medical  Times,  who  had  died  of  flooding  after  delivery, 
was  brought  into  the  dissecting-room  of  Dr.  Knox,  of  Edinburgh.  The 
pelvis  v/as  of  full  dimensions.  On  examining  the  articulations,  they  were 
found  to  be  all  relaxed  ;  the  bones  could  be  made  to  slide  over  one  another. 
The  obstetricians,  to  whom  the  case  was  shown,  considered  it  to  be  pro- 
duced either  by  putrefaction,  or  by  pathological  causes.  However,  since 
that  event.  Dr.  Knox  has  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  carefully  the 
pelves  of  five  women  of  different  ages,  who  had  died  soon  after  delivery  ; 
and  having  found  in  all  of  these  a  relaxation  of  the  articulations  of  the 
pelvis  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  but  always  remarkable,  he  is  inclined 
to  look  upon  the  process  as  a  regular  or  healthy  one,  and  not  as  the 
result  of  pathological  action. 


Effect  of  Menstrtiation  on  Lactation. — According  to  Dr.  Raciborski,  in  a 
paper  to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine,  menstruation  exerts  no  percep- 
tible influence  on  the  number  or  size  of  the  globules  in  milk,  and  the  milk 
continues  to  have  an  alkaline  re-action  throughout  the  whole  period  of 
menstruation.     The  only  modification    undergone  by  the  milk  during  this 
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period  is  a  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  cream  it  contain?,  to  which  cir*  I 
cumstance  its  blue  tint^e  at  the  same  liine  is  ascribable.  This  modifica- 
tion neither  appears  to  exert  any  influence  disturbing  the  health  of  nurses, 
01  to  deteriorate  the  nourishment  of  the  infants  they  may  suckle  ;  and  in  M. 
Raciborski's  opinion,  the  act  of  menstruation  does  not  render  a  wet  nurse 
less  eligible  for  her  function. — V Experience. 


hicontivcyice  of  Urine. — For  feeble  and  delicate  patients  M.  Chabrely 
advises  tar-water  as  an  ordinary  drink  ;  and  to  persons  of  more  bodily 
vigor,  an  infusion  of  camomile  with  syrup  of  Tolu,  and  pills  of  this  bal- 
sam or  that  of  Peru,  pitch,  styrax,  or  copaiba,  with  opium.  Lavements  of 
some  of  these  substances  are  used,  with  a  woollen  bandage,  so  as  to  ap- 
ply over  the  loins  Tolu  balsam  in  a  concrete  state  ;  and  frictions  of  the 
hypogastric  and  lumbar  regions  with  an  en)ulsion  of  turpentine  spirit, 
white  of  ec^^  and  gum  Arabic.  Similar  methods  have  been  tried  by  M. 
Chabrely  with  advantage  in  whites,  prolapsus  uteri,  &c. — Ibid. 


Phlegmasia  Dolens,  or  Bi/cnemia.  By  G.  Yeates  Hunter,  Sur- 
geon.— I  have  read  with  pleasure  your  extract  from  the  Paris  journals, 
upon  the  above  very  interesting  malady;  and,  perhaps,  you  will  allow 
me  a  corner  in  your  widely-circulated  hebdomadal  publication  to  observe 
that  I  agree  with  the  French,  and  may  add,  also,  with  some  American 
and  British  practitioners,  in  opinion  that  it  is  not  confined  to  parturient 
females  alone,  having  myself  seen  two  unquestionable  cases  in  the  male 
subject,  each  of  which  was  successfully  treated  by  calomel  purges,  saline 
antimonial  mixtures,  leeches  to  the  groin,  and  evaporating  lotions,  care- 
fully and  repeatedly  applied,  through  the  medium  of  an  interrupted  band- 
age to  the  entire  surface  of  the  greatly-enlarged  limb.  When  I  began 
practice  in  1816,  I  regarded  and  treated  phlegmasia  dolens  as  an  inflam- 
matory disease,  and  considered  it  one  always  aftectingthe  local  lymphatics, 
but  subsequent  experience  and  careful  observation  have  convinced  me 
that  the  more  modern  pathology  of  Drs.  Davis,  Lee  and  others,  as  to  its 
seat,  is  generally  correct,  and  that  inflammation  of  the  pelvic  or  femoral 
veins  is  most  frequently  the  cause  of  the  complaint;  as,  however,  I  have 
not  been  unfortunate  enough  to  see  a  case  terminate  fatally,  it  has  not 
been  in  my  power  to  confirm  this  view  of  its  cause  by  post-mortem  inves- 
tigation.—  London  La?icet. 


Antagonism  of  Goitre  a7id  Tubercle. — According  to  Escherich,  a  Ba- 
varian physician,  goitre  is  incompatible  with  tubercular  phthisis  ;  and  he 
regards  as  a  wicked  attempt  (sic)  the  endeavor  to  remove  goitre  in  sub- 
jects who  otherwise  would  be  (?)  constitutionally  predisposed  to  consump- 
tion. For  four  years  he  has  had  under  his  care  a  woman,  with  a  cavern 
in  the  upper  lobe  of  the  right  lung,  and  pectoriloquy  with  habitual  cough 
and  expectoration  ;  yet  this  patient  has  remained  in  a  stationary  condi- 
tion during  the  period  slated,  which  the  doctor  considers  to  be  due  to  the 
conjoint  presence  of  a  large  goitre,  adding  that  he  had  never  known  a 
patient  affected  with  the  latter  disease  to  die  of  phthisis.  Other  physi- 
cians in  the  mountainous  regions  of  Styria  and  the  Tyrol  have  made  simi- 
lar statements. — Med.  Corresp.  Blatt.  bayerische,  SfC. 
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Treaimeiit  of  Strmno^is  Peritonitis. — Sir  Henry  Marsh  remarks — "  The 
copious  detractions  of  blood  which  are  essentially  necessary  in  ordinary- 
peritonitis,  are  rarely  admissible  in  the  strumous  form  ;  from  the  consti- 
tution of  the  patient",  and  the  chronic  nature  of  the  malady,  it  will  be  sel- 
dom found  necessary  to  employ  any  hut  topical  bleedings;  and,  when  this 
is  etfected  by  the  application  "  of  leeches,  care  must  be  taken  to  guard 
against  the  too  long-continued  and  profuse  oozing  of  blood  which,  in  stru- 

n)ous  individuals,  is  apt   to   arise    from    the    bites  of  leeches In  some 

cases  I  have  directed  mercury  and  iodine  to  be  rubbed  in  conjointly,  by 
adding  three  grains  of  the  proto-ioduret  of  mercury  to  a  scruple  or  half  a 
drachm  of  axunge  ;  and  I  have  thought  that  the  inunction  of  this  com- 
pound has  produced  more  rapid  and  salutary  eflfects  upon  the  disease  than 
the  pure  mercurial  ointment;  I  can,  moreover,  assert  that  in  some  few 
cases  in  which  the  mercurial  ointment  alone  has  failed,  this  combination 
has  been  efTective. — Dublin  Jour,  of  Med.  Sciences. 


Medical  Misceliamj.—Dx.  Hardage  Lane  is  president  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  Missouri — an  institution  that  was  incorporated  in  1837. — Dr. 
Loudon  thinks  that  the  proper  period  for  nursing  a  child  is  three  years. 
He  infers  that  longevity  would  be  promoted  by  this  lengthened  period  of 
lactation. — A  good  article  may  be  four>d  in  the  July  No.  of  the  St.  Louis 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  on  remittent  fever,  as  it  prevails  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  by  Dr.  Pallan,  of  St.  Louis. — 
Charleston,  S.  C,  is  remarkably  free  from  any  prevailing  kind  of  dis- 
ease.—  It  is  asserted  that  the  great  quantity  of  sal  seratus  used  by  families 
in  making  bread  is  very  pernicious  to  health.  The  excess  causes  the  evil, 
which  might  easily  be  avoided. —  It  has  been  very  sickly  of  late  at  Wash- 
ington, N.  C.  A  change  in  the  weather  has  given  a  favorable  turn  to  the 
public  health. — Yellow  fever  and  dysentery  prevailed  extensively  at  Ber- 
muda, at  the  last  date. — Dr.  Hope,  who  has  been  Professor  of  Chemistry 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  has  tendered  his  rf^signation. — The 
deaths  in  London  ending  Saturday,  August  3d,  were  795.  The  weekly 
average  for  the  last  five  summers,  was  846. — A  woman  died  in  Baltimore 
recently,  aged  112. — A  man  is  living  at  this  time  in  England,  James 
Horrock,  in  his  one  hundredth  year,  whose  father  lived  in  the  time  of 
Oliver  Cromwell. — An  Irishwoman  in  Edgartown,  Mass.,  gave  birth  to 
three  girl>*  at  once  last  week,  which,  with  the  mother,  are  doing  well. — 
Dr.  Delamater,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  declines  a  chair  in  the  new  medi- 
cal college  of  St.  Charles. — The  yellow  fever  is  asserted  to  have  been 
carried  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  a  river  boat  from  New  Orleans. 


M\RRiKn,— .-Xt  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.D.,  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  L-  Dwight,  late  of  Springfield,  Mass.— At  Montreal,  L.  C, 
Arther  Fishur,  Esq.,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Susan  Corse. 

Died, — At  New  Orleans,  Dr.  John  Nichols. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  endinj  Sept.  23,  49.— Male.s,  24— Females,  2.5.    Slilihorn,  6. 

Of  consumption,  .5— cholera  infantum,  2— bowel  complaint,  6— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1  — lyiihus 
fever,  4— brain  t'ever.  2— iiiflamniHtion  of  the  luncs,  2— hooping  cough,  3— eravel,  1— old  aiie,  5 — 
iuicide,  1— lung  fever,  2— aiisce-ss  in  the  brain,  1—infanlile,  3— rupture,  1  — teething,  2— canker,  2 — 
(Jjgenlery,  2 — marasmus,] — canker  in  the  bowels,  1— asthma,  1— inflnmmalion  ofthe  bowels,  1. 

Under  5  years,  25— between  5  and  20  years,  3— between  20  and  60  years,  11— o^er  60  years,  10. 
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Dislocaiio7i  of  the  Forearm  outivards. — Henry  Spencer,  astat.  49,  ad- 
milled  under  Mr.  Scotl,  June  7th,  with  the  above  accident  to  the  left 
upper  extremity,  from  a  log-  of  wood  falling  on  the  inner  side  of  the  fore- 
arm and  forcing-  it  outwards.  The  contusion  from  the  accident  was  plainly 
visible.  He  supported  the  forearm  with  the  opposite  hand.  It  was  ex- 
ceedingly loose,  and  capable  of  being  abducted  by  the  hand  of  the  exami- 
ner in  a  direction  towards  the  outer  part  of  the  deltoid  to  an  angle  of  90 
deg.  with  the  arm.  The  circumference  of  the  elbow  was  an  inch  and  a 
half  more  than  that  of  the  opposite.  Its  characteristic  form  was  lost. 
There  was  considerable  projection  of  the  great  trochlea  of  the  humerus 
at  the  inner  side  ;  prominence  externally,  and  slightly  posteriorly,  of  the 
head  of  the  radius,  on  to  the  articular  cavity  of  which  the  finger  could  be 
inserted.  The  olecranon  was  very  obvious,  and  the  tendon  of  the  triceps 
externally  deflected. 

Reduction  was  effected  by  making  extension  (downwards  and  forwards) 
from  the  hand,  the  knee  fixing  the  lower  part  of  the  humerus.  He  ren)ained 
in  the  hospital  twenty-six  days,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  possessed 
the  ordinary  range  of  movement,  with  the  exception  of  being  unable  to 
bring  the  forearm  quite  in  a  straight  line  with  the  arm.  Perfect  power  of 
extension  was  acquired,  however,  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  from  the  period 
of  admission. 

The  inflammation  about  the  elbbw-joint  subsided  in  about  four  days 
under  ordinary  treatment. — London  Lancet. 


Formula  for  Rheumatism. —  M.  Pereyra,  of  Bordeaux,  who  has  adopted 
the  use  of  guaiacum  for  rheumatic  affections  in  preference  to  any  oiher 
vaunted  remedy,  employs  the  following  formula: — Finely  powdered  resin 
of  guaiacum,  a  drachm  ;  orange  leaves,  powdered,  half  a  drachm  ;  acetate 
of  morphine,  three  quarters  of  a  grain.  These  ingredients  are  mixed,  and 
divided  into  sixteen  powders,  one  of  which  is  to  be  taken  every  two  hours. 
The  acetate  of  morphia  is  useful  both  for  enabling  the  stomach  to  tolerate 
the  guaiacum  and  in  moderating  the  stimulant  effects  of  this  substance 
which  so  often  compel  its  disuse. — lb. 


Dysentery  from  Ergot  of  Rye. — In  the  course  of  last  year  a  dysentery 
prevailed  in  the  French  department  Loire-Inferieure  (Brittany),  which 
was  found  to  have  attacked  a  great  many  persons  who  had  eaten  of  dis- 
eased rye.  The  individuals  were  seized  with  vomitings  of  bilious  matters, 
intermixed  with  blood,  and  passed  stools  at  first  mucous,  though  after- 
wards bilious  or  sanguinolent.  Pulse  weak  and  rapid,  and  a  general 
adynamic  condition,  under  which  the  patients  commonly  succumbed  about 
the  tenth  or  twelfth  day  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack.  In  one 
commune  the  practitioner  gave  his  patients  first  a  brisk  emetic,  and  then 
a  mixture,  composed  of  four  grains  of  watery  extract  of  opium,  in  a  pint  of 
dococlion  of  lance-leaved  bark,  of  which  a  tablespoonful  was  taken  throe 
times  a  day.  At  night,  one  of  eight  pills,  from  a  mass  containing  three 
grains  of  camphor,  two  and  a  half  of  opium,  and  half  a  drachm  of  pow- 
dered cinchona  bark.  Emollient  ptisans,  cataplasms  to  the  abdomen,  clys- 
ters of  linseed  infusion,  and  similar  palliative  measures,  were  added,  and 
under  such  treatment  twenty-five  out  of  twenty-seven  patients  recovered. 
—  Gazette  des  Hopitaux. 
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STATISTICS   OF   EPILEPSY  ;    CALCULATED   TO    AFFORD    DATA    FOR 
THE   TREATMENT   OF   THAT   DISEASE. 

M.  Leuret,  principal  physician  of  the  Bicetre,  has  published  in  the 
"  Archives  Gen.  de  Med."  for  May  last,  an  essay  on  the  above-named 
disease,  in  which  the  following  results  are  stated  : — Of  106  patients 
of  all  ages,  14  experienced  their  first  attack  of  epilepsy  before  5 
years  of  age  ;  5  between  the  ages  of  5  and  10  years;  !-24  between 
10  and  15;  18  between  15  and  20;  16  between  20  and  25;  8 
between  25  and  30 ;  4  from  30  to  35  ;  3  from  35  to  40  ;  2  from 
40  to  45 ;  5  from  45  to  50 ;  and  1  only  after  50  years  of  age. 
Adolescence  would,  therefore,  seem  to  be  the  period  which  furnishes  the 
greatest  number  of  epileptic  patients,  and  next  to  it  the  period  of  youth. 
As  very  young  infants,  however,  are  seldom  sent  to  the  Bicetre,  this  re- 
sult cannot  be  pronounced  on  with  certainty  ;  and  M.  Leuret  is  of  opin- 
ion that  epilepsy  is  relatively  much  more  frequent  in  children  under  5 
years  than  the  above  statement  implies.  Of  the  same  106  patients  there 
were  but  7  in  whom  the  disease  could  be  readily  traced  to  exist  in  other 
members  of  their  immediate  families — of  one,  the  father,  a  brother  and 
two  sisters-  were  epileptic  ;  of  a  second,  the  father  only  ;  of  the  third, 
the  mother  and  a  sister ;  of  the  fourth,  the  mother  and  an  uncle  ;  of  the 
fifth  and  sixth,  the  mother  only  :  and  of  the  seventh,  an  uncle.  M. 
Leuret  endeavored  to  ascertain,  if  the  immediate  relations  of  the  patients 
had  been  subject  to  other  affections  of  the  brain  or  nervous  system,  but 
found  this  to  be  the  case  in  no  more  than  8  instances,  in  3  of  which 
some  of  the  patient's  near  relations  had  been  affected  with  insanity  ;  2 
cases  had  died  of  apoplexy ;  and  the  other  instances  were  subjects  of 
paralysis,  or  acute  meningitis,  or  had  committed  suicide.  From  these 
data  M.  Leuret  conceives  the  doctrine  of  the  hereditary  nature  of  epi- 
lepsy to  be  fairly  open  to  doubt. 

Workers  in  white-lead  factories  appeared  to  be  peculiarly  obnoxious  to 
attacks  of  epilepsy.  Among  the  fore-named  106  patients,  the  following 
peculiarities  had  been  noticed : — 30  had  been  addicted  to  drunkenness, 
24  were  of  an  irascible  disposition,  and  a  similar  number  given  to  onan- 
ism, and  15  to  sexual  indulgence  ;  17  were  of  a  mild  and  amiable  dis- 
position, 16  of  a  timorous,  and  the  same  number  of  an  obstinate  charac- 
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ter ;  7  of  a  depraved  tendency,  and  3  gamblers.  The  disease  had  ap- 
peared in  10  of  th(  patients  subsequently  to  attacks  of  smallpox,  in  8  af- 
ter syphilis,  in  5  after  various  fevers,  in  4  after  itch,  he. ;  but  in  saying 
this,  it  is  not  asserted  that  these  diseases  had  any  direct  influence  in  the 
production  of  epilepsy.  In  the  larger  number  of  cases,  terror  would  ap- 
pear to  have  been  the  proximate  cause  of  the  access  of  the  disease. 

Of  the  106  epileptics,  30  were  accustomed  to  have  fits  every  fortnight, 
17  every  month,  13  every  week,  9  every  three  or  four  days,  4  almost 
every  day,  2  daily,  1  every  two  months,  3  every  three  months,  1  every 
eight  or  nine  months,  1  every  year,  1  had  had  ten  attacks  in  four  years, 
and  24  were  subject  to  them  at  variable  epochs.  It  is  seldom  that,  when 
the  epoch  of  attack  arrives,  the  patient  has  but  a  single  fit ;  in  most  cases 
three,  four,  or  more  were  found  successively  to  follow.  "  I  have  seen 
(says  M.  Leuret),  but  only  in  the  most  severe  cases,  and  which  often 
speedily  prove  mortal,  a  patient  the  subject  of  eighty  Jits  in  the  space  of 
twelve  hours  !  The  patients  recovered  from  one  only  to  fall  into  another, 
and  neither  had  intervals  of  sleep  or  of  consciousness." 

Of  33  patients  17  experienced  this  ;  the  disease  went  on  increasing 
in  intensity;  in  \Q  this  progressively  diminished.  Of  101  cases,  in  35 
the  attacks  came  on  principally  in  the  night ;  in  29,  indifferently  in  the 
night  and  day  ;  in  12,  in  the  day  time  ;  in  8,  during  the  day  alone  ;  in  8, 
in  the  night  alone;  in  3  principally,  in  other  3  always,  in  the  morning  ; 
and  in  the  evening  only,  or  in  the  morning  and  evening  only,  in  3  others. 
Night  appears,  therefore,  to  be  eminently  the  period  most  favorable  to 
epileptic  attacks.  M.  Leuret  conceived  that  this  might  be  partially  ow- 
ing to  the  horizontal  posture  at  that  period,  and  he  accordingly  recom- 
mended wakefulness  and  exercise  to  the  patients  at  the  hour  when  they 
were  liable  to  the  access;  some,  though  not  all,  found  this  advice  availa- 
ble in  warding  off  the  fits.  As  an  instance  in  favor  of  the  influence  of 
the  horizontal  posture  in  the  production  of  epileptic  attacks,  the  case  is 
cited  of  a  youth  who  had  been  liable  to  night  fits,  but  had  been  observed 
never  to  be  the  subject  of  these  when  he  travelled  in  a  vehicle  at  night, 
being  then  obliged  to  sleep  in  a  sitting  attitude. 

The  number  of  fits  in  the  year  varied  in  M.  Leuret's  patients  from  8 
to  2149.  The  relative  proportion  of  liability  to  attacks  in  different  months 
of  the  year,  as  observed  in  70  patients,  is  represented  in  the  following 
table: — 

Months  of  thirty 
days. 

January 

February  - 

March     -      - 

April 

May 

June 

The  average  of  May  or  September  will  best  represent  the  mean  ave- 
rage of  the  year.  As  a  general  rule,  attacks  are  most  frequent  in  the 
winter  and  autumn,  and  least  so  in  the  spring  and  summer.     As  respects 


Average  of  Cases 
daily. 

-     15.6 

Months  of  thirty 

ilays. 

July       - 

Average  of  Cases 
daily. 

-     15.4 

17.1 

Augu-st 

12.0 

-      14.6 

September 

-     14.4 

13.5 

October 

12.9 

-     14.2 

INovember 

-     15.2 

13.3 

December  - 

14.1 

Enlargement  of  the  Knee-joint — Amputafioii.  171 

the  probable  influence  of  lunar  changes  on  the  production  of  epileptic 
fits,  M.  Leuret  concludes  that  the  moon  exerts  no  obvious  influence  on 
epileptics;  or,  if  any  conclusion  be  drawn,  it  may  be  that  the  new  m(X)n, 
contrary  to  the  popular  notion,  exercises  a  salutary  influence^  fits  being 
then  rather  less  frequent  than  at  other  periods. 

Tile  electric  state  of  the  atmosphere  is  not  without  its  influence  on  epi- 
leptics. Stormy  weather  predisposes  to  attacks,  but  the  most  poweiiul 
predisponent  is  certainly  intemperance,  and  many  patients  have  owed 
their  recovery  to  an  abandonment  of  previous  intemperate  habits.  "  Ero- 
tic impulses  about  the  time  of  a  fit  are,  in  certain  cases,  altogether  im- 
moderate, and  the  patients,  while  destitute  of  consciousness,  and  only 
capable  of  instinctive  actions,  sometimes  abandon  themselves,  without 
control,  to  the  act  of  masturbation.  Si,  par  des  liens,  si,  a  I'aide  de  la 
camisole,  on  leur  tient  les  mains  eloign ees  du  corps,  ils  executent  des 
mouvemens  du  bassin,  et  tiennent  en  menie  temps  des  propos  qui  rendent 
manifestes,  je  ne  dois  pas  dire  les  desirs,  mais  les  besoins  imperieux  aux- 
quels  ils  sont  en  proie.  The  deed  is,  in  reality,  at  this  time  neither  a 
passion  or  a  vice — it  is  an  organic  action  dependent  on  epilepsy.  J'ai 
vu  de  jeunes  gar^ons,  sages,  du  moins  en  apparance,  dociles,  d'une  re- 
serve parfait,  qui,  dans  I'intervalle  d'attaques  rapprochees,  etaient  pris  d'un 
delire  erotique  qu'ils  exprimaient  et  par  leurs  discours  et  par  les  mouve- 
mens de  leur  corps.  On  ne  pouvait  pas  s'approcher  d'eux,  leur  tater  le 
pouls,  leur  toucher  le  front,  sans  que  ce  simple  contact  ne  fut  recu  par 
eux  comme  une  caresse." — London  Lancet. 


AMPUTATION  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  KNEE-JOINT. 

By  G.  Volney  Dorsey,  M.D.,  of  Piqua,  O. 

Adam  Beamer,  the  subject  of  the  present  operation,  was  brought  to 
this  place  in  June,  1840,  from  the  county  of  Van  Wert.  His  age 
was  about  twenty-two  years.  The  history,  given  of  his  case  at  the 
time,  was,  that  about  one  year  previously,  he  was  affected  with  severe 
pain  in  the  right  knee,  of  which  no  very  obvious  cause  could  be  as- 
signed, though  he  was  inclined  to  attribute  it  to  an  injury  received  in 
leaping.  He  was  treated  by  some  physicians  in  that  section  of  the 
State,  by  blistering,  cupping,  Stc,  but  without  any  relief.  About  three 
months  before  I  saw  him,  his  knee  began  to  swell,  and  increased  very 
rapidly,  so  that,  at  the  period  of  my  examination,  its  circumference, 
immediately  about  the  joint,  was  thirty-seven  inches,  declining  gradu- 
ally on  each  side,  and  extending  about  half  way  to  the  hip-joint  above, 
and  to  the  ankle  below.  Beyond  these  points,  there  seemed  to  be  but 
little  disease,  though  the  limb  was  enlarged  to  almost  double  the  size 
of  its  fellow.  The  swelling  was  hard,  and  not  painful  to  the  touch  ; 
the  veins,  ramifying  on  the  external  surface,  immensely  enlarged  ;  the 
great  weight  and  pressure  had  caused  some  ulceration  on  the  inferior 
parts  of  the  tumor,  augmented  probably  by  the  heat  of  the  weather, 
and  by   travelling  many  miles  over  very  rough  roads,  on  a  bed  imper- 
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fectly  suspended  \n  a  small  wagon.  His  constitutional  symptoms  were, 
extreme  debility,  hectic  fever,  cough  and  copious  expectoration,  diar- 
rhoea, and  emaciation  to  such  an  extent  that  the  tumor  and  limb  re- 
moved, would  doubtless  have  weighed  one  third  or  more  of  his  whole 
body.  As  the  swelling  was  rapidly  progressing,  and  the  constitution 
sinking,  it  was  determined  at  once  to  amputate,  as  the  only  possible 
means  of  saving  life.  I  accordingly  proceeded  to  operate,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  all  the  physicians  and  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  town. 
It  being  necessary  to  cut  as  high  up  as  possible,  from  fear  of  disease  of 
the  bone,  the  tourniquet  could  not  be  used,  but  the  artery  was  com- 
pressed in  the  groin  by  an  able  assistant.  Contrary  to  the  usual 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  upper  third  of  the  thigh,  1  performed  ac- 
cording to  the  flap  method,  plunging  the  knife  directly  through  the 
thigh  from  above  downward  on  the  outside  of  the  bone,  and  cutting 
out  a  flap  of  half  the  diameter  of  the  stump;  then  entering  and  bring- 
ing out  the  knife  at  precisely  the  same  points  on  the  inside  of  the 
bone,  another  flap  was  made,  the  parts  retracted  and  the  bone  sawed, 
all  which  was  done  in  less  than  one  minute.  Two  arteries  and  the 
femoral  vein  were  secured,  the  flaps  brought  together  by  adhesive  plas- 
ter and  dressed  with  basilicon ;  less  than  a  pint  of  blood  was  lost, 
which  was  fortunate  for  my  debilitated  patient.  The  femoral  vein  was 
unusually  small  ;  the  medulla  of  the  bone  appeared  slightly  dark.  No 
bad  symptoms  supervened,  but  on  the  contrary  all  the  unfavorable 
constitutional  symptoms  disappeared  at  once,  with  the  exception  of  the 
diarrhoea  which  was  troublesome  for  a  few  days,  and  the  patient  de- 
clared he  slept  better  the  night  succeeding  the  operation  than  he  had 
done  for  months.  In  two  weeks  the  wound  was  half  healed:  the  last 
ligature  came  away  on  the  30th  day. 

This  case  is  interesting  from  the  immense  size  of  the  tumor,  being, 
I  believe,  among  the  very  largest  that  have  ever  been  amputated  with 
success,  and  also  because  it  gives  evidence  of  the  great  recuperative  pow- 
ers of  the  system,  which  often  rallies  when  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb, 
provided  the  cause  of  disease  can  be  removed. 

One  word  on  the  subject  of  the  flap  operation,  now,  I  believe,  fortu- 
nately for  humanity,  becoming  tolerably  general.  I  have  used  it  in  am- 
putation in  various  situations  above  and  below  the  knee,  and  on  the  arm, 
and  always  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  It  is  infinitely  more  speedy 
than  the  circular  method,  and  consequently  produces  less  suffering  ;  but 
the  great  advantage  is,  that  by  any  common  care,  all  possibility  of  pro- 
trusion of  the  bone,  with  all  its  dreadful  consequences,  is  avoided  with 
perfect  certainty. 

This  tumor,  when  examined  after  amputation,  presented  the  appear- 
ance of  a  fungous  growth,  originating  from  the  medulla  of  the  lower 
third  of  the  os  femoris,  and  arising  to  the  height  of  about  twelve  inches, 
carrying  the  flesh  and  muscles,  which  seemed  tolerably  sound,  before  it. 
The  patella  and  the  head  of  the  tibia  were  enlarged  and  disposed  to 
soften — all  the  ligaments  of  the  joint  much  diseased  and  distended  by  the 
fluid  which  occupied  its  cavity,  to  the  amount  of  at  least  a  quart — no  pus 
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was  discernible — the  fungous  growth  was  of  a  yellow  color,  and  hard  gristly 
consistence,  springing  directly  from  the  medulla,  destroying  the  upper  halt 
of  the  circumference  of  the  bone,  and  branching  widely  upwards  and  on 
both  sides. 

This  patient  recovered  entirely  from  the  operation,  but  died,  as  I  have 
understood,  about  eighteen  months  afterwards  from  an  attack  of  bilious 
fever. —  Western  Lancet. 


OBSERVATIONS   ON  THE   TREATMENT  OF  SPRAINS. 

B/  J.  V.  Prather,   M.D.,  of  St.  Louis. 

Sprains  are  usually  considered  injuries  of  little  gravity,  and  treated  ac- 
cordingly. In  general,  it  is  true,  but  not  to  the  extent  which  is  generally 
believed ;  for  every  observing  surgeon  knows  that  many  grave  diseases 
can  be  traced  to  these  injuries,  such  as  a  permanent  debility  or  lesion, 
which  predisposes  to  a  return  of  the  same  accident  from  very  slight 
causes;  scrofulous  diseases,  in  persons  of  that  peculiar  temperament 
which  is  favorable  to  their  generation  ;  acute  and  chronic  inflammation, 
suppuration,  and  even  caries  of  the  bones  of  the  articulation.  The  lia- 
bility of  such  serious  consequences  from  sprains,  one  would  suppose, 
ought  to  have  engaged  the  attention  of  surgeons  more  than  it  has^ 
but  the  little  success  which  has  attended  their  prescriptions  in  many 
cases,  it  would  seem,  has  paralyzed  their  energies,  and  caused  them  to 
leave  their  treatment  in  most  cases  to  old  women  and  quacks.  These 
facts  have  induced  me  to  make  a  few  observations  on  them,  and  particu- 
larly on  their  treatment. 

A  sprain,  or  strain,  signifies  a  violent  stretching  or  extending  of  the 
tendinous  or  ligamentous  tissues  of  an  articulation,  with  or  without  rup- 
ture of  their  fibres.  It  is  asserted  by  some  distinguished  surgeons,  that 
sprains  cannot  take  place  in  the  orbicular  articulations,  and  are  confined 
to  the  gingly moid.  This  is  a  mistake  ;  every  articulation  in  the  system 
is  subject  to  them  ;  for  a  violent  abduction  of  the  thigh  and  a  strong 
movement  of  the  arm  backwards,  when  it  is  abducted  and  horizontal,  wilt 
strain  the  ligaments  of  the  coxo-femoral  and  the  scapulo-humeral  articu- 
lations, which  we  know  by  the  usual  signs.  Symptoms— pain,  usually 
intense,  at  the  affected  articulation,  often  accompanied  with  faintness  ;  no 
deformity  or  manifest  alteration  in  the  natural  relations  of  the  articular 
surfaces ;  mobility  of  the  parts  immediately  after  the  accident,  followed 
with  difficulty  of  motion  ;  sudden  tumefaction  and  generally  ecchymoses 
of  the  surrounding  surfaces. 

The  diagnosis  is  easy,  if  a  proper  attention  and  a  moderate  exercise  of 
comnion  sense  is  brought  to  bear,  although  sprains  have  been  mistaken  for 
luxations,  and  the  efforts  to  reduce  them  have  occasionally  inflicted  severe 
pain  and  injury.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  the  causes  ;  they  are 
well  known. 

The  usual  remedies,  as  advised  by  authors,  are,  perfect  rest,  warm  fo- 
mentations, the  best  of  which  is  hot  vinegar  applied  over  brown  paper,  or 
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cold  lotions.  If  the  inflammation  run  hitrli,  or  a  large  joint  is  affected, 
leeching;  or  hleeding,  and  the  j^eneral  antiphlogistic  course,  must  be  re- 
sorted to.  When  thickening  of  the  parts,  or  extravasation,  follows,  the 
indication  is  to  produce  absorption  by  friction  with  stimulating  liniments, 
moderate  exetx:;ise,  and  bandages;  if  the  symptoms  persist,  blisters  and 
other  usual  remedies  for  chronic  inflammation  of  the  joints  must  be 
adopted. 

But  the  remedy  which  I  have  exclusively  relied  upon,  with  entire  and 
inmiediate  success,  for  the  last  five  or  six  years,  is  counter-irritation  with 
the  dry  cups  to  the  origin  of  the  nerves  which  supply  the  afi^ected  parts. 
For  example,  if  it  is  an  articulation  of  the  superior  extremity,  I  apply  a 
succession  of  dry  cups  over  the  spine,  between  the  shoulders,  and  over 
the  brachial  plexus,  above  the  clavicle  of  the  injured  side  ;  if  in  the  ver- 
tebrae, over  the  spine  in  its  vicinity  ;  and  if  in  the  lower  extremity,  over 
the  spine  of  the  sacrum,  lumbar  vetebrse  and  dorsum  of  the  ileum,  ex- 
tending from  the  sacrum  to  the  anterior  spine  of  the  ileum.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  assert  that  this  remedy  will  have  the  same  immediate  curative 
effect  in  cases  complicated  with  great  lesions  of  the  parts,  but  doubt  not 
that  it  will  excel  all  other  agents  in  easing  the  suffering  ;  indeed,  I  have 
met  with  no  cases  that  have  not  yielded  immediately,  since  its  discovery, 
except  chronic  and  of  long  standing  (which  require  time  and  a  repetition 
of  the  cups).  To  illustrate  the  facts,  I  will  give  a  few  cases  of  many 
which  I  have  treated. 

Case  I. — In  May,  1837,  I  was  riding  on  horseback  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  city,  about  12  o'clock,  A.  M.,  when  my  horse  fell  down  and  caught 
my  left  foot  and  ankle  under  the  saddle,  which  caused  considerable  pain 
for  a  short  time,  but  subsided  so  as  to  enable  me  to  continue  my  visits, 
both  before  and  after  dinner,  without  much  suffering,  until  night,  when 
the  pain  and  swelling  increased  very  rapidly  ;  the  pain  becoming  most 
excruciating,  I  retired  to  bed  early,  and  had  all  the  usual  remedies  ap- 
plied, to  the  extent  of  causing  the  destruction  of  the  epidermis  of  the 
foot  and  ankle.  They  were  kept  up  until  12  o'clock  without  the  least 
abatement  of  the  pain  or  swelling  ;  indeed,  they  increased  constantly. 
Despairing  of  any  ease  for  the  night,  1  discontinued  them;  but  on  seeking 
for  some  other  remedy,  I  recollected  what  great  relief  I  had  received 
and  afforded  in  pains  of  different  parts  of  the  body  by  dry  cupping,  and 
determined  to  try  it,  with  the  hope  only  that  it  might  deaden  the  nerves 
so  as  to  give  some  temporary  ease.  I  made  my  boy  apply  them  strongly 
as  near  the  roots  as  possible  of  all  the  nerves  of  that  extremity  on  the 
points  above  specified.  1  suppose  thirty  minutes  were  required  for  their 
application,  and  before  finishing  all  pain  had  ceased  ;  I  immediately  went 
to  sleep,  and  did  not  awake  until  day-light.  Though  perfectly  free  from 
pain  I  was  afraid  to  move  my  foot,  so  little  confidence  had  I  in  the  reme- 
dy, and  even  after  moving  it  without  any  return  of  pain,  I  remained  in 
my  rooms  without  exposing  it  to  exercise  during  the  day  and  following 
night.  On  the  second  morning  I  resumed  my  usual  occupations  without 
the  least  pain  or  inconvenience,  nor  has  there  been  the  least  evidence  of 
injury  since. 
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Case  II. — Mr.  M.,  aetat.  37,  of  bilio-lyinphatic  temperament,  and  in 
good  health,  fell  from  a  scaftbld  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  high,  across  a 
scantling,  which  came  in  contact  with  the  inferior  part  of  his  right  dorsal 
region.  He  lay  apparently  lifeless  for  some  time,  and  after  being  some- 
what revived  by  stimulants,  he  was  brouglit  to  my  office  (a  few  doors  off) 
on  the  25th  of  June,  1838.  He  was  pale,  nauseated,  and  greatly  pros- 
trated ;  could  not  be  placed  in  a  sitting  position  without  producing  synco- 
pe ;  little  re-action  ;  pulse  feeble  and  frequent,  118  in  a  minute.  After 
placing  him  on  a  sofa,  I  found  on  the  right  side  of  the  lower  dorsal 
and  upper  lumbar  vertebra,  a  black  bruise  about  seven  by  twelve  inches 
in  extent,  with  ecchymosis  and  considerable  tumefaction,  pain  excruciat- 
ing and  greatly  increased  on  motion  or  by  pressure,  nausea  and  vomiting. 
Four  large  cups  w'ere  applied  on  the  spine  of  the  afflicted  region,  which 
was  afterwards  bathed  with  strong  spirits  of  camphor  for  a  few  minutes, 
when  he  arose  and  walked  several  squares  along  the  streets  with  me,  de- 
claring he  scarcely  felt  the  effects  of  the  injury  ;  resumed  his  labor  next 
day  without  pain,  and  has  not  suffered  from  it  since,  now  more  than 
five  years. 

Case  III. — Mr.  W.,  aetat.  25,  sanguine  temperament,  health  per- 
fect, was  thrown  from  his  horse  in  the  afternoon  of  September  9,  1840, 
and  strained  his  left  wrist.  He  stated  the  pain  was  not  severe  until  night, 
when  it  became  "  insupportable,  and  continued  to  increase"  up  to  10 
o'clock  next  morning,  at  which  time  I  saw  him.  He  had  considerable 
fever,  severe  pain,  great  swelling  about  the  wrist,  much  thirst,  and  some 
headache.  I  ordered  dry  cups  to  be  applied  on  the  spine,  as  before 
stated.  He  refused  to  permit  it,  saying,  "  if  I  did  not  do  something  that 
would  help  him,  he  would  die."  1  assured  him  I  was  not  jesting,  and 
that  they  would  cure  him  in  thirty  minutes:  he  reluctantly  submitted,  and 
in  less  than  that  time  he  was  cured.  I  could  cite  chronic  cases  of  long 
standing,  but  deem  it  unnecessary  ;  the  relief  is  as  perfect,  only  requiring 
repetition  of  the  remedy  and  lime. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  the  cups  I  use  are  much  larger  and 
stronger  than  any  found  with  the  apothecaries.  I  have  them  made  of 
brass,  with  large  broad  rims,  to  prevent  pain  or  cutting  of  the  skin  when 
applied  ;  the  inner  portion  of  the  rim  should  project  internally,  so  as  to 
retain  the  skin  within  the  cups,  by  which  their  power  will  not  be  diminished 
while  acting.  In  all  cases  the  cups  must  be  applied  with  sufficient  power 
to  make  a  decided  impression  innnediately,  which  is  known  by  the  eleva- 
tion, or  tumefaction,  and  ecchymosis  of  the  skin  which  are  included  within 
the  cups.  If  the  cups  leave  but  little  impression,  and  that  whitish,  with- 
out much  elevation  and  change  of  color  of  the  skin,  they  either  have  not 
been  applied  sufficiently  tight  or  there  is  great  disease  or  torpor  of  the 
parts.  If  they  produce  much  tumefaction,  it  is  a  good  indication  of  re- 
lief. They  should  be  applied  and  kept  on  for  some  minutes,  according 
to  the  effect  and  pain  they  produce.  There  is  a  certain  point  to  which 
they  should  be  carried  to  fill  the  proper  indications — neither  too  weak 
nor  too  strong  :  practice  can  only  enable  the  operator  to  ascertain  that 
point. — St.  Louis  Med.  and  Sur^.  Jour. 
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MEDICAL  REPORT  OF  THE  WESTERN  LYING-IN    HOSPITAL,  DUBLIN. 

The  following  report  of  the  Hospital  embraces  a  period  of  two  years? 
that  is,  from  January  1,  1841,  to  December  31,  1842,  inclusive;  and, 
according  to  the  general  register  of  admissions  and  applications,  relief 
has  been  afforded  to  1506  women,  but,  owing  to  the  irregularity  with 
which  many  cases  were  entered  in  the  statistical  register,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  exclude  a  considerable  number,  in  order  that  no  facts 
might  be  adduced  of  the  accuracy  of  which  we  are  not  certain.  Our 
records  will  consequently  be  limited  to  the  deliveiy  of  1206  women  ; 
from  these  must  be  deducted  43  cases  of  abortion,  leaving  1 163  cases  of 
labor  at  the  full  time. 

The  number  of  children  amounted  to  1175  (691  males,  and  484 
females),  of  which  63  (44  males,  and  19  females)  were  stillborn,  or  died 
at  birth  ;  of  these,  12  were  premature,  15  stillborn,  2  putrid,  4  footling 
cases,  8  breech  presentations,  1  head  and  hand  presentation,  3  arm  pre- 
sentations, 3  funis  presentations,  6  crotchet  cases,  2  forceps  cases,  1  pla- 
centa prsevia,  4  syphilitic. 

The  ages  of  1067  patients  were  ascertained  as  accurately  as  possible : 

17  were  at  or  under       -         -         20  years  of  age. 
296  between 

370 
177 
117 

40 

In  982  cases  the  entire  duration  of  labor  was  as  follows  : 

In  357  it  was  under         -         -  0  hours. 

312  between 
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17 

11  " 

15 

2 

3 
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The  extreme  prolongation  of  some  of  these  cases  was  owing  to  the 
friends  of  the  patient  deferring  their  application  for  assistance. 

The  period  which  elapsed  between  the  commencement  of  labor  and 
the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  was  noted  in  981  cases  : 

In  167  it  was  about  -         -         -         2  hours. 
335            between  2  and  6 
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71  "  14       18 

33  "  18       22 
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Statistics  of  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital. 
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22  and  26  hours. 
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In  812  cases  the  interval  between  the  rupture  of  the  membranes  and 
the  birth  of  the  child  was  as  follows : 

In  396  it   was  about  1  hour. 

142             "  2  hours. 

120             «  4    do. 

50             "  6  do. 

34             "  8  do. 

17             "  10  do. 

26             «  25   do. 

11             «  20  do. 

9            «  28  do. 

4             "  35  do. 

1             "  40  do. 

1             "  50  do. 

1             "  120  do. 

In  953  cases,  from  the  birth  of  the  child  to  the  expulsion  of  the  pla- 
centa, there  elapsed 
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98  cases. 

190  do. 

175  do. 

166  do. 

48  do. 

126  do. 

16  do. 

30  do. 

43  do. 

14  do. 

33  do. 

9  do. 

-   5  do. 


The  latter  cases,  when  the  placenta  was  retained  so  long,  were  under 
the  care  of  midwives,  who  applied  for  assistance  on  this  account. 

In  1008  cases  the  presentation  was  as  follows  : — 

In  941  the  head  presented  ;  in  13  the  hand  descended  with  the  head  ; 
in  22  the  breech  presented,  8  dead  ;  in  18  the  feet  presented,  4  dead  ; 
the  funis  prolapsed  in  3  ;  in  6  the  funis  presented,  4  dead ;  in  5  the  arm 
presented,  3  dead,  2  of  them  putrid  ;  in  2  the  placenta  presented,  1  dead. 
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There  were  13  cases  of  twins.  In  4  cases  the  children  presented  na- 
turally— 6  children  were  saved,  and  2,  which  were  premature,  died.  In 
6  cases  one  child  presented  the  breech  and  the  other  the  head — 10  were 
born  alive,  two  were  lost.  In  one  case  1  child  presented  fooiling  and 
the  other  the  head — both  were  saved.  In  another,  one  child  presented 
the  head  and  the  funis,  and  the  other  the  foot  and  funis — both  were  lost. 
In  a  third  case  both  the  children  presented  the  feet  and  funis,  and 
were  lost. 

In  10  cases  there  was  hemorrhage  between  the  birth  of  the  child  and 
the  expulsion  of  the  placenta  ;  in  6  of  which  manual  extraction  was  ne- 
cessary, but  no  unfavorable  results  followed. 

In  6  cases  flooding  occurred  before  delivery — 3  were  cases  of  acci- 
dental, and  .3  of  unavoidable  haemorrhage.  The  rupture  of  the  mem- 
branes was  sufficient  in  the  accidental  and  in  one  of  the  unavoidable  cases, 
and  the  mothers  and  the  children  recovered.  It  was  necessary  to  turn 
and  deliver  the  child  in  the  other  two  cases — one  of  the  mothers  died 
and  one  recovered  ;  one  of  the  children  was  saved. 

Seven  patients  were  attacked  by  convulsions — all  recovered.  One  fa- 
tal case  of  uterine  phlebitis  occurred,  and  several  slight  attacks  of  hyste- 
ritis,  which  were  relieved  by  the  usual  treatment. 

We  met  with  one  fatal  case  of  rupture  of  the  uterus. 

Version  was  performed  6  times  (1  in  243)  ;  5  times  on  account  of 
presentation  of  the  arm — all  the  mothers  recovered,  and  3  children  were 
saved,  the  others  were  putrid  ;  and  once  because  of  unavoidable  hae- 
morrhage. 

The  forceps  were  used  in  8  cases  (1  in  182).  Seven  of  the  mothers 
recovered,  and  the  death  of  the  remaining  one  was  caused  by  disease  of 
the  heart. 

In  8  cases  the  perforator  was  employed  (1  in  182).  Six  of  the 
mothers  recovered,  and  2  died — one  from  rupture  of  the  uterus,  as  re- 
corded above,  and  one  from  disease  of  the  liver. 

Of  the  1463  women  attended  during  these  two  years,  only  5  died,  or  1 
in  292.  One  sunk  from  disease  of  the  liver,  anotlier  from  disease  of  the 
heart,  a  third  after  unavoidable  hsemorriiage,  a  fourth  from  uterine  phlebi- 
tis, and  the  fifth  from  ruptured  uterus. — Dr.  Fleetwood  Churchill,  in 
Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 


METASTASIS— SYMPATHY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  doctrine  of  sympathy  derives  its  principal  support  from  the 
diseased  and  healthy  phenomena  manifested  through  the  medium  of  the 
nervous  system.  In  the  minds  of  most  medical  writers,  the  office  of  the 
nervous  system  appears  to  be  exceedingly  vague  and  indefinite.  There 
is  scarcely  a  diseased  or  healthy  action  in  the  human  system,  which  has 
not  been,  by  one  writer  or  another,  attributed  entirely  to  the  agency  of  the 
brain  and   its   branches.     And  yet  there   does  not  appear  to  be  that  ab- 
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struseness  in  the  office  of  this  system,  which  tije  confusion  in  the  ideas  of 
writers  upon  this  subject  might  lead  us  to  suppose. 

The  nervous  system  is  the  seat  of  feeling,  or  of  pain  and  pleasure ; 
and  feeling  may  be  divided  into  perception,  sensation  and  thought. 
Feeling  is  either  pleasant  or  painful,  and  extends  through  the  whole  ner- 
vous system.  The  passion  of  love  is  a  pleasant  feeling,  and  extends  itself 
through  the  whole  system.  The  passion  of  fear  is  a  painful  feeling,  and 
equally  afiects  the  whole  system.  The  thought  of  a  beautiful  person  is 
pleasant ;  the  thought  or  idea  of  a  monster  is  painful,  and  equally  affects 
the  whole  system  with  the  passions  and  emotions.  All  the  passions,  emo- 
tions, sensations  and  perceptions,  are  only  so  many  different  names  for 
feeling  ;  and  they  are  all  either  pleasant  or  painful,  and  the  pain  or  plea- 
sure extends  through  the  whole  system.  The  heart,  the  lungs,  the  di- 
gestive and  the  secretory  organs,  are  all  simultaneously  affected  by  the 
pain  or  pleasure  arising  from  affections  of  the  nervous  system. 

In  the  nervous  system  there  is  either  a  feeling  of  ease  or  disease  in 
every  part.  The  prick  of  a  pin  is  felt  through  the  whole  system,  and 
like  the  passion  of  fear  creates  momentarily  a  disease  through  the  whole 
body.  Pain,  in  every  form,  whether  it  arises  from  inflammations,  excita- 
tion of  the  senses,  or  from  the  ideas,  passions  and  appetites,  produces  a 
general  effect  on  the  body.  The  sensation  of  pleasure  is  equally  general 
in  its  natm-e  and  effect.  I  infer,  then,  that  the  visible  office  of  the  ner- 
vous system  consists  in  the  production  and  extension  or  diffusion  of 
feeling. 

I  give  this  definition  of  the  office  of  the  nervous  system  merely  to 
assist  in  unravelling  some  of  the  mysteries  of  sympathy  and  metastasis. 

The  organs  of  generation  are  supposed  to  hold  a  special  communion 
or  a  particular  sympathy  with  the  brain,  the  seat  of  the  imagination. 
The  passion  of  love,  whether  excited  by  the  real  or  the  ideal  presence 
of  an  agreeable  object,  extends  itself  through  the  whole  nervous  system, 
and  consequently  to  the  organs  of  generation.  The  heart,  at  the  same 
time,  manifests  its  participation  in  the  influence  of  this  passion,  by  an 
expansion  of  its  volume  and  an  acceleration  of  its  action  ;  the  muscles 
simply  by  a  greater  relaxation ;  the  stomach  by  a  temporary  loss  of  ap- 
petite ;  the  skin  by  a  glow  of  heat  and  color  ;  and  the  organs  of  gene- 
ration by  an  erection  of  the  glans  penis,  and,  perhaps,  a  consummation 
of  the  passion.  Is  there,  then,  any  special  communion  between  the 
brain  and  the  organs  of  generation  ?  Can  these  organs  be  reached  by 
an  influence  of  the  brain,  and  the  rest  of  the  system  remain  intact  ? 
Such,  I  know,  is  the  doctrine  of  sympathy,  but  to  my  mind  it  betrays  a 
most  culpable  looseness  of  observation. 

The  only  perceptible  manifestation  which  many  diseases  and  many 
medicines  produce  in  the  nervous  system,  consists  simply  in  a  feeling  of 
weakness  or  strength,  while  other  organs  and  glands  will  show  either  a 
great  increase  or  decrease  of  activity  ;  each  part  will  manifest  its  partici- 
pation in  the  general  effect  in  strict  conformity  with  its  organization. 
The  effect  of  a  passion,  a  disease,  or  a  medicine,  on  a  muscle,  may  be 
simply  a  relaxation  of  its  fibres,  while  on  the  organs  of  generation   a  tur- 
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gescence  of  all  its  vessels  may  arise  from  the  same  cause.  What  only 
relaxes  the  skin  or  a  muscle,  may  cause  the  stomach  to  vomit,  or  the 
kidneys  to  secrete  a  profuse  quantity  of  urine. 

In  nursing  women,  when  the  breasts  are  very  full,  as  soon  as  the  child 
commences  sucking  one  breast,  a  stream  of  milk  will  often  issue  spon- 
taneously from  the  other.  This  might  be  adduced  as  a  remarkable  proof 
of  the  existence  of  sympathy,  or  metastasis.  But  in  the  act  of  nursing 
a  child,  there  is  a  general  diffusion  of  pleasure  through  the  system,  which 
relaxes  every  muscle  and  every  duct,  and,  in  common  with  the  rest,  the 
lactiferous  duct,  which  allows  of  an  emission  of  the  milk.  It  is  proba- 
ble, also,  that  the  general  feeling  of  pleasure  arising  from  nursing,  may 
somewhat  increase  the  secretion  of  milk  in  common  with  the  oiher  glands. 
I  shall  give  only  one  more  instance  of  the  proof  of  the  doctrine  of 
sympathy. 

In  tlie  alvine  evacuation,  a  desire  to  urinate  commonly  succeeds  the 
effort.  This  seems  to  be  not  only  a  remarkable  but  an  irrefutable  proof 
of  sympathy.  But  the  alvine  evacuation  is  not  without  a  general  sensa- 
tion or  feeling;  tears  will  often  flow  as  well  as  urine,  especially  in  child- 
ren :  besides,  a  sudden  chill  or  diminution  of  heat  commonly  attends  the 
result,  and  a  sudden  chill  will  always  be  sufficient  to  quicken  the  secre- 
tion of  urine.  But  I  think  the  chief  cause  of  the  desire  to  urinate  arises 
from  the  pressure  of  the  abdominal  muscles  upon  the  fundus  of  the  blad- 
der. The  muscles,  in  a  motion  of  the  bowels,  always  press  even  harder 
upon  the  bladder  than  upon  the  intestines  themselves.  A  pressure  of 
these  muscles  will  at  any  time  create  a  desire  to  urinate.  The  action  of 
the  supposed  sympathy  between  these  parts  is  not  reciprocal.  The  act 
of  urinating  does  not  create  a  corresponding  desire  of  an  intestinal  evacua- 
tion, although  the  pressure  of  the  abdominal  muscles  will  necessarily, 
sometimes,  produce  the  semblance  of  such  a  desire. 

Metastasis,  or  the  fancied  change  of  diseases  from  one  part  of  the 
system  to  another,  is  considered  a  result  of  the  principle  of  sympathy. 
A  remarkable  instance  of  metastasis  is  supposed  to  occur  in  that  painful 
disease,  the  gout.  Tliis  disease  is  supposed,  sometimes,  to  originate  in 
the  stomach,  liver  or  intestinal  canal,  and  to  pass  from  these  parts  into  the 
foot,  and  especially  into  the  ball  of  the  foot  or  the  first  joint  of  the  great 
toe.  Not  the  least  evidence  in  the  world  has  ever  been  given  of  any 
special  anatomical  or  physical  media  between  these  dissimilar  and  distant 
parts,  but  such  a  translation  is  nevertheless  the  fancy  of  most  or  all 
medical  writers.  In  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  ordinary  inflammations 
of  the  stomach,  liver  and  bowels,  in  the  forms  of  gastritis,  hepatitis, 
cholera  morbus,  dysentery,  &,c.,  not  a  solitary  pain,  or  twinge,  or  special 
effect  of  any  kind,  ever  reaches  the  foot  or  the  first  joint  of  the  great 
toe  ;  but  in  the  single  instance  of  the  gout  the  most  awful  disturbance 
takes  place  in  that  part,  from  a  special,  connatural  intimacy  which  these 
parts  have  been  supposed  to  enjoy!  The  feet,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
often  affected  with  a  variety  of  diseases  without  ever  betraying  the  slight- 
est degree  of  proof  of  a  special  communion  with  the  stomach,  liver  and 
bowels. 
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The  simple  history  of  an  attack  of  gout,  seems  to  be  this  : — The  ball 
of  the  foot,  and  especially  the  first  joint  of  the  great  toe,  in  raising  and 
projecting  the  superincumbent  body,  in  walking,  running,  and  in  all  kinds 
of  work  performed  on  the  feet,  are  subject  to  a  much  greater  labor  or  ex- 
haustion in  proportion  to  their  size  than  any  other  of  the  joints  in  the 
body.  They  are  also  subject  to  a  greater  amount  of  excitation  from  heat, 
cold,  moisture,  compression  from  shoes,  he.  This  condition  of  these 
joints,  prepares  them,  on  the  accession  of  any  of  the  occasional  causes  of 
this  disease,  to  take  on  the  inflammatory  action.  When  the  inflammatory 
action  has  commenced,  a  general  fever  ensues,  not  from  sympathy,  but 
from  a  participation  in  the  original  inflammation  by  all  parts  of  the  body, 
an  extension  of  the  inflammatory  action,  in  which  the  stomach,  liver  and 
bowels  are  consequently,  though  not  especially,  involved.  I  conceive 
that  either  the  stomach,  bowels  or  liver  may  be  subject  to  a  similar  in- 
flammatory action  with  the  foot,  and  be  in  a  diathesis  to  take  on  such  a 
disease  before  or  after  the  disease  has  commenced  in  the  foot,  and  still 
furnish  no  proof  of  a  translation  or  metastasis  of  that  identical  disease 
from  the  foot  to  the  abdominal  viscera,  or  from  the  viscera  to  the  foot. 
The  same  exciting  causes  are  as  likely  to  produce  the  same  disease  in  a 
new  part  as  in  the  first  part  affected  ;  and  these  causes  may  continue  for 
a  longer  or  a  shorter  time.  An  inflammation  often  commences  in  the 
membrane  of  the  nose,  and  successively  attacks  the  throat,  tonsils,  la 
rynx,  bronchia  and  lungs,  and  will  take  many  months  in  the  progress  of 
the  inflammation,  without  our  ever  suspecting  the  operation  of  such  a 
principle  as  sympathy.  Aside  from  conjecture,  we  should  naturally  in- 
fer that  the  same  exciting  causes  which  produced  a  disease  in  one  part, 
might  also  produce  it  in  a  new  part  which  happened  to  be  in  a  similar 
diathesis,  and  so  on  in  another  new  part,  until  the  causes,  or  the  diathesis, 
had  ceased  to  exist.  Merely  because  an  inflammation  has  ceased  to  exist 
in  the  foot,  furnishes  no  proof  that  the  causes  of  it  have  ceased  to  exist, 
and  that  other  parts  must  be  affected  by  the  principle  of  sympathy.  In 
rheumatism,  one  joint  will  sometimes  be  attacked  after  another,  until 
almost  every  joint  in  the  body  has  suffered  from  the  disease.  Now  if 
this  is  really  produced  by  the  principle  of  sympathy,  1  do  not  see  how 
the  disease  could  ever  end  but  in  death  ;  for  the  last  joint  affected  must 
still  continue  to  sympathize  with  the  one  just  recovered,  which  would 
send  the  disease  round  and  round  until  death  had  put  an  end  to  the 
scene. 

Another  remarkable  instance  of  metastasis,  is  supposed  to  take  place 
in  the  bowel  complaint  of  children,  in  the  supposed  translation  of  the 
disease  to  the  brain,  thereby  producing  dropsy  of  the  brain.  But  the  fact, 
in  this  case,  is,  there  is  no  removal  of  the  disease,  the  stomach  and  bow- 
els remaining  just  as  much  diseased  as  before  the  effusion  in  the  brain  ; 
the  brain  merely  shows  its  participation  in  the  disease  in  common  with  the 
whole  body. 

An  inflammation  of  one  eye  is  sometimes  followed  by  an  inflammation 
of  the  other  eye,  and  is  supposed  to  be  a  metastasis  of  the  original  dis- 
ease, as  if  diseases  were  living,  creeping  things  !     If  a  person  could  see 
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as  well  with  one  eye  entirely  closed  as  with  the  other  which  is  open,  1 
might  suppose  the  image  on  the  retina  of  the  closed  eye  to  be  produced 
by  sympatiiy,  or  any  other  cause  I  could  guess  at ;  but  as  an  image  on 
the  retina  can  only  be  produced  by  the  rays  of  light,  so  I  conclude  the 
same  causes  which  produce  an  inflammation  in  one  of  the  eyes,  must  al- 
ways exist,  in  order  to  produce  a  similar  inflammation  in  the  other,  and  so 
of  all  the  other  organs  and  parts  of  the  body.  D.  B.  Slack. 

Providence,  Sept,  lOth,  1843. 
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The  Hospitals  and  Surgeons  of  Paris.* — It  is  a  misfortune  not  to  have 
known  more  of  the  author  of  this  agreeable  book.  During  a  residence  of 
several  years  in  France,  he  industriously  collected  a  mass  of  notes,  with  a 
view  to  their  publication  in  the  United  States.  He  has  succeeded  admi- 
rably in  making  a  volume  that  will  be  read  with  deep  interest  by  persons 
both  within  and  without  the  pale  of  the  profession.  As  it  is  a  complete  in- 
dex to  uU  the  medical  and  surgical  institutions  of  Paris,  it  may  be  consult- 
ed with  much  profit  by  those  who  propose  to  visit  that  city.  Accounts 
of  hospitals,  schools  and  societies,  embracing  the  minutest  particulars,  are 
written  out  with  such  order  and  exactness,  that  it  seems  as  though 
there  could  be  nothing  more  to  be  said  of  them  worthy  of  observation. 
After  exhausting  these  topics,  which  are  the  essential  ones  for  the  class  of 
readers  for  whom  the  work  was  especially  prepared,  there  follows  a  list  of 
all  the  medical  and  scientific  Journals,  and  the  expenses  and  modes  of 
living  in  Paris,  at  the  hotels,  lodging  houses,  boarding  houses,  restaurants, 
cafes,  table  d'hotes,  &c.  Then  comes  a  catalogue  of  medical  booksellers, 
surgical  instrument  makers,  and  lastly,  in  this  department  of  the  publica- 
tion, a  description  of  the  public  conveyances,  from  fiacres,  citadines,  and 
cabriolets,  to  a  vulgar  omnibus,  with  the  prices  of  each  by  the  hour.  To 
make  this  travelling  guide  the  most  unexceptionable  foreign  medical  di- 
rectorj'  extant,  Dr.  Stewart  has  added  a  bibliographical  index.  "  As  it  is 
a  difficult  matter,"  he  remarks,  "  for  persons  who  are  not  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  French  medical  literature  of  the  day,  to  know  which  are  the  most 
approved  and  recent  publications  on  the  various  subjects  of  medicine  and 
surgery,  I  have  thought  that  an  index  to  the  best  standard  works  of  the 
French  authors,  would  be  acceptable  to  those  who  may  be  desirous  of  pro- 
curing foreign  books."  So  it  will  prove — a  convenience  not  to  be  lightly 
estimated.  In  this  particular  alone,  Dr.  Stewart  has  been  serviceable  to 
those  who  have  a  disposition,  but  not  always  the  means,  of  ascertaining  the 
titles  of  books  of  the  highest  character  abroad. 

•  The  IlnspitaU  and  Surgeons  of  Paris.  A  historical  and  statistical  account  of  the  civil  hoKpital^< 
of  Paris,  with  miscellaneous  information  and  biographical  notices  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  Bf  the 
living  Parisian  Surgeons.  By  F.  Campbell  Stewart,  M.l).  New  York  :  J.  &  H.  G.  Langley.  Phila- 
delphia:  Carey  &  Hart.     1843.     8to.  p.  432. 
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This  is  but  a  meagre  descriplion  of  the  contents  of  one  half  of  the  book, 
Part  First.  Part  the  Second  is  wholly  confined  to  a  synopsis  of  the  lives 
of  Paris  surgeons— men  whose  names  are  familiar  to  our  ears  m  conse- 
quence of  tlfeir  distinguished  attainments.  There  is  something  fascinat- 
ing in  the  biography  of  any  individual  who  stands  out  before  mankind 
with  a  little  more  prominency  than  ordinary  flesh  and  blood.  There  is  an 
inherent  love  in  us  for  the  marvellous— for  which  there  is  abundant  food 
in  the  eventful  life  of  one  who  has  raised  himself  from  obscurity  to  honora- 
ble renown.  Dr.  Stewart  furnishes  us  with  a  personal  history  of  twenty- 
one  French- surgeons  of  extensive  celebrity— every  one  of  whom  has 
passed  through  trials  of  extraordinary  severity.  They  have,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, surmounted  difficulties  of  prodigious  magnitude,  and  by  the 
strength  of  their  own  great  powers,  raised  themselves  from  nothing  to  be 
stars  of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  firmament  of  modern  science.  They 
are  Amussat,  Baudens,  Berard,  Breschet,  Civiale,  Cloquet,  Dubois  Gevdy, 
Guerin,  Jobert,  Larry,  Langier,  Leroy,  Lisfranc,  Malgaigne,  Marjolin, 
Ricord,  Roux,  Segalas,  Velpeau  and  Orfila.  ,■      •      .         u     r* 

Without  claiming  any  thing  on  the  score  of  origmality  in  thought,  Dr. 
Stewart  is  entitled  ""to  the  praise  of  having  collected  a  large  amount  of  that 
very  kind  of  matter  about  which  every  one  is  solicitous  to  know  some- 
thing. We  know  of  no  substitute  for  it,  and  on  that  account,  aside  from 
all  other  considerations,  recommend  to  our  friends  to  call  on  Messrs. 
Ticknor  &  Co.  for  a  copy. 

Dr.  Carr's  Introductory  Lecture.— When  the  lecture  term  opened  at 
Castleton.  a  week  or  two  since.  Dr.  Carr,  the  Professor  of  Chemistry  and 
Natural  History,  gave  an  introductory  discourse.  A  large  committee  of 
the  class  requested  that  it  might  be  printed,  which  being  consented  to,  has 
given  us  the  opportunity  of  a  perusal.  It  abounds  in  variety— there  being 
both  poetry  and  prose  in  admirable  proportions.  There  is  a  short  disser- 
tion  on  matter,  accompanied  by  this  trite  comment — "  Matter  is  only  known 
to  us  by  its  properties,  as'  manifested  to  our  senses,  from  which  we  infer 
its  existence."  That  astronomer  who  said  that  it  was  possible  there  was 
a  sun  somewhere  in  the  heavens,  though  he  knew  nothing  more  about  it 
than  what  he  saw,  felt,  and  heard  people  say,  reasoned  with  equal  bold- 
ness and  ingenuity.  However,  without  cavilling  unnecessarily  at  some 
parts  of  the  discourse,  on  account  of  the  manner  of  splitting  up  words,  to 
adapt  them,  apparently,  to  the  comprehension  of  the  audience — the  lecturer 
being  forgetful,  as  it  were,  that  he  was  addressing  a  polished  assembly  of 
young  gentlemen  who  had  learned  the  definition  of  ponderable  and  ini- 
ponderable,  for  example,  in  their  academical  education— it  was  well,  fitted 
for  the  occasion.  A  public  teacher  of  medicine  should  neither  covet  the 
praise  of  critics  nor  fear  their  puny  efforts.  His  business  is  to  impart  that 
kind  of  knowledge  which  will  best  qualify  medical  students  for  bettering 
the  condition  of  the  sick,  and  warding  off  the  infirmities  that  pertain  to 
human  organization.  We  perceive,  in  Dr.  Carr's  discourse,  the  ardent 
philosopher,  the  able  chemist,  and  the  man  who  acts  with  independence. 
Wishing  him  the  success  and  the  meed  of  applause  which  his  talents  are 
destined  to  command,  we  leave  the  pamphlet  for  the  annotations  of  other 
editors. 
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India  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences. — No.  2  of  the 
second  volume  of  this  monthly  periodical,  bearing  a  general  resemblance 
to  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  and  published  at  Calcutta,  was  received 
last  week.  Whether  Dr.  Corbyn's  Journal  has  been  discontinued,  or 
whether  this  is  the  same  thing  with  a  new  name  and  conductor,  has  not 
yet  been  ascertained.  The  subscription  price  is  16  rupees — equal  to  eight 
dollars  per  annum — in  advance.  J.  Eveleigh,  Esq.  is  the  editor.  The 
contents  of  the  specimen  before  us,  are  of  a  highly  respectable  character. 
An  interesting  report  of  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society,  is  the  first  arti- 
cle, in  which  animal  magnetism  is  permitted  to  peep  out,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  Dr.  Monat,  who  appears  to  be  fugle  master,  under  the 
cognizance  of  Dr.  Elliotson,  of  London. 

There  are  no  papers  of  sufficient  general  interest  for  re-publication  ;  but 
no  opportunity  will  be  omitted  to  select  from  subsequent  numbers  whatever 
may  be  new,  strange  or  important. 


Uncoiirteous  Plea  for  Homoeopathy. — A  manuscript  of  15  letter  pages, 
addressed  to  the  editor,  in  reply  to  a  correspondent's  review  of  Curtis  ic 
Lillie's  Epitome,  &;c.,  has  been  returned  to  the  author,  in  the  way  pointed 
out  in  case  it  should  not  have  an  insertion  in  the  Journal.  We  should 
have  been  very  unwilling  to  believe  that  any  advocate  for  homoeopathy 
could  have  been  found,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  so  wanting  in  courtesy 
as  this  rejected  paper  shows  the  writer  to  be.  There  is  no  apology  for  ill- 
breeding,  however  much  ignorance  may  be  winked  at  in  certain  cases. 
There  is  a  vast  difference  between  reasoning  and  personal  invective.  The 
one  engenders  respect,  in  an  honest  inquirer  after  truth;  but  the  other  is 
a  mill-stone  on  the  neck  of  the  man  who  uses  it,  whose  ambition  often  is 
to  rise  at  all  hazards,  and  who  cries  out,  as  he  drives  fearlessly  over  the 
course,  out  of  my  ivay,  if  yon  would  save  your  bones  ! 

A  note  accompanied  this  extraordinary  communication,  which  states 
that  the  writer  "  was  induced  to  take  the  trouble  of  preparing  the  enclosed 
letter,  from  an  assurance  he  received  from  Dr.  V.  that  Dr.  Smith  had  ex- 
pressed his  readiness  to  inserta  reply  to  the  review."  Our  prejudices  against 
individuals  who  disgrace  their  profession,  will  never  prevent  us  from  pub- 
lishing well  written  papers  of  reasonable  length,  in  vindication  of  homceo- 
pathy.  Because  we  cannot  comprehend  its  doctrines,  nor  discover  the  same 
results  that  others  do  in  the  infinitesimal  doses  of  medicine,  the  friends  of 
that  school  may  be  assured  that  we  do  not  therefore  question  the  honesty  or 
the  scientific  attainments  of  many  of  its  advocates.  If  there  is  light  to  be 
had,  let  us  have  it.  It  is  our  desire  to  collect  useful  knowledge  from  all 
sources,  and  to  disseminate  it  again  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  con- 
scientious in  relieving  the  physical  woes  of  humanity. 


Willoughhy  University. — An  extra  of  the  Painesville  Telegraph  an- 
nounces the  fact,  that  some  sort  of  a  misunderstanding  has  existed  be- 
tween several  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  in  the  medical  department  of  Wil- 
loughhy University,  and  the  Trustees.  Three  of  the  faculty  have  emigrat- 
ed to  Cleveland,  organized  a  new  medical  school,  and  published  a  scheme 
of  its  future  intentions  and  prospects.  Not  at  all  discouraged,  though 
grievously  disappointed  at  the  sudden   turn  in  their  affairs,  as  represented 
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in  the  manifesto  which  elicited  these  observations,  the  trustees  have  re- 
filled the  vacated  chairs  of  Anatomy,  Chemistry  and  Obstetrics,  without 
accepting  the  resignations  of  the  late  incumbents.  Dr.  Trowbridge,  the 
veteran  surgeon,  long  identified  with  the  prosperity  of  the  Willoughby 
school,  remains  at  his  post,  like  a  tried  soldier.  James  Quackinboss,  M.D., 
is  now  professor  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology  ;  Robert 
H.  Paddock,  M.D.,  professor  of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy  and  Materia  Medi- 
ca.  John  Butterfield,  M.D.,  assumes  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and 
Physical  Signs  of  Disease  ;  and  Hosmer  Graham,  M.D.,  is  professor  of  Ob- 
stetrics and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children.  These  constitute  the 
new  faculty. 

Ohio  is  likely  to  be  supplied  with  all  the  appliances  for  increasing  the 
medical  strength  of  the  Union,  numerically,  and,  it  is  fervently  hoped, 
scientifically. 

Chemical  Analysis  of  American  Forest  Trees. — D.  J.  Browne,  Esq.,  exten- 
sively known  in  this  and  other  countries  for  his  indefatigable  efforts  to  de- 
velope  the  resources  of  the  forests  of  America,  is  about  publishing  a  national 
work,  entitled  The  Trees  of  America,  embracing  a  complete  description 
of  them  ;  their  culture,  management,  uses,  propagation,  economy  in  the 
arts,  &c.  He  doubts  not  that  many  important  medicines,  now  purchased 
at  great  cost  abroad,  might  be  found  at  our  own  doors,  were  a  proper 
chemical  analysis  instituted,  as  it  should  be,  under  the  patronage  of  some 
of  the  state  legislatures  or  the  general  government.  Iodine  exists  in  the 
mangrove,  and  is  it  not  possible  that  it  abounds  in  numbers  of  the  forest 
trees  ?  Even  quinine  is  already  extracted  from  some  of  the  native  shrubs, 
and  the  time  may  yet  come  when  it  may  be  collected  in  great  abundance, 
as  may  many  other  valuable  medicines,  from  the  most  common,  but  now 
unsuspected  sources. 

Mr.  Browne  has  both  the  talent  and  the  industry  to  accomplish  this  de- 
sirable undertaking,  in  which  he  should  be  liberally  sustained  by  the  pub- 
lic. His  Sylva  Americana  is  now  out  of  print — and  Michaux  does  not 
embrace  half  the  ligneous  flora  of  this  vast  country.  As  medical  conser- 
vators, aside  from  other  and  important  scientific  considerations,  we  hope 
Mr.  Browne  will  live  to  accomplish  the  great  design  on  which  he  is  so 
ardently  engaged. 


Medical  Colleges  in  Ohio. — A  correspondent  wishes  a  mistake  corrected 
in  regard  to  an  observation  made  in  the  Journal  some  weeks  ago,  in  which 
it  was  said  that  Cincinnati  had  but  one  medical  college.  He  thinks  it  un- 
just to  allow  the  impression  to  go  abroad,  that  the  Literary  and  Botani- 
cal  College  of  Ohio  is  dead,  having  once  known  that  it  existed.  He  says 
that  it  was  incorporated  by  the  legislature  of  Ohio  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1839,  and  located  at  Columbus,  where  the  school  was  in  operation  four 
years,  and  had  received  more  than  a  hundred  students.  Although  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  in  1841  it  was  removed,  by  another  legislative  act, 
to  Cincinnati,  where  it  has  been  well  sustained  to  the  present  time.  Its 
location  is  in  the  large  edifice  erected  by  the  celebrated  Madam  TroUope, 
on  Third  Street,  east  of  Broadway.  The  lectures  commence  the  first 
Monday  in  November,  and  continue  to  the  last  of  February.  The  facili- 
ties for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  physiology,  botany,  &c., 
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in  this  institution,  are  represented  not  to  be  surpassed  by  any  other  in  the 
west. 


Index  to  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences. — Ephrainn 
Buck,  Jr.,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  has  made  a  complete  index  of  this  work,  from 
the  very  beginning  to  the  last  No.  In  accomplishing-  it  a  great  amount 
of  labor  and  untiring  patience  have  been  required — there  being  twenty- 
six  volumes,  made  up  of  items  which  few  individuals  would  have  arranged 
in  a  manner  so  perfect.  Were  the  publishers  of  the  Journal  to  purchase 
the  manuscript,  even  were  it  never  published,  we  think  it  w^ould  soon  be 
prized,  in  the  light  of  a  convenience  not  to  be  parted  with  for  three  limes 
Avhal  it  micht  cost. 


New  Orleans  Hospital  Reports. — A  correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans 
Tropic  asks,  very  properly,  who  furnishes  the  reports  of  the  Charity  Hos- 
pital— the  number  of  admissions  and  the  character  of  the  disease?  He 
says  that  he  has  been  a  daily  visiter  of  the  institution  for  some  time, 
and  is  convinced  that  not  one  fourth  of  the  cases  reported  to  be  yellow 
fever,  are  so.  It  seems  that  the  house  physician  has  little  or  no  hand  in 
the  business  of  christening  the  disease  of  which  a  patient  is  sick,  but  it 
gets  a  name  through  a  newspaper  reporter. 

That  the  yellow  fever  exists  there  is  not  questioned  ;  but  that  the  ac- 
counts are  prodigiously  exaggerated,  is  quite  probable.  Some  people  de- 
light in  propagating  horrible  news — it  exhilarates  them  just  in  proportion 
to  the  violence  of  the  panic  on  the  public  mind. 


Disposition  of  Naval  Surgeons. — Dr.  Samuel  C.  Lawson,  Surgeon, 
and  Dr.  Chas.  Bishop,  Assistant  Surgeon,  are  at  Rio  Janeiro,  on  board 
the  U.  S.  Sloop  St.  Louis.  Dr.  J.  M.  Foltz,  ordered  to  the  Ship  Boston, 
at  Boston.  Dr.  W.  Whelan,  Fleet  Surgeon  of  the  Mediterranean  squad- 
ron. Dr.  William  G.  Wilson,  an  Assistant  Surgeon,  has  resigned  his 
commission. 


Surgeons  i7i  the  Navy. — "  Some  of  the  most  interesting  works  that  we 
have  ever  read,"  says  the  American  Sentinel,  "  have  been  from  the  pens 
of  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  of  France,  Great  Britain  and  this 
country.  The  account  that  we  have  read  in  relation  to  the  post-mortem 
examination  of  Bonaparte  was  from  the  pen  of  a  British  surgeon.  If  we 
wish  to  learn  anything  new  in  relation  to  the  botany,  the  climate,  the  ani- 
mals, the  diseases,  the  volcanoes,  or  the  geology  of  the  world,  we  will 
have  to  look  into  the  journals  of  the  naval  surgeons  of  civilized  countries. 
Besides  being  specially  familiar  with  every  branch  of  science,  the  sur- 
geons generally  understand  foreign  languages.  Their  learning  introduces 
them  into  the  high  medical  circles  of  the  nations  they  visit,  and  their  ex- 
cellent scholarship  qualifies  them  eminently  for  describing  all  that  they  see 
in  distant  parts  of  the  globe.  It  is  an  egregious  error  to  send  a  public 
vessel  abroad  without  a  physician.  Besides  attending  the  sick,  which  the 
humanity  of  the  nation  should  always  see  properly  executed,  tlie  surgeon 
allows  nothing  that  is  worthy  of  being  communicated  to  the  world  to 
pass  by  without  notice." 
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Oleum  Jecor is  in  Phthisis. — The  common  cod-liver  oil — olei/m  jecoris 
gadi  morrhi — has  been  employed  by  Professor  Trousseau  lately  in  four 
cases  of  phthisis  in  an  advanced  stage.  The  patients  were  all  of  the  fe- 
male sex  :  one  48  years  old,  one  35,  the  other  two  from  20  to  22. 
In  three,  the  amelioration  was  immediate  ;  the  fourth,  after  becoming 
worse  for  some  time,  grew  at  last  gradually  better.  The  oil  was  gene- 
rally administered  mixed  with  syrup  ;  it  may  also  be  given  in  an  electuary, 
in  a  bolus,  in  a  gelatinous  capsule,  or  in  pills,  after  being  solidified.  The 
dose  is  from  3  iss  to  3ss.  Nausea  and  vomiting  sometimes  took  place  ; 
at  other  times,  the  only  disagreeable  sensation  was  from  the  eructations 
retaining  the  taste  and  odor  of  the  oil  ;  rarely  diarrhcBa;  no  eflfect  on  the 
circulation  and  respiration. 


Fees  of  a  London  Coroner. — The  editor  of  the  Lancet,  Mr.  Wakley, 
during  the  last  year,  held  S39  inquests,  for  which  he  got  for  himself  in 
fees,  il, 118  13s.  4d.,  the  mileage,  ^123  lis.  9d.  The  sums  paid  for 
others  attending  his  inquests  were  only  £895  5s.  Mr.  Baker  held  868 
inquests — £1,157  6s.  Sd.  for  himself,  and  to  others,  in  expenses,  allowed 
£1,393  14s.  6d.  The  proportions  of  the  expenses  of  the  other  coroners 
(Gell  and  Higgs)  are  similar  to  Mr.  Baker's.  Notwithstanding  Mr. 
Wakley's  long  indisposition,  and  his  parliamentary  duties,  he  has  held, 
within  29,  as  many  inquests  as  Mr.  Baker. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Smallpox  exists  at  Newburyport,  Mass.  It  be- 
gins to  show  itself  in  several  places,  and  will  doubtless  become  pretty  com- 
mon in  the  course  of  the  winter,  unless  vaccination  is  seasonably  resort- 
ed to. — An  able  address  by  C.  A.  Harris,  M.D.,  delivered  before  the 
American  Society  of  Dental  Surgeons,  at  the  opening  of  the  fourth  meet- 
ing at  Baltimore,  July  18th,  has  been  published  in  a  pamphlet.  It  is 
characterized  by  good  sense,  literary  taste,  and  a  strong  disposition  to  ele- 
vate dentistry  to  the  rank  and  consideration  it  deserves. — One  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  students,  of  whom  thirty-eight  received  degrees,  attended 
lectures  at  the  Medical  College  of  Georgia,  the  last  session. — To  make 
leeches  bite,  says  a  German  Journal,  place  them  in  a  saucer  of  fresh  beer 
till  they  become  lively,  and  then  apply  them  quickly  to  the  part. 

To  Correspondents. — A  dissertation  on  asthma,  and  a  memoir  of  the  late 
Dr.  Luke  Howe,  have  been  received. 

Married, — At  Windsor,  Me.,  Dr-  R.  M.  Chase  to  Miss  Ann  E.  Pope. 
Died, — In  London,  Lowndes  square,  Sir  Thomas  Charles  Morgan,  M.D. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  SO,  54. — Males,  34 — Females,  20. 

Of  consumption,  9— scald,  1— cholera  infantum,  5— typhus  fever,  4 — influenia,  1 — infantile,  2— 
bowel  complaint,  1 — diarrhwa,  1 — teething,  1 — dropsy,  3 — hooping  cough,  2 — pleurisy  fever,  1 — 
croup,  1 — dysentery,  2 — scrofula,  1 — tumor,  1 — marasmus,  ) — fits,  2 — suicide,  1 — old  age,  1 — acci- 
dental, 1 — debility,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — child-bed,  2 — liTer  complaint,  1 
— apoplexy,! — syphilis,  1. 

Under  5  years,  23— between  5  and  2n  years,  4— between  20  and  60  years,  25— oyer  60  yeais,  2  (one 
of  these  being  101  years  and  8  months). 
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Continental  Treatment  of  Neuralgia. — Dr.  Schleiser,  of  Peitz,  has  pre- 
scribed, with  success,  to  patients  with  abdominal  neuralgia,  but  whose  cir- 
cumstances would  not  permit  of  their  visiting  a  watering-place,  the  use  of  an 
artificial  mineral  water,  resembling  that  of  Eger,  in  Bohemia,  and  made  as 
follows  : — R.  Filtered  spring-ivaier,  a  pint  ;  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  two 
drachms  and  a  half;  hydrochloric  acid,  twenty  drops.  Mix,  and  add  bicar- 
bonate  of  soda,  forty-five  grains.  The  bottles  are  then  to  be  sealed  up  without 
delay,  and  kept  cool ;  one  or  two  pints  may  be  drunk  daily.  In  hepatic 
neuralgia,  Dr.  Schleiser  depends  much  on  the  eflects  of  belladonna  ;  in 
cases  where  great  irritability  of  the  stomach  is  present,  he  finds  nitrate  of 
silver  suitable,  combined  with  morphia. — Rust's  Magazin. 

Morphia  has  been  an  ordinary  remedy^  for  neuralgia,  the  cure  of  which 
it  may,  in  certain  cases,  effect ;  but  a  French  practitioner,  M.  Rougier,  has 
advised  the  adoption  of  an  ingenious  method,  which  he  says  will  prove  the 
completeness  and  permanence  of  the  cure.  After  the  apparent  removal 
of  the  disease  by  the  morphia,  he  administers  successive  small  doses  of 
strychnia,  gradually  increasing  the  amount  of  the  doses  and  abridging  the 
intervals  between  them.  Now,  if  the  cure  have  been  complete,  the  tre- 
mors and  other  characteristic  effects  of  the  strychnia  go  on  diminishing 
in  intensity  from  the  first,  notwithstanding  the  increasing  strength  and 
frequency  of  the  doses  ;  but  if  otherwise,  a  contrary  result  happens,  and 
the  effects  of  the  strychnia  increase  in  intensity. — V Experience. 


Alum  for  Lead-colic. — Weiglein,  a  German  practitioner,  had  a  patient, 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  who,  having  been  often  attacked  with  lead-colic, 
applied  to  him  for  advice  while  suffering  under  a  fresh  attack,  with  inces- 
sant pains  and  retraction  in  the  umbilical  region,  the  anus,  and  testicles, 
and  constipation,  dry  skin,  and  quick  hard  pulse.  Oil,  opium,  and  emol- 
lient fomentations,  employed  for  several  day^s,  produced  no  alleviation, 
when  half  a  grain  of  alum  was  given  every  three  hours.  After  the  first 
dose,  which  is  said  to  have  caused  abundant  stools,  the  abdominal  pains 
ceased,  and  the  cure  was  complete  in  three  days.  Another  patient,  of  the 
same  age,  derived  equally  little  benefit  from  the  palliative  treatment,  and 
similar  results  from  the  use  of  alum.  This  remedy  acts  in  lead-colic  by 
its  chemical  effect.  It  decomposes  the  other  salts  of  lead  in  the  alimentary 
canal  by  a  portion  of  its  sulphuric  acid  uniting  with  the  latter  to  form  sul- 
phate of  lead,  while  it  is  partly  converted  into  sulphate  of  potass,  which 
acts  as  a  purgative.  Large  doses  of  alum  would  be  injurious,  but  we  must 
say  that  the  doses  above  stated  seem  insignificantly  small. — Low.  La?icet. 


New  Preservative  for  Animal  Substances. — A  French  physician  has 
addressed  a  paper  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  the  power  of  a  syrup  of 
iron  to  preserve  animal  substances  unchanged.  This  syrup  is  a  combina- 
tion of  sugar  and  iron  which  does  not  decompose,  crystallize,  or  ferment,  at 
any  temperature.  Meats  kept  in  this  syrup  diminish  very  little  in  weight, 
resist  the  most  active  putrefactive  agency,  and  on  being  washed  in  cold 
water  resume  their  original  volume  and  appearance  as  from  animals  new- 
ly killed.— /A. 
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Asthma. — "  lis    Nature,    Character,    Causes,   and    best    Method    of 

Treatment." 


Atque  attractus  ab  alto 


Spiritus  interdum  gemitu  gravis  ;   imaque  longo 

Ilia  singultu  tendunt ." 

Georg.  Lib.  III.,  line  503. 

Asthma,  though  not  immediately  a  disease  of  danger,  is  emphatically 
one  of  intense  suffering  ;  and  as  such,  if  for  no  other  reason,  merits  a 
careful  investigation. 

Many  of  the  authors,  who  have  noticed  this  disease,  seem  to  have  im- 
bibed largely  of  vulgar  notions,  and,  with  a  kind  of  heterogeneous  arrange- 
ment, have  included  under  the  term  asthma,  almost  every  variety  of  dis- 
turbed respiration — making  no  distinction,  except  in  degree,  between 
dyspnoea,  properly  so  called,  and  the  true  asthmatic  paroxysm.  Froni 
such  carelessness  have  arisen  the  numerous  discrepancies,  inaccuracies 
and  almost  utter  confusion  of  the  older  treatises. 

It  would  appear,  from  a  perusal  of  the  writings  of  the  earlier  physi- 
cians, that  there  was  hardly  a  subject  connected  with  either  the  theory  or 
practice  of  medicine,  upon  which  their  ideas  were  more  vague,  or  their 
curative  intentions  more  widely  different,  than  that  of  disordered  respira- 
tion. Nor  is  this  strange ;  for,  tlwoughout  the  entire  animal  economy, 
there  is  not  presented  a  function  of  more  extended  sympathy.  The  or- 
gans upon  which  it  is  dependent  are  so  numerous,  delicate  and  complicat- 
ed, both  in  their  individual  structure,  and  their  various  dependencies,  as  to 
render  the  cause  of  functional  derangement  exceedingly  obscure,  if  not 
altogether  problematical. 

Most  authors  have  agreed  in  dividing  asthma  into  two  species  :  humid 

or  moist,  and  dry  asthma  ;  the  one  of  free  bronchial  excretion — the  other 

of  scanty  expectoration,  or  none  at  all.     There  appears  to  be  some  good 

reason  for  this  distinction,  in  directing  our  curative  process,  and  we  shall, 

10 
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as  far  as  practicable,  adopt  it,  though  not  with  that  absolute  distinctness 
that  marks  theory  oftener  than  practice. 

The  most  important  matter  relative  to  the  treatment  of  any  disease  is, 
ihe  proximate  cause  of  derangement.  With  remote  causes  we  have  little 
to  do,  or  little  to  any  practical  purpose.  Tiie  love  of  speculation  has 
always  kept  the  field  well  improved,  and  the  ambitious  scholar  has  here 
found  a  wide  but  misty  range  over  which  to  broad-cast  his  assertions  and 
plant  his  doubts.  But  with  all  the  labor  and  all  the  ingenuity  the  re- 
sults have  been  specious,  and  speculative,  rather  than  valuable  or  of 
much  practical  account.  To  the  majority  of  such  efforts  we  may  with 
propriety  apply  the  adage — "  Monies  parturient  et  nascitur  mus  /" 

Since,  then,  in  the  palliation,  or  cure  of  this  disease,  our  attention 
should  be  directed  to  the  immediately  disturbing  causes,  we  will  proceed 
to  enumerate  some  of  them  ;  and. 

Firstly. — Among  the  most  common  causes  of  asthma,  as  well  as  dys- 
pnoea generally,  is  gastric  derangement,  and  that  form  of  it  usually  de- 
nominated dyspepsia. 

Secondly. — Organic  derangement ;  malformation  of  the  spine,  and  the 
walls  of  the  chest,  or  its  contents ;  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  and  ossifica- 
tion of  the  larger  bloodvessels. 

Thirdly. — Spinal  irritation,  independent  of  mechanical  derangement. 

Fourthly. — Nervous  temperament. 

First.  Gastric  derangement. — In  a  general  way,  it  may  be  premised, 
that  the  disease  is  usually  ushered  in  by  an  indescribable  sense  of  tight- 
ness about  the  chest,  as  if  it  was  closely  bound,  heaviness  over  the  eye- 
lids, drowsiness,  pyrosis,  fulness  of  the  stomach,  with  much  flatulence,  a 
sense  of  weight  and  tightness  about  the  forehead,  headache,  a  peculiar 
lassitude,  straitness  of  the  praecordia,  accompanied  with  nausea,  fulness, 
eructation,  or  a  disposition  to  eructate  without  the  ability.  I  have  no- 
ticed this  as  a  very  urgent  and  distressing  symptom,  especially  when  the 
disease  occurs  under  the  first  division  of  causes.  There  is  sometimes  a 
gaping,  as  if  sleepy,  but  followed  only  by  anxiety,  or  disturbed  rest. 
There  is  also  a  voiding,  in  profuse  quantity,  of  pale  urine,  attended 
with  some  urgency  at  stool.  The  urine,  though  usually  high  colored,  is 
not  uniformly  so ;  it  is  sometimes  very  highly  colored,  leaving  a  copious 
reddish-brown  deposit.  It  is  of  importance  to  note  this,  since  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  deposit,  with  the  restoration  of  the  natural  color,  is  often 
one  of  the  first  intimations  of  the  terminatitm  of  the  paroxysm,  and  the 
approach  of  convalescence.  This  inordinate  flow  of  pale  urine  is  some- 
times also  the  only  precursor  to  the  paroxysm. 

These  are  the  general  premonitory  symptoms  of  the  disease,  whatever 
may  be  the  cause  of  its  accession.  They  are  rarely  all  present  in  tlie 
same  individual  ;  seldom  more  than  two  or  three  of  them  are  prominent. 
I  might  mention  one  other  premonitory  symptom,  which  I  think  1  have 
sometimes  observed — namely,  a  very  peculiarly  disturbed  respiration, 
wholly  unlike  the  breathing  during  the  paroxysm,  nor  yet  like  that  dis- 
turbed function  so  uniformly  dependent  upon  disease  ;  particularly  during 
the  early  stage  of  inflammation   in   the  respiratory  system.     1  know  not 
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how  to  compare  it — unless  it  is  like  a  whirring — a  bruit  dt  soiijjiet — or 
the  noise  of  the  passing  of  air  from  a  bellows. 

A?  has  already  been  observed,  the  disease  is  one  of  more  distress  than 
of  immediate  danger.  It  is  a  kind  of  Tantalus,  depriving  us  of  the  en- 
joyment of  that  element,  which  is  all  around  us,  and  of  which  we  are  the 
most  in  need.  Being  the  thief  of  quiet  rest,  like  other  thieves  it  usually 
maki'S  its  approach  at  night,  when  its  victim  is  sleeping  most  soundly. 
One  reason  for  this  may  be,  that,  in  the  recumbent  position,  there  is  less 
freedom  for  a  uniform  distribution  of  the  sanguineous  fluid  ;  the  chest  is 
more  confined  by  the  weight  of  the  body,  the  pressure  of  tiie  front  walls 
of  the  chiCst,  and  also  by  the  falling  back  of  the  contents  of  the  abdomen 
against  the  diaphragm,  thereby  diminishing  the  pleural  cavity. 

Moreover,  as  Dr.  Good  has  very  justly  observed,  respiration  is  so  much 
a  voluntary  action,  that,  although  it  continues  during  sleep,  it  is  neverthe- 
less considerably  aided  by  the  concurrence  of  the  will.  Hence  the  most 
favorable  period  for  the  attack  of  this  complaint  is  precisely  that  lin^e  in 
which  ij  usually  makes  its  appearance — during  a  recumbent  position  of 
the  body,  when  the  muscles  of  respiration  are  destitute  of  the  active 
stimulus  of  volition.  I  have  also  observed  that  the  hour  of  sleep  is 
oftener  chosen  for  an  attack  in  its  earliai'  accession  than  after  the  parox- 
ysms have  become  habitual — for  then  they  are  constantly  occurring  at 
the  [)resence  of  any  and  every  exciting  cause. 

From  the  enjoyment  of  the  soundest  and  sweetest  sleep,  the  patient  is 
suddenly  summoned  to  a  paroxysm  of  inexpressible  anxiety  and  distress. 
He  longs  for  the  largest  liberty,  but  finds  himself  most  uncomfortably 
straitened.  The  sensation  is  that  of  being  stifled  or  shut  out  from  the 
air.  He  strips  himself  of  everything  that  may  be  pressing  upon  him, 
breathes  with  a  peculiarly  distressing  spasmodic  action,  and  a  whirring 
noise,  and,  if  able  to  rise,  rushes  involuntarily  to  the  window,  or  calls,  if 
able  to  utter,  for  the  free  admission  of  cold  air.  There  is  a  more  or  less 
urgent  attempt  to  cough,  and  expectorate,  succeeded  by  a  discharge  of  a 
small  quantity  of  cold  frothy  mucus ;  this  becoming  more  viscid  and  co- 
pious as  the  paroxysm  advances,  until  relief  is  atibrded.  The  discharge 
is  sometimes  streaked  with  blood,  and  resembles  the  ordinary  catarrhal 
discharges  from  the  nasal  passages.  The  pulse  is  often  not  much  dis- 
turbed ;  it  is  sometimes  very  full,  but  not  frequent,  and  again  weak,  very 
irregular,  frequent  or  even  intermittent. 

Under  the  first  head  of  causes,  the  stomach  and  small  intestines  are 
often  much  distended  by  flatulence,  which,  passing  off  by  its  proper 
issues,  affords  considerable  relief.  The  disease  progresses  much  after 
the  manner  described  until  the  subsidence  of  the  paroxysm  ;  the  usual 
period  of  which  is  four  or  five  hours — seldom  less,  often  more.  If  some 
return  of  it  does  not  follow  him  through  the  day,  and  muster  in  full  force 
the  succeeding  night,  the  patient  may  consider  himself  more  than  ordi- 
narily fortunate. 

Though  usually  attacking  in  the  night,  yet  it  is  in  this,  as  in  many  other 
particulars,  very  capricious.  It  occasionally  occurs  at  early  morn,  while 
at  mid-day  the  breathing  is  perfectly  natural,  and  remains  so  until    the 
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succeeding  night  is  far  advanced,  when  the  same  difficulty  again  returns 
with  the  returning  light.  To  such  a  person  the  darkness  of  midnight  is 
better  than  the  dawn  of  day.  1  once  knew  a  patient  who  suffered  from 
an  attack  every  other  day  lor  more  than  two  years,  precisely  at  the  hour 
of  dining,  and  previously  to  taking  his  meals.  He  broke  up  the  habit 
by  prolonging  his  first  meal,  and  omitting  the  second  altogether. 

During  the  paroxysn)s  the  temperature  of  the  surface  of  the  body  falls 
somewhat  below  the  standard  of  health,  and  the  skin  is  often  somewhat 
shrunken.  It  has  also  been  remarked  by  some,  that  the  expectoration 
varies  inversely  with  the  discharge  of  urine  ;  when  the  one  is  full,  the 
other  is  scanty  ;  but  we  have  never  noticed  this  alternation. 

The  peculiar  whirring  noise,  above  referred  to,  is  produced  by  the  pas- 
sage of  air  over  the  irregular  surface,  caused  by  a  morbid  accumulation  of 
mucus  in  the  bronchial  passages.  The  continually  returning  difficulty 
of  breathing  gives  to  the  asthmatic  a  peculiar  cast,  characteristic  of  the 
disease. 

When  asthma  has  once  occurred,  its  tendency  is  to  become  habitual ; 
and  the  sufferer  may,  with  too  much  reason,  expect  its  occasional  return 
during  tlie  remainder  of  life,  particularly  if  the  first  exciting  cause  cannot 
be  removed.  Indeed  it  is  extremely  rare  that  the  patient  escapes  with 
only  one  attack.  The  breathing  and  general  health  may  be  better 
through  the  day  and  early  evening,  but  as  night  advances,  comes  the 
troublesome  visiter ;  inflicting  the  same  torment  as  on  the  previous  night, 
though,  it  may  be,  with  abated  severity.  Indeed,  in  most  cases  each  suc- 
ceeding night  finds  the  patient  easier,  until  free  breathing  and  undisturbed 
repose  are  thrice  welcome. 

The  disturbance  of  respiration  is  usually  aggravated  by  motion,  the 
pressure  of  the  bed  clothes,  or  anything  depending  unduly  upon  the  chest, 
or  even  in  some  cases  by  tight  shoes,  or  whatever  disturbs  respiration  or- 
dinarily. The  upright  posture  is  usually  the  most  easy,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  in  it,  the  cavity  of  the  chest  is  most  enlarged,  and  the 
muscles  of  respiration  play  with  the  least  restraint ;  the  back  is  free,  the 
walls  of  the  chest  expand,  and  the  diaphragm  falls  down  upon  the  de- 
scending viscera,  thereby  increasing  the  pleural  cavity  in  every  possible 
direction.  Hence  patients  instinctively  resort  to  this  position  at  every  ap- 
proach of  this  frightful  disease. 

We  will  now  very  briefly  give  our  reasons  for  believing  that  gastric  de- 
rangement is  often  a  mediate  cause  of  the  disease  in  question.  It  has 
been  denied  that  asthma  is  the  result  of  spasmodic  action,  because  the 
anatomical  structure  of  the  parts  affected,  viz.,  the  bronchial  tubes,  pre- 
cludes the  possibility  of  spasmodic  action  ;  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  univer- 
sally-conceded fact,  that  muscular  fibre  is  the  only  tissue  obnoxious  to  this  • 
action.  IVow  the  bronchial  tubes  are  everywhere,  throughout  their  struc- 
ture, chequered  and  surrounded  by  a  collection  of  minute  fibres.  These 
fibres  may,  in  some  forms  of  disease,  be  easily  demonstrated,  especially 
in  the  larger  branches ;  but  ordinarily,  and  in  the  minute  ramifications, 
they  elude  the  dissection  of  the  anatomist.  Although  these  fibres  do  not 
present,  even  under  the  microscope,  the  ordinary  appearance  of  muscle, 
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yet  it  has  been  clearly  proved,  by  a  series  of  galvanic  experiments,  insti- 
tuted for  the  purpose,  that  they  are  capable  of  being  excited  into  alter- 
nate contraction  and  relaxation  by  the  agency  of  the  fluid.  They  are 
consequently  subject  to  spasmodic  action,  or,  in  other  words,  they  are 
minute  muscular  tissues,  pervading  and  enveloping  the  air  tubes  and  cells, 
and  are  intersected  and  ramified  by  the  par-vagial  nerves.  Since,  then, 
any  irritation  of  these  nerves  would  occasion  the  spasmodic  action  of  the 
fibres  through  which  they  ramify,  we  can  readily  understand,  by  the  well- 
substantiated  theory  of  reflex  transferred  irritation,  how  any  derangement  of 
the  gastric  apparatus  would  directly  excite  the  disease  in  question.  Morbid 
acuteness  of  the  nerves  of  organic  sensibility  is  often er  depending  upon 
some  derangement  of  the  function  of  digestion,  than  upon  iiuy  other 
cause.  The  disturbed  impression  is  conveyed  to  the  nervous  centres, 
and  thence  reflected  to  the  sympathizing  organs,  viz.,  the  bronchial  ves- 
sels, by  the  excito-motor  nerves  of  these  organs.  Moreover,  unless  the 
processes  of  chymification  and  chylification  are  properly  performed,  the 
chyle  will  fail  to  reach  the  lungs  in  a  fit  state  for  oxidation  in  those  or 
gans  ;  there  will  follow  an  elimination  of  imperfect  blood,  and  the  lungs 
will  not  receive  their  supply  of  healthy  stimulus  ;  the  sequence  of  which 
will  be,  undue  determination  of  sanguineous  fluid,  congestion,  irritation ; 
and,  in  a  fit  habit,  the  whole  train  of  alternate  spasmodic  action,  so  fright- 
fully distressing  in  the  confirmed  asthmatic. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  foregoing  view  makes  it  very  plain,  that 
want  of  integrity  in  the  digestive  apparatus  is  ofiener  a  cause  of  the  dis- 
ease under  consideration  than  is  usually  conceded. 

A  little  reflection  upon  the  general  health  of  the  asthmatic,  and  the  simi- 
larity of  many  of  the  precursory  symptoms,  with  those  of  dyspepsia,  will 
render  the  subject  still  clearer.  Besides,  the  treatment  by  which  we  may 
expect  a  cure  in  the  one  case,  will  almost  invariably  afford  more  or  less  re- 
lief in  the  other.  In  our  treatment  of  the  disease  when  occurring  under  this 
class  of  causes  (gastric  derangement),  we  are  to  pursue  the  ordinary  pal- 
liative course.  With  regard  to  the  relative  importance  of  our  treatment 
as  being  radical  or  palliative,  while  some  contend  that  nothing  can  be 
done  during  the  paroxysm,  others  as  stoutly  affirm  that  our  curative  efforts 
must  cease  with  the  fit.  Both  these  positions  may  be  true.  The  pro- 
mise of  relief  or  cure  will  in  most  cases  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the 
exciting  causes. 

The  first  object  w^ill  be  to  relieve  the  stomach  of  its  contents,  and  de- 
termine to  the  surface.  To  effect  this,  an  emetic  may  be  administered.. 
Ipecac,  is  the  most  preferable,  as  it  is  the  less  violent  in  its  operation. 
The  earlier  it  is  given,  after  the  symptoms  approach,  the  better.  It  often 
acts  most  favorably  in  union  with  squills,  particularly  the  vinegar  of  squill. 
If  the  vomiting  prove  excessive,  cold  water,  with  a  cataplasm  over  the 
epigastrium,  is  highly  serviceable.  When  necessary,  the  nausea  may  be 
protracted  by  vinegar  of  squill  or  lobelia.  The  only  case  where  vinegar 
of  squill  is  contra-indicated  is  in  cases  of  acidity,  and  then  magnesia  or 
chalk  may  be  combined  with  the  nanseant.  For  the  correction  of  flatu-. 
Ifince.   the  usual   carminatives,  united  with   assafoJtida,  unless  the  latter 
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prove  too  stimulating,  will  be  of  service.  The  disposition  to  acidity,  es- 
pecially when  combined  with  a  tendency  to  lithiasis  or  a  podagric  dia- 
thesis, must  be  corrected  by  lime  water  or  the  alkaline  earths,  particu- 
larly magnesia.  1  have  known  this  earth  alone  effect  an  entire  cure  in  a 
case  of  chronic  asthma  dependent  upon  imperfect  indigestion.  The  bow- 
els should  be  gently  moved  ;  but  free  purging,  or  repeatedly  violent  vomit- 
ing, are  both  manifestly  injurious.  Rhubarb,  combined  with  magnesia 
and  soap,  is  a  good  laxative.  Small  doses  of  ipecac,  with  some  vegetable 
bitter,  as  gentian,  or  Colombo,  have  proved  a  healthy  stimulant,  and  con- 
tributed largely  to  a  change  in  the  action  of  the  secernents  of  the  stomach. 
We  have  done  much  in  allaying  irritation  by  the  subnitrate  of  bismuth. 
In  short,  whatever  corrects  the  dyspeptic  diathesis,  will  be  found  to  re- 
lieve the  asthmatic  symptoms.  Lobelia,  operating  as  an  expectorant  and 
narcotic,  we  have  found  useful. — R.  Tinciurae  lobeliae,  fsss.  ;  acet.  scillae, 
f  3J.  M.  Give  every  hour  or  two.  Also  the  following  in  a  cold,  lax, 
phlegmatic  habit : — R.  Tinct.  lobelice,  tinct.  assafoetidas,  vini  ipecacu- 
anhas, aa  f  5  ss. 

When  there  is  a  manifest  disposition  to  catenate  with  pleurisy  or  peri- 
pneumonia notha,  we  have  derived  great  benefit  from  the  following  com- 
bination : — R.  Infus.  sennee,  f§ss. ;  acet.  scillae,  fsss.  ;  liq.-ammon. 
acer.,f§ss.     M.     Cap.  q.  t.  h. 

The  excessive  spasmodic  action  is  often  allayed  by  the  inhalation  of 
the  smoke  of  narcotics,  especially  that  of  stramonium  root.  Emollient 
and  carminative  enemata  are  useful  where  there  is  a  disposition  to  cos- 
tiveness,  with  an  irritable  condition  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  An  excel- 
lent sedative  diaphoretic  is  the  Dover's  powder,  exhibited  in  pretty  full 
doses  every  three  or  four  hours.  Diuretics,  in  combination  with  opium, 
are  proper,  as  revellents.  They  are  most  serviceable  in  cachectic,  dropsi- 
cal habits.  The  following  recipe  may  be  given  with  this  intention  : — 
R.  Pulv.  jalapae,  gr.  x. ;  pulv.  potassae  bitart.,  3  j. ;  pulv.  opii,  gr.  i.  M. 
Administered  twice  a  day. 

For  the  immediate  relief  of  the  paroxysm,  there  is  no  class  of  reme- 
dies upon  which  we  may  so  confidently  depend  as  upon  expectorants. 
They  relieve  the  enlarged  vessels.  When  the  secretion  is  copious,  they 
remove  it,  and  where  it  is  scanty  they  excite  a  remedial  flow.  As  ob- 
served above,  squill  and  ipecac,  in  combination  form  our  best  dependence. 
It  sometimes,  though  rarely,  happens  that  the  diuretic  action  of  the  former 
should  be  checked  by  opium.  Nauseating  doses  of  the  above  may  be 
administered  pro  re  nata.  Alliaceous  demulcents  are  often  exhibited 
with  advantage. 

In  full  two  thirds  of  the  patients  that  have  come  under  our  observation 
laboring  with  asthma,  the  symptoms  of  indigestion  in  some  form  have 
been  prominent,  both  before  and  after  the  attack.  Pyrosis,  dulness,  prae- 
cordial  oppression,  fulness,  nausea,  flatulence,  constipation,  &z.c.,  the  con- 
stant symptoms  of  the  one,  are  no  less  characteristic  of  the  asthmatic 
habit.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  believe  that  asthma  does  not  so  often 
depend  upon  a  simple  physical  condition  of  the  system,  as  upon  a  positive 
and  actual  imperfection,  or  contamination  of  the  blood.     The  latter  state 
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is  produced  by  a  deficient,  or  imperfect  assimilation  of  matter  going  to 
make  up  the  sanguineous  fluid;  dependent  upon  a  chronic  derangement 
in  the  digestive,  or  assimilative  apparatus.  This  want  of  integrity  in  the 
blood,  by  the  sympathy  of  irritation,  produces  a  constant  tendency  to  a 
preternatural  determination  to  some  part,  and  every  one,  famihar  with  the. 
phenomena  of  respiration,  knows  that  the  organs  concerned  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  function,  are,  of  all  others,  the  most  liable  to  suffer 
from  sanguineous  turgescence ;  and,  as  a  preternatural  fulness  is  often  an 
immediate  cause  of  the  asthmatic  paroxysm,  we  can  again  easily  see 
how  large  a  share  imperfect  digestion  has  in  its  production. 

INIuch  may  be  accomplished  in  the  disease  occurring  under  this  form,  by  a 
well-pursued,  judicious  prophylactic  or  hygienic  tre;itment.  The  first  thing 
of  importance  is,  that  the  diet  should  be  mild,  nutritious  and  easily  digest- 
ed. .Those  articles  of  food  should  in  all  cases  be  selected,  which  yield 
the  most  nourishment  with  the  least  tax  upon  the  digestive  and  assimila- 
tive apparatus.  All  high-seasoned  food,  as  pastry  in  all  its  forms,  newly- 
baked  bread,  particularly  when  heavy  and  clammy  (of  which,  for  the 
credit  of  our  housewives,  there  is  far  too  much),  fish,  Sic,  should  be 
avoided.  Not  that  I  would  be  understood  to  recommend  a  vegetable 
diet,  but  to  use  the  more  stimulating  articles  of  food  sparingly.  Modera- 
tion in  eating,  combined  with  proper  exercise  in  the  open  "air,  will  con- 
tribute more  to  a  healthy  action,  a  due  supply  of  proper  blood,  and  a 
consequent  equal  distiibution  of  that  vital  fluid,  than  anything  besides. 
It  is  also  of  importance  that  the  asthmatic  should  allow  himself  sufficient 
healthy  exercise  in  the  open  air  and  light,  and,  when  practicable,  in  the 
open  fields.  Attention  to  these  particulars  will  contribute  much  to  that 
free,  easy  and  cheerful  state  of  mind,  of  so  much  importance  to  perfect 
well-being.  This  becomes  of  more  consequence  inasmuch  as  the  asth- 
matic is  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  ill  effects  of  gloomy,  depressing  mental 
emotions,  and  an  irritable,  nervous  habit.  Regular  seasons  for  partaking 
food,  and  early  hours  for  rest  and  rising,  should  be  observed. 

Since  an  asthmatic  temperament  is  so  easily  affected  by  atmospheric 
vicissitudes,  so  subject  to  suffer  from  a  torpid  action  of  the  cutaneous 
emunctories,  ordinary  precaution  will  dictate  the  use  of  light  and  warm 
clothing,  to  protect  from  the  evils  of  the  one,  and  to  stimulate  the  func- 
tions of  the  other. 

1  would  again  caution  against  the  use  of  too  little  food,  as  an  evil  next 
in  degree  to  too  much.  Proper  repletion  will  render  to  the  organs  of 
digestion  that  degree  of  stimulus  necessary  to  a  healthy  energy.  Each 
organ  needs  its  appropriate  exercise,  and  requires  a  supply  of  that  upon 
which  it  is  to  perform  its  functions. 

[To  be  concluded  next  week.] 
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MEMOIR   OF    LUKE   HOWE,   M.D.,   LATE   OF  JAFFREY,   N.    H. 

[Coinmunicated  for  Ihe  Boston  Medical  tun)  Surgical  Journal.) 

The  following  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Howe  was  read  before  the 
New  Hampshire  Medical  Society,  at  their  late  annual  meeting  in  June, 
by  James  Batcheller,  M.D.,  of  Marlborough.  Tlie  Society  passed  a 
vote  to  have  it  published  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Luke  Howe,  tlie  subject  of  the  following  memoir,  was  born  at  Jaffrey, 
N.  H.,  March  28th,  1787.  His  father,  the  late  Dr.  Adonijah  Howe, 
was  a  respectable  and  much-esteemed  physician,  and  a  worthy  and  very 
exemplary  citizen.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Jaffrey, 
soon  after  the  town  was  incorporated.  He  had  four  sons,  all  of  whom  re- 
ceived a  collegiate  education.  Three  studied  the  profession  of  medicine, 
and  became  eminent.  The  youngest  son  studied  divinity  ;  but  the  pe- 
riod of  his  earthly  exJistence  was  short.  His  early  death  was  deeply  la- 
mented by  the  church  and  parishioners  over  whom  he  was  settled.  The 
whole  family,  consisting  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  are  now,  with 
the  exception  of  one  daughter,  numbered  with  the  dead. 

Dr.  Luke  Howe  did  not  commence  his  literary  studies  till  20  years  of 
age.  Up  to  this  period  he  had  been  engaged  in,  and  felt  somewhat  at- 
tached to,  agricultural  pursuits.  He,  however,  changed  his  views,  and 
commenced  preparing  himself  to  enter  college  with  a  most  conimendable 
degree  of  industry  and  perseverance.  He  entered  Dartmouth  College,  as 
Sophomore,  in  1808,  and  graduated  in  1811.  Soon  after  leaving  college 
he  commenced  the  study  of  law,  in  his  native  town,  with  Samuel  Dakin, 
Esq.  He  also  spent  considerable  time  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Samuel 
C.  Allen,  of  Northfield,  Mass.,  who  was  for  many  years  a  member  of 
Congress.  He  closed  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  and  dis- 
tinguished Nathan  Dane,  of  Beverly,  Mass.  He  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  law  in  Jaffrey,  with  the  prospect  of  becoming  distinguished.  But 
he  had  been  in  business  but  about  one  year,  when  his  brother,  Dr.  Adoni- 
jah Howe,  Jr.,  who  was  associated  with  his  fatiier  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, was  suddenly  removed  by  death.  This  truly  grievous  dispensation 
disappointed  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  father,  who  being  in  the 
decline  of  life  was  anxious  to  resign  his  business  into  the  hands  of  his 
.son.  He  strenuously  urged  and  importuned  his  son  Luke  to  relinquish 
the  practice  of  law,  and  commence  the  study  of  medicine.  Tlie  son 
finally  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  his  father,  and  commenced  the  study 
of  physic  with  him.  He  attended  medical  lectures  at  Boston  and  Hano- 
ver, and  received  the  degree  of  M.D.  from  Dartmouth  College  in  the 
year  1818.  He  as.sociated  himself  in  business  with  his  father  in  Jaffrey, 
where  he  continued  till  his  death. 

In  the  few  brief  remarks  I  have  to  offer  in  relation  to  Dr.  Howe  as  a 
physician,  1  do  not  wish  to  exiiibit  him  as  the  wonder  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived,  or  as  far  outstripping  all  his  coteinporaries.  Could  he  speak 
from  the  grave,  he  would  denounce  such  a  description  as  Hdse  and  fulsome 
flattery,  "^l  wish  simply  to  describe  him  as  lie  was— a  very  industrious, 
studious,  investigating,  discriminating  and  faithful  physician— highly  beloved 
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and  esteemed  by  his  patrons.  The  limited  circle  in  which  most  country 
physicians  move,  usually  prevents  their  lame  from  beintr  published  to  any 
great  extent,  let  them  be  ever  so  meritorious.  A  single  meritorious  act, 
performed  by  a  city  physician,  will  probably  be  chanted  by  tens  of  thou- 
sands, and  pass  from  city  to  city  ;  while  similar  or  superior  acts  of  the 
country  physician,  will  be  perhaps  merely  noticed  by  a  few  friends  in  the 
immediate  proximity  to  the  transaction.  There  are  many  traits  in  the 
character  of  Dr.  Howe,  highly  commendable  and  worthy  of  imitation. 
In  his  intercourse  with  neighboring  physicians,  his  conduct  \\as  in  an  un- 
usual degree  honest,  frank,  gentlemanly  and  confiding.  He  never  was 
guilty  of  an  attempt  to  shake  the  confidence  of  friends  in  the  attending 
physician,  by  significant  nods  and  Jesuitical  Inuendoes,  of  which  some 
physicians,  claiming  a  high  standing,  are  guilty.  1  will  hazard  the  asser- 
tion that  there  was  not  a  physician  favored  with  liis  intimate  acquaint- 
ance, who  was  not  his  personal  friend.  He  possessed  an  inventive 
genius.  He  was  not  content  invariably  to  walk  in  the  old  paths 
marked  out  by  his  predecessors,  but  would  occasionally  step  aside 
as  a  bold  pioneer,  in  pursuit  of  new  discoveries  and  improvements.  He 
iiad  considerable  taste  for  surgery,  but  his  local  situation  was  unfavorable 
for  extensive  surgical  practice,  being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  surgeons  in  the  State,  between  whom  and  himself,  I  am 
happy  I  can  truly  say,  there  existed  the  most  intimate  and  cordial  friendship. 
Dr.  Howe  felt  no  desire  to  place  himself  in  the  position  of  a  rival. 
He,  however,  performed  a  few  cases  of  amputation,  and  was  frequently 
called  to  cases  of  fracture  and  dislocation.  During  the  last  years  of  his 
life  he  became  associated  with  a  young  physician  as  partner,  which  gave 
him  more  leisure  to  pursue  his  favorite  inclination  of  attempting  to  make 
improvement  in  the  apparatus  used  in  certain  surgical  operations.  He  has 
invented  several  new  kinds  of  splints,  calculated  for  fracture  of  the  femur, 
tibia  and  fibula,  the  fore-arm,  and  also  the  clavicle.  He  invented  a  new 
truss;  also  what  he  terms  the  semicircular  tourniquet.  He  attempted 
some  improvement  in  the  abdominal  supporter.  They  will  doubtless 
prove  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  store  of  medical  knowledge  of  the 
country.  Of  these  models,  most  of  them,  I  believe,  have  been  exhibited 
before  the  N.  H.  Medical  Society,  and  received  due  commendation  as 
constituting  valuable  improvements.  The  Trustees  of  the  Mechanics' 
Association  of  the  city  of  Boston,  presented  Dr.  Howe  with  a  silver 
medal  in  commendation  for  the  valuable  articles  which  were  exhibited 
and  examined  by  them  at  a  recent  lair.  A  few  years  since,  Dr.  Howe 
published,  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  a  description  ot 
the  articles  he  had  invented,  with  the  mode  of  application,  and  various 
valuable  suggestions.  It  was  also  published  in  a  pamphlet  form,  with 
accurate  plates.  His  apparatus  for  fracture  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  which 
he  terms  "  the  posterior  concave  splint,"  is  a  most  valuable  improve- 
ment, and  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  universally  adopted,  as  it  fulfils  all 
the  indications  more  certainly  than  any  other  method — mitigating,  in  a 
great  degree,  ihe  suffering  of  the  patient,  as  he  can  leave  his  bed  every 
day  if  he  desires,  and  is   almost  sure  to  prevent  displacement.     I    wish 
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every  physician  would  try  it.  His  semicircular  tourniquet  has  one  pecu- 
liar advantage,  as  by  it  we  can  etFectually  compress  a  single  artery,  and 
leave  the  circulation  of  all  the  other  vessels  of  the  limb  unimpeded.  Dr. 
Howe  frequently  contributed  valuable  articles  for  the  Medical  Journals, 
showing  nmch  research  and  a  discriminating  mind. 

He  devoted  much  time  to  investigating  the  disease  peculiar  to  clergy- 
men, which  he  termed  the  "  Minister's  Ail."  The  result  of  his  inves- 
tigations he  read  before  the  State  Society  at  their  meeting  in  June  pre- 
vious to  his  death.  This  article  showed  much  laborious  research,  and 
embodied  many  valuable  practical  facts  and  suggestions.  Dr.  Howe 
sustained,  through  Id'e,  a  character  for  strict  moral  honesty  and  integrity. 
He  at  various  times  held  many  minor  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charged to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Pre- 
sident of  the  N.  H.  Medical  Society. 

He  was  actively  engaged  in  the  various  humane  enterprises  of  the  day, 
iiaring  for  their  object  the  elevation  and  amelioration  of  the  human 
family.  The  cause  of  temperance  received  a  great  share  of  his  benevo- 
lence. He  drafted  the  first  set  of  resolutions  that  were  adopted  by  any 
medical  society  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  and  presented  them  to  the 
Western  District  of  the  N.  H.  Medical  Society.  He  delivered  many 
lectures  on  the  subject. 

His  fees  for  medical  services  were  low,  especially  to  the  poor.  On  the 
subject  of  religion,  he  was  a  believer  in  those  doctrines  termed  evangeli- 
cal. Some  eight  or  nine  years  before  his  death,  he  made  a  public  pro- 
fession by  uniting  with  the  Congregational  church.  His  Christian  walk 
and  conversation  proved  him  to  be  a  sincere  and  devoted  member.  He 
was  a  very  affectionate  husband,  and  a  most  kind  and  indulgent  parent. 
He  was  not  a  blank  in  society.  He  had  no  leisure  for  idleness.  It  was 
a  maxim  with  him  to  fill  up  time  with  duties.  He  spent  his  whole  time 
in  visiting  the  sick,  perusing  his  library,  and  contemplating  new  methods 
of  improvement  in  the  profession.  He  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  profession,  and  was  a  deadly  enemy  to  quackery  and  empiri- 
cism in  whatever  form.  He  had  no  faith  in  the  secret  nostrums  of  the 
day,  comprising  the  whole  family  of  the  popular  patent  medicines.  Some 
might  have  thought  him  too  severe  in  his  denunciation,  but  those  best  ac- 
quainted knew  he  was  influenced  by  a  sincere  regard  for  the  welfare  of 
the  community,  rather  than  any  sinister  or  unworthy  motive  of  self-inter- 
est. He  was  in  favor  of  a  thorough  education  preparatory  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  study  of  medicine.  This,  connected  with  a  more 
thorough  study  of  the  profession,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  the  most  ef- 
fectual means  of  discountenancing  empiricism  and  preventing  its  increase. 
After  all.  Dr.  Howe  laid  no  claim  to  perfection  ;  he  also  had  his  faults. 
But  this  is  only  saying  that  he  was  a  fnan,  subject  to  the  imperfections, 
the  passions,  the  temptations  and  weakness  of  poor,  frail,  dependent  hu- 
man nature.  But  it  may  truly  be  said  that  he  restrained,  overcame  and 
counteracted  many  of  the  evil  propensities  of  our  natures,  when  thousands 
fail  in  the  conflict. 

The  final,  closing   scene   was  sudden   and  unexpected.     He    visited 
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Boston  and  Andover,  enjoying  an  unusual  flow  of  spirits.  At  Andover 
he  read  his  dissertation  on  the  disease  peculiar  to  clergymen,  before  the 
Faculty  and  students  of  the  Theological  Institution,  which  excited  much 
interest.  The  students,  as  an  expression  of  their  high  regard  for  the 
author,  and  for  the  valuable  suggestions  contained  in  the  address,  wrote  a 
letter  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Howe,  expressing  in  the  most  kind  and  flattering 
manner  their  liigh  appreciation  of  the  value  of  his  discourse.  Their  let- 
ter was  receiv^ed  by  his  friends  on  the  day  of  his  funeral.  During  his 
pleasing  journey  to  Boston  and  Andover,  he  was  under  constant  excite- 
ment, receiving  the  gratulations  of  friends,  and  many  testimonials  of  re- 
gard. He  arrived  home  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  considered  himself 
in  usual  health.  In  the  morning  he  complained  of  a  little  indisposition  ; 
but  he  dressed  and  left  his  bed  every  day  during  his  sickness.  No  dan- 
gerous symptoms  were  discovered  till  on  Thursday  morning,  of  the  next 
week.  Dr.  Richardson,  his  partner,  who  had  visited  him  frequently,  dis- 
covered symptoms  unfavorable,  and  indicating  danger.  I  was  requested 
to  visit  him.  This  was  on  the  ninth  day  of  his  sickness.  I  did  not 
arrive  till  II  o'clock,  P.  M.  I  found  him  in  the  arms  of  death.  He 
recognized  me,  told  me  he  supposed  he  was  dying,  reached  out  his  cold 
hand,  and  affectionately  pressed  n)ine  as  the  last  token  of  friendship  and 
remembrance.  His  spirit  took  its  flight  December  24,  1841.  On  his 
death-bed  he  enjoyed  the  unspeakable  consolations  of  religion,  and  de- 
parted in  the  full  belief  of  a  glorious  immortality.  His  funeral  was  at- 
tended by  an  unusual  number  of  his  medical  brethren,  and  a  large  con- 
course of  his  immediate  friends  and  townsmen,  who  evinced  their  deep 
sorrow  by  signs  more  expressive  than  words. 


FATAL   DISEASE   ORIGINATING    IN   COSTIVENESS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  MeJical  and  Surgical  .tourna!.] 

Mrs.  G.,  about  40  years  old,  married  woman,  with  three  children,  had 
lived  for  several  past  years  "  absque  marito."  Her  constitution  from 
her  youth  was  supposed  to  be  rather  delicate,  though  she  seemed  to  en- 
joy perfect  health.  Her  first  definite  ail  appeared  to  be  costiveness  and 
distress  fiom  food.  She  endeavored  to  obviate  these  symptoms  by  ca- 
thartics alone.  They  produced  the  desired  effect,  but  during  and  after 
the  operation  she  thought  it  necessary  to  abstain  from  all  exercise,  and 
take  the  smallest  quantity  of  the  most  simple  nourishment.  Of  course 
the  costiveness  recurred  with  greater  severity  after  each  cathartic.  These 
bad  consequences  were  always  incorrectly  ascribed  to  the  medicine.  Of 
course  each  medicine  was  rarely  repeated,  but  some  new  one  substituted. 
This  very  sage  mode  of  treatment  was  continued  from  year  to  year, 
with  occasional  apparent  relief.  Consulted  good  medical  advice  at  long 
intervals,  and  obtained  various  cath.  mixtures,  and  the  necessary  condi- 
tions as  to  exercise  and  diet  ;  but  looking  only  to  the  medicine  for  a  cure, 
she  almost  or  quite  disregarded  the  additional  advice.  She  also  at  times 
had  advice  from   strengthening   doctors  (Dr.  Richardson,  for  instance,  of 
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Bitter  noioriety),  from  humor  doctors  (Stewart,  perhaps),  or  followed  after 
Brandreth  and  the  rest  of  the  drastic  fraternity.  Finally,  the  symptoms 
assumed  a  more  distressing  and  alarming  appearance.  Food  of  almost 
every  kind  distressed  her,  all  exercise  seemed  out  of  the  question  ;  in 
short,  she  was  completely  bed-ridden,  witli  frequent  and  severe  pain 
or  distress  of  stomach.  This  by  some  was  called  tic  douloureux  of  the 
stomach,  from  a  supposed  transfer  of  this  affliction  of  her  face,  which  had 
previously  much  troubled  her.  It  was  with  difficulty  she  succeeded  in 
getting  into  her  stomach  the  smallest  bulk  of  the  most  simple  food.  To- 
wards the  close  of  life,  she  was  supported  almost  entirely  with  small 
quantities  of  cordial  medicine  or  spirituous  applications  to  the  skin.  Be- 
fore she  died  she  lost  her  sight  completely,  her  hearing  almost  entirely, 
and  also  the  power  of  articulation.  She  was  able  to  move  her  fingers 
and  the  muscles  of  her  face,  but  was  always  turned  and  raised  in  bed, 
and  fed  by  manual  assistance.  The  stomach  finally  rejected  everything, 
and  spirit  to  the  mouth  or  skin  alone  supported  life.  She  had  no  natural 
motion  of  the  bowels  for  a  month  before  death,  and  but  a  few  and  very 
small  ones,  of  a  light  yellow  color,  by  injections.  Before  death  she  was 
seen  several  times  by  Dr.  Alden,  of  Randolph,  who  without  a  particular 
examination  supposed  it  probable  she  labored  under  the  hopeless  disease  of 
schirrhus  of  one  or  both  orifices  of  the  stomach.  Dr.  Stimpson,  of  Ded- 
ham,  also  was  called  several  times,  and  finally  gave  as  advice,  that  she 
should  abstain  from  all  drugs  as  remedies  ;  but  also  recommended  the 
course  most  likely  to  relieve.  (What  his  diagnosis  was,  is  not  known.) 
The  patient  and  her  friends  drew  their  own  inferences  from  part  of  what 
he  said.  They  reasoned  thus:  "  the  doctor  pronounces  her  beyond  the 
reach  of  all  his  drugs — therefore  her  case  is  incuj-able,  hopeless  and  ne- 
cessarily fatal."     (False  logic.) 

Post  Obit. — On  opening  the  abdomen  (the  parietes  of  which  were 
much  less  emaciated  than  customary  with  those  who  die  with  cancerous 
affection)  there  was  no  appearance  of  stomach,  and  no  appearance  of  dis- 
ease, except  slight  enlargement  of  the  liver,  and  enlargement  of  the  gall 
bladder  (four  times  natural  size),  filled  with  fluid  bile,  blacker  than  ink. 
Looking  more  particularly  after  the  stomach,  it  was  found  in  its  natural 
situation,  uncommonly  contracted,  but  with  no  appearance  of  "  valvules 
conniventcs  "  of  small  intestines  or  of  longitudinal  bands  of  large  intes- 
tines. The  curve  of  the  stomach  was  natural,  its  diameter  about  that  of 
a  healthy  duodenum,  and  com])letely  empty.  Small  intestines  mode- 
rately distended  ;  large  intestines  full  of  dry,  rather  hard  fasces,  of  a  light 
yellow  color.  Stomach  was  opened  and  found  completely  empty  ;  color 
less  vivid  than  natural,  but  very  pale;  no  ulceration,  no  obstruction  of 
either  passage.  G*lsophagus  little  redder  than  natural  (mouth  had  been 
very  sore  and  inflamed  before  death).  No  appearance  of  any  bile  in 
stomach.  Duodenum  rather  paler  than  natural,  nearly  empty,  with  no 
appearance  of  bile.  The  bile,  as  said  before,  was  very  black,  conse- 
quently none  passed  from  liver  or  gall-bladder.  Ductus  communis  was 
divided,  and    found   of   a  gristly    hardness,    and    apparently  obstructed 
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entirely.  Lungs,  heart,  kidneys,  bladder  and  intestines  of  perfectly 
healthy  appearance.     Uterus  slightly  enlarged. 

As  the  complete  obstruction  of  bile  would  account  for  all  the  symp- 
toms while  she  was  living,  and  for  her  subsequent  death,  the  examination 
was  closed.  The  stomach  rejected  all  food,  because  of  the  absence  of 
bile,  its  natural  stimulus  and  protection.  Was  there  no  bile,  from  physi- 
cal obstruction  ?  or  did  the  stomach  refuse  to  receive  its  natural  stimulus, 
because  deprived  so  long  and  so  often  of  its  natural  food  ?  Or  did  the 
extre(ne  sensitiveness  of  the  internal  coats  of  the  stomach  arise  from  some 
other  cause  ?  Costiveness  seems  to  have  been  the  first  cause  ;  want  of 
proper  food,  the  next ;  extreme  sensitiveness,  the  third ;  and  complete 
obstruction  (physical  or  sympathetic),  the  last.  The  small  and  large  in- 
testines, being  deficient  of  bile,  did  not  fully  perform  their  natural  func- 
tion (to  help  digest  and  forward  what  passes  from  the  stomach).  What- 
ever came  into  them  became  dry  and  hard  from  absorption,  but  there  was 
no  peristaltic  action  ;  and  they  retained  whatever  was  put  into  them,  as  a 
bag  retains  its  contents  till  they  are  removed  or  the  bag  bursts. 

I  hope  the  relation  of  these  facts  may  enforce  on  physicians  the  great 
necessity  of  giving  caution  to  their  patients  ;  and  on  patients,  the  neces- 
sity of  implicit  confidence  in  their  medical  adviser,  and  strict  obedience  to 
his  directions.  Yours  respectfully. 

Canton,  Sept.  20,  1843.  T.  K.  Thomas,  Jr.,  M.D. 


THE  TARTAR  ON  THE  TEETH. 

Read  by  M.  MaadI   at   the  Academy  of  Sciences. 

A  SOFT  substance,  of  a  whitish  or  yellowish  color,  is  habitually  deposit- 
ed upon  the  teeth,  and  sometimes  becomes  firmly  fixed  to  them.  This 
substance  may  accumulate  in  greater  quantities,  and  growing  firmer  by 
degrees  may  form  the  hard  and  dry  concretion  known  under  the  name  of 
tartar.  It  increases  in  bulk  by  the  fresh  layers  deposited  on  its  surface. 
According  to  an  analysis  made  by  Vauquelin  and  Laugier,  tartar  consists 
of  sixty-six  parts  of  phosphate  of  lime,  nine  of  carbonate  of  lime,  four- 
teen of  animal  matter  (of  a  yellowish  white,  diflferent  from  the  gelatine 
of  bones),  and  three  parts  of  oxide  of  iron  and  phosphate  of  magnesia. 
Other  chemists  have  found  the  proportions  different  ;  sometimes  the  phos- 
phate of  lime  was  more  abundant,  and  sometimes  the  animal  matter  (or 
mucus). 

Authors  have  been  much  occupied  with  the  manner  in  which  this 
substance  is  produced.  Is  it  a  secretion,  as  some  have  written?  Is  it 
a  deposit  of  the  earthy  salts  contained  in  the  saliva,  and  precipitated  by 
a  chemical  agent,  as  medical  books  have  reported  for  ages  ?  Is  it  an 
earthy  exhalation  from  the  capillaries  of  the  blood,  to  which  the  mucous 
membrane  of  diseased  gums  is  prone  ? 

Not  one  of  these  hypotheses  has  been  proved  ;  not  one  has  the  sane- 
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tion  of  direct  experience.     Moreover,  they  are  all  sufficiently  refuted  by 
the  following  investigations  into  the  composition  of  tartar. 

It  results  from  the  experiments  of  M.  Mandl  that  tartar  is  nothing  but 
a  deposit  of  the  skeletons  of  dead  infusoria,  agglutinated  by  dried  mucus  ; 
nearly  as  certain  earths,  according  to  the  researches  of  M.  Ehrenberg, 
are  composed  almost  entirely  of  fossil  infusoria. 

In  fact,  if  we  take  some  of  the  mucous  matter  which  is  accumulated 
upon  and  between  the  teeth,  and  dilute  it  with  a  little  distilled  water  pre- 
viously warmed,  we  shall  immediately  perceive  a  host  of  infusoria,  which 
move  about  with  great  liveliness.  Their  size  varies  from  1-500  to  several 
hundreths  of  a  millimetre  ;  and  their  shape  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  in- 
fusoria described  by  authors  under  the  name  of  vibriones. 

The  presence  of  infusoria  in  mucus  was  pointed  out  by  Leuwenhoek  ; 
but  M.  Mandl  sets  forth  in  all  their  details,  the  shape,  liveliness,  and  other 
qualities  of  these  infusoria. 

These  animals  also  exist  in  great  quantity  in  patients  who  have  been 
several  days  on  low  diet.  They  also  constitute  the  greatest  part  of  the 
mucous  coating  of  the  tongue  in  persons  whose  digestion  is  disordered. 
(According  to  an  analysis  of  M.  Denys,  the  chemical  characters  of  this 
coating  agree  with  those  of  tartar.) 

After  having  ascertained  the  presence  of  infusoria  iPk  the  mucus  of 
the  mouth,  M.  Mandl  tried  to  find  out  whether  these  animals  assist  in 
forming  the  tartar  also.  For  this  purpose  he  softened  a  particle  of  tar- 
tar in  a  drop  of  water  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  and  after  compress- 
ing it  between  the  two  pieces  of  glass,  he  distinctly  saw  that  the  tartar 
was  composed  of  dead  vibriones,  of  different  sizes,  but  generally  measur- 
ing several  hundredths  of  a  millimetre,  united  by  an  organic  substance 
(dried  mucus)  the  quantity  of  which  is  variable.  The  tartar  is  often  al- 
most entirely  composed  of  these  vibriones. 

Hence  it  follows  that  these  vibriones  are  provided  with  a  shell,  or  in- 
organic skeleton  [squelette  inorganique],  since  tartar  is  found  consisting 
entirely  of  these  vibriones. 

This  shows,  too,  why  cleanliness,  and  the  use  of  tonic  or  alcoholic 
fluids,  prevent  the  formation  of  tartar  by  preventing  the  production  of 
the  infusoria. 

To  recapitulate,  it  appears  : 

1.  That  there  is  a  great  number  of  vibriones  in  the  mucus  which  accu- 
mulates around  and  between  the  teeth. 

2.  That  tartar  arises  from  an  accumulation  of  dead  vibriones,  and  con- 
sequently cannot  be  considered  either  as  a  calcareous  substance  deposited 
by  the  saliva,  or  as  a  peculiar  secretion. 

This  discovery  of  the  composition  of  tartar  is  as  new  with  reference  to 
Leuwenhoek's  observation,  as  the  researches  of  Ehrenberg  touching  the 
composition  of  diluvial  soils  were  new  in  reference  to  the  well-known  fact 
of  the  existence  of  infusoria  in  water. — Gazette  Medicale. 
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Cou7isellor's  Meeting. — On  Wednesday  last,  the  Council  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  held  a  semi-annual  session  at  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple, in  this  city.  Of  late,  these  meetings  are  remarkably  quiet,  and  sea- 
sonablv  come  to  a  close.  This  is,  in  fact,  the  true  method  of  legislating 
— talking  but  little,  and  doing  promptly  what  is  to  be  done.  Physicians, 
formerly,  were  proverbially  poor  business  men,  on  account  of  the  indomi- 
table determination  of  some  individuals  to  speak  on  all  occasions  and  upon 
every  subject,  however  trifling  or  unimportant  it  might  be.  Certainly  the 
age  is  improving  in  one  respect,  since  the  faculty  are  beginning  to  be  dis- 
tinguished for  despatch  in  their  public  meetings. 


Medical  Matters  in  Tennessee. — At  this  late  period — for  the  transactions 
about  to  be  mentioned  took  place  last  May — a  record  of  the  doings  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  Tennessee  has  been  received. 

On  the  14th  anniversary  the  members  met  in  the  city  of  Nashville, 
where  they  transacted  their  business  in  a  style  characteristic  of  men  who 
thoroughly  accomplish  whatever  they  undertake.  In  the  United  States 
there  is  not  another  body  of  medical  gentlemen  distinguished  for  such 
spirited  activity  and  boldness  in  official  affairs,  as  the  energetic  physicians 
of  Tennessee.  If  one  of  their  number  is  selected  for  the  performance  of 
any  particular  duty,  and  he  fails  to  do  it,  after  having  voluntarily  accepted 
the  trust,  he  is  mulcted  in  a  specific  sum — a  fine,  in  cash,  that  will  ever 
after  make  him  remember  that  he  cannot  trifle  even  with  his  intimate 
friends,  where  business  is  concerned.  Thus,  Dr.  Smiley,  appointed, 
among  others,  to  read  a  case — being  absent,  was  fined  $2,  for  "  neglect  of 
duty."  Dr.  Goodlet,  absent — for  non-performance  of  duty,  not  reporting 
one  or  more  cases,  by  previous  agreement,  $2.  Dr.  Saudek  fined  $2  for 
a  similar  offence.  Dr.  Jones,  of  Jackson,  came  near  the  same  penalty, 
but  made  an  apology  through  the  president  and  got  indulgence  till  the  next 
meeting.  Dr.  Barbour,  "  not  having  yet  appeared,  was  fined  $10  for 
omission  of  duty."  This  must  either  have  been  an  aggravated  offence,  or 
the  society  was  deprived  of  eight  dollars'  worth  of  pleasure  and  instruc- 
tion, more  than  where  the  fine  was  only  two.  Dr.  Brown,  of  Columbus, 
was  fined  S25  for  not  reading  an  annual  oration,  "  already  a  year  in  ar- 
rear."  No  case  read  by  Dr.  Cliffe — fined  $2.  Dr.  Wilson,  of  Pleasant 
Exchange — non-performance  of  duty,  $2.  So  they  were  knocked  off, 
auctioneer  like,  and  about  as  fast,  which  must  have  been  any  thing  but  a 
plea.<ta7it  exchange  for  some  of  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  several  excellent  papers  were  produced,  exceedingly 
creditable  to  the  authors.  Dr.  Yandell  addressed  the  Society  on  the  life 
and  character  of  Dr.  Samuel  Hogg,  late  President,  which  is  appended  to 
the  general  report,  and  for  which  he  received  fifty  dollars,     A  plan  was 


204  Medical  Inielligence. 

proposed  for  the  speedy  organization  of  an  anatomical  museum,  or  rather 
cabinet  of  anatomical  and  pathological  preparations,  to  be  located  in  the 
city  of  Nashville.  For  this  very  desirable  purpose,  it  was  resolved  that 
each  member  should  annually  contribute  two  dollars. 

Another  resolution  was  adopted,  that  may  yet  be  of  incalculable  im- 
portance to  the  profession  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  State.  It  is  now 
felony  to  take  a  dead  body  in  Tennessee,  and  punishable  with  imprison- 
ment in  the  penitentiary  for  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years. 
A  committee  of  three  was  chosen  to  memorialize  the  Legislature,  and  ask 
a  reasonable  modification  of  the  law,  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  age,  and  in  conformity  to  the  system  of  other  States.  It  is  abomi- 
nable to  require  that  physicians  and  surgeons  shall  understand  anatomy, 
thoroughly,  and  yet  make  it  a  crime  to  be  detected  in  the  act  of  learning 
just  what  the  statute  declares  they  shall  unconditionally  know.  This 
movement  of  the  Society  is  very  wise,  and  shows,  what  we  have  long  en- 
tertained in  regard  to  that  body,  that  it  is  constituted  of  able,  active,  far- 
seeingmen. 

Dr.  Richardson  read  a  very  able  address,  says  the  report,  which  was 
directed  to  be  published  in  the  Louisville  Journal.  Dr.  H.  R.  Roberts,  of 
Columbia,  was  selected  for  orator  next  year. 


Paine's  Materia  Medica. — A  correspondent  is  desirous  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  neat  and  useful  little  book  prepared  by 
Dr.  Martyn  Paine,  of  New  York,  some  one  or  two  years  ago,  which  was 
noticed  in  the  Journal  at  the  time  of  its  appearance.  The  writer  of  a 
note  before  us  remarks — "  Let  any  medical  man  examine  that  work,  and 
keep  it  on  his  table  as  a  book  of  reference,  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  he 
will  find  himself  amply  remunerated  for  his  trouble  and  expense,"  We 
concur  very  fully  in  this  opinion — believing  the  treatise  altogether  supe- 
rior to  very  many  publications  of  higher  pretensions.  Dr.  Paine  is  an 
accurate  physician  ;  his  fixcts  are  numerous,  and  certainly  are  as  valuable 
as  those  from  any  other  source. 


Hydro- Medicant. — This  is  a  term  derived  from  the  Greek  words  signi- 
fying the  application  of  remedies  with  moisture,  which  Dr.  Mattson,  of  this 
city,  has  recently  invented  for  administering  what  he  terms  hydro-medi- 
cated baths,  and  also  the  Russian  or  vapor  bath.  It  is  particularly  recom- 
mended by  its  portability,  for  the  entire  apparatus  does  not  weigh  more 
than  18  or  20  pounds,  and  may  be  packed  in  a  box — making  a  part  of  the 
invention — which  measures  15  by  27  inches,  with  a  depth  of  8  inches. 
The  tent,  in  which  the  individual  takes  his  seat  during  the  bath,  may  be 
erected  in  a  few  minutes,  and  makes  a  handsome  piece  of  furniture.  The 
vapor  is  generated  by  means  of  a  newly-constructed  wire-gauze  furnace 
and  spirit  lamp,  whereby  the  water  is  boiled  in  about  three  minutes,  so 
that  it  does  not  require  more  than  10  minutes,  including  the  time  necessa- 
ry for  erecting  the  tent,  to  get  a  bath  in  readiness.  The  amount  of  alcohol 
consumed  does  not  cost  more  than  three  cen.s.  The  apparatus,  moreover, 
is  so  constructed  that  an  individual  may  take  a  bath,  if  he  desires  it,  with- 
out  the  aid  of  an  assistant,  which  is  no  doubt  a  desideratum.     Dr.  Malt- 
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son  intends  to  accompany  the  apparatus  with  a  treatise  giving  full  direc- 
tions for  the  management  and  employment  of  the  latter,  both  as  a  luxury, 
and  a  remedial  agent  in  those  forms  of  disease  in  which  it  has  been  found 
appropriate  and  useful.  The  inventor  is  anxious  to  call  the  attention  of 
practising  physicians  to  this  economical,  and,  as  he  thinks,  exceedingly 
useful  piece  of  mechanism.  Since  all  admit  that  baths  are  essential  modes 
of  medication,  the  more  familiar  the  people  are  with  simple  processes  for 
■administering  them,  the  better  it  must  be  for  the  public  health  in  every 
(Community. 

Surgical  Operatiojis  on  Horses. — In  Dr.  Stewart's  late  publication,  re- 
ferred to  last  week,  a  minute  and  graphic  account  is  given  of  the  present 
-condition  of  the  veterinary  school  and  hospital  at  Alfort,  three  miles  from 
Paris.  The  whole  is  richly  worth  reading,  because  it  shows  the  attention 
of  the  Government  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  domestic  amimals  in 
the  service  of  man,  in  training  up  persons  scientifically  to  relieve  them 
when  sick  and  distressed.  But  there  is  one  matter  connected  with  this 
celebrated  school,  that  is  disgraceful  to  the  age,  and  absolutely  wicked. 
Two  days  of  each  week  are  set  aside  for  operating  days,  says  the  author; 
and  old,  broken  down  horses  are  provided  by  the  Government,  for  the  barba- 
rous purpose  of  being  dissected  alive.  Many  of  the  operations  performed, 
are  wholly  useless,  and  the  cruelty  exercised  by  the  young  students  en- 
gaged in  them,  unpardonable  and  disgraceful.  Ten  or  a  dozen  horses, 
purchased  at  about  twenty  francs  a  head,  are  provided  on  each  of  the  ope- 
rating days,  thrown  down,  and  all  their  limbs  tied  together.  A  tourniquet 
is  fastened  to  the  under  lip  to  keep  the  head  down.  From  5  o'clock  in 
the  morning  till  5  in  the  afternoon,  the  poor  creatures  are  subjected  to  all 
the  mutilations  the  young  barbarians  of  pupils  choose  to  practise  upon 
them.  Each  horse  has  to  undergo  sixty-four  operations  I  Should  he 
still  breathe,  an  end  is  put  to  his  miseries  by  being  cut  up  for  the  use  of 
the  menagerie  at  the  Garden  of  Plants.  When  the  horse  is  thrown,  one 
holds  his  head  with  the  abominable  tourniquet,  while  a  dozen  students  cut 
and  hack  him  in  the  most  disgusting  and  cruel  manner.  Some  engage 
in  extirpating  the  eyes,  others  the  ears,  taking  up  arteries,  amputating  his 
legs,  &c.  In  a  word,  the  wretched  beast  is  subjected  to  every  operation 
that  can  be  performed,  as  well  as  those  which  could  never  be  advan- 
tageously practised  on  a  wounded  animal. 


Reteyition  of  Urine,  with  cartilagiiious  Stricture,  and  enlarged  Pros- 
tate.— An  interesting  case  of  retention  of  urine  is  narrated  by  Mr.  Macil- 
wain,  as  having  occurred  in  the  person  of  a  man,  67  years  of  age,  who 
had  had  symptoms  of  stricture  for  about  twenty  years.  On  examination, 
the  obstruction  was  found  to  be  situated  at  the  membranous  portion  of  the 
urethra,  and  the  prostate  considerably  enlarged.  The  bladder  was  greatly 
distended,  having  risen  nearly  to  the  umbilicus,  and  the  man  had  a  double 
inguinal  hernia,  meeting  in  front  of  the  pubes.  Failing  to  pass  a  cathe- 
ter, paracentesis  of  the  bladder,  through  the  abdominal  parietes,  was  prac- 
tised, the  hernioe  having  been  previously  reduced,  and  the  contents  of  th'^ 
bladder  were  drawn  off.  Some  relief  was  experienced  from  the  operation,  ^ 
the  patient  soon  sunk.  On  examination  of  the  body,  the  bladder  (ir 
pearance  not  unlike  a  gravid  uterus)  was  seen  to  be  enormously  th' 
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ed,  and  of  an  exceeding!}'  dense,  firm  structure  ;  its  mucous  surface  being 
thrown  into  large  folds,  resembling  the  carnese  columnae  of  the  left  ventri- 
cle of  the  heart,  and  exhibiting,  in  diflerent  parts,  patches  of  increased 
vascularity.  The  viscus  contained  a  quantity  of  highly-offensive  muco- 
purulent fluid.  The  prostate  was  enlarged  to  double  its  ordinary  size,  and 
just  in  front  of  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra,  there  was  a  con- 
siderable thickening  of  the  canal,  of  cartilaginous  hardness,  which  had 
so  nearly  obliterated  it  that  it  would  not  admit  a  small  probe.  There  was 
not  any  infiltration  of  urine.  The  hernice  on  each  side,  which  had  exist- 
ed fifteen  years,  were  formed,  that  on  the  right  by  the  coecum,  and  on  the 
left  bv  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon. 


Prolonged  Period  of  Gestation. — Charles  Bates,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  in  the  town  of  Weymouth,  Mass.,  recently  addressed  an 
official  communication  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  Boston,  in  regard 
to  a  pauper,  of  whom  this  remarkable  statement  is  made.  "  Henry  Wilson 
is  about  fifteen  years  old — and  has  lost  one  of  his  legs.  His  father's 
name  was  John  Wilson,  and  died  about  eighteen  years  since.''  It  may 
become  a  question  of  curious  import,  between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
authorities  of  Weymouth,  touching  the  legitimacy  of  this  boy.  In  no 
work  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  extant,  is  a  parallel  case  cited,  where  a 
child  was  born  two  whole  years  after  the  death  of  his  father. 


Vital  Efforts  of  the  System. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  Temple,  several  curious  facts  were  mentioned.  M.  Lozes 
stated  that  in  1830,  a  woman  broke  a  pane  of  glass,  and  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  hand  ;  the  part  soon  got  well.  In  1838,  she  was  seized 
with  a  pain  in  the  bend  of  the  arm,  and  a  foreign  substance  being  easily 
felt,  an  incision  was  made,  and  a  piece  of  glass  four  centimetres  in  length 
was  removed. — A  lady,  in  making  a  sudden  movement,  ran  a  needle  into 
her  hand,  which  she  asserts  never  came  out.  Some  months  after,  she  be- 
came in  the  family  way,  and  during  pregnancy  complained  that  something 
pricked  her  near  the  umbilicus.  She  was,  however,  delivered  without  ac- 
cident, of  a  fine  child.  Two  months  after,  an  abscess  formed  itself  in  the 
infant's  thigh,  broke,  and  a  needle,  completely  oxydated,  was  expelled,  and 
which  the  mother  affirms  to  be  the  identical  one  that  entered  her  hand. — 
M.  Gaide  gave  the  details  of  a  post-mortem  examination  of  a  prisoner  at 
Clairvaux,  The  man  had  swallowed,  eight  or  ten  years  previous  to  his 
death,  an  iron  fork.  The  prongs  were  directed  upwards,  the  back  of  the 
fork  corresponding  to  the  anterior  wall  of  the  stomach ;  several  excres- 
cences had  sprung  up  on  the  mucous  membrane  between  the  prongs,  and 
kept  the  fork  motionless.  The  central  parts  pierced  the  coats  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  penetrated  the  transverse  colon  ;  finally  the  handle  touched 
Pouparl's  ligament,  which  offered  a  slight  depression. 


Hydrocele  treated  by  Acwpuncture. — Mr.  Fergusson,of  King's  College, 
was  consulted  in  February  last  by  a  gentleman  50  years  of  age,  who 
had  long  labored  under  a  hydrocele,  which  had  been  recently  converted 
into  a  hematoid.  On  examination  he  found  a  hard  and  sharp  projection 
at  the  lowest  and  back  part  of  the  testicle,  which  was  supposed  to  be  an 
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enlargement  of  the  epididymis.  The  fluid  having  collected  sufficiently 
by  the  month  of  April,  it  was  evacuated  by  the  trocar  and  canula,  and 
the  testicle,  submitted  to  careful  examination,  found  to  be  healthy.  The 
sharp  point  previously  noticed  was  very  distinct.  Mr.  Fergusson  soon  af- 
ter laid  open  the  scrotum,  and  passed  in  his  finger,  which  came  in  contact 
with  a  hard  substance,  which  proved  to  be  an  ordinary  Whitechapel  sew- 
ing needle,  two  inches  in  length,  previously  used  by  the  patient  in  acu- 
puncture. The  point  seemed  lodged  in  the  lower  end  of  the  testicle,  and 
the  other  extremity  was  held  fast  in  the  thickened  tunica  vaginalis.  The 
subsequent  treatment  presented  nothing  worthy  of  notice. 

Protracted  Sickness. — It  is  related  in  the  Exeter  Flying  Post,  an 
English  paper,  that  there  died  in  Exeter,  12th  of  August,  at  Bishopsieigh- 
ton,  near  Teignmonth,  Nathaniel  Harris,  a  laborer,  who  has  been  paralyzed 
and  bed-ridden  for  a  period  of  42  years  ;  he  was  suddenly  seized  about  the 
age  of  18,  and  has  since  been  fed  and  attended  by  three  parties  consecu- 
tively, who  have  all  died  in  the  same  room.  He  was  perfectly  sensible  to 
the  last. 

Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Trowbridge,  the  Professor  of  Surgery  at  Wil- 
loughby  University,  a  well-known  and  useful  practitioner  of  surgery  in 
the  north-western  part  of  the  State-  of  New  York,  has  permanently  es- 
tablished himself  at  Watertown. — In  the  Black  River  Journal,  published 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,  is  an  advertisement  running  thus — "All  persons 
afflicted  will  do  well  to  call  on  the  Dutch  Doctor.  Dr.  Biom  is  very  be- 
nevolent, from  3  to  4,  dayly — Sundays  excepted." — Mr.  William  Abrams 
died  in  Boston  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  27th,  at  the  age  of  101  years,  8 
months  and  11  days. — Surgeon  Charles  Chase,  U.  S.  N.,  is  ordered  to 
the  receiving  Ship  Boston  ;  Surgeon  L.  B.  Hunter,  to  Ship  Princeton  ; 
Assistant  Surgeon  E.  Hudson,  to  Sloop  of  War  Warren  at  Norfolk. — Dr. 
McGowan,  physician  to  the  Protestant  Mission  at  Jerusalem,  has  been 
greatly  insulted  by  some  Turkish  soldiers,  which  is  likely  to  lead  to  some 
important  results. — Glass  pipes,  coated  with  bitumen,  are  made  at  Lyons, 
for  conveying  water — 30  per  cent,  cheaper  than  iron,  and  bearing  a  greater 
pressure.  If  this  is  true,  they  bid  fair  to  supersede  lead  in  wells  and 
tanks. — A  large  establishment  has  been  broken  up  in  England,  where  tea 
was  manufactured  out  of  sloe  leaves. — A  Mr.  T.  J.  McNair,  somewhere 
near  St.  Louis,  has  published  a  treatise  on  animal  magnetism,  contain- 
ing its  history  and  gradual  advancement  in  the  United  States — which 
might  with  propriety  be  styled  the  march  of  ignorance. — A  resurrectionist 
has  been  tried  and  sentenced  to  pay  $1000  for  disinterring  a  body  in 
Michigan. — Dr.  S.  Thomson,  the  founder  of  the  Thomsonian  system  of 
practice,  died  last  week  in  this  city,  aged  74, 

M.4.RRIKD, — At  Union  Village,  N.  Y.,  Anderson  S.  Dean,  M.D.,  of  North 
White  Creek,  to  Helen  Louisa,  daughter  of  Hon.  Daniel  Frcst. — In  Clinton,  Dr. 
Russell  Canly  Poss,  of  Winthrop,  to  Miss  Mary  Mohegan,  of  Clinton. — In  Phila- 
delphia, Fnrman  Learning,  M.D.,  to  Miss  .Mary  Curwen.— At  Northville,  N.  Y,, 
Dr.  John  Riley,  of  Edinburgh,  to  Miss  A.  E.  Slocum, 

Numher  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  7,  41 Males,  19— Females,  22.    Stillborn,  3. 

Of  consumption,  5 — canker,  2 — bowel  complaint,  3 — brain  fever,  1 — hooping  cough,  3 — cholera 
inrHiitiim,  2— lung  fever,  4 — croup,  1 — leeihing,  2— typhus  fever,  1 — rupture,  l—diarrhwa,  1— dropsy 
on  the  brain,  2 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — dropsy,  2 — child-bed,  1 — infantile,  4 — iutlammalion  of  (he 
lunas,  1 — marasmus,  1 — decline,  1 — old  age,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,'25— between  5  and  20  years,  I— between  20  and  60  years,  12— OTer60  years,  3. 
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A  Cmction  respecting  Nitric  Acid. — We  not  unfrequently  see  prescrip- 
tions in  which  five  or  six  minims  of  nitric  acid  are  orclsred  for  a  dose,  dif- 
fused in  an  ounce  or  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  fiuid.  This  is  a  strong  dose 
when  the  acid  is  of  sp.  gr.  1.4,  as  was  the  case  with  the  acid  generally 
used  until  lately.  But  since  the  publication  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Phil- 
lips on  the  subject,  which  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  acid  ordered 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  of  sp.  gr.  1.504,  the  manufacturers  haVe  supplied 
the  article  according  to  the  correct  standard  ;  and  the  circumstance  not 
havincr  been  sufficiently  made  known  in  the  medical  profession,  patients 
have  sometimes  suffered  from  the  inconvenience  of  taking  a  dose  conside- 
rably stronger  than  was  intended.  In  such  cases  we  conceive  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  pharmaceutical  chemist  to  impart  that  information  to  the  pre- 
scriber  which  shall  enable  him  to  i-ogulate  the  dose  accordingly. 

The  maximum  dose  of  acidum  nitricum  dilutum  is  stated  in  the  Phar- 
macopoeia to  be  forty  minims  (equal  to  four  minims  of  the  strong  acid)  ; 
and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  quantity  is  quite  sufficient, 
U7iless  largely  diluted,  to  act  injuriously  on  the  enamel  of  the  teeth.  On 
reference  to  s,ome  other  authorities,  we  see  the  dose  of  strong  nitric  acid 
stated  as  "from  five  to  ten  minims;"  and  on  this  account  might  have 
felt  a  delicacy  in  animadverting  on  the  subject,  if  we  had  not  repeatedly 
heard  serious  complaints  from  patients.  An  instance  lately  occurred  in 
which  six  minims  were  taken  in  an  ounce  of  fluid,  three  times  a  day.  In 
the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  the  teeth  were  found  to  be  seriously  in- 
jured, to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  was  not 
aware  that  he  had  ordered  more  than  might  be  taken  with  perfect  safety. 
In  all  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  administer  large  doses  of  this  pow- 
erful acid,  care  should  be  taken  to  dilute  it  sufficiently,  and  the  patient 
should  be  directed  to  rinse  the  mouth  with  water,  or  a  solution  of  carbo- 
nate of  potash,  immediately  after  having  taken  each  dose.  These  precau- 
tions should  never  be  neglected  by  those  who  consider  the  preservation  of 
a  good  set  of  teeth  of  any  importance. 

"We  may  also  observe,  that  the  strong  nitric  acid  should  never  be  used 
in  dispensing  in  small  quantities,  as  it  is  impossible  to  measure  a  few 
minims  with  so  much  accuracy  as  a  proportionate  quantity  of  the  diluted 
acid. 

Nitric  acid  of  sp.  gr.  1.504,  always  contains  a  considerable  portion  of 
nitrous  acid,  which  gives  it  a  pale  yellow  color.  The  action  of  light  and 
air  occasions  the  liberation  of  oxygen,  and  the  consequent  conversion  of  a 
further  portion  of  nitric  into  nitrous  acid.  According  to  M.  Millon  this  is 
the  case,  more  or  less,  with  commercial  nitric  acid  of  all  densities,  but 
more  particularly  when  highly  concentrated  ;  consequently,  the  Acidum 
Nitricum  P.L.  is  not  a  convenient  preparation  for  general  use,  and  should 
be  kept  in  the  dark,  and  not  unnecessarily  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  air 
by  the  frequent  removal  of  the  stopper. — Pharmaceutical  Journal. 


New  Books  in  London. — The  Principles  of  Forensic  Medicine — Part  I., 
containing  medical  evidence,  personal  identity,  age,  sex,  impotence,  rape, 
pregnancy,  delivery,  foeticide,  infanticide,  legitimacy.  By  William  A. 
Guy,  M.B.  Cantab.,  professor  of  Forensic  Medicine,  King's  College,  Lon- 
don.— Animal  Physiology  ;  including  a  general  survey  of  the  animal  king- 
dom, with  special  reference  to  the  human  body.    By  W.  B.  Carpenter,  M.D. 
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DR.   CHAPIN'S    PRIZE   DISSERTATION   (KN   ASHTHMA. 

[Concluded  from  page  195.] 

The  seco7id  head  of  causes  includes  the  several  organic  or  mechanical 
derangements  that  contribute  to  the  disease  :  and  here  it  may  be  remark- 
ed, that  whenever  asthma  occurs  from  any  of  these  causes,  our  prospect 
of  effecting  a  cure  is  small  indeed.  Perhaps  the  most  we  may  hope  for 
is  an  amelioration  of  its  severity. 

That  form  of  spinal  distortion  usually  denominated  bumped  back,  is 
as  often  connected  with  this  disease  as  any  other.  The  symptoms  are 
more  aggravated  when  the  deformity  occurs  in  the  cervical  vertebra?. 
The  muscles  concerned  in  respiration  are  then  much  straitened,  particu- 
larly the  scaleni ;  there  is  much  depression  of  the  sternum,  and  the  whole 
chest  IS  shortened  in  its  antero-posterior  diameter.  When  the  deformity 
occurs  lower  down,  in  the  dorsal  vertebra;,  the  lower  ribs  are  then  turned 
outwards  and  upwards,  and  there  is  a  diminishing  of  the  chest  in  its 
perpendicular  diameter.  Should  the  deformity  oc'cur  still  lower  down 
in  the  column,  there  will  arise  the  same  compression  as  the  last,  but  by 
the  chest  foiling  down,  in  some  extreme  cases  almost  to  the  pelvis. 

The  treatment  in  all  these  cases  will  be  almost  wholly  confined  to 
the  relief  of  the  deformity  and  the  correction  of  the  general  health.  I 
believe  it  occurs  oftener  in  males  than  in  females,  and  is  usually  asso- 
ciated with  a  scrofulous  habit,  and  is  believed  to  be  somewhat  hereditary. 
It  usually  occurs^  in  early  life,  and  wears  out  the  sufferer  before  reaching 
middle  age.  We  may  expect  more  advantage  from  counter-irritationt 
as  blisters,  setons,  and  rubefacient  embrocations,  united  with  some  tonic 
and  alterative,  than  from  any  other  course.  The  remarks  above,  upon 
prophylactic  treatment,  are  equally  applicable  to  the  disease  under  this 
form.  For  the  general  treatment  of  the  deformity,  I  refer  to  the  several 
treatises  on  surgery,  and  also  to  the  dissertation  by  Dr.  Parsons  on  spinal 
diseases,  who  says  that  "  the  leading  indications  are,  to  prevent  the  increase 
of  distortion  as  soon  as  possible,  to  stay  the  progress  of  ulceration  of  the 
vertebrae,  and  to  produce  anchylosis.  The  first  is  answered  by  taking 
off  the  incumbent  weight,"  the  second  by  rest  and  counter-irritants! 
"  These  may  be  continued   on  each  side  of  the  spinous  processes  of  the 
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projeciion,  for  some  weeks,  or  even  months."     The  last  indication  is  ef- 
fected by  entire  rest. 

Hypertrophy  of  the  heart  and  ossification  of  the  large  bloodvessels,  by 
inducing  an  irregular  circulation,  and  an  undue  dissemination  of  blood, 
have  been  thought  to  produce  asthmatic  turgescence.  When  the  disease 
occurs  from  these  causes,  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  hope  of 
remedy  or  palliation. 

The  third  head  of  causes  includes  spinal  irritation,  and  other  dis- 
eases of  the  contents  of  the  spinal  column,  independent  of  any  me- 
chanical derangement  of  the  column  itself.  It  was  long  observed  that 
asthma  was  concomitant  with  some  disturbance  of  this  kind,  but  it  re- 
mained for  the  theory  of  transmitted  nervous  irritation  to  develope  the 
manner  by  which  the  one  disease  became  a  consequent  of  the  other. 
This  transmission  is  often  reciprocal.  Deranged  function  may  not  only 
be  produced  by  spinal  irritation,  but  an  idiopathic  derangement  in  soine 
one  or  more  organs  may  be  transmitted  through  the  incident  or  excitor 
nerves,  as  they  are  called,  to  the  sjiinal  marrow,  and  this  again  reflected 
to  some  other  organ  than  the  one  primarily  affected.  Pathological  anato- 
my has  thrown  but  little  light  upon  the  subject.  A  close  observation  of 
the  phenomena  of  disease  and  of  the  widely-extended  range  of  mordid 
manifestations,  have  as  yet  afforded  us  the  best  source  of  information. 
Asthma  is  oftener  the  consequence  of  spinal  irritation,  when  this  is  con- 
fined within  the  cervical  region,  and  for  the  very  obvious  reason  that 
the  roots  of  the  nerves  distributed  to  the  parts  affected,  find  their  origin 
in  this  region.  There  is  almost  always  a  tenderness  upon  pressure 
over  the  vertebrae,  attended  with  pain  in  the  scapular  and  clavicular  re- 
gions, and  I  knew  in  one  instance  the  suffering  most  intense  along  the 
intercostal  region,  accompanied  with  some  pain  along  the  ribs.  When 
these  symptoms  are  present,  although  there  may  be  no  pain  upon  pres- 
sure, we  may  conclude,  with  a  good  degree  of  certainty,  that  the  dis- 
turbance has  its  origin  in  irritation  at  the  nervous  centre.  Especially 
will  this  be  true,  if  the  health  has  not  been  impaired  by  the  presence  of 
other  disease.  Asthma  from  this  cause  occurs  oftener  in  males  than  in 
females,  and  oftener  in  the  unmarried  than  in  the  married.  It  has  been 
observed  that  thoracic  diseases  are  more  liable  to  occur  as  consequents 
of  spinal  irritation  than  any  other,  and  the  diseases  are  aggravated  by 
hypochondriasis  and  severe  mental  emotions. 

Whenever  we  find  asthma  occurring  from  the  cause  designated,  our 
treatment  will  be  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  removal  of  spinal 
tenderness.  This  can  best  be  effected  by  a  prolonged,  but  moderate 
course  of  topical  depletion,  either  by  leeching,  cupping,  or  a  seton.  If 
cups  are  aj)plied,  it  should  be  done  regularly,  and  a  given  amount  taken 
at  each  application  of  the  scarificator — the  quantity  taken  of  course  de- 
pending upon  the  plethora  of  the  patient,  and  the  urgency  of  the  symp-' 
toms  ;  but  by  all  means  let  it  be  uniform  and  regular.  This,  combinec* 
with  counter-irritation  by  the  ordinary  ammoniated  liniment,  camphor  lini- 
ment, or  liniment  of  cantharides,  will  often  remove  the  disease.  GentU 
exercise  by  slow  journeying,  or  a  change  of  climate,  will  operate  favora-' 
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bly.  If  the  habit  is  full,  general  depletion  should  premise  all  other 
treattnent. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  asthma  is  oflcner  induced  by  irritation  of  the 
membrane  of  the  spinal  marrow,  than  by  irritation  of  the  substance  itself. 
Moreover,  these  disturbances  frequently  ahernale  with  each  other — but 
since  the  treatment  of  each  is  nearly  the  same,  a  false  diagnosis  of  the 
seat  of  the  disease  will  lead  to  no  practical  error. 

Fourth.  A  preternaturally  nervous,  phlegmatic  temperament,  if  not 
strictly  a  cause,  wonderfully  favors  the  attack  of  asthma.  In  such  habits 
it  usually  makes  its  appearance  soon  after  puberty,  or  in  middle  life  ; 
and  occurs  much  more  frequently  in  the  unmarried  female  than  in  the 
other  sex.  Extreme  nervous  irritability  not  only  invites  the  attack,  but 
aggravates  the  symptotns  and  prolongs  its  continuance.  Exciting  causes 
operate  with  marked  effect  in  this  form  of  the  disease,  and  the  approach 
of  the  paroxysm  is  usually  very  sudden,  while  the  remission  is  gradual, 
sometimes  almost  imperceptibly  so.  The  influence  of  idiosyncrasies  is 
never  more  obvious  or  more  amusing  than  in  the  nervous,  confirmed 
asthmatic.  The  capriciousness  of  the  disease  is  all  that  the  most  extrava- 
gant humorist  could  desire.  What  will  almost  liniversally  relieve  in  one 
case,  will  as  assuredly  induce  a  paroxysm  in  another.  Ordinarily  the  air 
of  low  situations  is  more  congenial  than  mountain  breezes.  The  most 
indeterminate  and  irreconcilable  influences  are  quite  as  effective  as  those 
of  a  more  positive  and  tangible  character.  Some  suffer  in  a  certain 
room,  but  are  immediately  relieved  if  removed  to  an  opposite  room  in  the 
same  house.  One  cannot  sleep  or  rest  in  one  street,  or  lane,  but  slum- 
bej's  quietly  if  removed  to  another  part  of  the  same  village  or  city.  An- 
other can  breathe  freely  if  he  can  only  be  allowed  to  sit  in  a  room  filled 
with  smoke  to  suffocation,  but  pure  air  is  almost  intolerable.  I  once 
knew  a  patient  who  assured  me,  that  if  the  damper  of  the  stove  was 
closed,  he  was  sure  to  suffer  from  an  asthmatic  paroxysm ;  but  upon  its 
being  thrown  open,  his  breathing  returned,  to  use  his  own  expression, 
"  as  quick  as  a  lamb's."  The  mere  extinguishment  of  a  lamp,  or  the 
closing  of  a  passage  way,  has  been  observed  to  induce  a  fit.  While  one 
is  benefited  by  a  journey  in  the  country,  another  will  find  more  relief  in 
the  contaminated  atmosphere  of  tlie  densest  mart,  than  in  the  freshest 
breeze  of  the  quiet  vale.  WHiile  one  w  ill  resist  with  impunity  almost  any 
change  or  extreme  of  temperature,  the  sensitiveness  of  another,  encircled 
by  his  fireside,  will  form  as  sure  an  indication  of  atmospheric  vicissitude 
as  the  mercury  of  the  thermometer  or  the  vane  upon  the  house-top. 
Most  will  avoid  a  crowded  assembly  as  they  would  a  pest-house  ;  but  1 
have  a  friend  who  always  resorts  to  such  a  place,  when  practicable,  for  a 
moment  of  quiet  breathing.  In  short,  nothing  can  be  more  amusing 
than  the  various  whims  of  the  confirmed  asthmatic. 

All  these  cases  owe  their  origin  to  certain  mental  impressions,  or  emo- 
tions, conveyed  through  a  deranged  organic  medium.  The  predisposi- 
tion to  this  state  of  things  appears  to  be  hereditary,  rendering  the  dis- 
ease emphatically  one  of  the  "ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to." 

Our    treatment,    under   this    form    of  disease,  will    vary    exceedingly 
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with  the  character  of  the  symptoms,  and  the  exciting  cause.  In 
young  and  plethoric  subjects,  bloodletting  may  be  resorted  to,  but  should 
always  be  practised  with  caution,  especially  in  those  cases  where  the  pa- 
roxysm is  often  occurring  and  immediate  relief  is  not  afforded.  Purg- 
ing freely  is  not  often  judicious,  except  in  full  habits,  and  where  the 
bowels  are  overloaded  with  acrid  contents.  Indeed,  excessive  purging 
seldom  fails  to  be  productive  of  injury.  It  does  not  immediately  re- 
lieve the  turgescence  of  the  affected  organs,  and,  by  unduly  stimulating 
the  alvine  canal,  occasions  debility  or  unfavorable  re-action,  prolonging 
the  attack  and  the  period  of  convalescence.  If,  upon  a  sudden  attack, 
obstinate  constipation  prevails,  an  emollient  enema  would  be  proper,  and 
in  all  cases  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  the  bowels  open  by  the  milder 
laxatives. 

Since  congestion  of  the  membrane  lining  the  bronchial  passages,  com- 
bined with  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  circular  fibres,  supervenes  in  the 
humoral  variety  of  this  disease,  relief  of  turgescence,  with  subsidence  of 
spasmodic  action,  may  be  expected  from  emetics,  nauseants  and  expec- 
torants. In  the  d'y  form  of  the  disease,  spasmodic  action  occurs  without 
congestive  complication  :  here  sedatives,  narcotics  and  the  diffusible 
stimulants,  are  most  beneficial.  Emetics  operate  as  evacuants  and  de- 
rivatives, relieving  oppression  and  determining  to  the  surface.  I  have 
often  known  a  moderate  dose  of  ipecac,  followed  by  magnesia,  prevent 
an  attack,  even  where  the  premonitory  symptoms  were  ve.^y  urgent ; 
the  latter  correcting  the  disposition  to  flatulence,  frequently  a  source  of  so 
much  annoyance  to  the  asthmatic  sufferer. 

The  same  effect  hus  been  produced  by  the  free  exhibition  of  strong 
coffee.  I  have  known  several  cases  of  dry  asthma,  where  a  cup_full  of 
strong  coffee,  administered  previous  to  the  paroxysm,  has  removed  all 
unpleasant  symptoms,  and  allowed  the  patient  quiet  rest.  It  is  also  of 
service  in  that  variety  of  humid  asthma  that  assumes  a  periodical  type. 
It  may  be  repeated  every  hour,  or  even  at  shorter  intervals,  without  milk 
or  sweetening,  as  sugar  or  syrup  is  found  to  be  disadvantageous  in  every 
v^ariety  of  the  complaint,  and  should  he  avoided.  The  reason  of  this  is 
not  obvious,  unless  it  may  be  supposed  to  arise  from  their  unfavorable 
influence  upon  the  digestive  function.  The  operation  of  the  coffee  is  that 
of  a  sedative. 

Blisters  have  been  recommended  by  some  ;  but  so  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  judge,  they  are  of  doubtful  efficacy,  especially  in  the  spas- 
modic variety.  Their  action  is  too  slow  to  afford  much  relief  during  the 
paroxysm — and  whether  they  operate  beneficially  during  the  paroxysm, 
may  well  be  questioned.  Good  supposes  that  they  shorten  or  prevent  the 
paroxysm  during  the  succeeding  night,  "  especially  when  the  habit  is 
astlimatic."  The  older  physicians  were  very  free  in  their  application  of 
issues,  under  the  ill-founded  notion  that  asthma  depended  upon  a  pletho- 
ric state  of  the  system,  and  that  issues  operated  favorably  by  reducing! 
the  excessive  plethora  to  a  healthy  standard.  Every  practitioner  ofl 
modern  times  will  satisfy  himself  how  unwarranted  is  such  a  course. 

Where  they  are  not  contra-indicated,  anti-spasmodics  may  be  service- 
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able,  as  musk,  sulphuric  ether,  chlorine,  ether,  he.  he. ;  but  in  most 
cases  they  prove  too  stnnulating.  As  a  general  experience,  we  have 
loumj  this  class  of  remedies  of  little  service,  either  in  miti.^ati'no-  the  in- 
tensity of  the  paroxysm,  or  shortening  its  duration.  VVe°have  found 
them  most  likely  to  afford  relief  in  the  dry  asthma,  and  even  here  they 
have  seemed  to  operate  as  derivatives.  They  sometimes  excite  nausea, 
and  then  of  course  will  be  serviceable ;  but  as  we  may  accomplish  the 
same  end  more  directly,  their  employment  may  well  be  dispensed  with. 
An  unpleasant  determination  to  the  head  is  sometimes  a  consequence  of 
their  exhibition,  accompanied  or  followed  by  febrile  exacerbation,  and 
proving  extremely  pernicious  in  cases  connected  with  local  or  creneral  in- 
Hamniation,  or  congestion.  If  employed,  I  would  recommend  their  union 
with  diaphoretics.  Opium,  when  the  disease  is  complicated  with  visceral 
inHammation,  has  been  found  to  be  worthy  of  trial. 

Cold  extremities  are  sometimes  attendant,  particularly  during  the  win- 
ter months  In  these  cases  there  is  more  or  less  catarrhal  affection. 
Warm  clothing,  dry  feet,  and  the  usual  correctives  for  pulmonary  de- 
rangement, may  then  be  used.  An  unduly  elevated  temperature  is  more 
tavorab  e  to  the  disease  than  the  opposite,  though  a  sudden  exposure  to 
either  should  be  sedulously  avoided. 

In  the  asthmatic,  whatever  suddenly  disturbs  the  circulation    increases 
the  iifhculty  of  breathing,  such  as   exercise,  passion,  starting  suddenly, 
&c.  &c.     I  have  known  the  least  change  of  posture,  such  as  risincr  from 
the  chair,  or  bed,  or  even  the  ordinary  adjusting  of  the  clothes,  to^trans- 
ter  the  patient  from  comparative  ease  to  a  paroxysm  of  intense  suffering. 
Ihere  is,  moreover,  a  disposition  to  repetition  of  the  paroxvsm  at  irrecru- 
lar  intervals  or  upon  the  presence  of  any   of  the  superinducing  causes  ; 
especially  the  one  by  which   it  was  first  ushered  in.     Indeed,  after  one 
attack,  the  patient  is  seldom  free  from   some   degree  of  .dyspnoea  upon 
any  undue  exertion,  and  is  always  complaining  of  -  shortness  of  breath  " 
budorifics  are    in    most   cases    beneficial;  united,    in   weak,    flatulent 
hab.fs  with  some  vegetable  bitter,  as  Colombo  or  gentian.     In  some  per- 
sons the  mineral   tomes  answer  an  excellent   purpose.     I  would    how- 
ever   advise  their  cautious  exhibition.     The  compound  mvrrh  mixture, 
lactate,  or  acetate  of  iron,  I  have  found  to  agree  best.     Income  ca^es 
complicated  with  extreme  hypochondriasis,  I  have  found   guaiacum,  par- 
ticularly the  volatile  tincture,  in   combination  with   some  ^of  the    above 
tonics,  worthy  of  trial. 

A  prolonged  nausea  will  do  much  in  relaxing  muscular  ri^iditv  over- 
coming spasmodic  habit,  and,  operating  as  a  derivative,  will  promote  the 
excretion,  and  cuticular  action.  To  effect  this  purpose,  equal  pans  of 
tincture  of  lobelia,  vinegar  of  squills  and  wine  of  ipecac,  will  accom- 
plish most.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  protracted  administration  of  this  nau- 
seant  mixture,  united  with  aperients  and  inhalation  of  the  fumes  of  Mra- 
monium,  form  our  best  general  dependence  in  all  cases  of  asthma  arisin-  in  a 
nervous,  sangumeo-melancholic  temperament.  Each  case  will,  of  co^urse, 
demand  some  particular  treatment,  to  be  determined  by  the  excitmsr  cause, 
the  habit  of  the  patient,  and  idiosyncrasy.     Hydrocyanic  acid  p-oves  a 
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valuable  remedy  in  those  cases  of  asthma  occurring  in  females  of  an  irri- 
table catarrhal  habit,  especially  when  accompan.ed  with  much  cough, 
d'-.pn^a  and  acute  lancinating  pains  about  the  chest,  part.cularly  over 
the  recrion  of  the  heart.  It  operates  as  a  powerful  sedative.  In  the  em- 
ployment of  an  agent  of  such  activity,  too  much  caut.on  cannot  be  exer- 
£d  in  its  adn/niistration.  It  should  be  free  from  allm.punfes,  and  re- 
Z  its  officinal  integrity.  I  have  usually  commenced  wun  one  half  the 
minimum  dose,  given  in  distilled  water.  R.  ac.di  hydrocyamcr,  m.  i. ; 
Inn^Ztillat*   m  XX      M.     One  half  to  be  taken   mornmg  and  night, 

s\L\    vomiting    al   a    prophylactic,    but   Us    efficacy    we    have    never 

*'°  When'^'it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  a  very  gentle  evacuant,  perhaps 
there  is  no  article  that  will  answer  our  purpose  better  than  senega,  giverj 
by  itself  or  combined  with  squills.  In  most  cases  we  have  found  it  well 
to  premise  it  by  a  purge.     A  hydragogue  cathartic  is  best. 

Es  are  sometimes  of  much  service,  particularly  the  vegetable. 
They  seem  to  act  both  as  sedatives  and  tomes  Distilled  vinegar  m 
un  on  wTa  diaphoretic  or  with  lobelia,  I  have  thought  useful ;  ,t  allays 
S  ion  ar^d  promotes  exhalation  and  absorption.  Hyoscyamus  has 
been  resorted  to^  I  have  used  it,  and  am  mchned  to  think  favoraoly  o 
it  ^.d  consider  it  a  valuable  adjunct.  Bree  speaks  of  it  in  the  Inghest 
terms  He  administered  .tin  conjunction  with  squills  and  nitric  acid,  and 
s  Wh  in  its  praises.  He  considers  it  a  spec.fic-of  which  it  has  been 
he  n  s fortune  of  the  profession  to  allow  too  many.  They  may  serve  a 
ournoseTn  the  empty  pretensions  of  the  quack,  but  should  never  enter 
fh  res  ipton  o^/e  well-bred  physician:  --l^j- .should  they  be 
allowed  to  influence  his  practice.     They   have  all  had  their  short  day,  as 

""Sefthetuses  already  alluded  to,  asthma  owes  its  accession  to  the 

sudden  disappearance  of  cutaneous  eruptions,  the  drying  up  of  old  ulcers, 

hetpp        on  of  any   liabitual    discharge,  he.     When  this  occurs,  the 

Indicalls  are  to  restore  the  eruption,  ^c,  by  revellents  or  setons,  and  to 

Tt  tt^^ed  by  the  odor  of  flowers,  particularly  that  of  rose. 
The  dus  of  ipecac,  is  another  source  of  excitement.  It  is  sometimes 
dosely  com  ec  d  with  hysteria  or  chorea.  It  is  often  induced  by  suf- 
foca  n.  m  phitic  gases,  sudden  exposures,  vio  ent  exercise.  When  the 
disease%as  become  habitual,  very  inappreciable  causes  are  sufficient  to 
excite  a  paroxysm.     Asthma  seems  also  to  be  hereditary. 

Xt  oL-Wehave  omitted  any  remarks  on  diagnosis,  because  or- 
dinluWthe  disease  offers  no  difficulty  in  this  particular.  I  simulates 
o  d      fy  c  tarrh,  but  may  be  distinguished  by  the  absence  of  fever,  sore- 

:^:oU.  throat,  ^y^^-:-^^:x^^^ 

rx^;,r^i^:r;tiL^:^ru?s^rthat\tal  disease,     m  asthma 
&',  there  is  wanting  that  rolling  of  the  eyes  so  characteristic  of  the 
latter  disease. 
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It  may  be  ciistinguished  from  hydrothorax  by  the  sudden  approach  of 
the  dyspnoea.  Hydrothorax  is  less  affected  by  atmospherical  changes. 
There  is  often,  however,  a  remarkable  similarity  in  the  phenomena  of 
these  two  diseases,  and  it  is  not  the  most  remarkable  occurrence  to  find 
them  confounded  in  practice.     They  frequently  alternate  with  each  other. 

Prognosis. — Asthma  is  not  ordinarily  a  fatal  disease.  In  peripneu- 
monia noiha,  when  it  occurs  simultaneously  with  asthma,  or  when  asthma 
immediately  follows  an  attack  of  the  former  disease,  the  case  is  one  of 
much  danger.  Very  frequent  returns  of  the  paroxysm,  or  if  much  pro- 
longed at  each  successsive  attack,  profuse  secretion,  with  laborious  breath- 
ing after  the  fit  has  passed  off,  are  all  more  or  less  unfavorable,  accord- 
ing to  the  state  of  the  general  health,  and  the  urgency  of  the  attending 
symptoms. 

The  disease  sometimes  critically  terminates  by  diarrhoea,  or  diuresis, 
though  the  supervention  of  these  is  not  in  every  case  to  be  considered  a 
favorable  indication.  It  also  terminates  vicariously  by  the  appearance  of 
some  other  disease,  or  by  some  peculiar  sensations,  as  pain  in  the  pos- 
terior part  of  the  head,  a  burning  in  the  feet  and  hands,  excessive  flatu- 
lence, hypochondriasis,  &.c.  The  most  critical  union  that  asthma  makes, 
is  with  pleurisy.     When  this  occurs,  the  combination  is  formidable. 

Though  not  considered  a  fatal  disease,  it  is  one  of  much  torment,  and 
by  depressing  the  vital  energies  it  renders  the  constitution  more  obnoxious 
to  other  diseases,  and  those,  too,  of  very  grave  character.  It  sometimes 
so  relaxes  the  mucous  glands  of  the  bronchise,  that  an  habitual  secretion 
of  glairy  mucus  is  induced,  that  proves  a  source  of  much  annoyance. 

Thymic  asthma,  another  variety  of  asthma,  not  often  observed,  seems 
to  be  dependent  upon  a  preternatural  enlargement  of  the  thymoid  gland, 
pressing  upon  the  bronchicE,  or  upon  the  par-vagum,  closing  the  air-pas- 
sages, and  producing  the  disease  called,  in  consequence,  thymic  asthma. 
It  appears  to  be  congenital,  and  manifests  itself  in  infants  within  the  first 
two  or  three  years;  although  occasionally  observed  in  children  7  or  10 
years  of  age.  The  attack  is  usually  very  sudden  ;  durinii  apparently 
perfect  health,  and  perhaps  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  a  child's  frolic,  the 
little  sufferer  becomes  suddenly  convulsed,  and  breathes  with  exceeding 
difficulty,  if  indeed  it  breathe  at  all.  Its  eyes  are  turned  back,  it  froths 
at  the  mouth,  and  suffers  all  the  agony  of  death.  This  state  of  things 
continues  for  a  few  moments,  or  it  may  be  longer,  and  the  child  is  appa- 
rently well  again.  Sometimes  the  difficulty  of  breathing  remains,  with 
more  or  less  urgency,  for  some  days  or  even  weeks,  resembling  at  times 
cynanche  trachealis,  and  I  have  no  doubt  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  it. 

The  most  relief  in  cases  which  I  have  seen,  was  found  in  nauseating 
doses  of  ipecac,  with  calomel,  if  the  bowels  were  torpid,  combined  with 
a  counter-irritant,  such  as  an  epispastic  or  sinapism  to  the  throat,  or  a 
stimulating  lotion  of  ammonia  and  oil  of  sweet  almonds. 

In  other  cases,  the  disease  has  advanced  from  bad  to  worse,  until  the 
patient  has  sunk  under  it,  without  relief.  I  have  never  seen  but  two 
cases  of  the  disease — the  one  occurring  in  a  child  12  months  of  age, 
of  a  strumous  habit  from  birth.     I  saw  the  case  but  once,  but  have  since 
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learned,  fro.,  i.  ,no,he,-  *».  i.  had  five  auack.  «.ol,  --eding  «,e J„^ 

-,^r;Sdr^fffnoi^|x„r± 

had  but  two  paroxysms,  the  last  bemg  mucli  'f  /^l^ 7      ,.,,,, ,em 

,l,e  riglu  covnu  ve,y  much   longer  than   ,he   'f  '  «'«    ™^,,7,  ^es" 
heavUy  upon  the  larger  ^ood-ssels  an    sonre  n,  U,e  par  v^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

S:™id!To''beXtu:'.,t'r:w;n  ',  ,.ueh  larger  doses  .han  are  ord,„ar,ly 


directed. 


SUI'ER-FCET.^TION— .i    CASE. 
To  tt.  Editor  of  the  Eo.toi.  M.dlol  and  Surpo.l  Jootnal. 

n..,<?,„— ^.  rase  of  super-fcetation  presented  in  my  practice  the  past 
^.mme'r^ihilif  ;:  thin^k.  it  of  sufficient  •.ntere.t  yo^,  are  at  hberty 
,0  insert  in  your  valuable  penodical.  »ot>  .    ^.^^^^^  ^^ ^ 

Niagara  talk,  Oct.  3,  1S4.J. 

AI       I    ,.,ed  36  of  rather  feeble  health,  has  been  married  seven  or 

•  f!     »;.'shf  became  pe..nant  near  the  first  of  Noven.ber  last  (for 

^?  r  t7i':esinc:i^rr4e),  and  passed  '^^'»;;if'^^^t:' ft- 

,0„  with  as  little  --onventence  as  most  ».men    o  u        U  ^^^^ 

.'.r^pi^es  of  the  ci"i^i. -^.^St-r-t tim r^dCcicVr:,::  u 

five  months'  foetus  from  standard  •'"  °'  «^  •  .™  ,  ^^^  ,,eighed  ten 
■=  ="^''-  .'At'lTn  wartmld,  b  "ve^  dS:';'.  nnd'the.  se.  ?ould  be 
Sntuishcd  ;  t-lS  was  large  in  P™1«- -^>;  jr^s^f  tlTt 

it  was  more  than  five  month..      1  here     as  d  t  niembranes 

cal  cords  uniting  w.th  .t ;  although  each  fei      ha  d  .to  _ 

throucrhout.     It  had  all  the  appearance  ol  he.illh,  and  I 
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bllity  alive  at  the  commencement  of  labor,  as  there  were  no  marks  of 
decay,  or  of  its  having  been  dead  more  ihan  a  few  hours.  There  was 
m  fact,  nothing  to  indicate  that  it  was  as  old  as  the  other,  but  on  the 
contrary  some  very  good  reasons  to  suppose  that  the  mother  must  have 
become  impregnated  some  four  or  five  months  after  the  first.  However 
unreasonable  this  may  appear,  and  however  much  it  goes  against  estab- 
lished notions  and  opinions  of  authois,  I  am  led  to  believe  this  a  perfect 
case  of  super fcetation. 

1  will  give  one  more  reason  for  my  opinion,  which  I  received  from  the 
husband  (who  is  one  of  our  most  respectable  inhabitants).  He  says 
that  after  their  marriage,  his  wife  never  exhibited  the  slightest  passion  for 
his  embraces,  but  on  the  contrary  was  quite  averse  to  them,  until  she  was 
ni  her  third  month  of  pregnancy,  when  she  began  to  be  passionately  fond 
ol  venereal  pleasures,  which  lasted  from  four  to  six  weeks,  after  which 
lime  she  relapsed  into  her  former  state. 

I  preserved  the  foetus,  which  can  be  seen  by  any  who  are  curious 
enough  to  take  an  interest  in  this  strange  freak  of  nature. 

If  any  of  our  brethren  have  met  with  similar  cases  in  their  practice,  [ 
should  be  exceedingly  well  pleased  to  see  the  report  of  them,  with  their 
opinions,  &c.,  in  regard  to  them.— The  mother  and  child  are  doin^r  well 


RADICAL  CURE  OF  HERNIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir,— Within  the  last  few  months  1  have  performed  several  cures  of  her- 
nia according  to  the  method  mentioned  by  me  in  vour  Journal  of  Feb- 
ruary 1st,  1843.  The  following  are  some  of  the  cases  that  I  have  to  re- 
port at  this  time. 

The  first  is  that  of  a  gentleman,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  of  spare  habit 
of  body,  and  by  occupation  a  merchant.  He  had  been  troubled  four 
years  with  lemoral  hernia  of  right  side.  By  the  use  of  a  truss  the  bowel 
could  be  retained  in  its  proper  place.  The  patient  was  anxious  to  be 
reheved  of  his  difficulty,  and  for  this  purpose  came  under  mv  care,  Febru- 
ary, 1843.  The  operation  above  alluded  to  was  performed, 'in  presence  of 
several  physicians,  with  but  little  pain.  The  truss  was  re-placed,  and  the 
patient  was  allowed  to  take  daily  excursions  about  the  city  durintr  the  whole 
process  of  treatment.  As  a  matter  of  prudence  and  safety ,°he  was  di- 
rected to  wear  the  truss  ten  or  twelve  weeks,  after  which  the  instrument 
was  removed,  and  there  has  been  no  protrusion  of  the  bowel  since. 

The  second  case  is  that  of  lAIr.  S.,  of  Boston,  of  full  habit  of  body 
about  40  years  of  age.  He  had  been  troubled  five  years  with  oblique 
inguinal  hernia  of  the  right  side.  The  hernial  protrusion  was  about  the 
size  of  a  pullet's  egg  ;  but  with  great  care  and  constant  watchin^r  it  had 
been  prevented  from  descending  far  into  the  scrotum.  He  was  desirous 
ol  getting  rid  of  his  infirmity,  and  for  this  purpose  came  under  my  care, 
t  ebruary  27,  1843.  The  same  operation  and  treatment,  as  above  alluded 
to,  was  made  use  of  in  this  case,  and  the  patient  directed  to  take  his  usual 
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amount  of  exercise.     A  jDerfect  cure  has    been   effected;    the  truss  hag 
been  allowed  to  be  laid   aside. 

The  third  case  is  that  of  Mr.  F.,  of  Worcester  Co..  aged  52  years  ; 
strong,  muscular  frame,  and  by  occupation  a  farmer.  This  patient  had 
been  afflicted  ten  years,  with  true  inguinal  hernia  of  the  left  side,  brought 
on  by  a  severe  blow  in  his  groin.  From  the  nature  of  his  employment, 
the  protrusion  of  the  bowel  could  not  be  prevented  by  the  use  of  his  truss. 
He  described  his  sutierings  to  have  been  great,  from  partial  strangulation, 
and  for  this  cause  applied  to  me,  March,  1843.  This  subject  was  ope- 
rated upon,  and  complained  of  but  little  pain  ;  the  truss  re-placed  as  before, 
Sec.  After  a  few  weeks'  time,  it  was  found  that  a  perfect  retention  of  the 
bowel  had  taken  place,  and  the  individual  considers  himself  well. 

The  fourth  case  is  that  of  Mr.  W.,  of  Suffolk  County,  a  farmer,  aged 
23  years;  of  robust  constitution.  He  had  been  afflicted  five  years  with 
ventro-inguinal  hernia  of  right  side.  Being  unable  to  retain  the  protru- 
sion with  his  truss,  from  the  constant  strain  to  which  it  was  subjected 
from  the  nature  of  his  occupation,  he  placed  himself  under  my  care, 
March  25,  1843.  The  operation  was  performed  successfully,  and  the  pa- 
tient permitted  to  return  home  to  resume  his  labors  in  three  weeks  from  the 
operation.  As  a  matter  of  safety,  this  patient  was  directed  to  wear  his 
truss  three  months  from  the  time  he  left  the  city.  He  has  recently  called 
on  me,  and  reported  himself  quite  well. 

The  fifth  case  is  that  of  Mr.  S.,  of  Roxbury,  aged  about  36  years ; 
quite  fleshy.  He  had  been  troubled  with  oblique  inguinal  hernia  of  right 
side  two  years.  The  bowel  could  be  easily  retained  with  the  use  of  a 
well-fitted  truss,  which  he  had  constantly  worn  from  the  time  of  the  in- 
jury. On  removing  the  truss,  in  the  erect  position,  the  protrusion  readily 
took  place,  of  the  size  of  an  English  walnut,  into  the  inguinal  canal. 
This  patient  came  under  treatment  in  March,  1843.  The  operation 
was  performed  as  before,  and  the  patient  followed  his  daily  occupation  as 
a  merchant  until  the  cure  was  effected,  which  took  place  in  about  eight 
weeks  from  the  operation. 

The  sixth  case  is  that  of  Mr.  F.,  of  Boston,  aged  about  5-5  years ;  of 
thin  and  spare  habit,  and  of  sedentary  life.  He  had  been  afflicted  about 
four  years,  with  very  painful  oblique  inguinal  hernia  of  both  sides.  It 
was  found  very  difficult  in  this  case  to  effect  complete  retention  with  the 
truss.  His  health  had  become  poor  (as  he  termed  it)  from  great  debility 
and  relaxation  of  bladder  and  rectum,  produced  by  the  two  existing  her- 
nijB.  The  openings  through  the  oblique  muscles  of  right  side,  would  ad- 
mit the  introduction  of  three  fingers  by  invaginating  the  scrotum  ;  and 
that  of  the  left  side,  two  fingers.  Wltli  the  hopes  of  being  relieved  of 
his  sufferings,  he  placed  himself  under  my  care  in  March,  1843.  The 
operation  was  performed  on  both  sides,  without  much  complaint,  or  iri- 
convenience  to  the  patient.  It  was  found  necessary,  however,  in  this 
case,  to  re[)eat  the  operation  on  the  righl  side,  in  order  to  effect  a  com- 
plete closure  of  the  hernial  openings,  and  to  cure  the  patient,  which  has 
been  brought  about  to  his  entire  satislltction.  It  is  our  pleasure  to  slate, 
with  re'^-ard  to  this  case,  that  the  cure  of  the  hernia  has  effected  an  entire 
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restoration  of  health   of  body,   and  a  normal  condition   of  bladder  and 

'' xTie*  seventh  case  is  that  of  Mr.  D.,  of  Roxbury,  aged  36  years  ;  of 
full  and  strong  habit  of  body,  and  by  occupation  a  ropemaker.  He 
had  been  afflicted  from  boyhood  with  congenital  .ngumal  hernia  of  et 
side  The  testicle  had  not  descended  to  the  bottom  of  the  scmtum,  but 
could  be  felt  iust  below  the  external  abdominal  ring,  or  groin,  resting 
upon  the  outer  surface  of  the  pubic  bone.  The  tunica  vaginalis  which 
formed  the  hernial  sac,  made  up  from  the  peritoneum,  was  found  to  be 
eloncrated.  and  reached  considerably  below  the  situation  of  the  testicle. 
On  removing  the  truss,  in  the  erect  position,  the  bowel  was  found  to  de- 
scend freely  into  the  sac,  so  as  to  form  a  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  hen  s  egg. 
The  patient  was  placed  upon  his  back;  the  hernial  protrusion  returned 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  operation  was  performed  April 
20th,  1843,  and  the  truss  replaced  as  before.  Suffice  it  to  say  in  relation 
to  this  case,  that  a  cure  was  made,  and  the  patient  laid  aside  Ins  truss 
for  the  first  time  during  twenty  years,  and  is  Iree  from  all  hernial  difficulty. 
Boston,  Oct.  10,  1843.  G.  Heaton. 


RUPTURE   OF   THE   VAGINA. 

By   W.  H.    O.    Sankey,  Margate,   England. 

Mrs.  M ,  «t.  47,  of  a  very  relaxed   and  debilitated  habit  of  body, 

exposed  continually  to  malaria,  having  also  undergone  during  her  preg- 
nancy, which  is  the  18th,  much  mental  anxiety,  bodily  fatigue  and  de- 
privation of  food,  was  taken  in  labor  on  8th  of  August,  at  10  o  clock. 
Her  previous  labors  had  been  severe  ;  she  had  suffered  at  various 
times  from  hemorrhage,  adherent  placenta  and  convulsions. 

For  six  weeks  she  had  been  unable  to  rise  from  her  bed  on  account  ot 
the  weicrht  of  the  pregnant  womb.  The  womb  was  pendulous,  the  ab- 
dominaf  parietes  extremely  flaccid  and  attenuated :  when  she  sat  up  in 
bed,  which  she  did  constantly,  though  unable  to  get  off  it,  the  womb  was 
observed  to  sink  deeplv  into  the  pelvis  :  the  pains  about  11  o  clock  came 
on  regularly  and  tolerably  strong.  On  the  first  examination  I  found  the 
waters  had'broken,  and  the  os  uteri  of  the  size  of  a  crown-piece  ;  vagma 
hot ;  the  labia  oedematous,  with  slight  oedema  about  the  os  uteri.  1  in- 
troduced repeatedly  pieces  of  unmelted  lard  to  cool  the  parts,  and  placed 
a  broad  bandage  round  the  abdomen,  and  waited  patiently,  ihe  pains 
continued  till  Tbout  12  or  1,  strong  and  good  ;  they  then  began  gradu- 
ally  to  flafs  and  became  weaker,  till  about  5  o'clock :  the  head  of  the 
child  was  "partially  protruded  through  the  os  uteri.  Hoping  from  the 
cessation  of  pains  she  might  obtain  some  sleep,  I  left  her.  About  7 
o'clock  I  was  ao-ain  summoned.  She  had  had  no  pains  since  1  had  left, 
but  was  taken  sick  ;  she  vomited  slightly,  and  as  she  attempted  to  sit  up 
in  bed  she  experienced  a  burning  heat  in  the  lower  part  of  the  body,  and 
found  she  had  no  power  over  one  of  her  limbs,  and  the  same  time  a 
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bloody,  grumous  discharge  escaped,  to  the  amount  of  seven  or  eight 
ounces,  fioin  the  vagina. 

1  found  her  breathing  rapidly  and  laboriously,  with  a  very  anxious 
expression  of  countenance:  pulse  very  rapid  and  weak.  I  repeated 
small  doses  of  cold  brandy  and  water,  and  ordered  the  preparation  ol 
mist.  via.  Gallici  to  be  got  ready  ;'  and  sent  for  my  friend,  Mr.  G.  Hoff- 
man, of  this  place. 

The  head  was  found  in  the  same  position  as  at  5  o'clock,  half  protrud- 
ing through  the  os  uteri. 

The  possibility  of  the  rupture  of  the  uterus  presented  itself  both  to  Mr. 
Hoffman  and  myself,  yet  the  non-receding  of  the  head,  and  the  absence 
of  all  uterine  pain  at  the  moment  of  the  seizure,  militated  against  it. 
We  examined  carefully  for  rupture  of  the  os  uteri,  but  could  find  none  : 
that  partial  separation  of  the  placenta  caused  the  discharge  seemed  un- 
likely, on  account  of  its  black  grumous  nature,  and  the  extreme  depres- 
sion of  the  patient;  and  the  great  anxiety,  too,  remained  by  that  diagno- 
sis unexplained  ;  the  impossibility  of  uterine  pains  being  re-established 
plainly  indicated  the  necessity  of  delivery  by  artificial  means.  We  call- 
ed in  the  aid  of  a  third  practitioner,  Mr.  Price,  who  concurring  in  the 
opinion,  and  the  mist.  vin.  Gall,  having  been  exhibited,  and  the  usual 
precautions  as  to  the  contents  of  the  bladder  and  rectum,  &ic.,  being  taken, 
I  proceeded  to  deliver. 

The  instruments  which  were  the  readiest  at  hand  were  a  pair  of  short 
and  straight  forceps ;  the  head  not  being  out  of  the  womb,  an  imperfect 
hold  only  was  obtained,  but  the  head  advanced  easily,  assisted  by  some 
uterine  pains.  After  the  head  was  in  the  vagina,  it,  however,  receded 
gradually  from  the  grasp  of  the  instruments.  In  attempting  to  re-apply 
them  the  head  glided  before  my  hand  into  the  womb,  and  even  receded 
within  the  os  uterus.  A  delay  of  twenty  minutes  occurred  before  the 
long  forceps  were  procured  :  the  head  was  then  so  moveable,  and  the 
womb  so  flaccid,  notwithstanding  attempts  to  fix  it  externally  by  pressure, 
that  it  was  found  that  turning  would  be  much  easier  to  accomplish : 
this  was  accordingly  done,  and  a  blackened  dead  child  extracted. 

A  rather  copious  discharge  of  dark  blood  followed  ;  the  placenta  was 
In  the  vagina,  and  easily  removed.  Endeavoring  to  pass  my  hand  into 
the  womb  to  ascertain  if  it  was  duly  contracted,  it  passed  into  what  at 
first  appeared  to  be  the  uncontracted  womb,  filled  with  large  coagula,  the 
parietes  being  so  thin  as  to  give  my  hand  the  sensation  to  Mr.  Hoffman, 
who  was  making  gentle  pressure  externally,  as  being  merely  covered 
with  a  glove.  I  felt  also  a  large  tumor,  which,  for  a  second,  appeared 
like  the  head  of  a  second  child,  but  passing  my  hand  down  I  found  it  to 
be  fixed,  and  in  fact  to  be  the  external  or  peritoneal  surface  of  the  con- 
tracted womb ;  my  hand  was,  therefore,  for  a  few  seconds,  in  the  peri- 
toneal cavity :  what  appeared  at  first  coagula,  were  the  intestines.  On 
withdrawing  the  hand  I  found  the  os  uteri  entire,  the  rupture  having  taken 
place  on  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina. 

We  placed  a  greased  plug  in  the   vagina,  secured  with  a  T  bandage, 
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and  administered  cordials ;  but  the  patient  sunk  about  two  and  a  half 
hours  afterwards,  remaining  perfectly  sensible  to  the  last. 

Ktamimtion,  twenty-four  Hours  after  De«M.-Great  emaciation  , 
copious  frothy  discbarge  from  mouth.  .       r  oo 

Abdominal  parietes  in  the  mesial  line  not  more  than  a  quarter  ot  an 
inch  in  thickness.  Abdominal  muscles  pale,  and  extremely  emaciated, 
scarcely  to  be  detected.  Peritoneum  highly  injected  (it  passed  over  lull 
five  inches  of  the  vagina  before  it  was  reflected  on  to  the  rectum).  Ute- 
rus contracted  and  empty:  natural,  except  in  its  peritoneal  coat.  Va- 
aina  blackened,  its  walls  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  thickness  ruptured 
foncritudinally  to  the  extent  of  four  or  five  inches ;  the  whde  of  posterior 
wall  sphacelated  ;  the  bladder  blackened  and  engorged.     Rectum  sound. 

Bemar]^:s.—\t  is  evident  that  the  state  of  the  vagina  was  produced 
previous  to  commencement  of  the  labor,  and  as  the  os  uten  was  sound,  I 
imacrine  it  took  place  by  a  kind  of  intussusception,  especially  as  the  rec- 
tunfdid  not  participate  in  the  sphacelation  ;  as  it  would  have  done  had  it 
been  from  pressure  of  the  head  or  womb.  That  it  did  not  lake  place 
during  ihe  labor  is  evident  from  the  same  cause,  and  from  the  short  dura- 
tion o°f  the  labor,  lasting  barely  seven  hours.  That  the  rupture  did  not 
take  place  by  the  instruments,  which  are  acknowledged  to  have  shpped, 
is  evident  to  my  own  mind  from  the  gradual  manner  in  which  the  head 
escaped  from  their  grasp ;  and  moreover,  the  rupture,  which  was  exten- 
sive, must  have  been  detected  by  the  other  practitioners,  as  well  as  my- 
self, who  made  an  examination  previous  to  sending  for  the  long  forceps  ; 
and  the  rupture,  if  made  by  forceps,  would  have  been  most  probably  in 
a  transverse  direction.  The  morbid  state  of  the  vagina  rendered  it  un- 
dilaiable,  crisp,  and  easily  liable  to  tear,  and  the  passage  of  the  child, 
which  was  large,  caused  the  rending  of  its  walls.  •      ,      r       u 

The  hurried  and  laborious  breathing  took  place  immediately  alter  the 
first  svmplom  of  the  rupture  :  was  this  occasioned  by  the  shut  sac  of  the 
peritoneum  having  burst,  and  therefore  moving  no  longer  as  one  body  up- 
wards against  the  diaphragm  by  the  action  of  the  abdominal  muscles. 
It  is  evident  that,  where  an  aperture  existed  in  the  peritoneum,  the  con- 
traction and  expansion  of  the  abdominal  parietes  would  merely  act  in  a 
manner  to  force  air  in  and  out  of  its  cavity,  and  the  sac  would  cease  to 
act  as  a  body  on  the  diaphragm.—Iionrfo/i  Medical  Gazette. 
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Minor  Surgery  *-hhns  always  appeared  to  us  a  singular  anomaly  in 
the  usual  course  of  medical  instruction   in   this   country,  that  whilst  dajs 


*  Minor  Surgery  :  or 
Illustrated  by  engravings 


Hints  on  the  every  day  duties  of  the  Surgeon.    By  Henry  H.  Smith,  M.D. 
"    Philadelpl»ia=  E.B:  Harrington  &G.D.na8well.    18mo.,  pp.  303.     1843. 
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are  spent  by  the  lecturer  in  demonstrating  the  operation  of  lithotomy, 
and  others  of  that  class,  which  few  are  called  upon  to  perform,  the  stu- 
dent is  left  to  inform  himself  as  he  can  upon  bleeding,  cupping,  leechin^ 
tooth-draAving,  bandaging,  &c.,  which  he  may  have  to  resort  to  almost 
daily  Ihe  work  before  us  is  an  attempt  to  supply  this  deficit;  and 
tiiough  It  does  not  give  all  promised  by  its  title,  it  gives  so  much  that  we 
are  in  want  of,  and  illustrates  it  so  well  by  the  numerous  and  expressive 
wood-cuts,  that  we  feel  loath  to  speak  of  its  defects  severely. 

Part  fourth,  of  the  minor  surgical  operations,  is  entirely  too  much  cur- 
tailed and  made  too  secondary.  It  would  be  well  to  replace  it  with  a 
modihcation  of  Malgaigne's  chapters  on  the  same  subject.  Under  the 
head  oaccttiahon  (as  an  instance  of  this  brevity)  no  mention  is  made  of 
the  use  of  pointed  quills,  so  convenient  and  so  efficient. 

In  the  section  devoted  to  fractures,  we  find  Amesbury's  expensive  and 
unnecessarily  complicated  contrivances  considered,  but  no  mention  of  Lis- 
ton  s  simple  and  complete  apparatus.  Now,  however,  both  of  these  are 
well  replaced  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  by  Raymond's  improved  appa- 
ratus;  and  also  by  Dr.  Livingston  Rowe's  splints,  which,  though  present- 
ing nothing  original  in  principle,  afl'ord  a  most  convenient,  efficacious  and 
cheap  means  of  dressing  fractured  limbs. 

To  Mayor's  system  of  handkerchief  bandages,  we  must  express  our  de- 
cided objections.  Upon  the  same  emergency  as  when  a  surgeon,  wantino- 
proper  material,  "makes  a  shift  with  a  shirt,"  a  handkerchief  bandage 
may  serve,  but  certainly  not  when  a  good  roller  is  at  hand.  The  aro-u- 
ments  m  favor  of  them  by  the  deviser  himself  seem  weak  in  the  extreme. 
As  an  instance,  he  says  they  do  not  cord  or  wrinkle,  and  yet  every  one  of 
his  own  plates,  of  which  the  wood-cuts  in  Dr.  Smith's  book  are  excellent 
copies,  show  wrinkles  innumerable.  He  says  that  they  are  more  con- 
venient when  It  IS  necessary  to  examine  a  portion  of  the  banda^red  sur- 
face ;  whereas,  to  do  this,  the  whole  handkerchief  has  to  be  removed, 
whilst  with  a  roller  any  number  of  turns  may  be  taken  ofT  without  dis- 
turbing the  remainder.  Upon  the  whole,  we  look  upon  Mayor's  system 
as  one  of  those  instances  too  common  in  our  profession,  in  which  a  per- 
son, otherwise  of  excellent  parts,  is  possessed  with  one  procrustean  idea, 
to  which  every  other  must  be  fitted. 

We  have  another  little  fault  to  find  with  Dr.  Smith— a  carelessness  in 
style,  and  an  unnecessary  use  of  French  words.  With  such  a  language 
as  ours,  why  go  elsewhere  for  what  we  have  so  readily  at  home  ? 

To  students  we  would  particularly  recommend  Dr.  Smith's  work;  and 
with  It  in  their  possession,  they  would  be  able  to  carry  out  to  great  ad- 
vantage the  advice  of  an  eminent  professor  of  a  neighboring  city—"  Pro- 
vide yourselves  each  with  half  a  dozen  rollers,  and  after  your  day's 
study  IS  over  just  before  going  to  bed,  amuse  yourselves  by  bandaging 
each  other.  It  is  the  only  way  to  acquire  an  art,  ignorantly  underrated, 
but  of  immense  importance  to  the  surgeon." 


Managenie7it  and  Diseases  of  Children*-.Th\s  is   a  second  American 
from  the  fourth  Dublin  edition,  of  a  treatise  of  R.  T.  Evanson,  M.D.  and 

*  A  Practical  Trentise  on  the  Management  and  Diseases  of  Children.     By  R.  T.  Evanson   M  n  nn,l 

Condie   m'd'   kl\T-  v,'i    .'"^rr"  \"'''.r„""  ''"""  '"«  <■""■•"'  ""•"*"  edition.  With  No  1  fci)?F 
Condie,  M.U.,  &c.  &c.    Philadelphia  :  E.  B.  Barrington  &  G.  D.  Haswell.    8vo.  ,..  368.     1843; 
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Henry  Maunsell,  M  D.,  "f  "^ch  nan^s  .he  laUe^i^  trZ^f,:^^ 

X'.' U  r,  U  be':i    Z    tdfo?  ;    Sine,  in  .he  United  S.a.es  Dr 
C  ,  of  Phld^lpbia,  has  given  i.  a  'hovm,gh  rev.,o„  an    m.roduced 

V,  ^K.o.-uatinns  as  in  h  s   udsment  were  obviously   necessary,      i  nai  ii 

"„;Xl?rl!:'i:r  chSJaror  .h^e^:X,ir.ha.%on  ou.  ,n  such  p.o  J. 
''"S/Tondie  ve'rTfairly  remarks,  .ha.  "we  consider  .he  work,  as  revised 

£:sr.ri:s^fc^^rd^.tiTrcts^^ 

SHdi^id-cts':^t?=d'rtrJhtzt^^ 

rhri:frrotfura£orne,.ec.of.h,e^na.or.,in^.^^^ 

a  :f  ifastr  tr-nrad:  kn::vr.rlhe  .edical  pubUc,  we  dare  no. 
Lhiiarcn  nas  ne  inlelligen.  pracilioner  in  .his  coun.ry  ;  s  lU, 

the'e  m  V  be  ose  u-h  do  not  own'a  copy-and  .o  such  .here  is  no.hing 
t^e\rnstsa,i„g;ve..h.ha..hevmay.^^ 

ru."i;:tr"d  .h"aU.  i7a  mtl-ath^ly^reflecion  .o  feel,  and  especially  .0 
Acknowledge  the  impotency  of  the  science  of  medicine  after  all  that  has 
been  sad  and  written  upon\he  diseases  of  children.  If  wecannot  always 
c^a  maladv,  we  certainlv  relieve  ourselves  of  a  vast  weight  o  responsi- 
S  tv  bTpursuing  the  besl  methods  taught  by  those  of  acknowledged  ex- 
bility  ^yP^ir^y^  -^      Xo   be  armed  for  contingencies,  no  practi- 

\-r^i:^^^^  ^^e  books  as  accessible  a^  this  which  give 
safe  instruction  in  the  management  of  the  diseases  of  childhood. 

Dublin  Practice  of  Mid^oifery*--Ankrnerkzr.  ^f  j^V^  jJ^^^^^^/^^^/f 
little  book,  with  notes  and  additions  by  C.  R.  G.lman,  M.D.,  ^^°t^^^J^  ^^ 
ObstetrTcs   &c  ,  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  seems  to  have 
beetpr  "k^t^^^^  past  year,  bSt  not  published.  It  has  recently  been  publishe^, 
technicallv  considered,  bv  our   spirited,  enterprising   fnends,  J.   &  »•  ^• 
Ll7e7l(TZ%or^^  'Without  being  particularly  distinguished  for  any 
orfhm'g  or  suggestion,  not  common  to  all  other  ^f  ^  upon  nud^fe^^^^ 
is  vet  a  desirable  manual  to  have  at  one's  command,      ihere  is  mucn  use 
ru?Tnformat-:^n  in  a  compact  form,  and  it  would  P-ve  essential  y  convene 
ent  for  all  young  practitioners  or  medical  students.     Dr.  C^'''"^"  ^;/ J;;-, 
ceVt  man,  who  never  would  have  put  his  name  to  this  or  any   other  Nvork 
which  had  not  his  entire  approbation.     The   chapter  on   pregnancy  was 
whollywritten  by  the  American  editor,  who  seems  to  have  had  m  view  a 
portable  text  book  for  medical  students. 

Oliver^s  Physiology.-^lessrs.  Ticknor  &  C°-' ^f  ;^^|,P"^l'f;;:'Sv^^ 
issue  a  new  and  admirably-executed  edition  of  the  late  Dr.  Ohvei^^^ 

.  T.e  Dubli,.  Practice  of  Midwifery.     By  "-V  ^J-^'La  •''i2.«;;' p.^sT  '"'  ^''"''"  ''  ""' 
E.  Oilman,  M.D.,  &c.     New  York  :  J.  &  H.  G.  Langley.     1813.     l^ino.  p.  ^^ 
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mem'/h^vjf '°=^'.^^'  A^'l  '°"'"'"  °^  "  ^^^  ^^y-^-     Neither  notes  or  com- 

?rorigiLi  ;z""''^'"'  ^"'°"''  ^'^^ "  "^"'^^^  "^  ^^^--^ '°  -^-- 

Sc/^oo^  PAy5zWo-y._Messrs.  Fowle   &   Capen   are  expecting  to  «»end 

Se   Wpr'^rT'L  '  "rri^",  physiology,  oxprLly  design^ed    o^be  or.;  of 
the   series   of  books   called   the    School  Library.     Dr   J   F    W   Lane    of 

adrnc;"  "  ""'"■"''^''  "   P"P^^'"^  ^'-^^^^'^  ^^  ^  recoolmendaS  in 

^^^erican  Medical  Books  in  England.-Enierprise  is  the  o'rder  of  the 
day.  It  ,s  very  encouraging  that  American  manufactured  goods  yield  a 
fair  profit  in   a  London   market.     The  idea  of  sending  medical  books  bv 

tion.  rhey  exci  e  curiosity,  and  are  sure  of  meeting  with  all  the  encou- 
ragement they  deserve.  Dr.  Gross's  beautiful  work  on  Pa  holodcal 
Anatomy,  will  be  valued  by  the   profession    of  England.     It  is  fervl^v 

::i:^!estttdit:£rto  ou^co^n"^:  ^-^  '''''''''^-'  ^-^-^-'  ^'^ 

7W«;,«^y^jc  £^«„^/,^,,._After  an  interregnum  of  many  months,  Dr. 
Ap  1  to  A^usf 'lS4f 'VT  '^''  appearance-embracing  the  time  from 
ttt   rplid^  A       ,  ^'f,  ^^-  '""^^"'"  '^^^•■''^'  excellent  articles  that 

might  relish  exceedmgly  well  on  an  allopathic  stomach.  It  is  one  re- 
commendation of  the  Examiner,  of  late,  that  it  details  cases,  and  thus 
proves  posu.ons  which  could  not  be  accomplished  so  satisf^toriiy  in 
any  other  way.  Some  extraordinary  symptoms  resulting  from  the  acci- 
dental poisonmg  by  nux  vomica,  in  a  boy,  may  be  read  with  profit.  It  is 
a  pity  that  the  final  result  was  not  stated.  We  neither  knmv  whether 
he  lived  or  died  ;  or  whether  any  efl^ort  was  made  to  save  him,  althouo-h 
a  minute  chronicle  is  made  out  of  every  appearance,  and  the  character°of 
each  successive  paroxysm. 


Extraordinary  Experiments  in  Neurology.— Some  thinking  men  haz- 
arded  the  opmion,  not  long  ago,  that  animal  magnetism,  under  the  new 
name  of  Neurology,  had  died  a  natural  death.  Not  so,  however  The 
Louisville  Journal  has  three  tall  columns  under  the  above  attractive  cap- 
tion. It  appears  that  the  discoverer  of  this  new  crinkum  crankum  has 
visited  the  University  of  Indiana,  and  the  faculty  were  in  the  rio-ht  state 
for  believing.  This  is  as  it  should  be  :  somebody  must  be  converted  to 
the  doctrine,  or  the  science  would  go  begging— as  most  of  the  professors 
of  animal  magnetism  do  in  this  region.  A  very  little  severe  persecution 
would  give  momentum  to  this  business.  There  is  no  hope  for  it  unless 
some  one  steps  out  boldly  and  declares  it  a  gross  imposition— beneath  the 
notice  of  gentlemen.  Something  of  that  sort  would  give  it  an  admira- 
ble  start. 
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HomcEopatkic  Challeyige. — Professor  Reese  gave  the  following  challenge 
to  the  homcBopathists,  in  his  last  introductory  lecture  before  the  Washing- 
ton University  of  Baltimore,  and  repeated  it  at  the  spring  session  of  Cas- 
tleton  Medical  College,  Vermont.  Great  publicity  has  been  given  to  it 
already,  but  it  is  needless  to  say  that  none  of  the  sect  have  dared  to  sub- 
mit their  practice  to  this  unexceptionable  and  conclusive  test.  We  hope 
to  hear  no  more  about  the  honest  and  conscientious  practitioners  of  this  sys- 
tem, for  it  is  an  insult  to  the  profession  and  the  public  after  shrinking 
from  the  experimentum  crucis  here  proposed.  The  following  is  the  ex- 
tract from  Dr.  Reese's  lecture  : 

"  We  are  perpetually  told  that  ridicule  is  no  test  for  truth,  and  that  in- 
stead of  laughing  at  the  infinitesimal  doses,  we  are  bound  to  try  them. 
But  on  whom  shall  we  try  them  ?  Not  on  homceopalhic  doctors,  for 
when  they  are  sick,  they  always  find  some  good-natured  allopathic  friend, 
who  can  use  the  lancet  and  give  calomel,  when  these  remedies  are  indi- 
cated ;  and  we  speak  as  a  witness,  that  they  do  not  rely  on  homoeopathic 
treatment,  when  they  or  their  families  suffer  from  acute  diseases.  They 
wisely  try  their  experiments  upon  other  people,  and  other  people's  child- 
ren, not  upon  their  own  persons  or  families. 

"  But  shall  we  try  them  upon  our  patients  in  diseases  endangering  life  ? 
This  we  dare  not  do,  even  with  their  consent,  in  view  of  our  responsi- 
bility to  a  higher  tribunal,  though  we  might  escape  the  penalty  of  homi- 
cide, because  of  the  imperfection  of  human  jurisprudence. 

"  But  are  we  urged  to  try  them  on  our  own  persons  in  health?  To  this 
we  reply  that  many  of  us  have  done  so  in  multiplied  instances.  And  in 
proof  of  the  sincerity  of  our  convictions,  and  as  a  conclusive  test  of  the 
utter  inertness  of  any  drug  when  homoeopathically  prepared,  w^e  chal- 
lenge the  following  conclusive  experiment.  We  are  ready  to  submit  our 
own  persons  to  the  ordeal  of  swallowing  five  hundred  of  these  infinitesi- 
mal doses  at  once,  not  of  any  one  drug,  but  of  any  five  hundred  drugs 
thus  reduced,  and  repeat  the  potion  every  five  minutes  during  our  waking 
hours  for  a  month,  if  need  be.  They  may  include  among  the  drugs  thus 
prepared,  not  merely  silex,  charcoal,  sulphur,  aconite,  belladonna,  and 
their  ordinary  medicines,  but  prussic  acid,  aqua  for  lis,  rafs  bane,  fliiit  and 
steel,  thunder  and  lightning,  fire  and  brimstone  !  and  w^e  will  take  them 
all.  And  if  any  one  of  their  "  drug-sicknesses  "  is  produced  in  our  own 
persons  by  this  fiery  ordeal,  or  any  other  morbid  effect  whatever  percepti- 
ble to  the  most  acute  among  the  sect,  we  will  renounce  the  institutes  of 
rational  medicine  and  henceforth  teach  and  practice  the  transcendental 
mysticism  of  homoeopathy  upon  ourselves  and  others.  This  is  the  only 
experimental  test  to  w^hich  in  honor  and  conscience  we  can  submit,  and 
we  propose  it  if  haply  w^e  may  open  the  eyes  of  any  who  are  honestly  the 
victims  of  this  egregious  folly." 


Complicated  Wound. — Mr.  M.  W.  Symonds,  of  Watertown,New  York, 
was  thrown  from  a  carriage  in  consequence  of  a  sudden  fright  of  his 
horse,  with  such  violence  as  to  produce  a  fracture  of  the  left  leg  near 
the  ankle-joint,  and  dislocation  of  the  joint.  The  foot  was  carried  late- 
rally inwards,  and  all  its  bones  nearly  separated  from  the  lower  extremi- 
ties of  the  two  bones  of  the  leg,  and  the  soft  parts  covering  the  joint  en- 
tirely opened.     The  inner  and  outer  malleolus  were  both  broken  off,  and 
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the  inner  one  was  so  much  detached  that  it  became  necessary  to  remove 
it  entirely.  Dr.  Trowbridge  was  immediately  in  attendance,  and  soon  re- 
duced the  shattered  parts  to  their  original  position.  He  hopes  that  the 
limb  may  be  saved. 


Scientific  Boots. — Amongst  other  extraordinary  inventions,  a  certain 
Mr.  Barrier,  of  London,  has  taken  out  a  patent  for  making  accelleropasdic 
boots,  which  are  noiseless,  and  are  admirable  for  gentlemen  having  corns, 
gout  and  other  affections  of  the  feet.  From  the  description,  it  appears 
they  are  very  soft,  pliable,  and  the  soles  attached  to  springs,  which  give 
an  agreeable  sensation.  The  world  is  already  too  full  of  such  inventions, 
which  are  a  prodigious  tax  upon  the  resources  of  all  grades  of  invalids. 


Massachusetts  Homceopatkic  Fraternity. — An  association  of  the  homos- 
opathic  practitioners  of  Boston  and  the  neighboring  towns,  has  been  form- 
ed— holding  monthly  meetings  in  this  city.  J.  F.  Flagg,  M.D.,  of  Bos- 
ton, President;  C.  M.  Weld,  M.D.,  of  Roxbury,  Secretary. 


Postage. — It  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  letters  not  post-paid, 
may  never  reach  the  editor.  A  rule  must  be  followed  in  this  matter,  re- 
gardless of  all  intimacy  or  friendships.  We  are  not  able  to  bear  the  great 
expense  imposed  upon  us,  individually,  by  paying  postage  on  letters  of 
business  wholly  belonging  to  the  interest  of  the  writer.  Letters  thus  sent, 
if  of  consequence  to  those  who  send  them,  may  be  found  at  the  General 
Post-office,  Washington. 


Glaucoma. — The  pathological  conditions  in  glaucoma  were  shown,  in 
1830,  by  Dr.  Mackenzie,  of  Glasgow,  to  consist  in  a  change  of  color  of 
the  choroid  coal  to  a  light  brown,  the  absence  of  pigraentum  nigrum,  the 
vitreous  humor  being  fluid,  perfectly  pellucid,  colorless,  or  slightly  yellow  , 
no  traces  of  the  hyaloid  membrane  ;  the  lens  of  a  yellow  or  amber  color, 
especially  towards  its  centre,  firm  and  transparent  ;  no  trace  of  limbus  lu- 
teus  or  foramen  centrale  in  the  retina.  He  attributes  the  absorption  of  the 
choroid  pigment,  the  insensibility  of  the  retina,  and  even  in  part  the  glau- 
comatous change  of  the  lens,  to  the  pressure  of  a  superabundant  vitreous 
fluid.  The  late  Mr.  Tyrrell  was  of  opinion,  that  the  morbid  action  was 
first  set  up  in  the  retina,  and  thence  spread  to  the  hyaloid  membrane  and 
the  lens,  while  a  still  more  recent  writer.  Dr.  Sichel,  considers  that  inflam- 
mation of  the  choroid  coat  is  the  cause  of  glaucoma. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  lady  recently  died  of  hydrophobia,  who  had 
been  bitten  in  the  foot  by  a  cat  some  months  before. — Deaths  in  Belgium 
in  1841, 102,618;  births,  143,660;  marriages,  23,963.— Messrs.  Danger  & 
Flandin,  of  Paris,  are  pursuing  toxicological  researches  with  extraordina- 
ry enthusiasm.  For  nine  months  they  daily  poisoned  a  dog  with  copper, 
but  were  never  able  to  detect  any  evidence  of  the  metal  in  the  urine — the 
renal  apparatus  appearing  impenetrable  to  it. — This  day  is  the  anniversary 
meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Vermont,  at  Montpelier. — Dr.  Sprague, 
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of  Michicran,  relates  that  a  youn<-  lady  was  suspected  of  pregnancy,  the 
abdomen  bein<r  considerably  enlarged.  She  was  harshly  treated  by  her 
parents,  and  a  physician  unfortunately  sustained  their  views.  Disease 
and  ill-treatment  soon  terminated  her  life.  A  post-mortem  xevez.\eA.  nu- 
merous  lar^e  tumors,  but  no  foetus.— Through  the  Medica  News  it  is  an- 
nounced that  the  Faculty  of  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  have  had 
a  disagreement  and  all  resigned.— Medical  lectures  will  commence  in 
Boston  the  first  Wednesday,  and  in  Philadelphia  the  first  Monday  ot  No- 
vember.—The  mortality  from  phthisis  in  the  whole  civil  population  ot 
Algiers,  is  1  in  20;  am'ong  the  Europeans  there,  1  in  15;  among  the 
Tu'rks,  1  in  55.— The  medical  students  of  France  have  petitioned  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  for  the  suppression  of  the  institution  of  officiers  de 
sanie.-A  tourist  informs  a  certain  class  of  European  gentry,  that  they 
may,  through  his  assistance,  obtain  a  degree  of  M.D.  from  a  celebrated 
Continental  university,  without  absence  from  home,  for  .£36.— D.  tiancis^ 
Bacon,  M.D.  is  the  author  of  Wanderings  on  the  Seas  and  Shores  ot 
Africa.  Why  is  it  not  on  sale  in  Boston  ?— The  yellow  fever  at  New  Or- 
leans has  assumed  a  more  active  and  destructive  character  of  late.  Strang- 
ers are  warned  to  keep  away  from  the  city  at  present. 


To  CoRRFSPovnENTS.— Dr.  Turner's  remarks  on  Asthma  caused  by  Ipecacu- 
anha, Dr.  Ellsworth's  case  of  Tetanus,  Dr.  vSlack  on  Sympathy,  and  an  article  on 
Phrenology  and  Mesmerism,  have  been  received. 


AUrrikd.— .At  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Benj.  E.  Getting,  of  Roxbury  Mass.,  to 
Miss  C.  G.  Sayer.— In  Woodstock,  Conn.,  Safford  Eddy  Hale,  M.D.,  of  Ehzabeth- 
town,  N.  Y.,  to  .Miss  Elizabeth  Churchill. 


Died,— In  Randolph,  Jonathan  Wales,  M  D.,    65.— In  Wilton,  N.  H.,  Dr.  Jeof- 
fard  E.  Goldsmith,  late  of  Rindge,  N.  H.,  26. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  14,  40.-Males,  20-Females  20     Sullborn,  3. 

Of  consumption,  5-tvphus  fever,  3-infantile,  5-cramp  in  the  stomach,  l-cholera  infantum,  3- 
canLr  T-Td  a^e^-sudden,  1-lung  fever,  1-dropsy  in  the  head,  1-inflammation  ol  'he  bowels, 
^-infl^mmation'of  the  stomach,  1-hooping  cough,  2-dysentery,  l_scarlet  fever,  l-bts  1-cancer, 
2-Uver  complaint,  1-teeihing,   1-insanity,  1-bowel  complaint,  1-croup,  1-Uecline,  1. 

Under  5  years,  22-between  5  and  20  years,  2-between  20  and  69  years,  12-over  60  years,  4. 
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Kept  at  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Worctster,Mass.  Lat.  42°  15'  49".  Elevation  482  ft 
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September  has  been  a  pleasant  month, 
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warm,  with  much  fair  weather  and  little  rain— a  fine  season 
saturated  with  water  by  the  rains  of  the  previous  months. 
66— Barometer,   from  29.18  to  29.87.    Bain  fell  1.25  inch. 
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The  last  Importation  of  Transatlantic  Quackery,  reshipped  for  Eng- 
land, ivith  the  us7ial  allowance  of  "■  draiv -back." — ')^\\e  famous,  or  more 
properly,  the  infamous  Monsieur  Mallan,  of  mineral  paste  notoriety,  the 
worthy  successor  of  the  Messieurs  Crawcour,  has  recently  taken  French 
leave  of  his  tailor,  his  shoemaker,  his  upholsterer,  his  printers,  "  et  id 
o7nne  genus,'"  who  have  allowed  him  to  run  up  bills  without  footing  them, 
during  the  past  two  years  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  profession  throughout  the  country  are  indebted  to  some  of  their 
enterprising  brethren  of  that  city,  for  having  made  such  an  expose  of  the 
mal-practices  of  this  consummate  quack,  as  to  induce  the  good  people  of 
New  York  to  be  on  their  guard  in  relation  to  employing  a  foreign  moun- 
tebank, instead  of  the  honorable  members  of  the  denial  profession  who  are 
located  among  them. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  most  of  our  subscribers,  that  a  circular  was 
forwarded  to  them  about  two  years  ago,  containing  extracts  from  English 
journals,  together  with  affidavits  taken  in  New  York,  with  respect  to  the 
practices  and  professions  of  the  individual  named  above.  Such  was  the 
efTect  of  this  circular  as  to  prevent  the  empirical  vagabond  from  gaining  a 
footing  in  any  other  place  than  New  York,  where  he  was  reduced  to  the 
alternative  of  either  flight  or  starvation. 

Such  is  the  salutary  effect  of  associated  effort  in  suppressing  imposition 
in  dental  practice.  We  hope  our  brethren  in  all  parts  of  the  country  will 
exhibit  equal  enterprise,  in  every  similar  case,  to  the  end  that  the  empi- 
ricals  of  the  old  world  may  learn  to  expect  no  success  in  the  new.  The 
editors  of  some  of  the  London  Journals  deserve  our  thanks  for  warning 
the  American  public  of  the  approach  of  the  above-named  charlatan  to  our 
shores ;  and  we  hereby  reciprocate  the  favor  by  informing  them  that  he 
has  lately  returned  to  their  island. — Journal  of  Dental  Science. 


Dr.  B.  Randolph  Robinson,  graduate  of  the  Baltimore  College  of  Den- 
tal Surgery,  intends  taking  passage  on  board  the  barque  Louisa,  which  is 
to  sail  in  a  few  days  for  Valparaiso,  South  America,  which  place  he  pro- 
poses to  make  the  future  field  of  his  professional  labor.  Few  men  have 
enjoyed  more  ample  opportunities  for  thoroughly  qualifying  themselves 
for  the  profession  of  dental  surgery  than  he  has  done,  and  few,  if  any, 
have  profited  more  by  them.  And  uniting,  as  Dr.  R.  does,  to  eminent 
professional  abilities,  the  courteous,  honorable  and  high-minded  gentleman, 
he  could  hardly  fail  any  where  to  win  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  an 
enlightened  and  discriminating  public.  In  leaving  the  circle  of  his 
friends  and  the  scenes  of  his  home  and  youth,  to  take  up  his  abode  among 
strangers  and  in  a  far  distant  country,  he  carries  with  him  our  best  wishes 
for  his  future  happiness  and  success. — lb. 


New  Books  in  Londo7i. — Lectures  on  Polarized  Light,  delivered  before 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  in  the  Medical  School  of  the  London 
Hospital.  —  Elements  of  Natural  Philosophy  ;  being  an  experimental  in- 
troduction to  the  Physical  Sciences,  with  numerous  engravings  on  wood. 
By  Golding  Bird,  M.D.  F.L.S.  F.G.S.,  assistant  physician  to  Guy's  Hos- 
pital.— A  Manual  of  Chemistry  :  with  numerous  engravings  on  wood.  By 
G.  Fowncs,  Ph.D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
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ASTIfMA   CAUSED   BY   IPECACUANHA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  the  last  ISo.  of  the  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Siirirery, 
I  notice  a  communication  by  Dr.  Robertson,  of  Nashville,  entitled 
"  Singular  Effects  of  Ipecacuanha,"  illustrated  by  the  writer's  own  case. 
Having  been  myself  a  sufferer  from  these  "  singular  effects,"  I  take 
the  liberty  to  send  you  the  results  of  my  experience  and  observation  on 
the  subject,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  the  matter  may 
be  established,  and  with  a  hope  that  it  may  aid  in  preventing  my  medical 
brethren  from  suffering  or  inflicting  on  others  a  similar  misfortune.  I 
have  delayed  the  publication  for  years,  for  no  other  reason,  that  I  am 
aware,  than  that  no  man  willingly  calls  up  or  dwells  upon  painful  scenes. 
Ntiv  York,  Oct.,  1843.  Yours,  &c.       Uriah  Turner,  M.D. 

I  inherited  from  my  mother's  family,  with  a  slender  constitution,  a 
strongly-marked  nervous  temperament ;  and  with  advancing  years,  dys- 
pepsia, with  its  long  train  of  attendants,  developed  itself,  but  without  any 
disorder  of  the  respiratory  organs  until  my  25th  year. 

Late  in  tlie  autumn  of  1822,  while  attending  medical  lectures,  I  was 
seized,  after  a  night  of  exposure,  with  a  pretty  severe  pneumonia,  which 
confined  me  about  two  weeks.  Under  the  care  of  the  venerable  Profes- 
sor Nathan  Smith,  I  was  treated  principally  with  antimonials,  bleeding 
being  deemed  unnecessary  ;  and  after  my  recovery,  which  was  rapid,  my 
health  continued  as  formerly,  until  the  spring  following,  when  I  commenc- 
ed the  practice  of  medicine  in  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  During  the  spring 
and  summer  I  had  repeated  and  severe  attacks  of  spasmodic  asthma  ; 
arising,  as  I  then  supposed,  from  the  exposure  incident  to  my  employ- 
ment, acting  on  my  lungs,  rendered  susceptible  by  the  previous  pneu- 
monic attack.  The  paroxysms  usually  came  on  suddenly,  preceded  by 
tickling  in  the  nostrils,  and  sneezing,  and  continued  from  three  days  to 
three  weeks,  during  which  I  was  unable  to  remain  in  a  recumbent  posi- 
tion. During  a  paroxysm,  the  dyspeptic  symptoms  were  usually  miti- 
gated considerably. 

In  the  autumn  following,  more  than  six  months  from  the  first  attack,  I 
was  led  for  the  first  time,  by  mere  accident,  to  attribute  these  asthmatic 
13 
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paroxysms  to  the  irritating  pro|)erties  of  ipecac,  when  inhaled,  having 
never  read  or  heard  of  anything  to  guide  my  investigations.  I  was  in 
the  liabit  of  using  ipecacuanha  freely  in  my  practice,  both  alone  and  in 
combination,  which,  like  most  country  practitioners,  I  carried  with  me 
and  dealt  out  at  the  bed-side.  Having  occasion,  during  a  violent  storm, 
to  visit  a  patient  who  could  not  afford  the  light  of  a  candle,  1  was  obliged 
to  make  use  of  the  floor  for  a  table,  and  the  "  fire  fair  blazing  "  for  a 
lamp,  and  in  the  course  of  this  awkward  operation,  a  large  paper  of  ipe- 
cac, was  broken  open,  and  scattered  freely  through  the  room.  Afier  the 
usual  preliminaries  of  sneezing,  &ic.,  1  found  myself  laboring  under  an 
unusually  severe  paroxysm  of  asthma,  which,  as  formerly,  I  attributed  to 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  ;  but  while  pursuing  n)y  lonely  way  home- 
ward, amid  the  pelting  of  the  storm,  leaning  forward  in  the  carriage  in 
order  to  breathe,  and  obliged  to  trust  my  horse  to  his  own  discretion,  I 
became  suddenly  sensible  of  smelling  and  tasting  ipecac,  with  a  slight  de- 
gree of  nausea,  and  before  1  i cached  my  residence,  the  truth  flashed 
across  my  mind  that  all  my  sufferings  might  have  been  caused  by  this 
drug.  My  attention  once  properly  directed,  1  soon  established  the  fad 
beyond  all  doubt  by  actual  and  painful  experiment.  Yet  so  new  and 
singular  was  the  fact,  that  it  was  a  long  period  before  I  could  convince 
myself  that  even  a  single  grain  floating  in  the  atmosphere  of  an  ordinary 
loom,  was  capable  of  inducing  a  violent  paroxysm  of-  asthma,  continu- 
ing weeks,  preventing  a  recumbent  position,  reducing  the  strength  as 
rapidly  as  an  ordinary  fever,  and  only  terminating  by  cough  and  expecto- 
ration. Ipecacuanha  being  so  constantly  required  in  practice,  I  attempt- 
ed every  means  to  handle  it  with  safety — using  extreme  care,  covering 
my  mouth,  &.c.  ;  but  with  all  these  precautions,  accident  or  haste  render- 
ed them  not  unfrequently  unavailing.  A  bit  of  paper  in  which  a  Dover's 
powder  had  been  wrapped,  stepping  into  a  physician's  office,  or  even 
coming  in  contact  with  his  clothing,  might  and  often  did  cause  a  parox- 
ysm sufficient  to  arrest  me  in  the  midst  of  my  business,  and  to  render 
my  services  at  all  times  precarious  ;  although  for  years  1  kept  the  article 
in  a  separate  closet,  and  in  no  case  presumed  to  handle  it  myself. 

Such  are  some  of  the  effects  of  inhaling  the  powder  of  ipecacuanha — 
one  of  our  mildest  and  most  useful  remedies — effects  essentially  diffnrent 
from  that  of  any  other  article  witli  which  I  have  ever  come  in  contact. 
The  fumes  of  burning  sulphur  often  produce  a  sudden  dyspncjea,  but  it 
continues  only  for  a  few  minutes,  and  in  severity  bears  no  comparison  to 
that  resulting  from  epecac. 

But  like  Dr.  R.,  I,  too,  have  suffered  the  horrors  of  taking  an  ipecac, 
emetic — the  recollection  of  which,  at  \\  distance  of  almost  twenty  years, 
thrills  through  my  nerves  like  some  hideous  and  long-remembered  dream. 
These  effects,  however,  differed  in  some  essential  particulars  from  those 
described  by  Dr.  R.,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  182.5, 1  took  half  a  drachm  of  powdered  ipecac, 
root,  in  tepid  water,  taking  the  precaution  to  have  it  weighed  and  mixed 
in  a  part  of  the  house  remote  from  my  own  room,  not  dreaming  that  any 
other  form  than  dry  powder  would   effect  my  breathing.     Sad  mistake  ! 
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showing  conclusively  that  the  peculiar  deleterious  effect  of  this  drug  de- 
.pends  on  an  idiosyncrasy,  and  is  in  no  way  related  to  that  usually  pro- 
duced on  asthni;itics  hy  dust,  feHthers,  &,c.  To  proceed.  In  about  the 
usual  time  for  an  emt-tic  to  operate,  there  seemed  to  be  a  siniulianeous 
effort  to  breathe,  cough  and  vomit,  while  neither  of  these  functions  was 
performed  in  any  degree  of  perfection — producing  a  state  of  suffering  to- 
tally indescribable  by  words.  The  peculiar  burning  sensation  mentioned 
by  Dr.  R.  is  not  so  distinctly  recollected,  but  the  whole  muscles  of  the 
chest  and  abdomen  seemed  in  a  state  of  violent  irregular  spasm — every 
efibrt  to  vomit  being  interrupted  by  an  attempt  to  cough  ;  and  notwith- 
standing a  cold  March  wind  was  blowing,  it  became  necessary  to  open 
the  windows  and  support  me  in  an  erect  position  for  nearly  an  hour,  to 
prevent  immediate  suffocation — an  event  momentarily  expected  by  my- 
self and  friends.  At  the  end  of  about  an  hour,  without  any  previous 
mitigation  of  symptoms,  I  was  almost  instantaneously  and  completely  re- 
lieved, and  at  my  own  request  was  laid  upon  the  bed.  My  breathing  was 
fiee  and  natural,  attended,  however,  with  extreme  weakness;  at  the  same 
time  a  burning  beat  was  diffused  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  which, 
on  examination,  was  found  to  proceed  from  a  kind  of  erysipelatous  erup- 
tion covering  every  portion,  similar  to  what  is  seen  after  exposing  the 
naked  skin  to  a  burning  sun.  The  patches  were  circular,  and  varied 
from  tlie  size  of  a  sixpence  to  that  of  the  palm  of  the  hand — considera- 
bly elevated,  with  thick  rounded  edges,  and  of  a  fiery  color.  Yet  so 
much  greater  had  been  the  previous  suffering,  that  the  burning  did  not 
prevent  me  from  soon  falliuL:  into  a  profound  sleep,  which  lasted  imtil 
morning  ;  and.  what  is  remarkable,  there  was  no  return  ol'  the  astlimatic 
symptoms  ;  whereas,  in  every  other  instance  where  they  were  brought 
on  bv  ipecac,  thev  have  continued  several  days  at  the  least — thus  render- 
ing it  almost  certain  that  suffocation  was  prevented  by  one  of  those  nu- 
merous resources  which  Nature,  or,  to  speak  as  a  Christian  philosopher, 
Nature's  God,  has  always  at  hand  when  the  puny  art  of  man  has  failed. 

In  several  subsequent  years  I  experienced  numerous  attacks  without 
always  being  able  to  trace  them  to  any  specific  cause.  On  two  occa- 
sions I  took  a  single  laxative  pill,  without  being  aware  that  each  o(  them 
contained  about  a  grain  of  ipecac.  ;  yet  in  both  instances,  after  an  interval 
of  eight  or  ten  hours,  a  severe  paroxvsm  of  asthma  followed  their  exhi- 
bition, and  continued  several  days.  In  both  cases  the  pill  was  taken  on 
going  to  bed,  rendering  it  impossible  to  attribute  the  result  to  any  other 
cause. 

With  respect  to  remedies,  a  large  dose  of  morphine  or  chloric  ether 
taken  at  the  commencement  of  a  paroxysm,  appeared  to  mitigate  the 
symptoms.  Smoking  tobacco  freely  had  a  similar  effect,  while  smoking 
the  stramonium  root  seemed  rather  injurious.  Lobelia,  in  form  of  tinc- 
ture, produced  an  irritation  somewhat  like  ipecac. 

1  suffered  two  attacks  from  exposure  tc  ipecac,  of  such  unusual  vio- 
lence as  to  deserve  notice.  Instead  of  the  ordinary  wheezing,  the  mus- 
cles of  respiration  seemed  tetanically  convulsed,  producing  a  condition 
not  unlike  what  is  denominated    "  holdinu  the  breath,"   with  sliii,ht  siii,hs 
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or  catches  at  intervals  barely  sufficient  to  keep  the  wiicels  of  life  from 
ceasing  altogether.  In  tlie  first  instance  relief  was  obtained  by  swallow- 
ing two  drachms  of  eth.  sidph.,  leaving  instead  a  singular  but  pleasing 
mental  excitement.  In  the  otiier,  where  the  interrupted  breathing  had 
continued  fearfully  long,  and  where  swallowing  was  im[)0ssible,  inhaling 
the  fumes  of  burning  paper  previously  saturated  with  nilras  potass,  alle- 
viated the  symptoms  almost  instantaneously.* 

Such  are  the  brief  outlines  of  my  own  case,  which  1  have  reason  to 
believe  will  be  new  to  a  majority  of  the  profession ;  but  my  attention 
having  been  much  directed  to  the  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that 
four  other  cases  of  a  similar  character  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  ren- 
dering it  probable  that  strict  observation  will  discover  many  others,  who 
may  have  suffered  without  knowing  the  cause.  With  two  of  the  persons 
alluded  to,  wives  of  physicians,  1  am  intimately  acquainted,  and  am  in- 
formed by  them,  that  so  far  as  they  believe,  they  have  never  suffered  asth- 
ma from  any  other  cause  than  ipecacuanha,  either  inhaled  or  taken  as  an 
emetic — the  latter  producing  most  violent  effects  on  the  respiratory  organs. 
The  subjects  of  the  two  other  cases  were  physicians,  from  whose  medical 
friends  I  received  tlie  account. 

From  a  long  and  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  above 
detailed,  1  have  derived  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  That  in  my  own  case  the  susceptibility  to  the  irritating  qualities  of 
ipecacuanha  was  entirely  created  by  the  pneumonic  attack — an  opinion 
which  derives  strength  from  the  fact  that  while  a  student  I  was  in  the 
daily  habit  of  handling  it  freely. 

2.  That  no  asthmatic  symptoms  would  have  followed  the  pneumonia, 
had  I  not  been  exposed  to  this  powerful  agent.     But  that, 

3d.  The  habit  once  established,  and  the  lungs  having  taken  on  the 
asthmatic  action,  the  ordinary  exciting  causes  of  the  disease,  cold,  watch- 
fulness, he,  had  the  power  of  prolonging,  and  ultimately  of  inducing  it. 

4.  That  all  asthmatics  are  liable  to  suffer  from  coming  in  contact  with, 
or  in  any  way  using,  ipecac.  Hence  physicians  cannot  be  too  cautious 
how  they  prescribe  it  for  patients  having  the  least  tendency  to  asthma,  as 
distressino-  and  even  fatal  eHecls  may  follow  its  administration. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

DkarSir, — Perhaps  you  may  think  the  following  case  of  sufficient  in- 
terest to  merit  a  place  in  your  Journal  ;  if  so,  it  is  at  your  disposal. 
Hartford,  Ct.,  October  5th,  1843.  With  great  respect,  yours, 

P.  W.  Ellsworth. 


*Tliis  remedy  was  communicated  to  me  by  the  late  venerable  President  Harris,  ofCoIumbia  College, 
■vvUn  informed  me  that  through  a  long  lile  he  liad  been  unable  to  sleep  witliont  filling  his  room  with 
this  vapor ;  and  there  are  many  aslhniatics  to  whom  I  have  recommended  it,  who  derive  great  bene- 
lil  from  smoking  or  burning  il  in  iheir  sleeping  apartments. 
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Early  in  May,  Mrs.  C.  H.,  of  this  city,  consulted  me,  having,  while 
washing,  thrust  a  pin  deep  into  the  palm,  ft  had  entered  ohliquely  near 
the  carpal  end  of  the  thumb  line,  at  the  base  of  the  thenar  eminence,  at 
the  point  where  the  median  nerve  gives  off  its  branches  to  the  thumb. 
Tlie  pain  was  extremely  severe  at  the  time,  and  continued  so  at  intervals 
for  several  weeks,  exacerbations  being  excited  by  imprudence  on  her 
part.  On  the  2lsl  of  May,  the  neck  began  to  feel  stiff;  during  the  en- 
suing night  tetanus  was  well  developed.  The  left  side  of  the  body,  the 
one  injured,  seemed  principally  affected  ;  pleurosthotonos  alternating  with 
episthotonos.  She  had  trismus,  and  the  epigastric  pain  so  characteristic 
of  the  disease.  Passing  over  the  particulars  of  the  treatment,  1  may  say, 
that  the  usual  remedies  were  fully  tried,  as  opium  and  its  preparations ; 
assafoetida  in  large  doses,  by  mouth  and  by  enemata  ;  Graves's  camphor 
mixture,  and  tinct.  hyoscyamus  in  full  doses  ;  the  hand  had  been  blister- 
ed, and  morphine  applied  to  the  denuded  surface  ;  h3'0scyamic  acid  lo- 
tion ;  tobacco  poultices,  &,c.  he.  Wine  had  produced  feelings  of  comfort, 
but  no  marked  effect  on  the  disease.  An  incision  had  been  made  cwev 
the  place  injured,  and  ol.  terebinth,  poured  in.  The  tetanic  spasms  had 
been  violent  for  several  days,  when,  all  remedies  seeming  to  fail,  it  occur- 
red to  me  that  the  iodide  of  potassium  might  be  useful.  1  began  with 
moderate  doses,  intending  to  increase  them  as  necessary,  but  immediately 
the  spasms  ceased,  also  the  epigastric  pains,  and  never  returned.  The 
trismus  continued  ten  days,  the  mouth  being  perfectly  closed  dm'ing  this 
period,  the  iodide  seeming  to  have  no  effect  upon  it  ;  but  at  the  end  of 
this  time  the  muscles  began  to  relax,  so  that  on  the  10th  June  the  mouth 
could  be  partially  opened.  From  tlie  time  of  the  injury  until  the  10th 
June,  she  had  suffered  the  most  violent  |>ain  in  the  part  injured,  no  treat- 
ment seeming  to  give  the  least  relief. 

Having  in  view  a  case  precisely  similar  in  its  origin,  and  from  the  ef- 
fects of  which  puncture  the  person,  though  escaping  tetanus,  never  re- 
covered, 1  resolved  to  divide  the  nerve.  This  was  done  on  the  10th,  with 
the  assistance  of  Dr.  Fuller,  of  this  city.  An  incision  was  made  two 
inches  above  the  annular  ligament,  an  inch  in  length  on  the  outer  side  of 
the  flexor  sublimis  and  the  inner  edge  of  the  palmaris  longus ;  this  latter 
was  drawn  outward,  the  cellular  tissue  separated  between  the  flexors  of 
the  fingers  and  the  flexor  radialis,  when  the  nerve  lay  exposed  upon  the 
tendon  of  the  thumb.  A  portion  half  an  inch  in  length  was  removed. 
The  fingers,  until  this  time  contracted  and  perfectly  useless,  could  be  ex- 
tended, the  muscles  of  the  jaw  relaxed,  allovk'ing  free  motion,  and  \hv 
pain  shooting  up  the  arm  vanished  at  once.  The  trismus  was  several 
hours  in  disappearing.  She  remained  perfectly  free  from  pain  for  two 
days,  when  the  hand  became  inflamed,  but  this  was  subdued  by  antiphlo- 
gistic treatment.  Mrs.  H.  soon  went  into  the  country,  where  on  the  31st 
July  1  learned  that  she  had  recovered  the  use  of  her  hand  so  as  to  be 
able  to  do  ordinary  house-work.  In  October  Mrs.  H,  called  at  my  of- 
fice, when  I  found  that  sensation  was  perfect  as  ever  in  the  finders,  though 
there  was   a   degree  of  stiffness  ;  this,  however,  did   not   much  interfere 
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with  her  work,  as  she  had  a  <;;oocl  degree  of  strength  in  the  hand.  She 
expressed  herself  highly  satisfied  with  the  results  of  the  case, 
y  Remarks. — It  is  iDy  wish  to  direct  attention  to  a  form  of  tetanus  of 
which  little  or  no  mention  lias  been  made  by  writers,  and  which  is  never- 
theless of  the  greatest  importance.  ^VIl()  first  matle  the  distinction  i  do 
not  know.  Professor  Knight,  of  New  Haven,  informed  me  that  he  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  making  it  in  his  lectures,  and  it  is  acted  upon  by 
many  of  the  physicians  of  this  Slate.  The  distinction  is  this  : — true  te- 
tanus and  traumatic  hysteria.  By  this  last  term  we  are  not  to  under- 
stand hysteria,  which  indeed  sometimes  presents  tetanic  symptoms,  but  a 
formidable  disease,  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  other  form  except  at 
its  commencement,  and  probably  frequently  fatal.  It  may  occur  in  males. 
Larrey  classes  hysteria  among  the  exciting  causes  of  tetanus,  but  it  is 
probable  that  he  only  meant  that  hysteria  assumes  at  times  that  ap- 
pearance. 

In  the  first  variety,  several  days  and  sometimes  weeks  supervene  before 
spasmodic  symptoms.  It  occurs  more  frequently  among  males,  and  no 
pain  extends  from  the  wounded  part  to  the  throat ;  this  last  is  one  of  the 
most  distinctive  signs — the  attention  of  the  patient  being  first  arrested  by 
a  little  stiffiiesss  and  uneasiness  about  the  throat  and  neck,  the  excit- 
ing wound  having  been  often  forgotten.  Another  distinctive  mark  is 
found  in  the  results  of  treatment.  Opium  here,  even  in  prodigious  doses, 
has  little,  and  we  may  almost  say,  no  effect.  The  inind,  too,  is  usually 
clear  even  to  the  moment  of  dissolution. 

In  the  second  variety,  females  are  more  frequently  the  subjects  of 
attack,  and  symptoms  supervene  usually  within  a  short  time  or  imme- 
diately after  the  injury.  They  are  more  susceptible  to  the  effects  of 
medicine.  The  mind  is  sometimes  disturbed,  and  the  pain  always  com- 
mences in  the  part  injured,  from  thence  extending  to  the  neck.  These 
latter  circumstances  encouraged  me  respecting  Mrs.  H.,  though  her  symp- 
toms were  for  a  time  very  formidable.  She  had  episthotonos,  pleurostho- 
tonos,  tremors,  spasmodic  iwitchings  of  the  muscles  of  the  face,  trismus, 
the  epigastric  pain  and  constriction,  great  difficulty  in  deglutition,  espe- 
cially when  attempting  to  swallow  fluids,  pulse  at  times  120,  and  bowels 
obstinatelv  constipated.  The  spasms  had  come  on  three  weeks  after  the 
puncture — another  bad  feature  ;  but  a  degree  of  mental  torpor  and  the 
peculiarity  of  \m\n  led  nie  to  hope  that  relief  might  be  found. 

The  best  practice  in  both  varieties,  where  it  can  be  adopted,  is  to  ap- 
ply the  actual  cautery  to  the  injured  point  upon  the  first  appearance  of 
tetanus.  This  Larrey  has  strongly  recommended.  I  have  known  it  re- 
markably successful,  but  have  also  seen  it  fail.  A  young  man  in  this 
city  accidentally  cut  a  piece  of  skin  and  cellular  tissue  from  the  pulp  on 
the  end  of  a  finger.  In  a  few  hours  the  pain  was  agonizing;  he  was 
seized  with  delirium  and  symptoms  of  approaching  tetanus,  resisting  all 
ordinary  treatment.  His  case  was  pronounced  extremely  critical  by  a 
physician  of  experience  in  this  disease.  A  common  fire  shovel,  heated 
and  applied  to  the  finger,  removed  every  .symptom  within  an  hour;  no- 
thin"  remained  but  a  sore  finger.      In  the  case  of  Mrs.  H.  the  symptoms 
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mentioned,  together  with  the  situation  of  the  wound,  caused  nie  to  delay 
this  treatment.  Nor  should  I  have  divided  the  nerve  withoui  further  de- 
lay, had  it  not  been  for  the  severity  of  pain  which  had  nearly  exhausted 
Mrs.  H.,  and  rendered  almost  any  operation  desirable  which  promised  re- 
lief. 1  am  confident,  however,  that  had  it  been  done  sooner,  it  would 
have  at  once  stopped  the  disease,  and  no  inflammatory  action  would  have 
probably  followed.  Another  circumstance  is  to  be  remarked  ;  the  nerve 
had  indubitably  been  exsected,  yet  in  two  days  we  find  sensation  per- 
fectly restored  and  so  continuing.  It  was  not  the  upper  extremity  of  the 
nerve  painful  from  inflammation,  for  pressure  could  be  borne  upon  this 
without  uneasiness.  The  pain  did  not  extend  up  the  arm,  nor  above  the 
point  of  division.  The  iodide  of  potassium  had  to  my  knowledge  proved 
eminently  serviceable  in  certain  cases  of  asthma — a  fact,  I  believe,  first 
noticed  by  Mutter,  of  Philadelphia,  and  had  been  recommended  by  Pro- 
fessor Delafield,  of  New  York,  in  certain  states  of  hysteria.  It  occurred 
to  me  that  it  might  b>^  useful  here,  and  as  nothing  else  seemed  likely  to 
be  permanently  serviceable,  a  trial  was  given.  Her  amendment  com- 
menced immediately  and  decidedly,  the  epigastric  pain  first  disappearing^ 
lastly  the  trismus.  It  was  upon  the  general  symptoms  it  seemed  to  act. 
Perhaps  there  was  only  a  coincidence  between  the  adminisiiation  ol  the 
remedy  and  the  crisis  of  the  disease — too  many  worthless  articles  thus 
obtaining  temporary  celebrity  ;  nor  would  I  wish  now  to  speak  in  high 
praise  of  a  remedy  from  a  single  trial  ;  but  having  resorted  to  it  from  the 
iact  of  its  having  relieved  other  spasmodic  diseases,  and  finding  it  so 
promptly  beneficial,  it  may  be  worth  trial  after  other  things  have  failed, 

Larrey  says  that  it  frequently  happens  that  the  pain  extends  from  the 
injured  part  to  the  neck,  showing  that  he  had  not  made  the  distinction 
here  laid  down. 

In  the  seventh  No.  of  the  Retrospect,  I  see  it  stated  that  the  iodide  of 
silver  has  proved  verv  useful  in  hooping  cough.  It  appears  to  me  that  in 
cases  having  little  inflammatory  action,  the  iodide  of  potassium  would  be 
found  e(|ually  beneficial. 


FURTHER   RKMARKS   C)\   THE  DOCTRINE   OF   SYMPATHY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Had  I  not  left  unnoticed  and  unexplained  the  capital  fact  which  is 
always  adduced  in  support  of  the  doctrine  of  sympathy,  I  should  not 
have  again  trespassed  upon  your  indulgence.  The  omission  was  made 
from  a  want  of  the  proper  knowledge  of  the  fact  in  question.  I  have 
never  seen  a  man  from  whom  the  seminal  glands  had  been  removed  in 
early  youth,  and  therefore  could  not  say,  fiom  personal  observation,  how 
far  the  deprivation  of  these  glands  affected  the  voice,  and  whether  it  did 
not  affect  the  perfect  development  of  the  whole  system  in  a  similar  de- 
gree. A  eunuch  is  never  publicly  known  to  be  such,  in  our  country,  and 
we  must,  therefore,  resort  to  analogy.  With  the  physical  effects  of  the 
removal  of  these  glands   in   several  species  of  domestic   animals,  we  are 
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well  conversant.  In  the  ox-kinci,  if  our  observation  be  particularly  di- 
rected to  this  subject,  I  think  it  will  be  perceived  at  once  that  the  removal 
of  the  seminal  glands  equally  modifies  the  growth,  the  conformation  and 
the  natural  development  of  every  part  of  the  animal.  The  development 
of  the  neck  and  throat  experience  no  greater  modification  than  the  rest 
of  the  animal.  The  bull,  the  natural  animal,  is  not  so  long  or  tall  as 
the  ox,  and  is  everywhere  much  thicker  in  proportion  to  its  length  and 
height.  The  ox  is  slenderer  in  every  part,  from  the  horns  to  the  legs  ;  its 
muscles  and  bones  are  all  of  a  greater  length  and  of  a  more  delicate  form. 
The  neck  and  occiput  of  the  bull  do  not  differ  more  from  the  same  parts 
in  the  ox,  than  the  form  and  size  of  every  other  part.  The  roaring  of  the 
bull  differs  from  that  of  the  ox,  but  the  difference  is  occasioned,  not  by 
the  synipathetic  influence  which  the  possession  of  the  seminal  organs  ex- 
erts upon  the  larynx  of  the  bull,  but  by  the  participation  of  the  muscles 
of  the  voice  in  the  common  and  natural  development  of  the  whole  ani- 
mal. In  what  does  the  neck  of  the  bull  differ  from  that  of  the  ox,  but 
in  the  shorter  and  bulkier  size  of  its  bones  and  muscles?  And  is  not  this 
the  difference  which  obtains  in  all  the  corresponding  parts  of  each  of  the 
animals  ? 

In  the  case  of  eunuchs,  the  attention  of  mankind,  in  the  infancy  of 
medical  observations,  was  naturally  attracted  to  the  change,  or  rather  the 
want  of  development,  which  the  deprivation  of  the  seminal  glands  occa- 
sioned in  the  voice,  without  noticing  the  corresponding  changes  induced 
in  every  other  part ;  and  hence  was  inferred  a  special  connection  be- 
tween the  seminal  glands  and  the  tliroat.  The  legs  and  arms  of  the 
eunuch  come  no  nearer  those  of  the  natural  man  than  his  voice  ;  and  if 
he  has  no  beard,  and  he  is  said  not  to  have  any,  !  must  infer  that  he  has 
as  little  hair  on  his  body. 

Some  women  have  masculine  voices,  and  some  men  have  feminine 
voices,  while  each  possess  the  organs  of  generation  in  perfection.  The 
difference  of  voice,  therefore,  is  produced  by  other  causes  than  the  pos- 
session or  deprivation  of  the  genital  organs. 

Any  cause  which  prevents  the  natural  growth  of  the  body,  will  pre- 
vent the  full  development  of  the  voice.  Every  practitioner  of  medicine 
must  have  seen  instances,  both  of  men  and  women,  whose  voices  were 
perfectly  child-like,  owing  to  a  defect  in  the  growth  of  the  body,  from 
rachitis.  j\ot  long  since,  a  very  popular  public  lecturer  went  tln'ough 
New  England,  who  possessed  the  voice  of  a  child,  the  consecjuence  of 
the  rachitis  in  the  upper  dorsal  vertebrae  and  bones  of  the  thorax.  I  also 
once  heard  a  female  speaker,  whose  voice  showed  the  same  want  of  de- 
velopment. In  both  these  cases,  the  natural  growth  of  the  lungs  was 
prevented,  which  also  prevented  the  growth  of  the  rest  of  the  system, 
and  consetjuently  of  the  larynx,  the  principal  organ  of  the  voice.  In  all 
such  instances,  a  child-like  delicacy  pervadi^s  the  whok;  form.  The  re- 
moval or  injury  of  many  other  parts  of  the  body,  by  preventing  its  na- 
tural development,  would  have  the  same  effects  upon  the  voice  as  the  re- 
moval of  the  seminal  glands.  The  removal  of  the  balls  of  the  eyes,  by 
causing  a  general  effeminacy,  produces  a  more  musical  voice.     And,  pro- 
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bably,  even  the  removal  of  the  tonsils  would  have  a  similar  effect,  if  they 
were  not  needed  in  the  enunciation  of  sound. 

All  the  muscles  of  full-grown  male  animals,  in  the  natural  state,  are 
endowed  with  a  greater  degree  of  the  attraction  of  cohesion.  This  fact 
is  observable  when  the  flesh  or  muscular  part  is  macerated  or  boiled  ;  it 
is  said  to  be  tough,  and  more  difficult  to  masticate.  The  particles  of 
which  the  muscular  fibres  are  composed,  possess  the  attraction  of  cohe- 
sion in  a  greater  degree  than  the  meat  of  young  and  female  animals. 
Perhaps,  in  this  property,  resides  the  cause  of  the  greater  or  less  degree 
of  strength  which  all  animals  possess.  Whether  the  attraction  of  cohe- 
sion between  the  constituent  particles  of  the  nervous  mass  and  of  the 
other  organs,  constitutes  the  attribute  of  strength  in  these  parts,  is  less  ob- 
vious, though  I  have  a  suspicion  that  it  may  be  the  fact.  This  property 
of  cohesion  in  the  muscles  of  male  animals,  in  the  natural  state,  m  which 
the  muscles  of  the  voice  participate,  may  be  the  cause  of  the  greater 
streno'th  of  sound  which  distinguishes  the  voice  of  the  male  from  the  fe- 
male  animal. 

The  removal  of  the  seminal  glands,  therefore,  furnishes  no  proof  of  the 
doctrine  of  sympathy.  Indeed,  when  we  consider  how  often  the  human 
throat  is  diseased,  and  how  it  is  sometimes  almost  disorganized  by  inflam- 
mation and  ulceration,  without  exhibiting  the  slightest  corresponding  af- 
fection of  the  seminal  glands  in  men,  or  the  uterus  and  breasts  in  women 
— the  tonsils  at  one  time  almost  destroyed  by  cynanche  maligna,  and,  at 
another,  the  entire  throat  involved  in  the  destructive  ravages  of  the  vene- 
real disease,  without  the  semblance  of  re-action  upon  the  distinctive  male 
and  female  organs — how  can  we  for  a  moment  entertain  the  idea  of  such 
a  connection,  as  that  ascribed  to  sympathy,  between  these  parts  ?  Could 
the  principle  lie  dormant  amid  such  painful  ravages  ? 

Some  medical  writers  have  laid  it  down  as  a  fundamental  principle  m 
the  science,  that  a  general  sympathy  is  established  among  all  jiarts  of^  the 
system  by  means  of  the  nerves.  If  the  sense  of  feeling  is  excited  in  a 
small  nerve  of  one  of  the  fingers,  by  the  stimulus  of  a  burn,  a  blow,  or 
an  inflammation,  they  would  say,  the  whole  nervous  system  sympathizes 
with  the  part  affected.  But  this  language  implies  an  activity  in  the  ner- 
vous mass  which  is  altogether  unwairanted  by  observation  and  experi- 
ment. The  nervous  system  invariably  exhibits  the  most  complete  pas- 
si  veness  in  the  reception  of  impressions  and  in  the  production  and  exten- 
sion of  feeling.  The  sensation  starts  from  the  point  where  the  impression 
is  made,  and  is  simply  extended  along  the  line  of  the  nerves.  The 
feeling  excited  in  a  nerve  of  the  finger  extends  from  thence  to  the  brain, 
in  the  same  way  that  it  extends  from  one  point  of  the  nerve  to  another  * 
point ;  die  brain  does  not  receive  the  feeling  until  every  intervening  part 
of  the  nerve  between  the  finger  and  the  brain  has  received  it.  If  a  writer 
chooses  to  say  that  the  part  or  section  of  a  nerve  next  in  vicinity  to  the 
section  inflamed,  is  affected  by  sympathy,  he  only  uses  a  figurative,  caba- 
listical  term,  to  express  what  ought  to  be  conveyed  in  language  descrip- 
tive of  the  fact.  We  know  that  a  feeling  or  sensation  is  produced  and 
extended,    and    nothing    more.      The   special   operations    of  the    brain, 
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tliouglit.  passion,  emotion  and  will,  wliirli  iippeiir  to  be  merely  modifica- 
tions ol  the  elementary  attribute  of  feeling,  are  all  extended  along  the  line 
ol  the  nerves  in  the  same  way  that  the  feeling  of  pain  or  pleasure  is  extend- 
ed to  tiie  brain  from  the  remote  parts.  When  one  side  of  the  lungs  or  of  the 
liver  is  inflamed,  it  is  never  said  that  the  other  side  becomes  inflamed  from 
symjKithy,  because  we  see  the  inflammation  extending  over  the  whole  or- 
gan, upon  the  same  principle  it  extends  over  one  half.  We  should  smile 
at  the  idea  of  introducing  the  aid  of  sympathy,  to  explain  the  progress  of 
an  inflammation  on  the  skin  from  the  size  of  a  ninepence  to  the  size  of  a 
silver  dollar.  Diseased  action  is  extended  in  the  nervous  and  arterial 
systems,  in  the  same  way  it  is  extended  in  the  more  concentrated  organs 
of  the  lungs  and  liver,  from  a  part  to  the  whole.  Although  more  diver- 
sified in  their  organization,  the  nervous  and  sanguiferous  systems  are  no 
less  identical  in  tlieir  functions  than  the  lun^s  or  the  liver ;  a  j)art  bears 
the  same  relalion  to  the  whole  in  these  systems,  as  in  the  most  concen- 
trated organs. 

It  may  serve  in  some  measure  to  disengage  our  minds  from  the  doc- 
trine of  sympathy,  to  enmnerate  the  different  ways  in  which  diseases  or- 
dinarily occur  in  the  human  system.  1  will  enumerate  four  different 
modes,  which  will  be  readily  recognized  : — 

1.  Diseases  occur  by  Collapse  ;  that  is,  when  an  organ  has  been  dis- 
eased or  inflamed,  and  partially  or  entirely  recovers,  and  the  same  dis- 
eased action  recommences.  Pleurisies,  peripneumonias,  rheumatism  and 
continued  fevers,  furnish  abundant  examples  of  relapses. 

2.  Diseases  occur  by  Extension  ;  when  one  half  of  the  lungs  or  any 
other  organ  is  inflamed,  the  inflammation  will  often  extend  to  the  whole. 
The  erysipelas  will  sometimes  extend  over  the  whole  skin,  and  is  said 
sometimes  to  involve  even  the  stomach  and  bowels.  This  disease,  and 
various  eruptions  of  the  skin,  are  said  to  strike  in,  from  the  sympathy 
whi(;h  the  stomach  and  bowels  have  with  the  skin.  I  hope  I  have  de- 
monstrated the  absurdity  of  this  doctrine.  In  local  inflammations,  the 
inflammatory  action  is  extended  in  a  degree  to  the  whole  system,  and 
creates  what  is  absurdly  called  a  sympathetic  fever.  The  irritation  of 
teething,  in  children,  will  often  extend  the  whole  length  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  and  cease  when  the  original  irritation  ceases. 

3.  Diseases  occur  by  Renewal  ;  when  an  inflammation  has  affected 
one  part  or  organ,  and  entirely  subsides,  a  similar  inflammation  will  often 
attack  another  part,  probablv  from  the  existence  or  continuance  of  the 
same  causes  which  originated  the  first  attack.  The  renewal  of  a  disease 
is  distinguished  from  a  relapse  bv  its  occurring  in  a  new  part  or  organ. 
In  rheumatism  and  the  gout,  renewals  of  the  disease  often  occur,  and 
sometimes  in  other  kinds  of  inflammation. 

4.  Diseases  occur  in  Conjunction,  when  two  organs  or  parts  are  in- 
flamed at  the  same  tim<^  In  the  measles,  ihe  lungs  ;md  the  skin  will  be 
inflamed  at  the  same  time  ;  and  in  a  conimon  cold,  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  nose  and  the  inifuinal  glands  will  be  inflamed  together.  In 
the  mumps,  the  |)arotid  and  the  seminal  glands  in  men,  and  the  parotid 
glands  and  the  nipples  in  women,  will  be  conjunctively  inflamed.     In  the 
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scarlet  fever,  the  skin  and  the  throat  will  he  conjunctively  affected,  al- 
though the  inflamed  throat  will  often  occur  without  the  eruption  on  the 
skin,  and  the  eruption  on  the  skin  without  the  inflamed  throat,  which 
proves  that  they  are  distinct  irritations,  though  they  often  occur  in  con- 
junction. Inflammation  will  often  attack  both  eyes,  both  ears,  or  both 
tonsils,  but  the  inflammations  are  simply  conjunctive.  Two  teeth,  one  in 
the  upper  and  the  other  in  the  lower  jaw,  will  be  seized  with  inflamma- 
tion from  the  excitation  of  the  same  cold,  at  the  same  time.  The  instances 
ol  diseases  which  occur  in  conjunction  are  very  numerous,  and  are  almost 
universally  attributed  to  the  influence  of  sympathy. 

Frovidtnre,  Oct.,  1S43.  D.  B.  Slack,  M.D. 


THE  THREE  GERMAN  DOCTORS. 

[The  following  is  too  good  to  be  lost.  It  is  not  often  tlnit  articles  fur- 
nishing mere  amusement  can  with  propriety  be  inserted  in  our  pages  ;  but 
no  one,  it  is  believed,  will  be  disposed  to  complain  in  this  instance  after 
he  has  laughed  over  the  recital  of  the  adventures,  not  perhaps  untrue  to 
nature,  of  the  three  rivals  of  Schoppenstcdt.] 

There  was  once  a  doctor,  not  of  philosophy  or  jurisprudence,  but  a 
real  doctor,  who  had  commenced  at  the  beginning.  For  several  long 
years  he  had  practised  as  a  barber;  then  attended  lectures  on  anatomy  ; 
bought  a  German  translation  of  Galen  ;  and  at  length,  obtained  the  de- 
gree of  M.D.  from  the  celebrated  University  of  Prague.  Instead  of  the 
doctorial  hat,  our  M.D.  wore  a  green  cap  with  a  broad  peak.  He  did 
so,  as  he  said,  to  protect  his  eyes.  Censorious  folks  said,  however,  that 
he  had  not  a  hat,  nor,  what  is  worse,  money  to  buy  one.  It  is  probable 
the  doctor's  purse  was  at  low  water.  He  could  breathe  a  vein  as  well 
as  his  colleagues  ;  but  verifying  the  old  proverb,  he  had  but  little  honor 
in  his  own  country.  His  practice  stood  at  zero,  his  townsmen  looked 
on  him  with  contempt.  He  did  his  best  to  mend  matters.  He  in- 
serted advertisements  in  the  newspapers,  beginning,  as  usual,  "By  God's 
help,  I  owe  my  recovery  from  long  pain  and  suffering  to  the  skill  and 
attention  of  Dr.  N.  N.  The  blessing  of  God  be  on  him."  Still,  no  one 
took  the  bait.  At  night,  when  he  observed  a  house  where  there  was  a 
party,  he  rang  the  bell  so  violently  that  the  people,  supposing  half 
the  town  was  on  fire,  rushed  to  the  windows.  The  door  opened  ;  he 
exclaimed,  "Am  I  right?  Is  Doctor  N.  wanted  here?"  The  porter 
surlily  answers,  "  No  ;  it  is  a  mistake.  We  are  all  here  in  good  health." 
Unluckily,  once,  misled  by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  he  went  twice  to 
the  same  house.  The  result  was  the  infliction  of  a  good  thrashing,  a  la 
Langan,  and  the  being  obliged  to  keep  his  bed  for  a  month. 

This  was  a  woful  time.  The  suffering  doctor  cursed  not  only  his 
own  townsmen,  but  the  half  of  mankind.  He  was  occupied,  however 
in  curing  his  bruises,  and  thus  gamed  experience.  One  day  a  newspa- 
per fell  into  his  hands.  Among  other  remarkable  events,  such  as  the 
retreat   o(  the   English    from  Cabool,  and  a   new  discovery  in  cookery, 
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was  the  announcement  of,  "  Wanted,  in  a  large  provincial  town,  a  skil- 
ful physician.  Heretofore,  the  only  practitioner  in  the  place  has  been  a 
very  elderly  nurse.  The  increasing  population  and  the  probable  rise  of 
provisions,  renders  the  acquisition  of  a  physician  indispensable.  He 
ought  to  have  good  knowledge  of  surgery.  The  citizens,  being  of  rath- 
er a  warm  temperament,  have  sometimes  disputes,  which  will  furnish 
him  with  too  many  opportunities  for  the  replacement  of  broken  bones, 
and  the  mending  of  broken  heads.  Apply,  for  further  information,  to  A. 
B."  The  doctor  having  read  this  advertisement,  felt  both  body  and 
mind  refreshed.  V^igor  and  hope  were  at  once  resuscitated.  He  sprung 
out  of  bed,  where  he  had  passed  a  long  and  weary  month,  upset  the 
table  on  which  lay  his  horn  snufF-box,  and  strewed  the  contents  on  the 
floor.  He  managed,  however,  to  get  a  pinch,  and  exclaimed,  "  That  is 
the  place  for  me  !" 

Great  men  are  alike  rapid  in  resolve  and  action.  By  evening  he 
had  acquired  the  necessary  information  as  to  his  route ;  and  on  the  third 
day,  he  was  seated  in  a  covered  vehicle  jogging  on  to  Schoppenstedt, 
his  place  of  destination.  The  doctor  had  remembered  the  proverb — 
"  The  coat  makes  the  man  ;"  hence  his  appearance  was  an  object  of 
great  solicitude,  ere  he  presented  himself  to  the  good  citizens  of  Schop- 
penstedt. He  bought,  from  an  old  clothesman,  a  coat  of  blue  velvet  with 
silver  lace,  a  puce-colored  waistcoat,  and  gray  small-clothes  ;  to  these 
was  added  a  well-powdered  periwig,  with  a  suitable  tail.  His  being  re- 
ceived with  respect  and  attention  was  thus  ensured  ;  and  though,  at 
every  inn,  the  landlord  would  not  fail  to  charge  him  double  price,  still  his 
vanity  was  flattered,  and  he  was  thus  compensated  for  the  damage  of 
his  finances. 

On  a  fine  May  morning,  the  country  clothed  in  its  richest  verdure, 
the  doctor  beheld  at  length  the  steeple  of  Schoppenstedt.  His  heart 
throbbed  ;  he  felt  that  the  crisis  of  his  fate  was  at  hand.  However,  it 
was  not  quite  so  near  as  he  supposed.  The  heavy  road  and  jaded 
horses  determined  the  driver  to  halt  at  noon,  that  he  might  thus  enter 
the  town  in  the  evening  in  good  style.  An  inn  only  a  few  miles  distant 
was  selected.  The  doctor  alighted,  and  demanded  a  private  room  ;  he 
wished  to  be  alone.  "  No.  26  is  vacant,"  said  the  landlord,  bowing  re- 
spectfully, "the  door  is  open."  The  doctor  thanked  him  and  went 
up  stairs.  Misled  by  a  reverie,  he  walked  into  No.  25  vice  26.  The 
noise  he  made  caused  a  man  to  rise  slowly  from  the  corner  of  a  sofa  on 
which  he  was  sitting.  The  doctor,  not  aware  of  his  error,  exclaimed 
peevishly,  "  Who  are  you  ?  What  business  have  you  in  my  apart- 
ment?" The  interrogated  rose  up,  and  displayed  to  the  querist  a  per- 
son habited  in  a  blue  coat,  studded  with  bronze  buttons,  a  shoulder-of- 
mutton  fist,  in  which  was  a  glass,  through  which  he  angrily  eyed  the  in- 
truder.— "  1  am,"  said  he,  "  a  doctor,  of  the  University  of  Erlangen,  a 
homoeopathist,  and  am  going  to  Schoppenstedt  to  accept  office."  "  I," 
retorted  our  doctor,  "  am  a  doctor  of  Prague,  am  an  allopathist,  and,  as 
well  as  you,  am  on  my  way  to  Schoppenstedt."  Each  stood  silent  for  a 
few  moments,  throwing  out  angry  looks.     At  length,  the  homoeopathist 
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exclaimed,  "  Allopathy  is  the  old  leaven  of  the  Philistines."  "  Homoe- 
opathy," retorted  our  doctor,  "  is  the  bantling  of  the  devil."  A  pause. 
The  homoeopathist  exclaimed,  "  Herr,  you  are  an  arrogant."  The  allo- 
pathist  replied,  "  Herr,   you  are  an  ignoramus." 

Now,  when  one  doctor  says  to  another,  "  you  are  ignorant,"  it  is  as 
if  the  Emperor  of  China  said  to  the  English  government,  "  I  beg  to  be 
excused  buying  any  more  opium."  In  both  cases  hostilities  must  ensue. 
Our  heroes  commenced  the  combat.  The  allopathist  being  the  strongest 
man,  at  length  threw  his  antagonist  on  the  ground,  placed  his  knee  on 
his  chest,  and  drew  from  his  coat  pocket  a  tooth  instrument.  The  van- 
quished, viewing  these  proceedings,  exclaimed,  "  For  the  love  of  God, 
my  worthy  colleague,  what  are  you  about?  Are  you  going  to  murder 
me  ?"  "  Be  quiet,"  said  the  allopathist,  "  I  wish  to  show  you  my  skill, 
by  drawing  one  of  your  molar  teeth."  The  homoeopathist  pleaded  elo- 
quently for  the  non-disturbance  of  his  grinders  ;  vainly,  however,  but  his 
good  luck  saved  him.  The  instrument  was  just  placed  on  the  tooth, 
when  the  effusion  of  a  quantity  of  cold  water  on  the  head  of  them  both, 
caused  the  victor  to  let  go  his  hold.  Both  sprang  on  their  feet,  and  saw 
a  man,  in  a  grey  frock  coat  and  smoothed  combed  hair,  observing  the 
happy  result  of  his  interference.  "  Good,  good,"  said  he,  "  the  parox- 
ysm is  over."  "What  is  over?"  said  the  allopathist;  "and  who  are 
you  ?"  "  I  am,"  replied  he,  with  dignity,  "  an  hydropathist ;  in  German, 
a  water-doctor.  I  am  going  to  Schoppenstedt.  1  am  sure  of  the 
appointment,  for  you  see  and  feel  that  n)y  mode  of  cure  is  certain."  The 
homoeopathist  laughed  heartily.  At  length,  said  he,  "  It  is  a  curious 
coincidence,  we  are  all  on  the  same  errand.  1  propose  that  we  shake 
hands  and  proceed  at  once  to  dinner."  After  re-adjusting  their  persons, 
they  went  to  the  dining-room  and  made  a  vigorous  onslaught  on  the 
viands.  The  allopathist  drank  a  bottle  of  Rudesheimer,  the  homoeopa- 
thist sipped  Madeira,  the  hydropathist  drank  water.  The  bill  paid,  they 
proceeded  to  Schoppenstedt ;  the  next  day  presented  themselves  to  the 
council,  and  announced  their  respective  claims  for  the  appointment. 

The  burgomaster  rose  from  his  seat,  and,  in  a  neat  and  eloquent 
speech,  explained  to  them  the  duties  of  the  office.  He  spoke  so  much 
to  the  purpose  that  one  might  suppose  that  he  had  studied  the  art  him- 
self. He  informed  them  that  it  was  the  custom  of  the  place  that  candi- 
dates for  office  should  give  proof  of  their  capability.  This  rule  would 
apply  to  them  in  the  present  instance  ;  he  whom  they  believed  to  be 
the  most  skilful  would  be  appointed.  "  We  have  now  three  patients  in 
the  hospital;  one  is  consumptive,  the  second  a  martyr  to  the  gout,  and 
the  third  has  dropsy.  Draw  lots  as  to  the  choice  of  the  cure."  The 
doctors  assented,  went  to  the  hospital,  and  decided  by  the  throw  of  the 
dice.  The  allopathist  threw  the  highest,  and  chose  for  treatment  the 
consumptive  patient. 

The  trio  saw  that  the  cases  were  hopeless.  Allopathist,  however, 
wrote  a  prescription,  at  which  the  apothecary  laughed  in  his  sleeve.  It 
was  daily  repeated.  The  doctor  betook  himself  to  the  Golden  Calf,  an 
inn  near  the  hospital,  and  supported  his  animal  economy  by  copious   im- 
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bibiiions  and  solid  repasts.  He  promised  to  settle  the  account  w  hen  he 
was  appointed  town  physician.  The  homoeopathist  had  the  treatment  of 
the  dropsical  patient.  The  gouty  one  fell  to  the  hydiopathist.  Neither 
had  occasion  to  employ  the  apothecary.  The  nurses  and  attendants 
were  employed  constantly  carrying  the  water  to  and  fro,  were  heartily 
Ured  of  their  office,  and  threatened  to  resign  if  the  water-doctor  was 
elected.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks  it  was  reported  to  the  council  that  all 
three  patients  were  dead. 

The  day  of  election  was  named,  and  it  may  be  easily  surmised  opin- 
ions were  various  as  to  the  person  who  would  be  chosen.  The  merits  of 
the  candidates  were  ecjual. 

There  were  nine  counsellors  and  the  burgomaster.  After  the  usual 
display  of  eloquence,  in  which  the  qualifications  of  the  candidates  were 
amply  portrayed,  the  votes  were  equal,  each  candidate  having  three. 
The  casting  vote  rested  with  the  burgomaster.  He  was  sorrily  puzzled, 
placed  his  finger  on  his  nose,  and  seemed  to  sum  up  with  the  re()uisite 
gravity.  At  this  critical  moment  the  landlord  of  the  Golden  Calf  enter- 
ed the  council-room.  "  Herr,"  said  he,  in  a  whisper,  "  1  entreat  you 
to  give  the  appointment  of  physician  to  the  allopathist ;  his  ticket  is  un- 
doubted ;  besides,  unless  he  is  chosen  I  shall  be  left  unpaid.  His  purse 
js  em[)ty."  "  Yes,  yes,"  said  the  burgomaster,  "  you  have  reason  on 
your  side.  The  apothecary,  too,  is  in  ]iis  favor.  Mellesimal  doses  and 
wet  blankets  are  his  aversion  ;  they  would  ruin  his  trade.  Gentlemen,  I 
give  my  vote  for  the  allopathist."  The  counsellors  bowed  assent,  and 
exclaimed — "  Recte,  recte,  f.loinineJ' 

Thus  the  Prague  doctor  gained  the  great  victory. 

The  citizens  of  Schoppenstedt  were  rid  alike  of  their  fears  of  a  sur- 
plus population  and  a  rise  in  the  price  of  provisions. 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL   AND    SURGICAL   JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,      OCTOBER    23,     1843. 


Ti-eatise  o?i  Cancer."^ — No  disease  thai  falls  within  the  circle  of  medi- 
cal practice,  is  regarded  with  more  dread  than  cancer.  It  puts  at  defiance 
all  common  modes  of  treatment,  where  there  is  a  derangement  and  disor- 
ganization of  parts  ;  and  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  patient  is  be- 
reft of  all  hope  ihrouofh  medical  assistance,  and  drops  into  the  grave,  a 
victim  to  a  disease  that  has  baffled  the  researches,  the  skill  and  vigilance 
of  the  ablest  practitioners  from  the  earliest  ages.  Pretenders  and  unprin- 
cipled knaves,  who  dabble  wiih  medicines  while  they  sport  with  human 
life,  apparently  unconscious  of  the  vast  weight  of  responsibility  resting 
upon  those    who   treat   human  diseases,  having  long  ago   discovered  the 

*  The  An.-iloniy,  f'hvsinlosy,  Pailidlosy  mid  Treatment  of  Cancer,  tlv  Wiilter  Hayle  Wali^he, 
M.l).  With  H<iilitiuii»  hy  J.  Alasoii  VVurreii,  M.O.  Uo-ton :  W.  D.  Tickiior  &  Co.'  8vo.,  pp. 
35J.     1843. 
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utter  incompetency  of  the  best  medical  skill  to  grapple  with  the  ter- 
rific malady,  have  seized  upon  it  with  marked  avidity,  and  gained 
wealth,  and,  with  the  vulgar  public,  immense  reputation.  Their  success 
in  this  high  order  of  quackery  has  been  a  theme  for  wits  and  poetasters. 
Who  does  not  remember  that  poem  of  poems,  by  iVIyrick,  beginning  with 

"  Here  lies,  flat  upon  iiis  Imck, 
The  victim  of  a  cancer  quack." 

There  have  been  no  works  extant,  precisely  satisfactory,  on  the  man- 
ao^ement  of  cancer.  A  strange  kind  of  mixing  up  of  many  things,  without 
that  exact  order  and  critical  analysis  which  are  always  necessary  in  a  spe- 
cial guide  to  practice,  is  plainly  discoverable  in  the  essays  and  chapters 
interspersed  through  the  books.  Thai  no  great  advances  have  been  made 
in  the  treatment,  for  some  centuries,  is  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  mor- 
tality by  it  in  all  civilized  countries,  from  whence  statistics  have  been  col- 
lected, has  been  uniform  and  apparently  unchecked. 

In  the  midst  of  this  state  of  things,  a  volume  has  been  re-published  in 
Boston,  by  Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Co.,  that  raises  the  expectations  of  the 
reader  to  hope  that  a  new  system  of  exploration  has  finally  led  to  a 
scientific  course  of  medication  in  cancer;  and  that  it  may  yet  in  some 
measure  be  brought  under  the  control  of  remedies,  like  other  disturbing 
causes  of  health.  This  work  is  not  unknown  in  this  country,  by  any 
means  ;  but  it  has  not  been  placed  within  the  reach  of  all  practitioners, 
till  now.  Its  author  is  Walter  Hayle  Walshe,  M.D.,  of  the  London  Uni- 
versity. Essential  additions  are  made  to  it  by  our  neighbor  Dr.  J.  M. 
Warren,  to  the  extent  of  about  fifty  pages.  No  one  can  properly  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  the  American  editor's  remarks,  without  following 
the  text.  It  becomes  apparent,  in  that  way,  that  we  have  been  provided 
with  a  desirable  and  valuable  treatise  on  the  subject. 

The  volume  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  embraces  the  anatomy, 
physiology,  patholo2fy  and  treatment.  The  second  treats  of  cancer  of  par- 
ticular parts — as  the  skin,  cellular  tissue,  muscles,  glands,  bones,  menin- 
ges, lips,  tongue,  tonsils,  nares,  sinuses,  genital  organs,  ear,  eye,  &c.  &c., 
illustrated  by  two  lithographic  and  several  wood  engravings.  We  repeat, 
it  is  a  desirable  book  to  have.  The  price  is  only  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents,  and  therefore  within  the  means  fif  all. 


Surgical  Adjuster. — Dr.  Geo.  0.  Jarvis,  of  Portland,  Me.,  is  the  in- 
ventor of  a  curious  instrument  for  reducing  dislocations,  that  promises  to 
be  of  essential  service,  according  to  the  tesliinony  of  some  of  the  New 
York  surgeons.  The  special  object  of  the  contrivance,  according  to  Dr. 
Jarvis's  own  account  of  it,  "is  to  reduce  all  dislocations,  to  reduce  and 
maintain  coaptation  of  all  fractures,  where  the  principle  of  extension  and 
counter-extension  applies  in  reduction,  or  is  requisite  in  the  subsequent 
treatment." 

From  the  representations  of  Dr.  Jarvis,  who  certainly  must  be  allowed 
to  understand  the  true  value  of  the  adjuster,  better  than  any  one  else,  a 
surgeon  can  alone  manage  any  kind  of  luxation.  He  requires  no  as- 
sistant, even  in  those  cases  heretofore  considered  extremely  difficult  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  for  reduction.  Even  when  the  bones 
have  been  a  long  time  asunder,  as   is  sometimes   the  case  in  regard   to 
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to 


the  shoulder  or  hip — where  the  dislocation  occurred  at  sea,  for  example — 
with  this  instrument  extension  may  be  readily  made,  and  a  re-adjustment 
of  the  parts,  bone  to  its  bone,  quickly  and  certainly  effected.  The  power 
which  is  brought  to  bear  on  the  part  to  be  extended,  is  prodigious.  It  is 
a  lever  purchase,  which  nothing  could  resist,  since  it  is  the  very  contri- 
vance with  which  Archimedes  said  he  could  move  the  world  provided 
he  had  a  place  on  which  to  stand.  With  the  simple  turn  of  a  winch,  a 
man's  limbs  might  be  torn  from  his  body,  and  even  the  ligaments  and 
tendons  rent  from  their  attachment.  There  are  numerous  inventions  for 
keeping  fractured  bones  in  place,  but  we  have  no  recollection  of  having 
seen  or  heard  of  any  mechanical  contrivance,  so  portable,  convenient  and 
certain  as  this,  for  accomplishing  this  difficult  part  in  operative  surgery. 
Dr.  Jarvis  has  secured  a  patent  at  home,  and  contemplates  soon  visiting 
Europe  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  patronage  of  European  surgeons. 

There  is  one  serious  objection  in  regard  to  the  general  adoption  of  this 
unique  instrument,  vvhich  might  be  obviated;  and  that  is,  its  cost.  Medi- 
cal gentlemen  cannot  afford  to  purchase  anything  at  a  high  price,  much 
better  than  other  people.  Were  it  placed  within  the  reach  of  those  whose 
incomes  are  not  large,  nor  always  certain.  Dr.  Jarvis  might  remain  at 
home  and  realize  quite  as  much  for  his  ingenuity  as  would  satisfy  a  man 
of  ordinary  pecuniary  ambition. 


Springs  of  Bath,  E^igJand. — Accounts  of  the  celebrated  springs  of 
Bath,  England,  have  been  published  and  re-published  till  it  is  quite  an 
old  story.  Mr.  Thurlow  Weed,  editor  of  the  Albany  Evening  Journal, 
has  given,  however,  a  synoptical  account  of  them,  that  is  the  best  extant, 
because  it  comprises  all  that  is  essential  to  the  distant  reader,  without  be- 
ing made  tedious  by  a  long,  fatiguing  theory  of  his  own  in  regard  to 
their  origin  or  probable  duration. 

The  baths  are  owned,  says  Mr.  Weed,  by  the  city  corporation,  and 
have  produced,  in  tlie  best  years,  from  £1000  to  £1,500  sterling.  The 
price  of  a  bath  is  2s.  6d.  The  baths  are  supplied  by  springs  which  furnish 
8020  gallons  per  minute,  at  a  temperature  of  114  degrees.  The  water 
from  the  Hot  Bath  is  at  a  temperature  of  117  deg.  Bath  had  a  popu- 
lation of  50,000,  in  1S31,  mainly  dependent  on  visiters  for  their  support. 
It  is  said  that  Bladud,  king  of  Britain,  680  years  before  Christ,  was  its 
founder,  in  gratitude  for  his  recovery,  by  its  waters,  from  the  leprosy. 
The  waters  of  Bath  were  known  to  the  Romans.  Everything  is  in- 
fluenced by  fashion  in  England.  Just  now  it  is  not  the  fashion  to  go 
to  Bath,  because  royalty  goes  somewhere  else.  It  is  acknowledged  that 
Brighton,  as  well  as  Bath,  is  struggling  hard  for  an  existence — and  Chel- 
tenham is  up,  and  still  going  higher,  in  fashionable  estimation. 


American  Journal  of  Dental  Science. — This  discreetly-conducted  peri- 
odical seems  to  be  not  only  well  sustained,  but  highly  prized  by  the  pro- 
fession. To  operating  dentists  the  Journal  must  be  of  the  very  highest 
value,  as  it  furnishes  them  with  every  know^n  improvement  in  the  art, 
from  all  respectable  sources.  Our  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Dental  Surgeons,  and  their  writings,  is  unabated. 
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Vermont  Asylum  for  the  hisane. — Through  the  Asylum  Jouroal  we 
have  received  Dr.  Rockwell's  seventh  annual  report  of  tiiis  inslituiion. 
The  past  year  224  patients  had  the  advantages  of  the  Asylum,  and  88 
were  discharged.  As  136  still  remain,  it  is  quite  certain  that  there  was 
a  great  necessity  for  the  creation  of  this  excellent  retreat  t^or  the  unfortu- 
nate lunatics  of  Vermont.  We  mentioned,  some  time  since,  that  a  news- 
paper was  issued  from  this  Asylum.  From  Dr.  Rockwell's  Report  we 
copy  the  following-  remarks  respecting  this  novel  enterprise  : 

"  During  the  past  year  we  have  published  a  small  newspaper  called 
the  '  Asylum  Journal,'  which  has  exerted  a  beneficial  influence  on  the 
comfort  and  recovery  of  the  patients.  We  have  had  more  than  two  hun- 
dred exchange  papers,  besides  many  other  periodicals  ;  to  the  editors  and 
publishers  of  which  we  would  tender  our  most  grateful  acknowledgments. 
We  have  been  able  to  furnish  every  patient  with  a  newspaper  from  his 
own  immediate  vicinity,  every  politician  with  a  newspaper  of  his  own  po- 
litical views,  and  every  sectarian  with  a  religious  periodical  of  his  own  pe- 
culiar sentiments.  *  «=  #  #  ^  * 

"  Those  of  our  patients  who  have  been  students,  we  employ  to  write 
and  select  for  the  Journal,  and  those  who  have  been  merchants  and  busi- 
ness men,  we  employ  to  fold  and  direct  the  papers.  Some  who  do  not 
compose,  assist  by  copying  extracts  from  books  or  papers.  We  find  the 
employing  of  our  patients  in  writing,  either  by  ^vay  of  copying  or  of  com- 
position, to  be  very  beneficial,  as  it  diverts  their  attention  from  their  de- 
lusions, and  presents  new  objects  of  thought  for  contemplation.  We  al- 
ways furnish  them  with  stationary,  and  the  employing  themselves  in 
writing  has  apparently  been  a  powerful  means  in  their  restoration.  They 
are  allowed  to  write  on  all  subjects  except  those  of  their  hallucinatioiis." 


Bread  in  Diabetes. — In  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
are  some  remarks  by  T.  Thompson,  M.D.,  which  are  of  such  conse- 
quence that  they  should  be  extensively  circulated  by  journalists.  They 
come  under  the  head  of  "  The  importance  of  abstinence  from  bread  in  dia- 
betes mellitits,  and  an  extract  from  them  is  here  given  : 

"In  this  case  whenever  the  use  of  bread  and  biscuits  was  prohibited, 
and  of  all  vegetables,  except  the  cruciferous  order,  both  the  quantity  of 
the  urine  and  its  specific  gravity  were  notably  decreased.  The  use  of 
some  toasted  bread  caused  the  quantity  to  rise  from  two  to  five  pints,  and 
the  specific  gravity  increased  from  1.027  to  1.041.  This  happened  re- 
peatedly in  the  course  of  the  case,  leaving  no  doubt  of  the  fact  of  the 
influence  of  a  minute  portion  of  bread." 


Yaws. — In  Mr.  Bolingbroke's  statistical  account  of  Essequebo,  Berbice, 
and  other  contiguous  rivers  of  Guyana,  are  found  the  following  remarks 
on  that  strange  disease,  known  by  the  African  name  of  yazvs.  He  com- 
mences by  saying  that  it  has  much  the  appearance  of  smallpox,  from  the 
manner  of  its  coming  out.  The  patient  is  covered  with  large  ulcers  in 
every  part  of  his  body  and  limbs,  and  as  it  is  very  infectious,  he  keeps 
by  himself.  Its  duration  is  uncertain,  being  sometimes  eighteen  months, 
during  which  the  eruption  returns  no  less  than  three  times.  No  effectual 
cure  has  ever  been  found  for  it.     Mr.  Bolingbroke  believes  salivation  will 
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drive  it  in,  but  sulphur  and  other  opening  medicines,  !ie  continues,  are 
now  preferred,  to  induce  its  coming  out.  Spare  diet,  with  exercise,  and 
leaving  nature  to  herself,  ofien  prove  the  best  resource.  This  is  a  dis- 
ease which  a  person  can  never  have  but  once.  He  never  saw  but  one 
case  in  a  white  man,  and  hence  he  seems  to  consider  it  a  curse  almost  ex- 
clusively appertaining  to  the  negroes.  There  are  black  women  who  in- 
oculate "their  children  with  the  matter,  which  lessens  its  violence  and  de- 
strucliveness. 


Merited  Honorary  Degree. — A  note  through  the  post  office  mentions 
that  at  the  last  commencement  of  Bowdoin  College,  in  Maine,  the  honor- 
ary degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  conferred  on  Dr.  Benjamin  Page, 
ofHallowell — a  highly  meritorious  and  skilful  physician,  and  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  distinguished  in  the  State. 


Fever  in  North  Carolina.— For  four  weeks  the  town  of  Washington 
has  suffered  from  the  progress  of  a  disease  approaching  the  yellow  fe- 
ver in  its  character.  At  the  last  dales  the  malady  was  abating,  and  those 
down  with  it  were  convalescing. 


Scientific  Appointment.— ^i^mxieX  Williams,  Esq.,  of  Georgia,  has  been 
appointed  professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry  in  Jefferson 
College,  Penn. 

Strictures  on  Animal  Heat.  Mr.  Euitou.— Sir,— I  noticed  an  answer 
to  my  communication  on  animal  heal,  in  your  Journal  of  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, signed  Tyro.  Now  who  Tyro  is,  or  what  he  is,  or  where  he  is, 
the  communication  does  not  say.  When  I  first  saw  the  piece,  I  concluded 
that  a  writer  who  would  not  give  his  name  and  place  of  residence,  did 
not  deserve  an  answer;  and""have  only  to  say  now,  that  whenever  Tyro 
may  give  us  his  true  name  he  shall  have  a  reply  as  explicit  as  his  talents 
j^eritT  Wm.   H.  H.  Mason. 

Monltonborough,  N.  H.,  October  I9th,  1843. 


A  Freak  of  the  Starvationists.—On  the  8th  of  this  month,  three  young 
men  were  brought  up  before  Mr.  Long,  at  the  Marylebone  Police  Office, 
charged  with  refusing  to  work,  and  being  otherwise  disorderly,  lu  the 
Union   Strand  Workhouse,  Cleveland  street,  Filzroy  square. 

Ii  seems  that  the  regular  diet  in  this  receptacle  is  as  follows  : 

"  Six  ounces  of  bread,  with  butter,  and  half  a  pint  of  gruel,  m  the 
morning.  Three  days  a  week  they  have  five  ounces  of  meat,  and  half  a 
pound  of  potatoes  for  dinner  ;  on  three  other  days  they  have  soup  without 
meat,  and  on  one  day,  making  up  the  seven,  suet  pudding  weighing  four- 
teen ounces.  They  have  also  six  ounces  of  bread  each  day  for  supper, 
with  some  cheese  if  they  like  it." 

"  Then  they  have  no  bread  at  dinner?"  asked  Mr.  Long. 

"  No.  sir,"  "replied  the  accusing  Bunyard. 

But  the  point  of  the  epigram  is  yet  to  come.  The  men.  having  been 
idle  and  refraclorv,  were  condemned  to  pick  an  increased  quantity  of  oak- 
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um,  namely,  six  pounds  a  day,  and  with  only  six  ounces  of  bread  instead 
of  twelve.  Thpy  were  willins;  to  do  three  pounds  of  oakum  daily  ;  but 
,10— halve  the  bread,  double  the  oakum,  is  the  rule  in  the  Cleveland-street 

Workhouse.  i      •  u 

Mr.  Lonir,  however,  thought  the  usual  diet  could  not  be  lessened  with 
safety,  and  "^refused  to  interfere  against  the  prisoners.  This  case,  at  any 
rate,  requires  no  comment. — London  Med.  Gaz. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Senna.  By  Professor  Christison.— Take  fifteen 
pounds  avoirdupois  of  Tinnevellv  senna,  and  exhaust  it  with  boiling:  wa- 
ter by  displacement  :  about  four  times  its  weight  of  water  issuthcient. 
Concentrate  the  infusion  in  vacuo  to  ten  pounds;  dissolve  in  the  product 
.six  pounds  of  treacle  previously  concentrated  over  the  vapor-bath,  till  a 
little  of  it  becomes  nearly  dry  on  cooling  ;  add  twenty-four  fluid  ounces 
of  rectified  spirit  (dens.  .835)  ;  and,  if  necessary,  add  water  to  make  tit- 
teen  (16  oz.)  pints— the  object  being  that  the  preparation  shall  be  of  such 
strength  that  every  fluid  ounce  shall  correspond  to  one  avoirdupois  ounce 
of  senna.  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Edinburgh,  generally  makes  eighty  pounds 
of  senna  into  this  extract  in  one  operation.  The  numbers  given  are  those 
by  which  he  worked  in  the  first  instance.  The  dose  is  two  drachms  tor 
an  adult;  it  very  rarely  causes  griping.  It  tastes  precisely  like  treacle. 
and  the  absence  of  disagreeable  taste  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  pure  senna 
has  but  a  feeble  mawkish  taste,  which  treacle  easily  covers.— FAar?«flee?i- 
tical  Journal. 

Pihda  Ferri  Composita.—\\\  order  to  prepare  this  pill  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  keep  the  carbonate  of  iron  in  an  undecomposed  slate,  and  to  insure 
uniform  consistence  of  the  mass,  it  has  been  found  that  the  directions  given 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia  will  be  sufficient  for  these  purposes,  if  the  following 
points  be  attended  to  :— Dissolve  the  sulphate  of  iron,  finely  powdered  in 
the  treacle,  with  a  moderate  heat,  and  add  the  carbonate  of  soda,  stirring 
constantly  until  the  eflTervescence  has  entirely  ceased,  and  the  mixture  has 
become  cool ;  then  add  the  myrrh  gradually,  and  incorporate  the  mass. 
As  a  little  evaporation  takes  place  at  the  commencement  of  the  process,  a 
small  excess  of  treacle  is  requisite  to  supply  the  deficiency.  This  mass 
retains  its  color  and  consistence  remarkably  well. — Ihid. 

To  CoRRKSPo.MDK.NTs.— Dr.  Tlioaias's  Case  of  Inflammation  of  the  Ligaments, 
&c.,  Dr.  IloflTendahl  on  Ilomuiupathy,  and  Dr.  Marcy  on  the  Human  Hair,  are  on 
file  for  pubhcalioii.  

M^R^I^^^ln  Boston,  John  C.  Warren,  M  D.,  to  Miss  Ann  Winthrop.— 
Honry  D.  Hitchcock.  M.D.,  of  Middleborough,  Mass.,  to  Mis--?  Olivia,  daughter  ot 
Rev.  S.  S.  .Vmold,  Westminster,  Yt.— In  Harttbrd,  Conn.,  Dr.  Henry  L.  1- uller 
to  Miss  Betsey  P.  Moore. 

DiF.i,,— TnBoston,  Dr.  LouisS.  Eberle,.31.-AtSt.  Genevieve,  Missouri,  Dr. 
Lewis  F.  Linn,  Senator  m  Congress  from  that  State,  found  dead  m  his  bed.— At 
Bermuda,  of  the  yellow  fever.  Dr.  Jenkins. 

Numher  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  en.lrng  Oct.  21,  34.-Males,  19-F^.nales,  15.  Stillborn,  2- 

or  o.M.sumption,  6-l,ronchitis,  l-sv|.hiHs,   1-teethiivg,   l-iBt»..tile,  4-bowel  complH.ni,  1— 1>- 
phus  fever,  .5-croup,  2-dropsv  on  the  brain,  2-inflaminiitiou  of  the  lungs,  2-iIrowned,  1-i.illiien- 
ia,  1-inte.npera.ice,  1 -apoplexy,  1-hooping  cout-h,  2-old  a-e    1-dropsy,  1-lung  lever,  1. 
Under  5  years,  18-!jelween  5  and  20  years,  3-betweeu  20  and  60  years,  ll-over60  years,  2. 
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Dr.  Ricord  on  the  Treatitieyit  of  Gonorrhcpol  Ophthalmia. — The  dis- 
eased parts  of  the  eye  must  be  touched  with  lunar  caustic.  The  nitrate  of 
silver  may  be  used  in  solution,  in  powder,  or  in  a  solid  pencil.  The  solu- 
tion is  undoubtedly  the  easiest  of  applications.  I  occasionally  "se  it  in  the 
following  proportions  : — Nitrate  of  silver,  half  a  drachm  :  distilled  water, 
two  drachms. 

It  is  open  to  this  objection,  that  its  action  is  not  limited  to  the  diseased 
parts,  but  extends  likewise  to  those  which  have  remained  healthy.  In  in- 
fants or  refractory  adults  it  is,  however,  a  great  resource. 

The  powder  can  only  be  applied  in  a  very  unequal  manner.  I  confine 
its  use  almost  altogether  to  ulcers  of  the  cornea. 

To  both,  I  prefer  by  far  the  solid  pencil.  The  inferior  lid  is  first  turned 
down  and  the  pencil  carried  lightly  over  it,  so  as  to  whiten  its  surface;  for 
the  upper  eyelid  the  same  operation  is  repealed,  and  such  spots  of  the  oc- 
cular  conjunctiva  as  happen  to  be  afTected  must  also  be  touched,  but  never 
the  cornea. 

To  protect  its  transparency  oil  has  been  recommended,  but  this  liquid, 
running  over  the  other  parts  of  the  eye,  prevents  the  proper  application  of 
the  caustic.  An  injection  of  water  is  made  immediately  after,  so  as  to 
wash  away  those  portions  of  nitrate  of  silver  which  have  remained  uncom- 
bined.  After  a  first  application,  should  the  swelling  and  pain  not  be  di- 
minished, and  the  secretions  not  become  thinner,  m.ore  sanious,  and  less 
abundant,  a  second  cauterization  must  be  made,  and  this  four,  five,  or  six 
hours  after  the  first.  It  should  be  renewed  a  third,  and  even  a  fourth  time, 
at  twenty-four  hours  interval,  until  diminution  of  the  symptoms  is  observed. 

GEdema  of  the  conjunctiva,  producing  moderate  chemosis,  may  be  left  to 
itself;  but  if  considerable,  the  late  Professor  Sanson's  advice  should  be  at- 
tended to,  and  the  chemosis  excised — an  operation  which  should  follow, 
and  not  precede,  cauterization,  in  order  that  the  action  of  the  lunar  caustic 
be  not  interfered  with  by  haemorrhage. 

As  to  purulent  chemosis,  I  recommend,  with  Scarpa,  free  scarification 
of  the  phlegmonous  swelling. 

Although  I  give  unbounded  praise  to  nitrate  of  silver  in  all  stages  of 
this  disease,  yet  I  would  not  have  you  believe  that  I  rest  upon  it  exclu- 
sively. I  derive  most  powerful  assistance  from  blood-letting,  abundant 
and  repeated,  both  with  the  lancet  and  with  leeches  to  the  temples,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  jugular  vein,  frequent  lotions  of  the  eye  with  a  decoc- 
tion of  poppy  heads  (tepid),  neutral  salts,  as  revulsives  on  the  intestinal 
tube,  foot  baths,  the  elevated  position  of  the  head,  and  frictions  around  the 
orbit,  and  in  the  nares  of  the  affected  side,  with  extract  of  belladonna,  the 
best  sedative  in  affections  of  the  eye.  M.  Suhel  combines  extract  of  bel- 
ladonna with  an  equal  quantity  of  the  strong  mercurial  ointment,  and  ob- 
tains excellent  results.  Blisters  and  setons  may  be  advantageously  em- 
ployed after  the  acute  period  has  gone  by.  Lastly,  I  would  recommend 
promptitude  and  decision  in  the  application  of  this  treatment ;  it  has  never 
failed  me  but  once  in  the  course  of  many  years'  practice,  and  that  was  the 
easel  have  mentioned  to  you,  in  which  the  deceptive  mildness  of  the 
symptoms  was  the  cause  of  a  fatal  hesitation. — Prov.  Med.  Journal. 


Hemicrania  and  tic  douloureux  have  been  successfully  treated  by  M.  Du- 
cros,  of  Marseilles,  by  the  application  of  ammonia  at  25  deg.  to  the  pala- 
tine arch,  by  means  of  a  camel's-hair  brush,  continued  till  tears  flow 
copiously. 
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PHRENO-MAGISETISM. 

[For  the  writer  of  the  following  article  we  feel  that  personal  respect 
which  genius,  industry,  and  intense  devotion  to  scientific  research,  should 
always  secure  to  their  possessor;  yet,  this  is  mingled  will)  a  regret  that 
lie  should  exercise  his  high  powers  upon  such  an  unprofitable  subject. 
Although  he  reasons,  as  we  think,  from  imaginary  data,  and  quotes  those 
for  authority  who  have  more  honor  among  strangers,  than  they  have  with 
those  who  know  them  best,  he  will  be  indulged  with  the  publication  of 
his  remarks,  out  of  regard  to  himself,  and  not  on  account  of  any  respect 
we  entertain  for  the  doctrines  he  advocates.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — It  has  been  to  me  a  matter  of  some  surprise  that  the  strenuous 
supporters  of  Phrenology,  who  ha\'e  been  equally  strenuous  opposers  of 
Mesmerism,  should  witness  in  silence  that  strange  amalgamation  of  the 
two  sciences,  which  is  now  being  exhibited  under  the  title  of  Phreno- 
Magnetism.  It  surely  cannot  be  that  the  old  standard,  stereotyped  system 
is  in  need  of  auxiliaries  like  the  magnetic  touches,  to  prop  the  failing  be- 
lief of  its  disciples,  or  to  paralyze  the  arms  of  infidels,  tliat  it  condescends 
to  an  alliance  so  humiliating.  You  yourself,  who  have  not  been  sparing 
in  opprobrious  epithets  on  magnetism  and  its  defenders,  and  who  profess 
to  regard  phrenology  as  standing  on  an  elevation  "  above  or  hope  or 
fear,"  do  not  seem  disposed  to  reject  with  proud  disdain  the  new  order  of 
facts  that  has  risen  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure.  That  watchful 
jealousy  of  phrenological  honor  that  cries  out,  "  7ion  iaii  auxilio,'"  so 
appropriate  to  your  position  and  that  of  other  contemners  of  Mesmerism, 
appears  so  hushed  and  silent  in  the  present  case,  as  to  lead  one  to  fear 
either  some  unwonted  action  of  the  Mesmeric  influence,  or  that,  after 
all,  the  science  is  not  so  independent  that  favors  the  most  trifling  are  not 
gratefully  received. 

But  if  phrenologists  are  satisfied  and  willing  to  remain  passive  spec- 
tators of  the  coalition  between  their  science  and  magnetism,  it  does  not 
therefore  follow  that  the  friends  of  the  latter  should  not  be  desirous  to 
preserve  it  from  contamination.  If  there  is  nobody  to  lay  on  for  Tus- 
culum,  there  should  be  somebody  to  lay  on  for  Rome.  And  since  no 
13 
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one,  to  my  knowledge,  has  seen  fit  to  separate  scientific  truth  from  hum- 
bug, in  the  present  instance,  I  hope  I  may  be  indulged  with  the  privi- 
lege in  the  Journal,  of  making,  in  tlie  first  place,  a  few  cursory  observa- 
tions on  the  facts  and  reasonings  of  the  Phreno-Mesmerists  ;  and,  in  the 
second, 'an  attemjjt  to  show  that  the  facts  of  magnetism  are  opposed  to 
the  fundamental  principles  of  phrenology. 

The  great  discrepancy  between  the  Old  Phrenolngy  and  the  New, 
must,  it  appears  to  me,  strike  any  one  on  a  very  superficial  view  of  the  state- 
ments of  Phreno-Mesmerites.  Indeed,  if  they  had  iutiMuled  to  burles(|ue 
the  whole  subject,  they  could  not  have  hit  upon  a  better  method.  The 
school  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim  had,  as  they  assert,  by  an  extended  analy- 
sis of  individual  cliaracter  exhibited  in  every-day  life,  by  a  thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  cranial  developments  and  mental  peculiarities  of  the 
persons  confined  in  nearly  all  of  the  prisons  and  insane  hospitals  of 
Europe,  and,  finally,  by  exploring  the  whole  field  of  comparative  anato- 
my, divided  the  brain  into  thirty-six  compartments,  and  tlie  mind  into 
tliirty-six  faculties,  and  given  to  each  a  local  habitation  and  a  name. 
With  this  arrangement  the  scientific  world  rested  satisfied  for  many  years. 
No  alteration,  no  discussion,  save  here  and  there  in  perhaps  the  meaning 
of  a  word,  or  a  squeezing  in  of  a  particular  organ  v^diich  the  great  father 
had  incidentally  overlooked.  Busts  were  marked  out,  and  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  science  were  fixed  in  stulle  ef|uilibrium.  Mankind  became 
learners.  But  suddenly  the  lace  of  natin-e  is  changed,  the  ancient  land- 
marks are  swept  away,  and  the  old  thirty-six  are  multiplied  into  a  fluxion 
of  some    150  or  160. 

Now  is  it  possible  to  suppose  that  these  difFere*nt  conclusions  can  har- 
monize ?  Does  not  all  the  research  and  accumulated  facts  of  the  old 
school  conflict  with  those  of  the  new?  Most  certainly,  if  the  new  phre- 
nology is  true,  the  old  is  a  tissue  of  erroi"s,  and  a  revolution  instead  ol  a 
reformation  has  been  the  result  of  the  labore  of  recent  invesfigatore. 

The  cameleon-like  hues  of  phreno-magnetism,  as  they  present  them- 
selves under  the  glasses  of  different  exhibitors,  while  they  completely  dis- 
prove their  dependence  on  anything  like  a  scientific  principle,  afford  the 
clue  to  the  discovery  of  the  process  by  which  this  class  of  magnetizers 
impose  on  themselves  and  others.  The  Rev.  Lo  Roy  Sunderland,  the 
best  of  authorities  on  this  point,  while  he  eschews  the  neurology  of  Bu- 
chanan, tells  us,  with  regard  lo  the  workings  of  various  other  experi- 
menters, that  lie  notices  in  the  first  place  a  difference  of  results  with 
different  magnetizers;  2tl,  a  sameness  of  restdts  with  the  same  magneti- 
zers ;  3d,  a  .sameness  in  the  same  subject.  Now  if  the  resulls  depend- 
ed on  the  organization  of  the  individuals,  it  is  plain  no  such  variation 
would  take  place.  The  organs,  being  fixed  and  constant  in  the  brains  of 
every  individual,  would  give  forth  the  same  fixed  and  constant  results  for- 
ever, no  matter  whose  organs  were  excited,  or  who  was  the  excilor.  . 
But  if,  as  we  suspect,  the  phenomena  arise  through  community  of  mental 
action,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  a  large  proportion  of  them  would 
present  themselves  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  first  two  oh.servations  ;  that 
iS;  they  would  vary  according  to  the  ideas  uppermost  in  the  mind  of  the 
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experimenter.  While  the  sameness  of  results  in  ihe  same  subject,  the 
fact  stated  in  the  third  observation,  is  owin^i;  to  his  having  been  pre- 
viously magnetized,  and  certain  ideas  becomintr  permanently  associated 
with  certain  touches  on  particular  parts  of  the  brain. 

To  illustrate   my  meaning  here,  as  well  as  to  prove  this   position,  one 
or  two  examples,  which  fell  undej-  my  own  observation,  may  be  mention- 
ed.    iNot  {ong  since,  being  present  atone  of  these  exhibitions,  where  the 
onerdoing  of  th^e  thing  was  suci)  as  to  render  evident  the  fact  that  each 
organ  was  polarized  with  reference,  not  to  the  development  of  a  class  ol 
ideas,  but  to  that  of  one  particular  train,  I  requested  the  privilege  to  place 
my  finger  on  a  bump,  without  the  magnetizer  or  any  person  in  commmn- 
cation  knowing  what  one  I  might  touch.     The  magnetizer  having  turned 
iiis  back  towards   myself  and  the   subject,  I    touched,  as  I  thought,  tlie 
spot  over   the  organ  of  calculation.      Immediately   the  patient   began  to 
brush  the   dust  from    his    coat-sleeves  with  great  violence.      It  was  then 
mentioned   to  the  audience  that   mv    finger  was  placed   over  the  organ 
of  calculation.     The  magnetizer   insisted,  however,    that    I    must    have 
touched  the  organ  of  order.      And  althotigh  1  did  not  consider  the  brusl)- 
ing  of  dust  from  a  coat-sleeve  a  functional  act  of  the  organ  of  order,  tlie 
majority  of  the  audience  appeared  to  be  in  his  favor.     Soon  afterwards  1 
had   an   opportunity  to  repeat  the  ex[)eriment  on  another  subject,  with 
Spurzheim's  bust    betore  me.     No  sooner  did  my  fingers  come  in  contact 
with  her  head,  than  she  spoke  and  said  that  she  would  not  sing,  evidently 
impressed  with  the  idea    that   some  one  willed  her  to  sing.     JNow  as  botli 
of  these  persons  had  been  repeatedly  magnetized  before,  and   by  believ- 
ers in   plirenology,  with   a  view  to  elicit   phrenological    facts,  it  is   plain 
that  particular  ideas  i)ad  been  associated  in  their  minds  with  touches  on 
particular  parts  of  the  head.      In  the  first  case,  for  instance,  the  idea  ot 
brushing  a  coat  was  coupled  in  the  mind  of  the  magnetizer  with  the  or- 
gan of  order;  and  in  the  second,  the  idea  of  singing  was  coupled  with 
the  orgarj  of  tune — both  of  which  organs  lie  near  to  the  organ  of  calcula- 
tion.    This  association  accords  with  other  facts  which  have  been  brought 
to  light  by  means  of  magnetism.     Any  part  of  the  body  of  a  somnambulist, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  may  be  touched  by  a  person  in  communication, 
while  an  idea  is  uppermost   in   his   mind,  to  the  effect   of  associating  that 
idea  with  the  actual  impression  ever  afterwards,  while  die  })atieni  is  in  the 
somnambulic  state.     So  intense  is  the   power   of  association,  in   this  re- 
markable state  of  mind,  that  no  limits  can  be  assigned  to  its  action.     And 
to  it  doubtless  is  due  no  small  share  of  the  pretendeil  demonstrations  of 
phrenology,  where  the  direct  action   of  the  mind  of   the  experimenter 
does  not  obviously  control  the  results. 

To  one  of  these  two  causes,  then,  viz.,  either  the  direct  sympathy 
between  the  minds  of  the  magnetized  and  magnetizer,  or  to  some  pre- 
vious association  between  impressions  and  ideas,  may  all  of  these  phe- 
nomena be  attributed.  Nor  is  a  phreno-magneiist  at  liberty  to  say,  be- 
cause he  does  not  will  a  given  result,  it  does  not  therefore  take  place  by 
the  agency  of  his  own  mind.  No  person  can  do  more  than  imperfectly 
control  the  ideas  that  arise  continually  and  spontaneously  in   his  minrl. 
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But  a  small  proportion  of  them,  only  such  in  fact  as  liiose  to  which 
some  effort  of  aiieiitit)n  lias  been  directed,  are  recollected.  But  that  the 
wandering  vaj^aries  and  tlie  involuntary  tliout,dits  of  the  person  in  com- 
munication may  be  manifested  in  the  mind  of  ihe  patient,  has  been  proved 
over  and  over  again.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Townsend,  in  his  work,  has  some 
striking  examples  of  this  kind.  Among  others,  he  mentions  that  his  pa- 
tient once  quoted  from  a  French  work  which  he  himself  had  lately  been 
reading,  not  merely  the  thought,  but  the  language,  very  much  to  his 
surprise. 

Tiie  classi6cation  of  the  faculties  and  the  location  of  the  organs  on 
the  cranium,  according  to  the  new  school,  afford  a  double  proof  of  their 
imaginary  foundation.  Ideas  which  are  naturally  associated  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  Contrast,  Resemblance,  Contiguity,  &c.,  are  elevated  to  facul- 
ties, and  attributed  to  organs  which  lie  close  by  one  another  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  brain.  Thus  we  have  placed,  side  by  side,  an  organ  of  as- 
cending and  another  of  descending,  one  of  swimming,  another  of  sailing, 
and  so  on.  So  common  are  these  coincidences,  that  they  are  frequently 
alluded  to  by  the  disciples  as  an  interesting  feature  in  their  system.  Very 
interesting,  indeed  !  But  not  more  so  than  the  process  by  which  the 
discovery  of  these  faculties  was  made.  No  person  can  have  witnessed 
or  read  of  many  of  these  exhibitions,  without  noticing  how  often,  when 
the  experiment  at  first  view  seems  to  fail,  on  re-examination  it  is  unex- 
pectedly found  that  the  finger  was  not  placed  exactly  over  the  centre  of 
the  organ  intended  to  be  touched,  but  a  little  to  one  side,  in  fact  en- 
croaching on  son)e  neighboring  organ,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  present 
writer.  Twice  he  essayed  to  touch  the  organ  of  calculation,  once  by  di- 
rectius  his  finger  over  the  external  orbitar  process,  and  once  directed  by 
Spurzheim's  bust.  But  his  maikmanship  was  still  called  in  question  by 
the  phreno-magnetizer.  Let  us  now  place  this  last  fact  by  the  side  of 
the  other,  and  try  the  method  of  proof  by  reversing  the  question.  If  a 
person  places  the  point  of  his  finger  over  a  given  portion  of  the  brain  of 
the  ])atient  while  in  communication  with  him,  with  expectation  of  pro- 
ducing a  given  I'esult,  the  probability  is,  that  he  will  fail  in  a  certain  per 
centage  of  instances.  A  huge  proportion  of  these  failures  will  be  owing 
to  the  unsteadiness  of  his  thoughts  ;  and  again,  in  proportion  as  he  loses 
control  over  his  thoughts,  they  are  apt  to  follow  the  natural  principles  of 
association.  Some  new  thought  arises  in  this  way,  and  is  repeated  in 
the  consciousness  of  the  patient,  even  though  it  may  be  so  transient  and 
fleeting  in  his  own  mind  as  to  escape  attention.  Surprised  at  the  result, 
lie  imagines  he  has  not  touched  the  right  spot.  He  examines  and  per- 
suades himself  that  he  is  a  little  to  one  side,  above,  or  below  the  exact 
point,  and  being  convinced  that  the  train  of  thought  developed  must 
have  had  its  origin  at  his  finger's  end,  he  thinks  he  must  have  excited  a 
new  faculty.  And  his  previous  surprise  is  turned  into  joy  at  the  disco- 
very of  a  now  organ  close  by  the  one  he  aimed  to  touch,  which,  perhaps, 
is  shorn  somewhat  of  its  territory  to  accommodate  its  new  neighbor.  He 
soon  communicates  the  discovery  to  soine  brother  disciple,  who,  on  tiptoe, 
fully  impressed  with  the   idea  to  be  elicited,  magnetizes  another  patient. 
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touches  the  spot,  or  near  it,  and  this  time  all  things  accord  with  })is  pre- 
vious expectations.  The  fame  of  the  new  bump  now  spreads,  and,  like 
various  sorts  of  fame,  "  acquirit  vives  eundo ;"  or,  in  plain  English,  the 
more  it  is  believed,  tiie  niore  the  evidence  accumulates.  In  the  mean- 
while, another  experimenter,  without  hearing  of  these  wondrous  discove- 
ries, gives  off  another  series  of  impressions,  which  are  perpetuated  in  the 
same  way.  At  the  same  time  those  whom  a  roving  imagination  never 
taught  to  stray  from  the  precepts  of  Gall,  find  the  heads  of  their  subjects 
just  as  tiiey  always  had  been,  marked  and  approved  by  Spurzheim. 
Hence  one  finds  but  thirty-six  organs  ;  another,  one  hundred  and  fifty. 
Hence  Neurology.  Hence  an  organ  for  every  disease,  if  a  man  should 
happen  to  magnetize  in  a  fit  of  spleen  :  and  if  he  repeat  the  process  when 
convalescent,  perhaps  he  will  find  an  organ  for  every  remedy. 

In  concluding  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  would  add  that  the  great  error 
of  the  phreno-magnetists,  and  the  source  of  their  other  errors,  consists  in 
introducing  two  causes  to  account  for  that  which  one  would  account  for 
as  well.  It  is  acknowledged  by  theniselves  that  mind  sympathizes  with 
mind  in  the  magnetic  state,  whether  body  does  with  body  or  not.  ll  is 
therefore  incumbent  on  them  to  prove  the  impossibility  of  attributing 
these  results  to  mental  sympathy,  before  they  introduce  the  complex  ma- 
chinery which  they  are  now  in  the  habit  of  using.  And  in  order  to  do 
this,  experiments,  conducted  with  much  more  caution  than  any  yet  re- 
corded, are  requisite. 

[To  be  continued.) 


INFL.\.MIVIATION    OF      LIGAMENTS,    CARTILAGES      AND    BONES     OF 

HIP-JOINT. 

[Communieated  for  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .Tounifil.) 

In  the  latter  part  of  July,  the  patient,  a  boy  aet.  7  or  8,  was  poisoned 
with  dogwood,  some  of  which  he  ate.  Skin  of  different  parts  of  body 
(particularly  face)  was  inflamed,  swollen  and  red,  like  inflammation  of 
erysipelas.  After  appai'ent  recovery  from  this,  severe  pain  was  com- 
plained of  in  both  hips,  extending  down  both  legs,  with  very  extensive 
and  diffltsed  swelling  of  one  leg  and  partial  swelling  of  the  other.  Ex- 
treme sensitiveness  to  pressure  in  both  liips  and  both  legs ;  but  most 
particularly  where  swelling  was  greatest.  A  physician  was  called,  but 
was  unable  to  decide  with  any  certainly  between  poisoning,  rheumatism, 
sciatica,  neuralgia,  &lc.  &c.  Constitutional  symptoms  were  very  severe 
from  commencement  of  pain.  Dr.  Revere,  of  the  New  York  Univer- 
sity, was  passing  the  summer  in  the  town,  and  was  invited  to  see  the 
patient  with  him.  He  supposed  it  as  near  neuralgia  as  anything  else, 
and  recommended  ointments,  &;c.  Soon  after,  appearances  of  suppura- 
tion presented  over  the  lower  part  of  tibia  of  side  most  swollen.  On 
making  a  superficial  and  small  opening,  about  a  gill  of  healthy  matter  was 
discharged,  with  slight  reduction  of  swelling,  but  no  relief  of  pain. 
Opening  healed  very  soon  after,  and  swelling  increased  as  before. 
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The  writer  being  on  a  visit  in  tli-e  neighborirood,  was  asked  by  the 
mother  to  look  at  the  child.  Pain  and  swelling  were  both  excessive ; 
constitutional  symptoms  very  severe  ;  |)ulse quick;  strength  much  reduced. 
The  weather  was  very  warm.  Patient  was  semi-recumbent  on  cushions 
placed  in  a  chair,  legs  nmch  drawn  up,  and  excessively  painful  to  touch 
or  the  least  motion.  Complained  also  of  soreness  on  "  sacrum  and  glu- 
tei." On  inquiry  as  to  this,  discovered  that  no  one  had  looked  at  the  part, 
from  supposed  impossibility  of  turning  the  patient  (as  it  gave  great  pain). 
First  informing  parent  of  extreme  danger  of  sloughing,  and  preparing 
bed  for  the  proper  position  of  patient,  with  legs  drawn  up,  the  child  was 
turned  immediately.  The  appearance  of  the  part  was  truly  alarming. 
It  was  swollen  considerably  ;  cuticle  very  red  and  detached  in  several 
places,  with  purulent  discharge,  and  a  black  slough,  half  an  inch  in  di- 
ameter. The  part  was  immediately  bathed  in  warm  water,  and  a  large, 
soft  and  mild  milk  poultice  applied.  Proceeding  to  examine  the  legs,  it 
was  found  that  the  one  that  had  been  opened  was  almost  ready  to  burst 
with  excess  of  swelling  ;  that  the  opening  had  been  healed  lor  several 
days,  but  that  there  were  strong  appearances  of  suppuration  immediately 
below  head  of  tibia  on  outside  of  leg,  directly  above  first  incision.  I  sug- 
gested to  the  mother  the  immediate  necessity  of  making  a  free  opening 
to  save  the  patient's  life  or  leg,  and  requested  her  to  call  the  physician 
in  attendance,  as  soon  as  possible.  Unable  to  find  the  physician,  she  re- 
quested me  to  do  whatever  1  thought  necessary.  Thinking  the  affection 
(whatever  it  might  prove)  was  "  deep-seated,"  I  made  an  incision  about 
two  inches  lonj^,  directly  in  scar  of  first  incision,  extending  it  to  a  depth 
sufficient  to  feel  the  bone  the  whole  extent  of  the  external  wound.  No 
pure  matter  was  discharged,  but  very  thin  blood  and  serum  to  the  amount 
of  six  or  eight  ounces  in  as  many  hours.  The  bone  did  not  appear  to 
be  in  a  sloughy  state  at  the  seat  of  incision,  but  the  free  incision  seemed 
to  relieve  the  extreme  tension  and  swelling,  for  in  less  than  twenty-four 
hours  the  swelling  had  evidently  abated,  and  all  appearance  of  sup- 
puration disappeared,  though  these  appearances  were  strongest  imme- 
diately below  knee.  Dr.  Stinipson,  of  Dedham,  was  called  by  the  at- 
tending physician  (who  saw  the  patient  six  hours  subsequent  to  my  opening 
and  relieving  the  swelling).  Dr.  S.  saw  patient  twelve  hours  after 
incision,  and  was  somewhat  excited  and  alarmed  at  the  sight  of  the  integu- 
ments of  the  back  ;  and  after  his  usual  careful  examination  of  all  the 
facts,  was  inclined  to  the  belief  that  there  was  inflanirnation  in  some  part 
of  the  ligaments,  bone,  periosteum  or  articular  cartilages ;  with  suppura- 
tion and  ulceration,  apparently  in  one  or  both  hip-joints,  or  in  their  neigh- 
borhood. He  recommended  the  usual  constitutional  remedies,  and  a 
poultice  to  the  whole  limb,  with  directions  to  keep  the  incision  as  free  as 
possible. 

I  am  aware  that  incisions  are  often  made  after  escape  of  pus  from 
cavity  of  joint  ;  but  it  seems  that  a  free  incision  (prior  to  suppuration  so 
extensive  as  to  rupture  the  cavity  of  the  joint,  or  ])rior  to  the  suppurative 
stage  of  inflammation),  extending  through  the  periosteum  or  even  into 
the  cavity  of  the  joint,  would  greatly  relieve,  if  not  entirely  remove   the 
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inflamaiatioii.  We  see  the  good  eftects  of  this  treatment  in  osteal  pa- 
ronychia, frequently  preventing  sloughing  of  the  bone  and  inimediately 
arresting  a  dangerous  swelling.  Will  the  analogy  hold  in  this  case  ?  1 
think  it  must.  It  certainly  is  wortliy  of  consideration.  Om-  remedies 
frequently  "  scotch  the  disease,  but  seldom  kill  it,"  for  ihey  act  (if  at 
all)  only  indirectJij.  Though  the  swelling  immediately  below  the  knee 
had  no  direct  comnumication  with  the  part  incised,  yet  all  appearances  of 
suppuration  soon  disappeared,  and  reason  and  analogy  show  it  to  have  been 
proper  treatment ;  though  some  deny  it.  The  immense  swelling,  pain,  and 
constitutional  symptoms,  in  such  cases,  arise  mose  from  the  confinement  of 
the  inflammation  or  pus,  than  from  the  nature  or  seat  of  disease.  This  pa- 
tient was  first  seen  by  me  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  had  been  seen  by 
the  attending  physician  on  Sunday  morning  before.  The  child  then 
complained  of  soreness  over  sacrum  and  nates,  but  for  some  reason  or 
other  they  were  not  examined,  though  the  parents  were  made  aware 
of  the  necessity  of  extreme  caution  in  such  cases.  Tlie  position  of  the 
patient  had  not  been  changed  from  the  commencement  of  the  severity 
of  the  symptoms,  except  from  lying  on  back,  to  sitting  reclining  back- 
wards, on  account  of  believing  any  other  posture  impossible. 

The  patient  seemed  for  a  fortnight  to  be  a  little  reliev^ed  ;  fever,  swell- 
ing and  pain  abating,  and  appetite  returning.  The  slough  on  the  back, 
before  mentioned,  had  not  yet  separated,  when  symptoms  took  a  decid- 
edly unfavorable  turn.  Hectic  increased,  appetite  and  strength  failed, 
the  yet  unhealed  ulcerations  of  back  assumed  a  slightly  livid  appearance, 
an  appearance  of  inflammation  appeared  over  tuberosity  of  iscliium,  with 
considerable  swelling,  a  slough  formed  of  the  diameter  of  a  quarter  of  a 
dollar,  and  a  large  and  diffused  swelling  formed  immediately  below  the 
trochanter  of  opposite  side,  the  contents  of  which  appeared,  through  the 
skin,  to  be  a  fluid  of  a  dark  color,  with  considerable  appearance  of  red- 
ness of  integuments.  There  was  also  some  discharge  of  blood  from  the 
bowels.  The  constant  change  of  position  and  regular  discharges  of  bow- 
els had  not  been  attended  to  with  the  strictness  absolutely  necessary  in 
patients  afllicted  as  this  one  was  ;  and  I  thought  the  strength,  or  rather 
the  last  efforts  of  nature,  would  succumb  in  course  of  ten  or  twelve  hours, 
to  the  severity  of  the  symptoms,  some  of  which  were  necessary,  and 
others  accidental.  Nature,  however,  finally  prevailed,  and  in  the  course 
of  twenty-four  hours  the  patient's  strength  seemed  to  rally,  the  swelling 
below  the  trochanter  gradually  diminished  in  size  and  grew  hard,  and 
the  appetite  improved.  For  the  last  three  or  four  days  the  pain  appear- 
ed to  have  subsided  altogether,  even  the  soreness  of  integuments,  and 
there  was  great  tendency  to  oedema,  following  the  laws  of  gravity. 
These  unfavorable  symptotns,  however,  have  now  disappeared.  The 
first  slough  was  cut  off  about  a  week  since  ;  the  second  is  loose,  but  of 
considerable  depth,  with  ulceration  around  it  of  tolerably  healthy  appear- 
ance. JVates  of  left  side  now  showed  the  characteristic  appearance  of 
suppuration  of  joints,  and  Dr.  Stimpson,  who  now  saw  the  patient  again, 
was  quite  positive  that  this  affection  n)ust  have  been  the  origin  of  the 
symptoms. 
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On  careful  inquiry,  it  was  found  that  tho  child  had  pain,  lanicncss  and 
enlargement  of  glands  of  groin,  prior  to  (lie  poisoning.  Patient  seems 
now  tolerably  comfortable,  but  disease  in  the  hip  seenis  going  through  the 
usual  routine,  as  it  is  quite  tender,  &,c.  &:c.  ;  though  the  limb  does  not 
appear  yet  to  be  shortened  or  lengthened,  and  no  outlet  for  pus  is  yet 
formed. 

1  should  be  happy  to  apjirise  you  of  the  result  of  the  case,  should 
you  desire  it.  T.  K.  Thomas,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Canton,  Ms.,  Sept.  2oth,  1843. 


THE   GROWTH    OF   THE   BEARD   MEDICALLY  CONSIDERED. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Deeming  the  subject  of  the  human  hair  of  no  inconsideiable  im- 
portance in  a  medical  point  of  view,  and  being  fully  of  the  opinion  that 
much  may  be  done  towards  the  preservation  of  health  by  a  clear  under- 
standing of  the  nature  and  uses  of  this  appendage,  we  lake  the  liberty 
of  submitting  to  the  profession  the  following  ideas  in  relation  to  the 
subject. 

It  has  been  well  remarked  by  physiologists,  that  "  Nature  in  her 
works  is  never  superjltious."  Our  Creator,  when  he  made  man,  formed 
him  in  his  own  unnge,  jycrfect.  Not  only  was  the  body  fashioned  comely 
and  symmetrical  in  its  proportions,  but  every  part,  every  appendage,  was 
given  him  for  some  wise  and  useful  purpose.  We  therefore  assert  that 
the  practice  of  shaving  the  beard,  and  thus  de|)riving  the  face,  throat 
and  chest  of  that  efficient  protection  which  nature  has  provided,  is  one 
of  those  pernicious  customs  which  an  imperious  and  h\'nu\  fashion  has  in- 
troduced, and  which  has  conduced  materially  to  the  profluction  of  the 
numerous  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  with  which  mankind  are 
afflicted. 

In  order  to  substantiate  this  position,  it  is  necessary  to  inquire  whether 
those  who  wear  the  beard  long,  are  as  prone  to  affections  of  the  throat 
and  breast  as  those  who  are  shaven. 

By  recurring  to  the  customs  of  the  ancients,  both  previous  and  for  a 
long  period  subsequent  to  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  it  will  be  seen  that  it 
was  customary  to  wear  the  hair  and  beard  long.  We  also  learn  from 
the  best  authorities,  that  diseases  of  the  throat  and  chest,  as  well  as  scro- 
fula and  analogous  complaints,  were  of  very  rare  occurrence  aniong  them. 
Irrdeed,  we  believe  it  to  be  a  fact  which  cannot  be  controverteil,  that 
with  those  nations  where  the  hair  and  beard  are  worn  long,  the  people 
ate  moie  hardy  and  robust  and  much  less  subject  to  diseases,  [)aiticularly 
of  a  pulmonary  character,  than  those  who  shave.  The  Turk,  the  Russ, 
the  Greenlander,  the  Persian,  &c.,  have  been  nearly  exempt  from  bron- 
chial and  lung  complaints,  in  comparison  with  the  European  and  Ameri- 
can. Nor  can  this  be  attributed  to  any  climatic  influence,  for  no  people 
are  more  exposed  to  atmospheric  changes  than  the  inhabitants  of  those 
northern  regions. 
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Tlie  fashion  of  shaving  the  beard,  like  many  otlier  foolish  and  inju- 
rious customs  of  civilized  life,  has  often  originated  from  absurd  and  ridicu- 
lous causes.  Among  the  first  who  practised  shaving  the  beard,  were  the 
soldiers  of  Alexander  the  Great,  who  were  commanded  to  remove  their 
beards  in  order  that  they  might  not  serve  as  handles  to  their  enemies  in 
battle  !  When  Louis  XI 11.  ascended  the  throne  of  France,  in  1656,  it 
was  the  custom  of  the  inhabitants  to  allow  their  faces  to  remain  as  then- 
Creator  made  them.  This  monarch,  however,  was  a  beardless  youth, 
and  thus,  in  order  to  ape  royalty,  was  shaving  introduced  and  beards  pro- 
scribed. In  Spain,  also,  was  the  fashion  introduced  in  a  similar  manner. 
Philip  V.  was  a  beardless  hoy,  and  therefore,  for  fashion's  sake,  did  his 
subjects,  hitherto  noble  and  manly  in  appearance,  reduce  themselves  to 
this  unnatural  and  childish  state. 

The  hair  being  a  bad  conductor  of  caloric,  is  admirably  calculated  to 
retain  the  heat  of  those  parts  which  it  covers,  and  to  protect  the  impor- 
tant organs  within  from  the  effects  of  cold  and  the  constant  atmospheric 
vicissitudes  to  which  man  must  be  exposed.  Tlie  importance  of  this 
protective  agent  will  be  appreciated  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  how  many 
inflammatory  attacks  are  induced  by  the  sudden  application  of  cold,  and 
by  suppressing  that  function  so  necessary  to  health,  the  perspiration. 
With  a  long  and  heavy  beard,  a  man  can  brave,  with  impunity,  the 
"  peltings  of  the  pitiless  storm,"  and  bid  defiance  to  the  cold  winds  of 
winter,  while  a  shaven  and  unguarded  throat  must  succumb  to  the  pierc- 
ing blast. 

Would  the  limits  of  a  periodical  permit,  a  great  number  of  facts  might 
be  cited  illustrative  of  this  statement.  Suffice  it,  however,  to  say,  that 
for  a  number  of  years  past,  in  all  cases  of  "  throat  ail,"  bronchitis,  ca- 
tarrh and  debility  of  the  lungs,  it  has  been  our  practice  to  recommend 
the  growth  of  the  beard  as  an  important  auxiliary  in  restoring  the  parts 
to  their  normal  state.  The  adoption  of  this  advice  has  been  attended,  in 
every  instance,  with  decided  and  happy  results. 

The  question  has  been  often  asked,  why  clergymen  are  more  troubled 
with  affections  of  the  throat,  than  lawyers  and  other  public  speakers. 
When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  nearly  all  ministers  keep  themselves  shaved, 
while,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  lawyers  and  others  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  speaking  in  public,  permit  the  hair  to  grow  under  their  chins,  the  an- 
swer will  be  apparent.  The  fact  that  the  irritation  is  situated  in  that 
part  of  the  larynx  which  is  exposed,  would  seem  to  confirm  the  views  we 
have  taken.  ... 

Aside  from  its  utility  in  a  medical  point  of  view,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  a  luxuriant  and  flowing  beard  adds  to  the  grace  and  dignity  of  a 
man.  As  a  smooth  and  soft  face  gives  to  the  female  that  delicacy  and 
feminine  tenderness  which  is  so  appropriate  to  her  sphere,  so  does  the 
beard  give  to  the  male  the  manly  dignity  and  sternness  of  aspect  which 
is  so  well  adapted  to  him  who  is  to  brave  the  tempests  of  a  rough  world. 
We  are  aware  of  the  delicate  ground  on  which  we  tread  when  attempting 
to  interfere  with  any  prevailing  mode,  and  we  expect  that  every  weazen- 
faced  and  sandy-bearded  individual   will  endeavor  to  ridicule  and  decry 
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our  benevolent  eftbrts  ;  but  we  shall  persevere  in  our  efforts  to  introduce 
a  more  close  imitation,  jjhi/sicaUy  as  well  as  mentallij,  of  the  wise  and 
holy  patriarchs  of  old.  They,  like  good  and  true  men,  did  not  attempt 
to  improve  upon  the  workmanship  of  the  great  Architect  of  all,  but  pre- 
served that  distinctive  mark  between  the  sexes  which  the  long  and  manly 
beard  gave  them. 

It  has  been  said  that  man  is  naturally  subject  to  no  diseases  except 
those  which  result  from  old  age.  And  who  can  doubt,  when  contemplat- 
ing the  many  barbarous  customs  of  society,  that  there  is  much  truth  in 
the  assertion  ?  Behold  how  the  beautiful  female  figure  is  constantly  press- 
ed out  of  all  natural  shape  and  symmetry,  by  the  use  of  those  "  infernal 
machines,"  corsets  and  stays !  See  these  waspish  deformities  pining 
through  their  brief  career,  and  transmitting  to  their  offspring  the  feeble 
and  imperfect  organizations  which  such  an  utter  perversion  of  nature's 
laws  must  ever  inflict. 

If  there  is  propriety  or  reason  in  mutilating  the  body  by  shaving  off  the 
hair  or  by  contracting  the  diameter  of  the  chest  with  corsets,  Sic,  then  there  • 
is  propriety  in  arresting  the  growth  of  the  feet  a  la  Chinese,  and  flattening 
the  bones  of  the  cranium  alter  the  manner  of  the  Flat-head  Indians.  If 
we  sanction  the  bar6erous  customs  of  our  own  country,  let  us  not  con- 
demn the  bar6(rrous  practices  of  other  nations. 

October  16,  1843. 


MASSACHUSETTS   HOMCEOPATHIC   FRATERNITY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SiK, — As  a  matter  of  any  importance,  in  itself,  it  would  not  be  of  conse- 
quence to  notice  a  misstatement  in  your  last  Journal,  in  relation  to  the 
above-named  fraternity  ;  yet  it  might  be  unbecoming  in  me  to  allow  it 
to  pass  without  correction.  You  designate  me  as  the  President  of  that 
association.  I  a/ra /jo^  its  President.  It  has  elected  no  such  officer,  but 
has  been  served  by  a  Secretary  only,  and  by  a  Chairman  chosen  at  each 
meeting. 

Please  insert  this  in  your  next  No.  and  oblige  J.  F.  Flagg. 

Boston,  October  2ith,  1843. 

P.  S. — If  you  think  it  will  be  of  interest  to  your  readers,  you  may, 
if  you  please,  add,  that — 

The  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Fraternity  held  its  first  meeting, 
about  four  years  ago,  with  only  four  members.  Less  than  three  years 
since,  its  constitution  was  adopted  by  seven  signers.  These  have  increas- 
ed to  sixteen  or  seventeen,  and  others  have  been  elected,  bringing  its  pre- 
sent number  lo  about  twenty  or  more — all  members  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society — none  being  admitted  who  are  not  either  Fellows 
of  that  Society,  or  eligible  tliereto. 

The  Fraternity  hold  their  meetings  monthly,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
mutual  improvement  in  the  science  and  practice  of  homcEopathy.  They 
have  evinced  no  desire  for  notoriety,  not  even  to  proclaim  their  existence 
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as  an  association.  (This  you  have  now  done  for  them.)  They  were 
united  under  the  convictions  obtained  by  some  experience,  that  iiomoe- 
opathy  was  a  subject  deserving  their  most  serious  attention,  and  demand- 
mg  (heir  candid  examination  ;  and  it  is  not  known  that  a  single  mem- 
ber has  seen  cause  to  change  his  opinion,  or  relinquish  the  pursuit  of  his 
studies  and  practice  in  the  new  system. 

They  depend  on  homcEopathy,  most  of  them  entirely,  olheis  mainly 
and  so  lar  as  their  knowledge  and  experience  in  it  will  warrant,  for  their 
own  persons  and  families  when  medical  treatment  is  required  ;  and  this  in 
cases  mild  or  severe,  acute  or  chronic,  and  with  highly  satisfactory  results. 

In  the  pursuit  of  homoeopathy,  however,  they  fully  and  emphatically 
disclaim  all  fellowship  or  sympathy  with  those  who  are  endeavoring  to 
mtroduce  or  extend  it  by  the  tricks  and  arts  of  irregular  practitioners^  or 
reckless  impostors  ;  and  jiarticularly  such  as  have  been,  for  the  last  year 
or  more,  advertising  and  puffing  themselves  in  the  newspapers,  as  "  Ho- 
mmopathic  Physicians,''  offering  for  sale  "  homoeopathic  specifics "  for 
all  manner  of  diseases,  and  striving  to  impose  on  the  uninformed  and 
credulous,  for  homoeopathy,  that  which  is  entirely  adverse  to  its  princi- 
ples and  practice.  j    p    p 


A   SOUTHERN   WINTER'S  RESIDENCE    FOR   INVALIDS. 

[The  following  letter,  addressed  by  Mr.  M.  C.  Heald,  of  Georgia,  to  Dr. 
North,  of  Saratoga  Springs,  contains  information  so  explicit,  and,  on  the 
whole,  so  favorable,  that  we  take  the  earliest  opportunity,  in  compliance 
with  the  suggestions  and  permission  of  Dr.  N.,  to  lay  it  before  the  read- 
ers of  the  Journal  for  the  benefit  of  such  of  their  employers  and  friends 
as  are  contemplating  a  flight  to  the  South  for  the  winter.  South  New- 
port IS  said  to  be  about  eighteen  miles  north  of  Darien,  on  the  stage  road 
to  Savannah.] 

Dr.  M.   L.  North— Dear  Sir,— Your  favor  of  Sept.  20th  came 
safely  to  hand,  somewhat  retarded   by  a  temporary  derangement  of  the 
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Dr.  Sylvester  was  right  in  saying  to  you  that  I  am  a  northerner  and  a 
temperance  man  ;  also  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

1  shall  be  willing  to  take  boarders  for  the  winter  or  by  the  year  if  they 
can  put  up  with  many  privations  which  could  be  readily  prevented  in  a 
northern  market.  Our  mode  of  living  is  quite  different  from  the  north- 
ern ;  but  in  case  any  one  requested,  I  can  order  supplies  from  Boston  or 
New  York,  but  it  would  make  an  extra  expense.  I  have  concluded, 
upon  deliberation,  that  I  cannot  board,  furnishing  lights,  fuel,  doing  wash- 
■"o'  ^c.,  for  less  than  .f  2,50  per  week,  which  is  as" low  for  this  se°ason  as 
^2  was  for  the  last.  However,  in  case  I  could  get  from  ten  to  fifteen 
boarders,  I  would  board  for  less,  say  1^2  or  ,f  2,25.  My  place  is  six 
miles  from  the  Presbyterian  church,  [)ut  within  forty  rods  of  the  Baptist 
church,  that  has  preaching  half  the  time  by  an  excellent  man,  educated 
at  the  North,  who  seldom  meddles  with  sectarian  principles. 
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Persons  spending  the  season  here  will  have  the  post  office  in  the  same 
house,  as  I  am  the  post-master.  I  also  keep  a  small  store,  am  near  a 
river,  have  a  fine  sail-boat  that  can  carry  about  twenty  persons,  and  we 
often  take  a  trip  to  the  sea  islands  to  hunt,  he.  We  have  plenty  of  deer 
and  a  fine  chance  for  sport. 

Vessels  make  the  voyage  from  New  York  to  Savannah  or  Darien  in 
from  four  to  six  days,  and  charge  from  .^1.5  to  ^-25.  Stage  fare  from 
Savannah  to  this  place,  $4.  From  Darien,  $2.  Runs  every  day  in  the 
winter,  Sundays  excepted. 

We  have  a  very  mild  climate.  I  have  not  seen  an  ounce  of  snow  in 
this  place  in  six  years.  We  have  very  little  sickness  in  the  winter  season, 
and  physicians  are  scattered. 

Strangers  are  generally  well  pleased  with  this  place,  which  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  is  as  pleasant  as  any  in  Georgia.  We  have  very  good 
water,  have  plenty  of  fish  and  oysters  ;  can  sail  to  the  oyster  banks,  take 
in  a  supply  and  return  with  the  flood  tide.  In  the  Spring  we  can  catch 
fish  weighing  from  50  to  100  pounds,  in  the  river  below  me,  which  is 
fine  sport.  There  is  plenty  to  divert  one  in  the  vicinity,  and  strangers  are 
generally  well  pleased  with  the  people  about  us. 

In  case  you  come  yourself,  or  send  any  boarders  out  to  this  place, 
I  should  be  pleased  to  know  it  a  few  days  previously.  If  1  could  be 
sure  of  twenty  or  thirty  boarders  next  year,  I  would  make  all  necessary 
arrangements  for  them,  and  could  board  for  ^'2  a  week. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  all  shall  be  done,  for  the  comfort  of  boarderSj 
that  lies  in  my  power.     I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

South  Newport,  Ga.,  Oct.  7,  1843.  M.  C.  Heald. 


ON    SEMINAL   DISCHARGES  FROM    THE   URETHRA. 

By  James  Douglas,  M.D.,  Glasgow. 

Since  reading  the  papers  in  the  Gazette  by  Mr.  Phillips*,  on  involuntary 
discharges  of  spermatic  fluid,  I  have  always  intended  to  send  a  note  of 
my  small  experience  on  this  subject,  but  have  delayed  rather  too  long  for 
it  to  come  into  close  enough  relation  with  his.  The  readers  of  the 
Gazette  will  probably  remember,  however,  that  after  describing  the  causes 
and  the  debilitating  effects  of  these  discharges,  Mr.  Phillips  explained 
M.  Lallemand's  plan  of  treatment,  by  cauterizing  the  prostatic  portion  of 
the  urethra  with  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  gave  an  account  of  the  cases  in 
which  he  himself  had  put  it  in  practice. 

In  October,  1837,  1  read  a  paper  on  spermatorrhoea  before  the  Glas- 
gow Medical  Society,  in  which  I  gave  an  account  of  Professor  Lalle- 
mand's opinions  on  this  subject,  and  the  history  of  a  case  which  had 
occurred  to  myself.  The  patient  was  a  medical  man,  and  he  was  so  im- 
pressed with  the  truth  of  M.  Lallemand's  doctrine,  with  which  I  had 
made  him  acquainted,  that  he  formed  the  resolution   of  visiting  Mont- 

*  See  this  Journal,  Vol.  XXVII L,  pages  35,  89,  413. 
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pellier,  and  being  operated  on  by  the  Professor  himself.  This  was  accord- 
ingly done;  but  he  did  not  remain  sufBciently  long  under  M.  L.'s  care 
to  see  that  there  should  be  no  need  for  a  repetition  of  the  application. 
He  was,  however,  greatly  benefited,  the  discharges  having  become  much 
more  rare.  Some  months  after  he  desired  me  to  cauterize  the  prostatic 
urethra  for  him  again,  which  I  did  very  freely,  and  a  renewed  improve- 
ment was  the  result,  although  the  discharges  have  never  entirely  ceased. 

Last  vear  a  case  occurred  to  me,  which  I  treated  with  a  different  local 
application.  As  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  effect  of  the  caustic  on  the 
urethra  must  be  very  much  the  same  which  its  solution  has  on  the  con- 
junctiva, diminishing  its  sensibility  or  irritability,  1  thought  that  perhaps 
n  solution  of  opium  might  serve  the  purpose  as  well,  or  perhaps  better, 
attempting  at  the  same  time  to  give  tone  to  the  parts  by  the  use  of  gene- 
ral means. 

R.  M'G.,  set.  28.  Nov.  20th,  1842.  About  six  years  ago  fell  into 
the  practice  of  masturbation  ;  at  that  time  having  never  touched  a  woman. 
For  about  twelve  months  was  much  given  to  tliat  bad  practice,  and  ever 
since  has  continued  it  occasionally.  About  seven  months  after  first  com- 
mencing masturbation  had  sexual  connection,  and  but  seldom  since. 

Five  or  six  months  ago  he  complained  to  me  of  frequent  slight  head- 
ache, and  giddiness  in  looking  down,  which  he  attributed  to  derangement 
of  the  stomach,  and  treated  as  such,  with  but  partial  success. 

In  August  last  he  first  noticed  that  he  lost  semen  at  night  during  sleep  ; 
not  thrown  out  in  the  way  of  ejaculation,  but  running  from  him  gradually, 
and  without  any  pleasurable  sensation  ;  also  without  any  lascivious  dreams, 
and  with  scarcely  any  erection.  About  the  same  time  he  noticed  the  se- 
men to  be  parted  with  wlien  at  stool,  and  frequently  also  when  making 
water. 

In  the  beginning  of  October  he  told  me  of  this  complaint.  I  inquired 
whether  he  liad  given  up  the  bad  practice  which  occasioned  it,  and  he 
pled  guilty  to  still  polluting  himself  with  it  sometimes.  I  made  him 
promise  to  give  it  up  entirely,  and  this  promise  he  has  faithfully  kept.  I 
then  put  him  on  an  ounce  of  steel  (tr.  mur.  ferri),  and  ordered  the  shower- 
bath,  cold,  every  morning.  By  the  end  of  October  he  said  that  he  felt 
his  general  health  improved,  but  that  the  emissions  still  continued.  I  then 
ordered  a  mixture  of  mucilage  with  watery  solution  of  opium,  one  grain 
of  opium  and  three  grains  of  acetate  of  lead  to  the  ounce  of  the  mix- 
ture, to  be  injected  into  the  back  part  of  the  urethra,  and  even  into  the 
bladder.  In  ten  days  I  doubled  the  strength  of  the  opium.  This  was 
used  three  times  a  day.  When  the  injection  was  first  allowed  to  pass 
back,  it  produced  a  sensation  of  heat,  and  afterwards  a  pleasing  soothing 
feeling.  It  has  now  been  used  for  three  weeks,  and  the  improvement  is 
very  marked.  He  has  now  no  nocturnal  emissions,  and  very  rarely  when 
at  stool,  and  these  only  to  a  very  small  extent. 

I  recommended  him  at  this  date  to  change  the  muriate  of  iron  for  the 
carbonate,  and  to  continue  the  shower-bath  and  the  injection. 

Dec.  6th. — Has  improved  very  much  in  his  general  appearance.  Uses 
the  injection  now  only  before  going  to  bed.     Has  had  no  nocturnal  emis- 
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sions  since  former  date  (i\ov.  20th),  and  very  few  when  at  stool,  and 
none  at  all  with  his  urine.     1  advised  him  to  continue. 

This  summer  I  had  occasion  to  see  him  on  account  of  dysentery,  and 
learned  that  he  was  almost  entirely  free  of  his  annoyance,  the  only  reme- 
dy which  he  still  uses  beinj^  the  shower-bath. 

Sliould  this  treatment,  by  injecting  the  solution  of  sugar  of  lead  with 
opium,  mixed  with  mucilage,  be  found  generally  serviceable,  it  will  have 
the  advantage  of  not  requiring  the  confinement  which  is  necessary  for 
some  days  after  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver. — Loudon  Medi- 
cal Gazette. 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL   AND    SURGICAL   JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,      NOVEMBER     1,    1843. 


Sulphur-fuvie  Baths. — In  Italy  there  is  a  volcanic  district  called  Solfa- 
tara,  containing  a  natural  apparatus  or  laboratory  for  generating  sulphu- 
rous vapor,  the  therapeutic  properties  of  which,  it  is  said,  have  been 
known  to  the  vicinal  population  for  ages.  This  gas  is  continually  pour- 
ed forth  through  fissures  in  the  earth,  and  over  these  the  inhabitants  build 
small  huts,  in  which  they  expose  their  naked  bodies  to  the  action  of  the 
vapor  for  the  cure  of  various  diseases. — [Vid.  Phil.  Journal  of  Med.  and 
Physical  Sciences,  Vol.  III.,  page  126.] 

To  Dr.  Gales,  of  Paris,  more  than  to  any  other  medical  man,  is  due 
the  credit  of  making  the  first  scientific  application  of  sulphur  fumigation, 
combined  with  artificial  heat,  in  the  treatment  of  various  intractable  com- 
plaints. In  1816  he  published,  by  order  of  the  French  government,  his 
Memoirs  and  Reports  on  the  efficacy  of  sulphurous  fumigations,  in  the 
treatment  of  diseases  of  the  skin,  joints  and  glandular  system,  chronic 
rheumatism,  paralytic  affections,  &c.  The  subjoined  extract  is  from  a 
report  of  the  "  Faculty  of  Physic  of  Paris,"  made  in  1815,  touching  the 
merits  of  the  remedy  in  question,  and  may  not  be  without  its  use  to  the 
medical  profession  on  this  side  the  Atlantic. 

"  The  Faculty  named  a  Committee,  which  has  pursued  their  experiments 
on  these  methods  and  compared  them  with  other  remedies.  The  fumiga- 
tions which  Dr.  Gales  first  brought  into  use,  to  heal  diseases  of  the  skin 
and  other  chronic  maladies,  is  a  remedy  which,  in  many  instances,  has 
been  attended  with  more  efficacy  than  others  which  have  usually  been 
employed  up  to  the  present  time — such  as  the  juices  and  apozems  to  which 
we  give  the  name  of  depuratives,  the  internal  and  external  use  of  mercury, 
the  various  preparations  of  antimony  and  sulphur,  internally  or  exter- 
nally, &c.  &c. 

"  This  new  method,  moreover,  presents  two  important  points  in  the 
practice  of  physic  as  it  respects  herpetic  affections ;  for  hereditary  dis- 
eases have  bee?i  cured  by  it,  even  those  hereditary  scorbutic  complaints  which 
had  existed  from  earliest  infancy ,  and  seemed  to  be  incurable  from  the  long 
continuance  of  the  disease  and  its  adherence  to  the  economy  of  the  pa- 
tient's constitution.     Some  of  these  patients  had  been  treated  by  a  great 
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number  of  remedies,  had  despaired  of  recovery,  yet  were  radically  cured 
by  this  method. 

'  "  This  remedy,  which  appears  to  convey  an  exciting  eflfect  to  the  lym- 
phatic and  absorbent  systems,  has  been  employed  to  counteract  such  affec- 
tions as  seem  to  depend  on  a  want  of  tone  in  the  system — as  scrofulous 
and  certain  other  swellings.  This  remedy  has  also  been  employed  in 
gout,  rheumatism,  palsy,  and  many  other  diseases,  and  often  with  the 
greatest  success.  By  this  method  rheumatic  affections  are  readily  cured  ; 
more  especially  as.  in  gout,  when  the  disease  has  been  of  a  chronic 
nature. 

"  In  stating  the  results  of  our  observations,  as  well  as  from  the  avowal 
of  Dr.  Gales,  we  fear  not  to  assert  the  inefficacy  of  the  fumigation  in 
some  cases  ;  but  the  constancy  of  the  effects  which  we  have  experienced 
from  it  in  curing  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  the  advantages  which  have 
been  derived  from  the  practice  in  the  treatment  of  other  diseases — advan- 
tages which  time  and  new  experiments  may  yet  extend — all  conjoin  to  dis- 
pose us  in  favor  of  the  remedy.  We  ought,  however,  to  observe,  that  if 
the  success  attending  its  use  has  not  always  been  the  same,  its  applica- 
tion has  never  been  attended  with  any  prejudicial  consequences  ;  and  we 
merely  state  these  circumstances  resulting  from  its  immediate  effects,  that 
every  practitioner  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  true  judgment  of  them." 

The  report  from  which  the  above  extracts  are  taken  was  signed  by 
Leroux,  Dubois,  Dupuytren,  Richerand.  &c.  After  receiving  the  approba- 
tion of  such  eminent  men,  the  fumigating  baths  immediately  enjoyed  the 
confidence  and  extensive  patronage  of  all  the  leading  members  of  the 
medical  .faculty  of  Paris,  and  have  been  in  active  operation  in  the  princi- 
pal hospitals  of  that  city  for  more  than  twenty  years.  The  annual  num- 
ber adininistered'at  some  of  these  establishments  is  very  great.  At  the 
Hospital  of  St.  Louis  alone,  the  number  is  more  than  180,000,  besides 
those  given  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  Maison  Royale  de  Sante,  &c.  Dr.  Green 
states  that  of  sixty-two  patients  whom  he  saw  present  themselves  to  the 
Baron  Alibert  one  morning  for  advice,  only  seven  were  prescribed  for  ex- 
clusive of  these  baths  as  a  part  of  the  treatment.  For  many  years  Dr. 
Green  has  been  connected  with  a  hospital  in  London,  where  the  heated 
air  and  fumigating  bath  has  constituted  an  important  item  in  the  cure  of 
numerous  maladies.  He  states  that  the  success  attending  the  practice, 
the  satisfaction  given  to  medical  men  whose  patients  have  been  subjected 
to  the  remedy,  and  the  generally  happy  results  to  the  patients  themselves, 
equally  contribute  to  encourage  their  use  and  extend  their  advantages. 

The  sulphur  baths  are  usually  esteemed  a  great  luxury  by  those  who 
take  them.  The  patient  enters  the  apparatus  with  the  thermometer  at 
about  100  deg.  As  soon  as  everything  is  arranged  for  his  convenience 
and  safety  (which  requires  but  a  moment's  time)  the  sulphur,  previously 
deprived  of  its  acid  properties,  is  evaporated  as  rapidly  as  possible  with- 
out producing  a  flame.  The  temperature  is  raised  gradually  to  any  point 
desired,  and  the  effects  produced  upon  the  circulation,  the  skin  and  res- 
piratory organs,  as  well  as  the  general  sensations,  are  carefully  watched. 
The  feet  are  always  kept  the  hottest.  The  face  is  not  included  within 
the  apparatus,  and  the  individual  inhales  as  pure  an  atmosphere  as  though 
he  were  sitting  in  a  parlor,  and  is  totally  unconscious  that  his  whole  per- 
son, except  the  head  and  fare,  is  enveloped  in  a  dense  cloud  of  dry,  medi- 
cated vapor.     In  six  or  eight  minutes  the   arterial  pulsations   become  ac- 
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celerated,  full  and  vigorous, but  always  soft ;  an  animated  blush  is  diffused 
upon  the  countenance,  and  the  whole  surface  of  the  body  and  limbs  is 
covered  with  moisture,  as  if  the  individual  had  been  engaged  in  some 
powerful  athletic  exercise.  The  amount  of  perspiration  can  be  regulated 
at  the  will  of  the  person  in  attendance,  and  may  be  more  or  less  copious 
as  the  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  condition  of  the  patient  may  indi- 
cate. While  he  is  thus  situated,  with  the  circulation  quickened  and  the 
cutaneous  pores  expanded  and  excited  to  increased  activity  by  the  high 
temperature  of  the  rarefied  atmosphere  surrounding  him,  he  is  in  the  most 
favorable  circumstances  possible  for  the  absorption  of  sulphur  in  its  minutest 
division  ;  and  whoever  reflects  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  circula- 
tion and  all  the  other  vital  phenomena  are  performed,  will  perceive  that 
this  method  of  treatment  commends  itself  for  its  simplicity,  safety  and 
efficacy  in  culaneoas  diseases,  chronic  rheumatism,  neuralgic  affections, 
glandular  engorgements,  &c. 

The  fumes  of  sulphur  in  combination  with  the  exalted  temperature  of 
the  bathing  appai'atus — say  at  110  or  120  degrees — usually  produce  a 
very  sensible  stimulating  effect  upon  the  dermoid  texture  when  in  a  dis- 
eased condition.  This  is  by  no  means  an  unwelcome  influence  ;  because, 
if  allowed  to  attain  only  a  moderate  degree,  it  almost  uniformly  ends  in  a 
favorable  modification  of  the  habits  of  the  cutaneous  vessels.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  temporary  exposure  of  the  surface  of  the  body  to  the  reme- 
dy in  question  at  a  low  temperature — say  at  80  or  90  degrees — would 
probably  exert  little  or  no  power  in  the  amelioration  or  cure  of  disease. 
We  might  as  well  use  the  small  dust  of  the  balance. 

The  baths  exert  a  benign  action  upon  persons  of  a  thin,  nervous  or 
phlegmatic  habit;  also  upon  those  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis  with  languid 
circulation,  cold  extremities,  and  the  skin  in  an  inert,  unperspirable  condi- 
tion, as  well  as  upon  those  who  possess  but  a  moderate  or  feeble  muscu- 
lar power,  with  the  general  sensibilities  and  functions  of  the  system  prone 
to  an  atonic  state.  Under  such  circumstances  the  beneficial  results  of  the 
fumigations,  judiciously  administered,  in  the  dissases  already  named,  may 
be  relied  upon  in  the  majority  of  cases  with  little  fear  of  ultimate  disap- 
pointment. To  produce  their  full  and  best  effects  upon  the  system,  they 
require  a  nice  tact  on  the  part  of  the  individual  who  superintends  them,  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under  which  they  should  be  given, 
judgment  as  to  the  duration  and  temperature  of  each  bath,  and  ability  to 
detect  with  precision  any  peculiar  operation  that  may  be  displayed  upon 
the  cerebral,  pulmonary  or  cutaneous  organs  ;  and  like  all  other  remedial 
appliances,  should  be  saved  from  the  hands  of  quackery  and  ignorance 
with  as  much  care  as  we  would  rescue  pearls  from  the  tramplings  of 
swine. 

An  idea  is  prevalent,  we  believe,  in  the  minds  of  some,  both  in  the 
medical  profession  and  out  of  it,  that  a  succession  of  the  sulphur  baths 
produces  constitutional  debility.  We  have  good  authority  for  saying  that 
this  is  not  true  unless  they  are  given  in  a  rude  empirical  manner,  as  they 
often  have  been  in  this  country,  by  persons  ignorant  of  their  modna  ope- 
randi— who  know  nothing  of  the  maladies  to  which  they  are  adapted,  or 
of  the  pathological  condition  of  the  patient  at  the  lime,  and  who  of 
course  are  guided  by  a  blind  indiscrimination  in  regard  to  many  impor- 
tant particulars  which  none  but  a  physician  would  think  of  or  understand. 
The  immediate  sensations  experienced  by  those  who  take  them  are  almost 
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always  those  of  increased  vigor  and  elasticity  of  body  and  cheerfulness 
ot  muid.  Ihe  more  lastmg  impressions  upon  the  system  crenerally  are 
those  of  a  tonic  Of  this  fact  there  is  no  doubt.  The  appetite  is  sharp. 
ened,  the  stomach  and  all  the  digestive  organs  are  rendered  more  ener- 
getic and  successful  in  the  execution  of  their  various  labors  upon  "  the 
plastic  elements  of  nutrition,"  and  the  patient  is  quite  certain  to  o-ain 
flesh  unless  measures  are  taken  to  avert  such  an  occurrence.  Nearly 
two  thousand  of  these  baths  have  been  administered  within  the  la^t  Uvo 
years  at  Dr.  Durkee's  private  hospital  in  this  city.  He  informs  us  that  it 
IS  his  practice  to  ascertain  the  weight  of  the  patient  at  the  lime  of  com- 
mencing and  completing  a  .series  of  the  baths,  and  the  result  in  re^^ard 
to  the  increase  of  weight,  in  fifteen  cases  out  of  twenty,  is  as  we  have 
just  staled,  which  affords  ample  demonstration  of  their  prophylactic  na- 
ture. If  taken  but  a  {e\x  times  they  produce  a  peeling  of  the  diseased 
as  well  as  the  healthy  integuments,  so  that  the  patient  soon  finds  him- 
self clad  in  an  entire  new  skin.  This  process  of  cuticular  exfoliation 
IS  repeated  with  greater  or  less  frequency,  and  is  more  or  less  perfect 
according  to  the  number  of  baths,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  o-iven 
Usually  the  cuticle  is  cast  off  at  about  the  eighth  repetition.  " 

So  many  different  phases,  and  so  many  degrees  of  virulence  and  ob- 
stinacy, and  so  much  capriciousness,  appertain  to  almost  every  variety  of 
cutaneous  complaints,  and  so  many  idiosyncrasies  are  to  be  encountered 
and  accommodated  in  the  course  of  treatment,  that  in  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  fumigations  necessary  for  the  cure  of  different  cases  belonging 
even  to  the  same  group  or  flimily,  no  very  definite  calculation  can  be 
formed;  but  m  most  instances  a  decided  amendment  is  perceptible  after 
the  first  extohation  of  the  cuticle  has  taken  place. 

_  The  baths  may  be  taken  at  all  times  and  seasons  without  ri'^k  of  "  tak- 
ing cold ;"  and  the  reason  is  this  :  the  ceremony  itself  induces  a  state  of 
great  activity  in  the  general  circulation-especially  is  this  the  fact  with 
the  capillary  vessels  of  the  skin,  which  condition  fortifies  the  individual 
against  any  supposed  danger  arising  from  subsequent  exposure  in  the 
open  air.  ^ 

A  Treatise  on  Diet.*— From  the  author,  Wm.  Davidson,  M.D.,  of  Lon- 
don, we  have  been  favored  with  a  highly  finished  duodecimo  volume,  with 
the  title  given  below,  ^o  claim  appears  to  be  made  to  originality  •  ideas 
opinions,  facts  and  suggestions  have  been  selected  from  reputable  sources 
wherever  they  could  be  found  ;  and  by  being  classified  and  interwoven  with 
the  clear  and  judicious  observations  of  Dr.  Davidson,  possess  an  increased 
value.  It  IS  really  pleasant  to  look  into  a  book  of  this  kind,  and  find  it 
Iree  from  that  tissue  of  nonsense  which  characterizes  the  school  of  starva- 
tionists,  who  have  had  an  ephemeral  existence  in  this  country,  but  who 
are  now  onl)^  remembered  to  be  laughed  at  for  their  absurdities,  or  pitied 
for  their  obstinacy  in  warring  against  nature  and  the  special  yearninffs  of 
their  own  stomachs.  "  ^ 

From  an  examination  of  the  pages,  thus  far,  it  apparently  does  not  pre- 
tend   to   take  the   high  scientific  ground    assumed   in   Dr."  Pereira's  pro- 

UBesV[hf Ve"eta^blel'  "Zin^fv^t.^T"'^  "l^'"''^'  ^\"P^'''^^^  Composition,  Adulreratinn   and 
Lof.Lt-^'^ohTSrchih.^T^^^^^^^  ''^^°"''-     B>^Vinian,David.o„,  M.D.,  4c.  ^c. 
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duction  on  Food  and  Diet,  which  has  but  lately  come  from  the  American 
press.  Nevertheless,  it  is  scientific  in  character,  and  appropriate  for  the 
object  for  which  it  was  evidently  intended,  viz.  popular  reading.  A  dys- 
peptic may  guide  himself  in  safety  through  the  market  with  this  prudent 
monitor  in  hand  ;  and  the  book  w"ill  also  advise  an  invalid  in  regard  to 
the  character  of  the  food  which,  under  all  circumstances,  is  most  harm- 
less, or  appropriate.  We  consider  the  work,  on  the  whole,  a  safe  and 
edifying  companion  for  all  sorts  of  reflecting  people,  rather  than  a  rule  of 
practice  for  practitioners  of  medicine,  who,  in  the  daily  circuit  oi  profes- 
sional business,  store  up  very  nearly  the  same  general  knowledge  upon 
the  subject  of  the  effects  of  different  kinds  of  diet. 

In  the  first  part,  expressly  devoted  to  dietetics,  is  embraced  the  conside- 
ration of  digestion,  indigestion,  alimentary  principles  of  the  various  kinds 
of  jood  ;  diet  of  man  during  the  various  periods  of  life  ;  times  of  eatuig  ; 
idurnal  quantity  of  food  required  by  an  aduli  ;  diet  during  disease  ;  drinks, 
condiments  and  cookery. 

Were  it  re-printed  in  this  country,  we  have  an  impression  that  an  edi- 
tion would  go  off  with  rapidity.  The  plain,  honest  statements  with  which 
the  book  is  replete,  together  with  the  important  dietetic  rules  and  informa- 
tion to  be  derived  from  it,  would  certainly  influence  those  who  are  so  for- 
tunate as  to  enjoy  its  perusal. 

Exfirpation  of  a  Dropsical  Ovarium.— One  of  the  last  operations  of 
this  character  \vas  performed  by  Dr.  F.  Bird,  of  the  Metropolitan  Free 
Hospital,  London.  In  this  case  paracentesis  had  been  previously  per- 
formed ten  times.  He  made  an  incision  a  little  below  the  umbilicus,  on 
the  right  side,  and  having  discharged  the  tumor  of  its  contents,  it  was 
withdrawn  to  the  outside  of  the  abdomen,  and  separated,  with  a  large 
part  of  the  Fallopian  tube.  The  solid  part  of  the  tumor  was  a  little 
larger  than  an  orange,  but  when  filled,  says  the  report,  would  contain 
about  two  gallons  of  fluid,  and  weigh  rising  of  twenty  pounds. 

Dr.  Sewall,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  his  late  tour  in  Europe,  witness- 
ed the  success  of  this  triumph  of  modern  surgery,  and  expresses  himself 
delighted  with  the  important  information  he  gathered  on  this  one  point. 
When  he  has  had  leisure  for  arranging  the  notes  he  may  have  collected, 
and  classified  his  observations  upon  the  scientific  men  of  the  great  and 
justly-renowned  medical  institutions  of  the  old  world,  the  profession  may 
be  gratified  with  an  occasional  paper  from  him.  At  all  events,  nis  friends 
will  hardly  be  willing  to  excuse  him  from  the  labor. 

Vanilla  Infusion.— In  Germany,  that  country  where,  of  all  others  new 
things  in  medicine  are  developed,  a  certain  Dr.  Herschmann  prescribes  an 
infusion  of  vanilla  against  adynamic  fever  and  hysteria.  It  is  prepared 
by  pouring  from  three  to  four  ounces  of  boiling  water  to  one  drachm— to 
be  digested  in  a  close  vessel  and  sweetened.  A  dose  is  about  this  quan- 
tity  in  twenty-four  hours — taken  from  time  to  time. 

In  New  England  this  vanilla  is  used  extensively  for  flavoring  ice  creams. 
The  practice  of  prescribing  it  in  debility,  of  typhus,  for  example,  is  en- 
titled to  no  more  praise  than  that  of  giving  a  glass  of  tamarind  water  un- 
der the  same  circumstances.  It  may  be  something  more  of  a  mild  stimu- 
lant, and  that  is  all. 
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CoplancVs  Medical  Dictionary. — Inquiries  are  freqixptiily  made  at  this 
office  respecting  the  unfinished  portion  of  this  Dictionary,  the  re-pnblica- 
tion  of  which,  it  is  well  known,  was  commenced  in  this  city  seven  or 
eig:ht  years  since.  One  reason,  and  a  pretty  important  one,  why  the  work 
has  not  been  completed  here,  is,  that  it  is  still  unfinished  in  London. 
The  Boston  publishing  house,  however,  which  undertook  it,  has  long 
since  failed,  and  the  stereotyped  plates  of  the  published  volumes  it  was 
understood  were  bought  by  Gen.  Duff  Green,  of  Washington,  but  who 
has,  we  believe,  done  nothing  towards  issuing  the  Parts  which  have  since 
been  published  in  London.  We  noticed,  some  time  since,  that  Lea  & 
Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia,  proposed  publishing  the  work;  but  whether 
they  intend  a  continuation  of  the  American  Parts  already  published,  or  an 
entire  new  edition,  we  have  not  been  informed.  We  have  little  doubt  that 
so  valuable  a  work  will  be  re-printrd  here  soon  after  its  completion  in 
England  ;  but  that  those  who  paid  for  it  in  advance  will  have  any  claim 
upon  a  new  set  of  publishers,  is  not  very  probable.  The  unaccountable 
delay  of  the  author  in  preparing  the  matter  has  prevented,  and  probably 
still  prevents,  American  publishers  from  taking  hold  of  it. 


Medical  Miscellatuj. — Assistant  Surgeon  T.  M.  Potter,  U.  S.  N.,  is 
ordered  to  Frigate  Raritan. — Animal  magnetism,  under  the  name  of /ja^Ae- 
tism,  which  takes  ofT  the  wire  edge  of  the  old  farce,  seems  to  be  reviving 
again  in  Providence,  under  the  potent  agency  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sunderland, 
of  New  York.  Where  is  Miss  Brackett,  the  former  wonder  of  clairvoy- 
aiit  believers  ? — In  gratitude  for  the  services  of  Dr.  S.  Ferrier,  Surgeon 
of  the  Ship  Thunderer,  three  companies  of  soldiers  had  contributed  funds 
to  present  him  with  a  superb  gold  smifT-box. — Dr.  Bridgeman  is  much 
respected  in  China.  Dr.  Peler  Parker  seems  not  to  be  doing  so  much 
surgery  there,  as  formerly. — There  seems  to  have  been  a  severe  mortality 
in  King  George's  Co.,  Virginia — the  disease  not  being  mentioned. — Dr. 
Hulse,  Dr.  Picket,  Dr.  Todd,  Dr.  Williams  and  Dr.  Andrews,  are  reported 
to  be  very  sick  with  the  yellow  fever  at  Rodney,  Miss. — Dr.  Rawson,  an 
Alderman  in  New  York,  is  a  candidate  for  coroner. — The  old  Medical  So- 
ciety of  London  intend  to  publish  their  transactions.  The  last  of  its 
memoirs  given  to  the  public  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century. — 
Origin,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  Diagnosis  and  Consequences  of  scarlet  fe- 
ver, was  the  Fothergillian  subject  for  a  medal  in  March,  1S4L  For  1845 
it  is  to  be  the  origin,  nature  and  treatment  of  lepra  psoriasis. 

To  CoKREspoNDKNTs.— Review  No.  2  of  Drs.  Curtis  &  LiHie's  Epitome  of 
Homoeopathic  Practice,  has  been  received  from  the  writer  of  the  review  pub- 
lished in  this  Journal  in  July  last. 

Died,— In  Shrewsbury,  Mass.,  Dr.  Azor  R.  Phelps,'46.— In  Charleston.  S.  C^ 
Dr.  Benjamin  Waterhou.se,  Jr.,  formerly  of  Cambricl(re..\Iass.— At  Rodney,  Dr. 
J.  II.  Savagre.  In  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  Dr.  Jacobson,  Gl,  principal  physician 
to  the  King  and  Queen. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  wt-ek  ending  Oct.  28,  40.— Males,  22— Females,  18. 

Of  consumption,  .5— infantile,  .3— .sudden,  1— lung  fever,  .5— old  asje,  2— tvphus  fever,  2— disease  of  the 
heart,  2— canker,  2— bilious  fever,  1— hooping  cough,  1— measles,  2— drowned,  1— dropsv  in  the  head,  1 
— iuf.uenza,  1— accidental,  1— marasmus,  1— inflammation  of  the  bowel.s,  2— brain  fever,  J— dropsy 
on  the  brain,  1— neuralgia,  1— liver  complaint,  1— unknown,  ]. 

Under  5  years,  17— between  5  and  20  years,  6— between  20  and  60  years,  13— over  60  vears,  4. 
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Theory  of  Animal  Heat.  By  J.  M-  Winn,  M.D.,  Truro,  England.— 
About  three  years  since,  whilst  making  a  few  experiments  with  caout- 
chouc, I  was  forcibly  struck  with  the  property  it  possesses  of  evolving  heat 
when  suddenly  strelched,  and  was  led  at  the  time  to  infer  the  probability 
of  other  bodies  being  similarly  endowed.  The  elastic  coat  of  arteries 
especially,  from  the  mechanical  resemblance  it  bears  to  caoutchouc,  ap- 
peared to  be  one  of  the  substances  most  likely  to  exhibit  this  calefactory 
principle  ;  and  in  the  event  of  this  being  the  case,  it  would  not  be  unrea- 
sonable to  conclude  that  the  incessant  contractions  and  dilatations  of  the 
arteries  during  life  must  form  an  efficient  source  of  animal  heat. 

During  the  past  week  I  was  induced  to  resume  the  subject  afresh,  and 
upon  making  an  experiment  with  part  of  the  aorta  of  a  bullock,  I  felt  much 
gratification  in  being  able  to  verify  my  previous  conjecture.  The  experi- 
ment was  performed  in  the  following  manner  : — Having  cut  off  a  circular 
portion  of  the  descending  arch  of  the  aorta,  about  an  inch  in  length,  I  laid 
it  open  and  carefully  dissected  out  the  elastic  coat,  and  taking  hold  ot  it 
by  each  extremity,  1  pulled  it  to  and  fro  with  a  continuous  jerking  motion 
(in  imitation  of  the  systole  and  diastole  of  the  artery),  for  the  space  of 
about  a  minute,  when,  placing  it  on  the  bulb  of  a  thermometer,  I  iiad  the 
satisfaction  to  find  that  after  it  had  remained  two  minutes  the  inercury  had 
risen  as  many  degrees.  On  removing  the  thermometer  the  heat  immedi- 
ately began  to  diminish.  To  be  certain  that  the  heat  did  not  arise  from 
any  other  source  than  the  one  in  question,  I  took  the  precaution  of  cover- 
ing my  fingers  with  a  double  layer  of  flannel  to  prevent  the  communica- 
tio'n  of  heat  from  the  body  ;  I  also  covered  my  mouth  with  a  handkerchief 
to  guard  against  the  warm  breath  affecting  the  thermometer  whilst  watch- 
ing the  progress  of  the  experiment.  I  may  likewise  state  that  the  expe- 
riment was  performed  in  a  room  without  a  fire,  the  temperature  of  the  air 
at  the  time  being  55  deg.  There  were  several  difficulties  to  contend  with^ 
during  the  investigation,  and  it  was  not  until  after  repeated  trials  that  the- 
experfment  succeeded  to  my  satisfaction.  The  chief  impediment,  I  think, 
must  have  been  owing  to  the  moisture  of  the  artery,  which,  by  its  evapora- 
tion, must  have  had  a  constant  tendency  to  carry  off  the  heat.  Having, 
however,  performed  the  experiment  twice  consecutively  in  the  same  satis- 
factory manner,  I  think  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  entertained  as  to  its 
conclusiveness.  My  attention  was  often  arrested,  whilst  conducting  the 
experiments,  by  the  striking  mechanical  analogies  between  caoutchouc  and 
the  elastic  coat  of  the  arteries.  Like  the  former,  the  latter  could  be  elon- 
gated to  twice  its  ordinary  length,  and  on  withdrawing  the  tension  would 
return  to  its  usual  dimensions  with  considerable  force  and  a  snapping 
noise.  I  was  also  surprised  to  find,  on  slightly  drying  it,  that  it  would 
erase  black-lead  pencil  marks  from  paper  without  leaving  a  stain.  This 
latter  circumstance  is  perhaps  of  trifling  importance  ;  it  serves,  however, 
to  show  that  strong  mechanical  resemblance  may  exist  between  bodies 
widely  differing  in  their  chemical  properties.— P-^iZosoj;AicaZ  Magazine. 

Action  of  Belladonna  and  Hyoscyamn^  on  the  Eyes.— A  grain  of  the 
extract  of  either  of  these  plants  is  sufficient  to  obtain  a  well-marked  dila- 
tation of  the  pupil,  but  a  fifth  or  a  tenth  of  a  grain  of  atropine  will  produce 
the  same  effects.  A  very  prompt  and  durable  dilatation  may  be  obtained 
by  the  endermic  method,  by  applying  these  narcotics  to  the  most  vascular 
parts  near  the  eyes. — Lo?i.  Med.    Times. 
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"  An  Epitome  of  Homceopaihic  Practice.     By  J.  T.  Curtis  and  J. 

LiLLiE,  M.D."    New  York.    1843. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Our  notice  of  this  very  extraordinary  "  LiUie-pulian  "  production 
of  the  homogoputhic  school,  has,  I  perceive,  brought  down  upon  your  in- 
nocent head  the  outpourings  of  the  author's  wrath,  as  may  be  seen  at 
length  in  the  "  New  York  Evening  Post"  of  Oct.  7th.  We  shall  not 
go  into  the  merits  (?)  of  his  reply,  in  exienso,  as  he  sufficiently  refutes 
himself  as  he  goes  along;  but  a  few  comments  may,  perhaps,  not  be  out 
of  place. 

We  stated  in  the  Review,  that  "  Jahr's  JSexv  Manual  was  a  work 
of  pure  fiction,"  and  referred  to  the  articles  ^' Actcea,  aquilegia,  chaio- 
podium,  nigella,^^  he,  in  proof  of  the  assertion  ;  Jahr  himself  having 
acknowledged  (Preface  to  his  "  Neiv  Pharmacopoeia  and  Posology''' ) 
that  the  symptoms  under  these  and  other  articles  had  been  forged  !  We 
gave  the  pages  in  Jahr  at  which  these  articles  might  be  found  ;  and  Dr. 
L.  replies  by  saying  that  in  his  copy,  they  are  not  found  at  the  pages  as 
quoted.  If,  however,  he  will  consult  the  edition  published  at  Allcntown, 
Pa.,  and  by  A.  Waldie,  Phil.,  1836,  he  will  find  our  statement  verified. 
And  does  not  Dr.  L.  himself  say  as  much  in  his  Preface  to  his  "  Epi- 
tome "?  Speaking  of  Jahr's  work,  he  says,  "  Vain  repetitions  and 
downright  tautologies  abound  on  every  page  ;  while  the  greater  part  of 
the  work  is  occupied  by  pathogenetic  results  ivhich  a  practice  of  half  a 
century  has  not  yet  confirmed.''''  In  plain  English,  the  symptoms,"  there 
set  down  as  having  been  caused  by  certain  articles,  have  never  yet  been 
witnessed  in  experiments  made  by  others  with  these  same  articles.  In 
other  words,  they  are  imaginary;  and  of  course,  have  been /o?-^t'f/.  If 
the  '\greater  part^'  of  the  work  is  of  this  character,  the  value  of  Dr. 
L.'s  j)ublication  may  be  easily  calculated,  when  he  calls  it — "  essentially 
an  Epitome  of  Jahr's  New  Manual."  (Is  it  for  this  reason  that  Dr.  Hull 
says  ( HomcEopathic  Examiner  for  August)  that  "  the  '  Epitome  '  is 
entirely  useless  to  the  practitioner  "?)  Now  it  matters  not  to  the  argu- 
ment, whether  Drs.  Heyne,  Hoif  baner,  &ic.,  were  homoeopaths  or  allo- 
14 
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paihs  (if  the  latter,  it  is  only  another  example  of  the  credulity  of  the 
homoeopathic  school,  in  adopting  pretended  results,  without  inquiring 
whether  they  came  from  friend  or  foe,  and  without  once  putting  them  to 
the  test  of  experiment)  ;  but  in  either  case,  it  is  acknowledged  that  the 
sympton)s  enumerated  under  these  articles  were  forged.  But  if  any 
one  will  examine  homoeopathic  journals,  he  will  find  an  abundance  of 
cases  of  pretended  cures  by  these  very  articles  ;  indeed,  the  evidence  in 
favor  of  their  eficacy  is  quite  as  great  as  that  in  favor  of  any  other  ar- 
ticles of  the  homeopathic  materia  medica  ;  and  as  they  were  prescribed 
on  the  similia  principle  (said  similia  at  the  same  time  being  only  imagi- 
nary) and  cures  followed,  why  it  is  very  evident  that  the  same  might  have 
happened  in  the  other  cases,  and  accordingly  nature  alone  must  have  ac- 
complished the  cure. — Q.E.D.  We  remarked  that  there  was  no  evidence 
in  favor  of  the  homoeopathic  statements  as  to  the  powerful  remedial  effi- 
cacy of  sponge,  sidphxir,  charcoal,  silcT,  he,  and  quoted  the  "forgery  " 
in  favor  of  the  supposition  that  the  symptoms  under  these  articles  had  also 
been  "  forged."  This  awakens  the  keenest  ire  of  the  Reverend  compiler 
("  tantcBUC  irce  co^lestibus  animis  "J,  and  he  comes  down  upon  you  af- 
ter the  following  manner.  "  I  deny  that  sulphur,  charcoal  and  silex  are 
inert  substances.  Inert  !  why,  sir,  without  these  same  despised  articles, 
the  American  rifle  would  never  have  been  heard  on  this  Continent,  nor 
Bunker's  Hill  known,  except  as  the  spacious  sepulchre  in  which  Warren 
and  American  freedom  lay  entombed"!!  ('(^uery,  if  oimpowder  had 
been  unknown,  would  Warren  have  been  buried  on  Bunker  Hill,  and 
would  not  the  tories  have  stood  as  likely  a  chance  to  have  been  buried 
on  that  hill,  as  "  American  freedom "?)  After  reading  this  sublime 
burst  of  pathos,  indignation  and  patriotism  (very  fair  for  a  foreigner  not 
yet  naturalized  !)  you  will  doubtless  feel  pretty  fairly  used  U[),  and  per- 
haps somewhat  disposed  to  blame  us  for  getting  you  into  sucli  a  scrape. 
However,  let  us  take  courage,  and  look  a  little  further.  The  doctor  ar- 
gues, that  as  gunpowder  is  produced  by  careful  trituration  and  prepara- 
tion, so  charcoal.  &ic.,  acquires  most  astounding  properties  by  similar 
processes.  This  would  be  a  very  good  illustration,  if  the  cases  bore  the 
least  analogy.  By  carefully  prefiaring  sulphur,  nitre  and  charcoal,  and 
bringing  them  together  in  certain  proportions,  a  very  combustible  com- 
pound is  formed,  which  upon  the  application  of  fire,  explodes,  giving 
rise  to  a  vast  amount  of  gases,  occupying  more  than  1000  times  its 
volume,  and  on  which  its  great  power  depends.  Now  there  is  nothing 
very  strange  or  mysterious  in  this — nothing  which  goes  counter  to  the 
usual  laws  and  operations  of  nature,  and  we  are  surprised  that  a  man 
who  writes  himsc.'lf  down  an  M.D.  should  pretend  to  derive  an  argument 
from  this,  in  favor  of  the  efficacy  of  homoeopaihic  triturations — where 
single  substances  only  are  used,  and  where  chemical  changes  and  combi- 
nations are  out  of  the  question.  But  hear  iiim — "  1  have  hundreds  of 
limes  made  these  triturations  and  dilutions  with  my  own  hands  ;  far  oft- 
ener  have  J  a|)plied  them  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  I  know  it  is 
no  imposture,  but  the  greatest  scientific  discovery  with  which  any  age  has 
been  blessed.     Did  you  ever  make  a  homoeopathic  trituration  ?     Did  you 
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ever  take  a  grain  of  charcoal,  work  on  it  for  three  hours  to  get  a  mil- 
lionth of  it,  and  apply  that  millionth  to  a  carefully  discriminated  case  of 
disease,  to  wJiich  Hahnemann  says  it  is  applicable  ?  Never.  Then 
what  do  you  know  about  it  ?  The  plain  truth  is.  you  know  just  as  much  as 
Dr.  Holmes  on  this  point — not  an  atom  more,"  &,c.  Well,  Mr.  Editor, 
if  you  do  know  as  much  as  Dr.  H.  on  this  subject,  you  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied, and  in  fact  you  know  more  than  the  author  of  this  catch-penny 
"  Epitome  ;"  for  you  will  perceive,  that  as  it  is  only  about  a  year,  as  we 
are  informed,  since  the  author  was  licensed  to  practise  (and  it  is  hardly 
supposable  that  a  clergyman  would  violate  the  laws  of  the  land  by  prac- 
tising without  a  license),  and  as  he  has  made  hundreds  of  triturations, 
each  trituration  I'equiring,  at  least,  '^  thr-ee  hwu-s,"  there  would  remain 
but  a  veiy  little  time  for  study.  The  ignorance  of  the  writer,  therefore, 
if  not  excusable,  is  easily  accounted  for. 

The  next  point  in  Dr.  Lillie's  diatribe  is  Dr,  Joerg's  experiments,  to 
which  we  alluded,  and  the  doctor  maintains  that  he  finds  all  the  symp- 
toms enumerated  by  Joerg,  also  recorded  by  Hahnemann  1  is  there  any- 
thing wonderful  in  this?  Did  we  not  say,  that  according  to  Joerg  and 
Hahnemann,  yea,  Curtis  &i  Lillie  themselves,  "  every  orfraji  and  every 
part  of  the  system  is  said  to  be  affected  in  every  possible  manner,  and 
that  language  is  actually  tortured  to  express  the  varieties  of  pain  and  suf- 
fering to  which  they  are  said  to  be  subjected  from  the  operation  of  ho- 
moeopathic remedies"?  In  our  remarks  on  sepia,  we  observed  that 
"  we  should  like  to  know  of  a  pain  or  an  ache,  which  this  article  is  not 
said  to  produce,  whether  moral  or  ])hysical  " — and  so  of  most  of  the 
other  substances  whose  pretended  etfects  are  recorded.  INow,  because 
Dr.  L.  finds  some,  or,  perhaps,  all  of  the  effects  noticed  by  Joerg,  he 
immediately  cries  out  "  Eureka  " — see  how  Hahnemann  has  anticipated 
Joerg — for  he  has  recorded  the  very  same  effects  !  Speaking  of  arnica, 
Dr.  L.  remarks,  "  it  is  plain  that  Hahnemann  anticipated  him  on  every 
one  point  years  before.  True,  indeed,  the  founder  of  homceopathy  tells 
us  infinitely  more  about  arnica  than  the  Leipzig  professor.  But  so  far 
as  the  latter  says  anything,  he  merely  repeats  his  peerless  predecessor  !  ! 
1  might  go  through  all  the  other  remedies,  and  show  the  results  to  be 
substantially  the  same."  If  there  are  but  one  hundred  varieties  of  pain 
and  suffering,  including  all  possible  and  imaginable  complications,  in  all 
known  diseases,  why  then  if  you  describe  them  all,  you,  of  course,  will 
include  all  the  symptoms  found  in  any  one  disease.  Or,  to  take  the  cas-e  in 
hand,  if  all  the  symptoms  produced  by  the  most  active  medicinal  agents 
known,  amount  to  five  hundred,  then  of  course  these  will  include  all 
those  caused  by  substances  which  produce  a  lesser  number  ;  and  this  is  the 
explanation  of  this  matter.  Nor  is  this  remark  incompatible  with  our 
statement,  that  the  results  of  Joerg's  experiments  bear  no  resemblance  to 
those  laid  down  by  Hahnemann — just  as  a  fiction  may  be  founded  on 
lact,  and  yet  be  scarcely  anything  more  or  less  than  fiction.  Because 
one  of  Cooper's  novels  contains  a  correct  description  of  General  Wash- 
ington's personal  appearance,  and  of  one  or  two  of  his  battles,  it  does 
not  therefore  follow  that  everything  in  his  book  is  true  history.     The  vast 
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majority  of  symptoms  recorded  by  Hahnemann  never  had  any  existence 
except  in  his  own  imagination  ;  and  the  same  of  Jahrand  Lilhe.  It  were 
indeed  stranj^e,  that  among  ten  or  twelve  closely-printed  pages  of  symp- 
toms (belladonna  numbering  fourteen  hundred  !)  some  few  should  not  be 
found  which  actually  do  occur  from  the  administration  of  the  articles 
which  were  observed  by  Joerg. 

And  here  I  would  wish  to  call  Dr.  L.'s  attention  to  a  point  in  relation 
to  which  he  seems  entirely  ignorant,  and  it  is  one  which  has  a  most  im- 
portant bearing  on  this  whole  subject.  Experiments  made  on  persons  in 
health  are  by  no  means  accurate  tests  of  the  powers  or  the  virtues  of 
medicinal  substances  in  disease.  And  this  simple  fact,  which  is  capable 
of  demonstration,  upsets  the  whole  homoeopathic  system.  To  illustrate, 
we  will  take  the  tonic  class  of  medicines,  as  examples.  In  a  state  of 
health,  when  the  animal  fibre  possesses  its  normal  cohesiveness,  density 
and  health  ;  when  the  elements  of  the  blood  are  in  due  proportion,  and 
the  nerves  neither  too  susceptible,  nor  otherwise,  the  influence  of  tonics, 
in  ordinary  doses,  is  not  perceptible — the  condition  of  the  body  is  not  al- 
tered by  thenij  and  there  is  no  variation  in  the  activity  and  force  of  move- 
ment, nor  in  the  various  functions  of  circulation,  respiration,  secretion,  and 
nutrition.  They  are  absolutely  inert.  But  let  the  same  medicines,  in 
the  same  doses,  be  given  in  a  state  of  disease,  and  their  appropriate  ef- 
fects are  at  once  manifested.  On  this  subject  it  is  evident  thai  Jahr,  as 
well  as  the  whole  homoeopathic  school,  have  been  laboring  under  an 
error.  From  the  result  of  his  experiments  with  assafoetida,  for  example, 
Joerg  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  an  improper  article  to  use  in 
hysteria  and  hypochondriasis;  in  which  ^diseases  we  know  that  it  is 
highly  useful.  So,  also,  of  musk,  Joerg  thinks  it  not  so  well  adapted, 
as  is  generally  supposed,  to  cases  of  extreme  nervous  debility,  on  account 
of  its  stimulant  properties.     And  so  of  other  articles. 

Most  of  the  articles  experimented  with  by  Joerg,  proved  irritating  to 
the  brain  and  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  when  given 
in  large  doses  ;  and  hence  he  thinks  them  inadmissible  in  many  forms  of 
disease,  in  which  we  know  they  are  useful.  Dr.  L.  remarks  that  "  Joerg's 
remedies  seem  all  as  alike  each  other  as  kidney  beans,  and  I  [he]  should 
like  to  hear  any  one  explain  why  one  should  be  preferred  to  another  in 
any  given  disease."  The  explanation  is  this  : — We  cannot  reason  from 
the  effects  of  remedial  agents  in  health  to  those  in  disease — they  may  not 
only  differ,  hut  be  distinctly  opposite.  No  one,  for  instance,  could  sus- 
pect, from  the  effects  of  valerian  in  health,  that  it  was  a  powerful  anti- 
spasmodic in  certain  states  of  the  system  ;  and  so  of  others.  The  virtues 
of  nearly  all  the  articles  of  our  materia  medica,  have  been  ascertained 
from  their  effects  in  disease ;  and  our  systems  of  pharmacology  are  but 
the  record  of  facts,  observed  by  different  individuals,  from  Hippocrates 
down  to  the  present  day.  No  really  valuable  information  can  be  expect- 
ed, therefore,  from  experiments  upon  the  healthy.  For  this  reason  alone, 
if  there  were  no  others,  we  should  cast  aside  the  whole  homcEopathic  ma- 
teria medica  as  entirely  useless.  Dr.  L.'s  glorying,  therefore,  turns  out 
to  be  short-lived  ;  and  in  claiming  for  Hahnemann  almost  divine  honors, 
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he  forgets  that  he  has  adjnitted  that  Joerg  has  been  only  treading   in  his 
footsteps. 

We  did  not  intend  to  say,  nor  did  we  say,  that  the  resuhs  of  Joerg's 
experiments  were  of  any  great  value  ;  much  less,  that  they  were  a  safe 
or  useful  guide  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  We  know  they  are  not. 
But  this  is  their  value,  they  negative  completely  the  pretended  experi- 
ments of  Hahnemann  and  others.  On  closely  observing  their  effects, 
they  were  found  to  produce  but  very  few  of  the  symptoms  laid  down  by 
Hahnemann  ;  showing  conclusively  that  the  latter  drew  largely  upon  his 
imagination  for  his  facts — and  the  same  results  were,  in  general,  obtained 
by  each  member  of  the  twenty-seven  composing  the  Society  of  Experi- 
menters. What  fiirther  proof  do  we  want  of  the  fact  which  we  stated, 
that  Jahr's  "  New  Manual,"  which  is  a  bare  transcript  of  Hahnemann's 
observations,  "  is  a  work  of  fiction.''^ 

But  we  wish  still  further  to  dwell  upon  the  principle  which  we  have 
laid  down,  and  which  strikes  at  the  very  root  of  homoeopathy,  viz.,  that 
medicines  arc  but  relative  agents,  producing  their  effects  in  reference 
only 'to  the  state  of  the  living  frame.  It  was  remarked  many  years  ago 
by  that  distinguished  medical  philosopher,  Sir  Gilbert  Blane — "  that  tlie 
virtues  of  medicines  cannot  be  fairly  essayed,  nor  beneficially  ascertained, 
by  trying  their  effects  on  sound  subjects,  because  that  particular  morbid 
condition  does  not  exist,  which  they  may  be  exclusively  calculated  to  re- 
move." To  illustrate  still  further — no  one,  from  experimenting  with  iron, 
or  indeed  with  any  of  the  metallic  tonics,  in  a  state  of  health,  could  dis- 
cover their  immense  value  in  certain  forms  of  disease,  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  their  effects  would  be  imperceptible.  If  given  in  lander 
doses,  so  as  to  cause  disturbance  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  as  happened 
in  many  of  Joerg's  experiments,  they  then  become  merely  local  irritants, 
and  but  slight  differences  will  be  observed  in  the  effects  of  different  medi- 
cinal agents.  To  use  Dr.  L.'s  classical  language,  they  become  as  much 
alike  "  as  kidney  beayis."  What  will  a  few  grains  of  soda  or  magnesia 
do  in  a  healthy  state  of  the  stomach  ?  but  let  that  organ  be  disturbed  by 
the  presence  of  a  morbid  acid,  the  administration  of  the  one  will  now 
cause  immediate  relief,  while  catharsis  will  follow  that  of  the  other. 
Again,  the  oxide  of  bismuth  is  known  to  he  perfectly  inert  in  a  state  of 
health,  but  every  practitioner  is  acquainted  with  its  uncommon  power  in 
controlling  certain  morbid  states  of  the  stomach.  Who  could  have  sus- 
pected the  antispasmodic  properties  of  quinine,  arsenic,  spider^s  web, 
piperine,  salicine,k,c.,  from  experimenting  with  them  in  health  ?  and  who 
does  not  know  their  immense  value  in  overcoining  disease  ?  The  homoe- 
opath doubtless  will  say,  it  was  Hahnemann  that  discovered  the  peculiar 
modus  operandi  of  quinine,  and  the  principle  on  which  its  virtue  as  an 
antispasmodic  depends.  Not  so  fast,  if  you  please.  Hahnemann  has 
done  no  such  thing.  His  pretended  discovery,  and  one  which,  he 
says,  furnished  the  foundation  of  his  whole  system,  viz.,  that  quinine  will 
cause  chills  and  fever,  or  symptoms  analogous  to  an  intermittent,  turns  out 
to  be  no  discovery  at  all,  for  the  statement  is  false.  Quinine  has  been 
administered  to  persons  in  health  by  Andral,  Pereira,  and  numerous  others, 
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including  oul-seU'-es,  nnd  no  such  results  liave  followed — no  cbllls,  no  fe- 
ver are  observed,  unless  the  quantity  is  sufliciently  larye  to  excite  irrita- 
tion in  the  stomach,  and  then  reaction,  with  increased  fulness  and  force 
of  pulse,  follows ;  as  it  does  after  the  administration  of  every  agent  which 
is  given  in  inordinate  doses.  But  even  in  this  case  there  are  no  chills,  and 
no  phenomena  analogous  to  those  of  an  iiiienuittent.  If  Dr.  L.  or  any 
wher  homoeopath  doubts  our  statement,  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  try 
ihe  experiment  on  themselves  ;  and  we  trust  if  they  do  so,  they  will  give 
the  results  to  the  world.  We  shall  not  pursue  the  subject  further  in  this 
place.  We  have  only  alluded  to  the  important  principle,  which  we  hope 
at  some  future  day  to  set  forth,  viz.,  that  medicines  are  but  relative 
agents,  and  owe  their  peculiar  powers  to  the  different  morbid  modifications 
of  the  vital  properties — in  other  words,  to  disease.  We  hope  to  show,  even 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Dr.  Lillie,  that  it  is  disease  which  calls  forth  the 
powers  and  modifies  the  influence  of  medicines- — that  what  agitates  the 
calm  of  health,  may  soothe  the  irritation  of  illness — that  agents,  which  in 
the  absence  of  opposition,  are  inert,  may  act  powerfully  where  they  meet 
an  opponent.  How,  we  ask,  again,  is  it  possible  to  tell  how  diseased 
tissues,  whose  susceptibilities  are  changed  from  what  they  were  in  health, 
will  be  affected  by  remedial  agents — but  by  giving  these  agents  ?  In 
other  words,  how  do  we  know  how  the  sick  will  be  affected  but  by  expe- 
riments on  the  sick.  VV^th  what  reason  can  we  pronounce  any  article 
feeble,  when  it  docs  7iothing  ichere  nothing  is   to  be  done  1 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  observe,  that  there  are  some  exceptions  to 
the  rule  we  have  laid  down.  For  example,  there  are  some  agents  which 
may  be  called  absolute,  as  ihey  produce  similar  effects  both  in  health  and 
disease.  To  this  class  belong  purgative  medicines,  which  will  occasion 
intestinal  excretion  in  every  stale  of  the  body — but  tonics,  alteratives, 
diuretics,  emmenagogues,  antilithics,  absorbents,  &tc.  he,  are  merely  re- 
lative agc7its,  requiring  a  certain  state  of  the  living  system  in  order  to 
produce  their  peculiar  effects. 

But  to  return  to  Dr.  Lillie.  We  wish  to  treat  this  gentleman  with 
all  due  respect,  llegnrd  for  the  sacred  office  of  the  ministry,  which  we 
are  told  he  yet  fills,  prevents  us  from  offering  such  comments  on  his 
communication  in  the  "  New  York  Evening  Post,"  as  it  justly  merits. 
We  will,  however,  say,  that  if  a  patient,  no  matter  who  he  may  have 
been,  "  bore  tlie  marks  of  wolves,"  when  be  came  into  his  hands,  it  was 
only  carryin<,r  out  the  liomoeopathic  principle  still  further  ;  for  who  could 
better  control  the  ravages  or  sooner  recognize  the  "  marks  of  wolves," 
than  one  of  the  gang,  albeit  "  in  sheep's  clothing;"  and  what  more  likely 
remedy  for  such  an  one  to  prescribe,  than  the  same  habiliments  which  he 
had  found  so  advantageous  to  himself? 

Dr.  Lillie  is  forced  to  acknowledge,  that  there  are  "  curative  symf- 
toniH  lohich  are  not  'pathogenetic  f  that  is  to  say,  remedies  may  cure 
diseases  which  they  do  not  cause — which  is  yielding  the  very  point  in 
dispute.  If  this  be  the  fact,  then  where  is  the  consistency  or  the  phi- 
losophy in  maintaining  that  they  operate  upon  the  similia  similibiis '* 
principle;  when  you   admit  that  they  produce   in   health  no  symptoms, 
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analogous  to  those  of  the  disease  which  they  cure  ?  This  is  allopathy, 
not  homceopathy ;  which  may  well  exclaim,  ''  save  me  from  my  hiends." 
Why  not  take  the  hold  stand  maintained  hy  Hahnemann,  that  no  cures 
ever  have  heen  effected,  except  on  the  homoeopathic  principle  i  Here 
is  Master  Lillie  versus  "  Kino;  "  Hahnemann.  Which  of  the  two  shall 
we  believe  ?  Well  may  the  Domine  exclaim,  "  there  is  great  difficulty — 1 
may  say  impossibility — of  always  attaining  absolute  certainty  in  our  treat- 
ment of  the  sick  "  !! — and  this,  too,  just  after  having  remarked,  that 
"  Hahnemann's  works  demonstrate,  that  every  drug  cures  that  disease 
which  most  resembles  the  one  which  it  creates  ;"  and  again,  "  if  we 
meet  with  a  disease,  a  case  of  cholera,  for  example,  which  strongly  re- 
sembles the  effects  of  arsenic  on  the  human  system,  then  just  as  surely  as 
one  grain  of  arsenic  would  kill  the  patient,  so  surely  will  the  homceopa- 
thic  fraction  of  a  grain,  commence,  and  yrobably  [?]  complete  the  cure." 
(That  probably  seems  peculiarly  apropos  just  in  that  place,  i.  e.  "  what'll 
vou  lay  it's  a  lie" — there  is  no  "  absolute  certainty  " — "  great  difficulty," 
kc.  &c.  1) 

We  pointed  out,  in  our  former  article,  some  of  the  excellencies  of 
Messrs.  Curtis  U  Lillie's  "  Epitome."  But  we  by  no  means  exhausted 
the  subject.  We  think  of  giving  hereafter  a  copious  selection  of  extracts 
from  the  work,  under  the  title  of  "  Beauties  of  the  Epitome."  As 
a  sample  of  what  the  book  will  contain,  we  merely  offer  at  present  the 
following — '■'■Pains  of  the  rump'" — "-A  yellow  trace  in  the  nose  and 
cheek  in  the  form  of  fcEces.''''  Aconite  cures  as  well  as  causes  "  an  ?'?t- 
clination  to  escape  from  bed  ".'  Agaricus  will  cure  and  cause  "■  pxdling 
in  legs.''''  Alumen  will  cause  "  chagrin,  misgivings,  and  inability  to 
think,  and  will  cure  '^  bed-wetting  ^\' !  Ambra  causes  whooping  covgh, 
leucorrhma,  blind  piles,  cutting  pains,  &c.  &c.,  and  it  cures  "  catarrh 
of  the  bladder.''  The  effects  of  ammonia  are  indeed  peculiar,  and  we 
suspect  the  auiiior  was  laboring  under  the  efiects  of  it,  when  he  wrote  his 
article  for  the  "Post."  It  produces  "unmanageable  temper  and  weak- 
ened intellect,"  while  it  cures  ''freckles,  cataract,  boring  in  the  liver, 
and  shootings  in  the  sacrum.'"  Angustura  cures  tetanus  and  caries,  but 
the  only  effects  it  has  ever  been  known  to  produce  in  health,  are  ''pal- 
pitation of  heart  with  anguish."  Baryta  causes  "  anxiety  about  oiie's 
family,"  "hni  then  it  cures  "  baldness  "  and  "fatty  tumor  on  nape." 
Belladonna  produces  all  manner  of  symptoms  in  all  the  organs,  and 
cures  every  disease  under  heaven,  in  every  part  of  the  system — among 
the  rest,  '•  ill-nature  in  children."  It  may  therefore  become  a  valuable 
article  for  the  nursery.  (By  the  way,  what  does  the  writer  mean  by 
"  digging  in  the  head,"  "  digging  in  the  liver,"  "  digging  in  the  stomach," 
and  -'digging"  all  over?  Those  surely  must  be  strange  "diggings" 
where  this  author  learned  English.)  If  carbo-vegetabilis  produces  the 
symptoms  laid  down  in  this  book,  then  we  accuse  the  doctor  of  "  malice 
prepense,"  in  proposing  to  Dr.  Lee,  of  New  York,  to  take  "  a  grain  "  of 
it.  If  one  fiftieth  partof  the  symptoms,  here  recorded,  follow  its  ingestion, 
then  we  should  prefer  the  chance  of  Sam  Patch's  leap  down  the  Falls  of 
Niagara,  or  the   Genesee,  to  swallowing   any   "appreciable  quantity;" 
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and  yet  we  take,  we  cannot  say  how  many  f^rains  or  drachms,  every  morn- 
uig  with  our  toast !  We  shall  not  repeat  all  the  symptoms,  out  of  sympa- 
thy for  your  readers  ;  but  if  you  wish  to  see  every  organ  and  function 
tortured  in  every  possible  way,  expressed  by  "  tearing,'^  "  rending,'^ 
"  burning,'^  "  shouting,"  "  draiving"  &ic.  (there  being  26  difierent 
simple  expressions  for  pain  in  the  Organon,  and  2956  combinations),  con- 
sult pp.  32,  33,34,  35.  ''Colic,''  '' putrid  stools,''  "■'piles,"  ''aneu- 
rism," "  bleeding  of  the  eyes,"  "  coma,"  "  absence  of  pidse,"  '*  cold 
sweat,"  "  paralysis "  and  "  emaciation,"  are  mere  trifles  in  the  long 
catalogue,  and  he  must  suppose  Dr.  Lee  to  have  more  lives  than  a  cat, 
if  he  has  the  least  expectation  of  his  surviving  the  experiment.  And  then 
Dr.  Lillie  has  the  cold  bloodedness,  the  savage  ferocity,  of  proposing  that 
yourself,  Mr.  Editor,  sliould  "suffer"  in  Boston,  what  he  hopes  Dr. 
Lee  will  have  to  in  New  York  !  We  have  not  heard  whether  the  doctor 
has  consented  to  the  proposal — we  hope,  lor  humanity's  sake,  that  he 
may  decline  (provided  this  book  be  true  !)  ;  but  if  he  does  consent,  the 
readers  of  the  Boston  Journal  must  be  made  ac(]uainted  with  the  result. 

Dr.  Lillie  states  that  the  best  description  of  his  work  is  to  be  found  in 
Hippocrates,  where  he  says,  "  let  all  drugs,  and  simples,  and  recorded 
powers,  be  well  remembered  by  you,  provided  they  are  known."  Ah  ! 
that  is  an  important  proviso — Dr.  L.  will  do  well  to  bear  it  in  mind,  for 
it  most  unfortunately  happens  that  the  homoeopathic  school  are  in  blissful 
ignorance  of  the  "  powers  of  drugs  and  siin[)ies,"  although  they  are  not 
wanting  in  a  knowledge  of  "  recorded  powers  " — but  it  unfortunately 
turns  out  that  these  records  have  been  forged. 

We  shall  not  enter  at  large  ui)on  the  discussion  of  the  (juestion,  whether 
the  application  of  the   "  vital  heat "   of  the  skin  of  a  dead  sheep,  be,  or 
be  not,  homoeopathic  practice  ;  we  should  suppose,  however,  that  to  re- 
lieve a  deficiency  of  animal   heat,  on  the  similia  principle,  a  little  ice,  or 
snow-water,  or  an    artificial    frigorific  mixture,  would  be  more  suitable — 
but  there  is  no  accounting  for  &  penchant  f)r  such  a  remerly,  by  a  profess- 
ed hoaioeo|)ath,  except  on  the  principle  of  sympathy,  or  "  fellow  feeling." 
The  similia  sirnilibus  will  show  itself  somehow.     Dr.  L.,  novice  as  he  is 
in  the  profession,  shows  his  zeal    for  science,  by  canonizing  Hahnemann. 
After  calling  him    "  immortal"   "  what,"    he   adds,   "  can  the  man   do 
that  cometh  after  the    king  1 "     This  deference   to  authority,  we  may 
suggest,  has  been  the  bane  of  medical  science  in  every  age.     It  embalm- 
ed the  absurd  doctrines  of  Galen  for  centuries,  and  it  is  likely  to  embalm 
the  more  absurd   dogmas  of  Hahnemann,  for  half  a  dozen   years  more  at 
least;    unless,  indeed,  his  followers,  which  is  not  to  be  expected,  become 
honest  and  will  choose  to   think   and   investigate   for  themselves.     Call 
such  a  monomaniac  immortal  I    it  is  a  deseciation  of  the  epithet.     If,   to 
form  a  system  of  materia  medica,  by  intermixing  symptoms  observed  in 
different  persons,  without  distinguishing  what  dose  has  been  administered  ; 
what  syniptoms  have   manifested  themselves  first  ;   how  these   are  group- 
ed ;   in   what  order  they  succeed  each  other ;    without  distinguishing  the 
objective  symptoms,  and   attributing  every  symptom  to   the  remedy  ad- 
ministered ;  if,  to  make   no  allowance  for  accidental  causes;   for  diseases 
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resulting  in  other  ways  ;  for  idiosyncrasy,  age,  sex,  and  the  force  of  imagi- 
nation ;    in  short,  if,  to  draw  up  a  system,  which  furnishes  no  clue  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  organ  first  affected,  the    genetic  relations  of  the  symp- 
toms, or  the  character  and  entire  effect  of  the  remedy  ;    if  all  this  be  suf- 
ficient to  render  a  man  immortal,  then  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  such  a 
destiny   awaits  the  name  of  Hahnemann.     Or  if,  being  compelled  by  liis 
quackery  to  flee  from  place  to  place  in  his  own  country,  and  at  last,  after 
an  unblushing  course  of  thirty  years'  empiricism,  to  be  driven  from  it  al- 
together in  disgrace — if,  to  advertise  and  sell   as  an   invaluable  remedy, 
common   borax  at   four  dollars   an  ounce,  under  the  name  of  "  alkali 
PNEUM  " — if,  to  vend  a   secret  medicine  as  an   '^  infallible  prevejitive  of 
scarlet  fever  "    at  a  louis  d'or  an   ounce — if,  to   l)e  so  ignorant  of  the 
common  principles  of  chemistry,  as  to  regard  silex  and  sulphur  as  solu- 
ble in  alcohol — if,  to  forbid  all  reasoning  on  the  subject  of  homoeopathy, 
and  demand  of  his  disciples  implicit  faith,   "  without  doubting,  reasoning, 
interpreting,  or  philosophizing  upon  them"  (Archiv.  fur  Homaopatische 
Heilkunde,  Vol.  IX.,   No.  3) — if,  to  assert  "  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  true  art  of  healing  begins  with   me" — if,  to   invent  a  treatment  of 
disease,  totally  at  variance  with  common  sense,  with   all    rational  princi- 
ples and    the  experience  of  all  ages — if,  to  deny  the  existence  of  idio- 
syncrasy, and  maintain  that  every  medicine  acts  precisely  in  the  same 
manner,  at  all  times,  under  all  circumstances,  upon  all  individuals,  sexes 
and  ages  ;  and  that  all  medicines  are  of  e(]ual  potency  in  the  same  doses 
— if,  to  maintain  that  the  itch  is  the  only  cause  of  all  human  misery,  phy- 
sical, mental  and  moral — if,  to  assert  that  mere  mechanical  division  can 
develope  from  all  natural  substances,  a  power  bordering  on   miracles — if, 
to  maintain  that  some  diseases  may  be  cured  by  the  patient  smelling  only 
of  a  sugar  pellet,  of  the  size  of  a  hemp  or  poppy  seed,  moistened   with 
the    decillionth    solution    of  briony  juice — if,  to  describe    565    different 
syn)ptoms  as  being  caused  by  silex\  890  by  lycopodium  ;   931  by  char- 
coal; 895  by  table  salt;    1'240  by  sepia,  and    1440  by   belladonna! — 
lastly,  if  not   to  believe,  and    yet   to   boast    all   this,  knowing    it  to  be 
false,  and  thus  to  make  merchandize  of  the  lives   and   health   and  souls 
of  his  fellow  men,  and    all   for  filthy   lucre's  sake — and  at  last  to  die,  as 
we  fear,  with  a  lie  in  his  mouih — if  this,  if  this  be  immortality,  then, 

AND    then    only,    IS    HAHNEMANN    IMMORTAL  !       As     tO    llis  folIoWCrs,  all 

we  can  say  is,  if  they  are  honest,  "  Helleborum  hisce  hominibus  opus  est.'''' 

P.  S. — In  what  school  did  Messrs.  C.  &i.  L.  study  chemistry  ?  A  few 
examples  will  show  the  accuracy  of  their  knowledge.  For  "  ammonicc 
carbonas,'^  they  have  "  ammonium  carbonicum  f  for  ammonice  murias," 
they  have  "  ammonium  muriaticum  ;  "  carbonate  of  lime  is  written  "  cal- 
carea  carbonica ;  "  Potassa  "  is  written  "  causticum  ;"  "  Cinchona  " 
becomes  "china:"  "  carbiiretumferri'^  becotnes  '^graphites;"  '■•  car- 
bonos  potassrs''    becomes  "  kali  carbonicum  ;"    and  so  throughout. 
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THE   KXTIIACTS   OF   THOIKJUGHWORT   AND   LOBELIA. 

To  th3  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — One  day  during  the  winter  before  last,  having  noihini;  better  lo  do,  I 
set  niyselt  to  making  the  extracts  of  thoroughwort  and  lobelia.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  inspissated  juices  of  these  substances  have  ever  been  obtain- 
ed ;  if  they  have  been,  they  are  not  enumerated  in  any  of  tiie  Dispensatories 
and  Pharmacopoeias  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  My  object  in  obtain- 
ing these  extracts  was  merely  to  ascertain  their  external  sensible  qualities, 
and  to  produce  the  virtues  of  the  thoroughwort  and  lobelia  in  a  more 
concentrated  form.  I  followed  the  common  method  of  making  other  ex- 
tracts, by  first  making  a  decoction  in  water,  of  the  plants  as  they  are  pre- 
pared by  the  Shakers,  boiling  away  the  decoction  to  one  half  its  quantity, 
straining  the  liquor,  and  then  evaporating  it  to  the  consistence  of  honey. 
An  earthen  gallipot  placed  upon  a  connnon  cooking  stove  heated  with 
hard  coal,  I  found  very  convenient  for  evaporating  the  strained  liquor. 
A  nicer  method  of  evaporating  the  decoction,  is  to  place  an  evaporating 
dish  in  a  water  bath  impregnated  with  muriate   of  soda,  and  kept  boiling. 

Six  ounces  of  the  pressed  leaves  and  tops  of  the  thoroughwort  yielded 
one  ounce  of  extract,  a  very  abundant  quantity.  The  external  qualities 
of  this  extract  are  quite  remarkable,  and  I  should  say,  promised  fair  for 
its  becoming  an  article  of  commerce.  It  has  the  hardness  and  resinous 
appearance  of  the  aloes.  It  is  brittle,  semi-pellucid,  and  of  a  reddish- 
brown  color ;  it  pulverizes  and  melts  like  the  aloes.  From  its  resinous 
nature.  I  should  infer  that  its  properties  must  necessarily  be  very  perma- 
nent. Tlie  medicinal  pro|)erties  of  the  extract  of  thoroughwort,  like  those 
of  the  aloes,  probably  reside  in  a  gum,  from  which  the  resin  can  be  sepa- 
rated. I  used  the  extract  of  thoroughwort  in  two  cases  of  external  hae- 
morrhoids with  complete  success.  Each  of  the  patients  took  four  pills  of 
the  common  size,  daily,  for  about  a  week,  when  all  symptoms  of  the 
complaint  disappeared.  This  dose  kept  the  bowels  loose,  without  pain  or 
griping  or  occasioning  sickness  at  the  stomach.  Its  tonic  power,  for 
which  the  eupatorium  has  great  repute,  makes  it  a  very  suitable  cathartic 
or  laxative  in  cases  where  we  suspect  a  weak  state  of  the  bovt'els.  In  a 
third  case,  of  common  costiveness,  only  one  pill  answered  all  the  purpose 
of  a  laxative.  In  the  form  of  an  extract  I  think  the  eupatorium  would 
very  rarely  prove  an  emetic.  Its  properties  appear  to  me  to  be  those  of 
a  warming,  strengthening  cathartic,  combining  the  cathartic  qualities  of 
the  aloes  with  the  tonic  power  of  myrrh.  The  extract  is  not  only  a 
more  portable  and  convenient  form  than  a  tincture,  decoction  or  powder, 
but  admits  of  its  being  administered  with  or  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  patient. 

Six  ounces  of  the  pressed  leaves  and  tops  of  the  lobelia  yielded  half 
an  ounce  of  extract,  or  one  twelfth  of  its  weight.  The  extract  of  lobe- 
lia, in  its  external  a[)pearance,  resembles  the  refined  extract  of  liquorice. 
It  possesses  great  cohesiveness,  its  color  is  very  black  and  its  surface  shin- 
ing. I  should  not  think  it  strange  if  the  extract  of  lobelia  should  also 
become  an  article  of  commerce.     Either  as  an  emetic,  diuretic,  pectoral 
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or  sudorific,  the  extract  is  a  far  more  convenient  and  desirable  form  than 
any  oilie,  of  the  preparations  of  lobelia.  The  dose  of  the  extract,  for 
an  adult,  is  a  grain  and  a  half  for  an  emetic.  The  dose  as  a  diuretic, 
pectoral  and  sudorific,  must  be  determined  by  experiment.  I  have  never 
administered  the  lobelia  in  tlie  form  of  extract.  Some  years  ago,  how- 
ever, I  gave  the  tincture  of  lobelia  as  an  emetic  to  a  patient  laboring  un- 
der phthisis  pulmonalis,  which  I  thought  at  the  time  operated  very  much 
like  a  dose  of  sulphate  of  zinc.  I  also  gave  the  tincture  as  an  emetic  to 
a  patient  in  the  fit  or  paroxysm  of  an  asthma,  which  afforded  essential  re- 
lief. In  the  case  of  a  child  with  lung  fever,  I  once  saw  a  decoction  of 
the  lobelia  administered  by  an  ojficious  nurse  with  the  happiest  result.  I 
think  I  never  saw  a  single  dose  of  medicine  attended  with  such  decided 
success  in  subduing  and  terminating  a  fever  of  several  days'  standing, 
From  what  I  have  witnessed  of  the  effects  of  the  lobelia,  I  think  it  must 
resemble  the  foxglove,  and  possess  sedative  properties  in  as  great  a  degree 
as  it  possesses  emetic  and  sudorific  powers.  Were  its  medicinal  proper- 
ties well  defined  by  observation  and  experiment,  I  think  it  would  prove  an 
auxiliary  to  our  present  means  of  cure.  D.  B.  Slack. 

Providence,  Oct.  ^Sth,  1843. 


ALBANY   MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

ICommunicatert  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .lournal.] 

Dr.  Marches  Surgical  Clinique,  Saturday,  October  21,  1843. 
Case  1. — C.  M.,  aet.  6  years.  Fracture  of  fore-arm  about  middle  of  the 
shafts  of  radius  and  ulna.  Dr.  March  said  that  the  arm  in  this  case  pre- 
senled  the  appearances  and  signs  of  flexure  rather  than  fracture,  since 
there  was  much  distortion  but  no  perceptible  crepitus  or  dislocation  of 
fractured  ends.  After  referring  to  the  frequency  of  such  accidents  in 
young  subjects,  he  proceeded  to  re-dress  it  in   the  presence  of  the  class. 

2. — H.  G.  Case  of  necrosis  of  tibia,  presented  last  Saturday.  Doin(^ 
well. 

3. — I.  R.  P.  Lacerated  wounds  of  fore-arm  and  hand,  presented  on 
former  occasions.  Under  the  exhibition  of  Skey's  alterative,  opium,  the 
nervous  in-itable  state  of  the  patient's  general  system  has  been  much  im- 
proved, and  consequently  the  ulcers  are  much  improved  in  appearance. 
The  larger  were  dressed  to-day  with  adhesive  straps,  and  to  the  smaller 
the  usual  application  patches  of  cerate  were  applied. 

4. — P.  D.,  ffit.  6  years.  Seven  weeks  since  this  patient  fractured  the 
right  femur  ;ibout  its  middle  ;  to-day  came  forward  walking  firmly  and 
with  ease.  There  is  no  shortening  or  distortion  ;  indeed,  the  whole 
progress  of  the  case  has  shown  how  rapidly  fractures  will  unite  in  the 
young  subject, 

5. — 1.  W.  The  patient  with  synovial  efilision  or  hydarthrosis  of 
right  knee,  upon  whom  the  operation  of  puncturing  the  joint  to  evacuate 
its  contents,  while  their  place  was  supplied  by  an  injection  of  a  weak 
preparation   of  iodine,  was    performed  two  weeks  since  before  the  class^ 
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to-day  came  forward  to  show  the  perfection  of  the  cure.  This  case  had 
resisted  the  ordinary  routine  of  practice  by  cupping,  bhstering,  &-c.,  but 
yielded  immediately,  and  without  a  single  bad  symptom,  to  this  new  ope- 
ration of  the  French  surgeons. 

6. — VV,  H.,  aet.  21  years,  from  Syracuse.  Inflammation  of  synovial 
membrane  of  right  knee-joint,  involving  the  cartilages.  Dr.  March  pro- 
poses to  establish  caustic  issues  on  some  future  occasion. 

7. — M.  K.,  aet.  5  years.  Presented  on  former  cliniques,  with  con- 
junctival inflammation  and  slight  nebula  upon  the  cornea.  The  inflam- 
mation has  completely  subsided  and  the  opacity  is  diminishing. 

8. — G.  D.,  aet.  18  years.  Contusion  of  eye  from  the  blow  of  an 
arrow.  Within  an  hour  the  whole  anterior  chamber  was  filled  with  ef- 
fused blood.  To-day  the  effusion  was  entirely  absorbed,  vision  also  be- 
ing quite  perfect.     Belladonna  was  applied  to  keep  the  iris  dilated. 

9. — J.  M.,  upon  whom  the  operation  for  everted  lower  lid  of  right  eye 
was  performed  last  Saturday,  came  forward ;  the  cure  is  complete — the  lid 
being  much  improved.  The  pterygium,  which,  relieved  from  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  everted  lid,  already  was  diminished,  was  to-day  attacked  by 
the  application  of  the  nit.  argenti  in  substance. 

10. — T.  F.,  agt.  25.  Horrible  distortion  of  face  from  contracted  cica- 
trices of  burns.  The  mouth,  which  was  contracted,  in  fact  almost  entirely 
closed  up,  has  been  much  improved  by  Dr.  March,  who  some  two  months 
since  performed  Dieffenbach's  operation  upon  it.  The  eyelids  now  are 
all  more  or  less  everted,  and  upon  them  Dr.  March  contemplates  two  or 
three  operations  during  the  term. 

11. — A.  R.  A  patient  with  necrosed  tibia — before  presented.  Do- 
ing well. 

12. — The  contracted  finger  for  the  relief  of  which  the  flexor  tendon 
was  last  week  divided,  to-day  appeared  perfectly  straight. 

1.3. — J.  G.'s  little  daughter,  aet.  5  years.  Tonsils  enlarged,  though 
not  enough  to  warrant  excision.  Nitrate  of  silver  was  applied  by  means 
of  a.  porte-caustifjue,  with  a  view  of  promoting  their  absorption. 

14. — Child  of  J.  L.,  presented  last  week  with  ophthalmia  tarsi;  cure 
nearly  complete.     Dressed  with  nit.  argent. 

15. — Mrs.  M.  L.  Conjunctivitis  with  granulated  eyelids.  Dressed 
with  nit.  argent. 

16. — J.  B.,  aet.  46,  from  the  country.  Encysted  tumor  of  seven  year's 
growth  upon  the  right  cheek  just  in  front  of  the  ear.  The  pes  anseri- 
nus  of  the  facial  nerve,  the  transverse  facial  artery  and  Steno's  duct  were 
in  immediate  contact  with  the  sac  behind.  The  tumor  was  rapidly  dis- 
sected from  its  bed,  the  sac  being  removed  entire.  No  artery  required 
ligature.  It  was  dressed  by  one  point  of  suture,  straps,  compress  and 
roller. 

17. — Mrs.  A.,  from  the  country  also.  Encysted  tumor  of  cheek, 
smaller,  and  more  superficially  situated  than  the  last,  and  consequently 
more  easily  removed,  though,  from  the  thinness  of  the  sac,  the  time  oc- 
cupied was  longer. 

18. — C.  C,  aet.  40.     Vascular  tumor  of  leg,  involving  the  integu 
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nient  only.  It  was  excised,  with  half  an  inch  of  healthy  integument 
upon  each  side  of  it.  The  gap,  which  was  quite  large,  was  hrought  to- 
gether by  three  points  of  suture  and  straps  ;  the  whole  limb  was  band- 
aged. A  smaller  spot  upon  one  of  the  toes  was  also  removed,  having 
the  same  character  with  the  larger  one  upon  the  leg. 

19. — A.  B.     Injury  of  ankle,  caused  by  leaping  from  a  waggon. 

October  2dth,  1843.— 1.— Child  of  C.  M.,  aet.  6  years,  presented  oa 
Saturday  last  with  fracture  of  radius  and  ulna.  The  external  splint  was 
lo-day  dispensed  with,  as  the  arm  was  quite  firmly  united. 

2. — W.  R.  C.'s  child,  ajt.  5  years,  presented  last  Saturday  with 
chronic  opiithalmia.     Nit.  argent,  was  to-day  applied. 

3. — 1.  R.  P.  This  is  the  case,  presented  on  former  occasions,  of  lace- 
rated wound  of  fore-arm  and  hand.  The  ulcers  presented  a  healthy  ap- 
pearance, and  are  rapidly  cicatrizing,  it  was  dressed  as  usual  witli  ad- 
hesive straps  and  roller,  the  granulations  having  been  previously  sprinkled 
over  with  a  [)owder  of  calomel  and  pulverized  opium. 

4. — H.  G.  Presented  on  several  ciiniques  with  ulcer  from  necrosed 
tibia.     The  ulcer  has  nearly  healed,  and  was  dressed  for  the  last  time. 

5. — Miss  M.  K.  Opacity  of  the  cornea  with  chronic  inflammation  of 
left  eye.     JNit.  argenti  applied. 

6. — Miss  C.  W.,  of  Auburn,  having  a  small  atheroma  on  the  scalp. 
A  simple  incision  was  sufficient  to  allow  the  entire  sac  to  be  rolled  out 
by  the  handle  of  the  instrument.  The  wound  was  dressed  by  compress 
and  roller. 

7. — I.  M.  was  again  presented.  The  pterygium  was  cauterized  with 
nit.  argenti,  and  is  fast  disappearing. 

8. — Miss  I.  A.  B.,of  West  Troy.  Carpal  and  palmar  tumor  freely  com- 
municating beneMth  the  annular  ligament.  Before  proceeding  to  an  ope- 
ration, Dr.  March  related  the  history  of  a  case  resembling  in  every  ex- 
ternal view  the  present,  the  contents  of  which,  upon  making  an  incision, 
were  found  to  be  small,  polished,  cartilaginous  bodies,  very  closely  resem- 
bling water-melon  seeds,  more  than  500  of  which  poured  out  from  the  sac. 
From  the  great  similarity  of  situation,  appearance  and  feel,  Dr.  M.  pre- 
dicted a  similar  result  would  follow  an  incision  in  the  present  case.  His 
diagnosis  was  soon  verified,  for  upon  making  a  cut  into  the  sac,  more  than 
half  a  pint  of  exactly  similar  little  melon  seeds  were  discharged.  A  dress- 
ing was  applied,  consisting  of  compresses  piled  over  the  whole  extent  of 
the  sac,  over  which  a  roller  was  firmly  applied. 

9. — S.  W.,  aet.  23,  from  West  Troy.  Strabismus  convergens  of  both 
eyes.  An  operation  was  performed  upon  the  left,  with  instantaneous 
success. 

10. — Mrs.  G.  1.  C,  of  Niskayuna.  Small  atheroma  of  cheek.  Extir- 
pated and  the  wound  dressed  by  adhesive  straps. 

11. — Infant  of  I.  V.  A.,  of  Hudson,  aet.  2  years.  Hare  lip  compli- 
cated with  cleft  jaw  and  palate  ;  the  jaw  upon  one  side  projecting  (jiiite 
between  the  margins  of  the  fissure  in  the  lip.  The  operation  consisted 
in  cutting  off  this  interfering  snout,  and  then  paring  off  the  edges  of  the 
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gap  as  usual.     The   raw  surfaces    were    neatly   approximated  by  two 
sutures. 

12. — Miss  I.  N.,  of  Saratoga  Co.  Internal  strabismus  of  both  eyes. 
The  left  was  chosen  for  the  operation,  which  was  done  with  complete 
success.  J.  B.  B. 


CA^5E   OF   VASCULAR  TUMOR    ON   THE   CHEEK— ERROR   IN   DIAGNO- 
SIS—REMOVAL. 

B7  Mr.  Fergusson,  Surg,  to  King's  College  Hospital. 

Donald  Kelleard,  stat.  19,  admitted  29th  July,  1843,  laborer,  a  native 
of  London,  where  he  has  chiefly  resided.  Born  of  healthy  parents. 
When  about  six  months  old  a  small,  white-colored  tumor  was  observed 
immediately  below  the  left  orbit,  to  which  poultices  were  applied,  when 
it  diminished  in  size.  Some  time  after  it  enlarged  again,  and  again  seem- 
ed to  decrease  under  the  use  of  poultices.  Subsequently  it  gradually  en- 
larged, and  about  eight  years  ago  the  skin  over  it  assumed  a  dark-brown 
color.  At  this  time  his  mother,  supposing  that  it  contained  matter,  punc- 
tured it  with  a  needle,  when  a  small  quantity  of  dark  blood  only  escaped. 
The  swelling  did  not  alter  much  until  about  six  months  ago,  when  it 
suddenly  began  to  enlarge,  and  has  continued  to  increase  up  to  the  present 
date.  There  is  now  a  prominent  tumor  over  the  left  superior  maxilla,  just 
below  the  orbit,  about  the  size  of  a  duck's  egg,  which  keeps  the  eye-lid 
against  the  eyeball,  and  begins  to  force  the  nose  to  the  opposite  side. 
The  skin  is  of  a  dark-brown  color,  and  the  touch  does  not  clearly  indi- 
cate whether  the  swelling  consists  of  fluid  or  solid  substances.  Has  oc- 
casional pain  in  the  part,  of  a  pricking  character.  Since  he  was  two 
years  old  has  always  enjoyed  good  health,  and  now  applies  to  have  the 
growth  removed  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  disfigurement. 

August  1. — To-day  he  was  brought  into  the  operating  theatre,  and  Mr. 
Fergusson  proceeded  to  operate  with  the  intention  of  dissecting  out  the 
mass  entire.  Three  incisions  through  the  skin,  each  about  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  in  length,  were  drawn  from  the  circumference  of  the  swelling,  and 
made  to  meet  at  a  point  on  the  centre,  where  the  three  flaps,  of  nearly 
equal  size,  were  dissected  from  the  mass.  As  soon  as  the  knife  passed 
deeper  than  the  skin,  which  was  of  its  usual  thickness,  and  considerably 
more  dense,  the  tissues  appeared  remarkably  vascular;  at  each  stroke  of 
the  knife  a  jet  or  gush  of  blood  indicated  the  division  of  an  artery  or 
vein  of  larger  size  than  is  natural  to  this  part,  and  before  the  flaps  were 
sufficiently  dissected  off,  several  fingers  were  required  to  stem  the  flow  of 
blood.  Instead  of  attempting  to  remove  the  disease  with  the  continued 
use  of  the  knife,  the  plan  of  the  operation  was  altered,  and  the  tumor  was 
twice  transfixed  with  large  curved  needles,  set  in  handles,  each  cnrrying  a 
double  ligature,  wliich  were  listened  to  each  other,  and  drawn  tight  round 
the  base  of  the  swelling.  The  bleeding  was  thus  completely  restrained, 
and  the  patient  was  sent  to  bed,  with  directions  to  keep  cold  cloths  applied 
to  the  wound. 
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4. — There  ha?  been  no  further  bleeding,  and  warm  water  dressings 
have  been  substituted  for  the  cold  ;  has  had  considerable  pain  in  the 
cheek,  which  has  become  greatly  swollen,  whereby  the  eye  is  completely 
closed  up  ;  the  parts  surrounded  by  the  ligatures  seem  to  be  completely 
strangulated,  and  are  in  a  sloughing  condition  ;  wound  beginning  to  dis- 
charge matter- 

12. —  Has  had  a  good  deal  of  fever  and  taken  little  food  ;  has  had  five 
ounces  of  wine  daily  for  some  days,  and  been  allowed  beef-tea,  or  any 
other  nourishment  he  might  choose.  A  large  portion  of  the  tumor  about 
to  drop  away  as  a  slough,  but  underneath  there  still  appears  a  vascular 
eminence. 

16. — The  old  ligatures  were  withdrawn  and  others  substituted,  so  as  to 
include  the  remainder  of  the  vascular  part. 

17. — Indications  of  two  small  abscesses,  one  in  the  eyelid,  the  other  in 
the  cheek,  below  the  wound,  were  discovered,  and  on  the  21st  these  were 
opened.  On  the  same  day  the  part  inclosed  within  the  thread  sloughed 
away,  and  a  healthy  granulating  sore  was  left. 

Sept.  6. — Since  last  report  his  health  has  rapidly  improved,  and  his  ap- 
petite is  completely  restored  ;  the  wound  has  gradually  cicatrized,  and  he 
is  now  discharged  cured. 

16. — Has  appeared  at  the  Hospital  to-day  in  the  best  of  health.  The 
morbid  growth  seems  completely  eradicated,  and  the  slight  swelling  which 
still  remains  is  apparently  the  result  of  the  severe  inflammation  on  the 
cheek  subsequently  to  the  operation.  It  is  less  than  when  he  last 
showed  himself,  and,  from  his  own  account,  is  rapidly  diminishing.  Has 
no  pain  or  uneasiness  in  the  part,  and  the  cicatrix  is  scarcely  observable  at 
a  little  distance. 

After  the  operation  Mr.  Fergusson  stated  that  he  had  been  completely 
deceived  in  his  diagnosis  of  this  case,  for  he  had  supposed  the  tumor  to 
be  one  of  an  atheromatous  character.  Nothing  in  its  history  had  led  him 
to  suspect  that  it  was  vascular,  and  certainly  there  was  little  in  its  appear- 
ance or  character  to  induce  him  to  think  so.  The  skin  was  commonly  thin- 
ner in  such  cases,  and  had  all  the  indications  of  vascularity  ;  moreover,  the 
presence  of  pulsation  and  the  compressible  nature  of  the  swelling,  as  well 
as  other  strongly-marked  symptoms,  usually  led  at  once  to  the  detection 
of  such  a  form  of  disease.  He  had  not  come  to  a  hasty  conclusion  in 
this  case  either,  for  he  had  repeatedly  examined  the  mass,  and  had  asked 
others  to  do  so.  He  had  thought  that  it  resembled  an  atheromatous 
growth,  but  as  it  was  not  usual  to  see  tumors  of  this  description  on  the 
cheek,  and  as,  moreover,  its  characters  were  such  as  to  cause  him  not  to 
be  very  clear  on  this  point,  he  had  fingered  the  part  again  and  again.  As 
soon,  however,  as  he  had  begun  his  incisions  he  discovered  his  error,  and 
he  immediately  resolved  to  treat  the  case  with  ligatures,  according  to  the 
method  recommended,  and  so  advantageously  put  into  practice,  by  Mr. 
Liston.  He  had  separated  the  skin  from  the  vascular  mass  as  extensively 
as  he  could  do  with  propriety,  so  that  he  might  include  the  largest  possible 
extent  in  the  nooses  of  the  ligatures  without  interfering  with  that  texture. 
On  such  an  occasion  the  surjieon  miffht  feel  himself  in  an  awkward   di- 
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lemma,  and  in  the  midst  of  such  profuse  hremonhage  some  coohiess  was 
required  to  determine  on  the  proper  course  for  further  proceedings.  Pos- 
sibly, had  he  been  aware  of  the  real  nature  of  the  case  when  the  patient 
came  under  his  charge,  he  might  have  selected  some  other  mode  of  treat- 
ment, although,  in  all  probability,  he  would  have  chosen  that  which  he 
had  just  followed,  as  being  the  best,  under  the  circumstances,  to  effect 
the  separation  and  obliteration  of  the  vascular  mass. — London  Ltancet. 
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Ipecac,  hi  Asthma. — A  correspondent  who  dates  his  note  at  Hallowell, 
Me.,  very  unfortunately  omitted  to  sign  his  name  to  some  very  judicious 
practical  observations  on  the  use  of  ipecac,  in  asthma.  An  article  on 
the  practice  of  medicine  is  no  authority  if  it  has  not  a  responsible  author, 
and  this  one  circumstance,  alone,  forbids  the  insertion  of  a  paper  which 
is  apparently  from  an  elevated  source.  In  the  course  of  the  communi- 
cation it  is  said  that  in  asthma,  ipecac.  "  universally  calms  the  paroxysms 
and  produces  refreshing  sleep.  It  gives  a  comfort  when  no  other  medi- 
cine seems  to  avail.  Physicians  cannot  too  often  or  too  liberally  prescribe 
it  for  patients  having  the  least  tendency  to  asthma,  as  it  removes  all  dis- 
tressing symptoms,  and  no  fatal  effects  ever  follow  its  administration." 
The  writer  appears  to  have  been  a  careful  and  experienced  observer  of  the 
effects  of  special  remedies,  and  he  surely  ought  not  to  be  unwilling  to 
give  his  name  to  advice  that  is  worth  so  much  less  without  it. 


Anatomical  Enterprise. — Some  months  ago,  mention  was  made  in  this 
Journal  of  the  erection  of  a  building  on  Tremont  street,  in  Boston,  ex- 
pressly for  a  practical  school  of  anatomy.  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis,  whose 
name  is  identified  with  the  progress  of  anatomical  science  in  New  Eng- 
land, who  has  been  at  the  cost  of  erecting  the  edifice,  has  finally  com- 
pleted it  throughout,  at  a  very  considerable  expense.  No  arrangement  of 
apartments  or  fixtures,  in  the  interior,  could  be  more  convenient.  There 
is  not  another  structure,  to  our  knowledge,  in  this  country,  so  complete  in 
its  details  for  conducting  anatomical  pursuits  to  the  best  advantage,  as  this. 
Adjacent  to  the  dissecting  room,  is  a  charming  study,  in  the  cases  of  which 
are  that  variety  of  charts,  text  books,  and  other  aids  to  knowledge,  which 
must  necessarily  be  frequently  consulted.  Instruments  of  all  forms,  suffi- 
cient to  accommodate  a  large  number  of  persons,  are  in  the  place  where 
they  should  be — so  methodically  arranged  that  the  appearance  of  order 
gives  special  character  to  the  establishment.  The  injecting  apparatus, 
alone,  would  be  one  of  the  highest  recommendations  to  any  one  capable  of 
appreciating  the  intrinsic  value  of  anatomical  researches.  Another  essen- 
tial requisite  for  conducting  anatomical  pursuits  is  a  good  light — and 
enough  of  it;  and  this  has  not  been  overlooked  either  in  the  size,  location 
of  the  skylights,  or  the  chandelier  and  side  lamps,  in  the  dissecting  theatre. 
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Dr.  Lewis  could  very  well  accommodate  a  large  number  of  students,  in 
tbe  most  ample  manner,  and  yet  on  reasonable  terms.  He  is  devotedly 
attached  to  the  study  of  anatomy,  and  his  library,  therefore,  is  rich  in  all 
the  old  and  modern  works  upon  that  subject,  embracing  some  of  great  cost 
and  rarity.  Owing  to  the  enlightened  policy  of  Massachusetts,  anatomy 
may  be  studied  in  Boston  without  stealth  or  police  interruptions.  It  is  no 
crime  to  dissect  a  human  body  here. 

Dr.  Lewis  has  no  superior  as  an  instructer,  and  we  therefore  hope  that 
he  may  be  sustained  and  encouraged  in  the  effort  he  is  making  to  raise 
up  skilful  surgeons  and  good  physicians.  iVIedical  strangers,  temporarily 
in  the  city,  and  medical  students,  especially,  should  visit  this  anatomical 
hall.  The  new  things  to  be  seen  there,  would  be  an  ample  compensation 
for  the  time  it  would  require. 


Diseases  of  the  Testis.* — An  admirable  work  is  now  presented  to  the 
profession  of  this  country,  embracing  every  phase  of  an  unhealthy  condi- 
tion of  this  organ  or  scrotum,  known  to  the  most  observing  of  modern  practi- 
tioners. The  volume  comprises  56S  pages,  and  interspersed  through  the 
whole,  are  some  of  Mr.  Gilbert's  beautifully  executed  xylographic  illustra- 
tions, almost  equal  to  copper. 

The  whole  work  is  divided  into  three  parts,  and  in  each  there  follows  a 
natural  arrangement  of  topics.  In  Part  I.  are  considered  the  anatomical 
structure  and  functions  of  the  testis  and  its  accompaniments,  both  in  fcetal 
and  adult  life.  Part  II.  embraces  a  consideration  of  congenital  imperfec- 
tions and  malformations ;  atrophy,  injuries,  hydrocele,  hsematocele,  orchi- 
tis, tubercular  diseases,  carcinoma,  cystic  diseases,  fibrous  transformations, 
ossific  deposits,  &c.  &c.  of  the  testicle.  Spermatocele,  entozoa  and  ner- 
vous affections  of  the  organ,  together  with  a  series  of  observations  on  sym- 
pathetic and  functional  diseases,  follow  in  a  succession  of  chapters. 
Part  III.  regards  varicocele,  adipose  tumors  of  the  cord,  spasms  of  the 
cremaster  muscle,  injuries  of  the  scrotum,  prurigo  scroti,  varicose  veins  of 
the  scrotum,  pneumatocele,  oedema  scroti,  diffuse  iniiammation  of  the  scro- 
tum, mortification,  elephantiasis  scroti,  hypertrophy,  cancer,  melanosis, 
fibrous  and  adipose  tumors  of  the  scrotum. 

To  have  brought  together  such  an  amount  of  matter  presupposes  a  tho- 
rough acquaintance  with  the  subject,  and  no  ordinary  devotion  to  this  par- 
ticular department  of  study.  T.  B.  Curling,  Esq.,  now  Surgeon  to  the 
Jew's  Hospital  in  London,  is  the  author.  The  publishers  have  again  of- 
fered the  profession  a  book  of  great  value,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  exten- 
sively read  and  appreciated. 


Pri?iciples  and  Practice  of  Medici7ie. — The  world  is  already  so  full  of 
scientific  directions  for  curing  diseases,  that  it  is  beginning  to  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  determine  who  is  really  and  truly  entitled  to  the  most  confidence. 
From  the  days  of  Cullen  to  the  present  hour  these  guides  in  the  practice 
of  m.edicine  have  been  multiplying,  till  a  mere  catalogue  of  ihem  is  a 
much  more  formidable  affair  than  would  at  first  be  supposed.  However, 
we  are  delighted  with  the  progress  of  therapeutic  knowledge,  and  gladly 

.  *  A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Testis  anil  ofthe  Spermatic  Cord  and  Scrotiiin,  with 
Illiistratiniis.  By  T.  B.  Curling,  Surgeon,  &c.  &c.  Eiliteri  hy  P.  B.  Goddanl,  M.D.,  &c.,  Demonstra- 
tor oi  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.    Philadelphia:  Cary  it  Hart.     1843.    8vo.  p.  568. 
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u^e  the  facilities  at  command  for  spreading  it  abroad.  The  present  weelc 
there  is  no  opportaniiy  for  doing  more  than  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
a  copy  of  Dr  Elliotson's  system  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine improved  and  enriched  by  the  labors  of  Dr.  Stewardson,  Physician 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Tliis,  too,  emanates  from  the  press  of 
Messrs.  Gary  &  Hart. 

Graf  1071  (N.  H.)  District  Medical  Society.— At  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Grafton  District  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society,  held  at  Or- 
ford,  the  following  officers  were  elected  :— 

Cvrus  B.  Hamilton,  il.D.,  Lyme,  President. 

Samuel  Little,  M.D.,  Lebanon,  Vice  President. 

Willard  Hosford,  M.D.,  Orford,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Phineas  Spaldin?,  M.D.,  Haverhill,  Librarian. 

Dixi  Crosby,  M.D.,  Dartmouth  College.  Hanover ;  Alanson  Starks.MD., 
Orford  ;  Hiram  Morgan,  M.D.,  Haverhill,  Directors. 


Clinical  Ward  for  the  Diseases  of  Children.— \i  is  stated  in  the  Lancet 
that  preparations  are  making  for  opening  a  clinical  ward  m  Guy's  Hos- 
pital for  the  diseases  of  children— presumed  to  be  the  first  in  England. 
It  is  to  be  placed  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Golding  Bird. 

Why  would  it  not  be  a  popular  movement  to  introduce  the  same  im- 
provement into  the  hospitals  of  this  country  ?  To  students,  it  would  be  of 
immense  advantage,  since  they  are  usually  less  acquainted  with  the  dis- 
eases of  children  when  they  graduate,  than  with  those  of  adults. 

Coinpliment  to  the  Memory  of  Sir  Charles  BelL—S\v  Robert  Peel  has 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  Lady  Bell  :— 

Whilehall,  Seplcmber  4. 

"  Madam  —I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  recommending  to  Her  Majesty, 
that'in  consideration  of  the  high  attainments  of  your  lamented  husband, 
and  the  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  cause  of  science,  a  pension  of  one 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  for  your  life,  shall  be  granted  to  you,  from 
that  very  limited  fund  which  Parliament  has  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Crown  for  the  reward  and  encouragement  of  scientific  labors. 

This  pension,  small  in  amount  as  it  necessarily  is,  will  perhaps  be  ac- 
ceptable to  you,  as  a  public  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  ot 
the  distinguished  merit  of  Sir  Charles  Bell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Madam,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Peel.' 


Nitrate  of  Silver  in  Ophthalmia.— U.  Velpeau  has  endeavored  to  dis- 
tincruish  the  circumstances  which  should  regulate  the  various  modes  o 
employinrr  die  nitrate  of  silver,  but  as  they  are  all  founded  on  anatomical 
difTerencel,  they  seem  to  us  of  little  use  in  practice,  fhe  employment 
of  the  nitrate  of  silver  ought  to  be  founded,  not  on  differences  ot  torm, 
which  are  very  difficult  to  ascertain,  and  which  are  often  quite  arbitrary, 
but  on  differences  in  the  nature  of  the  ophthalmia.  There  are  many 
kinds  of  severe  ophthalmia  in  which  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  very  efficacious  ; 
amon'T  these  is  the  purulent  variety.     In  this  kind  of  ophthalmia,  which 
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IS  often  connected  with  some  internal  disorder,  and  which  is  frequently 
epidemic  amons^  children,  M.  Velpean  proposes  to  use  from  one  to  two 
pans  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  dissolved  in  thirty  parts  of  the  vehicle.  M. 
Baron,  however,  says  that  in  the  Found  ling;  Hospital,  where  this  form  of 
ophthalmia  is  very  common  among  new-born  infants,  a  much  stronger  so- 
lution is  found  necessary  ;  the  proportions  beinsf  from  eio-ht  to  sixteen 
parts  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  thirty  of  water.— Gazette  Medicale. 

Medical  MisceUamj.—Dv.  Abraham  Coles,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  tied  the 
fenr)oral  artery,  October  21st,  where  it  passes  under  the  sartorious  muscle. 
—Dr.  Draper,  of  New  York,  a  well-known  and  distinguished  chemist, 
sent  a  communication  to  the  British  Association,  at  the  late  meeting  at 
Lork.  on  the  chemical  properties  of  the  sun's  rays— The  Lancet  says,  that 
with  Clifton  Wintringham,  the  school  of  mathematical  physicians  seemed 
to  expire.— Dr.  W.  C.  Taylor^  at  the  British  Association,  fead  a  paper  on 
the  pauper  lunatics  of  Ireland,  developing  a  heart-rending  mass  of  misery 
and  mismanagement.  It  is  supposed  there  are  240  lunatics  and  idiots  in 
the  jails,  and  471  in  the  workhouses  of  Ireland,  at  this  time.— Carbonate 
of  hthia,  which  exists  in  various  mineral  springs  in  Silesia,  Galicia,  and 
other  provinces  of  the  Austrian  empire,  has  been  recommended  as  a  sol- 
Y"  J  of  """/T-y  calculus.— The  Western  Lancet,  in  a  sensible  article  on 
the  deaths  of  Hahnemann  and  Thomson,  says  that  it  is  stranc-e  that  the 
former  should  die  while  little  enoxtgh  medicine  could  be  given,V  that  the 
latter  should  have  departed  while  heat  could  be  procured.— The  Maryland 
\Jedical  and  Surgical  Journal  has  been  discontinued.— Cases  of  sickness 
have  been  very  numerous  in  the  neighborhood  of  Braux's  Bridge,  Louisi- 
ana, ihere  is  not  a  single  plantation,  five  or  eiirht  miles  round,  that  has 
been  free  from  fevers— and  they  still  prevail.— The  papers  speak  of  259 
students  of  medicine  being  already  in  New  York,  to  attend  lectures  in  the 
Lniversity  School. 


Wcon°u^Dt  on 'l^f ''*"'  f°r  '\^  ^^^^  ^"'Ji"?  >'o--  ^,  40.-Males,  16-Females,  22.  Stillborn.  3. 
-meXs  ?^er?'i^«/T-"'.  ^~'""^-  *^^\"'  '-i"f"«n'iie,  4-suicide.  l-inflammation  on  the  lung.,  1 
typhus  feverl!I^hi^^!^^  1-stoppage  m  the  bowels,  l-dropsy  on  the  brain,  l-Kver  compl«ini.'^2l- 
9  h,  til  '  ^-«.'»'''«=ra  infantum,  1-apoplexy,  1-hoopina  cough,  1-old  ase,  2-ascites  1— child-bed 
2-bo.,^elcomplam,,  1-teething,  J-inflammation  of  the^bowel^,  l-cancV, l-tnfl?mmairo„  on  the 

Under  .5  years,  22-between  5  and  20  years,  Q-between  20  and  60  years,  14-OTer60  years,  4. 
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buT^o  Mn°Lmr^  ^  pleasant  and  favorable  to  the  farmer  and  gardener.  Rain  has  been  abundant, 
ereen  .1  ifnl  T  >"'er^"P' business.  The  forests  have  their  autumnal  liver.v  and  the  fields  are  a» 
i5reen«sjune.  Range  of  the  Thermometer,  from  .32  to  70.  Barometer,  from  28.92  to  29.70.  Amount 
snow  squall  on  the  i3d,  at  noon. 


of  rain,  5.19  inches. 
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Perfect  Cure  where  Arsenic  had  been  taken,  by  the  hydrated  Peroxide 
of  Iron. —  A  young  woman  had  swallowed,  as  was  supposed,  about  five 
drachms  of  white  arsenic.  A  practitioner,  called  to  her  about  two  hours 
afterwards,  found  her  with  the  following  symptoms: — Face  flushed  ;  eyes 
lachrymose;  eyelids  injected  and  half  shut ;  some  headache,  but  the  in- 
tellectual faculties  uninjured  ;  tongue,  mouth  and  pharynx  with  their  ordi- 
nary appearance,  showing  no  trace  of  the  poison  ;  thirst  and  disagreeable 
metallic  taste  in  the  mouth;  painful  expectoration,  but  no  constriction  of 
the  throat.  The  patient  had  vomited  twice,  but  the  matters  had  not  been 
kept ;  one  vomit  was  said  to  have  been  liquid,  colorless,  and  without  any 
intermixture  of  alimentary  matters ;  the  second  had  been  also  fluid,  but 
greenish.  The  abdominal  region  was  little  sensible  to  pressure ;  pulse 
rather  frequent,  full,  and  quite  regular;  respiration  easy  and  not  quicken- 
ed ;  no  irritation  or  eruption  on  the  skin,  the  temperature  of  which  was 
somewhat  exalted. 

A  grain  and  a  half  of  tartarized  antimony  was  given,  dissolved  in  six 
ounces  of  water,  and  an  emollient  clyster,  with  three  ounces  of  olive  oil. 
One  minute  after  the  administration  of  the  emetic  a  vomiting  took  place 
of  a  greenish  liquid  and  a  little  blood,  in  which  arsenious  acid  was  de- 
tected. Immediately  the  hydrated  peroxide  of  iron,  in  a  large  dose,  was 
commenced,  and  continued  for  several  hours,  till  upwards  of  a  kilogramme 
(two  pounds  and  a  half)  of  the  peroxide  had  been  taken.  After  each  dose 
renewed  vomitings  occurred,  by  which  means  all  the  poisonous  substance 
appears  to  have  been  got  rid  of  from  the  stomach.  In  the  evening  an 
emollient  ptisan  was  given,  containing  some  nitrate  of  potash,  which  was 
followed  by  a  copious  stool  and  an  abundant  discharge  of  urine.  The  so- 
lution of  the  hydrated  peroxide  was  persisted  in  as  a  beverage,  and  in 
eight  days  the  patient  was  convalescent.  The  urine  examined  by  M. 
Lecanu,  on  both  the  second  and  fifth  days  of  the  treatment,  yielded  a 
considerable  quantity  of  arsenic. — Gaz.  des  Hopitaux. 

Nitre  in  Rheumatism. — In  some  clinical  remarks  on  rheumatism  in  the 
"  Bulletin  Gen.,  &c.,  Med.  et  Chir.,"  M.  Forget  thus  compares  the  efTects 
of  three  among  the  numerous  remedies  employed  against  that  uncertain 
disease,  viz.,  cod-liver  oil,  iodide  of  potassium,  and  nitre.  Cod-liver  oil  is 
(he  says)  inert,  or  of  little  value.  Iodide  of  potassium  manifests  utility  so 
seldom  and  slowly  that  its  applicability  in  rheumatism  is  doubtful.  Nitrate 
of  potash,  in  large  doses,  is  often  of  d'ecided  efficacy.  It  fails,  however,  to 
be  so  in  muscular,  chronic  articular,  and  very  acute  rheumatic  aflfections  ; 
being  most  suitable  in  recent  affections,  of  medium  intensity,  and  in  sub- 
jects^ieither  very  robust  nor  of  lymphatic  or  nervous  temperament.  Ni- 
tre proves  a  valuable  adjunct  to  bleeding,  when  that  remedy  fails  to  relieve 
or  can  no  longer  be  practised  ;  or,  indeed,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  loss  of 
blood  is  not  imperatively  called  for.  It  does  not  sensibly  augment  the  uri- 
nary secretion  in  rheumatism,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  is  provocative  of  cu- 
taneous transpiration.  It  tempers,  eminently,  the  pain  and  fever;  but 
much  is  yet  left  to  be  discovered  respecting  its  therapeutic  action  in  the 
disease  specified  above,  and  the  tissues  on  which  this  action  is  mainly 
exerted. — London  Lancet. 


The  deaths  in  London  during  the  week  ending   Sept.  2,  amounted  to 
909,  or  61  above  the  weekly  average  during  the  five  past  summers. 
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REMOVAL     OF      DROPSfCAL     OVARIA,     ENTIRE,      BY      THE     LARGE 
ABDOMINAL    SECTION. 

By  D.  Henry  Walne,  Esq.,  London. 

Third  Case. — On  the  27th  of  June,  1843,  a  young  lady  from  the 
counti-y,  accom)Daniecl  by  her  mother,  called  on  me,  bringing  a  note  from 
Dr.  John  Elliotson,  whom  she  had  that  morning  consulted  respecting  an 
abdominal  enlargement,  which  had  for  some  time  past  been  a  source  of 
anxiety  to  herself  and  her  friends.  Dr.  Elliotson  having  ascertained  the 
presence  of  dropsical  disease  of  one  of  the  ovaries,  and  the  result  oi  his 
extensive  experience  being  a  conviction  of  the  inefficacy  of  medicine  in 
the  treatment  of  that  malady,  had  "  at  once  told  her  not  to  be  tapped, 
nor  to  take  medicine  likely  to  weaken  or  even  annoy  her,"  and  advised 
her  to  put  herself  under  my  care,  if  I  were  willing  to  operate  upon  her. 
Being  well  acquainted  with  my  "  success  in  operating  on  the  ovarium," 
he  seems  to  have  "  regarded  it  as  a  duty  "  to  advise  her  to  become 
my  patient,  provided  neither  she  nor  I  objected  to  the  operation.  Hav- 
ing perused  the  note,  not  without  some  admiration  of  the  manly  frank- 
ness by  which  it  was  characterized,  I  proceeded  to  investigate  the  case 
of  Miss  A.  K.,  who  had  not  quite  completed  her  twentieth  year. 

More  than  four  years  ago  it  had  been  observed  that  she  was  larger  in 
her  person  than  was  natural ;  so  much  so,  that  the  mistress  of  the  school 
at  wliich  she  was  then  a  pupil  had  written  to  her  mother,  intimating  that 
something  was  wrong  in  her  state  which  gave  her  a  very  matronly  ap- 
pearance. She  herself  is  of  opinion  that  at  a  much  earlier  date  she 
had  been  unnaturally  large,  and  believes  that  her  complaint  originated 
in  an  attack  of  inflammation,  for  which  leeches  had  to  be  applied  to  the 
abdomen,  when  about  11  years  of  age. 

Having  left  school  at  Midsummer,  1839,  she  became  a  governess  in  a 
private  family  ;  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  her  size  excited  so  much 
observation,  and  caused  so  many  unpleasant  remarks  on  the  part  of  per- 
sons who  did  not  know  it  to  be  the  effect  of  disease,  that  she  was  obliged 
to  return  home.  A  professional  opinion  was  in  consequence  taken,  and 
she  was  pronounced  to  have  ovarian  dropsy. 

From  the  time  at  which  the  nature  of  her  case  became  known,  she  un- 
derwent various  courses  of  medical  treatment  prescribed  by  experienced 
15 
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practitioners.  Mercurial  alteratives,  repeated  emetics,  an  ointment  rub- 
bed upon  the  skin  of  the  abdomen  till  it  produced  an  appearance  like 
erysipelas,  and  a  variety  of  other  remedies,  were  duly  tried,  but  her  size 
continued  to  increase  gradually,  no  benefit  whatever  being  derived  from 
any  of  the  means  employed.  For  six  months  before  she  applied  to  Dr. 
Eiliotson,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  trial  of  garlick  in  gin,  and  broom 
tea,  which  some  friends  recommended,  and  which  were  of  no  service,  all 
medicines  had  been  discontinued. 

She  began  to  menstruate  in  her  14th  year,  was  quite  regular  in  that 
respect  from  the  first,  and  always  continued  so,  never  experiencing  any 
material  suffering  or  inconvenience  on  those  occasions.  At  about  15  she 
went  through  a  fever,  but  was  never  again  aftected  by  abdominal  inflam- 
mation from  the  time  of  the  illness  which  occurred  wlien  she  was  not 
more  than  11  years  old. 

On  examination  I  found  the  abdomen  as  prominent  as  at  the  full  period 
of  pregnancy,  with  greater  fulness  towards  the  loins.  The  tumefaction 
was  circumscribed,  very  regular,  and  distinctly  fluctuating ;  the  health  in 
all  respects  good  ;  not  the  slightest  sign  of  general  dropsy  present,  and 
the  uterus  perfectly  natural.  I  could  find  no  circumstance  to  create  a 
suspicion  of  the  existence  of  adhesions  ;  and  she  had  never  been  tapped. 
Though  of  a  tall,  rather  slim  general  figure,  and  thin  in  person,  she  mea- 
sured forty  inches  in  circumference. 

Having  informed  Dr.  EIHotson  that  I  considered  the  case  suitable  for 
operation,  but  that,  before  arranging  for  its  performance,  if  the  patient  and 
her  friends  agreed  to  have  it  done,  I  should  wish  Dr.  Blundell's  opinion 
should  be  taken,  and  this  proposition  receiving  his  approval,  the  result  of 
our  conference  was  declared.  The  young  lady  herself  was  very  prompt 
in  decision,  being  determined  to  submit  to  any  operation  rather  than  con- 
tinue the  subject  of  such  annoyances  as  her  disease  occasioned.  Her 
friends  were  more  deliberate,  and  received  much  contradictory  advice. 
In  August  the  matter  was  so  far  settled  that  Dr.  Blundell  was  consulted, 
and  his  opinion,  after  careful  investigation,  found  to  be  favorable.  By 
this  time  also  1  perceived  that,  from  whatever  cause,  she  was  sensibly 
losing  flesh,  whilst  her  complaint  was  as  evidently  gaining  ground. 
Three  quarters  of  an  inch  additional  abdominal  circumference,  with  a 
thinner  state  of  her  general  person,  were  plain  intimations  of  the  advance 
of  mischief;  and  already  her  size  was  such  as  indicated  a  diseased  ovary 
of  much  greater  magnitude  than  had  been  met  with  in  either  of  my  pre- 
vious operations.  I  therefore  drew  attention  to  these  circumstances,  and 
suggested  that  further  delay  would  add  to  the  hazard  of  the  operation. 

On  the  29th  of  August  she  took  up  her  abode  in  excellent  quarters, 
with  a  prospect  of  the  best  nursing,  and  the  most  kindly  discreet  manage- 
ment of  everything  relating  to  the  coming  occasion.  Her  menstruation 
had  continued  to  be  quite  regular  up  to  this  time,  and  her  last  period  had 
concluded  on  Friday  the  18th. 

It  was  my  purpose  to  operate  on  Friday  the  1st  of  September.  In  the 
meantime  she  was  subjected  to  similar  preparations  as  my  two  former  pa- 
tients, viz.,  abstinence  from  meat,  and  wine  or  other  stimulating  beverage. 
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She  also  took  aperient  medicine  of  a  mild  description  several  times  ;  but 
being  young,  and,  as  I  conceived,  on  that  account  more  likely  to  be  the 
subject  of  inflammatory  attack  after  the  operation,  I  ihought  it  prudent 
!to  take  eight  ounces  of  blood  from  her  arm  on  the  day  previous  to  tl>e  one 
fixed  for  its  performance.  She  bore  the  bleeding  well,  not  being  at  all 
faint.  Once,  indeed,  some  hours  after,  she  felt  a  slight  giddiness.  Two 
nights  in  succession  she  had  taken,  as  her  bowels  were  not  very  freely 
moved  by  the  first  dose,  the  following  pills  : — R.  Ext.  colocynth.  c.  grs. 
viij.  ;  hyoscyam.,  grs.  v.  ;  pulv.  antini.,  grs.  ij.  M.  et  div.  in  pil.  iij.  h.  s. 
suinend. 

To-day,  August  31,  they  had  operated  thrice  copiously. 

They  were  directed  again,  omitting  the  antimony.  Her  buoyant  ani- 
mation and  activity  were  scarcely  repressible  by  these  means,  by  the  in- 
junctions of  quiet  or  the  expectation  of  the  operation. 

September  1st. — It  was  intended  that  the  operation  should  be  perform- 
ed to-day,  and  the  skin  of  the  abdomen  was  marked  last  evening  for  the 
purpose.  At  1,  P.  M.,  1  saw  her,  and  she  was  quite  prepared  in  mind, 
and  apparently  in  an  excellent  state  of  bodily  health  for  the  occasion  ; 
moderately  lowered  in  tone,  but  with  a  calm,  soft  pulse  of  about  80. 
The  action  of  the  pills  had  been  attended  by  a  little  griping;  and,  soon 
after  I  left  the  house,  she  remarked  to  the  nurse  that  she  felt  as  if  she  were 
about  to  be  unwell.  Between  this  and  three  o'clock  the  catamenia  ap- 
peared, and  I  consequently  postponed  the  operation,  but  was  not  aware 
of  the  circumstance  soon  enough  to  prevent  my  friends  arriving  one  after 
another  to  their  appointment  at  4. 

Having  gone  through  her  customary  period  of  from  three  to  four  days, 
she  was  again  well  on  the  5th  of  September,  but  the  operation  was 
not  fixed  for  an  earlier  day  than  the  12th,  that  the  tendency  to  relapse  in 
this  matter  might  be  completely  at  an  end.  Her  diet  was  very  moderate 
during  the  whole  of  this  time  in  respect  to  animal  food,  and  for  the  last 
five  or  six  days  this  was  strictly  forbidden.  The  following  draught  was 
taken  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  : — R.  Pulv.  rhei,  9j. ;  potass,  tart., 
mannae,  aa.  5  j. ;  spt.  ammon.  ar.,  m.xv.  ;  tr.  hyoscyam.,  m.xx. ;  tr.  sennae, 
5  j.  ;  aq.  piment.,   3  xj.     M.     Ft.  haust. 

It  operated  well.  On  the  evening  of  the  lllh  I  found  her  in  all  re- 
spects in  a  desirable  state  for  the  operation.  Menstruation  had  ceased 
about  a  week,  and  no  threatening  of  a  return  had  been  felt.  R.  Ext. 
colocynth.  c.  grs.  viij.  ;  hyoscyam.,  grs.  v.     M.  et  div.  in  pil.  iij.,  h.  s.  s. 

These  did  their  duty  effectually  next  morning. 

\2th. — I  visited  my  patient  about  mid-day,  and  though  hardly  required, 
a  little  refreshed  the  marks  upon  the  abdominal  skin.  The  weather  was 
hot,  but  the  chill  of  instinctive  apprehension  had  given  her  a  cold  hand 
and  a  pale  cheek,  not  to  be  removed  by  the  most  determined  spirit.  The 
thoughtfulness  of  genuine  courage  was  at  work.  At  2  o'clock  she  took 
a  good  basin  of  beef-tea.  At  3,  a  copious  enema  of  warm  water  ensur- 
ed the  clearance  of  the  bowels.  Drs.  Blundell  and  Henry  Davies, 
Messrs.  Vincent,  Beale,  Burrows,  Camplin,  Hitchman  and  Law,  having 
assembled,  and  all   necessary   preparations    being  complete,  at   about  a 
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quarter  before  5  o'clock  Miss  K.  seated  herself  firmly  at  the  end  of  a 
couch.  It  was  observed  immediately,  though  silently,  by  those  who  had 
witnessed  them,  that  the  abdominal  tumefaction  much  exceeded  that 
which  existed  in  either  case  of  my  former  operations.  The  pillows  and 
bandage  being  adjusted  as  on  those  occasions,  Mr.  Beale  took  his  post  on 
the  right,  Mr.  Law  on  the  left  of  the  patient ;  the  former  to  manage  the 
integuments,  the  latter  the  tumor.  1  sat  obliquely  facing  the  end  of  the 
couch,  on  her  right. 

Having  no  purpose  of  deviating  in  this  case  from  my  former  plan  of 
operating,  though  under  no  pledge  to  its  invariable  adoption,  I  proceeded 
to  make  the  preliminary  or  exploratory  small  opening  of  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  the  linea  alba,  and  below  the  umbilicus.  Meeting  with  no  un- 
usual circumstance,  unless  the  jet  of  a  small  artery  be  thought  such,  it 
was  soon  completed,  and  the  abdominal  cavity  entered.  The  state  of 
the  cyst,  as  far  as  the  finger  can  ascertain  it,  was  made  out.  A  mo- 
mentary pause  was  asked  by  my  patient  to  draw  breath.  The  wish  was 
opportune,  as  the  granting  it  gave  time  for  the  bleeding  artery  to  con- 
tract. Having  mentally  measured,  by  the  bulge  of  the  abdominal  skin 
caused  by  the  tumor,  oi'  what  size  the  incision  need  be,  I  now  divided  the 
integuments  from  above  downwards  in  the  median  line  of  the  abdomen, 
slightly  deviating  to  the  left  of  the  umbilicus,  and  having  reached  the 
preliminary  section  at  its  upper  end,  I  then  prolonged  their  division  down- 
wards from  its  lower  end  to  the  requisite  extent.  Of  the  nineteen  inches 
and  a  fraction,  the  distance  from  the  point  of  the  ensiform  cartilage  to  the 
pubes,  fourteen  were  occupied  by  this  extended  incision.  When  com- 
pleted, I  promptly  took  my  curved  probe-pointed  bistoury,  and  by  the 
guidance  of  two  fingers  of  my  left  hand,  divided  the  peritoneum  frcm 
within  to  a  like  extent.  An  enormous  cyst  gradually  advanced  through 
the  wound.  Mr.  Beale  carefully  and  effectually  covered  the  viscera  by 
closing  the  integuments  behind  it.  Mr.  Law  sustained  the  weighty  mass 
of  disease.  The  broad  uterine  ligament  of  the  left  side  constituted  its 
pedicle,  through  which,  under  the  protection  of  my  own  fingers,  I  thrust, 
from  behind  it,  a  needle  armed  with  strong  silk  twist.  The  two  halves 
of  the  pedicle  were  separately  and  tightly  tied,  and  then  it  was  divided 
between  the  ligatures  and  the  tumor ;  the  latter,  weighing  twenty-eight 
pounds,  being  immediately  removed  without  impediment  from  adhesion. 
No  bleeding  followed  the  division  of  the  pedicle,  which  I  tied  with  great 
force,  having  complete  confidence  in  the  strength  of  my  ligatures,  and  be- 
lieving that  the  period  of  their  dislodgment  depends  much  on  the  degree 
of  constriction  given  to  the  substance  of  the  pedicle  in  tying  them.  Hav- 
ing carefully  but  gently  removed  the  blood  collected  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen,  and  near  the  edges  of  the  wound  which  had  alone  furnish- 
ed it,  I  applied  thirteen  interrupted  sutures  ;  placed  long  pads  of  lint  on 
each  side,  but  a  little  way  from  the  line  of  the  wound,  and  over  these  ap- 
plied strips  of  plaster,  extending  from  one  side  of  the  body  to  the  other, 
securing  the  whole  by  the  bandage.  Dr.  Blundell  had  previously  ex- 
amined the  other  ovary  and  found  it  healthy.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
firmness  of  my  patient's  resolution.    She  had  uttered  no  exclamation.    Be- 
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ing  now,  however,  somewhat  faintish,  she  sipped  a  little  brandy  and  water 
Alter    being   placed   in    bed,  slight  vomiting  occurred,  and  a  very  little 
brandy  by   itself  was  taken.     An  anodyne    of  gr.  ^  morph.  acetat.  in 
5JSS.  mist,  camph.  was  given   at  about  6  o'clock,  to  be  repeated  in  half 
an  hour.     I  left  her  after  the  first  had  been  taken,  with  a  pulse  of  88. 

10,  P.  M.— Had  not  slept  ;  retched  at  9,  and  brought  up  a  little  of  the 
secretion  of  the  stomach,  slightly  tinged  with   bile;  complained  of  tiaht- 
ness  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  as   if  the  bandage  were  too  ti'ht 
which  I  found  was  not  so,  nor  was  the  plaister.     Felt  some  tenderness" on 
both  sides  of  and  quite  across,  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  but  chiefly 
ol  the  left  side  ;  and  had  pain  in   the  back,  and   down  the  limb  of  that 
side.     Urine  drawn  off,    g  ix.  ;  pulse  105  to  103;  no  shiverin-  nor  chil- 
Jiness  ;  skin  rather   hot,  but  moist ;  temperature  of  the  room  72  derr   F 
Tongue  clean  ;  no  headache,  nor  confusion  of  mind  ;  no  bleedino-  Ivom 
the  wound  ;  has  drunk  nothing  but  her  medicine,  and  is  not  thirstJ^      R 
Ext.  hyoscyam.  gr.  v. ;  morphiae   acetat.   gr.  ss.     M.     Ft.    pil.   statim 
sumend.     A  pint  of  water  may  be  taken  in  the  night,  a  little  at  a  time. 

i.m,  8,  A.  M.— The  vomiting  recurred   at    11    last  night,  and  af^ain 
twice  between  5  and  6  this  morning.    Between  12  and  1  o'clock  she  fell 
asleep,  and  slept  two  hours,  after  which  she  dozed  frequently.     Urine  was 
twice  passed  spontaneously,  together  to  the  amount  of   §  v  •  I  drew  off 
§  xj      Though   feeling  better  than  she  did  last  night,  she  says  that  her 
head^aches   a   little,  chiefly  over  the  eyes,  with  a  sense  of  "tired  heavi- 
ness,    but  has  no  pain  at  the  back  of  the  head.     Pulse  110,  and  rather 
lu     at  the  conimencement   of  my  visit,  102  at  its  conclusion  ;  both  care- 
fully noted.     Skin  moist  all  night,  but  hot.     Has  taken  nothinrr.  not  wven 
the  water,  except  one  sip  with  the  pill,  and  yet  is  not  thirsty."  Counte- 
nance animated,  and  with  the  color  of  healthy  warmth.     Breathes  freely 
without  Its  hurting  her.     The  sense  of  tightness  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen  ,s  less  ;  but  she  feels  it  now  all  over,  and  she  is  sensi.ive  over 
the  cartilages  of  the  nbs  on  the  right  side,  but  does  not  feel  "  the  cut  " 
much.     Her  back  aches  from   the  shoulder-bones  all  down  the  sides  and 
legs   more  particularly  the  left.     Mind  clear  ;  no  chills  ;  no  flatus  ;  tongue 
a  little  lurred  at  the  back,  and  less  moist  than  natural.     Advised   to   take 
the  water. 

1  to  2,  P.  M.— Has  slept  nearly  ever  since   my    former  visit,  and  the 

vomiting  has  not  recurred.     Urine  drawn  off,   g  ix.      I  had  cautioned  her 

against  any  effort  to   pass   it,  lest  the  wound  should  be  disturbed.     Skin 

warm,and    freely  perspiring;  tongue   whitish;  headache   less,  and  feels 

A  Va^    o'         ^""^  '°^^-     Temperature  of  the  room  74  deg 

10,  P.  M  —Had  dozed  occasionally,  and  once  slept  an  hour  since  my 
last  visit.  Pulse  112  ;  tongue  clean  and  moist.  So  little  thirst  that  she 
has  taken  only  about  a  pint  of  water  since  the  operation,  now  thirty-one 
hours.  Urine  has  been  passed  in  considerable  quantity;  g  ii.  only 
drawn  off ;  natural  in  color  and  other  characters.  A  little  flatus  has  been 
passed.  Headache  slight,  but  subsiding  ;  mind  clear ;  skin  warm  and 
moist.  No  shivering,  nor  chilliness,  nor  sickness  ;  and  the  vomiting  has 
not  recurred  since  6  in  the  morning.     Complains  of  some  pain  -in  the 
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l':;\retstt  °"  e,'f  as1?t  J^^:^k  wl.e„  U,e  nu.e  was 

this  moment  I  am  fee  from  pam  allogetlier      '=  "«^  =  confusion 

bow  she  feels.     No  vomrtmg  nor  sickness  »r  headache  ^.^^^  _^^^ 

of  mind,  no,-  shivenng,  "»'■  5  '•'''"^=t„;,f/fcrall  night.     Rather  more 
operation.     Skin  w»rm  and  has  petsp ned  l^<=' >  ^"^  "«         ^„^  ,,,,„,  ,„ 

tllirst,  but  has  talceu  only  <'"«  q"»  .«-  "YJ^^A  partic  darly  on  this 

-'^:i  -rwa?  ::rs  :rt:  Ltat-sonl'Scy  res^edng  wLr  being 
,';uLl    t:ol::;e:cSmp.ain.toreappe..w^e.i.mgM^^^^^ 

I  r,.U  that  to  take  rather  more  o  ,t  ^^™  f  ™"'  ='™  J^'^-^.e  assured  me 
presem  slightly  feverish  state  of  ^^r^vst^™-     ^1-  ''»»  -  ^,,^  ,„^l^. 

Uiat  she  had  "" '''<:h  t^'  ,^  ^b  ^inae  a  The  ba^,  a  common  effect 
Tongue  clean,  except  a  little  browmsl  tinge  at  the  »ac^  __ 

of  opiates.  Limbs  and  all  other  parts  °  ''^  7/,,  ;7„,„„^',„,  "  (,fe 
>'1  \'"To!i:^lZZL:Z.'i:  "Uri:l.assed  and  collected. 
Itllithdfal  '^  13 .tly  ;  but^  as  she  «- little  a„a  p^'e- 
TetfcLr  T^irA6:Ut!"t^:;er:.ure  74  Se,-to  be  lowered 

giadually  to  72  deg.,  and  then  to  iO  deg.  ^^^^_ 

l^et^^l  tenSels,  as  it  was  IVon.  distension,  or  even  fblness  tn 
any  de.iee  ^,^^  ^^^^.  p.j^e  a  little  quicker; 

u  "      r^  nd  Mr'  Law  havin.  visited  her  with  me,  and  the  pat.ent  be.ng 
but  my  fnend,  Mr.  i^aw,  ndvm„  ^^^^nnK  for  it      Has  taken  soda 

arrow-root  made  with  milk.  ,»,.cnnful  but  not  till  forty-eight  i 

10,  P.  IM.-Took  her  ""^"-'^''.^'^""Pj"  Cheerful  in  countenance  i 
hours,  at  least,  after  the  "V^-^}^^ ^^f^  J^.t^^t  is  less  so  now, 
and  manner.     Has  been  a  '"™  ™'.''J„  ,,,'    .„,e     Has  dozed.    Pulse 
,„.,  .Links  the  soda  water  may  hav.  ^-j'^-'^nd   perspiring  ;    S  vj.  | 
115,  soft;  tongue  clean  and  "'°'^'l'™  myself  that  it  was  duly; 

urine  passed;  S  iss.  °';'y/™™.°\isTow  complete,  and  the  slight^ 
voided.  The  power  "V^"^''^;?' »  '',l„"ce  Thd,  however,  discou- 
efTort  required  is  attended  by«  "™;jf  ^^^ing  nor  h'iecup;  no  shiver- 
raged  the  act  to  this  time.  No  lokne  s,  vo,  o  stomach," 
i„i  nor  chilliness  ;  no  pain  except      .de^     at  the^»  .^^      ^^^^  ^^.^^^^ 

r^yuInr'^lll^S^-'acfebuTno  confusion  of  mmd.     No  sense  of 
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inclination  to  relieve  the  bowels  has  occurred,  nor  flatus  passed.      H; 


wish  lor  more  arrow-root,  or  anything  else.  Dislikes  pills,  and  would 
prefer  a  draught.  Temperature  73  deg.  Pulse  1 1 1  at  the  conclusion  of 
inyvi.it.  K.  Ir  hyoscyam.,  3  ss.  ;  morph.  acetat.,  gr.  ss.  ;  acet.  dist., 
S^'"_^'5  ^q-menth.  pip.,   §j.     M.     Ft.  haust.  h.  s.  s. 

15^/«,  9,  A.  M.— Passed  a  quiet  night,  being  quite  easy,  but  slept  little 

I  I  between  7  and  8  this  morning.  Skin  warm  and  perspiring  pulse 
IH;  tongue  moist,  and  very  little  furred  at  the  back  part.  Flatus 
tioubled  her  at  one  time,  but  does  so  no  longer ;  some  was  got  lid  of.  A 
sense  ol  itching  of  the  skin  also  teased  her,  but  that  has^  ceased.  No 
sickness,  hiccup  nor  cough.  Urine  passed  §  vj.  of  higher  color.  No 
distension  of  the  abdomen  ;  bears  moderate  pressure,  even  in  the  left  iliac 
region.  Limbs  easier;  back  only  feeling  sore  at  its  lowest  part  from  ly- 
ing constantly  on  it.  More  thirsty,  and  has  taken  a  pint  of  water  in  the 
niglit  ;  had  previously  not  taken  more  than  three  pints  of  liouid  alto- 
gether since  the  operation.  To  have  arrow-root.  Temperature  72  de<r. 
Moistened  the  lint  which  adhered  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  wound  pre- 
paratory to  dressing  it  at 

2,  P.  M.— When  I  did  so,  and  took  out  all  the  stitches.  Adhesion 
throughout,  even  to  the  very  spot  where  the  ligatures  lie,  and  onlv  barely 
leaving  open  the  space  they  occupy.  No  pus  anywhere.  I  laid  a  narrow 
strip  of  lint  with  spermaceti  salve  along  the  line  of  u  ound  ;  then  placed 
a  long  pad  of  lint  on  each  side,  over  which  strips  of  mild  adhesive  plas- 
ter across  the  abdomen,  and  the  renewed  bandage  gave  the  requisite  sup- 
foorell  ^^^°"^^"-      Urine  passed   §  vj.     to   have  a  glass  of  calf's- 

16?/i  8,  A  M.—Passed  an  excellent  night,  and  is  free  from  all  uneasi- 
ness.     Was  hungry  in   the   night,  and   wishes  for  an  egg  and  cotFee  for 

p   p'^V    ^"  '^^^^  ^'^•^'"'  ^^'^1^  a  little  dry  toast. 

2,  P  M  — The  catamenia  appeared  this  morning.  Has  been  taken 
out  of  bed,  and  lies  comfortably  on  a  couch.  Had  a  jelly  since  her 
bieakf^ist,  and  no  ill  effect  has  arisen  from  either.  Perspires  Gently  • 
weather  remarkably  hot.  ^'     J  ^ 

\ith  2,  P.  M.— Wound  dressed  again.  It  is  only  a  superficial  line, 
in  depth  It  is  perfectly  united,  and  the  peritoneum  has  been  shut  from  the 
hrst  moment  the  wound  was  closed.  No  pus  at  any  part  of  it,  not  even 
by  the  ligatures.  Pulse  100.  Has  just  taken  some  mutton  broth  with  a 
lutie  toast,  bkin  warm  and  perspiring.  Temperature  72  deg.,  and  it 
was  nearly  or  quite  that  in  the  shade  out  of  doors  this  mornina,  where  it 
IS  now  hotter  than  in  the  house. 

********* 

29th.— Walked  across  the  room,  leaning  on  the  nurse's  arm,  and  next 
day  did  so  several  times  without  support.  From  this  time  she  has  be- 
come more  and  more  active  and  independent  of  assistance,  gettincr  out 
and  into  bed,  and  sitting  up  great  part  of  the  day.  Remarkably  little  dis- 
cnarge  has  proceeded  from  the  ligatures,  and  they  have  been  left  to  them- 
selves very  much,  except  being  carefully  guarded  from  accident.  She 
usually  takes  an  aperient  pill  at  night,  but  not  always.     It  would  be  use- 
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less  to  cany  the  report  further ;  and  it  may  perhaps  seem  t^  som«  read- 
ers  that  the  details  are  given  more  fully  than  necessary.  To  thej^^^  > 
practical  inquirer,!  trust,  they  will  not  prove  Y.^^''^^^^*^  ,i  ^^^^^^^all 
designed  to  assist  in  illustrating  a  subject  wuh  which  veiy  ew  are  at  aU 
acquainted  by  actual  observation.  Havmg,  however  with  1^'^  ^.e pro- 
longed the  narrative  so  much,  it  is  not  my  present  design  to  ofFer  many 

" The'tumor  itself  requires  but  little  description      A  single   pnncqjal 
cyst  •  a  moderate  portion  of  solid  matter  m  a  highly  vascular  condition 
Se  Fallopian  tube'stretching  away  to  its  fia.briated  end,  at  a  ^.s  auce  o 
son.e  fifteen  inches   from  the  division  of  the   pedicle  ;  -^^^^^^  'y^" 
dimensions,  are  all  the  particulars  that  need  be  noted  :-When  lying,  its 
.  "umference  measured  horizontally  3  leet  8^  md^s  ;  ve^cally  l.^h- 
wise,  3  feet  2  inches  ;  and  vertically  across,  2  leet  lOi  inches.     It  weigh 

ed  28  pounds  imperial  weight.  ,  •  ,   t  i  ..lo^^rl  hp 

Of  the  three  cases  of  ovarian  operation,  which  1  have  now  P  ^ced  be- 
fore  the  profession,  this  one  is  perhaps  the  n.ost  interestmg  1^  pUnly 
demonstrates  that,  under  proper  precautions,  the  youthiulness  of  he  pa- 
tient  need  not  deter  the  surgeon  from  atten.pt,ng  her  -"^^  '  ^'  f^^^^^ 
value  of  the  relief  afibrded  by  the  operation  at  such  a  peuod  oi  hie  can 
rdly  be  over-estimated,  when  we  consider  the  <^--^^-^f;;^^^  '^^ 
which  the  malady  subjects  a  young  ""-^''^'^^  ^«"!^"  "  ^">^ ^^^^^^^ 
life,  more  particularly  one  holding  the  P°^'^'°'?  "'^^"P'^^  j^^^^  P'X  •„(• 
Her  recovery  was  in  all  respects  more  rapidly  completed  than  that  ol 

'''^:iJ^^:C^^e.y  of  performing  a  fbrmidable  operation  like 
thi^^^r  sucf.  a  disease,^t  Ly  be  briefly  remarked  that  no  rneans  on  which 
anv  reliance  can  be   placed,  except  an  T^'^f  °"' ^^■^' ^^J^' J  j  '^," 
learn   known  to  the  most  experienced  practical  physicians  of  the  present 
ay   any   more   than   to  those  of  past  ages:  none,  at  least,  which  un- 
uLcally  cure  or  mitigate  the  disease  when  arrived  at  such  a  stage  as  to 
eZ'e   an  operation.     A  mistaken   idea  i>reva.ls  in  some  minds    ht  the 
disea  e  does  not  tend  to  shorten  life,  as  well  as  to  destroy  its  com  o.  .     I 
sS  hereafter  show   that   this  opinion  is  totally   at  variance  with  facts 
Lik  y  other  erroneous  opinions,  it  is   repeated  on  -I  onty  by  men 

wluDsriJ.tion  might  easily  enable  them  to  ascertain  that  it  'S   devoid  of 
utr^Conpilers^reapt'to  follow   such   men.     How  should   they  do 
ol     wise?     Thev  themLlves,  with   few  exceptions,  are  httle  engaged  in 
?he  Ob  ervation  of  disease,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  lorm  opuuons,  ex- 
cept uio"h     report  of  Others.     The  rising  generation  ol  P-tmoners 
derilelheir  instructions  principally  horn   nien   "f  tliese  two  classes   who 
thus  piopa-ate  error  from  age  to  age,  mixed   up,  indeed,  with  so  mucn 
e  u   infomiation  as  gives  additional  influence  to  the  mischief. 
E  ,u  1  ly  laulty  in  fact  and  in  tendency  is  the  suggestion  that  the  ope- 
rat^    itself  is  necessarily  one  of  easy  performance,  requiring  .^'t  le   ^na-l 
m^ca     knowledge,  or   skilful   surgical  adroitness.     It  may,  indeed,  be 
t3    ticl  oflv'operation,  that  tlfe  amount  of  mere  anatomica    know- 
^l?e   equired  for    he  mechanical  part  of  the  surgeon's  act  is  not  greater 
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than  a  diligent  student  might  acquire  in  a  few  months  ;  and  certainly  not 
more  truly  of  this  operation,  in  which  the  separation  of  adhesions  to  the 
abdommal  parietes  and  to  the  viscera  themselves  may  be  necessary  :  but 
It  IS  the  possession  of  correct  physiological,  pathological  and  therapeuti- 
cal knowledge  that  enables  a  practitioner  to  cope  with  the  real  difficulties 
of  operative  surgery,  those  which  endanger  his  patient's  life,  or  after- 
health  and  comfort.  If  to  perform  an  operation  so  rapidly  as  to  excite 
the  astonishment  of  a  large  class  of  staring  students,  and  for  the  sake  of 
this  worthless  display  to  cause  the  greater  mutilation'of  the  patient,  as  in 
amputations,  in  order  to  avoid  its  consequences  ;  if  to  disregard  the  pre- 
paration of  the  patient,  so  that  dangerous  symptoms  must  afmost  inevita- 
bly ensue  ;  or  so  to  mismanage  the  after-treatment  that  the  patient's  life 
IS  lost,  when  he  might  be  otherwise  cured  ;  if  to  undertake  without  hesi- 
tation the  performance  of  an  important  and  hazardous  operation  in  igno- 
rance of  those  precautions  which  other  men  have  shown  to  be  both  ne- 
cessary and  effectual  for  the  patient's  preservation  ;  if,  in  short,  the  dex- 
terity of  the  mere  anatomist  be  thus  mistaken  for  perfection  in  the  art  of 
surgery  ;  then,  indeed,  is  it  high  time  that  such  erroneous  notions  should 
be  corrected,  and  that  the  profession  should  see  the  advantage  of  a  diffe- 
rent combination  of  qualifications  for  its  useful  exercise. 

That  the  removal  of  dropsical  ovaria  by  the  large  abdominal  incision 
will  become  a  legitimate  operation  in  the  hands  of  qualified  surgeons,  there 
can,  I  think,  remain  but  little  doubt  on  the  minds  of  practical  men  who 
have  looked  into  the  subject.  I  know  that  many  such  already  consider 
the  operation  as  established  by  the  cases  of  Dr.  Clay  and  myself.  My 
own  experience  confirms  me  in  my  opinion  of  its  humanity,  usefulnes's 
and  practicability,  when  properly  conducted  in  well-selected  cases ;  and 
that,  so  conducted,  it  will  be  the  means  of  averting  much  suffering,  and 
saving  many  valuable  lives,  I  entertain  not  the  slightest  doubt.  °As  a 
comparative  novelty,  however,  it  has  to  contend  with'unjust  prejudice  on 
the  one  hand  ;  with  ignorant  rashness  on  the  other.  The  former  will 
gradually  give  way  to  conviction,  or  be  reduced  to  silence  ;  but  the  latter, 
in  Its  reckless  eagerness  for  distinction  may  do  much  mischief  by  its  un- 
justifiable proceedings,  and  so  bring  into  undeserved  obloquy  what  will 
otherwise  be  deemed  a  valuable  iiiiprovement  in  surgery. — London  Medi- 
cal Gazette. 


ALLAHABAD   JAIL,   IN    INDIA— SURGEON'S   REPORT. 

[We  select  a  few  items  from  the  last  annual  report  of  Alex.  Beattie,  Esq., 
Civil  Surgeon  of  Allahabad,  published  in  a  late  No.  of  the  India  Medi- 
cal Journal.] 

I  have  always  considered  it  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  health, 
that  each  convict  should  have  not  less  than  3  feet  by  8  for  his  accommo- 
dation when  shut  up  at  night,  besides  which  a  centre  path-way  is  proper, 
and  indeed  necessary,  to  admit  access  to  the  urine  tubs.  The  breadth  of 
the  Allahabad  Jail  rooms  affords  a  larger  i)ath-way  than   is   necessary, 
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but  their  length  admits  only  IS  men  at  a  side,  or  36  men  in  each  room, 
givini^  each  3  feet  in  breadth  ;  yet,  say  that  40  men  may  with  safety  be 
confined  in  each  room,  at  that  rate  480  convicts  can  be  accommodated 
in  the  Fourdaree  Jail  ;  at  the  same  rale  the  Dewanee  Jail  will  contain 
230  men,  niiikinii  a  total,  exclusive  of  the  female  ward  and  hospital,  of 
710  prisoners.  By  a  circular  order  of  the  Nizamut  Adawlut,  N.  VV.  P., 
No.  1,166,  it  is  directed  that  890  male  prisoners  may  be  confined  in 
the  Allahabad  Jail. 

Twelve  years'  experience  at  this  place  has  proved  to  me,  that,  when- 
ever a  greater  number  of  prisoners  than  my  estimate  allowed,  has  been 
confined  in  this  Jail,  the  men  have  suffered  from  being  crowded,  and 
breathing  a  polluted  air,  particularly  during  the  hot  and  rainy  seasons. 

The  rations  are  at  present  sufficiently  abundant,  and  the  articles  of  diet 
good  and  nutritious.  On  the  18th  of  August,  1841,  an  unhealthy  month, 
and  when  the  prisoners  were  sickly,  the  directions  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing circular  order  came  into  operation  : — '•  The  daily  ration  is  reduced 
from  one  seer  of  80  sicca  weight,  to  12  chittaks  (60  sicca  weight),  ?'.  e., 
each  convict  will  receive  10  chittaks  of  wheat  flour,  and  2  chittaks  of 
dhal  daily,  the  latter  to  be  replaced  by  an  equivalent  portion  of  vegeta- 
bles or  rice,  every  second  or  third  day,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Magistrate 4 
in  addition  to  this,  a  small  quantity  of  salt,  from  a  quarter  to  half  a  chit- 
tak,  to  be  served  out  to  each  prisoner  daily.  As  an  indulgence,  and  to 
be  so  explained,  2  chittaks  of  ghee,  a  half  chittak  of  red  or  black  pep- 
per, and  half  a  chittak  of  tobacco,  will  likewise  be  distributed  to  each 
weekly.     The  daily  allowance  of  wood  is  limited  to  one  seer." 

The  quantity  of  food  hereby  sanctioned  afforded  one  scanty  meal  in 
the  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  consequences  of  the  reduction  and  long 
fasting,  were  emaciation,  debility,  and  increase  of  sickness  in  the  form  of 
dysentery  and  scorbutic  complaints.  1  lost  no  opportunity  in  bringing 
before  the  authorities  my  opinion,  that  the  reduced  rations  were  insuffi- 
cient for  the  maintenance  of  health  among  men  exposed,  while  at  labor, 
to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  vicissitudes  of  the  weather  at  all  times  ;  and  in 
May,  1842,  the  diet  was  increased  to  the  former  standard  to  the  laboring 
prisoners,  and  with  the  best  effect. 

Laboring  prisoners  receive  one  seer  of  80  sicca  weight  each  daily,  viz. : 
14  chittaks  of  otta,  2  of  dhall,  ^  of  salt,  IJ  seer  of  firewood,  daily  ;  2 
chittaks  of  ghee,  i  of  tobacco,  J  of  chillies,  weekly. 

The  ghee  is  served  out  on  four  different  occasions  during  the  week. 
Two  chittaks  of  rice  and  as  much  of  vegetables  are  given  twice  a  week, 
an  equivalent  deduction  being  made  on  this  account,  from  the  14  chittaks 
of  otta  above  specified.  On  my  recommendation  a  part  of  the  rations, 
about  one  third,  is  cooked  and  partaken  in  the  morning,  the  remainder  when 
the  work  of  the  day  is  finished. 

For  women  and  prisoners  without  labor,  10  chittaks  of  otta,  and  2 
chittaks  of  dhall,  and  I  seer  of  fire-wood,  are  allowed  daily  ;  in  every 
other  respect  the  same  as  to  laboring  prisoners.  None  of  the  prisoners 
in  this  Zillah  receive  jnoney  rations.  The  clothing  allowed  is  ample,  a 
new  piece  of  cloth  for  the  waist  and  lower  limbs  (  a  dhoty),  and  a  piece 
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for  the  head  (augutcha)  are  distributed  every  six  months,  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  cold  weather  three  blankets  are  given  to  each 
man  ;  one  of  the  blankets  is  made  up  into  a  cap  and  coat  which  extends 
to  the  knees,  and  with  long  sleeves,  is  fastened  on  one  side  of  the  chest 
with  tape.  In  cold  windy  weather  the  men  are  thus  always  well  covered, 
^nd  have  their  arms  free  for  any  labor,  which  is  not  the  case  when  they 
have  loose  blankets  ;  every  prisoner  at  the  same  time  receives  a  straw 
mat  to  sleep  on,  which,  with  one  of  the  bhmkets,  is  kept  in  jail,  and  in 
wet  weather  they  are  dry  and  prevent  the  necessity  of  the  men  sleeping 
in  wet  clothing,  which  is  always  a  source  of  mischief. 

The  employment  of  the  prisoners  has  not  to  my  knowledge  been  too 
severe  in  any  instance,  during  the  year.  Whenever  the  men  are  engaged 
during  the  hot  season,  where  the  exposure  to  the  sun's  rays  is  so  great  as 
to  prove  prejudicial,  an  intimation  to  that  effect  from  me  to  the  Magistrate 
has  always  been  attended  to.  Prisoners  sentenced  to  labor,  work  on 
the  roads.  The  men  imprisoned  for  life,  and  the  female  prisoners,  are 
occupied  in  grinding  wheat.  All  the  flour  used  in  the  Jail  is  prepared 
by  them  ;  each  individual  grinds  nine  seers  of  wheat  daily. 

The  internal  econoniy  is  good,  and  as  follows  : — The  prisoners  sen- 
tenced to  labor  are  counted  off  at  day-break,  and  sent  out  of  jail  in  gangs 
to  their  several  working  places,  five  men  in  charge  of  each  burkundaz  ;  a 
portion  of  the  daily  food  and  firewood  is  taken  with  them,  and  a  light 
meal  is  given  to  each  man  about  9  or  10  o'clock.  This  arrangement  I 
suggested  when  the  rations  were  increased  to  the  present  quantity  ;  almost 
all  the  convicts  are  classed  into  messes ;  1  man  for  every  16  is  detained 
in  jail  as  a  cook.  In  the  morning  the  cooks  are  employed  cleaning  the 
rooms,  court,  yards  and  drains,  after  which  they  go  for  the  articles  of  diet, 
and  prepare  them ;  so  that  when  the  prisoners  return  from  work  about 
4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  their  food  is  ready  for  equal  distribution.  An  hour's 
rest  at  noon  is  allowed,  and  it  is  the  business  of  the  guards  to  see  that 
every  man  bathe  at  that  time.  Every  Saturday  morning  the  floors  of 
the  rooms  are  washed  and  well  dried.  All  the  privies,  urine  tubs  and 
sewers  are  washed  daily.  The  prisoners  without  labor  are  exercised  in 
walking  an  hour  and  a  half  morning  and  evening,  in  the  open  areas. 
Sunday  is  a  day  of  rest  for  all.  Once  a  week,  at  least,  the  whole  of  the 
prisoners  and  their  food  are  inspected  by  myself. 

During  February,  March  and  April,  the  sickness  among  the  prisoners 
in  Jail  was  very  great.  Fever  of  a  continued  inflammatory  type  pre- 
vailed as  an  epidemic,  and  I  had  reason  to  believe  it  contagious,  from  the 
circumstance  of  two  native  doctors,  and  several  of  the  attendants  on  the 
sick,  being  attacked  with  it.  Both  the  native  doctors  died  with  the  dis- 
ease, and  left  me  almost  entirely  unprovided  with  assistance  for  the  sick. 

The  symptoms  in  all  the  cases  were  nearly  the  same  and  equally  vio- 
lent, whether  the  subject  was  young  or  old.  of  a  full  or  spare  habit. 
The  fever  was  rarely  issued  in  by  a  rigor;  cold  creeping  sensation  on 
the  surface,  or  short,  hot  and  chilly  fits  alternative  with  languor  and  pros- 
tration of  strength,  were  speedily  followed  by  an  exceedingly  hot,  dry 
skin,  rapid  pulse,  generally  120  in  a  minute,  and  great  thirst ;  the  lips  be- 
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came  dry  and  cracked,  the  tongue  very  dry,  furred,  brown  and  stiff,  in 
some  cases  it  was  black,  and  so  hard  and  dry  that  it  could  not  be  pro- 
truded ;  the  bowels  generally  constipated,  the  urine  very  scanty  and  high 
colored ;  in  some  cases  only  headache  was  complained  of,  but  in  all,  the 
eyes  were  bloodshot  and  very  much  tinged  with  yellow.  There  was 
very  great  tenderness  of  the  scorbic.  cordis,  and  pressure  on  the  upper 
abdominal  regions  could  not  be  borne.  If  the  fever  was  not  speedily 
subdued  by  active  antiphlogistic  treatment,  inflammation  of  the  liver,  sto- 
mach, spleen,  and  indeed  of  all  the  abdominal  viscera  ensued,  and  the 
irritation  of  such  local  disease  prevented  any  remission  of  fever  taking 
place.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  treatment  employed,  as  the 
stage  of  excitement  was  fully  developed  in  all,  before  they  were  admitted 
into  the  Hospital  ;  venesection  was  at  once  had  recourse  to,  when  not 
contra-indicated  by  great  age  or  debility  of  the  patient ;  this  was  followed 
by  affusion,  which  always  gave  much  relief;  the  patient's  head  was  then 
shaved,  and  an  antimonial  emetic  administered.  If  the  emetic  did  not 
empty  the  bowels  as  well  as  the  stomach,  a  purgative  enema  was  given, 
and  a  large  dose  of  calomel  with  compound  powder  of  jalap,  or  with 
castor  oil ;  when  these  measures  had  taken  effect,  saline  diaphoretic 
draughts,  combined  with  tincture  of  digitalis,  were  given  alternately  with 
calomel,  blue  pill  and  antimonial  powder,  every  second  hour.  Cold  lo- 
tion was  kept  on  the  head,  and  the  body  repeatedly  sponged  with  vinegar 
and  water.  In  a  majority  of  cases  this  treatment  procured  a  remission  of 
the  symptoms  in  18  or  20  hours;  but  a  recurrence  of  fever  frequently 
happened  in  the  afternoon  or  early  part  of  the  night,  requiring  a  repe- 
tition of  the  cold  affusion,  venesection,  and  the  application  of  leeches  to  the 
epigastric  and  hypochondriac  regions  and  to  the  head.  Purgatives  were 
repeated,  and  mercurial  medicines  continued  till  the  mouth  became  tender, 
or  till  convalescence  was  established.  Enemata  were  used  frequently  in 
every  case.  I  have  seldom  witnessed  cases  of  greater  severity,  or  which 
more  obstinately  resisted  the  means  resorted  to  for  the  removal  of  gastro- 
hepatic  inflammation  and  congestion,  than  those  of  the  epidemic  alluded 
to.  Anodynes  by  the  mouth  and  the  anus  were  very  useful  in  obtaining 
sleep  in  the  advanced  period,  when  the  patient  continued  wakeful  or  fell 
into  a  low  delirium.  The  convalescents  attended)  by  native  doctors  were 
sent  to  Papambow,  distant  three  miles  from  the  jail,  for  the  benefit  of 
change  of  air ;  but  many  of  those  whose  constitutions  were  broken  down 
by  age,  or  previous  disease,  suffered  a  relapse  attended  with  dysenteric 
symptoms,  and  these  were  the  cases  which  chiefly  proved  fatal. 

The  cases  of  cholera  which  occurred  in  April,  May  and  June,  were 
of  a  severe  kind.  Of  15  cases  admitted  in  these  months,  9  proved 
speedily  fatal.  There  was  not  much  vomiting  or  purging,  the  thirst  for 
cold  drink  was  insatiable,  the  voice  husky  and  feeble,  skin  quite  cold,  pulse 
not  to  be  felt  two  hours  after  the  seizure.  The  omentum,  mesentery  and 
peritoneal  coat  of  the  intestines  were  inflamed  in  all  the  fatal  cases.  A 
native  doctor  died  of  the  disease  in  12  hours'  illness.  He  was  attacked 
in  the  hospital. 

The  first  case  of  smallpox  which  occurred  at  the  Station  was  on  the 
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20th  of  March,  and  from  that  date  ihroughout  April,  May  and  June,  the 
disease  prevailed,  yet  not  very  many  cases  occurred. 

Tiie  cases  vaccinated  during  January,  February  and  March,  were  very 
successful,  but  during  the  hot  months  the  virus  proves  quite  inert.  There 
are  two  native  vaccinators  paid  by  government  for  this  Zillah,  but  much 
prejudice  exists  among  the  people  in  regard  to  the  operation.  The  total 
number  vaccinated  during  the  year  was  291,  of  which  only  92  were 
satisfactory. 


INOCULATION    WITH   TUBERCULOUS    MATTER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  you  think  the  following  case  of  inoculation  with  tubercular 
matter,  worthy  of  notice,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish  it. 

June  30th,  1840,  in  making  an  examination,  thirty  hours  after  death, 
of  the  lungs  of  a  subject  that  died  of  tubercular  phthisis,  1  accidentally 
cut  the  middle  finger  of  my  left  hand  over  the  first  joint ;  the  wound 
was  slight,  not  penetrating  through  the  cutis  vera. 

The  lungs  of  the  subject  were  loaded  with  tubercles,  in  all  stages  of 
softening.  After  completing  the  examination,  I  cleansed  the  wound  tho- 
roughly, and  paid  no  more  attention  to  it.  In  about  two  weeks  there  be- 
gan to  be  symptoms  of  inflammation  about  the  seat  of  the  injury,  and 
there  soon  appeared  a  row  of  hard  tubercles  in  the  direction  of  the  cut  ; 
in  a  few  days  suppuration  took  place,  and  I  punctured  them,  and  thick 
matter  was  discharged.  In  two  week?,  however,  another  crop  appeared, 
more  numerous  than  the  first,  which  I  treated  in  the  same  way.  In  this 
way  the  disease  continued  to  progress  for  two  years,  in  spite  of  all  the 
means  that  I  was  able  to  use,  or  that  were  suggested  by  other  physicians, 
till  it  had  extended  from  the  nail  half  way  to  the  second  joint,  and  half 
way  round  the  finger,  producing  a  kind  of  fungous  thickening  of  the 
skin,  which  I  was  obliged  to  remove  occasionally  with  caustics. 

The  finger  was  never  much  painful,  but  very  sensitive  ;  any  slight  in- 
jury would  produce  the  most  acute  pain  for  a  short  time.  In  the  treat- 
ment I  gave  the  various  preparations  of  iodine,  of  different  strength 
and  modes  of  application,  a  thorough  trial ;  but  all  to  no  purpose, 
except  to  hasten  suppuration  of  the  tubercles,  if  used  too  strong.  The 
only  treatment  that  appeared  to  have  the  least  effect  towards  removing 
the  disease,  was  pulv,  nit.  silver,  applied  in  such  quantity  as  to  remove 
a  pellicle  without  producing  sufficient  inflammation  to  cause  softening  of 
the  tubercles.  By  removing  successive  pealings  in  this  way,  suppuration 
was  prevented,  and  the  diseased  part  all  removed  in  a  few  months,  except 
in  a  small  place  where  the  disease  had  extended  to  the  cellular  membrane, 
in  a  cicatrix  produced  by  nitric  acid  applied  to  remove  fungus.  These 
pellicles,  when  removed,  were  thickly  studded  with  tubercles,  like  thorns, 
about  one  line  in  length. 

It  is  now  six  months  since  I  have  made  any  application  to  the  finger, 
and  there  remains   a  small  tumor  an  eifihth  of  an  inch  across  where  the 
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nitric  acid  destroyed  the  skin,  not  in  the  seat  of  the  original  injury,  but 
between  the  first  and  second  joint ;  this  is  slightly  tender,  and  occasion- 
ally has  that  peculiar  sick  feeling,  unlike  anything  else  I  ever  experienced, 
which  the  finger  has  always  had  ever  since  diseased. 

(^ucnj. — Can  tubercular  matter  be  taken  up  by  the  absorbents,  and 
carried  into  the  circulation,  and  deposited  in  other  parts  of  the  system, 
producing  tubercular  disease  there  ?  Lyman  Barton,  M.D. 

milsborough,JS.  Y.,  Nov.  1st,  1843. 


PROF.   REESE'S   "  HOMCEOPATHIC   CHALLENGE." 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .lournal.] 

Dr.  Reese.  Dear  Sir, — In  the  Journal  of  October  10th,  on  page 
225,  there  is  published  from  you  an  extraordinary  "  Homoeopathic  Chal- 
lenge." When  I  first  read  it,  it  was  considered,  as  it  still  is,  a  boasting 
ebullition  from  a  "good-natured"  professor — and  thought  it  not  worthy 
of  any  special  notice.  But  on  more  mature  reflection,  when  consider- 
ing certain  pointed  expressions  contained  therein,  and  the  general  cre- 
dulitij  of  people  for  attaching  an  uncommon  importance  to  such  a  sweep- 
ing statement  as  yours,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  say  something  in  expos- 
ing its  fallacy.  It  seems  unaccountable  that  homoeopathy  should  demand 
a  regular  "  challenge,"  when  it  is  and  has  been  so  much  ridiculed,  and  to 
have  it  emanate  from  a  real  professor  of  "  the  institutes  of  rational 
medicine." 

Can  you.  Sir,  rationally  justify  your  own  course  ?  Is  it  commendable 
for  a  literary  gentleman  to  take  so  much  notice  of  so  trijiing  a  subject  ? 
or,  rather,  if  it  be  so  loorthless  and  "  inert  "  in  its  practical  application, 
why  pay  any  attention  to  it  ?  Why  trouble  yourself  in  repeating  it  from 
place  to  place,  and  voluntarily  subject  yourself  to  such  a  "  fiery  ordeal " 
— if  there  be  no  reality  about  the  science  ?  You  have  certainly  acted 
very  inconsistently  with  your  views  of  the  subject.  For  if  the  practice  of 
homoeopathy  be  insufficient  to  produce  any  salutary  effects  in  curing  dis- 
ease, it  must,  of  course,  die  a  natural  death,  without  the  medical  aid  of 
any  one  to  terminate  its  existence.  Therefore,  judging  from  the  foregoing 
consideration,  you  can  readily  understand,  that  such  a  challenge  as  yours 
is  nothing  more  than  a  "  nan  compos  mentis.'^  You  need  not  trouble 
yourself  about  the  "  transcendental  mysticism  of  homoeopathy,"  nor  men- 
tion about  your  "  responsibility  to  a  higher  tribunal,"  if  you  can  take 
the  following-named  medicines  with  impunity,  which  are  mentioned  in 
your  challenge,  viz. — "  prussic  acid,  aqua  fortis,  rats'  hane,jlint  and 
steel,  thunder  and  lightning,  fire  and  brimstone  I "  Such  a  medley 
of  ingredients  for  an  experiment  plainly  shows  a  want  of  common  sense. 
The  homoeopaths  do  not  expect  to  suit  Vulcan  characters,  nor  prepare 
their  medicines  to  be  proof  against  Salamanders.  Their  medicines  are 
only  calculated  to  subdue  diseases  of  the  human  system  on  earth — not- 
withstanding your  "sincerity  and  convictions"  to  the  contrary  of  "  hu- 
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man  iurisprudence."  The  homoeopathic  medicines  are  not  made  to  re- 
sist all  the  heterogeneous  materials  of  creation  ! 

You  state,  Sir,  that  the  homoeopathic  physicians  do  not  rely  "on  ho- 
moeopathic treatment  "  either  for  themselves  or  their  families.  You 
give  no  particular  facts  as  proof  for  such  an  assertion — but  it  is  altogether 
contrary  to  my  acquaintance  with  the  homoeopathists.  So  far  as  my  pre- 
sent experience  and  observation  extend,  I  can  speak  unhesitatingly  in  fa- 
vor of  homoeopathy  on  myself,  in  my  own  family,  among  many  of  my 
relatives,  and  a  large  number  of  other  patients,  and  I  have  had  almost 
all  kinds  of  acute  and  chronic  diseases  to  manage,  and  have  given  almost 
universal  satisfaction  to  my  employers.  My  long  experience  of  allo- 
pathy enables  me  to  judge  more  correctly  of  the  true  merits  of  homoe- 
opathy. I  consider  the  science  of  homoeopathy  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  valuable  discoveries  that  has  ever  been  made  by  the  medical 
faculty.  My  own  success  has  been  fifty  per  cent,  better  than  when  1 
practised  allopathically. 

It  is  well  known.  Sir,  generally,  that  any  new  and  valuable  truth  is 
violently  opposed — but  for  all  this,  it  will  wear  brighter  and  brighter,  the 
more  there  is  done  to  demolish  it.  And  it  is  well  to  remind  you,  before 
concluding,  that  homoeopathy  is  on  its  onward  course — its  advancement 
is  almost  daily  experienced — the  obstacles  which  have  often  impeded  its 
progress,  are  yielding  to  the  power  of  its  "  infinitesimal  closes.'^  If  the 
homoeopathic  system  were  as  "  inert,"  as  you  would  have  your  hearers 
and  readers  believe,  how  can  you  account  for  its  great  efficacy  in  curing, 
very  rapidly,  many  acute  and  chronic  cases?  The  medicines  do  all  this 
in  my  practice,  whether  you  are  disposed  to  believe  it  or  not.  What  I 
actually  learn  from  observation  is  sufficient  to  establish  my  mind,  more 
than  all  the  medical  challenges  you  can  reiterate,  with  all  the  combined 
powers  of  heaven  and  earth !     Yours,  with  esteem  and  sincere  respect. 

Boston,  Nov.  6,  1843.  Robert  Capen,  M.D. 
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Boston  Lunatic  Asylum. — Dr.  Stedman's  first  report  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, a  neatly  published  document,  has  been  recently  distributed.  It  is 
well  drawn  up,  and  evinces  the  care  of  a  physician,  united  with  the  feel- 
ing of  responsibility  of  a  discreet  public  officer.  The  following  are  the 
essential  statistics  of  the  past  year  : — 

Number  of  patients  admitted  since  the  Hospital  was  opened,  259  ;  do. 
resident  during  the  past  year,  157  ;  do.  admitted  do.,  62 — males  37,  fe- 
males 25 — married  33,  single  29.  There  have  been  discharged  during 
the  past  year,  38 — viz.,  restored,  22  ;  improved,  2  ;  unimproved,  5  ;  died,  9. 

Dr.  Stedman  had  been  in  his  present  station  only  eight  months  when 
this   report  was   made  ;  but   he  appears   to   have    become   familiar    with 
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the  real  condition  of  the  establishment,  and  pleads,  like  a  philosopher  of 
comprehensive  views,  for  the  wretched  beings  placed  under  his  charge. 

When  a  great  public  improvement  was  demanded  by  the  people  of 
France,  during  the  Revolution,  the  way  to  bring  it  about  was  the  popular 
cry,  ojf  with  their  heads.  After  reading  the  following  extract,  we  say, 
off  with  the  sheds. 

"  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,"  says  Dr.  S.,  "  that  with  their  capacity  for 
labor,  so  little  opportunity  is  afforded  the  patients  for  employment.  The 
average  number  constantly  occupied  in  and  about  the  Hospital  buildings 
is  not  more  than  twelve.  There  are  several  females  who  are  engaged  in 
sewing,  knitting,  scouring,  washing  or  ironing  at  different  and  irregular 
periods ;  but  never  are  there  more  than  seven  or  eight  for  whom  regular 
employment  can  be  provided.  A  few  of  the  males  perform  the  more  la- 
borious requirements  of  the  house  ;  the  remainder  lead  comparatively  a 
very  inactive  life,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  made  to  engage  them  in 
light  occupations  or  amusements.  In  view  of  these  circumstances,  the 
Superintendent  has  considered  numerous  plans  for  occupying  and  amus- 
ing the  minds  of  the  patients  in  addition  to  those  now  adopted.  And 
among  other  modes  of  accomplishing  the  object  in  view,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  suggest  to  the  City  Council  the  practicability  of  removing  the 
barns  and  out-houses  belonging  to  the  House  of  Industry,  which  now 
stand  in  front  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital,  and  of  extending  the  limits  of  the 
land  on  which  the  Hospital  is  situated  beyond  the  site  of  those  buildings. 
He  is  aware  of  the  expense  involved  in  such  a  step  ;  but  at  the  same 
time  is  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  arising  from  the  need 
of  a  proper  amount  of  labor  and  exercise,  in  which  the  patients  cannot  be 
engaged  while  in  the  contracted  space  they  now  occupy.  It  is  unneces- 
sary at  this  late  day,  when  the  general  principles  of  the  treatment  of  in- 
sanity are  so  well  known,  to  enter  upon  an  argument  to  prove  the  abso- 
lute necessitj''  of  occupation  of  some  kind  as  a  remedial  means  to  be  re- 
sorted to  for  the  mitigation  of  this  direst  of  human  diseases.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  show  how  small  is  the  space  enclosed  for  the  use  of  this 
Hospital,  to  convince  any  one  of  the  need  we  are  in  for  more  land,  in 
the  cultivation  of  which  our  male  inmates  may  find  active  employment, 
and  in  the  circuit  of  which  the  female  patients  may  have  better  opportuni- 
ties for  exercise  and  enjoyment  in  the  fresh  air. 

"  The  enclosure  comprises  five  acres.  The  Hospital,  with  all  the  out- 
buildings, yards,  paths  and  wharf,  occupies  three  fifths  of  this  space ;  so 
that  only  two  fifths  remain  for  cultivation — a  much  less  quantity  of  land 
than  is  to  be  found  attached  to  any  insane  institution  in  this  country." 

Lastly,  we  add  the  former  and  present  dietary  of  the  patients,  for  the 
use  of  those  who  are  solicitous  to  collect  information  of  the  kind. 

Former  Dietary. — For  breakfast,  daily. — Coffee  or  chocolate,  sweet- 
ened with  molasses,  and  bread. 

For  Supper,  daily. — Tea  or  chocolate,  sweetened  with  molasses,  and 
bread.     Cheese  on  Sunday  at  supper.     Gingerbread  on  Monday  at  supper. 

For  Dimmer. — Sunday,  rice  and  molasses;  Monday,  beans  and  pork; 
Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saturday,  beef  soup,  with  vegetables  ;  Wednesday, 
roast  beef  and  vegetables  ;  Friday,  salt  fish  and  potatoes. 

Present  Dietary. — For  breakfast,  daily. — Coffee,  chocolate,  or  shells, 
and  bread. 

For  Supper,  daily. — Tea,  sweetened    with   sugar,  chocolate   or  shells, 
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and  bread.     Cheese  at  supper  twice  a  week.     Gingerbread,  or  other  plain 
eake,  twice  a  week. 

For  Din?ier.— Sunday,  cold  corned  beef,  with  potatoes  ;  Monday,  pork 
and  beans,  rice  pudding  ;  Tuesday,  fresh  fish  and  vegetables  ;  Wednesday, 
roast  beef,  mutton,  lamb  or  veal,  and  vegetables;  Thursday,  beef  soup, 
rice  pudding;  Friday,  salt  fish,  with  vegetables;  Saturday,  same  as  on 
Wednesday.     The  native  fruits  in  their  season. 


hisa7ie  Asylum  in  Yerviont. — Within  a  few  days,  the  seventh  annual 
report  of  the  Trustees  lo  the  Legislature,  together  with  Dr.  Rockwell's, 
in  a  pamphlet  form,  has  been  received.  The  latter  was  received  and  ac- 
knowledged by  us  some  weeks  ago.  Of  the  medical  superintendent's 
qualifications,  and  his  fidelity  to  the  best  interests  of  the  unfortunate  be- 
ings placed  under  his  care,  no  one  presumes  to  doubt.  There  is  some 
mterest  in  knowing  the  annual  expense  of  the  public  charities,  and  in  re- 
ference to  that  point  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  the  whole  expense 
of  maintaining  this  State  establishment,  for  the  last  financial  year,  was 
only  S1350  15— and  the  income  during  the  same  period,  was  $44S  46 
more  than  the  outgo.  It  is  therefore  a  self-sustaining  charity,  and  credita- 
ble to  the  inhabitants  of  Vermont. 


Bental  higemdty.—By  turning  to  some  of  the  back  volumes  of  this 
Journal,  an  account  may  be  found  of  the  case  of  Jeremiah  Driscoll,  of 
Uarren,  R.  I.,  who  was  injured,  in  the  South  Pacific  Ocean,  by  a  whale, 
Nov.  7th,  1S36.  It  is  only  necessary  to  repeat  the  fact,  that  the  end  of 
an  oar  was  driven  mto  his  mouth  in  such  a  manner  as  to  knock  off  the 
vyhole  antenor  part  of  the  alveolar  arch,  of  the  upper  jaw,  teeth  and  all; 
the  roof  of  the  mouth  was  broken  through,  and  the  nasal  cavity  freely 
admitted  the  tongue  into  it— the  bones  having  subsequently  come  away. 
Ihis  IS  only  a  general  outline  of  a  terrible  wound,  from  which  Mr.  Dris- 
coll finally  recovered,  but  greatly  disfigured  and  wholly  unable  to  masti- 
cate food.  By  the  skill  of  a  Boston  dentist.  Dr.  Harwood,  now  residin^r  at 
Machias,  Me.,  the  deformity  was  measurably  overcome,  and  the  ability  to 
subsist  on  solid  aliment  restored  to  him  by  a  complete  set  of  teeth. 

Four  years,  however,  have  considerably  modified  the  shape  of  the  mu- 
tilated jaw,  so  that  there  was  considerable  difficulty  in  maintaining  the 
palate  plate  in  its  proper  position.  Consequently,  articulation  as  well  as 
manducation  was  beginning  to  be  an  exceedingly  troublesome  process,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  distortion  of  features  that  must  necessarily  ensue  from  any 
imperfection  m  the  mechanism  of  such  an  extensive  artificial  surface  as  he 
had  been  wearing.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  has  again  recently 
visited  Boston  for  assistance.  Dr.  Joshua  Tucker,  whose  ingenuity  has 
often  been  put  in  requisition  in  cases  equally  perplexing,  succeeded  in  ad- 
mirably fitting  a  new  palatine  and  alveolar  arch,  bearing  a  highly  finished 
set  of  molar  and  incisor  teeth,  which  have  as  perfectly  restored  Mr.  Dris- 
coll  as  It  IS  possible  for  art  to  do.  No  one  would  suspect,  without  a  mi- 
nute examination,  that  so  much  of  the  man  was  artificial. 

These  triumphs  of  art,  of  such  immense  importance  to  those  who  have 
been  unfortunately  maimed,  should  be  extensively  circulated  by  the  press, 
that  all  sufferers  may  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  accruing  from 
the  modern  discoveries  and  improvements  in  mechanical  dentistry. 
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The  late  Fever  at  Rondout.—ln  the  third  No.  of  the  New  York  Jour- 
nal of  Medicine,  Dr.  Forry,  its  indefatigable  editor,  has  furnished  an 
elaborate  paper,  entitled  "an  account  of  a  malignant  fever  which  prevail- 
ed at  Rondout,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  months  of  August  and  Sep- 
tember, 1S43,  with  an  inquir'y  into  its  nature,  and  into  the  question  ot  its 
importation  by  the  schooner  Vanda  ;  based  upon  an  investigation  of  the 
disease  at  Rondout,"  &c.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  abor  bestow- 
ed  upon  the  investigation,  when  the  simple  fact  is  mentioned  that  it  occu- 
pies  fifty-four  pages.  In  conclusion.  Dr.  Forry  says  that  the  disease  was 
indigeno2cs  and  non-contagious;  "and  viewing  its  whole  character,^  as 
evinced  both  by  its  history  in  connection  with  the  philosophy  of  epidemics, 
and  bv  its  own  peculiar  symptoms,  the  opinion  would  seem  to  be  clearly 
warranted,  that  it  is  a  malignant  remittent  fever,  with  a  strong  tendency  to 
assume  the  typhoid  type." 

Miraculous  Medicine.— A  pamphlet  has  appeared-the  work  of  the 
Avignon  Jesuits-with  this  taking  title,  "  Notre  Dame  de  Remedy,  which 
conquers  paralysis,  dropsy,  cancer,  and  other  diseases  of  uncertain  seat 
toaeiher  with  "blindness,  dislocations,  &c.  They  are  all  easily  masteed 
bv^  orisons,  fastings,  church  discipline  and  vows,  but  particularly  by  the 
application  of  relics!  This  is  no  more  ridiculous  than  the  clairvoyant 
exhibitions  of  females  in  Boston,  who,  for  a  fee  of  about  three  dollars,  pre- 
tend  to  inspect  the  interior  of  the  body,  and  describe  the  diseased  appear- 
ances within  '  What  is  still  more  marvellous,  is  the  fact,  that  in  this  city 
of  intelligence,  both  men  and  women  abound  who  have  confidence  in  these 
explorations,  and  pay  as  cheerfully  for  being  thus  imposed  upon  as  they 
would  for  bread  when  famishing. 

Herculean  Treatment  of  Dysentery.^We  make  the  follounng  extract 
from  a  private  communication,  dated  October  3d,  from  Dr.  P.  Fahnestock, 

of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  .   .        ,  -i      r    ^  .v,-. 

There  has  recently  prevailed  in  this  vicinity,  about  two  miles  from  the 
city,  an  endemic  dysentery,  characterized  by  considerable  febrile  action, 
with  frequent  mucous  or  bloody  evacuations,  and  violent  tormina  and  te- 
nesmus. It  attacked  both  sexes  and  all  ages  indiscriminately,  and  among 
them  I  attended  from  sixty  to  eighty  cases.  As  my  treatment  was  pecu- 
liar, and  its  success  confirmed  its  propriety  (but  three  cases  having  proved 
fatal),  I  will  state  how  I  managed  them.  i        ,     u 

In  the  case  of  an  adult  patient  of  either  sex,  having  ten  or  twelve  stools 
her  hour,  consisting  of  blood  and  mucus  alone,  accompanied  with  great 
tormina  and  tenesmus,  I  usually  gave  from  six  to  fifteen  grains  of  pulveriz- 
ed opium,  with  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains  of  calomel  ;  but  if  the  pulse 
was  full  and  frequent,  this  treatment  was  premised  by  general  bloodlet- 
tin-  and  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  anus.  In  six  or  eight  hours 
after  the  administration  of  the  medicine,  I  prescribed  the  following  :-K. 
01.  ricini,  Jiss.  ;  spir.  terebin.,  3ss.  •         r  .i       -i 

These  were  my  maximum  doses ;  and  after  the  operation  of  the  oils, 
I  crave  calomel  and  Dover's  powder  in  small  doses,  with  gum  water  as  a 
dr'ink,  and  rice  and  arrow  root  as  diet.  It  was  seldom  found  necessary  to 
repeat  the  calomel  and  opium.     To  children  six  or  eight  years  old,  I  gave 
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as  much  as  four  or  five  grains  of  opium,  without  producing   more   than  a 
few  hours'  sleep. — New  York  Journal  of  Medicine. 


Officers  of  the  Cortland  {N.  Y.)  Medical  and  Stirgical  Association. — 
A.  B.  Shipman,  Presideiit.  Lewis  Riggs,  Lewis  H.  Kelly,  Vice  Presi- 
dents. Ashbel  Patterson,  Recordi?ig  Secretary.  H.  0.  Jewett,  Cor- 
responding  Secretary.  H.  Van  Duzen,  Wm.  J.  Willson,  A.  Cooke,  J.  A. 
Shipman,  Joel  R.  Carpenter, Chapman,  Wm.  H.  Knapp,  Curator. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Ray,  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Maine 
Insane  Hospital,  delivered  a  lecture  at  Bangor,  the  other  day,  on  the  mad 
characters  of  Shakspeare. — A  little  girl,  nine  years  old,  in  Camelford, 
Eng.,  died  of  hydrophobia  nine  weeks  after  being  bitten  by  a  dog,  not 
known  to  be  rabid. — In  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  changeable  to  the  city  of 
Bristol,  Eng.,  is  a  female  pauper  who  has  been  maintained  at  the  city's 
expense  since  1780.  Another,  now  93  years  of  age,  is  in  the  Asylum  at 
Stapleton,  and  danced  a  jig  for  the  amusement  of  her  companions  when 
Prince  Albert  recently  visited  Bristol. — There  has  been  considerable  sick- 
ness during  the  present  autumn,  in  Leonardslown,  Md.  The  prevalent 
disease  has  been  a  bilious  congestive  fever. — Upwards  of  forty  students 
were  matriculated  at  the  medical  school  at  Cincinnati  so  early  in  the  term, 
that  it  is  presumed  the  class  will  yet  be  considerably  increased. — Mrs. 
Jones,  the  wife  of  a  forgeman,  in  Cosely,  Eng.,  whose  wages  are  only  9s. 
a  week,  was  safely  delivered  of  three  boys  and  one  girl,  a  short  time  ago. 
—Dr.  Wm.  Foss,  of  Wayne,  Me.,  has  been  acquitted  of  the  alleged 
murder  of  Ann  Elder,  of  Gray. — Ninety  medical  students  were  matricu- 
lated on  the  day  on  which  the  annual  course  of  lectures  commenced  at 
the  Medical  College  in  this  city.— A  pair  of  twin  boys  were  born  in  Bos- 
ton, last  week,  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Wm.  E.  Cole,  which  were  furnish- 
ed with  an  extra  little  finger  on  each  hand. — Sir  Astley  Cooper  left  a  for- 
tune of  half  a  million  sterling;  Dupuytren,  over  three  millions  of  francs  ; 
and  Baron  Grafe,  the  great  surgeon  of  Berlin,  about  three  millions  of 
dollars. 


To  Correspondents.— Dr.  Cook's  Case  of  Placental  Presentation,  and  No. 
2  of  Phreiio-Magnetisra,  are  on  hand  for  publication. 


Married,— Theodore  F.  Cornwell,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  to  Miss  Maria  Lay 

In  Truxton,Frederick  S.  Hoyt,  M.D.,  of  Athens,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Julia  Bassett Dr. 

James  Holland,  of  Westfield,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Anne  G.  R.  Wheeler. 


Died,— At  Rodney,  Miss.,  of  yellow  fever,   Dr.  John   H.  Savage,  formerly  of 
Salem,  Mass. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  11,  42.— Males,  21— Females,  21.    Stillborn,  1. 

Of  consumption,  3— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— scarlet  fever,  5— typhus  fever,  8— measles, 
1— inflammation  on  the  brain,  1— lung  fever,  4— infantile,  2— hooping  congh,'3— abscess,  1— smallpox, 
1— rheumatic  fever,  1— old  a^'e,  1— fits,  3— croup,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— liver  complaint,  1— in- 
temperance, 1— paralysis,  1— cancer,  1— rupture  of  bloodvessel,  1. 

Under  5  years,  19— between  5  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  60  years,  15— over  60  years,  3. 
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Diet  used  at  the  Table  d'Hote  of  Priessnitz.—Dx.  Edward  Johnson,  in 
his  book  on  hydropathy,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  food  adminis- 
tered to  his  patients  by  the  peasant  apostle  of  the  water   cure.     Would  it 
not  tempt  any  reasonable  being  to  throw  physic  to  the    dogs,  and  perform 
a  pilgrimage  to  the  shrine  of  Priessnitz?     "  With  regard  to  the  diet  used 
at  Grcefenberg,  I  cannot  help  offering  one  or  two  remarks.     The  principal 
animal  food  there  placed  upon  the   table  is  boiled  beef  (done  to  rags)  and 
the  veal  of  calves  not  more  than  a  day  or  two  old.     Hares,  coarse,  dry  and 
tough,  being  first  boiled   and  then  baked.     Baked  pork,  baked  goose,  and 
baked  duck,  with  baked  sausages,  help   to   vary  the  repast.     Add  to  this 
old  mutton,  fcetal  calf,  and  cow  beef,  stewed  in  vinegar,  succeeded  by  ran- 
cid ham  served  with  mashed  gray  peas.     While  I  am  writing,  I  am  over- 
looked by  a  gentleman  who  declares  that  this  statement  will  not  be  believed 
in  England.    I  think  that  is  extremely  probable.    It  is  nevertheless  perfect- 
ly true.     Cucumbers,  cured  in  nothing  but  salt  and  water,  which  the  Ger- 
mans eat  with  avidity,  saur  kraut,  hard  dumplings,  pancakes  with  cheese- 
curds  rolled  up  in  them,  puddings  made  with  poppy  seeds — these  also  are 
the  standard  and  daily  delicacies  of  the  Graefenberg  table.     Add  to  all  this 
that  the  only  bread  on  the  table  is  a  composition  of  barley  and  rye  ;  add, 
moreover,  that   the  veal,  hare,  &c.  is  constantly  either  mouldy  or  putres- 
cent, and  that  the    bread  is   invariably  perfectly  sour,  and  the  reader  will 
readily  acknowledge  that  here  is   an  assemblage  of  savors,  flavors   and 
odors,  exceedingly  well  calculated   to   give   him  an  indigestion,  who  had 
never  one  before.     The  food  is  so  insufferably  bad,  that  a  party  of  gentle- 
men, only  the  other  day,  after  having  stood  it  as  long  as  they  possibly 
could,  were  literally  compelled  to  spit  it  out  of  their  mouths,  and  retire  in 
order  to  buy  and  cook,  as  well  as  they  could  themselves,  sufficient  food  for 
their  dinner  ;  and  they  have  quitted  Grsefenberg  (that  is,  the  Grfefenberg 
table)  in  order  to  purchase  food  for  themselves  in  the  town  of  Friewaldau. 
It  is  lamentable  that   so  important  a   matter  as   diet  should  be   so  utterly 
scorned  by  Priessnitz  as  it  is  ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  wretched 
diet  keeps  the  patients  much  longer  under  treatment  than   would  other- 
wise be  required,  and  that   in   many   instances  it  obstructs   the  cure  alto- 
gether.    But  the  numerous  and  important  cures   which  he  is  constantly 
affecting,  notwithstanding  all  this,  makes   him  reckless  of  diet;  and  bad 
food  is  cheaper  than  good.     He  does  not  see,  however,  that  if  he  gave  his 
patients  wholesome  food  he  would  cure  them   in  half  the  time,  and  thus, 
by  a  more  rapid  succession  of  guests,  he  would  acquire  the  same   amount 
of  emolument,  and  add  greatly  to  the  character  of  the  %oasser  kur.     But  he 
has  more  patients  than  he   can  possibly  attend   to,  and  more  money  than 
he  knows  what  to  do  with.     Success  has  made  him  careless." 


Singular  Madness  of  a  Naval  Captain.— Uev  Majesty's  Brig  the  Lynx, 
mountuig  three  large  guns,  was  lately  lying  off  the  town  of  Cove,  when 
her  Commander,  Capl"  Burslem,  gave  the  order  to  clear  the  decks  for  ac- 
tion. This  was  immediately  done,  the  guns  were  primed  and  loaded,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  after,  Capt  Burslem.  ordered  the  guns  to  be  fired  upon 
the  town.  The  officers  next  in  command  now  consulted  together,  persuad- 
ed the  captain  to  go  below,  secured  him,  and  reported  the  affair  to  the  Ad- 
miral of  the  squadron.  Captain  Burslem  was  immediately  removed,  and 
the  town  of  Cove  escaped  demolition  by  the  hands  of  a  madman. — Eng.pa. 
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OPERATION   FOR   CANCER    OF  THE    LOWER   LIP. 

By    W.    B.  Dodson,    M.D.,  Surgeon    to    the    L.  M.  Hospital,  Louisville,   Kentucky. 

Mr.  Shipley,  aged  about  50  years,  a  native  of  the  north  oi  England, 
was  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  July  27th,  1842. 

Habits  regular,  and  general  health  good  ;  followed  the  seas  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  ;  has  been  a  resident  of  Kentucky,  in  the  vicinity  ol  Lex- 
ington, four  or  five  years. 

About  eighteen  months  since,  a  small  wart,  apparently  of  the  common 
kind,  appeared  upon  the  upper  surface  of  the  under  lip,  al)ove  the  mesial 
line  ;  he  plucked  it  out,  and  it  was  soon  reproduced,  and  so  on  a  great 
number  of  times  ;  when  at  length  it  assumed  a  violent  inflammatory  ac- 
tion, which  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  resulted  in  extensive  ulceration, 
and  frequent  hemorrhage  ;  the  general  health  being  very  much  impaired. 
It  made  rapid  progress,  being  developed  to  a  revolting  appearance  in  the 
short  space  of  ten  or  twelve  weeks,  during  which  lime  faith,  herbs,  roots, 
&€.,  were  resorted  to  without  benefit. 

The  patient  was  placed  upon  the  operating  table  with  his  head  ele- 
vated— a  skilful  assistant  stationed  behind  him  to  control  the  hemorrhage 
by  making  steady  and  firm  pressure  with  his  fingers  upon  each  arteria 
facialis  where  it  turns  up  over  the  inferior  maxillary.  The  mass  of 
diseased  lip  was  removed  by  an  incision  from  each  angle  of  the  mouth, 
resembling  in  shape  the  letter  V,  and  meeting  at  the  symphysis  of  the 
chin.  The  hemorrhage  was  arrested  by  torsion,  after  which  the  parts 
were  examined,  the  wound  cleansed,  and  the  edges,  nearly  the  whole 
extent,  approximated  by  the  interrupted  suture  ;  but  union  by  the  first  in- 
tention did  not  take  place,  owing  to  the  extreme  debility,  and  deterioration 
of  the  patient's  health. 

Before  the  operation,  pulse  86,  and  tranquil ;  immediately  after,  96. 

2Sth,  A.  M. — Pulse  80  ;  skin  cool  ;  rested  well,  but  did  not  sleep 
much;  look  a  dose  of  morphine;  the  lip  feels  more  comfortable  than 
was  expected. 

29th. — Slept  pretty  well  last  night;   pulse  80,  and  regular. 

30th. — Did  not  rest  well  last  night,  but  suffered  little  or  no  pain  ; 
pulse  76. 

August  1st. — Removed  the  pins;  the  inferior  part  of  the  wound 
16 
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presents  a  very  unfavorable  appearance,  emitting  considerable  fetor. 
Cleansed  the  surface  of  the  wound  thoroui^lily  with  warm  water,  after 
which  a  weak  solution  of  chloride  of  soda  was  applied,  dressed  with  dry 
lint,  secured  with  adhesive  straps ;  pulse  84,  A  nutritious  diet  and  wine 
prescribed. 

2d. — A  very  favorable  change  has  taken  place  in  the  appearance  of 
the  wound  since  yesterday — is  granulating — discharge  very  much  im- 
proved in  quality. 

2d. — Pidse  85  ;  had  slight  diarrhoea  last  night,  otherwise  rested  very 
well;  bread  and  milk  poultice  to  the  lip;  beef  tea  to  be  given  freely 
through  the  day. 

4th. — Rested  well  last  night  without  an  opiate  ;  wound  looks  well ; 
dressed  with  dry  lint  and  adhesive  straps. 

•3th. — Pulse  SO;  did  not  rest  well  last  night,  without  being  able  to 
assign  any  particular  cause  for  being  restless  ;  both  the  wound  and  the 
discharge  have  a  favorable  appearance — the  latter  being  quite  copious  ; 
says  he  feels  very  well  ;  looks  improved,  and  was  reading  a  book  when 
I  entered  the  ward. 

6th  and  7th. — Doing  very  well. 

8th. — Slept  w-ell  last  night ;  changed  the  dressing  from  lint  to  that  of 
a  bread  and  milk  poultice,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a  more  luxuriant 
growth  of  granulations. 

9th. — Feels  very  well;  the  same  treatment  continued. 

10th. — Doing  well ;    poultice  continued. 

]  1th. — The  same  as  yesterday. 

12th  and  1.3th. — About  the  same. 

14tl). — Rested  well  last  night  under  the  influence  of  an  opiate  ;  de- 
scribes slight  darting  pains,  now  and  then,  from  the  inferior  part  of  the 
wound  (he  says  very  slight  and  not  frequent)  ;  a  small  tuft  of  fungus  has 
sprung  up  in  the  inferior  part  of  the  chasm,  it  is  feared  of  a  malignant 
character,  indicative  of  a  return  of  the  former  disease. 

15th. — Feels  well  ;  the  fungus  has  increased,  particularly  on  the  right 
side  ;  j)oultice  omitted  and  dry  cotton  applied,  secured  by  adhesive  straps, 
making  slight  compression. 

1 6th. — Slept  about  an  hour  last  night  ;   fungus  slightly  diminished. 

17th. — Rested  better  last  night  ;  fungus  diminished, 

18th. — Slept  very  well  last  night;   fungus  rather  less  than  yesterday. 

20th, — Still  diminishing. 

22d. — Had  some  smarting  pain  in  the  lip  yesterday  ;  did  not  sleep  so 
well  last  night. 

24th. — The  fungus  less  than  when  I  saw  him  last. 

26th. — Complains  of  a  little  tightness  in  the  right  side  of  the  lip  where 
the  upper  pin  passed  through  it. 

28ih. — Rested  well  last  night  ;  fungus  nearly  disappeared. 

September  \st. — The  ward  was  transferred  to  Professor  Gross,  by 
whom  the  patient  was  discharged,  cured,  in  a  few  days  ;  and  has  re- 
mained free  from  any  indication  of  a  return  of  the  disease  up  to  the 
present  lime. 
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A  subsequent  operaiion  was  peiToiinod  in  October  last,  to  remedy  a 
slio-ht  defect  which  resulted  fVoin  the  first.  A  cliasni  or  seroi-lunar  notch 
existed,  on  the  ri^ht  side,  just  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  three 
sixteenths  of  an  inch  in  depth  at  the  centre,  throngli  which  the  saliva  was 
prone  to  escape,  especially  in  the  cold  season. 

Two  modes  of  operating  were  proposed,  and  the  probable  results  fully 
explained  to  the  patient.  First,  by  detaching  the  lip  from  the  jaw,  ele- 
vating and  securing  it  appropriately  with  adhesive  straps  and  bandage  ; 
and  the  head  bowed  towards  the  sternuni,  and  secured  in  that  position  un- 
til re-union  was  accomplished.  The  result  of  this  operation  was  fully 
anticipated  and  thoroughly  explained  to  the  patient,  notwithstanding  he 
preferred  it  to  the  following,  which  was  recommended,  and  to  which  he 
voluntarily  said  he  uould  submit  should  the  first  fail. 

The  second  mode,  and  the  one  insisted  upon,  was  to  make  an  incision 
parallel  with  the  base  of  the  lower  jaw  and  the  mouth,  when  closed. 
about  midway  between  the  two,  and  of  a  sufficient  length  to  admit  of 
dissecting  the  lip  from  its  adhesions  (which  were  loose  and  cellular)  ex- 
cept at  the  point  of  deficiency,  elevate  it  sufficiently,  and  secure  it  thus 
by  an  appropriate  dressing  until  re-union  should  take  place  ;  leaving  the 
chasm  made  by  the  horizontal  incision  to  fill  up  by  the  granulating 
process. 

It  is  fair  to  state  that  the  operation  as  performed  was  apparently  suc- 
cessful, but  owing  to  the  rigidity  of  the  cicatrix  and  its  loose  attachiuent, 
the  lip  gradually  gained,  to  some  extent,  its  former  position. 

The  deficiency  in  the  lip  at  the  present  time  is  very  inconsiderable. — 
Western  Lancet. 


DUPUYTREN   AND  ROUX'S   TREATMENT   OF   SURGICAL  DISEASES. 

[A  WORK  on  the  Principal  IMedical  Institutions,  &c.,  of  France,  Italy 
and  Germany,  by  Edwin  Lee,  M.R.C.S.,  has  lately  been  published  in 
London.  The  following  remarks  on  Dupnytren  and  Roux  are  copied 
from  it.] 

In  M.  Dupuytren,  for  many  years  the  principal  surgeon  of  this  Hos- 
pital, were  presented  a  tact  and  quickness  in  seizing  indications  of  treatment, 
joined  to  a  precision  of  diagnosis,  and  a  dexterity  in  the  performance  of  ope- 
rations, rarely  met  with.  By  his  genius,  the  pathology  of  several  diseases, 
formerly  but  little  understood,  was  elucidated,  and  the  advantages  of 
many  improved  methods  of  treating  surgical  disease  which  he  employed, 
have,  since  his  death,  become  more  manifest.  Although  a  knowledge  of 
the  opinions  of  this  celebrated  professor  is  pretty  extensively  difllised  by 
the  publication  of  his  Lecons  Orales,  yet  the  following  brief  sketch  of 
his  views  on  some  important  diseases,  may  prove  acceptable  to  those  who 
have  been  debarred  from  the  perusal  of  his  work. 

The  nervous  or  traumatic  delirium,  which  frequently  supervenes  on  ac- 
cidents and  operations,  and  which,  like  delirium  tremens,  is  marked  by  in- 
somnia, continual   restlessness,  and   absence  of  fever,  was  treated   by  M. 
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Dupuylien  by  enemata  of  a  small  quantity  of  mucilaginous  liquid,  con- 
taining from  six  to  twenty  drops  of  laudanum,  repeated  three  or  four 
times,  if  the  symptoms  persisted,  at  intervals  of  six  hours.  This  small 
quantity  of  laudanum,  so  administered,  produces  a  more  marked  effect 
than  three  times  as  much  taken  by  the  mouth,  and  seldom  fails  to  induce 
sleep,  after  the  failure  of  other  means.  This  kind  of  delirium  leaves  no 
traces  of  its  existence  after  death  ;  it  most  usually  occurs  in  men  of  a 
nervous  habit,  and  occasionally  in  women,  but  has  not  been  observed  in 
children. 

Wounds  of  arteries,  if  recent,  are  best  treated  by  placing  a  ligature  on 
the  vessel  between  the  wounded  part  and  the  heart.  The  only  excep- 
tion to  this  rule  is  w  lien  the  artery  is  wounded  near  the  extremity  of  the 
limb  ;  in  which  case,  in  consequence  of  its  free  communication  with  in- 
osculating branches,  it  is  requisite  to  place  a  ligature  both  above  and  be- 
low the  wounded  part.  A  similar  proceeding  is  required  when  the  lesion 
of  the  vessel  is  of  lon::^  standing,  as  the  edges  of  the  wound  are  then  in- 
capable of  adhesion. 

Gonorrhoeal  ophthalmia  mostly  occurs  from  inoculation,  but  may  su- 
pervene on  suppression  of  the  urethral  discharge,  especially  if  the  patient 
have  been  at  the  same  time  exposed  to  cold  or  other  exciting  causes  of 
ophthalmia.  It  should  be  treated  by  general  and  local  depletion,  revul- 
sives and  emollient  lotions.  These  measures  are,  however,  insufficient, 
unless  combined  with  the  insufflation  of  a  pinch  of  finely-levigated  calomel, 
upon  the  ocular  and  palpebral  conjunctiva,  once  or  twice  a  day.  One 
or  two  drops  of  laudanum  should  also  be  dropped  between  the  eyelids  in 
the  evening.  The  purulent  ophthalmia  of  infants  is  essentially  the  same 
disease,  and  should  be  treated  in  a  similar  manner.  Strumous  ophthal- 
mia was  considered  by  M.  Dupuytren  to  depend  on  inflammation  of  the 
retina,  and  was  treated  by  the  internal  administration  of  belladonna,  com- 
bined with  other  means  indicated  by  the  symptoms.  From  three  to  eight 
grains  of  the  powder,  or  from  one  to  three  grains  of  the  extract  of  bella- 
donna, were  divided  into  six  doses  ;  the  patient  took  one  of  these  every 
two  hours  ;  to  prevent  narcotism,  either  general  or  local.  Seltzer  water 
was  generally  administered  at  the  same  time. 

Gangrena  senilis  is  not,  as  its  name  would  imply,  restricted  to  old  per- 
sons. M.  Dupuytren  has  termed  the  disease  gangrene  symptomatique, 
believing  it  to  depend  upon  inflammation  and  consequent  obliteration  of 
the  arteries  of  the  limb — ossification  of  the  vessels,  to  which  it  was  for- 
merly ascribed,  being  only  an  accidental  coincidence  ;  the  treatment  con- 
sisted in  venesection,  repeated  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms, 
low  diet,  cooling  beverage,  opium  and  other  sedatives,  with  emollient 
cataplasms,  to  the  affected  part.  By  this  treatment  the  average  mor- 
tality is  said  to  be  as  one  to  four.  Previous  to  amputating  a  part  affected 
with  long-standing  disease,  M.  Dupuytren  frequently  established  suppura- 
iori  by  means  of  blisters  on  some  distant  point.  It  was  also  his  prac- 
ice,  after  amputations,  to  wait  an  hour,  sometimes  longer,  before  dressing 
he  stump  ;  by  this  plan  union  by  the  first  intention  took  place  more 
ca  dily,  and  the  likelihood  of  hetnorrhage  was  diminished. 
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In  prolapsus  ani,  M.  Dupuytren  excised  two,  tliree,  or  more  folds  of 
the  skin  on  tlie  margin  of  the  anus,  on  either  side.  A  similar  operation 
was  recommended  by  Mr.  Hey.  No  dressing  is  required,  and  tlie  recur- 
rence of  the  disease  is  effectually  prevented. 

Fissures  at  the  margin  of  the  anus  may  be  divided  into  three  kinds; — 
1st,  those  external  to  the  sphincter,  wliich  are  not  very  painful,  and  do 
not  occasion  spasmodic  contraction  ;  2d,  those  situated  witliin  the  sphinc- 
ter, affecting  principally  the  mucous  membrane — this  kind  causes  tenes- 
mus, and  great  pain,  especially  on  the  patient's  going  to  stool ;  3d,  those 
placed  on  the  same  level  as  the  sphincter,  are  more  serious  and  painful 
than  the  other  kinds,  which  may  generally  be  cured  by  simple  dressiu'fs, 
eiuollient  lotions  and  sedative  applications  ;  whereas  this  variety  requires 
the  division  of  the  sphincter  on  the  fissure.  M.  Dupuytren  was  in  the 
habit  of  prescribing  an  ointment  composed  of  extract  of  belladonna  and 
acetate  of  lead,  of  each  a  drachm  to  an  ounce  of  lard,  for  alleviatiu'r  the 
pain  in  these  diseases. 

M.  Dupuytren  preferred  excision  to  the  ligature  for  the  removal  of  ute- 
rine polypi,  in  consequence  of  the  greater  facility  with  which  the  former 
is  effected,  and  the  few  inconveniences  it  occasions  when  compared  with 
the  latter  method.  The  patient  being  placed  in  the  same  position  as  for 
lithotomy,  a  speculum  is  introduced  into  the  vagina,  so  as  to  exhibit  ihe 
tumor,  which  is  then  seized  with  a  strong  four-hooked  tenaculum,  witli 
long  handles  (pinces  tie  museaux),  and  gradually  brought  down  through 
the  inferior  orifice  of  the  vagina,  the  patient  being  recommended  flurino- 
the  traction  to  strain  as  if  in  labor ;  on  the  division  of  the  pedicle,  the 
uterus  immediately  regains  its  usual  situation.  The  operation  is  not  in 
general  very  painful,  and  bleeding  to  any  extent  very  rarely  occurs. 

M.  Roux  is  justly  considered  as  one  of  the  most  expert  operators  in 
Europe,  and  is  the  author  of  several  works  and  memoirs  on  various 
points  of  surgery  ;  he  has  simplified  and  facilitated  the  [)erformance  of  some 
operations  formerly  but  st-ldom  undertaken,  on  account  of  the  difRculties 
which  they  presented,  as  staphyloraphy,  perineoraphy,  &,c.  His  manner 
towards  patients  is  kind  and  considerate.  M.  Roux,  however,  in  common 
with  the  majority  of  French  surgeons,  has  seldom  recourse  to  medicine  in 
the  treatment  of  surgical  disease;  hence,  in  my  opinion,  the  greater  num- 
ber of  operations,  and  the  greater  inortality  among  the  operated  in  Pa- 
risian than  in  British  hospitals.  During  the  periods  of  my  attendance 
in  his  wards,  several  interesting  cases  have  fallen  under  my  observa-tion, 
a  few  of  which  I  have  recorded,  as  serving  to  illustrate  his  practice. 
Among  others,  was  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  in  a  female 
aged  seventy,  in  which  the  double  inclined  plane  was  used.  Although 
M.  Roux  believes  that  this  fracture  unites  by  bone,  yet  in  this  instance, 
on  account  of  the  age  of  the  patient,  he  contented  himself  with  keeping 
the  limb  at  rest  until  the  pain  and  swelling  subsided,  after  which  she 
was  allowed  to  get  about  on  crutches,  as  recommended  in  similar  cases 
by  Sir  A.  Cooper.  In  fractures  of  the  leg  the  limb  is  placed  in  the 
extended  position,  the  ordinary  apparatus,  viz.,  the  many-tailed  bandaL^e, 
and  a  junk,  formed  by  a  broad  piece  of  linen  cloth,  passing   beneath,  and 
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enclosing  narrow  lateral  splints,  which  are  approximated  to  the  limb,  and 
fixed  by  tape  ban<is  ;  long  comi)res3es,  or  bags  filled  with  chaff  of  oats, 
being  placed  wlihin  them,  to  prevent  undne  pressure.  M.  Roux  (and, 
indeed,  most  of  the  Parisian  surgeons)  applies  the  dressings  himself  in 
important  cases,  and  especially  excels  in  the  application  of  bandages. 
Dressings  are  for  the  most  part  simple;  a  linen  rag,  perforated  with 
holes,  and  smeared  with  cerate,  is  applietl  to  suppurating  wounds,  over 
this  charpie,  to  absorb  the  matter,  unless  when  this  is  too  abundant,  or 
the  state  of  the  wound  requires  it,  in  which  cases  poultices  are  employed. 
M.  Roux  prefers  lithotomy  in  cases  of  stone,  using  the  gorget  or  bistouri 
cache.  In  fistula  ani  he  exercises  the  fistulous  tract,  after  division  of  the 
sphincter :  considering  that  this  method  prevents  the  recurrence  of  the 
disease.  He  operates  for  cataract  exclusively  by  extraction,  and  only  at 
stated  seasons.  One  of  the  last  operations  which  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  M.  Roux  perform,  was  for  a  carcinomatous  tumor  of  the 
tongue,  seated  near  its  root.  As  the  part  could  not  be  reached  by  the 
mouth,  the  soft  parts  were  divided  beneath  the  lower  jaw,  by  incisions 
extending  laterally  along  the  bone,  and  the  tongue  with  the  tumor  drawn 
out  beneath  with  the  pinces  de  museaux.  The  diseased  portion  was 
then  excised,  and  the  wound  was  closed  by  sutures.  The  patient  lost  a 
good  deal  of  blood,  and  fainted  during  the  operation  ;  he  did  not  survive 
more  than  three  days.  A  similar  operation  was  performed  with  success 
by  the  professor  of  surgery  at  Pisa,  Regnoli,  which  induced  M.  Roux  to 
adoDt  it  in  this  instance. 


CASE  OF  PLACENTAL  PRESENTATION.  - 

[Communioated  Tor  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .Journal.] 

September  19th,  1843. — Mrs.  S.  T.  has  been  very  unwell  since  the 
fifth  month  of  gestation,  and  has  expected  to  be  confined  between  the 
first  and  fifteenth  of  next  month.  It  is  her  fifth  pregnancy,  three  of 
which  terminated  at  the  full  period,  and  one  (the  first)  by  abortion  early 
in  the  fourth  month.  No  serious  hemorrhage  has  attended  either  of  the 
previous  labors.  1  was  called  to  her  first,  July  6th,  on  account  of 
hemorrhage  after  having  fatigued  herself  more  than  usual,  picking  berries. 
It  had  stopped  before  my  arrival,  and  I  could  not  learn  that  any  great 
amount  of  blood  had  been  lost;  but  as  there  was  increased  excitement  I 
bled  her,  and  ordered  rest  and  a  low  diet.  Since  that  time  she  has  had  sud- 
den gushes  of  flooding,  sometimes  when  about  her  work,  and  at  other  times 
when  aslee[):  occuriing  much  more  frequently  during  the  last  month,  and 
attended  with  uterine  pains,  which  have  repeatedly  led  her  to  liastily  sum- 
mon her  attendants,  only  to  be  dismissed  after  a  few  hours.  I  was  called 
at  5.^  o'clock  this  morning  ;  learned  that  she  had  been  taken  with  pains 
and  liemorrhage  last  evening,  and  that  the  waters  had  been  discharged 
about  two  hours  since.  She  was  lying  in  a  puddle  of  blood,  with  cloths 
thick  about  and  under  the  bed  saturated  with  the  same  vital  fluid.  She 
was  faint,  pulse  scarcely  percej)tible  at  the  wrist ;  with  a  dusky,  deeply- 
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flushed  face  ;  livid  lips;  heavy  eyes  ;  and  cold,  doughy  skin.  Upon  ex- 
amination, per  vaginam,\  found  ray  worst  anticipations  realized — the 
placenta  entirely  covering  the  os  uteri,  which  witli  difiicully  athnitted 
the  finger  sufficiently  to  determine  this  fact.  The  contractions  of  the 
uterus  were  feeble,  attended  with  weak  infantile  groans  occurring  from 
three  to  five  minutes  apart,  and  not  attended  with  any  perceptible  iietnor- 
rhage.  I  considered  her  at  this  time  too  much  exhausted,  even  if  the  os 
uteri  had  been  sufficiently  dilated,  to  permit  the  attempt  to  introduce  the 
hand,  and  deliver  by  turning ;  and  much  less  likely  would  she  have  been 
to  have  borne  the  forcible  dilatation  of  the  uterine  mouth.  Accordingly 
she  was  kept  perfectly  quiet,  and  stimulants,  as  diluted  alcohol,  ammonia, 
&ic.,  were  moderately  but  steadily  administered.  Her  pulse  gradually 
improved  in  strength,  and  her  pains  became  somewhat  more  expulsive, 
and  at  10,  A.  M.,  the  os  uteri  had  attained  the  size  of  a  dollar,  and  was 
soft  and  patulous.  I  was  now  about  to  commence  the  operation  of  turn- 
ing, when  a  gush  of  blood,  producing  temporary  faininess,  convinced  me 
that  further  delay  would  be  extremely  hazardous.  Waiting  a  few  mo- 
ments for  the  faintness  to  pass  away,  I  passed  my  left  hand,  previously 
oiled,  into  the  vagina,  and  conmienced  detaching  the  placenta  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  right  sacro-iliac  symphysis.  No  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  its  separation,  nor  in  reaching  the  feet,  except  having  occasionally  to 
wait  a  short  time  for  the  now  more  frequent  contractions  of  the  uterus 
to  pass  over.  The  feet  were  brought  down  one  at  a  time,  and  the  de- 
livery accomplished  at  half  past  11,  A.  M.,  and  a  very  slight  loss  of 
blood,  just  sufficient  to  dampen  the  cloth  at  the  vulva,  has  as  yet  (12, 
noon)  occurred.  The  uterus  is  contracted  into  its  ball  shajie  in  the  pel- 
vis, hard  and  tender.  The  pulse  are  scarcely  perceptible  at  the  wrist ; 
the  skin  cold,  damp  and  pale;  the  countenance  sallow  and  shrunken. 
She  complains  of  great  distress  under  the  sternum,  occurring  in  parox- 
ysms, with  a  constant  and  at  times  uncontrollable  restlessness.  Every 
movement,  however  slight,  is  followed  by  faintness,  and  occasionally  by 
nausea  and  vomllino:.  Prescribed  perfect  rest,  with  the  head  low  ;  free 
circulation  of  air  through  the  room.     Alcohol  and  chicken  broih. 

2  o'clock,  P.  M. — Have  detected  no  hemorrhage.  She  is  mode- 
rately improved  in  appearance  and  feeling. 

3. — Still  improving,  pulse  distinctly  perceptible,  though  very  frequent, 
from  150  to  200  the  minute. 

4. — Epigastric  region  bloated  full  ;  eructates,  bringing  up  without 
nausea  the  fluids  taken  into  the  stomach  unchanged.  IMore  restless,  evi- 
dently sinking. 

5. — Declining  still ;  pulse  imperceptible  again  ;  great  distress  vmder 
the  sternum  ;  uncontrollable  restlessness. 

7. — Has  just  expired — mind  unclouded  to  the  last. 

Remarks. — Having  thus  given  a  brief  history  of  this  most  melancholy 
case,  which  illustrates  one  of  the  most  fearful  forms  of  preternatural  labor, 
it  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  review  it  carefully  and  see  whether  any 
means  were  neglected  which,  had  they  been  used,  would  have  improved 
the  prospects  of  recovery.     With  regard  to   the  delay  in  calling  medical 
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aid  duiing  the  night,  I  can  only  Siiy    it  was  contrary  to  my  express  direc- 
tions about  a  week    previous,  when  I  last  saw  my  patient  before  the  fatal 
1 9th.     My  fears  were  then  stated  to  the  family,  and  they  were  directed 
not  to  (lelav  whenever  hemorrha<re  should  occur.     Living   about  three 
miles  horn  her,  and  anticipating  what  was  in  reality  her  condition,  though 
I  had  been  unable  to  determine  it  by  an  examination,  I  felt  the  necessity 
that  probably  would   exist  for  decided  action  whenever  uterine  contrac- 
tion should  really   commence.     Cases   of  this  character,  fortunately,  are 
rare  ;  yet  when  ihey  do  happen    in   the  country,  more  or  less  time  must 
be  consumed  in  obtaining  medical  aid,  for  the  loss  of  which,  though  some- 
times irreparable  to  the  patient,  no  blame  can  be   attached   to  the  physi- 
cian.    The  ainoimt   of  blood   lost   before   my  arrival,  though   it   had  re- 
duced her  to  a  state  of  incomplete  collapse,  had  not,  in  my  opinion,  at  the 
time,  rendered  the  os  uteri  safely  dilatable.     Force  might  have  opened  a 
passage  for  the  hand,  and    with   sufficient  strength   delivery  might  have 
been  accomplished  ;  but  would  the  prospects  of  the  patient  have  been  made 
better?     Even  had  she  been  so  fortunate  as   to   have  sustained  the  first 
shock,  would  the  danger  of  rupture  of  the  uterus,  or  of  inflammation  con- 
sequent on  the  necessary  violence  of  such  a  proceeding,  have  been  coun- 
terbalanced   by  the  prospective   advantage?     It  is,  I  believe,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  this  kind — amidst  this   very  complication  of  difficulties — 
that  the  plug  becomes  for  a  time  our  sheet  anchor;  and  though  its  value  is 
here  variously  estimated  by  writers  on  midwifery — being  approved  by  Le 
Roux,  John  Burns,  Dewees,  Davis,  Francis   Ramsbotham,  &:c.,  and  op- 
posed by  Stewart,  Gardien,  Jas.  Hamilton,  &£C. — yet  if  it  produce  but  a 
momentary  arrest  of  the   current  of  blood,  it   affords   an  o[>portunity  for 
coagulation.  Nature's  method  of  plugging  up  the   bleeding  extremities  of 
the  torn  vessels.     To  effect  this,  requires  but  a  moment,  as  the  blood,  at 
the  period  of  labor,  appears  to  possess  in   an  eminent  degree  the  quality 
of  rapidly  coagulating,  a  property  which  I   do  not  recollect  having  seen 
noticed,  yet  of  the  existence  of  which  1  think  any  one  will  be  convinced 
who  introduces  his  hand  into  the   uteius  during  flooding,  and  feels  the 
discharged  blood  coagulating  about   it   with  the  sudflenness  and  ener<:y  of 
spasm.     The  plug   takes  advantage  of  this  principle,  for  as  the   blood 
comes  from  vessels  (or  placental  cells,  according  to  J.  Hamilton)  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  os  tineas,  and  is  poured  so  directly  into  the  va- 
gina as  to  aftord  no  opportunity  for  even    the  momentary  delay  requisite 
for  coagulation    to  comn)ence,  it   supplies   this  starting  point,  restraining 
the  hemorrhage  while  the  cervix  dilates  or  becomes  dilatable  ;  or  for   the 
patient,  when  too  much  exhausted  to  permit  the  operation,  to  recruit  suffi- 
ciently to  midergo  it.     The  plug,  however,  was  not  used   in   this  case, 
owing  to  the  flooding   having  ceased  before  my  arrival.     She  was  con- 
stantly watched,  and   but  one  small  gush  of  blood  took   place,  and  that  at 
the  very  moment  when  about   to  commence   turning;  an  operation  easily 
performed,  and  attended  with  the   loss  of  an  unusually  small   quantity  of 
blood.     Delivery  of  the  child  and  secundines  having  been  accomplished, 
precautions  were   immediately  taken  to  prevent  the  further  draining  of  an 
already  exhausted  system.     Absolute  quiet  was  enforced,  a  cl'Mh  was  ap- 
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plied  to  the  vulva,  and  retained  accurately  in  its  place  by  a  bandage 
round  the  limbs,  and  the  hand  was  placed  on  the  naked  abdomen,  follow- 
ing up  the  uterus  till  it  contracted  itself  into  a  bard  ball,  and  continued 
in  that  condition  for  more  than  two  hours.  No  loss  of  blood  was  de- 
tected after  delivery,  and  as  the  uterus  remained  hard  while  the  patient 
for  a  time  revived,  1  felt  at  rest  with  regard  to  further  hemorrhage.  Yet 
I  now  believe  that  my  patient  died  from  the  loss  of  blood,*  and  that  the 
quantity  that  decided  her  fate,  though  probably  small,  was  lost  after  de- 
livery. At  the  time  I  reasoned,  that  if  no  draining  appeared  externally, 
and  the  uterus  maintained  its  ball-like  contraction,  nothing  further  could 
be  lost  to  the  system,  and  acted  accordingly  ;  but  upon  more  mature  re- 
flection, I  am  convinced  that,  even  with  these  precautions,  and  with  the 
fundus  and  body  of  the  uterus  fully  contracted,  hemorrhage  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  destroy  life,  in  one  so  much  reduced,  might  have 
occurred,  from  the  relaxed  vessels  of  the  cervix  filling  the  recently  dis- 
tended vagina  with  coagula,  and  not  a  drop  necessarily  appear  at  the 
external  orifice.  It  were  worse  than  useless  to  regret  an  error  or  omis- 
sion, if  our  future  practice  were  not  to  be  improved  by  it ;  and  it  is  only 
from  a  scrutinizing  review  of  the  management  of  such  cases  as  are  con- 
stantly falling  under  our  observation,  that  all  that  constitutes  real  expe- 
rience is  obtained.  He  that  calls  up  and  examines  his  unfortunate  cases, 
honestly  detecting  I}is  errors,  and  fearlessly  looking  them  in  the  face, 
learns  thereby  to  avoid  them  in  future,  and  early  becomes  an  experienced 
and  skilful  practitioner;  while  he  who  views  such  cases  as  fatal  from  ne- 
cesssity,  the  consequence  of  unblessed  means,  to  be  forgotten  as  soon 
as  the  grave  covers  their  victim,  will  be  likely  always  to  have  enough  to 
forget.  The  use  of  the  ergot  suggested  itself  to  me  at  the  time,  but 
owing  to  its  not  being  at  hand,  was  not  used.  Considerable  time  was 
lost  in  delivering  the  body  and  head,  which  might  have  been  saved  had 
this  agent  been  employed,  and  a  more  complete  contraction  of  the  uterus 
obtained. 

Another  idea  has  been  suggested  to  my  mind,  and  that  is,  whether 
the  patient's  chance  would  not  have  been  bettered  by  the  entire  re- 
moval of  the  placenta  before  proceeding  to  the  delivery  of  the  child. 
No  hemorrhage  occurred  during,  the  separation  of  the  portion  neces- 
sary for  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  and  numerous  cases  are  on  record 
showing  that  frequently  all  further  hemorrhage  ceases  on  the  separation 
of  the  placenta,  and  that  the  mother  and  child  are  occasionally  both 
saved  by  such  an  effort  of  nature.  In  this  country  a  case  occurred  to 
Dr.  R.  S.  Kissam,  of  New  York,  in  which  the  placenta  was  thrown  off 
and  expelled  entire  from  the  mother,  and  in  about  three  minutes  after  a 
living  child  followed.  Another  case  also  occurred  to  one  of  Dr.  Fran- 
cis's students  of  the  South,  in  which  the  placenta  was  expelled  about 
an  hour  previous  to  the  birth  of  the  child  ;  the  mother  did  well. — (Den- 
man's  Midwifery  by  Francis,  Note,  p.  560-61,  Ed.  1829.)     It  is  in- 


*  It  has  been  suagested  to  me  that  there  might  have  been  a  laceration   of  the  iitenis  ;  but  the 
local  and  general  symptoms  of  the  case  do  not  in  the  least  indicate  such  a  state  of  things. 
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deed  almost  the  only  way  nature  ever  can  complete  the  delivery  where  the 
placenta  is  implanted  centrally  over  the  os  uteri,  and  accordingly  the 
history  of  sucli  case^  is  not  rare.  Smellie  has  recorded  three,  La  Motte 
three,  I.  Ramsbotham  has  given  three  that  came  under  his  own  observa- 
tion, and  two  others  communicated  by  friends.  Baudelocque,  Perfect, 
Merriinan  and  Barlow  each  mention  a  case.  Collins,  J.  Hamilton  and 
F.  H,  Ramsbotham,  each  have  met  with  two  cases,  and  others  are  scat- 
tered through  the  various  periodicals. — (Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  Am. 
Ed.,  p.  S40.)  Now,  though  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  to  wait  for 
nature  to  complete  the  labor,  which  she  would  probably  be  able  only 
occasionally  to  accomplish,  yet,  as  a  general  rule,  artificial  aid  is  the 
most  efficient  that  imitates  most  nearly  the  natural  process.  While  the 
placenta  is  separating,  the  patient  is  in  constant  and  imminent  danger; 
but  when  once  separated,  and  the  labor,  whether  natural  or  assisted,  is 
progressing,  all  hemorrhage  ceases,  and  fiequently  the  woman  survives, 
though  delivery  may  not  be  completed  in  some  hours  afterwards.  In  one 
of  Collins's  cases  it  was  "  ascertained  that  the  placenta  had  been  expelled 
the  evening  before  her  admission,  and  separated  by  a  midwife  in  attend- 
ance." "She  left  the  Hospital  well  on  the  I3th  day." — (Collins's 
Midwifery,  Amer.  Ed.,  p.  57.)  The  separation  of  the  placenta  can 
be  easily  accomplished  by  the  hand,  and  when  once  out  of  the  way  the 
labor  can  certainly  be  more  easily  completed  either  by  the  ergot  or 
by  turning.  S.    A.  Cook. 

Buskirk's  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  6,  1843. 


PHRENO-MAGNETISM— JNO.  II. 

[Comraunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .lournal.] 

The  fundamental  opposition  of  Mesmerism  to  Phrenology  consists  in 
the  one  being  a  science  of  Spiritualism  ;  and  the  other,  Materialism.  It  is 
true,  some  phrenologists  profess  to  disclaim  the  imputation  of  materialism, 
and  even  manifest  a  degree  of  impatience  lest  the  stigma  which  such  a 
charge  conveys  may  be  fastened  on  them.  The  brain,  say  they,  may  be 
the  material  instrument  of  thought,  and  its  separate  parts  may  be  the 
material  instruments  of  separate  faculties,  and  in  the  vague  generality  of 
the  expression  they  hope  to  confound  all  those  who  would  urge  the  ob- 
vious bearings  of  the  system,  as  an  objection  against  it.  But  phrenology 
is  either  sense  or  nonsense.  The  expression  above  quoted  means  either 
something  or  nothing.  If  the  brain  assists  the  mind  in  thinking,  it  must 
be  by  virtue  of  certain  vital  or  physical  properties  which  it  possesses,  con- 
ducive to  that  effect.  If  different  parts  of  the  brain  assist  different  facul- 
ties of  the  mind  in  their  exercise,  it  must  be  by  certain  physical  or  vital 
properties  appropriate  to  each  part.  Each  organ  is  possessed  of  a  vital  or 
physical  endowment,  distinct  and  specific,  and  diffei-ent  from  the  physical 
or  vital  endowment  of  every  other  organ,  which  enables  the  mind  to  mani- 
fest the  corresponding  faculty.  There  is,  for  instance,  a  peculiar  vital 
or  physical  endowment — a  sort  of  slate-and-pencil  quality — in  the  organ 
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of  calculation;  a  sort  of  clock-like  quality  in  the  organ  of  time  ;  a  pa- 
tent-balance quality  in  the  organ  of  weight ;  neither  of  which,  of  itself, 
marks  time,  or  weighs,  or  calculates,  but  which  respectively  assist  the 
mind  in  the  estimation  of  number,  time  and  weight.  A  dilierent  specific 
property  enables  the  mind  to  judge  of  the  harmony  of  colors,  hom  that 
wliich  enables  it  in  the  organ  of  tune  to  feel  the  harmony  ol  sounds. 
This  is  what  phrenology  amounts  to,  in  its  final  analysis.  To  this  di- 
lemma would  those  of  its  disciples  reduce  themselves,  who  seek  to  escape 
the  imputation  that  matter  thinks — a  metaphysical  assumption  contradict- 
ed by  (he  facts  of  consciousness,  coupled  with  a  physiological  hypothesis 
at  variance  with  every  known  principle  of  physiology  :  a  multiple  of 
faculties,  where  consciousness  testifies  to  but  one  ;  a  multiple  ol  organs, 
where  reason  declares  there  should  be  but  one,  and  obserration  reveals 
but  one.  It  is  true,  by  admission,  the  mind  is  a  distinct  entity  ;  it  is 
true,  it  is  an  immaterial  principle ;  it  is  true,  in  short,  that  it  has  the 
power  of  estimating  number,  weight,  time,  tune,  color,  Sic,  and  that 
these  powers,  in  fact,  form  part  of  the  very  definition  of  mind  ;  but  yet 
there  is  a  mysterious  something,  nobody  knows  what,  that  renders  neces- 
sary the  creation  of  thirty-six  or  more  vital  principles  or  new  entities  to 
enable  these  powers  to  act — that  is,  to  be  powers.  This  new  paradox 
is  to  be  incorporated  in  the  second  edition  of  phrenology.  And  all  this 
relates  to  a  part  homogeneous  in  texture,  uniform  and  continuous  in  struc- 
ture, identical  in  chemical  analysis — a  part  which  the  whole  analogy  of 
nature  declares  is  one,  and  has  but  one  vital  or  physical  office  to  perform 
throughout  tlie  mass  of  material  particles  that  compose  it. 

Now  if  the  old  maxim  is  true  that  nothing  is  formed  in  vain,  we  ask 
what  need  there  was  of  the  creation  of  these  separate  entities,  after  the 
creation  of  the  mind  and  its  separate  faculties ;  or  what  need  was  there 
of  the  creation  of  the  mind  and  its  faculties,  after  the  creation  of  these 
entities?  It  was  not  a  sufficient  violation  of  the  rules  of  right  reasoning, 
to  cut  up  a  part  of  the  human  body  which  all  the  analogy  of  nature  de- 
clares to  have  the  same  office  to  perform  throughout  every  particle  com- 
posing it  ;  but  unphilosophical  as  it  was,  on  the  supposition  that  thought 
was  an  effect  of  matter,  that  the  brain  produced  mind,  to  divide  it  arbitra- 
rily into  parts  and  assign  to  each  of  these  parts  a  mental  faculty,  there 
was  a  bare  possibility  that  there  might  be  some  principle  of  convenience 
or  necessity,  according  to  which  nature  chose  such  an  arrangement.  But 
the  scheme  which  does  this  in  the  first  place,  and  then  assigns  to  the 
mind  a  distinct  existence  independent  of  these  organs,  and  yet  incapable 
of  acting  without  them,  is  so  opposite  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
all  science,  so  much  at  variance  with  that  instinctive  principle  of  the  hu- 
man mind  which  impels  it  ever  to  diminish  the  number  of  causes,  that 
nothing  but  the  most  overwhelming  proofs  will  ever  dispose  it  to  rest 
satisfied  with  it.  It  will  ask,  and  ask  forever — If  the  mind  exists,  and  its 
faculties,  what  need  of  the  organs?  If  the  organs  exist,  and  their  spe- 
cific properties,  what  need  of  the  mind  ? 

The  phrenologist  is  therefore  much  too  sensitive,  who  imagines  him- 
self to  be  reproached  when  called   a   materialist.     When   he  refers  cha- 
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racter  to  the  conformation  of  the  brain  ;  when  he  considers  education  of 
value  only  as  it  enlarf;es  certain  parts  of  it;  when,  under  the  necessary- 
laws  of  material  substance,  he  considers  virtue  as  synonymous  with  good 
luck,  and  crime  as  one  witii  misfortune,  any  idea  he  can  have  of  mind, 
as  an  independent  existence  possessed  of  powers  and  susceptibilities, 
must  be  a  feeble  one,  and  he  had  better  banish  it  altoiiether.  We  there- 
fore beg  leave  to  understand  phrenology  as  understood  by  Spurzheim.  It 
came  into  the  world  Materialism,  and  it  will  go  out  of  the  world  Ma- 
terialism. 

That  it  is  impossible  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  Mesmerism  by  any 
material  hypothesis,  must  appear  evident  to  any  one  who  attentively  ex- 
amines the  bearings  of  ail  tlie  facts.     The  supposition  that  they  can  de- 
pend on  any  vital  or  physical  property  of  nervous  tissue,  is  set  at  rest  at 
once,  by  the  fact  of  the   transmission  of  the  Mesmeric  influence  where 
there  is  no  nervous  channel.     The  doctrine  of  a  fluid  ether,  so  captivating 
from  its  apparent  simplicity,  fails  to  give   a  complete   account    of  the 
phenomena.     If  such   a  medium  exists  at  all,  it  exists  under  the  control 
of  the  mind,  and  plays  but  a   very  subordinate   part.     Does  it  comport 
with  the  doctrine  of  a  fluid,  or  anything  material,  to  be  propelled  by  the 
volition  of  one  individual  upon  another,  when  it  is   unknown  to  the  fii-st 
person  to  what  spot  under  the  canopy  of  Heaven  to  direct   it.     If  the 
fluid  knows  the  way  itself,  it  is  intelligent,  and  should  be  called  mind. 
There  are   facts   which   seem  to  insinuate  that  time  as  well   as  space  is 
annihilated  in  the  Mesmeric  sleep — some  astounding,  though  well-authen- 
ticated statements,  of  somnambulists  foretelling  future  events,  or  recalling 
the  past  with   a  fidelity  which   knows  no  mistake.     But  what  kind  of  a 
fluid  is  that  which  flows  forward  a  century  hence,  or  takes  its  rise  a  cen- 
tury behind  us  ?     Besides,  the  old-fashioned  objection  to  materialism  still 
holds  good  against  this  doctrine  of  a  fluid,  viz.,  the  entire  want  of  re- 
semblance between  the  action  of  mind  and  matter.     We  may  unrol  elec- 
tricity until  we  come  to  magnetism,  and  from  these  to  light,  and  thence  to 
a  fluid  ether  double  refined,  and  so  on,  nd  infiniium,  taking  off  envelope 
after  envelope,  without  arriving  at  a  single  intermediate  idea  between  it 
and  thought,   to   bridge  over   the   interval   which  separates    mind    from 
matter. 

But  if  we  suppose  this  fluid  to  exist  in  subordination  to  mind,  and  that 
the  change  in  the  mind's  relations  wrought  by  magnetism  is  confined  to 
it  (viz.,  the  fluid) — a  hypothesis  maintained  by  Townsend — we  are 
compelled  at  last  to  another  supposition,  more  forced  than  gratuitous. 
Tiiis  gentleman  assigns  to  every  thought  in  the  mind  a  specific  motion  in 
the  nervous  fluid  within  the  brain,  which  the  mind  perceives,  and  makes 
a  sign  for  that  idea,  as  it  makes  words  stand  for  things.  This  know- 
ledge comes  by  intuition.  And  having  by  Mesmerism  raised  the  inten- 
sity of  this  fluid  a  thousand  fold  or  more,  and  thus  having  given  rise  to  a 
new  series  of  nervous  motions  which  are  also  to  stand  as  signs,  but  which 
the  mind,  not  being  accustomed  to,  does  not  understand,  he  introduces  a 
second  process  of  intuition  to  enable  the  mind  to  learn  the  ideas  which 
these  new  signs  stand  for.     He  does  not  seem   to  consider  that  it  is  just 
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as  easy  for  the  inind  to  learn  by  intuition  the  ideas  these  signs  stand  for, 
as  the  signs  themselves,  in  the  first  place;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to 
call  for  a  second  process  of  intuition  to  give  the  mind  a  knowledge  of  these 
motions  and  tlie  Ideas  they  stand  for,  is  making  a  great  demand  on  tlie 
generosity  of  nature. 

Such  results  as  tliese  show  the  utter  futility  of  attempting  to  account 
for  the  operations  of  the  mind  by  the  laws  of  matter.  A  theory  which 
would  generalize  the  operations  of  the  mind  in  somnambulism  along  with 
those  in  its  natural  condition,  must  be  founded  on  an  element  common  to 
both  states.  Does  materialism  afford  such  an  element  ?  No.  Does 
spiritualism  ?  Yes.  We  believe  that  it  can  be  satisfactorily  established 
that  there  is  one  essential  prerequisite  to  every  form  of  new  knowledge 
which  enters  the  mind.  This  universal  antecedent  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  an  act  of  attention  of  the  mind  or  agent  itself.  Nothing  is 
more  obvious  than  the  fact,  than  all  the  internal  operations  of  the  mind 
are  preceded  by  an  act  of  attention.  It  is  attention  that  associates  facts 
together  and  gives  rise  to  memory.  It  is  attention  that  compares  and 
produces  judgments.  And  when  any  one  of  the  organs  of  sense  fails  to 
perform  its  office,  it  is  by  attending  to  the  sensations  of  another,  that  the 
mind  supplies  its  place.  The  simple  and  relative  suggestion,  to  which 
Dr.  Brown  reduces  the  mental  faculties,  and  the  defect  in  the  comparing 
power,  by  which  Dr.  Conolly  explains  the  various  forms  of  insanity,  are 
dependent  on  the  degree  of  attention  the  mind  is  capable  of  exercis- 
ing. In  somnambulism  the  only  fact  apparent  to  observation,  previous 
to  the  patient's  seeing  through  opaque  media,  is  an  act  of  attention  ;  and, 
what  is  more  to  the  point,  it  is  evident  the  greater  the  effort  of  attention 
the  more  perfect  is  the  result.  Under  the  ordinary  condition  of  sensa- 
tion, indeed,  the  exercise  of  attention  is  not  so  obvious.  But  when  we 
take  into  consideration  the  circumstance  that  there  is  no  connection  be- 
tween the  physical  motions  excited  on  the  nerves  and  the  ideas  subse- 
quently arising  in  the  mind,  the  supposition  tiiat  these  physical  motions 
are  intended  merely  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  mind,  is  as  reasonable, 
a  priori,  as  any  other. 

Some  mental  philosophers,  as  Dr.  Brown  and  Cousin,  assert,  on  the 
evidence  of  consciousness,  that  the  mind  must  be  active  in  sensation  as 
well  as  in  its  other  operations.  If  they  are  correct,  this  activity  consists 
in  the  power  of  directing  its  attention.  And  we  have  the  evidence  of  con- 
sciousness that  an  act  of  attention  precedes  every  sensitive  cognition  in 
the  mind.  Now  if  we  couple  this  with  the  last  fact  in  the  series  reveal- 
ed by  observation,  viz.,  a  physical  modification  of  a  nerve,  we  have  in  the 
latter  an  universal  antecedent,  and  in  the  former  an  universal  consequent  ; 
and  we  are  l)ound  to  consider  them  as  cause  and  effect.  A  physical 
modification  of  a  nerve,  an  act  of  attention,  a  sensitive  cognition,  is  then 
the  order  of  phenomena  in  ordinary  sensation.  T.  B.  C. 

November  22c/,  1843. 
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Dr.  March's  Surgical  Clinique,  Saturday,  November  4,  1843. 
Case  1. — iMrs.  D.  P.  Lupus  of  nose,  with  ulceration  extending  to  the 
fauces.  This  case  has  been  under  treatment  for  some  time  by  local  appli- 
cations ot  nitrate  of  silver  and  creosote,  which  have  succeeded  in  arresting 
the  progress  of  the  ulcerations.  The  hyd.  potassae,  combined  with  the 
ext.  of  conium  maculatum,  was  ordered  as  a  constitutional  remedy. 

2. — J.  R.  P.,  the  patient  with  a  lacerated  arm,  was  presented  for  the 
last  lime,  the  ulcers  being  nearly  healed. 

3. — The  infant  of  Mr.  J.  V.  A.,  last  Saturday  operated  on  for  hare- 
lip, was  to-day  brought  forward.  Union  by  the  first  intention  has  taken 
place,  improving  the  appearance  of  the  lip  in  a  great  degree. 

4. — P.  M.  Chronic  ophthalmia,  with  considerable  opacity  of  cornea. 
The  patient  stated  that  the  opacity  was  slowly  improving.  Mercurials 
were  advised,  with  a  view  of  promoting  its  further  absorption. 

5. — Infant  of  M.  S.,  vdi.  8  months,  was  brought  forward  with  talipes 
varus  of  both  feet.  An  operation  for  the  cure  of  the  deformity  was  per- 
formed upon  the  left,  by  dividing  the  tendo-Acliillis  and  the  contracted 
margin  of  the  plantar  aponeurosis.  The  principles  of  treatment  were 
explained. 

6. — S.  W.,  the  gentleman  upon  whose  left  eye  the  operation  for 
strabismus  was  done  last  Saturday.  The  operation  has  been  perfectly 
successful.     Some  fungous  granulations  required  touching  with  nit.  argent. 

7. — J.  L.,  ffit.  22,  came  forward  for  the  relief  of  a  deformity  of  the 
lower  lip  caused  by  ulceration.  An  operation  similar  to  that  required  in 
hare-lip  was  performed,  by  removing  sufficient  to  reduce  the  gap  to  the 
shape  of  the  letter  V.     The  cut  margins  were  united  by  two  sutures. 

8. — T.  P.  Q.,  ffit.  40  years.  This  patient  had  a  vascular  tumor,  or 
an  aneurism  by  anastomosis,  upon  the  cliin,  projecting  about  three  fourths 
ol  an  inch.  The  sub-meatal  arteries  were  greatly  enlarged,  as  were  also 
all  of  the  arteries  in  its  neighborhood.  The  whole  tumor  pulsated  quite 
strongly,  but  all  pulsation  could  be  stopped  by  firm  pressure  around  it.  It 
was  first  discovered  fourteen  years  ago.  Dr.  March  proceeded  to  extir- 
pate it  by  making  a  vertical  incision  through  the  integuments,  and  the  dis- 
eased erectile  tissue  was  rapidly  dissected  away.  Several  large  arteries 
were  divided,  but  the  hemorrhage  was  controlled  by  the  fingers  of  assist- 
ants till  ligatures  could  be  applied.  Ten  arteries  required  ligatures.  To 
guard  against  tlie  re-appearance  of  the  disease,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
make  the  wound  heal  by  suppuration  and  granulation.  It  was  accord- 
ingly stuffed  with  lint,  and  dressed  by  compresses  and  roller. 

Saturday,  November  11,  1843. — Cask  I. — Infant  of  M.  S.,  last 
week  operated  on  for  talipes.     Much  improved.     Dressed. 

2. — E.  S.,  from  Troy.  Three  weeks  since  received  a  cut  near  the 
ankle.  It  was  treated  as  a  simple  cut,  but  has  never  united,  while  there 
has  been  a  constant  discharge  of  a  limpid  fluid.  It  does  not  communi- 
cate with  the  cavity  of  the  joint,  nor  with  the  sheath  of  any  tendon ; 
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the  discharge  was  considered  by  Dr.  March  to  proceed  from  the  open 
mouth  of  a  lymphatic  which  communicated  with  the  ulcer.  For  its  cure 
he  advised  tliat  the  ulcer  should  be  included  within  two  semi-elliptical  in- 
cisions and  removed  ;  the  wound  could  then  be  united  by  the  first 
intention. 

3. — On  Wednesday  of  this  week  Mr.  L.  K.,  of  Essex  Co.,  set.  35 
years,  was  operated  upon  before  the  class,  for  the  removal  of  a  tumor 
in  the  abdominal  walls,  which  was  found  in  the  sheath  beneath  the 
rectus  muscle  ;  it  was  reached  by  cutting  through  the  entire  thickness  of 
one  of  its  bellies.  It  was  about  as  large  as  a  large  chestnut,  and  was 
seated  directly  upon  the  trunk  of  a  nerve,  which  accounted  for  the  intense 
pain  the  patient  experienced  from  motion  of  the  abdominal  muscles. 
The  wound  was  to-day  dressed.  It  Iras  nearly  all  united  by  the  first 
intention. 

4. — E,  McG.'s  infant  was  operated  on  for  club-foot  by  dividing  the 
tendo-Achillis  and  plantar  aponeurosis. 

5. — Mr.  J.  L.,  upon  whom  the  operation  for  the  relief  of  a  defect  in 
lower  lip  was  performed  last  Saturday,  came  forward  to  show  the  result. 
It  united  by  tfie  first  intention,  and  greatly  improves  his  appearance. 

6. — R.  C,  tet.  16  years,  from  Madison  Co.  Immense  lumbar  ab- 
scess, which  first  made  its  appearance  about  a  year  since,  although  the 
patient  has  complained  of  pain  in  the  loins  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
now  appears  to  enjoy  most  excellent  health,  notwithstanding  he  is  carry- 
ing about  with  him  two  or  three  quarts  of  pus.  The  management  of 
such  cases  was  explained  by  Dr.  March. 

7. — B.  U.J  aet.  58  years.  Organic  disease  of  the  heart.  The  symp- 
toms presented  by  this  patient  were  very  clearly  explained  by  Professor 
McNaughton,  who  brought  forward  the  case.  J.  B.  B. 
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Obstetric  Auscultation. *^ — The  Messrs.  Langley,  of  New  York,  with 
their  accustomed  energy,  have  provided  medical  readers  with  a  fine  edition 
of  a  g-ood  English  book,  which  should  find  a  ready  sale.  It  is  a  methodical 
treatise  on  Obstetric  Ausc2dtatio?i,  by  Evorj''  Kennedy,  M.D. — a  name 
quite  familiar  to  those  who  read  the  professional  writings  of  Europeans. 

There  is  perhaps  no  better  mode  of  pointing  out  the  objects  of  the  au- 
thor, than  by  a  simple  catalogue  of  the  topics  discussed  ;  which  are  :  First 
— the  evidences  of  pregnancy,  viz.,  tangible   evidences,  visible  evidences, 

*  Observations  on  Obstetric  Auscultation,  with  an  analysis  of  tlie  evidences  of  pregnancy  ;  and  an 
inquiry  into  the  proofs  of  tlie  life  and  death  of  llie  fffitus  in  ufero.  By  Evory  Kennedy,  M.D.  With 
an  Appendix,  containing  Legal  Notes,  by  John  Smith,  Esq.,  Barrister  at  Law.  With  notes  and  ad- 
ditional illustrations,  by  Isaac  E.  Taylor,  M.D.  New  York :  J.  &  H.  G.  Langley.  ]2mo.,  pp. 
311.     1843. 
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audible  evidences.  Then  follows  a  disserbition  on  compound  preg- 
nancy, complicated,  pseudo,  ideal  and  premeditated  pseudo  pregnancy. 

An  essential  portion  of  the  publication  embraces  an  inquiry  into  the 
proofs  of  the  life  and  death  of  the  foetus  in  utero.  Many  notes  have 
been  introduced  by  the  American  editor,  Dr.  I.  E.  Taylor,  the  value  of 
which  can  only  be  understood  by  taking  them  in  connection  with  the  text. 
An  appendix  contains  a  series  of  legal  notes  by  a  gentleman  of  the  bar, 
which  is  the  poorest  part  of  the  whole.  If  Mr.  Smith  had  given  us  a 
little  information  in  regard  to  the  laws  against  infanticide,  &c.,  of  the  seve- 
ral States,  he  would  have  conferred  a  greater  favor.  Very  few  persons  in 
this  country,  out  of  the  profession  from  which  he  hails,  care  anything 
about  the  administration  of  the  criminal  law  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  de- 
cisions of  tribunals  there,  unless  they  have  a  direct  bearing  upon  those  of 
the  United  States,  or  are  cited  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  progress  of 
legislation  in  matters  of  life  and  death,  from  an  early  period  in  European 
history.  The  idea  of  an  appendix  touching  the  criminal  law,  was  excel- 
lent, but  the  execution  of  the  plan  in  this  instance  is,  in  our  humble  es- 
timation, a  failure.  It  neither  clears  up  obscurities,  nor  defines  points  es- 
sential to  be  understood  by  those  for  whom  it  was  purposely  designed. 

Slethoscopic  explorations  have  given  the  physician  immense  advantages 
in  studying  the  true  nature  of  many  diseases;  and  it  is  the  glory  of  this 
age  to  iiave  made  discoveries  by  the  simple  instrument,  the  stethoscope, 
which  reveal  secrets  that  were  supposed  by  a  former  race  of  philosophers 
to  be  forever  beyond  the  reach  of  man.  By  the  stethoscope  it  may  be 
positively  determined  whether  pregnancy  exists.  Now  this  fact  alone, 
under  some  circumstances,  is  of  incalculable  importance.  One  who  is 
experienced  in  auscultation,  may  also  detect  the  actual  state  of  the  fostus, 
and  decide  the  question  of  its  life  or  death  ;  and  this,  loo,  is  a  modern 
achievement  greatly  to  be  prized. 

With  this  treatise,  which  Dr.  Kennedy  has  made  plain  and  comprehen- 
sible, we  can  acquire  a  branch  of  knowledge  that  cannot  be  omitted  by 
the  practitioner  with  any  show  of  propriety.  The  plates,  well  drawn, 
ar&  to  the  student,  what  charts  are  to  a  navigator — indispensable  guides. 


American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. — On  taking  up  the  October  No.  of 
this  periodical,  we  were  reminded  of  the  satisfaction  derived  from  the  pe- 
rusal of  a  previous  one.  We  fear  that  the  merits  of  the  Journal  are  not 
sufficiently  appreciated,  and  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of  reminding  the 
profession  that  there  is  an  intrinsic  value  in  this  publication  which  ren- 
ders it  worthy  of  extensive  patronage.  It  may  have  a  wider  range  of  cir- 
culation than  supposed,  though  the  number  especially  interested  in  the 
subjects  upon  which  it  discourses  must  be  far  less  than  those  who  aid  and 
assist  journals  of  a  more  miscellaneous  or  literary  character. 

Druggists  and  apothecaries — a  numerous  body  in  this  country — should 
to  a  man  take  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy.  If  they  would,  it 
would  have  a  direct  tendency  to  elevate  the  craft.  It  would  provide  them, 
at  regular  periods,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  discoveries  and  improvements 
in  their  own  branch  of  business,  while  it  would  create  an  appetite  for  re- 
search, and  secure  greater  accuracy  in  compounding  medicines  and  put- 
ting up  prescriptions.  It  would  exert  another  much  needed  influence. 
By  the  diffusion  of  pharmaceutic  knowledge,  nostrums  would  be  brought 
down  to  their  true  level,  and  not  be   suffered  to  disgrace  the  shelves  and 
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ware  houses  of  so  many  establishments.  As  it  is,  death  is  sold  in  sealed 
bottles  at  an  enormous  profit,  by  those  who  should  give  a  higher  example 
of  honesty  and  intelligence  in  trade. 


Steari7ie. — Common  lard,  in  modern  times,  passes  through  such  a  va- 
riety of  transformations  in  the  hands  of  foreign  and  domestic  manufacturers, 
that  it  is  quite  difficult  to  decide,  always,  whether  we  have  a  new  article 
with  an  old  name,  or  an  old  acquaintance  with  a  fresh  one  just  coined 
from  a  Greek  Lexicon.  It  goes  out  to  France  in  barrels,  packed  at  Cin- 
cinnati, and  comes  back  in  Florence  flasks,  the  purest  of  olive  oil  ;  or,  re- 
turning from  London,  nicely  labelled  in  China  boxes,  it  is  bear's  grease, 
fresh  from  the  ursa  major  regions  of  inhospitable  Russia.  In  Boston  it  un- 
dergoes a  variety  of  scientific  squeezings — and  when  the  press  is  unlock- 
ed, the  purchaser  may  have  almost  anything  he  calls  for;  v\z.,  stearine,  for 
frying  cakes,  or  shortening  for  pies,  deprived  of  all  its  oleaginous  proper- 
ties, which  unnaturally  fattened  our  forefathers,  till  they  were  sleek  and 
slippery.  Or,  should  he  prefer  spermaceti,  there  it  is — cheaper  than  it 
can  be  extracted  from  whales.  If  spindles  are  to  be  oiled,  or  steamboats 
and  locomotives  are  creaking  from  friction,  nothing  has  been  discovered 
equal  to  it  for  machinery.  It  is  neither  too  hot  nor  too  cold  ;  is  always  soft, 
and  yet  sufficiently  hard.  It  is  fitted  for  all  seasons,  like  the  Irishman's 
mittens — which  were  warm  and  dry  when  they  were  wet  and  cold. 

To  be  serious,  however,  stearine  is  announced  to  be  infinitely  superior, 
in  culinary  economy,  to  lard  as  it  is  ordinarily  used.  Is  it  so,  or  not  ? 
This  is  a  question  that  can  be  answered  better  when  consumers  know  mora 
about  it.  From  a  slight  opportunity  for  observation,  we  are  justified  in  saying 
that  stearine  is  a  delicate  article — and  on  account  of  being  deprived  of  ma- 
terials that  had  better  be  burned  than  taken  into  the  stomach,  it  must  be 
preferable  to  the  unmanufactured  animal  fat.  If  there  is  nothiug  of  im- 
portance in  the  looks  of  a  thing,  there  may  be  in  the  taste,  and  it  is  certain 
that  stearine  does  not  have  that  rancid  flavor  which  is  a  common  property 
of  lard  after  having  been  packed  a  few  months,  unless  extraordinary  exer- 
tions are  observed,  in  this  variable  climate,  to  keep  it  from  atmospheric 
influences. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Coburn,  India  st.,  in  this  city,  seems  to  have  outstript  all  others 
in  the  preparation  of  the  stearine  ;  since  his  has  the  whiteness  of  snow,  and 
effectually  resists  any  chemical  changes,  even  in  an  exposed  condition,  un- 
der any  modifications  of  climate.  Those  who  have  made  trial  of  it,  are  loud- 
est in  its  praise,  and  on  the  whole,  we  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  the 
discovery  of  a  method  of  extracting  the  oil  from  lard,  will  prove  to  be  of 
real  value  to  mankind. 

If  our  medical  friends  would  have  the  kindness  to  note  their  observa- 
tions upon  the  effects  of  stearine,  as  a  food,  and  forward  them  for  publi- 
cation, they  would  confer  an  essential  favor. 


Bartmoti.th  College. — A  recently-published  catalogue  of  this  old  and 
venerable  institution,  shows  that  the  character  of  its  medical  department 
is  still  maintained  in  pristine  vigor.  It  has  been  the  good  fortune  of  that 
school  to  have  furnished  a  large  number  of  very  eminent  medical  men — • 
the  best  evidence  that  could  be  adduced  of  the  faithfulness  of  the  faculty. 
The  Hanover  institution,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  the  creation  of  the 
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late  distinguished  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  and  from  the  period  of  ils  organiza- 
tion to  the  present  day,  there  has  been  an  annual  uninterrupted  course  of 
medical  lectures,  alike  satibfactory  to  the  medical  public  and  honorable  to 
the  College. 

Widoios  end  Orphans  of  Medical  Men. — A  short  time  since  a  dinner 
was  given  at  the  American  Hotel  by  the  New  York  Society  for  the  relief 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  medical  men.  How  honorable  it  would  be 
for  the  physicians  of  Boston  to  fix  upon  some  scheme  for  providing  for 
the  necessities  of  the  same  class  of  unfortunate  sufferers  in  this  city.  The 
number  is  doubtless  not  as  large  as  in  New  York,  but  that  there  are  such 
persons  here  very  deserving  of  charitable  assistance,  cannot  be  denied.  If 
experience  shows  that  the  readie.st  way  of  getting  at  the  pocket  is  by  the 
stimulus  of  a  dinner,  how  easily  a  good  act  might  be  accomplished  in  that 
way,  that  would  make  many  now  cheerless  hearths,  bright  and  comforta- 
ble through  the  inclemencies  of  the  coming  winter. 


Encouragement  of  Medical  Science. — In  the  doings  of  the  celebrated 
British  Association,  it  is  recorded  that  certain  sums  of  money  are  annu- 
ally appropriated  for  the  encouragement  of  scientific  investigation — ac- 
cording to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  it  is  inferred.  Now  at  the  very 
last  meeting,  the  past  summer,  £1207  was  awarded  on  behalf  of  mathe- 
matics and  physics — but  chemistry  has  only  £30  !  IMechanics,  £250,  and 
medicine,  £10  !  This  shows  the  little  interest  manifested  in  the  progress 
of  this  essential  department  of  human  knowledge.  In  a  word,  the  Asso- 
ciation care  nothing  about  the  progress  of  medicine,  whether  it  is  forward 
or  backward,  an  assertion  which  the  ten-pounds  premium  fully  establishes. 

If  as  many  heresies  have  found  favor  in  England,  as  are  patronized  by 
the  people  in  the  United  Stales,  in  medicine,  it  is  not,  perhaps,  strange 
that  the  Council  withheld  the  pecuniary  encouragement  within  its  power 
to  bestow.  Although  that  kingdom  has  its  multitude  of  unprincipled 
quacks,  it  also  has  a  great  many  physicians  of  the  highest  order  in  medi- 
cal attainments,  who  give  character  to  a  profession  that  is  in  a  measure 
disgraced  and  undervalued  in  consequence  of  the  rude  pretensions  and 
impositions  of  those,  in  all  civilized  countries,  who  are  neither  learned, 
skilful  or  honest. 


Delaware  Medical  Society. — The  stated  annual  meeting  of  the  Dela- 
ware Medical  Society  was  held  in  Dover  on  Tuesday  the  7th  inst.  On 
motion  of  Dr.  Ridgely,  Gove  Salisbury,  M.D.,  of  Dover,  was  duly  elected 
a  member  of  the  Society.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Perkins,  Wm.  Hamilton, 
M.D.,  of  Cantwell's  Bridge,  was  duly  elected  a  member.  On  motion 
of  Dr.  Ridgely,  John  Merrit,  M.D.,  of  Middletown,  was  unanimously 
elected  a  member.  The  above  gentlemen  having  presented  their  diplo- 
mas, obtained  license  to  practise  medicine  and  surgery. 

On  motion  the  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected  : — James 
Couper,  M.D.,  President ;  Wm.  W.  Morris,  M.D.,  Vice  President ;  John 
D.  Perkins.  M.D.,  Treasurer ;  Wm.  Cummins,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

Censors  for  New  Castle  County. — Lewis  P.  Bush,  M.D.,  R.  R.  Porter, 
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M.D.     For  Ke?it   County. — Isaac  Jump,   M.D.     For  Sussex   Coitnty. — 
Wm.  W.  Stuart,  M.D. 

Board  of  Examiners  for  Neto  Castle  County. — Drs.  Askew,  Porter, 
Bash,  Hamilton  and  Merrit.  For  Kent  County. — Drs.  Perkins,  Cumn)ins, 
Morris,  Jump  and  Ridgely.  For  Sussex  County. — Drs.  Dingle,  MauU, 
Derickson,  Wolf  and  Stuart. 


Yisit  of  the  Grand  Dzike  Michel's  Physician  to  G2iy's  Hospital. — On 
Tuesday  Dr.  Wylie,  the  immediate  physician  to  his  Serene  Highness  the 
Grand  Duke  Michel,  paid  an  especial  visit  to  Guy's  Hospital,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inspecting  that  establishment.  He  was  received  by  Charles  Aston 
Key,  Esq.  and  Edward  Cock,  Esq  ,  two  of  the  principal  surgeons,  and 
was  by  these  gentlemen  conducted  over  the  different  wards  and  various 
domestic  offices  of  the  Hospital,  and  expressed  his  great  approbation  at  the 
orderly  and  regular  management  which  was  visible  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  arrangements,  and  the  studied  comfort  displayed  towards  the  suffer- 
ing patients,  whom  casualty  had  reduced  to  become  inmates.  After  going 
over  the  Hospital,  Dr.  Wylie  inspected  the  anatomical  theatre  and  mu- 
seum, and  much  admired  the  numerous  models  and  casts  of  the  compli- 
cated economy  of  the  human  frame  which  are  there  displayed,  the  ma- 
jority of  which  are  the  labors  of  Joseph  Town,  Esq.,  the  surgical  model- 
ler to  the  Hospital.  Upwards  of  two  hours  were  occupied  in  the  inspec- 
tion, at  the  close  of  which  Dr.  Wylie  expressed  his  intention  of  again 
visiting  the  establishment  previous  to  his  departure  for  Russia,  on  the  re- 
turn of  his  imperial  master. — London  Paper. 


On  the  Employment  of  Belladonna  in  the  Treatment  of  Phimosis  and 
Paraphimosis.  By  M.  De  Mignot. — M.  De  Mignot  having  derived  bene- 
fit Irom  the  application  of  an  ointment  of  belladonna  in  cases  of  phimosis 
and  paraphimosis,  recommends  its  employment  in  every  case  before  hav- 
ing recourse  to  the  knife.  The  ointment  is  made  in  the  proportion  of 
twelve  grains  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  to  thirty  grains  of  simple  cerate, 
and  with  this  the  prepuce  is  rubbed  every  hour.  The  dilating  power  of 
the  belladonna  soon  begins  to  act,  and  in  many  cases  an  operation  may  be 
avoided.  When  the  inflammation  is  violent,  and  the  pain  intense,  he  re- 
commends to  add  a  little  opium  and  mucilage  of  quince  seeds.— L'£a;- 
perience. 

New  Books  received.— Nature  and  Treatment  of  Stomach  and  Renal  Dis- 
eases, by  Dr.  Prout.— A  Practical  Manual  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Great  Vessels.— Practical  Medicine,  illustrated  by  cases  of  the  most  important 
diseases,  by  Dr.  Gait. 

To  Correspondents.- A  letter  from  Baltimore,  Dr.  Hubbard's  case  of  Re- 
tained Placenta,  and  Remarks  on  Quackery,  will  have  early  attention. 

Married,— In  Cohasset,  Dr.  Daniel  Clarke,  of  Mount  Blanc,  Mich.,  to  Mary 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Jacob  Flint,  of  C. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  ]8,  33.— Males,  IC— Females,  17.    Stillborn,  4. 

Of  consumption,  5— hip  complaint,  1— dropsy  on  the  Jiver,  ]— infantile,  2— lung  fever,  4— ty- 
phus fever,  3— abscess,  1 — measles,  3— inflammation  on  the  lungs,  2— debility,  1 — dropsy  on  the 
brain,  2— throat  distemper,  1— apoplexy,  1— morbid  irritation,  1— spasms,  1— disease  of  the  brain,  1— 
cancer  of  the  breast,  1 — pleurisy  fever,  1. 

Under  5  years,  14— between  5  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  60  years,  12— over  60  vearB,  2. 
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Tartar  Einefic  i?i  Tardy  Labor.  By  David  Gilbert,  M.D.,  Gettys- 
burg, Pa. — We  are  frequently  called  to  cases  in  which  labor  has  conr)- 
menced,  but  the  progress  is  slow,  both  on  account  of  the  insuffioiency  of 
the  uterine  contractions  and  rigidity  of  the  os  tineas.  These  cases  are 
most  frequently  found  to  occur  in  patients  of  tense  fibre,  and  rather  robust 
constitutions.  Bleeding  produces  some  relaxation,  but  rarely  hastens  the 
labor ;  since,  in  most  instances,  it  does  not  add  anything  to  the  vigor  of 
the  pains.  Several  years  ago,  while  in  attendance  upon  such  a  case,  wish- 
ing to  expedite  the  labor,  I  felt  a  very  strong  desire  to  administer  the  secale 
corniUum,  but  was  prevented  by  reflecting  upon  the  v,-ell-ascertained  ef- 
fects of  that  powerful  agent  under  such  circumstances.  The  question 
whether  some  other  article  of  the  materia  medica  might  not  be  advantage- 
ously exhibited,  then  presented  itself  to  me.  Relaxation  of  the  os  uteri 
and  expulsive  contractions,  were  the  principal  desiderata.  Emesis  in  the 
commencement  is  always  looked  upon  as  a  symptom  of  speedy  labor;  ergoi 
also  produces  nausea,  and  frequently  vomiting.  In  evacuating  the  sto- 
mach, the  diaphragm,  abdominal  muscles,  &c.,  are  called  into  violent  ac- 
tion :  these  same  muscles  aid  the  uterus  in  its  expulsive  eflbrts ;  hence 
emesis  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  powerful  means  of  exciting  labor  and  pro- 
ducing efficient  expulsive  contractions  of  the  uterus,  because  the  same  set 
of  associated  organs  are  in  action  ;  and  such  is  the  sympathy  between  the 
stomach  and  uterus,  that  contractile  efforts  are  easily  transferred  from  the 
former  to  the  latter,  the  more  especially  since  the  uterus  is  about  to  take 
on  such  action  of  its  own  accord.  Again,  while  emesis  excites,  and  is  ac- 
complished in  part  by  the  associated  contractions  of  the  muscles  constitut- 
ing the  abdominal  parietes,  it  also  produces  relaxation  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  system,  and  of  none  more  certainly  than  the  os  uteri,  under  these 
particular  circumstances.  Reasoning  thus,  I  was  induced  to  make  a  trial 
of  tartrate  of  antimony  and  potass,  in  doses  of  half  a  grain  the  first  portion, 
and  then  a  quarter  of  a  grain  every  fifteen  minutes,  until  emesis;  and  as 
soon  as  retching  commenced,  the  uterine  contractions  strengthened,  and 
the  labor  terminated  speedily.  I  have  frequently  used  the  tartar  emetic 
since,  and  always  with  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

I  was  not  then  aware  that  this  rem.edy  had  been  used  by  Ramsbotham, 
who,  speaking  of  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  says  that  "antimony,  in  doses 
sufficient  to  keep  up  a  feeling  of  nausea,  has  been  exhibited  in  those  cases 
with  marked  effect." — N.  Y.  Journal  of  Medicine. 


Extirpation  of  the  Salivary  Glands  in  Animals.  By  ]\I.  Budge. — In 
his  researches  on  the  saliva,  M.  Budge  constantly  found  that  fluid  alka- 
line, before  as  well  as  after  a  repast.  This  alkaline  reaction  was  found  to 
exist  in  animals  even  after  a  prolonged  fast.  To  ascertain  what  effect  the 
salivary  glands  had  on  the  alkalinity  of  the  buccal  secretions,  M.  Budge 
extirpated  the  whole  of  the  salivary  glands  of  a  dog,  viz.  the  parotids, 
submaxillary,  and  sublingual  glands  of  both  sides.  The  dog  survived  the 
operation,  but  the  buccal  secretions  were  constantly  found  alkaline.  When 
the  dog  was  killed  at  the  end  of  a  month,  the  fluid  of  the  stomach  was 
found  slightly  acid.  The  same  operation  was  repeated  in  a  rabbit,  and 
with  the  same  success, — the  buccal  secretions  remained  alkaline. — Medi- 
cinische  Zeitung. 
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Here,  then,  is  the  great  foundation  upon  which  tlie  sup(Tstructure 
can  alone  be  erected.  Knowledge  must  be  carried  through  the  wide 
domain  of  our  profession.  Its  elements,  however,  can  never  be  sufficient 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  healing  art — can  never  resist  that  plausible 
simplicity  which  throws  its  fascinations  around  the  chemical  and  other 
physical  doctrines  of  life  and  disease,  and  will  forever  shrink  from  the 
stupendous  and  intricate  philosophy  which  constitutes  the  true  science 
of  medicine.  You  must,  therefore,  aspire  at  the  goal  of  niedical 
philosophers,  before  you  may  comprehend  or  enjoy  the  philosophy  of 
medicine.  You  must  have  wilHng  minds,  and  steady  purpose,  before 
you  will  study  the  elaborate  writings  of  its  sages,  and  therefore,  before 
those  efforts  of  genius  can  bear  with  any  practical  effect  upon  the  dogmas 
of  ambition,  or  the  errors  of  ignorance  and  superstition.  "  Books," 
says  Bacon,  "  can  never  teach  the  use  of  books  ;"  and  1  may  add  that  in 
proportion  as  they  are  concerned  about  difficult  principles,  so  must  the 
practical  habits  of  life,  and  experimental  observation  through  the  wide 
domain  of  Nature,  be  brought  to  their  interpretation,  and  an  exposition 
of  their  uses.  The  inind  must  gather  instruction  through  the  same 
channels  from  which  books  of  instruction  have  been  derived,  before  we 
mav  comprehend  the  nature  of  the  latter.  Then  shall  you  go  on,  with 
books  and  experimental  observation  hand  in  hand,  to  provide  yourselves 
with  a  work  of  your  own  creation  that  shall  surpass  the  most  elaborate 
writings  of  any  sage  of  our  profession.  For  though,  as  said  by  Fenelon, 
"  we  admire  with  reason  the  invention  of  books,  in  which  are  presented 
the  histories  of  so  many  facts,  and  which  are  the  depositories  of  so  many 
thoughts,  what  comparison  is  there  between  the  most  deliuhtfbl  book, 
and  the  brain  of  a  learned  man  ?  Tiiere  can  be  no  doubt  tiiat  this 
brain  is  a  far  more  precious  collection,  and  a  much  more  beautiful 
invention  than  any  book.  In  this  little  reservoir  you  can  find,  at  any 
moment,  every  image  that  you  desire.  You  call  them,  they  come. 
You  send  them  away,  they  hide  themselves,  we  know  not  where,  and 
others  appear  in  their  place.  We  open  and  shut  our  iniaginations  as 
we  open  and  shut  a  book  ;  as  one  may  say,  we  turn  over  its  leaves,  we 
17 
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pass  suddenly  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  We  have  even  tablets 
in  the  memory,  to  indicate  the  places  where  certain  images  may  be 
found.  But  these  innumerable  characters,  which  the  mind  can  read 
so  rapidly,  leave  no  traces  on  the  brain.  If  you  examine  it,  you  see 
only  a  soft  substance,  a  sort  of  cluster  of  fine  and  tender  threads,  and 
mostly  water."  If  you  analyze  it  with  fire  and  acids,  you  get  nothing 
but  the  mere  elements  of  inatter.  The  presiding  genius  evades  the 
grossness  of  sense,  alike  in  the  hands  of  the  physiologist,  the  anatomist, 
the  chemist,  and  the  medical  philosopher. 

Such  is  the  book  of  books  ;  and  would  you  make  the  highest  attain- 
ments in  medicine,  it  should  be  a  compound  of  many  written  books, 
and  replete  with  inscriptions  by  the  hand  of  Nature.  It  may  not,  how- 
ever, be  easy  to  indicate  the  amount  of  knowledge  or  of  intellectual 
labor  which  is  necessary  to  form  a  medical  j)hilosopher.  This  will  de- 
pend much  upon  natural  endowments,  upon  opportunities  of  observing 
nature,  and  the  mode  in  which  these  opportunities  are  eujployed. 

You  are  inducted  over  the  threshold  of  medicine  by  the  standard 
elementary  authors  ;  and  you  are  farther  initiated  by  lectures  at  our 
public  institutions.  But,  at  the  very  onset,  you  meet  with  error  as  well 
as  with  truth  ;  and  it  is  only  by  systematic  perseverance,  by  lising 
from  elementary  authors  to  the  lecture  rooms  of  medical  teachers, 
where  principles  are  variously  examined,  and  ascending  lo  the  elaborate 
writings  of  the  great  masters  of  our  art,  and  then  by  applying  to  the 
whole  the  test  of  your  own  observations  of  nature,  that  you  can  sepa- 
rate what  is  true  from  the  false,  and  acquire  that  proficiency  in  medicine 
which  ensures  the  greatest  practical  success. 

These  propositions  are  too  plain  to  be  controverted  ;  and  it  now  only 
remains  to  ascertain  whether  there  be  any  condition  of  society  which 
modify  the  requirements  that  are  enjoined  upon  physicians  by  the  high- 
est and  holiest  dictates  of  the  healing  art. 

Wherever  man  exists  in  a  state  of  Sf)ciety,  there  will  always  be  the 
professional  ministers  of  relief  to  his  sulTering  and  disease.  This  is  even 
true  of  the  wandering  Arab,  and  of  the  most  abject  and  superstitious 
of  our  race.  To  them  nothing  accrues  but  the  havoc  of  ill-directed 
means,  or,  at  best,  the  hope  that  is  inspired  by  incantations  and 
charms.  These  are  the  lobelia  em|)incs  of  our  own  land  ;  and  whilst 
we  regard  with  sorrow  the  unhappy  destinies  of  our  benighted  brethren 
of  the  woods,  or  of  the  hovel,  the  victims  of  an  obstinate  delusion, 
where  knowledge  and  Christianity  prevail,  scarcely  deserve  a  passing 
syini)athy. 

Since,  therefore,  practitioners  of  the  healing  art,  whether  for  good 
or  for  evil,  must  abound  in  all  assemblages  of  men,  it  is  obvious  that 
provisions  should  be  made  for  the  diffusion  of  medical  knowledge  as 
far  commensurate  with  the  vastness  and  the  difficulties  of  the  science, 
and  with  its  relations  to  the  human  wellirre,  as  the  circumstances  of 
each  society  will  admit.  There  should  be  no  limit  to  those  require- 
ments which  humanity  enjoins,  and  which  education  supplies,  unless 
imposed  by  the  common   exigencies   of  society  ;    and  these   are  alone  of 
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a  pecuniary  nature.  Where  wealth  abounds,  as  in  the  various  stales  of 
Europe,  medical  education  phould  be  caniefl  to  the  very  stretch  of  the 
principles  whicii  I  have  suggested;  audit  is  a  scandal  to  their  society 
that  imperfections  are  tolerated  in  any  shape.  The  difiusiou  of  wealth 
should  insure  to  every  country  in  Europe  an  overflowing  profession  con- 
versant with  every  useful  departnir-nt  of  science,  and  accomplished  in 
the  philosophy  of  medicine. 

This,  I  believe,  is,  to  a  large  extent,  an  undoubted  proposition — so 
iindoubted  that  there  are  not  wanting  many  who  wotdd  make  this 
triumph  of  wealth  a  standard  of  requirements  in  our  young  and  compa- 
ratively necessitous  republic.  Heie,  too,  our  institutions  go  for  the 
equality  of  man,  and  legislation  proceeds  upon  this  conciliatory,  how 
ever  unfounded,  principle.  Whilst,  therefore,  medical  education  may 
be  encouraged  by  [)rovisions  that  do  not  conflict  with  the  fundamental 
declaration  of  equality  of  rights  and  intellect,  there  will  ever  remain, 
whilst  the  doctrine  remains,  a  passive,  but  licentious  indulgence  of  the 
lowest  quackery.  Such  will  not  only  be  the  inevitable  result  of  a  prin- 
ciple adopted  from  policy,  and  which  did  better  cause  than  the  artillery 
of  war,  but  the  whole  people  being  the  arbiters  of  principle  as  well  as  of 
law,  the  majority  will  be  slow  to  relinquish  a  concession  so  flattering  to 
pride  and  so  inflammatory  to  ambition — and,  as  you  know,  there  will 
still  be  multitudes  who  will  ride  into  power  upon  these  infirmities  of  our 
nature,  and  who,  when  once  in  power,  tnust  sustain  the  fiction  which 
gave  them  elevation.  However,  therefore,  whatever  is  good  in  our  repub- 
lican institutions  may  surpass  all  other  systems  of  social  compact,  we 
may  make  up  our  minds  that  medical  quackery  will  receive  at  least  the 
indulgence  of  our  legislators. 

This  fundamental  evil  separates  us  still  more  widely  from  European 
states  than  the  wealth  and  the  leisure  which  give  them  an  ascendancy 
in  literature  and  arts ;  and  whilst,  therefore,  the  latter  may  hold  re- 
plenished the  profession  of  medicine  in  its  highest  advances,  their  legis- 
lators, without  fear  and  with  a  good  conscience,  may  extinguish  a  pesti- 
lence which  is  more  desolating  to  the  human  race  than  that  "  which 
vvalketh  in  darkness,"  or  all  the  ravages  of  war. 

Thus,  then,  we  destroy  the  parallel  which  has  been  attempted  between 
our  own  and  European  states,  and  show  it  the  merest  fiction  of  the 
visionary' mind.  Exact  from  our  physicians  the  intellectual  culture,  and 
rear  in  this  land  the  high  standard  of  medical  acquiretments,  which  are 
so  noble  and  fascinating  in  some  of  the  schools  of  Europe,  and  quack- 
ery would  reign  almost  universal  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  th.e 
other.  Is  not  the  whole  multitude,  whether  rich  or  poor,  pressing  for- 
ward either  for  greater  wealth,  or  for  the  pittance  of  their  daily  bread  ? 
Nay,  more,  do  not  all  our  medical  colleges  hold  out  the  temptation 
of  moderate  fees,  and  give,  in  their  annual  announcements,  a  conspicuous 
place  to  the  humble  charges  for  the  necessaries  of  life  1  But  what  are 
these,  compared  with  the  expenses  attendant  on  the  prolonged  and 
higher  grades  of  academic  and  medical  learning  in  some  of  the  Euro- 
pean states?     And   who  does   not  see  the  inconsistency  that  would  hold 
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in  one  hand  professions  of  cheapness  to  allure  the  student  through 
our  present  system  of  medical  discipHne,  and  threaten  with  the  other 
augmented  fees  and  an  impossible  exaction  upon  time  ?  The  same 
principle,  too,  runs  through  all  our  primary  schools,  our  academic,  col- 
legiate, legal,  clerical  and  political  institutions.  Cheapness  of  educa- 
tion, and  a  corresponding  adaptation  of  time,  are  found  indispensable  to 
the  i;eneral  condition  of  society . 

The  question  is,  therefore,  settled  on  the  immutable  principles  of 
truth — of  a  truth  which  is  founded  in  the  exigencies  of  our  country. 
We  have  not  the  means,  we  have  not  the  leisure,  to  follow  the  standard 
of  European  wealth  ;  nor  can  we  control  our  destinies  by  European 
legislation.  He,  who,  in  America,  aims  at  the  profession  of  medicine, 
with  lionors  and  dignities  as  inviting  as  in  the  aristocracies  of  Europe, 
but  less  seductive  tlian  the  allurements  of  wealth,  comes  from  a  class 
where  the  blandishments  of  the  latter  have  no  existence.  He  has  worked 
his  way  from  elementary  schools  through  the  higher  departments  of 
academic  learning,  under  the  frigid  discipline  of  poverty,  and  he  enters 
our  halls  of  medical  education  with  little  else  than  the  hope  that  his 
career  may  not  be  arrested  by  insane  exactions,  now,  for  the  first  time, 
borrowed  from  the  overgrown  wealth  of  Europe,  and  her  old  and  rich 
insiiiutions.  Looking  back  upon  mv  own  fortunes  in  life — looking 
around  upon  what  1  everywhere  witness,  I  sympathize,  most  deeply 
sympathize,  with  this  class  of  the  American  family. 

Raise,  therefore,  beyond  a  certain  limited  poise,  our  standard  of  ab- 
solute requirements,  and  I  repeat  it,  with  no  fear  of  contradiction,  we 
shall  turn  from  our  medical  schools  most  of  their  aspirants  into  more 
lunnble  channels,  or  into  the  walks  of  empiricism.  The  exigencies  of 
American  physicians  demand  an  early  application  to  the  business  of 
life.  If  we  would  cultivate  the  field  of  medicine,  we  must  look  for  an 
early  harvest,  or,  my  word  for  it,  it  will  soon  be  overrun  with  weeds. 
But  these  necessities  by  no  means  preclude  the  highest  advancenient  in 
medical  attainments.  When  the  harvest  begins,  then  is  the  time  for 
the  most  salutary  stin)ulus  of  ambition  ;  and  whoever  yields  to  its  spur, 
will   finrl   abundant   opportunity   to   carry  his   knowledge   to  the  highest 

stretch  of  his  intellectual  constitution. 

******** 

The  medical  students  of  the  United  States,  who  aspire  at  the  honors 
of  the  profession,  may  be  divided  into  three  classes.  One  of  these  re- 
sort to  the  country  schools,  where  lectures  and  board  are  low,  though 
scarcely  lower  than  in  our  cities.  The  advantage  gained,  therefore, 
consists  in  a  more  limited  term  of  instruction,  which  diminishes  expense, 
and  often  enables  the  graduate  to  enter  sooner  upon  those  practical  labors 
which  call  loudly  upon  his  attention.  He  goes  forth,  however,  from 
t!iese  minor  institutions  with  a  huul  of  knowledge  of  inmiediate  and  salu- 
tary application,  and  which  is  cajiable  of  growing  into  a  mine  of  inesti- 
mable value. 

A  second  class  are  blessed  with  more  ample  means  ;  and  after  hus- 
banding their   resources  at  one   session  of   a    country    institution,   they 
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seek,  at  tlie  next,  the  liigher  accomplishments  which  are  to  be  found  m 
the  Cities. 

Lastly,  come  the  aristocrats  of  our  profession-  made  so  through  the 
ditterence  of  a  few  dolhus,  by  those  noble  attainments  which  that^  Httfe 
aisparity  in  fortune  quahfies  them  to  bestow  upon  themselves  It  is 
the  aristocracy  of  mind  and  education— the  only  aristocracy  which  can 
advance,  one  iota,  the  dignity  and  the  worth  of  man. 

Here  then,  we  have  a  system  of  medical  education  remarkably  adapt- 
ed to  the  exigencies  of  our  country;  and  for  the  very  reason  that  it 
has  spiung  from  those  exigencies,  under  the  stimulus  of  a  .reneral  dif 
lusion  of  knowledge,  and  the  indomitable  enterprise  and  ambition  of 
our  couiitrymen.  Instead  of  deficiencies,  it  is  only  astonishing  that  a 
nation,  just  rising  from  its  infancy,  should  have  carried  the  general  dif- 
hision  of  knowledge  far  beyond  any  of  the  most  enlightened  states  of 
i^urope,  should  have  reared  more  temples  for  the  higher  branches  of 
education  than  can  be  found  in  all  Europe  together,  should  have  its 
twenty-eight  medical  colleges,  in  most  of  which  there  are  professors  who 
no  honor  to  the  departments  over  which  they  preside. 

Nor  are  there  any  institutions  more  important  than  the  couniru  medi- 
cal schools  since  these  are  adapted  to  the  means  of  a  larae  class  of 
students,  who,  without  them,  would  either  make  but  humble  attainments 
or  seek  other  channels  for  the  business  of  life  ;  whilst,  as  I  have  shown' 
Uie  places  of  the  latter  would  be  supplied  with  jugglers  and  empirics' 
i^ay,  inore,  a  large  proportion  of  our  second  class,  such  as  divide  them- 
selves between  town  and  country,  wanting  the  facilities  of  attending  at 
hrst,a  minor  course  of  lectures,  and  not  having  the  ambition  which  i. 
there  inspired,  would  never  seek  the  higher  advantages  of  our  cities  • 
but,  in  hopeless  despair,  would  turn  themselves  to  some  other  emnlov- 
ment,  or  be  compelled  to  dispense  with  the  important  advantages  of 
public  lectures.  &  •^   '^' 

The  more,  therefore,  we  consider  this  subject,  the  more  we  shall  see 
the  calamitous  extent  to  which  medical  education  would  be  reduced  ^or 
gross  empiricism  entailed  upon  society,  were  it  not  for  our  countrv 
rnedical  schools;  and  it  therefore  follows,  as  a  necessary  axiom,  tha^ 
the  standard  of  requirements  cannot  be  increased  in  those  institutions 
without  equally  defeating  their  objects. 

It  is  therefore,  also,  ^as  palpable  as  demonstration  can  make  it  that 
our  present  system  of  collegiate  medical  instruction  should  remain  with- 
out essentia  change  in  its  absolute  requirements,  till  such  change  can 
be  sustained  by  a   more   general  increase  and  diffusion  of  propertv   and 

tlfe  Inndt'r   "    "''v!^''  T".'^  t'''^'  ^"'>'  ^°""^^'^  '^^  accunLati^n  in 
the  hands  of  many.— .Ve?6,  York  Jour,  of  Medicine. 


COLONY  OF  INSANE  AT  GUEEL. 

In  my  last,  I_  alluded  to  the  exclusive  treatment  of  the  insane   by  moral 
means  :  this   is  carried  out  on   a    large,  though  somewhat  rude  scale,  at 
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Glieel,  a  villas^re  some  lea^^iies  from  Anlwerp,  where  numbers  of  the  insane 
ai-e  placed,  to^  lodge  with,  and  to  share  tlie  labors  of,  the  inhabitants. 
As  this  colony  has^not  been  heard  of  by  the  great  majority  of  llie  i)ro- 
fession  in  England,  some  details  respecting  it  may  tiol  be  unacceptable, 
for  which,  asl  have  not  mvself  visited  the  place,  I  must  be  indebted  to 
a  brochure  lately  published"  by  Dr.  Moreau,  Physician  to  the  Hospice  of 
Biceire,  who  kindlv  sent  me  a  copy  of  it  from  Paris. 

Gheel  is  situated  in  an  extensive  district  of  Belgium  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Campine,  the  plains  of  which  are  uncultivated,  covered 
with  brushwood  and  fir  trees,  except  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
the  towns  and  villages,  where  the  land  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  Campine  has  been  termed  the  Siberia  of  Belgium. 

Gheel  is  in  the  centre  of  this  tract  of  country,  isolated,  separated  from 
other  habitations  by  an  extent  of  several  miles  of  waste  land,  which 
greatly  facilitates  the  superintendence  of  the  patients,  inasmuch  as,  from 
the  difficulty  of  progressing  through  the  brushwood,  those  who  attempt 
to  escape  must  follow  tiie  high  road,  on  which  they  are  easily  recognized 
and  stopped.  At  Gheel,  the  insane,  who  were  formerly  treated  else- 
where in  so  barbarous  a  manner,  have,  during  several  centuries,  lived  al- 
most free  in  the  families  of  the  inhabitants,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
saint  by  whose  means  they  expected  to  be  cured,  traditions  agreemg  m 
ascribing  the  origin  of  the  colony  to  the  martyrdom  of  the  daughter  of  a 
king  oflreland,  who  sought  refuge  in  the  neighborhood  oi  Gheel,  at  the 
clos"e  of  the  sixth  century,  to  escape  the  persecution  of  her  father,  and 
who,  after  her  death,  was  canonized.  For  a  long  period  there  was  no 
other  physician  in  the  colony  ;  and  neveriheless,  the  prayers  of  the  families 
were  sometimes  heard,  and  cures  were  effected.  In  those  times  of  ardent 
faith,  religious  practices  were  calculated  to  exert  an  immense  influence 
over'the  mind  of  the  patient.  At  the  present  day,  however,  recourse  is 
had  to  Saint  Dymphne  in  order  to  obtain  a  patient's  cure,  in  those  cases 
only  when  a  wish  to  ihat  effect  is  formally  expressed  by  his  family. 

The  reputation  of  Gheel  as  regards  the  cure  of  insanity  has  always 
stood  hi'Th,  and  the  miracles  operated  in  their  Rivor  by  means  of  the  in- 
tercessio^n  of  the  Saint,  attracted  patients  from  all  the  surrounding  coun- 
tries The  colony,  however,  has  only  been  well  known  since  the  eight- 
eenth century,  at  which  period  it  was  visited  by  distinguished  men  from 
other  countries,  among  whom  was  the  worthy  successor  of  Pinel,  Esqui- 
rol,  whose  principles,  as  exposed  in  his  Traito  des  Maladies  Mentales, 
we're  doubtless  partly  derived  from  his  inspection  of  Gheel.  An  asy- 
lum, says  this  distinguished  physician,  ought  to  resemble  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, by  the  disposition  of  its  localities,  ordinary  habitations.  All  that 
savors  of  constraint  or  mistrust,  all  that  might  excite  in  patients  the 
thou<rht  that  they  are  forever  separated  from  society,  ought  to  disappear. 
The'classification  of  the  patients  according  to  the  nature  of  the  alienation 
is  one  of  the  most  important  conditions  of  the  treatment.  Hence  the 
necessity  of  nmnerous  divisions,  which  admit  of  the  avoidance  of  con- 
fusion     The  colony  at  Gheel   is    but  the  realization   of  these  principles, 
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the  essential  basis  of  all  treatment;  and  there,  as  is  always  the  case,  facts 
have  preceded  theory  ;  chance  has  gone  before  the  discoveries  of  science. 
In  1803,  M.  de  Pontecoulant,  the  Prefect  of  tlie  Dyle,  who  was 
doubtless  struck  with  the  immense  advantages  which  the  colony  pre- 
sented for  the  placement  of  the  insane,  thought,  as  he  expressed  himself, 
that  l)e  lulhlled  a  duty  towards  humanity  in  adopting,  with  reference  to 
these  unfortunates,  a  refuge  recommended  by  the  success  of  lont^  expe- 
rience. He  consequently  caused  all  the  insane  in  the  hospitals  a"  Brus- 
sels tobe  sent  there  ;  and  the  example  was  soon  followed  by  Malines 
Louvam,  and  other  towns  of  a  secondary  class.  When  Belgium  was 
umted  to  Holland  in  181.5,  the  eastern  provinces  and  Flanders  sent  a 
considerable  number  of  insane  to  Gheel.  Lastly.  Namur  and  Luxem- 
bourg made  arrangements  with  the  municipality  of  Gheel  for  the  recep- 
tion of  other  patients. 

While  the  colony  was  making  so  rapid  an  increase,  its  interior  orcTani- 
zation  ought  at  the  same  time  to  have  been  duly  considered,  and  nTeans 
should  have  been  taken  to  regularize  so  great  a  number  of  individuals. 
Unfortunately  it  was  not  so  ;  Gheel  was  only  a  depot— a  sort  of  Botany 
^^r~^V''''^''  Belgium  sent  those  patients  who,  after  having  been  treat- 
ed lor  a  lew  weeks  in  one  hospital  or  another,  were  reputed  incurable. 
Ihey  were  there  forgotten;  and  those  only  left  the  place  who,  bein^r 
restored  to  health,  and  conscious  of  their  cure,  were  permitted  to  return 
into  society. 

"  It  is  very  true,  as  stated  in  the  report  made  to  the  Communal  Coun- 
cil of  Gheel  on  the  19th  November,  1838,  that  this  state  of  matters  has,at 
all  times,  awakened  the  solicitude  of  the  magistrates  of  the  Commune  ;  but 
most  oUhe  police  regulations  were  out  of  date,  and  had  fallen  into  dis- 
use _  berious  abuses  had  crept  in  ;  the  direction  of  more  than  seven  hun- 
dred insane  was,  so  to  speak,  committed  to  chance.  The  same  neglect 
occurred  with  reference  to  the  administrative  and  medical  departments  ■ 
the  insane  were  placed  in  the  colony,  and  quitted  it  cured  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  authorities;  no  account  was  given  of  the  patients  by 
their  families  ;  methodical  treatment  had  become  impossible  ;  the  colony 
was  a  vast  field  of  observation,  uncultivated  and  useless  to  science." 

iiie  censures  expressed  in  the  public  papers,  by  foreign  and  Belgian 
medical  visiters,  caused  the  institution  to  fall  into  a  well-merited  di'sre- 
pute,  and  even  compromised  its  existence:  a  serious  and  radical  reform 
had  then  become  indispensable;  and  the  Council  consequently  adopted, 
in  lb38,  a  police  regulation  of  administration  and  superintendence,  upon 
the  basis  of  a  medical  direction. 

There  are  no  less  than  90(J0  inhabitants  in  the  Commune  of  Gheel  a 
arge  portion  of  whom  reside  in  hamlets  at  a  greater  or  less  distance  from 
the  central  vil  age.  Ihe  insane  (men  and  women,  the  number  of  which 
13  about  equal)  are  distributed  over  all  the  parts  of  the  district.  All  the 
inhabitants,  whatever  be  their  position  or  avocation,  may  receive  patients 
into  their  houses,  according  to  agreements  made  with  their  families,  or 
from  the  hospitals  of  Brussels,  Malines,  he.  Most  of  the  patients  are 
supported  at  the   expense  of  the  Government.     The   price  required  for 
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board  and  loiWnvj,  varies  according  to  the  accommodation.  It  seldom 
exceeds  300  florins  annually,  or  is  lower  than  100.  Each  patient  is 
placed  under  the  direct  superintendence  of  the  person  to  whom  he  is 
confided;  this  individual  (7iouricicr)  must  supply  the  patient  with 
wholesome  and  abundant  food,  a    clean   and   well-aired  lodging,  a  good 

bed,  &ic.  .  ,• 

Monomaniacs,  with  an   evident  tendency  to  homicide,  or  to  incendia- 
rism, are  not  received  at  Gheel.  •        •     i  i 

All  the  insane  are  inscribed  upon  a  register  upon  their  arrival,  together 
with  such  details  and  peculiarities  of  their  case  as  could  be  obtained.  In 
such  an  establishment  the  superintendence  must  be  active,  unceasing, 
prompt  in  chastising  offenders,  and  in  encouraging  good  actions.  It  must 
have  an  eye,  day  and  night,  upon  the  patient  and  the  person  to  whom  he 
is  confided.  Doubtless  this  superintendence  cannot  be  so  easy  in  a  colony 
as  in  an  asylum  ;  but  being  shared  by  a  sufficient  number  of  individuals, 
and  developed  in  its  means  of  action,  it  will  be  able,  without  difficulty, 
to  repress  abuses,  to  protect  each  member  of  the  colony  against  the  neglect 
or  ill-treatment  of  his  host,  no  less  efficiently  than  in  establishments  where 
the  patients  are  trusted  to  infirmiers.  There  is  no  patient  at  Gheel  who 
has  not  a  commission  of  superintendence,  or  a  director,  to  watch  over  Inm. 
The  general  superintendence  is  vested  in  the  local  administration,  ihe 
hospices,  towns,  parishes,  or  private  individuals,  who  place  patients  at 
Gheel  may  appoint  special  commissions  ot  superintendence,  or  may 
nominate  individuals  for  the  purpose,  at  their  own  choice  and  expense  : 
these  special  superintendents  are,  however,  under  the  control  oi  the  Gol- 
le<Te  of  Burgomasters.  •  •     i 

°The  different  members  of  the  commissions  are  charged  to  visit  the  pa- 
tients  frequently,   and   without  previous  notice:    the    entrance    o(  each 
house  is  at  all  times  open   to  them.     They  see   the   patient,  inspect   his 
room,  his  bed.  receive  his  complaints  ;  in  a  word,  obtain  all  the  informa- 
tion which  may  conduce  to  ameliorate  liis  position.       t  the  host  is  in  lault 
the  patient  is  removed  and  placed  with  another.     Should  he  have  struck 
or  ill-treated  his  patient,  unless  he  can  prove  that  it  was  done  in  Ins  per- 
sonal defence,  he  is  declared  infamous,  and   unfitted  to  receive_  any  more 
lodoers.     The  insane  share  the  labors  and  the  daily  occupations  o(  the 
families  in  which  they  reside.     Some  even  contract  such  a  liking  to  the 
mode  of  life  that   they   voluntarily  remain  after  having  recovered   their 
reason.     The  majority  walk   about   the  village  and  in  the  environs,  with 
almost  as  much  freedom  as  the  other  inhabitants  ;  but  m  accordance  with 
the  reaulations,  they  cannot  go  out  before  six  in  the  morning  in  summer, 
and  eight  in  winter ;  they  must  return   home  at  four  in  the  afternoon   m 
wintert  and  at  eight  in  summer.     Each  nouricier  is  bound  to  enforce  this 
regulation  under  the  penalty  of  a  fine.     Those  individuals,  however,  who 
are  known  to  labor  under  a  harmless  kind  of  alienation,  and  whose  con- 
duct  is  peaceful,  are  exempted  from  the  strictness  of  this  law  ;  but  in   no 
case  are  they  allowed  to  be  out  at  night.     Each  patient   going  to  church 
is  accompanied  by  a  member  of  the  family.  -        u    \       a 

With  the  exception  of  these  restrictions,  the  patients  enjoy  all  the  ad- 
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vantages  of  society,  of  which  they  are  even  nseful  members.  In  fact,  the 
colony  supplies  hands  for  agriculture,  for  various  industrial  pursuits  and 
professions,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  niind  of  the  patient  is  diverted 
and  occupied,  which  cannot  fail  to  contribute  powerfully  to  their  restora- 
tion. There  are  at  Gheel  not  merely  workmen  of  all  kinds,  but  even 
teachers  of  languages,  of  arithmetic,  drawing  and  writing.  There  is  a 
harmonic  society,  which  was  founded  by  one  of  the  patients.  "  I  assist- 
ed," says  Dr.  Moreau,  "^  one  evening  at  a  vocal  and  instrumental  con- 
cert, and   was  struck  with  the  precision  and  the  unity  of  the  execution." 

The  entrance  to  the  smoking  houses  is  not  prohibited  to  the  patients  ; 
and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  them  there  quietly  smoking  their  pipe,  with 
a  pot  of  beer  at  their  side  ;  or  playing  at  cards,  billiards,  or  some  otiier 
game.  Abuses  are  prevented  by  fining  the  inn-keeper  in  whose  house  a 
patient  may  have  become  intoxicated. 

"  Although."  continues  Dr.  IMoreau,  "  1  have  had  much  practice  with 
the  insane,  and  have,  since  1827,  lived  almost  constantly  among  them; 
although  I  cannot  forget  that  every  day,  at  Charenton,  thirty  or  forty  pa- 
tients, of  both  sexes,  meet  in  a  public  room,  where  music  and  different 
games  procure  them  agreeable  diversions,  yet  I  confess  I  was  surprised 
to  see  them  at  Gheel,  walking  al)out  freely  in  the  streets  of  a  large  vil- 
lage, and  in  the  country,  mixed  with  the  inhabitants.  I  was  especially 
surprised  at  the  little  notice  whicii  they  attracted  even  fiom  the  children, 
whose  attention  is  not  excited  by  the  extravagancies  of  some  of  the  pa- 
tients at  Gheel :  one  is  born,  so  to  speak,  a  superintendent  of  patients. 
It  is  traditionally — by  the  experience  of  predecessors — that  the  wants  of 
the  insane  are  known  ;  the  art  of  ruling  them,  which  is  so  difficult,  the 
Gheelois  possess,  in  great  measure,  without  being  aware  of  it  ;  because 
it  forms  part  of  the  habits  of  their  lives.  The  great  liberty  which  the 
insane  enjoy  at  Gheel  cannot  then  be  attended  with  much  inconvenience, 
since,  after  all,  they  are  constantly  watched  by  numerous  and  intelligent 
keepers." 

In  our  hospices,  high  walls,  a  strict  superintendence,  keepers  placed  at 
the  entrance  of  each  division,  are  not  always  sufficient  to  prevent  evasion. 
With  what  perseverance  do  not  almost  all  the  inmates  ask  for  their  liberty  ! 
how  greatly  do  they  not  torment  and  agitate  themselves  in  order  to  regain 
it!  Hence  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the  number  of  those  who  escape 
from  Gheel  would  be  large  ;  and  yet  it  is  only,  on  an  average,  seven  or 
eight  annually,  out  of  more  than  seven  hundred  individuals.  This  num- 
ber is  so  small  that  it  might  be  supposed  incorrect  if  the  statistical  returns 
for  several  years  did  not  confirm  its  truth.  On  considering,  however,  the 
disposition  of  the  insane,  there  is  nothing  to  occasion  much  surprise  as  re- 
gards this  point  ;  the  patients  at  Glieel  perceive  that  they  enjoy  almost 
as  much  liberty  as  the  inhabitants  wliose  employment  they  share.  What- 
ever be  the  ideas  they  may  entertain  as  to  the  causes  which  brought  them 
to  the  place,  the  idea  of  a  prison — of  forcible  detention — does  not  arise 
in  their  minds  so  easily  as  when  they  are  shut  up  in  the  court-yard  or 
sleeping  wards  of  an  hospice,  together  with  other  individuals  subjected  to 
the  same  regimen  and  to  a  uniform  mode  of  life.    The  privation  of  liberty 
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being  scarcely  felt,  they  do  not  think  of  forcihly  obtaining  a  good 
which  appears  to  be  at  their  disposal.  Precautions  are,  nevertheless,  ta- 
ken against  escape.  If  a  patient  manifests  a  fixed  resolution  to  run  away, 
or  has  already  made  tlie  attempt,  he  is  not  on  that  account  constantly 
confined  in  a  room  ;  but  a  rather  heavy  chain,  the  ring  of  which  is  cover- 
ed with  leather,  is  fiKed  to  his  leg,  so  that  he  still  enjoys  considerable  lib- 
erty in  walking  about. 

Those  patients  who  exhibit  a  disposition  to  suicide,  and  epileptics,  are 
subjected  to  a  special  superintendence.  Suicide  is  rare  in  the  colony, 
wliich  is  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  mode  of  life,  the  continual  occu- 
pation, and  the  degree  of  freedom  enjoyed,  than  to  the  direct  superintend- 
ence.    One  patient  killed  himself  in  1S40,  and  one  in  1841. 

Those  patients  who  are  violent  and  dangerous  are  placed  out  of  the 
way  of  others  ;  but  these  cases  are  rare  in  the  colony  ;  the  reason  of 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  liberty  which  they  still  enjoy,  notwithstanding 
their  state  of  excitement,  and  which  the  nature  of  the  locality  admits  of. 
It  is  now  known  that  the  best  means  of  calming  tlie  agitation,  the  fury,  of 
a  maniacal  |)atient  is  to  allow  him,  as  much  as  possible,  freedom  of  action. 
This  agitation,  this  fury,  inevitably  increases  in  proportion  to  the  efforts 
which  are  made  to  repress  it,  and  ultinjately  terminates  in  incurable  stu- 
pidity. When,  however,  a  patient  is  unmana^^'eable,  tlie  camisole,  or  even 
chains,  are  allowed  to  be  made  use  of  at  Gheel,  upon  the  representation 
of  the  physician  to  the  administration  that  these  means  are  requisite. — 
Mr.  Lee,  in  London  Medical  Gazette. 


EXTRAORDINARY  RETENTION  OF  THE  PLACENTA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sib, — If  you  think  the  following  of  any  interest,  it  is  at  your  disposal. 

1  was  called,  October  l]th,^at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  Mrs.  C.  Found 
her  in  bed,  face  Hushed  ;  pulse  excited  ;  pain  in  back,  hips  and  across 
abdomen,  with  intervals  of  partial  ease.  Some  coagula  of  blood  had 
been  expelled  per  vaginam.  Considered  herself  eight  or  nine  weeks 
pregnant.  Previous  to  my  visit  had  been  some  loss  of  blood  for  three  or 
four  days,  but  without  much  pain  till  within  a  few  hours.  Prescribed 
p.  ipecac,  comp.,  and  camphor  in  pills. 

12th,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. — Pills  stopped  uterine  action  ;  slept  through 
night ;  pains  now  returning,  with  bearing  down.  No  medicine  to  be 
given  through  the  day.  At  10,  P.  M.,  found  her  with  severe  bearing-down 
pains,  accompanied  with  increased  loss  of  blood,  shivering,  faintness  and 
great  pallor.  Gave  her  ten  grains  p.  secale  cornut.,  with  small  quan- 
tities of  camphor  and  water. 

13lh,  morning. — Entirely  free  from  pain.  Pains  ceased  almost  imme- 
diately after  my  last  visit ;  hemorrhage  moderate.  Said  she  thought  it 
was  "all  over  with."     Foetus  I  did  not  see,  as  it  had  been  removed. 

14lh.--Seemed  doing  well.     Did   not  see  her  again  till  17th,  when  I 
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Found  her  up  ;  appetite  good  ;  flowing  nearly  ceased  ;  and  I  discontinued 
my  attendance. 

24th. — Was  called  again  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  Mrs.  C.  Pain  across 
lower  part  of  abdomen  very  severe,  and  with  scarce  no  intermission. 
Said  she  had  been  very  well  for  some  days,  that  she  had  exercised  a 
good  deal  about  the  house  in  the  morning,  and  had  eaten  a  hearty  break- 
fast. About  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  pains,  with  slight  discharge  of  blood, 
came  on  again  suddenly,  and  had  increased  till  I  saw  her.  Pains  seemed 
more  like  violent  colic  than  common  labor  pains,  though  there  was  a  dis- 
position to  bear  down.  Face  pale  ;  extremities  cold  ;  frequent,  but  inef- 
fectual efforts  to  make  water  ;  hajmorrbage,  very  little.  Thinking  that 
the  pains  were  caused  by  a  collection  of  coagulated  blood  brought  on  by 
over-exertion,  with  perhaps  some  prolapsus  uteri,  directed  spt.  nitr.  dulcis 
and  ir.  opii,  with  warmth  to  extremities,  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
hours  she  became  comparatively  comfortable,  though  not  free  from  pain, 
for  which  1  gave  p.  ipecac,  comp..  to  be  continued  till  she  was  easy. 

25th,  morning. — Nearly  free  from  pain;  water  free;  flowing  very 
nearly  ceased  ;  bowels  costive.     Directed  magnes.  calcin.  for  cathartic. 

26th,  morning. — Free  from  pain.  Said  something  more  had  come 
from  her  soon  after  the  operation  of  the  magnesia,  which,  on  examination, 
1  found  to  be  a  perfect  placenta  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter,  and  be- 
ginning to  be  putrid.  This  most  satisfactorily  accounted  for  the  symp- 
toms of  the  24th.  From  this  time  her  restoration  was  as  rapid  as  could 
be  expected. 

Is  it  not  remarkable  that  the  placenta  should  have  been  retained  nearly 
two  weeks  after  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus,  without  pain  or  any  disturb- 
ance of  the  system,  the  health  seeming  entirely  restored  before  the  pla- 
centa was  thrown  off. 

In  such  cases  as  the  above  we  see  with  what  safety  we  can  trust  chiefly 
to  the  natural  powers  of  the  system,  when  a  meddling  interference  would 
be,  to  say  the  least,  entirely  useless,  if  not  positively  hurtful.  Young  practi- 
tioners, 1  have  no  doutbt,  oiten  give  themselves  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness 
very  unnecessarily,  and  resort  to  much  remedial  treatment,  in  cases  that 
would  do  much  better  if  most  of  their  officiousness  was  withheld. 

I\Irs.  C.  is  the  mother  of  a  healthy  girl  nearly  6  years  of  age,  and  was 
delivered  last  April  of  a  dead  seven-months'  child,  and  in  both  of  her 
previous  confinements  she  inlbrmed  me  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  get  the 
after-birth  from  her  ;  but  from  what  cause  I  do  not  know,  as  she  was  not 
then  under  my  care.  Geo.   Hubbard. 

Boston,  Nov.  20th,  1843. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

[Communicated    for   the   Boston    Medical    and     Surgical    Journal.] 

This  Institution  was  established,  in  connection  with  Dartmouth  College, 
in  1798.     The  late  Dr.  Nathan  Smith  was  elected  tlie  first,  and  at  that 
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lime  ihe  only  '•  Professor  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  deliver  public  lectures 
in  this  University  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medi- 
ca,  and  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic."  Dr.  Smith  received  his 
first  inipulse  to  study  medicine  from  witnessing  a  "surgical  operation 
performed  by  Dr.  Josiah  Goodhue."  It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  sur- 
gery should  have  been  his  fiworite  science.  So  fully  sensible  was  he  of 
the  importance  of  correct  surgical  knowledge  to  the  general  practitioner, 
that  he  devoted  himself,  with  untiring  energy,  to  this  department,  and 
used  frequently  to  say  in  his  lectures — "  There  are  many  good  physi- 
cians in  the  country,  but  few  surgeons."  To  improve  this  department 
he  early  established  a  surgical  cliuique,  at  which  advice  was  given,  and 
operations  performed,  gratis.  The  benefit  of  this  has  been  incalculable, 
both  to  the  medical  profession  and  to  the  public  at  large.  Hundreds  of 
the  suffering  poor  have  been  rescued  from  an  untimely  grave,  or  relieved 
from  deformity  which  made  life  a  burthen.  In  almost  every  State  in  the 
Union,  operative  surgeons  of  eminence  and  skill  may  be  found  who  have 
received  their  first  lessons  in  the  art  at  this  Institution.  The  successors  of 
Dr.  Smith,  Drs.  Perkins  of  New  York,  and  !Mussey  of  Ohio,  were  both, 
while  connected  with  the  Institution,  eminent  surgeons.  Dr.  ^lussey  spent 
twenly-four  years  of  the  best  part  of  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  Alma 
Mater.  He  gave  increasing  interest  and  importance  to  the  surgical  cli- 
nique,  by  making  arrangements  for  the  accommodation  of  patients,  and  for 
the  further  treatment  of  those  upon  whom  he  had  performed  important 
operations.  Two  of  the  most  important  were  the  tying  of  both  carotids 
and  the  removal  of  the  scapula  and  clavicle.  I  trust  the  zeal  of  the 
Guardians  and  of  the  present  Faculty  to  keep  pace  with  the  improve- 
ments in  science,  has  not  a  whit  diminished,  and  the  number  of  persons 
annually  resorting  to  this  place  for  operations  is  sufficient  proof  of  the 
benefit  and  importance  of  the  surgical  clinique. 

The  operations  are  performed  in  the  anatomical  theatre,  the  seats  of 
w^iich  are  so  arranged  that  every  person  present  lias  a  good  opportunity 
to  see  distinctly  the  successive  steps.  The  students  are  called  on  to  assist 
in  all  cases,  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  acquire  dexterity  in  the  appli- 
cation of  ligatures  and  dressings.  Thirty  operations  were  performed  be- 
fore the  medical  class  during  the  term  that  has  just  closed  ;  a  list  of 
which,  with  remarks  upon  some  of  the  cases,  is  given  below. 

Lepoid  tumor  upon  the  left  cheek               ....  1 

Scirrhus  of  the  left  breast     -               .....  1 

Enlarged  tonsils               ......  6 

Cancer  of  the  under  lip        -             -             -             -             -             -  1 

Polypus  nasi        ...----  1 

Strabismus     -            -             -             -             -             -             •             *  7 

Cataract      --             -             -             -             --             -  3 

Amputation  of  little  finger  at  metacarpal  articulation             -             -  1 

Sarcomatous  tumor  from  the  upper  and  back  part  of  thigh  (a)     -          -  1 

Steatoma  deeply  imbedded  among  the  tendons  of  the  wrist     -         -  1 
Torticollis       -             -             -             '             -"             *             "2 

Removal  of  a  painful  cicatrix  from  the  top  of  the  right  foot  {b)         •  1 
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Epulis,  very  larsfe,  requiring  the  removal  of  most  of  the  alveolar 

process  on  the  right  side  of  the  upper  jaw             -             -  1 

Hare-lip        ....----  1 

Extirpation  of  the  submaxillary  gland              -              -              -  -       1 

Amputation  of  the  right  leg           .             .             -             .             .  1 

(a)  Horatio  Wheeler,  aged  51.  Randolph,  Vt.  This  patient  was 
operated  upon  by  Dr.  Mussey,  in  1818.  for  osteo-sarcoma,  located  upon 
tlie  right  hand.  In  1831  Dr.  M.  amputated  the  right  arm  at  tlie  shoulder- 
joint  for  the  same  disease.  It  appeared  again  upon  the  scapula  and  cla- 
vicle, and  in  1837  Dr.  ]M.  removed  both  these  bones.  In  1839  he  pre- 
sented himself  again,  with  a  tumor  of  the  same  character,  which  1  remov- 
ed, occupying,  as  I  judged,  a  portion  of  the  pectoralis  major,  left  at  the 
previous  operation.  The  tumor  recently  removed  had  nothing  resembling 
cartilage  or  bone  in  its  structure.  He  has  good  health  and  fine  spirits, 
and  is  an  active  and  useful  man  ;  and  shows,  by  his  unshrinking  fortitude, 
that  severe  operations   '•  are  nothing  after  one  gets  used  to  them." 

(b)  Mr.  Eastman,  aged  40.  This  man  fell  upon  his  back,  producing 
palsy  of  the  parts  below,  followed  by  enlargement  of  the  spine  at  the  seat 
of  tlie  injury.  Recovering  so  as  to  be  able  to  walk,  he  fell  and  bruised 
the  top  of  the  right  foot,  which  gave  him  great  pain  at  the  time,  and 
which  he  says  has  continued  without  a  moment's  interval  for  eleven 
years  !  An  ulcer  had  existed  at  the  point  of  pain  a  part  of  the  time. 
i  removed  the  cicatrix,  but  no  relief  followed.  Having,  as  he  said, 
given  it  a  great  deal  of  medicine  and  eleven  vears"  time,  without  benefit, 
he  was  now  determined  to  have  the  limb  removed.  The  wound  has 
not  quite  healed,  but  he  is  free  from  pain.  Dixi  Crosby. 

Dartmouth  College.  ]Sov.  18.  1S43. 


INTRODUCTORY    LECTURES   L\   BALTIMORE. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Joamal. 

Sir, — I  had  the  opportunities  and  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  introductory 
lectures  of  several  of  the  professors  in  the  medical  institutions  in  this  city  : 
and  as  it  comported  with  my  inclination,  as  well  as  with  the  business  and 
pursuits  of  my  life,  I  cheerfullv  embraced  these  opportunities. 

The  first  of  these  lectures  that  I  heard,  and  the  only  one  which  cir- 
cumstances permitted  me  to  hear  in  "  tlie  College  of  Medicine  of  Mary- 
land," was  delivered  by  Professor  Hall,  on  the  subject  of  hygiene;  The 
subject  was  dextrously  handled,  and  the  lecture  was  very  interesting,  and 
appeared  to  give  universal  satisfaction  to  a  crowded  audience.  This  gen- 
tleman has  occupied  a  chair  in  the  institution  almost  from  the  time  of  its 
establishment.  Something,  therefore,  of  more  than  ordinary  interest 
might  well  be  expected  of  him  :  and  I  should  suppose  that  in  this  his 
hearers  were  not  disappointed.  If,  however,  this  effort  fell  anything 
short  of  his  general  reputation  as  a  lecturer,  it  certainly  possessed  great 
merit. 
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The  second  lecture  I  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to,  was  in  the 
youthful  institution  devoted  to  the  art  and  science  of  dental  surgery.  It 
was  from  tlie  pen  of  Professor  Harris — an  experienced  practitioner  in  the 
line  of  his  vocation.  This  production,  I  would  say,  was  rather  too  replete 
with  imagery,  even  for  an  introductory.  But  it  was,  nevertheless,  very 
good,  and  highly  creditable  to  its  author.  His  views  were  correct,  his 
sentiments  excellent,  and  his  style  elegant  and  poetic.  His  subject  was 
appropriate,  although  much  radiated.  His  illustrations  were  apt,  strong 
and  beautiful :  and  he  gave  additional  life  to  the  subject  by  infusing  into 
it  the  spirit  of  his  own  lofty  enthusiasm. 

Professor  Harris  enjoys,  I  believe,  the  credit  and  satisfaction  of  being  a 
principal,  if  not  the  chief  and  primary  agent  in  founding  the  College  of 
Dental  Surgeons  in  this  city.  And  that  credit  and  satisfaction  are  en- 
hanced greatly  by  the  consideration  that  it  is  the  first  and  only  institution 
of  the  kind  in  the  United  States,  or,  as  far  as  I  know,  in  the  world.  He 
takes  high  ground  for  this  department  of  science,  and  ranks  it  second  to 
none  connected  with  the  healing  art.  And  no  doubt,  if  his  arduous  ex- 
ertions and  laudable  ambition  for  its  success  be  properly  patronized  and 
sustained,  this  institution  is  destined  to  attain  an  eminence  commensurate 
with  the  importance  of  the  knowledge  it  is  designed  to  impart;  and  per- 
haps beyond  the  expectation  now  entertained  by  its  most  sanguine 
friends. 

The  third  lecture,  also  delivered  in  the  latter  institution,  to  a  small  but 
intelligent  auditory,  with  which  I  was  edified,  was  given  by  Professor 
Handy.  His  subject  embraced  general  science.  But  the  lecturer's  chief 
aim  was  to  inculcate  the  paramount  importance  of  the  science  of  man,  as 
a  physical,  moral  and  mental  being.  But  as  I  only  designed  to  notice 
these  lectures  in  a  summary  manner,  I  will  briefly  add  that  this  gentleman 
was  happy  in  the  arrangement  of  his  subject ;  and  equally  so  in  the  ner- 
vous language  with  which  he  clothed  his  sentiments.  His  manner  was 
not  only  pleasant  and  easy,  but  impressive.  He,  as  did  his  colleague, 
acted  well  his  part.  I  shall  not  subject  myself  to  the  imputation  of  arro- 
gance by  saying,  that  his  views  of  physiology  and  pathology,  as  far  as 
they  went,  were  sound  and  correct  generally.  He  took  one  position, 
however,  the  correctness  of  which  I  was  disposed  to  doubt;  i.  e.,  that  the 
defective  circulation  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs,  from  compression  (by 
corsets  or  otherwise),  produced  tubercles  in  these  organs. 

This  institution  is  in  its  incipient  stage  of  existence  ;  having  been  creat- 
ed by  a  charter  from  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  at  the  session  of  1840— 
41.  Not  only  is  its  reputation  circumscribed  by  this  fact,  but  also  by  the 
comparative  paucity  of  those  who  are  personally  interested  in  its  jiromo- 
tion,  as  devotees  to  this  branch  of  surgery.  Judging,  however,  from  the 
zeal  and  ability  exhibited  by  those  of  the  Faculty  whom  1  have  had  the 
gratification  of  hearing,  it  has  commenced  under  favorable  auspices  ;  and 
I  cherish  the  hope  that  it  will  "  go  on  and  prosper."  Medicus. 

Baltimore,  Nov.  7,  1843. 
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Medical  Education. — A  lecture  by  Martyn  Paine,  M.D.,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  York,  re-published  from  the  New  York  Journal,  is  making 
something  of  a  sensation.  Its  title  is,  "The  Improvement  of  Medical 
Education  in  the  United  States." 

A  vast  deal  has  been  elaborated  on  this  subject — especially  on  anniver- 
sary occasions — and  hence  it  has,  in  a  measure,  become  stale  from  having 
been  thus  a  standing  theme  for  medical  orators.  Dr.  Paine  has  treated 
the  matter  with  more  discretion  and  consideration  than  any  one  of  the 
legion  who  has  preceded  him  in  the  same  fertile  domain.  He  shows  that 
it  is  quite  impossible  to  provide  the  great  country  of  these  United  States 
with  medical  men  whose  educational  attainments  shall  be  of  the  highest 
order.  In  the  first  place,  those  embarking  in  the  profession  are  generally 
destitute,  but  industrious,  ingenious,  determined  young  men.  They  are 
not  drones,  nor  are  they  always  the  ignoramuses  their  more  fortunate 
brethren  may  imagine.  They  are  precisely  fitted  to  the  condition  of  so- 
ciety in  a  new,  thriving  country,  whose  institutions  of  learning  are  of  re- 
cent creation. 

Without  the  country  schools,  hundreds  could  not  be  medically  educated, 
who  are  needed  in  our  immense  extent  of  territory,  to  alleviate  the  physi- 
cal woes  of  humanity.  With  the  increase  of  population,  there  is  naturally 
an  increase  of  pecuniary  means,  and  a  corresponding  ambition  in  regard 
to  literary  and  scientific  acquirements.  With  this  regular  progression  of 
Avays  and  means,  which  bear  a  certain  relationship  to  the  age  of  a  com- 
munity or  a  nation,  these  defects  of  mental  culture,  which  are  deplored  by 
the  man  of  learning  and  refinement,  begin  to  disappear,  so  that  each  suc- 
ceeding generation  positively  becomes  wiser.  So  it  will  be  with  the  sys- 
tem of  medical  education  in  this  new  section  of  the  habitable  world.  The 
profession  of  medicine  is  disgraced  here  by  ignorant  pretenders,  and  arro- 
gant, unprincipled  knaves  ;  and  so  are  the  other  professions.  Time  is 
gradually  correcting  the  evil,  great  as  it  is.  Fifty  years  hence,  the  stand- 
ard of  medical  education  will  jdoubtless  be  uniform,  as  it  is  in  great  Bri- 
tain. We  must  exercise  patience  and  forbearance,  instead  of  threatening 
coercive  measures  to  make  the  entire  medical  body  come  up  to  some  ex- 
alted standard  of  individual  excellence. 

Dr.  Paine  has  done  himself  honor  in  the  judicious  manner  with  which 
he  has  gone  over  the  whole  ground.  He  sees  the  difficulty,  but  has  the 
wisdom  to  perceive  that  men  can  neither  be  driven  nor  frightened  into 
doing  that  which,  however  desirable,  circumstances  render  inexpedient,  if 
not  impossible.  Just  as  fast  as  the  ignorant  can  improve  themselves,  they 
will  do  so.     The  sons  will  excel   their   fathers  in  each  succeeding  age. 

An  extract  from  Dr.  Paine's  lecture  will  be   found  in  to-day's  Journal. 
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Practical  Manual  of  Diseases  of  the  Heart.* — Messrs.  Biirrinrrton  & 
Haswell,  of  Pliiladelphia,  manifest  no  relaxation  in  their  efTorts  to  furnish 
the  medical  part  of  the  American  community  with  the  writings  of  all 
countries  which  are  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  medical  science 
among  them.  A  gentleman  remarked  the  other  day,  that  he  could  not 
conceive  how  puhlishers  disposed  of  such  a  flood  of  medical  works  as  they 
were  continually  throwing  from  a  prolific  press.  The  fact  is,  the  more 
they  print,  the  greater  is  the  demand  ;  and  so  it  will  continue  to  be  while 
the  country  flourishes,  population  increases,  and  intelligence  characterizes 
the  people. 

The  little  work  before  us  is  a  translation  from  the  French,  by  Wm.  A. 
Harris,  M.D.,  who  judiciously  remarks,  that  "Notwithstanding  the  pub- 
lication of  many  valuable  treatises  on  diseases  of  the  heart,  their  study  is 
generally  neglected.  The  unfounded  scepticism  which  still  exists  in  the 
minds  of  many  physicians,  on  the  possibility  of  recognizing  and  curing 
these  diseases,  and  especially  the  difference?  of  opinion  among  authors  re- 
specting them,  have,  in  no  slight  degree,  contributed  to  cast  disfavor  on 
this  useful  branch  of  medicine." 

This  portable  manual  is  divided  into  two  parts.  In  the  first  are  consid- 
ered the  anatomy  of  the  heart;  its  physiology;  its  beats  and  sounds,  ex- 
tensively examined  and  minutely  investigated,  forming  four  chapters. 
Part  second  embraces'symptoms  of  disease  of  the  organ;  all  forms  of  in- 
flammation to  which  it  is  predisposed,  or  which  are  known  to  occur. 
Then  follow  chapters  on  the  organic  diseases  of  the  heart  and  large 
vessels.  Next,  there  are  two  chapters  on  the  nervous  diseases  of  the  or- 
gan, followed  by  an  appendix  of  two  more  chapters,  entitled  diseases  of 
the  heart,  where  some  very  nice  subdivisions  of  maladies  are  brought 
under  notice.  For  example,  there  are  hydro-pericardium,  hemo-peri- 
cardium,  and  pneu mo-pericardium,  with  accompanying  explanations  of 
the  indications  of  each,  drawn  with  a  minuteness  to  satisfy  one  of  the 
most  fastidious  of  the   defunct  brotherhood   of  mathematical  practitioners. 

This  is  strictly  a  French  production,  but  none  the  less  valuable  on  that 
account,  notwithstanding  the  prejudices  that  some  of  the  old  school  phy- 
sicians present  against  the  modern  authorities  from  that  source.  It  is  not 
so  elaborate  as  to  be  bunhensome,  and  yet  nothing  is  omitted  that  should 
be  expressed.  With  these  views,  we  wish  the  book  may  have  the  encou- 
rajrement  which  it  deserves. 


Practical  MedicineA — This  volume  is  wholly  and  distinctly  a  native 
production.  The  editor.  Dr.  Gait,  of  Williamsburg,  Virg.,  has  given  a 
very  satisfactory  history  of  it,  by  which  we  get  a  little  insight  into' the 
life  and  writings  of  the  author,  the  late  distinguished  Dr.  Alexander  D. 
Gait,  of  the  same  place. 

The  volume  is  mostly  composed  of  cases  that  occurred  in  Dr.  G.'s  prac- 
tice, and  is  in  two  parts.  The  first  treats  of  intermittent  and  remittent 
fever;    inflammation    of    the    placenta    and   lungs;  inflammation  of  the 


*  PractiCHl  MaiiUHl  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Great  Vessels,  a  work  iiUeiuled  to  facilitate 
anri  evtend  the  study  of  these  diseases.  By  F.  .\.  Aran,  Interne  of  lUe  Hotel  Uieu,  &c.  Translated 
from  the  French  by 'Wm.  A.  Harris,  M.D.  Philadelphia:  E.  Barrinijion  &  Geo.  D.  Haswell.  12ino. 
pp.  2!)G.     1813. 

t  I'rHclical  Medicine:  illustrated  by  cases  of  the  most  important  diseases.  Edited  by  Jdlin  M. 
Gait,  M.l>.    Philadelphia:   E.  Harrington  &  Geo.   1).  Haswell.     8»o.,  pp.  328.     184'3. 
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bronchia;  colic;  dysentery;  and.  lastly,  rheumatism.  The  second  is 
made  up  of  a  collection  of  miscellaneous  cases. 

The  editor  in  his  preface  says, — "  The  cases  included  in  the  following 
work,  were  selected  from  papers  left  by  ray  father,  Alexander  D.  Gait. 
Of  some  of  the  cases  which  he  attended  he  was  in  the  habit  of  taking, 
at  the  time  of  attendance,  a  detailed  account ;  and  this  work  consists  of 
a  selection  of  these  descriptions,  together  with  occasional  remarks,  either 
interwoven  with  these  cases  or  made  separately.  After  studying  for  seve- 
ral years  in  Virginia,  in  the  office  of  his  father,  John  M.  Gait,  a  well- 
known  and  highly-esteemed  practitioner  in  this  section  of  the  country,  he 
then  studied  medicine  in  London  four  years  ;  whilst  there,  he  was  a 
pupil  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  He  had  an  extensive  practice  in  Williams- 
burg, Virg.,  and  the  neighboring  counties,  for  about  forty  years  ;  in  this 
district  of  country  he  was  as  much  distinguished  for  his  exalted  moral 
worth,  as  for  his  great  medical  skill.  He  was  surgeon  to  the  State  Luna- 
tic Hospital,  in  Williamsburg,  for  many  years.  Throughout  his  life,  as  a 
physician,  his  few  leisure  moments  were  devoted  principally  to  medical 
readings." 

This  devotion  of  the  son  to  the  character  of  his  father,  claims  our 
warmest  admiration.     Through  him  the  dead  instruct  the  livinsf. 


Yale  College. — In  looking  over  the  catalogue  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  this  excellent  and  flourishing  institution,  we  are  gratified  to  per- 
ceive that  no  change  of  times  seems  to  afTect  the  onward  march  of  pros- 
perity in  the  medical  school  of  Connecticut.  No  disposition  has  ever 
been  manifested  by  the  Faeultj'-  for  swelling  the  list  of  names  to  the  neg- 
lect of  appropriate  efforts  for  the  permanent  usefulness  and  character  of 
the  department.  There  is  a  kind  of  stability  in  the  Connecticut  organi- 
zation of  things,  literary  or  scientific,  which  is  acknowledged  by  all  who 
have  studied  the  statistics  of  its  prominent  institutions.  The  people  of 
Connecticut  educate  their  own  physicians  and  surgeons,  according  to  a  re- 
quired standard,  which  the  wise  men  of  the  State  fixed  upon  many 
years  ago.  They  care  nothing  about  the  rivalry  or  the  quarrels  of  neigh- 
boring schools — a  system  has  been  adopted,  and  rigidly  enforced, in  regard 
to  medical  requirements,  which  has  furnished  not  only  Connecticut,  but 
many  other  States,  with  some  of  the  most  distinguished  practitioners  in 
the  Union.  Long  may  the  Fellows  of  Yale  College  maintain  the  same 
system  that  now  gives  character  to  those  educated  there  for  the  practice  of 
either  of  the  learned  professions,  law,  physic  or  divinity. 


Anatomical  Atlas. — Henry  H.  Smith  M.D.,  is  preparing  an  atlas  of 
the  bones,  muscles,  ligaments  and  nerves,  which  is  to  be  illustrated  by 
about  six  hundred  illustrations  on  wood.  There  are  to  be  five  parts 
— making  five  distinct  volumes,  or  one  imperial  octavo.  From  the 
advertising  sheet  of  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  in  which  a  specimen  of  the 
engravings  is  given,  an  expectation  has  been  raised  in  favor  of  the  work. 
Students,  particularly,  will  look  with  anxiety  for  its  publication. 


A  Colored  Physiciati. — A  petition  was  recently  presented  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Tennessee,  from  the  citizens  of  Fayette  Co.,  praying  that  a  cer- 
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tain  negro  slave,  called  Dr.  Jack,  be  exempted  from  the  law  prohibiting 
slaves  from  practising-  medicine.  It  was  supported  by  another  petition 
from  the  ladies  of  the  same  county.  He  is  represented  to  be  skilful  ;  he 
has  been  long  in  practice,  and  has  rendered,  it  is  said,  essential  service  to 
suffering  humanity.  The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Senate  for  the  action  of  that  body. 


Fever  at  Lane  Seminar^/— Effects  of  Vegetable  Diet.— In  No.  7,  Vol. 
XX\  III.,  of  this  Journal,  some  account  was  given  of  an  anomalous  disease 
among  the  students  of  Lane  Seminary,  in  Cincinnati.  The  last  No.  of  the 
Western  Journal  of  .Medicine  and  Surgery  contains  a  full  account  of  the 
fever  (typhoid),  by  Dr.  Thomas  Carroll,  of  that  city.  We  have  only 
room  this  week  to  quote  Dr.  C.'s  statement  respecting  the  effects  of  spare 
diet  in  producing  this  disease. 

"  It  has  been  the  habit,"  he  says,  "  of  the  students  to  take  care  of  their 
own  rooms,  which  of  course  has  not  always  been  done  in  a  way  that  a 
lady  would  have  dictated.  Most  of  them  have  lived  at  a  common  table, 
which  has  been  furnished  in  a  plain  but  substantial  manner.  Six  or 
seven,  however,  boarded  themselves  during  1842,  and  most  of  these  were 
Graharaites  ;  indeed,  all  lived  in  an  abstemious  way.  All,  with  a  single 
exception,  had  the  fever — he,  I  believe,  ate  animal  food  occasionally,  and 
he  was  also  too  far  advanced  in  life  to  be  in  much  danger  of  the  disease. 
Among  these  students  arose  the  woist  forms  of  the  fever.  But  one  stu- 
dent who  had  the  disease  boarded  in  a  private  family,  and  the  form  in 
which  he  had  it  was  not  severe.  Six  cases  occurred  in  families  who  had 
admitted  some  of  the  sick  students.  There  were  two  cases  in  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Goodman's  family  ;  these  occurred  in  boys  who,  so  far  as  was  known, 
had  not  mixed  with  any  of  those  who  had  "the  disease  at  the  Seminary. 
All  who  had  the  fever,  besides  the  students,  were  under  thirteen  years  of 
age  ;    and  one  was  not  more  than  two  years  old." 

Agairi,  he  says — "The  mode  of  living  has  no  doubt  much  to  do  with 
the  origin  of  typhoid  fever;  yet  I  have  known  it  to  originate  in  very 
cleanly  families,  but  seldom  among  those  who  lived  well  as  to  diet,  and 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  eating  animal  food.  This  may,  however,  more 
frequently  occur  than  I  am  aware  of.  The  only  fatal  cases  among  the  stu- 
dents, at  the  Lane  Seminary,  took  place  among  those  who  had  for  a  con- 
siderable time  abstained  from  animal  food,  and  all  who  were  Grahamiles 
had  the  fever." 


Clerical  Prescription. — Dr.  W.  H.  Brown  gives,  in  the  Lancet,  the  fol- 
lowing illustration  of  the  occasional  interference  of  clergymen  in  the 
medical  treatment  of  patients.  "I  have  been  attending  lately  an  old 
gentleman  who  was  sorely  afflicted  with  eczema,  who,  of  course,  wanted 
to  know,  every  lime  he  saw  me,  '  what  I  called  it,'  and  who,  when  I  had 
spelled  it  in  his  ear  about  fifty  times,  managed  to  keep  it  in  his  mind. 
One  afternoon,  after  this  was  accomplished,  there  opportunely  arrived,  at 
diiiner  time,  just  as  it  happened  to  be  ready,  the  Shepherd,  who,  of  course, 
finding  the  old  gentleman  ill,  put  on  his  best  grief  and  asked  what  was  the 
matter,  in  reply  to  which  the  old  gentleman  spelled  what  had  been  spelled 
to  him  ;  at  which  the  Shepherd  was  so  shocked  (professionally  placing 
one    hand   on    the  stomach   and   raising  the   other)  that  the  supper-hour 
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elapsed  before  he  found  himself  equal  to  leave.  Ordinary  folks  usually 
prescribe  for  their  friends'  ailments  on  the  spot,  but  the  Shepherd  went 
home  first,  and  the  next  morning,  by  post,  wrote,  as  the  result  of  a  night's 
deliberation — '  Your  disease  isn't  eczema,  as  the  doctor  says  it  is.  There 
isn't  any  such  term  ;  but  it's  exanthemata.  You'll  soon  get  rid  of  it  if 
you  trust  in  Jesus  and  keep  your  bowels  open.'  " 


Boils. — You  cannot  disperse  them,  even  if  you  ought,  you  may  try, 
therefore,  to  bring  the  boil  forward  by  steaming  ;  but  you  had  better  cover 
it  with  plaster,  and  attend  to  its  source,  and  prevent  others  by  attention  to 
the  stotnach,  by  an  emetic  and  alterative  pill,  and  bitter  in/usion  with  alka- 
line solutions.  When  it  looks  ill.  and  exhibits  a  mass  of  corrupted  cellu- 
lar membrane,  it  should  be  dressed  with  digpstive  ointment  and  poulticed. 
To  correct  the  disposition  to  them,  after  considering  the  state  of  the  intes- 
tinal canal,  give  antimonials,  and  order   the   warm  bath. —  Sir  C.  Bell. 


Medical  Miscellamj. — Two  children,  recently  born  at  Lexington,  Ind., 
are  represented  to  have  a  complete  union  of  the  breast  bone,  the  whole 
length. — The  smallpox  is  prevailing  to  a  considerable  extent  at  Milkwau- 
kie.  Twenty-nine  cases  have  occurred  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  dis- 
ease. Of  these,  five  terminated  fatally.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gushing,  of  the 
Unitarian  church,  is  among  those  who  have  been  attacked. — Dr.  Warren 
performed  lithotomy  on  a  small  bov,  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital, on  Saturday,  Nov.  ISth. — E.  H.  Leffingwell,  M.D.,  of  Brunswick, 
Me.,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  History  in 
the  University  of  Missouri.  —  Dr.  John  0.  C.  Barclay,  Assistant  Surgeon, 
sailed  in  the  U.  S.  Brisf  Lawrence  for  the  West  Indies. 


Married, — In  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Jno.F.  Drake  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Harrison,  both 
of  North  Carolina.— C.  L.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  to  Miss  Caroline  L. 
Langdon. 

Died, — In  Boston,  Dr.  Geo.  Chadwick,  41,  formerly  of  New  Hampshire. —  At 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  Dr.  John  S.  Wolcott,  son  of  the  late  Gov.  Wolcott,  suddenly^ 
from  putting  arsenic  in  a  tooth  to  alleviate  the  toothache. — At  Thetford,  Vt.,  Mr. 
Edward  Monroe  Niles,  a  member  of  the  Medical  Class  in  Dartmouth  College, 
aged  2.3.     The  following  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  class  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Edward  M.  Niles,  the  medical  class 
of  ]b43  feel  tliat  they  have,  as  a  class  and  as  private  individuals,  sustained  a  se- 
vere affliction. 

Resolved,  That  our  deceased  brother  had,  by  his  talents  and  devotion,  given  rich 
promise  of  future  usefulness,  and  we  deem  his  sudden  decease  a  great  loss  to  that 
profession  which  he  had  chosen,  and  which  ho  was  eminently  well  calculated  to 
adorn. 

Resolved,  That  while  his  talents  had  secured  the  highest  respect,  his  generous 
disposition  and  his  manly  deportment  had  won  our  warmest  friendship — and  we 
most  heartily  sympathize  with  the  friends  of  our  deceased  brother  in  their 
affliction. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  25,  42. — Males,  ]C — Females,  26.    Stillborn,  5. 

Of  consumption,  9— croup,  1— lung  fever,  2— typhus  fever,  6— iiiur.ismus,  ]  — scarlet  fever,  I — in- 
flammation of  the  lungs,  3 — canker,  1 — fits,  1 — abscess,  1 — intemperance,  1 — teething  2— ulcerated 
sore  throat,  1 — cholera  infantum,.]— measles,  3 — rheumatism,  1 — old  age,  2 — inflammatory  sore  throat, 
1 — purpura  hemorrhagica,  1— child-bed,  1 — diarrhcjea,  1 — iiifanlile,  i. 

Under  5  years,  13— between  5  and  20  years,  6— between  20  and  60  years,  20— oTer60  yenre,  3. 
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Structure  and  Function  of  the  Intestinal  Villi.— M'Sl.  Gruby  and  De- 
lafond  laid  before  ihe  Academie  des  Sciences,  on  the  -5lh  of  June,  a  paper 
upon  the  Anatomy  and  Function  of  the  Intestinal  Villi,  in  which  they 
stale  that  "  the  villi  of  the  small  intestine  are  covered  not  only  with  cylin- 
drical epithelium,  but  also  with  another  form  of  epithelium,  which,  from 
its  situation,  they  have  named  capitate.  Each  cell  of  epithelium  is  pro- 
vided with  a  cavity,  the  orifice  of  which  is  sometimes  wide  open,  at  others 
more  or  less  completely  closed.  At  the  surface  of  the  epithelium  of  the 
villi  of  the  small  intestine  of  a  dog,  are  some  vibratile  cilia  not  yet  described, 
of  which  the  function  is  perhaps  to  displace,  when  necessary,  the  coarser 
chyle,  which  is  in  contact  with  the  epithelium. 

'"Underneath  the  epithelium,  the  villus  is  composed  merely  of  a  vascu- 
lar and  fibrous  membrane,  and  within  this  membrane,  of  one  chyliferous 
vessel,  or  canal  only. 

"  In  contracting  according  to  their  longitudinal  axis,  the  villi  become 
shortened,  and  take  a  conical  form,  of  which  the  base  is  towards  the  mu- 
cous membrane.  In  contracting  according  to  their  transverse  diameter, 
Ihey  become  thinner  and  longer.  In  fine,  they  execute  movements  in 
every  way,  as  we  have  before  said  in  our  note  to  the  Academy  on  the  4th 
of  Sept.  1842.  In  executing  these  movements,  the  villi  empty  themselves 
of  the  blood  and  chyle  conta'ined  in  their  vessels,  and  put  themselves  in 
contact  with  the  new  parts  of  the  coarser  chyle  digested  from  the  aliments. 
Each  cell  of  epithelium  must  be  considered  as  an  organ  especially  design- 
ed to  receive  the  coarser  chyle  proceeding  from  digestion,  and  to  convert 
it  into  an  homogeneous  chyle,  formed  of  an  infinity  of  small  molecules, 
held  in  suspension  in  a  transparent  and  spontaneously  coagulable  liquid. 
These  molecules,  and  the  liquid,  are  the  only  parts  fit  to  pass  through  the 
deep  orifice  of  the  epithelium  cells,  in  order  to  get  into  the  one  chyliferous 
vessel  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  villus. 

"  Each  cell  of  the  epithelium  has  a  quadruple  function  :— 1st.  To  fill 
itself  with  the  coarser  chyle  proceeding  from  the  digestive  process.  2d. 
To  divide  and  attenuate  this  chyle,  and  convert  it  into  a  pure  and  homoge- 
neous chyle,  3d.  To  expel  this  liquid,  so  elaborated,  and  direct  it  towards 
the  chyliferous  canal  through  the  vascular  and  fibrous  tissue.  This  ap- 
paratus we  have  named  chylogenous.  4th.  In  fine,  to  imbibe  the  substan- 
ces dissolved  by  digestion, "and  to  make  them  enter  the  vascular  appara- 
tus. " — U  Experience. 

Haemorrhage. — Some  months  ago  there  was  described,  in  a  number  of 
the  Medical  Gazette,  a  simple,  eaW,  and  efficacious  method  of  treating 
epistaxis  ;  of  its  efficacy  I  can  speak  highly,  as  I  have  on  several  occa- 
sions put  an  imm.ediate  stop  to  profuse  haemorrhage  from  the  nose  by 
adopting  that  plan.  The  treatment  consists  simply  in  making  the  patient 
hold  up'boih  arms  above  his  head,  when  the  bleeding  will  be  found  soon 
to  cease.  -^ 

Might  not  the  same  plan  be  pursued  in  cases  of  alarming  haemorrhage, 
that  occurs  in  some  persons  after  the  extraction  of  a  tooth  ?— A  Student 
in  Lon.  Med.  Gaz. 


New  Books  in  London.— OuiVmes  of  Pathology  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine. By  Wm.  Pulteney  Alison,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.— A  Practical  Treatise 
on  Fractures.     By  Edward  F.  Lonsdale,  Surgeon. 
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CASE    OF    STRANGULATED    CONGENITAL    HERNIA    REDUCED    EN 

MASSE. 

B7  J.  Luke,  Esq.,  London. 

The  subject  of  the  case  was  by  profession  an  engraver,  set.  39  years, 
married  ;  father  of  eight  children,  and  generally  a  healthy  man.  About  9 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  October,  1843,  he  called  in  his  way 
home  at  Mr.  Dawson's  surgery,  Islington,  complaining  of  severe  pain  in 
the  abdomen  and  sickness.  He  stated  that  he  had  suffered  a  similar  pain 
on  the  4tl),  which  had  disturbed  his  rest  during  the  night,  but  that  it  had 
passed  off  in  the  morning,  leaving  him  easy  throughout  the  5th,  on  which 
day  there  had  been  a  motion  from  the  bowels. 

Upon  the  present  occasion  the  pain  had  returned  with  increased  vio- 
lence, and  had  existed  for  about  two  hours.  The  pulse  was  not  more 
than  70  in  a  minute,  and  there  were  not  any  febrile  symptoms  present. 
Pressure  could  be  borne  over  the  whole  abdomen  without  any  increase 
of  pain.  Mr.  Dawson  being  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  hernia,  insti- 
tuted inquiries  concerning  it,  but  learnt  that  it  was  not  down,  and  had  not 
been  down  for  a  long  time  previous.  An  active  aperient  was  adminis- 
tered, and  the  abdomen  ordered  to  be  fomented. 

About  half  past  11  Mr.  Dawson  was  called  to  the  patient's  house,  the 
pain  of  the  abdomen  having  much  increased.  He  learnt  that  since  his 
previous  interview  the  hernia  had  descended,  and  now  formed  a  tumor 
about  the  size  of  an  egg,  hard,  but  not  very  painful.  The  reduction  of 
this  by  the  taxis  was  accomplished  in  three  or  four  minutes,  by  the  use  of 
moderate  pressure  and  with  little  pain,  after  which  the  patient  expressed 
himself  relieved.  An  ounce  of  castor  oil  combined  with  ten  drops  of 
tincture  of  opium  was  administered,  and  retained  on  the  stomach  without 
sickness. 

When  seen  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  it  was  found  that  he  had 
passed  a  restless  night,  and  suffered  much  pain  and  tenderness  over  the 
whole  abdomen,  but  not  more  at  one  part  than  another,  nor  more  on  the 
right  side  than  on  the  left,  ^here  had  not  been  any  action  of  the  bow- 
els, and  the  sickness  had  returned.  The  countenance  was  much  depress- 
ed. Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  followed  by 
faintness,  and  calomel  combined  with  opium  was  given, 
18 
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At  this  period  Mr.  Dawson  requested  my  attendance  in  consultation. 
1  saw  the  patient  ahout  12  o'clock.  He  was  ll)en  suffering  great  pain. 
The  countenance  was  anxious,  the  pulse  was  weak  and  depressed,  the 
bowels  had  not  acted  from  the  medicines  administered,  and  there  had 
been  a  frequent  rejection  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  by  vomiting.  I 
learnt  that  he  had  been  the  subject  of  inguinal  hernia  on  the  right  side 
for  some  years,  for  which  he  had  worn  a  truss  during  the  last  two. 

On  inspection  of  the  groin  1  found  that  the  right  testicle  had  not  de- 
scended (j'om  the  abdomen,  and  that  the  neighborhood  of  the  rings  was 
free  from  the  external  appearance  of  tumor,  but  there  was  on  compari- 
son found  a  very  slight  fulness  on  the  right  side  more  than  on  the  left. 
When  the  liand  was  pressed  over  the  internal  ring,  a  small  tumor  could 
be  obscurely  felt;  but  not  painful  to  the  touch,  the  principal  seat  of  pain 
being  the  left  side  and  pit  of  the  stomach. 

The  tumor  alluded  to  was  supposed  to  be  formed  by  the  undescended 
testicle,  which  supposition  was  subsequently  found  to  be  correct. 

It  was  remarked  that  the  external  inguinal  ring  (which  was  large 
and  admitted  the  introduction  of  tlie  finger),  was  not  occupied  by  any 
structures  passing  through  it,  such  as  mis^ht  be  presumed  to  pass  tijrougb 
it  provided  a  hernial  sac  remained  in  the  part  after  its  contents  were  re- 
duced. The  inference  was  therefore  drawn,  that  the  sac  had  been  re- 
duced with  its  contents,  and  the  suspicion  arose,  from  the  persistence  of 
symptoms  of  intestinal  obstruction,  that  those  contents  were  in  a  state 
of  strangulation,  and  constituted  the  kind  of  case  known  as  reduction  en 
masse.  Under  this  impression,  the  patient  was  requested  to  get  out  of 
bed,  to  cough  and  strain,  and  use  some  exertion  to  produce  a  re-descent  of 
the  hernia.  The  appearance  of  a  small  flaccid  tumor  at  the  external 
ring  was  the  result,  but  not  painful,  and  easily  returnable  by  a  very 
slight  pressure  with  tlie  finger.  The  act  of  standing  caused  considerable 
pain  over  the  whole  region  of  the  groin,  horn  vvhicli  the  patient  became 
faint,  and  in  consequence  was  re-phiced  in  bed.  Although  the  case  was 
one  the  nature  of  which  I  fully  suspected,  1  thought  it  not  advisal)le  to 
proceed  to  an  exploration  by  an  operation  instanter  ;  but  preferred  wait- 
ing for  a  few  hours  the  effect  of  some  opening  medicine  which  we  further 
ordered  to  be  administered.  I  determined,  however,  to  have  recom-se  to 
an  operation  at  our  next  meeting,  provided  the  bowels  should  not  pre- 
viously be  relieved. 

I  was  again  summoned  to  attend  before  the  arrival  of  the  time  ap- 
pointed (six  hours).  The  syniptoms  had  become  much  increased  in  se- 
verity, the  countenance  was  very  anxious,  and  the  prostration  very  great. 
Vomiting  was  frequent,  and  a  most  distressing  hiccough  annoyed  the  pa- 
tient almost  without  intermission.  The  pain  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach 
had  increased  to  agony,  and  the  abdomen  was  tense  and  tympanitic. 
The  groin  was  in  the  same  state  as  at  noon,  but  the  whole  neighbor- 
hood was  entirely  free  from  pain,  even  wh(?n  pressed  on  firmly  with  the 
hand. 

An  operation  was  proposed,  and  performed  without  delay. 

The  Operation, — The  patient's  legs  being   brought  over  the  side  of 
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llie  bed,  liis  shoulders  were  supported  by  pillows.  This  position,  by 
rendeiing  the  abdocninal  muscles  more  tense,  caused  the  tumor  pre- 
viously mentioned  to  become  more  prooiinent,  but  it  did  not  exhibit  tl»o 
tension  a^nd  resistance  common  to  strangulated  hernial  lumors.  It,  how- 
ever, became  the  guide  to  ray  proceedings.  An  incision  between  three 
and  four  inches  in  extent  being  made  over  it,  by  a  little  dissection  it  wai 
brought  into  view,  and  ascertained  to  contain  Huid.  By  a  puncture  of 
the  containing  sac  the  fluid  was  let  out,  and,  upon  its  escape,  every  ap- 
peariMice  of  tumor  vanished.  The  opening  being  enlarged  sufficiently, 
a  fiiijier  was  introduced  throu:di  the  sac  into  the  inguinal  canal,  as  far  a:: 
the  internal  ring,  in  which  situation  a  rounded  body  was  detected,  whicti 
eventually  proved  to  be  the  testicle,  but  rather  small,  and  which,  I  doubt 
not,  formed  the  tumor  felt  on  pressure  over  the  internal  ring  in  the  first 
exatnination  ol  the  part. 

On  introducing  the  finger  beyond  this,  a  second  rounded  body  was  felt, 
lying  deeply  within  the  abdominal  paiietes,  and  extending  as  far  as  the 
finger  would  reach.  The  sac  being  more  completely  laid  open,  the  tes- 
ticle was  readily  brought  into  view  ;  but  to  expose  the  second  rounded 
bodv  was  a  matter  of  some  difficulty,  and  was  eventually  accomplished 
by  forcibly  pulling  the  divided  portion  of  the  sac,  by  wjiich  means  tht 
remainder  of  the  sac  was  drawn  out  from  the  abdomen,  together  with  its 
contents.  This  latter  consisted  of  a  knuckle  of  intestine,  about  foiu 
inches  in  length,  and  somewhat  dark  in  color.  It  was  found  to  be  stric- 
tured  by  the  neck  of  the  sac  ;  the  stricture,  before  it  was  drawn  out  fror) 
the  abdomen,  being  barely  capable  of  being  reached  v^'ith  the  finget. 
There  was  considerable  tendency  of  the  sac,  with  its  contents,  to  recede 
again  within  the  abdomen  on  the  remission  of  the  force  used  for  its  with- 
drawal, and  it  became  necessary  to  be  held  by  an  assistant,  that  the  divi- 
sion of  the  stricture  might  be  accomplished  without  the  danger  conse- 
quent upon  an  attempt  to  effect  it  while  it  v^as  lying  deeply  within  the 
parietes.  In  this  I  was  assisted  by  Mr.  Lyndall,  who  was  present  with 
Mr.  Dawson.  After  the  division  of  the  stricture  the  intestine  was  easily 
returned  into  the  general  peritoneal  cavity,  followed  by  the  finger  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  that  it  was  entirely  free  from  constriction.  The 
return  was  almost  immediately  followed  by  relief  to  the  distressing  hic- 
cough and  intense  pain  of  the  pit  of  the  stomach. 

The  wound  was  closed  by  two  sutures,  and  the  patient  placed  in  bed. 
There  were  not  any  medicines  administered. 

Oct.  8th. — The  patient  is  much  better,  and  the  pain  of  the  abdomen 
lias  considerably  abated.  The  pulse  is  tranquil,  and  the  countenance 
much  improved.  The  skin  is  free  from  febrile  heat,  and  the  bowels  have 
been  opened  nine  times  without  the  aid  of  medicine.  Ordered  a  little 
beef-tea  and  a  rice  pudding. 

9th. — Abdomen  slightly  tympanitic  and  painful  about  the  stomach. 
In  other  respects  going  on  well.  Ordered  5  ij.  Epsom  salts  in  §  j.  infu- 
sion of  gentian  every  two  hours  until  the  bowels  are  opened. 

lOlh. — There  have  been  two  or  three  motions,  and  the  tympanitic  state 
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and  pain  of  tlie  abdomen  have  passed  away.     The  wound  was  dressed 
to-day,  and  lound  united  throuj;h  a  considerable  extent  by  adhesion. 

16th. — The  progress  has  been  unifonnly  satisfiictory.  Wound  nearly 
healed.  The  patient  says  he  is  quite  well.  On  this  day  1  took  my 
leave. — London  Medical  Gazette. 


VACCINATION    INTRODUCED    INTO  PERSIA. 

J,  V.  C.  Smith,  M.D. 
My  Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  October  3d,  1842,  accompanying  a 
package  of  vaccine  vims,  reached  me  on  the  1st  of  iMay.  You  have  laid 
me  under  great  obligations  by  your  kindness,  and  not  only  ine,  but  also 
the  people  of  this  district  of  country.  Be  pleased  to  accept  my  most 
cordial  thanks. 

Vaccination  is  practised  to  some  extent  in  Persia,  as  at  Tabruz,  Tehran, 
Ispahan,  fcc,  and  has  been  for  some  years.     But  in  this  province  it  has 
never  been    introduced   among  the   natives  until  now.     Indeed  I  had  a 
greal  deal   of  difficulty  in   obtaining  genuine   matter  for  the  children  of 
ihis  mission.     I  failed  repeatedly  in  the  use  of  matter  sent  from  An)erica 
and  Constantinople,  but  at  last  succeeded,  with  matterfrom  Constantinople, 
upon  the  children  of  my  associates.     From  these  I  confidently  expected 
to  obtain  virus,  that  would  take  upon  the  native  children,  but  was  again 
disappointed.      I  began  to  think  there  must  be  something  in  this  climate, 
or  in  the  constitution  of  children   here,  rendering  them   incapable  of  im- 
pression from  the  vaccine  virus.     I    had  made   the  experiment  on  about 
fifty  children  before  your  package  arrived,  and  every  case  was  a  failure. 
On  one  occasion  Prince  Malek  Kassim  Meerza,  Governor  of  this  Province 
and    uncle   of  the  Shah,  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  matter,  sending  his 
own  servants  to  biing  the  children,  as  their  parents  were  afraid,  not  know- 
ing what  would  be  done,  and  with  his  own  hand  assisting  me  in  vaccinat- 
ing about  twenty.     As  soon  as  possible  after  your  package  arrived,  I  vac- 
cinated eight  children   from  the  scab,  following  your  directions  as  to  the 
manner,  but  every  one  failed.     Then  I  tried  the   virus  on  the  quills  upon 
six  children,  one  of  which,  to  my  great  joy,  succeeded.     From  this  I  in- 
troduced the  virus  into  four  or  five  others,  three  of  whom  took,  and  now 
I  have  three  others,  who  are  doing  w-ell  ;  so  that  you  see  the  prospect  is 
pretty  good  that  the  blessing  of  vaccination  will  be  generally  introduced 
among  this  people.     I  intend  to  spare  no  pains  in  the  matter,  and  thank 
you  for  your  earnest  charge  to  persevere.     The  blessing  of  vaccination, 
should  it  be  generally  introduced  here,  would  be  of  incalculable  value.     I 
have  not  the  means  of  making  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  deaths  yearly 
among  children  from  smallpox.     The  yearly  loss   is   immense.     A  child 
scarcely  ever  escapes  having  the  disease,  and  1  have  often  heard   it  said, 
that  in  some  seasons  and    places  half  of  those  who   take  it   die.     Last 
year  about  twenty  children  died  within  a  short  time  in   the  Nestorian 
quarter  of  this  city,  scarcely  a  stone's  throw  from  the   mission  premises. 
Besides  the  deaths  and  the  loathsomeness  of  the  disease,  a  large  number 
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become  blind  from  it.  You  ask  ihose  of  this  unfoiiimate  class,  which  is 
numerous  here,  how  tliey  hecame  blind,  and  in  a  large  .proportion  of  cases 
they  will  answer,  it  was  from  the  smallpox. 

When  we  first  be<;an  to  vaccinate,  it  was  difficult  to  persuade  parents 
to  bring  their  children.  When  applied  to,  they  would  say,  smalli)ox  is 
sent  from  God,  and  what  can  we  do  to  stop  its  pro^^ress  ?  This  feeling 
and  their  timidity  made  it  so  difficult  at  first,  that  the  Prince-Governor 
issued  an  order  in  a  village  on  the  mountain  near  our  summer  retreat,  that 
every  man,  who  would  not  bring  his  child,  should  be  fined  twenty-five 
dollars.  This  order  brought  us  a  plenty  of  cases  without  delay.  Bat 
now,  since  a  few  cases  have  been  successful,  and  the  people  have  seen 
that  no  harm  is  done,  we  have  no  trouble  in  obtaining  all  we  wish. 

I  thank  you  for  sending  several  numbers  of  your  '•  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal."  I  have  read  them  with  great  interest,  and  shall  be  hap- 
py to  see  more,  whenever  you  may  find  it  convenient  to  send  them.  At 
present  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  send  you  anything  for  insertion  in  your 
Journal,  as  you  were  so  kind  in  suggesting,  as  a  multiplicity  of  duties 
demand  all  my  time.  At  some  future  day,  if  time  shall  allow,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  write  something  for  you. 

You  ask  if  I  cannot  send  you  a  few  Persian  skulls.  If  practicable, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  do  it.  It  carmot  be  done  easily.  The  very  idea  would 
fill  the  Mussulman  mind  with  horror.  They  allow  no  dissection,  no  am- 
putation of  limbs.  A  few  days  ago  I  mentioned  the  subject  to  our  Prince, 
who  makes  no  scruples  in  saying  he  is  no  Mussulman.  He  said  tlie  skulls 
might  be  obtained  secretly,  and  no  noise  made  about  it.  Tliey  are  often 
dug  up  in  old  grave  yards  in  digging  new  graves,  hut  are  again  carefully 
deposited  beneath  the  ground.  It  is  sotnetimes  remarked  that  all  the 
parts  of  the  body  ought  to  be  near  together,  to  be  ready  for  the  day  of 
resurrection.  I  remain  yours,  very  truly, 

Ooroomiah,  Persia,  June  26th,  1843.  Austin   H.  Wright. 


INSTANCES   OF    MECHANICAL    PRESSURE    WHICH   OCCUR    IN    THE 

SYSTEM. 

I  Communicated  for  the  Boston  M«clica!  and  Surgicul.loiiinal.l 

1.  The  weight  of  a  child  of  the  ordinary  size,  at  the  termination  of  preg- 
nancy, is  estimated  to  be  eight  pounds;  and  though  some  weigh  less, 
others  weigii  much  more  ;  instances  occur  of  their  weighing  from  sixteen 
to  twenty  pounds.  In  puerperal  labor,  if  the  body  of  the  woman  is  placed 
in  an  upright  position,  the  expulsive  effijrts  of  the  uterus  are  assisted  by 
the  entire  weight  of  the  child  ;  if  the  patient  lies  horizontally,  the  weight 
of  the  child  is  entirely  lost  as  to  any  assistance  the  position  gives  ;  and 
if  the  pelvis  of  the  woman  is  higher  than  the  rest  of  the  body,  an  extra 
weight  is  thrown  upon  the  efforts  of  the  uterus.  The  mo.st  favorable 
position  in  which  to  place  a  woman  in  puerperal  labor,  is  an  upright  one, 
and  the  easiest  upright  position  is  that  of  resting  upon  the  knees  beside  a 
bed  or  before  a  chair.     Standing  erect  has  an  equal  advantage,  but  can- 
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not  be  so  long  endured.  In  the  uprliilit  position,  eVery  child  of  the 
ordinary  size  assists  in  \\s  own  expulsion  by  the  mechanical  pressure 
of  eiglit  pounds.  If  the  cliild  is  expelled  hy  a  hiuidied  efforts  of  th6 
uterus,  the  vital  force  of  the  uterus  is  saved  tlie  exj)eiiditure  of  a  power 
sufficient  to  raise  a  weight  of  eight  hundred  pounds.  Many  women  are 
loo  weak  and  helpless  to  bear  an  upright  position,  especially  in  the  latter 
part  of  a  labor ;  but  the  benefit  of  the  position  in  general,  must,  1  think, 
appear  undeniable.  Tiie  stimulus  of  the  child's  \veight,  pressing  upon 
the  mouth  of  the  uterus,  undoubtedly  has  an  additional  effect  in  quicken* 
ing  tile  exi)ulsive  efforts.  This  effect  must  have  been  witnessed  by  every 
physician  in  cases  where,  during  the  labor,  the  woman  is  diret;ted  to  stand 
upriglit  or  to  walk  about  the  room. 

2.  Four  years  ago  last  summer,  my  attention  was  called  to  a  woman 
living  at  a  cotton  mill  in  the  country,  in  the  very  last  stage  of  pregnancy, 
affected  with  that  species  of  anasarca  which  Cullen  denominates  anasarca 
oppilata,  or  dropsy  from  the  pressure  of  the  impregnated  uterus  upon  the 
veins  beneath  it.  The  woman  was  a  weaver,  in  the  most  perfect  health 
before  the  commencement  of  pregnancy,  28  years  old,  and,  in  every  re- 
spect, well  formed.  She  had  stood  on  her  feet  at  the  looms  up  to  within 
a  month  or  two  of  her  confinement.  1  did  not  see  her  in  season  to  make 
any  reduction  of  the  disease  before  labor  came  on.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  lal)or,  in  the  language  of  her  female  attendants,  '•'  she  was  a 
sight  to  behold."  The  anasarca  extended  from  the  feet  to  the  pit  of  the 
stomach  or  upper  part  of  the  waist.  Tlie  upper  half  of  the  body  was 
nearly  free  of  any  appearance  of  intumescence.  Her  female  friends,  who 
knew  her  condition,  had  serious  doubts  of  her  getting  through  with  the 
labor.  The  labor,  however,  went  on,  and  went  on  well,  although  she 
was  tumid  to  that  decree  about  the  vagina  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
an  examination  could  be  made,  so  closely  compresed  was  the  orifice.  In 
fact  there  was  no  more  delay  or  difficulty  in  the  labor,  than  in  the  labor  of 
well  women  with  the  first  child.  At  the  end  of  five  hours,  a  living  child 
was  born,  and  the  mother  comfortable  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour. 
The  placenta  came  away  without  more  flowing  than  is  common,  and  the 
mother  asked  to  see  the  child,  which  was  shown  her.  But  soon  she 
fainted  ;  came  out  of  the  fainting  fit ;  and  said  she  was  dying.  She  ex- 
pressed the  fact ;  she  was  dying,  but  was  .some  time  in  sinking,  and  ex- 
pired apparently  from  a  kind  of  collapse.  The  death  of  this  woman 
was  caused  by  an  anasarca  induced  by  the  mechanical  pressure  of  the 
impregnated  uterus  upon  the  pelvic  bloodvessels,  but  whether  upon  the 
veins  or  arteries,  or  both,  I  am  in  doubt.  Cullen  says  it  is  owing  to  pres- 
sure upon  the  veins.  It  is  easy  to  see  how  pressure  upon  the  vena  cava 
and  iliac  veins  may  produce  varicose  veins,  but  it  is  not  so  clear  that  pres- 
sure upon  these  vessels  produces  dropsy.  On  the  other  hand,  pressure 
upon  the  aorta  and  iliac  arteries,  by  preventing  the  ordinary  flow  of  arte- 
rial blood  to  the  lower  parts  of  the  body,  deprives  them  of  their  accus- 
tomed portion  of  nutriment,  and  operates  like  the  actual  loss  of  so  much 
blood  from  haemorrhage,  which  is  known  to  produce  dropsy  ofiener,  per- 
haps, than  any  other  cause.     It  is  the  pressure  of  the  uterus   upon    the 
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subjacent  bloodvessels,  thereby  throwing  back  the  blood  upon  the  head 
and  stomach,  that  occasions  the  necessity  of  bloodletting  in  pregnancy. 
The  particular  vessels  upon  which  the  uterus  presses  in  the  last  months 
of  pregnancy,  might  be  easily  ascertained  by  the  examination  of  women 
who  die  in  child-bed  before  delivery.  The  subject  deserves  much  atten- 
tion. In  a  similar  case  of  puerperal  labor,  I  think  I  should  give  the  pa- 
tient gin  with  a  good  deal  of  freedom.  Gin  is  not  only  a  supporter  of 
the  strength,  but  has  a  quick  and  powerful  action  in  freeing  the  kidneys 
and  bladder  in  case  of  retention  of  the  urine,  always  an  unpleasant  cir- 
cumstance. It  being  also  a  production  from  the  rye,  like  the  ergot,  1  have 
fancied  that,  like  the  ergot,  it  had  an  effect  in  freeing  the  uterus.  I  have 
certainly  noticed  a  resemblance  in  the  action  of  the  two  articles.  In  feeble 
women,  with  lingering  labors,  I  have  seen  it  have  the  happiest  effects, 
though  I  protest  against  the  wholesale  and  indiscriminate  use  of  it.  Its 
immoral  tendency  will  guide  the  good  sense  of  every  physician  in  the  use 
of  it.  I  have  given  half  a  gill  at  a  time,  repeated  as  often  as  three  or 
four  times.  In  a  natural  labor  it  should  never  be  used.  Would  not  the 
inducement  of  premature  labor,  at  the  sixth  or  seventh  month,  be  justifia- 
ble in  cases  of  anasarca  oppilata  of  a  fatal  tendency  ?  or  would  it  be  im- 
possible to  detect  the  fatality  of  its  tendency  at  so  early  a  stage  of  the 
disease  ? 

3.  Some  years  ago  I  met  with  the  following  instance  of  mechanical 
pressure.  A  young  woman,  about  18  years  of  age,  of  middling  size, 
was  suddenly  seized  one  morning  with  fainting  and  [)ain  in  the  right  side 
under  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  to  which  had  succeeded  coma  to  a  degree 
which  rendered  her  incapable  of  understanding  a  question.  She  was 
bled  freely  at  the  arm,  which  appeared  to  awaken  her  a  little,  though  not 
entirely.  She  had  been  costive  for  some  time.  During  the  day  and 
night  took  several  powerful  cathartics  without  effect.  The  coma  returned 
during  the  night.  The  second  day  she  was  bled  freely  again  at  the  arm, 
when  the  coma  instantly  left  her,  with  the  full  possession  of  her  senses. 
From  the  sudden  evanishment  of  the  coma,  I  immediately  concluded  that 
it  must  have  been  produced  by  pressure  upon  some  of  the  abdominal  or 
pelvic  bloodvessels.  The  soreness  of  the  side  when  pressed  by  the  hand 
was  by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  periodical  pain  which  was  expe- 
rienced in  the  same  part.  After  the  sudden  disappearance  of  the  coma, 
the  pain  in  the  side  became  excruciating.  The  patient  screamed  most 
piteously,  unlike  the  screaming  from  any  merely  inflammatory  pain  which 
I  had  ever  heard.  There  was  evidently  an  obstinate  stoppage  of  the 
bowels,  which  I  conceived  to  be  in  the  extreme  lower  portion,  probably 
a  stricture  of  the  colon  between  the  rectum  and  the  valve,  as  there 
was  little  or  no  disturbance  of  the  stomach.  Croton  oil  and  the  spirits 
of  turpentine  were  given,  but  without  any  decided  movement.  They 
produced  great  pain,  but  were  not  returned  by  the  stomach,  evidently  ope- 
rating down  beyond  the  valve  of  the  colon.  The  third  day,  while 
screaming  most  piteously,  and  still  without  any  movement  of  the  bowels, 
I  gave  her  the  solution  of  two  grains  of  the  tartrate  of  antimony,  which 
producing  no  vomiting  and  rather  relaxing  the  system,  at  the  end  of  half 
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an  hour  I  gave  her  six  grains  more,  which  moving  downwards  shortly 
produced  com|)aratively  an  immense  discharge  of  old,  moistened  I'eces,  in 
which  were  contained  two  round  worms.  A  general  re-action  of  the  sys- 
tem ensued,  and  all  pain  in  the  side  immediately  ceased.  The  antimony 
was  followed  up  with  pink  and  senna,  and  castor  oil,  which  produced 
a  succession  ot  the  most  profuse  discharges  of  the  same  old  fecal  mat- 
ter. She  discharged  fourteen  round  worms,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  her  fe- 
male attendants,  eleven  quarts  of  fecal  n)atter.  From  this  time  she  re- 
covered anon.  It  was  evident,  in  this  case,  that  the  worms  had  produced 
a  stoppage  in  the  colon,  hetween  the  rectum  and  the  valve  of  the  colon, 
into  which  the  contents  of  the  small  intestine  were  constantly  forced  by 
the  physic,  distending  this  portion  of  the  colon  upon  the  principle  of  the 
hydrostatic  bellows,  thereby  producing  the  excruciating  pain  in  the  side. 
This  portion  of  the  colon,  also,  thus  heavily  loaded  and  preternaturally 
distended,  pressed  upon  the  aorta  which  the  colon  crosses  in  its  flexure 
round  the  base  of  the  abdomen,  and  produced  the  comatose  state  by 
tlirowing  the  blood  back  upon  the  brain.  I  believe  that  apoplexies,  pa- 
ralysis and  coma,  or  oppression  of  the  brain,  are  often  produced  by  the 
mechanical  pressure  of  the  overloaded  bowels  upon  the  aorta  and  the 
subjacent  bloodvessels. 

4.  Nine  years  ago,  I  attended  the  'pnst-mortcm  examination  of  the 
body  of  a  large  gentleman,  who  had  died  from  an  affection  of  the  lungs, 
but  of  so  singular  and  obscure  a  nature  as  to  make  a  jpost-inortem  exami- 
nation desirable  by  the  attending  physicians.  The  subject  was  sixty 
years  old,  fat,  and  had  enjoyed  good  health  until  within  six  months  of  his 
last  sickness,  when  he  began  to  experience  a  shortness  of  breath,  a  slight 
cough,  and  some  little  pain  in  the  chest,  a  disease  resembling,  as  he 
thought,  a  slight  attack  of  the  asthma,  but  he  still  kept  about  his  busi- 
ness. A  few  days  before  his  death,  the  difliculty  of  breathing  increased, 
with  great  prostration  of  strength,  a  small  feeble  pulse,  and  finally  delirium. 
It  was  the  fattest  subject  I  ever  saw.  Both  inside  and  out  the  body  was 
loaded  with  fat,  though  previous  to  the  examination  it  did  not  appear  to 
be  very  fat.  Everything  about  the  abdomen  and  heart  was  in  a  sound 
and  natural  state.  A  small  portion  of  the  right  side  of  the  lungs  had 
the  appearance  of  having  been  slightly  inflamed  ;  it  was  of  a  purplish 
color,  and  had  a  bruised  or  strangled  appearance.  In  reflecting  upon 
the  history  of  this  case,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  thorax  had 
been  gradually  compressed  by  the  excessive  accumulation  of  fat  within 
the  abdomen  and  under  the  skin,  thereby  pressing  up  the  diaphragm,  and 
pressing  in  and  confining  the  ribs,  until  the  lungs  had  become  so  mechani- 
cally confined  as  lo  prevent  their  expansion.  I  have  seen  two  or  three 
similar  cases  since,  which  were  relieved  by  a  timely  resort  to  depletion 
and  abstinence.  Had  this  man  known  his  situation  in  season,  depletion 
and  abstinence  might  have  saved  his  life.  D.  B.  Slack. 

Providence,  Nov.  ISth,  1843. 
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QUACKERY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.) 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject  of  quackery.  Scarcely 
a  volume  of  the  Medical  Journal  appears  which  does  not  teem  with  com- 
munications on  this  subject;  yet  there  are  things  left  unsaid  which  it  may 
be  useful  to  say.  The  heads  under  which  this  subject  has  been  discussed, 
are  in  the  main  only  two — first,  what  are  the  causes  of  quackery  ?  and 
second,  what  are  the  means  which  will  operate  most  successfully  in  sup- 
pressing it  ?  Added  to  this,  the  strongest  language  of  vituperation  has 
been  used  upon  the  class  who  practise  it.  To  this  i  shall  add  one  other 
head,  viz.,  what  constitutes  quackery  ? 

The  causes  of  quackery,  according  to  the  general  import  of  the  term, 
seem  quite  plain.  Tlie  want  of  a  more  general  education  among  the 
people  has  much  to  do  with  it,  to  be  sure  ;  but  add  to  this  the  ignorance 
and  want  of  honesty  which,  to  some  extent,  exist  in  the  profession,  and 
the  evil  is  enhanced  ten  fold.  Our  course  is  calculated  to  produce  scep- 
ticism in  the  better  educated  portion  of  the  community.  There  are  many 
things,  as  a  profession,  which  we  ought  to  know  that  we  do  not ;  and 
more  which  we  profess  to  have  a  definite  knowledge  of,  which,  at  best, 
we  can  only  conjecture.  The  opinion  is  also  prevalent,  that  we  under- 
stand disease  as  clear  and  distinct,  and  that  eacli  disease  can  be  as  accu- 
rately identified  as  can  the  various  plants  that  grow  in  our  gardens  and 
fields,  and  that  we  have  a  specific  medicine  adapted  to  each  particular 
disease.  These  impressions  we  have  not  exerted  ourselves  sufficiently  to 
remove  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  has  not  our  conduct  been  such  as  tended 
to  confirm  such  views?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  be  decided  in  what  we 
do  know',  and  with  regard  to  that  which  is  mere  conjecture,  have  it  so  un- 
derstood by  our  patients  and  their  friends  ?  With  the  present  views  on 
this  subject,  if  we  fail  readily  to  cure  a  disease,  the  quack  or  quack  medi- 
cine is  immediately  resorted  to.  There  are  causes  for  this  state  of  things, 
and  they  are  of  a  low  and  parsimonious  character.  A  physician  feels 
jealous  of  his  neighbor;  he  therefore  looks  wise  about  nothing,  and  affects 
to  know  that  which  nobody  knows.  There  is  an  overstraining  to  be  wise 
above  what  is  written,  either  to  gain  reputation  over  somebody  else,  or  to 
give  importance  to  professional  character.  Now  if  this  is  true  to  any 
considerable  extent,  shall  we  continue  to  impute  quackery  to  the  igno- 
rance of  the  people,  as  the  main  and  almost  the  only  cause  ?  Does  not 
the  sin,  in  some  measure,  lie  at  our  own  door  ? 

In  the  next  place,  1  shall  inquire  what  can  be  done  to  remove  this 
scourge  of  humanity.  From  the  foregoing  it  must  be  plain  what  the 
remedy  should  be.  The  profession  should  be  composed  of  men  of  un- 
bending honesty,  with  sound  and  discriminating  minds,  improved  by  a 
good  education  both  general  and  medical.  Tliey  should  instruct  the 
community  in  which  they  are  situated,  that  the  practice  of  medicine,  at 
best,  is  fraught  with  much  uncertainty — that  while  much  good  can  be 
done  in  many  cases  to  assist  nature  in  overcoming  disease,  others  are 
sometimes  treated  with  drugs,  although   physicians   themselves  are   fully 
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aware  thai  nature  is  competent  to  effect  a  cure.  Should  cases  of  the  last 
class  occur  in  the  faniilies  of  many  physicians,  they  would  allow  nature, 
unaided,  or,  I  might  say,  untramelled,  to  effect  a  cure.  How,  indeed,  is 
it  that  homteopathy  and  other  hnmhugs  have  gained  such  notoriety  in 
curing  disease,  if  there  was  any  great  use  in  |)rescribiMg  drugs  for  many 
of  those  who  appear  on  the  sick  list.  No  small  number  of  those  who  are 
taking  medicine  at  the  suggestion  of  their  physician,  if  they  should  leave 
off,  or,  what  would  be  equivalent,  take  homoeopathic  medicine,  would  be 
cured.  Now  all  this  implies  something  wrong  in  our  system  of  prac- 
tice, and  exposes  it  alike  to  the  imputation  of  quackery  with  other  systems 
of  practice. 

Tiiis  brings  me  to  inquire  what  quackery  is.  By  some  it  is  considered 
to  be  a  deviation  irom  a  certain  prescribed  course,  or  certain  rules  laid 
down  by  medical  societies  ;  by  others,  a  discovery,  or  pretended  discovery, 
of  some  new  remedy,  which  the  vender  alleges  will  supersede  anything 
ever  before  used  in  curin^  disease,  yet  refuses  to  disclose  it ;  by  others,  a 
quack  is  defined  to  be  one  wlio  boasts  of  skill  to  cure  disease,  and  pre- 
tends to  know  much  more  than  he  does,  and  to  do  more  than  he  can. 
This  last  agrees  with  Dr.  Webster's  definition.  The  more  general  defini- 
tion of  quackery  by  the  profession,  I  think,  is  where  one  has  not  been  edu- 
cated according  to  a  prescribed  course,  and  does  not  belong  to  any  or- 
ganized medical  society,  but  practises  the  healing  art.  For  instance,  the 
Thomsonians  are  regarded  as  quacks  ;  while  a  homoeopathic  practitioner 
can  have  regular  standing  in  a  medical  society,  although  he  varies  infi- 
nitely more  from  what  is  termed  regular  practice  than  the  former.  It 
was  once  said  by  a  religionist,  that  religion  was  superstition  in  fashion, 
and  superstition  was  religion  out  of  fashion.  Now  will  this  not  apply,  in 
a  degree,  to  medical  practice  ?  Do  we  not  make  it  too  much  a  matter  of 
fashion  ?  Do  we  not  want  our  system  regarded  the  true  one,  or  the  only 
right  course,  as  churches  wish  their  particular  notions  and  creeds  to  be 
the  established  order  ?  We  are  disposed  to  reject  any  new  doctrines  in- 
volving principles  contrary  to  the  generally-received  opinions  of  the  age. 
To  prove  this  position,  I  need  not  occupy  a  page  in  adducing  cases  like 
that  of  the  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  by  the  immortal 
Harvey.  To  those  whom  the  profession  esteem  quacks,  we  are  indebted 
for  many  very  valuable  remedies.  Was  Dr.  Franklin  the  less  a  philoso- 
pher, or  was  his  discovery  regarding  electricity  the  less  true,  because  he 
w^as  self-taught,  or  had  not  been  through  college  ?  What  indeed  is 
quackery,  but  knavery,  whether  in  high  or  low  places  ;  whether  prac- 
tised by  well-educated  or  poorly-educated  men  ?  If  a  man  is  conscien- 
tious in  his  views  and  in  his  practice  of  the  healing  art,  and  satis- 
fies his  patrons,  no  matter  what  prejudices  he  may  shock,  no  matter  what 
envy  he  may  elicit  from  other  classes.  His  ri^dit  is  inherent,  and  should 
not  be  called  in  (juestion,  any  more  than  the  Orthodox  religionist  should 
call  in  question  the  right  of  tlie  Baptist  to  worship  God  as  his  conscience 
dictates.  There  is  a  general  spirit  of  intolerance  and  selfishness  pervad- 
ing the  whole  community,  but  which  is  called  by  many  a  spirit  of  benevo- 
lence.    Our  profession  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  exempt  from  this  spirit.     We 
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may  set  up  our  standard  as  to  what  is  right  and  honorable,  and  specify 
what  we  will  and  what  we  will  not  do.  If  this  should  be  in  accordance 
Avith  our  elements  of  character  or  development  of  brain,  it  will  be  complied 
with  ;  but  if  otherwise,  we  shall  commit  many  violations. 

It  is  said  there  are  elements  of  cliaracter  in  the  community,  which  call 
for  quackery,  which  is  no  doubt  true.  Certain  individuals  think  they  feel 
sick,  and  the  mere  thinking  may  operate  to  make  them  so.  Such  indi- 
viduals must  be  treated  with  attention,  as  they  think,  and  in  a  formal 
manner,  or  they  are  not  satisfied.  Now  shall  we  give  merely  nothing  to 
such,  yet  apparently  give  great  importance  to  what  is  being  done,  that  we 
may  affect  the  system  in  a  manner  to  be  cured  as  readily  through  mental 
belief,  as  if  it  was  at  first  diseased  ?  If  so,  we  virtually  admit  the  utility 
of  most  quack  medicines  advertised  in  the  newspapers.  The  principle 
appears  to  me  to  be  one  and  the  same  thing ;  and,  once  admitted,  who 
shall  set  up  the  bounds,  as  to  how  far,  or  in  what  particular  form,  it  shall 
be  practised  ?  Ought  not  the  people  themselves  to  regulate  this  business, 
while  the  profession  remain  comparatively  passive  ?  The  laws  relating 
to  the  legal  profession  have  been  of  late  very  much  modified.  In  this 
State  a  man  may  offer  himself  for  examination  to  practise  law,  regardless 
of  circumstances  ;  and  in  New  Hampshire  any  one  can  be  admitted  and 
qualified  who  applies  with  a  good  moral  character.  Such  is  the  liberal 
view  the  people  are  beginning  to  take  of  such  subjects,  whether  for  good 
or  for  evil. 

November,  1843. 


PREVAILING   FEVERS    IN   COUNTRY  TOWNS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — My  attention  has  during  the  past  year  been  forcibly  called  to  the  fact, 
that  in  many  country  towns  in  the  neighborhood,  fevers  have  been  more 
prevalent  and  of  a  more  malignant  character  than  in  this  city.  I  regret 
being  so  ill  supplied  with  facts  in  relation  to  this  subject,  sufficiently  defi- 
nite to  present  to  your  readers  ;  having  only  heard  casually  of  the  preva- 
lence here  and  there  of  typhus  or  bilious  fever  of  fatal  character.  The 
most  severe  and  protracted  case  of  typhus  I  have  met  with  the  past  au- 
tumn, was  in  a  patient  who  came  into  town  from  an  infected  neighborhood, 
with  the  incipient  symptoms  already  developed.  Will  you,  Sir,  or  some 
of  your  correspondents,  if  this  subject  seems  of  sufficient  importance,  fa- 
vor us  with  more  light  upon  it  ?  1  may  just  mention  the  query  that  has 
suggested  itself  to  me,  whether  the  stronger  febrile  tendency  in  places 
which  have  so  much  the  advantage  of  the  city  in  purity  of  air,  he,  may 
not  depend  somewhat  upon  the  more  stimulating  and  gross  diet  made  use 
of  in  the  country,  especially  in  the  excess  of  animal   food  ?  L.  C. 

Boston,  Nov".  29th,  1843. 
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THE   MEDICAL   SOCIETY   OF   DELAWARE. 

[A  COMMITTEE  of  th'is  Socicty  have  reported  that  it  is  expedient  to 
surrender  its  charter  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  and  to  or- 
ganize, instead,  a  voluntary  association  for  the  promotion  of  medical  and 
surgical  science.  The  report  is  to  be  definitely  acted  on  in  May  next. 
Tins  measure  is  proposed  on  account  of  certain  objectionable  acts  of  the 
Legislature,  by  which  the  Society  is  virtually  deprived  of  the  power  to 
perform  those  very  duties  which  previous  laws  of  the  State,  unsohcited,  irn- 
posed  upon  it.  The  report,  after  stating  that  the  Society  was  originally,  in 
17S9,  incorporated  as  a  mere  scientific  association,  with  no  medical  censor- 
ship, and  that  tlie  Legislature,  by  various  acts  afterwards,  conferred  upon 
the  Society  the  power  of  interdicting  the  practice  of  medicine  within  the 
State  to  incompetent  persons,  avowedly  to  protect  the  public  from  empi- 
ricism, proceeds  thus: — ] 

With  the  power  thus  conferred  upon  it,  the  Medical  Society  assumed 
a  very  great  responsibility,  becoming,  at  least  in  the  moral  view,  answera- 
ble for  any  evils  of  ignorance  and  incompetency  which  might  occur  in 
the  medical  practice  of  the  State.  But  this  responsibility  the  Society 
has  never  sought  to  avoid  ;  and  it  refers  with  confidence  to  the  period  of 
twenty  years,1from  1819  to  1839,  during  which  the  power  of  censorship 
really  lasted,  as  an  era  in  which  the  Medical  Society  introduced  to  the 
people  of  Delaware  accomplished  and  skilful  physicians,  and  protected 
them  from  many  of  the  evils  of  empiricism. 

It  is  true,  that  as  early  as  January  29,  1835,  a  blow  was  struck  at 
the  Society,  which  somewhat  impaired  its  power  of  usefulness ;  for,  by  a 
singular  Supplementary  Act  then  passed,  it  was  made  lawful  for  any  person 
to  practise  medicine  without  license,  and  to  receive  "  any  fee  or  reward 
therefor,  which  might  be  vohmtarily,  freely,  and  gratuitously  tendered 
or  given''  to  him  ;  but,  as  it  expressly  provided  that  no  such  person 
should  have  "  the  right  to  demand  or  sue  for  pay,"  the  restriction  ren- 
dered very  nearly  inoperative  a  law  which,  otherwise,  would  have  de- 
prived the  Society  of  all  power. 

In  the  year  1839,  the  General  Assembly,  by  an  act  of  amendment 
to  the  before-mentioned  Supplementary  Act,  expressly  repealed  the 
law  prohibiting  persons  practising  medicine  for  pay  without  license,  so 
far  as  related  to  "  persons  practising  on  the  Thomsoninn  or  Botanic  Sys- 
tem exclusively  ;"  and  such  persons  are,  by  special  provision  in  the  act, 
authorized  "  to  sue  for  and  recover  fees."  By  a  further  Act,  entitled 
"  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Homceopathic  Physicians,'"  passed  January 
27,  1843,  the  same  exemption  from  taking  out  a  license,  and  the  same 
authority  to  sue  for  and  recover  fees,  are  accorded  to  "  practitioners  on 
the  liomceopathic  system  exclusively." 

By  these  two  Acts,  it  is  undeniable  that  the  General  Assembly  of 
Delaware  have  revoked,  in  every  essential  feature,  the  power  of  the 
Medical  Society  to  protect  the  people  of  the  Stale  from  the  evils  of  em- 
piricism. It  continues  the  censorship ;  but  it  excludes  from  censure  two 
classes  by  far  the  most  numerous  of  emi)irical  practitioners  in  the  United 
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States  ;  and  while,  by  these  special  acts  of  partiality,  it  elevates  the  two 
classes  into  a  particular  dignity,  because  into  an  exennption  from  laws 
which  apply  to  regular  physicians,  and  to  all  tlie  petty  classes  of  enipiiics 
who  have  not  yet  found  favor  with  the  General  Assembly,  it  leaves  the 
Medical  Society  the  appearance  of  a  power,  which  it  does  not  possess, 
along  with  the  substance  of  a  responsibility,  which,  in  the  judgment  of 
your  Committee,  the  people  of  Delaware  will  generally  believe  to  attach 
to  the  Society,  so  long  as  it  continues  its  corporate  existence. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  evil  resulting  from  the  acts  of  1839  and  1843. 
The  laws  of  incorporation,  so  far  as  they  are  in  force,  compel  licenses  to 
be  taken  out  and  paid  for  by  all  persons  aspiring  to  practise  medicine,  ex- 
cept those  practising  exclusively  as  Thomsonians  or  homoeopathists.  The 
Legislature  has,  therefore,  imposed  pains  and  penalties,  operating  as  a  di- 
rect discomagemeni,  on  regular  medical  men  ;  while  it  has  set  a  bounty 
on  empiricism.  After  years  of  painful  study  in  acquiring  knowledge 
which  a  hundred  generations  of  the  wisest  men  have  slowly  contributed 
to  the  general  stock  of  medicine,  and  which,  hitherto,  has  been  deemed  a 
necessary  acquisition  to  every  medical  man,  the  young  physician,  in 
Delaware,  finds  himself  questioned,  and  taxed,  and  licensed,  before  the 
laws  allow  him  to  enter  upon  his  high  calling  ;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
the  most  ignorant  person,  if  he  but  call  himself  a  Thomsonian  or  homoe- 
opathist,  meets  with  no  impediment,  pays  no  tax,  is  subjected  to  no  ques- 
tion, but  commences  his  occupation,  proud  of  his  immunity,  and  of  the 
ignorance  which  the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware  has  distinguished  as 
better  than  the  knowledge  of  the  educated  physician.      *      *      *      * 

The  natural  right  of  men  to  prefer  charlatanism,  and  even  to  die  by  it, 
cannot  be  questioned  ;  and  where  the  inclination  is  prevalent,  the  only 
course  left  to  physicians  is,  by  the  quiet,  and  conscientious,  and,  above 
all,  by  the  successful  performance  of  their  own  professional  duties,  to  con- 
vince society  of  the  superior  merits  of  skill  and  knowledge. 

The  present  conjuncture  appears  to  your  Committee  one  in  which 
there  is  a  peculiar  call  for  adopting  this  dignified  course  of  action,  and  of 
surrendering  into  the  hands  of  the  General  Assembly  the  charter  of  the 
Medical  Society  ;  which,  shorn  of  its  usefulness  as  a  public  institution,  now 
exists  only  as  tlie  representative  of  the  interests  of  the  medical  profession. 
The  Legislature,  as  we  have  seen,  has  left  the  Society  a  shadow  of  pow- 
er; but  it  is  a  power  which  exists  only  to  deprive  medical  men  of  privi- 
leges accorded  to  Thomsonians  and  homoeopathists.  By  the  surrender 
of  its  charter  the  Medical  .Society  secures  at  least  equal  privileges  to  the 
educated  physician  ;  and  it  restores  to  the  jniblic  their  natural  right  (the 
withholding  of  which  is  now  useless  and  invidious)  of  patronizing  new 
and  unprivileged  classes  of  empirics,  without  the  necessity  of  further  ap- 
peals to  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature.  No  advantages  have  ever  in- 
ured, or  were  expected  to  inure,  from  the  charter  of  the  Medical  Society 
to  the  medical  profession,  which  could  not  be  expected  from  a  private, 
unincorporated  association  of  physicians  ;  and  by  the  voluntary  relin- 
quishment of  the  little  power  still  remaining  to  it,  the  Medical  Society 
may  afford  the  public  a  proof,   that  the  greater  power,  so  long  enjoyed 
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by  the  Society,  was  not  accepted  nor  exercised  from  any  motives  of  pro- 
fessional interest,  nor  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  proposed  by  the 
General  Assembly  in  granting  it — namely,  the  protection  of  the  people 
of  the  State  from  the  evils  of  empiricism. 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     DECEMBER    6,    1843. 


The  Dissector.*— Dr.  Goddard,  public  demunslralor  of  anatomy  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  havincr  become  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  in- 
trinsic worth  of  Wilson's  Dissector,  a  work  familiar  to  students  as  an  ele- 
mentary f-uide,  has  remodelled  it,  enhancing  its  value  in  various  ways, 
and  finally  prepared  an  edition,  which  comes  out  under  favorable  circum- 
stances. •      TT        J    f 

An  observation  in  the  preface  reminds  us  of  a  passage  in  Herodotus, 
who  says  that  the  prints  informed  him  that  the  pyramids  of  Egypt  were 
commenced  at  the  top  and  built  downward.  "  The  work  of  Mr.  Wi'son, 
says  Dr.  Goddard,  "  was  calculated  for  the  English  school,  where  the  dis- 
sector generally  commences  with  the  extremities,  and  when  they  are  fin- 
ished, examines  what  remains  of  the  viscera.  They  have  probably  got 
into  this  habit  in  consequence  of  the  trunk  of  their  subjects  being  gene- 
rally much  decomposed  before  they  procure  them."  To  make  the  text 
clear,  but  more  especially  to  direct  the  student  in  the  labyrinth  of  muscles, 
vessels,  nerves,  &c.,  there  are  one  hundred  and  six  illustrations  on  wood, 
sufficiently  well  defined  to  enable  him  to  ascertain  precisely  what  is  under 
the  knife  "in  any  region  where  he  may  happen  to  be  carrying  on  investiga- 
tions. These  elementary  books  are  of  more  consequence  m  forming  the 
scientific  character  of  the  physician  and  the  operator,  than  is  suspected,  and 
it  is  desirable,  therefore,  to  multiply  their  number,  and  extend  the  circula- 
tion of  all  that  are  worth  having,  as  extensively  as  possible. 

Those  who  pursue  their  labors  by  this  monitor,  will  soon  discover  us 
merits  as  a  plain,  safe  director;  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  use  it  halt  an 
hour  to  discover  that  we  are  furnished  with  an  improved  edition  of  an  ex- 
cellent book. 

Elliot  son's  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine.— k  copy  of  Messrs. 
Carey  &  Hart's  finely  printed  edition  of  Dr.  Elliolson,  wiih  Dr.  bleward- 
son'.s  notes,  has  passed  through  something  of  an  examination  since  it  was 
received,  a  few  weeks  airo.  A  careful  analysis  of  its  contents  is  in  a  state 
of  preparation  for  this  Journal,  which  will  appear  as  soon  as  completed. 

Notwithstanding  the  objections  brought  against  the  author,  on  the  score 
of  his  credulity,  fantastic  theories,  and  very  absurd  conduct  in  times  past, 
Dr  Elliotson  is  not  without  merit.  He  is  a  determined  man  in  little  things 
which  proves  injurious  to  his  medical  reputation.     Rather  than  relinquish 

*  The  Dissector,  or  Prac.ical  and  Surgical  Anatomy.  By  E^^mu.  Wilson.  With  lO^  Illu«"a'io;- 
Modifled  and  re-arranged,  by  Paul  B.  Goddard,  M.D.,  &c.  Philadelphia:  1843.  Lea  &  UlancharU. 
8to.     pp.  444. 
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a  favorite  iden,  liowever  ridiculous  it  maj'^  be,  he  buckles  on  his  armor, 
braces  himself  against  an  imaginary  edifice,  and  patiently  receives  the 
blows  which  any  one  pleases  to  inflict.  In  some  of  the  lectures  there  is  a 
masterly  exhibition  of  knowledge  in  regard  to  the  indications  of  certain 
diseases  ;  and  every  where,  indeed,  a  facult}'^  for  collecting  facts,  though 
they  may  not  always  prove  such,  is  characteristic  of  Dr.  Elliotson's  mind. 


Bowdoin  College. — Lectures  in  the  medical  department  of  this  highly 
respectable  institution,  commence  on  the  19th  of  February  next,  and  con- 
tinue three  months.  By  this  arrangement,  students  may  go  from  Boston, 
Hanover,  Berkshire,  or  the  Albany  and  Vermont  schools,  in  season  for  a 
second  course  the  same  winter.  Of  the  value  and  real  importance  of  the 
Anatomical  Cabinet  and  Library  of  Bowdoin  College,  it  is  quite  unneces- 
sary to  repeat  what  has  heretofore  been  said  of  them,  although  we  do  it 
with  a  hope  that  some  one  may  be  influenced  by  the  remark,  to  avail  him- 
self of  such  important  assistance;  they  are  scarcely  surpassed  in  the  north- 
ern States. 

What  is  the  policy  of  the  board  of  trustees  in  keeping  three  of  the  medi- 
cal chairs  in  a  perpetual  state  of  vacancy  ?  There  are  lecturers,  to  be 
sure,  appointed  from  time  to  time,  but  they  can  have  no  abiding  interest  in 
an  institution,  in  which  the  tenure  of  their  connection  is  based  upon  such  un- 
certainty as  a  simple  lectureship.  It  strikes  the  public,  that  the  conscript 
fathers  are  seeking  individuals  to  make  into  professors  ;  and  that  the  pre- 
sent temporary  incumbents  will  be  cast  off  without  much  apology,  when- 
ever a  faculty  has  been  selected.  This  practice  is  injurious  to  the  pros- 
pects of  the  school.  It  has  from  its  very  beginning  labored  under  embar- 
rassment in  consequence  of  not  requiring  its  peripatetic  faculty  to  remain 
any  longer  than  they  may  find  it  agreeable,  which  is  just  long  enough  to 
pocket  their  proportion  of  the  fees.  Let  the  trustees  decide  that  the  medi- 
cal professors  shall  reside  at  Brunswick,  which  would  be  no  hardship,  and 
the  success  of  the  school,  we  think,  would  be  increased.  Give  the  lecturers 
the  position  they  merit,  that  is,  a  voice  in  the  government,  by  electing 
them  professors,  and  they  would  have  something  at  stake  in  the  enterprise. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  country  medical  institutions,  know 
very  well  that  those  prosper  best  whose  faculty  make  it  their  home  at  the 
seat  of  the  school.  This  going  and  coming  periodically,  as  fishermen  visit 
the  Grand  Banks,  is  not  at  all  calculated  to  give  an  onward,  upward  ten- 
dency to  a  medical  institution. 

Although  contending  with  this  evil  for  years,  the  Brunswick  school  has 
maintained  an  excellent  reputation,  but  its  influence  has  been  too  circum- 
scribed. By  a  little  modification,  it  might  act  with  greater  energy,  and 
its  fame  become  a  still  greater  honor  to  the  State  of  Maine. 


Ovum  of  Man  and  the  Mammifera. — In  the  October  No.  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  there  is  an  elaborate  article,  entitled  "  Re- 
port on  the  Ovum  of  Man  and  the  Mammifera,  before  and  after  Fecun- 
dation," which  will  be  read  v/ith  interest  by  all  physiological  inquirers, 
but  not  with  much  profit,  since  nothing  is  satisfactorily  settled.  Nature 
has  kept  some  of  her  secrets  with  a  tenacity  that  has  thus  far  baffled  the 
prying  curiosity  of  man  ;  and  it  is  evident  that  the  boasted  progress  of  science 
has  not  yet  rent  the  veil  that  is  still  interposed  between  our  eyes  and  the 
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chambers  of  her  mysterious  operations.  The  Graafian  follicles,  their  con- 
tents, the  ovum — its  yolk,  germinal  vesicle,  position— fecundation,  dis- 
char/'-e  from  the  ovary — corpora  lutea,  &c.,  are  each  and  all  of  them  made 
perfectly  plain  and  comprehensible  ;  but  there  is  a  boundary  beyond 
which  the  naturalist  is  not  permitted  to  pass.  It  is  asserted  that  the  sper- 
matozoa are  an  essential  part  of  the  seminal  fluid  ;  but  this,  after  all,  is 
nothing  but  a  learned  conjecture.  To  assert  and  to  prove  a  position  are 
very  different  affairs. 

Perhaps  no  subject,  in  the  whole  range  of  organic  nature,  has  been  so  pa- 
tiently investigated  as  that  of  the  changes  effected  on  the  ovum,  in  the 
instant  of  its  being  quickened  into  life.  And  yet  the  whole  matter,  we 
believe,  is  just  as  obscure  as  it  was  in  the  age  of  Aristotle.  Theories 
have  been  multiplied  till  there  is  hardly  space  left  for  the  introduction  of 
a  new  one.  In  order  to  see  the  process,  the  animal  that  becomes  the  sub- 
ject of  the  experiment  must  die  ;  and  hence  the  impracticability  of  ever 
arriving  at  that  exact  state  of  knowledge  on  this  point,  of  which  so  many 
generadons  have  been  in  active  pursuit. 

Mr.  Jones,  the  author  of  this  report,  does  not  solve  the  problem,  nor 
does  he  even  approximate  it.  Nature  still  maintains  an  obstinate  silence 
in  regard  to  the  re-production  of  races,  which  the  appeals  of  philosophy, 
we  apprehend,  will  never  persuade  her  to  relinquish. 


Raymond's  Fracture  Apparatus.— A  still  further  improvement  has  been 
effected  by  Mr.  Raymond,  in  his  heretofore  invaluable  fracture  apparatus. 
Notice  was  given''some  time  ago,  of  an  ingenious  method  of  making^ 
the  frame  which  receives  the  limb,  wide  or  narrow,  accordmg  to  the  size  ot 
the  limb  to  which  it  is  applied.  A  further  alteration  in  the  cushions,  the 
shoe  and  some  parts  of  the  frame,  gives,  as  a  whole,  additional  advan- 
tages Those  who  have  made  themselves  familiar  with  this  instrument 
speak  in  terms  of  unqualified  praise  of  its  usefulness.  Hospitals  and 
ships  of  war  should  be  liberally  furnished  with  Mr.  Raymond's  invention. 
If  it  ha.s  not  yet  been  introduced  into  the  western  and  southern  Slates,  it 
should  be.  

A<re  of  the  Patriarchs.— kccord\x\g  to  the  wise  deductions  of  a  medico- 
religious  writer  in  England,  there  was  a  period,  before  the  deUige,  when 
the  earth  was  refreshed  by  a  mist  instead  of  rains.  At  that  period  the  pa- 
triarchs lived,  on  an  average,  912  years.  In  consequence  of  the  flood,  the 
atmosphere  was  saturated  with  moisture  for  a  who  e  year,  while  the  mud 
was  drying,  which  reduced  the  average  of  post-diluvial  life  to  the  short 
span  of  only  332  years !  The  author  of  this  extraordinary  production, 
Mr  H  L.  Smith,  is  represented  to  be  a  very  good,  benevolent  man,  but 
at  least  nine  hundred  years  behind  the  age.  His  book  bears  this  title, 
viz  "  A  diagram  to  define  the  lives  of  the  patriarchs  and  the  early  history 
of  the  seed  of  the  serpent  and  the  seed  of  the  woman,  particu  arly  in  refe- 
rence  to  the  origin  of  disease  and  the  danger  of  unsanctified  knowledge. 
Dr.  Forbes  says,  in  reference  to  this  ridiculous  book,  "  that  religious  phy- 
sic seems  to  be  fashionable." 

Phrenological  Chart.-Mx.  L.  N.  Fowler  has  published  an  ingeniously 
devised  chart,  to  show  the  natural  language  of  each  of  the  recognized  phre- 
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nologlcal  organs.  His  brother  has  just  commenced  his  explanation  of  the 
laws  of  hereditary  descent,  which  is  remarkable  on  very  many  accounts, 
and  widely  different  from  any  theory  extant.  The  two  first  numbers  are 
already  out  of  press.  Several  others  are  to  follow,  equally  curious,  in  il- 
lustration of  the  principles  maintained. 


Phonotyptic  Journal. — No.  20  of  Vol.  2d  of  this  new  thing  under  the 
sun,  has  been  received.  Dr,  J.  B.  Melson,  of  Birmingham,  figures  large- 
ly in  the  progress  of  the  new  art  or  science.  One  hundred  and  seventy 
members,  admirers,  or  gentlemen  loving  hot  suppers,  took  tea  together 
lately,  to  congratulate  each  other  on  the  onward  march  of  phonography. 
There  is  nothing  like  leather  for  fortifying  a  city  ! 


Diseases  of  the  Motor  Nerves, — A  prize  worth  £40  is  proposed  by  the 
German  Union  for  the  Promotion  of  Medical  Science,  for  the  best  essay  on 
the  diseases  of  the  motor  nerves  in  man  and  the  domestic  animals.  The  es- 
says are  to  be  free,  to  Prof.  Link,  of  Berlin.  For  the  first  five  years  the  suc- 
cessful one  will  remain  the  property  of  the  Union,  and  appear  in  its  transac- 
tions, when  the  copy-right  is  to  revert  to  its  author.  At  that  period,  should  it 
be  good  for  anything,  the  world  will  have  been  so  extensively  instructed 
in  all  its  important  points,  that  the  copy-right  would  not  be  worth  a 
shilling. 

A  Physiciayi's  Accounts  in  Engla7id. — From  that  excellent  publication, 
the  Law  Reporter,  instructive  even  to  the  medical  profession,  the  follow- 
ing extract  is  taken  from  a  digest  of  English  cases  in  common  law. 

"  A  physician  cannot  sue  for  his  fees  for  anything  he  has  done  as  a 
physician — either  in  attending  or  prescribing  medicine  for  a  patient ;  but 
if  he  acts  as  a  surgeon,  or  in  any  other  capacity  than  that  of  a  physician, 
he  may  maintain  an  action  for  compensation  for  what  he  has  done,  provid- 
ed he  can  show  it  was  not  done  by  him  as  a  physician  ;  and  the  fact  that 
he  was  not  paid  fees  at  the  times  when  he  was  consulted,  is  evidence  to 
show  that  he  was  not  acting  as  a  physician." — Little  ^  Oldaker,  1  C.  &M. 
370—277. 


Pregnancy,  two  years  after  Cessatio7i  of  the  Menses. — At  a  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  "  Societe  Medicale  du  Temple,"  M.  Legros  narrated  the  follow- 
ing case  : — A  married  woman,  mother  of  several  children,  ceased  to  men- 
struate at  the  age  of  forty-one.  Two  years  afterwards  her  general  health 
having  become  disordered,  she  consulted  M.  Legros.  She  was  then  thin, 
sallow,  and  presented  other  symptoms  which  seemed  to  indicate  a  cancer- 
ous cachexia.  She  herself  slated  that  she  thought  she  was  pregnant.  M. 
Legros,  considering  that  the  menstrual  function  had  been  entirely  absent 
for  two  years,  and  that  its  cessation  had  been  accompanied  by  the  symp- 
toms which  usually  attend  its  final  disappearance,  thought  he  had,  in  all 
probability,  a  cancerous  affection  of  the  uterus  to  deal  with,  and  prescribed 
an  appropriate  treatment.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  examined  the  state 
of  the  internal  organs  of  generation  per  vaginam,  a  most  egregious  error 
in  such  a  case,  as  the  neglect  of  this  means  of  diagnosis  rendered  it  next 
to  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  correct  opinion  of  the  state  of  the  patient.  A 
Iqw  months  afterwards  the  woman  was   delivered  of  a  full-grown  child. 
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She  then  confessed  that  on  thinking  herself  safe,  she  had  abandoned  her- 
self to  a  young  man.  M.  Legros' suggests  that  the  excitement  which 
attended  this  new  liaison  may  have  revived  the  functional  vitality  of  the 
uterus,  and  this  seems  indeed  to  be  the  most  rational  view  of  the  case. — 
Gaz.  des  Hop. 

Remarks  on  the  Calculi  in  Si.  George's  Hospital.  By  Henry  Bence 
Jones,  M.A.,  Cantab.,  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians.— 
This  paper  gives  the  result  of  an  interesting  examination  by  Mr.  Jones  of 
a  considerable  collection  of  calculi  contained  in  the  museum  of  St. 
Georcre's  Hospital— most  of  which  were  presented  by  Sir  Benj.  Brodie. 

Of'^lhese  calculi,  233  have  been  divided  ;  and  from  the  internal  struc- 
ture thus  exhibited,  it  appears  that  46  are  simple,  40  compound  (or  con- 
sistino-  throughout  of  a  mixture  of  two  or  more  substances),  and  147  al- 
ternating. Of  these  last,  83  have  a  simple  nucleus,  and  in  58  the  nu- 
cleus is  compound. 

If  ao-ain,  we  inquire  how  often  the  same  substance  forms  either  an 
outer  calculus  or  a  well-marked  layer,  we  find  not  less  than  450  distinct 
deposits.  Uric  acid  occurs,  either  alone  or  mixed  with  other  substances, 
135  times  ;  urate  of  ammonia,  222  times  ;  oxalate  of  lime,  163  times  ; 
the  phosphates,  139  times  ;  urate  of  ammonia  with  oxalate  of  lime,  80 
limes  The  urate  of  ammonia  would  appear  to  exist  in  the  urine  in  a 
state  of  health  :  "  the  rapid  deposit  of  this  substance  when  urine  is  evapo- 
rated under  an  air  pump,  over  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  change  which  en- 
sues if  even  carbonic  acid  is  first  passed  through  the  liquid,  admits  ot  no 
other  conclusion."  Litmus  paper  is  reddened  by  the  urate  of  ammonia  ; 
and,  therefore,  the  mere  existence  of  that  phenomenon  does  not,  per  se,  war- 
rant the  exhibition  of  alkalies. 

The  presence  of  the  phosphates  generally  shows  either  a  neutral  or 
alkaline  state  of  the  urine,  and  our  author  infers  that  "  uric  acid  and 
the  phosphates  must  exist  very  rarely  in  the  same  deposit."  Again,  it  is 
inferred  that  the  occurrence  of  the  oxalate  of  lime  is  independent  either 
of  acidity  or  alkalescence.  In  only  97  out  of  252  cases,  was  much  free 
acid  secreted;  or  only  twice  in  five  cases  were  alkalies  necessary  in  order 
to  remove  the  acidity  of  the  urine.  ,  on      i     r      i  ■  u 

In  an  appendix  an  account  is  given  of  between  20  and  30  calculi  which 
belong  to  Mr.  Hawkins.  One  of  these  proves  the  existence  of  cystine  at 
so  eady  an  age  as  two  yeavs.—Lo7ido7i  Medical  Gazette. 

The  Epidemic  Diarrhaa.— Some  conversation  took  place  at  the  Lon- 
don Medical  Society,  on  Monday  evening  last,  on  the  epidemic  bowel 
comnlaint  which  is  at  present  prevailing  amongst  children,  ihe  chiet 
Deculiaritv  of  the  disease  appears  to  consist  in  the  circumstance  that  the 
symptoms  of  derangement  of  the  bowels  and  stomach  are  followed  by  re- 
mittent fever,  of  a  low  kind.  Mild  doses  of  rhubarb  and  chalk  followed 
bv  -entle  tonics,  have  been  found  the  most  efficacious  means  of  combat- 
tin-  the  aflfection.  It  has  not  been  unusually  fatal,  although  in  some 
cashes  the  patients  have  been  worn  out  by  the  consecutive  fever.  A  pecu- 
liarity has  been  observed  in  some  cases,  consisting  in  a  condition  ot  the 
?um  very  similar  to  the  gragrena  oris,  but  of  a  milder  character  One  of 
fhe  .speakers  at  the  Society,   Dr.  G.   Bird,  stated  that  he  had  found  this 
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condition  most  readily  relieved  by  two  or  three  grain  doses  of  chlorate  of 
potash,  given  twice  or  thrice  a  day.  Another  member,  Mr.  Dendy,  said 
that  he  had  applied  the  tincture  of  iodine  in  the  same  kind  of  cases  with 
the  best  results. — London  Lancet. 


The  Knoiody  G^cm. — When  the  soil  is  washed  up  in  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
New  Zealand,  large  quantities  of  gum  are  discovered  in  the  soil,  when  or 
how  deposited  is  unknown.  It  seems  to  be  pure  and  resinous,  as  if  the 
remains  of  primeval  and  extinct  pine-forests,  whose  consistency  precluded 
decay,  whilst  the  wood  itself  perished.  What  may  be  its  commercial 
value  has  not  yet  been  fully  ascertained.  Experiments  will  be  tried  on 
the  samples  brought  home  in  the  Erebus  and  Terror. — English  Paper. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  malignant  sickness,  of  a  fatal  tendency,  pre- 
vailed at  the  last  advices  in  Jackson  and  Lawrence  counties,  Arkansas. — 
Dr.  McLaughlin  is  the  present  commander  of  the  British  forces  at  Fort 
Vancouver,  in  Oregon. — A  physician  in  Maine  attempted  to  explain,  in  a 
public  lecture,  some  of  the  vices  of  dress  in  females,  but  did  himself  more 
injury  than  he  did  them  good,  as  the  story  is  that  the  audience  were  very 
much  offended. — Neitryp?wlogy,  or  the  rationale  of  nervous  sleep,  consider- 
ed in  relation  to  animal  magnetism,  a  treatise  by  James  Braid,  a  surgeon, 
has  been  published  in  London. — Dr.  James  Stark  has  addressed  a  letter 
to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  on  the  responsibility  of  maniacs  for  the  crime  of  mur- 
der.— Phreno-magnetism  unmasked,  is  the  title  of  a  new  book,  by  Dr.  T. 
C.  Hall,  that  might  open  a  few  blind  eyes  if  re-published  here. — The 
Mayor  of  New  York  has  stopped  the  sale  of  certain  provisions  which 
were  brought  in  the  ship  Sheffield  from  England,  in  consequence  of  a 
large  quantity  of  prussiate  and  bichromate  of  soda  having  been  dissolved 
in  the  water  with  which  the  articles  were  saturated. — The  Cheraw  Gazette 
mentions  a  negress  now  living  near  Georgetown,  S.  C,  who  is  believed  to 
be  132  years  old.  She  was  brought  to  this  country  ninety  years  ago,  leav- 
ing a  family  in  Africa.  The  children  she  has  had  here  are  all  super- 
annuated.— Dr.  Crump,  of  Norfolk  district,  has  been  elected  a  member  of 
the  Senate  of  Virginia. — Dr.  Conolly,  of  the  great  County  Asylum  at 
Hanwell,  in  England,  has  taken  charge  of  a  lunatic  establishment  in  the 
vicinity  of  London,  arranged  for  the  higher  classes  of  the  community.  He 
still  retains  a  control  in  the  former  Asylum,  and  will  also  practise  as  a 
consulting  physician  beyond  the  walls  of  both  establishments. 

To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Hitchcock's  Case  of  .Abscess  of  the  Cerebrum,  Dr. 
Knowlton's  Case  of  Scirrhus  of  the  Pancreas,  and  Dr.  Dixon's  Operations  on  the 
Eyes,  are  on  file  for  publication.  The  drawings  accompanying  the  latter,  it  is 
feared,  are  not  made  with  sufficient  care  to  ensure  their  perfect  execution  by  the 
engraver. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  2,  51. — Males,  33 — Females,  18.    Stillborn,  5. 

Of  consumption,  4 — measles,  6 — typhus  fever,  4 — quinsy,  1 — infantile,  H — lung  fever,  5 — sudden,  1 
— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2 — burn,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — debility,  1 — croup,  3 — inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels,  1 — bronchitis,  1 — fits,  1 — cholera  infantum,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1  — apoi>le\y,  1 — 
dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — intemperance,  1 — old  age,  2 — dropsy,  1 — pleurisy,  1 — child-bed,  1 — un- 
known, 4. 

Under  5  years, 22— between  5  and  20  yean,  7 — between  20  and  60  yeari,  18— over 60  year8,4. 
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Relief  from  Piles.  By  Thomas  Embling.— In  the  treatment  of  external 
piles  I  have  observed  that  one  of  the  most  important  means  of  rehef  is  the 
full  and  perfect  evacuation  of  the  lower  bowel  at  each  stool.  On  inquiry 
I  have  universally  found  that  mv  patients  have  been  punctilious  in  "  keep- 
ing their  bowels  ope?i,"  and  with  that  they  have  been  content.  It  has  been 
for  some  months  my  constant  practice  to  impress  upon  my  patients  the 
necessity  of  avoiding  as  much  as  possible  the  employment  of  all  aperient 
medicine,  having  saUsfactorily  ascertained  that  bowels  accustomed  to  tor- 
pidity, and  long^  used  to  the  aid  of  laxatives,  will  recover  their  natural 
functions  in  a  comparatively  short  space  of  time  by  the  habit  being  kept 
up  of  frently  coaxing  the  latter  portion  of  the  colon  and  the  rectum  to  a 
thorou'crh  emptying  of  themselves.  The  relief  which  has  been  experienced 
by  obtain  in  cr  tliis  habit  has  been  declared  to  be  very  great,  and  instead  ot 
the  veins  being  more  distended  by  the  prolonged  sitting  in  the  temple  ot 
Cloacina,  the  ^removal  of  the  whole  of  the  contents  of  the  bowel  has  al- 
ways been  perceptibly  marked  by  an  increased  efTort  on  the  part  ot  the 
veins  to  return  their  blood  healthily,  and  the  sphincters  have  gradually 
recovered  their  elasticity  and  firmness.  I  cannot  say  that  1  have  tound 
the  use  of  ointments  to  be  at  all  desirable,  the  unctuous  portion  o(  such 
preparations  having,  apparently,  a  tendency  to  add  to  the  mischief  by  its 
relaxing  property.  What  I  have  found  most  serviceable  has  been  a  free 
use  of  a  strong  solution  of  yellow  soap  in  rain-water,  and,  occasionally,  in 
cases  of  great  protrusion  of  the  veins,  painting  the  whole  of  the  surfaces 
with  a  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver.  By  these  simple  agents  1  must 
confess  I  have  effected  more  in  the  cases  which  have  fallen  under  my  no- 
tice, than  by  any  of  the  heavy  round  of  remedies  which  are  prescribed  for 
this' very  painful  afTection.— London  Lancet. 

Handy-work  of  a  Midwife.— Dr.  Samuel  Williams,  of  Eastwood,  near 
Nottincrham,  England,  relates  the  following  extraordinary  case  in  a  late 
No  of'the  London  Lancet.—"  I  was  lately  summoned  to  Maria  Clarke,  a 
poor  person,  residing  at  Selston,  a  few  miles  distant,  who  was  reported  to 
have  miscarried,  and  to  be  then  in  a  very  dangerous  situation,  i  was  not 
a  little  surprised,  on  my  arrival,  at  having  presented  to  me  the  headless 
body  of  a  fine  fresh  infant,  of  about  the  fifth  month  of  gestation,  with  the 
funis  torn  off  close  to  the  umbilicus,  the  head  and  placenta  remaining  in 
the  uterus.  After  several  inquiries  I  ascertained  that  a  midwife  from  the 
neifrhborhood  had  officiated,  but  the  parties  present  were  evidently  un- 
willing to  say  much  about  the  occurrence.  On  examination,  the  os  uteri 
was  found  firmly  closed,  and  no  trace  of  the  ruptured  cord  could  be  detect- 
ed There  was  no  hfemorrhage,  all  pains  had  completely  subsided,  and 
the  woman  was  extremely  weak.  After  the  exhibition  of  a  stimulant, 
the  OS  uteri  was  gradually  dilated,  and  the  escape  of  the  head  soon  after 
effected  The  placenta  occasioned  some  difficulty  in  its  removal,  irom  be- 
in<r  partially  adherent.  The  uterus  contracted  slowly  after  the  wuhdraw- 
al'of  the  hand,  and  no  flooding  followed.  The  restoration  to  health  was 
very  protracted.  The  fcEtus  is  in  my  possession  ;  the  atlas  remains  at- 
tached to  the  head,  and  the  dentata  to  the  other  cervical  vertebrae,  exactly 
as  the  laceration  had  occurred." 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Scalp,  by  John  E.  Erich- 
sen,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  has  lately  been  published  in  London. 
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The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine.  By  John  Elliotson,  M.D., 
Cantab.,  F.R.S.,  &c.  &c.  Edited  by  Nathaniel  Rogers,  M.D.,  &c., 
and  Alexander  Cooper  Lee.  First  American,  from  the  second  Lon- 
don edition,  greatly  enlarged  and  improved.  With  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions by  Thomas  Stewardson,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital. 

The  gentleman  last  named  in  the  above  somewhat  extended  overture  to 
the  work  before  us,  is  an  old  and  valued  personal  friend  of  the  writer  of 
this  brief  notice.  We  have  studied  with  him,  ausculted  with  him,  tra- 
velled with  him,  and  in  all  these  relations  he  has  been  among  our  most 
esteemed  associates.  If  there  was  some  good  reason  for  valuing  iiis 
talents  and  acquirements  in  the  days  of  our  personal  intei'course,  there 
is  the  same  reason  for  hoping  that  he  would  not  have  published  a  book, 
without  merit,  and  that  his  friend  need  not  be  obliged  to  look  at  his  labors 
through  the  rose-colored  glasses  of  personal  kindness  to  see  them  under  a 
favorable  aspect.  This  plain  statement  will  at  once  do  away  with  all 
idea  that  we  are  secret  membei's  of  any  "Society  of  Mutual  Admiration," 
or  subscribers  to  any  of  the  joint-stock  conipanies  which  honor  each 
other's  drafts  for  praise  in  the  saloons  of  various  remote  cities,  and  endorse 
each  other's  credit  in  native  and  foreign  journals.  Add  to  this,  that  .from, 
various  motives,  interested  or  otherwise,  we  are  quite  ready  (o'nnd'Tault 
with  this  book,  and  the  reader  has  the  boiling  and  fi-eeziiig  points  of  our' 
critical  scale. 

As  geographers  cut  the  world  into  quarters  to  describe  it,  we  shall  sepa- 
rate our  four  associate  authors,  before  treating  of  their  share  in  this  mag- 
num opus.  And,  first,  of  the  author  of  the  original  work  which  has  be- 
come the  nucleus  of  so  bulky  a  concretion. 

Like  all  writers,  Dr.  Elliotson  is  a  legitimate  subject  for  critical  opin- 
ions, which  we  may  express,  if  it  should  happen  to  be  convenient.  Like 
all  readers  and  students,  we  have  had  a  certain  critical  appreciation  of  Dr. 
Elliotson,  which,  until  this  work  led  us  to  look  at  it  more  sharply,  was 
near  enough  for  our  purposes.  We  should  have  said  that  he  had  many  traits 
of  a  shrewd  and  bold  thinker,  that  as  a  physician  he  had  a  good  deal  of 
19 
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practical  sagacity,  as  a  medical  scholar  a  good  deal  of  discursive  learning, 
and  that  to  these  qualities  he  probably  added  some  personal  traits  or  other, 
something  authoritative,  or  fluent,  or  lucid,  or  plausible,  or  brilliant,  which 
gave  him  on  the  whole  more  reputation  than  his  writings  seemed  to  jus- 
tify. Bui  we  should  have  thought  him  somewhat  of  an  egotist,  we 
sliould  have  suspected  him  of  laxity  in  observation,  and  hastiness  in 
announcing  conclusions,  and  we  should  have  doubted  whether  he  was 
as  profoundly  versed  in  medical  literature  as  many  of  his  contempora- 
ries. Perhaps  something  of  these  traits  may  be  seen  in  the  book  before 
us.  Yet  we  cannot  deny  that  there  are  merits  in  it,  for  which  we  did  not 
give  him  sufficient  credit.  He  appeared  to  less  advantage  in  formal 
essays  than  in  this  work,  where  he  professes  to  teach  familiarly  to  stu- 
dents. His  essay  on  '•  Neuralgia,"  in  the  Cyclopaedia  of  Practical  Medi- 
cine, is  among  the  cheapest  and  leanest  in  the  whole  collection  of  which 
it  forms  a  part ;  but  the  author  of  the  best  article  in  that  work  might  have 
failed  in  making  the  avenues  of  our  science  as  inviting  as  Dr.  Elliotson 
has  made  them  in  these  lectures. 

Messrs.  Nathaniel  Rogers  and  Alexander  Cooper  Lee  have  rendered 
their  individuality  so  little  prominent  that  we  may  speak  of  them  in  the 
light  of  a  compound  radical  which  has  contributed  to  the  multitudinous 
octavo.  Their  additions  to  the  fabric  (if  we  may  be  indulged  in  another 
image),  are  in  what  is  called  the  "  bracketed  style  "  of  book-making 
architecture.  Or,  without  a  figure,  what  they  have  done  consists  mainly 
in  illustrating  and  amplifying  the  text  by  large  extracts  from  other  ap- 
proved authors,  without  professing  to  contribute  much  original  matter. 
An  unambitious,  but  not  the  less  a  useful  office,  if  performed  with 
judgment. 

Of  our  friend,  the  American  editor,  it  becomes  us  to  speak  with  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  reserve.  A  good  observer  and  a  well-trained  thinker  we 
know  him  to  be  ;  and  such  advantages  as  long  residence  in  the  medical 
centre  of  Europe,  the  intimacy  of  the  most  rtMio\vntHi  European  patholo- 
gist, and  since  that  period  the  station  of  physician  to  a  great  hospital, 
could  give  him,  we  know  that  he  has  had.  The  fruit  of  these  advan- 
tages has  appeared  in  some  of  the  best  reviews  we  have  read  in  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  and  in  some  original  essays  of 
great  interest  and  importance,  to  which  we  shall  refer  hereafter. 

These  remarks  upon  the  contributors  to  the  book  must  be  followed  by 
some  notice  of  the  book  itself.  It  constitutes  a  vast,  plethoric,  polysar- 
cons,  Falstaffiau  octavo,  of  more-than  a  thousand  highly  congested  pages. 
And  this  great  mass  of  printed  matter,  bound  in  substantial  sheep,  ribbed 
on  the  back,  and  peppered  on  the  edges,  is  sold  for  the  small  considera- 
tion of  four  dollars.  The  American  Tract  Society,  with  its  ten  (small) 
pages  for  a  cent,  can  hardly  beat  this. 

There  is  nothing  so  peculiar  in  the  general  plan  of  the  work  as  to  re- 
quire minute  description.  An  Introduction  of  about  a  dozen  pages  is 
chiefly  remarkable  for  a  note  in  which  Dr.  Elliotson  describes  and  com- 
plains of  the  hard  fortune  which  attended  Galileo,  Harvey,  himself,  and 
others,  on   account   of  their  new  discoveries  or  opinions.     The  moral  is 
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that  those  illustrious  men  \\  lio  insist  ou  takin<>'  coals  froui  tlie  aliar  of  na- 
ture, almost  always  Imrn  tlieir  (lo'^eis.  Very  true  ;  but  Harvey  and 
Galileo  are  the  fiirhtinj^  cocks  of  our  homcjeopaihic  friends,  and  ilie  old 
alarm  bell  of  persecution  has  been  runi!;  so  often  that  nobody  expects  to 
see  a  conflai^ration  when  tiiey  hear  it  now.  Some  old  woman's  smoky 
chimney  is  probably  at  the  botto;ii  of  the  outcry  ;  an  individual  obfusca- 
tion,  and  not  a  universal  danger.  There  is  a  story  connected  with  this 
complaint  of  Dr.  Elliotson's,  too  long  and  tedious  to  mention,  in  wliich 
some  supposed  discoveries  in  animal  magnetism,  and  the  trickery  of  one 
or  two  saucy  girls,  became  mingled  up  in  a  manner  not  edilyinji  to  the 
cultivators  of  science  under  her  severer  aspects.  It  is  commonly  said 
that  Dr.  EUiotson  sutfererl  in  his  professional  popularity  from  his  connec- 
tion with  these  proceedings. 

Under  the  head  of  "  General  Pathology,"  a  description  of  the  divi- 
sions, symptoms,  causes,  &.C.,  of  disease,  is  next  given.  Tlien  comes  Part 
First,  containing  an  accou^U  ol  what  he  calls  "  General  Diseases,"  such 
as  inflammation,  hemorrhage,  tubercle,  and  the  like.  "Universal  Dis- 
eases," namely,  anaemia,  chlorosis,  scurvy,  and  fevers,  constitute  Part 
Second.  Part  Third  contains  "  Local  Diseases  " — those  of  particular  or- 
gans or  systems.  One  or  two  curious  Aiults  in  the  arrangement  of  the  last 
class  of  diseases  have  struck  our  attention.  Stomatitis  and  stricture  of 
the  oesophagus  are  described  among  the  "  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
Organs."  Sick  headache  is  described  under  the  head  of  plirenitis.  dropsy 
of  the  ovary  under  the  title  "Organic  Diseases  of  the  Peritoneum."  There 
is  no  account  of  the  diseases  of  the  uterine  system  ;  no  express  mention 
even  of  deranged  menstruation  or  leucorrhoea. 

We  will  now  look  a  little  more  closely  into  some  of  the  special  sub- 
jects of  which  he  has  treated.  We  stop,  however,  for  a  single  moment,  to 
ask  the  student  to  ponder  over  and  inwardly  digest  these  two  lines,  which 
he  will  find  on  page  •20th.  "  In  improving  diagnosis  it  is  impossible  to 
discover  only  what  is  obviously  useful.  The  research  must  be  made 
generally;  and  what  is  at  once  useful,  and  what  is  not,  must  turn  up  to- 
gether." Ardent  young  men,  who  pursue  truth  in  science  a  little  be- 
yond the  absolute  necessities  of  the  moment,  are  often  leered  at  ihrouiih 
the  small  eyes  of  certain  supposed  practical  men,  who  pride  themselves 
upon  the  wink  of  a  horse-jockey  and  the  nod  of  a  farrier.  While  we  are 
liable  to  meet  such  individuals,  who  feel  of  wrists  instead  of  hoofs,  and 
handle  the  lancet  instead  of  the  razor  which  belonged  to  their  legitimate 
predecessors,  let  us  be  thankful  for  every  cuff  they  get  from  men  whom 
they  dare  not  bully  ! 

Injlammation. — Many  long  and  valuable  passages  are  credited  to  "  T. 
Williams,"*  whose  name  is  not  as  familiar  to  us  of  this  remote  province  as 
we  might  be  led  to  wish  from  these  citations. 

Dr.  EUiotson  tells  us  that  he  has  "  really  a  horror  of  digitalis."  He  has 
seen  so  many  people  die  suddenly  under  its  use,  that  whether  they  died 
from  it  or  nor,  it  is  a  medicine  of  which  he  is  "  particularly  shy." — 
(p.  125.) 

Continued  Fever. — The  account,  though  elaborate   and  interesting,  is 

*  An  interesting  paper  by  this  gentleman  is  contained  in  llie  last  nnmberof  Gny's  Hnspitril  Reports. 
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sornewlut  confiHed,  and  cannor,  Ite  said  lo  present  tlie  existing  slate  of 
knowledi^e  on  the  subje(H.  Dr.  Siewardson  lias  in  a  measure  remedied 
this  by  a  very  good  note,  vvhicli  might  have  been  extended  to  greater 
lenL^th  with  advantage 

Re.mitteixt  Fever. — Dr.  Stewardson  lias  inserted  the  principal  results  of 
his  investi'^ations  on  this  subject,  which  were  formerly  made  })ublic  in  iwo 
remarkable  papers  published  in  the  American  Journal  for  April,  1841, 
and  Ajiril,  1842.  We  have  not  the  space  lor  any  analysis  of  his  menioir, 
to  which  we  refer  the  student  for  the  best  account  of  the  disease  with 
which  we  are  acquainted.  The  anatomical  lesions,  more  especially,  are 
described  with  great  accuracy.  The  three  most  essential  changes  were 
found  to  consist  in  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  enlargement  and  soften- 
ma  of  the  spleen,  and  a  peculiar  appearance  of  the  liver.  This  consist- 
ed in  a  change  of  color,  more  or  less  resembling  "  bronze,  or  a  mixture  of 
bronze  and  olive,  or  some  shades  of  lead  color."  This  Dr.  Stewardson 
is  disposed  to  consider  as  the  essential  anatomical  characteristic  of  the 
disease. 

Yelloiv  Fever. — Dr.  Stewardson  has  furnished  an  article  upon  this 
disease,  embodying  some  of  the  results  of  M.  Louis,  with  information 
derived  from  other  sources.  The  change  of  the  liver  in  this  affection 
bears  a  very  interesting  relation  to  that  just  mentioned  as  belonging  to 
■remittent  fever.  "  Its  color  was  altered  in  every  case  ;  sometimes  it  was 
of  the  color  of  fresh  butter,  sometimes  of  a  straw  yellow,  a  clear  coffee 
and  milk  color,  sometimes  of  a  gum  yellow,  sometimes  of  an  orange 
color." 

Ciiianeous  Diseases. — Dr.  Elllotson  uses  a  lotion  of  one  or  two 
drachms  of  hydrocyanic  acid  to  a  pint  of  water,  to  allay  the  irritation  of 
lichen.  He  mentions  the  curious  fact  of  mental  weakness,  sometimes 
amounting  to  fuulty,  arising  from  protracted  cases  of  prurigo.  His  list 
of  causes  which  he  has  known  to  produce  urticaria  is  interesting,  [n  the 
sore  throat  of  scarlet  fever  he  prefers  the  chloride  of  soda  or  of  lime  as 
a  »arwle.  Some  cases  have  led  him  to  suspect  the  contagiousness  of 
erysipelas  and  of  lepra.  The  last  disease  he  says  sometimes  lasts  two 
or  three  years.  We  know  a  case  of  nearer  twenty  years'  standing,  and 
we  believe  such  are  not  very  unfrequent.  Contrary  to  the  precedent  of 
writers  on  diseases  of  the  skin,  he  classes  rupia  among  the  pustules.  In 
treating  of  porrigo,  he  takes  occasion  to  express  a  doubt  as  to  any  pecu- 
liar efficacy  of  Plummer's  pill  (pH.  hyd.  subm.  comp.)  over  calomel  in 
its  simple  form.  Dr.  Stewardson  has  added  a  note  on  the  prevention  of 
the  pitting  in  variola  by  the  use  of  mercurial  ointment  or  plaster.  He 
did  not  find  it  prevented  pitting  altogether,  but  it  lessened  the  liability  to 
it.  Equinia,  ns  Dr.  Elliotson  has  named  it,  or  ,^/«;u/ers  in  the  human 
subject,  is  treated  of  at  length  in  the  most  interesting  manner.  Five 
cases  of  this  affection  are  given  in  some  detail.  Nothing  is  said  of  iodine 
in  the  treatment  of  lupus. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. — An  abstract  of  Marshall  Hall's 
leading  notions  on  the  physiology  and  pathology  of  this  syst<Mn,  and  large 
additions  to  the  text  fron/the  Cyclopsedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  Twee- 
die's  Library,  and  other  sources,  have  expanded  this  portion  of  the  work. 
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already  ample.  Acute  hydrociphahts. — Dr.  Stt^uard-on  i);is  given  a 
note  on  this  disease,  expUiining  its  relation  to  tuberculous  dFjiosition,  as 
asce-rtained  by  Drs.  Gerhard  and  Ruiz,  and  abundantly  confirmed  by 
other  observers. — "  It  is  said  that  ajjoplcxy  and  palsy  ha.ve  very  much 
increased  of  late  years."  No  statistics  are  ffiven  to  sliow  the  tiuth  of 
this  opinion,  which  Dr.  Elliotson  endorses  in  a  da'^hing  assertion.- — Why 
did  not  the  American  editor  refer  to  Dv.  Waie's  most  iriiportant  and  well- 
known  paper  on  Deliriuin  Tremens,  which  he  might  have  leceived  via 
Euro|)e,  if  the  scientific  highways  between  Boston  and  Pliiladelphia  ar^ 
impassable? — The  account  o(  i^isanity  is  full  of  entertainment  as  well 
as  instruction.  Spinal  irritation.  Several  pages  on  this  subject  are  ta- 
ken from  the  Library  of  Medicine.  The  impossibility  of  reaching  the 
spinal  cord  or  the  nerves  going  from  it  by  pressure  is  granted.  Paralysis 
agitans,  a  form  of  palsy  frequently  neglected  in  general  works,  is  spe- 
cially treated  of,  and  a  separate  article  is  given  to  that  si  range  affection, 
the  leaping  ague. — In  the  treatment  of  neuralgia  Dr.  Elliotson  <'ives 
the  precipitated  sesquioxide  of  iron  (ferri  carb.  pra^cip.)  in  very  large 
doses  ;  two,  three,  or  even  four  drachms  every  six  or  even  four  hours,  and 
does  not  hesitate  to  begin  with  the  full  dose  of  half  an  ounce. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. — Among  the  complaints  which 
Dr.  Elliotson  has  chosen  to  include  under  this  title,  \s  fetid  breath.  One 
cause  of  this  consists  in  the  accumulation  of  cheesy-looking  matter  in, 
the  follicles  of  the  tonsils.  These  same  disagreeable  concretions,  whea 
rejected  by  expectoration,  have  been  sometimes  mistaken  for  pulmonary 
tubercles.  The  description  of  the  physical  signs  of  pulmonary  disease 
is  principally  taken  from  the  work  of  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams.  Croup,- 
The  distinction  into  primary  and  secondary,  or,  as  we  might  call  them,' 
idiopathic  and  diphtheritic,  is  illustrated  in  a  comparative  tableof  their  cha- 
racters from  Dr.  Stokes. — Some  valuable  remarks  will  be  found  on  the, 
nervous  coughs  and  aphonia  observed  in  young  females. — Dr.  Steward- 
son  has  added  two  useful  no\QS  on  pneumonia 'Awd  pnhnonary  apoplexy. 
— A  capital  account  of  that  most  singular  affection,  the  hay  asthma — cotar- 
rhus  astivus — with  numerous  cases,  is  given  by  Dr.  Elliotson.— Not  a' 
word  is  said  of  the  friction  sound  (bruit  de  frottement)  under  the  head! 
of  pleurisy.  Under  the  general  head  Auscultation,  it  is,  hoyvever,  n)en- 
tioned  (p.  714).  Encephaloid  disease  of  the  lung  and  pleura,  and  some; 
of  the  rarer  organic  affections  of  the  first  of  these  organs,  should  have  been, 
referred  to. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart. — All  that  is  said  of  the  fiiction  sound  of  peri- 
carditis is  contained  in  a  line  and  a  half,  mentioning  the  new-leather^ 
sound  described  by  M.  Collier  (Collin).  We  must  think  that  the  mix-, 
ture  of  Dr.  Elliotson's  former  opinions  on  the  cause  of  the  sounds  of  the. 
heart  with  the  results  of  the  more  recent  experiments,  produces  a  chiaro- 
scuro that  the  young  student  will  find  embarrassing.  Patching  old  cloth 
with  new  was  always  an  awkward  l>usiness. 

Diseases  of  the  Chylopoietic  Viscera. —  Ovarian  Dropsy. — A  mani- 
fest error  loci — a  most  palpable  extravasation — but  that  we  have  spoken, 
of.     Dr.  Elliotson  mentions  several  stories  of  the  monstrous  quantities  of 
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fluid  wlilcb    have  been    drawn  off  in    this    atfection.     If  we    remember 
ricrhi.  Dr.  Mt-ad  <^ives  ihe  epitaph   of  a  hidy  whose  performances  on   the 
trocar  were  very "ivmaikaole.      We   have   a'l  various   times  snipped  little 
obbng  strips  out  of  Vermont  and  IN'ew  Hampshire  newspapers,  relaimg 
simila'r  wonders.     A  large  pumpkin,  a  long  wheat-stalk,  and  an  incredi- 
bly productive  dropsy,  are  a  part  of  the  regular  stock  in  trade  of  a  New 
Emdand  editor.     Jaundice.     Dr.  EUiotson  mentions  several  cases  which 
he  had  himself  seen  where  the   patients  saw  objects  tinged  with  yellow. 
Intiisxuscrption.      Some  have    proposed  opening    the    abdomen.        The 
seat  of  the   pain    '=  is  a  very   fliUacious   guide."     If  a  tumor   appeared 
after  symptoms  of  colic,  ''  th'e  surgeon  might  then  take  into  consideration 
whether  he   would  cut  down  or  not."— We   do  not  see  any  account  of 
abscess  in  the  iliac  fossa,  or  of  disease  of  the  appendix  cacci.      Chronic 
Dysentery.     Dr.  EUiotson  has  employed   the  sulphate  of  copper  in  this 
complaint,  as  he  says,  with  very  great  success,  in  the  dose  of  a  quarter  of  a 
grain  lo  three  grains  as  the  maximum,  given  after  breakfast.     Discharge 
of  fnitu  matters  from  the  intestines.      A  short   account  of  this  singular 
affection  is  given.     A  paper  by  Dr.  EUiotson  on  the  subject  will  be  found 
in  the  iSth'v'olumeof  thelNIedico-Chirurgical  Transactions.— A  few  pages 
on  gastro-intestinal  concretions  will  be  read  with  interest.— \V  by  ''  Eng- 
lish cholera  "  as  the  name  of  a  disease  described  by  Aretsus  and  known 
evervwhere?     It  is  an   enemy's  business  to  confer  such  invidious  dis- 
tinctions—  ,.,,-,,       -.1 

"  News  have  I  that  my  Nell  is  dead  i'  the  spital 
Of  mahubj  of  France." 

The  American  editor  lias  added  a  short  account  of  cholera  infantum. 
The  brief  account  of  dvspepsia,  under  the  title  "  Disorder  of  the  Diges- 
tive Or>rans  "  is  infinitely  plainer  and  more  likely  to  be  useful  than  some 
of  those  bul'kv  treatises  in  which  the  reader  is  bewildered  by  attempts  at 
all  manner  of  distinctions  and  subdivisions.  Amidst  a  great  deal  that 
is  valuable  in  this  portion  of  the  work,  we  will  point  out  the  remarks  on 
vrmsic  acid  as  a  remedy  for  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  the  oil  of  tur- 
pentine ;  the  history  of  its  use,  and  the  best  mode  of  exhibiting  it  in  cases 

of    worms.  ,  r    r>  •     I         U 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs.— The  work  of  Rayer  might  have 
been  consulted  with  advantage  on  several  points,  and  especially  on  the 
distinctions  of  inflammation  of  the  kidney  according  to  the  tissue  affected. 
Endemic  ha;n,aluria,  of  which  Rayer  gives  a  very  lull  account,  is  not 
alluded  to  The  chapter  on  calculous  diseases  is  almost  entirely  borrow- 
ed from  the  work  of  Dr.  Prout,  whose  knowledge  and  experience  are 
unhanpilv  equalled  bv  his  singular  obscurity  and  awkwardness  of  arrange- 
ment in^he  volume  which  has  been  a  mine  of  valuable  information  to  so 
many  compilers.  We  will  only  mention,  in  conclusion,  the  remarks  on 
the  application  of  cold  to  parts  affected  with  gout,  which  some  of  the 
patients  of  our  hydropathic  fellow  citizens  might  do  well  to  read  ;  those  on 
the  mode  of  giving  colchicum  in  gout  and  rheumatism,  and  on  acupunc- 
ture in  the  last  affection,  a-y  A  ■, 
We  might  point   out  various  blemishes,  such  as  all  easy,  off-hand  writ- 
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ers  are  liable  to  fall  into,  some  trivial,  others  more  important.  There  is 
no  reason  to  think  that  Falstatf  was  dropsical,  because  he  had  "  a  de- 
creasing leg,  an  increasing  belly."— (p.  878.)  Mrs.  Ford  \v;is  of  opin- 
ion that  his  bulk  was  o«ing  to  "  so  many  tuns  of  oil  "  in  his  abdominal 
cavity.  Sir  John  himself,  in  the  scene  in  Windsor  Park,  is  apprehensive 
not  of  a  watery  but  an  adipose  diuresis.  Lord  Byron,  however,  con- 
sidered corpulence  as  a  kind  of  "  oily  dropsy,"  and  perhaps  Dr.  Elliot?on 
may  plead  his  authority.  We  do  not  think  it  correct  to  say  that  "  ence- 
phaloid  tumors  look  exactly  like"  "scrofulous" — that  is,  tuberculous — 
ones,  in  the  liver  or  any  other  organ. — (p.  889.)  Dr.  Elliotson's  asser- 
tion, on  the  same  page,  that  he  has  "  frequently  seen  scirrhus  in  other 
parts  with  scrofula  (tubercle)  deposited  in  its  neighborhood,"  and  that 
the  same  thing  happens  in  the  liver,  would  be  more  questionable  were  it 
not  for  the  preceding  quotation.  The  mode  in  which  the  comparative 
prevalence  of  the  cholera  in  London  and  Paris  is  accounted  for,  is  rash 
and  superficial. — (p.  942.) 

But  it  is  time  to  put  away  the  microscope.  Something  must  be  par- 
doned to  the  natural  love  of  detecting  cracks  and  flaws  in  anything  sub- 
mitted to  our  inspection.  This  book  of  Dr.  Elliotson's,  encircled  in  th,e 
"aes  triplex"  of  three-fold  annotation,  can  endure  a  great  deal  of  minute 
fault-finding  without  serious  injury  to  its  vital  energies.  It  contains  a 
great  mass  of  the  most  valuable  information  on  the  most  important  points 
of  medicine,  conveyed  in  a  very  lively  and  attractive  style,  and  illustrated 
by  a  wide  extent  of  miscellaneous  reading.  The  poets,  the  novelists,  the 
essayists,  the  moralists,  the  theologians,  and  the  sceptics,  have  all  contribut- 
ed their  share.  Add  to  this,  that  it  contains  those  opinions  and  practical 
results  ofDr.  Elliotson  for  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  look  to  scattered 
sources,  and  we  have  still  further  reason  for  welcoming  it  as  an  accession 
to  our  libraries.  The  general  character  of  the  additions  of  the  English 
editors  is  that  of  practical  utility,  and  their  sources  are  for  the  most  part 
unexceptionable.  Dr.  Stewardson  has  added  nothing  wliich  was  not 
called  for,  and  though  he  might,  perhaps,  have  done  more, if  space  had 
been  allowed  him,  deserves  great  credit  for  having  done  so  much. 

We  mention  this  with  pleasure,  inasmuch  as  a  new  fashion  is  growing 
up  among  our  publishers,  upon  which  we  will  bestow  a  partinL^  word  to 
close  our  remarks.  A  work  is  published  in  England,  embodying  the 
labors  of  some  man  of  talents,  learning  and  experience.  The  giant  of 
our  all-devoui'ing  press  snuffs  it  in  the  wind — 

Fee,  faw.  fo,  fuin, 

I  smell  the  Look  of  an  Englishman  ! 

Before  the  work,  however,  can  be  trusted  to  the  American  public,' it  must 
find  some  responsible  citizen  to  alter,  improve,  amend  and  answer  for  it. 
Some  young  physician,  whose  note-book  might  show  that  he  has  occa- 
sionally prescribed  an  "  Anderson  "  to  his  grandmother,  or  practised  on 
himself  with  Rochelle  powders  before  breakfast;  or  some  surgeon,  who 
has  cut  a  few  corns  and  strapped  a  broken  head  or  two — is  selected  as 
the  sponsor.     The  favored  youth  opens  the  book  in  the  natural  intervals 
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which  characterize  uncut  vohimes,  skims  the  contents  of  those  leaves 
which  are  free  from  adhesions,  pours  a  cahii  whiff  of  cigar  smoke  into 
sucli  as  are  merely  united  at  the  top,  and  occasionally  pokes  the  first 
joint  of  a  fin^rer  into  those  which,  like  the  paper  haos  of  grocers,  have 
only  one  entrance.  In  half  an  hour  he  manufactures  half  a  dozen  super- 
fluous impertinences  which  he  calls  "  Notes,"  or,  it  may  be,  "  Notes  and 
Additions."  And  this  is  the  way  that  the  works  ol  the  London  prac- 
titioners and  professors  are  often  ushered  into  the  American  market,  un- 
der the  patronizin.r  shadow  of  some  minute  fungus,  no  more  competent  to 
criticize,  still  lessm  amend,  his  original,  than  a  turnspit  to  carry  the  pad- 
dle wheels  of  the  Great  Western. 

We  would  not  be  too  sweeping  in  a  censure  which  might  reach  ourselves. 
But  we  have  actually  become  ashamed  of  this  jackdaw  style  of  making  a 
reputation.  Let  not  those  who  cannot  make  or  mend  a  book,  become  ex- 
crescences upon  better  men's  productions.  We  honor  the  labors  of  an  able 
and  accomplisheil  editor,  who  understands  his  author,  and  is  competent  to 
illustrate  and  expand  his  meaning.  The  editor  of  the  work  we  have  exa- 
mined, and  a  few  other  conscientious  and  industrious  students  who  have 
undertaken  similar  tasks,  deserve  our  gratitude  and  commendation.  But 
for  those  who  take  up  half  the  title-page  with  their  names,  and  are  see"  "« 
more  of,  who  lead  us  on  with  the  vain  expectation  of  the  "  Notes  and  Ad- 
ditions" until  our  last  hope  is  shipwrecked  ujion./Fnis,  we  profess  little  es- 
teem. Our  scientific  reputations  are  becoming  to  a  frightful  extent  parasitical, 
built  up  on  mere  typographical  association  of  names,  an  identity  equn^lent 
to  that  between  man  and  his  entozoa— the  hem  and  his  ascarides.  Once 
more,  we  thank  our  Philadelphia  friend  for  giving  us  a  t'*^'^*^^  example. 

December,  1843.  O.   W.  H. 


C.^SE     or   ABSCESS    OF    THE    CEREBRUM. 

By  Alfred    Hitchcock,  M.D.,  Ashby,  Ms. 
ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Snrj;icnl  .lonrniil.l 

Stephen  Sawin,  set.  35  ;  farmer;  of  temperate  and  industrious  habits. 
For  several  years  had  been  subject  to  slight  pulmonary  hemorrhage— the 
attacks  rather  frequent,  attended  with  some  ihoracic  pain,  but  generally 
no  cough.  He  also  suffered  considerably  from  a  moist  and  excoriating 
eruption  about  the  ears  and  scalp,  occurring  several  times  during;  a  year. 
He  had  noticed  that  when  the  eruptions  on  his  head  were  perfectly 
healed,  he  was  sure  to  have  a  recurrence  of  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs, 
and  vice  versa.  During  the  seven  or  eight  months  preceding  his  last 
sickness,  he  had  complained  of  headache— genprally  paroxysmal,  and  most 
commonly  referred  to  the  frontal  and  left  side  of  the  cranium.  These 
attacks  sometimes  occurred  in  the  night,  producing  sudden  startings  m 
sleep.  Sometimes  they  were  accompanied  !)y  dizziness,  and  temporary 
loss  of  slight  and  hearing.  Excejiting  the  headache,  the  general  health 
was  f^oodl  no  hemorrhage  or  eruptions  ;  was  able  to  labor  as  usual,  ex- 
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cepting  could  not  stoop  without  greatly  aggravating  the  headache.  He 
considered  the  headache  "  nervous  ;"  was  otherwise  quite  well,  and  used, 
nothing  but  domestic  remedies  for  relief.  The  first  two  weeks  in  July, 
1843,  his  general  health  became  somewhat  impaired  ;  loss  of  appetite,, 
with  some  slight  febrile  symptoms;  disinclination  for  mental  or  muscular, 
effort,  he.  , 

July  I7th,  1843,  I  was  first  called  to  prescribe  for  him.  He  had, 
kept  his  house  for  several  days,  complaining  of  severe  intermitting  headache;. 
pain  in  back  and  arms  ;  frequent  creeping  chills  ;  some  soreness  of  throat  ; 
tonsils  and  fauces  very  dark  red  ;  tongue  covered  with  white  fur,  moist, 
and  tremulous;  pulse  60,  regular,  full  and  soft.  Heat  of  all  parts  of  the 
body  rather  below  the  natural  temperature.  The  headache,  which  occur- 
red in  paroxysms,  was  at  this  time  referred  to  no  particular  part.  No, 
throbbing  of  carotids  ;  no  unnatural  heat  of  scalp  ;  eyes  natural ;  mind^ 
rather  desponding.  A  mustard  bath  was  ordered  for  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, and  strong  sinapisms  for  the  nuchae.  A  cathartic  of  ten  grains  of. 
submur.  hyd.,  followed  by  §j.  sulph.  magnesia,  with  gr.  j.  tart,  emetic, 
was  given.  A  third  dose  of  the  saline  mixture  was  taken  before  a  ca- 
thartic effect  was  produced. 

July  18th. — Had  vomited  twice,  and  bowels  purged  freely.  Free 
perspiration,  and  surface  of  natural  warmth  ;  pulse  60,  soft.  No  head- 
ache for  twelve  hours  ;  mind  more  cheerful,  and  expressed  great  relief 
since  yesterday.     Mild  diaphoretics. 

July  19th. — Had  a  restless  night.  Several  rigors  ;  headache  severe;, 
restless,  anxious  and  desponding  ;  head  and  all  parts  of  body  rather  cool  ; 
surface  moist;  pulse  50,  and  very  soft.     Complained  of  faintness. 

20th. — Frequent  chills,  followed  by  profuse  perspirations.  Delirium, 
with  subsultus  ;  great  nervous  agitation  and  restlessness;  could  not  al- 
ways locate  his  distress,  but  most  commonly  now  referred  it  to  epigas- 
trium.    Drs.  Stone  and  Barr  called  at  my  request  in  consultation. 

From  this  time  till  his  death  he  was  constantly  delirious,  generally 
sleepless,  and  complaining  of  great  distress,  without  being  able  to  locate 
it.  Frequent  chills  and  perspirations  ;  all  parts  of  the  body  rather  cool  ; 
subsultus  constant,  and  at  times  very  violent  ;  occasional  twitchings  of 
the  facial,  and  also  of  the  posterior  cervical  and  upper  dorsal  muscles. 
No  paralysis  of  any  of  the  muscles.  Had  perfect  use  of  all  the  muscles 
of  locomotion  ;  and  till  within  six  hours  of  death,  would  leap  from  his  bed 
unless  forcibly  hindered  by  attendants.  He  was  very  loquacious— bis  ; 
ideas  ludicrous,  and  often  witty.  When  not  agitated  with  severe  distress, 
he  would  occasionally  sing.  Some  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  ;  occar 
sional  vomiting  ;  diarrhoea  moderate,  averaging  about  four  or  five  stools 
each  day.  No  tympanitis,  or  rose  spots  or  sudamina,  were  at  any  time 
to  be  noticed.  The  eyes, remained  natural  in  appearance,  and  no  loss  of 
vision.  The  pulse  ranged  from  45  to  80  per  minute,  genei'ally  quite 
soft,  and  moderately  full.  His  mouth  was  filled  with  sordes,  and  he  had 
very  violent  hiccups  for  several  days  preceding  dissolution.  He  died  the 
7th  of  August — 2"2d  dav  of  attendance. 
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Aatopsfj,  Iwcatij-f'jar  Hours  after  Death.  Present,  the  consulting 
physiciai)-!,  ami  st;vt'r;il  other  professional  gentlemen. 

The  inncoiis  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  exhibited  nu- 
merous inflamed  patches,  of  a  modena  color,  thickened,  and  easily  sepa- 
rated from  the  muscular  coat.  Peyer's  and  Brunner's  glands  exliibited 
no  appearance  of  ulceration  or  inHamniation,  except  where  the  patches  of 
mucous  inrtamination  involved  one  or  more  of  the  solitary  glands.  No 
other  morbid  appearance  visible  in  the  abdominal  cavity. 

The  lungs  were  adherent  to  both  sides  of  thorax  by  numerous  narrow, 
strong  membranous  bands.  The  upper  portions  of  both  lungs  were  stud- 
ded with  miliary  tubercles. 

On  removing  the  top  of  the  cranium  and  upper  portion  of  the  dura 
mater,  nuinerous  tubercular  depositions  were  exhibited  on  the  vertex  of 
the  cerebrum.  Tiiey  covered  a  space  of  three  inches  in  diameter;  were 
white,  opaque,  of  nearly  cartilaginous  hardness,  and  from  the  size  of  mus- 
tard seed  to  that  of  a  pea.  These  tubercles  formed  a  pretty  firm  attach- 
ment between  all  the  membranes  and  the  cerebral  substance;  rendering 
it  difficult  to  determine  the  point  of  primary  deposition.  Continuing  the 
examination,  by  removing  the  upper  portions  of  the  cerebral  hemispheres, 
the  lateral  ventricles  were  found  fully  distended  with  pus.  From  the 
middle  cornu  of  the  left  ventricle,  a  small  sinus  was  found  leading  into 
the  sac  of  an  abscess,  the  size  of  a  common  hen's  egg,  occupying  the 
central  portion  of  the  middle  lobe  of  the  left  hemisphere.  The  walls  of 
this  cavity  were  rather  rough,  dark  colored,  and  of  a  cellulo-vascular 
structure.  The  pus  was  generally  of  a  laudable  appearance,  with  some 
brown  and  greenish  specks — there  was,  however,  five  or  six  drachms  of 
serous  fluid  with  fi;d<y  matter  in  the  left  ventricle.  The  pus  had  found  its 
way  under  the  base  of  the  brain  behind  the  sella  turcica,  and  along  the 
pons  varolii  and  medulla  oblongata,  through  the  foramen  magnum,  a  con- 
siderable distance  down  the  spinal  canal.  The  portion  of  the  brain  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  parts  just  inentioned  was  extensively  infiltrated  with 
the  contents  of  the  abscess.  The  pus  had  not  penetrated  below  the 
tentorium  cerebelli.  The  q'laniity  of  pus  and  serum  was  estimated  at 
eight  ounces.  The  cavity  of  the  abscess  extended  within  three  lines  of 
the  op'.c  thala-ni,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  the  external  temporal 
surflice  of  the  brain. 

Tne  foregoing  case  presented  many  of  the  prominent  symptoms  of 
typhoid  fever.  The  head-ache  and  deliriu'U  were  not  more  severe  than  is 
often  observed  in  favorable  cases  of  that  disease.  The  early  and  violent 
subsultus  ;  the  continued  chills  and  sweats  ;  the  slow,  soft  pulse,  and  the 
general  coolness  of  the  surfice,  however,  were  symptoms  anon->alous  to 
that  disease.  Although  serious  affection  of  the  encephalon  was  antici- 
pated, yet  the  character  and  location  of  the  lesion  was  not  diagnozed  dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  patient.  The  temporary  relief  afforded  by  cupping, 
blisterin'4,  Sic,  together  with  the  absence  of  convulsions  and  paralysis, 
would  seem  to  indicate  a  less  grave  cerebral  affection  than  was  disclosed 
by  dissection. 

Encysted  abscess  of  the  brain,  according  to  nuinerous  cases. pecorded 
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by  Bioussais  and  other  eminent  pathologists,  may  exist  without  any  very 
manifest  symptoms  during  the  life  of  the  patient.  The  bursting  of  an 
abscess  and  infiltration  of  its  contents  in  the  cerebral  substance,  gives  rise 
to  very  variable,  though  fatal,  symptoms.  The  equivocal  nature  of  these 
symptofns  is  remarked  by  nearly  all  writers  on  the  diseases  of  the  brain. 
Dr.  Rush,  in  his  treatise  on  the  Mind,  speaks  of  a  metastasis  of  pul- 
monary disease  to  the  brain.  In  the  foregoing  case,  it  will  be  observed 
that  on  the  accession  of  cerebral  symptoms  the  pulmonary  irritation  and 
hemorrhage  were  suspended. 

The  history  of  this  case,  and  the  dissection,  would  lead  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  patient  was  of  the  scrofulous  diathesis — that  the  abscess 
was  of  tuberculous  oiigin — that  the  inflammation  and  softening  were  of  a 
very  insidious  and  chronic  character — and  that  the  formation  of  pus  and 
its  infiltration  about  the  base  of  the  brain  look  place  at  the  occurrence  of 
the  more  prominent  symptoms  above  mentioned,  and  were  the  cause  of 
the  chills,  diarrhosa,  &ic. 

November,  1843. 


SCIRRHUS   OF   THE   PANCREAS— ERROR  IN   DIAGNOSIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  case  excited  considerable  interest  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  patient's  residence,  and  as  in  reporting  it  I  shall  acknowledge  that 
myself,  as  well  as  others,  formed  an  erroneous  diagnosis,  1  must  crave 
the  privilege  of  relating  more  particulars  than  mere  utility  to  the  readers 
of  your  Journal  may,  perhaps,  seem  to  require;  yet  the  reasonings  of 
physicians  in  obscure  cases  are  to  me  particularly  interesting. 

Soon  after  Maj.  Joseph  Griswold,  of  Buckland,  reached  home  last 
April,  fi'om  Boston,  where  he  had  spent  the  winter  as  Senator  from 
Franklin  county,  it  was  reported  that  he  would  probably  soon  die  of  dis- 
ease of  the  heart — that  such  was  the  opinion  of  "  the  physicians  at  Bos- 
ton," and  of  his  attending  physician  at  home. 

Now  Maj.  Griswold,  being  67  years  of  age,  had  accumulated  a  fortune 
by  hard  labor  as  a  carpenter  and  farmer;  had  continued  to  labor  uj)  to 
the  time  of  his  going  to  Boston  ;  had  been  seen  by  me  nearly  up  to  this 
time  without  my  noticing  any  indications  of  disease  of  the  heart;  had 
not  been  visited  with  any  acute  disease  duritig  his  stay  at  Boston,  and 
therefore  I  expressed  doubts  of  his  having  any  serious  disease  of  the 
heart.  But  on  inquiry  1  was  informed  that  a  k\v  years  ago  he  had  a  long 
and  severe  attack  of  acute  rheumatism  ;  and  then  I  admitted — nay,  be- 
lieved, that  he  might  be  laboring  under  an  organic  disease  of  the  heart. 
And  it  was  under  this  belief  that,  some  five  or  six  weeks  afterwards,  I  over- 
took the  Major  as  he  was  driving  slowly  along,  and  alone,  in  his  open  car- 
riage, several  miles  from  his  home.  His  countenance  had  not  the  bloated, 
purplish  appearance  indicative  of  obstruction  in  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  ;  but  the  pallid,  sallow  cast  indicative — in  the  absence  of  hemor- 
rhage or  other  known  cause — of  disease  of  the  abdominal  organs.     His 
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tongue  was  large,  pale,  flabby,  and  without  much  coat;  lips  bloodless; 
there  was  an  approach  to  a  semi-transparency  of  the  fingers ;  not  much 
emaciation — he  was  in  a  state  of  cachexia  ;  there  was  evidently  a  defi- 
ciency of  red  globules,  and  probably  of  fibrin,  in  the  blood  ;  in  short, 
had  he  been  a  female,  of  a  certain  age,  my  first  and  only  thought  would 
have  been — you  are  chlorotic.  His  respiration  was  easy  ;  and,  jumping 
from  my  carriage,  I  found  his  pulse  about  75  and  regular,  with  no  abnor- 
mal sound  about  the  heart  other  than  a  slight  bruit  de  soufflet,  not  equal 
to  what  is  frequently  noticed  in  chlorosis.  Ancles  not  oedematous.  I 
declared  positively  that  there  was  no  important  disease  of  the  heart  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  admitted  that  I  did  not  know  what  the  matter  was 
— offered  no  conjecture,  and  drove  on. 

A  week  or  two  after  this,  say  June  ITtb,  his  physician  being  at  Bunker 
Hill,  1  was  requested  to  visit  the  Major.     There  was  death  in  the  coun- 
tenance, yet  he  was   able  to  walk  about,  and  he  declared  positively  tiiat 
there  was  no  pain   about   him,  no  uneasy  digestion,  no  vomiting;  but  he 
had  recently  nearly  lost  his  appetite,  and  had  been    troubled  with  mode- 
rate  intercurrent  diarrhcea,  probably  bilious,  and  rather  frequent  micturi- 
tion.    His  brain  did  not  act  right,  because,  as  I  thought,  it  was  not  duly 
supplied  with   good    blood.     To  those   who  knew  him  well,  he  was  not 
Maj.  Griswold.     Yet  a  stranger  would  scarcely  have  thought  him  even 
singular.     He  was  rather  talkative,  and  especially  inclined  to  tell  what  he 
had  done — what  he  could   do,  how   he  could  address  an  audience,  he.  if 
he  only  had  strength.     There  was  also   reason   to   believe   that   he   was 
more  readily  provoked  than  usual.     But  these  were  the  only  indications 
of  cerebral  excitement ;  and  although  a  year  or  more  before  this  time  he 
had  a  temporary  congestion  of  the  brain   so  severe  that  it  received — I 
think   undeservedly — the  name  of  apoplexy  or  "  stroke  of  the   numb 
palsy,"  still  I  could  not  for  a  moment  entertain  the  idea  of  any  real  dis- 
ease of  the  brain — though  fully  aware  that  diseases  of  this  organ  are  fre- 
quently quite  insidious  and   obscure.     I  tested  the  urine,  I  examined  the 
abdomen  for  tumors  and   tenderness,  I  inquired   into   the  whole  history  of 
his  life,  and  finally  told  the  Major  that  1  could  not  make  out  any  disease 
of  the  kidneys,  liver  or   bowels,  and   as   for  the   heart  and  lungs,  in  my 
view  they  were  entirely  out  of  the  question.     This  much,  said  1,  is  cer- 
tain— "  somewhere  in  that  process  by  which  food  and  drink  are  converted 
into  flesh  and  blood,  there  is  Something  wrong;  but  what  or  where,  is  more 
than  I  can  say." 

[  may  here  remark,  that  the  action  of  the  heart  and  the  respirations 
were  considerably  increased  by  exercise,  and  there  had  been  some  slight 
oedema  of  the  ancles,  furnishing  the  only  grounds  which  I  could  discover 
for  suspecting  the  heart,  but  which  I  attributed  to  the  debility  and  the 
state  of  the  blood. 

For  the  time  being  I  prescribed  hydj-iodate  of  potass,  but  on  my  next 
visit  I  furnished  the  patient  with  protocarbonate  of  iron  in  the  form  of 
Bland's  pills,  recently  prepared,  anfl  infusion  of  sarsaparilla,  but  without 
faith,  for  by  this  time  the  f{)llowin<r  considerations  had  forced  me  to  sus- 
pect the  stomach  to  be  laboring  under  some  carcinomatous  disease,     f^irst, 
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the  age  and  countenance.  Second,  there  was  the  same  tongue,  and  nearly 
the  same  foetor  of  the  breath,  as  in  the  case  of  Jonathan  Daws,  of  Cum- 
mington,  who  died  in  1840,  with  enormous  fungoid  degeneration  of  the  sto- 
mach and  neighboring  organs.  Third,  the  Major  was  evidently  most  oravely 
diseased,  and  there  appeared  to  be  quite  as  much  difficuhy  in  locating 
the  disease  in  any  other  organ  as  in  the  stomach  ;  and  as  to  the  whole 
system,  solids  and  fluids,  being  equally  and  primarily  diseased,  it  was  re- 
pugnant to  all  my  pathological  opinions  and  reasonings.  Fourth,  Dr. 
Symonds,  in  the  Library  of  Practical  Medicine,  speaks  of  latent  cases  of 
carcinoma  of  the  stomach,  and  says  that  neither  pain  nor  vomiting  is  a 
constant  attendant  of  the  disease;  and  Dr.  Gerhard,  in  a  note  to  this 
same  article  of  Symonds,  says,  "There  is  rarely,  if  ever,  much  pain  ;" 
w  hich,  however,  does  not  accord  with  my  experience — and  I  have  met 
with  five  cases  among  my  own  patients  within  the  space  of  five  years, 
four  of  whom  complained  of  •'  tTiuch  pain,"  and  the  other  of  "  distress." 

After  I  had  told  the  Major  that  "  I  would  sooner  suspect  his  sto- 
mach than  any  other  organ,"  he  admitted  that  there  was,  and  for  a  long 
time  had  been,  some  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  that  organ  ;  but  it  ap- 
pears that  it  was  not  such  that  he  thought  it  worthy  of  mentioning  on  my 
first  visit.  This  uneasiness  eventually  amounted  to  a  distress,  which  in 
some  small  measure  prevented  sleep  ;  but  there  never  was  the  degree  of 
pain,  or  of  vomiting,  which  I  anticipated — only  a  few  instances  of  retching 
throughout  the  whole  sickness.  Alcoholic  stimulants  did  not  distress  the 
patient,  but  on  the  contrarv  caused  him  to  feel  more  comfortable.  Yet 
this  f;ict  had  but  little  influence  upon  my  mind,  for  Symonds  says — 
"Sometimes  our  wonder  is  excited,  at  a  post-mortem,  examination,  by  ob- 
serving the  disorganization  of  a  stomach  into  which  substances  appa- 
rently the  most  inappropriate  had  been  taken  with  impunity,  and  even 
with  relish."  Wliat  most  led  me  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  my  diagno- 
sis, as  the  case  progressed  towards  its  fatal  termination,  was  the  very 
moderate  degree  of  emaciation  ;  a  bilious  diarrhoea  of  two  three  days' 
continuance,  which  ceased  promptly  and  entirely  on  taking  one  small 
dose  of  hyd.  cum  creta  with  a  little  rhubarb — the  bowels  remaining  quiet 
and  comfortable  for  about  two  weeks,  when  they  were  well  moved  by  an 
enema  :  and  the  pale,  sallow  complexion  of  the  skin,  gradually  deepening 
into  a  decided  jaundice.  Still,  in  view  of  the  whole  history  of  the  case, 
I  could  form  no  better  opinion  than  the  one  I  had  already  expressed,  and 
I  therefore  resolved  to  abide  by  that  opinion,  while  the  other  attending 
physician  as  firmly  adhered  to  the  opinion  of  diseased  heart.  It  is  true, 
I  tfiought  of  the  pancreas,  but  expected  that  if  this  organ  should  be  found 
diseased,  so  would  the  ston)ach,  as  I  had  seen  in  other  cases. 

On  the  12th  of  August  the  patient  expired,  the  pulse  remaining  mode- 
rate and  the  senses  entire  until  near  the  last.  On  the  13th,  a  post-mor- 
tem examination  was  made,  in   presence  of   Drs.    Deane    of  Colerain, 

Bates   and    Taylor   of  Charlemont, of  Heath,  Tabor  of  Shel- 

burne,  Toby  of  Cummington,  Trow  of  Buckland,  and  myself.  In  the 
chest,  no  effusions,  no  adliesions,  nothing  amiss  about  the  heart  excepting 
one  slight  point  of  ossification  in  one  of  the  valves,  I  forget  which,  not  larger 
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than  half  a  barley  corn.  No  disease  of  the  kidneys,  liver  or  bowels  (so 
far  as  the  latter  were  examined),  nor  of  the  stomach.  But  the  pancreas 
was  diseased  in  all  its  parts,  firmly  adherent  to  the  duodenum,  and  more 
than  usually  adherent  to  other  surrounding  parts.  It  was  not  on  the 
whole  larirer,  perhaps,  than  natural,  for  while  some  parts  of  it  were  larger, 
others  were  less,  and  but  for  the  place  in  which  it  was  found,  it  could 
not  have  been  easily  recognized  as  the  pancreas.  Externally  it  was  cov- 
ered with  closely  adherent  cellular  and  adipose  matter,  and  internally  it 
had  wholly  lost  its  reddish,  motley  appearance,  being  gristly,  dense  and 
heavy.  The  gall-bladder  was  so  distended  with  healthy-looking  bile  as 
to  reset^bie  in  shape  and  size  a  goose  egg,  which  distension  was  doubtless 
owing  to  obstruction  caused  by  pressure  of  the  diseased  pancreas — though 
•search  for  other  cause  of  obstruction  was  not  made.  And  it  is  probable 
that  the  bilious  diarrhoea  was  owing  to  some  change  in  the  position  of  the 
parts,  which  removed  for  a  time  the  pressure  of  the  pancreas  from  the 
biliary  duct,  thus  permitting  a  distended  gall-bladder  to  disgorge  an  ex- 
cess of  bile  into  the  bowels  ;  and  that  the  diarrhoea  ceased,  not  because 
the  patient  had  taken  one  small  dose  of  hyd.  c.  creta  et  rhei,  but  because 
another  change  of  the  relative  position  of  the  parts  chanced  at  that  time 
to  restore  the  pressure.  No  ascites  or  anasarca.  The  brain  not 
■examined. 

This  case  tends  to  favor  the  opinion  that  the  function  of  the   pancreas 
has  a  direct  effect  on  the  blood,  and  will  serve  to  lead  us   to  suspect  the 
pancreas  in  tliose  cases,  not  uncommon,  where  the  countenance  is   per- 
manently pale  and  sallow,  but  which   are  not  benefited   by   iron  or  by 
remedies  addressed  to  the  liver. 

That  diseases  of  the  pancreas  cannot  be  recognized  with  any  degree 
of  certainty  during  the  life  of  the  patient,  is  a  fact  so  universally  known 
and  admitted  by  the  profession,  that  1  scarcely  need  allude  lo  it. 

Ashfield,  Nov.  27,  1843.  Charles  Knowlton. 


METALLIC   PASTES    FOR    FILLING   TEETH. 

[Communicated    for   the  Boston  Medical   and    Surgical   Journal. ) 

Royal    S/ccceda?ieu}n,   Enamel    Cement,  Bone    Paste,    Diamond  Cement, 

Mineral  Paste,  hithodeon. 
These  are  some  of  the  names  of  a  compound  of  mercury  and  other 
inetals,  by  the  use  of  which,  for  filling  carious  teeth,  tlie  public  have 
been  imposed  upon  again  and  again  within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years. 
With  some  slight  variations,  it  has  always  been  the  same  base  article,  un- 
der whatever  name  it  has  been  presented. 

I  have  always  been  unwilling  to  appear  as  an  expositor  of  the  abuses 
in  dentistry  which  are  at  all  times  so  much  practised  around  us,  except 
when  they  have  become  so  excessive  that  I  could  keep  silent  no  longer. 
And  although  I  have  witnessed  the  effects  of  this  mercurial  preparation 
for  a  long  time,  since  its  last  introduction  into  our  city  and  neighborhood, 
under  one  or  another  of  the  above   imposing  names,  I   have  forebore  to 
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notice  the  article  in  this  way  till  I  should  be  fully  satisfied,  by  repeated 
examinations,  of  its  nature,  and  result  of  its  application. 

Testimony  relative  to  these  points  has  been  so  abundant,  and  has  flowed 
in  so  fast,  of  late,  that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  duty  and  conscience 
not  to  speak  out,  and  speak  plainly  concerning  it. 

Teeth  filled  with  this  mercurial  composition  are  almost  immediately 
changed  in  their  complexion.  Front  teeth,  in  a  few  days  after  this  cement 
has  been  placed  in  them,  become  so  blue  or  black  as  to  be  ruined  in 
their  appearance,  while  it  is  retained,  even  in  cases  where  the  anterior 
enamel  is  so  perfect  that  a  well-placed  gold  filling  would  not  in  the  slight- 
est degree  change  its  natural  healthy  hue.  Back  teeth  are  often  rendered 
so  black,  even  into  their  fangs,  that  it  is  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  re- 
store them;  and  all  this  from  the  dark  oxyd  or  salts  of  mercury  which 
are  formed  from  this  metal  in  such  a  situation.  Let  one  of  these  lumps 
of  cement  be  removed  after  it  has  been  placed  in  a  carious  tooth  a  few 
weeks,  or  in  most  cases  in  less  than  one  week,  and  it  will  be  found  that 
its  hidden  surface,  which  was  in  imperfect  contact  with  the  tooth,  will  be 
as  black  as  gunpowder — to  say  nothing  of  the  offensive  state  of  the 
tooth  itself.  But  in  addition  to  these  effects,  which  are  of  the  hast  con- 
sequence in  the  list,  there  follow  pain,  swelling,  gumboils,  ulceration,  in- 
flammation extending  to  adjacent  teeth,  swelling  of  the  glands  about  the 
tongue,  throat  and  neck,  neuralgia  about  the  jaws,  face  and  temples  ;  and 
where  several  large  fillings  are  placed  at  about  the  same  time  in  very  hol- 
low teeth,  even  salivation  is  produced  in  those  who  are  highly  susceptible 
to  the  influence  of  mcrcwri/.  All  these  are  effects  which  I  have  either  wit- 
nessed repeatedly,  or  of  which  I  have  obtained  accounts  from  the  most  re- 
spectable dentists  in  our  country.  I  am  even  now  called  from  writing,  to 
examine  a  case — the  effects  of  a  large  filling  of  "  lithodcon,"  in  which 
the  under  surface  of  the  tongue  is  constantly  irritated,  and  has  been  several 
times  ulcered  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  mercury.  And  I  have  a  collec- 
tion of  specimens — leeth  that  have  been  extracted,  charged  with  "  litho- 
deon  " — which  will  fully  illustrate  the  above  statement  ;  for  1  have  found 
it  requisite  to  extract  more  adult  teeth  in  the  course  of  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  on  account  of  the  mischievous  effects  of  mercurial  paste,  than 
for  any  one  other  cause,  sufficient  time  having  elapsed,  since  its  last  in- 
troduction here,  to  show,  not  only  the  immediate  bad  consequences,  but 
verv  many  of  the  remote. 

The  testimony  of  Dr.  E.  Parmley — a  gentleman  of  high  profes- 
sional reputation  in  the  city  of  New  York — should  have  much  weight  in 
relation  to  this  matter.  He  has  in  several  instances  expressed  his 
opinion  publicly  concerning  it.  His  language,  as  quoted  in  Maury's 
Dental  Surgery,  p.  152,  is  — 

'•  For  this  operation"  (the  filling  of  teeth)  "gold  is  the  only  substance 
known  that  can  be  permanently  relied  upon  ;  although  there  are  cases  in 
which  tin,  and  even  lead,  may  be  of  temporary  service  when  employed 
with  skill  and  judgment.  I  regard  cements,  fusible  metals,  amalgams,  suc- 
cedaneum,  and  all  other  substitutes  for  the  above-named  metals,  as  im- 
positions on  the  public,  never  having  seen  a   single  operation    in   which 
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these  substances  were  employed,  which  would  not  have  been  more  p^r-? 
nianent,  if  even  lead,  the  poorest  of  these  metals,  had  been  used  ;  be- 
cause it  is  less  subject  to  decomposition  and  oxydation,  to  say  nothin(f  of 
the  poisonous  qualities  of  the  mercury  which  most  of  the  others  contain. 
I  have  never  known  a  perfect  master  of  the  art  of  stoppiuij  teeth  either 
to  employ  or  recointnend  the  substances  which  I  l)ere  condemn  ;  and  I 
beheve  the  use  of  them  is  almost  wholly  confined  to  those  persons  who 
are  unacquainted  with  tliis  nice  and  difficult  art." 

This  mercurial  compound  is  still  in  use  in  our  city  and  the  country 
about  it,  I  will  not  say  by  dentists,  but  by  a  host  of  impostors,  "opera- 
tors on  teeth,"  whose  advertisements  fill  a  part  of  almost  every  newspa- 
per ;  some  of  whom  perhaps  are  even  ignorant  of  its  deleterious  effects,  but 
many  of  whom  know  well  its  qualities,  and  too  well  to  trust  it  in  their 
own  teeth.  It  is  an  article  which  can  be  applied  by  any  one  who  can 
sto|)  a  hollow  tooth  with  wax  or  putty,  and  if  it  could  be  retained  no 
longer  than  these,  its  evils  would  be  very  greatly  diminished. 

1  am  fully  aware  that  these  cements  or  amalgams  have  been  used 
in  some  cases  where  they  seem  to  be  of  service ;  but  here,  still,  is  decep- 
tion ;  for  in  all  such  that  have  come  under  my  observation  (and  these 
are  very  numerous),  it  can  be  demonstrated,  by  an  examination  of  them, 
that  great  mischief  is  going  on  beneath  such  fillings,  and  that  a  different 
and  belter  treatment  might  have  been  adopted.  J.  F.  Flagg. 

Boston,  Dec.  bth,  1643. 
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Br.  Gihsoii's  Introductory  Lecture. — The  Professor  of  the  Principles 
nnd  Practice  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl^^ania,  gave  an  in- 
troductory to  the  course  of  medical  instruction,  the  present  season,  which 
must  have  been  well  received  by  the  class,  judging  from  the  number  and 
respectability  of  the  committee  asking  a  copy  for  publication.  The  di<;- 
course  is  particularly  characterized  by  its  good  and  parental  advice  to  the 
students,  on  points  essential  to  their  health,  morals,  and  success  in  the  pur- 
suit of  professional  knowledge  in  a  great  city.  Dr.  G.  has  lectured  val- 
iantly in  this  discourse  on  the  value  of  temperance  in  eating — a  crying  sin 
of  the  land,  which  has  been  too  commonly  overlooked  by  those  guardians 
of  the  public  who  go  about  doing  good.  He  shows  very  clearly  that  going 
on  foot  is  preferable  to  riding  in  a  coach.  Even  horse-back  exercise  is  not 
to  be  compared  with  walking.  "Exercise  of  the  kind  (riding)  is  belter 
for  the  horse  than  the  master,"  he  says  ;  "  and  the  true  way  of  preserving 
health  is,  for  each  man  to  depend  chiefly  upon  his  own  bones,  muscles  and 
joints."  All  this  we  believe  is  philosophically  true;  yet  there  is  a  com- 
fort in  riding  which  very  few  have  the  power  to  resist — and  as  far  as  our 
observation  extends,  the  very  learned  lecturers  on  health,  who  descant  so 
eloquently  on   the  pleasures   of  travelling  on  foot,  invariably  ride  therU' 
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selves  when  thev  can,  which  is  presumed  to  be  the  case  with  Dr.  Gibson. 
It  is  so  much  easier  to  preach  than  to  practise,  that  ordinarily  people  are 
not  apt  to  follow  advice  which  is  not  enforced  by  practice.  If  Dr.  Gibson 
should  utterly  eschew  horses,  he  could  unquestionably  make  it  fashionable, 
to  some  extent,  to  transact  business  on  foot:  his  influence  in  society  would 
do  much  towards  the  general  observance  of  a  practice  which  he  has  en- 
joined upon  medical  students.  But  till  that  important  day  arrives,  they 
will  better  their  condition,  it  is  presumed,  by  purchasing  an  establishment 
whenever  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  general  tone  of  this  lecture  is  creditable  to  Dr.  Gibson,  and  shows 
his  solicitude  for  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  young  gentlemen  con- 
stituting the  University  Medical  Class.  As  a  surgeon  his  position  is  ele- 
vated, and  his  qualifications  unquestionable;  and  in  his  official  character 
of  a  public  instructer  in  the  department  of  surgery,  fewmen  are  his  equals 
in  this  country.  Wishing  the  institution  a  prosperous  season,  we  ask  all 
who  may  be  favored  with  an  opportunity,  to  read  Dr.  Gibson's  discourse. 


Remedy  for  Loss  of  Voice. — In  the  first  number  of  Dr.  Forry's  Journal, 
some  valuable  facts  are  collected  to  show  that  hoarseness,  and  even  the 
reduction  of  the  voice  to  a  mere  whisper,  may  be  wholly  cured — and  speedi- 
ly too.  Even  where  the  voice  is  broken  down,  in  the  technical  language 
of  singers,  by  over-exertion,  the  original  tone,  according  to  the  prospects 
held  out  in  the  article  referred  to,  may  be  quite  easily  restored.  The 
remedy  consists  in  simply  rubbing  two  or  three  drops  of  croton  oil  into 
the  skin  over  the  larynx,  twice  a  day,  till  pustules  make  their  appearance. 
It  should  be  applied  to  a  very  small  surface,  says  the  editor,  and  when  the 
pustules  "  have  once  made  their  appearance,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  apply 
the  oil  but  once,  daily,  or  on  every  second  day.  This  remedy  has  been 
successfully  used  in  cases  in  which  the  aphonia  had  resisted  all  other 
known  means."  "  It  has  been  supposed,'"  continues  Dr.  Forry,  "  though 
not  on  sufficient  evidence,  that  croton  oil,  in  curing  hoarseness  and  apho- 
nia, acts  not  only  as  a  counter-irritant,  but  through  some  specific  agency 
on  the  pneumogastric  nerves,  especially  the  laryngeal  branches."  This 
intelligence  will  be  of  considerable  utility  to  professional  vocalists,  and 
particularly  here  in  Boston,  where  music  is  both  cultivated  and  sustained 
in  the  most  liberal  manner. 


English  Arviy  and  Naval  Medical  Service. — Besides  having  had  a  most 
finished  hospital  education,  the  candidate  must  be  unmarried,  and  not  be- 
yond 26  years,  or  under  21  years  of  age,  to  be  commissioned  an  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  English  Army.  To  be  commissioned  in  the  Navy,  he  must 
have  gone  through  the  same  educational  process,  be  a  single  man,  and  not 
over  26  years  old.  He  cannot  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  surgeon  till  he 
has  served  three  years  as  assistant  surgeon,  and  one  year  in  a  ship  at  sea  ; 
and  lastly,  no  one  can  be  admitted  to  an  examination  for  a  surgeoncy,  un- 
less a  member  of  one  of  the  royal  colleges.  The  compensation  they  get 
seems  but  a  poor  encouragement  to  enter  the  service.  Promotions  are 
exceedingly  slow,  and  if  one  has  no  official  influential  friends,  he  may 
grow  gray  with  expectations. 
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A  New  Cathartic  Medicine. — An  apothecarj^  on  the  coast  of  Normandy 
has  added  a  new  article  to  pharmacy.  It  is  simple  seawater,  taken  some 
leagues  out  at  sea,  from  a  certain  depth,  which  is  filtered,  to  get  rid  of  all 
its  vegetable  and  animal  impurities,  and  then  charged  with  carbonic  acid, 
like  soda  water.  It  is  spoken  of  as  being  agreeable  to  the  taste,  and 
stronger  than  Seidlitz  water.     He  calls  it  eau  de  mer  sazeuse. 


Castleton  Medical  College. — The  Fall  session  of  Castlelon  Medical  Col- 
lege was  closed  on  Thursday,  the  2d  inst.  The  semi-annual  meeting  of 
the  Society  of  Alumni,  was  holden  at  the  College  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
Jonathan  A.  Allen,  M.D.,  was  elected  orator,  and  Horace  Eaton,  M.D., 
substitute;  George  B.  Armington  and  Simeon  A.  Cook,  M.D.,  were  ap- 
pointed to  present  Theses  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  in  course,  was  conferred  on  the  fol- 
lowing {rentlemen  : — Joseph  C.  Abbott,  Mass.  ;  Robert  Cartier.  Canada  ; 
Abialha^r  P.  Brooks,  N.  Y.  ;  Frank  H.  Cole,  N.  Y.  ;  Daniel  W.  Colver, 
N.  Y.;  Philip  K.  Edminster,  N.  H. ;  Lauriston  Gallup,  N.  Y.  ;  Henry 
C.  Gillis,  N.  H.;  Nathan  M.  Houghton,  N.  Y.  ;  Charles  B.  W.  Kidder, 
Vt. ;  Alexander  T.  Losee,  N.  Y.  ;  John  G.  Meacham-,  N.  Y.  ;■  Thomas 
G.  Meacham,  N  Y.  ;  David  S.  Martin,  N.  Y.  ;  Jonathan  H.  Madison, 
N.  Y.;  Bartholomew  G.  M'Cale,  N.  Y.  ;  Langdon  Sawver,  N.  H.  ;  Joel 
Shaw,  N.  Y.  ;  Charles  A.  Scott,  Vt.  ;  Ira  Strang,  N.  Y.';  Thomas  Shan- 
non, N.  Y.  ;  Oren  S.  Saunders,  N.  H.  ;  Norman  Towsley,  Vt. ;  Joshua 
F.  Whittle,  N.  H.  ;  Henry  S.  Buel,  Vt.  ;  Paul  Hubbard,  N.  Y.— 26. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  conferred  o'n  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  : — Wm.  Tebbits,  N.  Y.  ;  Alden  S.  Sprague,  N.  Y. ; 
James  Kenedy.  N.  Y . ;  and  Thomas  Chadbourne,  N.  H. 


Death  of  Dr.  Harlan. — We  unintentionally  omitted  to  copy  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner  of  October  2S. — Dr.  H.  was 
the  writer  of  several  valuable  communications  to  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

"  We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Dr.  Richard  Harlan,  late  of  this 
city,  who  died  recently  of  apoplexy  at  New  Orleans,  whither  he  had  lately 
removed.  As  a  man  of  genuine  science,  few  in  the  profession,  in  our 
country,  could  compare  with  Dr.  H.  As  a  naturalist  he  ranked  deserv- 
edly high  both  at  home  and  abroad.  A  resident  of  Paris  at  the  time  his 
valuable  collection  of  comparative  anatomy  was  destroyed  in  this  country, 
duplicates  of  many  of  the  finest  specimens  at  the  Jardin  des  Plantes  were 
immediately  presented  to  him.  Dr.  Harlan  was  one  of  the  earliest  contribu- 
tors to  this  Journal  ;  a  number  of  valuable  communications  were  furnished 
by  him  during  his  residence  abroad." 


Interesting  Experivient. — The  Courrier  Francais  states,  that  a  most 
curious  experiment  has  been  lately  made  in  the  hospital  of  the  Salpetriere 
at  Pans  with  a  machine  invented  by  Dr.  Payerne,  called  the  purilier,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  purify  the  air,  without  renewing  it,  in  hospitals,  pri- 
sons, mines,  diving  bells,  and,  in  general,  in  all  places  where  the  air  has 
been  vitiated.  This  experiment,  which  excited  the  greatest  interest  from 
the  important  results  to  be  derived  from  its  success,  was  witnessed  by 
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deputies  from  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  the  Administration  of  Hospitals, 
and  by  several  distinguished  chemists  and  physicians.  Dr.  Payerne  en- 
tirely succeeded  in  what  he  proposed,  viz.,  to  purify  the  air  completely  in 
an  enclosed  space  without  communication  with  the  external  air.  The  ther- 
mometer, at  the  same  time,  descended  several  degrees.  Dr.  Payerne  pro- 
poses, in  a  few  days,  to  make  an  experiment  with  his  machine  on  a  div- 
ing bell  in  the  Seine,  by  which  the  divers  may  remain  an  indefinite  time 
under  water  without  communication  with  the  atmospheric  air. — London 
Medical  Gazette. 


The  Physiology  of  Inflammation  and  the  Healing  Process,  by  Benja- 
min Travers,  F.R.S.,  Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  the  Queen,  &;c.,  has 
been  lately  published  in  London  ;  also  a  new  edition  of  Lawrence  on  the 
Eye. 

To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Flint's  Report  of  Cases  at  the  Erie  County  Alms- 
house, and  Dr.  Leonard's  Remarks  on  Bloodletting,  have  been  received. — We 
must  decline  the  insertion  of  T.  B.  C.'s  remarks  respecting  alleged  alterations 
and  omissions  in  his  last  article  on  Phreno-Magnetism.  By  reference  to  his 
manuscript,  wiiich  we  return,  he  will  see  tliat  there  is  no  ground  for  complaint  in  a 
single  instance.  He  probably  sent  the  first  sketch  of  his  communication  instead 
of  a  revised  copy  of  it. 

MiRRtrD,- — Dr.  Joseph  Palmer,  of  Boston,  to  Mrs.  Gragg,  of  Roxbury. — At 
Sandwich,  i)dass.,  Dr.  James  Ayer,  to  Miss  IMartha  Bourne. —  Dr.  Rufns  L.  Hinck- 
ley, of  East  Boston,  tn  Miss  E.  A.  Fulmer.— Samuel  A.  VVhitaker,  M.D.,  of  Phoe- 
nixville,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Robeno. 

Died, — In  Plainfield,  Vt.,  of  consumption.  Dr.  Amherst  Simmons,  aged  Q9,. — 
At  New  York,  Dr.  Daniel  Berkley,  86,  formerly  of  Norwich,  Conn. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  9,  48. — Males,  23 — Females,  25.    Stillbprr,  4. 

Of  consiiMiplion,  4— infiintile,  6— niarusinus,  3 — debility,  2— old  age,  4— fits,  4 — drowned,  1 — 
typhus  fever,  6— canker  rash,  1 — croup,  2— cholera  iiiliinium,  2— apoplexy,  1 — lung  fever,  3— inllam- 
mation  of  the  lungs,  3 — disease  of  tlie  kidney,  1 — dropsy,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  1 — scarlet  fever, 
i — inflammntion  of  the  brain,  1— unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  23— between  5  and  20  vears,  4 — between  20  and  60  years,  13 — OTerCO  years,  8. 
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Ktpt  at  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester,  Mass.  Lat.  42°  15'  49".  Elevation  483//- 
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This  ha.s  been  a  pleasant  month  for  November — the  vreather  cold,  but  favorable  for  the  season. 
Snow  has  fallen  on  six  day.s  and  rain  on  eight  days.  The  Barometer  \vm  ranged  from  28.93  to  29.88, 
Thermometer  from  17  to  06.    Rain  fallen,  3.63  inches, 
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Some  Account  of  an  Hysterical  Affection  of  the  Vocal  Apparatus,  with 
several  Cases.  By  Oscar  Clayton,  Esq. — Seventeen  cases  have  occurred 
to  Mr.  Clayton,  in  two  groups  ;  the  first  commencing-  in  February  1841, 
and  the  second  in  October  1842.  The  subjects  of  them  (children  in  a 
charitable  institution)  were  attacked  "  with  a  short  and  almost  constant 
hacking  cough,  with  much  pain  and  distress  in  breathing,  but  no  expecto- 
ration ;  quick  pulse,  hot  skin,  white  tongue,  and  costive  bowels.  After 
two  or  three  weeks,  during  which  time  these  symptoms  withstood  all  the 
remedies  applied,  the  cough  changed  to  sounds  varying  in  the  different 
patients;  in  some,  resembling  the  double  action  of  a  large  saw;  in  two, 
a  shrill  screaming  expiration,  following  a  quick  catching  inspiratory  effort, 
much  resembling  the  cry  of  a  peacock;  in  another,  the  sound  was  such  as 
is  produced  by  blowing  into  a  small  metallic  tube.  In  fact,  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  the  dissonance  and  constancy  of  these  sounds." 

Blisters,  sinapisms,  and  a  variety  of  other  remedies,  were  tried  without 
effect.  At  last  Mr.  Clayton  resolved  on  imitating  Boerhaave's  plan  at 
Haarlem.  He  had  the  children  assembled,  and  gave  them  to  know  that 
he  would  apply  a  red-hot  iron  to  the  throat  of  every  one  who  was  not 
quite  well  by  next  morning!  All,  except  two,  ran  away  to  their  homes  ; 
but  returned  on  the  following  day  quite  well.  The  two  who  remained 
continued  to  make  the  same  noise  as  before,  and  were  soon  joined  again  by 
their  companions.  All  other  means  having  failed,  a  spatula  was  dipped  in 
boiling  water  and  applied  to  the  throat.  With  most  this  succeeded  ;  but 
in  two  the  symptoms  continued,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  them 
home,  where  they  soon  recovered. — Lon.  Med.  Gaz. 


Atrophy  of  the  Heart  in  Phthisis — Dr.  Stokes  said  the  specimens  which 
he  wished  to  present  to  the  Society  at  that  meeting  were  possessed  of  con- 
siderable interest.  They  were  from  the  body  of  a  man  who  had  died  of 
phthisis  at  a  very  advanced  age.  The  heart  presented  an  appearance 
which  he  believed  had  be^n  remarked  previously  bv  only  King,  of  Lon- 
don, and  R.  Adams  and  R.  W.  Smith,  of  Dublin.  In  the  present  case 
there  was  atrophy,  to  an  extreme  degree,  of  the  heart,  a  condition  already 
remarked  as  occurring  in  chronic  phthisis,  the  heart  observing  the  law  of 
the  atrophy  of  voluntary  muscles,  but  what  he  particularly  desired  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Society  to,  was  the  atrophied  state  of  the  aortic  valves 
in  this  specimen  ;  they  were  very  thin,  and  in  some  places  cribriform.  The 
filaments  corresponding  to  the  perforations  were  as  delicate  as  a  spider's 
thread.  The  tongue  of  this  patient  was  very  red,  smooth  and  dry,  but 
there  was  no  inflammation  of  the  stomach.  This  appearance  of  the  tongue, 
usually  designated  the  beefsteak  tongue,  has  been  also  observed  in  fevers 
where  there  was  no  coexistent  gastric  affection  ;  it  is  therefore  not  to  be 
viewed  always  as  a  proof  of  gastric  disease.  The  cavern  in  the  lung  was 
very  large,  and  contained  but  little  fluid  ;  as  it  became  dry  the  metallic 
sounds  became  audible  ;  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  while  there 
was  fluid,  there  was  gurgling,  and  the  sounds  could  be  modified  by  change 
of  position.  When  the  cavern  had  become  dry,  the  expectoration  ceased, 
but  a  little  before  death  it  was  restored,  and  this  was  explained  by  finding- 
in  the  opposite  lung  two  small  recently  formed  cavities.  One  hydatid 
was  found  in  the  kidney. — Ditblin  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 


The  Water  Cure,  as  practised  by  Priessnitz,  is  just  published  in  London, 
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CASES    TREATED   AT   THE    ERIE    COUNTY   ALMSHOUSE. 

Statistical  Report  of  Cases  treated  at  the  Erie  County  Almshouse,  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  during  the  Year  commencing  October  \st,  1842,  and  ejid- 
ing  September  20^,  1843.  By  Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  Attending  Phy 
sician. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — 1  send  you  some  account  of  the  medical  statistics  of  the  Ahus- 
house  of  this  County,  together  with  a  few  brief  annotations,  under  the 
impression  that  their  publication  may  possess  some  interest  for  some  of 
the  readers  of  your  Journal.  The  past  year  is  the  first  in  which  any 
pains  have  been  taken  to  preserve  the  data  required  for  statistical  analysis, 
and  the  plan  pursued  I  find,  upon  re-examination,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  has  not  been  so  complete,  and  in  all  respects  so  accurate  and  pre- 
cise, as  I  could  wish.  Should  I  continue  my  connection  with  the  insti- 
tution, it  is  my  design  to  bestow  hereafter  more  attention  and  care  upon 
this  subject,  with  a  view  to  rendering  the  statistical  information  which 
may  therefrom  be  derived  more  extended  and  satisfactory.  I  am  not 
aware  whether  or  not  it  be  the  custom  generally  with  the  medical  ofliceis 
attached  to  such  institutions,  of  a  minor  size,  to  preserve  copious  and 
methodical  records  of  cases.  If  it  be,  their  publication  has  seldom  fallen 
under  my  observation.  That  a  brief  summary  of  such  facts  in  different 
localities  would  be  both  interesting  and  useful,  cannot  be  doubted.  I 
venture  to  hope  that  the  present  very  imperfect  endeavor  may  suggest  to 
others  similarly  situated  and  better  capable  of  improving  the  opportunity, 
the  propriety  of  furnishing  for  mutual  information  the  results  of  their 
ahiishouse  observations  and  experience. 

The  Almshouse  of  this  County  receives  all  the  paupers  of  this  city 
and  the  several  towns  of  the  county  who  are  able  to  be  removed,  except- 
ing a  few,  who,  in  consideration  of  peculiar  circumstances,  are  maintain- 
ed as  out-paupers,  partially  or  entirely.  Like  other  similar  institutions, 
the  majority  of  its  inmates  are  the  broken-down  and  diseased  victims  of 
intemperance  and  licentiousness.  Many,  however,  in  this  locality,  are 
forced  to  seek  refuge  there  from  the  effects  of  protracted  intermittents. 
Tliese  are  not  necessarily  of  the  abandoned  class  just  referred  to.  Hav- 
ing no  House  of  Correction  or  Workhouse  in  this  county,  criminal  ofFend- 
20 
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ers,  especially  prostitutes  and  vagrants,  are  frecjuently  committed  to  the 
Almshouse.  This  disgraceful  custom  will,  1  trust,  by  the  time  this  com- 
munication is  in  print,  be  repudiated  for  the  future  by  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, who  will  be  in  session  in  a  few  days.  The  whole  number  of 
persons  committed  to  the  Almshouse  for  pauperism,  vagrancy,  he,  for 
the  past  year,  together  with  those  of  the  commitments  of  the  year  pre- 
vious remaining  on  hand  October,  1842,  is  546.  The  population  of  the 
city  of  Buffalo,  is  20,000 ;  of  the  towns  of  the  county  collectively, 
about  40,000.  Owing  to  the  location  of  this  place,  a  great  proportion 
are  strangers  and  foreigners.  The  average  number  of  inmates  from  Oc- 
tober to  April,  was  145.     From  April  to  the  present  time,  110. 

Much  embarrassment  and  some  serious  evils  have  resulted  from  inade- 
quate accommodations,  es[)ecially  for  the  sick.  This  difficulty  and  dis- 
grace, also,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  removed  ere  long  by  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  building  for  hospital  purposes. 

The  data  upon  which  the  following  summary  is  founded,  are  contained 
in  a  Register  in  which  were  entered  the  name  of  each  person  brought  to 
the  house  sick,  or  taken  sick  in  the  house,  the  disease,  habits,  date  of 
registration,  and  discharge  or  death,  with  occasional  brief  remarks.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  all  the  prescriptions  were  registered  daily,  and  the  details  of 
some  cases  of  peculiar  interest  recorded  in  a  case-book.  This  duty  was 
j)erformed  mostly  by  a  resident  pupil. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  thus  registered,  is  305.  Of  these,  23 
were  children  under  10  years  of  age.  Of  the  remaining  282,  the  num- 
ber of  those  confessedly  or  positively  known  to  be  of  intemperate  habits,  is 
200.  The  number  presumed  to  be  temperate,  is  55.  The  number 
recorded  '"  doubtful,"  28.  The  number  of  females,  is  106.  Number 
of  males,  199. 

I.itermittent  Fever. — The  whole  number  of  cases,  excluding  several 
in  which  other  or  consequent  diseases  had  become  more  prominent,  is  63. 
Of  these,  the  period  of  discharge,  owing  to  absence  of  all  record,  their 
absconding,  or  leaving  the  house  before  being  cured  of  the  disease,  is  de- 
ficient in  11  cases.  Of  the  remaining  .52  cases,  the  aggregate  number 
of  days  during  which,  collectively,  they  remained  on  the  register,  amounts 
to  1146.  The  mean  period,  individually,  will  be  22  days.  The  longest 
period  in  any  of  the  cases,  is  8.5  days.  The  shortest  is  5  days.  The  ave- 
ratie  duration  is  nnich  greater  than  would  be  expected  in  patients  of  a 
different  class  and  under  different  circumstances.  In  this  respect  the  con- 
trast with  the  analysis  of  33  cases  among  the  soldiers  at  the  military  sta- 
tion in  this  place,  which  was  communicated  by  the  author  for  the  Anieri- 
can  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  Nov.  1841,  is  very  striking.  The  ave- 
rage period  in  the  latter  was  only  5J  days.  This  difference  goes  to  es- 
tablish an  important  fact  in  the  history  of  this  disease,  which  was  present- 
ed in  the  article  alluded  to,  viz.,  that  its  continuance  is  favorable  to  its 
obstinate  persistence.  In  the  cases  of  the  soldiers,  the  remedy  was  ap- 
plied invariably  on  the  onset  of  the  disease;  in  the  patients  at  the  Alms- 
house, the  disease  had  been  in  every  instance  ol  protracted  standing. 
Much  is  also  attributable  to  the  character  of  the  Almshouse  patients,  as  re- 
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gards  want,  exposure,  iiitemperaiK-.e  mid  recklessness,  and  t!ie  eiTects 
thereby  exesred  upon  the  powers  of  the  coiistiiutioii.  it  is,  also,  to  be  re- 
marked that  there  did  not  exist  the  same  motives  to  discharge  iVom  the  sick 
register  in  tlie  one  case  as  in  the  other  ;  and,  hence,  they  were  genei'ally 
retained  for  some  time  after  the  paroxysms  had  ceased.  Fmally,a  dei'rt-e 
of  importance  is  to  be  attached,  in  view  of  this  comparison,  to  the  dif- 
ference of  treatment.  This  was  nol  the  same  in  all  of  the  cases.  In  the 
larger  number,  probably  nearly  iwo  ihitdsof  ihem  all,  the  remedy  prescrib- 
ed was  the  '•  precipitated  extract  of  Ijark,"  prepared  by  Caipenter,  of 
Philadel|)hia,  a  preparation  wliich  professes  to  embi-ace  both  qtiinia  and  the 
other  organic  alkalies  of  the  Peruvian  bark.  1  have  found,  after  much  ex- 
perience, this  preparation  to  j)0ssess  equal  efficacy  as  the  quinia,and  much 
advantage  on  the  score  of  economy.  It  was  not  administered  in  lar<'e 
doses.  Generally  about  four  grains,  repeated  morning,  noon  and  evening 
until  the  paroxysms  ceased,  and  then  continued  twice  or  once  daily'  for  an 
Indefinite  periotl.  These  facts  I  state  from  recollection,  not  having  kept  de- 
tails of  the  individual  cases.  In  nearly  one  third  of  the  cases  tlie  disease 
was  treated  with  Fowler's  solution,  comniencing  with  eiirht  drops  three  times 
daily,  and  increasing  one  drop  at  eveiy  dose  until  iweniy-five  or  tinitv 
drops  were  taken,  unless  the  paroxysms  were  previously  interrupted.  I 
have  never  observed  any  injurious  consequences  follow  its  administration 
in  this  mode,  and  its  efficacy  in  removing  the  disease  has,  generallv,  been 
satisfactory.  In  a  few  cases  the  ferro-cyanuret  of  iron  was  employed, 
commencing  with  ten  grains,  and  increasing  to  twenty,  three  times  daily, 
c-onjoined  with  some  aromatic  stimulant,  as  ginger  or  cinnamon,  i  have 
used  this  article  in  dispensary  and  gratuitous  practice  in  numerous  instan- 
ces, and  have  found  it  to  succeed  promptly  in  many  cases,  but,  bv  no 
means,  entitled  to  the  reliance  due  to  quinia  or  arsenic. 

Recently  I  have  made  trial  ol  a  measure,  for  the  suggestion  of  which  I 
am  indebted  to  my  friend.  Dr.  Reid,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  This  is  the 
application  of  a  mustard  sinapism  to  the  spine  at  the  commencement  of 
the  cold  stage.  I  have  found  this,  in  several  instances,  to  shorten  tlie 
cold  stage,  and  apparently  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  the  succeeding 
stages.  Occasionally  its  effects  were  remarkable  for  so  simple  a  remedy 
The  following  case  is  the  most  striking  which  has  fallen  under  observation, 
the  details  of  which  were  preserved  in  my  case-hook. 

Case  of  (Quotidian  Intermittent  of  long  standing,  treated  solely  In; 
Sinapisms  to  the  Spine. — Michael  Donnahugh,  Irishman,  aged  26,  of  in- 
temperate habits,  occupation  laborer.  Has  had  the  disease  most  of  the 
time  since  October,  1842.  Entered  here  April  6,  1843.  Had  taken 
various  remedies  before  his  entrance,  but  never  obtained  any  permanent 
benefit.  A  sinapism  of  mustard  was  applied  over  the  entire  length  of  the 
spinal  column  at  the  commencement  of  the  cold  stage,  without  any  pre- 
vious or  accompanying  internal  remedies  whatever.  The  immediate 
effect  of  this  application  was  to  mitigate  the  lumbar  pain,  and  to  shorten 
the  cold  stage  by  one  half  its  usual  duration.  After  the  application,  the 
paroxysms,  which,  previously,  were  quotidian,  were  suspended  for  a  weelv. 
On  their  recurrence  he  was  treated  in    the  same  manner,  and  had  no  re- 
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currence  iiniil  July  Ttli,  wlicn  lie  liad  another  paroxysm  succeeding  im- 
prudent exposure.  July  9th,  another  ;  same  application,  with  same  re- 
sult.    Sliorily  alter  this  date  he  left  tlie  house. 

In  connection  with  this  suhject,  I  should  remark  that  this  remedy  was 
applied  in  some  other  cases  without  producing;  any  apparent  good  results. 
As,  however,  the  application  is  so  simple,  and  not  productive  of  any  in- 
jurious consequences  under  any  circumstances,  if  may  be  recommended 
as  worthy  of  trial  in  all  cases  of  this  distrcssini^  disease. 

Remittent  fever — number  of  cases,  2  ;  one  infantile. 

Amaurosis,  from  exposure  to  cold  by  sleepinir  at  night  in  the  open  air, 
1.  Left  the  House  after  21  days,  relieved  by  the  use  of  blisters  and  the 
deuto-ioduret.  hydrarij;.      Patient  25  years  of  age. 

Ascites,  2.  Both  were  connected  and  probably  resulting  from  pro- 
tracted intermittent.      Absconded  while  under  treatment. 

General  dropsy,  3.  The  particulars  of  one  of  these  cases  appear  to 
nie  worthy  of  remark,  and  were  preserved  in  the  case-book. 

Case  of  General  Dropsy,  relieved  by  the  use  of  Diuretics  and  Hy- 
dra2oo-uRs. — Jesse  Brown,  aged  58  ;  occupation,  weaver.  Says  he  is 
moderately  intemperate.  States  that  three  of  his  sisters  and  his  mother 
were  dropsical.  Two  sisters  have  died  with  this  disease.  Entered  Au- 
gust 22d,  Disease  had  been  coming  on  for  six  months,  and  for  four 
weeks  has  increased  rapidly.  Abdomen  is  now  greatly  distended.  Hydro- 
thorax  evidently  exists  ;  also  hydrocele,  and  cellular  membrane  of  scro- 
tum enormously  distended.  CEdema  of  feet,  legs  and  thighs.  For  four 
davs  and  nights  previous  to  his  entrance,  and  three  subsequent,  he  was 
unable  to  lie  in  tlie  recumbent  posture  a  moment,  from  the  sense  of  suffo- 
cation and  violent  paiiiitation  which  it  occasioned.  Sat  in  his  chair  con- 
stantly during  this  period.  In  the  last  two  days  the  integuments  of  legs 
and  feet  becanie  very  red,  assuming  the  appearance  of  erysipelas,  and  on 
the  feet  large  portions  of  the  cuticle  became  detached  and  distended  with 
serum.  Urine  not  coagulable  by  heat  or  nitric  acid.  The  treatment  pur- 
sued was  as  follows :— Nit.  potash,  sup.  tart,  potash,  aa  gr.  x.;  p.  gum 
Arabic,  p.  sacch.  alba,aa  9J.,  every  three  hours,  administered  in  decoc- 
tion of  barley.  P.  gamboge,  gr.  j. ;  p.  jalap,  gr.  iv,  every  three 
hours.  Also,  massa  hydrarg.  gr.  iij.;  fol.  digitalis,  gr.  j.  increasing  to  iij., 
three  times  daily.  The  above  remedies  were  associated,  but  given  at 
distinct  periods. 

In  five  days  the  dropsy  was  so  much  relieved  that  he  was  able  to 
lie  constantly,  and  with  his  head  low.  Sept.  6th,  he  was  apparently 
free  from  any  dropsical  effusion  ;  appetite  good  ;  and  no  farther  treatment 
has  been  jmrsued  up  to  this  date,  the  20th. 

The  above  prescriptions  occasioned  a  very  great  discharge  of  urine, 
and  very  copious  liquid  dejections.  The  mouth  also  became  slightly  affect- 
ed. 1  regretted  much  not  having  measured  the  abdomen  accurately  on 
his  entrance.  His  waistbands,  however,  which  were  so  tight  at  that  time 
that  the  compression  could  not  be  borne,  were  found  to  overlap  six  inches 
on  his  recovery. 

Ulcers,  8.     They  were  generally  located  on  the  leg,  and  of  that  class 
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so  common  in  such  institutions.  The  treatment,  in  general,  has  been,  at 
first,  emolHent  and  soothing  pnuhices  to  reheve  the  irritability  and  pain 
which  are  generally  present  on  their  entrance.  Afterwards  stimuhtnts 
and  escharotics  of  various  kinds,  but  commonly  nit.  of  silver  or  sulphate  oi' 
copper,  together  with  compression,  were  made  use  of,  according  to  the 
circumstances  peculiar  to  each  case. 

In  this  connection  i  would  state,  that  for  the  past  four  years  and  a 
half,  during  whicli  time  1  iiave  been  Attending  Physician  to  the  House, 
not  an  amputation  has  been  performed  ;  nor  have  there  been  but  two 
cases  in  which,  taking  into  view  the  issue  of  the  cases,  the  propriety  of 
amputation  admits  of  any  doubt.  One  of  these  excepted  cases  was  one 
of  burn,  in  which,  if  an  operation  had  been  performed,  it  would  have 
been  amputation  at  the  shoulder-joint.  The  other  was  the  case  of  an  in- 
dividual so  reduced  on  his  entrance  that  the  operation  (amputation  below 
the  knee)  was  not  deemed  proj)er,  for  fear  the  patient  would  die  on  the 
table.  In  botli  cases  the  propriety  of  not  operating  was  deteimined  after 
consultations  with  one  or  more  of  my  professional  brethren. 

Cutaneous  diseases,  7. 

Immediate  effects  of  intemperance,  'iL 

Gonorrhoea,  6. 

Dysentery,  5. 

Diarrhoea,  56.  Forty-one  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  2  of  dysentery  oc- 
curred between  the  15lh  of  January  and  the  17th  of  April.  The  dis- 
ease was  characterized  by  absence  of  pain  and  great  prostration.  It  af- 
fected more  especially  the  aged,  and  proved  fatal  in  three  persons,  allof 
advanced  years.  It  was  manifestly  of  an  epidemic  or  endemic  charac- 
ter, and  I  know  of  no  cause  to  which  to  attribute  it,  but  to  the  poison  of 
animal  exhalations.  Owing  to  the  disproportion  between  the  number  of 
inmates  and  the  accommodations,  the  rooms  were  excessively  crowded. 
The  wards  are  all  heated  by  close  stoves,  the  ceilings  are  low,  and  no 
means  of  ventilation  excepting  by  the  doors  and  vi'inclows.  As  is  pro- 
verbial among  this  class,  all  avenues  of  fresh  air  are  pertinaciously  kept 
closed,  excepting  when  they  are  under  the  immediate  observation  of  the 
officers  of  the  House.  In  addition  to  this,  the  winter  was  unusually  cold, 
so  that  the  inmates  were  nnore  constantly  in  their  rooms.  In  1841-2 
typhus  fever  was  generated,  as  was  then  supposed,  by  the  same  circum- 
stances, the  cases  of  which  were  reported  in  this  Journal.  Tiie  ordinary 
measures  of  treatment  for  the  diarrhoea,  such  as  counter-irritation  and 
opium,  with  vegetable  astringents,  were  of  little  efficacy.  Stimulant*  and 
quinia  were  found  most  efficacious,  in  conjunction  with  opium. 

Otitis,  1. 

Chronic  rheumatism,  5. 

Syphilis — primary  cases,  17  ;  secondary,  3.  In  one  of  the  latter  cases 
the  form  of  affection  on  entrance  was  ulceration  over  the  tibia,  with  ex- 
foliations of  bone,  one  of  which  weighed  131  grains  when  perfectly  dried. 
Entire  recovery  took  place,  but  the  patient  afterwards  had  ulceration  of 
the  skin,  superficial,  appearing  in  an  annular  form,  enclosing  in  the  centre 
sound  integument,  but  gradually  extending  in  an  outward  and  inward  di- 
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rection,  uiull  a  hiiij;*-  rircnlar  ulcer  was  produced.     He  had  several  simu 
laneously.      He  is  still  uiidtT  treatment.     Poultices  were  found  to  aggr 
vale  the  (hsease.     The  hest  apphcations  have  been  solution  nit.  argent\ 
and  (h'v  dressing.      He  is  rapidly  improving  under  this  treatment,  without 
any  internal  remedies.      Ht-  has  taken  the  conjp.  decoct,  sarsaparilla. 

In  the  other  instances,  the  disease  in  one  case  affected  the  fibrous  tis- 
sues about  the  joints,  and  has  been  very  obstinate.  Mercurial  fumiga- 
tions have  been  of  considerable  utility.  In  the  other  case,  arthritis  of 
the  knee-joint,  with  characteristic  tubercles,  have  been  the  form  of  disease. 
This  is  a  case  still  under  treatment.  Fumigations  of  mercurial  vapor  are 
now  being  employed. 

Decrepitude  and  general  exhaustion,  2. 

Ophthalmia,  9. 

Coproslasis,  5. 

Excoriation,  1. 

Pleuritis,  2. 

Deliiium  tremens,  4.  Two  of  these  cases  were  fatal.  One  superven- 
ed upon  severe  strangury  after  entrance.  The  other  supervened  upon 
ulceration  on  leg,  also  after  entrance.  In  treating  this  disease,  generally, 
the  distinction  indicated  by  several  writers  has  been  observed,  viz.,  its 
complication  with  gastritis.  The  opiate  plan  of  treatment  has  been  fol- 
lowed, conjoined  with  local  depletion  and  counter-irritation  when  this 
complication  exists. 

Contusion,  3. 

Burn,  2.  In  one  the  destruction  of  integument  and  ulceration  extend- 
ed over  more  than  three  fourths  of  the  foot,  especially  over  the  external 
malleolus,  exposing  the  tendons,  &c.  The  phalanges  of  the  litde  toe  and 
the  entire  metatarsal  bone  separated.  Yeast  poultices  were  continued  for 
two  or  three  months  constantly,  and  were  the  only  applications  made. 
The  patient  is  now  nearly  well. 

Slight  indisposition,  4. 

Obstetrics,  9.     Two  of  these  were  cases  of  abortion. 

Ulcus  corner,  1. 

Pleuro-pneumonia,  1. 

Phthisis,  3. 

Amenonhoea,  3. 

Menorrhagia,  I. 

Frozen  feet,  1.  Separation  of  the  phalanges  of  the  great  toe  took 
place.     Patient  recovered  in  72  days. 

Common  catarrh,  5. 

Icterus,  5. 

Spinal  irritation,  5. 

Worms,  4. 

Hemiplegia,  1. 

Melancholia,  1. 

Erysipelas,  1.  Patient  had  disease  of  heart — a  connection  which  I 
have  before  had  occasion  to  observe. 

Epileptic  convulsions,  4.     All  confirmed,  of  long  standing. 
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Mammary  abscess,  1. 

Cephalalgia,  3.  * 

Scrofula,  1. 

Cynanche  tonsillaris,  1. 

Disease  of  heart,  organic,  3. 

Bronchitis,  2. 

Fracture,  3.     One  of  thigh,  one  of  radius,  one  of  rib. 

Influenza,  17.  These  cases  occurred  between  the  25th  of  June  and 
the  6th  of  July,  during  which  period  the  disease  prevailed  extensively  in 
this  locality. 

Hemorrhoids,  2. 

Lupus,  1.  This  case,  after  resisting  several  applications  of  creosote, 
nit  arg.,  &c.,  was  cured  under  the  internal  use  of  the  sol.  arseniale  of 
DOtash. 

Colica,  1. 

Myelitis,  1. 

Ulcer  of  stomach,  1. 

Typhoid  fever,  1. 

Marasmus,  1. 

Hysteria,  1. 

Dysuria,  1. 

Feigned  disease,  2. 

Pericarditis,  with  effusion,  1. 

Of  the  deaths,  the  number  recorded  is  27.     The  diseases  are  as  follows. 

Miscarriage  and  intermittent  fever  a  few  hours  after  entrance — one  case. 

Chronic  dysentery  of  long  standing — one  case. 

Diarrhoea,  day  after  entrance — one  case. 

Excessive  intemperance,  and  gangrenous  ulcer  on  leg  and  penis — 
one  case. 

Disease  of  spinal  marrow  or  meninges  (registered  myelitis) — one  case. 

Pericarditis,  with  large  accumulation  in  pericardium,  compressing  the 
lung  of  left  side  into  small  solid  substance — one  case,  (An  examination 
was  had  of  this  case  during  my  absence,  and  the  particulars  were  not  fully 
recorded.) 

Protracted  irritation — two  cases. 

Typhoid  fever — one  case. 

Delirium  tremens — three  cases. 

Organic  disease  of  heart — three  cases.  Ages  as  follows: — one,  70; 
one,  79  ;  the  other  much  advanced,  but  precise  age  not  known. 

Epidemic  diarrhoea — three  cases.  The  subjects  were  all  aged,  with 
constitutions  broken  down. 

Phthisis — three  cases. 

Ulceration  of  stomach — one  case. 

Decrepitude,  age  92 — one  case. 

Exhaustion,  age  50 — one  case. 

Scrofula,  suddenly — one  case. 
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Diarrhoea,  accompanying  dentition,  or  "siinimer  complaint"  as  it  is 
here  called — two  cases.     The  subjects  were  twins,  aged  1 1  months. 

Hemiplegia — one  case.  In  tliis  case  the  patient  was  about  35  years 
of  aue.  and  was  gradually  recovering  from  ulcer  of  the  leg  when  seized. 
Copious  depletion  was  employed,  and  a  considerable  improvement  took 
place  duiing  the  five  weeks  subsequent  to  his  attack.  He  had  recovered 
a  partial  control  over  the  paralyzed  muscles  ;  but  his  general  aspect  was 
bad.  He  was  much  prostrated,  and  the  muscles  of  the  face  had  that  ab- 
sence of  tonic  contractility*  which  led  to  the  suspicion  that  some  or- 
ganic lesion  of  the  brain  existed.  Suddenlv  he  failed,  gradually  became 
comatose,  and  died  about  two  months  after  entrance,  and  six  weeks  after 
ihe  hemiplegic  attack. 

Brain  only  was  examined.  Nothing  unusual  in  the  appearance  of  the 
dura  n)ater  ;  arachnoid  universally  thickened  ;  pia  mater,  vessels  conside- 
rably injected.  The  cortical  substance  ai)peared  generally  slightly  soft- 
ened (examination  twenty-four  hours  after  death),  which,  however,  was 
more  distinctly  the  case  upon  the  antero-lateral  surface  of  the  left  hemis- 
phere. The  right  side  was  paralyzed.  At  one  point,  for  the  space  of  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar,  the  softening  was  nearly  of  the  fluidity  of  pus.  Ven- 
tricles did  not  contain  an  unusual  quanity  of  serum.  The  basilar  artery 
and  circle  of  Willis  presented  portions  of  a  cartilaginous  firmness.  So, 
also,  in  sections  of  the  medullary  portions,  small  arterial  branches  appeared 
to  have  an  unusual  firmness.  After  a  section,  small  prolongations  of  the 
vessels  protruded  beyond  the  cut  surfaces.  I  was  led  to  notice  these  facts 
more  particularly  from  the  coincidence  of  extravasation  and  softening  with 
ossification  of  the  cerebral  arteries  in  another  case. 

The  infrequency  of  po.9^-mo?'^em  dissections  during  the  ])ast  year  re- 
quires some  apology.  From  the  contracted  or  malevolent  views  of  a 
former  keeper  of  the  House,  the  subject  of  examinations  after  death  has 
unfortunately  become  the  occasion  of  much  excitement,  within,  and  to 
some  extent  without  the  institution.  In  addition  to  this,  owing  to  the 
limited  accommodations,  the  bodies  of  the  dead  are  obliged  to  remain  in 
the  ward  until  burial,  unless  removed  for  the  express  purpose  of  dissec- 
tion to  a  small  office  used  as  a  dispensary,  which  is  much  exposed  to  ob- 
servation. These  circumstances  have  induced  me  to  forbear  this  part  of 
my  duty,  under  the  hope  that  better  arrangements,  and  a  more  enlighten- 
ed public  opinion  on  the  subject,  will  soon  render  its  fulfilment  more  prac- 
ticable and  agreeable. 

Buffalo,  :Sept.  28th,  1843. 

*  The  circumstance  Italicizxii  in  the  preceding  siccount  or  tliis  case,  particularly  excited  my  atten- 
tion. I  am  not  aware  of  ever  having  seen  it  distinctly  noticed  hy  medical  writers,  but  I  imaeine  a 
&yn)ptom,  which  may  sometimes  be  of  importance  in  dias:no^iis,  may  be  derived  from  the  muscles  of 
the  face.  The  appearance  seems  to  consist  in  the  absence  of  that  loiiic-ity  v.Iiich  gives  to  the  face 
its  charcieiistic  expression.  We  can  readily  understand  why  this  shonhl  occur.  The  liicial  musclcM 
sustain  peculiar  relations  to  the  brain,  through  which  they  symjiathize  in  a  peculiar  manner  with  the 
mental  emotions,  and  iji  fact  by  the  expressions  furnish  certain  indications  of  the  mental  condition  iii 
a  state  of  health.  Now  when  the  brain  becomes  diseased,  we  can  perceive  that  this  relation  may 
be  disturbed.  The  vis  lonica,  which  is  here  probably  received  through  the  jiortio  dura,  is  lost  to  a 
certain  extent,  or  modifled  ;  hence  the  characteristic  appearance  alluded  to. 
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By  E.  H.  Dixon,  M.D.,  New  York. 
I  Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sursical  Journal.] 

There  are  few  operations  more  gratifying,  when  successful,  either  to  the 
patient  or  surgeon,  than  those  above  named  ;  and  as  1  had  no  experience, 
either  from  practice  or  observation,  at  the  time  of  my  first  operation,  and 
met  with  a  failure  at  the  third,  I  will  briefly  communicate  my  views  for 
the  benefit  of  others. 

Case  I. — S.  M.,  aged  40,  after  a  violent  contusion  on  the  left  side  of 
the  face,  recovered  with  almost  complete  paralysis  of  muscles,  save  a 
slight  action  of  the  orbicularis,  which  enabled  him  partially  to  close  the 
eye  ;  the  adnata  being  constantly  injected  with  blood,  from  exposure  to 
dust  and  wind,  and  all  the  tears  falling  over  the  cheek  from  the  depres- 
sion of  the  lower  lid. 
This  cut  illustrates  the 
case,  with  the  operation 
performed  for  its  cure. 
It  is  not,  properly  speak- 
ing, a  plastic  operation,  as 
there  was  no  deficiency 
of  integument,  and  noes- 
char  below  the  lid,  as  in 
Cases  2  and  3.  A  piece  of  integument,  of  the  shape  and  size  indicated 
in  the  cut,  was  removed  from  the  temple,  and  brought  together  with  su- 
tures and  plasters;  it  healed  by  intention,  and  the  difficulty  was  removed, 
the  integument  of  the  cheek  and  the  lower  tarsus  being  drawn  up 
thereby. 

This  1  conceive  to  be  the  only  operation  applicable  to  a  case  of  depres- 
sion of  the  lower  lid  from  paralysis.  It  is  very  simple,  and  can  be  done 
without  the  slightest  difficulty.  Doubtless  it  has  been  done  by  others, 
though  I  never  saw  it  in  the  books. 

Case  II. — L.  W.,  23  years  old,  when  an  infant  was  dropped  by  his 
nurse  amongst  some  burning  flags,  which  left  a  large  eschar  upon  his 
left  cheek,  and  drew  down  the  under  lip  and  eyelid  in  a  manner  precisely 
similar.  The  tarsus  was  perfect,  and  the  ball  and  tears  affected  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  the  preceding  case.  As  there  was  a  deficiency  of  in- 
tegument in  this  case,  it  became  necessary  to  perform  a  plastic  operation, 
and  as  I  had  never  seen  one  of  these,  with  the  exception  of  one  perform- 
ed with  success  by  my  accomplished  preceptor.  Dr.  Mott,  on  the  lower 
cheek,  I  determined  to  combine  the  one  illustrated  by  the  first  cut,  with 
the  plastic  operation  proper.  To  do  this,  all  that  was  needful  was  to  re- 
move the  integument  to  be  planted  under  the  lid,  from  the  temple  above 
a  line  intersecting  horizontnlii/  the  pupil,  so  that  when  the  integument 
was  approximated  it  would  help  to  draw  up  the  lid.  It  is  very  impor- 
tant that  the  part  of  the  integument  to  be  planted  should  be  broadest  in 
the  part  that  will  come  opposite  the  greatest  depression  of  the  lid  ;  and 
that  it  should  be  abundantly  large,  because  thei'c  will   be   a   trifling  con- 
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traction  of  the  two  parallel  cicatrices  left  after  adhesion  ;  and  if  there  is 
any  too  much,  either  pressure  or  a  clip  with  a  well-curved  scissors  will  re- 
move It ;  but  if  too  small,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  next  case,  another  opera- 
tion must  be  performed,  and  this  is  mortifying  to  the  surgeon  and  painful 
to  the  patient.  Tlie  cuts  illustrate  the  case.  The  first  shows  the  in- 
tegument about  to  be  partially  removed  from  the  temple.  The  young 
surgeon  had  better  always  mark  it  with  ink  ;  and  observe  this  caution — 
be  careful  to  cut  well  down  to  the  muscle  in  all  your  incisions,  not  only 
that  your  integument  may  contain  bloodvessels  enough  to  nourish  it,  but 
that  you  may  make  a  sufficient  bed  for  it  to  lie  in  under  the  lid.  If  the 
eschar  is  small,  disspct  it  out  by  a  very  elliptical  incision,  and  the  deformity 
will  be  less.  In  the  cut  the  reader  will  suppose  the  flap  too  large.  I  am 
sure  il  he  makes  it  less,  the  operation  will  not  succeed,  as  will  be  seen  in 
the  next  case.  If  asked  why  I  did  not  take  heed,  I  can  only  say  that  it 
IS  not  the  first  failure  I  have  made,  and  I  fear  it  will  not  be  the  last. 


No.  1,  fig.  1st,  marks  the  first  incision  ;  No.  2,  the  flap.  In  the  second 
figure  will  be  seen  the  sutures,  which  must  be  made  with  a  cambric  nee- 
dle, and  holding  the  integument  with  a  blunt  forceps.  The  sutures  must 
be  so  slightly  inserted  that  no  further  notice  need  be  taken ;  they  will 
be  washed  out  at  the  first  dressing.  They  must  be  as  numerous  as  in  the 
cut.  Sutures  as  well  as  plasters  must  be  used  on  the  temple  whence  the 
flap  was  taken.     This  case  was  successful. 

Case  III.  was  the  result  of  a  large  boil  or  abscess,  in  infancy,  be- 
low the  lid.  Patient  18  years  old.  Appearance  as  represented  by  the 
cut.  A  marks  the  eschar ;  tears  fall  over  the 
cheek.  The  operation  was  the  same  as  the  last, 
only  the  Hap  being  too  narrow,  but  partially  an- 
swered the  purpose,  and  it  was  necessary  to  re- 
move a  V  shaped  portion  of  the  tarsus  to  restore 
the  lid,  which  it  did  eflectually.  V  ~   _^y-^A. 

I  will  only  add,  that  these  operations,  as  well  as 
all  others  about  the  face,  and  in  all  other  situations  where  accurate  inci- 
sions are  necessary,  are  greatly  facilitated  by  a  forceps  like  this. 


It  should  be  of  u  sufficient  length,  and  made  with  two  concave  blades 
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or  shafts.     I  mean  concave  in  the  opposing  surdices   that  seize  the  skin, 
as  well  as  curved  to  the  eyelid,  and  the  shafts  also  curved.     After  operat- 
ing once  for  hemorrhoids  or  varicocele  with  their  aid,  the  surgeon  would 
never  wish  to  be  deprived  of  them. 
December,  1843. 


BLOODLETTING. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Mjdical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir  —Believing  that  the  following  sayintr  is  too  true  with  re^rard 
to  many  of  us  who  practise  medicine  in  New  En^rland.  I  su-^aest  alew 
retnarks  on  the  subject  of  bloodletting,  which,  if  you  deem  of  sufficient 
worth,  may  have  place  in  your  valuable  Journal.—"  We  live  in  an  a^e 
in  which  the  fear  o{  debility  causes  a  prodigal  use  oi  stimulants,  ?.m\ 
tins  too  olten,  at  the  expense  of  the  health  and  the  life  of  the  palient  " 
Lime  Rock,  R.  I,  Dec.  7,  1843.  Respectfully  yours, 

John  P.  Leon.\rd. 

A  certain  class  of  charlatans  (very  numerous  in  this  vicinitv),  under- 
take to  teach  the  doctrine  that  nature  never  allows  of  a  superabundance 
ot  blood  in  the  sanguiferous  system,  and  that  the  demands  of  the  animal 
economy  are  always  in  exact  ratio  to  the  quantity  of  this  fluid— that  to 
draw  blood  in  disease,  when  there  is  plethora  or  over-distension  of  the 
circulating  vessels,  is  an  infrimjemeiit  on  the  Jaws  of  health  ;  robbin'^  the 
vital  element  of  its  strength,  and  breaking  down  the  recuperative  powers, 

1  u[       "^  "°^  ^^  ^''^'''"  ^^'^"^  ^y  ^"^'^  hypothetical  reasonimr,  nor 

let  us  be  biased  by  the  fears  that  our  patrons  may  have  cherished  m  im- 
bining  the  theories  of  quacks  ;  rather  let  us  boldly  carry  into  effect  the 
grand  prmciples  which  we  have  received  from  the  shrine  of  true  science  ;• 
for  by  this  last  course  alone  can  we  expect  to  benefit  our  patients  and 
acquit  ourselves  as  honorable  men. 

Very  many  are  the  disorders  depending  on.  and  oriffinatincr  from  ple- 
thora, and  over-distension  of  the  circulating  vessels.  This  is°the  fact  in 
most  febrile  diseases  ;  there  is  this  over-distension  in  a// cases  of  inflam- 
1?^'^^'  ^^'^  '"^"^  ^''^  '''*"  ^'sordei-s  that  require  the  subtraction  of 
blood!  l^or  in  all  the  diseases  embraced  within  these  wide  limits 
when  we  reduce  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  disturbed  vessels,  the  re- 
suit  is  good.  The  vessels  then  have  an  opportunity  to  contract,  the  size 
ot  their  diameter  is  diminished  by  taking  from  them  this  superabundance, 
so  that  the  circulating  system  becomes  stimulated,  and  they  take  on 
healthy  action  ;  consequently  the  plethora  or  inflammation  is  entirely  over- 
come. I  said  when  the  vessels  are  relieved,  they  contract,  and  that  this 
diminution  of  their  calibre  is  an  important  change  towards  health,  because 
this  portion  of  the  body  is  strengthened,  if  I  am  allowed  the  expression, 
inat  the  bloodvessels  are  capable  of  contracting,  is  apparent,  for  they 
possesss  muscular  fibre,  and,  as  might  be  concluded,  all  the  qualities  be- 
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loncrincr  to  mi.scuhuity.  Their  contraction  may  be  explained  by  tlwt  of 
the'uierus,  which,  when  reheved  from  distension  caused  by  tlie  loetus  and 
its  appendages,  immediately  returns  to  its  nor.nal  state  and  dimensions. 

Aoain,  hemorrhaLres  also  demand  the  abstraction  ol  blood.  We  are 
told 'that  we  have!' -but  one  mode  of  explaining  the  effusion  of  blood  ; 
as  it  can  take  place  onlv  through  the  vessels  that  pour  out  the  mucus, 
the  serum,  fee,  on  the  surface  of  the  different  mucous,  serous  and  other 
tissues— vessels,  the  existence  of  which  cannot  be  doubted,  though  we  are 
ignorant  of  their  structure  and  arrangement."  Does  not  nature  indeed, 
imitate  the  curative  process,  when  she  allows  t!ie  effusion  ol  blood  for  the 
relief  of  this  abnormal  action  ?  But  because  she  does,  we  are  not  to  rest 
the  case  in  her  hands;  but  to  bring  the  aid  of  our  art,  and  stonn  the 
enemy  with  united  forces.  In  nine  cases  out  ol  ten  we  shall  be  the  vic- 
tors it-  we  do  this  in  incipient  attacks.  In  all  the  instances  referred  to,  1 
have  anticipated  other  treatment  besides  bloodletting,  as  a  matter  ol 
course;  for  in  hemorrhages  I  depend  almost  as  much  upon  nauseants,  as 
upon  the  remedy   now  in    question.     On   these  points  1   presume  to  be 

"'^Let  d"oVe  who  fear  deb\\\iy  avoid  it— let  them  be  cautious  how  they 
produce  it  in  administering  those  substances  which  have  a  direct  tendency 
to  excite  the  disease  which  they  attempt  to  cure.  We  stimulate,  or,  in 
other  terms,  strengthen  the  body,  when  we  remove  the  cause  ol  the  malady 
preyinc^  upon  it-it  is  not  less  true  that  we  cause  debility  in  the  opposite 
lav  "For  if  we  give  to  a  patient,  laboring  under  an  inflammatory  dis- 
order bark  and  wine,  we  shall  be  sure  to  bring  on  debility  ;  but  if  we 
employ  what  is  termed  antiphlogistic  treatment,  we  give  a  chance  to  re- 
cover by  stimulating  in  an  indirect  manner.  .,,,,,         ,•     , 

1  think  it  very  important  that  we  always  (if  we  can)  bleed  the  patient 
in  the  sittin<r  or  more  erect  posture,  as  the  necessary  impression  is  earlier 
made  than  when  he  is  in  the  recumbent  posture.  It  is  certainly  economi- 
cal practice  to  do  what  is  indicated  with  as  little  loss  to  the  pat.em  as 
possible.  Hence,  in  most  cases,  1  should  take  blood  from  a  large  orifice, 
Uiile  the  patient  is  erect,  for  the  reason  just  given,  and  I  think  it  furnishes 
a  o-ood  diagnosis,  enabling  one  to  decide  whether  the  disease  is  inflamma- 
tory, or  irritative,.in  its  character.  We  also  can  better  judge  as  to  the 
ciuantity  we  shall  take  if  the  patient  be  standing,  for  the  reason  above 
cited  •  the  effects  are  earlier  manifested.  We  can  never  premise  the  ex- 
act fuiantity  of  blood  necessary  to  be  drawn,  nor  the  time  when  we  mus 
lav  aside  the  lancet  for  those  medicines  directly  tonic  in  their  nature,  till 
we  have  the  case  in  hand  ;  and  then  we  have  no  fixed  rules,  but  ai-e  to 
be  cruided  by  "general  principles."  We  are  to  consider  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  the  consthution  of  the  patient,  and  should  not  forget  that  the.^a^-e 
of  the  disease  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  be  kept  in  mind. 

When  diseases  are  of  a  mixed  nature,  it  is  obvious  we  should  not  carry 
the  bleedin<r  to  the  extent  wliich  an  inflammatory  disease  (one  purely  so,  1 
mean)  would  demand.  Here,  frequently,  we  conjoin  local  and  general 
bloodletting  with  great  advantage.  In  disorders  depending  wholly  upon 
irritation,  qenercd  depletion  must  not  be  attempted  ;  and  there  are  many 
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cases  of  this  sort,  where  the  least  subtraction  of  blood  would  be  injurious. 
As  I  have  a  case  in  mind,  illustrative  of  this  point,  I  will  give  it  liere. 

August,  25,  1840.  Miss  N.,  aged  20,  has  been  ill  for  some  time.  I 
was  invited  to  see  her  by  her  physician  to-day.  She  is  now  laboring  un- 
der hysteria.  A  white  coat  covers  her  tongue,  skin  hot  and  dry,  pulse 
100.  She  was  immediately  bled  §  x.  Her  mind  soon  became  clear  (she 
was  delirious  before)  and  was  free  from  pain.* 

Dr. afterwards  informed  me,  that  in  about  six  hours   after   we 

left,  he  was  again  called  to  his  patient,  whose  symptoms  had  then  be- 
come evidently  aggravated.  She  appeared  quite  insensible  ;  there  was 
almost  a  burning  heat  upon  the  surface  of  the  body  ;  pulse  130.  The 
vein  was  again  opened  ;  the  blood  flowed  for  a  few  seconds,  then  ceased, 
the  ligature  remaining  upon  her  arm.  Means  were  employed  to  get  more 
blood,  but  j)roved  unsuccessful.  A  dangerous  reaction  ensued.  From 
this  time,  says  the  doctor,  the  plan  of  treatment  was  changed.  Tonics 
and  nervines  were  administered,  and  after  a  long  time  she  recovered. 

I  mention  this  case  to  show  how  much  caution  is  required  in  the  use  of 
the  sheet  anchor,  as  the  lancet  is  often  styled.  Had  this  patient  been  bled 
in  the  erect  position,  syncope  would  probably  have  come  on  before  she  had 
lost  five  ounces  of  blood,  and  proved  at  once  the  nature  of  her  disorder, 
which  was  one  of  irritation,  one  in  toto  forbidding  depletion. 

in  the  brief  survey  we  have  taken  of  this  subject,  we  have  sufficiently 
established  the  following  principles. 

First,  that  in  inflammation,  in  all  inflammatory  diseases,  in  hemor- 
rhages, and  in  all  disorders  where  that  state  obtains  which  we  term  pletho- 
ra, blood-letting  is  indicated.  In  some  of  these  cases  we  had  better  take 
blood  from  an  artery,  but  generally  from  a  vein. 

Secondly,  it  will  often  be  advantageous  to  conjoin  local  with  general 
bleeding — there  are  instances  where  it  would  be  best  to  neglect  general 
bleeding,  and  rely  entirely  upon  the  local  methods.  I  mean  at  such 
times  as  the  indications  of  cure  can  be  answered  by  these  means,  and 
when  the  condition  of  the  patient  will  not  admit  the  loss  of  much  blood. 

Thirdly,  if  the  disorder  is  one  of  a  mixed  nature,  partaking  of  the  in- 
flammatory character,  and  at  the  same  time  maintaining  irritable  symp- 
toms, to  avoid  re-action  we  must  depend  commonly  upon  cups  and 
leeches. 

Fourthly,  when  diseases  are  altogether  irritative,  bloodletting  is  a  dan- 
gerous practice,  and  likely  to  aggravate  the  disorder. 


DEFORMITY   OF  THE  SHOULDER   IN   GIRLS. 

[Mr.  Lambert,  who  communicated  the  following  note,  is  a  popular  lec- 
turer on  elementary  anatomy  and  physiology,  which  are  illustrated  by  the 
finest  manikins,  probably,  which  have  been  imported  into  this  country. 
He  claims  it  as  a  discovery,  that  a  vice  in  dress  with  which  the  civilized 
world  is  familiar,  is  the  cause  of  a  deformity  which  is  the  subject  of  this 

"  Her  ptiliie  felJ  to  90,  tUoueh  its  quickness  did  not  abate. 
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article.     If  subsequent  observation  establishes  the  truth  of  it,  he  is  entitled 
to  the  consideration  of  the  whole  community.] 

The  prominence  and  consequent  deformity  of  the  right  shoulder  in  girls, 
young  ladies  and  women,  are  generally  said  to  be  produced  by  the  greater 
exercise  of  the  right  arm  in  playing  on  the  piano,  embroidering,  by  leaning 
upon  the  right  elbow  at  school,  and  other  like  causes  ;  which  is  not,  how- 
ever, correct,  since  boys  and  young  men  use  the  right  arm  more  than  they 
do  the  left,  to  as  great  a  degree  as  do  girls.  Girls,  also,  who  are  left, 
handed  have  the  right  shoulder  projecting,  as  much  as  other  girls  ;  and 
the  printer  who  works  at  the  press  and  uses  the  right  arm  very  much,  and 
at  very  hard  work,  is  not  deformed  in  this  respect,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  judge.  The  true  cause  is  the  manner  of  dressing  now  practised, 
for  the  organs  under  the  belt,  and  thereabouts,  being  much  crowded  out 
of  place,  infringe  on  the  parts  next  adjoining.  Thus  the  liver,  stomach, 
&c.,  being  pressed  upwards,  prevent  the  free  action  of  the  diaphragm, 
and  the  lungs  are  prevented  from  inflating  in  a  downward  direction.  To 
prevent,  in  a  degree,  the  injurious  effects  that  would  follow.  Nature  causes 
the  chest  to  grow  out,  upward  and  backward  in  particular,  causing  the 
shoulder-blade  to  project.  Of  course,  as  every  one  knows,  the  liver  be- 
mg  less  yielding  than  the  stomach,  and  this  last  organ  being  sometimes 
full  and  sometimes  empty,  there  is  a  more  constant,  and,  indeed,  greater 
effect  produced  upon  the  right  lung  than  on  the  left,  and  consequently  upon 
the  right  shoulder  than  upon  the  left.  This  is  important  in  tending  to 
show  that  beauty  of  form  is  not  produced  by  a  tight  dress,  but  that  great 
deformity  is  produced.  There  may  be  other  causes  occasionally  acting 
which  produce  similar  results,  though  but  seldom. 
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Dropsical  Ovarium. — Through  Dr.  Sewall,  of  Washington,  two  pam- 
phlets have  been  received,  written  by  D.  H.  Walne,  a  London  surafeon* 
of  growing  eminence,  bearing  the  title — "  Removal  of  a  Dropsical  Ova- 
rium entire,  by  the  large  Abdominal  Section."  Both  had  been  previously- 
received  in  the  pages  of  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  in  which  they  first 
appeared,  and  one  of  the  cases  has  been  copied  into  this  Journal.  We 
are  exceedinfrlv  obliged  to  Dr.  Sewall,  however,  for  the  pamphlets,  and 
especially  for  the  loan  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Walne,  dated  October  27th,. 
which  makes  reference  to  this  important  achievement  in  modern  svirgery. 

After  some  general  observations,  Mr.  Walne  remarks — that  "  the  ope- 
ration which  you  would  have  witnessed  but  for  being  postponed  for  a  few 
days,  was  perfectly  successful,  though  the  ovarian  tumor  much  exceeded 
in  magnitude  either  of  those  I  had  before  removed,  being  28  pounds  in 
weight.  The  incision  required  was  14  inches  long,  and  the  wound  united 
substantially,  by  the  first  intention,  from  end  to  end — barely  leaving  space 
for  the  ligatures  of  the  pedicle  to  hang  out.     These  came  away  on   the 
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thirty-third  day,  and  the  patient,  having  been  remarkably  free  from  un- 
toward symptoms  during  the  whole  period  of  recovery,  is  now  well,  and 
alert  in  walking  and  other  exercises.  She  was  under  20  years  of  age. 
You  can  readily  conjecture  how  happy  she  is  in  having  got  rid  of  such 
an  incumbrance.  The  catamenia  re-appeared  a  few  days  after  the  opera- 
tion, and  again  at  the  following  regular  period,  and  as  the  other  ovary  was 
found  to  be  quite  healthy,  there  is  no  reason  why  she  should  not  some 
day  become  a  mother. 

"The  remarks  with  which  you  favored  tne  respecting  the  postponement 
of  the  operation,  gave  me  great  satisfaction,  since  you  had  sacrificed  your 
travelling  arrangements  to  be  present  at  it ;  and  I  naturally  regretted  any 
disappointment  under  such  circumstances.  To  have  obtained,  in  any  de- 
gree, the  good  opinion  of  one,  who  has  had  so  much  experience  of  the 
world  and  in  the  profession,  will  always  afford  me  pleasure. 

"  Permit  me  to  subscribe  myself,  with  much  esteem,  yours,  faithfully, 

D.  H£:nry  Walne." 

In  the  Journal  for  Nov.  15th,  a  minute  report  of  this  operation  was  in- 
serted ;  still  we  were  unwilling  not  to  avail  ourselves  of  Mr.  Walne's  let- 
ter, as  a  kind  of  finishing  appendage  to  that  report. 


Diseases  of  Children. — Dr.  Stewart's  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases 
of  Children,  has  made  its  appearance  in  a  second  edition,  carefuUj'^  revised 
and  enlarged. 

It  is  complimentary  to  the  author,  exceedingly  so,  that  this  work  meets 
with  the  approbation  and  increasing  patronage  of  an  intelligent  profession. 
Without  interfering  with  the  ground  especially  claimed  by  other  writers, 
Dr.  Stewart  has  pursued  a  wise,  independent  course,  giving  credit  where 
it  is  due,  but  never  makes  himself  obnoxious  by  misrepresenting  or  under- 
rating the  acquirements  of  others  in  the  same  field  of  investigation. 

Those  who  are  conversant  with  the  diseases  of  childhood  have  ample 
opportunity  for  exercising  their  skil  and  conferring  the  highest  order  of 
benefits  on  distressed  families  and  sympathizing  friends.  The  maladies 
appertaining  to  infancy,  and  the  phases  through  which  they  pass,  as  the 
little  patient  advances  in  life,  are  of  no  common  interest  to  a  conscientious 
practitioner.  He  who  saves  a  child,  saves  a  citizen  ;  the  State  reaps  the 
advantages  of  his  attainments.  Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said, 
and  may  be  written,  of  the  facility  with  which  the  diseases  of  childhood 
can  be  met,  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  discreet,  observing  physicians, 
that  no  branch  of  the  practice  of  medicine  is  so  essentially  important  in  a 
civilized  community.  A  little  dosing  with  this  or  with  that,  on  the  cow- 
ardly presumption  that  no  harm  will  ensue  from  it,  is  absolutely  criminal. 
An  exact  observer  perceives  in  such  irresponsible  treatment,  the  ignorance 
of  the  physician,  and  the  precipice  to  which  the  innocent  sutierer  is 
crowded  by  one  who  shields  himself  behind  the  curtain  of  a  diploma, 
should  his  inability  be  detected,  or  his  arrogance  become  the  subject  of 
conversation.  Practitioners  must  study  the  diseases  of  children  with  un- 
abated energy — and  keep  studying,  too,  since  there  is  no  stopping-place 
from  whence  they  can  look  back  with  triumph  and  proclaim  that  they  un- 
derstand it  all.  No — the  variations  of  temperature,  occurring  as  fre- 
quently as  there  are  hours  in  the  day  ;  the  character  of  the  food  on  which 
they  are  sustained,  also  changing   with   their  advancement   in   age  ;  the 
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clothinr;:  in  which  they  are  dressed,  subject  to  the  caprices  of  fashion  ;  and 
lastl\^  the  contingencies  which  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  machinery  at 
all  periods,  and  on  the  most  unlooked-for  occasions,  demand  an  intense 
devotion  to  these  little  ones  when  placed  under  the  eye  of  a  physician. 

To  meet  all  these  difficulties,  therefore — to  be  armed  with  the  panoply 
of  scientific  truth — it  is  a  duty  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  wisdom  and  expe- 
rience of  all  who  are  worthy  of  respect  in  this  particular  department  of 
practice.  This  treatise  by  James  Stewart,  M.D.,  published  by  Messrs. 
Lano-jey,  New  York,  is  eminently  calculated  to  meet  the  expectations  and 
the  daily  requirements  of  one  who  is  ambitious  to  prescribe  understand- 
ingly  for  the  diseases  of  childhood. 


Revised  Statutes  of  Massachusetts. — Messrs.  Tappan  &  Dennet  have 
kindly  sent  us  a  copy  of  a  handy  little  work  with  this  title,  which  also  in- 
cludes all  the  additional  laws  enacted  to  the  present  time.  Chapter  XII. 
has  reference  to  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgerv  in  Massachusetts,  and 
is  arranged  in  the  form  of  questions  and  answers — thus: — 

"  Who  shall  prescribe  a  course  of  medical  and  surgical  instruction,  and 
the  qualifications  of  candidates  for  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery  ? 
Ansicer.     The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 

What  shall  the  Counsellors  of  the  Society  appoint  ?  Ansicer.  Censors 
to  examine  candidates  and  give  letters  testimonial. 

What  may  a  physician  or  surgeon,  duly  qualified  according  to  the  law 
of  this  Commonwealth,  or  any  medical  student  under  the  authority  of  any 
such  physician,  have  in  his  possession?  Ansicer.  Human  dead  bodies, 
or  the  parts  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  anatomical  inquiry  or  instruction. 

What  may  the  Selectmen,  Board  of  Health,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Di- 
rectors of  Workhouses,  Directors  of  the  House  of  Industry,  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  do  with  such  dead  bodies  as  are  required 
to  be  buried  at  the  public  expense?  Answer.  They  may  surrender 
them  to  any  regular  physician,  duly  qualified  according  to  law,  to  be  by 
him  used  for  the  advancement  of  anatomical  knowledge. 

In  what  cases  shall  no  such  body  be  surrendered  ?  Ansioer.  When 
the  deceased,  during  his  last  sickness,  requested  to  be  buried.  When  any 
kindred  or  friend  shall  request  the  body  to  be  buried.  When  the  de- 
ceased was  a  stranger  or  traveller,  who  suddenly  died  without  making 
himself  known." 


Priyiciples  of  Medicine. — That  well-known  and  excellent  treatise,  en- 
titled— ''Principles  of  Medicine,  comprising  General  Pathology  and  The- 
rapeutics, with  a  brief  general  view  of  Etiology,  Nosology,  Semeiology, 
Diagnosis  a7id  Prognosis,  by  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  M.D.,"  has  been  re- 
published at  Philadelphia,  by  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard.  Notes  and  ad> 
ditions  are  made  by  Meredith  Clymer,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Hospital. 

Book-buyers  are  becoming  prodigiously  restive  under  the  modern  in- 
fliction of"  notes  by  American  physicians,  apperided  to  splendid  produc- 
tions of  foreigners.  It  is  sometimes  like  sticking  a  pebble  to  the  side  of 
Bunker  Hill  Monument,  and  then  boasting  of  having  enlarged  the  struc- 
ture beneficially.  Some  sharp  things  are  said  in  regard  to  this  exten- 
sively-practised  system   of  literary  ponderosity.     However,  this    volume 
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has  not  been  tortured  in  that  respect ;  but  since  the  thing  is  in  mind, 
there  is  no  special  harm  in  mentioning  the  fact,  that  second-edition  au- 
thors, i\\Qy  who  manifest  a  desire  to  be  dragged  to  the  top  of  the  edifice 
by  holding  to  the  skirls  of  a  distinguished  pioneer  in  some  department  of 
■Hiedical  science,  by  which  their  names  are  raised  to  merited  distinction, 
.are  threatened  with  a  severity  of  treatment  that  will  be  hard  to  bear. 

In  this  instance.  Dr.  Clymer  has  rendered  good  service,  which  is  tan- 
gible ;  he  has  supplied  parts  which  were  omitted  by  Dr.  Williams,  and 
"thus  gives  a  finish  to  the  labors  of  an  eminent  writer,  whose  worth  is  ap- 
j)reciated  by  a  discerning  medical  public. 

In  point  of  typographical  finish,  it  is  a  handsome  volume,  and  a  cheap 
one,  too.  Our  New  England  friends  will  find  it  at  Ticknor  &  Co.'s, 
Washington  street. 


A  new  Sysfe?n  of  Medical  Science  coming. — The  editor  of  the  Botanico- 
Medical  Recorder,  in  announcing  a  course  of  lectures  which  he  proposes 
■to  deliver,  says  that — "  This,  of  course,  involves  the  principles  of  Neu- 
rology and  Mesmerism,  and  lays  the  foundation  for  correct  principles  and 
practice  in  medicine.  In  the  light  of  these  subjects,  we  shall  examine  the 
old  school  principles  of  medicine,  and  we  shall  respectfully  invite  their  ad- 
vocates to  defend  them  if  they  can,  while  we  shall  build  up  a  system  of 
medical  science  and  practice,  that  '  will  stand  a  tower  of  strength,  un- 
harmed amidst  the  rude  shock  of  opposition's  bursting  wave,  through  all 
succeeding  time,'  and  all  these  propositions  we  shall  establish  by  living 
testimony  which  cannot  be  rejected." 

He  waxes  warm  in  his  bold  determination  to  ascertain  \\\\o  is  who  in 
the  great  reform  he  intends  to  accomplish.  For  originality  of  design — for 
energy  in  attempting  to  drive  the  world  before  him — he  is  without  a  com- 
petitor. If  Cincinnati  is  taken  by  storm,  the  inhabitants  will  have  no 
mercy  shown  them.     It  is  emphatically,  come  and  live — or,  go  and  die. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  enterprise,  he  says — "  and  the  accomplishment 
of  its  glorious  object,  the  redemption  of  this  community  from  the  wither- 
ing curse  of  the  lancet  and  calomel,  which  slay  more  of  their  number  and 
ruin  more  that  escape  death,  than  all  the  other  causes  of  disease  and 
death  put  together,  but  one  thing  is  wanting,  viz.,  the  regular  presence  at 
these  lectures,  and  the  bold  advocacy  of  our  doctrines  and  practices,  by 
those  who  are  fully  persuaded  of  their  truth  and  superiority.  Shall  we 
see  you  in  these  meetings,  or  will  you  meanly  shrink  from  attending  them 
lest  some  fool  who  loves  darkness  rather  than  light,  who  calls  bitter  sweet 
and  sweet  bitter,  who  prefers  misery  and  death  according  to  fashion,  to 
health  and  life  according  to  common  sense,  might  sneer  and  point,  the 
finger  of  scorn  at  you  ?" 


McLean  Asylum. — William  Appleton,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  has  given  ta 
the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  $10,000,  the  income 
of  which  is  to  be  expended  in  behalf  of  such  patients  of  the  McLean 
Asylum  for  the  Insane,  as  have  not  the  means  of  remaining  there  for  an 
entire  cure. 

Different  Causes  of  Insanity  hi  FraJice. — At  a  sitting  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences,  Aug.  7th,  M.  Moreau  de  Jonnes  read  a  paper  on   the  differ- 
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ent  causes  of  insanitv.  They  were  taken  for  the  year  1S41,  and  in  order 
lo  render  the  result  more  exact,  only  one  half  the  number  of  patients  was 
computed  ;  as  regarded  the  other  half,  the  causes  bein<T  considered  doubt- 
ful or  unknown. — 1st,  Physical  causes — idiotism,  2234  cases;  epilepsy, 
1137;  drunkenness,  792;  excessive  irritability,  665;  decrepitude,  541  ; 
poverty,  329;  onanism,  293;  fever,  phthisis,  245;  over-exertion,  176; 
blows  and  wounds,  155  ;  other  causes,  40S — total,  6964.  Calculated  on 
1000  cases,  idiotism  offered  321;  epilepsy,  163;  drunkenness,  114;  ex- 
cessive irritability,  94;  decrepitude,  78;  poverty,  47;  onanism,  42;  fe- 
ver, phthisis,  35  ;  over-exeriinn,  25  ;  blows  and  wounds  22  ;  other  causes, 
59.  2d,  Moral  causes— srief,  1 186  ;  love,  jealousy,  767  ;  religion,  fanati- 
cism, 471  ;  ambition,  314;  pride,  291  ;  politics,  118.  Taking  1000  cases, 
grief  produced  377  ;  love,  jealousy,  224  ;  religion,  fanaticism,  150  ;  am- 
bition, 100;  politics,  37:  Thus,  on  a  total  of  10,111,  physical  causes  act- 
ed 6964  limes,  and  moral  causes  only  3147.  Or,  on  1000  cases,  the  form- 
er produced  688. 8,  the  latter  314.2.  On  examination  of  the  causes  gene- 
rally, we  find  that  none  are  of  recent  origin,  none  are  indigenous  to  the 
country  in  which  we  live,  and  as  the  same  causes  produce  the  same  ef- 
fects, it  is  rational  to  conclude  that  insanity,  like  other  evils,  is  inherent 
to  our  frail  condition,  and  that  the  progress  of  civilization  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  a  cause  of  insanity. 


Syringe  for  the  Mouth. — There  are  unmentionable  associations  con- 
nected with  the  syringe  in  its  common  shape — a  serious  objection  to  its 
use  about  the  mouth.  The  objection  is  removed,  by  so  altering  its  form 
that  it  may  not  be  recognized  as  a  syringe  by  the  patient.  We  have  one 
of  those  pear-shaped,  gum-elastic  bottles,  or  sacks,  such  as  are  sold  by 
the  apothecary,  which  will  contain,  perhaps  one-fourth  of  a  gill  :  in  the 
neck  of  this  is  fastened  one  end  of  a  silver  tube,  two  inches  long  and 
one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter  ;  to  the  other  end  are  fitted  several 
thin  tubes,  of  different  curves  and  sizes.  When  we  would  use  the  in- 
strument, we  collapse  the  sack  by  pressure  in  our  hand — insert  the  free 
end  of  the  larger  tube  into  water,  and  unclose  the  hand — when  the  sack 
will  regain  its  former  shape,  filled  with  water.  The  small  tube  we  would 
use,  is  now  inserted,  and  the  syringe  is  ready  for  use — the  water  being 
forced  out  at  pleasure  by  merely  closing  the  hand  that  applies  the  instru- 
ment. When  neatly  made  it  is  far  preferable  to  those  in  common  use, 
on  account  of  its  convenience,  appearance  and  its  simplicity;  and  it  does 
not  cost  one  fourth  as  much. — Journal  of  Dental  Science. 


Nervous  System. — M.  Longet  sent  to  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences, 
on  the  4th  of  September  last,  a  work  on  the  nervous  system  of  men  and 
animals.  The  author  confirms,  by  a  variety  of  experiments,  the  correct- 
ness of  the  opinions  of  Bell  on  this  interesting,  but  still  imperfectly  un- 
derstood subject,  and  throws  out  many  ideas,  which  may  lead  to  other  re- 
searches, and  to  results  of  more  practical  utility  than  any  that  have  yet 
been  obtained,  as  to  the  precise  influence  of  the  nerves  on  the  human  body, 
whether  in  its  normal  or  abnormal  state.  One  of  the  facts  mentioned  by 
M.  Longet  is,  that  the   motive  force  of  the  nervous  system,  brought  into 
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action  by  galvanism,  is  always  centrifugal,  while  the  passive  or  sensitive 
condition  of  the  nerves  takes  an  opposite  diTeciion.— Philadelphia  Medi- 
cal News. 


Medical  Miscena?i2j.— The  average  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  Eno-- 
land  and  Wales,  in  1841,  per  day,  was  408.— Dr.  John  Appleton  is  lec- 
turing with  a  manikin,  very  satisfactorily,  in  the  country  towns.— D.  B. 
McCarter,  M.D.,  of  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  has  gone  to  China  as  a  medical  mis- 
sionary.—A  boy  died  recently  at  Patterson,  N.  J.,  of  hydrophobia,  who 
had  been  bitten  only  about  a  month  before. — A  young  German  arrived  at 
New  Orleans,  recently,  from  St.  Louis,  who  believed  himself  followed  by 
an  invisible  person,  who  had  Mesmerized  him  in  London.  He  called  on 
Judge  Jackson  and  asked  for  protection.— Alexander  S.  Wetherspoon,  of 
New  York,  has  received  a  commission  of  Assistant  Surgeon,  in  the  U.  S. 
Army.  Dr.  William  Maffit,  Assistant  Surgeon,  has  resigned  and  left 
the  service.— A  boy  at  St.  Augustine,  under  the  influence  of  an 
emetic,  threw  up  two  centipedes— one  of  them  three  inches  long,  and  both 
alive  and  active.— Efforts  are  making  at  Portland,  Me.,  to  orsranize  a 
natural  history  society.  Dr.  Mighels  offered  to  deposit  his  extens'ive  cabi- 
net of  skulls,  numbering  between  five  and  six  thousand  specimens.  Dr. 
Mitchell  is  Treasurer. — The  Thomsonians  propose  holding  a  great  con- 
vention at  Phiiadelphia,  on  the  6th  of  February.— Who  is  Dr?  Dods  ?— 
Over  three  hundred  students  have  matriculated  at  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  in  Philadelphia,  the  present  season.— A  man  is  still  living 
near  Greenville,  S.  C,  who  was  45  years  old  at  the  time  of  Braddock's 
defeat.  He  is  now  136  years  of  age  !— The  physicians  of  Orleans  County, 
Vt.,  hold  their  annual  meeting  at  Irasburg,  Dec.  28th.— A  member  of  Con- 
gress from  Illinois,  is  represented  to  be  seven  feet  two   inches  tall. Dr. 

Mcllhenny  has  published  a  pamphlet  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  on  the  milk 
sickness,  or  trembles,  which  will  be  more  particularly  noticed  hereafter. 
—A  beautiful  edition  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  treatise  on  dislocations  and 
^actures  of  the  joints,  has  just  issued  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  Lea  & 
Blanchard,  Philadelphia.- Smallpox  has  appeared  at  Fonda,  Montgomery 


To  CoRRESPONnENTs.— Dr.  Patterson's  paper  on  Asthma,  Dr.  Paine's  on  Che- 
mistry  applied  to  Food,  and  Dr.  Slack's  on  xMilk,  will  have  an  early  insertion. 

M ARRi "> -At  Ipswich,  Mass.,  Dr.  A.  R  Wildes,  to  Miss  W.  Dod^e.-At 
rsorw.ch  Conn.,  Dr.  A.  B.  Haile  to  Miss  Mary  H.  May,  of  Savannah.-At.  Mt. 
Desert  Me.,  Dr.  John  P  Mooney,  of  New  Hampton,  to  Miss  Sophronia  Deliver, 
of  Boston.-At  Troy,  N.  Y.,  James  Christie,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Margaret  A.  P.  Buel 


''o'?'rop™Uon"3''°fnfl«±V,^*  week  ending  Dec.  16,  34._Male«,  18_Feinal.s,  16.    S.iIlborn,4. 
LncJer  5  yearg,  16-between  5  and  20  years,  i-between  20  and  60  year»,  15-OTer60  years,  2. 


408  Medical  Intelligence. 

A  few  Obsercations  on  Encysted  Hydrocele.  By  Robert  Liston,  Esq., 
F.R.S.  Surgeon  to  University  College  Hospital. — Mr.  Listen  is  inclined 
to  believe  that  some  of  the  collections  of  fluid  in  the  scrotum  are  more  in- 
timately connected  with  the  testicle  than  has  generally  been  supposed. 
He  observes,  "  Some  nine  or  ten  months  since,  I  was  consulted  by  a 
healthy-looking  gentleman,  beyond  the  middle  period  of  life,  on  account  of 
tumor  of  the  scrotum.  There  was  plainly  fluid  on  both  sides.  The 
largest  cyst  was  punctured,  and  gave  exit  to  some  eight  or  ten  ounces  of 
thin  fluid,  which  might  be  compared  to  distilled  water  with  a  little  soap 
diffused  through  it.  The  other  side  of  the  scrotum  was  punctured  a  few 
months  afterwards,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  ordinary  looking  serum, 
to  the  extent  of  five  or  six  ounces,  was  discharged. 

"  A  short  time  since,  the  patient  returned,  to  have  the  original  cyst 
again  emptied.  About  the  same  quantity  of  fluid  was  drawn  off",  and  of 
the  same  quality  as  at  first.  This  fluid  was  examined  chemically,  and 
scarcely  a  trace  of  albumen  could  be  detected. 

"  On  the  second  day  a  minute  quantity  was  put  in  the  field  of  the  com- 
pound microscope,  and  my  surprise  was  great  indeed  when  it  appeared 
quite  full  of  spermatozoa  ;  there  were,  besides,  to  be  detected  some  of  the 
primitive  cells  in  which  the  spermatozoa  are  developed,  and  a  certain 
number  of  mucous  globules. 

"  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  microscopic  examination  did  not  take 
place  immediately  after  the  fluid  was  obtained,  so  as  to  have  ascertained 
whether  the  animalcules  presented  their  usual  liveliness  of  motion." 

In  a  postscript,  Mr.  Liston  informs  us  that  the  preceding  observation 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  examination  of  the  fluid  from  a  small  cyst 
above  the  testicle  of  a  man  33  years  of  age.  The  fluid  here  was  nearly 
colorless,  and  contained  numerous  spermatozoa,  some  of  which  continued 
to  move  for  a  considerable  time  after  the  cyst  was  evacuated. — Med.  Gaz 


Efficacy  of  Warm  Injections  hi  Stricture.  By  Frank  Hudson,  Bromp- 
ton. — I  read  some  short  time  back,  in  one  of  the  medical  periodicals,  an 
account  of  a  case  of  stricture,  in  which  the  medical  gentleman  in  attend- 
ance found  use  in  applying  a  warm  fluid  to  the  strictured  portion  of  the 
urethra,  through  the  means  of  an  ordinary  catheter. 

Now  it  struck  me  at  once  that  an  instrument  much  more  fitted  to  the 
purpose,  and  much  more  likely  to  succeed,  would  be  a  catheter  with 
its  orifice  at  the  extremity  instead  of  at  the  side  as  is  usual. 

I  had  one  made,  therefore,  and  for  greater  convenience  a  stop-cocked 
syringe,  holding  about  an  ounce,  fitted  to  its  other  end. 

My  mode  of  applying  it  is  this  :  I  fill  the  syringe  with  some  warmt 
bland  fluid  (oil  or  barley-water,  for  instance,)  and  I  then  connect  it  with 
the  catheter,  and  gently  pass  the  latter  down  to  the  stricture.  The  mo- 
ment I  feel  the  resistance,  I  turn  the  index-finger  of  my  right  hand 
(steadying  the  penis  with  my  left),  and  propel  a  jet  of  the  warm  liquid 
upon  the  strictured  portion  with  moderate  force,  taking  care,  of  course, 
not  to  press  the  apparatus  forcibly  against  the  urethra,  but  keeping  al{ 
firm  and  "well  in  hand." 

I  have  tried  this  in  four  cases,  and  several  times  in  each  case,  in  which 
I  had  before  failed  entirely  in  passing  the  smallest  catheter,  and  in  all 
with  decided  and  instant  success,  the  instrument  always  passing  freely, 
and  without  the  slightest  ^Tim.—Ibid. 
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CHEMISTRY,   APPLIED   TO   THE   FOOD   OF   MAN. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — When  you  may  have  the  necessary  space  in  your  valuable  peri- 
odical, I  shall  be  obliged  by  the  insertion  of  the  following  paragraphs 
from  my  contemplated  work  on  the  Institutes  of  Medicine. 

4.  The  beginning  of  organization  is  in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  which 
is  the  ultimate  source  of  nourishment  to  animals. 

5.  From  the  foregoing  law  (4)  arises  the  great  fundamental  distinction 
between  plants  and  animals;  that  the  former  subsist  on  the  elements  of 
matter,  whilst  the  latter  are  nourished  by  these  elements  in  an  organic 
state. 

6.  The  precise  analysis  of  the  most  simple  organic  compound,  solid 
or  fluid,  is  very  difficult,  and  always  liable  to  doubt. 

7.  If  an  animal  compound  be  decompounded,  the  re-union  of  the  ele- 
ments into  an  animal  silbstance  requires  the  agency  of  vegetable  and  ani- 
mal organization  ;  and,  not  only  so,  but  nothing  can  re-produce  any  given 
animal  compound  but  the  precise  part  of  the  same  species  of  animal  which 
gave  origin  to  the  part  so  decompounded. 

8.  Plants,  it  is  true,  derive  much  of  their  nourishment  from  organic 
compounds,  but,  before  they  can  be  appropriated  to  the  uses  of  plants, 
the  organic  compounds  must  be  first  subjected  to  chemical  decomposition 
through  the  influence  of  extraneous  agents,  and  are  only  taken  into  the 
organization  of  the  plant  in  the  stale  of  mineral  substances ;  and,  even 
then,  all  binary  combinations  (29)  must  be  decompounded  before  the  re- 
newal of  organization  can  begin.  Just  the  reverse  of  this,  however,  ob- 
tains with  animals,  however  the  elements  may  be  subjected  to  changes 
amongst  each  other,  or  to  the  separation  of  some  from  compounds  em- 
bracing more  than  three  in  intimate  union.  There  is  never  present, 
therefore,  in  the  animal  organization,  as  a  source  of  supply  to  that  or- 
ganization, any  mineral  substance  ;  for,  whatever  mutations  the  materials 
of  supply  may  undergo,  their  elements  always  exist  in  a  state  of  intimate 
ternary  combination,  at  least,  which  is  the  most  simple  of  organic  com- 
pounds, and  can  never  constitute  a  mineral  or  inorganic  substance. 

9.   Hence  (8)  the  great  fallacy  of  attempting,  by  the  analysis  of  food, 
to  indicate  the  proper  sustenance  of  man.     It  is  founded  upon  a  wrong 
conception  of  the  economy  of  vegetable  life,  and  thence  reasoning  from  a 
21 
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niisiaken  coincidence  of  principles  (which  exist  in  the  two  organic  king- 
doms in  a  strikingly  modified  state),  to  their  more  analogous  results. 

Since,  however,  plants  subsist  upon  mineral  substances,  the  chemist 
may  successfully  indicate  those  inorganic  and  organic  compounds,  which 
will  yield  to  any  given  species  of  plant  (whose  general  elementary  com- 
position may  be  more  or  less  ascertained),  the  elements  that  go  to  its 
nutritive  economy.  But,  from  tiie  fundamental  distinction  between  plants 
and  animals  (5,  8),  it  is  obvious  that  no  such  thing  can  be  done  in 
relation  to  the  latter.  No  better  practical  proof  of  this  can  be  wanted 
than  the  perfectly  indigestible  nature  of  many  compounds  which  contain 
the  requisite  elements.  Such  compounds,  upon  the  chemical  philosophy, 
include  many  virulent  poisons  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  ;  aye,  and  many 
of  the  stones  whose  binary  compounds  embrace  numerous  elements  (29). 
We  need  not,  indeed,  go  any  farther  than  the  recent  fallacies  of  Dr.  Beau- 
mont, in  his  direct  experiments  upon  the  gastric  juice,  conducted  within 
the  living  stomach  itself  (620),  to  show  that  the  whole  of  this  subject 
of  human  nutriment  must  be  left  to  natural  experience.  Consider,  also, 
the  well-grounded  maxim,  that  "  what  is  meat  to  one  may  be  poison  to 
another."  And,  again,  consider  that  1000  Abyssinians  subsisted  for  two 
months  upon  gum  Arabic  alone  ;  that  the  Nomade  Moors  live  almost  ex- 
clusively upon  gum — the  Californians  and  Atlantans  upon  acorns  ;  that 
emaciated  individuals  have  recovered  their  flesh  whilst  subsisting  exclu- 
sively upon  arrow-root;  besides  niany  other  analogous  examples  which 
may  be  found  in  my  Medical  and  Physiological  Commentaries,  Vol. 
/.,  p.  692 — 698.  In  many  of  these  cases,  other  organic  substances  must, 
of  course,  be  taken  along  with  water,  or  through  other  media  which  are 
not  sufficiently  obvious  to  engage  attention. 

10.  The  whole  of  the  foregoing  distortion  of  Nature  has  proceeded  di- 
rectly from  the  laboratory,  and  has  been  seized  upon  by  physiologists  as  a 
precious  substitute  for  all  that  accumulated  knowledge  wliich  had  been 
supplied  by  the  endless  variety  of  natural  phenomena.  But,  amongst 
those  phenomena  there  are  some,  besides  the  foregoing,  which  appear  to 
have  escaped  the  consideration  of  all,  and  to  which  it  would  seem  that 
the  chemical  philosophy  must  yield.  I  shall,  however,  mention  but  one, 
which  will  readily  suggest  an  ample  variety  of  a  similar  nature. 

1  say,  then,  it  has  not  occurred  to  the  chemical  physiologist,  that  the 
elementary  composition  of  animals  is  about  alike  (at  least  in  all  mamma- 
lia), since  he  has  restricted  his  experimental  observations  on  food  nearly 
to  man  alone.  Now,  the  composition  of  all  mammalia  being  alike,  at 
least  to  the  chemist,  it  should  follow,  I  say,  upon  his  premises,  that  what 
is  suitable  food  for  a  horse  should  be  ecjually  good  for  man,  and  vice  versa. 
The  dilemma  need  not  be  farther  indicated.  Martyn  Paine. 

:^ew  York,  Dec.    1,  1843. 
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ASTHMA    PRODUCED   BY   IPECAC. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  observed  in  a  late  No.  of  your  Journal,  a  coinnuinication 
from  Uriah  Turner,  M.D.,  entitled  "Asthma  caused  by  Ipecacuanha," 
illustrated  by  his  own  case,  in  which  he  observes  thai  "  he  has  reason  to 
believe  that  these  effects  are  new  to  a  majority  of  the  profession."  Hav- 
ing for  a  long  series  of  years  suffered  most  severely  in  a  similar  manner 
from  these  singular  effects  of  ipecac,  and  having  made  them  the  subject  ol 
long  and  anxious  reflection,  1  take  the  liberty  of  forwarding  to  you  a  brief 
statement  of  my  experience  and  observation  on  this  singular,  and  to  me 
■painful,  subject.  Yours  respectfully,  Sic. 

Homer,  N.  Y.,  Dec,  1343.  Ashbel  Patterson. 

I  have  been  to  some  extent  a  dyspeptic  from  early  life,  but  had  not 
supposed  there  was  a  strong  predisposition  to  disease  of  the  respiratory 
organs.  When  about  20  years  of  age  I  had  a  catarrhal  affection,  which 
has  so  far  impaired  the  sense  of  smell,  that  up  to  this  time  (a  period  of 
more  than  twenty  years)  I  have  not  been  able  to  perceive  odors  unless 
they  were  decidedly  pungent.  At  the  age  of  25,  I  observed  that  I  was 
subject  to  occasional  paroxysms  of  sneezing  :  the  attacks  were  sudden, 
and  the  convulsive  effort  was  often  painfully  violent.  Occasionally  these 
paroxysms  were  accompanied  with  dyspnoea  or  suffocating  sense  of  stric- 
ture at  the  chest,  and  a  most  distressing  oppression  at  the  precordia — and 
were  always  preceded  by,  and  accompanied  with,  a  most  harassing  titil- 
lation  of  the  nostrils,  and  at  times  with  nausea,  and  convulsive,  but  in- 
effectual efforts  to  vomit. 

For  a  long  time  I  was  unable  to  account  to  myself  for  this  singular 
and  distressing  state  of  affairs.  At  length,  after  having  prepared  an 
emetic  of  ipecac,  mixed  it  myself,  and  administered  it  to  a  patient,  I 
was  attacked  with  the  whole  concourse  of  symptoms  enumerated  above. 
Each  one  was  marked  by  peculiar  violence.  In  a  very  short  time,  pro- 
bably ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  I  found  myself  laboring  under  a  severe  and 
convulsive  paroxvsm  of  asthma  ;  the  danger  of  suffocation  seemed  immi- 
nent in  the  extreme.  1  sought  relief  in  the  open  air.  During  my  ride 
home,  the  oft-repeated  and  convulsive  paroxysms  of  sneezing  were  almost 
sufficient  to  throw  me  from  my  saddle.  These  symptoms,  like  other 
similar  attacks,  lasted  about  two  hours,  and  gradually  subsided,  with  cough 
and  expectoration. 

It  was  during  this  paroxysm  that  the  idea  first  suggested  itself  to  my 
mind  that  these  singular  attacks  were  produced  by  inhaling  the  powder 
of  ipecac.  1  taxed  my  memory  in  regard  to  previous  asthmatic  attacks, 
and  I  could  recollect  no  instance  of  their  occurrence  without  a  previous 
exposure  to  the  influence  of  this,  to  me,  extraordinary  agent.  The  idea 
was  to  me  entirely  new  ;  but  the  sad  recollection  of  previous  exposures 
and  suffering,  convinced  me  that  the  idea,  however  novel,  was  neverthe- 
less true. 

I  have  since  used  many  precautions  to  avoid  its  deleterious  effects  ; 
but  the  constantly  recurring   necessity  for  its  use,  In  a  country  practice, 
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has  given  me  too  many  opportunities  of  testing,  by  painful  experience  in 
my  own  person,  the  potency  of  its  influence  in  exciting  astlmia  in  a  class 
of  constitutions  of  peculiar  idiosyncrasy.  For  a  long  time  I  supposed 
that  inhaling  the  powder  was  necessary  to  produce  these  effects  ;  but  I 
have  since  learned  that  swallowing  it  in  tincture  or  infusion  will  produce 
similar  but  not  as  violent  results. 

It  is  astonishing,  1  had  almost  said  incredible,  how  small  a  quantity  of 
ipecac,  inhaled,  will  produce  the  most  sudden  and  violent  paroxysms. 
About  four  years  since,  a  clerk  in  my  drug-store  scattered  a  small  quan- 
tity of  ipecac,  on  the  counter,  which  he  brushed  off  with  a  counter-brush  ; 
the  doors  and  windows  were  open,  and  a  current  of  air  had  passed  through 
the  store  for  half  an  hour  before  I  entered  it ;  in  two  minutes  after  my  ar- 
rival, I  was  seized  with  a  violent  sneezing,  followed  almost  immediately 
with  a  paroxysm  of  asthma  which  entirely  disabled  me  for  the  day.  But 
a  few  days  since,  a  young  man  in  my  office  was  directed  to  transfer  a 
quantity  of  ipecac,  from  a  paper  to  a  jar.  I  left  the  office  for  half  an  hour. 
On  my  return  I  was  almost  instantly  attacked  with  one  of  the  most  fearful 
paroxysms  that  1  have  ever  experienced  ;  the  extreme  sense  of  suffocation, 
oppression  at  the  precordia,  a  most  withering  and  exhausting  nausea,  con- 
vulsive but  totally  ineffectual  efforts  to  vomit,  attended  with  simultaneous 
spasms  of  the  diaphragm  and  muscles  of  the  chest  and  abdomen,  pro- 
duced altogether  a  state  of  suffering  which  defies  description.  In  each 
of  these  instances  the  quantity  of  ipecac,  inhaled  must  have  been  infi- 
nitely small. 

That  these  effects  of  ipecac,  do  not  depend  invariably  on  the  irritating 
properties  of  the  powder  when  inhaled,  but  on  idiosyncrasy,  seems  to  be 
established  by  the  following  circumstances.  In  the  summer  of  1841  I 
had  a  long  course  of  bilious  fever.  The  attack  was  marked  by  no  par- 
ticular symptom  of  disease  of  the  lungs ;  but  as  soon  as  I  commenced  the 
use  of  ipecac,  or  Dover's  powder  as  a  febrifuge,  1  had  a  convulsive  and 
harassing  cough  and  dyspnoea  ;  every  effort  to  speak  was  interrupted 
by  a  spasm  of  the  muscles  of  respiration  ;  and  a  sense  of  sinking  and 
oppression  of  the  precordia,  which  constituted,  in  my  opinion,  the  climax 
of  human  suffering.  For  a  long  time  the  agency  of  ipecac,  in  producing 
these  symptoms  was  not  suspected  (as  the  utmost  care  was  taken  to  pre- 
vent my  inhaling  the  powder)  ;  but  they  continued  with  unabated  vio- 
lence, until  1  discontinued  the  use  of  ipecac,  in  every  form. 

The  predisposition  to  asthma  was  unquestionably  produced  by  the 
early  catarrhal  affection  to  which  I  have  alluded  ;  and  its  ultimate  de- 
velopment depended  entirely  upon  long-continued  and  repeated  exposures 
to  the  influence  of  ipecac. ;  but  when  this  predisposition  had  become  es- 
tablished, other  exciting  causes  would  produce  a  paroxysm,  but  no  cause 
has  yet  excited  such  violent  symptoms  as  ipecac. 

A  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere  will  produce  it,  and  a  long  continu- 
ance of  this  state  will  cause  it  to  return  periodically.  The  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1842,  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant  months  of  the  season  ;  the 
days  were  sunny  and  the  air  mild ;  the  nights  were  cloudless  ;  but  from 
the  numerous  streams  in  this  valley  there  rose  a  dense  fog  which  hung 
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upon  their  banks  unlil  a  late  hour  in  the  morning.  Exposure  to  or  inhal- 
ing this  foo-  invariably  caused  a  paroxysm  of  asthma,  which  lasted  two 
or  three  hours,  and  terminated  with  cough  and  expectoration.  After  a 
few  exposures  to  these  fogs,  the  attacks  became  periodical,  making  their 
onsets  with  singular  exactness,  invariably  within  twenty  minutes  of  4 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  waking  me  from  refreshing  sleep  to  under^^o  all 
that  is  dreadful  in  this  most  suffocating  affection.  These  paroxysms  were 
so  severe  as  to  render  a  recumbent  posture  insupportable  ;  but  they 
were  in  a  great  degree  free  from  that  sense  of  sinking,  nausea  and  spasm, 
which  accompanied  those  caused  directly  by  ipecac.  These  diurnal  pa- 
roxysms continued  without  a  single  intermission  until  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber, when  a  violent  storm  of  rain,  sleet  and  snow  wrought  an  entire  change 
in  the  state  of  the  atmosphere,  when  they  suddenly  ceased.     Thus 

"  Chill  November's  surly  blast  " 

operated  as  a  charm  in  relieving  me  from  attacks,  which  from  their  uni- 
formity and  severity  rendered  life  almost  a  burthen.  In  this  respect,  as 
well  as  in  many  others,  there  seems  to  be  an  essential  difference  between 
ordinary  asthma  and  that  form  of  the  disease  produced  by  ipecac.  It 
might  be  interesting  to  trace  out  and  define  these  points  of  difference  ; 
but  having  extended  this  communication  already  to  too  great  a  length,  I 
shall  leave   its  furtlier  consideration  for  some  future  occasion. 


EXPERIMENTS   ON   MILK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournaL 

Sir, — In  the  year  1825,  soon  after  commencing  the  practice  of  medicine, 
happening  to  see  it  asserted  in  the  old  Edinburgh  Dispensatory,  as  a  sci- 
entific fact,  that  milk  was  changed  or  rendered  acescent  by  the  influence 
of  thunder  and  lightning,  and  knowing  such  to  be  the  popular  belief,  the 
following  experiments  were  instituted  to  determine  the  truth  or  fallacy  of 
the  opinion.  I  supposed  it  would  require  no  experiment  to  prove  that 
thunder,  which  is  only  the  report  of  the  electrical  explosion  in  tlie  air, 
mere  sound  or  noise,  could  not  produce  a  chemical  change  in  milk. 

1.  A  common  glass  tumbler,  half  filled  with  milk  taken  from  the  row- 
three  hours  previously,  was  positively  electrified  with  a  good  machine. 

2.  A  similar  quantity  of  the  same  mess  of  ntilk  was  negatively  elec- 
trified. Each  of  these  parcels  of  milk  was  electrified  for  the  space  of 
fifteen  minutes,  but  not  the  least  change  in  the  taste  or  appearance  was 
produced. 

3.  Another  portion  of  the  same  mess  of  milk  was  submitted  to  a  suc- 
cession of  shocks  from  a  Leyden  phial  ;  and  was  made  a  part  of  an  elec- 
trical circuit,  receiving  through  it  a  number  of  shocks,  but  without  under- 
going the  slightest  change  in  taste  or  appearance.  If  the  electrical  fluid 
of  the  atmosphere  has  an  effect  on  milk,  it  must  be  in  one  of  the  forego- 
ing methods,  because  these  are  the  different  modes  in  which  it  operates 
to  produce  the  phenomena  of  thunder  and  lightning.  The  electrical 
fluid  is  not  known  to  operate  upon  bodies  in  any  other  way. 
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4.  The  tliree  tumblers  of  milk  which  h;id  been  electrified  were  set 
on  a  table  in  a  room  where  the  thermometer  stood  at  88  deg.,  and  be- 
side them  was  placed  a  fourth  tumbler  half  filled  with  the  same  mess  of 
milk,  but  not  electrified.  In  five  hours  the  milk  in  all  the  tumblers  be- 
gan to  change  or  grow  acescent,  but  the  milk  which  had  been  electrified 
changed  no  sooner  than  that  which  had  not.  These  experiments  render 
it  evident  that  lightning,  which  operates  in  the  same  way  as  the  electri- 
cal fluid  excited  by  a  machine,  has  no  effect  on  milk. 

5.  Four  six-ounce  phials  filled  with  new  milk,  two  closed  with  wax 
and  two  left  open,  were  placed  in  a  small  tub  of  water  warm.ed  to  90 
deg.  by  the  thermometer,  and  kept  to  this  degree  of  heat  by  successively 
adding  hot  water  until  tlie  milk  became  changed,  w^hich  happened  in 
seven  hours.  The  heat  of  the  room  was  60  deg.  The  milk  in  all  the 
phials  became  acescent  in  about  the  same  time,  showing  that  contact  with 
the  air  has  no  influence  in  effecting  the  change.  This  experiment  was 
tried  a  number  of  times,  varying  the  heat  of  the  water  from  SO  to  90  deg., 
with  nearly  the  same  result.  When  the  heat  ranged  between  SO  and  90 
deg.  the  milk  would  sour  in  about  eight  hours ;  when  it  ranged  between 
90  and  93  deg.,  the  milk  would  change  in  six  or  seven  hours.  This  ex- 
periment proves  not  only  that  heat  is  the  sole  cause  of  the  souring  or  de- 
composition of  milk,  but  that  a  certain  degree  of  heat  will  effect  the 
change  in  a  certain  length  of  time.  Nearly  all  the  thunder  and  lightning 
happen  not  only  in  the  hottest  weather,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day. 
Suppose  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere  to  be  85  deg.  by  the  thermometer, 
and  milk  to  be  taken  from  the  cow  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  accord- 
ing to  the  filth  experiment  it  will  become  sour  by  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the 
ahernoon,  about  the  time  when  tliunder  showers  begin  to  appear.  This 
coincidence  in  the  appearance  of  thunder  showers  and  the  change  in 
milk,  has  originated  the  universal  belief  that  thunder  and  lightning  are 
the  cause  of  the  change. 

In  making  cheese,  the  milk  is  always  warmed  to  about  blood  heat  to 
hasten  its  transformation  into  curd.  It  must  very  often  have  been  ob- 
served that  when  milk  is  nearly  acescent  it  will  suddenly  change  into 
curd  before  it  can  be  heated  to  the  boiling  point.  If  it  will  bear  being 
boiled,  it  will  keep  much  longer  for  it.  People  should  have  no  appre- 
hension of  the  influence  of  thunder  and  lightning  upon  their  milk  ;  only 
give  it  a  cool  place,  and  it  will  keep  as  long  in  a  thunder  storm  as  at 
any  other  time.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  milk  of  cows  in  warm, 
still,  cloudy  and  muggy  weather,  is  not  so  well  elaborated  or  animalized 
when  it  comes  from  tlie  animal  as  in  cooler,  drier  and  clearer  weather, 
and  therefore  sooner  becomes  sour.  Animals  themselves  as  well  as  all 
animal  secretions  are  manifestly  affected  by  certain  states  of  the  atmos- 
phere. Milk  becomes  acescent  the  soonest  in  those  states  of  the  atmos- 
phere in  which  all  animal  substances  become  putrescent.  But  milk,  al- 
though rendered  acescent,  is  a  long  time  in  becoming  putrescent,  owing 
doubtless  to  the  antiseptic  nature  of  the  acid  which  is  developed  in  the 
process  of  souring.     This  acid   developed  in  the  change  of  milk  appears 
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to  be  both   the  cause  of  the  change  of  the  milk  into  curd,  and  of  pre- 
serving it  from  putrefaction. 

It  is  not  a  httle  singular  that  one  degree  of  heat  should  so  speedily 
effect  the  change  of  milk,  and  that  a  little  higher  degree  should  preserve 
it  from  this  very  change.  This  difference  between  the  effects  of  a  blood 
heat  and  a  boiling  heat,  deserves  particular  attention.  The  process  of 
boiling  tends  to  preserve  all  dead  animal  substances,  while  a  blood  heat 
or  a  little  less  tends  to  render  them  putrid. 

Milk  in  a  heat  of  SO  or  90  degrees,  as  we  have  seen,  becomes  essen- 
tially and  chemically  changed  in  its  properties  in  the  space  of  seven  or 
eight  hours,  while  in  a  temperate  atmosphere  it  will  keep  two  or  three 
days.  If  the  heat  of  our  atmosphere  can  produce  such  an  essential 
change  in  the  properties  of  milk  in  so  short  a  time,  must  it  nnt  produce 
corresponding  changes  in  the  fluids  of  the  Jiving  animal  system  ?  It  is 
true  that  the  fluids  of  the  body  are  generally  maintained  at  a  heat  of  98 
deg.,  but  a  high  heat  of  the  atmosphere  will  maintain  the  heat  of  the 
body  at  a  fever  heat,  which  is  known  to  accompany,  if  it  does  not  cause,  a 
change  in  all  the  fluids  of  the  body.  The  cholera  morbus  always  and 
everywhere  prevails  in  the  same  state  of  the  atmosphere,  in  w  hich  milk 
soonest  changes  into  curd.  Children,  especially,  feel  the  malign  influ- 
ence of  such  an  atmosphere,  particularly  nursing  children.  The  effect 
of  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere  in  changing  the  properties  of  milk,  is  the 
nearest  approach  w^e  can  have  in  unfolding  the  changes  which  may  take 
place  in  the  living  animal  fluids. 

Supposing  that  a  still,  warm,  cloudy,  muggy  atmosphere  has  a  similar 
effect  upon  the  chyle  in  the  intestines  as  it  has  in  changing  the  properties 
of  milk  which  it  nearly  resembles,  would  it  not  originate  disease,  and 
would  not  that  disease  be  a  disease  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  a  cholera 
morbus  or  a  diarrhoea  ?  A  similar  change  in  the  properties  of  the  tile 
may  produce  a  yellow  fever ;  or  changes  of  a  similar  nature  induced 
in  the  blood  may  cause  a  plague.  The  stomach  and  bowels  evidently  la- 
bor under  a  higher  degree  of  heat  in  a  hot  season  than  in  a  cool  season, 
as  is  niLUiifested  by  the  greater  degree  of  thirst,  and  profuse  perspiration 
which  must  require  a  higher  degree  of  heat  to  support  it.  Nursing  child- 
ren, in  warm,  muggy  weather,  labor  under  a  two-fold  danger  :  the  milk  of 
the  mother  is  not  so  perfectly  elaborated,  and  the  chyle  which  is  produced 
froui  it  in  the  bowels  of  the  child  is  more  liable  to  run  into  decomposition. 
No  wonder,  then,  that  the  cholera  infantum  should  sweep  off  such  num- 
bers of  children.  If  a  high  degree  of  atmospheric  heat  produces  so 
speerly  a  chemical  change  in  new  milk,  what  must  be  the  effect  of  a  hot 
room  upon  a  woman  in  child-bed  when  the  milk  is  just  beginning  to  flow  ? 
Is  there  not  great  danger  in  so  overheating  the  breasts  as  to  occasion  a 
chemical  change  of  the  milk  while  yet  in  the  lactiferous  ducts,  thereby 
inducing  an  inflammation  of  these  organs  ?  I  have  always  suspected 
that  a  coagulation  or  a  chemical  change  of  the  milk  was  the  cause  of  the 
inflammation  of  the  breasts,  and  the  influence  of  heat  upon  fresh-drawn 
milk  gives  new  confirmation  to  the  conjecture.  D.  B.  Slack. 

Providence,  R.  1.,  Dec.  I4ih,  1843. 
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INSTRUMCNTAL   MANAGEMENT   OF   DISEASED   SPINE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — 1  was  reading  in  your  Jouinalj  some  time  since,  an  attempt  to 
prove  the  utility  of  the  mechanical  treatment,  or,  in  other  words,  of  brass 
rachets  and  corslets,  in  cases  of  spinal  curvatiue,  by  A.  Abbe,  M.D.  ; 
and,  at  a  later  date,  an  article  accredited  to  R.  Capen,  M.M.S.S.,  in 
which  this  gentleman  testifies  to  his  belief  that  these  instruments  were  the 
means  by  which  a  member  of  his  own  family  had  been  cured  of  iliis  de- 
formity ;  in  proof  of  which,  he  cites  the  case. 

It  thereupon  occurred  to  me  that  an  article  which  I  had  noticed  a  year 
or  two  since  in  a  weekly  journal  published  in  Worcester,  and  which  was 
contributed  to  its  columns  by  Dr.  Davis,  of  that  town,  was  exactly  in 
point,  and  contained  an  all-sufficient  refutation  of  all  that  either  of  the 
above-mentioned  gentlemen,  or  any  one  else,  could  say  on  this  subject — 
in  other  words,  a  death  blow  to  this  revolting  system  of  treatment,  a 
system  which  the  author  of  the  first-mentioned  article  is,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  the  sole  practitioner.  The  whole  of  the  article  from 
which  I  extract  is  well  worthy  of  insertion,  as  it  contains  arguments  fully 
sufficient  to  overthrow  Dr.  A.'s  thoroughly  unsound  theory  in  relation  to 
muscular  antagonism,  as  well  as  strongly  bearing  upon  the  case  which  Dr. 
C.  has  reported. 

At  this  time,  however,  I  will  only  trouble  you  with  the  following  ex- 
tract. T  would,  in  passing,  remark,  that  Dr.  C.  has  not,  in  his  commu- 
nication, followed  the  rule  usually  laid  down  for  themselves  by  all  true 
lovers  of  science  and  truth.  It  is  the  custom  ff)r  such,  more  particularly 
in  a  matter  which  concerns  medicine  or  surgery,  to  allow  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  elapse,  for  the  final  issue  to  have  been  fully  attained, 
before  representing  to  the  public  a  successful  result,  and  publishing  the 
case  by  which  they  considered  this  result  to  have  been  established. 
What  should  we  think  of  a  surgeon,  after  an  operation,  the  reduction 
of  a  fractured  limb,  for  example,  who  should,  whilst  the  patient  was  yet 
under  treatment,  and  before  even  the  splints  were  removed,  show  himself 
willing  to  lead  his  professional  brethren  into  error  by  publishing  the  case 
as  one  in  which  the  patient  hail  improved  "  so  (\ist  and  ultimately  so 
effectually."  Still  greater,  then,  would  he  our  surprise,  if  in  only  the 
fifth  line  preceding  he  had  stated  his  conviction  that  in  "  proper  time  " 
the  case  would  be  completed.  As  this  cure  is  brought  forward,  in  one 
line,  as  an  instance  of  an  eft'ectual  cure,  by  the  means  of  brass  rachets 
and  corslets,  and  in  another  line  of  a  cure  to  he  completed  by  the  same 
means,  and  in  which  the  patient  was,  as  Dr.  C.  asserts,  "gradually  con- 
valescent," we  can  arrive  at  no  other  conclusion  than  that  she  was  still 
under  treatment,  and  still  encased  in  the  brass  splints.  Is  it  therefore 
consistent  with  the  accustomed  accuracy  of  a  medical  gentleman  to  re- 
port such  a  case,  however  well  convinced  himself  of  the  apparent  and 
temporary  benefit  which  had  been  attained,  as  one  in  which  a  certain 
method  of  treatment  was  ultimately  effective? — The  following  is  the  ex- 
tract above  alluded  to. 
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"  As  the  evidence  of  those  who  have  experienced  the  sufferings,  and 
are  witnesses  in  their  own  persons  of  the  permanency  of  any  apparent 
benefit  derived  from  mechanical  treatment,  ought  to  be  conclusive,  I  will 
make  an  extract  from  one  among  many  letters  which  1  have  received 
upon  the  subject.  It  is  from  a  young  man  who  has  been  through  the 
process  mentioned,  and  who  has  noted  with  accuracy  the  effect  upon 
others.  The  results  agree  perfectly  with  those  of  the  English  author 
quoted.  He  says — '  I  have  seen  many  cases  under  Dr. 's  treat- 
ment. So  far  as  I  know,  none  now  wear  their  corsets  ;  none  have  been 
finally  benefited,  either  in  health  or  figure;  ail  have  experienced  vary  un- 
pleasant feelings  of  weakness  and  languor,  on  first  going  without  their 
corsets  ;  none  have   preserved    an   erect  form  ;  their  present  figure  is  a^ 

bad  as  ever  ;  they  denounce  Dr. 's  treatment   as  an   inefficient 

system  of  useless  torture.  Among  the  dozens  of  cases  I  have  seen.  I 
know  of  none  of  restoration,  and  never  expected  to  see  a  cure  after  I  had 
obtained  an  insight  into  the  plan  of  treatment.  Day  after  day,  month 
after  month,  I  have  seen  the  dressings  applied  and  tightened  ;  I  have  seen 
the  patient  suspended  by  the  head  upon  the  inclined  plane,  and  upon  the 
gallows  ;  I  have  seen  their  backs  excoriated,  and  sores  upon  them  for  a 
long  time  ;  I  have  seen  their  arm-pits  cut  into  by  the  brass,  till  every 
motion  of  the  arm  was  painful ;  I  have  heard  their  groans  and  seen  their 
bitter  tears,  under  the  operation  of  the  mechanical  system  ;  but  1  have 
never  seen  a  crooked  spine  straightened.  True,  I  have  seen  many  per- 
sons under  that  treatment  who  showed  a  pretty  good  form  with  their 
brass  corsets  on,  whose  health  seemed  to  be  improved,  whose  expectations 
were  high,  and  who  manifested  a  strong  confidence  in  the  system.  But 
after  I  had  watched  the  operation  of  the  plan  for  some  months,  1  became 
satisfied  that  time  would  show  that  the  imi)rovement  was  but  temporary, 
and  the  expectations  fallacious  ;  and  experience  has  confirmed  this 
belief.' 

"To  this  might  be  added  extracts  from  many  more  letters,  from  dif- 
ferent individuals,  all  of  the  same  tenor.  The  closing  remarks  above 
quoted  throw  some  light  upon  a  point  that  is  of  much  consequence. 
While  patients  are  under  treatment  by  compression  and  extension,  they 
grow  in  height,  and  improve,  consequently,  in  figure  ;  their  hopes  and 
expectations  are  raised  to  perfect  confidence  ;  they  can  inform  their 
friends  of  this  favorable  change,  which  is  suftlcient  to  induce  others  to 
make  the  attempt  to  recover  from  their  deformity,  only  to  meet  with  the 
same  disappointment ;  for,  after  they  have  relinquished  this  system  of 
compression  and  extension  (no  matter  how  long  it  may  have  been  prac- 
tised), the  muscles  having  lost  their  strength,  the  trunk  of  the  body  being 
dependent  upon  its  artificial  support,  begins  to  settle  down  into  its  former 
position  ;  the  shoulder  presses  more  and  more  against  the  corsets,  the  arms 
rest  upon  the  top  of  them,  the  suffering  and  the  deformity  increase,  the 
hopes  of  the  patient  and  friends  are  gradually  blighted,  while  all  confi- 
dence is  lost,  and  the  suffering  compels  them  to  throw  off  their  corsets  in 
despair ;  then  is  realized  all  that  my  correspondent  has  described  ;  then 
will  they  call   it  an   '  ineffectual   system  of  useless  torture.'     Tliat  there 
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may  be  some  cases  where  corsets  are  worn  without  these  results,  and 
others  where  tliey  have  been  worn  and  then  abandoned,  and  yet  retain 
their  form,  I  have  no  doubt.  For  they  may  be  applied  where  a  curvature 
does  not  exist,  more  readily  than  where  it  does.  They  can  be  applied 
for  other  diseases  of  the  spinal  column,  and  if  they  are  not  kept  on  so 
long  as  to  destroy  the  tone  of  the  muscles,  no  very  serious  evil  will  follow, 
no  distortion  will  take  place.  Some  of  these  cases  might  be  called  cases 
of  curvature  in  embryo,  and  therefore  reported  as  instances  of  a  perfect 
restoration  by  mechanical  means  ;  but  the  history  of  the  disease  would 
prove  il  to  be  anything  else  besides  a  curvature.  A  common  affection 
thus  treated,  is  spinal  irritation,  or  an  affection  of  the  spinal  cord." 

From  the  above  extract  it  will  be  observed  that  for  the  first  few  months 
buoyant  hopes  and  high-raised  expectations  of  recovery  reign  predomi- 
nant in  (he  minds  of  the  patients  and  their  friends,  which  are  only  what 
might  be  expected  imder  similar  circumstances.  How  painful,  even  ta 
agony,  then,  must  be  the  revulsion  of  disappointment !  J.  H.  W. 


DR.    PARKERS    CHINESE    HOSPITAL. 

[A  WRITER  in  the  Christian  Observer  has  furnished  a  very  satisfactory 
account  of  the  institution  over  which  Dr.  Peter  Parker,  the  bold  Ameri- 
can surgeon,  presides  with  an  increasing  success  and  reputation.  It  oc- 
curs to  us  to  inquire  what  was  effected  in  Boston  some  two  years  ago  by 
a  few  pliilanthropic  gentlemen,  who  were  disposed  to  aid  Dr.  Colledge, 
an  English  surgeon  ?  He  visited  this  city  about  that  period  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  assistance  for  the  organization  of  a  hospital  in  Canton.] 

After  visiting  several  of  the  streets  and  shops,  and  some  of  the  Hono^ 
merchants,  he,  I  called  upon  Dr.  Parker,  and  his  lady,  who  is  residing 
at  Canton  with  him.  At  his  invitation,  I  went  through  his  hospital  with 
him.  It  is  a  large  building,  given  to  him  by  Hongua,  the  chief  Hong 
merchant,  rent  free  ;  but  it  is  not  very  commodious  in  appearance  to  one 
who  has  seen  our  hospitals  at  home — though  the  best  the  place  affords. 
I  entered  a  large  room  in  which  there  were  about  seventy  Chinese  men 
and  women,  many  of  whom  had  been  operated  upon  a  day  or  two  before, 
for  diseases  of  the  eyes.  That  morning  was  not  one  of  the  regular  ad- 
mission days,  but  a  Mandarin  lady  and  a  little  girl  were  allowed  to  enter. 
The  lady  had  feet  about  as  long  as  your  thumb  (two  and  a  half  inches), 
was  well  dressed,  but  not  at  all  remarkable  for  any  attempt  at  display. 
She  was  partially  blind.  Wjjilst  the  doctor  was  speaking  to  her,  he  show- 
ed me  his  books,  wliere  he  wrote  down  her  name,  age,  sex  and  occupa- 
tion, in  Chinese  characters;  and  the  name  of  her  disease  in  the  usual 
medical  form.  He  then  wrote  a  prescription,  marking  it  with  the  num- 
ber designating  the  patient,  which  in  this  case  was  10,666,  which  he  put 
aside,  so  that  at  the  next  examination  he  could  refer  to  her  previous 
treatment. 

He  is  assisted   by  two  or  three  Chinese,  who  appear  to  have  a  good 
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deal  of  his  confidence,  having  charge  of  the  drugs,  and  the  minor  matters 
relating  to  the  patient. 

The  little  girl  came  next.  She  was  a  pretty  little  thing,  hut  was  suffer- 
ing from  abscesses  in  the  mouth,  arising  from  decayed  teeth.  Both  the 
lady  and  the  little  girl  had  their  faces  highly  painted,  to  increase  the  fair- 
ness of  tlie  complexion,  although  they  would  he  considered  white  per- 
sons anywhere.  Several  Mandarins  were  in  the  room,  who  had  likewise 
received  the  doctor's  kind  offices. 

I  accompanied  the  doctor  in  a  walk  through  the  Hospital,  and  saw 
several  of  his  patients  who  had  been  operated  on  for  cataract :  their  eyes 
were  covered  with  shades,  some  of  which  the  doctor  raised,  and  holding 
up  one,  and  then  two  fingers  before  them,  they  would  nod  and  mention 
the  number  as  he  changed  them — showing  the  entire  success  of  the  ope- 
ration ;  and  the  appearance  of  thankfulness  which  their  countenances 
and  exclamations  exhibited,  was  most  interesting. 

One  poor  fellow  had  a  large  tumor  cut  from  his  body,  just  below  his 
chest,  and  was  not  quite  recovered  when  I  saw  him.  When  we  entered 
the  room,  he  raised  his  head,  and  said,  Chinchin  (the  Chinese  expression 
for  wishing  one  well)  to  us  all,  raised  his  head,  clasped  his  hands,  and 
throughout  the  whole  time  we  were  there  (except  for  a  moment,  when  the 
doctor  touched  one  of  his  wounds  with  caustic),  his  gestures  indicated  that 
he  was  more  grateful  than  he  could  express.  Another  man  had  an  enor- 
mous bony  tumor  on  his  jaw,  which  was  to  be  a  subject  for  a  future  ope- 
ration. 1  saw  many  others,  who  were  in  the  various  stages,  from  having 
just  come  under  the  doctor's  charge,  to  a  state  of  convalescence — some  of 
whom  were  in  a  most  horrible  condition,  chiefly  occasioned  by  these  extra- 
ordinary tumors.  When  in  Philadelphia,  I  felt  rather  disposed  to  think 
the  accounts  of  Chinese  diseases  exaggerated — but  from  whati  have  seen, 
I  do  not  now  think  words  could  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  benefit  the 
Chinese  would  derive  from,  or  their  necessity  for,  good  medical  assistance. 
My  respect  for  the  doctor  and  his  benevolent  mission,  was  greatly  in- 
creased by  my  visit.  1  dined  that  day  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Parker.  The 
latter  has  been  residing  some  months  at  Canton — being  the  only  English 
lady  there.  She  told  me  no  objection  is  now  made  to  their  residing 
at  Canton  ;  but  the  curiosity  with  which  a  foreign  woman  is  regarded 
by  the  Chinese  renders  it  unpleasant  to  walk  out — a  crowd  always  col- 
lecting. She  has  received  visits  fi'om  several  of  the  Hong  merchants — 
one  of  whom  remarked  to  his  linguist,  or  interpreter,  that  she  spoke  just 
like  a  man.  The  Chinese  women,  receiving  very  little  education,  are 
not  considered  as  equals  in  intellect  to  their  husbands  ;  that  a  sensible 
remark  should  come  from  a  lady,  was  the  cause  of  the  China  gentleman's 
surprise. 


COLCHICUM   IN   GOUT. 

From  Dr.  A.  B.  Todd's  new  Work  en  Gout  and  Rheumatism, 

It  appears  to  me  that  colchicum   may  act  in  a  two-fold   manner  :  first, 
chemically,  by  producing  some  change  in  the  urinary  and  hepatic  secre- 
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tions,  both  of  which  it  tends  to  increase  in  quantity  and  alter  in  quality  ; 
and,  secondly,  it  acts  upon  the  nervous  system,  causing  more  or  less  de- 
pression, and  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  ex- 
citintT  nausea,  or  vomiting,  or  purging,  either  separately  or  together.  If 
employed  in  such  doses  as  will  produce  only  its  chemical  changes,  it  will, 
in  strong  constitutions,  most  favorably  modify  the  gouty  paroxysm,  and 
certainly  shorten  its  duration.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  produce  any  of  its 
irritant  effects,  it  is  likely  to  do  more  harm  than  good;  and  therefore  the 
dose  should  be  diminished,  or  the  medicine  abandoned,  if  nausea  or  purg- 
ino;  should  come  on  durin<r  its  administration.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
large  share  of  the  bad  repute  of  this  medicine  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
indiscriminate  and  careless  manner  in  which  it  is  often  prescribed  ;  and  1 
would  venture  to  suggest  the  following  hints  for  the  guidance  of  the  prac- 
titioner in  its  employment. 

1.  Colchicum  should  not  be  given  in   the  asthenic  form  of  gout. 

2.  Colcliicum  should  never  be  given  at  the  outset  of  a  paroxysm, 
nor  until   the  bowels  have  been  duly  acted  upon  by  mild  purgatives. 

3.  The  first  doses  of  the  medicine  should  be  very  small  ;  they  may 
be  gradually  increased. 

4.  Colchicum  should  always  be  "administered  at  first  uncombined 
with  any  other  medicine,  until  the  practitioner  has  satisfied  himself  that 
it  is  not  likely  to  disagree  with  his  patient.  And,  indeed,  there  is  always 
a  disadvantage  in  administering  this  medicine  in  combination  with  others  ; 
since  it  may  become  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  at  times,  to  determine 
what  effects  should  be  ascribed  to  the  colchicum,  and  what  to  the  other 
ingredients. 

5.  It  should  not  be  administered  so  as  to  excite  nausea,  vomiting  or 
purging.  These  effects  should  be  regarded  as  indicative  of  the  unfavora- 
ble operation  of  the  medicine. 

6.  Colchicum  may  be  regarded  as  acting  favorably  when,  under  its 
use,  the  urine  is  increased  in  quantity,  a  more  abundant  bile  is  discharg- 
ed ;  when  the  faces,  though  solid,  are  surrounded  by  mucus,  and  the  skin 
secretes  freely. 

7.  The  effects  of  colchicum  should  be  carefully  watched  ;  as,  like 
digitalis  and  other  medicines,  it  is  apt  to  accumulate  in  the  system. 

The  use  of  this  medicine  seems  chiefly  applicable  to  the  sthenic 
form  of  gout,  which  occurs  in  robust  constitutions,  and  in  the  prime  of 
life  ;  but  it  is  almost  inadmissible  in  persons  advanced  in  years,  who 
have  had  several  attacks,  and  in  whom  the  malady  would  seem  too 
deeply  rooted  to  be  influenced  by  the  temporary  administration  of  this 
remedy. 


CASES  OF   PULMONARY   EMPHYSEMA   AS   A   CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

By  John  H.  Tripe,  London. 

Case  I. — .J.  Pearson,  a^t.  29,  wine-cooper,  rather  addicted  to  drink,  short, 
but  stoutly  made,  was  first  seen  by  me  three  years  since,  when  he  was  of 


Pulmonary  Emphysema  as  a  Cause  of  Death.  421 

ail  earthy  hue,  and  complained  of  cough  and  dyspnoea,  which  had  troubled 
hiiTi  more  or  less  for  some  years,  botli  being  increased  in  winter,  but  es- 
pecially the  dyspnoea.  About  two  years  afterwards  I  again  saw  him  : 
the  dyspnoea  had  become  constant,  increased  on  exertion,  or  after  meals  ; 
palpitation,  cough,  usually  with  but  little  expectoration  ;  no  wasting  or 
oedema;  there  were  also  constant  headache,  and  frequent  giddiness ;  the 
countenance  of  a  leaden  tint  ;  the  lips  large  and  purplish  ;  lividity  of 
the  hands  and  nails  ;  and  fulness  of  the  external  jugulars,  which  did  not 
disappear  on  pressing  the  upper  part  of  the  vein.  There  were  local 
signs  of  emphysema,  bronchitis  and  dilatation,  with  hypertrophy  ol  the 
right  side  of  the  heart.  Roundness  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  thorax  ; 
sound  on  percussion  very  loud,  except  at  the  lower  part  of  the  sternum, 
where  the  dulness  was  more  marked  than  usual.  Respiratory  murmur 
scarcely  audible  ;  expiration  longer  than  inspiration  in  the  proportion  of 
about  three  out  of  five  ;  but  the  ribs  and  diaphragm  were  longer  in  per- 
forming inspiration  than  expiration  ;  the  rhonchi  sibilans,  gravid  and  mu- 
cous ;  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  varied  on  each  side,  on  the  left  being 
normal,  and  on  the  right  shorter,  sharper  and  clearer  than  natural  ;  no 
bruit.  After  a  short  time  lie  returned  to  his  employment,  and  continued 
so  with  but  little  interruption  until  the  middle  of  last  month,  when  he 
called  on  me,  at  which  time  the  dyspnoea  was  much  aggravated,  the 
lividity  increased,  the  pulse  quick,  small  and  oppressed.  On  the  2Sth, 
he  was  discovered  by  his  friends  insensible,  as  they  called  it,  in  bed.  On 
my  visit,  I  found  him  lying  on  his  back,  capable  of  being  slightly  roused  ; 
pupils  contracted,  but  sensible  ;  the  pulse  imperceptible  at  the  wrist ; 
the  heart's  action  feeble,  fluttering  and  oppressed  ;  respiration  very  diffi- 
cult, but  not  stertorous.  The  face  leaden  ;  lips  blue,  and  very  large  ;  hand 
dusky,  and  nails  livid.  A  dose  of  sether  was  administered.  In  an  hour, 
the  pulse  having  risen,  he  was  bled,  the  pulse  rising  as  the  blood  flowed  ; 
sensibility  returned,  and  he  spoke  to  those  around,  the  countenance,  lips, 
hands  and  nails  becoming  less  livid.  From  this  time  he  gradually  relaps- 
ed, all  the  symptoms  returning,  and  he  died  in  twenty-three  hours  after 
the  bleeding  ;  stimulants  having  been  administered  by  moistening  his  lips, 
for  he  resisted  any  attempt  to  introduce  them  into  his  mouth,  even  up  to 
ten  minutes  before  his  death.  K  jpost-mortem  examination  refused  in  the 
most  positive  terms. 

Case  II. — Miss  Pearson  (sister  to  the  above),  cet.  21,  of  a  leuco- 
phlegmatic  habit,  applied  to  me  on  the  3d  of  May  last,  and  gave  the 
following  history.  Slie  had  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  a  fortnight  pre- 
viously, never  having  had  any  acute  disease,  except  about  a  year  ago, 
when  she  was  confined  to  her  bed  with  fever,  and  acute  pain  of  the  left 
side.  The  present  attack  conmienced  with  cough,  dyspnoea  and  feverish- 
ness,  with  expectoration  of  a  yellowish  sputa.  On  a  local  examination, 
there  were  bronchitic  symptoms,  the  sound  on  percussion  being  unusu- 
ally loud. 

She  was  relieved,  but  not  cured,  by  the  treatment,  and  in  July  last 
again  applied,  complaining  of  constant  dyspnoea,  cough,  palpitation,  head- 
ache, Sec. ;  the  countenance  being  cadaverous,  but  not  purplish  ;  the  lips 
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rather  red  ;  the  pulse  small,  soft,  100;  the  impulse  of  the  heart  weak, 
with  local  symptoms  of  emphysema,  bronchitis,  and  slight  dilatation  of 
the  right  side,  tlie  latter  not  being  well  marked.  From  this  time  up  to 
the  end  of  September,  when  I  ceased  attending  her,  the  dyspnoea  in- 
creased, remaining  permanent  ;  agitation  of  mind,  a  full  meal,  or  any  at- 
tempt at  exercise,  increased  it  considerably,  causing  violent  fits  of  palpita- 
tion and  cough,  terminating  witli  copious  expectoration  of  frothy  and 
tliick  yellowish  fluid.  She  remained  in  this  condition  until  tlie  29th  of 
October,  when  her  brother's  death  being  communicated  to  her  rather  sud- 
denly, she  became  worse,  and  a  most  profuse  discharge  of  blood  took 
place  per  vaginain,  without  pain,  which  continuing,  Mr.  Dyte  was  sent 
for,  by  whom  she  was  attended  for  three  days  previously  to  her  death, 
which  took  place  rather  suddenly,  and  without  a  struggle,  her  mind  being 
perfectly  calm  and  collected.  After  some  troui)le,  permission  was  grant- 
ed to  examine  llie  chest,  which  was  done  by  Mr.  Dyte  and  myself. 

Old  pleuritic  adhesions  of  the  upper  lobe  of  left  lung;  both  lungs 
highly  emphysematous  throughout,  the  air-cells  being  much  dilated,  vary- 
ing in  size  from  a  millet  seed  to  that  of  a  large  filbert,  the  largest  being 
found  on  the  surface  immediately  below  the  pleura  ;  the  cellular  tissue 
was  emphysematous,  principally  taking  the  course  of  tlie  bronchial  tubes. 
But  little  blood  flowed  on  the  section  of  the  lung,  and  that  fluid  and 
black ;  the  smaller  bronchial  lubes  were  filled  with  a  yellowish  puriform 
fluid,  thick  and  tenacious,  much  resembling  the  contents  of  a  tubercular 
cavity,  without  any  albuminous  shreds ;  a  few  crude  tubercles  were  scat- 
tered through  the  left  lung,  but  no  cavities.  The  left  side  of  the  heart 
was  thin  and  pale ;  its  parietes  flaccid,  and  not  containing  any  blood  ; 
the  right  side  was  partially  filled  with  black  semi-coagulated  blood ;  the 
cavity  of  both  the  auricle  and  ventricle  larger  than  of  the  left,  and  about 
half  the  thickness  or  a  little  more  ;  the  blood  contained  in  the  large  blood- 
vessels was  black  and  fluid.  An  examination  of  the  head  was  not  allow- 
ed.— London  Medical  Gazette. 
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Natural   Ln.vgua^p— Phrenology  and  the  New   Systems  of  Philosophy. 

In  Mr.  Fowler's    lithofjraphic  symbolical   head  and  phrenolooical  chart, 

which  is  on  sale  at  the  book-stores  in  Boston,  there  is  represented  on 
each  of  the  scientific  divisions  of  the  skull,  familiar  to  phrenologists,  some 
transaction  indicative  of  the  natural  language  of  the  organ  at  that  particu- 
lar point.  For  example,  Veneration  is  represented  by  the  figure  of  a  boy 
in  the  attitude  of  respect  to  an  old  man  ;  and  further  in  the  back  ground, 
is  a  child  in  the  humble  position  of  prayer.  These  are  impressive  exhi- 
bitions of  the  function  of  this  organ.  Benevolence  presents  the  good  Sa- 
maritan.    Secretiveness  is  illustrated  by  the  picture  of  a  cat  in  the  act  of 
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catching;  a  mouse.  Destructiveness,  by  a  tiger  destroying  his  prey.  Sub- 
limity, by  a  view  of  Niagara  Falls.  Acquisitiveness,  by  a  miser  counting 
money.  Causality,  by  Newton  watching  the  falling  of  an  apple  ;  and  so. 
on,  through  the  whole  range  of  the  mental  faculties. 

Huw  phrenolegy  is  to  fare  in  the  present  rage  for  new  systems  of  men- 
tal philosophy,  cannot  readily  be  determined.  A  mighty  multitude  of 
paying  disciples  are  close  upon  the  heels  of  a  number  of  active  leaders, 
who  are  individually  ambitious  of  making  a  stir  in  the  world.  Un- 
luckily for  all  of  them,  they  have  buckled  on  the  armor  of  animal  mag- 
netism, as  the  most  convenient  machine  for  throwing  dust  into  the  eyes 
of  the  greatest  number  of  people  at  the  same  instant.  But  since  the 
trickery  of  the  thing  has  been  detected,  the  professors  of  the  new  systems 
contrive  to  skulk  behind  great  words,  which  are  used  as  fortifications 
whenever  accused  of  being  Mesmerizers  in  disguise.  One  has  discovered 
that  pathetisvi  has  the  talismanic  property  of  solving  all  problems  either  in 
the  physical  or  moral  world.  It  makes  impressible  pious  young  ladies 
sing  at  the  Masonic  Temple  with  their  eyes  shut,  and  follow  the  reverend 
but  blind  leader  like  a  subdued  spaniel.  In  fine,  it  tears  phrenology  all 
to  fritters,  for  without  treating  with  absolute  contempt  all  other  methods 
of  unravelling  the  mysterious  operations  of  the  mind,  pathetism  could  not 
have  even  a  transitorj^  existence. 

Next  comes  Neurology — and  pray  what  is  it  ?  Let  those  who  are  capa- 
ble of  defining  its  position,  do  so,  and  very  much  oblige  a  host  of  in- 
quirers, who  see  nothing  in  its  scheme  of  developments  but  animal  mag- 
netism run  mad,  whilst  phrenology,  on  which  it  had  a  feeble  hold,  gets 
treated  quite  shabbily  bv  the  new  converts. 

Subdivisions  of  animal  magnetism  into  fine  threads,  are  constantly  pre- 
sented to  wonder-struck  people,  whose  astonishment  and  credulity  bear  an 
exact  ratio  to  the  impudence  of  the  discoverer.  Just  enough  of  phrenology 
is  dragged  into  an  exhibition  to  demonstrate  the  utter  ignorance  of  all 
parties  in  the  matter,  and  hence  that  which  has  employed  the  high  powers 
of  Gall,  Spurzheim  and  Combe,  gets  shamefully  degraded  and  abused  by 
knaves  and  mountebanks. 

Happily  for  science,  there  are  men  capable  of  appreciating  truth,  and 
disengaging  it  from  the  mass  of  falsehood  and  trickery  which  is  sought  to 
be  incorporated  with  it.  Phrenology,  after  undergoing  a  variety  of  degrada- 
tions by  being  mixed  up  and  compounded  with  the  rarishow  exhibitions  of 
animal  magnetism,  will  by-and-by  be  resuscitated,  and  shine  with  its 
former  splendor  ;  and  will  one  day  have  place  with  the  exact  sciences, 
where  it  legitimately  belongs,  but  from  which  it  has  been  kept  away  by 
the  enemies  of  its  discoverers. 


Gout  in  Females. — It  would  be  interesting  and  of  some  importance  to 
ascertain  whether  females  ever  have  the  gout.  In  the  records  of  disease, 
especially  of  cases,  can  a  distinct  case  of  gout  in  a  woman  be  referred  to  ? 
We  have  no  recollection  of  having  heard  or  read  that  females  were  not 
liable  to  the  disease.  It  might  be  gratifying  to  have  the  question  dis- 
tinctly answered  at  once.  There  is  no  reason  why  females  should  not 
be  subject  to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  men,  if  they  violate  the 
laws  of  the  animal  economy.  Nor  can  we  understand  why  they  might 
not  inherit  the  gout  from   some   gouty  ancestor,  as  readily  as  their  fathers 
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or  brothers,  who    are   sometimes   the  unhappy   victims  of  an   ancestor's 
maladies  and  bodily  vices. 


A  Moiister  arrested. — Western  New  York  is  familiar  with  the  name 
of  Dr.  Beigler,  a  very  celebrated  homceopathic  pliysician.  He  resided 
some  time  in  Albany,  but  of  late  has  dwell  in  the  ciiy  of  Rochester.  He 
has  been  arrested  for  attempting  to  commit  arson,  in  order  to  defraud  an 
insurance  company  out  of  $6000.  He  attempted  to  run  away,  but  was 
taken  at  the  car  office  on  a  complaint  for  assault  and  battery  on  his  wife. 
The  lady  was  on  the  stand  five  hours,  says  the  Atlas,  and  developed  a  se- 
ries of  cruelties.  At  one  time  he  beat  her  so  badly  as  to  produce  a  mis- 
carriage ;  at  another  treated  her  so  severely,  that  to  save  her  life,  she 
consented  to  draw  up  and  sign  a  paper,  setting  forth  that  she  had  been  in 
the  habitual  practice  of  doing  wrong,  &c.,  after  wliich  she  contrived  to 
escape  from  the  house.  Beigler  is  a  German  doctor,  say  the  papers,  and 
was  married  to  Mrs.  B.  about  three  years  ago.  Some  of  the  properly, 
about  which  considerable  stir  was  made,  by  himself,  has  been  found  in 
one  of  his  own  trunks. 


Removal  of  Dropsical  Ovaria. — Mr.  Southam  has  published  some  re- 
marks in  the  London  Medical  Gazette  on  the  objections  to  this  new  surgi- 
cal operation.  With  regard  to  the  statistics  of  the  operation,  he  states 
that  previous  to  October  last  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  diseased 
ovarium  had  been  extirpated  was  19,  and  that  5  of  these  were  fatal.  He 
also  gives  a  table  of  20  cases  of  ovarian  disease,  in  which  paracentesis, 
hitherto  the  mosteffectual  palliative,  was  performed,  from  which  it  appears 
that  this  operation  prolongs  life  on  an  average  for  only  18  months  and  19 
days,  and  that  one  in  five  dies  from  the  effects  of  the  first  operation.  In 
conclusion  he  remarks,  respecting  extirpation  : 

"  The  operation  is  perfectly  justifiable  when  the  patient's  sufferings  are 
such  as  to  make  life  a  burden  to  her  ;  when  the  symptoms  of  structural 
lesion  of  any  important  organs  are  absent;  and  when  the  constitution  is 
suffering  merely  from  functional  derangement  consequent  upon  pressure 
of  the  tumor  on  the  neighboring  parts.  On  the  contrary,  it  ought  not  to 
be  attempted  when  the  well-known  characteristics  of  malignant  action  are 
present ;  when  the  tumor  is  solid,  uneven,  and  has  been  of  rapid  growth  ; 
when  the  glands  in  the  vicinity  are  enlarged,  and  hard  knots  can  be  felt 
in  different  parts  of  the  abdomen,  or  when  there  is  distinct  evidence  of 
other  organs  being  similarly  implicated.  Still  less  should  it  be  undertaken 
until  the  surgeon,  by  varied  and  repeated  examinations,  is  convinced  of 
the  existence  of  the  disease.  Nor  must  the  rules  which  direct  us  as  to  the 
propriety  of  operating  in  other  diseases,  respecting  the  condition  of  the 
sexual  organs,  and  the  fitness  of  the  patient's  constitution  to  undergo  so 
severe  an  operation,  be  overlooked.  Considering  that  extirpation  of  the 
ovary  is  still  in  its  infancy,  there  is  every  probability  that  as  our  experi- 
ence increases  it  will,  under  proper  restrictions,  prove  as  successful  as 
lithotomy.  The  surgeon  will  be  thus  enabled  to  restore  to  health  indi- 
viduals who  must  otherwise  drag  on  a  miserable  existence  for  a  con- 
siderable period.  A  o-lorious  monument  will  be  raised  to  the  healing  art 
through  the  improvement  of  surgical  knowledge  ;  and  that  boldness  of 
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surcrical  energy,  which  the  timid  were  but  too  ready  prematurely  to  con- 
demn, will  be  ultimately  sanctioned  by  an  enlightened  and  .applauding 
profession." 


Colo?iy  ofhisane  at  GheeL— Some  additional  particulars  respecting  this 
Colony,  which  was  described  in  this  Journal  a  few  weeks  since,  are  found 
in  a  subsequent  No.  of  the  London  Medical  Gazette. 

"  The  following  is  the  result  of  the  treatment,  as  far  as  the  cures  are 
concerned,  for  the  year  1S40.  On  a  total  of  678  patients  (3-53  men,  325 
women),  40  (15  men,  25  women)  were  cured." 

'•  This  number,  so  small  with  reference  to  the  numerical  quantity,  is 
enormous  as  regards  the  quality,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  of  the  pa- 
tients For  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  up  to  this  day,  with  very  tew, 
if  any  exceptions,  there  have  only  been  sent  to  Gheel  insane  persons  who 
had  previously  been  subjected  to  a  treatment  more  or  less  prolonged; 
either  in  hospitals,  or  in  their  families,  and  had  been  deemed  beyond  the 
resources  of  art,  and  declared  incurable.  I  am  well  aware  that  in  mental 
medicine  the  pro<rnosis  is  far  from  being  infallible;  but  when  a  disease 
has  existed  for  several  months,  or  even  years,  and  no  treatment  has 
succeeded  in  modifying  it,  the  prognosis  is  excessively  unfavorable,  even 
if  it  does  not  induce  us  to  give  up  all  hopes  of  recovery.  Besides  the 
circumstance  must  not  be  overlooked,  that,  among  the  patients  at  Gheel, 
there  is  a  considerable  number  of  paralytics,  epileptics,  idiots,  and  im- 
beciles, who  are  all  in  a  state  of  absolute  incurability. 

"  As  I  have  already  said,  not  more  than  two  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  colony  at  Gheel  has  received  a  certain  organization.  No  doubt  with 
time  (if  this  be  allowed' it),  this  organization  will  produce  the  fruits  there 
is  reason  to  expect  from  it,  especially  if  the  ameliorations  be  introduced  ot 
which  experience  may  subsequently  demonstrate  the  necessity." 

Hospital  for  Jews  at  Berlin.— k\  a  late  session  of  the  Municipal  Coun- 
cil of  the  Russian  Capital,  the  President  of  the  body  proposed  a  resolution 
conceived  in  these  terins :— Considering  the  liberal  aid  which  the  Jews 
of  Berlin  have  contributed  during  the  last  four  years,  to  the  different 
charities  of  the  citv,  under  the  government  of  the  Christians,  and  con- 
siderincr  that  they  have  amply  supplied  the  wants  of  their  own  poor, 
wherebv  a  great  saving  of  expense  has  resulted  to  the  people  of  Berlin, 
the  Municipal  Council  orders  that  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  be 
appropriated,  out  of  the  city's  revenues  for  the  current  year,  towards  the 
construction  of  the  hospital  which  the  Jews  of  Berlin  are  now  erecting 
for  the  poor  of  their  own  faith.  ,       .  , 

The  proposition  was  adopted  without  discussion,  and  wuh  unanimity, 
save  one  voice,  and  that  a  Jew,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Council,  and 
abstained  from  voting. 


Goitre  in  Tarfary.—'' I  observed,"  says  Lieut.  Burns,  "that  these 
mountaineers  (Huzaras),  though  some  of  them  were  living  at  elevations 
of  10,000  feet  (the  Koh  i  Baba  mountains)  were  altogether  free  from  that 
unseemly  disease,  the  goitre,  which  I  had  observed  in  the  same  range, 
the  Himalaya,  eastward  of  the   Indus,  even    below  4000  feet."  Perhaps 
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bronchocele  is  a  disease,  he  remarks,  confined  to  lesser  altitudes  ,  an  opin- 
ion held  by  many  members  of  the  faculty  of  the  first  eminence  on  the 
Continent,  as  mentioned  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Calcutta,  by  Dr.  M.  J.  Brawley,  of  the  Bengal  army.  That  gentleman, 
however,  in  his  treatise  on  the  disease,  which  is  founded  on  personal  ex- 
perience during  a  residence  in  the  mountainous  regions  of  Nipal,  adduces 
facts  that  would  lead  to  a  contrary  conclusion  regarding  its  locality — 
which  he  states  to  be  more  general  on  the  crest  of  high  mountains,  than  in 
the  valley  of  Nipal. 


Causes  of  Hcumorrhage  after  Delioery.  By  C.  W.  Lever,  in  Guy's 
Hospital  Reports. — The  author's  object  is  to  call  attention  to  two  predis- 
posing causes  of  hjEraorrhage,  which  are  not  generally  recognized  by  ob- 
stetric writers,  viz.,  diseases  of  the  spleen  and  kidneys.  In  reference  to 
the  first,  he  has  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions  :  "  1.  That  in  fe- 
males affected  with  enlargement  or  disease  of  the  spleen,  the  uterus  is 
predisposed  to  dilate,  and  therefore  admits  of  the  effusion  of  blood  into  its 
cavity.  2.  That  the  blood  so  collected  coagulates,  and  excites  considera- 
ble irritation,  as  marked  by  the  accession  of  rigors,  fever,  &c.  3.  That 
the  fever  so  produced,  in  course  of  time  (varying  in  different  cases),  as- 
sumes the  intermittent  type,  especially  when  the  patients  have  previously 
suffered  from  ague.  And  4.  That  such  intermittent  fever  is  curable  by 
the  same  remedies  that  are  successful  in  the  treatment  of  pure  and  uncom- 
plicated ague."  In  regard  to  the  second  cause,  he  believes:  "  1.  That 
labor  occurring  in  patients  affected  with  morbus  Brightii  is  generally  lin- 
gering. 2.  That  in  such  patients,  although  the  foetus  and  its  secundines 
may  be  expelled  by  the  natural  uterine  efforts,  and  the  uterus  may  for  a 
time  appear  to  contract,  yet  that  it  is  very  liable  to  become  relaxed,  and 
distended  with  blood.  3.  That  in  patients  so  affected,  peritonitis  of  a 
more  or  less  acute  character  is  prone  to  occur."  We  recommend  this  pa- 
per to  the  careful  notice  of  our  obstetric  brethren,  whose  attention  cannot 
be  too  forcibly  directed  to  the  distressing  occurrences  of  which  it  treats. — 
Brit.  ^  For.  Med.  Review. 


0)1  Painful  Affection  of  the  Breast. — In  a  memoir,  published  in  the 
"  Archives  Generales  de  Medecine,"  for  September,  Dr.  Rufz,  of  La  Mar- 
tinique, gives  several  interesting  cases  of  the  disease  above-named,  first 
clearly  described  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  under  the  name  of  "  Irritable  Tu- 
mor of  the  Breast,"  and  to  which  the  appellation  of  "  mastodynia,"  or 
neuralgia  of  the  mamma,"  is  now  generally  applied.  The  eleven  cases 
given  or  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Rufz  seem  all  to  refer  to  that  form  of  the  mala- 
dy in  which  the  neuralgic  pains  are  accompanied  by  general  or  local  in- 
duration of  the  tuammary  gland,  which,  no  doubt,  is  by  far  the  most  fre- 
quently observed.  Indeed,  it  is  questionable  whether  ulterior  observation 
will  not  show  that  the  form  of  mammary  disease  in  which  the  pains  irra- 
diate round  a  small  or  large  induration  of  the  glandular  structure  of  the 
mamma,  often  increasing  or  diminishing,  according  as  the  induration  in- 
creases or  diminishes,  and  seldom  following  the  course  of  the  thoracic 
nerves,  is  perfectly  distinct  from  that  in  which  there  is  no  induration  of  the 
mammary  gland,  but  merely  excessive  pain,  increasing  on  the  slightest 
pressure.     In  his  late  work  on  Neuralgia,  M.   Valleix   mentions   a  fact  of 
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great  importance  in  the  diagnosis  of  intercostal  neuralgia,  ^z.,  that  gene 
^allv  speaking,  pressure  is  not  painful  along  the  whole  course  of  the  nerve 
affected,  as  in  Lsi  other  neuralgia.,  but  merely  here  and  there  ;  so  t^at 
unless  this  circumstance  be  borne  in  mind,  intercostal  neuralgia  may  ol ten 
b  overlooked.  Dr.  Rufz  tested  two  of  his  cases  in  the  way  mentioned 
by  M.  Valleix,  but  did  not  find  the  local  painful  pomts  which  ongh  to 
have  existed  had  there  been  intercostal  neuralgia,  according  to  the  latter 
physician  Had,  however,  all  the  cases  in  question  been  thus  tested,  and 
Cn  to  present  'the  local  pains  along  the  course  of  the  -tercosta  n  - 
it  would  by  no  means  have  proved  that  the  mammary  ^"^'^^^ ration  was 
merely  a  symptom  of  neuralgia,  it  bemg_  quite  as  rational  to  look  upon 
these  pains  as  the  result  of  the  induration  itself.  ■   ■     ^e  ,u^ 

In  mo.t  of  the  cases  of  Dr.  Rufz  the  patients  refeiTed  the  ongin  of  the 
affection  under  which  they  labored  to  a  blow  on  the  breast,  generaly  re- 
ceived a  long  time  previously. 

Medical  Miscella^^^Z^T^^^^^^^^^  ^  ^'"Tln^^rT''^ 

Socety  will  be  held  at  Montpelier,  Vt.,  «^the  fir.n  Tuesday  of  J  nuary 
The  seventh  volume  of  the  Medical  Examiner,  edited  by  Dr.  Clvme     will 
be  commenced  early  in  January,  to  be  published  every  alternate  Saturday, 
at  three  dollars  a  year,  invariably  i"  ^^^=^"ce.-The  edi  or  of  the  St  Lou. 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  makes  a  very  proper  apology  to  his  patrons 
or  nof  having  anything   original  in   the  last   No;    the  selected  matter, 
he  srys,  being'"  as'interestin|  and  useful  to  a  large  rnajonty  «    ojir  read- 
ers, as  original  communications."-Victor  J.  Fourgeaud,  ^i-D^'^f  ^t-  Lou  s 
Mo     is   oreparin-  a   work  on  Eclecticism  in  Medicine.— On  the  secon 
Tu";  ay-  r January,  the  Windsor  County  Medical  Society,  of  Vt    w.l 
meet  at  Woodstock,  for  the  transaction  of  business.-A  young  Je  ---v^^^^ 
resuscitated  at  the  grave,  at  St.  Louis,  who  would  .^^^^  been  interred  d 
rectly  had  there  not  been  discovered,  opportunely,  signs  of  I'^^'-A  J^^^^ 
ern  paper  states  that  as  many  as  eight  hundred  cases  of  smallpox,  mostly 
of  a  m^ild  character,  have  occurred  in  Cincinnati  the  present  winter. 

"^  rnnpFs7^,T,^Ts    &c.-Dr.  Moorman's  Account  of  the  White  Sulphur 

Review  of  Dr.  Caldwell,  in  pamphlet,  have  likewise  come  to  han^ ^ 

"m  .RR.Fo  -At  Woodend,  Lunenburg  Co.,  Dr.  John  S.  Whittle,  US  Navy,  to 
MiijanePattfrson.-In  Effingham,  Me.,  Dr.  Orren  S.  Sanders,  of  Epsom  to 
M  Drusma  s!  Moore.-At  W^estbrook,  Dr.  Ellsworth  L'Hommedieu,  of  West- 
Jl-tTMiTucv  Clark  of  Saybrook.  both  revolutionary  pensioners.-In  New- 
lluZh  N  Y  ,  O. 7  Sell,  M  D.!  to  Miss  Caroline  Hddreth,  of  Boston.-In  Brad- 
bury, Me.,  Dr.  J.  D.  Watson  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  True. . 

~IhED,-ln  Boston,  Dr.  John  Randall,  67.-In  Hartford,  Conn.,  very  suddenly. 
Dr.  Charles  Greenleaf,  aged  55.  

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  en.iiiig  Dec.  23  41-Males  ^O-JXl^^f ;  JJ^I^S 

Of  cousamption,  6-di.ease  of  the  ki-lneys,  l-d,sea.e  o    the  hear  ,  Ir'^^-V.^^fV-Dle^rfsv  fever   i 
1-lung  fever,  4-«carlet  fever,  2-brain  lever,  l-^-«»l^er,  i-.nfanlile    1-c  unsy    l-pleurs>  f^^^^^ 
-angina  pecloris,  l-old   age,  2-diarrhCBa,   l-dropsy,   l-measles,  ^-d^P^y    "  •h'jhea.K  2    ^^ 
tnatic,  1-influenzk,  1-Uropsy  on  the   brain,  1-typhui  fever,  1-throat  distemper,  1-child  bed,  1 
iiiddeu,  1—cliickenpox,  1— croup,  1— unknown,  1.  „,PT«nv*"nrs   9 

Under  3  year.,  l7-between  5  and  20  vear.,  1-between  20  and  60  years,  K-oier  80  years,  y. 
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Copper  in  Organic  Tissues. — M.  Julius  Rossignon,  of  Lyons,  has  lately 
addressed  a  communication  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  on  the  presence 
of  copper  in  the  organic  tissues  of  a  great  number  of  vegetables  and  animals. 

It  is  well  known  that  MM.  Danger  and  Flandin  have  endeavored  in 
their  last  memoir  to  establish  the  non-existence  of  copper  in  the  human 
body  in  its  normal  state.  M.  Rossignon  proposes  in  his  note  to  contradict 
their  results,  and  to  confirm  the  existence  of  copper  in  the  healthy  human 
body. 

His  experiments  show  that  copper  exists  not  only  in  the  blood  and  mus- 
cular fibre  of  man,  but  in  a  great  number  of  domestic  animals,  and  in  the 
vegetables  on  which  they  feed. 

Experiments  made  on  dogs  in  1839,  showed  that  copper  existed  in  them. 
M.  Dumas  having  mentioned  in  his  lectures,  that  wheat  contains  an 
appreciable  quantity  of  copper,  which  is  absorbed  by  our  digestive  process, 
M.  Rossignon  was  induced  by  his  knowledge  of  this  fact  to  continue  his 
researches  on  the  normal  existence  of  copper  in  organized  beings,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  elementary  substances  most  used  by  man. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  results  to  which  M.  Rossignon  more  par- 
ticularly directs  our  attention. 

The  gelatine  obtained  by  the  philanthropic  process  of  the  kopital  St. 
Louis,  when  carbonized  in  a  close  vessel,  affords  0.03  of  pure  copper  in 
100  parts  of  carbon. 

The  boiled  sorrel  of  the  green-grocers  aflbrds  as  much  as  two  per  cent. 
of  the  neutral  oxalate  of  copper. 

Menier  chocolate  affords  carbon  containing  0.07  of  copper. 

Marquis  chocolate  affords  only  0.05. 

Bread  from  the  principal  bakers  in  Paris  gave  from  0.06  to  0.08  of  cop- 
per in  1000  parts  of  carbonized  bread. 

Coffee  contains  a  few  atoms  of  copper. 

Succory  affords  more. 

Madder  contains  a  considerable  quantity. 

Sugar  affords  a  carbon,  which,  when  rigorously  analyzed,  furnishes 
copper,  and  sometimes  lead. 

Barley-sugar  affords  copper. 

Fecula  sugar,  when  carbonized,  contains  as  much  as  four  per  cent,  of 
copper. 

Lastly,  M.  Rossignon  says  that  since  reading  the  memoir  of  MM.  Dan- 
ger and  Flandin,  he  has  found  very  small  but  appreciable  quantities  of 
copper  in  human  semen,  in  the  excrements  of  fowls,  in  eggs,  and  in  the 
eye  of  the  ox  completely  calcined  in  a  close  vessel. —  Gaz.  Medicale. 


Advantage  of  Medicines  in  a  Liquid  Form. — It  has  been  found  that 
fifteen  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  given  in  infusion  of  senna,  is  more 
efficacious  as  a  tonic,  notwithstanding  the  purgative  quality  of  the  mixture, 
than  twenty-four  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  administered  in  the  form  of 
pills.  Panizza  supposes  the  causes  of  this  to  be  that  the  senna,  by  pro- 
moting the  peristaltic  action  of  the  alimentary  tube,  and  augmenting  the 
secretion  of  the  bowels,  excites  the  production  of  a  fluid  adapted  perfectly 
to  dissolve  the  quinine  ;  and  that  the  quinine  in  passing  through  the  in- 
testine in  a  state  of  solution,  is  placed  in  contact  with  a  much  larger  ex- 
tent of  surface,  and  disposed  for  absorption  much  more  readily  than  if  taken 
in  a  solid  form. — Panizza^  in  L' Experience. 
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RHEUMATIC    INFLAMMATION   OF   THE    EYE. 

A    Clinical    Lecture    by    Mr.    G-uthrie.    at    the    Royal    Westminster     Ophthalmic    Hospital, 

Novenaber,  1843. 

You  have  seen,  gentlemen,  the  termination  of  the  prevalence  of  rheumatic 
inflammation  of  the  eye  ;  it  has  passed  away,  except  as  a  disease  of  casual 
occurrence,  and  as  your  attention  is  no  longer  especially  attracted  to  it,  we 
may  with  great  propriety  sum  up  our  observations  on  the  subject,  after  the 
careful  examination  we  have  just  made  of  many  of  the  cases.  There  have 
been  five  persons  treated  in  the  Hospital,  four  cases  have  occurred  to  me  in 
private  life,  and  twenty-seven  have  presented  themselves  as  out-patients. 
Three  of  the  four  cases  in  private  life  have  not  had  a  relapse;  most  of  the 
others  have  suffered  more  or  less  from  its  occurrence,  and  where  the  patients 
have  been  much  exposed,  it  has  occurred  two,  three  or  more  times,  even  af- 
terthe  eye  was  apparently  well.  All  the  cases  have  terminated,  or  are  ter- 
minating, favorably,  but  not  all  without  some  defect,  the  patients  complain- 
ing of  a  slight  deterioration  of  sight,  which  in  most  instances  has  passed 
away.  On  examining  the  eye  with  the  small  telescope,  you  perceive  it 
is  the  iris  which  has  suffered,  the  pupillary  edge  becoming  adherent  by 
points  or  processes  to  the  capsule  of  the  lens  behind,  whilst  the  fibres  of 
the  iris  also  adhere  to  each  other,  so  that  although  little  defect  may  be 
apparent  to  the  naked  eye,  the  irregularity  of  the  edge  of  the  pupil  is 
well  marked  under  the  glass  ;  and  the  portions  of  pigment  v^'hich  have 
been  detached  from  the  cornea,  may  be  distinctly  observed  when  the 
pupil  has  been  dilated  by  "belladonna.  The  defect  of  sight  depends  al- 
most always  on  the  number,  extent  and  situation  of  these  portions,  with 
respect  to  the  centre  of  the  pupil ;  and  a  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  these 
spots,  appear  in  many  cases  to  be  thinned  or  absorbed,  and  sometimes  re- 
moved with  time,  so  as  not  to  impede  the  sight,  and  the  patient  gradu- 
ally recovers  his  former  power  of  vision.  We  have  had  no  case  in  which 
both  eyes  have  been  atiected  at  the  same  time,  although  the  second,  or 
other  eye,  had  suffered  from  the  same  complaint  at  a  former  period,  show- 
ing the  prevalence  of  a  rheumatic  diathesis  in  several  of  these  persons, 
although  certainly  not  in  all,  but  which  is  more  marked  in  others  by  the' 
occurrence  of  rheumatism  in  the  joints.  I  am  not  aware,  however,  of 
anything  like  true  metastasis  from  any  one  part  to  the  eye,  nor  has  any 
22 
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distinct  alternation  of  disease  taken  place  from  the  eye  to  any  other  part ; 
nor  have  I  remarked  this  as  an  ordinary  occurrence  at  otiier  times,  al- 
though rheumatic  disease  often  exists  in  the  eye  and  in  other  parts  at  the 
same  time,  and  with  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  severity.  I  have  seen 
this  most  frequently  in  that  complaint  which  is  denominated  gonorrhceal 
rhpumatism,  but  then  the  affection  of  the  eye  is  not  purely  a  rheumatic 
sclerotitis,  or  iritis,  and  is  often  attended  by  sub-conjunctival  cellular  in- 
flamiuation,  causing  chemosis,  and  may  also  atFect  the  conjunctiva,  and 
be  attended  by  a  muco-purulenl  discharge.  In  one  case  of  catarrho- 
rheumatic  inflammation,  both  eyes  were  affected,  and  there  is  a  peculiar 
case  now  in  the  Hospital  deserving  your  best  attention  : — 

Robert  Windover,  aged  49,  of  10  Church  street,  has  had  weak  eyes 
for  some  time,  and  attended  at  the  beginning  of  this  month  (Nov.),  for 
them,  but  staid  away  in  consequence  of  rheumatism,  until  the  22d,  when 
he  again  presented  himself  with  purulent  intiammation  in  both  eyes,  the 
right  being  the  worse.  Tiie  complaint  began  the  day  before,  by  an  itch- 
ing of  the  lids,  and  a  flow  of  hot  tears,  accompanied  by  a  yellowish  dis- 
charge, which  glued  the  lids  together  during  the  night,  the  itchiness  gra- 
dually increasing  to  violent  pain,  which  prevented  sleep,  and  caused  the  up- 
per lid  to  swell.  The  next  day  (Thursday)  the  dischai'ge  was  great  and 
puriform,  the  eyelid  much  swollen,  and  he  complained  of  great  pain. 
The  chemosis  was  considerable,  although  it  did  not  encroach  on  the  cor- 
nea, the  surface  of  wliich  appeared  to  be  slightly  abraded.  Coun- 
tenance pale,  pulse  feeble;  is  accompanied  by  his  wife,  a  healthy-looking- 
woman,  who  says  he  has  lived  badly  of  late,  and  has  a  slight  discharge 
from  the  urethra,  which  he  cannot  account  for,  but  which  he  has  often 
had  before.  Has  suffered  from  several  attacks  of  rheumatism,  two  of 
which  confined  him  to  bed,  and  has  noticed  that  whenever  these  rheu- 
matic pains  came  on,  they  were  soon  followed,  with  one  exception,  by  a 
urethral  discharge.  Can  remember  having  had  seven  rlit^uniatic  attacks, 
six  limes  followed  by  urethral  discharges.  Had  a  similar  attack,  he 
thirdvs,  to  the  present,  when  at  Chatham,  and  has  had  weak  eyes  ever 
since,  but  had  not  at  that  time  any  urethral  discharge ;  has  taken  colchi- 
cum  and  turpentine  in  large  doses  for  the  cure  of  his  rheumatism,  and 
has  been  once  salivated. 

T  ordered  this  man  to  be  immediately  admitted,  because  I  was  satisfied 
he  would  lose  his  eye  if  he  remained  an  out-patient.  I  did  not  bleed 
him,  because  he  appeared  to  be  deficient  in  power,  and  that  1  thought  the 
great  local  mischief  might  be  arrested  by  local  means.  I  therefore  direct- 
ed several  drops  of  a  solulion  of  sixty  grains  of  the  ar^entum  nitratum, 
lately  dissolved  in  one  ounce  of  distilled  water,  to  be  poured  into  the 
right  or  worse  eye  at  2  o'clock,  and  to  be  repeated  at  night,  and  of  thirty 
grains  lo  the  ounce  into  the  left  eye;  four  grains  of  calomel,  and  six 
grains  of  colocynth,  to  be  given  immediately,  followed  by  a  black  dose  in 
the  morning.  To  be  put  to  bed,  and  the  eyelids  cleansed  every  hour  with 
a  solution  of  alum,  one  drachm  to  the  pint  of  water,  when  awake. 

Nov.  23. — Says  he  is  much  better  this  morning,  and  slept  tolerably 
well  ;    that  the   application   of  the   solution   gave   him  great  pain,  which 


Rheumatic  Injlammation  of  the  Eye.  431 

subsided  in  about  an  liotir,  leaving  liini  tnucii  easier:  that  the  ap- 
plication in  the  evening  had  the  same  effect ;  that  he  is  now  free  from 
pain,  and  the  eyes  less  gritty  ;  the  swelling  of  the  lid  has  diminished,  and 
the  cheaiosis  has  nearly  disappeared,  the  discharge  less  :  the  amendment 
on  the  whole  considerable.  The  purgative  medicine  has  operated  well. 
Full  diet,  and  half  a  pint  of  porter.  The  solution,  &c.,  to  be  continued, 
and  fifteen  grains  of  pnlv.  cinchona;  with  six  grains  of  sesquicarb.  of  soda 
three  times  a  day. 

Nov.  24. — Gradually  improving.  Diet  and  remedies  as  before,  with 
calomel  and  colocynih  at  night,  and  an  aperient  draught  in  the  morning. 

Nov.  25. — Improving.  The  solution  to  be  applied  oidy  once,  and  in 
the  morning,  and  the  alum  lotion,  to  be  used  with  a  syringe  ;  the  edges 
of  the  lids  to  be  kept  greased  with  ung.  cetacei  ;  sle|)t  well. 

Nov.  26. — The  strength  of  the  solution  to  be  diminished  to  ten  grains 
to  the  ounce  to  both  eyes.  The  discharge  from  the  left  eye  has  nearly 
ceased,  that  from  the  right  is  much  less ;  the  chemosis  has  entirely 
gone,  and  the  conjunctiva  of  the  ball  much  whiter  ;  cornea  clear,  iris  na- 
tural, the  conjunctiva  of  the  lids  is  thickened  from  old  disease,  and  is  very 
red,  and   from  this  part  the  discharge  proceeds. 

Nov.  27. — This  man  is  cured  of  the  severe  attack,  which  would  have 
cost  him  under  any  other  mode  of  treatment  one  eye,  in  all  probability, 
and  perhaps  both. 

You  may  call  this,  gentlemen,  a  case  of  rheumatic  inflammation,  of 
gonorrheal  inflammation,  or  of  gonorrheal  rheumatism,  or  any  thing  else 
you  please  ;  only,  gentlemen,  do  me  the  favor  to  remember  that  I  teach 
you  what  is  of  more  consequence,  viz.,  how  to  cure  it,  and  you  could  not 
have  a  more  instructive  case  for  observation,  in  a  debilitated  habit. 

Of  the  36  cases,  21  were  in  males,  15  in  females.  There  were  none 
below  20  years  of  age,  and  2  only  above  50  ;  and  of  various  trades  and 
occupations,  the  tailors  preponderating.  Eighteen  of  the  36  were  recent 
attacks,  and  18  were  cases  of  several  days'  duration,  or  in  which  relapses 
had  taken  place,  before  they  applied  here  for  advice.  In  1  case  the 
paroxysms  of  pain  came  on  in  the  morning,  and  not  at  night.  In  2  cases 
the  vessels  of  the  sclerotica,  which  penetrate  to  the  choroid  coat,  remain 
enlarged,  ready  for  evil  on  the  application  of  any  exciting  cause.  In  Mrs. 
Bridges,  who  is  in  the  Hospital,  this  is  well  seen,  and  if  the  case  is  neg- 
lected, it  will  end  first  in  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  eve,  by  which  it 
will  become  more  conical,  and  ultimately  terminate  in  a  varicose  state  of 
the  vessels,  and  glaucoma.  This  will  be  prevented  by  great  personal 
care  to  avoid  exposure,  and  the  improvement  of  the  general  health  by 
tonics,  counter-irritation,  slight  local  depletion  when  necessary,  and  the 
occasional  use  of  colchicum,  aconite  and  opium. 

In  some  of  the  recent  cases  the  cure  has  been  accomplished  in  from 
three  to  five  days,  by  means  of  cupping,  by  a  dose  of  calomel  and  colo- 
cynth,  and  an  infusion  of  senna  and  salts,  colchicum  and  aconite,  com- 
bined with  opium  when  they  began  to  act  too  sharply  on  the  bowels.  In  the 
cases  of  longer  duration,  bark  and  soda  have  been  added  with  advantage, 
after  the  other  remedies  had  diminished   the  powers  of  the  individual,  al- 
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thoui^r!)  their  effects  required  to  be  continued  for  some  days  in  a  more 
moderate  dose.  In  five  old  cases  calomel  and  opium  were  added  to  the 
colchicum  and  aconite,  until  they  affected  the  gums,  before  the  desired  re- 
lief was  obtained. 

1  have  punctured  the  cornea  in  five  cases.  In  the  first  case,  of  P. 
Dudy.  to  which  I  alluded  in  my  last  lecture,  and  whose  case  is  compfi- 
cated  with  cataract,  it  gave  relief,  and  has  been  repeated  with  advantage. 
In  two  other  cases  of  medium  standing  it  rendered  no  service,  whilst  in 
two  others  of  commencing  relapse,  it  was  of  use,  and  will  always,  I  be- 
lieve, be  found  of  use  in  all  affections  of  the  vessels  of  the  sclerotica,  in 
which  slight  inflammatory  attacks  recur  on  any  moderate  exposure  to 
cold  and  moisture,  or  indeed,  apparently  without  it.  It  acts,  I  presume, 
by  relieving  the  vessels  which  secrete  the  aqueous  humor ;  it  is  an  opera- 
tion, however,  which  alarms  people,  and  they  do  not  readily  submit  to  it 
in  private  life,  and,  as  an  accident  may  happen  to  the  capsule  of  the  lens 
if  the  pointed  instrument  is  kept  in  the  anterior  chamber  until  all  the 
fluid  is  evacuated,  I  introduce  a  small  blunt  probe  until  it  has  all  escaped, 
for  if  a  part  only  is  let  out,  very  little  good  follows  the  operation  ;  it  may 
even  do  harm,  from  the  irritation  excited  in  fixing  the  eye. 

[  have  only  casually  mentioned  the  use  of  the  belladonna,  as  I  wished 
to  reserve  the  observations  I  had  to  make  upon  it  until  the  nature  of  the 
disease  was  inore  completely  developed.  You  have  seen,  and  may  see 
in  several  cases,  that  although  all  other  traces  of  disease  have  been  re- 
moved, some  defect  remains  in  the  appearance  of  the  pupillary  edge  of 
the  iris,  in  the  motion  of  this  part,  and  on  the  surface  of  the  capsule  of 
the  lens.  It  brings  home  to  you,  then,  with  irresistible  force,  the  fact  that 
this  complaint  is  not  alone  a  rheumatic  inflammation  of  the  sclerotica,  but 
also  of  the  iris.  It  is  not  the  formidable  disease  so  graphically  depicted 
in  books  as  rheumatic  iritis,  which  you  will  very  rarely  see,  but  it  is  the' 
disease  you  will  often  see,  and  the  more  important  points  of  which  you 
ought  to  be  acquainted  with  ;  and  the  most  important  of  all  is  the  pecu- 
liar kind  of  inflammation  of  the  iris,  which,  although  little  noticed  by  a 
careless  or  casual  observer,  is  not  the  less  dangerous,  as  tending  always  tO; 
impair,  if  not  eventually  to  destroy,  the  sight. 

Belladonna,  from  the  power  it  exerts,  when  applied  externally,  of  di- 
lating the  pupil,  is  an  important  remedy,  and  if  it  could  be  applied  in 
time,  would  generally  so  far  dilate  the  pupil  as  to  cause  it  to  remain  in  its 
ordinary  state  of  dilation,  when  not  under  the  influence  of  a  strong  light. 
It  should,  therefore,  be  applied  to  the  forehead  and  brow  morning  and 
evening,  on  the  first  appearance  of  this  complaint,  and  when  this  is  sub- 
dued by  the  vigorous  measures  recommended,  and  the  use  of  the  bella- 
donna is  omitted,  the  pupil  which  nevertheless  has  formed  some  adhe- 
sions whilst  in  its  temporary  and  partly-dilated  st.^te,  will  return  to  its 
usual  and  ordinary  size,  and  vision  will  not  be  impaired.  When,  how- 
ever, the  inflammation  runs  high,  and  has  been  fairly  established,  the  bel- 
ladonna is  not  capable  of  exerting  a  dilating  influence  upon  the  iris,  not 
even  for  several  days,  and  I  have  often  thought  it  has  augmented  the  dis- 
ease, by  dragging  on  the  inflamed  part,  the  patient  complaining  so  much 
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of  an  increase  of  pain  after  each  application  as  to  object  to  its  continu- 
ance. It  should,  therefore,  be  appHed  sliortly  after  the  commencement 
of  the  attack,  or  only  alter  the  intensity  of  the  inflammation  has  been 
subdued  by  vigorous  treatment.  It  may  be  dissolved  in  tincture  of  opium, 
or  applied  with  powdered  opium  and  mercurial  ointment. 

The  relapses  are  the  most  inconvenient  to  the  patient,  and  are  often 
difficult  to  treat.  On  the  first  occurrence  of  the  disease  the  sufterer  is 
usually  in  tolerable  health,  and  possesses  considerable  power,  so  that  he 
will  bear  moderate  general  or  local  bleeding  well,  and  is  for  the  most 
part  greatly  relieved  by  a  suitable  abstraction  of  blood,  accompanied  bv 
a  brisk  mercurial  aperient,  followed  by  a  draught  of  senna,  manna  and 
salts.  In  the  first  attack  I  usually  give  the  colchicum  and  aconite  in 
water,  or  in  a  saline  draught,  and  a  dose  of  opium,  morphia,  or  the  pulv. 
ipecac,  comp.  at  night,  attending  carefully  to  the  state  of  the  skin,  and  to 
the  secretions  generally.  The  patient  should  be  kept  in  an  equable 
temperature,  and  the  diet  should  be  as  mild  and  as  simple  as  possible, 
without  meat,  or  anything  stimulating.  After  a  relapse,  when  the  powers 
of  the  individual  are  diminished,  I  add  bark  or  quinine  and  soda,  to  the 
treatment,  and  sometimes  rhubarb,  if  the  bowels  are  confined  ;  and  if 
colchicum  and  aconite  should  still  be  necessary,  they  are  then  to  be  given 
with  opium,  to  prevent  their  acting  on  the  bowels.  In  a  first  attack  there 
is  often  a  good  deal  of  kvev  and  constitutional  derangement  ;  after  a  re- 
lapse or  two,  the  constitution  is  often  but  little  implicated,  and  the  com- 
plaint would  seem  to  be  comparatively  local,  when  a  reasonably  generous 
diet  will  often  expedite  the  cure,  whilst  it  appears  also  to  be  useful  in  pre- 
venting a  return  of  the  complaint,  in  which  it  will  be  assisted  by  sarsapa- 
rilla,  with  the  iodide  of  potass.,  and  the  various  preparations  of  iion. 
The  bad  effects  of  the  disease  on  the  iris  are  not  so  rapidly  induced  in  a 
relapse,  although  the  external  appearance  of  redness  may  be  as  great  as 
in  a  first  attack  of  the  complaint.  Two  days  ago,  Mr.  Boyd,  wlio  is  in 
the  Hospital,  was  well.  Yesterday  he  suffered  a  relapse,  and  the  eye 
had  a  more  dusky-red  appearance  than  ever  ;  pulse  76,  not  strong  ;  he 
has  the  pupil  sufficiently  dilated  by  the  belladonna  ;  and  has  taken  col- 
chicum and  aconite  three  times  a  day.  I  have  ordered  him  bark  to-day, 
and  he  is  better. 

One  case  only  of  abscess  of  the  cornea  with  onyx  has  presented  itself 
since  I  gave  the  lecture  on  that  subject  I  desired  the  man  to  be  ad- 
mitted immediately,  viz.,  on  the  20th,  and  divided  the  cornea  by  a  per- 
pendicular incision,  in  the  manner  I  have  directed,  and  which  entirely  re- 
moved the  pain  ;  he  took  calomel  and  colocynth  at  night  ;  salts  in  the 
morning. — 21.  Free  from  pain,  although  has  some  feeling  of  sand  in  the 
eye;  anterior  chamber  empty;  wound  gapes  a  little,  and  the  matter 
adheres  to  the  edges.  The  eyes  to  be  bathed  with  warm  water  occa- 
sionally, and  the  pad  to  be  continued  ;  upon  middle  diet. — Nov.  24.  An- 
terior chamber  filling,  ulceration  of  the  surface  diminishing,  conjunctiva 
still  red  ;  two  grains  of  calomel  and  two  of  quinine  every  six  hours. — 27. 
Calomel  to  be  omitted  ;  anterior  chamber  full,  and  is  well,  as  regards  the 
abscess  and  the  onyx. — London  Medical  Times. 
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ICoiiiinuiiiciiteil  for  tlie  HOsCoii  iMedical  and  SurgicalJouriiiil.l 

[JortN  J.  Moorman,  M.D.,  the  well-known  resident  physician  at  the 
Wliite  Sulphur  Springs,  is  the  author  of  the  following  interesting  paper, 
which  will  be  followed  by  others,  fiom  time  to  time,  from  the  same  in- 
telligent source. — Ed.] 

The  White  Sufphtir  Springs  are  located  in  the  county  of  Greenbrier, 
Virginia,  on  Howard's  Creek,  and  on  the  immediate  confines  of  the 
*'  Great  Western  Valley,"  being  but  six  miles  west  of  the  Allegany 
chain  of  mountains  which  separates  the  waters  which  flow  into  the  Chesa- 
peak  Bay,  from  those  which  run  into  the  Gulph  of  Mexico. 

The  waters  of  the  Spring  find  their  way  into  Howard's  Creek,  two 
hundred  yards  from  their  source,  which  after  flowing  five  nnles,  empties 
them  into  Greenbrier  River.  The  Spring  is  situated  in  an  elevated  and 
beautifully  picturesque  valley,  hemmed  in  by  mountains  on  every  side. 
Kates  Mountain,  celebrated  as  the  theatre  of  the  exploits  of  a  chivalrous 
heroine  in  the  days  of  Indian  troubles,  is  in  full  view,  and  about  two  miles 
to  the  south  ; — to  the  west,  and  distant  from  one  to  two  miles,  are  the 
Greenhrier  Mountains  ;  v/h\\e  the.  towevinii,  Allegan;/,  m  all  its  grandeur 
of  length  and  height,  is  found  six  miles  to  the  north  and  east. 

This  Spring  is  in  the  midst  of  the  celebrated  "  spring  region  ;"  having 
the  "  Hot  Spring  "  thirty-five  miles  to  the  north — the  "  Sweet,"  seven- 
teen miles  to  the  east — the  "  Salt  "  and  "  Red,^'  the  one  twenty-four 
and  the  other  forty-one  miles  to  the  south — and  the  "  Blue,"  twenty- 
two  miles  to  the  west.  Its  latitude  is  about  37i  degrees  north,  and  3J 
west  lontjitude  from  VVashincrton.  Its  elevation  above  tide  water  is  two 
thousand  feet.  It  bursts  with  unusual  boldness  from  rock-lined  apertures, 
and  is  enclosed  by  marble  casements  five  feet  square  and  three  and  a  half 
feet  deep.  Its  temperature  is  62  deg.  of  Fahrenheit,  and  remains  uni- 
formly the  same  during  the  winter's  blast  and  the  summer's  heat ;  any 
apparent  variation  from  this  temperature  will  be  found,  I  think,  to  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  difference  in  therniometers,  as  repeated  trials  with 
the  same  instrument  prove  the  temperature  to  be  uniform. 

The  principal  spring  yields  about  eighteen  gallons  per  minute;  and  it 
is  a  remarkable  fact  that  this  quantity  is  not  perceptibly  increased  or  di- 
minished during  the  longest  spells  of  wet  or  dry  weather ;  while  other 
bold  springs  of  the  country  have  failed  during  the  long  droughts  of  sum- 
mer, this  has  invariably  observed  the  "  even  tenor  of  its  ways."  There  is 
no  discoloration  of  the  water  during  long  wet  spells,  or  other  evidences 
that  it  becomes  blended  with  the  common  water  perculating  through  the 
earth.  The  quantity  and  temperature  of  the  water  o(  this  Spring  being 
uniform  under  all  circumstances,  gives  a  confidence,  which  experience  in 
its  use  has  verified,  of  its  uniform  strength  and  efficiency.  The  water  is 
most  clear  and  transparent,  and  deposits  copiously,  as  it  flows  over  a 
rough  and  uneven  surface,  a  white,  and  sometimes,  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, a  red  and  black  precipitate,  composed  in  part  of  its  saline  ingre- 
dients.    Its  taste  and  smell,  fresh  at  the  Spring,  are  that  of  all  waters 
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strongly  impregnated  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas.  When  removed 
from  the  Spring  and  kept  in  an  open  vessel  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
for  this  gas  to  escape,  or,  when  it  has  been  heated  ov  frozen  for  this  pur- 
pose, it  becomes  essentially  tasteless,  and  inodorous,  and  could  scarcely 
be  distinguished,  either  by  smell  or  taste,  from  common  lime-sione  water. 
Its  cathartic  activity,  however,  is  rather  increased  than  diminished  when 
thus  insipid  and  inodorous.  It  does  not  lose  its  transparency  by  parting 
with  its  gas,  as  many  other  waters  do  ;  nor  does  it  deposit  its  salts  in 
the  slightest  degree  when  quiescent — not  even  sufficient  to  stain  a  glass 
vessel  in  which  it  may  be  kept. 

The  gas  of  this  Spring  is  speedily  fatal  to  all  animals  when  immersed, 
even  for  a  very  short  time,  in  its  waters.  Frogs,  thus  circumstanced,  sur- 
vive l)ut  a  few  moments;  fish,  in  two  minutes  after  their  immersion  in  the 
water,  manifest  entire  derangement,  with  the  greatest  distress,  and  uni- 
forml}^  die  in  less  than  three  minutes. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  early  history  of  this  celebrated  watering  place, 
especially  worthy  of  preservation.  Tradition  says  that  the  charming 
valley  in  which  it  is  situated,  was  once  a  favorite  "  hunting  ground  "  ol 
the  proud  Shmvanees,  who  then  owned  and  occupied  this  fair  region,  and 
the  numerous  ancient  graves  and  rude  implements  of  the  chase,  that  are 
found  in  various  parts  of  the  valley,  sufficiently  attest  the  truth  ol  this 
legend.  That  a  small  marsh,  originally  contiguous  lo  the  Spring,  was 
once  a  favorite  deer  and  butfalo  "  lick,"  is  well  known  to  the  oldest 
white  settlers  of  the  country  ;  and  it  is  confidently  asserted  by  some  of 
that  venerable  class  that  the  Spring  was  known  to  the  Indians  as  a 
'^medicine  water,"  and  that  since  their  migration  across  the  Ohio,  they 
have  occasionally  been  known  lo  visit  it  for  the  relief  of  rheumatic  affec- 
tions. Whether  this  legend  be  truth  or  fiction,  we  cannot  avouch  ;  au- 
thentic history,  however,  aljundanlly  testifies  to  the  reluctance  with  which 
its  ancient  owners  abandoned  this  lovely  valley  to  the  rapacious  avarice 
of  the  invading  white  man. 

During  the  year  1774,  the  proud,  but  untutored  and  ill-fated  Shaw- 
anees  being  overpowered  by  the  encroaching  colonists  from  Eastern  Vir- 
ginia, and  having  sustained,  in  October  of  that  year,  a  signal  defeat  by  the 
Colonial  troops,  at  Point  Pleasant,  were  forced  finally  to  abandon  their  coun- 
try, and  seek  shelter  and  protection  with  the  main  body  of  their  tribe  then 
liviui;  on  the  waters  of  the  great  Scioto  ;  not,  however,  until  by  frequent 
battles  and  midnight  murders,  they  had  testified  their  attachment  to  their 
ancient  hunting  grounds  and  the  graves  of  their  fathers. 

The  property  on  which   this  Spring  is  situated,  was  originally  patented 

for Carpenter,  one  of  the   earliest  pioneers    of  this  country,  and 

who  was  subsequently  killed  by  a  band  of  marauding  Indians  at  the  fort 
at  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  Creek,  near  where  the  town  of  Covington 
now  stands.  It  is  rather  a  remarkable  fact,  in  a  country  like  this, 
in  which  land  is  so  prone  to  change  owners,  that  this,  as  a  whole,  has 
never  been  bought  or  sold,  the  present  proprietor  owning  it  by  right  of 
descent  from  the  original  patentee. 

The  precise  time  at  which  this  Spring,  now  so  celebrated  among  mine- 
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ral  waters,  was  first  used  for  (he  cure  of  disease,  cannot  now  be  ascer- 
tained with  absolute  certainty.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  a  Mrs.  An- 
derson, the  wife  of  one  of  the  earHest  settlers,  was  the  first  white  person 
who  tested  its  virtues  as  a  medicine.  In  1778,  this  ladj  being  grievously 
afflicted  with  rheumatisni,  was  borne  on  a  litter,  from  her  residence,  ten  or 
fiheen  miles,  to  the  Spring,  where  a  tent  was  spread  for  her  protection  from 
the  weather  ;  and  a  "  bathing  tub  "  provided  by  felling  and  excavating  a 
huge  tree  that  grew  hard  by.  Here  she  remained  until  she  i)ad  entirely 
recovered,  drinking  the  water  from  the  fountain,  and  bathing  in  the  sul- 
pliur  water  previously  heated  in  the  trough  by  "  hot  rocks."  It  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  the  fame  of  this  cure  spread  abroad  among  the 
'•settlers,"  and  from  them  into  Eastern  Virginia,  and  among  the  few 
"spring  going  folk"  who  then  annually  visited  the  Sweet  Spring,  not 
many  miles  distant.  Accordingly,  in  1779,  and  from  that  to  178.3,  there 
were  annually  a  few  visiters  here,  who  spread  their  tents  near  the  Spring, 
no  house  having  then  been  erected,  and  with  the  rude  "  trough  "  for  a 
bathing  tub,  and  this  protection  from  the  weather,  are  reported  to  have 
spent  their  time  most  agreeably  and  profitably.  Some  of  these  primitive 
visiters  "  who  dwelt  in  tents,"  have  visited  the  Springs  of  late  years,  and 
with  pleasurable  emotions  marked  out  the  spot  where  their  tents  stood 
some  sixty  years  ago,  while  they  recounted  with  delight  the  amusements 
and  pleasures  they  then  enjoyed. 

In  1784-5  and  6,  numerous  "  Io't  cabins"  were  erected,  not  where 
any  of  the  present  buildings  stand,  but  immediately  around  the  Spring, 
not  one  of  which,  or  the  materials  which  composed  them,  is  now 
remaining. 

The  present  proprietor  of  this  property  came  into  possession  of  it  in 
the  year  1808,  but  did  not  personally  undertake  its  improvement  until 
the  summer  of  1818.  Before  this  period,  the  buildings  for  the  accom- 
modation of  visiters,  although  sufficient  for  the  numl)er  that  then  resorted 
to  the  place,  were  exceedingly  rude,  being  altogether  small  wooden  huts. 
The  interest  and  enterprise  of  the  proprietor  soon  led  him  into  a  different 
and  more  appropriate  system  of  improvement,  and  from  small  beginnings, 
he  has  gone  on,  progressing  in  the  rapid  ratio  of  demand,  until  Irom  the 
"  tent  "  accommodations  in  1779,  and  tiie  "  log  cabins  "  in  1784,  the 
place,  now  both  in  elegance  and  exient,  exhibits  the  appearance  of  a 
neat  and  flourishing  village,  affording  comfortable  and  convenient  accom- 
modation (including  the  surrounding  hotels)  lijr  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
hundred  persons. 

Analysis. — The  solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic 
inches  of  the  White  Sulphur  VVater,  when  dried  at  '212  deg.,  weighs 
65.54  grains.     This  consists  of: — 

Sulphate  of  lime  Chloride  of  calcium 
"        of  magnesia  •'       of  magnesium 

"        of  soda  "        of  sodium 

Carbonate  of  lime  Proto-sulphate  of  iron 

"  of  magnesia  Sulphate  of  alumina 
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Earthy  phosphates — a  trace  Precipitated  sulphur 

Azoti  zed  organic  matter  Iodine 

The  gaseous  matter  consists  of:  — 

Sulphuretted  hydrogen  Nitrogen 

Carbonic  acid  Oxygen 

In  subsequent  numbers  I  design  to  give  some  account  of  the  medical 
nature  and  applicability  of  this  water  to  particular  diseases,  with  some 
general  directions  and  precautions  in  its  use,  under  particular  circumstances. 

December,  1843. 


PHRENO-MAGNETISM— NO.  III. 

[Communicated  Inr  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .louriial.] 

An  important  circumstance  in  the  Mesmeric  sleep,  is,  that  all  the  mate- 
rial conditions,  by  which  sensation  is  ordinarily  attended,  are  suspended. 
It  is  not  the  bodily  sensibility  merely  that  is  destroyed,  but  the  external 
mechanical  laws,  which  act  on  it,  are  inoperative.  Not  only  the  eye  is 
blind,  but  the  person  sees  where  the  straight  lines  of  light  do  not  act. 
Not  only  is  the  ear  deaf,  but  there  are  no  vibrations  of  air  to  impart  vi- 
bratory impulses  to  it,  when  a  question  addressed  n:ientally  to  the  patient 
is  answered  by  him.  Had  either  one  of  the  mechanical  conditions  of 
sensation,  or  rather  perception,  remained,  there  might  be  a  shadow  of  rea- 
son for  modifying  the  other  and  extending  it  over  the  new  sphere  of  the 
mind's  action.  But  when  we  find  all  the  mechanical  laws  suspended, 
viz.,  the  external  impulses  and  the  internal  adaptations  to  receive  them, 
most  surely  the  natural  inference  is,  that  the  mind  perceives  by  a  new 
mode,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned.  And  as  we  find  no  reason  to  infer 
a  change  in  those  operations  of  the  mind  which  are  rev^ealed  to  us  by  con- 
scousness,  it  is  here  we  are  bound  to  look  for  the  universal  and  neces- 
sary fact  on  which  perception  dejiends.  The  physical  laws  are,  we 
should  also  infer,  arbitrary  and  contingent  ;  associated,  indeed,  with  per- 
ception, while  the  mind  maintains  its  usual  relations  to  the  external  world, 
but  having  no  e.ssential  connection  with  it. 

But  it  may  be  inquired,  if  that  energizing  of  the  agent,  which  when 
directed  to  its  intellectual  operations,  is  called  attention,  is  the  only  act 
which  precedes  perception,  how  happens  it  that  we  are  not  conscious  of 
it  in  sensation  as  in  our  other  modes  of  knowledge  ?  The  answer  to  this 
is  obvious: — In  perception,  as  contra-distinguished  from  sensation,  the 
mind  by  habit  executes  several  processes  with  such  rapidity  as  to  escape 
its  notice.  Hence,  until  the  time  of  Bishop  Berkeley,  it  was  the  prevail- 
ing opinion  that  the  eye  judged  intuitively  of  the  distance  and  magnitude 
of  objects  ;  a  knowledge  which  he  proved  must  have  been  the  result  of 
experience.  Now  as  sensation  precedes  perception,  the  mind  in  like 
manner  must  have  lost,  according  to  the  law  of  habit,  the  power  of  ob- 
serving its  acts  ;  and  would  not  be  sensible  of  it,  were  it  a  fact  that  it  al- 
ways attends  to  the  object  before  it  perceives. 
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Nor  is  it  by  any  means  inconceivable  that  this  power  of  varying 
and  fixinu;  its  attention  is  the  only  circumstance  that  separates  the  indi- 
vidual agent  (Vom  the  action  of  the  laws  of  nature.  All  the  ideas  with 
which  the  mind  is  affected  may  be  the  result  of  this  spontaneous  activity, 
in  connection  with  an  Universal  Intelligence,  at  once  the  cause  of  the 
[)hysical  laws  witliout  and  the  substance  of  mind  within,  sustaining  the 
one  and  containing  the  other ;  through  which  the  law  of  association  acts, 
transcending  the  sphere  of  individual  consciousness.  However  this  may 
be,  it  is  not  my  purpose  at  present  to  try  to  explain  it.  The  fact  that 
the  operations  purely  mental  depend  on  attention  would  seem  to  he  es- 
tablished, as  much  as  any  f.ict  in  mental  science,  if  it  be  admitted  that 
consciousness  is  in  accordance  with  it  as  far  as  it  extends.  For  it  must 
be  acknowledgt'd  that  we  sense  a  thing  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of 
attention  we  aflord  to  it;  that  we  remember,  compare,  and  judge  well, 
in  proportion  to  ihe  concentration  of  attention  on  the  objects  of  our 
thoiwhis  ;  tliit  lilt;  difference  between  the  intellectual  cliaracters  of  differ- 
ent men,  depends  on  the  relative  powers  of  attention  ;  that  when  one 
sense  is  lost  (the  sight,  for  instance),  by  attending  to  impressions  made  on 
another,  the  mind  can  almost  recover  its  loss  ;  that  in  the  vast  majority 
of  cases  of  insanity,  want  of  control,  another  name  for  varying  attention, 
is  so  obviously  tlie  leading  symptom  as  to  form  the  foundation  of  what  is 
called  the  moral  treatment.  And  if  we  add  to  these  considerations  the 
fact  that  in  natural  somnambulism  the  patient  perceives  those  things  only 
to  which  the  attention  is  directed  by  the  current  of  his  thoui^hts,  as  well 
as  the  very  striking  fact  that  in  artificial  somnambulism,  or  Mesmerism,  he 
is  obliged  to  make  an  effort  to  fix  his  attention  in  order  to  know  what  is 
required  of  him,  all  the  proof  the  subject  is  susceptible  of  is  afforded. 

The  vie.v  above  given  not  only  takes  away  all  miraculous  appearance 
from  the  phenomena  of  magnetism,  but  brings  them  within  the  bounds 
of  prol)ability.  If  it  be  admitted  that  the  individual  agent  be  bound,  by 
I  lie  conditions  of  its  ordinary  existence,  to  associate  its  p.'rceptions  with 
im[)ulses  from  without,  along  the  course  of  the  nerves  (impidses  made  in 
accordance  with  material  laws),  those  perceptions  would  necessarily  be 
limited  within  the  sphere  of  their  propagation.  Hence  we  could  only 
perceive  those  objects  of  sight,  which  are  within  the  range  of  impulses 
ol  light  propagated  in  straight  lines;  we  could  only  perceive  those  objects 
ol  hearing  which  are  within  the  range  of  sonorous  vibrations  of  the  air;  and 
so  with  the  other  senses.  But  if,  again,  the  ordinary  conditions  of  its  ac- 
tion could  by  any  means  be  suspended,  these  limitations,  we  should  na- 
turally infer,  would  be  suspended  with  them,  for  they  are  dependent  on 
the  same  material  laws,  as  the  first  conditions.  The  mind,  or  rather  the 
agent,  would  therefore  have  no  bounds  set  to  its  powers  of  perception, 
and  would  be  as  likely  to  know  what  was  said  or  done,  or  what  exists, 
in  one  place,  as  in  aiiotiier,  provided  its  attention  conid  be  conducted 
along  some  other  train  of  association  to  the  Arct  re([uired. 

The  student  of  physiology  who  derives  his  ideas  on  the  subject  from 
the  works  which  have  been  most  popular  with  the  profession  for  the  last 
fifty  years,  would   find   it  difficult  to  believe  that  the  nervous  system  of 
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man  and  animals  is  not  the  seat  of  something  less  than  an  infinite  number 
of  specific  properties,  and  that  the  great  object  of  his  favorite  science  is 
to  investigate  them.  But  if  he  would  divest  himself  of  the  prejudices 
that  must  fill  his  mind  from  the  study  of  tlie  different  experimenters,  from 
Magendie  to  Marshall  Hall,  to  say  nothing  of  the  whole  class  of  phre- 
nologists, neurologists,  &,c.,  and  examine  the  structure  and  lunctions  of 
the  nervous  system  by  the  light  of  anatomy  and  mental  philosophy,  he 
would  find  no  reason  to  infer  that  that  analogy  of  nature  which  refers  to 
one  kind  of  structure,  but  one  specific  property,  is  to  be  violated  in  the 
case  of  the  nervous,  any  more  than  in  that  of  the  muscular  or  arterial  sys- 
tem. He  would  recognize  in  the  white  nervous  structure  but  one  pro- 
perty ;  that  of  an  adapiation  to  the  reception  and  propagation  of  fine  ma- 
terial imindses  :  and  in  the  ganglionic  or  gray  matter,  whether  arranged  over 
the  surface  of  the  brain,  through  the  centre  of  the  spinal  marrow,  or  dis- 
posed in  the  form  of  knots  along  the  course  of  the  nerves,  he  would  perceive 
nothing  hut  the  intermixture  of  arterial  blood  with  the  fibres  proper,  and 
would  recognize  in  them  nothing  but  an  adaptation  to  stop  or  renew,  by 
counter-impulses,  those  propagated  along  the  nerve.  Such  counter- 
in)pulses  he  would  also  have  reason  to  infer  must  be  the  result  ol  the 
|)assage  of  the  particles  of  carbon  and  oxygen  of  the  arterial,  into  the 
carbonic  acid  of  the  venous  blood.  And  when  physiology  discloses  the 
lact  that  pressure  on  a  nerve,  or  concussion,  so  well  calculated  to  disturb 
the  propagation  of  material  impulses,  destroys  its  function  while  it  lasts  ;  and 
patliology  shows  that  important  disease  of  the  brain  may  exist  unattended 
by  pressure  without  manifestly  impairing  the  faculties,  he  must  be  slow 
to  believe  that  any  other  property,  in  reality,  belongs  to  it.  Ten  to  one 
he  would  regard  the  mind  itself  as  the  source  of  these  specific  properties  ; 
and  the  physiologist  who  employed  himself  in  hunting  over  the  cortical 
substance  of  the  brain  for  the  seat  of  Hope,  Benevolence,  Comparison, 
&.C.,  woidd  in  his  view  be  worse  set  to  work  than  he  who  should 
search  in  the  cortical  substance  of  the  kidney  for  organs  to  secrete  the 
various  constituents  of  the  urine,  or  the  different  kinds  of  calculi.  Nor 
is  the  occupation  of  those  more  elevated,  who  seek,  by  slicing  the  cere- 
bellum, to  find  the  seat  of  muscular  motion  or  the  sexual  appetite  ;  or 
who  think,  by  taking  away  tli^e  ganglia  of  the  special  senses,  they  remove 
the  fountain  head  of  instinct  or  emotion. 

These  remarks  are  not  intended  to  ridicule  or  to  undervalue  experi- 
n)ental  physiology  or  its  cultivators.  Their  labors  will  no  doubt  serve  to 
promote  the  advancement  of  knowledge,  when  duly  estimated  ;  when,  for 
instance,  they  endeavor  to  investigate  what  offices,  the  performance  of 
which  the  mind  associates  with  the  action  of  individual  nerves,  instead 
of  attributing  those  oflices  to  some  occult,  yet  specific  endowments  of  the 
nerves  themselves.  The  air  of  self-complacency  with  which  they  as- 
sume to  themselves  the  title  of  reasoners  from  facts,  par  excellence,  while 
they  reduce  all  the  phenomena  of  life  and  mind  to  the  properties  of  mat- 
ter, and  at  the  same  time  pay  no  attention  to  the  facts  that  have  been 
contributed  to  mental  philosophy  by  such  minds  as  Locke,  Berkeley, 
Reid,  Stewart,  Sic,  is  truly  imposing.     Could  this  last  class  of  facts  be 
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materialized  so  rs  to  be  cut,  pinched,  tied  or  pricked  ;  or  be  soldered  to- 
gether, and  driven  in  like  a  wedge  between  their  premises  and  conclu- 
sions, they  might  be  found  worthy  of  attention.  Becoming  sensible,  they 
would  be  estimated,  and  reasoning  from  consciousness  down  to  observa- 
tion would  be  as  highly  valued  as  reasoning  from  observation  up  to 
consciousness. 

In  my  next  communication  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  draw  a  parallel 
between  the  development  of  the  brain  in  the  several  classes  of  animals,^ 
and  the  manifestation  of  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  with  the  mtention  ot 
showincr  that  while  it  is  improper  to  speak  of  that  part  as  the  organ  ot 
the  mind,  still  it  indirectly  affords  assistance  to  it  by  counterbalancing  the 
influence  of  the  rest  of  the  nervous  system.  Compelled,  as  the  agent  is, 
to  fix  its  attention  by  physical  impulses  in  order  to  perceive,  \i  there 
were  nothing  to  disengage  it  from  the  influence  of  these  impulses  it  could 
not  withdraw  its  attention  spontaneously  in  order  to  vary  it  and  bring 
into  view  the  concomitant  circumstances,  which  in  the  mind  of  man  lorms 
the  compound  notion,  which  does  or  ought  to  control  his  volitions.  He 
would  be  wholly  under  the  influence  of  his  sensations;  or,  what  is  the 
same  thing,  of  the  propensities  with  which  his  sensations  are  associated. 
The  moiiTent  a  sensation  is  felt,  the  propensity  would  be  excited  and 
would  control  the  movements  of  the  animal.  But  if  it  be  the  law  that 
the  greater  the  impulse,  the  greater  the  effect  on  the  mind,  then  the 
large"  nervous  mass  of  the  brain  on  which  impulses  are  continually  being 
made  by  the  blood,  and  to  which  the  mind  is  insensible,  must,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, have  the  tendency  to  diminish  the  effect  of  that  from  without 
made  on  any  given  nerve.  Thus  in  proportion  as  the  brain  expands, 
the  voluntary  power  would  be  increased,  and  might  be  directed  intel- 
lectually, to  the  comparing  of  sensations  ;  and  morally,  to  the  calling  up 
of  motives  to  control  the  propensity  associated  with  any  sensation  when 
called  into  action  by  it.  Such  a  view  as  this  gives  as  a  reason  for  the 
existence  of  the  brain,  the  existence  of  the  rest  of  the  nervous  system, 
and  makes  them  both  dependent  on  the  original  law  which  embodies  mind 
with  matter,  causing  it  to  be  influenced  by  the  latter,  but  allowing  it  an 
independent  existence.  ^-  "•  ^• 

December,  1843. 


PROFESSIONAL   ETIQUETTE. 

[Communicated    for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical   Journal.) 

[The  following  synopsis  of  what  the  writer  justly  considers  to  be  the 
duties  of  physicians  to  patients  and  to  each  other,  was  drawn  up  by  a 
highly-respeclable  member  of  the  profession  in  another  State.  It  is  sub- 
mUted  to  the  faculty  generally,  with  the  intention,  on  the  part  of  the 
writer,  of  a  more  definite  disposal  of  it  in  his  own  State  hereafter.— Ed.] 
1st.  Called  to  a  patient,  believing  he  understands  the  case,  the  attend- 
ant should  prescribe  until  one  of  the  three  following  circumstances  occurs  : 
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1st,  dissatisfaction  with  the  effect  of  his  own  prescription,  when  he  should 
request  council ;  2d,  the  'patient  or  friends  wish  it,  which  he  should  ad- 
mit, or  freely  relinquish  his  charge ;  3d,  apparent  danger  of  a  fatal  termi- 
nation, which  he  should  disclose  to  the  friends,  that  they  may  avail  them- 
selves of  whatever  tliey  may  choose,  to  avoid  a  too  oft  unprofitable  and 
not  un frequently  unreasonable  reflection. 

2d.  To  his  counsel  he  should  state  the  case  and  treatment,  with  its 
effects  up  to  that  period  ;  and  if  counsel  be  called  for  the  following  pur- 
pose (as  often  it  is),  viz.,  to  direct,  he  should  follow  strictly  the  directions, 
till  dissatisfied  with  its  effects,  when  he  should  re})ort  his  opinion  to  the 
friends,  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  for  calling  counsel  again,  or 
charging  himself  with  the  responsibility  of  prescribing — always  render- 
ing a  just  and  true  account  of  his  stewardship ;  or,  2d,  to  advise  and  en- 
lighten by  the  evidence  of  his  opinion,  enforced  by  his  reasons,  leaving 
him  yet  with  such  additional  light  to  pursue  his  own  judgment;  or,  3d, 
which  is  the  more  common  way,  to  confer  and  agree  on  the  proper  course 
to  be  pursued — which  course,  as  in  the  first  instance,  he  should  strictly 
pursue,  until  dissatisfied  with  its  effects,  when  he  should,  as  in  that  in- 
stance, so  declare,  and  for  like  reasons  ;  but  if,  on  comparing  opinions, 
they  cannot  be  reconciled,  he  should  state  the  fact  to  the  friends  for  their 
decision,  and  if  they  do  not  decide,  request  further  counsel  for  that  pur- 
pose, always  yielding  to  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  patient,  or  friends, 
so  far  as  compatible  with  justice  to  the  patient  and  the  honor  of  the 
profession. 

3d.  Called  to  visit  another  physician's  patient,  he  should  attend  under 
the  following  circumstances:  1st,  if,  from  all  the  circumstances,  he 
believes  good  will  arise  from  the  consultation,  i.  e.,  if  the  attending 
physician  is  an  honorable  man,  and  has  been  notified  of  his  in- 
tended call  ;  or,  2d,  if  the  attending  physician,  from  any  cause,  cannot 
attend,  and  the  patient  needs  immediate  aid,  which  he  should  endeavor 
to  grant,  in  silence,  save  in  writing,  under  seal,  to  the  attending  physi- 
cian, but  should  not  consent  to  take  charge  of  the  patient,  until  the  at- 
tending physician  has  been  afforded  an  opportunity  for  consultation,  and 
in  no  instance,  nor  under  any  circumstances,  should  he  detract  from  his 
neighbor's  professional  character,  by  speaking  even  truths,  which  cannot 
or  are  not  likely  to  benefit  others,  to  his  injury — nor  publish  a  difference 
in  opinion,  save  by  the  unavoidable  appearance  of  difference  in  prescrip- 
tion— nor  seek  business  through  pretences  to  superior  skill,  a  knowledge 
and  use  of  empirical  remedies  or  new  "systems  "  of  practice,  but  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  his  profession,  should  he  conduct  himself  in  a  manner 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  patient,  the  peace  of  so- 
ciety, and  the  honor  of  the  profession,  irrespective  of  the  opinions  of 
those  whose  knowledge  is  necessarily  limited  and  views  oftener  incorrect 
than  otherwise.  A. 

December,  1843. 
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PREGNANCY   WITH   HYDATIDS. 

At  a  recent  meotiii"  of  the  Westminster  Medical  Society  ("savs  a  writer 
in  the  London  Lancet),  a  case  was  offered  for  consideration  by  Dr. 
Chowne  (Lancet,  page  2-26),  as  "  involving  an  important  medico-leua! 
question,"  and  considered  by  Dr.  Reid  as  "  very  vahjable,"  and  likely 
'■  seriously  to  affect  future  medical  evidence."  A  woman  gave  birth  to 
a  mass  of  uterine  hydatids,  of  five  months  growth,  and,  wonderful  to  re- 
late, the  delivery  was  attended  and  followed  by  the  ordinary  symptoms  of 
parturition.  "  Thirty-six  houis  afterwards,"  says  Dr.  C.,  "  the  labia 
were  tumid  ;  the  vagina  was  relaxed  and  flaccid  ;  the  cervix  uteri  tumid  ; 
the  OS  uteri  think,  open  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  or  more,  tumid  and  soff, 
and  giving  to  the  touch  the  sensation  of  being  fissured.  No  hydatids  re- 
mained in  it,  but  there  were  small  cogula  passing  away,  with  sanguine- 
ous-looking fluid.  The  parietes  of  the  belly  were  loose,  and  the  uterus 
was  perceptible  above  the  symphysis  pubis.  The  breasts  were  large  and 
distended,  the  areolae  elevated  and  very  brown,  the  follicles  elevated  and 
large  ;  there  was  also  milk  in  the  breast.  The  secretions  from  the  uterus 
(seven  days  after)  were  such  as  would  occur  after  labor.  The  woman, 
indeed,  in  every  essential  particular  resembled  exactly  one  in  childbed." 
We  are,  then,  called  upon  to  wonder  at  this  catalogue  of  symptoms,  bul 
should  we  not  have  been  much  more  astonished  at  their  absence?  Phy- 
siological investigations  have  proved,  beyond  doubt,  that  uterine  hydatids 
are  invariably  the  result  of  impreL'nation.  A  pregnancy  which  termi- 
nates by  the  expulsion  of  an  hydatid  mass  is,  in  its  early  stas^e,  perfectly 
normal.  At  a  certain  period,  however,  the  ovum,  or  a  particular  portion 
of  it,  becomes  diseased  ;  and  nenerally  the  chorion  or  the  placenta.  Some 
abnormal  mass  (very  frequently  hydatid)  is  the  result.  After  symptoms 
of  pregnancy  have  continued  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  symptoms  of /a- 
6or  su()ervene,  and  the  mass  is  ex|)elled.  Dr.  Chowne's  description  of 
the  morbid  product  voided  by  his  pntient  certainly  renders  the  case  plain 
enough.  "  The  mass  was  formed  of  cysts,  coagula  intermixed  with  them 
and  surrounding  them,  a  great  part  of  the  mass  being  enveloped  in  a 
membrane  resembling  decidual 

In  these  cases,  theretore,  for  the  first  few  months  after  a  successful 
sexual  connection,  the  female  is  simply,  natiu'ally,  and  healthily,  with 
child,  and,  of  course,  we  aie  by  no  means  to  be  surprised  that  she  evinces 
symptoms  of  eaiiy  pregnancy.  And  why  is  it  to  be  considered  ex- 
traordinary that  the  expulsion  of  this  blighted  ovum  should  be  attended 
by  all  the  symptoms  of  delivery  ?  It  is,  indeed,  blighted;  but  for  all 
that,  it  has  increased  more  materially  in  size  than  it  would  have  done  had 
the  life  of  the  loetus  been  preserved.  A  woman  with  hydatid  pregnancy 
is  as  large  at  the  nixlh  month  as  at  the  ninth,  and  this  is  ordinarily  a  u)ost 
valuable  point  in  the  dias[nosis.  But  during  the  ear'y  months  it  is  utterly 
impo^nble  to  distinguish  between  a  healthy  and  a  hydatid  pregnancy. 
Thus  we  cannot  wonder  very  much  that  Dr.  Chowne's  patient,  when  d'-- 
livered  of  a  "five  months'"  growth,  should  present  the  symptoms  above 
recited. 

I  cannot,  with  Dr.  Chowne  and  Dr.  Reid,  feel  surprised  that  a  lax  state 
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of  the  vagina  should  precede  the  delivery,  as  in  ordinary  parturition  •  T 
have  myself  seen  two  similar  cases,  of  course  attended  by  this  state  of 
the  soft  parts.  IMuch  less  can  I  join  Dr.  Reid  in  his  assertion  that  these 
cases  diminish  the  value  of  tlie  areola  as  a  symptom  of  pregnancy.  The 
woman,  without  doubt,  had  been  pregnant. 

1  should  answer  the  question  proposed  by  Dr.  F.  Bird,  "  Was  it  really 
milk  that  was  secreted  V^  by  assuring  him  that  it  really  was.  Dr.  Chowne 
indeed,  acknowledges  that  he  omitted  to  test  it  by  the  microscope,  but  "  it 
was  rich  and  white,  and  differed  in  its  characters  on  certain  days."  Be- 
sides, "  a  pupil  tasted  it,  and  found  it  very  agreeable."  Lastly,  the  ob- 
ject of  introducing  this  case,  however  charitable  and  humane,  namely, 
the  fear  that  a  female  discovered  to  have  these  symptoms  of  recent  de- 
livery might  be  charged  with  destroying  a  child  which  was  never  born 
might  be  met  with  the  reply,  that  such  a  case  could  never  occur  under 
the  superintendence  of  a  medical  jurist  who  knew  his  duty  ;  for  if  sum- 
moned to  examine  a  woman  having  all  these  symptoms,  he  would  not 
positively  declare  that  she  had  been  recendy  delivered  of  a  child,  but  he 
would  affirm  confidently  that  such  a  state  of  things  could  only  be  in  con- 
sequence of  previous  sexual  intercourse. 

Such  is  the  common  law  respecting  "  delivery,"  considered  in  a  medi- 
co-legal point  of  view.  "  So  far,"  says  Beck,  '•  he  can  pronounce  with 
safety,  but  if  the  question  have  a  bearing  on  the  charge  of  infanticide 
the  existence  of  the  child  should  be  proved." 
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Dislocations  and  Fractures  of  the  Joints.'''^ — It  would  be  as  unnecessary 
to  attempt  to  prove  that  this  pariicula;  work,  by  the  late  distinguished  Sir 
Aslley  Cooper,  was  one  of  value,  as  that  rain  and  dew  were  of  utility  to 
ve2:etalion.  So  universally  have  the  writings  of  that  great  man  been  cir- 
culated, that  nothing  need  be  said  to  enhance  their  value.  A  new  and 
much  improved  edition  of  "  A  Treatise  on  Dislocations  and  Fractures  of 
the  Joints^  from  the  fifth  London  edition,  comes  from  the  Philadelphia 
press  of  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard.  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publication  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  The  en- 
gravinsfs  are  exceedingly  well  executed,  and  the  typography,  and,  in  fact, 
nil  that  belongs  to  the  book,  is  in  a  finished  style.  Facing  the  title  page 
is  an  admirable  likeness  of  the  great  Enf,lish  surgeon,  from  an  orin^inal 
picture  by  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence.  Besides  availing  themselves  of  all  the 
advantages  of  the  latest  English  editions,  put  forth  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Bransby  B.  Cooper,  surgeon  at  Guy's   Hospital,  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard 

*  V  Treatise  on  Dislocations  and  Fractures  of  the  Joints.  By  Sir  Aslley  Cooper,  Ac.  &e.  A  new 
edition,  much  enlarged,  edited  by  Bransby  B.  Cooper,  Surscon  to  Guy's  Hospital.  With  additional 
oiaservations,  and  a  Memoir  of  the  Author.     Philadelphia  TLea  i  Blanchard.     1844.    8vo.    pp.499. 
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announce  the  aijreeable  intelligence  that  valuable  additional  observations 
have  been  added  from  notes  furnished  by  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  the 
long  and  well-known  professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  Harvard  Uni- 
versity. In  this  community,  and  in  fact  wherever  the  reputation  of  Dr. 
Warren  has  extended — and  where  is  he  not  known  ? — whatever  he  may 
have  furnished  will  be  considered  of  essential  consequence. 

There  are  eighteen  chapters,  with  an  appendix  containing  observations 
on  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur;  and  another  on  the  non-union  of 
fractured  bones.  Lastly,  an  appendix  to  the  American  edition,  containing, 
first,  observations  on  improved  apparatus  for  fractures  of  the  femur  ;  and, 
secondly,  incomplete  fracture. 


Water  Curing. — A  self-styled  reformer,  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  called 
doctor  in  an  advertisement  that  recently  appeared  in  a  New  York  paper, 
informs  the  public  that  he  speedily  intends  delivering  six  lectures  on 
curing  hy  water.  The  notice  proceeds  thus — "  The  doctor  has  taught  and 
practised  this  cure  for  the  last  twelve  years,  and  has  rarely  if  ever  failed 
in  a  single  instance.  He  has  performed  cures  of  a  most  wonderful  charac- 
ter, the  details  of  which  will  be  given  in  his  lectures.  For  the  purpose  of 
spreading  this  subject  as  widely  as  possible,  the  tickets  will  be  put  at  one 
dollar  for  a  course  of  six  lectures."  What  a  philanthropist  this  man  must 
be,  who  has  worked  in  all  kinds  of  harness  within  less  than  a  dozen  years, 
for  the  sole  benefit  of  poor,  miserable,  over-fed,  over-comfortable  humanity! 
He  has  entirely  taken  the  wind  out  of  Priessnitz's  sails,  by  priority  of  dis- 
covery;  and  having  failed  to  frighten  the  civilized  world  from  roast  beef 
and  wheat  bread,  into  a  diet  of  squash  custards,  turnip  pies  and  skimmed 
milk,  now  kindly  determines  to  cure  their  present  maladies — provided  he 
gets  well  paid  for  the  water.  Amongst  the  rag-fair  quacks  of  modern 
times,  there  are  some  of  more  eminence  in  imposition  than  others  :  impu- 
dence is  a  ready  passport  to  the  society  of  fools.  Where  were  those  won- 
derful miracles  by  water  effected?  Not  in  Northampton,  it  is  presumed, 
or  they  would  have  been  heard  of  before.  How  are  the  advertiser's  pow- 
ers estimated  in  the  pleasant  town  of  Northampton  ?  What  would  the 
intelligent  people  of  that  place  say  of  his  skill  in  medicine,  or  attainments 
in  biblical  literature  ? 


Ahimni,  Graduates,  &'C.,  of  Berkshire  Medical  Institution. — A  full 
and  well-arranged  catalogue  of  a  public  institution,  like  the  one  recently 
issued  at  the  Berkshire  school,  will  be  regarded  as  a  very  great  conve- 
nience. It  furnishes  the  names  of  trustees,  overseers,  faculty  and  stu- 
dents for  the  current  year,  together  with  a  list  of  the  alumni  and  honor- 
ary graduates,  from  the  creation  of  the  College  to  the  present  time.  It 
appears  that  there  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  students  attending 
the  late  coarse  of  anatomical  lectures,  which  shows  the  school  to  be  very 
flourishing. 

Thomsonian  Ho7iorary  Degrees. — From  the  Cincinnati  Botanico-Medi- 
cal  Recorder,  the  following  resolution  in  regard  to  the  conferring  of  medi- 
cal degrees,  has  been  taken.  The  editor  seems  to  combine  in  his  own 
person   the   entire   power  of  the  institution    with  which  he  is  connected — 
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saying  tve,  like  a  kinf^,  on  all  subjects  connected  with  the  operations  of  the 
College.  Perhaps  this  is  perfectly  right  and  proper,  since  he  certainly 
is  superior  to  the  great  tribe  of  which  he  is  hailed  the  grand  sachem. 
The  wonder  is,  that  a  man  of  his  attainments,  forethought  and  habitual 
prudence  in  the  management  of  ordinary  worldly  affairs,  does  not  steer 
his  ship  out  of  shoal  water,  clear  of  the  rocks  and  reefs  that  threaten  its 
security,  and  rid  himself  of  the  care  and  perplexities  of  Thomsonian  ig- 
norance, arrogance  and  infatuation.  Here  follows  the  declaration,  and  is, 
as  will  be  seen,  of  high  official  import. 

"  We  have  determined,  therefore,  to  give   diplomas, 

"  1st.  To  persons  who  have  faithfully  fulfilled  the  letter  of  the  law,  and 
paid  all  their  bills. 

"  2d.  To  those  who  have  practised  extensively  and  successfully  for 
four  years  or  more,  and  attended  one  course  of  lectures  here,  and  paid 
all  their  bills. 

"3d.  To  those  who  satisfy  us  that  they  have  acquired  the  knowledge 
contemplated  by  its  spirit,  and  paid  the  charge  for  the  risk  of  our  reputa- 
tion, and  to  remunerate  us  for  the  expense  we  have  incurred  in  obtaining 
the  charter  and  sustaining  the  institution  for  their  benefit.     Say  SIOO. 

"  4th.  We  will  give,  not  a  diploma,  but  a  certificate  that  one  is  qualified 
to  exercise  the  Thomsonian  Practice  ;  when,  by  examination,  we  find  him 
well  acquainted  with  it,  and  he  pays  us  the  price  of  a  Thomsonian 
patent— S20." 

Poisonous  Meats  and  Butter  from  the  West. — Dr.  J.  J.  Mcllhenny  ha? 
published  a  pamphlet  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  on  the  alarming  disease  called 
the  trembles,  or  milk-sickness,  which  has  swept  off'  man  and  beast  with  a 
fearful  mortality  wherever  it  has  appeared.  Dr.  Mcllhenny  says  that  he 
has  known  cases  to  occur  in  the  middle  of  winter;  but  on  inquiry  invariably 
ascertained  they  were  in  consequence  of  eating  salted  meat — "  meat  that  was 
killed  off'  pasture  and  put  away  for  family  use."  According  to  the  most 
careful  observations  of  this  gentleman,  the  trembles  begin  to  appear  in  the 
spring,  with  the  development  of  vegetation  ;  accompanies  its  growth  in 
some  sections  till  autumn,  and  only  disappears  with  the  advent  of  a  frost, 
which  locks  up  the  plants  for  a  winter's  rest.  If  beef,  for  example,  is 
killed  at  the  season  of  milk-sickness,  if  infected,  it  will  re-produce  the 
dreaded  malady  at  any  period  when  used  as  food.  This  will  explain 
the  occasional  appearance  of  solitary  cases  in  the  depths  of  winter.  Dr. 
Mcllhenny  says,  emphatically,  "  Many  cases  are,  no  doubt,  produced  in 
our  cities,  by  the  use  of  dried  meat  and  butter  which  are  there  taken  and 
sold.  I  lately  noticed  in  a  paper  published  in  New  York  city,  that  a 
number  of  persons  had  there  died  from  eating  meat,  which,  upon  exami- 
nation, was  found  to  have  been  transported  from  Ohio."  Here  is  honestly 
confessed  the  possibility  of  poisoning  the  citizens  of  the  Atlantic  cities, 
by  the  diseased  exports  of  meat  and  butter  from  districts  where  the  trem- 
bles may  have  prevailed.  This  is  a  grave  matter,  since  vast  quantities  of 
dried  beef,  venison,  fee,  besides  butter,  are  brought  to  eastern  markets, 
where  they  find  a  ready  sale.  It  devolves  upon  physicians  to  watch  the 
character  of  any  anomalous  symptoms  of  active  disease  traceable  to  any 
guch  source. 
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Homoeopathy  vs.  Poor  Lmvs. — Mr.  Newman,  one  of  Uie  surgeons  o 
the  Wells  Union,  in  England,  has  been  dismissed  from  his  office  by  thi 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  says  a  London  paper,  for  practising  homce 
opathically  among  the  sick  poor  confided  to  his  care.  The  Commission 
ers  obtained  the  opinion  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  that  a  person  prac 
tising  that  system,  exclusively,  is  altogether  unfit  to  act  as  a  medical  office 
of  the  Union.  Mr.  Newman  was  offered  permission  to  retire,  but  he  re 
fused,  and  was  therefore  removed. 


The  VpJerhiary  Medical  Association. — This  Association  held  its  eightl 
anniversary  meeting,  in  London,  on  the  13th  of  November.  Addresse 
were  read,  and  medals  and  certificates  awarded.  The  prize  subject  fol 
practitioners  for  the  ensuing  year  is.  the  description  of  "  The  minuti, 
anatomy  of  the  several  tissues  which  form  the  connecting  medium  be; 
tween  the  coffin-bone  and  the  crest — their  elasticity  or  non-elasticity  to  b' 
especially  considered  ;  together  with  the  varied  movements  resulting  fron 
that  bond  of  union,  in  the  foot  of  a  sound  adult  horse,  both  at  his  icoi'i 
and  during  rest  in  the  stable,  under  all  circumstances  of  sustaining  th< 
superincumbent  weight,  and  otherwise."  The  subject  for  the  prize  thesi 
for  students  is,  "  The  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  fauces,  and  of  th^ 
organs  of  the  voice  and  deglutition."  An  oration  was  also  delivered  b' 
Mr.  Wm.  Field,  from  which  we  copy  the  following  passage  : — 

"I  now  approach  a  portion  of  my  address  in  which  I  would  wish,  will 
every  feeling  of  diffidence,  to  intimate  to  the  learned  professors  at  the  Ve 
terinary  College  a  defect  which  I  believe  still  exists  in  that  establishmen 
— I  allude  to  the  facility  with  which  pupils  are  admitted  in  the  first  in 
stance.  If  any  young  man  present  himself  for  admission,  no  matter  hov 
ignorant  he  may  be  ;  if  he  have  never  looked  into  a  Latin  grammar,  ani 
if  he  be  a  perfect  stranger  to  the  French  tongue  ;  if  his  acquaintanc 
with  mathematics  and  with  English  literature  in  general  be  on  an  exac 
par  with  his  knowledge  of  languages  ;  in  fact,  if  his  education  have  beei 
altogether  neglected,  and  he  be  in  all  respects  as  unfit  a  candidate  for 
liberal  profession  as  can  be  well  imagined — the  doors  of  the  College  are 
notwithstanding,  opened  wide  to  receive  him,  and  he  is,  without  a  questioi 
asked,  at  once  admitted  as  a  pupil.  Now  this  I  must  regard  as  a  sai 
oversight.  It  is  a  practice  that  does  not  hold  in  the  medical  profession 
and  it  is  provided  against  by  the  laws  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  jus 
established.  Whv  should  it  be  maintained  in  ours,  more  especially  as  w 
pride  ourselves  in  being  considered  on  a  level  with  our  brother  professor 
and  practitioners  in  human  medicine,  a  position  we  cannot  expect  to  prt 
serve  in  these  enlightened  times,  if  we  disregard  the  immense  importanc 
and  advantages  of  general  education  as  a  means  of  enhancing  the  cha 
racter  of  the  veterinarian,  and  of  upholding  him  in  his  acknowledge 
sphere  of  society.  In  the  army  his  rank  is  well  known.  In  London  th 
enlightened  veterinary  surgeon  is  on  an  equality  with  the  professors  o 
other  liberal  arts.  In  country  towns  and  large  villages,  you  find  him  ih 
companion  of  the  clergyman,  the  surgeon,  the  lawyer,  and  not  unfre 
quently  the  guest  of  the  gentry  in  his  own  immediate  neighborhood 
Such  was  not  the  case  in  those  dark  ages  to  which  I  have  already  alluder 
during  the  interregnum — so  to  speak — of  the  veterinary  art,  when  th 
patient  was   handed   over  to   the  tender   mercies  of  the  ignorant  empiric 


Medical  Intelligence.  447 

who  possessed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  impudence  and  presumption  in 
abundance,  but  not  one  half  of  the  intelligence  of  the  animal  for  which  he 
was  called  upon  to  prescribe,  and  which  was  thus  left  to  the  chapter  of 
accidents  to  recover  or  otherwise,  as  chance  might  direct." 


Enormotcs  Birds  —The  Zoological  Society  met  for  the  first  lime  in  its 
new  rooms,  Hanover  square,  November  28,  Mr.  Yarrell  in  the  chair,  when- 
Professor  Owen  read  a  paper  on  the  new  genus  of  extinct  birds,  Diuorius. 
About  three  years  ago  a  femur  of  an  immense  bird  was  sent  from  New 
Zealand  to  this  country,  and  Prof.  Owen  at  that  time  staled  his  conviction 
that  it  belonged  to  a  large  bird  of  the  family  Strulhioindce.  The  atten- 
tion then  excited  induced  persons  in  New  Zealand  to  prosecute  researches 
for  more  remains  of  this  extraordinary  bird,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  was  enabled  to  procure  a  large  quantity  of  the 
bones  of  this  bird,  which  have  lately  arrived  in  this  cou'iitry.  From  these 
bones,  which  consisted  principally  of  the  femora,  tibial  and  tarsal  bones, 
with  two  of  the  pelvis,  and  several  verlebrfe,  Prof.  Owen  has  ascertained 
ihat  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  five  distinct  species  of  the  dino- 
rius.  Of  these,  the  one  first  found  is  the  largest ;  it  must  have  been  about 
ten  feet  in  length,  and  he  calls  it  Dinorius  giga^Ueus.  There  is  no  evi- 
dence that  any  of  these  birds  still  exist,  although  traditions  prevail  amongst 
the  natives  of  New  Zealand  of  some  very  formidable  bird  inhabiting  that 
locality.  From  the  staie  of  the  bones,  which  were  found  in  the  mud  of  a 
river,  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  these  birds,  like  the  dodo,  have 
only  recently  become  extinct. — London  Lancet. 

Medical  Schools  and  Students. — As  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain,  there 
are  five  hundred  students  now  attending  medical  lectures  in  New  York, 
both  schools  having  an  increase  upon  the  number  of  last  session. 

At  Philadelphia,  we  learn  that  they  have  fully  their  usual  quota. 

At  Louisville,  the  estimated  number  is  two  hundred  and  ^hy.—New 
York  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 

At  the  Boston  Medical  School,  the  number  of  students,  the  present  sea- 
son, IS  one  hundred  and  fifty-three. 


Resignation  of  a  Professorship.— Dr.  James  McClintock  has  resigned  the 
Presidency,  and  the  Professorship  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  in  Castleton 
Medical  College. 

Medical  Address.— Vr.  Archibald  M.  Welch,  of  Wethersfield,  is  to  de- 
liver an  address  to  the  candidates  for  medical  degrees  at  Yale  College,  at 
the  termination  of  the  present  course  of  lectures  ;  and  Dr.  Abner  Brown, 
of  Lowell,  Mass.,  one  of  the  candidates,  the  valedictory. 



I  To  CoRRESPo.NnK^Ts,  &c.— Dr.  Leonard's  paper  on  Chorea,  Dr.  Bodwell's 
case  of  Fracture  of  the  Wrist ;  Dr.  Reynolds's  article  on  Asthma  produced  by 
Ipecac,  together  with  several  new  publications,  will  have  attention  forthwith. 


Number  ofdeaths  In  Boston,  lor  the  week  ending  Dec.  30,  29.— Males,  12— Females,  17.    Stillborn,  J. 

3— 
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Use  of  Tobacco. — The  following  are  the  concluding  remarks  of  the  Edi- 
tor of  the  London  Lancet  upon  the  influence  of  tobacco  on  the  human 
economy.  They  are  presented  as  the  opinions  merely  of  an  intelligent 
medical  man,  and  not  as  the  undoubted  views  entertained  by  the  profes- 
sion generally. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  the  facts  that  we  already  possess  warrant  us  in  con- 
cluding that  tobacco,  used  in  moderation,  is  7wt  injurious  to  health  or  to 
life;  that  it  originates  no  peculiar  form  of  disease  ;  and  that  the  thoracic 
affections,  the  polypi,  the  cancers,  the  colics,  the  dysenteries,  tVc,  which 
Rammazini,Fourcroy,  Percy,  Merat,  and  hosts  of  other  writers,  ascribe  to 
its  use,  are  altogether  imaginary  as  offsprings  of  'the  weed.' 

"  Tobacco  appears  to  act  solely  on  the  nervous  system.  The  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea  which  it  produces  on  those  who  are  unaccustomed  to  its  use, 
or  who  take  it,  internally,  in  poisonous  doses,  are  merely  sympathetic 
symptoms.  Upon  this  view  of  the  physiological  action  of  tobacco,  its 
harmlessness  is  easily  explained.  The  brain,  becoming  habituated  to  the 
narcotic  effects  of  the  tobacco,  does  not  react  on  the  viscera,  which  con- 
tinue regularly  to  perform  their  functions,  and  health  is  preserved.  Such 
is  not  the  case  with  other  narcotic  substances,  and,  more  especially  with 
opium,  the  most  important  of  all.  The  perpetual  use  of  opium,  in,addi- 
tion  to  its  pernicious  effects  on  the  brain  itself,  disorders  the  digestive  sys- 
tem, and,  eventually,  nearly  stops  nutrition.  This,  indeed,  is  the  reason 
why  its  long-continued  employment  invariably  destroys  the  most  vigorous 
constitutions. 

Although  a  conscientious  interpretation  of  facts  thus  obliges  us  to  con- 
clude that  tobacco,  used  in  moderation,  is  not  decidedly  injurious  to  health, 
yet  we  do  not  advocate  smoking.  Putting  aside  the  preservative  influ- 
ence which  that  habit  may  eventually  be  proved  to  possess  again stcertain 
diseases,  we  must  pronounce  smoking  to  be  an  idle  amusement,  specially 
adapted  only  for  those  who,  in  the  absence  of  profitable  subjects  of  con- 
templation, are  content  to  pass  their  hours  in  the  dreamy  scrutiny  of  the 
clouds  they  create.  It  is  the  principal  occupation  of  the  vacant  Turk,  the 
indolent  oriental,  and  the  scarcely  more  intellectual  lounger  of  western 
Europe, — in  a  word,  of  those  who,  not  choosing  a  better  employment,  are 
willing  merely  to  make  smoke,  and  then  persuade  themselves  that  they 
have  really  done  'something.'  " 


Rapid  Re-union  of  Parts. — Dr.  Centofanti,  of  Pisa,  vouches  for  the 
truth  of  the  following  occurrence,  in  a  Florentine  medical  journal  : — A 
girl,  fifteen  years  old,  had  two  of  her  fingers  suddenly  chopped  off,  through 
the  first  phalanx,  and,  without  waiting  to  "  pick  up  the  pieces,"  she  ran 
to  seek  surgical  assistance.  The  surgeon  caused  immediate  search  to  be 
made  for  the  lost  members,  and  was  not  a  little  surprised  when  they  were 
presented  to  him  doubly  divided — that  is,  they  had  been  each  chopped! 
into  two  pieces,  the  hand  having,  doubtless,  been  closed  at  the  time  of  the 
accident.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  parts  were  replaced  in  their  natural 
situation  and  closely  invested  with  a  bandage.  In  a  few  days  adhesive! 
inflammation  was  found  to  have  clearly  progressed;  healing,  in  fact,  pro- 
ceeded rapidly,  and  in  the  course  of  the  next  year  it  was  stated  that  the- 
fingers  had  regained  their  original  mobility  I — Omodei's  Annali.  Univ. 
di  Med. 
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REMARKS   ON   A   PECULIAR   FORM   OF   PARALYSIS. 

By  Wimam  P.  Buel,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 

1  HAVE  met,  principally  in  dispensary  practice,  with  a  form  of  piiralysis 
1  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  described  in  books.  It  affects  the  nerves 
and  muscles  of  the  fore- arm,  the  hand,  the  thumb,  and  the  fingers  ;  pro- 
ducing loss  of  muscular  power,  and  loss  of  sensation,  partial  or  complete, 
from  the  bend  of  the  elbow  to  the  tips  of  the  fingers.  From  the  fact 
that  when  the  arm  is  extended  and  leaned  in  the  direction  of  pronation, 
the  hand  drops  powerlessly  down,  with  an  utter  inability  to  extend  it, 
the  affection  has  been  called  the  "  drop-hand." 

The  muscles  and  integuments  of  the  fore-arm,  hand  and  fingers,  re- 
ceive their  supply  of  nervous  influence  from  two  nerves — the  radial  and 
the  ulnar.  The  radial  nerve,  after  emerging  from  the  bend  of  the  arm, 
gives  off  branches  to  the  pronator  terres,  flexor  radialis,  palmaris  longus,  to 
the  llexors  of  ihe  thumb  and  fingers,  and  to  the  pronator  quadratus. 
Passing  with  the  tendons  of  the  flexor  muscles  under  the  ligament  of 
the  wrist,  it  gives  off  five  branches,  which  are  distributed  to  the  ad- 
ductor muscles  of  the  thumb,  and  to  the  radial  side  of  each  of  the 
fingers. 

The  ulnar  nerve,  after  passing  the  condyle  of  the  humerus,  goes  down 
in  connection  with  the  ulnar  artery  to  the  wrist,  where  it  divides  into  two 
branches  ;  one  of  which,  the  main  branch,  passes  into  the  palm  of  the 
hand,  while  the  other  getting  on  to  the  back  of  the  hand,  branches  over 
the  tendons,  and  is  finally  distributed  to  the  back  of  the  little  and  ring 
fingers.  The  other  branch,  passing  under  the  palmar  aponeurosis,  is 
distributed  on  the  ulnar  edge  of  the  hand,  the  outer  edge  of  the  little 
finger,  and  the  sides  of  the  little  and  ring  fingers. 

This  brief  account  of  the  nervous  distribution  will  enable  us  better  to 
understand  the  phenomena  which  occur  in  the  subjects  of  this  affection. 

The  motions  of  the  fore-arm  upon  the  arm,  depending  entirely  upon 
muscles  seated  above  the  elbow,  are  not  impaired.  The  muscles  which 
move  the  hand,  the  fingers,  and  the  thumb,  and  which  communicate  the 
various  motions  of  flexion  and  extension,  pronation  and  supination,  ab- 
duction and  adduction,  are  paralyzed,  in  some  cases  partially  ;  in  other 
cases,  the  paralysis  is  complete.  The  hand,  as  already  observed,  drops 
^3 
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helplessly  when  the  fore-arm  is  extended  and  turned  in  the  direction  of 
pronation.  The  power  of  grasping  between  the  thumb  and  fingers  is, 
in  many  cases,  entirely  lost  ;  as  also  that  of  closing  the  fingers  upon  the 
palm.  As  in  other  cases  of  paralysis,  the  flexors  predominate  over  the 
antagonist  muscles  of  extension,  and  the  fingers  are  in  a  state  of  some 
flexion. 

The  loss  of  sensation,  somewhat  enfeebled  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
fore-arm,  is  increasingly  so  as  we  pass  downwards,  until  we  reach  the 
fingers,  where  it  is  often  complete.  The  ulnar  nerve,  from  its  being  exjios- 
ed  at  the  point  where  it  passes  round  the  condyle  of  the  humerus,  being 
more  subject  to  the  cause  of  the  affection  than  the  radial,  those  parts  of 
the  fore-arm  and  hand  receiving  their  nervous  supply  from  it,  are  gene- 
rally most  affected,  sometimes  exclusively  so.  One  branch  of  the  ulnar 
nerve,  as  already  mentioned,  being  distributed  over  the  back  of  the  hand, 
to  its  uhiar  edge,  and  to  the  little  and  ring  fingers,  the  loss  of  sensa- 
tion in  these  parts  is  complete,  being  numb  and  powerless  ;  while  the 
middle  and  forefingers  and  the  thumb,  retain  the  power  of  motion  and 
sensation. 

The  cause  of  the  affection  appears,  in  all  the  cases  I  have  met  with, 
to  be  one  and  the  same,  viz.,  the  long-continued  pressure  of  the  weight 
of  the  body  upon  the  nerves  of  the  fore-arm  in  sleep.  The  subjects  of 
these  affections  tell  you  they  went  to  bed  at  night  as  well  as  usual ;  and 
when  they  awoke  in  the  morning,  they  found  the  fore-arm  and  hand 
numb  and  powerless  in  the  manner  already  described.  They  had  no 
doubt  gone  to  sleep  with  the  fore-arm  under  the  body,  and  remaining  in 
that  condition  for  several  hours,  paralysis,  the  usual  consequence  of 
continued  pressure  upon  nerves,  is  the  result.  Those  cases  1  have  met 
with,  occurred  in  hard-working  people,  whose  slumbers,  after  the  labors 
of  the  day,  are  dead  and  heavy.  In  several  instances,  I  suspected  that 
some  extra  narcotism  had  been  produced  by  libations  of  beer  and  spirits. 

Treatment. — When  I  first  met  with  these  cases  I  treated  them  by 
stimulating  frictions  along  the  track  of  tlie  nerves,  and  repeated  blisters 
on  the  palmar  surface  of  the  fore-arm.  This  treatment  was  entirely  un- 
successful, I  then  thought  of  applying  moxas.  and  this  method  was  at- 
tended with  complete  success.  The  first  case  I  met  was  ti'eated  with 
stimulating  liniments  and  blisters  for  two  or  three  weeks,  without  the 
slightest  improvement,  the  hand  and  fingers  remaining  perfectly  power- 
less. I  then  applied  a  single  moxa  on  the  facial  surface  of  tlie  fore-arm, 
and  in  a  week  the  improvement  was  obvious.  1  was  obliged,  however, 
to  apply  a  second  or  third  moxa,  before  the  cure  was  complete.  Since 
that  time  1  have  treated  four  or  five  cases,  applying  in  every  instance 
from  two  to  three  nioxas  up  and  down  the  palmar  surface  of  the  fore-arm  ; 
and  the  cure  is  generally  completed  in  from  three  to  four  weeks. 

Finding  this  method  so  successful,  1  have  tried  no  other.  I  have  been 
told  that  in  the  New  York  Hospital,  electro-puncture  has  been  used 
successfully  in  this  affection  ;  but  1  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
trying  it. 

The  form  o''  moxa  which  I  have  usrd,  is  that  of  small  bits  of  gum 
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camphor.  This  form,  as  it  is  always  at  hand,  is  rapid  in  its  application, 
and  prodncps  as  little  pain  as  any  method  of  applying  the  actual  cautery 
to  the  human  flesh,  I  prefer,  as  well  in  this  case,  as  in  others  whore  the 
remedy  is  advisahle. 

[From  the  striking  analogy  of  the  cases  above  detailed  to  certain  syrnp- 
to  lis  resulting  from  exposure  to  some  of  the  ])reparations  of  lead,  we  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  Dr.  Buel,  suggesting  a  further  inquiry;  and  to  this,  the 
following  reply  was  made. — Ed.] 

Dear  Doctor. — In  i!ie  note  you  were  kind  enough  to  send  me  this 
morning,  you  remark,  "  There  is  a  peculiar  affection,  arising  from  expo- 
sure to  the  effects  of  lea-d,  called  by  the  workmen  the  7crist-(!rop,  which 
bears  a  marked  resemblance  to  the  'peculiar  form  of  paralysis'  that 
you  describe."  "  Some  years  ago,"  you  continue,  "  cases  of  obstinate 
constipation  of  the  bowels,  accompanied  occasionally  by  paralysis  of  the 
band  and  fore-arm,  occurred  so  frequently  among  the  soldiers  of  the 
United  States  army,  from  the  use  of  white  lead  in  cleaning  their  belts 
and  gloves,  that  it  became  necessary  to  interdict  its  further  use  by  a 
general  order,  v^diich.  at  the  same  time,  substituted  pipe-clay."  "  I  have 
thought  it,"  you  add,  "worth  while  to  suggest  the  inquiry,  whether  the 
cases  you  refer  to  might  not  have  a  similar  origin." 

Thanking  you  for  your  kindness  in  making  the  suggestion,  I  would 
observe  in  reply,  that  when  I  first  met  with  the  cases  described  in  my 
communication,  I  was  myself  forcibly  struck  with  their  analogy  with 
certain  affections  produced  by  exposure  to  the  effects  of  lead  ;  and  im- 
mediately directed  my  inquiries  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  not  the 
same  origin.  1  could  not,  however,  ascertain  that  there  had  been  in  any 
such  instance,  any  exposure  to  the  effects  of  lead.  Aware  of  the  fact 
that  beer  and  cider  drawn  through  leaden  pipes,  have  sometimes  produced 
the  peculiar  symptoms  following  the  introduction  of  lead  into  the  system, 
I  was  suspicious  that  these  cases  might  have  been  thus  produced.  Fur- 
ther inquiry,  however,  did  not  confirm  my  suspicions,  but  satisfied  me 
that  they  were  unfounded. 

The  affection  I  have  described,  differs  froni  that  which  you  refer  to,  in 
one  very  important  particular.  "  Some  years  ago,"  you  remark,  "  cases 
of  obstinate  constipation  of  the  bowels,  accompanied  occasionally  by  pa- 
ralysis of  the  hand  and  fore-arm,  occ.uvved,^^  he.  In  these  cases,  and  in 
all  similar  ones,  arising  from  lead,  the  constipation  of  the  bowels  is  the 
marked  and  prominent  symptom  to  which  the  attention  of  the  practitioner 
would  primarily  be  directed.  The  cases  1  have  described,  were  unat- 
tended with  constipation,  or  indeed  with  any  other  disturbance  in  the 
general  functions  of  the  system.  The  patients,  1  believe  in  every  in- 
stance, declared  themselves  to  be  in  their  usual  health,  with  the  exception 
of  the  paralysis  of  the  hand  and  fore-arm. 

The  sudden  access  of  the  paralysis  in  my  cases,  differs  from  what 
might  be  expected  from  the  gradual  introduction  of  lead  into  the  sysiem 
in  the  manner  you  mention.  In  these  cases,  in  every  instance,  the  pa- 
tients retired  to  rest  in  their  usual  health  ;  they  waked  with  the   fore-arm 
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and  hand  paral\'7,erl.  I  tliink  tlicii  it  is  fliirly  to  be  inferred,  that  these 
cases  were  not  the  effect  of  lead. 

1st.  Because,  on  diligent  inquiry,  I  coidd  not  ascertain  that  there  had 
been  any  exposure  to  lead  in  any  shape  or  form. 

2dly.  Because  the  affection  was  unaccompanied  by  constipation  of  the 
bowels. 

3dly.  Because  tlie  attack  was  sudden,  and  not  gradual,  as  we  should 
expect  fioin  the  gradual  introduction  of  lead  into  the  system. 

4thly.  Because  in  all  the  instances,  the  affection  was  removed  by  the 
application  of  a  remedy  purely  local ;  a  result  certainly  not  to  he  ex- 
pected, supposing  it  to  have  been  produced  by  a  cause  operating  on  the 
whole  system,  as  the  poison  of  lead. 

Since  my  communication  was  sent  in,  I  have  seen  two  other  cases. 
They  differed  in  no  respect  from  the  cases  therein  described.  Both  were 
treated  by  the  application  of  camphor  moxas  to  the  palmar  surface  of  the 
fore-arm.  The  first  was  a  strong,  healthy  Irishman,  perfectly  well  in  all 
other  respects.  At  the  end  of  a  week  from  the  application  of  the  moxas, 
he  returned  without  much  improvement,  and  rather  vexed  at  finding  that 
his  arm  was  no  better  than  before,  and  that  he  had  got  in  addition  three 
sores  upon  it.  At  the  end  of  the  second  week  the  improvement  was  de- 
cided ;  and  in  another  week  the  restoration  was  complete. 

The  second  case  was  a  woman  of  very  intemperate  habits.  She  re- 
turned at  the  end  of  the  week  with,  as  usual,  but  little  improvement  in 
tliat  space  of  time.  I  have  not  seen  her  since  ;  but  I  am  confident,  from 
the  result  in  other  cases,  that  she  is  cured. — New  York  Journal  oj 
Medicine. 


THE   WAY   SOME    PERSONS   BECOME    DENTISTS. 

"  A  man  must  serve  his  time  to  every  trade 
Save  censure,  critics  are  already  mad.e." 

This  may  have  been  true  once,  but  the  poet  evidently  was  no  prophet : 
he  did  not  foresee  the  day  when  men  should  make  themselves  dentists  by 
a  simple  act  of  volition,  as  the  celebrated  Jew  physician,  who  gained 
great  reputation  in  London,  made  himself  a  doctor.  He  was  out  of 
money,  out  of  employment,  out  of  patience,  and  out  at  the  elbows — 
suddenly  he  exclaimed,  "  I  am  a  doctor ;"  his  education  was  completed, 
and  in  a  little  while  he  was  in  full  practice.  How  many  dentists  have  as 
suddenly  willed  themselves  into  business,  by  this  short-hand  method  of 
professional  induction,  we  cannot  tell. 

Fire  in  each  eye,  and  forceps  in  each  hand, 

They  swarm,  and  cheat,  and  swagger  round  the  land. 

Give  one  of  these  gentry  a  pot  of  mineral  amalgam,  and  a  few  leaves 
of  tin  foil,  and  it  will  be  strange  if  he  does  not  pick  the  pockets  of  a  neigh- 
borliood.  Yet,  after  all,  this  must  be  a  bad  business  :  people  soon  dis- 
cover that  they  are  cheated ;  practice  falls  off  as  fast  as  it  came  on,  and 
the  great  dentist,  who  makes  bad  teeth  to  be  better  than  good  ones,  and 
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fills  cavities  with  indestructible  (Coinwall)  silver  or  self-adapting  paste, 
is  obliged  to  leave  the  scene  of  his  miraculous  performances,  with  more 
despatch  than  dignity.  This  routine  of  operations  is  performed  again 
and  again,  until  there  remains  no  place  where  the  man  is  not  known,  and 
no  place  to  which  he  can  go;  those  that  know  him  best,  and  are  most 
anxious  to  see  him,  are  precisely  the  people  whom  he  desiies  with  all  his 
heart  never  to  meet  again. 

But  there  is  another  class  of  dentists,  who  must  by  no  means  be  con- 
founded with  the  vagabond  order  above  mentioned,  and  yet  wlio  are  very 
unfit  to  practise  the  surgery  of  the  mouth.  These  are  well-meaning 
people,  who,  either  from  ignorance  of  what  is  necessary  to  fit  them  for 
the  profession,  or  from  inability  to  procure  proper  instruction,  commence 
practice  with  scarcely  the  elementary  knowledge  of  the  dental  art.  They 
can  file  a  tooth,  and  perchance  extract  one.  They  can  paste  up  a  cavity, 
or  fill  a  hollow  grinder  with  tin  or  even  with  gold,  but  not  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  secure  its  preservation.  They  may  even  have  a  sufficient  idea 
of  the  business  to  insert,  in  a  bungling  way,  a  pivot  tooth.  But  beyond 
these  rude  mechanical  efforts,  they  know  nothing,  until  they  acquire  ex- 
perience by  practice — that  is  to  say,  until  they  have  committed  every 
sort  of  blunder  so  often,  and  with  such  painfiil  consequences,  as  to  make 
it  hard  for  them  to  err  in  the  same  way  again.  Of  this  kind  of  dentists 
there  are  great  numbers,  and  great  numbers  are  daily  joining  their  ranks. 

But  there  is  another  class  of  dental  surgeons,  very  different  from  those 
above  mentioned.  Tiiese  are  the  men  of  science  ;  the  men  who  under- 
stand the  great  principles  of  medical  treatment,  who  know  that  the  mouth 
is  an  integral  and  most  im()ortant  part  of  an  exquisitely  organized  whole, 
and  who  apply  the  science  of  surgery  to  this  one  part,  not  as  being  de- 
tached from  the  body,  but  as  most  closely  connected  with  it.  Few  of 
the  most  skilful  surgeons  in  the  country  could  perform,  with  excellence, 
an  ordinary  dental  operation  ;  few  could  properly  pronounce,  at  a  glance, 
upon  the  nature  and  extent  of  tlie  disease  of  the  teeth  ;  how  then  can 
an  uneducated  man  <?xpect  to  do  this?  If  the  profoundest  knowledge 
of  surgery,  and  constant  practice  in  it,  does  not  make  a  man  a  dentist ; 
if  even  the  most  skilful  surgeon  must  study  the  diseases  of  the  mouth 
and  their  treatment  as  a  speciality,  what  strange  presumption  is  it  in  an 
uneducated  man  to  undertake  the  practice  of  an  art  so  important  and  so 
difficult. 

It  must  be  repeated  until  it  obtains  the  currency  of  a  proverb,  that 
dentistry  is  a  department  of  surgery,  and  that  the  man  who  would  prac- 
tise it  properly  must  prepare  himself  by  diligent  study  and  careful  me- 
chanical operations. — American  Journal  oj  Denial  Science. 


CHOREA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  here  present  you  with  my  views  of  a  disorder,  respecting 
the  nature  and  treatment  of  which,  practitioners  are  exceedingly  at  va- 
riance.    My  observations  upon  the  subject  are  at  your  disposal. 
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Tliis  disease  derives  its  name  from  a  Greek  word  signifying  a  chorus-, 
wtiicli  formerly  accompanied  dancini;.  It  is  frequently  desiirnated  cho- 
rea Srincti  Viti.  St  Viius's  fiance,  or  the  dance  of  St.  Guy  ;*  because  the 
devotees  of  St.  Vitus  continued  dancing  so  long  thai  they  induced  symp- 
toms of  the  complaint  ;  and,  we  are  tokl,  could  only  be  cured  by  re- 
pairing to  the  chapel  -of  St.  Weit  (as  the  Germans  haVe  it)  on  the  anni- 
versary of  this  canonized  person,  where  they  danced  day  and  night,  with 
faith  that  dancing  would  cure  them. 

Chorea  attacks  children  and  young  persons  of  both  sexes  ;  females 
bein^  not  more  obnoxious  to  it  than  males,  as  has  been  stated  by  some 
writers.  I  tliink  that  children,  between  eight  and  sixteen  years  of  age, 
are  more  liable  to  sutFer  from  it  tlian  those  older  or  younger.  It  seldom 
occurs  after  puberty,  oi'  during  infancy  ;  yet  no  age  is  exempt  from  it; 
for  it  has  been  seen  in  the  infant  at  the  breast,  and  the  man  of  mature 
years. 

Chorea,  at  the  onset,  oftentimes  attacks  the  body  partially,  percepti- 
ble in  the  irregular  convulsive  muscular  movement  of  one  or  more  of  the 
extremities,  trunk  or  lace.  Risus  sardonicus,  which  is  erroneously  con- 
sidered by  some  a  separate  disease,  is,  occasionally,  the  first,  and  very 
commonly  an  attending  symptom  of  this  complaint.  At  other  times  its 
invasions  are  general,  involving  the  whole  muscular  and  nervous  systems. 
The  patient  will  have  little  or  no  control  of  the  muscles  of  the  will,  the 
power  of  speech  is  impaired,  deglutition  becomes  extremely  difficult, 
respiration  is  inipeded,  &c.  When  he  attempts  to  walk,  his  progress 
resembles  that  of  an  idiot,  and  his  gesticulations  are  like  one  intoxicated 
with  alcohol.  The  countenance  and  all  the  features  of  the  face  lose 
their  beauty  ;  the  disposition  is  dogged,  suspicious,  and  irritable.  From 
lau'diing  to  weeping,  the  temper  changes  suddenly  to  deep  anger  with- 
out a  cause. 

In  severe  cases  of  long  standing,  the  intellect  is  destroyed,  the  mon- 
arch of  the  mind  abdicates  his  office,  leaves  it  vacant,  and  fatuity  is  the 
result;  or  chorea,  if  not  cured,  may  induce  epilepsy,  paralysis,  or  the 
patient  may  die  of  marasmus. 

Most  authors  say  that  tlie  fits  are  preceded  by  rigors,  or  a  tingling 
sensation  of  the  feet  and  limbs,  that  like  cold  air  ascends  the  s|)ine.  This 
may  account  for  the  slight,  irregular  twitchings  which  implicate  a  great 
number  of  the  muscles  at  this  period.  I  am  certain  that  the  dis- 
order is  always  produced  by  some  functional  derangement.  If  the  bow- 
els are  constipated,  the  abdomen  will  be  tumid  ;  but  tumefaction  is  not 
always  an  attendant  symptom,  as  many  affirm.  Borborygmus,  occasion- 
ed by  flatulence,  may  at  the  same  time  he  noticed.  The  condition  of 
the  stomach  will  govern  the  appetite  and  render  it  variable.  In  the  fe- 
male, deranged  uterine  function  may  be  present.  The  functions  of  the 
liver  and  skin  are  many  times  involved.  Worms  are  not  symptomatic  of 
chorea,  but  may  afflict  the  patient ;  so  with  teething,  cutaneous  eruptions, 
rheumatism,  &c. — they  are  not  symptoms,  but  so  many  combining  causes 
and  accompaniments. 

*  It  was  called  the  dance  of  St.  Guy  by  the  French. 
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Opposite  opinions  are  entertained  with  regard  to  the  morbid  anatomy 
of  chorea  ;  and  appearances  after  death  are  so  varied  "  that  they  only 
prove  that  there  is  not  necessarily  any  structural  change."  Morbid 
changes  are  indeed  found  ;  but  they  chiefly  relate  to  coincidence,  rather 
than  uniform  facts.  The  physiologist  alone  may  solve  the  inquiry  ;  and 
this  solution  is  not  so  complex  a  task  as  many  would  make  it  to  be  ;  for 
when  we  understand  the  nature  of  the  malady,  we  have  learned  the  pa- 
thology of  chorea,  so  far  as  we  can  as  an  idiopathic  affection. 

General  and  nervous  debility  explain  the  phenomena  of  this  disease, 
if  we  take  into  view  those  effects  depending  upon  sympathy,  which  will 
deviate  as  patients  are  affected  in  different  instances  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
according  as  the  functions  of  the  bowels,  uterus,  skin,  stomach,  liver,  he, 
are  disturbed.  If  there  is  not  general  debility,  wliy  is  the  patient  so 
feeble  ?  If  there  is  not  nervous  debility,  why  do  nervines  act  so  benefi- 
cially upon  those  laboring  under  the  malady?  That  there  is  general  de- 
bility, no  one,  who  has  seen  chorea,  will  attempt  to  deny  ;  but  one  who 
believes  the  complaint  depends  upon  spasm,  or  that  in  its  nature  chorea 
is  a  spasmodic  disease,  may  reply  to  my  last  interrogation,  that  most 
medicines  of  the  kind  mentioned  are  antispasmodics,  and  that  they  ope- 
rate by  relieving  spasm.  My  objections  to  the  doctrine  of  spasm  are — 
first,  antispasmodics  will  not  effect  an  entire  cure,  as  they  would  if  this 
doctrine  were  correct.  Secondly,  "  In  severe  cases  the  irregular  actions 
are  never  suspended  excepling  during  sleep,  and  may  even  continue  irre- 
spective of  this  condition."  Now  it  would  be  impossible  for  spasm  to  be 
kept  up  so  long,  and  so  incessantly,  without  producing  death  ;  yet  ner- 
vous debility  might  exist,  and  life  not  be  in  jeopardy.  The  last  reason  I 
shall  now  give  in  favor  of  my  own  opinion,  is,  that  nervines  (independent 
of  their  anodyne  and  antispasmodic  qualities)  act  as  tonics  to  the  nervous 
system;  and  in  this  way  they  assist  nature  in  this,  and  similar  diseases. 

Wl)atever  tends  to  induce  debility,  or  impair  the  nervous  system,  may 
be  a  cause  of  chorea.  Hereditary  influence,  (alls,  blows  upon  the  head 
or  about  the  region  of  the  spine,  mental  anxiety,  excitement  of  any  kind, 
especially  premature  excitement  of  the  intellectual  faculties  or  sexual  de- 
sires, gross  diet,  unhealthy  air,  cold,  sedentary  occupations,  and  improper 
directions  of  the  moral  feelings,  may  become  causes.  Imitation  has  very 
little  if  any  influence  in  its  production.  Inhabitants  north  of  the  equator 
are  more  obnoxious  to  it  than  those  of  the  southern  hemisphere. 

Our  diagnosis  is  for  the  most  part  made  without  danger  of  confounding 
the  symptoms  wit'i  other  affections.  Those  who  have  seen  it  once, 
will  scaicely  fail  in  their  diagnosis  of  chorea  ;  for  each  case  has  sufficient 
chaiacteristic  marks  to  distinguish  it — as  irregular  muscular  motions,  loss 
of  |)o\ver  over  of  the  muscles  of  the  will,  general  and  nervous  debility,  &c. 

The  prognosis  is  favorable  when  it  occurs  in  the  child  otherwise 
healthy.  We  may  always  expect  to  cure  such  patients  as  have  not 
organic  diseases  established,  acting  as  excitants  and  remote  causes,  ii 
the  person  is  young,  and  the  disorder  not  of  long  duration.  When  it 
attacks  adults,  there  will  be  much  doubt  of  making  any  complete  cures. 
Chorea  scarcely  ever  proves  fatal. 
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Treatment. — Many  writers  insist  upon  bloodletting  in  chorea  ;  but  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  the  malady,  1  am  led  to  think  that  the  lancet  is  not 
indicated,  and  consequently  would  prove  injurious,  unless  visceral  inflam- 
mation exist.  Should  there  he  determination  of  blood  to  any  important 
part,  to  the  head,  for  example,  cups  or  leeches  may  be  applied  with  ad- 
vantage. Nervous  agitation  may  cause  a  quick  pulse,  and  perhaps 
render  it  full.  Such  a  pulse,  in  disorders  not  of  the  irritable  kind,  would 
stimulate  me  to  employ  venesection  ;  but  in  the  present  instance,  1  should 
rely  upon  the  tine,  sanguinariai  for  its  sedative  influence  over  the  circula- 
tion, and  also  for  its  nervine  and  alterative  virtues,  which  will  be  service- 
able, as  I  shall  presently  endeavor  to  show. 

The  practice  of  purging,  which  is  so  earnestly  enjoined  upon  us  by 
several  writers,  and  particularly  by  Dr.  Hamilton,  I  cannot  approve;  be- 
cause I  have  known  bad  cases  recover  without  it,  and  because  I  have 
found  it  of  service  only  in  unloading  the  bowels  when  constipated  ;  when 
this  is  the  case,  we  cannot  do  without  it.  Mild  cathartics  may  gene- 
rally be  trusted  for  this  purpose;  but  when  we  wish  to  procure  the  dis- 
charge of  indurated  and  fetid  faces,  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  em- 
ploy the  more  drastic  of  these  remedies.  Gentle  laxatives  may  be  ad- 
ministered every  day  or  two  during  the  first  stage  of  chorea,  and  their 
use  may  be  prolonged  if  costiveness  prevails,  unless  great  debility  comes 
on,  in  which  instance  we  may  have  recourse  to  tepid  water  enemata. 

Emetics  can  only  be  useful  in  evacuating  the  stomach  of  fgul  matter 
or  acidity  which  may  be  there;  or,  perhaps,  by  rousing  that  organ  into 
action,  secondarily  imparting  a  shock  to  the  system,  which  may  do  much 
in  aiding  nature  to  re-lake  her  desolate  castle.  When  there  is  acidity  of 
the  stomach  after  giving  an  emetic,  those  agents  denominated  antacids 
will  be  likely  to  do  much  good.  1  like  the  following  combinations  : — 
Mag.  calc,  §  ss. ;  sub-carb.  pot.,  p.  ipecac,  p.  zing,  aa  3j.  Dose,  a 
teaspoonful  every  six  hours.  Or,  subcarb.  sod.,  sacc.  albi,  aa  5  ij.  ;  aqu. 
cinnarno.  §  v.  M.  Dose,  a  tablespooiiful  every  (bur  hours.  When 
there  is  pyrosis,  spt.  ammo,  or  creosote,  may  be  tried.  For  flatulence, 
gm.  camph.  or  sulph.  eth.  may  be  given. 

We  can  bring  in  the  milder  mercurials  for  their  deobstruent  virtues 
with  advantage  when  the  functions  of  tlie  liver  and  skin  are  impeded.  A 
few  grains  of  the  protochlo.  hyd.  or  the  blue  mass  may  be  given  at  night, 
and  followed  at  morning  by  a  mild  laxative.  In  chorea  alterative  reme- 
dies are  often  demanded,  and  we  can  seldom  do  better  than  to  give  a 
trial  to  some  of  those  now  under  consideration  ;  should  these,  howevei', 
disappoint  our  expectations,  we  may  resort  to  others — as  some  of  the 
preparations  of  iodine,  the  extracli  taraxaci,  or  the  sanguinaria  that  has 
already  been  alluded  to.  We  shall  rarely  have  cause  to  produce  ptya- 
lism  in  treating  this  disease  ;  on  the  other  hand,  we  must  (as  a  rule) 
sedulously  avoid  it. 

Diaphoretics  will  be  called  for  in  the  majority  of  cases,  as  the  skin  is 
generally  dry,  and  perspiration  mostly  checked.  In  irritable  disorders 
we  shall  do  well  to  keep  up  constant  diaphoresis;  when  we  can  do  this 
easily  in  chorea,  we  may  hail  it  as  a  happy  prognostic.     To  this  end  we 
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may  give  p,  nit.  pot.,  3  j. ;  tart,  antiin.,  gr.  j.  ;  pil.  hydr.,  gr.  vi.  ;  siilph. 
morph.,  gr.  jss.  M.  Ft.  pil.  vj.  One  to  be  given  every  six  hours. 
Or.  spts.  nit.  dulc.  §j.  ;  vin  antim.  tart.,  3  ij.  M.,  and  let  there  be 
taken  a  teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 

As  the  urine  is  often  scanty,  turbid,  or  dark,  much  good  may  be  de- 
rived from  diuretics.  The  following  is  one  of  the  best  diuretic  prescrip- 
tions— calomelanos,  p.  scill.,  aa  gr.  xij,  ;  sulph.  quiniae,  gr.  xv.  M.  et 
div.  in  chart,  x.     One  powder  to  be  taken  once  in  four  hours. 

If  we  suspect  the  presence  of  worms,  we  must  lake  measures  to  re- 
move them.  In  lumbrici  the  most  certain  vermifuges  are  calomel  and  the 
spirit  of  turpentine  ;  either  may  be  given  in  conjunction  with  oleum  ncini. 
1  should  never  give  spigelia  in  chorea,  as  I  should  choose  to  avoid  its 
well-known  violence  upon  the  patient.  In  ascarides,  five  or  six  grains  of 
calomel  may  be  taken  at  bed-time,  and  in  the  morning  some  aloetic  ca- 
thartic preparation  may  follow  ;  or  enemata  of  campliora3  and  olei  oliva- 
rum  may  be  freely  thrown  up  the  rectum  for  a  few  successive  days.  For 
tenia  the  spirit  of  turpentine  is  recommended  in  doses  of  |  ss.  to  §  ij. 
daily,  taken  in  honey.  The  spirit  of  turpentine  may  possibly  be  service- 
able in  recalling  the  muscular  system  from  its  lethargy,  and  thus  impart  to 
it  the  primun  mobile  of  normal  action. 

We  are  to  treat  uterine,  and,  in  shovi,  all  functional  derangement,  upon 
general  princi|)les. 

After  getting  our  patient  in  a  suitable  condition — that  is,  when  we 
have  corrected  the  deranged  functions — we  are  to  administer  tonics  freely. 
And  of  the  most  appropriate  of  these,  are  the  sulph.  quini.,  tine,  ferri 
chlo.  and  myrrhse.  Here,  too,  we  may  employ  counter-irritants  and  blis- 
ters. These  I  think  are  among  our  most  effectual  means  for  treating 
chorea.  I  had  a  patient  last  spring,  a  girl  10  years  of  age,  who  had 
entirely  lost  the  use  of  her  right  arm.  She  could  not  walk,  and  she  ap- 
peared like  an  idiot.  I  applied  a  narrow  blister  to  the  whole  length  of 
the  spine,  and  one  to  the  affected  arm ;  for  a  few  days  sustained  their 
action  with  the  turpentine  liniment.  In  a  very  short  time  from  this,  she 
walked  tolerably  well,  and  could  feed  herself.  This  patient  entirely  re- 
covered, and  has  manifested  no  symptoms  of  chorea  for  several  months. 

Sponging  the  body  with  cold  water  impregnated  with  vinegar  or  alco- 
hol, then  immediately  employing  dry  friction,  to  be  repeated  morning  and 
evening,  is  good  practice. 

Stimulants  are  not  indicated  in  chorea,  and  I  think  I  have  seen  evil 
arise  from  them.  A  patient,  I  recollect,  who  took  wine-bitters,  for  their 
tonic  properties  for  a  long  time  without  good,  soon  recovered  by  taking 
quiniae. 

In  chorea,  narcotics  are  only  employed  as  sedatives  and  nervines  ;  this 
use  of  them  may  be  adopted,  and  narcosis  not  result  from  it. 

Such  medicines  as  allay  "  spasm  "  are  not  called  for  because  they 
are  antispasmodics,  hut  because  they  give  vigor  and  strength  to  the  ner- 
vous system ;  and  for  this  purpose  they  will  be  found  important  agents. 
The  best  are  sulph.  morph.,  hyoscyarnus,  conium,  assafoetida,  blood-root, 
camphor,  valerian  and  castor. 
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The  moral  treatment  of  chorea  consists  in  cultivating  the  moral  feel- 
ings, repressing  excited  passions,  and  calling  forth  those  sentiments  that 
are  depressed,  encouraging  the  patient,  &,c.  Let  him  understand  tliat 
the  prognosis  is  not  unfavorable,  and  that  his  case  is  probably  curable. 
Visiters  should  not  be  left  to  gaze  on  him,  nor  should  his  gestures  be  sub- 
jected to  criticism.  He  should  be  indulged  as  far  as  indulgence  can  rea- 
sonably be  carried,  and  his  temper  kept  composed  and  quiet.  Riding 
in  good  weather  will  be  of  service,  increasing  the  appetite,  which  must 
be  made  satisfied  with  a  jjlain  but  nourishing  diet.     John  P.  Leonard. 

Lime  Rock,  R.  l,  Dec.  26,  1843. 


BIOGRAPHICAL   NOTICE   OF   THE   LATE    DR.    BUCKLIN. 

[During  the  last  year,  death  has  been  busy  among  the  older  members 
of  the  profession..  The  loss  of  an  unusual  number  of  them  has  been 
felt  by  us,  as  well  as  by  those  more  intimately  connected  with  tiiem,  they 
having  long  been  friends  and  subscribers  to  this  Journal,  some  of  them 
from  its  very  commencement.  Among  these  we  may  mention  the  names 
of  Page  of  x^Liine,  Randall  of  Boston,  Bucklin  of  Hopkinton,  Ward  of 
Perry  Centre,  N.  Y.,  Smith  of  Worcester,  and  Briggs  of  VValpole.  We 
are  glad  that  a  friend  of  one  of  the  most  venerable  and  deserving  of 
them  has  furnished  the  following  tribute  to  his  memory.  From  our  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  Dr.  Bucklin,  we  have  no  doubt  that  all  that  is  here 
said  of  him  is  true,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  show  in  some  small 
degree  our  estimation  of  his  character  by  giving  place  in  the  Journal  to 
this  brief  memoir.] 

ICommiinicateil  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgiciilJoiirnal.] 

The  late  Dr.  Thomas  Bucklin,  of  Hopkinton,  was  born  in  Rehobothj 
now  Seekonk,  Bristol  County,  Sept.  '28th,  1772.  His  Hither,  Mr.  John 
Bucklin,  was  a  respectable  farmer  of  that  town.  His  advantages  for 
an  education  were  ordinary  for  that  day.  He  commenced  his  profes- 
sional studies  when  about  18  years  old,  with  Dr.  Humphry,  of  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  and  continued  with  him  about  one  year.  He  then  put  him- 
self under  the  tuition  of  the  late  Dr.  Thurber,  of  Mendon,  witli  whom 
he  continued  two  years. 

In  May,  1793,  Dr.  Bucklin  commenced  his  professional  life  in  Hop- 
kinton, Mass.,  where  he  pursued  the  practice  of  medicine  fifty  years. 
He  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  in 
1812,  and  has  been  a  Counsellor  of  that  Society  more  than  twenty 
years. 

Few  physicians  have  reached  a  more  eminent  standing  in  the  commu- 
nity than  the  late  Dr.  Bucklin.  When  young  in  the  profession  he 
gave  evidence  of  promise.  He  was  naturally  zealous  and  enthusiastic, 
and  followed  up  his  investigations  of  disease  with  great  industry  and 
earnestness.  Prompt  to  his  business,  attentive  to  his  patients,  and  happy 
in  his  results,  he  soon   became  a   noted  physician   in   his  town  and  vi- 
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cinity.  During  the  last  forty  years  of  his  life,  no  medical  man  was  more 
devoted  or  more  laborious  in  his  pursuits.  He  was  emphatically  a  student 
during  his  whole  life;  and  his  strong  powers  of  perception,  and  reten- 
tive memory,  made  him  rich  in  facts,  which  he  had  been  ai;cumulating 
during  a  long  life  of  experience.  His  urbanity,  his  hospitality,  and  his 
love  for  a  social  hour,  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

Dr.  Bucklin's  manners  in  the  sick-room  were  most  benignant  and  affa- 
ble— he  seemed  always  to  be  in  unison  with  the  sick  man's  feelings.  No 
one  sympathized  more  readily,  more  actively,  with  the  suffering  ;  and 
ills  sympathy  could  not  be  restrained — it  was  impulsive.  His  moral 
sensibilities  were  exalted  and  refined.  But  if  there  was  any  one  quality 
of  his  heart  that  prevailed — that  seemed  to  act  as  a  presiding  divinity 
over  the  man — it  was  his  benevolence.  The  community  in  which  he 
lived  will  not  soon  forget  or  cease  to  feel  the  influence  of  his  generous 
acts.  In  every  public  improvement,  in  every  effort  for  moral  elevation 
or  intellectual  advancement,  or  for  enhancing  the  interests  and  comforts 
of  the  community,  the  heart  and  hand  of  Dr.  Bucklin  were  readily  en- 
listed. The  loss  of  so  worthy  a  man,  and  so  able  a  physician,  must  be 
felt  by  the  public,  and  especially  by  those  who  depended  upon  him  in 
sickness. 

We  make  no  attempt  to  represent  the  value  of  such  a  man  as  Dr.  B. 
in  the  family  relationship.  Those  who  enjoyed  his  company  daily  must 
realize  how  difficult  this  would  be.  His  example  as  a  husband,  a  parent 
and  neighbor,  will  have  the  deepest  impression  on  those  who  knew  him 
most  intimately. 

That  Dr.  Bucklin  had  no  faults,  we  would  not  say — for  we  cannot  say 
that  ol  any  man.  We  knew  him  to  have  one  sin — but  it  was  an  amiable 
one — the  sin  of  tolerating  an  opinion  differing  from  his  own,  especially  if 
that  difference  was  of  no  practical  advantage  ;  and  if  in  his  view  it  had 
an  important  bearing  upon  results,  his  manner  of  correcting  that  opinion 
was  most  lenient  and  christian. 

Thus  briefly  we  have  alluded  to  our  deceased  friend  ;  and  if  what  we 
have  written  should  serve  to  retain  in  a  more  compact  form  the  elements 
of  his  character,  or  prove  an  humble  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory,  it 
will  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose. 

January,.  1844. 


FRACTURE  OF   THE  METACARPAL   BONES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — If  the   following  is   worthy   of  insertion,  please    f^ive  it    a 
place. 

The  case  was  that  of  a  lad,  10  years  of  age.  In  passing  round  upon 
the  frame  of  a  wheel,  about  ten  feet  diameter,  in  the  act  of  falling  his 
band  caught  accidentally  the  horizontal  plane,  on  which  was  placed  iron 
coss.  It  passed  directly  under  the  roller  or  axle.  The  space  between 
the  wheel  and  axle  varies  from  one  sixteenth  to  one  eic^hth  of  an   inch. 
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The  three  first  metacarpal  bones  were  fractured ;  that  of  the  index  and 
middle  finders  so  badly  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  several 
pieces  of  nearly  detached  bone.  The  external  wound  extended  from 
the  first  phalangeal  joint  of  the  little  finger  to  that  of  the  metacarpal  joint 
of  the  thumb,  and  around  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  carpus.  It  was 
about  an  inch  in  width  on  the  dorsum  of  the  hand,  for  nearly  half  the 
length  of  the  external  wound. 

After  the  portions  of  hone  which  were  loose  in  the  flesh,  bad  been  re- 
moved, the  wound  was  closed  with  sutures,  and  left  for  nature  to  perform 
her  part  towards  effecting  the  cure.  Proper  cathartics  were  administered, 
anodynes  directed,  succeeding  the  application  of  a  bandage,  and  sphnt 
from'  the  elbow  joint.  Subsequent  dressings  required  the  application  of 
caustic.  But  the  use  of  chalk  was  found  to  answer  an  admirable 
purpose. 

Last  Wednesday  was  five  weeks  since  the  accident  happened,  and 
the  external  wound  has  nearly  healed,  so  that  the  patient  is  not  thought 
to  require  medical  treatment. 

query.— Would  the  wound  have  healed  as  soon  if  the  loose  bones 
had  not  been  removed,  and  what  will  the  new  formation  be?  W.  B. 

Farmington,  Ct.,  Dec.  23,  1843. 


ASTHMA  PRODUCED    BY  IPECAC. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir,— Having  noticed  in  the  Journal  several  instances  in  which  ipecac,  is 
said  to  have  given  rise  to  asthma,  I  take  the  liberty  to  add  one  more  fact 
to  the  number.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  practical  importance,  as  it  niay 
influence  our  treatment  of  disease  in  constitutions  in  which  the  peculiar 
susceptibility  is  known  or  suspected  to  exist.  I  would  take  occasion,  in 
this  connection,  to  inquire  of  our  homoeopathic  brethren,  whether _  they 
use    ipecac,    in    the    treatment  of  asthma,  on    the    principle    "  similia 

similibus  ?"  i       j  i 

The  late  Dr.  Aspinwall,  of  Brookline,  who  is  still  remembered  by 
some  of  the  older  members  of  the  Faculty  in  and  about  Boston,  and  who 
was  extensively  known  for  many  years  as  the  proprietor  of  a  smallpox 
hospital,  was  so  injuriously  affected  by  the  effluvia  arising  from  ipecac,  that 
he  discarded  it  entirely  from  his  practice,  for  some  years  before  his  death. 
It  produced  in  him  a  most  distressing  dyspnoea.  This  fact  I  had  fiom 
my  preceptor,  the  late  Dr.  Chaplin,  of  Cambridge,  who  was  intimate 
with  Dr.  A.  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life.         Yours,  he. 

Gloucester,  Dec.  28,  1843.  Joseph  Reynolds. 


(  461  ) 

THE  PHYSICIAN,   A   RELIEVER  OF  HUMAN     SUFFERING. 

From  Prof.  Harrison's   Introductory    Lecture    at    tbe  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  Nov.,  1843. 

But  not  only  by  the  prevention  and  cure  of  disease  are  the  direct  advan- 
tages accruing  to  society  from  an  enhghtened  body  of  physicians  exhibited, 
but  the  excellence  and  utility  of  the  profession  are  shown  also  in  the  miti- 
gation of  human  suffering. 

Were  we  to  assume  this  single,  and  subsidiary  function  of  the  medical 
profession  as  the  entire  and  only  ground  of  the  usefuhiess  of  the  physi- 
cian in  society,  still  in  the  eye  of  humanity  there  is  daily  and  hourly 
felt,  by  the  victims  of  both  curable  and  incurable  maladies,  a  sufficient 
amount  of  relief  arising  from  the  prescriptions  of  practitioners  of  medi- 
cine, to  shed  a  lustre  of  moral  and  intellectual  grandeur  around  the 
profession.  Perhaps  to  the  man  of  blind  and  erring  admiration  of  osten- 
tatious deeds  of  benevolence,  who  unreflectingly  disregards  what  is  effect- 
ed in  the  humble  scenes  of  life  for  the  melioration  of  human  suffering, 
the  reference  to  such  a  topic  may  excite  only  a  feeling  of  disgust.  To 
the  gentle  poetic  sentimentalist  it  may  partake  of  the  ludicrous  when 
especial  notice  is  taken  of  the  dignity  and  excellence  of  the  medical 
profession  in  connection  with  so  lowly  a  matter  as  the  mitigation  of 
those  agonies  which  are  hourly  felt  in  many  a  sequestered  spot  of  sick- 
ness. And  yet  the  true  moral  greatness  of  science  is  never  so  finely  and 
nobly  evinced  as  when  she  steps  aside  from  her  abstractions  and  lofty  de- 
monstrations, and  converses  with  groans  and  sighs,  and  bottles  up  the  tears 
of  suffering  human  nature. 

Let  tiie  far-seeing,  penetrating  eye  of  philosophy  dart  its  piercing 
beam  beyond  the  present,  and  amid  the  action  of  elements  a])parently 
Inconi^ruous  calculate  with  unerring  certainty  the  events  shadowed  forth, 
and  with  controlling  grasp  snatch  the  dark  working  agents  of  disaster 
from  their  lurking  places.  Let  science  in  its  power  of  prevention  ever 
go  forth  in  its  errands  of  mercy  over  the  world,  and  erect  its  sanatory 
barriers  around  man's  frail  and  fleeting  existence.  Let  the  tact  and  skill, 
and  remedial  resources  of  the  wise  and  humane  physician,  be  ever  kept 
in  alert  and  vigorous  play  to  extirpate  disease  when  it  seizes  on  the 
frame.  But  never  let  us  forego,  the  divine  honors  which  await  our  art 
when  it  takes  to  itself  its  kind  and  gracious  work  of  soothing  the 
pains  it  is  incapable  of  removing,  and  of  strewing  along  the  dim  and 
rugged  path  of  death  the  flowers  which  smooth  the  passage  to  man's 
final  bourne. 


EPILEPSIA    IN   CHILDHOOD. 

M.  Jadelot  presents  the  following  remarks  on  this  disorder.  Epilepsia, 
denominated  likewise  mal  des  enfans,  on  account  of  its  frequency  during 
this  period  of  life,  is  an  apyretic,  chronic  and  intermittent  affection,  cha- 
racterized by  sudden  fainting,  general  insensibility,  convulsions,  more  or 
less  intense,  succeeded  by  intermissions,  in  which  the  patient  appears 
perfectly  well. 
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Divisions.— Esqu\ro\  6\sungn\shes— idiopathic  epilepsy,  produced  by 
an  affection  of  ihe  brain  or  its  membranes— syrnytomntic  epilepsy— sym- 
pathetic epilepsy  :  but  the  author  of  a  recent  work  on  pathology,  says 
that  the  latter  does  not  exist,  but  ought  to  be  comprised  in  the  two  pre- 
cedincr  classes,  as  the  cause,  though  undiscovered,  probably  exists. 

Pathology.— On  dissection  the  following  alterations  have  been  disco- 
vered :  abnormal  thickening  or  exostosis  of  the  bones  of  the  cianiuni  ; 
efiusions  between  the  hrain^nd  its  membranes  ;  granulations  or  ossiliua- 
lions  of  the  dura  mater;  serous  cysts;  hydatids;  general  or  partial 
softening,  induration  or  hypertrophy  of  the  cerebrum,  medulla  oblongata, 
or  medulla  spinalis  ;  serous  effusion  in  the  ventricles  ;  disease  of  the  ab- 
dominal viscera. 

Etiology.— The  predisposing  causes  are  youdi ;  nervous  temperament  ; 
tubeicles^or  acephaio-cysts  in  the  brain  ;  imperfect  development  of  that 
organ;  idiotism  ;  biliary  or  urinary  calculi;  intestinal  disorders,  espe- 
ciailv  worm  cases,  dropsy,  he.  The  occasional  are  fright  ;  dentition  ; 
imita'tion  (this  cause  is  generally  admitted,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  dis- 
order is  produced  more  by  fright  in  seeing  a  person  so  convulsed,  than  by 
imitation)  ;  chronic  diseases  of  the  brain,  of  its  membranes,  of  the  me- 
dulla spinalis,  or  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium;  eruption  of  an  exanthe- 
ma.    Georget  mentions  a  case  in  which  the  first  paroxysm  appeared  with 

a  variola.  •     i     jt 

Diagnostic— ^one  of  the  symptoms  given  as  pathognomonic  by  dil- 
ferent  authors,  can  be  considered  as  such,  for  the  sudden  loss  ol  the 
senses  is  observed  in  apoplexia,  hysteria  and  syncope  ;  convulsions  exist 
equally  in  other  nervous  disorders  ;  foaming  at  the  mouth  is  seen  in  apo- 
plexia and  hysteria.  Loss  of  the  senses  and  sensibdity,  with  convulsive 
movements,  are  considered  by  Esquirol  as  characteristic,  but  they  are  to 
be  met  with  in  catalepsia  ;  and  we  must  not,  because  one  is  wanting, 
conclude  that  it  is  not  epilepsia.  Again,  if  the  patient  offers  symptoms 
somewhat  similar  to  those  of  epilepsy,  and  after  death  an  abscess  or  cyst 
of  the  brain  is  found  to  exist,  it  is  probable  that  the  convulsions  were 
merely  sympathetic.  Finally,  if  certain  cases  of  cerebral  congestion  or 
hemorrhage  may  be  taken  for  epilepsy,  the  coma  and  paralysis  which 
come  on,  soon  render  such  an  error  impossible. 

rrognostic.—lncm-ahle  when  produced  by  a  chronic  disease  ol  the 
brain  ;  on  the  contrary,  may  be  cured  when  caused  by  fright,  or  dentition, 
esppfially  if  it  comes  on  just  before   puberty. 

rreafment.—V^^  have  to  consider,  1st,  the  remedies  necessary  to  be 
employed  during  the  attack,  or  immediately  after  ;  too  well  known  to 
need  repetition  ;  2nd,  those  by  which  the  recurrence  of  the  paroxysm 
may  be  prevented  ;  severe  diet,  removal  of  all  moral  causes  susceptible 
of  producing  it,  gentle  purgatives,  he.  ;  3rd,  those  by  which  the  causes 
mav  he  weakened  or  destroyed.  They  may  be  divided  into  rational, 
such  as  treneral  and  local  bleeding,  blisters,  issues,  moxas,  he.:  or  empi- 
rical' here  every  author  i)ioves  his  favorite  remedy,  and  they  are  so 
many'  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  enumerate  them  ;  the  pnncipa  ones 
are,— Valeriana  officinalis  ;  opium,  sometimes  hurtful,  employed  generally 
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>^hen  the  disease  is  OAin-r  to  a  moral  cause;  hyoscvamus  nicrer  •  bella- 
donna, MM.  Feriiis  and  Leuiet  employed  it  successfiilly  at  liTcetre  but 
.t  must  be  o.ven  m_  very  small  doses;  moscbus  moschifera  ;  assafe'tida  • 
campbora;  foba  ciin  auranlii ;  oxydum  zinci  ;  sulpbas  quininje,  Profes- 
sor Peony  gave  .t  at  tbe  dose  of  3 j.  to  3  iss.,  but  in  one  case  it  gave  rise 
to  serious  accidents,  so  tbat,  if  employed,  it  sbould  be  with  jrreat  care  • 
ind.go  at  the  dose  of  fro.n  3  j.  or  3  iss.  to  §  j.  per  d.em  is  recomn^ended 
by  Geunan  authors  ;  finally,  nitras  argenti  has  been  administered  in 
some  cases  successlully  by  Professor  Fouquir  and  M.  Merat  and'M 
l^ombard,  of  Geneva,  strenuously  recommends  it— it  is,  however  imoos' 
MlMrZef'''  '^  ''"^^'"  '"^  ^^  ^^'^sidered    as  really  useM.-London 
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Condie  on  Diseases  of  Children*— From  the  increasp  of  works  ex- 
pressly devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  diseases  of  children,  ^reni  o-ood 
may  be  expected.  In  the  United  States,  particularly,  physicians  of  the 
highest  attainments  are  turning  their  attention  to  this  great  and  too  lont^- 
neglected  department  of  medicine.  The  multiplication  of  treatises  is  not 
to  be  frowned  upon,  but  encouraged  by  the  steady  countenance  of  the  profes- 

T^^i'     1      L  "°'  ^-'^  ^'^^  '''^"^  '^^  ff"'^^'  ^"   prescribing  for  children  ? 

And  who  has  not  sought   with  avidity  for   information  that  would  enable 
hjm  to  combat  the  maladies  of  infancy  ? 

When  the  second  edition  of  Dr.  Stewart's  excellent  volume  was  laid 
before  us  the  other  day,  we  were  exceedingly  stratified  ;  and  the  appear- 
ance of  another  work  on  the  same  subject,"from  another  source,  leads 
us  to  hope  that  American  writers  will  soon  be  regarded  with  marked  fa- 
vorm  foreign  countries,  in  this  important  department  of  practice.  Dr. 
l^ondie  s  name  has  been  familiar  to  the  medical  public  for  many  years. 
He  IS  distinguished  for  accuracy  and  propriety;  and  it  will  be  acknow- 
iecJged  that  no  one  is  better  qualified  than  himself  for  frivintr  elevated 
instruction.  ^ 

According  to  the  author's  exposition  in  the  preface,  his  leadino-  object 
has  been,  in  the  preparation  of  this  treatise,  to  present  a  full  and  con- 
nected  view  of  the  actual  state  of  pathology  and  therapeutics,  in  rpfer- 
ence,  especially,  to  the  diseases  that  most  usually  occur  between  birth  and 
puberty.  He  has  not  dragged  in  the  opinions  of  others  to  increase  the 
magnitude  of  the  volume,  nor  adopted  sentiments  or  views  which  were 
not  confirmed  by  his  own  inquiries  and  observations.  He  strive^  to  re- 
vive sev-eral  old  remedies,  because  they  are  deserving— and  brino^-  also 
before  the  reader  something  from  the  German  physicians.  It  is  "to  his 
praise  that  he  has  studiously  endeavored  to   be  understood  by  students, 

LeVVBTaSrl^'sv"  pp^elh'lsT   "^  <^''"''^«°' "^  "'•-"'=- Condie,  M.D.,  &c.    PhilaJe-phia. 
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who  need  to  have   the  elements  of  therapeutics   presented   to  them  in  a 
comprehensible  form.  t     d        t 

The  vohime  is  methodically  arranged  in  two  parts.  In  1  art  1.  are 
considered  the  hygienic  management  of  children  ;  the  pecuhanlies  of  or- 
cranization  and  function  during  infancy  and  childhood  ;  pathology  ot  in- 
fancv  and  childhood  ;  and  the  semeiology  of  the  diseases  of  mfancy  and 
childhood  In  Part  II.  are  embraced  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs ; 
the  mouth,  throat,  oesophagus,  stomach,  intestines,  respiratory  organs,  ner- 
vous system,  the  skin,  eruptive  fevers,  cutaneous  eruptions,  nutritive  func- 
tions and  urinary  organs;  and  lastly,  congenital  aflections  and  acci- 
dents  occurring  soon  after  birth.  This  is  but  an  outline  of  the  topics 
brought  under  special  notice.  That  the  book  may  meet  the  encourage- 
menTit  richly  merits,  is  our  earnest  desire. 

The  Dissecto7-'s  Giiide.-Messvs.  Ticknor  &  Co.   have  brought  out  a 
third  edition  of  Mr.  Tuson's  valuable  little  book  for  the   dissecting  room, 
to  which  notes  and  additions  were  made  several  years  ago  by  Dr.  Lewis, 
of  this  city      The   publication  of  three  editions  shows  Us  appreciation  by 
those  for  whose  special  benefit  it   was  originally  written      The  illustra- 
tions are  rather  hard  things  to  get  over  :  there  is  too  much  wood  in  them. 
Had  the  hair  lines  been  a  little  finer  than  post-ofhce  twine,  it  would  have 
been  quite  as  well,  since  if  there  was  a  probability  that  they  could  not  be 
seen  by  common  eyes,  resort  might  be  had  to  art.     On  very  close  exami- 
nation  it  is  evident  that  some  of  the   engravings   are   not  exactly   rue  to 
nature.    For  example,  at  page  39,  are  two  views,  presumed  to  be  intended 
for  a  representation  of  the  sole   of  the  foot.     But  by  some  mishap  of  the 
en-raver,  the  flexor  longus  digitorum  looks  more  like  a  spht  paddle  of  an 
Indian   canoe,  than   any  part  of  the  human    form  divine.     There  is  an- 
other dissection  of  the  fore-arm  at  page  81    that  requires  an  active  imagi- 
nation  to  make  it  look   like  good  work.     However,  there  are  many  other 
xvlo-raphic  cuts  here  and  there  interspersed  through  the  book,  which  are 
reallv  guides  for  the  dissector,  in  recognizing  essential  parts. 

The%ook  is  a  good  one,  and  students  cannot  have,  in  a  cheap  form,  a 
better  everyday  companion  in  the  course  of  their  researches  in  element- 
ary  anatomy.  Some  years  ago  we  had  occasion  to  give  an  opinion  m  re- 
gard to  the  first  edition,  and  we  find  no  cause  for  altering  the  view  that 
was  then  formed  of  its  intrinsic  value,  remodelled  as  it  had  been  by  our 
judicious  neighbor  and  friend,  Dr.  Lewis. 

Dr  Coxentnfs  Introductory  Lecture.-ln  the  Geneva  Medical  College, 
western  New  York,  C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D.,  holds  the  chair  of  Obstetrics 
Tnd  M  d  cal  Jurisprudence.  When  the  lecture  term  opened  the  present 
season  the  introductory  discourse  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Coventry,  which 
was  aflerwards  by  request,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  young  gentlemen, 
who  have  given  good  evidence  of  their  discrimination,  in  publishing  a 
di.cou?se  that  doe^s  credit  to  the  institution.  Not  finding  it  convenient  to 
extract  from  Its  pages,  in  connection  with  these  observations,  some  instruc- 
t^ve  nassa-es  may  be  copied  hereafter.  In  the  meanwhile,  we  congratu- 
ate  fhe  ColWein  having  a  man  permanently  one  of  the  Faculty,  who  will 
exm  himself  with  untiring  zeal  ti  give  dignity  and  influence  to  the  school 
and  to  the  profession  of  medicine  generally. 
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Dental  Controversy. — An  angry  sort  of  pamphlet  has  appeared,  under 
the  sign  manual  of  H.  H.  Hayden,  M.D.,  an  eminent  dentist  of  Balti- 
more, avowedly  to  show  up  the  inconsistencies  of  C.  A.  Harris,  M.D.,  fa- 
vorably known  abroad  in  his  editorial  character  of  senior  and  associate 
editor  of  the  American  Journal  and  Library  of  Dental  Science,  who  also, 
unfortunately  for  both,  resides  in  the  same  enterprising  city.  It  so  hap- 
pens that  the  precise  merits  of  the  case  are  not  very  well  understood  here, 
nor  is  much  light  thrown  upon  the  subject  by  the  pamphlet.  Dr.  H. 
seems  to  have  been  too  much  provoked  to  write  clearly,  and  apparently 
all  the  while  labored  under  the  mistaken  idea  that  the  matter  on  which 
he  was  engaged  was  destined  to  make  a  tremendous  sensation  all  over 
the  Continent. 

Aside  from  the  unnecessary  attack  upon  ourselves,  by  Dr.  Hayden,  in 
which  he  has  shown  less  discretion  than  we  hope  he  manifests  in  his 
treatment  of  broken  stumps,  we  consider  that  it  is  an  injury  to  science  and 
to  the  dental  art  that  two  men,  in  the  position  in  which  they  are  placed, 
should  have  fallen  out.  It  would  be  gratifying  to  learn  that  by  mutual 
concessions,  if  both  happen  to  be  blameable,  the  difficulty  has  been  over- 
come, and  a  lasting  peace  established  between  them. 


Multiplication  of  Albinos. — Although  the  following  article  has  been 
extensively  circulated  in  the  papers  of  the  day,  it  is  now  introduced  in- 
to the  Journal,  abridged  from  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  in 
order  to  give  the  facts  a  suitable  place  for  the  future  reference  of  such 
medical  writers  as  may  wish  to  avail  them?elves  of  such  marvels  to  illus- 
trate propositions  in  physiology  or  vital  statistics. 

A  few  days  back  a  colored  man,  named  John  Jones,  brought  the  two 
Albinos  or  white  negro  boys,  now  exhibiting  at  Peale's  Museum,  before 
Judge  Ulshoeffer,  of  New  York,  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  It  appeared 
from  the  evidence  of  Jones  and  others,  that  Jones,  who  claimed  the  child- 
ren, formerly  lived  in  Wooster  street,  and  had  a  black  wife,  by  whom  he 
had  five  children,  three  of  them  white  and  two  colored.  Some  years 
back  he  moved  to  Monroe  county  ;  and  lived  there  until  1S41,  when  he 
came  to  this  city  and  became  a  pauper,  and  his  two  white  sons  were 
bound  out  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  to  a  person  named  James  Heu- 
stead,  for  two  years  and  a  half,  which  period  expired  about  six  months 
back. — Heustead  took  the  children  away  from  this  city  and  exhibited 
them  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  their  father  saw  them  no  more. 
Recently,  hearing  that  two  such  boys  were  being  exhibited  at  Peale's 
Museum,  he  went  to  see  them,  and  then  procured  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
and  brought  them  before  Judge  UlshoefTer,  and  swore  positively  that  they 
w^ere  his  children.  A  Quaker  lady  who  had  before  seen  the  children,  also 
deposed  positively  to  their  being  Jones's  children.  A  tavern  keeper,  who 
had  seen  them  exhibited  at  Newark  by  Heustead,  also  identified  these 
boys  as  being  the  same.  Other  witnesses  gave  similar  testimony,  and  a 
case  nearly  conclusive  was  made  out  in  favor  of  Jones's  claims  to  the 
children. 

But  now  came  the  other  side  of  the  story.  A  respectable  young  man, 
who  was  born  and  brought  up  at  Shrewsbury,  New  Jersev,  proved  that  a 
colored  man,  Joseph  Manice,  who  lived  there  and  who  had  a  black  wife, 
had  by  her  five  children,  three  of  them  black   and   two  white;  the   latter 
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boys,  and  that  he  parted  with  them  only  a  fortnight  back  to  the  keepers  of 
the  Museum,  and  that  the  two  boys  now  present  before  the  Judge  were 
positively  the  same  boys  born  at  Shrewsbury,  and  who  only  left  it  a  fort- 
night back. 

This  testimony  of  course  threw  considerable  doubt  on  the  matter,  and 
Judge   Ulshffifler  adjourned  his  decision  in  the  case   until  this  morning. 

In  the  mean  time,  some  of  the  parlies  concerned  traced  out  Heustead  ; 
and  discovered  that  he  had  recently  hired  the  two  boys,  who  had  been  in- 
dentured to  him,  to  a  man  in  Massachusetts,  who  was  exhibiting  them 
there.  This  man  was  also  traced  out,  and  the  two  children  taken  from 
him  and  brought  to  this  city,  and  to  the  no  small  astonishment  of  all  par- 
ties, the  four  Albinos,  or  white  negroes,  were  all  brought  before  Judge 
UlshoetTer  yesterday  morning.  There  was  such  an  extreme  similarity  in 
their  ages  and  personal  appearances,  as  to  render  it  difRcult  to  distinguish 
between  them  at  first  sight.  But  Jones  had  scarcely  cast  his  eye  upon 
them,  when  he  instantly  recognized  his  own  offspring,  admitted  his  mis- 
take in  regard  to  the  others,  and  gave  up  all  claim  co  them,  and  each  of 
the  contending  parties  took  away  their  own  children. 


Lectures  on  Mes7nerism. — In  after  times,  the  history  of  the  mesmeric 
infatuation  in  New  England,  will  be  read  with  surprise,  and  produce  a 
train  of  feeling  much  like  that  developed  by  reading  an  account  of  the 
witchcraft  mania  in  the  ancient  town  of  Salem. 

It  may  appear  almost  incredible  to  those  residing  without  the  influence 
of  the  magic  circle,  that  audiences  of  hundreds  of  people,  up  to  one  and 
two  thousand,  are  congregated  together,  night  after  night,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  to  be  regaled  with  the  subject  of  animal  riagnetism.  And  yet 
the  men  who  possess  the  indefinable  charm  for  keeping  such  infatuated 
audiences  in  one  uninterrupted  state  of  mental  satisfaction,  are  the  last 
persons  in  the  wide  world  who  would  have  been  sel'^cted  by  wise,  learned 
and  discreet  judges,  to  teach  a  new  science.  But  \^  ho  are  the  people  that 
constitute  these  wonder-struck  assemblies  ?  Are  they  close  students  in 
pursuit  of  important  truths  ?  Are  they  deep  thinkers  or  profound  reason- 
ers?  Who  are  they,  and  what  are  they?  Let  echo  answer  the  ques- 
tion. And  who  are  these  astonishing  lecturers  on  animal  magnetism? 
Can  they  speak  the  English  language  grammatically  ;  and  are  their  pro- 
positions legitimate  deductions  frcm  any  known  principles  in  any  science  ? 
Those  who  have  heard  the  best  of  them,  may  answer  the  question. 

It  will  devolve  upon  the  chronicler  of  passing  events,  to  record  the  ori- 
gin and  the  subsidence  of  this  last  in  the  catalogue  of  successful  imposi- 
tions in  a  civilized  community.  We  can  only  advert  to  its  existence  at 
this  particular  period,  the  meridian  of  its  glory,  to  .-.cknowledge  with  deep 
mortification,  that  a  city,  denominated  the  literary  emporium,  has  been  dis- 
graced with  a  class  of  exhibitions  so  low  and  so  contemptible. 


Smallpox  and  Vaccination  in  Calcutta. — In  the  year  1838,  Calcutta 
was  visited  by  a  severe  epidemic  smallpox,  -.vhich  proved  fatal  to  very 
large  numbers.  Out  of  82S  fatal  cases,  visited  and  reported  on  the  spot, 
497  were  males,  331  female:-.  253  were  under  5  years  of  age  ;  between 
5  and  15,  282;  between  15  and  25,  183;  upwaro  -  of  25,  110  ,  so  that  all 
ages  were  alike  sulferers.     The  deaths  by  smallpox  in  that  year  were 
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six  per  cent  of  the  total  mortality.  It  is  at  any  rate  a  curious  coincidence, 
if  nothing  else,  that  Loudon  was  visited  by  epidemic  smallpox  in  that 
same  year,  and  that  the  proportion  of  deaths  by  smallpox,  compared  to 
the  total  mortality,  was  here  seven  per  cent. 

Smallpox  is  not  a  constant  disease  at  Calcutta,  but  visits  it,  just  as  it 
does  other  large  towns,  epidemically.  The  demand  for  vaccine  protec- 
tion there,  as  here,  bears  a  marked  relation  to  the  degree  of  alarm  pre- 
vailing during  the  epidemic  invasion.  In  the  three  years  1834,  5  and  6, 
the  numbers  vaccinated  at  the  Government  Vaccine  Establishment  were 
respectively  36,  53,  16.  Total  in  three  years,  105!  In  1S38,  the  num- 
ber of  vaccinated  was  1507  !  The  same  thing  happens  in  England,  and 
must  always  happen,  so  long  as  human  nature  remains  the  same.  Out 
of  sight  out  of  mind  1  It  is  only  by  having  the  bane  before  our  eyes 
that  we  think  of  applying  to  the  antidote.  It  is  only  by  the  occurrence 
of  a  bad  fire  that  people  are  driven  to  insure  their  houses. — London 
Medical  Gazette. 


Statement  of  the  quantity  of  rain  which  has  fallen   in  each  year,  from 
1824  to  1843  inclusive,  by  the  guage  kept  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  : 
Inches.  Inches.  Inches. 

1824  38.740  1831  43.940  1838  45.289 

1825  29.570  18.32  39,870  1839  43.738 

1826  35.140  1833  48.550  1840  47.400 

1827  38.500  1834  34.240  1841  55.500 

1828  37.970  1835  39.300  1842  48.538 

1829  41.850  1836  42.660  1843  49.912 

1830  45.070  1837  39.040 

Whole  amotint  for  twenty  years,  844.818  inches. 

Averao-e  for  "  "  42.241      " 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  slated  meeting  of  the  Censors  of  the  Mass. 
Medical  Society  will  be  held  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  January  31 — 
when  candidates  wishing  license  lo  practise  medicine  in  Massachusetts, 
can  make  application. — Dr.  Samuel  Parkman,  of  ihi^-  city,  has  received 
the  Chair  of  Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy  at  the  Castleton  (Vu) 
Medical  College;  and  Dr.  R.  S.  Kissam,  of  New  York,  that  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Surgery,  in  the  same  fiourishinfr  school. —  The  next 
course  of  medical  lectures  at  the  Vermont  Medical  College,  Woodstock, 
will  commence  the  first  Thursday  of  March  next. 

Died.— In  .Norfolk,  Va.,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Broughton,  U.  S.  N..  ti7.— At  Hartford, 
Conn.,  Edward  P.Terry,  M.D., 43.— At  Rockport,  Mass.,  Dr.  Ch.irles Manning,  44. 
—  In  Walpole,  Dr.  John  K.  Briggs,  49. — At  New  York,  Dr.  Thomas  Pitts,  acci- 
dentally killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  gun. — At  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Robert  S.  Seeds, 
a  student  of  Jefterson  Medical  College. — At  Caraccas,  S.  A  ,  Dr.  fe'liadrack  Nye, 
formerly  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

M.4RRIED. — /it  Walpole,  Stephen  Salisbury,  M.D.,  of  Medway,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth P.Clark,  ,  f  W.— At  Lacon,  HI.,  S.  G.  Smith,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Pomeroy,  of  Lacon. 

Number  ofdesths  in  Boston,  for  ihe  wi  ek  en(iii\g  Jan.  6,  30.— Males,  34— Females,  16.    Stillborn,  2. 

or  consumption,  5 — croop,  4 — iiifnniile,  .5— erysipelas,  1  — disease  of  the  brain,  I — infinenzn,  1 — 
inflammation  of  the  biwels,  1— fever,  1 — srarlet  fever,  2— old  age,  2— lung  fever,  1 — marasmus,  1 — 
pleii-isy  fever,  1 — chil(;-bed,  2 — lumo  ,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Ui.der  5  years,  13— b.Jtweeii  5  and  20  vear»,  4— between  20  and  60  years,  8— OTer  60  years,  5. 
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Forceps  Case.— This  evening,  March  9,  1842,  at  half-past  nine  o'clock, 
I  was  requested  by  my  friend,  Mr.  L'Estrange,  to  visit  Mrs.  A.,  aetat.  30, 
residing  at  Ferdinand-terrace,  Camdentown,  in  labor  with  her  first  child. 
The  liquor  amnii  had  escaped  at  half-past  eight,  P.  M.,  yesterday,  and 
she  was  visited  by  Mr.  L'Estrange  at  nine,  P.  M.  The  orifice  of  the  ute- 
rus had  dilated  gradually  under  the  influence  of  active  pains,  so  thai  this 
morning  it  had  become  fully  developed  ;  but  the  head  had  remained  sta- 
tionary the  whole  day,  after  having  nearly  descended  into  the  cavity  of 
the  pelvis.  1  found  no  heat  of  the  vagina,  and  there  was  ample  moisture, 
with  apparently  sufficient  space  for  the  head's  descent,  provided  it  lay  in 
a  proper  position  ;  but  it  was  placed  with  the  right  ear  directed  to  the  pu- 
bis, and  there  was,  moreover,  now,  and  had  been  since  the  morning,  an 
almost  entire  absence  of  the  uterine  action  ;  no  heat  of  skin  existed  ;  pulse 
100,  and  small.  I  preferred  the  cautious  employment  of  the  forceps  in 
this  case  to  the  use  of  the  ergot,  it  being  a  first  labor,  which  I  am  of 
opinion  should  generally  contra-indicate  the  ergot,  so  valuable  when  ju- 
diciously employed.  Having  first  satisfied  myself  that  the  bladder  was 
empty,  I  succeeded,  by  the  use  of  my  fingers,  in  shifting  the  position  of 
the  head  so  that  the  middle  line  of  the  face  was  brought  to  bear  upon  a 
point  midway  between  the  sacro-iliac  junction  and  the  centre  line  of  the 
hollow  of  the  sacrum.  I  then  introduced  the  blades  of  the  common  for- 
ceps, with  counterparts,  of  equal  length  and  width,  of  their  fenestra;;  but 
an  easy  locking  not  being  possible,  I  substituted,  on  the  right  side  of  the 
pelvis,  the  seat  of  the  difficulty,  a  short  blade,  and  the  locking  was  now 
effected  without  the  least  force.  The  stimulus  of  contact  of  the  blades 
(which  is  a  common  effect)  induced  a  stronger  action.  Drawing  down 
during  the  presence  of  pain  only,  separating  the  handles,  and  resting,  as 
should  always  be  done,  in  the  absence  of  the  parturient  throes,  the  delivery  of 
a  living  child  was  safely  accomplished,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  min- 
utes. The  placenta  was  afterwards  removed  without  difficulty,  by  Mr. 
L'Estrange.  There  was  no  hsemorrhage  ;  the  uterus  contracted  perfectly. 
Subsequently  to  the  delivery  the  pulse  sank  from  100  to  SO.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  after  some  refreshing  sleep,  it  numbered  76  beats,  and 
the  recovery  of  the  patient  was  uninterrupted  by  a  single  bad  symptom. — 
J.  H.  Davis,  M.D.,  in  Loyidon  Lancet. 


Hemiplegia  caused  by  a  Disease  of  the  Nerves. — M.  Martinet  read  (be- 
fore the  Academy  of  Medicine)  a  memoir  on  hemiplegia.  The  conclu- 
sions are  that  hemiplegia  may  exist,  independent  of  a  disease  of  the  brain 
and  spinal  marrow,  and  be  produced  by  a  disease  of  the  nerves  :  that  it 
can  be  recognized  by  paralysis  of  the  side  affected  ;  by  its  being  the  re- 
sult of  several  partial  attacks,  having  intervals  between  each  ;  by  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  functions  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and  by  the  facility  with 
which  it  yields  to  the  remedies  employed  in  nervous  rheumatism. — Loii- 
don  Medical  Times. 


Heiirifs  Magnesia. — Epsom  salts  1  part,  water  50  do.  Dissolve,  then 
precipitate  with  a  solution  of  subcarbonate  of  potash ;  wash  the  first  with 
clean  water,  and  lastly  with  rose-water. — lb. 
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[A  REVIEW  of  the  second  edition  of  l\I.  Louis's  Researches  on  Phthisis 
is  contained  in  the  October  No.  of  the  British  and  Foreign  jNIedical  Re- 
view.     Some  extracts  from  it  are  here  given.] 

Duration  of  Phthisis. — Too  much  stress  can  scarcely  belaid  upon  the 
importance  of  acquiring  an  accurate  notion  of  the  mean  duration  of  phthisis, 
and  yet  no  task  of  greater  difficulty,  probably,  can  be  assigned  the  physician. 
He  who  has  practically,  and,  at  the  same  time,  conscientiously  endeavored 
to  ascertain  the  period  of  origin  of  the  disease  in  a  considerable  number  of 
cases,  will  fully  bear  us  out,  we  doubt  not,  in  this  view  of  the  difficulty  of 
the  attempt.  We  are  indeed  persuaded  from  our  own  experience  that, 
especially  among  patients  of  the  class  frequenting  hospitals,  it  is  not  sel- 
dom a  matter  of  impossibility  to  satisfy  one's  self  as  (o  the  accuracy  of 
tiie  averments  made  respecting  the  outset  of  disease.  And  it  is  for  this 
reason  that  we  are  gratified  to  find  M.  Louis  speaking  of  his  results  as 
drawn  from  cases  in  which  the  duration  of  the  disea.se  was  ascertained 
"  with  all  the  precision  possible,"  and  not  dogmatically  presenting  them 
as  positively  and  absolutely  accurate.  It  is  besides  obvious  that  the  real 
duration  of  the  malady  from  the  first  hour  of  anatomical  change  can 
never — no  more  than  in  the  instance  of  cancer,  for  example — be  accu- 
rately made  out ;  all  we  can  hope  to  arrive  at  by  the  rejection  of  doubt- 
ful cases  and  the  collection  of  a  vast  nmnber  of  facts,  is  the  m^an  dura- 
tion of  the  disease  after  it  has  given  symptomatic  evidence  of  its  exist- 
ence— in  other  words,  its  average  apyarent  duration.  The  latter  is  for- 
tunately that  which  the  practical  observer  has  the  closest  interest  in  the 
establishment  of. 

In  the  former  edition  of  his  work  M.  Louis  gave  the  duration  of  114 
cases  ;  in  the  present  he  adds  that  of  1 93  more.  We  shall  place  together 
these  two  series  of  results  : 

No.  of  No.  of 

Duration.  Cases.       Duration.  Cases. 

2-2  days             -  -             1  39  days  -             -            2 

24    "        -             -             -      2  40    "  -  -            -     1 

30    "                -  -            ]  45    "  -             -             1 

35    "       ^             -             -       2  50    "  -  -             -      2 
24 
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Hence  it  follows  that  out  of  a  mass  of  307  patients,  4  died  wiihin  the 
first  month,  14  within  two  months,  26  within  llie  first  three  months,  98 
or  about  one  third  of  tlie  wliole  number,  wiihin  the  first  six  months  ; 
facts  sufficiently  demonstrative  of  the  ra|)id  progress  of  the  disease  in  a 
large  proportion  of  cases.  In  two  years  264  of  the  total  number  are 
gone,  leaving  only  43  to  drag  on  their  weary  existence.  The  author  lias 
not  calculated  the  mean  duration  of  the  malady  from  iiis  individual  facts  : 
we  find  it  to  he  from  seventeen  tn  eighteen  months,  taking  the  entire 
mass  of  cases;  but  if  the  five  cases  in  which  the  disease  lasted  ten  years 
or  upwards  be  omitted  from  the  calculation,  the  average  duratiori  is  re- 
duced to  from  fourteen  to  fificen  months.  Jt  is  to  be  observed  that  these 
are  calculations  of  apparent  duration,  as  established  by  means  of  symp- 
toms— the  real  duration  is  possibly  matcriallij  greater. 

The  series  of  cases  given  in  the  present  edition  furnishes  a  lower  mean 
than  that  of  its  predecessor;  seven  years  and  a  half  is  the  longest  dura- 
tion noted  in  the  former — all  tlie  instances  of  a  protracted  course  of  ten, 
twelve,  fourteen  and  twenty  years,  are  extracted  from  the  first. 

The  mortality  produced  by  phthisis,  in  the  wards  of  M.  Chomel,  where 
the  author's  first  collection  of  cases  was  taken,  was  really  enormous, 
being  in  the  proportion   of  one  to   two  to  the  total  amount  of  deaths. 
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And  if  to  the  number  of  persons  actuallj^  <lyiilS  rroin  phthisis  be  added 
that  of  subjects  \v!io,  perishing  of  otlier  iiliw-tioiis,  had  nevertheless 
tubercles  or  tuberculous  cavities  \o  the  lnn<,fs  (forty  .persons  appeared  in 
this  category),  we  have  a  total  mass  of  163  tubeiv.ulous  deaths  (if  the 
expression  be  admissible)  out  of  358  occuninir  in  the  wards  of  La  Gliarite. 
There  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  the  proportion  would  be  found 
equally  high  among  ourselves,  had  we  some  physician,  possessing  the 
devotion  and  the  oj)portunities  of  M.  Louis,  ready  to  investigate  the 
question  on  the  same  principles  in  the  wards  of  our  hospitals.  It  is  ob- 
vious that  the  questions  borne  upon  by  such  investigations  are  of  a  totally 
different  character  from  those  answered  by  the  invaluable  reports  issued 
by  the  Registrar-general,  and  illustrated   by  Mr.  Farr. 

Hemoptysis. — The  general  iiistory  of  die  hemoptysis  of  phthisis  is 
perfectly  well  known  ;  two  or  three  points  regarding  it,  however,  deserve 
particular  notice.  The  common  belief  of  the  frequency  with  which  he- 
moptysis proves  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in  phthisis,  would  appear, 
from  M.  Louis's  experience,  to  be  an  incorrect  one;  at  least  no  such  case 
had  presented  itself  to  him  at  the  period  his  first  edition  was  published, 
and  out  of  three  hundred  phthisical  persons  since  observed  three  only 
perished  of  hemoptysis.  We  cannot  help  believing  that  this  proportion 
is  somewhat  below  the  ordinary  standard  :  however,  it  being  admitted 
that  hemoptysis  may  |)rove  the  cause  of  death  in  some  cases  and  may 
also  be  the  first  symptom  of  the  disease,  M.  Louis  infers  that  this  dis- 
charge of  blood  might  actually  be  at  one  and  the  same  moment  the  first 
and  last  evidence  of  phthisis.  We  have  never  heard  of  a  case  of  the 
kind  actually  occurring. 

The  author  reiterates  the  statement  made  in  his  former  edition  as  to  the 
almost  invariable  dependence  of  hemoptysis,  if  at  all  considerable,  upon 
tuberculization  of  the  lungs,  except  in  certain  cases  where  the  bleeding 
has  followed  external  violenceor  suppression  of  the  catamenia.  Our  own 
experience  confirms  the  accuracy  of  M.  Louis  on  this  point,  while  it 
testifies  to  the  error  of  Laennec,  in  regarding  pulmonary  apoplexy  as  the 
chief  cause  of  abundant  hemoptysis.  Often  are  the  anatomical  charac- 
ters of  apoplexy  of  the  lung  obvious  in  the  dead  subject,  when  there  has 
been  no  iiemoptysis  during  life;  in  the  epidemic  yellow  fever  of  Gib- 
raltar the  author  ascertained  that  the  pulmonary  lesion  in  question  was 
very  common,  while  not  a  single  individual  had  spit  blood  at  the  time. 

The  marked  influenceof  sex  on  hemoptysis  was  exhibited  in  the  former 
edition  of  tbis  work  ;  the  statements  there  made,  that  of  forty-two  women 
carefully  interrogated  thirty-six  had  suffered  from  this  symptom,  while 
twenty-one  only  out  of  thirty-eight  males  had  spit  blood,  does  not,  how- 
ever, receive  the  corroboration  of  additional  cases.  It  were  much  to  be 
wished  that  the  point  had  undergone  investigation  in  this  country,  as  we 
cannot  divest  ourselves  of  an  impression  that  here,  at  least,  the  male  sex 
suffers  more  frequently  than  M.  Louis's  figures  would  lead  us  to  believe. 
It  is  curious,  as  mentioned  by  the  author,  and  as  general  experience  wit- 
nesses, that  hemoptysis  occurs  with  extreme  rarity  in  phthisical  children. 
The  more  special  tendency  of  the   malady    to   implicate  the  bronciiial 
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glands  may  in  part  account  flir  the  fact,  but  certainly  not  fully  explain 
it ;  of  nearly  two  hundred  tuberculous  children  observed  by  M.  Guesnard 
(These,  p.  I'S),  two  only  had  had  hemoptysis,  little  girls  aged  nine  and 
eleven  yeare. 

M.  Louis  notes  the  infrequency  with  which,  comparatively  speaking, 
any  immediate  cause  for  the  escape  of  blood  can  be  ascertained  ;  our  own 
experience  upon  this  point  coincides  vviih  the  author's.  JNor  is  the  actual 
anatomical  mechanism  (if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expression)  of  the 
hemofitysis  more  readily  traceable,  and  if  before  the  formation  of  cavities 
we  are  constrained  to  refer  it  to  exhalation,  so  too  even  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  ulceration  must  we  provisionally  recognize  them  as  its  com- 
mon source,  so  singularly  rare  is  it  to  detect  a  ruptured  vessel  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  lung. 

Diarrhoea. — Of  112  palients  5  only  escaped  diarrhoea.  In  the  eighth 
part  of  the  cases  it  set  in  with  the  main  disease  itself,  and  persisted  till 
the  fatal  termination,  lasting  thus  from  five  to  twelve  months.  Some  indi- 
viduals, whose  malady  lasted  four  or  five  years,  labored  under  almost 
continual  diarrhoea  during  that  long  space  of  time  ;  in  the  greater  number 
of  cases,  diarrhoea  did  not  supervene  till  the  principal  affection  had  reach- 
ed the  second  half  of  its  course,  in  some  instances  not  till  the  closing 
days  of  life.  The  author  then  regards  diarrhoea  as  belonging  to  the  last 
period  of  existence,  or  as  of  protracted  existence,  and  inquires  into  the 
anatomical  conditions  attendioL'  both  varieties.  Ulcerations  of  the  small 
or  large  intestine,  or  both,  with  (in  four  fifths  of  the  subjects)  pulpy  soft- 
ening of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  colon,  were  discovered  in  the  first 
class  of  cases — all  these  lesions  being  evidently  of  recent  origin,  and  the 
ulcerations  small.  Protracted  diarrhoea  was  either  continuous  or  remit- 
tent. The  subjects  affected  with  the  latter  form  of  the  symptom,  pre- 
sented lesions  not  materially  differing  from  those  existing  in  patients 
whose  diarrhoea  commenced  but  a  few  days  only  before  their  death  ; 
hence  the  inference,  that  in  the  present  class  of  cases^  visible  lesions 
were  but  a  small  measure  of  the  cause  of  the  diarrhoea — that  these  le- 
sions have,  too,  only  made  their  appearance  within  the  last  few  days  of 
existence,  and  that  previously  to  their  occurrence,  altered  secretion  was 
the  true  source  of  the  intestinal  discharge.  Lastly,  when  the  diarrhoea 
had  been  protracted  and  continuous,  and  at  the  same  time  the  stools  nu- 
merous, vast  and  numerous  ulcerations  were  discovered  in  the  small  and 
large  intestine. 

Pneumonia. — The  statements  originally  made  by  M.  Louis  respecting 
the  course  and  influence  of  pneumonia  occurring  in  phthisical  subjects, 
inconsistent  as  it  has  been  maintained  they  are  with  general  experience, 
are  repeated  with  greater  emphasis  even  in  the  present  edition.  When 
pneumonia  makes  its  appearance  in  philiisical  subjects  who  are  still  able 
to  pursue  their  occupations,  and  whose  strength  and  flesh  have  not  yet 
diminished  materially,  the  affection  presents  the  ordinary  series  of  symp- 
toms characterizing  it  in  previously  healthy  persons  ;  but  these  symptoms 
are  generally  not  severe,  and  the  disease  "  almost  always  terminated  by 
cure,  even  when  there  were  tuberculous  cavities  at  the  apices  of  the 
lungs."     That  is,  an   affection  of  the  lungs  which,  when   those  organs 
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have,  like  the  rest  of  the  system,  heen  previously  peiTectly  sound,  cuts 
off  fron  oire  third  to  one  seventh  of  those  atiackeci,  becomes  almost 
harmless  when  they  are  partially  destroyed  by  the  worst  form  of  malady 
prone  to  affect  them.  M.  Louis  adds:  "as  if  the  cavities  and  tubercles, 
real  foreign  bodies  in  respect  of  tliose  orcjans,  were  the  principal  existing 
cause  of  the  inflammation,  and  necessarily,  for  this  reason,  diminislied 
its  peri!."  This  argument  does  not  appear  to  us  either  very  valid  or  very 
clear.  The  fact  ha=:,  however,  as  we  harl  occasion  to  observe  in  a  recent 
volume  (Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Rev.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  382)  been  corroborated 
by  the  result  of  M.  Grisolle's  inquiries  on  the  subject.  Pneumonia,  on 
the  other  hand,  "occurring  at  the  close  of  the  disease  is  almost  neces- 
sarilv  fatal  ;"  again,  a  proposition  not  very  lucidly  expressed.  When 
supervening  at  tihs  advanced  period,  and  when  of  limited  extent,  it  was 
not  usually  announced  by  any  symptom;  when  implicating  a  considera- 
ble mass  of  lung,  the  ordinary  symptoms,  at  least  very  closely  these,  are 
developed. 

The  Catamenia.  and  Pregnancy. — One  female  only,  of  all  those  ob- 
served by  M.  Louis,  continued  to  menstruate  to  the  last  month  of  life. 
The  period  at  which  suppression  occurs  is  subject  to  variation  ;  when  the 
disease  lasted  less  than  a  year,  the  menstrual  discharge  ceased  to  appear 
on  an  average  at  about  the  middle  period  of  the  affection  ;  if  from  one 
to  three  years,  the  catamenia  continued  until  the  last  third.  When  the 
disease  run  a  rapid  course,  the  cessation  of  the  menses  appeared  to  coin- 
cide with  the  establishment  of  fever  ;  when  the  former  was  of  slow  type, 
the  author  failed  in  detecting  any  cause  either  retarding  or  accelerating 
the  time  of  alteration  in  the  catamenia. — Upon  the  alleged  influence  of 
pregnancy  in  arresting  the  progress  of  tuberculous  disease,  M.  Louis  is 
unable  to  speak  with  any  confidence  from  his  own  ex[)erience.  He  points 
out,  however,  some  easy  sources  of  error  in  estimating  such  influence  ; 
it  is  quite  possible,  for  instance,  that  many  of  the  symptoms  of  phthisis 
may  be  more  obscure  during  pregnancy  than  when  the  uterus  is  empty, 
although  the  disease  were  advancing  as  rapidlv  as  ever.  Nor  is  it  im- 
possible that  the  progress  of  the  affection  might  be  more  rapid  after  de- 
liveiy,  than  at  an  earlier  period  of  its  course.  Again,  the  extraordinary 
variety  which  different  eases  of  phthisis  present  in  respect  of  their  pro- 
gress, points  to  the  necessity  of  accumulating  a  vast  number  of  cases,  in 
which  the  pregnancy  has  appeared  to  have  the  alleged  influence,  before 
its  reality  be  admitted. 

Tubercular  Meningitis. — We  have  had  occasion  more  than  once  to 
draw  tlie  attention  of  the  readers  of  this  Journal  to  the  anatomical  and 
other  characters  of  that  peculiar  form  of  meninghis  of  children,  to  which 
the  names  of  granular  and  tuberculous  have  been  applied  by  its  describers, 
Drs.  Rufz,  Gerhard,  and  P.  H.  Green.  These  inquirers  appear,  how- 
ever, to  have  limited  their  observations  to  the  young  subject,  and  the 
thesis  of  M.  Lediberder,  with  the  new  section  introduced  into  the  pre- 
sent edition  of  M.  Louis's  volume,  are  the  only  sources  from  which  ac- 
quaintance with  the  affection,  as  it  appears  in  the  adult,  may  be  derived. 
Tlje  malady,  occurring   at  various   stages  of  the   primar}^  disease,  com- 
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mences  with  frontal,  intense  and  continuous  cephalalgia  ;  the  face  at 
ihe  same  time  becomes  alternately  pale  and  red  ;  the  intellect  grows 
blunted;  paralytic  symptoms  are  rare  at  this  period;  vomiting  almost 
■constantly  occurs  at  the  very  o\itset,  and  its  association  with  cephalalgia 
is  rcijarded  by  the  author  as  of  itself  strou'^ly  indicative  of  the  presence 
of  tubercles  in  the  meninges.  The  violent  headache  persists  for  from 
three  to  twelve  days,  accompanied  with  sharp  cries  from  lime  to  time; 
tlie  hcQ  assumes  an  expression  of  astonisliment,  quickly  followed  by  one 
of  stupor.  Tire  pupils,  contracted  at  first,,  become  subsequently  di- 
lated. From  the  fourth  to  the  sixth  day  delirium,  commonly  of  a  tran- 
quil type,  sometimes  accompanied  with  agitation  and  increase  of  the 
general  sensibility,  appears.  Somnolence,  and  eventually  coma,  are 
noticed  in  the  intervals  of  freedom  from  delirium.  When  hemiplegia 
exists,  it  generally  makes  its  appearance  some  days  later  than  the  cepha- 
blgia  ;  some  considerable  part  of  the  face,  or  one  of  the  eyelids  only, 
maj'  be  paralyzed  ;  and  persistent  contraction  is  witnessed  instead  of 
paralysis  in  certain  cases. 

Meanwhiie  the  circulation  and  respiration  undergo  remarkable  changes. 
The  respiration  becomes  less  frequent  and  less  deep,  dyspnoea  dimi- 
nishes or  disappears,  except  during  the  closing  days,  when  on  the  con- 
trary it  undergoes  material  increase,  proportional  in  amount  to  the 
coexisting  somnolence.  Even  in  cases  where  the  lungs  are  extensively 
excavated,  the  fever  disappears  during  the  earlier  periods  of  the  me- 
ningeal atfections;  but  it  returns  with  intensity  towards  the  close ; 
irregularity  of  the  pulse  is  very  rare.  The  temperature  of  the  skin  falls 
and  rises  with  the  alterations  of  the  pulse. 

The  duration  of  the  disease  varies  between  eight  and  fifteen  days  ; 
rarely  is  it  longer  or  shorter  than  these  periods. 

Hsreditary%Jltte lice.— The  reality  of  hereditary  influence  in  the  pro- 
duction of  phthisis  is  so  universally  admitted,  that  it  would  seem  a  sort  of 
scientific  heresy  to  doubt  it.  Yet  it  may  be  asked,  how  has  it  ever  been 
proved  ?  What  demonstration  has  ever  been  given  better  than  the  often 
reiterated  statement  (the  truth  of  which  is  indubitable)  that  persons  often 
die  phthisical  whose  mothers  or  fathers  were  so  before  them.  But  ob- 
viously, in  the  instance  of  a  disease  so  common  as  phthisis,  this  afiordsno 
sort  of  demonstration.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  reality  and  the  amount  of 
the  influence  in  question  with  surety,  it  would,  as  the  author  observes,  be 
necessary  to  have  "  tables  of  mortality,  by  means  of  which  an  equal 
number  of  subjects,  born  of  phthisical  parents  and  of  persons  whose 
fathers  and  mothers  were  not  tuberculous,  might  he  compared  together. 
A.  Parisian  hospital  physician,  M.  Briquet,  has  rather  recently  published 
some  statistical  results  respecting  |)hthisis,  to  which  undue  importance  is 
very  likely  to  be  attached  ;  one  of  these  results  appertains  to  the  present 
matter,  and  we  subjoin  it : 

Parents  l.ealthv  or  Parents'  health 

Phthisical  subjects  non-tubcreulou"s.  Parents  phthisical.  unascertainable. 

67  Males  ....  37  ....  24  6 

32  Females        ....  H  ....  12  5 
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Hence  it  would  follow  that,  taking  both  sexes  together,  about  one  thiifl 
of  phthisical  subjects  spring  from  parents  similarly  diseased.  But  "  if 
the  mortality  from  phthisis  at  the  Necker  Hospital  (of  which  M.  Briquet 
is  physician)  were  during  three  years  1  1-37  of  the  whole,  or  a  liltle  less 
than  ojie  third,  and  if  this  raiio  were  general  through  the  ca[)ital,it  would 
siiiriify  that  11-37  of  the  population  of  Paris  die  phthisical,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, whenever  engaged  in  the  study  of  hereditary  influence  in  con- 
nection with  any  disease,  we  must  expect  to  find  tuberculous  parents 
eleven  out  of  every  thirty-seven  times  ;  so  that  if  the  proportion  were 
found  the  same  in  the  parents  of  tuberculous  subjects,  it  would  follow 
that  hereditary  transmission  is  really  without  influence  in  the  case  ol 
phthisis."  It  is  to  be  observed  that  all  these  ifs  are  attached  to  proposi- 
tions which  are  in  all  probability  positively  ascertainable. 

Use  of  Stays. — The  alleged  influence  of  the  use  of  stays  on  the  de- 
velopment of  phthisis  is  possibly  a  mattei-  of  mere  asseriion,  according  to 
the  author.  He  might  have  gone  further  and  aftirmed  it  to  be  actually 
so.  NVe  know  of  no  demonstration  in  any  language  on  the  subject,  and 
are  indeed  unacquainted  with  any  serious  attempt  to  prove  the  reality  of 
the  baneful  influence  which  it  is  the  fashion  to  dwell  upon.  Many  ot  the 
females  submitted  to  the  author's  observation  had,  it  is  true,  labored  un- 
der difficulty  of  breathing  for  a  long  period  before  they  became  phthisi- 
cal ;  but  the  number  of  men  similarly  affected  was  not  less  considerable. 
And  besides  the  majority  of  the  author's  patients  had  been  brouuht  up  in 
the  country,  and  had  not  worn  stays  until  their  removal  to  Paris,  at  an 
age  when  they  had  ceased  to  grow  ;  and  when,  consequently,  the 
action  of  stays  could  have  little  or  no  influence  on  the  dimensions  ot 
the  thorax.  The  question  in  England  is  son)ewhat  different,  for  with 
us  stays  are  much  more  constantly  v/orn  at  all  periods  ot  the  day — 
the  desire  to  produce  smallness  of  waist  is  also,  perhaps,  stronger  and 
more  prevalent  here  than  in  France,  in  proportion  as  the  width  of 
pelvis  is  less  among  our  women  than  the  French  ;  lor  it  is  not  so 
much  positively  small  me;»surement  that  is  coveted,  as  smallness  ni 
comparison  with  the  ditnen'^ions  of  the  figure  on  the  level  ol  the  hips. 
But  it  is  obvious  that  until  we  have  the  opportunity  of  comparing  two 
series  of  women  in  all  other  respects  similar,  except  that  the  one  shall 
use  stays  at  an  early  period  of  life,  employ  them  constantly,  and  keep 
them  very  tightly  laced,  and  the  other  not  use  this  artificial  support, 
or  use  it  but  to  a  very  limited  extent,  we  shall  continue  without  the 
means  of  deciding  whether  and  to  what  amount  the  alleged  influence  be 
real  or  not. 


INGUINAL    HERNIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — ]Mrs.  W.  is  a  widow  lady,  69   years  of  age.     For  the  last 
thirty-eight  years  she  has  been  afflicted,  more  or  less,  with  "  rupture  in  the 
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groin  ;"  but  never,  with  one  exception,  has  she  required  assistance  in  re- 
siorini;  the  protruded  viscera — having  been  able  lierselfto  accomplish  the 
desired  object,  by  taking  the  recumbent  position  and  pressing  gently  upon 
the  tumor.  She  has  never  worn  a  truss,  with  the  exception  ol'  a  few 
weeks,  which  was  several  years  ago.  Considering  it  a  burden,  it  was 
laid  aside,  preferring  occasional  pain  and  the  risk  of  strangulation  to  the 
inconvenience  of  "  being  hooped."  She  has  a  good  constitution,  and 
trenerally  has  enjoyed  as  firm  health  as  most  persons  of  her  age  ;  and 
has  been  accustomed  to  active  exercise  in  the  duties  of  a  daughter's 
family. 

On  the  evening  of  October  30th,  I  was  called  to  visit  her.  My  at- 
tention was  directed  to  the  right  inguinal  region  as  the  seat  of  trouble; 
where  a  tumor  full  four  inches  in  length  was  observed  lying  along  the 
inguinal  canal,  accompanied  by  the  usual  symptoms  of  incarcerated 
hernia,  1  learned  that  patient  had  been  afflicted  lor  several  days  with  a 
severe  cold,  attended  with  cough;  and  that  the  protrusion  had  taken 
place  in  the  morning  while  engaged  at  the  wash-tub,  and  soon  followed 
with  severe  pain,  nausea,  vomiting  and  a  dejection. 

My  first  object  was  to  reduce  the  rupture.  To  increase  my  chance  of 
success,  I  relaxed  the  abdominal  muscles  as  much  as  possible,  by  elevat- 
ing the  shoulders  and  hips  with  pillows,  and  by  flexing  the  legs  upon  the 
thighs,  and  the  thighs  upon  the  pelvis,  at  the  same  time  inclining  them 
towards  each  other.  1  then  made  firm,  but  not  violent  pressure  upon  the 
tumor  for  nearly  an  hour,  and  renewed  my  efforts  occasionally  during  the 
night,  accompanied  with  cold  applications  and  enemas,  without  the 
least  success.  Opium  was  administered  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  the 
stomach,  and  relieving  pain,  which  had  the  desired  effect. 

On  the  morning  ofSlsi  I  solicited  and  obtained  the  council  and  assist- 
ance of  my  friend,  Dr.  Robinson,  of  VVest  Newbury.  Our  effoits  were 
renewed  at  intervals  till  the  evening  of  November  2d,  when  tobacco 
injections  were  resorted  to,  which  produced  the  unpleasant  symploms  of 
increased  nausea,  vomiting,  cold  sweats  and  prostration  of  strength,  from 
wliich  she  was  restored  by  stimulants — without  relaxing  the  slrictured 
[)art5  in  the  slightest  degree.  Our  patient  was  now  reminded  lliat  the 
knife  was  our  only  remaining  remedy,  which,  with  her  consent,  we  would 
be  ready  to  take  in  hand  early  on  the  following  morning,  and  divide  the 
stricture — the  cause  of  her  diliiculty — and  give  her  the  only  chance  for 
life.  Compliance  was  readily  granted.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d,  ninety-six  hours  from  the  commencement  of  sirangulat'on,  we 
met  our  patient  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  oin-  engagement.  Pulse 
eighty  beats  in  a  minute  ;  tongue  covered  with  while  coating  ;  abdomen 
tender ;   tumor  swollen. 

Every  necessary  preparation  having  been  made,  our  patient  was  re- 
moved to  the  edge  of  the  bed,  and  extended  at  full  length,  her  right  side 
corresponding  to  my  right,  as  I  stood  facing  her.  1  then  embraced  the 
tumor  with  my  left  hand,  and  with  my  right  made  an  incision  from  the 
upper,  central  part  downwards  to  its  base.  On  dividing  the  integuments, 
a  branch  of  the  external  pudic  was  cut,  but  did  not  require  the  ligature. 
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The  superficial  fascia  was  next  raised  and  divided  by  successive  touches  of 
the  knife,  till  the  cremaster  muscle  was  brought  fully  into  view — the  fibres 
of  which  were  carefully  raised,  and  separated  sufficiently  to  admit  the 
grooved  director;  into  which  the  bistoury  was  passed,  and  carried  up- 
wards and  downwards  till  the  whole  were  cut  and  the  sac  exposed,  livid  in 
appearanceand  softened  in  texture.  A  portion  of  this  was  carefully  pinched 
up  and  rubbed  between  the  thumb  and  finger,  previously  to  its  division,  in 
order  to  escape  the  danger  of  wounding  the  intestine,  and  then  was  divid- 
ed in  the  same  cautious  manner,  as  was  the  cremaster.  As  soon  as  the 
sac  was  opened,  a  small  quantity  of  fluid  escaped,  and  the  intestine  ap- 
peared at  the  opening,  corresponding  very  nearly  in  color  with  the  sac,  and 
filled  with  hardened  faeces.  Slight  membranous  adhesions  had  taken  place 
between  the  sac  and  intestine,  v/hich  were  broken  up  with  the  finger.  The 
stricture  was  next  searched  for,  and  found  at  the  internal  ring,  around 
which  adhesions  had  also  formed,  and  required  separation.  The  con- 
striction was  so  firm  as  to  forbid  the  entrance  of  the  point  of  the  finger 
as  a  guide  to  the  bistoury.  The  director  was  therefore  used,  into  the 
groove  of  which  the  probe-pointed  bistoury  was  carried,  and  the  stric- 
ture divided  directly  upwards.  As  soon  as  this  was  accomplished,  but 
gentle  efforts  were  required  to  restore  the  protruded  viscera  to  the  abdo- 
men. The  sac  was  left  lying  in  the  canal.  The  edges  of  the  incision 
were  then  brought  together  and  secured  by  adhesive  straps,  having  occu- 
pied about  thirty  minutes  in  the  operation.  Our  patient  was  then  re- 
placed in  bed,  inclining  slightly  to  the  right.  Quietness  and  the  recum- 
bent position  were  strictly  enjoined.  A  dose  of  castor  oil  was  uiven  in 
four  hours,  which  operated  kindly  the  same  evening  ;  after  whicli,  one 
grain  ol  opium  was  administered  to  procure  rest. 

4th. — Has  passed  a  tolerably  comfortable  night;  pulse  72;  desires 
food.  From  this  time  patient  continued  convalescent  till  8th,  when  an 
offensive  discharge  took  place  from  the  wound.  Adhesive  straps  criti- 
cally examined,  and  found  to  have  loosened.  They  were  immediately 
removed,  and  the  wliole  incision  exposed  to  view.  About  three  fifths  of 
wound,  from  lower  part  upwards,  had  united,  as  was  desirable,  by  first  in- 
tention. The  remaining  two  fifths  had  opened,  and  the  canal  completely 
filled  with  omentum,  the  surface  of  which  had  mortified,  and  sloughing 
commenced.  I  learned  that  patient  had  several  times  raised  herself 
upon  her  elbow,  and  once  had  been  upright  in  bed.  A  careful  exami- 
nation was  now  made  to  ascertain  the  precise  state  of  the  ring,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  sac,  in  connection  with  the  omentum,  in  order  to  determine 
the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  the  return  of  the  omentum 
into  the  abdomen,  after  removing  the  mortified  surface.  These  1  found 
completely  glued  or  adhered  together.  I  resolved,  therefore,  to  let  them 
remain  unbroken,  and  remove  the  mesentery  with  the  scissors.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  on  several  successive  mornings,  as  it  was  pushed  for- 
ward to  the  surface  of  the  wound,  until  the  whole  was  removed,  together 
with  the  sac.  An  offensive  discharge  was  kept  up  for  nearly  two  weeks, 
when  it  was  changed  to  healthy  pus.  Granulations  now  shot  up  fron) 
the   bottom  and   around   the   upper   part   of  the  incision,  and  the  whole 
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wouikI  put  on  a  h(!althy  appearance.  From  the  discovery  of  the  descent 
of  the  ouieiiiuui  till  the  cessation  of  the  offensive  slonirliing,  patient  did 
not  convalesce,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  support  her  strength  with 
wine,  o[/iuni  and  nourishing/  diet.  After  this,  however,  the  pulse  came 
down  to  the  natural  standard;  tongue  cleaned;  appetite  and  strength 
improved  ;  granulations  put  forward  rapidly  ;  canal  became  obliterated  ; 
and  December  :-ilst  the  wound  had  healed,  and  the  patient  was  dismissed 
well.      At  this  date  she  lakes  food  with  the  family,  and  does  some  work. 

1  have  Iteen  induced  to  send  you  an  account  of  this  case,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  following  interesting  particulars. 

1st.  The  advanced  age  of  the  patient. 

2d.  The  length  of  time  that  had  expired  from  the  commencement  of 
strangulation  to  the  operation. 

3d.  The  adhesions  that  had  formed  between  the  sac  and  intestine,  and 
around  the  ring. 

4th.  The  livid  and  softened  state  of  the  sac,  and  discolored  intestine. 

5th.  The  descent  of  omentum  subsequent  to  the  operation,  its  becom- 
ing inortitied,  and  its  renioval.  together  with  the  sac. 

6ili.  The  obliteration  of  the  canal,  obviating  the  necessity  of  hereafter 
wearing  a  truss.  Yours  truly, 

PFest  Aniesbury,  Dec.  30,  1S43.  Benj.  Atkinson. 


THE   PROPRIETY   OF    SUPERADDING     INOCULATION    WITH    SMALL- 
POX  MATTER   TO   VACCINATION,   SUGGESTED. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  value  of  the  discovery  of  the  prophylactic  power  of  the  vac- 
cine matter  surpasses  the  value  of  every  other  discovery,  just  in  propor- 
tion as  the  possession  of  life  surpasses  the  value  of  every  other  earthly 
possession.  And  although  the  vaccine  disease  is  not  a  universal  protec- 
tion against  the  smallpox,  we  have  the  completest  evidence  of  its  being 
a  general  one.  In  a  contest  with  such  a  direful  enemy,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  the  vaccine  disease  should  sometimes  get  worsted.  It  is  the  battle 
of  a  dwarf  with  a  giant.  In  proposing  the  addition  of  the  prophylactic 
power  of  the  variolous  to  the  vaccine  matter,  1  do  not  n^.ean  to  imply  the 
least  want  of  confidence  in  the  general  efficacy  of  the  vaccine  disease. 
The  five  hundred  clear  unbroken  complexions  which  we  meet  with  in  all 
our  cities,  where  we  meet  with  one  pitted  and  broken,  furnishes  a  de- 
monstration of  the  general  protective  power  of  the  vaccine  disease.  I 
believe,  furthermore,  that  It  has  all  the  vicarious  power,  at  the  present 
day,  which  it  ever  had.  For  it  is  just  as  easy  to  believe  that  the  vac- 
cine disease  has  increased  in  its  power  of  preventing  the  suscepiion  of 
the  smallpox,  as  that  it  has  decreased.  Indeed,  analogy  would  rather 
favcH"  the  supposition  that  the  vaccine  disease  may  have  increased  in  its 
prophylactic  power,  since  it  is  the  nature  of  all  contagious  diseases  to  in- 
crease in  violence  the  longer  they  prevail.  But  the  increasing  prevalence 
of  the  varioloid   or    modified  small [)ox,  is  supposed  to  favor  the  idea  that 
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tlie  vaccine  disease  has  become  tnilder  or  less  inimical  to  the  susception 
ol  tile  smallpox.  This  supposition  I  shall  not  examine  in  detail,  but 
give  it  a  general  denial  as  a  matter  of  my  own  belief. 

The  descriptions  of  the  vaccine  disease  liy  Dr.  Jenner,  and  others, 
express  in  every  particular  the  vaccine  disease  of  the  present  day.  The 
vaccine  pit,  its  beginning,  progress,  and  final  completion  in  a  mahogany- 
colored  scab,  and  the  febrile  symptoms  which  soirietimes  accompany  it, 
are  precisely  the  same  now  as  they  were  described  to  be  in  the  origin  of 
the  discovery.  The  measles  and  chickenpox  of  the  present  day  (lo  not 
answer  better  to  the  descriptions  of  them  by  Cullen,than  the  vaccine  dis- 
ease of  the  present  day  answers  to  the  history  of  it  by  the  early  vacci- 
nators. It  is  a  fact,  however,  undeniable,  [  believe,  that  a  modified  spe- 
cies of  the  smallpox,  now  called  varioloid,  is  vastly  more  prevalent  at 
the  present  day  than  it  was  from  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  vaccination 
to  the  year  1815.  when  cases  of  it  were  first  publicly  noticed  in  Paris. 

All  well-grounded  improvements  in  medicine  are  received  scarcely  less 
by  physicians  than  by  the  multitude,  with  the  most  imiilicit  confidence  ; 
self-interest  combines  with  the  love  of  reputation  in  begetting  the  most 
extraordinary  reliance  in  the  efficacy  of  new  remedies.  All  exceptions 
and  failures,  in  the  beginning  of  medical  improvements,  are  either  not 
admitted,  or  explained  away  by  certain  disturbing  causes.  Our  ancestors 
were  proljably  no  wiser  than  we  are  in  the  eagerness  with  which  they 
received  new  truths.  Time  alone  gives  us  the  full  length  and  breadth 
of  all  medical  discoveries.  VViien  the  varioloid  first  began  to  be  noticed 
in  this  country,  medical  men  manifested  no  disposition  to  admit  the  failure 
of  vaccination  ;  but  either  did  not  admit  the  fact  of  previous  vaccination, 
or  explained  the  failure  away  by  disturbing  causes.  The  fact,  however, 
lias  at  length  become  undeniable  that  the  vaccine  disease  is  not  an  inva- 
riable protection  against  the  smallpox.  But  why  was  not  the  varioloid 
more  publicly  known  in  the  early  days  of  vaccination  ? 

For  many  years  after  the  discovery  of  vaccination,  the  people  of 
England,  and  everywhere  else,  were  governed  by  their  old  fears  and  cus- 
toms regarding  the  smallpox  ;  they  still  kept  up  their  old  conservative 
measures  and  regulations  against  the  aggression  of  this  direful  disease  ; 
thousands  would  not  submit  to  vaccination  at  all,  wdiich  made  it  the  more 
necessary  for  public  authorities  everywhere  lo  pursue  the  old  system  of 
seclusion  and  non-intercourse  in  all  incipient  cases  of  smallpox.  For  the 
first  twenty  years  after  the  discovery  of  vaccination,  the  wars  in  Europe 
engrossed  tlie  attention  of  the  civilized  world,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  subjects  ;  and  the  strictest  non-intercourse  among  all  the  ^reat  na- 
tions was  not  only  enjoined,  but,  to  an  unheard-of  degree,  practised. 
In  the  armies  vaccination  was  so  rigidly  enjoined,  and  all  cases  of  the 
smallpox  so  watchfully  guarded  from  extending,  that  no  latitude  v.'as 
allowed  for  the  varioloid  to  develope  itself.  In  many  cases,  in  the  armies 
as  well  as  in  hospitals  and  poorhouses,  inoculation  with  variolous  matter 
was  superadded  to  vaccination.  It  is  not  a  litde  singular  that  in  the 
very  year  of  the  advent  of  peace  to  Europe,  the  first  cases  of  the  failure 
of  vaccination,  or  of  the  varioloid,  should  have   been   noticed,  and   pub- 
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liclv  reoorted  ;  as  if  philosophic  observation  had  just  awaked  from  a 
loni  slumber.  In  the  progress  of  tiaie,  old  fears  and  custonns  respect- 
in.'the  smallpox  gradually  gave  way,  and  so  "  et  sl.p  the  dog  o  wa 
to^^un  mad  ainong  the  nations.  The  varioloid  has  developed  .self  p  e- 
ci.elv  in  proportion  as  prevention  against  the  extension  of  smallpox  has 
relaxed   and  opportunities  of  communicating  it  have  multiplied. 

Vaccination  has  shown  itself  to  be  a  mighty  barrier  to  the  smallpox, 
but  not  impregnable.  Never,  until  the  present  ti.ne,  has  it  had  an  op- 
portunity of  showing  its  full  strength  ;  all  municipal  preventive  rules  re- 
sCctin/smallpox  a°re  now  nearly  repealed  ;  the  population  of  Europe 
ns  doubled  since  its  discovery,  and  that  of  the  United  States  more  than 
quadrupled;  the  intercourse  of  cities,  States  and_  nations  increased  a 
hundred  fold  ;  and  the  courage  or  temerity  of  men  in  a  similar  ratio.  In 
this  state  of  things,  the  varioloid  has  developed  itseK,  while  vaccination 
has  evidently  lost°none  of  its  prophylactic  power.  _       ,       ,   ,•      .^  . 

The  vaccine  disease,  compared  with  the  smallpox,  is  a  local  disease  , 
it  discovers  no  tendency  to  diffuse  itself;  the  agency  of  the  vaccine  mat- 
er confines  itself  to  the  point  where  it  is  inserted  ;  and  with  me  t  s 
doubtful  whether  it  ever  produces  a  secondary  pit,  unless  the  matter  is 
caS  to  some  new  point  by  scratching  with  the  hand  or  in  some  o  her 
wav  This  characteristic  of  (he  disease  has  led  me  to  conjecture  whether 
h  would  not  be  better  to  distribute  a  number  of  pocks  over  the  surface 
of  the  body.  One  pock  upon  the  arm,  another  upon  the  chest,  and  a 
ihir  upon^the  calf  of  the  leg,  might,  by  more  equally  distributing  the 
eff  CIS  of  the  disease  over  the  body,  have  a  greater  tendency  to  repel 
the  virus  of  the  smallpox.  I  have  often  made  three  pocks  upon  one  arm 
withoutperceiving  any  untoward  effects  to  arise;  and  sometimes  I  have 
made  four  pocks?  two  on  each  arm,  with  the  same  impunity.  I  have 
never  understood  the  philosophy  of  confining  vaccination  to  a  single 
point  upon  the  arm.  Even  six  vaccine  pocks,  one  on  each  arm  one  on 
each  side  of  the  chest,  and  one  on  each  leg,  would  not,  probably,  m 
.on  people,  produce  much  constitutional  disturbance.  The  vaccine 
ma Tr  howeve  ,  if  diffused  over  the  whole  skin  would,  I  think,  produce 
a  n  o-e'  e^re  disease  than  an  ordinary  case  of  smallpox  Coyer  t  e 
sirwith  as  many  pocks  as  ordinarily  occur  in  a  case  of  d-stmct  smaH- 
pox, Id,  1   presum'e,it  would  raise  as   high  a   fever  and  be  as  likely  to 

^'Ttl'etrly  days  of  vaccination,  the  operation  was  an  important  and 
ser  ous  business  ;  it  was  to  protect  people  from  a  pestilence  that  had  often 
caS  them  to  tremble  and  quake  and  to  flee  to  the  mountains  for  pro- 
tection •  but  now-a-days  it  is  considered  of  no  more  consequence  than 
the  extraction  of  a  tooth,  and  procures  no  more  conpensation.  Every- 
body'vaccinates,  without  the  least  reference  to  the  age  of  the  matter; 
whether  it  is  colorless  or  opaque,  whether  u  .3  derived  from  a  spurious 
pur  lent  pock  or  a  true  one  ;  or  whether  the  system  is  ma  suitable  con- 
dUon  to  receive  the  disease-all  circumstances  of  the  highest  importance, 
it  is  a  .general  law  of  the  system,  that  two  diseases  cannot  exist  or  pre- 
vai   at  the%ame  time.     With  respect   to   febrile   diseases,   the  operation 
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of  this  law  is  very  observable.  The  same  structure  or  tissue  of  the 
system,  i  believe,  is  very  rarely  affected  with  two  distinct  diseases  at  a 
time.  The  skin  is  not  sul)ject  to  two  distinct  kinds  of  eruptions  at  the 
same  time.  Vaccination,  therefore,  in  case  of  any  pre-existing  disease 
of  the  system,  such  as  the  red  gum,  teething,  hooping  cou^h,  or  any  erup- 
tion of  the  skin,  would  be  likely  to  prove  abortive.  When  the  skin  is 
pre-occupied  with  a  humor,  be  its  nature  what  it  may,  it  must  necessarily 
endanger  the  proper  course  of  the  vaccine  disease.  Fears  are  often  enter- 
tained of  the  transfusion  of  various  cutaneous  diseases  by  vaccination  ;  but 
these  are  for  the  most  part  groundless.  With  the  exception  ot  the  itch 
and  the  venereal,  there  are  no  cutaneous  diseases  capable  of  being  trans- 
ferred from  one  person  to  another.  The  danger  of  taking  the  vaccine 
matter  from  one  whose  skin  is  diseased,  arises  from  the  deterioration  of 
the  matter  by  a  pre-existing  disease. 

But  after  vaccination  has  been  performed  in  the  best  possible  manner, 
and  the  vaccine  disease  insured,  by  a  skilful  physician,  it  becomes  a  ques- 
tion whether  we  ought  not  to  superadd  inoculation  with  the  smallpox  vi- 
rus. In  the  absence  of  all  sanitary  rules  and  laws,  the  contagion  of 
smallpox  must  have  full  play  ;  the  means  of  social  intercourse  are  mul- 
tiplying every  day  ;  the  extremes  of  society  are  mixed  together  in  an  un- 
precedented degree,  in  tieated  cars,  musty  steamboats,  and  unventilated 
boarding  houses  ;  everybody  shakes  imnds  with  everybody,  eats  with 
everybody,  and  sleeps  with  everybody.  Why  not  anticipate  the  conta- 
gion by  general  inoculation  ?  The  varioloid  produced  by  inoculation 
with  the  smallpox  matter,  must  be  as  much  milder  than  the  varioloid 
taken  in  the  natural  way,  as  the  smallpox  produced  by  inoculation  is 
milder  than  the  same  disease  taken  in  tlie  natural  way.  The  danger, 
therefore,  of  superadding  inoculation  with  smallpox  matter  to  vaccination, 
must  be  exceedingly  small,  whereas  the  danger  of  having  it  in  the  natural 
way  is  hazardous.  I  have  known  many  cases  of  adding  inoculation  with 
variolous  matter  to  vaccination,  without  producing  any  other  disease  than 
a  spurious  or  varioloid  pock.  In  one  case  of  confluent  smallpox,  in  the 
person  of  a  boy,  the  father,  and  aunt  who  nursed  him,  were  both  inocu- 
lated with  matter  taken  from  the  boy,  but  it  produced  in  both  only  a 
single  varioloid  pock  where  the  matter  was  inserted  ;  whereas  a  taniily  of 
seven  persons,  who  lived  in  the  chambers  of  the  same  house,  all  had  a 
slight  attack  of  the  varioloid.  Whether  in  this  case  the  inoculation  with 
variolous  matter  had  any  power  in  preventing  the  smallpox,  I  am  unable 
to  say  ;  but  it  is  a  little  singular  that  both  of  them,  who  were  muc-l!  more 
exposed  than  the  others,  should  have  escajied,  and  all  the  others  take  the 
disease,  although  they  had  all  been  thoroughly  vaccinated  some  years 
before.  In  the  early  days  of  vaccination,  inoculation  with  variolous  mat- 
ter was  superadded  in  thousands  of  cases,  to  test  the  validity  of  the  vac- 
cine disease  ;  why  not  renew  the  practice?  In  one  case  in  three  hun- 
dred, it  might  excite  a  mild  disease  ;  but  in  the  great  mass  of  cases  it 
would  only  excite  a  single  spurious  or  varioloid  pock  where  the  matter 
was  inserted.  D.  B.   Slack. 

Providence,  R.  L,  Jan.  1,  1844. 
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GONORRHCEA    DORMIENTIUiM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  know  not  when  I  have  been  more  pleased  with  a  com- 
nuinication,  than  I  was  with  the  one  conlained  in  Vol.  XXVI!.,  page  11, 
of  your  Journal,  by  Charles  Knowlton.  It  is  after  reviewing  said  article, 
that  1  have  thought  proper  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  case,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  reflections  ;  the  whole  of  which  is  most  re- 
spectfully submitted  for  you  to  decide,  whether  they  are  worthy  of  a  place 
in  your  valuable  repository.  It  cannot  be  expected  of  an  individual 
who  barely  takes  his  pen  in  hand  once  a  quarter  to  write  for  pub- 
lication, that  he  can  give  an  article  the  fine  polish  of  one  who  makes 
writing  his  business  ;  therefore  you  must  take  it  for  granted  that  all 
which  comes  from  my  pen  will  be,  in  a  tasteful  point  of  view,  like  the 
stones  which  the  Jews  were  commanded  to  build  their  temple  of,  unhewn 
and  unpolished. 

The  reason  why  pliysicians  have  i)een  under  the  necessity  of  declaring 
their  unsuccessfulness  in  curing  the  above-named  disease  is,  in  my  opinion, 
because  they  have  conducted  their  practice  upon  an  erroneous  or  false 
theory.  Instead  of  its  being  a  disease,  as  heretofore  generally  supposed, 
owing  to,  or  originating  in,  a  debilitated  state  of  the  genital  organs,  or 
system  entire,  it  is,  probably,  caused  by  an  irritable  state  of  the  nervous 
system  ;  which  increased  excitement  of  the  nerves  is  produced  or  brought 
about  by  the  perusal  of  obscene  books.  1  do  not  say  that  this  disease 
is  always  contracted  by  the  reading  of  books  of  an  obscene  character, 
butt  verily  believe  that  of  all  the  known  causes,  this  is  the  most  prolific. 
Many  young  people  get  it  into  their  heads,  by  the  reading  of  these 
health-destroying  productions,  that  nothing  save  sexual  intercourse  ren- 
ders this  life  desirable.  On  this  point  a  chapter  might  be  written, showing 
that  these  books — these  Upases  of  corruption — account  in  a  great  measure 
for  so  many  premature  and  unprofitable  marriages.  Many,  whose  circum- 
stances will  not  admit  of  their  marrying,  and  whose  venereal  appetite  is 
whetted  to  fury  by  the  vivid  coloring  of  these  books,  resort,  for  the  grati- 
fying of  their  feelings,  to  masturbation  ;  which  manual  operation  is  nearly 
always,  if  practised  to  a  great  extent,  either  sooner  or  later  sure  to  entail 
a  gonorrhoea  upon  its  victim.  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  right,  but  I 
verily  believe  that  a  person  never  had  a  seminal  emissi'ni  during  sleep,  but 
what  it  was  the  effect  of  some  libidinous  dream,  which  is  only  an  imper- 
fect exercise  of  the  memory,  or  intermediate  state  between  vigilance  and 
sleep.  The  tendency  to  libidinous  dreaming  will  be  in  exact  proportion 
to  the  degree  of  irritability  which  exists  in  the  nervous  system  ;  and  as 
the  desire  to  gratify  the  venereal  appetite  reigns  predominant  over  all 
others  in  this  class  of  unfortunate  individuals,  the  object  of  his  lusts  dur- 
ing the  day  is  sure  to  present  herself,  in  a  "  non-resistant  mood,"  during 
his  dreams  by  night.  The  effect  which  the  mind  exerts  over  the  physi- 
cal fiiiirtions  is  incalculable  ;  and  in  order  to  enjoy  a  good  state  of  health, 
and  exhibit  a  robustness  of  constitution,  there  must  exist  an  equal  degree 
of  soundness  in  action  in  the  menial  and  physical  functions.     Hence  we 
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liave  a  direct  clue  to  one  of  tlie  causes  wliy  the  brute  creation  are  endow- 
ed with,  or  enjoy,  a  more  equal  degree  of  health  tiian  the  human  species. 
Their  propensities  are  more  equal  and  less  diversified  than  ours;  and  the 
procrealive  faculties  being  exercised  at  more  stated  periods,  and  less  often, 
they  acquire  a  greater  strength  of  catenation,  and  iheir  cerebral  organs, 
which  are  the  grand  seat  of  the  nervous  system,  are  permitted  to  rest 
more  quietly.  This  continual  desire  or  teasing  to  satisfy  the  venereal 
appetite  in  those  who  practise  onanism,  accelerates  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  and  excites  the  nervous  system  ;  and  unless  this  undue  excitement 
is  done  away,  by  producing  an  abatement  in  the  degree  of  thinking,  by 
marriage  or  otherwise,  it  will  produce  indirect  debility  ;  which  debility 
will,  there  is  no  doubt,  greatly  augment  the  seminal  discharges. 

But  now  to  the  describing  of  the  case  1  made  mention  of  in  the  com- 
mencement. The  patient  was  a  young  man,  somewhere  near  the  age  of 
22,  of  a  nervous  temperament.  Three  years  since,  he  applied  to  a  phy- 
sician for  advice.  He  complained  of  general  debility,  pain  in  the  joints, 
indigestion,  headache,  &c.  His  pliysician,  supposing  his  difficulties  to 
have  their  origin  in  an  unhealthy  state  of  the  stomach  and  liver,  pre- 
scnbed  accordingly  ;  but  with  no  benefit.  A  number  of  |)hysicians  were 
called  upon  in  turn  to  prescribe  for  his  difficulties,  but  each,  being  igno- 
rant of  the  nature  of  his  complaints  (for  he  informed  them  not  as  to  the 
itrue  character  of  his  disease),  did  him  no  good.  Something  near  two 
years  ago,  supposing  his  disease  to  be  gonorrhcea  dormientium,  I  pur- 
chased and  presented  him  with  DeaJandci's  Treatise  on  Onanism.  He 
read  it,  and  acknowledged  to  me  that  gonorrhoea,  as  he  understood  it 
from  the  book,  was  his  complaint,  and  that  in  masturbation  it  had  its 
origin  ;  which  practice  he  said  he  contracted  from  the  reading  of  obscene 
books  when  young.  At  this  time  he  was  what  might  be  termed  a  living 
■skeleton.  His  skin  was  completely  paved  with  furfuraceous  scales,  and 
so  irritable  were  his  genital  organs  that  he  could  have  nothing  pass  his 
bowels  without  having  seminal  emissions.  Instead  of  telling  him,  as  I 
fear  physicians  are  too  prone  to  do,  that  his  case  was  deplorable  or  hope- 
less, I  strove  to  quell  the  undue  excitement  of  the  nervous  system,  by 
saying  to  him  that  I  thought  we  should  be  able  to  restore  the  secretions 
in  general  to  their  normal  condition,  to  calm  the  irritable  state  of  the 
nerves,  and  that  in  a  short  time  he  would  regain  his  health.  To  produce 
the  desired  effect  he  was  ordered  tincturaguaiaci,  ammoniati,  carb.  of  iron, 
tinct.  lytta,  balsam  copaiva,  he,  and  before  one  fortnight  had  passed  he 
told  me  that  he  felt  like  a  new  being.  The  scales  no  longer  collected  on 
the  surface,  and  the  emissions  began  to  occur  less  frequently.  He  was 
no  longer  obliged  to  live  on  nothing,  comparatively  speaking,  on  ac- 
count of  his  food  distressing  him,  as  it  had  done  heretofore.  He  now 
weighs  160  pounds,  I  should  think,  and  is  free  from  any  of  his  former 
difficulties.  He  says,  had  it  not  been  for  Deslandes's  Treatise  on  Onan- 
ism, he  should  ere  this  have  been  in  his  grave. 

Physicians  have  lal)ored  assiduously  to  cure  this  complaint  by  injec- 
tions, mistaking  the  disease  for  the  symptoms.  If  they  should  search  out 
the  causa  proxima,  or  remote  cause,   and    prescribe  for   the  same,    there 
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would  be  less  use  for  injections,  and  our  journals  would  not  long  be  filled 
with  tliein  from  A,  B,  and  C,  claiming  them  as  specifics.  What  should 
we  tliink  of  a  physician,  who  on  being  called  to  a  case  of  dysentery, 
should,  in  order  to  restrain  the  discharges  from  the  bowels,  give  a  dose  of 
catechu,  instead  of  endeavoring  to  correct  the  primary  cause?  Why  we 
should  call  him  (or  I  should  myself,  at  least)  an  ignoramus,  or  vain  pre- 
tender, as  it  respects  his  knowledge  of  the  true  nature  of  the  case. 
Therefore  it  is  in  vain  to  suppose  that  we  can  cure  nocturnal  emissions  by 
injections,  without  any  other  recuperative  means.  I  do  not  mean  to  be 
understood  as  saying  that  injp'ctions  are  never  useful,  for  such  is  not  the 
opinion  that  I  entertain  of  ihem.  In  goiwrrhcea  impurn,  in  which  there 
is  a  purulent  discharge,  I  believe  them  to  be,  as  a  secondary  means,  of 
essential  service,  if  composed  of  the  right  materials,  by  their  meclianical 
operation  ;  that  is,  by  ridding  the  parts  of  the  viscid,  tenacious  and  acri- 
monious matter,  which  no  doubt  has  a  tendency  to  prolong  the  cure ;  but 
I  do  give  it  as  my  opinion  (and  only  such)  that  in  gonorrhcea  dormien- 
tium  they  are  entirely  inadmissible.  Levi  Aldrich. 

Reading,  Vl,  Dec.  30,  1843. 
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The  Surgeon-GeneraVs  Report. — Those  who  are  interested  in  the 
medical  statistics  of  this  country — and  what  friend  of  science  is  not — will 
derive  much  satisfaction  from  the  series  of  reports  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  by  Thomas  Lawson,  M.D.,  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army. 
The  report  of  1843,  which  was  rendered  in  on  the  last  of  October,  has 
just  made  its  appearance,  in  connection,  it  is  presumed,  with  that  of  the 
Secretary,  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  and  therefore  but  recently  laid  be- 
fore Congress.  We  feel  that  it  will  be  an  act  of  justice  to  extract  some  of 
the  more  essential  parts  of  the  report,  in  an  unbroken  chain  ;  and  this  we 
can  the  better  do,  on  account  of  the  brevity  of  the  document,  which  is  in 
itself  a  recommendation  not  to  be  overlooked. 

There  has  been  paid  at  the  treasury,  and  by  disbursing  agents,  for  medi- 
cal and  hospital  supplies,  meteorological  instruments,  books,  furniture,  &X-. 
$18,521  22. 

"  The  medical  supplies  for  the  army  have  been  furnished  to  all  the 
military  posts,  by  the  medical  purveyor  at  New  York,  with  the  utmost 
reguhirity  and  promptitude  ;  and  the  articles  provided  have  been  of  the 
best  quality,  and,  withal,  were  purchased  at  the  lowest  possible  cost.  Dur- 
ino-  the  last  four  or  five  years,  the  average  cost  of  the  medical  supplies  has 
been  about  S2  60  per  man  per  year;  for  the  lost  twelve  months,  S2  22 
per  man.  Below  this  amount  we  cannot  go,  without  abridging  the  sick 
of  some  of  the  necessary  comforts;  but.  with  this  sum,  we  have  hereto- 
fore provided  all  the  essential  articles  of  medi'al  stores,  and  we  can  con- 
tinue to  furnish  every  comfort  and  convenience    which  the  officer  or   the 
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unlisted  soldier  can  reasonably  expect  or  rightfully  claim  of  the  government. 
"  Tlie  number  of  cases  of  indisposition  which  have  been  under  treat- 
ment in  the  army,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  was  27,734;  26,S20  of 
ivhich  occurred  within  the  past  year;  914  being  cases  that  remained  of 
the  preceding  year.  Of  the  whole  number  of  sick.  26,513  have  been  re- 
stored to  duty,  309  have  been  discharged  the  service,  IS  have  deserted, 
and  160  have  died;  leaving,  on  the  30ih  September,  726  still  on  the  sick 
report. 

"  The  mean  strength  of  the  army  for  the  last  12  months  has  been  about 
9,S63  ;  and  as  the  number  of  sick,  during  the  same  period,  was  27,734, 
and  the  aggregate  of  deaths  was  160,  it  will  appear  that  the  proportion  of 
cases  of  indisposition  to  the  number  of  men  in  service,  was  as  2.81  to  1,  or 
281  per  cent.  ;  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  the  number  of  men,  as  1  to  61  5-8, 
or  a  fraction  less  than  1§  per  cent.  ;  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  the 
number  of  cases  treated,  as  1  to  173  7-100  or  57-100  per  cent. 

"  A  medical  board  for  the  examination  of  assistant  surgeons  for  promo- 
tion, and  of  applicants  for  appointment  to  the  medical  staff  of  the  army, 
was  convened  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  1st  of  July  last.  Before 
this  board  one  assistant  surgeon  presented  himself  for  examination  ;  and, 
having  been  found  qualified,  he  was  recommended  for  promotion. 

"From  among  the  applicants  for  appointment,  twenty-four  were  invited 
to  the  examination,  fourteen  of  whom  only  reported  to  the  board  ;  ten 
having  declined,  or  failed  to  present  themselves  for  examination.  Of 
those  who  reported  to  the  board,  three  afterwards  withdrew  without  an 
examination  ;  one  was  objected  to,  on  account  of  physical  disqualifications  ; 
and  ten  were  examined  ;  and  of  these  last,  four  were  approved  and  recom- 
mended for  appointment. 

"  In  conformity  with  the  will  of  Congress,  expressed  and  implied,  an 
additional  number  of  barometers  have  been  purchased  and  placed  at  the 
prominent  positions  in  our  country  ;  and  the  medical  officers  have  been 
required  to  give  all  the  attention  to  meteorology  practicable,  compatible 
with  their  duty  to  the  sick,  and  other  higher  obligations  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  so  that,  in  addition  to  the  thermometrical  and  other  meteorological 
observations  which  have  been  heretofore  received  from  the  different  mili- 
tary posts,  we  shall  be  able  to  report  barometrical  observations  also,  from 
most  of  the  important  stations  in  the  United  States. 

"  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  War 
and  of  Congress  to  the  fact,  that,  at  many  of  the  forts  on  the  seaboard,  no 
proper  buildings  have  been  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  of 
the  garrison. 

"  As  a  general  rule,  in  the  absence  of  all  accommodations  outside  of  the 
walls,  some  of  the  casemates  of  the  fort  are  allotted  to  the  purposes  of  a 
hospital  ;  where,  in  addition  to  the  want  of  privacy,  and  deficiency  of 
ventilation  and  of  light,  the  sick  are  constantly  annoyed  by  the  trampling 
of  the  other  men,  and  the  clanguor  of  their  arms  within  the  area  of  the 
fort,  and  frequently  shocked  by  the  thunder  of  the  cannon,  and  the  rattling 
of  the  battlements  over  their  heads." 

That  part  of  the  report  which  relates  to  Professor  Espy's  operations,  is 
of  sufficient  consequence  to  have  a  page  exclusively  devoted  to  its 
consideration. 

It  is  apparent,  from  an  examination  of  Surgeon-general  Lawson's  an- 
nual reports,  that  he  is  an  indefatigable  officer,  who  is  not  only  exceedingly 
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accurate  and  efficient  himself,  hut  requires  that  all  who  are  associated 
with  him  in  the  administration  of  medical  services,  of  whatever  name  or 
nature,  he  equally  so. — Among  the  diseases  producing;  sickness  in  the 
army,  we  perceive  that  there  was  no  case  of  variola  during  the  year,  and 
only  3  cases  of  varioloid.  The  one  which  numhers  highest  is  catarrhus, 
the  cases  heing  3,795,  with  3  deaths.  Phliiisis  numbers  31,  with,  of 
course,  great  fsitality,  the  deaths  being  2G.  Diarrhoea,  2,291  cases,  and  9 
deaths.  Typhus  fever,  11,  with  2  deaths;  febris  lyphus  icterodes,  55, 
with  12  deaths.  Remittent  fever.  530,  23  deaths.  "Continued  fever,  69, 
1  death.  Intermiilent  fever,  quotidian,  2,747,  2  deaths  ;  tertian,  2,445,  no 
deaths  ;  quartan,  29,  1  death.     Influenza,  1,348,  none  fatal. 


Exhibition  of  White  Negroes. — Two  white  boys,  born  of  negro  parents, 
referred  to  in  last  week's  Journal,  and  now  on  exhibition  at  Mr.  Kim- 
bali's  Museum,  in  this  city,  are  extraordinary  curiosities.  There  is  not  an 
instance  on  medical  record,  of  the  birth  of  a  black  child  from  a  white  pa- 
rentage, but  many  of  an  opposite  character.  To  the  philosopher,  such 
anomalies  are  problems  of  the  highest  interest,  and  all  persons,  of  ordi- 
nary curiosity,  should  avail  themselves  of  an  opportunity  for  seeing  a  siglit 
— the  like  of  which  does  not  occur  oftener,  perhaps,  than  once  in  seve- 
ral millions  of  births. 

Charles  Manner,  ten  years  of  age,  and  his  brother  Peter,  about  eight, 
were  born  at  Eatonton,  N.  J.  The  father,  Joseph  Manner,  born  in  1804, 
is  a  negro  ;  and  the  mother,  ten  years  younger,  is  a  negress.  Their  first 
child,  stillborn,  was  black,  but  the  second,  Charles,  above  named,  is  al- 
most milk  white.  The  third  child  was  colored,  and  the  fourth,  Peter, 
also  named  above,  is  perfectly  white.  To  all  intents  and  purposes,  in 
organization,  features,  and  expression,  ihey  are  negroes,  even  to  the  woolly, 
crisped  hair,  but  which  is  as  white  as  fleece  wool.  Their  eyes  are 
tremulous  in  a  strong  light,  though  the  pupil  is  not  exactly  of  a  pink  hue. 
Both,  too,  are  near-sighted.  The  father  says  he  long  since  discovered 
that  his  own  color  becomes  very  much  darker  in  summer  than  in  winter. 
His  wife,  he  avers,  is  subject  to  the  same  periodical  variation  of  color. 

Such  are  the  facts  we  have  collected  in  regard  to  these  admirable  speci- 
mens of  the  well-marked  albino,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  profound 
researches  in  the  schools  of  physiology,  in  all  ages  of  the  world.  Medi- 
cal gentlemen  should  visit  them — as  they  may  never  be  favored  with  an- 
other opportunity  of  testing,  to  a  like  extent,  the  correctness  of  the  asser- 
tions, the  descriptions,  or  the  theories,  of  those  who  have  written  largely 
and  learnedly  on  the  color  of  the  diflferent  races  of  men,  and  the  causes 
which  tend  to  change  it. 


Castlcton  Medical  College. — In  the  Journal,  a  fortnight  since,  it  was 
announced  that  Dr.  James  McClintock  had  resigned  the  chair  of  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  in  the  Caslleton  Medical  College.  This  announcement  was 
made  on  the  authority  of  a  letter,  which  we  certainly  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  was  authentic.  The  day  following — but  not  till  it  was  too  late  to 
alter  the  paragraph — information  was  received,  from  an  official  source, 
that  Dr.  McClintock  had  been  removed.  Lying  before  us  is  the  Rutland 
Herald,  of  January  4th,  1844 — in  which  this  last  information   is  corrubo- 
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rated  by  the  following  notice  : — "  At  a  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  Cas- 
tleton  Medical  College,  December  30th,  1843,  Dr.  Samuel  Parkman,  of 
Boston,  was  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Anatomy,  and  Dr.  Richard  S.  Kis- 
sam,  of  New  York,  to  that  of  Surgery,  in  place  of  Dr.  James  McClintock, 
removed."  Some  curiosity  is  manifested  to  know  the  cause  of  this  sud- 
den ejectment  of  a  man  who  has  been  an  active  and  prominent  member  of 
the  Faculty  at  Castleion.  When  we  are  informed,  from  a  responsible 
source,  the  medical  public  shall  be  gratified. — The  advertisement  of  the 
lectures  will  be  found  on  our  outside. 


Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Society  held  January  3d,  the  following  physicians  were  elected  officers 
for  the"  present  year: — Dr.  F.  May,  President.  Dr.  A.  McWilliams,  Dr. 
Thomas  Sewall,  Vice  Presidents.  Dr.  Thomas  Miller,  Corresponding 
Secretary.  Dr.  Joseph  Borrows,  Recording  Secretary.  Dr.  James  C. 
Hall,  Treasurer.  Dr  F.  Howard,  Librarian.  Drs.  H.  Lindsly,  N. 
Young,  J.  M.  Thomas,  J.  F.  May  and  VV.  P.  Johnston,  Board  of 
Examiner  s. 


To  CoRRESPopjPFNTS. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Wilson,  Nye,  and  Brown, 
are  on  file  for  publication. 

Makrif.d.— At  Gloucester,  Dr.  .Joseph  S.  Barber  to  Miss  Betsey  Tucker. — In 
Leominster,  Ms.,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Wilder  to  Mrs.  Laura  S.  Kendall,  both  of  Leo- 
minster.—At  Lennoxville,  Can;uUi,  M.  R.  Manchester,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Eliza  Su- 
sanna Haskell,  of  Sherbrooke.— In  Brookfield,  Vt.,  S.  H.  Simth,  M.D..  t..  Miss 
Mary  D.  Allis,  both  of  Brookfield.— At  Arundel  Co.,  Md.,  Dr.  .Julius  Hall  to  Miss 
J.  C.  Kent.— At  Walnut  Hill,  O.,  Dr.  Henry  C.  Callihan,  of  Missouri,  to  Miss  S. 
H.  Metcalfe. 

DiKo, — In  xNew  London,  C'c,  Dr.  Eik-^ha  .\or^h.~At  Liberty,  .Miss.,  Dr.  Wood- 
son J.  Moss,  an  eminent  physician, — In  Baltimore,  Dr.  Granville  S.  Townsend,  in 
his  fiftieth  year. 
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The  month  of  December  has  been  a  sood  New  England  winter  month,  cold  but  not  extreme,  good 
sleiahin;;,  afTording  every  desirable  (acility  for  hiisines.s  The  range  of  the  Thermometer  liaa  been 
from  4  to  46.     Uaromeler,  from  28.88  to  29.97.     Suow  fallen,  23  inches.     Rain,  2.28  inches. 
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ERYSIPELAS  AND   PUERPERAL    PERITONITIS. 

[Drs.  Hall  and  Dexter  give  an  account,  in  the  last  No.  of  the  Arae- 
licai)  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  of  the  epidemic  erysipelatous  fe- 
ver which  prevailed  so  extensively  last  year  in  the  northern  section  of 
Vermont  and  New  Hampshire.  We  copy  that  part  of  it  which  al- 
ludes to  a  probable  connection  between  the  disease  and  puerperal  peri- 
tonitis. With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  erysipelas,  it  seems  to  have 
been  varied,  though  it  resolved  itself  principally  into  the  question — to 
bleed  or  not  to  bleed  ?] 

The  prognosis  of  this  disease  was  governed  as  in  other  disorders  by  the 
age,  sex  and  condition  of  the  patient,  the  organs  and  texture  affected. 
When  the  manifestations  were  external,  and  the  inflammation  of  the  skin 
did  not  recede,  there  was  but  little  danger  to  be  apprehended.  When, 
however,  the  cellular  tissue  became  involved  in  the  disease,  a  long  sea- 
son of  suffering  was  to  be  apprehended,  and  unless  the  patient  had  a 
most  vigorous  constitution,  he  would  ultimately  succumb.  No  language 
can  give  an  adequate  description  of  the  revolting  aspects  of  this  form 
of  the  epidemic.  In  many  individuals  of  advanced  age,  when  the  in- 
flammation of  the  cellular  texture  was  extensive,  the  flesh  would  drop 
from  the  limb,  or  the  whole  member  present  the  disgusting  spectacle  of  a 
livid  mass  of  putrefaction.  The  most  fatal  results,  for  the  most  part, 
were  to  be  anticipated  in  the  affection  of  the  internal  organs,  particularly 
the  bowels  and  uterus,  and  during  the  season  when  the  epidemic  might 
be  said  to  be  at  its  height,  not  one  in  seven  escaped,  who  had  disease  of 
the  last-mentioned  organ. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  remarks  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  pre- 
sent a  very  brief  view  of  that  class  of  cases  to  which  this  statement  would 
seem  to  aWude— '-puerperal  peritonitis ;  not  that  this  disease  can  with 
propriety  be  called  erysipelas,  but  that  its  fatality  is  in  some  manner  con- 
nected with  the  prevailing  epidemic.  It  has  long  been  a  mooted  question, 
whether  puerperal  fever  was  communicated  by  contagion  or  by  some  other 
agent.  Many,  at  the  present  time,  deny  the  possibility  of  contagious  com- 
munication, while  others  in  our  own  section  have  refrained  from  obstetrical 
practice,  convinced  that  they  have  carried  the  disease  from  one  patient  to 
another.  Certain  it  is,  that  while  many  highly-respectable  gentlemen, 
25 
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extensively  engaged  in  practice,  deny  the  contagiousness  of  either  erysipe- 
las or  puerperal  peritonitis;  others,  among  whom  is  Dr.  Calvin  Jewett, 
admit  its  contagious  cliaracter.  The  latter  remarks  : — "  I  do  not  believe 
the  disease  (erysipehxs)  contagious  like  smallpox  or  measles,  it  approaches 
more  nearly  epidemic  typhus.  I  speak  of  the  disease  generally,  not  of 
puerperal  cases,  for  these  are  unquestionably  communicated  by  individu- 
als, whether  physician  or  nurse,  who  have  been  much  with  the  disease, 
to  women,  at  or  immediately  alter  childbirth.  1  believe  the  clothing,  not 
the  hand  of  the  physician,  communicates  the  disease.  1  wish  1  were 
mistaken  on  this  point.'^ 

If  contagion  does  not  contribute  to  the  production  of  this  malady,  the 
question  forcibly  suggests  itself,  how  it  happens  that  the  proportion  of 
puerperal  cases  is  sensibly  increased  during  the  epidemic  prevalence  of 
erysipelas?  With  ordinary  care,  perfect  seclusion  and  guarded  from  the 
influence  of  infectious  causes,  the  patient  might  have  some  hope  of  es- 
cape, if  the  disease  was  communicated  by  the  usual  agents  of  infectious 
diseases.  But  not  so;  entire  seclusion,  and  even  living  out  of  the  circle 
of  infected  atmosphere,  is  no  safeguard,  if  during  labor  the  patient  is  at- 
tended by  a  physician  who  is  engaged  in  daily  practice  among  individu- 
als affected  with  erysipelas  or  puerperal  peritonitis. 

Another  inquiry  is  here  suggested.  Can  the  origin  of  any  cases  of 
puerperal  peritonitis  be  traced,  during  the  epidemic,  to  communication  on 
the  part  of  the  physician  or  nurse  ?  Of  one  fact  we  are  certain,  that 
no  modification  of  the  disease  has  happened  when  individuals  influenced 
by  fear  have  removed  from  the  region  of  the  disease  to  a  more  healthy 
locality.  This  statement  refers  more  particularly  to  parturient  women, 
and  the  question  just  proposed  can  be  answered  more  readily,  by  refer- 
ring to  the  remark  made  at  the  commencement  of  this  article,  that  seve- 
ral cases  of  erysipelas  voccurred  at  Lancaster,  N.  H.,  early  in  the  fall  of 
'41.  Among  the  number  of  these  cases  was  Mr.  H.,  a  farmer,  residing 
at  the  extreme  eastwardly  part  of  the  town,  and  secluded  frf)m  the  in- 
habitants around  him  by  a  dense  body  of  forest,  two  miles  in  extent. 
He  was  attacked  with  violent  and  deep-seated  pain  in  the  palm  of  his 
left  liand,  from  which  a  few  days  previous  he  had  rubbed  a  piece  of 
skin.  The  hand  and  wrist  were  much  swollen,  and  a  deep  erythema- 
tous blush  extended  from  the  point  of  abrasion  along  the  inside  of  the 
fore-arm  to  the  elbow  ;  the  glands  in  the  axilla  were  also  tender  and 
a  little  enlarged. 

This  was  the  appearance  when  first  seen,  and  it  was  pronounced  to  be 
a  case  of  phlegmonous  erysipelas,  unaccompanied  with  much  constitu- 
tional disturbance.  Tlie  whole  hand  and  fore-arm,  alter  the  lapse  of  a 
few  days,  became  one  extensive  abscess,  and  was  opened  at  several  points, 
discharging  a  semi-putrid  watery  sanies,  very  oflensive  to  the  smell. 
During  the  attendance  of  the  junior  contributor  to  this  paper  upon  this 
case,  he  was  called  to  Mrs.  C.,  in  labor  with  her  first  child,  a  fine, 
heaUhy,  well-formed  woman.  Tlie  labor  was  natural,  and  she  was  left 
with  every  prospect  of  speedy  convalescence.  On  the  day  of  the  even- 
in"  of  her  confinement,  Mr.   H.   was  visited,  his  hand  and  arm  dressed, 
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and  a  portion  of  cellular  tissue  cut  away,  which  |)rotrudefl  from  the  lan- 
cet opening.  iMrs.  C,  on  the  third  day  alter  confinement,  was  seized 
witli  all  the  symptoms  of  puerperal  peritonitis,  and  after  a  season  of  acute 
suffeiing,  died  on  the  eleventh  day  from  the  birth  of  her  child.  Tl)is  was 
the  first  and  only  fatal  case  of  puerperal  fever,  occurrinir  at  Lancaster 
during  the  epidemic  ;  and  it  ap|)ears  somewhat  singular  that  this  case  of 
puerperal  peritonitis  should  occur  during  the  attendance  of  her  physician 
upon  the  case  of  phlegmonous  erysipelas,  and  about  the  same  time  that 
the  morbific  matter  would  take  etlect  upon  the  system,  supposing  it  to 
have  been  communicated  in  any  way  by  her  attendant. 

In  June  of  the  present  year.  Judge  W.  was  attacked  with  erysipelatous 
inflammation  of  the  face  and  scalp,  and  after  treatment  for  a  few  days  re- 
covered. While  treating  this  case  the  junior  contributor  to  this  paper  was 
called  to  a  woman  in  labor  with  her  third  child,  who  resided  some  (burteen 
miles  from  Lancaster,  on  a  settlement  made  on  one  of  the  spurs  of  the 
White  Mountains,  called  Cherry  mountain,  out  of  the  range  of  the  epi- 
demic ;  not  a  single  case  of  erysipelas  having  occurred  in  the  settlement 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  disease.  The  labor  was  short  and  natural, 
as  is  usually  the  case  with  the  women  of  this  district.  Three  days  after 
confinement  she  was  seized  uilh  puerperal  symptoms,  and  after  treatment 
for  a  few  days  recovered.  These  two  cases  are  given  in  brief,  but  consti- 
tute two  of  the  most  well-marked  and  decided  cases  of  puerperal  peri- 
tonitis that  came  under  treatment  while  the  epidemic  continued,  and 
though  we  have  been,  in  this  section,  spared  much  of  the  suffering  and 
desolation  which  has  almost  depopulated  other  districts  in  this  region,  yet 
we  must  attribute  much  of  our  success  to  the  great  care  \\  hich  has  been 
exercised  in  keeping  parturient  women  from  the  influence  of  exciting 
causes,  and  also  on  the  part  of  the  physicians  and  nurses,  in  the  means 
used  to  prevent  any  communication  by  means  of  the  hand  or  clothing. 

The  effects  of  this  epidemic  have  been  experienced  in  every  situation 
and  condition  of  life,  in  the  populous  town  and  lonely  settlement,  in  the 
homes  of  the  rich  and  the  log  cabin  of  the  poorest  squatter.  It  has 
ranged  through  all  variety  of  location,  of  hill  and  valley,  and  has  spread 
consternation  and  terror  wherever  it  has  appeared.  In  the  county  of 
Caledonia,  Vt.,  thirty  cases  of  puerperal  peritonitis  occurred,  only  one  of 
which  recovered.  And  in  Bath,  N.  H.,  containing  a  population  of  1500 
or  1600,  twenty  mothers  died  from  puerperal  peritonitis,  and  about  forty 
with  erysipelas. 


EMPIRICISM    AMONG    PHYSICIANS. 

From  Dr.  Coventry's   Introductory  Address  at  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  wander  a  moment  from  my  subject,  to  cau- 
tion you  against  the  temptations  to  empiricism  which  surround  you. 
With  all  the  improvements  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  with  all  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  age,  quackery  was  never  more  rife,  more  bold,  or  more  un- 
blushing in  its  pretensions,  than   at  the  present  time.      Were   I   simply  a 
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practitioner  of  medicine,  I  might  consider  my  duty  accomplished  by  do- 
ing what  I  could  for  the  suppression  of  the  evil  within  the  sphere  of  my 
private  influence  ;  but  placed  as  I  am  as  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  pro- 
fession, 1  cannot,  conscientiously,  remain  silent,  whilst  1  see  the  very  cita- 
del of  our  profession  attacked,  not  only  by  open  foes  without,  but  by  se- 
cret enemies  witiiin. 

It  has,  indeed,  become  a  serious  question,  whether  the  profession  is  to 
retain  that  rank  among  the  liberal  occupations,  to  which  its  vast  import- 
ance and  deep  responsibilities  would  entitle  it ;  or  whether  it  is  again  to 
become,  what  it  is  in  all  savage  and  uncivilized  countries,  a  system  of  em- 
piricism, abandoned  to  the  juggler  and  the  mountebank.  Already,  the  evil 
inflicted  upon  community  by  nostrums  and  pretended  specifics,  defies  the 
power  of  calculation.  The  search  for  the  elixir  of  life,  the  philosopher's 
stone,  and  the  means  of  transmuting  the  baser  metals  into  gold,  are  con- 
sidered among  the  monuments  of  credulity  and  superstition  of  the  dark 
ages  ;  and  yet  they  are  surely  not  more  inconsistent  with  reason  than  the 
search  for  a  panacea,  a  medicine  adapted  to  all  ages,  constitutions  and 
diseases,  or  even  all  stages  of  the  same  disease;  or  the  supposition  that  the 
quadrillionth  part  of  a  grain  of  any  medicine  would  have  any  influence 
in  disease.  And  yet  these  are  doctrines  swallowed  by  thousands  at  the 
present  day  ;  not  only  by  the  ignorant,  but  by  the  educated  and  influen- 
tial. From  the  humble  follower  of  Thomson,  who  conscientiously  be- 
lieves that  minerals  are  poisons  because  dug  out  of  the  earth,  and  that 
lobelia  and  steam  are  sovereign  remedies  for  all  diseases,  to  the  visionary 
advocates  of  the  most  sublimated  of  all  humbugs — homoeopathy;  all  are 
united  in  their  efforts  to  break  down  the  science  of  medicine  and  reduce 
it  to  a  system  of  charlatanry.  I  do  not  address  myself  to  men  who 
thus  practise  their  profession — the  ignorance  of  the  one  or  the  cupidity  of 
the  other.  But  I  address  myself  to  you,  young  gentlemen,  who  are 
about  to  commence  your  profession  with  honorable  motives  and  a  lofty 
ambition,  before  you  have  been  tempted  by  the  winning  smiles  of  interest 
or  the  seductions  of  profit.  How  are  these  evils  to  be  remedied  ?  Not 
by  legislative  enactments  ;  for,  in  this  country,  when  in  opposition  to  the 
popular  will,  they  are  powerless.  If  anything  can  be  done,  it  must  be 
by  an  appeal  to  the  reason  and  good  sense  of  the  educated  and  influen- 
tial part  of  community. 

To  medical  men  I  would  say,  strip  the  profession  of  the  mystery 
wliich  has  too  long  been  permitted  to  enshroud  it,  and  which  has  but  too 
often  been  perverted  to  unworthy  purposes.  Teach  mankind  that,  like 
all  other  sciences,  it  is  the  fruit  of  study,  of  observation  and  experience  : 
teach  them  the  structure  and  formation  of  their  own  system,  the  laws 
by  which  it  is  governed,  and  the  influence  of  surrounding  agents  :  teach 
them  that  the  laws  established  by  Creative  Wisdom  cannot  be  violated 
with  imf)unity.  Then  exhibit  to  the  votary  of  pleasure  the  effects  of 
alcoholic  drinks  :  demonstrate  to  him  that  the  product  of  the  still  is 
worse  than  the  fabled  "  Bohon-Upas  ;"  that  with  the  fascination  of  the 
serpent  it  unites  the  deadly  sting  of  the  adder.  Teach  the  fond  mother 
that  the  functions  of  the   heart   and   lungs   are   necessary  to   health,  and 
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that  by  compressing  the  chest  she  is  producing  disease — perhaps  death. 
Teach  mankind  that  medicines  are  but  relative  agents  ;  that  they  are 
never  necessary  in  health,  but  always  injurious;  and  that  it  is  only  by  a 
proper  adaptation  to  the  particular  condition  of  the  patient,  that  they  are 
useful  in  disease,  i  appeal  to  tiie  venerable  clergy,  who,  from  the 
general  benevolence  of  their  disposition,  are  too  often  induced  to  lend 
the  sanction  of  their  names  to  that  which,  if  they  were  fully  aware  of  the 
consequence,  they  would  be  the  first  to  condemn.  I  call  upon  the  legal 
profession,  the  sacred  guardians  of  the  temple  of  Justice,  to  pause  before 
they  lend  the  influence  of  their  bright  name,  their  pure  character  and 
unsullied  ermine,  to  the  destruction  of  a  profession  as  elevated  in  purpose. 
as  pure  in  practice,  and  as  necessary  to  community,  as  their  own.  [ 
must  give  the  legal  profession  the  crecht  of  having  been  hitlierto  the  most 
strenuous  opposers  of  empiricism  ;  but,  beguiled  by  the  pretensions  of 
homoeopathy,  the  assertion  that  it  was  founded  on  the  inductive  philoso- 
phy, and  incompetent  to  judge,  from  their  ignorance  of  the  very  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  profession,  they  have  too  often  given  their  coun- 
tenance and  support  to  this  sublimated  nothing. 

To  such  1  would  address  myself:  Have  you  well  considered  what 
you  are  doing?  Is  an  educated  and  scientific  medical  profession  neces- 
sary to  community  ?  Is  the  man  who  has  spent  years  in  investigating 
the  laws  of  nature,  the  causes  of  disease,  the  effects  and  operation  of 
medicines,  any  belter  qualified  to  minister  to  the  sufferings  of  the  sick, 
than  he  would  have  been  had  he  never  attended  to  the  subject? — for,  af- 
ter all,  these  are  the  questions  which  are  at  the  very  foundation.  The 
reply  would  probably  be  : — My  physician  was  regularly  educated  ;  he 
understands  his  profession  :  true,  he  professes  to  be  a  homoeopathist,  but 
he  knows  enough  to  use,  and  does  use,  active  medicines,  w  hen  necessary  : 
I  consider  him  perfectly  safe  !  He  may  be  so  ;  but  why  does  he  profess 
to  be  a  homoeopathist,  and  yet  use  allopathic  n)edicines  and  doses  in 
cases  of  emergency  ?  This  very  fact  proves  that  he  is  acting  under  false 
pretences,  for  the  purpose  of  gulling  the  public  ;  and,  morally,  is  as 
guilty  as  the  man  who  procures  money  under  false  pretences  ;  a  crime 
which  the  laws  of  this  country  punish  with  imprisonment  in  the  state- 
prison. 

The  law  prescribes  no  particular  mode  of  practice.  A  physician  is 
at  liberty  to  give  infinitesimal  doses  of  medicine,  or  no  medicine,  if  he 
pleases.  If  he  is  really  honest,  he  will  be  content  to  trust  to  his  success 
for  his  reputation.  If  his  practice  is  so  superior  to  and  more  successful 
than  his  neighbor's,  it  would  soon  be  known  :  if  he  publishes  to  the  wdrld 
that  he  has  some  new  and  more  successful  mode  of  practice  than  his  pro- 
fessional brethren,  it  proves  that  he  is  not  willing  to  trust  to  his  success  ; 
and,  disguise  it  as  you  may,  he  resorts  to  the  arts  of  the  charlatan  to  )n-o- 
cure  business,  instead  of  relying  upon  his  merits.  He  throws  the  whole 
weight  of  his  influence  into  the  scale  of  quackery,  and  does  what  in  him 
lies  to  reduce  a  noble  and  useful  profession  to  a  system  of  charlatanism  ; 
and  the  man  who  employs  and  encourages  him,  however  elevated  his 
standing  or  however  pure  his  motives,  lends  the  whole  of  his  influence  to 
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the  same  purpose.  But  it  is  said  that  regular  physicians  have  become 
[lomoeopathists,  and  having  tried  both  systems,  should  be  competent  to 
judge.  Some  have  asserted,  and  I  doubt  not  with  truth,  that  they  have 
been  more  successful  than  when  practising  on  the  former  principles. 
This  does  not  prove  the  superiority  of  homoeopathy,  but  their  own  in- 
competence. The  truth  is,  that  medicines  (unless  given  in  infinitesimal 
doses)  are  powerful  agents,  and  in  unskilful  hands  must  do  more  harm 
than  good  ;  and  no  doubt  every  incompetent  practitioner  would  do  less 
injury  to  his  patients  and  community,  by  practising  as  a  hoiDoeo  pat  hist 
than  by  giving  active  medicines. 


EXCISION   OF   THE   UTERUS   BY    THE   ABDOMIiNAL   SECTION. 

By  A.  M.  Heath,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery   in  the  Manchester  School  of  Med.  and  Surgery. 

Jane  Burns,  aet.  46,  unmarried,  has  never  been  pregnant,  was  admitted 
into  the  Manchester  Union  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Hardy,  and 
was  transferred  to  me  by  the  consultation  held  on  the  6th  inst.  The 
patient,  low  in  stature,  with  a  tendency  to  en  bon  point,  with  blanched 
cheeks  and  ansmiated  lips,  states  that,  during  the  last  four  years,  she  has 
suffered  from  excessive  discharges  of  blood  per  vaglnam,  recurring  at 
periods  varying  from  three  to  four  weeks,  and  continuing  for  the  space  of 
nine  or  ten  days. 

About  twelve  months  ago  her  attention  was  first  drawn  to  a  fulness  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  which,  on  more  particular  examination,  she 
discovered  to  be  caused  by  a  tumor  about  the  size  of  a  large  orange,  and 
occupying  the  left  hypochondriac  region.  She  sutTered  no  pain  from  the 
morbid  growth  ;  but  its  rapid  increase  in  size,  and  excessive  discharges  of 
blood,  induced  her  to  consult  a  medical  man,  who  sent  her  into  the  Hos- 
pital, when  slu;  was  submitted  to  a  consultation  of  the  medical  officers. 

Viewed  exteriorly,  the  abdomen  resembled  that  of  a  woman  advanced 
seven  months  in  pregnancy,  the  tumor  being  situated  in  the  median  line, 
and  extending  from  the  pelvis  to  a  little  above  the  umbilicus.  It  ap- 
peared firm  to  the  touch,  and  admitted  of  free  motion  in  every  direction. 

The  sensations  communicated  to  the  finger  introduced  per  vaginam, 
were  those  of  an  unimpregnated  uterus  ;  the  os  lincaja  being  situated 
somewhat  forward  and  closed,  the  fissure  being  transverse,  and  the  cervix 
retaining  its  pyriform  shape.  When  the  finger  was  pressed  against  the 
OS  uteri,  and  the  tumor  raised  by  grasping  it  through  the  abdominal  pa- 
rietes,  some  motion  of  the  uterus  was  perceived,  which  led  to  the  suppo- 
sition of  the  tumor  being  attached  to  that  organ. 

After  repeated  examinations,  and  most  careful  manipulations  by  my- 
self and  colleagues,  made  at  different  times  and  in  every  variety  of  man- 
ner, the  conclusion  arrived  at  was  the  presence  of  an  ovarian  tumor;  and 
it  was  our  unanimous  opinion  that  the  condition  of  the  patient,  and  the 
mobility  of  the  tumor,  made  it  a  fair  case  for  extirpation  by  the  abdominal 
section. 
Some  preparatory  treatment  was   then   decided   upon,  with  a  view  to 
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the  improvement  of  her  general  heahh,  as  well  as  to  allow  her  to  become 
accustomed  to  her  change  of  situation.  To  improve  the  aivine  secre- 
tion"^;  which  exhibited  a  deficiency  of  bile,  occasional  doses  of  blue  pill 
and  rhubarb  were  prescribed.  The  ioduret  of  iron  was  also  recommend- 
ed to  be  taken  three  limes  a  day,  and  a  mild  nutritious  diet  was  ordered 
to  be  supplied. 

The  objects  having  been  attained,  the  patient  was  pronounced  to  be 
in  a  favorable  state  to  undergo  the  operation,  which  was  arranged  to  take 
place  on  Tuesday,  November  21st,  at  1  1  o'clock,  A.  INI. 

On  this  day  the  temj)erature  of  the  operating  theatre  was  gradually 
raised  to  70  deg.  Fah.  The  physicians  of  the  Hospital,  Drs.  Chaytor, 
Black  and  Hardy,  having  arrived,  togt^tlier  with  several  other  profes- 
sional friends,  and  my  surgical  colleagues,  Messrs.  Ransome  and  Goodlad, 
being  ready  to  lend  me  their  efficient  aid,  the  subject  of  the  operation 
was  placed  upon  the  table,  when  an  incision  was  made  from  a  little  be- 
low the  ensiform  cartilage  to  within  an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  symphysis 
pubis,  in  the  median  line,  but  deviating  a  little  to  the  left  opposite  the 
umbilicus,  cutting  through  the  skin,  adipose  tissue  and  superficial  fascia, 
thus  exposing  the  fascia  transversalis.  A  momentary  pause  was  then 
made,  to  allow  the  small  divided  vessels  to  retract,  and  a  ligature  was 
passed  round  a  small  branch  of  the  internal  epigastric  artery.  A  portion 
of  the  fascia  transversalis,  seized  by  the  forceps,  was  then  divided  to  ad- 
mit the  director,  upon  which  the  opening  was  enlarged  sufficiently  to  re- 
ceive my  finger,  which  guided  the  bistoury  in  making  the  incision  to  the 
same  extent  as  the  external  wound,  the  peritoneum  being  opened  at  the 
same  time  and  in  a  similar  manner. 

The  tumor  now  came  into  view,  and  was  recognized  as  the  uterus  dis- 
tended by  solid  matter ;  and  this  was  rendered  more  certain  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  trocar.  The  size  and  solidity,  with  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
tumor,  and  the  probable  effects  which  would  be  produced  by  the  next 
periodical  discharge  of  blood,  determined  me  at  once  to  effect  its  removal 
en  masse.  Having  passed  my  hand  over  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  and 
behind  it,  I  raised  it  from  the  abdominal  cavity,  when  it  was  sustained  by 
Mr.  Goodlad,  while  two  double  ligatures  were  passed,  by  means  of  a 
sharp-pointed  aneurism  needle,  through  the  cervix  uteri,  immediately  be- 
low ihe  circumference  of  the  tumor.  Each  ligature  was  then  firmly 
tied,  so  as  to  include  one  half  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  and  broad  liiia- 
ments.  The  parts  were  then  excised  and  removed.  No  bleeding  en- 
sued from  the  cut  surface  ;  indeed,  throughout  the  operation,  not  more 
than  three  ounces  of  blood  were  lost  ;  and  after  the  first  division  of  the 
skin,  few  complaints  of  suffering  were  made  by  the  patient  herself. 

The  intestines,  which  had  escaped,  were  re-placed  in  situ,  and  the  ab- 
dominal parietes  brought  together  by  the  interrupted  suture  at  seven 
points.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  kept  in  apposition  by  applying 
narrow  strips  of  adhesive  plaster.  To  effect  this  object  with  more  cer- 
tainty, a  large  compress  of  lint  was  placed  on  each  side  over  the  recti 
muscles,  and  then  secured  by  a  broad  flannel  binder,  which  was  tied 
nrmly  round  the  abdomen.     The  patient  was  now  carefully  removed  to 
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a  bed  which  had  been  prepared  for  her  in  the  operating  theatre.  Vom- 
iting came  on,  and  a  draught  containing  morphia3  acelatis,  gr.  ss.,  which 
had  been  given  to  her,  was  instantly  rejected.  She,  however,  complained 
of  severe  pain  about  the  umbilicus,  for  which  a  couple  of  pills,  contain- 
ing pulv.  opii,  gr.  ij.,  amnion,  carbon.,  gr.  v.,  were  swallowed  and  retain- 
ed. The  disposition  to  vomit  continued  ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  half  an 
hour  some  fluid  was  ejected,  but  the  pills  were  not  discoverable  in  it.  At 
this  period  the  pulse  was  120,  soft  and  fluctuating. 

At  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  met  Mr.  Ransome  in  consultation.  The  pain 
l)eing  very  severe  throughout  the  whole  of  the  abdomen,  and  fearing  again 
to  excite  the  stomach,  we  determined  on  the  exhibition  of  a  starch  enema 
with  morphiae  acetatis,  grs.  ij.,  dissolved  in  it. 

The  countenance  speedily  assumed  a  placid  appearance,  the  pain  be- 
gan to  diminish,  the  pidse  was  80  and  soft.  Respiration  performed  nor- 
mally, the  skin  perspiring  freely.     Temperature  of  tlie  room,  73  deg.  F. 

7,  P.  M. — Has  had  some  sleep  ;  is  now  composed,  and  states  lierself 
to  be  much  easier  ;  pulse  has  risen  to  100,  still  soft  ;  has  passed  urine  to 
the  amount  of  |  vij.,  without  effort  and  without  distress.  Temperature 
of  the  room  reduced  to  70  deg.  F. 

9,  P.  M. — Enjoyed  a  sound  sleep  for  an  hour  and  a  half;  abdomen 
free  from  pain  ;  is  cheerful,  and  expresses  her  gratitude  for  the  trouble 
taken  in  her  behalf.     Pulse  as  at  last  report. 

11,  P.  M. — The  pulse  has  risen  to  100,  remains  soft  and  tolerably 
firm  ;  complains  of  the  heat  of  the  room,  which  is  to  be  reduced  a  few 
ilegrees. 

Half  past  1,  A.  M. — A  few  spoonsful  of  arrowroot  again  roused  the 
stomach.  Pulv.  opii,  gr.  j.,  was  administered.  From  this  time  she  be- 
gan to  sink  ;  the  pulse  became  feeble,  the  extremities  chilled,  and  at  a 
quarter  before  5,  A.  M.,  she  expired  without  a  struggle,  having  survived 
the  operation  seventeen  hours. 

Sectio  Cadaveris,  performed  twenty-nine  hours  after  Death. — On  re- 
moving the  flannel  roller  and  plaster,  union  of  the  cut  surfaces  of  the 
abdominal  parietes  was  observed  to  have  taken  place  to  the  extent  of  an 
inch  at  the  umbilicus,  the  adhesion  being  strong  enough  to  retain  the 
edges  together  after  the  sutures  had  been  severed. 

Towards  the  lower  part  of  the  wound  the  peritoneum  had  becon)e  ad- 
herent, requiring  some  force  to  separate  it.  The  intestines,  jejunum, 
ilium,  and  colon,  were  much  distended  with  flatus  ;  spots  of  increased 
vascularity  presented  themselves  in  many  |)laces,  though  some  diflieulty 
was  experienced  in  distinguishing  these  from  patches  which  had  become 
tinged  by  contact  with  coagula,  which  had  stained  the  mesentery,  render- 
ing the  whole  of  a  purple  color. 

About  fourteen  ounces  of  blood  were;  taken  from  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  ;  on  searching  whence  it  had  escaped,  we  found  it  to  have 
oozed  from  the  cut  edges  of  the  uterus,  though  no  disposition  to  haemor- 
rhage from  this  source  was  evinced  on  making  the  section  ;  notwithstand- 
ing the  ligatures  remained  tightly  constricting,  and  completely  surround- 
ing, the  remains  of  the  organ.     The  intestinal  cellular   tissue  was   filled 
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with  clots,  wfiich  clearly  proved  to  iny  mind  that  the  haemorrhage  had 
taken  place  from  no  large  vessel,  to  which  a  ligature  might  have  been 
applied. 

The  bladder  and  rectum  were  both  active,  not  having  been  disturbed 
or  otherwise  injured.  The  spleen  was  remarkably  soft  ;  so  much  so, 
that  when  placed  upon  the  table  it  wanted  sufficient  consistency  to  main- 
tain its  form. 

The  kidneys  were  both  much  softened  at  the  cortical  part,  of  a  brown 
color,  as  if  drained,  or  rather  freed  from  blood  by  washing. 

The  liver  had  a  peculiar  appearance;  in  color  resembling  clay,  and. 
like  every  other  organ  examined,  displayed  the  almost  ansemiated  state  oi 
the  system.  The  thoracic  viscera  were  healthy  ;  the  heart  soft,  paler 
and  flabby. 

Description  of  the  tumor. — The  excised  mass  was  found  to  consist  of 
the  whole  body  of  the  uterus,  enveloping  a  dense  adventitious  structure. 
It  was  of  a  perfectly  smooth,  uniform,  globular  shape,  presenting  no  trace 
of  salient  points  ;  weighed  six  pounds  ;  had  a  diameter  from  above  to 
below  of  seven  inches,  and  a  circumference,  in  the  transverse  direction,  ot 
20  inches. 

The  walls  of  the  uterus  were  increased  generally  to  about  three  quar- 
ters of  an  inch  in  thickness,  whilst  the  fibrous  structure  was  as  fully  de- 
veloped as  during  the  dilatation  of  advanced   pregnancy. 

The  tumor  took  its  rise  apparently  in  the  muscular  structure  imme- 
diately beneath  the  mucous  membrane,  seeing  that  some  few  only  of  the 
fibres  could  be  traced  into  it  for  a  short  distance  ;  and  had  proceeded 
downwards  from  the  fundus,  and  more  especially  on  the  left  side,  pushing 
before  it  the  mucous  membrane  which  invested  its  globular  lower  ex- 
tremitywith  a  smooth  shinini:  surface.  The  adventitious  structure,  din- 
ing its  growth,  had  been  subjected  to  severe  compression  ;  it  was  firm, 
hard,  exceedingly  dense,  and  had  something  of  crispness  on  incision. 

Its  general  color  was  yellowish-white,  without  much  vascularity,  and 
it  was  divided  into  definite,  irregular  lobules  by  bluish  semi-transparent 
lines,  not  unlike  the  bands  which  traverse  true  scirrhous  formations.  The 
structure  was  too  compact  to  permit  any  view,  with  the  unassisted  eye,  of 
any  cystiform  character ;  and  so  far  as  the  tumor  had  been  divided,  there 
was  no  tendency  to  softening  in  any  part. 

It  was  found  that  about  two  inches  of  the  uterus  had  been  left  by  the 
incision,  and  every  trace  of  the  diseased  structure  removed.  The.os  was 
of  the  natural  virgin  size  and  form,  neither  patulous,  hardened,  nor  fissured  ; 
and  its  lips  were  uniformly  smooth,  rounded  and  plump.  The  cervix 
was  not  shortened,  for  the  condition  which  had  left  the  os  unaltered  in 
form  would  not  have  admitted  the  cervix  to  be  much  spread  out. 

A  few  remarks  may  not  be  out  of  place  on  the  error  in  diagnosis,  and 
the  expediency  of  the  subsequent  removal  of  the  ttmior. 

As  to  the  first  point,  it  had  suggested  itself  to  many  of  those  who  had 
examined  the  case  as  well  as  myself,  that  there  was  something  of  ano- 
maly in  the  bloody  discharge,  and  the  central  situation  and  firm  character 
of  the  tumor,  and  that  it  was  just  possible  the  uterus  itself  might  be  the 
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enlai<;efl  orijan.  But  the  discharges,  ahhoiigh  large  in  quanirty,  were 
always  periodical,  and  sucli  as  not  iinfreqiientiy  occur,  therefore,  at  the 
season  ol  catauienial  decline,  altogether  independently  of  any  structural 
lesion  of  ilie  womb.  Again,  the  os  and  cervix,  on  repeated  nice  exami- 
nations, iiave  evidence  of  no  deviation  whatever  from  the  normal  condi- 
tion, a  circumstance  of  rare  occurrence  with  the  kind  of  tumor  which  was 
subsecjuenily  found  to  exist. 

The  tumor  was  so  uniformly  smootli  and  rounded  that  the  suspicion  of 
a  large,  hard,  fibrous  growth  of  the  uterus  could  hardly  be  entertained, 
seeing  that  such  swellings  are  almost  invariably  very  irregular  and  nodu- 
lated in  form.  The  uterus  was  examined  stethoscopically,  but  neither  by 
that,  nor  any  other  means,  could  any  suspicion  be  had  of  pregnancy  ;  and 
the  diagnosis  ol  ovarian  disease  was  confirmed  by  the  manifest  enlarge- 
ment which  seemed  to  be  taking  place  in  the  swelling  during  the  few 
weeks  which  preceded  the  operation.  On  the  other  hand,  a  firm,  dense, 
unfluctuating  mass,  and  a  more  or  lesscentral  position,  are  well-known  by 
those  who  have  examined  many  of  such  cases,  not  to  be  incompatible 
with  enlarged  ovary. 

After  the  true  source  of  the  swellini;  had  become  evident  (a  trocar 
having  been  thrust  in  by  which  the  character  of  the  tumor  was  ascertain- 
ed) the  question  arose,  whether,  since  a  large  part  of  the  danger  had  been 
already  incurred  in  the  abdotiiinal  section,  exposure,  and  manipulation  of 
the  bowels,  Sic,  the  greatest  probability  of  ultimate  good  was  not  in  fa- 
vor of  the  extirpation  of  a  growth  which  was  rapidly  sapping  the  consti- 
tutional powers  by  haemorrhage.  Instances  were  on  record  where  such 
a  step  had  been  taken  from  intention  ;  many  cases  had  occurred  of  suc- 
cessful division  of  the  uterus  through  the  vagina,  and,  as  far  as  the  peri- 
toneum and  ligature  of  the  pedicle  were  concerned,  there  appeared  to  be 
no  great  increase  of  risk  in  the  excision  of  the  uterus  over  that  of  the 
ovar\'. 

The  diseased  growth  was  evidently  a  specin)en  of  what  has  been  call- 
ed the  fibrous,  and  by  Dr.  Ashwell  ihe  hard,  tumor  of  the  uterus,  who 
has  given  a  clear  account  of  its  structure  in  the  6lh  No.  of  Guy's  Hos- 
pital Reports  ;  and  although  not  high  in  the  scale  of  malignancy,  it  par- 
took to  some  extent  of  the  character  of  such  transformations.  The  earlier 
bleedings  in  such  cases  ooze  from  the  mucous  membrane  which  invests 
the  free  portion  of  the  tumor,  whilst  the  subsequent  luemorrhage  will  flow 
in  increased  quantity  from  the  softening  and  disintegration  which  never 
fail  to  attend  tlie  onward  progress  of  such  growths  if  life  be  sufficiently 
prolonged  for  their  development. — London  Med.  Gaz. 
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The   following  case  is  remarkable  only  on  account  of  the  age  of  the  pa- 
tient— being  the  oldest  ever   operated    upon    for  the   cure  of  club  foot, 
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■either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe.  The  case  of  a  gentleman  in  Boston, 
aet.  55,  wiiich  I  reported  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
about  two  years  ago,  was  then,  I  believe,  and  still  is,  the  oldest  on  record 
previous  to  the  one  1  now  shall  concisely  describe. 

Mrs.  Smith,  of  Boston,  ajt.  73,  was  attacked  with  hemiplegia,  the  left 
side  being  affected.  She  partially  recovered  the  use  of  her  arm  and  leg. 
Certain  muscles,  however,  were  permanently  contracted,  and  remained  so 
after  a  lapse  of  two  years.  These  were  the  flexors  of  the  fingers,  the 
gastrocnemii,  and  the  tibialis  anticus.  The  fingers  were  so  much  con- 
tracted (and  still  remain  so)  as  to  keep  the  hand  nearly  closed  ;  still  she 
has  the  use  of  the  arm.  By  the  contraction  of  the  gastrocnemii  and  the 
tibialis  anticus,  the  heel  was  elevated  and  the  foot  turned  in  towards  the 
other,  forming  that  species  of  club-foot  called  pes  equinus  varus,  of  the 
second  degree.  When  she  attempted  to  walk,  which  she  could  only  do 
by  assistance,  the  weight  of  her  body  came  upon  the  outer  margin  ol  the 
anterior  portion  of  the  metatarsal  bone  of  the  little  loe.  This  became 
very  sore.  She  had,  besides,  constant  pain  in  the  whole  of  the  foot, 
which  had  existed  ihv  two  years.  She  consulted  Dr.  Gay,  her  physi- 
cian. Dr.  Z.  B.  Adams  who  had  attended  her  during  Dr.  Gay's  absence 
in  Europe,  and  Dr.  Bigelow.  They  stated  to  her  they  thought  favora- 
bly of  an  operation,  and  advised  her  to  consult  me,  which  she  did.  My 
or)ly  doubts  were  whether,  at  her  advanced  age,  and  in  her  feeble  state 
of  health,  the  tendons  wotdd  unite,  if  divided.  1,  however,  made  up 
my  mind  that  dividing  the  tendons  would  relieve  the  pain,  from  which 
she  had  been  a  constant  sufferer  two  years  ;  and  again,  that  if  the  ten- 
dons never  united,  I  would  put  on  apparatus  which  would  enable  her  to 
walk  much  better  than  she  then  did.  Accordingly  I  divided  the  lendo- 
Achillis  and  the  tibialis  anticus,  in  presence  of  Dr.  Gay  and  Buckminsler 
Brown.  1  applied  my  usual  apparatus.  In  a  few  days  the  pain  in  the 
foot  was  relieved,  and  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  entirely  left  her.  The 
tendons  are  united,  and  she  walks  with  ease.  Her  health  has  improved, 
and  she  has  gained  flesh,  as  is  remarked  by  all  her  acquaintance. 

Fig.  I.  Fig.  2. 


Fig.  2  represents  the  foot  as  it  was  eight  weeks  ago. 
Fig.  1   represents  it  as  it  now  is. 
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It  will  be  perceived,  in  this  drawing,  that  the  leg  makes  an  acute  angle 
with  the  foot.  This  is  done  to  show  that  the  ankle-joint  has  its  free  and 
natural  motion.  It  is  a  mistaken  notion  tliat  a  foot  is  cured,  when 
brought  in  a  parallel  line  with  the  leg,  laterally,  even  if  it  can  be  flexed 
to  a  right  angle  with  it.  It  may  appear  very  well  as  the  patient  stands, 
but  very  awkward  when  he  walks.  We  all  make  an  acute  angle  be- 
tween the  foot  and  leg  every  step  we  take,  and  particularly  in  going  up 
an  ascent.  A  person  would  make  awkward  work  in  going  up  Mt.  Wash- 
ington with  feet  which  could  only  be  flexed  to  a  right  angle  with  the 
leg.  The  fact  is,  a  person  who  can  merely  flex  his  feet,  so  as  to  bring 
them  at  a  right  angle  with  the  leg,  must  turn  them  in,  or  out,  every  step 
he  takes,  in  order  to  give  the  propelling  power  forward  ;  and  it  is  most 
natural  to  turn  them  in.  Hence  it  is  that  feet  which  have  been  cured 
in  this  way  (and  many  such  have  been  reported)  will,  after  being  walked 
upon  a  sl)ort  time,  revert  to  their  pristine  obliquity,  or  nearly  so.  The 
importance  of  the  free  use  of  the  ankle-joint,  and  the  necessity  that  the 
foot  should  be  capable  of  forming  an  acute  angle  with  the  leg,  have  not 
been  noticed  by  writers  on  the  cure  of  club-foot  with  sufficient  emphasis  ; 
and,  in  fact,  I  do  not  recollect  any  author  who  has  mentioned  it  at  all. 

January  \2(h,  1844. — Since  the  above  (and  I  state  the  case  in  illus- 
tration of  the  position  that  no  foot  can  be  properly  cured  where  there  is 
not  a  free  use  of  the  ankle-joint,  and  also  of  the  futility  in  most  cases 
of  attempting  to  cure  club-foot  by  mechanical  means  alone),  I  have  been 
called  upon  to  operate  on  a  lad  1 1  years  old,  who  is  said  to  have  been 
cured  about  five  years  ago  by  mechanical  means,  and  by  one  Valentine 
Brown,  a  mechanic  in  Woburn,  Mass.  He  supposed  the  boy  cured. 
He  had  him  under  his  care  over  a  year.  The  parents  also  supposed  the 
boy  cured,  as  the  foot  was  in  front  of  the  leg,  and  straight.  On  ques- 
tioning them,  however,  they  said  the  heel  was  not  brought  down,  and 
the  foot  could  not  be  brought  up  to  more  than  a  right  angle  with  the  leg, 
if  so  much — consequently  the  lad  could  not  walk  naturally  ;  for,  as  1  have 
previously  stated,  an  acute  angle  between  the  leg  and  foot  is  necessarily 
formed  every  step  we  take.  As  he  walked  and  propelled  himself  for- 
ward, the  foot  turned  in;  and  the  more  he  walked,  the  more  it  turned  in. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  contracted  tendons,  which  had  been  stretched,  did 
not  elongate  in  proportion  as  the  leg  grew,  and  the  consequence  was, 
the  foot  resumed  its  former  mal-posilion — and  so  I  found  it. 

I  was  told  of  a  young  lady,  belonging  to  the  same  town  where  this 
lad  resides,  who  had  a  club-foot,  and  who  was  factitiously  cured  in  the 
same  way,  about  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  individual.  She  is 
now,  I  understand,  "  in  statu  quo  ante  bellumJ' 

J.  B.  Brown,  M.D. 
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IPECAC.   AND   ASTHMA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  Dr.  J.  Reynolds,  of  Gloucester,  after  adding 
another  case,  to  those  lately  reported  in  your  Journal,  of  asthma  repeat- 
edly produced  in  healthy  persons  by  unappreciable  doses  of  ipecac. ;  asks 
of  liis  "  homoeopathic  brethren,  whether  they  use  ipecac,  in  the  treatment 
of  asthma  on  the  principle  similia  simihbus." 

I  have  no  desire  to  answer  for  our  homoeopathic  brethren,  but  should 
feel  sorry  to  have  the  question  pass  without  a  reply,  and  should  any 
other  reach  you  which  may  supersede  the  use  of  the  following,  you  will 
oblige  me  by  laying  this  aside. 

But  I  am  glad  to  see  the  question  presented  in  this  simple,  and  appa- 
rently serious  and  candid  manner  ;  and  I  answer,  yes,  ipecac,  is  used  by 
our  lion)oeopathic  brethren  in  that  disease ;  and  1  believe  that  most  if 
not  all  of  them  in  our  city  and  the  vicinity,  have  witnessed  the  salutary 
effects  of  the  medicine,  either  in  pure  asthma  or  in  those  cases  of  dis- 
tressing dyspnoea  which  closely  resemble  it,  and  which  are  commonly 
called  asthmatic.  And  with  your  indulgence  of  a  small  space  in  your 
next  number,  1  will  briefly  note  the  authorities  for  using  this  medicine, 
and  show  some  of  the  reasons  for  choosing  it  in  the  treatment  of  many 
asthmatic  cases. 

Authorities. — Samuel  Hahnemann,  in  his  Materia  Medica. — G.  H. 
G.  Jahr,  Manual  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine. — P.  F.  Curie,  Practice  of 
Homoeopathy,  London,  1838. — J,  Jeanes,  Practice  of  Homoeopathy, 
Phil.,  1838. —  Clinique  Homceo'pathique,  published  in  Paris  from  1836  to 
1840 — reports  of  cases  by  Drs.  Hartman,  Gross  and  others  who  were 
considered  as  the  best  authorities. 

Reasons — for  using  ipecac,  in  asthma,  in  view  of  the  principle  which 
Hahnemann  declared  to  be  "  naturt's  therapeutic  law,  similia  similibus 
curaiitur." — In  presenting  these,  I  shall,  for  the  convenience  of  compari- 
son, place  the  pathognonionic  and  other  symptoms  of  asthma,  and  the 
pathogenetic  symptoms  of  ipecac,  in  the  following  order. 

Symptoms  of  asthma  which  are  Pathogenetic  symptoms  of  ipe- 
familiar  to  your  correspondent  and  cac,  from  the  Materia  Medica  of 
most  of  your  readers,  and  found  in  Hahnemann,  as  therein  reported 
nearly  all  the  practical  works  of  the  according  to  the  results  of  his  own 
day.  experiments,  and  those  of  many  of 

his    cotemporaries ;    and    from    the 

Manual  of  Homoeopathic   Practice 

by  Jahr. 

"  Tightness  and   stricture   across        "  Constriction  of  the   throat  and 

the  chest. — A  sense  of  straitness  in    lungs. — Laborious   respiration,  with 

the  lungs,  impeding  respiration."         threatened   suffocation   and  a  desire 

to  get  to  the  open  air." 
"  Respiration  slow,  laborious  and         "  Threatened  suffocation  for  three 
with  a  wheezing   noise.     Speaking    or  four  hours  (after  taking  ipecac), 
difficult. — A  desire  to  be  in  an  erect    The  same  from  ten  o'clock  at  night 
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position,   and  to   get  relief  in    the    till  six  in  the  morning,  and  returning 
open  air."  for  eight  days." 

In  the  accession  of  the  disease, 
and  often  attending  it,  are  found — 

"  Depression  of  spirits — lassitude 
and  heaviness — drowsiness — watch- 
fulness." 

'*  Pain  in  the  head,  with  vertiiio." 


"  Eyes  prominent,  as  in  stnmgu- 
lation." 


"  Face     sometimes     turijid, 
others  pale  and  shrunk." 


at 


"  Hoarse  dry  cough,  with  expec- 
toration  of     tough,   viscid     mucus,    suffocation." 
sometimes    mixed     with     blood.— 
Cough  violent  and  suffocating." 

"  Fulness  about  the  stomach.— 
Sickness  and  faintness  at  the  sto 
mach." 


"  Slowness  of  conception. — Dis- 
turbed sleep. — Anxiety. — Fear  of 
death." 

"  Verligo. — Mild  or  severe  head- 
ache.— Pain  in  different  parts  of 
the  head,  with  great  heaviness." 

"  Pain  about  the  sockets  of  the 
eyes. —  Congestion  of  blood  to  the 
eyes. — On  stooping,  a  sensation  as 
if  the  eyes  were  swelled." 

"  Countenance  pale,  bloated, 
with  livid  circles  about  the  eyes. — 
Blueness  of  the  face." 

"  Spasmodic  cough,  with  fits    of 


"  Bowels    costive,  or    at    other 


"  Sensation  of  uneasiness  in  the 
stomach  and  epigastrium. — Swelling 
of  the  stomach. — Sense  of  empti- 
ness, flaccidity  and  nausea." 

"  Loose  evacuations  of  the  bow- 


times  loose   when  they   had    been    els — serous,  bilious,   slimy  or   yel- 
costive  before."  low." 

"  Urine  pale,  increased   in  quan-        "  Urine  high  colored,  with  sedi- 
tity  and  frequency — afterwards  high    ment  like  brick-dust." 
colored  and  deposits  a  sediment." 

"  Heart  palpitates. — Pulse  some-        Chills    and    fever. — (Pulse     not 
what  quickened,  but   usually  weak,    mentioned.) 
irregular,  and  often    intermittent." 

"  Coldness  of  the  extremities."  "  Shuddering,   with    coldness    of 

the  limbs,  especially  of  the  hands 
and  feet." 

Now  as  the  object  of  the  homoeopathist,  in  the  treatment  of  a  case, 
is  to  select  a  medicine  the  pathogenesis  of  which  shall  be  in  the  nearest 
accordance  with  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  or,  in  other  words,  most 
homoeopathic  to  his  case,  the  reasons  for  choosing  ipecac,  for  such  a 
disease  as  asthma,  will  be  readily  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  above  compa- 
rative statement.  Other  reasons  for  its  adoption  have  grown  out  of  the 
experimental  proof  of  its  power  in  cases  of  disordered  respiration,  even 
when  adininist«Ted  in  those  small  doses,  the  amount  of  which  can  only 
be  shown  by  arithmetical  signs,  yet  the  efficacy  of  which  is  deinonstrated 
by  physical  and  mental  changes  in  the  phenomena  of  disease  not  always 
to  be  mistaken. 
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I  would  close  my  reply,  by  stating,  that  remarkable  as  the  cases 
may  appear,  which  have  been  reported  in  your  Journal,  of  asthma 
produced  by  ipecac,  they  are  not  at  all  surprising  to  the  homoeopatliist ; 
and  if  your  correspondent,  Dr.  R.,  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  in  Hull's 
Homceopathic  Examiner  the  several  articles  under  the  head  of  Gleanings, 
he  will  find  even  more  remarkable  cases  of  the  pathogenetic  efFecis  of 
medicines  illustrating  the  truth  of  homoeopathic  doctrines,  and  those  glean- 
ings all  from  allopathic  reports  and  publications  of  unquestionable  au- 
thority. J.  F.  Flagg. 

Boston,  Jan.    ilth,  1844. 
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Benefits  of  the  Medical  Profession. — In  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio, 
John  P.  Harrison,  M.D.,  in  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica,  gave  an  intro- 
dnctorj'  discourse  a  short  time  since,  in  which  he  has  undertaken  to  show 
the  benefits  accruing  to  society  from  the  medical  profession.  It  is  a  suc- 
cessful effort — and  the  arguments  are  not  hacknied,  but  ingenious  and 
cogent. 

What  would  have  been  the  condition  of  society  without  the  minis- 
tering hand  of  the  physician  ?  Who.  like  him,  toils  incessantly  to  smooth 
the  rough  places  in  the  progress  of  humanity,  to  minister  to  the  neces- 
sities of  his  fellow  man,  in  his  contest  with  disease  and  death  ?  Who,  like 
the  medical  practitioner,  is  unremittingly  the  humble  servant  of  the  entire 
community,  in  the  prosperity  or  the  adversity  of  those  who  avail  them- 
selves of  his  skill  or  attainments?  "There  is  no  end,"  says  Pope,  "of 
my  kind  treatment  from  the  faculty.  They  are  in  general  the  most  amia- 
ble companions,  and  the  best  friends  as  well  as  the  most  learned  men  1 
know."  This  is  praise  from  a  high  source,  of  which  Dr.  Harrison  has 
availed  himself  in  support  of  his  positions.  But  it  is  by  no  means  neces- 
sary to  resort  to  the  direct  testimony  of  individuals,  as  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, to  prove  that  physicians  are  useful  members  of  society,  since  no 
person  of  intelligence  would  presume  to  call  in  question  their  claims  or 
deny  the  value  or  extent  of  their  labors.  Dr.  Harrison  has  done  himself 
credit  in  sustaining  the  argument  in  the  manner  presented  in  this  publi- 
cation. The  more  it  is  read  by  the  people,  the  better  it  will  be  for  them,  as 
well  as  for  the  profession,  whose  character  and  claims  it  advocates. — An 
extract  from  the  discourse  was  given  in  this  Journal  a  fortnight  ago. 


Progress  nf  the  Medical  Press. — Books  multiply  so  rapidly  that  it  is 
somewhat  difficult  to  give  that  individual  attention  to  each  work,  which 
may  be  expected  by  publishers,  authors  and  readers.  Several  exceedingly 
valuable  productions  are  at  this  moment  before  u;?,  which  can  at  present 
only  be  mentioned  by  name,  in  consequence  of  the  accumulation  of  a 
variety  of  things  that  should  have  insertion. 
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Of  the  new  works — Watson's  Practice  of  Physic,  from  the  Philadelphia 
press  of  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  is  decidedly  one  that  has  a  very  re- 
spectable appearance  externally. — Harrison  on  the  Nervous  Systein,  also 
from  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  which  we  suspect  to  be  a  production  of 
high  character  and  clnims. — Oliver's  Physiology,  third  edition,  from 
Ticknor  &  Co.'s  publishing  house,  Boston.  Dr.  Oliver's  writings  have 
had  a  good  reputation  ;  and  since  his  death,  his  attainments  in  science  are 
A'alued  more  highly,  if  possible,  than  before.  For  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  this  admirable  book  can  be  purchased — well  bound  and  lettered. — • 
Next,  Prout  on  Diseases  of  the  Kidneys  is  another  Philadelphia  edition. 
Many  rare  and  essentially  important  medical  books  have  their  first  appear- 
ance on  this  Continent  in  that  cit}'. 


Travelling  Dentists. — This  thriving  class  of  itinerant  operators  are  be- 
ginning to  be  regarded  as  nuisances.  It  is  a  curious  circumstance,  that  a 
particular  order  of  adventurers  have  discovered  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  freely  encourage  three  kinds  of  business  in  a  liberal  manner, 
without  troubling  themselves  about  the  characters  or  qualifications  of  those 
who  introduce  themselves  to  their  notice.  These  lucky  kinds  of  business 
are — dentistry,  animal  magnetism,  and  taking  Daguerreotype  likenesses. 
Every  nook,  corner  and  by-road  is  beset  with  these  peripatetic  adventur- 
ers, both  in  New  England  and  through  the  regions  of  the  far  West.  It 
matters  not  how  ignorant  they  may  be  in  all  respects — the  mere  fact  of 
announcing  themselves  in  a  mammoth  handbill,  as  the  celebrated  So  and 
So,  from  Boston  or  New  York,  is  recommendation  enough,  and  they  are 
immediately  taken  into  village  favor,  to  rifle  the  pockets  of  their  new- 
made  friends.  They  are  careful  not  to  remain  long  enough  to  have  their 
high  pretensions  weighed  in  the  balance  of  sober  judgment.  In  the 
course  of  two  or  three  weeks  the  new  teeth  drop  out;  the  boy  Billy, 
who  saw  through  a  mill-stone  with  forty  bandages  over  his  eyes,  exposes 
the  whole  trick,  and  declares  that  the  marvellous  exhibition  was  all  de- 
ception;  and  everybody  says  the  new  kind  of  likenesses  are  shameful 
caricatures,  no  more  resembling  the  persons  who  sat  for  them,  than  the 
grand  Cham  of  Tartary.  But  these  discoveries  happen  to  be  altogether 
too  late  for  getting  reparation  or  stopping  the  profitable  progress  of  a 
knave,  who  is  somewhere  else  reaping  a  harvest  out  of  the  credulity  of 
those  who  are  always  disposed  to  patronize  cheap  strangers. 


Statistics  of  Lisanity. — Mr.  James  M.  Barnard,  of  Boston — a  gentle- 
man who  has  made  himself  extensively  familiar  with  all  the  prominent 
asylums  for  insane  at  home  and  in  Europe — has  conceived  the  idea  of 
having  a  free,  reciprocal  exchange  of  the  reports  of  all  these  institutions. 
He  believes,  and  not  without  reason,  that  this  will  have  an  excellent  influ- 
ence on  the  character  and  improvements  of  them  all,  by  the  information 
each  will  derive  from  a  knowledge  of  each  other's  labors.  Mr.  Barnard's 
benevolence  is  equal  to  the  acccomplishment  of  this  desirable  undertaking. 


Prevalence  and   Causes  of  Insanity. — Some   one  announces    that  Dr. 
Pliny    Earle,    who    was    formerly    the    Medical    Superintendent   of   the 
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Triend's  Asylum,  at  Frankford,  Penn.,  has  an  article  upon  this  subject  in 
the  hands  of  the  editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 
It  will  come  with  authority  from  him.  There  is  also  another  subject,  the 
"  Pulse  of  the  Insane,"  which  needs  investigation  by  the  most  careful 
examiners. 

Method  of  tvriting  Prescriptions. — Much  fault  is  sometimes  found  by 
patients,  with  the  common  method  of  writing  prescriptions  in  our  cities. 
They  say,  and  not  without  reason,  that  they  are  too  obscurely  written — 
and  they  cannot  see  why  thev  might  not  be  expressed  in  good  plain  En- 
glish, instead  of  abbreviated  Latin.  Mistakes,  too,  are  not  unfrequently 
made,  sometimes  of  great  magnitude,  which  are  occasionally  chargeable 
to  this  obscure  sj'stem  of  prescription  making. 

In  England,  a  better  plan  exists  than  among  us  in  regard  to  one  part  of 
the  prescription.  It  is  that  the  physician  writes  out  in  full,  at  the  bot- 
tom, precisely  how  the  medicine  is  to  be  used.  Lying  before  us  is  a  pre- 
scription made  within  a  few  months,  by  Sir  James  Clarke,  the  Queen's 
physician,  for  a  lady  of  Boston,  which  is  constructed  in  this  manner. 
The  initials  of  the  physician's  name  are  likewise  appended,  which  is  also 
convenient  for  reference,  both  to  the  patient  and  the  apothecary.  In  this 
country,  prescriptions  are  often  so  drawn  that  the  apothecary  alone  is 
made  the  wiser  by  them  ;  and  should  the  nurse  or  patient  happen  to  for- 
get the  precise  directions,  vast  concern,  if  not  serious  delay,  might  ensue 
before  the  affair  could  be  set  right.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is 
quite  certain  that  our  prescriptions  would  be  bettered,  by  copying  the  pre- 
sent London  fashion,  of  expressing  the  directions,  at  least,  in  good  sub- 
stantial English;  and  whenever  a  thorough  revolution  is  effected,  so  that 
practitioners  dare  write  the  whole,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  their  mother 
tongue,  it  will  be  the  triumph  of  common  sense  over  ancient  prejudice 
and  error. 


Diseases  of  the  Litngs. — In  the  flourishing  manufacturing  town  of 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  the  number  of  deaths  in  1843,  was  ninety-six — out  of 
\v\w\\,  forty -nine  were  occasioned  by  diseases  of  the  lungs  ! 

We  forbear  to  comment,  in  extenso,  on  the  causes  which  may  have  pro- 
duced such  an  amount  of  mortality,  lest  it  should  be  imputed  to  a  wrong 
source.  Many  are  disposed  to  cry  out  vehemently  against  the  influences  of 
the  cotton  factories  on  the  health  of  the  operatives,  and  impute  the  death  of 
every  female  who  has  ever  been  employed  in  one  of  them,  either  to  the 
inhalation  of  the  floating  fibres  of  cotton,  or  the  temperature  of  the  apart- 
ments in  which  they  labor.  We  are  far  from  supposing  that  diseases  of 
the  lungs  are  induced  in  this  way,  to  any  considerable  degree  ;  but  rather 
impute  the  development  of  disease  in  these  organs,  in  many  instances  at 
least,  to  the  carelessness  of  the  girls  themselves — who  neglect  to  guard 
against  a  sudden  change  of  the  temperature,  by  running  to  their  meals 
without  any  special  regard  to  extra  outer  garments.  As  a  general  rule, 
they  are  culpably  negligent  of  their  health  in  this  respect,  and  the  won- 
der is  that,  here  at  the  north,  they  live  as  long  as  they  do. 


Teeth  Almanac. — This  annual  is  one  of  those  ingenious  devices   which 
redound   to  the  author's  benefit,  while  conveying  useful  information  to  the 
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public.  The  several  prominent  articles,  a.s  the  anatomical  structure  of  the 
teeth,  tooth-ache,  their  gTowth,  their  extraction,  tScc,  appear  to  be  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  current  physiology  of  the  day,  and  no  one  could  with 
propriety  object  to  them. 

A  tooth  almanac  is  no  more  of  an  anomaly  than  a  phrenological  or  ba- 
ker's almanac.  It  is  a  discovery  of  modern  times,  that  private  ends  can 
be  answered  by  diffusing  knowledge.  We  must  be  thankful  for  all  that 
is  given  vis,  if  useful,  from  whatever  sources. 


Medical  Missionary  Hospital  in  China. — A  very  interesting  report  has 
been  recently  received  from  Macao,  in  China,  detailing  the  proceedings  of 
the  Medical  Missionary  Society,  whose  object  is  the  introduction  of  the 
medical  science  of  Europe  amongst  the  natives  of  China,  who  are  deplora- 
bly ignorant  of  the  most  common  operations  of  surgery.  With  the  view 
of  raising  funds  for  this  benevolent  object,  the  Rev.  P.  Parker,  M.D. 
visited  England,  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, in  the  years  1841  and  1S42.  His  report,  detailing  his  success  in  the 
different  places  he  visited,  is  somewhat  curious. 

From  this  report,  it  appears  that  the  contribution  in  London  amounted 
to  $225.  In  Liverpool,  a  respectable  and  influential  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, who  "  deemed  it  best  to  delay  taking  any  steps  till,  at  all  events, 
a  partial  opening  of  the  China  trade  should  be  heard  of."  In  Paris,  the 
time  was  too  short  for  pecuniary  contribution.  In  Germany,  the  prayers 
of  the  benevolent  were  enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  institution.  In  Philadel- 
phia, the  financial  crisis  reduced  ihe  subscriptions  to  a  single  one  of  $50. 
In  New  York,  after  two  public  meetings,  a  society  was  organized,  who 
"  thouo-ht  the  most  favorable  moment  of  making  its  first  application  for 
funds  had  not  arrived."  In  Boston,  the  subscriptions  for  a  permanent 
fund  amounted  io  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars '. 

The  Vermont  Medical  Society. — The  Society  held  its  annual  session, 
agreeably  to  its  by-laws,  at  Montpelier.  The  proceedings  of  the  last 
meeting  being  read,  Dr.  Dana  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  the 
Vermont  Medical  Society  from  its  origin,  with  its  progress  afterwards, 
which  was  continued  by  Dr.  Spalding. 

Drs.  Deming,  Cleveland,  Corliss,  Corey  of  Brigport,  J.  B.  Smith  of 
Brookfield,  George  Page  of  Pittsford,  and  Allen  and  Goodale,  were  re- 
ceived as  members.  r^    t\ 

The  following  persons  were  elected  to  offices: — Anderson  G.  Dana,  of 
Brandon,  President;  James  Spalding,  Montpelier,  Vice  President;  Z. 
P.  Burnham,  Montpelier,  Recording  Secretary;  Orren  Smith,  Berlin, 
Correspo7idi?i.g  Secretary  ;  Walter  Burnham,  Barre,  Treasurer.  Edward 
Lamb,  H.  H.  Niles,  Charles  Hall,  Eldad  Alexander,  Dr.  Strong,  W.  R. 
Ranney,  Noadiah  Swift,  John  Fox,  Seth  Cole,  Horace  Eaton,  J.  A.  Allen, 
Melvin  Barnes,  James  Tinker,  Censors. 

Counsellors  were  chosen  for  the  different  counties. 

Voted,  To  appoint  two  delegates  to  each  of  the  two  medical  schools, 
at  Woodstock  and  Castleton,  to  attend  the  examination  of  students.  Drs. 
Allen  and  Dana  appointed  delegates  to  the  Castleton  Medical  College. 
Drs.  Spalding  and  Ranney  chosen  delegates  to  the  Woodstock  Medical 
Institution. 
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Mortality  in  1843. — Number  of  deaths  in  Charleslown,  Mass.,  180. 
Under  10  years  of  age,  89  ;  over  70  years,  12. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  and  town  of  Hartford,  exclusive  of 
West  Hartford  and  the  Almshouse,  was  186.  The  number  in  1842 
was  183. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  New  Haven,  during  the  year,  was  279 — of 
these,  136  were  under  10  years  of  age.     The  number  in  1842  was  247. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Amherst,  Ms.,  the  last  year,  65 

Number  in  Northampton,  73. 

Within  the  litnits  of  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society,  Stamford,  Ct., 
during  the  past  year,  number  of  deaths,  47.  Under  10  years  of  age,  19. 
Of  consumption,  11. 

Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Baxley  performed  a  curious  operation  at 
Newark,  N.  J.,  on  a  lady,  who.<e  jaws  could  be  separated  but  slightly, 
owing  to  an  adhesive  inflammation. —  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Slotler,  in  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  has  been  mulcted  in  the  sum  of  $437,50,  for  maltreatment  of 
an  inflamed  arm  wounded  by  a  knife.  This  seems  to  us  to  have  been  an 
unrighteous  decision  of  the  court,  and  the  medical  gentlemen  who  swore 
that  his  warm  poultices  were  bad  practice,  would  have  found  two  thirds 
of  the  surgeons  in  New  England,  we  apprehend,  to  swear  they  were  good 
practice. — Dr.  Bliss,  a  reputable  practitioner  of  Harpswell,  Me.,  has  been 
arrested  for  the  alleged  poisoning  of  an  illegitimate  child. — Mrs.  Barwell 
is  the  authoress  of  the  first  edition  of  Infant  Treatment,  said  to  meet  the 
approval  of  Dr.  Mott ! — James  Murdock,  M.D.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  is  the 
author  of  a  work  on  Modern  Philosophy,  in  its  2d  edition. — Dr  Ellis,  of 
De  Solo  Co.,  Miss.,  has  been  fighting  a  duel  with  Mr.  Henry  Banks. — 
Dr.  Dryer,  of  Oberlin,  0.,  was  arrested  recently  on  a  charge  of  having  pro- 
cured an  abortion  — A  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Common  Council 
of  Rochester.  N.  Y.,  in  favor  of  an  asylum  for  drunkards. — Consumptives 
are  represented  to  be  flocking  to  St.  Augustine,  Florida. — Dr.  W.  Taylor, 
of  Frederick,  had  the  Governor  of  Maryland  arrested  for  threatening  him 
with  personal  violence,  and  placed  under  bonds  of  Sl,500  to  keep  the 
peace. — According  to  the  Newburyport  Herald,  there  were  but  seven 
births  in  the  city  of  Lowell,  in  1843,  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

To  CoRREspopinENTS. — Several  Communications,  omitted  this  week,  will  ap- 
pear in  next  week's  Journal. 

Died, — In  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Thomas  Croswel.  He  was  appointed  Post- 
master by  Washington,  and  has  held  his  commi.ssion  under  every  administration 
since.  Dr.  Croswel  was  among  the  earliest  subscribers  to  the  Boston  Medical 
Intelligencer,  in  1822,  and  his  name  has  been  on  the  books  at  this  office  ever  since. 
For  the  last  ten  years  he  has  acted  as  agent  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  and  in  ail  his  dealings  with  us  has  shown  himself  upright,  prompt  and 
friendly. — While  sitting  in  a  court-room,  in  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Joseph  Clapp,  a 
highly-respected  physician. — At  Danville,  Vt.,  Dr.  Uri  Babbit,  84— a  revolutionary 
pensioner. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Jan,  20,  !57. — Males,  19 — Females,  18. 

Of  consumption,  3 — apoplexy,  2— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — measles,  4 — infantile,  2— delirium 
tremens,  1— hjemorrhage,  1 — convulsions,  1 — lungfever,  7 — marasmus,  2 — abscess,  1 — di.sease  of  the 
heart,  1— typhus  fever,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1— croup,  2— dropsy,  2— erysipelas,  1— liver  complaint,  1 — 
-Jropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — dropsy  in  the  heart,  I— old  age  ). 

Under  5  years,  19— between  5  and  20  years,  4— between  20  and  60  years,  11— over  60  years,  3. 
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Ohio  State  Lunatic  Asylum. — The  number  admitted  during  the  past 
year,  was  65,  and  the  number  of  inmates  207 — the  number  discharged  69. 
During  the  five  years  existence  of  the  Institution,  473  insane  persons  have 
been  committed  to  its  care,  and  203  have  been  restored  to  their  right 
reason  and  returned  to  their  friends.  Yet  315  persons  in  the  State  have 
been  denied  for  want  of  room. 

The  liberal  appropriation  by  the  Legislature  last  year  of  S45,000,  will 
provide  for  more  extended  accommodations,  and  enough  for  many  years  to 
come.  Additions  to  the  building  are  erecting  and  will  be  finished  during 
the  ensuing  year,  and  those  additions  will  improve  the  general  appearance 
of  the  Institution  ;  there  is  to  be  supplied  spacious  Italian  verandahs,  con- 
structed with  square  limestone  piers,  connected  with  ingeniously  finished 
cast  iron  and  moveable  sashes.  Each  verandah  will  be  37  square  feet  in 
the  clear,  and  thus  contrived,  will  answer,  summer  and  winter,  as  places 
of  recreation. 

The  following  shows  the  supposed  causes  of  the  diseases  of  the  inmates  : 
Intemperance,  35  ;  ill  health,  78;  puerperal,  32  ;  constitutional,  28;  in- 
tense application,  5;  injuries  of  the  head,  6;  excessive  joy,  1;  domestic 
troubles,  28  ;  domestic  affliction,  18 ;  disappointed  love,  16;  jealousy,  6; 
hereditary,  93 ;  periodical,  28 ;  physical  causes,  208;  seduction,  1;  fear 
of  want,  4  ;  loss  of  property,  12  ;  religion  of  all  kinds,  57  ;  disappointment, 
&c.,  14;  masturbation,  25;  epilepsy,  27  ;  unknown,  63;  fright,  6;  indul- 
gence of  temper,  3  ;  ill  treatment,  7;  suicidal,  22;  homicidal,  5 ;  moral 
causes,  193. 


The  Ohio  Legislature. — We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Bennett,  of  Portage 
Co.,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Ohio,  for  a  list  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House,containing  their  ages,  residence,  places 
of  nativity,  occupation,  whether  married  or  single,  politics,  &c.  It  consti- 
tutes a  complete  and  well-arranged  document,  and  some  interesting  facts 
may  be  gleaned  from  it.  Of  the  38  Senators,  it  appears  that  all  but  two  are 
native  Americans,  although  only  8  are  natives  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Six 
were  born  in  New  England,  and  10  in  Pennsylvania.  Two  only  are  un- 
married— one  aged  63,  and  the  other  28,  which  figures,  singularly  enough, 
happen  to  be  the  highest  and  lowest  in  the  list  of  ages.  The  mean  age 
of  the  whole  38,  is  42.60.  There  is  no  physician  in  the  Senate. — Of  the 
74  members  of  the  House,  3  are  foreigners,  12  were  born  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  14  in  New  England,  and  19  in  Pennsylvania.  Ten  are  unmarried, 
their  ages  varying  from  28  to  50.  Six  are  physicians.  The  oldest  on 
the  list  is  60,  and  the  youngest  27 — the  mean  age  of  the  whole  being 
just  41. 


Epidemic  of  Gastro-Enteritis. — M.  Collineau  read  (before  the  Acade- 
my of  Medicine)  a  report  on  an  epidemic  of  gastro-enieritis,  de.scribed  by 
M.  Gosselet  in  a  memoir  presented  to  the  Academy,  and  which  took  place 
at  Lille  (Nord.)  The  epidemic  was  limited  to  a  school  composed  of  348 
persons,  and  affected  150  persons — 12  deaths.  The  temperature  for  some 
time  previous  was  cold  and  damp,  and  the  scholars  generally  remained 
in  the  school-room  siuated  on  the  ground  floor.  On  the  3d  of  February, 
an  entertainment  took  place  in  the  school-room,  which  was  excessively 
heated,  and  a  day  or  two  after  the  epidemic  declared  itself  with  such  vio- 
lence, that  there  were  from  10  to  12  new  sick  persons  daily. — Med.  Times. 
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TREATMENT    OF   COMPOUND  AND   OBLIQUE    FRACTURErt. 

[Coinniiinicated  for  the  Boston  Meilical  and  Surgical  .Journal.  ] 

The  treatment  of  bad  coiDpound  and  oblique  fractures  bas  ever  been 
very  difficult  and  perplexing  to  tbe  surgeon,  and  often  unfortunate  to  tbe 
patient,  who,  finding  himself  lame  or  with  a  distorted  limb,  has  sought  re- 
dress by  prosecuting  llie  surgeon  ;  hence,  vexatious  law  suits,  great  loss 
of  property,  loss  of  reputation,  &ic.,  and  that  often  very  unjustly.  May 
not  some  of  the  first  characters  in  the  profession,  in  their  zeal  to  sup- 
press quackery,  have  gone  too  far?  The  popular  opinion  in  general 
is  quite  too  strong  in  favor  of  the  patient,  while  they  show  but  little 
sympathy  towards  the  surgeon,  because  they  do  not  know  the  extrenie 
difficulty  or  impossibility  of  making  good  limbs  always  in  the  very  worst 
of  cases,  nor  the  difficulty  of  making  everybody  and  everything  do  as 
they  should.  This  is  all  out  of  sight  when  the  patient  appears  in  court 
and  presents  his  naked  limb  to  the  jury.  There  is  not  a  greater  deside- 
ratum, says  John  Bell,  in  modern  surgery,  than  the  treatment  of  oblique 
fractures. 

For  many  years  I  have  experienced  great  difficulty  in  the  treatment 
of  bad  oblique  and  compound  fractures.  I  have  used  Gooch's  appara- 
tus, Bell's,  Desault's,  and  several  others  ;  and  notwithstanding  all  the 
care  I  could  take,  the  patient's  limbs  have  been  galled.  The  patient, 
if  hardy,  may  bear  distension  very  well  for  two  or  three  days,  while 
twenty  or  even  five  days  would  be  insupportable,  even  in  machines  in 
which  we  could  regulate  the  distending  force  at  pleasure,  and  at  limes  alto- 
gether discontinue  it;  there  was  no  difficulty  in  making  distension,  but  the 
great  trouble  was  to  get  the  patient  to  bear  it.  Though  I  had  leather  belts, 
made  of  the  softest  and  best  of  leather,  and  stuffed  with  wool,  yet  when 
sufficiently  straight  it  obstructed  the  circulation,  and  ulceration,  &,c.,  was 
the  consequence.  In  sound  limbs,  where  the  circulation  is  good,  such 
distension  might  be  borne  with  but  little  difficulty  ;  but  in  limbs  where 
the  circulation  is  extremely  languid,  where  mortification  blisters  have  made 
their  appearance,  or  even  some  parts  of  the  limb,  perhaps,  have  mortified, 
unequal  pressure  on  any  point  or  points  would  be  extremely  hazardous. 
The  difficulty  is,  the  pressure  is  too  much  in  one  point  or  in  several  points. 
I  thought  of  the  laced  stocking,  India  rubber,  &;c.,  but  this  would  amount 
26 
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to  about  the  same  thing.  One  day,  viewing  Benjamin  Bell's  many-tailed 
bandage,  as  laid  down  in  his  book  of  plates,  it  occurred  to  me  that  if  it 
could  be  made  to  adhere  firmly  to  the  skin,  some  application  might  be 
made  to  it  so  as  to  prevent  contraction  of  the  muscles,  and  consequent 
shortening  of  the  limb.  I  thought  of  spreading  the  bandage  with  plas- 
ter, but  doubted  whether  I  could  make  it  adhere  sufficiently  firm  to  make 
the  distension  ;  so  I  made  use  of  a  many-tailed  bandage  spread  with 
the  best  and  most  adhesive  plaster  I  could  get,  and  found  it  to  answer 
the  purpose  well  ;  but  I  have  since  found  that  simple  diachylon  is  suffi- 
ciently adhesive,  and  I  use  it  in  all  cases,  both  in  summer  and  winter, 
anfl  it  makes  no  difference,  the  temperature  of  the  body  being  always 
about  the  same. 

Fig.  1  represents  a  spring  for  oblique  fracture   of  the  thigh   bone,  or 
bones  of  the  leg. 

Fig.  1 


When  used  for  the  thigh,  it  should  be  about  seventeen  inches  long, 
and  for  the  leg  it  should  be  three  or  four  inches  shorter,  a,  represents 
seven  spring  steel  wires,  about  the  size  of  those  used  for  knitting  needles, 
and  which  by  splicing  might  answer  when  other  steel  wire  cannot  readily 
be  obtained.  These  wires  are  firmly  wove  together  by  strong  linen 
thread,  h,  represents  the  steel  wires  firmly  sewed  on  a  strong  stilk  rib- 
bon, which  should  be  about  one  inch  wide.  In  fractures  of  the  thigh  the 
outer  spring  should  be  twisted  towards  the  end  where  it  lies  above  the 
trochanter  major,  and  on  the  os  ilium  ;  the  inner  spring  likewise  should 
be  twisted  and  turned  up  a  little  where  it  rests  on  the  pubes. 

Dr.  Samuel  Smith,  of  Bristol,  N.  H.,  made  me  a  present  of  the  fol- 
lowing-described instrument,  which  1  sometimes  use  in  fractures,  for  the 
front  spring.  A  spiral  wire  inclosed  in  a  tin  tube,  about  one  third  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  which  is  soldered  on  to  a  tin  plate  one  inch  wide  and 
two  long  ;  a  cylinder  is  received  in  each  end  of  the  tube,  on  which  the 
spiral  wire  acts,  and  is  capable  of  distending  them  about  one  inch.  To 
each  of  these  cylinders  a  strap  and    buckle  is  attached,  as  also  for  the 

wire  springs. 

^      ^  Fig.  2. 


In  fig.  2,  a  represents  a  fractured  leg  dressed  with  a  plaster  bandage ; 
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h,  the  many-tailed  piaster  bandage.  Tliere  should  lie  three  springs  ; 
one  on  each  side,  and  one  on  the  fore  part  \/  'he  limb  ;  the  springs  may 
be  fastened  at  each  end,  with  stiff  pins,  to  the  pia^.--  bandage,  and  a 
many-tailed  bandage  of  flannel  applied  over  the  whole;  or  a  s.nall  buckle 
may  be  fastened  about  three  inches  from  the  lower  end  of  each  spring, 
and  a  pliable  leather  strap  sewed  to  the  plaster  bandage  under  the  springs, 
which  is  to  be  doubled  over  their  ends,  and  its  end  brought  through  the 
buckle  on  the  spring,  and  buckled,  which  may  be  made  straight  or  slack 
from  time  to  lime  as  occasion  may  require. 

in  regard  to  splints,  some  prefer  pasteboard  wet  and  moulded  to  llie 
shape  of  the  leg  ;  others  leather,  otiiers  the  wooden  boot,  others  bundles 
of  straw,  and  others  no  splints  at  all  ;  they  may  all  do  in  most  cases. 
No  doubt  a  limb  may  be  so  moulded  in  a  firm  hair  matrass  or  bed,  when 
the  patient  is  constantly  under  the  eye  of  the  surgeon,  as  in  most  cases  to 
do  well ;  but  to  adopt  such  a  method  in  country  practice,  would  very  cer- 
tainly be  attended  with  bad  consequences. 

In  cases  of  simple  transverse  fracture,  the  wooden  boot  answers  every 
purpose,  if  well  made  ;  and  so  may  the  leather  boot,  &c.  We  may  get 
along  with  almost  anything  or  almost  any  how,  in  favorable  cases  ;  that  is, 
if  we  understand  the  nature  of  fractures,  have  good  nurses,  tractable  pa- 
tients, and  mind  what  we  are  about.  But  in  bad  compound  fractures, 
crushed  by  wheels  or  trees,  or  torn  by  machinery,  &tc.,  where  the  inflam- 
mation runs  high,  with  twitching  of  the  muscles,  tendons,  &:c.,  every- 
thing should  be  put  in  the  best  possible  condition.  About  forty  years 
ago,  the  mode  of  dressing  fractures  was,  for  two  stout  men  to  raise  the 
leg  or  thigh  from  the  bed  and  distend  it  forcibly,  while  the  surgeon  ap- 
plied his  washes,  ointments,  &,c.,  and  finished  by  applying  a  roller  over  the 
limb,  and  over  that  from  three  to  five  stiff"  splints,  wound  with  tow, 
which  were  secured  by  strong  ligatures.  The  pressure  was  such  that 
in  bad  cases  I  have  seen  the  circulation  obstructed,  so  that  the  flesh  mor- 
tified and  sloughed  to  the  bone,  where  the  splints  bore  the  hardest  (at  the 
ends).  When  great  violence  has  been  done  to  a  limb,  it  should  not  be 
lifted  at  all.  The  splints  should  be  so  constructed. as  to  open  like  a  book  ; 
and  so  should  all  the  dressings,  and  that  by  gently  rolling  the  limb  we 
can  come  to  any  part  of  it,  as  occasion  may  require,  lor  every  part  of 
the  limb  in  bad  cases  may  require  some  attention.  When  the  circulation 
is  lanuuid,  rubefacients,  as  rubbing  with  the  hand  or  some  liniment,  is  very 
useful,  and  may  |)revent  mortification.  Gentle  pressure  with  a  bandage 
helps  the  circulation,  and  allays  the  inflammation  ;  wetting  the  bandage 
once  or  twice  a  day  abates  the  heat.  Judicious  management  in  this  man- 
ner almost  always  removes  the  inflammation  ;  and  although  the  violence 
may  be  such  as  to  disorganize  considerable  portions  of  the  limb  and 
cause  mortification,  yet  the  limb  often  may  be  saved.  Tliere  are  cases, 
however,  that  may  be  considered  as  hopeless  ;  viz.,  when  the  but  of  a 
heavy  tree  (in  falling  trees)  comes  directly  on  the  foot  or  leg,  the  injury 
to  the  soft  parts  is  such  that  extensive  gangrene  almost  always  follows. 
The  splints  which  I  have  used  in  bad  fractures  of  the  leg  are  made  of 
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pasteboard,    lined    with  the   softest   of  sheep  skin,    which   is   glued    to 
the  pasteboard. 

Fig.  3. 


Fig.  3  represents  a  splint  for  the  leg,  which  is  composed  of  pasteboard 
lined  with  leather  ;  it  should  be  soft,  and  long  enough  to  reach  from  the 
sole  of  the  foot  to  four  inches  above  the  knee-joint ;  there  should  be  two, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  leg,  and  should  cover  three  fourths  of  the  leg  ;  but 
in  this  particular  it  may  be  varied  as  circumstances  require.  When  we 
apply  the  springs,  one  before  and  one  on  each  side  of  the  leg,  about  one 
half  or  all  the  fore  part  of  the  leg  should  be  uncovered,  by  the  splints, 
which  may  be  trimmed  off,  or  sometimes  turned  back,  as  the  case  may 
require.  There  should  be  a  sole  to  the  boot  considerably  larger  than  the 
foot,  to  keep  the  boot  from  galling  the  foot  and  ankle.  There  should  be 
three  mortices  in  the  lower  part  of  the  boot,  through  which  three  ligatures 
are  passed  to  confine  the  sole  of  the  boot  to  its  place  and  support 
the  foot.  A  place  should  be  cut  in  the  lower  part  of  the  splint  for 
the  ankle.  A  firm  piece  of  sole  leather,  lined  with  pasteboard,  should 
be  fastened  to  the  boot  to  support  the  foot,  a,  a,  two  very  slender 
splints  of  wood,  three  fourths  of  an  inch  wide,  and  about  one  twelfth 
of  an  inch  thick,  sewed  on  the  splints  to  make  them  more  firm. 
b,  a  third  splint,  sewed  on  the  foot  part  of  the  splints  to  make 
them  more  firm.  The  bed  should  be  firm  and  unyielding  ;  otherwise  it 
will  sag  in  the  middle,  and  be  liable  to  make  the  limb  shorter  and  dis- 
torted ;  for  which  reason  I  usually  put  two  boards  under  the  under  bed, 
reaching  from  head  to  foot,  on  which  the  patient  lies.  The  foot  is  liable 
to  fall  from  its  proper  position,  and  I  therefore  nail  a  board  to  the  foot  of 
the  bed,  reaching  from  post  to  post,  to  which  should  be  nailed  two  up- 
right pieces,  which  makes  a  box  somewhat  wider  and  higher  than  the  foot, 
for  it  to  rest  in,  and  to  prevent  the  bed-clothes  from  pressing  on  it.  Par- 
ticular attention  should  be  paid  to  the  heel,  and  see  that  there  is  not  too  great 
pressure  on  it,  and  the  circulation  thereby  obstructed.  Unless  the  foot 
and  lower  portion  of  the  bones  are  properly  supported,  the  lower  portion 
is  dragged  from  the  upper  by  the  weight  of  the  foot,  and  settles  lower,  and 
conse(|ueiitly  the  shin  bone  becomes  prominent  and  pointed,  and  the  limb 
more  or  less  crooked.  Likewise  the  foot,  unless  properly  supported,  is 
liable  to  take  a  wrong  position  as  respects  the  leg,  and  turn  in  or  out 
rn-ore  than  it  should. 
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The  mode  of  dressin;^  as  above  described  may  appear  tedious  and 
perplexing,  but  it  is  not  so  in  fact.  It  requires  about  two  hours  to  dress 
the  leg  and  apply  the  plaster  bandage,  and  about  (bur  hours  to  dress  the 
limb  from  the  points  of  the  toes  to  the  spine  of  the  ilium. 

But  a  flannel  roller  in  fractures  of.  the  femur  may  be  applied  from  the 
points  of  the  toes  to  the  knee,  and  a  belt  of  soft  leather  stuffed  with  wool 
may  be  applied  over  the  hips;  although  the  mode  of  dressing  with  the 
plaster  bandage  is  not  much  more  tedious  than  any  other  method,  and 
perhaps  not  so  much  so  as  some  others.  Yet  it  is  not  designed  except  in 
the  worst  of  cases,  when  all  other  methods,  as  far  as  1  have  had  know- 
ledge, have  failed.  In  dressing  with  the  plaster  bandage,  the  distending 
force  acts  equall)',  or  very  nearly  so,  on  the  whole  surface  of  the  limb. 
When  pins  are  used,  from  two  to  three  inches  of  each  end  of  the  springs 
are  fastened  to  the  plaster  bandage  ;  but  when  straps  and  buckles  are 
attached  to  the  springs,  the  straps  are  sewed  to  the  plaster  bandage  the 
whole  length  of  the  limb,  except  about  three  inches  immediately  over 
the  fracture.  It  may  be  objected  that  in  compound  fractures  we  cannot 
have  access  to  the  wound.  This  may  be  necessary,  or  it  may  not.  in 
case  it  should  be  necessary,  we  can  without  much  trouble  turn  up  two  or 
three  straps  of  the  many-tailed  bandage.  But  I  often  do  not  move  the 
l)andage  from  ten  to  fourteen  days.  When  there  is  reason  to  expect 
high  inflammation,  I  put  the  limb  in  the  best  position  I  can,  and  apply 
the  splints  as  before  mentioned,  and  wet  the  inner  bandage  as  often  as 
the  case  may  require,  till  the  inflammation  abates,  and  then  apply  the 
plaster  bandage,  the  pressure  of  which,  in  passive  inflammation,  is  about 
equal,  or  nearly  so,  to  that  of  the  skin  ;  and,  with  gentle  rubbing  over 
the  bandage  with  the  hand,  this  is  in  some  cases  the  best  application  ; 
but  should  stimulating  rubefacients  be  thouglit  necessary,  the  plaster 
bandage  may  be  opened  and  the  applications  used  from  time  to  time  ;  or 
the  plaster  bandage  may  for  a  short  time  be  removed,  and  a  many-tailed 
bandage,  without  being  spread  witli  plaster,  applied. 

it  has  often  been  said,  as  1  have  witnessed,  both  by  the  patient  ami 
his  friends,  and  even  by  the  surgeon,  that  in  such  desperate  cases,  if  the 
life  of  the  patient  could  but  be  saved,  it  was  all  that  we  ought  to  ex- 
pect ;  and  of  course  the  case  is  too  often  treated  accordingly.  But  the 
patient,  his  friends,  and  the  surgeon,  generally  feel  very  different  when 
he  begins  to  hobble  about  with  a'lame  and  distorted  limb  ;  and  especially 
when  other  members  of  the  profession  tell  the  patient  that  his  misfortune 
is  altogether  owing  to  neglect  or  want  of  skill  in  the  treatment ;  and  when 
others,  who  have  had  fractured  limbs,  which,  as  they  will  often  say,  were 
as  bad  or  even  worse  than  his,  are  now  completely  restored.  VVHiat  could 
be  more  wounding  to  the  feellncis  of  the  surgeon,  or  belter  calculated  to 
rouse  the  bitter  reflections  of  the  patient  ?  However  well  we  may  have 
treated  the  case  of  our  patient,  our  practice  may  be  condemned  by  those 
who  in  justice  and  from  duty  are  in  honor  bound  to  exculpate  us.  For 
this  evil  I  know  of  but  one  remedy,  and  that  is  an  approving  conscience. 

P-  S. — Dear  Sir, — In  1841   I  forwarded  to  you  my  remarks   on    in- 
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fmenza  nwA  kindred  diseases.  It  was  then  tny  intention  before  tliis  time 
to  have  written  to  you  further  on  that  subject.  But  a  severe  fit  of  sick- 
ness, which  afflicted  me  in  June  and  July,  1842,  prevented  my  writing 
about  that  lime.  And  since  tlien,  having  been  considerably  concerned 
in  the  treatment  of  fractures,  some  of  which  were  of  tlie  very  worst 
kind  ;  and  seeing  much  evil  and  misfortune  arise  from  want  of  an  efficient 
mode  of  treatment,  I  was  induced  to  make  you  this  communication 
respecting  a  method  of  managing  such  fractures,  which  1  can  recommend 
from  an  experience  of  more  than  thirty  yeais.  Circumstances  permitting, 
1  shall  endeavor  to  write  to  you  further  on  fever,  fee.  lours,  &tc. 
Franklin,  N.  II.,  Dec.  2Sth,  1843.  Job  Wilson. 


CASE   OF  SCROFULOUS   ULCERATION   OF  THE   KIDNEYS. 
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Ephraiji  Norwood,  carpenter,  jet  41  ;  of  temperate  and  industrious 
habits  ;  scrofulous  constitution.  During  ten  months  previous  to  July,  1842, 
suffered  occasionallv  from  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidney,  with  swell- 
ing and  redness;  dysuria  ;  sediment  of  the  urine  tlie  same  as  in  inflam- 
matory diseases  generally.  He  was  flattered  and  deceived  by  a  number 
of  the  most  notorious  scoundrel  quacks  that  infest  the  community,  and 
took  the  nostrums  which  their  fertile  minds  suggested,  from  cow's  urine 
to  tar  pills  and  muriatic  acid.  The  acid  always  created  the  most  severe 
paroxysms,  yet  he  was  assured  it  was  dissolving  stones  in  the  kidney. 

Dr.  Coffin  was  called  in  the  summer  of  1842.  Paroxysms  severe  ; 
redness  and  swelling  over  the  kidneys  ;  much  strangury  ;  mucus,  and  puri- 
form  and  bloody  matter  with  the  urine.  Diagnosis,  disease  of  the  kid- 
neys ;  sediment  is  variable,  and  insufficient  to  indicate  calculi  with  any 
certainty.  Drs.  Gould  of  Lynn,  Peirson  and  Holyoke  of  Salem,  coin- 
cided with  Dr.  C.  Gave  alkaline  remedies;  morphia  to  alleviate  parox- 
ysms.     Regimen,  antiphlogistic. 

Dr.  C.  having  been  taken  sick,  I  was  called,  February  3d,  1843.  Par- 
oxysms are  excruciating,  endurable  only  with  morphia  ;  continue  from 
one  quarter  to  three  quarters  of  an  hour ;  intervals  from  one  to  two  or 
three  days,  during  which,  is  quite  comfortable.  Bloody,  purulent,  and 
membranous  matter  in  the  urine.  Dysuria  and  strangury.  Sediment 
lateritious;  urine  high  colored.  Pulse  in  the  interval,  85  ;  in  the  par- 
oxysm, 9.5  to  110.  Appetite  variable;  bowels  costive;  countenance 
pale,  haggard,  indicative  of  great  suffering.  Unable  to  lie  abed,  body 
being  constantly  flexed.  Prognosis  unfavorable.  Diagnosis,  disease  of 
the  kidneys  ;  nothing  sabulous  being  in  the  sediment,  was  not  confident  of 
stone.  Ordered  alkaline  medicines,  with  diuretics.  Continue  morphia  ; 
emplastrum  and  embrocations  over  the  kidney. 

March. — No  better;  constitution  sympathizes.  Continue  same  medi- 
cines, slightly  varied.  Food,  unstimulating  and  nutritious.  Is  examined 
by  a  clairvoyant,  who  pretends  to  discover  calculi   in  the  kidneys,  giving 
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their  shape,  color,  size,  consistence,  &.c.     Says   he   wil!    have  one   more 
paroxysm,  and  then  recover. 

April. — Is  much  the  same  ;  disease  is  making  inroads  upon  the 
constitution. 

May. — Goes  out  httle  ;  micturition  ahiiost  constant ;  urinary  discharges 
the  same.  Another  magnetized  clairvoyant  subject  examines  Mr.  IN. 
Discovers  calculi,  but  differs  in  description  from  the  preceding.  Says 
he  will  recover.     Recommends  bal.  copaiba,  oyster  shells,  he. 

June. — Failing  last.  Sediment  the  same  in  quantity  and  quality. 
Another  disciple  of  Mesmer  consents,  in  great  kindness,  to  describe  the 
progress  of  his  disease.  Discovers  calculi  in  the  kidneys,  and  also  one 
in  the  ureter,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  a  serpent  after  swallowing  a 
toad.     Ordered  tonics  ;  continue  diuretics. 

July. — Is  attacked  with  the  influenza,  which  augments  his  sufferings 
and  racks  his  constitution  ;  is  sensible  of  his  situation. 

August. — Failing  rapidly  ;  throat  ulcerated  ;  mouth  filled  with  sor- 
des  ;  swelling  over  the  kidneys,  the  same  tenderness  and  redness  along 
the  course  of  the  ureters  ;  sediment  and  urine  the  same  ;  micturition  con- 
stant ;  much  stranoury  ;  delirious  ;  pulse  120  ;  sinking  :  dies  Aug.  22d. 

Autopsy,  twenty  hours  after  death,  attended  by  Dr.  Prescott,  and 
other  gentlemen.  INIuch  ecchymosis  ;  great  emaciation  and  anemia  ;  ab- 
dominal muscles  tense  and  collapsed  ;  liver  slightly  enlarged,  color  nearly 
normal  ;  stomach  normal  ;  mesentery  highly  injected  and  dark  ;  small 
intestines  dark,  nearly  gangrenous,  and  extremely  ftetid  ;  right  kidney 
one  third  larger  than  natural,  its  medullary  portion  occupied  by  numer- 
ous cavities,  from  a  pea  to  that  of  a  walnut  in  size,  completely  filled  with 
pus  and  crude,  cheesy,  tuberculous  matter ;  an  ounce  of  urine  in  the 
pelvis.  The  left  kidney  enlarged  ;  ulcers  less  in  number  and  size  ;  con- 
tents the  same  as  the  right  ;  portion  of  it  not  ulcerated  thickly  studded 
with  small  tubercles.  Ureters  slightly  enlarged  and  highly  inflamed, 
containing  minute  particles  of  purulent  matter.  Bladder  contracted, 
adherent  to  the  symphysis  pubis  ;  containing  six  ounces  purident  fluid  ; 
mucous  coat  partially  ulcerated,  and  covered  with  a  layer  of  lymph  nearly 
gangrenous.  Psoas  and  quadratus  lumborum  muscles,  with  the  contigu- 
ous vessels,  dark,  approaching  gangrene.  No  sand,  gravel  or  calculi  to 
be  found  ;  and  considering  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  ulceration  of 
the  kidneys,  with  the  almost  entire  want  of  sabulous  sediment  in  the 
urine,  the  unavoidable  conclusion  is,  that  calculi  never  existed  in  the 
kidneys,  notwithstanding  they  were  distinctly  seen  thrice  by  clairvoyant 
subjects  of  superior  power.  James  M.  Nye,  M.D. 

Lynn,  Jan.  11,  1844. 


VISITS   TO   MEDICAL    SCHOOLS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  a  lour  among  some  of  the  mef)j_ 
cal  schools  of  our  country.     I  spent  several   weeks  in  Philadelphig^  j^ 
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attendance  on  the  lectures  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania University.  I  was  well  pleased  with  the  systematic  order  in 
which  everything  is  managed  in  those  schools.  The  University  has 
rather  the  largest  class  ;  but  the  Jefferson  bears  a  very  honorable  compa- 
rison with  this  ancient  and  deservedly  popular  institution.  Their  classes 
number  over  six  hundred,  ol  very  fine-lool<ing  young  men.  Their  Fa- 
culties are  constituted  of  high-minded,  intelligent  gentlemen,  possessing 
generally  a  happy  aptness  in  communicating  instruction.  1  was  particu- 
larly struck  with  the  inimitable  powers  of  Prof.  Duui^lison,  of  the  Jeffer- 
son School — not  only  with  his  manner  of  dissecting  his  subject  (physi- 
ology) in  detail,  but  with  his  singular  tact  in  furnishing  subject  of  thought 
— tiiat  is,  making  general  principles  clear,  and  leaving  the  student  to  trace 
out  the  effect  Hon)  the  cause. 

The  public  charities  of  Philadelphia  are  worthy  ol  her  kind  and  be- 
nevolent community.  The  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  in  the  heart  of  the 
city,  though  not  very  extensive,  is  very  well  conducted,  and  dispenses  a 
vast  amount  of  good  lo  mankind.  The  Philadelphia  Hospital,  Blockley, 
situated  on  the  Schuylkill,  a  little  out  of  the  city,  and  in  connection  with 
the  Almshouse,  is  a  very  extensive  establishment  and  well  managed  ;  be- 
sides its  regular  House  Physicians,  the  Faculties  of  the  University  and 
Jefferson  schools,  each,  every  week,  exercise  a  clinical  supervision  over 
one  half  the  wards — thus  extending  to  all  its  unfortunate  inmates  the. 
benefit  of  the  most  skilful  treatment. 

Among  the  charities  of  Philadelphia  I  cannot  avoid  to  make  honora- 
ble mention  of  the  Wills  Hospital,  an  institution  devoted  entirely  to  the 
treatment  of  diseased  eyes.  It  was  built  and  is  sustained  by  the  munifi- 
cence of  the  late  Mr.  Wills,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  of  the  class  of 
Christians  called  "  Friends."  Its  managers  are  "  Friends,"  and  it  is 
in  fact  a  most  excellent  institution — a  "Friendly"  affaii-  indeed. 

1  spent  several  weeks  in  New  York,  among  the  medical  schools  and 
charities.  About  five  hundred  students  are  in  attendance  there  this  win- 
ter. The  Faculties  are  constituted  of  gentlemen  of  a  veiy  hijih  ordf-r  of 
intelligence  and  learning  ;  and  no  pains  is  spared  to  make  the  lectures 
interesting  and  profitable  to  the  student.  The  surgical  clinics  of  both 
schools  are  rich  in  point  of  practical  interest,  and  dispense  great  blessings 
to  the  poor,  who  resort  to  them  lor  advice  and  operations.  The  hospital 
provisions  of  New  York  are  upon  an  extensive  scale,  and  admirably 
conducted. 

The  Albany  Medical  College  is  also  justly  counted  among  the  distin- 
guished medical  schools  of  the  land.  Its  Faculty  evince  a  high  order  of 
talent  and  great  industry.  The  surgical  clinics  are  of  great  utility  to  the 
afflicted,  and  of  singular  practical  value  to  the  class. 

The  anatomical  museums  of  these  several  Institutions  are  very  exten- 
sive ;  exhibiting  a  vast  variety  of  preparations  well  adapted  to  facilitate 
the  student  in  his  scientific  inquiries.  The  museum  of  the  Pennsylvania 
University  stands  No.  1,  and  that  of  the  Albany  Medical  College  will 
bear  comparison  with  any  of  the  rest.  It  is  not  only  extensive  and  rich 
n  its  variety,  but  is  arranged  in  most   beautiful  order.     The  facilities  for 
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studyinn;  practical  anatomy  are  abundant  in  all  tliese  schools.  Clubs  of 
four  or  five  usually  study  over  one  subject,  and  there  is  no  lack  ol  mate- 
rial. Indeed,  sir,  I  am  disposed  to  indulge  a  glow  of  national  pride,  as 
I  contemplate  the  high  and  noble  stand  our  medical  schools  have  taken 
in  the  cultivation  of  medical  science.  I  think  the  most  ambitious  stu- 
dent, instead  of  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  study  medicine,  has  but  to  avail  him- 
self of  all  the  privileges  available  in  our  own  country,  to  become  skilled  m 
the  highest  of  all  callines — the  liealing  art.  With  high  consideration, 
Narth  White  Creek,  N.  Y.,  Jon.  18,  1844.  Yours,  he. 

Henry  C.  Gray. 


THE   LATE   DR.   EBENEZER  HUNTINGTON,   OF   VERMONT. 

I  Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sui^r.  Journal. 1 

[The  following  biographical  sketch  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Huntington,  late  of 
Vergennes,  Vt.,  was  read  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Addison  County 
Medical  Society,  by  Dr.  Jonathan  A.  Allen,  and  was  voted  by  said  So- 
ciety to  be  published  in  tiie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Preliminary  Remarks. — The  influence  of  example  is  extensive  an<l 
commanding.  This  is  strikingly  true  whether  the  example  has  a  salutary 
or  pernicious  tendency.  On  account  of  tlie  strong  disposition  to  imita- 
tion, implanted,  as  it  were,  in  human  nature,  the  projjiiety  of  reachng 
fictitious  writings,  in  which  the  hero  of"  the  story,  though  vile,  is  often 
concealed  under  a  tinselled  attire,  has  with  much  propriety  been  ques- 
tioned. The  reading  of  the  poetic  effusions  of  Burns  and  Byron,  and 
the  like,  certainly  has  more  tendency  to  vitiate  than  to  improve  the 
moral  sensibility.  Sketches  taken  from  valuable  and  conmiendable  reali- 
ties are  appropriate  and  desirable  on  every  occasion  ;  more  especially, 
to  medical  men,  must  the  history  of  those  members  of  the  profession  be 
interesting,  who  have  by  their  amiableness  of  character  or  superior  merit 
worked  their  way  to  honorable  eminence.  Volney  has  remarked  that 
"  Biography  is  the  only  kind  of  history  that  is  proper  for  young  persons. 
If  this  be  true,  in  any  sense,  it  should  obviously  be  confined  to  merito- 
rious instances.  Dr.  Johnson  has  said,  "  No  species  of  writing  seems 
more  worthy  of  cultivation  than  biography,  since  none  can  be  more  de- 
lightful or  more  useful  :  none  can  more  certainly  enchain  the  heart  by 
irresistible  interest,  or  more  widely  diffuse  instruction  to  every  diversity  ol 
condition."  Biography  teaches  by  example,  and  that  example  become*. 
more  impressive  the  nearer  it  approaches  us,  our  friends,  acquaintance  or 
time.  Hence,  to  the  members  of  this  Society  and  to  many  individuals 
in  Vermont,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  a  subject  of  interest  to  bring  to  their  no- 
tice a  brief  sketch  of  the  late  Ebenezer  Huntington,  M.D, 

Sketch. — Ebenezer  Huntington,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  born 
in  Windham,  Conn.,  May  1st,  1763.  His  father  was  a  practising  phy- 
sician in  that  place,  but  subsequently  entered  the  ministry,  and  was  af- 
terwards settled  in  VVorthington,  Mass.  Ebenezer,  before  he  arrived  at 
the  age  of  21,  commenced   the   study   of  medicine  with   Dr.  Bradish,  of 
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Cuinmingtoii,  in  his  adopted  State.  Having  completed  bis  pu|)ilage  with 
his  inslructer,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  liis  profession  in  Chester- 
field, Mass.,  at  the  early  age  of  2-2  years.  After  having  remained  in 
that  place  I  wo  years,  he  removed  to  Vergennes.  To  this  place  he  came 
in  January,  17S9.  At  this  time  the  place  was  new,  and  contained  only 
one  hamed  house.  The  inhahitants  were  sparsely  scattered  over  the  ad- 
jacent country.  For  some  years,  Dr.  Huntington,  as  he  once  told  the 
writer  ol  this  article,  was  one  of  the  three  physicians  only,  who  then  re- 
sided on  the  west  side  of  the  Green  Mountains  within  the  precincts  of 
Vermont.  Consequently  his  ride  was  very  extensive  ;  his  labors  and 
exposures  as  a  practising  physician  were  excessively  trying  and  fatiguing. 
But  he  engaged  in  those  labors,  and  encountered  the  severe  trials  inci- 
dent to  bis  profession  at  this  early  period,  with  a  resolution  seldom  sur- 
passed and  truly  commendable.  He  appeared  to  enjoy  himself  most 
when  be  couUi  most  relieve  tl)e  sick.  His  constant  desire  to  relieve  the 
sick  and  suffering  is  well  remembered  by  a  large  circle  of  surviving 
friends.  His  constant  readiness  to  endure  fatigue  and  privation,  either  by 
night  or  day,  to  relieve  pain  and  disease,  is  a  trait  of  character  well  de- 
serving special  commendation. 

His  professional  opinions  were  always  expressed  with  candor,  frank- 
ness, and  free  from  ostentation  ;  and  if,  on  any  occasion,  he  committed  a 
mistake,  bis  ingenuous  and  honest  avowal  of  it  could  not  fail  to  excite  in 
the  breast  of  every  one  sentiments  of  admiration  for  his  honesty  of  pur- 
pose. It  is  believed,  however,  that  his  mistakes  were  as  rare  and  his  im- 
perfections as  few  as  usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  man.  In  his  family  be 
was  a  sample  of  excellence.  Few  if  any  instances  can  be  found  in 
which  all  the  endearments  of  domestic  life  appeared  to  be  enjoyed  with 
sucli  perfection.  In  the  social  circle  he  was  humorous,  remarkably  hap- 
py in  the  narration  of  anecdotes,  and  always  avoiding,  with  the  most 
scrupulous  exactness,  everything  which  bordered  on  vulgarity. 

By  his  good  judgment,  kind  feelings  and  courteous  deportment,  he  ac- 
quired and  retained,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  confidence  and  good  will  of 
all  wdio  knew  him.  He  was  emphatically  "  the  poor  man's  fi-iend." 
He  continued  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Vergennes  nearly  forty-five 
years.  Hi  became  extensively  and  favorably  known,  and  was  regarded 
as  a  safe  and  successful  practitioner 

Few  men  have  enjoyed  such  opportunities  to  amass  an  estate  as  he  ; 
and  yet  he  was  content  with  a  handsome  competency.  In  reply  to  the 
inquiry,  why  he  did  not  collect  his  dues,  he  said,  "/  never  could  find 
time.''  His  time  was  not  bis  own.  It  was  devoted  to  the  glorious  |)ur- 
pose  of  doing  good  to  the  afflicted.  He  was  fully  conscious  that  the  more 
charity,  compassion  and  condescension  with  which  he  treated  the  poor, 
the  nearer  he  approached  to  the  greatest  and  highest  of  glories — an  imi- 
tation of  his  adorable  Saviour. 

For  a  considerable  period  be  was  President  of  the  Vermont  State 
Medical  Society.  And,  subsequently,  for  a  series  of  years  he  was  Pre- 
sident of  the  Addison  County  Medical  Society.  In  1826,  being  recom- 
mended by  the  Faculty  of  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine,  now  the 
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Casdeton   Medical   College,  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine 
was  conferred  on  him  by  the  Corporation  of  Middlebury  College. 

For  n)any  years  he  was  an  active  and  efficient  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Vergennes.  He  died  December  4th,  1834,  aged  71 
years.  His  last  moments  were  moments  of  peace.  He  gave  the  most 
cheering  evidence  to  all  who  witnessed  his  departure  that  the  Divine  Re- 
deemer, the  great  Physician  of  souls,  in  whom  he  trusted  in  life  and  health, 
was  his  refuge  and  supi)ort  in  death. 
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[Dr.  Wm.  M.  Awl,  Superintendent  of  the  Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum,  speaks 
as  follows  of  the  proportionate  recoveries  in  that  institution  from  insanit} 
arising  from  various  causes.] 

First. — Of  the  intemperate  class.  Here  the  inequality  in  the  differ- 
ent sexes  is  very  striking,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  observe  that  there  have 
been  but  two  females  insane  from  this  deplorable  cause  in  the  whole 
thirty-five  cases  recorded  since  the  opening  of  the  institution.  Cases  of 
delirium  tremens  are  never  sent  here,  and  we  make  no  calculations  in  our 
tables  in  regard  to  them.  In  insanity  from  intemperance  the  recent  cases 
generally  recover,  when  age  and  other  circunistances  are  not  unfavorable. 
Those  of  a  chronic  character  very  seldom  get  well  ;  there  being  too 
much  waste  of  the  constitution  and  impairment  of  the  great  powers  of 
life.  It  will  be  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  humanity  to  perceive  that 
the  number  of  admissions  from  this  unhappy  cause  is  clearly  diminish- 
ing.    Only  four  were  received  in  the  last  year. 

Second. — The  disparity  of  cases  in  the  different  sexes,  from  domestic 
afflictions  and  troubles,  is  also  worthy  of  remark.  Of  fifty-four  cases 
admitted  to  our  care,  and  suffering  from  mental  diseases,  from  causes  of 
this  nature,  forty-four  were  females,  and  but  ten  males. 

Third. — 111  health.  It  is  admitted  by  every  one  conversant  with  the 
subject  that  this  greatly  favors  the  predisposition  to  mental  derangement, 
and  all  the  causes  which  are  known  to  excite  the  disease  operate  with 
more  certainty  when  the  health  and  strength  are  impaired.  The  propor- 
tion of  recov^eries  in  this  class  is  nearly  equal  in  the  different  sexes.  A 
still  larger  nuniber  might  properly  be  set  down  under  this  head,  including 
a  portion  of  those  recorded  in  the  next  class. 

Fourth. — Religious  causes.  The  number  of  cases  supposed  to  be 
owing  to  religious  influence  -has  been  something  less  in  the  past  year. 
In  relation  to  this  subject  we  think  it  proper  to  remark,  that  the  cases  re- 
ported under  this  head  should  be  received  with  some  allowance,  for  great 
care  is  necessary  in  order  to  distinguish  between  cause  and  effect  in  re- 
lation to  t'le  influence  of  religious  feelings  upon  the  development  of  men- 
tal disorders.  In  this  respect  our  exjjerience  in  this  institution  fully  sus- 
tains the  remark  of  Dr.  Prichard  : 

"The  circumstance  that  the  mind  of  a  lunatic  is  occupied  during  the 
period  of  his  disease  with  ideas   and  feelings  connected  with  an   invisible 
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world,  is  no  proof  whatever  that  the  derangement  of  his  understanding 
was  produced,  in  the  first  instance,  by  impressions  related  to  the  same 
subject.  To  a  mind  ah'eady  prepared  by  disease  to  indulge  fearful  and 
gloomy  forebodings,  the  unknown  future  opens  a  wide  field  which  the 
imagination  is  likely  to  select,  and  it  often  dwells  upon  the  evils  which  it 
anticipates  in  another  stage  of  existence,  when  the  original  cause  of  de- 
rangeiuent  has  been  some  misfortune  (or  vice)  of  the  present  life,  or,  per- 
haps, some  merely  physical  influence." 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  incorrect  views  of  the  great  interests 
of  eternity  may  occasion  such  anxieties  as  to  really  give  rise  to  disorders 
of  the  mind  ;  as  the  greatest  and  best  gifts  in  life  may  be  perverted  and 
abused  by  erring  man. 

Fifth. — From  mental  distress  in  consequence  of  disappointed  ambition, 
disappointed  affection,  indulgence  of  temper,  Sic,  51  cases  are  reported  ; 
of  these  21  have  recovered,  which  is  over  41  per  cent. 

Sixth. — Of  all  the  forms  of  insanity  the  epileptic  is  certainly  the  most 
hopeless  and  severe.  They  are  a  highly  excitable,  troublesome  and  dan- 
gerous class  of  mad  folks,  and  very  few  have  been  known  to  recover, 
either  in  this  or  any  other  institution  within  our  knowledge.  In  some 
hospitals  we  believe  they  are  excluded  altogether,  on  account  of  their 
impulsive  violence  and  the  very  unpleasant  effects  of  their  paroxysms 
upon  other  patients.  We  look  upon  the  epileptic  with  great  compassion. 
Many  of  them  exhibit  the  best  traits  of  human  nature  during  their  lucid 
intervals,  but  at  other  times  they  are  perfectly  uncontrollable,  disregarding 
alike  both  friends  and  foes,  and  we  know  of  no  class  more  dangerous  to 
go  at  large. 

Seventh. — In  regard  to  the  "  secret  vice,"  the  prospect  is  nearly  as  bad. 
This  degrading  practice  is  quite  a  frequent  cause  of  mental  imbecility 
and  insanity,  and  very  few  recover  either  their  bodily  health  or  serenity 
of  mind.  Upon  this  subject  we  have  reason  to  believe  our  annual  reports 
have  been  serviceable  to  community,  having  been  frequently  consulted 
in  the  past  three  or  four  years  by  those  who  appeared  to  be  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  injurious  effects  of  this  habit,  until  their  attention  was  arrest- 
ed by  reading  our  remarks.  The  interest  of  parents  and  the  guardians 
of  youth  has  also  in  some  degree  been  awakened  to  the  fearful  influence 
of  this  secret  indulgence,  upon  both  physical  and  mental  health. 

Eighth. — Of  those  unknown,  probably  a  large  proportion  have  their 
origin  in  physical  causes. 


SPERMATORRHCEA. 

[Something  of  a  controversy  has  lately  been  carried  on  in  the  English 
medical  journals,  respecting  the  causes  of  involuntary  discharges  of 
semen,  or,  as  it  has  been  called  by  writers  in  this  Journal,  gonorrhaa 
dormientium.  The  principal  question  has  been,  whether  prolonged 
continence  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  disease,  if  it  may  be  so  called. 
One  writer  (Dr.  Bull),  in  the  London  Lancet,  has  maintained  that  it  is 
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not  a  cause,  on  the  ground  of  morality  and  relii^ion,  as  the  laws  of  phy- 
siology are  not,  and  cannot  be,  opposed  to  those  of  morality.  INo  less 
than  five  answers  to  Dr.  B.,  maintaining  the  other  side  of  the  (juestion, 
have  already  appeared.  Most  ofihese  writers  take  the  same  view  of  the 
subject  that  was  taken  by  Dr.  KnowUon,  in  the  27th  volume  of  this  Jour- 
nal, though  some  of  them  go  much  farther  than  he  did,  needlessly  and  un- 
warrantably we  think,  and  speak  even  of  illicit  sexual  intercourse,  in  certain 
cases,  where  early  marriage  has  not  been  contracted,  as  a  suitable  })reserva- 
tive  of  health,  "  a  necessary  evil,"  and  preferable  to  masturbation,  the  only 
other  alterucUive.  We  co|)y  some  of  their  remarks,  omitting  parts  which 
are  most  objectionable.     Mr.  Chatto  says — ] 

That  the  great  i\uihor  of  our  being  created  man  with  a  physical  con- 
stitution in  nowise  militating  against  his  moral  nature,  I,  for  one,  cheer- 
fully accord,  and  if  it  were  not  for  man's  interference,  no  appearance  of 
disciepancy  would  ever  exist.  Physiology  clearly  indicates  that  the 
sexual  organs  should  perform  their  proper  functions,  like  any  other  organs, 
and  all  analogy  teaches  us  that  where  this  is  not  the  case  some  evil  must 
result.  An  organ  unexercised  remains  insufficiently  developed,  or  falls 
into  more  or  less  decay.  This  would  be  bad  enough  considered  only  in 
reference  to  the  organ  itself;  but  such  atrophy  necessarily  re-acts  on  the 
system,  and  deprives  it  of  a  portion  of  its  projjer  energy  or  charac- 
ter, as  we  see  in  the  case  of  emasculated  men  and  animals.  But  nature 
does  not  always  so  quietly  submit  to  this  transgression  of  her  laws,  and 
multitudes  of  instances  prove  to  us  that  if  the  generative  organs  be  not 
exercised  in  the  natural  manner,  they  will  become  so  in  a  vitiated  one  ; 
and  1  am  quite  convinced  that  onanism  has  arisen  in  numberless  cases 
from  either  the  circumstances,  modesty,  or  moral  feeling  of  its  unhappy 
subjects,  having  prevented  them,  at  the  age  of  puberty,  having  resort  to 
female  intercourse.  It  is  sheer  nonsense,  when  by  reason  of  the  artificial 
state  of  society  in  which  we  live  (whicli  utterly  prevents,  in  multitudes  of 
cases,  marriage  at  a  marriageable  age,  as  clearly  indicated  by  nature),  we 
violate  one  of  the  principal  laws  of  physiology,  to  declare  that  it  is  im- 
possible that  evil  could  result  from  this,  because  such  evil  would  lead  to 
immorality.  The  laws  of  nature  are  universal  and  permanent,  and  will 
not  bend  and  twist  themselves  according  to  our  artificial  and  unnatural 
usages. 

It  is  usually  an  injudicious  course  for  a  medical  man  to  condemn  any 
physiological  tenet,  merely  because  it  appears,  from  the  imperfect  view 
taken  of  the  consequences  to  which  it  may  tend,  that  it  may  be  immoral. 
Such  deductions  have  ever  arrested  the  path  of  science,  from  the  time  of 
Galileo  to  that  of  Gall.  Let  inquirers  into  medical  science  content 
themselves  with  establishing  the  truth  as  ascertained  by  inductive  reason- 
ing, founded  on  a  sufficient  number  of  facts.  Let  them  leave  to  others 
the  office  of  reconciling  truths,  so  ascertained,  with  prevailing  practices, 
adverse,  perhaps,  to  morality,  but  flowing,  not  from  the  decrees  of  an  all- 
wise  Creator,  but  from  the  unnatural  social  arrangements  of  society. 

[Mr.  Lewis  argues  in  a  similar  manner.  We  can  find  room  but  for  one 
paragraph.] 
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Now,  aitlioLigli  I  do  notairree  with  Dr.  Bull  in  believiii^f  that  continence 
cannot  ever  irive  rise  to  the  presence  of  inordinate  seminal  discharges,  or  he 
otlierwiseohnoxious  to  the  general  health,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  tliat  mode- 
rate sexual  congress  is  required  to  preserve  the  health,  still  I  cannot  either 
advocate  the  practice  of  onanism,  or  justify  fornication.  The  latter  tends 
greatly  to  the  demoralization  of  the  human  species,  and  is  frequently  fol- 
lowed by  (he  most  wretched  ailments.  It  aims  a  death  blow  to  the  two 
great  pillars  ol  human  society — marriage  and  parental  care.  No  man 
either,  wlio  endeavors  to  act  up  to  the  |)recepts  inculcated  in  the  New 
Testafuent,  can  consistently  or  quietly  recommend  it.  Can  any  believer 
in  Christianity  advise  his  fellow  man  (more  particularly  when  he  is  suffer- 
ing from  a  n)ost  distressing  malady)  to  spurn  the  dictates  of  his  Maker 
to  lollow  the  courses  of  Mammon  ?  But,  say  others,  is  he,  then,  mise- 
rably to  pine  away  and  perish  ?  I  answer,  no;  let  him  rather  marry,  and 
"eat  the  bread  of  carefulness." 

[Another  writer,  under  the  signature  of  "  Amicus  Verltatis,"  has  some 
judicious  remarks  on  the  subject  of  early  marriages.] 

There  are  those,  Mr.  Editor,  who  think,  with  Mahhus  and  his  follow- 
ers, tl)at  population  has  a  tendency  to  outrun  the  means  of  subsistence,  and 
they  therefore  exert  all  the  methods  and  arguments  in  their  power  to  check 
marriage,  particularly  early  marriage,  and  with  it,  as  they  suppose,  increase 
of  population.  1  confess  that  I  am  not  one  oiihese  progeno-phobists.  It 
may  be  true,  indeed,  that  many  districts  in  Great  Britain  are  over-populated, 
and  that  there  misery  and  destitution  often  prevail  to  a  lamentable  extent. 
But  I  apprehend  that  the  primary  cause  of  these  evils  is  less  to  be  sought  for 
m  early  and  (so  considered)  imprudent  marriages,  than  in  circumstances 
that  have  been  anterior  to  these.  But  laws  and  excessive  taxation  have 
long  weighed  down  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  have, 
doubtless,  deteriorated  the  race,  as  the  inferior  development  of  much  of 
the  factory  population  too  amply  testifies.  Give  them  cheap  bread.  Re- 
move some  of  the  burdens  that  press  on  them  !  Afford  them  a  chance 
of  doing  something  more  than  live  from  day  to  day — of  acquiring  a 
few  worldly  possessions — and  the  love  of  property  will  soon  begin  to 
exert  itself  so  as  to  interpose  the  "  moral  check  "  that  the  Malthusians 
advocate,  and  to  lead  the  artisan  to  substitute  other  aims  for  the  sexual 
pleasure  and  other  base  indulgences  which  he  now  plunges  into  in  sheer 
despair  of  ever  being  better  off.  But  whether  or  not  excess  of  sexual  indul- 
gence be  a  cause  of  increase  of  population,  it  is  not  proved — nay,  I  be- 
lieve it  may  be  positively  denied  that  early  marriages  are,  on  an  average, 
attended  with  a  larger  progeny  than  others.  But  supposing,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  a  larger  progeny  resulted  from  early  unions  than  lioni  those 
formed  later  in  life,  it  must  be  obvious  to  the  physiologist  that  the  off- 
spring of  the  former  will  be  endued  with  the  better  organization.  The 
true  aim  of  the  medical  philosopher  and  the  far-seeing  politician  is 
not  to  hinder  marriage  and  increase,  but,  in  their  several  ways,  to  promote 
the  formation  of  healthy  organisms.  It  is  not  the  abundance  of  popu- 
lation, abstractedly  considered,  that  is  to  be  eschewed,  but  the  supera- 
bundance of  an   unhealthy,  mal-organized,  half-fed,  and   emaciated   off- 
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spring  of  impoverished  factory-laborers — the  perpetual  sport  of  the  fluc- 
tuations of  trade.  It  is  such  a  progeny  as  tliis,  one  of  helpless  beings, 
too  feeble  in  body  and  mind  to  provide  through  life  for  their  own  wants — 
a  progeny  the  result  of  laws  that  are  made  for  the  rich  at  the  expense  of 
the  poor — it  is  such  beings  that  make  the  weakness  of  a  country,  and 
puzzle  its  rulers  to  find  a  subsistence  for  them.  Of  a  full-bodied,  well- 
formed,  healthy  population — those  endued  with  active  vitality,  a  mus- 
cular frame,  and  a  well-developed  brain,  and,  consequently,  well  adapt- 
ed under  all  circumstances  to  provide  for  their  own  wants  and  well  be- 
ing— of  such,  a  country  can  never  have  too  many. 

It  can  scarcely  need  to  be  argued  that  such  a  population,  a  race  freed 
from  debility  in  any  of  the  organs,  is  most  likely  to  descend  from  parents 
in  the  bloom  of  life.  A  race  procreated  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  and 
not  in  the  decline  of  life,  or  premature  senility,  might  clearly  be  expected 
to  possess  sexual  (as,  indeed,  all  other)  organs  of  a  more  healthy  tone; 
and  the  tendency  of  early  marriage  to  check  or  avert  spermatorrhcEa  and 
such  like  evils  would  manifest  itself  alike  on  an  individual  and  on  his 
progeny.  In  another  generation — one  endued  with  a  frame  in  which  the 
organs  of  vitality  (organic  life)  are  subordinated  to  the  government  of  a 
firm  will  and  a  well-developed  brain — the  malady  of  spermatorrhoea  and 
the  vice  of  onanism  would  scarcely  have  to  be  combated. 
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Human  Anatomy  and  Physiology  for  Schools.'^ — Dr.  Lane,  the  trans- 
lator of  Edwards's  Outlines  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  has  completed  a 
neat,  well-arranged  duodecimo  for  the  use  of  common  schools,  which  will 
no  donbtbe  appreciated  by  an  intelligent  community.  He  is  a  lucky  man 
who  finds  anything  new  in  either  of  these  departments  in  this  old  age  of 
the  world,  particularly  as  it  regards  demonstrative  anatomy.  In  writing 
for  young  persons  and  children  on  these  subjects,  the  merit  consists  prin- 
cipally in  making  one's  self  clearly  understood.  It  strikes  us  that  the  au- 
thor has  certainly  achieved  a  desideratum  in  this  respect. 

There  are  already  several  works  on  sale,  avowedly  Avritten  for  the  same 
good  object — the  instruction  of  those  educated  in  common  schools.  Some 
of  them  are  in  favor,  and  some  are  not.  They  are  pretty  much  like  promi- 
nent politicians — sometimes  popular,  and  sometimes  not  so  ;  although  all 
acknowledge  they  may  have  talents,  but  thev  are  not  always  in  mar- 
ketable demand.  Dr.  Lane  must  take  his  chance  in  that  respect.  For 
ourselves,  we  wish  large  sales  for  the  book,  with  a  good  per  cent,  to  his 
credit  on  the  ledger  of  the  publishers. 

*  niiman  Anatomy  and  Phvsiolosy,  for  the  use  of  Comnjon  Schooln.   Bv  J.  F.  W.  Lane,  M.D.,  iffcc. 
Boston:     W^m.  B.  Fowle  &  N.  Capen.     1844.     i2ino.  pp.  22:<. 
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[Since  wTiting  the  above  observations,  a  literary  and  professional  neigh- 
bor, for  whose  opinions,  on  all  subjects,  we  entertain  a  high  respect,  has 
handed  us  the  following  paragraph,  which  is  appended  to  our  own  with 
much  pleasure.] 

Although  the  author  of  this  work  very  modestly  disclaims  all  preten- 
sions to  originality,  he  certainly  deserves  high  praise  for  the  industry  and 
judgment  with  which  the  compilation  has  been  made.  In  preparing  pop- 
ular works  on  this  subject,  few  scientific  men  are  competent  to  omit  every 
thing  which  to  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the  general  reader  is  not  essen- 
tial. It  is  easier  to  tell  all  that  is  known  on  a  particular  topic,  than  to  se- 
lect and  condense  the  little  which  should  be  familiar  to  all.  This  task 
has  been  very  happily  accomplished  by  Dr.  Lane,  and  we  trust  that  on  this 
account,  and  also  from  its  neat  typography,  numerous  engravings  and  low 
price,  it  will  be  universally  adopted  by  our  common  schools,  for  which  it 
is  expressly  designed. 


Medical  Examiner,  Philadelphia. — Robert  M.  Huston,  M.D.,  one  of 
the  Faculty  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  has  assumed  the  editorial 
control  of  the  Medical  Examiner,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Clymer,  who  re- 
signs the  charge  on  account  of  professional  engagements.  Dr.  Huston 
has  a  reputation  that  must  have  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  interests  of 
the  Examiner.  He  remarks,  in  the  first  number  issued  under  his  super- 
vision, that  "the  task  has  fallen  upon  him  suddenly  and  unexpectedly." 
A  man  of  his  high  attainments,  however,  can  never  be  taken  by  surprise, 
and  we  shall  look,  with  much  pleasure,  to  his  editorial  progress. 


Dental  Intelligencer. — S.  W.  Stockton,  of  Philadelphia,  is  publishing, 
semi-monthly,  a  regular  newspaper  sheet,  filled  with  literary  and  scien- 
tific articles.  The  editor's  avowed  object  is  to  imparl  knowledge,  through 
original  essays  and  extracts  from  French,  English  and  American  authors, 
on  dental  surgery;  also,  to  oppose  quackery  in  every  form  and  degree,  so 
far  as  it  regards  surgical  and  mechanical  dentistry.  To  accomplish  this 
latter  undertaking,  Dr.  Stockton  will  find  he  has  a  mountain  to  remove. 
People  are  so  fond  of  employing  cheap  mechanics,  cheap  dentists  and 
ignorant  physicians,  that  no  man  can  hope  to  change  the  current  of  vul- 
gar sentiment,  alone,  in  the  nineteenth  century.  To  the  stationary  den- 
tist, this  publication,  which,  after  all,  is  a  regularly-constructed  newspa- 
per, must  be  a  gratifying  messenger.  Whatever  important  particular  be- 
longs to  the  art  or  the  science  of  that  profession,  has  place  in  its  columns, 
and  there  is  also  an  agreeable  medley  of  matters  and  things  in  general. 


Mortality  of  Boston  in  1843. — An  unusual  degree  of  good  health  charac- 
terized our  city  the  past  year.  No  raging  epidemic  prevailed,  either  to  alarm 
the  people  or  sweep  oflf  the  multitude  to  a  premature  grave.  The  whole 
number  of  deaths  was  2197 — which  was  by  no  means  large,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population,  now  believed  to  be  considerably  above  one  hundred 
thousand.  Some  of  the  prominent  causes  of  mortality  were  as  follows, 
viz.  :  consumption  249,  diseases  of  the  bowels  65,  dropsy  of  the  brain 
85,    typhus   fever  72,  scarlet   fever   lOS.  infantile   diseases    142,  stillborn 
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1S9,  measles  43,  inflammation  of  the  lungs  59,  diseases   of  the  heart  34, 
convulsions  50,  croup  52,  and  smallpox  58. 

There  is  extreme  care  by  the  city  authorities  in  maintaining  an  admi- 
rable system  of  street  cleanliness ;  and  so  long  as  the  same  efforts  are 
made  to  preserve  the  public  health,  Boston,  we  may  hope,  will  continue 
to  be  distinguished  for  its  freedom  from  those  pestilential  scourges,  which 
occasionally  sweep  off  multitudes  in  our  southern  cities. 


Boston  Catalogue  of  Medical  Students. — The  present  year's  catalogue 
is  methodically  arranged,  and  well  printed.  In  no  former  season  has  the 
Boston  school  been  so  prosperous.  There  are  one  hundred  and  fifiy-four 
names  on  this  paper — an  evidence  of  the  growing  influence  of  this  old 
and  well-established  medical  institution. 


Tabular  Report  of  the  Neio  York  Gravel  Infirmary. — They  seem  to 
classify  human  ills  in  New  York  more  methodically  than  anywhere  else. 
The  idea  of  a  graveli7istitution\%  a  novelty,  and,  for  aught  we  know  to 
the  contrary,  may  be  an  exceedingly  useful  appendage  to  civilization. 
The  following  statement  was  cut  from  a  public  paper.  Whether  it  is  dis- 
tinctly a  private  enterprise,  or  a  public  charity,  remains  to  be  ascertained. 
— "  Instituted  for  the  2jeculiar  treatment  of  urinary  diseases,  arising  from 
disorganization  of  the  kidneys,  and  functional  derangement  of  the  secre- 
tory system,  producing  stone  in  the  bladder,  gravel,  and  phosphatic  elimi- 
nations, &c.  From  January  1,  1841,  to  January  1,  1844,  number  of  pa- 
tients registered,  526.  Cured,  360;  convalescing,  110;  relieved,  35; 
died,  21.     Total,  526." 


Anatomical  Mistake. — Mr.  Editor, — In  Dr.  Atkinson's  case  of"  Ingui- 
nal Hernia  (reported  in  the  Journal  of  Jan.  17)  in  a  widow  lady  69  years 
of  age,"  I  met  with  two  items  of  great  importance.  1st,  That  Mrs.  W. 
had  a  cremaster  muscle,  which  the  Dr.  brought  fully  iiito  view,  the  fibres 
of  which  were  carefully  raised  and  separated  sufficiently  to  admit  a  groov- 
ed director,  &c.  2d,  That  the  Dr.  "  resolved  "  and  did  "  remove  the 
mese7itery  with  the  scissors  on  several  successive  mornings,  until  the  whole 
was  removed,  together  with  the  sac."  I  would  ask  Dr.  Atkinson  if  he 
will  account  for  the  existence  of  the  cremaster  muscle  in  the  case  of  Mrs. 
W.,  and  what  is  the  probable  condition  of  the  intestines  since  he  removed 
\.he  whole  of  the  mesejitery. — I  would  advise  the  Dr.  in  future  to  report 
what  he  sees,  and  not  what  he  reads.  A.  Gibson. 

Jan.  23,  1844. 

We  noticed  the  anatomical  error  ourselves,  but  not  till  the  Journal  had 
been  struck  off.  Presuming  that  the  author  of  the  communication  would 
correct  it  himself  at  a  convenient  time,  no  further  notice  was  taken  of  it. 
It  is  still  our  belief  that  it  was  nothing  more  than  a  simple  mistake,  com- 
mitted in  the  hurry  of  writing  the  paper,  and  that  it  is  by  no  means  to  be 
imputed  to  a  want  of  an  exact  anatomical  knowledge  of  the  region  he  was 
describincf. 


Alleged  Case  of  Poisoning. — Mention   was  made  in  last    week's  Jour- 
nal, of  an  accusation  brought  against  Dr.  Bliss,  of  Maine.      We  notice  in 
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a  newspaper  that  the  charge  was  not  substantiated,  and  that  he  is  en- 
tirely innocent.  It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  this  agree- 
able intelligence. 


Medical  histUution  of  Yale  College. — The  annual  examination  of  can- 
didates for  medical  degrees  and  licenses,  commenced  in  the  Medical  In- 
stitution of  Yale  College  on  the  17th  inst.  and  continued  three  days. 
Present,  the  full  Board  of  Examiners;  and  on  the  part  of  Yale  College, 
Professors  Ives,  Silliman,  Knight,  Beers,  Hooker  and  Bronson. 

The  annual  address  to  the  candidates  was  delivered  by  Archibald 
Welch,  M.D.,  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  and  the  valedictory  address  by 
Abner  H.  Brown,  A.M.,  one  of  the  candidates. 

Eighteen  candidates,  who  had  attended  two  full  courses  of  lectures,  and 
complied  wiih  the  other  legal  requirements,  were  admitted  to  the  degree 
of  Doctor  in  Medicine;  and  five,  who  had  attended  one  course  of  lectures, 
received  licenses  to  practise  Physic  and  Surgery. 

Graduates. — Garwood  Hervey  Alwood,  B.A.,  Woodbury,  on  the  "  Ad- 
vantages of  genera]  science  to  the  physician."  Nehemiah  Banks,  Hart- 
ford, on  "  Eubeola."  Edwin  Curiiss  Bidwell,  B.A.,  Will.  Coll.,  Tyring- 
ham,  Ma.ss.,on  "the  Pathology  of  Drunkenness."  Nathan  Taylor  Bliven, 
of  Exeier,  R.  I.,  on  the  "  Importance  of  Correct  Diagnosis."  Abner 
Hartwell  Brown,  M.A.,  Dart.  Coll.,  Lowell,  Mass.,  "  The  Valedictory 
Addre.ss."  ^  Henry  Lewellen  Wakeman  Burritt,New  Haven,  on  "  Animal 
heat,  digestion  and  motion,  not  chemical  action."  Christopher  Smith  Fen- 
ner,  Scituate,  R.  I.,  on  "  Lithotrity."  Gershom  Clark  Hyde  Gilbert,  B.A., 
Wethersfield.  on  "Chorea."  Norman  Knox  Johnson,  Plainfield,  on 
"  Scarlatina."  Austin  Lord,  South  Coventry,  on  "  The  true  Philosophy 
of  Medicine."  Wm.  Strickler  McCorkle,  Columbia,  Penn.,  on  "  Va- 
riola." George  Anson  Moody,  North  Haven,  on  "  Iodine."  Francis 
Aliyn  Olmsted,  B.A.,  New  Haven,  on  "the  Use  of  Narcotics  in  the 
Treatment  of  Insanity."  David  Atwater  Tyler,  New  Haven,  on  "  Heli- 
anthemum  Corymbosum  et  Canadense."  Charles  Lewis  Uhlhorn,  New 
Haven,  on  "Hydrocele."  John  Freme  Wells,  Hartford,  on  "Typhous 
Fever."  Wm.  Joseph  Whiting,  New  Haven,  on  "  Phymosis."  Wm. 
Woodbridge,  B.A.,  Hartford,  on  "Moral  Influence  in  the  Treatment  of 
Disease." 

Licentiates.— Hemy  Eugene  Dibble,  Sandy  Hill,  N.  Y.,  on  "General 
Diagnosis."  Wm.  Frederick  Lacey,  Brookfield,  on  "  Cynanche  Tra- 
chealis."  Sidney  ^Williams  Rockwell,  East  Windsor,  on  "the  Present 
Phases  of  Empiricism."  Lucius  Clark  Walton,  Lyon,  Michigan,  on 
"Congestive  Bilious  Fever."  Asa  Curtis  Woodward,  Northfield,  on 
"  Scarlatina." 

Charles  Woodward,  M.D.,  of  Middletown,  is  appointed  to  deliver  the 
annual  address  in  184o,  and  Wm.  H.  Cogswell,  M.D.,  of  Plainfield,  his 
substitute. 


Death  from  Swallpiving  Lucifer  Matches. — Dr.  Shephard,  of  England, 
relaies  the  following  post-mortem  appearances  in  a  child,  2h  years  old, 
who  died  in  convulsions  four  days  after  swallowing  the  tips  of  eight  luci- 
fer  matches. 


Medical  Intellis^cnce.  ^** 

"  On  opening  the  stomach,  about  half  a  wineglassful  of  mucus,  inter- 
mixed with  blood,  resembling  coffee-grounds,  escaped.  The  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach  was,  generally,  highly  vascular,  and  there  Avas  an 
abnormal  quantity  of  mucus  secreted  and  attached  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane. There  was  an  irregularly-defined  space,  covering  about  two 
inches  in  extent,  of  a  florid  red  color,  on  the  surface  of  which  was  a  thick 
collection  of  mucus,  intermixed  with  which  was  •'  coffee-ground  "  blood, 
presenting  the  appearance  of  having  been  simultaneously  secreted.  On 
holding  the  stomach  to  the  light  its  vessels  were  seen  to  be  generally 
much  dilated.  The  most  singular  appearances  were  in  the  intestines. 
They  were  such  as  I  can  account  for  only  on  the  supposition  of  powerful 
reversive  action,  but  where  were  the  symptoms  during  life?  Throughout 
the  small  intestines  I  found  ten  invaginations,  many  of  which  included 
from  two  to  three  inches  of  intestine,  which  was  inflamed  at  the  invagi- 
nated  parts.  None  of  these  appeared  to  be  strangulated.  The  bowels 
were,  generally,  empty.  Two  of  these  invaginations  were  found  in  the 
duodenum,  the  remaining  number  in  the  rest  of  the  small  intestines.  The 
verdict,  which  was  arrived  at,  and  in  which  I  fully  agreed,  was,  that  the 
deceased  died  from  the  effects  of  lucifer  matches.  I  consider  that  the 
phosphorus,  which  exists  in  them  in  a  minutely-divided  state,  had  attach- 
ed itself  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  and  excited  inflamma- 
tion of  that  organ  by  virtue  of  its  chemical  action." 


Cleveland  [Ohio)  Medical  College. — We  learn  by  the  Herald  that  this 
institution  is  progressing  in  the  most  quiet,  successful  aad  satisfactory 
manner.  The  class  numbers  sixty-five  students.  N.  Worcester,  M.D., 
has  commenced  there  as  Professor  of  Pathology  and  Physical  Diagnosis. 


To  CoRRESPOiNnENTS. — Dr.  Dixon's  account  of  a  new  Speculum,  with  wood- 
cut illustrations.  Dr.  Slack  on  Phrenology,  Dr.  Jackson's  case  of  Poisoning  by 
oxalic  acid,  and  Dr.  Brown's  Case  of  Ulceration  of  the  Sub-niaxillary  Gland,  are 
on  file  for  publication. 

Married,— Sewall  G.  Burnap,  M.D.,  of  IloUiston,  Mass.,  to  Miss  E.  S.  Blan- 
chard.— In  Town  Parish,  Gloucester,  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Barber  to  Miss  Betsy  Tucker. 
—At  Montreal,  Wm.  Southerland,  M.D.,  to  Miss  C.  S.  Farquar.— Dr.  Edward 
Loomis,  of  Westmoreland,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  E.  M.  Jennings. — At  Worcester,  Mass., 
Dr.  Aaron  P.  Richardson,  of  Boston,  to  Miss  Harriet  M.  Jones.— At  New  Hart- 
ford, John  Yale,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Cummings. — Charles  Robinson,  M.D.,  of 
Belchertown,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Adams. 

Died,— At  Cincinnati,  Dr.  Vincent  C.  Marshall,  50.— At  Columbus,  Ohio,  Dr. 
Samuel  Curtis,  formerly  of  Vermont,  50 — At  Rindge,  N.  H.,  A.  D.  ShurtlefT, 
M.D.,  .54. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  .Ian.  27,  51.— Males,  28— Females,  23.     Stillborn,  6. 

Of  consumption,  11 — measles,  4 — lung  fever,  4 — infantile,  4— scarlet  fever,  1 — complication  of  dis- 
eases, 1— influenza,  1 — croup,  2— liver  complaint,  1— scrofula,  4 — spine  complaint,  1— inflammation 
of  the  bowels,  2 — intl'immation  of  the  lungs,  i— suicide,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  2— abscess,  1— jaun- 
dice, 1— old  age,  3— accidental,  1— tumor,  1— pleurisy  fever,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  I — cancer  in  the 
breast,  1— apoplexy,  1— fits,  1— unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  21— between  .5  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  60  years,  18— over  60  years,  7. 


528  Medical  Intdligence. 

Fair  at  the  New  York  State  Lunatic  Asyhnn. — A  Fair,  as  we  learn  by 
the  Utica  papers,  was  held  at  the  Lunatic  Asylum  in  that  city  on  the  18th, 

"  The  table  was  spread  in  the  lower  hall  of  the  eastern  wing,  and  ex- 
tended about  two  thirds  of  its  entire  length,  which  is  some  250  feet. 
Most  of  the  patients'  rooms  on  that  floor  were  thrown  open,  and  all  the- 
inmates  of  the  Asylum  who  were  in  sufficient  health,  were  permitted  to 
mingle  with  the  gay  and  busy  throng  from  the  outer  world,  which  crowd- 
ed the  hall.  Among  those  actively  engaged  in  the  management  of  the 
Fair,  the  distinguished  female  philanthropist,  Miss  Dix,  who,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  her  benevolent  labors,  has  been  for  some  weeks  a  visiter  at  the 
Asylum,  attracted  much  attention. 

'■  This  is  the  first  thing  of  the  sort,  we  presume,  ever  attempted  within 
the  walls  of  a  Lunatic  Asylum.  We  trust  it  may  prove  the  source  of  as 
much  benefit  to  the  inmates  as  it  was  of  pleasure  to  the  visiters.  The 
public  are  much  indebted  to  the  able  Superintendent,  Dr.  Brigham,  and 
the  other  officers  of  the  institution,  for  arrangements  and  attentions  which 
made  the  whole  affair  pass  off  in  the  most  agreeable  manner. 

"  We  learn  that  a  fund  of  about  $200  has  been  realized  from  the  Fair, 
which  will  be  expended  for  books,  musical  instruments,  &c.  It  was  a 
source  of  much  amusement  to  the  patients,  and  its  beneficial  effects  are 
strikingly  apparent  with  some  of  them.  We  are  further  informed  that 
some  dozen  of  the  patients  are  writing  accounts  of  the  Fair,  but  it  is  not 
known  whether  their  productions  are  intended  for  '  the  public  eye.'  " 


Philadelphia  Medical  Society. — At  the  annual  election  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Medical  Society,  held  at  their  Hall,  on  Saturday  the  6th  instant,  the 
following  members  were  chosen  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.  : 

Prof.  R.  M.  Huston,  M.D.,  President.'  Benjamin  H.  Coates,  M.D., 
and  Prof.  Samuel  Jackson,  M.D.,  Vice  Presidents.  John  Wiltbank,  M.D., 
Treasurer.  Joseph  Warrington,  M.D.,  and  Isaac  Parrish,  M.D.,  Corres- 
ponding Secretaries.  John  J.  Reese,  M.D.,  Senior  Recordijig  Secreta- 
ry. D.  Francis  Condie,  M.D.,  Orator.  Nathan  D.  Benedict,  M.D.,  Li- 
brarian. Aaron  D.  Chaloner,  M.D.,  and  Edward  Lang,  M.D.,  Curators. 
— Med.  Examiner. 


Removal  of  a  large  Ovarian  Tumor. — Dr.  Frederic  Bird  introduced, 
for  the  inspection  of  the  London  Medical  Society,  a  large  ovarian  tumor, 
which  he  had  recently  removed  with  success  from  a  young  lady,  aged  2L 
The  tumor  was  of  an  ovoid  shape,  somewhat  irregular  at  its  inferior  por- 
tion, covered  by  numerous  minute  arterial  ramifications  having  their  ori- 
gin in  two  large  trunks.  The  total  weight  of  the  tumor  was  27  pounds. 
Not  an  untoward  symptom  occurred  to  retard  the  rapid  convalescence  of 
the  patient;  the  ligatures  have  all  come  away,  the  wound  has  healed,  and 
the  recovery  is  complete. 

In  the  discussion  which  ensued,  the  chief  points  dwelt  upon  were  the 
difficulties  of  diagnosis  in  cases  of  abdominal  tumors,  and  the  relative  ad- 
vantages of  the  large  and  of  the  moderate  sections  in  removing  diseased 
ovaria.  Cases  were  related  to  show  that  ovarian  tumors  might  be  mista- 
ken for  other  abdominal  swellings,  and  vice  versa.  It  was  generally  con- 
sidered that  the  large  section  was  the  easiest  for  the  surgeon,  but  not  the 
safest  for  the  patient. — London  La?icet. 
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THEORY   OF    GALL    AND    SPURZHEIM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  am  not  alone  in  my  disbelief  of  the  doctrines  of  |)hrenoIoi];y. 
John  Mason  Good,  the  most  learned  and  ablest  medical  writer  of  the 
present  century,  in  his  Book  of  Nature,  has  preceded  me  in  denying  the 
truth  of  this  system,  otherwise  I  should  not  have  ventured  publicly  to 
differ  from  you  in  regard  to  a  theory  which  you  appear  to  espouse.  If 
I  advance  anything  inconsistent  with  truth  and  reason,  I  hold  myself 
subject  to  your  correction. 

Tycho  Brahe  was  persuaded  that  he  had  not  only  demonstrated 
the  absurdity  of  the  Copernican  theory  of  the  planetary  motions,  but 
that  he  had  settled  the  laws  of  the  planets  upon  an  immoveable  basis. 
This  nobleman  mistook  the  earth  for  the  largest  planet  in  the  system, 
and  made  it  the  immoveable  centre  about  which  all  the  others,  and  the 
sun  among  the  rest,  revolved.  It  appears  to  me  that  Gall  and  Spurzheim 
have  committed  a  similar  mistake.  The  Danish  astronomer  was  pro- 
bably as  learned  a  man,  as  well  acquainted  with  astronomical  facts,  and 
as  earnest  in  the  pursuit  of  truth,  as  Copernicus,  but  he  was  not  so 
happy  in  the  arrangement  and  classification  of  his  ideas,  and,  therefore, 
instead  of  being  conducted  to  the  true  solution  of  the  motions  and  po- 
sitions of  the  planets,  fell  into  one  of  the  most  egregious  errors.  So  it 
may  be  with  Gall  and  Spurzheim.  The  credit  of  giving  to  the  world  a 
true  solution  of  the  motions  and  phenomena  of  mind,  I  cannot  accord  to 
them.  Gall  and  Spurzheim  appear  to  me  to  stand  in  the  same  relation 
to  the  metaphysical  system  of  Locke  and  his  disciples,  as  Tycho  Brahe 
stood  to  the  system  of  Copernicus  ;  they  have  invented  an  ingenious  and 
plausible  theory  to  explain  mental  exercises  and  phenomena,  the  true 
solution  of  which  had  already  been  given.  They  do  not  appear  to  me 
to  have  been  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  the  physical  and  mental 
history  of  man  as  it  is  known  at  the  present  day  in  Great  Britain  and 
America.  They  certainly  betray  very  different  ideas  of  demonstrative 
and  scientific  evidence  from  Newton,  Locke,  Harvey,  Hunter  and  Jenner, 
or  they  never  would  have  allowed  themselves  to  call  an  aggregation  of 
[)roblematical  positions,  scientific  principles.  Hunter  demonstrated  the 
stomach  to  be  the  central  governing  organ  of  the  animal  system,  a  dis- 
covery which  will  doubtless  stand  the  test  of  ages. 
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10  Theory  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim. 

To  show  how  slight  a  claim  Dr.  Spurzheim  has  to  the  title  of  a  phi- 
losopher, 1  will  quote  a  scientific  definition  from  a  manual  published  by 
jiini  in  Boston  in  1834,  entitled  "  Outlines  of  Phrenology."  After  say- 
ing that  he  admits  four  different  temperaments  as  four  degrees  of  ac- 
tivity in  the  mental  powers,  he  thus  defines  the  sanguine  ten)peian)ent. 
'"  The  second,  or  snnguine  temperament,  is  distinguishable  by  moderate 
plumpness  of  person  and  a  tolerable  firmness  of  flesh,  light  hair  inclining 
to  chesnut,  blue  eyes,  fair  complexion,  great  activity  of  the  bloodvessels, 
easy  perspiration  and  an  animated  countenance."  It  will  be  perceived, 
on  the  slightest  reflection,  that  this  definition  does  not  indicate  in  the 
least,  the  temperament  of  an  African,  Asiatic,  or  an  American  Indian, 
although  it  is  given  as  a  scientific  definition  of  the  sanguine  temperament 
of  man  in  general.  It  indicates  only  the  sanguine  temperament  of  the 
white  race;  and  it  is  evident  from  the  three  other  definitions  of  the  re- 
maining temperaments,  that  the  characteristics  of  the  temperaments  of 
the  colored  races  of  men  never  occurred  to  him.  In  a  new  system 
professing  to  be  founded  upon  demonstrative  evidence  and  the  most  ex- 
tensive induction,  and  to  supersede  all  other  systems  of  mental  philoso- 
phy, such  an  omission  is  rather  ominous  of  other  short-comings.  Are  the 
Africans,  Asiatics  and  Indians  all  of  one  temperament?  or  are  their  dif- 
ferent temperaments  incapable  of  definition? 

The  fundamental  principle  of  phrenology,  is,  that  Size,  all  other  con- 
ditions being  equal,  gives  "energy  ©faction"  to  the  cerebral  mass. 
Energy  of  action,  as  applied  to  mental  exercises,  is  rather  a  vague  and 
equivocal  expression  ;  it  may  very  well  denote  the  exertions  of  physical 
strength,  but  as  the  human  brain  may  be  full  of  energy,  or  the  feeling  of 
strength,  and  yet  have  no  real  capacity  either  for  thinking  or  observing, 
the  expression  does  not  appear  to  me  at  all  happy  or  appropriate.  The 
train  of  ideas  and  feelings  is  the  most  active  or  energetic  under  the  influence 
of  passion,  but  passion  is  the  bane  to  all  useful  exercises  of  the  mind  or 
cerebral  mass.  I  shall  employ  the  expression,  however,  as  nearly  as  I 
can  imderstand  it  in  the  sense  of  the  author. 

Does  the  condition  of  Size,  ceteris  paribus,  give  energy  of  action  to 
the  brain  ?  The  pulse  of  a  child  at  birth  is  twice  as  quick  as  the  pulse 
of  a  man  at  35  years  of  age.  The  digestive  function  manifests  the 
same  energy  ;  the  muscular  motions  and  the  sensations  betray  the  same 
rapidity  ;  the  lungs  are  no  less  active  ;  all  llie  phenomena  of  mind  and 
body  discover  the  same  remarkable  acceleration  compared  with  the  vi- 
tal motions  in  after  life,  when  the  whole  l)ody,  and  each  organ  in  par- 
ticular, has  ac(|uired  eight  times  the  size  of  the  same  being  at  birth. 
The  motions  of  the  child  which  weighs  eight  pounds  only,  discovers  just 
double  the  activity  (the  pulse  being  the  true  measure  of  the  mental  as 
well  as  the  bodily  motion)  which  is  manifested  when  it  is  grown  to  the 
weight  of  a  hundred  and  sixty-four  pounds.  Dr.  Spurzheim  would  re- 
ply, that  if  the  organs  of  the  infant  were  still  larger  at  birth,  the  activity 
of  the  mind  and  body  would  be  still  greater.  But  this  would  be  beg- 
ging the  identical  question  at  issue.  It  may  appear  very  plain  and 
reasonable  that  Size  should  give   energy  of  function,  just  as  it  appeared 
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plain  and  reasonable  to  Tycho  Bralie  that  the  eailli  stood  still  or  only 
moved  on  its  axis  ;  but  there  is  a  wide  ditFerence  between  reasonable  ap- 
pearances and  demonstrated  irutl)s.  At  the  age  of  2i  all  the  vital  mo- 
tions, the  train  of  ideas  and  sensations,  the  passions  and  emotions,  love, 
joy,  hope,  fear,  anger,  sorrow,  grief  and  disappointment,  are  all  vastly 
more  active  and  vivid  than  in  after  life,  at  the  period  of  mature  man- 
hood, alihougli  the  brain  and  the  organs  in  general  have  not  acquired 
near  their  full  size.  Love,  especially,  at  the  age  of  35,  when  the  brain 
is  full  grown,  bears  no  ])roportlon,  in  strength,  to  the  same  passion  at  21  ; 
its  activity  has  dissipated  and  its  pleasures  comparatively  are  weak  and 
stale.  Friendship,  benevolence,  reverence,  the  love  of  music  and  poetry  ; 
the  fondness  for  colors,  paintings  and  language  ;  the  pleasures  of  taste, 
smelling  and  feeling,  are  all  proverbially  less  active  and  ardent  at  the  age 
of  35  than  at  21.  At  a  little  past  mature  manhood,  while  the  size  of 
all  the  organs  is  in  its  zenith,  the  keenness  of  si<j;ht  begins  to  fail,  the 
hearing  grows  dull,  the  feeling  becomes  more  obtuse,  the  train  of  ideas 
less  rapid,  and  all  the  vital  motions  sensibly  slower.  Whence  this  sud- 
den decrease  of  energy  of  action  in  all  the  organs,  while  they  yet  re- 
main unchanged  in  Size  ?  Again,  at  the  age  of  85,  for  instance,  the 
mental  faculties,  as  well  in  large  brains  as  in  small  ones,  have  all  de- 
parted. The  cerebral  mass  and  all  its  structure  are  as  entire  as  at  the 
age  of  35.  The  health  is  sound.  The  activity  of  the  other  organs,  the 
digestive  function,  the  limgs,  the  liver,  the  heart,  the  locomotive  powers, 
is  quite  unimpaired.  The  iem|)erament  is  unchanged.  Age  is  the 
cause  of  nothing,  it  only  indicates  a  series  of  vital  or  chemical  changes 
in  the  system.  Wliere,  then,  is  the  energy  of  action  which  characterized 
the  cerebral  mass  at  an  earlier  period  of  iife  ?  The  brain  is  not  dead,  it 
is  only  changed  in  its  constitution.  A  chemical  change  in  the  constitu- 
ent particles  of  the  optic  nerve,  called  amaurosis,  without  the  slightest 
alteration  of  Size,  renders  it  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of  light,  and  the 
power  of  vision  is  lost.  A  change  in  the  arrangement  of  the  constituent 
particles  of  the  cornea,  from  being  transparent,  renders  it  opaque.  We 
are  told  it  is  produced  by  disease,  but  disease  only  signifies  chemical 
changes  in  the  function  or  structure  of  the  animal  organs.  But  what 
becomes  of  the  thirty-five  primitive  metaphysical  faculties  of  Dr.  Spurz- 
heim  in  nearly  all  men  who  die  of  old  age?  In  them  the  temperament 
and  the  size  of  the  cerebral  mass,  the  fundamental  principle  of  energy  of 
action  according  to  Dr.  Spurzheim,  remains  the  same,  while  tlie  mental 
faculties  are  nearly  extinct.  The  changes  which  the  cerebral  mass  has 
undergone  are  not  discoverable  by  our  senses,  nor  by  any  tests  which 
we  are  at  present  able  to  apply.  The  mental  faculties  and  exercises, 
then,  depend  upon  certain  qualities  or  conditions  of  the  brain,  indepen- 
dent of  its  size  and  temperament.  This  property  or  condition  of  the 
cerebral  mass,  probably,  consists  in  the  peculiar  arrangement  or  combina- 
tion of  the  material  particles  of  which  it  is,  for  the  time  being,  composed, 
like  the  transparency  of  the  cornea  or  the  sensibility  of  the  optic  nerve 
before  the  chemical  changes  take  place  which  render  the  one  opaque  and 
the  other  insensible  to  the  influence  of  licht.      Innumerable   instances  of 
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such  combinations  may  be  noticed  in  the  various  departments  of  the  ma- 
terial world.  Iron  loses  its  magnetic  power  without  the  slightest  change 
in  any  of  its  known  properties,  whether  of  size  or  temper.  Some  bodies 
lose  their  electric  power  without  any  perceptible  change  in  size,  density 
or  cohesiveness.  Water,  congealed  into  snow,  becomes  opaque  ;  into 
ice,  it  is  transparent. 

The  property  of  transparency  in  bodies  is  the  reverse  of  the  principle 
assumed  by  Dr.  Spurzheim.  The  less  the  size  or  quantity  of  matter  in 
a  given  surface,  the  greater  the  degree  of  transparency  ;  the  thinner  a 
piece  of  glass  or  ice,  is,  the  more  light  there  is  transmitted  through  it. 
The  activity  between  light  and  transparent  bodies,  is  increased  in  an  inverse 
ratio  of  size.  Previous  to  the  knowledge  of  the  evidence  derived  from 
observation  anrl  experiment,  energy  of  action  has  no  more  connection 
with  largeness  than  with  smallness  of  size.  The  niental  faculties  may 
and  probably  do  depend  upon  a  property  of  the  cerebral  mass  re- 
sembling that  of  transparency  in  bodies.  It  is  evidently  not  the  same 
property,  but  a  property  analogous  to  it.  The  mental  faculties  are  pro- 
duced and  destroyed  by  chemical  changes  in  the  organ  of  the  brain, 
without  the  remotest  reference  to  its  size  or  any  other  known  property. 
In  every  period  of  life,  infancy,  manhood  and  old  age,  the  cerebral  mass 
undergoes  changes,  like  the  changes  from  transparency  to  opacity  in  the 
same  mass  of  other  matter,  which  destroy,  increase  or  diminish  the  men- 
tal faculties.  Neither  size,  therefore,  nor  temperament,  can  be  admitted 
as  fundamental  conditions  of  the  mental  faculties,  or  of  their  energy  of 
action. 

Mr.  Combe  contends  that  the  strength  of  the  bones  and  muscles  de- 
pends, ceteris  paribus,  on  their  size,  and  infers  the  greater  strength  of  the 
cerebral  mass  from  its  analogy  to  these  parts.  There  may  be  a  certain 
degree  of  truth  in  this  position,  including  the  et  ceteras,  but  when  the  et 
ceteras  make  the  chief  bulk  of  the  account,  they  lessen  materially  the 
importance  of  the  first  item.  I  will  not  charge  that  gentleman  and  Dr. 
Spurzheim  with  a  want  of  familiarity  with  the  first  principles  of  physical 
science,  but  they  obviously  avoid  a  special  reference  to  all  of  them  ex- 
cept tlie  principle  of  size.  In  estimating  the  force  of  matter,  density  is 
a  property  or  condition  of  matter  equally  as  essential  as  size.  The  prin- 
ciples which  constitute  the  force  of  bodies,  are  velocity,  density  and  size, 
multiplied  into  each  other.  But  these  conditions  do  not  constitute  the 
strengtli  of  masses  of  matter.  The  fundamental  principle  of  the  strength 
of  masses  of  matter,  is  a  peculiar  species  of  attraction,  denominated,  in 
physical  science,  the  Attraction  of  Cohesion.  Although  the  application 
of  this  princi|)le  to  account  for  (he  strength  of  masses  of  animal  matter 
in  general,  and  of  the  animal  organs  in  particular,  may  be  new  and  pe- 
culiar to  the  writer  of  this  paper,  I  trust  that  the  intuitive  evidence  in 
favor  of  the  proposition  will  insure  it  a  ready  approval.  The  j)rinciple 
of  cohesive  attraction  has  no  necessary  connection  with  quantity  or  size. 
In  the  same  species  of  niatter  of  the  same  weight,  as  in  water  congealed 
into  ice,  the  power  of  cohesion  varies  immensely.  A  bone  or  a  muscle 
of  one  inch  in  diameter,  highly  endowed  with  this  principle  of  attraction, 
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will  manifest  more  strength  than  a  bone  or  muscle  of  twice  or  three  times 
■this  size,  which  is  but  shghtly  endowed  witli  this  property.  A  rod  of 
iron  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  is  a  hundred  times  stronger  tiian  a  hempen 
rope  of  the  same  size.  The  attraction  between  glue  and  wood  is  truly 
wonderful,  and  exhibits  the  force  of  this  power  in  a  palpable  light;  it 
furnishes,  also,  a  specimen  of  cohesive  attraction,  as  being  the  funda- 
mental condition  of  the  strength  of  animal  matter.  The  strength  of  a 
bone  or  muscle,  then,  is  compounded  of  three  conditions — cohesive  at- 
traction, density,  and  size;  but  all  these  principles  do  not  constitute  force 
or  energy,  in  the  sense  in  which  Dr.  Spurzheim  uses  the  term.  Motion 
or  impulse  must  still  be  added.  The  force  or  energy  with  which  the  heart 
beats  or  propels  the  blood,  for  instance,  consists  of  the  velocity  of  its 
motion,  the  density  and  size  of  its  walls,  and  its  degree  of  cohesiveness. 
In  estimating  the  force  of  action  of  the  muscles  even,  this  definition  of 
the  energy  of  action  of  an  organ,  reduces  the  relative  importance  of  the 
single  condition  of  size  to  quite  a  secondary  consideration.  In  determin- 
ing the  energy  of  the  cerebral  mass,  the  properties  of  cohesiveness  and 
density  must  be  considered  of  at  least  equal  importance  with  size,  al- 
though phrenologists  furnish  us  with  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  de<nee 
of  either.  A  great  degree  of  cohesiveness  and  density  added  to  a  small 
brain,  may  give  it  a  much  greater  degree  of  energy  than  a  large  brain 
possesses,  which  is  comparatively  unendowed  with  the  other  principles. 
I  do  not  even  profess  to  know  that  cohesiveness  and  density  are  cardinal 
conditions  of  the  brain  ;  I  only  reason  upon  the  principles  of  phrenolo- 
gists, which  are  borrowed  from  the  analogy  which  the  other  parts  of  the 
system  bear  to  the  cerebral  mass. 

With  your  permission,  I  will  finish   the   discussion  of  tliis    subject   in 
another  paper.  D.  B.  Slack. 

Providence,  R.  /.,   Jan.  23J,  1844. 


ULCERATION  OF  TIJE  SUBMAXILLARY  GLAND— GANGRENE— DEATH. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mr.  C.  C,  aged  about  25  years,  of  sanguine  temperament,  muscular  and 
plethoric,  of  intemperate  habit.s,  called  on  the  writer  July  19th,  with  a 
swelling  of  the  left  side  of  the  face,  particularly  about  the  angle  of  the 
lower  jaw.  It  presented  a  smooth,  shining  surface,  with  hardne.ss,  though 
no  tenderness  on  pressure — no  pain  or  discoloration.  He  complained  that 
a  tooth  had  troubled  him,  and  on  examination  the  dens  sapiential  of  that 
side  was  found  to  be  carious,  and  was  extracted  with  some  difficulty. 
Noticed  that  his  breath  had  the  mercurial  fetor. 

20th. — Was  called  to  visit  him.  Found  the  swelling  increased.  It 
had  extended  to,  and  nearly  closed  the  eye  on  the  affected  side  ;  pulse 
small,  feeble,  compressible,  and  120,  though  no  pain  or  tenderness  on 
pressure  ;  no  inordinate  heat  in  the  part;  mercurial  odor  increased. 

2lst, — Tumor  more  tense  ;  constitutional  irritation  greater;  pulse  125  ; 
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symptoms  o1'  deliniim  tremens.     Had  commenced  discharging  purulent 
luaUeT,  in  trreat  quanlities,  IVom  the  mouth. 

22d. — Had  slept  some  ;  tendency  to  delirium  tremens  abated.  On 
examination,  found  that  a  softenint^  anfl  fluctuation  had  taken  place  under 
the  chin.  Made  a  free  incision,  which  gave  exit  lo  a  great  quantity  of 
ill-condiiionetl  and  most  offensive  pus.  Discharge  from  the  mouth 
continues. 

23d. — Swelling  somewhat  diminished  :  puiulent  sputa  and  discharge 
from  the  external  opening  continue.  Integuments  had  sloughed  off 
around  the  incision  to  about  an  inch  in  diameter ;  pulse  130  ;  stench  in- 
tolerable, combining  the  disagreeable  ietor  of  mercurial  disease  with  that 
of  gangrene. 

24th. — Sloughing  had  extended,  making  an  oval  opening  under  the 
chin,  measuring  two  and  a  half  inches  in  its  longest  diameter.  Profuse 
hemorrhage  had  taken  place  externally  at  the  opening,  and  internally 
through  the  duct  ol  the  submaxillary  gland. 

25th. — Hemorrhn^e  iiad  returned,  and  continued  until  syncope  came 
on.  Gangrene  had  extended  along  the  cellular  substance  and  integu- 
ments to  the  clavicle  on  each  side. 

26ih. — Symptoms  nearly  as  yesterday  ;  had  lost  some  blood  during 
the  night.  Hemorrhage  returned  the  next  evening,  with  such  profuse- 
ness  as  to  end  his  sufferings. 

This  case  was  treated  at  first  with  saline  cathartics  and  opium  to  allay 
nervous  excitement  and  procure  rest;  together  with  tereblnthinate  gargles 
and  liniments,  topically.  When  the  tendency  to  gangrene  manifested 
itself,  sul.  quinine,  sul.  acid,  with  brandy  and  opium,  were  freely  adminis- 
tered. After  hemorrhage  supervened,  the  most  powerful  styptics  were 
locally  applied,  and  with  a  syringe  thrown  through  the  submaxillary  duct. 
Privilege  of  post-inortcm  examination  not  obtained. 

A  few  days  before  his  illness,  the  patient  had  shaved  off  a  huge  pair 
of  mustaches,  and  some  time  previously  had  obtained  medicine  of  a  drug- 
gist in  the  neighborhood,  for  venereal  disease. 

The  following  view  of  the  case  presents  itself.  That  the  patient  was 
under  the  influence  of  mercury  (a  circumstance  carefully  concealed  from 
the  writer,  notwithstanding  his  interrogations),  and  that  on  denuding  the 
face  of  its  customary  protection,  a  cold  was  taken,  causing  tumefaction 
of  the  submaxillary  gland  with  full  development  of  intense  mercurial  dis- 
ease. Ulceration  taking  place  in  the  gland  and  involving  its  whole  sub- 
stance, the  matter  at  length  found  its  way  into  the  surrounding  cellular 
substance,  destroying  its  texture  as  it  proceeded,  until  it  reached  the  most 
dependinfj  part,  where  from  its  accumulation  sloughing  of  the  integu- 
ments took  place — a  result  which  we  never  expect  from  a  collection  of 
healthy  ])us. 

Querij. — Is  the  peculiar  fetor  which  always  attends  a  mercurial  ptya- 
lism,  ever  caused  by  any  disease  not  having  a  mercurial  origin  ? 

Chester,  N.  H.,  Jan.  Ibth,  1844.  Wm.  W.  Brown. 
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DR.   DIXON'S  NEW   SPECULUM. 

[Communicaterl  for  the  Boston  Medk-iil  and  Sur^MC.il  .Toui-iial.] 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  an  instrument  so  valuable  in  principle  a?  the 
speculum,  should  for  so  long  a  period  have  failed  to  fulfil  the  entire  object 
of  its  distinguished  inventor.  That  this  is  true,  I  believe  most  practition- 
ers accustomed  to  its  constant  use  will  admit.  An  extensive,  and,  I  re- 
gret to  say;  somewhat  miscellaneous  practice  (i  allude  to  quality),  re- 
quiring the  constant  use  of  the  speculum,  either  for  the  uterus,  rectum, 
nostrils,  or  ear,  has  convinced  me  that  the  construction  of  these  instru- 
ments is  not  only  defective,  but  in  many  instances  utterly  subversive  ol  the 
object  intended  by  the  operator,  viz.,  a  distinct  view  of  the  diseased 
cavity.  But  to  the  point.  I  must  assert,  with  a  degree  of  confidence  only 
excusable  from  constant  familiarity  with  every  variety  of  these  instru- 
ments, and  the  perfect  liberty  of  aspersion  to  which  this  expression  of 
opinion  subjects  me,  that  one  of  the  principal  objects  sought  for  in  their 
construction,  viz.,  rcjlection,  is  utterly  thwarted  by  the  second  and  para- 
mount necessity — dilatation.  Thus  the  speculum  of  Ricord,  with  its 
two  or  four  burnished  blades,  when  dilated  as  it  must  be  if  the  os  uteri 
is  to  be  seen  at  all,  becomes  useless  as  a  reflector,  from  the  dilatation  of 
the  blades  rendering  the  reflection  of  the  os  uteri  invisible  through  llie 
opening  of  the  instrument.  The  anal,  nasal  and  auricular  specula,  being 
for  the  most  part  straight  when  dilated,  the  same  difficulty  obtains.  Now 
the  question  is — and  it  can  only  be  referred  to  practical  men — is  the  re- 
flection of  any  consequence  whatever  ?  I  think  a  negative  answer  will 
be  given  ;  and  if  so,  whence  arises  the  necessity  for  their  massive  and 
expensive  structure,  from  the  ear  speculum  of  ^3,  to  the  uterine  of  10 
to  ^'16,  which  is  a  considerable  tax  to  the  physician,  and  sends  many  a 
man  to  the  field  of  his  labors  without  the  instruments  absolutely  indis- 
pensable for  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  to  the  patient.  If  the  ac- 
companying trifle  shall  add  to  the  courtesy  1  have  already  received  for 
some  other  little  matters  of  a  similar  kind,  it  will  increase  the  obligations 
1  am  under  to  your  excellent  Journal. 

The  accompanying  draught  illustrates  the  smaller  of  two  sizes — the 
larger  being  about  one  third  more  in  diameter  at  the  ring,  and  a  trifle  more 
flaring.  Six  steel  rods  are  soldered,  equi-distant,  upon  a  tin  collar,  the 
interspaces  being  thickened  with  solder,  so  as  to  give  resistance  to  the 
ring,  when  the  probe  points  are  drawn  together  previous  to  insertion  ; 
the  points  are  also  made  of  solder,  flat  on  the  inner  and  convex  on  their 
outer  circumference.  The  handle  is  of  wire  twice  as  thick  as  the  rods. 
A  small  eye  of  solder  is  to  be  attached  to  the  lower  rod,  through 
which  a  strong  cord  of  six  strands  of  silk  is  to  be  reeved,  thus — five  of 
the  rods  being  encircled  by  the  cord,  each  end  of  it  is  to  be  passed 
through  the  eye,  one  to  the  right,  the  other  to  the  left  hand,  and  then 
both  are  to  brought  through  the  ring  or  mouth  of  the  speculum.  Pull- 
ing on  the  ends  of  the  cord  will  close  the  probe  points,  the  eye  being  the 
fulcrum.  When  closed,  wind  the  cord  round  the  handle,  and  introduce 
the  instrument  at  your  leisure,  instructing  the  patient  to  be  calm   and 
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avoid  resistance.  Then  unwind  the  cord,  and  you  have  perfect  com- 
niand  over  the  points,  and  can  allow  them  to  expand  as  slowly  as  you 
wish. 


The  whole  vagina  is  thus  exposed.  Should  you  de- 
sire to  excise  a  small  tumor,  or  remove  folds  of  the  va- 
gina for  prolapsus  (an  operation,  by  the  by,  which  will 
come  into  general  use,  and  which  1  have  repeatedly 
done  with  success),  the  rods  become  a  guide,  and  with 
a  long  and  slightly  curved  scissors  the  folds  may  be 
excised  with  as  much  accuracy  as  in  hare  lip.  Very 
distressing  cases  of  prolapsus  may  thus  be  cured.  A 
very  perfect  and  efficient  speculum,  made  by  a  com- 
mon  tinman    for  fifty   cents,  is  now  before  me,   and  I 

really  cannot  conceive  why  the  instrument  should  ever  cost  more. 

For  the  rectum,  the   instrument  is   made   of  one  inch  in  diameter  at 

the  collar,  and  expands  to  one  and  a  half;  it  is  four  inches  in  length,  and 

requires  no  stouter  wire,  as  the  decrease  of  length   gives  the  same  wire 

more  power ;  it  has  but  four  rods. 


For  the  nostril,  it  is  made  thus — relying  upon  the 
spring,  governed  by  the  pressure  of  the  hand,  to  do  wliat 
is  effected  in  the  common  instrument  by  the  unnecessary 
complexity  of  the  screw.  I  have  repeatedly  tested  it 
in  nasal  polypi,  and  know  it  to  be  very  efficient. 

For  the  ear,  it  is  in  all  respects  sin)ilar  to  the  above,  with  this  differ- 
ence in  dimensions — the  blades  are  precisely  five  eighths  of  an  inch  in 
length,  which  is  the  mean  distance  to  the  tympanum,  and  thus  there  is 
less  danger  of  injuring  that  delicate  membrane.  Their  breadth  is  pre- 
cisely tliree  eighths  of  an  inch.  Should  the  surgeon  desire  to  manipulate 
at  leisure,  and  to  avoid  indefinite  distension,  the  ear  speculum  may  be 
governed  by  a  sliding  ring  as  above.  In  the  construction  of  these  smaller 
instruments,  the  surgical  mechanic  will  probably  be  found  necessary,  as 
the  steel  wire  which  is  indispensable  requires  bending  and  re-tempering. 

iSeiv  York,  Januartj,  1844.  K.   H.  Dixon, 


( 1*^ ) 

POISONING    BY   OXALIC   ACID. 

(Read  before  the  Boston    Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  in    1834,   and    communiciited   for  llie 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.) 

D.  McG.,  an  Irishman,  about  30  years  old  ;  keeps  a  stall  in  the  market 
place  ;  manufactures  suspenders.  About  a  year  since,  he  purchased  in 
New  York  a  quantity  of  oxalic  acid  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  corroded 
brass  buckles,  which  he  uses  in  niakiiii;  suspenders.  During  a  late  sick- 
ness in  his  family  he  purchased  a  (juarter  of  a  pound  of  Epsom  salts,  a 
considerable  portion  of  which  remained  in  the  house,  and  was  kept  in 
the  same  place  witli  the  oxalic  acid,  and  in  a  similar  colored  paper. 

Feb.  1st. — At  half  past  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  he  proposed  taking  a  dose  of 
salts,  and  by  mistake  took  the  oxalic  acid.  Having  measured  out  about 
one  third  of  a  teacupful  of  the  crystallized  oxalic  acid,  he  poured  upon  it 
sufficient  warm  water  to  fill  the  cup,  and  placed  it  on  the  stove  to  dis- 
solve, stirring  it  occasionally.  He  remarked  that  his  salts  did  not  all 
dissolve,  and  then  drank  the  solution  at  a  single  draught.  He  imme- 
diately perceived  by  the  strong  acid  taste,  burning  sensation  in  the  throat, 
and  "a  gathering  at  stomach,"  that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  and  thrust 
a  leather  strap  into  the  fauces  to  provoke  vomiting.  He  also  drank 
warm  water  for  the  same  purpose.  Vomiting  took  place,  and  the  acid 
thrown  up  was  so  strong  as  to  change  the  black  color  of  his  vest  to  a 
red  brown  when  it  Howed  upon  it.  One  of  his  friends  in  the  mean  time 
ran  into  a  neighboring  apothecary's  shop,  with  the  undissolved  acid  re- 
maining in  the  cup,  and  was  told  that  it  was  a  deadly  poison.  He  then 
called  upon  a  physician,  who  ordered  an  emetic  of  ipecacuanha  to  be 
given,  and  shortly  after  visited  the  patient. 

I  was  called  in  and  desired  to  take  charge  of  the  patient  at  8^-.  P.  M. 
I  found  there  an  irregular  practitioner,  who  had  given  him  an  additional 
emetic  of  tart,  antimony,  and  followed  it  by  a  dose  of  castor  oil.  Vomit- 
ed '' drops  of  blood."  When  1  saw  the  patient  he  was  in  a  state  of 
complete  prostration  ;  face,  lips,  throat  and  tongue  swollen  and  livid  ; 
pulse  almost  extinct,  but  could  be  felt  by  a  delicate  touch,  and  was  found 
to  be  exceedingly  weak,  ra[)id,  and  so  irregular  that  it  could  not  be  count- 
ed. Heart  in  a  continual  fluttering  palpitation  ;  great  jactitation  and 
distress,  with  incessant  vomiting.  The  matter  evacuated  by  vomiting 
was  a  thick  grumous  and  jelly-like  fluid,  of  a  yellow  color,  mixed  with 
white  flocculi.  Does  not  complain  of  pain,  even  when  deep  pressure  is 
made  over  the  stomach  and  bowels,  but  is  in  the  greatest  distress  and 
anxiety.  I  learned  that  the  first  spontaneous  vomiting,  and  that  produced 
by  the  action  of  the  ipecac,  brought  up  a  quantity  of  dark-brown  matter, 
like  chocolate.  This  had  been  thrown  away,  so  that  I  could  not  see  it 
myself.  I  found  a  person  giving  him  a  little  wliite  mixture,  which  appear- 
ed to  be  a  mixture  of  chalk  and  water,  but  as  the  quantity  was  insuffi- 
cient to  produce  the  desired  effect,  I  directed  him  to  give  calcis  car- 
bonatis,  siij.,  mixed  with  camphor  and  opium,  grs.  v.  This  was  given 
in  divided  doses,  but  was  not  retained  long  in  the  stomach.  I  also  di- 
rected him  to  give  an  injection  of  soap  and  water  to  evacuate  the  bowels. 
Feb.  2d,  9.1,  A.  M. — He   has   vomited   continually   in   night  a  yellow 
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thick  fluid.  Toiit,nie  livid,  and  swollen  so  that  he  can  with  difficulty 
project  the  tip  of  it  heyond  the  teeth  ;  face  tumid,  and  of  a  livid  com- 
plexion ;  pidse  130,  veiy  small  ar)d  tliread-like  ;  mine  suppressed  en- 
tirely ;  no  evacuation  from  enema — gave  him  infusion  of  senna,  §  vi.  ; 
sulph.  magnesia,  5j.  ;  carb.  magnesia,  5  ij.  M.  To  be  given  in  divid- 
ed doses. 

10,  P.M. — Has  taken  the  cathartic  as  directed,  but  vomited  it  imme- 
diately ;  no  dejectioti  ;  urine  still  su[)pressed. 

3d,  9,  A.  M. — Vomiting  has  continued  incessantly  ;  distress  contin- 
ues;  pulse  130  ;  tongue  and  face  still  swollen  and  livid. 

6,  P.  M. — Applied  four  leeches  to  epigastrium  ;  they  took  hold  and 
filled  well,  and  did  not  die.  Gave  hitn  a  copious  enema  of  soap  and  water, 
which  operated  effectually  on  the  bowels,  and  brought  away  solid  and 
liquid  fajcal  matter. 

11,  P.  M. — Still  vomiting  a  grass-green  fluid,  with  a  mucous  sediment 
and  white  fioccnli  ;  great  distress  and  fear  of  death.  Directed  him  to 
take  sulphate  of  morphia,  gr.  ij. ;  aqua3,  §  ij.,  M.,  in  doses  of  a  lea- 
spoonful  after  each  vomiting. 

4th. — Vomiting  diminished  in  frequency,  but  the  matter  is  still  of  the 
same  character;  pulse  13'2,  fuller  and  hard  ;  tongue  has  a  thin  brown  coat, 
and  red,  dry  tip  ;  very  thirsty  ;  no  pain,  but  still  distressed  and  anxious. 
Bled  him  nine  ounces,  and  took  the  blood  home  to  examine;  applied 
a  blister  to  epigastrium  ;  increased  the  strength  of  the  solution  of  mor- 
phia to  grs.  iij.  to  water  §  ij.  I  now  endeavored  to  learn  from  him  and 
his  friends  exactly  how  much  oxalic  acid  he  had  taken,  and  caused  him 
to  measure  out  several  times  in  the  cup  the  bulk  of  his  dose.  This  he 
did  with  great  exactness,  and  from  his  friends  I  learned  how  much  re- 
mained undissolved  in  the  cup.  I  took  the  quantity  equal  to  his  dose 
home  with  me  to  weigh,  and  found  it  to  be  535  grains.  I  then 
placed  it  in  a  cup  of  the  same  capacity  as  that  he  had  used,  and 
filled  it  up  with  five  ounces  of  water  at  95  deg.  F.,  and  found  that  the 
portion  undissolved  was  equal  to  that  said  to  have  been  left  in  his  cup, 
and  weighed  58  grains  ;  so  that  477  grains  were  dissolved,  which  was 
the  quantity  taken  by  the  patient.  It  appears,  then,  that  he  took  nearly 
an  ounce  of  oxalic  acid  ! 

On  the  5lh  of  February  I  found  him  with  a  full,  hard  and  intermittent 
pulse  of  122.  Tongue  covered  with  a  brown  coat,  red  at  the  tip,  and 
dry.  He  is  very  thirsty  ;  passed  urine  twice  in  night ;  vomits  still  yel- 
low fluid.  Bled  him  §  xij.,  and  directed  him  to  continue  the  sulphate 
of  morphia. 

10,  P.  M. — Vomits  less,  is  disposed  to  sleep. 

6th. — Pulse  100,  full,  but  not  hard  ;  vomits  less  ;  is  delirious  at  times  ; 
tongue  covered  with  a  bright-yellow  coat ;  passes  urine  ;  skin  of  face, 
head,  chest  and  nates,  covered  with  red  spots  or  petechia?,  appearing  as 
if  bespattered  with  blood. 

7th.— -Pulse  101,  hard;  tongue  covered  with  brown  coat,  tip  red  and 
diy  ;  no  pain,  but  still  distressed  ;  vomits  less  frequently.  Matter  thrown 
up  grass   green,  with   grumous   sediment;  face,  chest,  &tc.,  still  covered 
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with  red  spots  ;  feels  a  sinking  sensation  at  stomach.  Continue  tlie  mor- 
phia when  vomiting  is  urgent.  He  may  have  a  little  toast  water,  about  a 
teaspoonful  at  a  time 

8th. — Face  is  sunken  ;  expression  anxious  ;  pulse  100  ;  tongue  brown  ; 
delirious  at  times  ;  vomiting  diminished  in  frequency.  Ordered  him  a 
little  rice  water,  to  be  taken  in  small  quantity  at  a  time.  Gave  him  an 
injection  of  oat-meal  gruel. 

9ili. — Face  Hippocralic  ;  eyes  sunken  ;  delirium  ;  pulse  100  ;  tongue 
dry,  has  brown  coal,  and  red,  dry  tip.  Has  taken  three  cups  of  arrow 
root.  Urine  passed  in  small  quantity  ;  distress  and  anxiety  ;  no  pain 
on  pressure  at  epigastrium  and  abdomen. 

10th. — Face  Hip[)ocratic ;  pulse  almost  insensible  to  touch,  very 
weak;  delirium  and  stupor;  bladder  distended  with  urine,  but  cannot 
pass  ;  does  not  vomit,  although  he  has  desire  to  do  so.  He  is  evidently 
sinking. 

6,  P.  M. — Drew  off  the  urine  by  catheter.  Sunk  rapidly,  and  died 
at  9,  P.  M.,  without  a  struggle. 

Post-mortem  Examination,  lOi,  A.  M. — Muscles  rigidly  contracted  ; 
numerous  petechia  on  face,  chest,  arms  and  nates.  Lungs  free  from  tuber- 
cles. Emphysema  of  lower  lobe  of  left  lung.  Crepitate  under  pressure. 
Unusual  infiltration  of  serum  in  lungs.  Otherwise  they  appear  healtliy. 
Heart  does  not  contain  blood  in  left  ventricle  and  auricle,  and  but  little 
in  the  right  side  of  the  organ.  Usual  quantity  of  liquor  pericardii,  about  half 
an  ounce.  Liver  very  blue  where  in  contact  with  the  stomach  ;  otherwise 
appears  sound.  Gall-bladder  very  much  distended  with  yellow  bile.  Sto- 
mach contains  a  yellow  fluid,  evidently  colored  with  bile.  Stomach  re- 
markably corrugated.  Mucous  membrane  very  bright  red,  especially  in 
small  curvature  of  the  organ  and  around  the  cardiac  orifice.  Numerous  small 
ulcers  in  the  mucous  membrane,  which  is  thickened  and  soft.  Strips  one 
third  of  an  inch  in  length  may  be  struck  off  by  scalpel,  but  they  cannot  be 
torn  up  by  the  fingers  when  the  membrane  is  raised.  Duodenum — mucous 
membrane  red,  thickened,  and  has  small  ulcers  in  it.  Jejunum  and  ileum 
congested  with  blood.  Peyer's  glands  not  enlarged.  Small  intestines  con- 
tain soft,  yellow,  fluid,  fcecal  matter.  Large  intestines — colon  and  cEecum 
contain  scibalae  of  faecal  matter ;  mucous  membrane  in  its  healthy  state. 
Spleen  natural.  Bladder  contains  urine,  but  is  not  distended  more  than  usual. 

Took  the  stomach  home  for  further  examination.  I  found  the  mucous 
membrane  very  much  thickened,  having  numerous  small  ulcerations,  and 
yellow  stripes  which  were  not  capable  of  being  removed  by  maceration  in 
water.  Corrugation  of  the  mucous  membrane  very  distinctly  marked. 
The  red  color  of  the  mucous  membrane  remained  after  maceration  in  cold 
water  for  ten  days.  C.  T.  Jackson,  M.D. 
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[The  following  singular  cases   are   related  in   the  London  Medical  Ga-' 
zette,  by  Dr.  Edward  Greenhow.] 
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Although  several  years  have  elapsed  since  the  following  cases  occur- 
red,their  interest  is  by  no  means  diminished  in  consequence,  and  I  think 
ihey  merit  a  more  prominent  record  than  tlie  pages  of  my  case-book  are 
calculated  to  afford  them,  independent  of  the  practical  hint  they  convey. 

It  was  on  the  4th  of  August  I  was  consulted  by  a  respectable  chain- 
cable  manufacturer,  who  1  found  had  been  suflering  from  the  first  of  the 
month  from  incessant  hiccup.  He  was  a  thin,  delicate  man,  of  a  san- 
guine temperament,  and  I  found  had  sustained  a  severe  pecuniary  loss  on 
the  1st  of  August,  when,  to  use  his  own  language,  he  felt  a  choking  as 
if  a  ball  was  rising  in  his  throat,  and  shordy  afterwards  the  hiccup  com- 
menced, and  whicli  only  ceased  when  from  sheer  exhaustion  he  dropped 
asleep,  to  be  awoke  shortly  by  a  renewal  of  the  hiccup.  The  complaint  had 
continued  now  for  the  greater  part  of  four  days,  without  any  amendment. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  the  treatment,  which  proved  wholly  unavail- 
ing :  suffice  it  to  say,  he  took  largely  of  the  carbonate  of  magnesia,  and 
also  of  valerian,  camphor  and  assafoetida.  Opiates  v^^ere  also  used  with- 
out the  slightest  benefit,  and  the  case  went  on  until  the  8th  of  August, 
on  whicli  day  he  remained  in  the  same  state,  but  his  wife  also  had  be- 
gun to  hiccup,  accompanied  with  globus  hystericus,  and  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing his  sister  had  also  commenced,  and  on  the  succeeding  day,  that 
is  on  the  10th,  the  maid-servant  had  got  into  the  same  state.  It  was  a 
painful  spectacle,  although  somewhat  a  ludicrous  one,  to  see  four  indi- 
viduals all  at  the  same  time  hiccuping.  It  is  the  most  extraordinary  in- 
stance of  imitative  hysteria  I  ever  witnessed  ;  but  what  was  worse,  the 
remedies  I  have  enumerated  had  no  effect  in  controlling  the  disease. 
However,  on  the  11th,  something  which  the  maid-servant  took  made 
her  vomit,  and  from  that  moment  the  complaint  ceased.  I  immediately 
ordered  each  of  the  others  a  mustard  emetic,  and  was  rejoiced  to  find 
that  the  sister  also  was  cured  after  free  vomiting :  the  wife  did  not  so 
soon  get  rid  of  her  attack,  which,  however,  ceased  for  some  time  after 
the  operation  of  the  emetic,  and  she  was  now  able  to  take  her  food,  and 
a  repetition  of  the  emetic  at  the  end  of  a  few  hours,  and  a  warm  sto- 
machic with  some  of  the  carb.  magnes.,  removed  her  complaint.  Not 
so  the  husband,  whose  attack,  however,  was  always  suspended  by  vom- 
iting, but  soon  returned.  Now,  however,  he  slept  for  considerably  longer 
periods,  and  the  complaint  was  suspended  while  he  was  eating  ;  he  was 
put  upon  a  similar  plan  as  his  wife,  only  the  emetic  was  used  every  even- 
ing. Under  this  treatment  he  got  gradually  well,  but  it  was  full  three 
weeks  before  he  was  entirely  rid  of  the  hiccup. 

I  do  not  recollect  having  seen  any  similar  instances  recorded,  although 
no  doubt  similar  instances  have  occurred  ;  it  had  the  effect,  however,  of 
giving  me  a  lesson  in  the  treatment  of  hysteria,  which  I  have  never  had 
cause  to  regret,  having  always  found  vomiting  put  a  period  to  the  attacks, 
and  the  moral  effect  upon  the  patient  is  equally  satisfactory,  as  I  believe 
the  dread  of  an  emetic  has  often  had  the  effect  of  a  check  to  a  hysteri- 
cal attack. 


(  21   ) 
SYNCOPE   FROM   THE    ADMISSION   OF   AIR   INTO   A   VEIN. 

[At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  in  London, 
Bransby  B.  Cooper,  Esq.,  related  the  following  case.] 

The  patient,  a  female,  19  years  of  age,  was  admitted  on  the  Hth  of 
May,  1843,  under  the  care  of  the  author,  for  enlargement  of  the  middle 
third  of  the  humerus.  She  had  sufiered  pain  in  the  seat  of  the  disease 
for  eight  months,  but  the  swelling  did  not  commence  till  six  weeks  before 
her  admission  into  the  hospital.  From  the  history  and  the  examination 
of  the  arm,  the  tumor  was  considered  to  be  a  malignant  disease  of  the 
bone,  and  amputation  at  the  shoulder-joint  was  resolved  upon.  This 
operation  was  performed  on  the  23d  of  May.  The  arm  was  removed  in 
less  than  a  minute,  and  with  very  little  loss  of  blood.  When  the  limb 
had  been  severed  from  the  body,  the  patient,  who  had  borne  the  opera- 
tion with  great  fortitude,  expressed  her  thankfulness  in  a  firm  and  audible 
voice.  The  subclavian  artery  was  immediately  secured,  but  its  compres- 
sion still  retained  upon  the  first  rib,  as  tl)ere  were  small  vessels  requiring 
ligature.  The  author  then  proceeded  to  remove  a  gland,  which  was 
somewhat  enlarged,  from  the  axilla  ;  and  while  dissecting  it  from  its  cel- 
lular attachments,  he  distinctly  heard  a  peculiar  gurgling  noise,  like  air 
escaping  with  fluid  from  a  narrow-necked  bottle  ;  and  at  the  same  instant 
the  patient  fell  into  a  state  of  collapse,  threatening  immediate  dissolution  : 
the  countenance  was  deadly  pale  ;  pupils  fixed,  and  unobedient  to  light ; 
the  pulse  quick,  small,  and  fluttering,  although  at  intervals  regular;  the 
respiration  was  irregular,  being  hurried  and  feeble,  and  attended  occa- 
sionally with  a  deep  sigh.  The  patient  was  directly  placed  in  the  hori- 
zontal posture,  the  flap  brought  over  the  wound  and  retained  by  plaister ; 
and  various  stimulants  were  administered.  An  hour  elapsed  before  she 
was  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  removed  from  the  operating  theatre. 
Upon  being  placed  in  bed,  she  passed  her  faeces  and  urine  involuntarily. 
When  the  re-action  was  coming  on,  she  uttered  a  continued  whining  cry, 
and  maintained  a  constant  motion  of  alternate  flexion  and  extension  of 
the  right  leg,  while  the  left  remained  perfectly  quiescent,  and  seemed  in- 
sensible to  feeling,  as  well  as  motionless.  She  complained  also  of  pain 
running  up  the  right  side  of  the  head  and  neck.  For  several  days  she 
remained  with  her  eyes  closed.  The  lower  extremities  in  the  same  con- 
dition as  described,  and  the  pulse  very  frequent.  It  was  found  neces- 
sary to  give  her  opiates  at  different  limes,  which  relieved  her  general  rest- 
lessness, and  procured  sleep.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  left  leg  was  also  af- 
fected with  involuntary  contractions  ;  but  these  subsided  on  the  following 
day.  On  the  25th  day  she  was  able  to  leave  her  bed.  The  motions  of 
the  right  leg  had  ceased  at  this  time,  but  she  complained  of  great  numb- 
ness and  loss  of  power  in  the  left  leg.  On  the  3d  of  July  she  was  suffi- 
ciently recovered  to  leave  the  hospital,  having  no  other  unfavorable  symp- 
tom than  a  slight  dragging  of  the  left  leg.  The  author  concluded  his  pa- 
per by  adding  remarks  on  the  consequences  of  air  being  admitted  into 
the  veins,  and  pointed  out  the  resemblance  between  the  symptoms  in 
his  case  and  those  presented  in  other  similar  cases  upon  record,  as  well 
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as  in  experiments  upon  the  lower  animals,  made  to  elucidate  the  subject. 
He  drew  attention  to  the  different  effect  produced  in  man  compared 
with  brutes  by  the  admission  of  air,  owing  to  the  influence  of  mental 
agitation  on  the  motions  of  the  heart  in  the  former.  He  also  dwelt  on 
the  various  modes  of  death  in  such  cases,  according  as  the  air  introduced 
distended  and  |)aralyzed  the  walls  of  the  right  cavities  of  the  heart,  or 
was  sent  onwards,  mixed  with  the  blood,  to  the  lungs,  or  was  transmitted 
by  the  arteries  to  the  brain  ;  and  he  ended  by  offering  some  practical  re- 
marks on  the  best  mode  of  guarding  patients  from  such  dangerous  occur- 
rences in  operations  about  the  neck  and  shoulder. 
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Theory  of  the  Nervous  System.* — So  mysterious  are  the  phenomena  of 
life,  that  men  in  every  age  have  ardently  attempted  to  investigate  and  ex- 
plain them,  though  they  are  still  but  poorly  understood.  Anatomical  ex- 
planations present  us  with  a  vast  variety  of  beautifully  constructed  appara- 
tus, all  concurring,  harmoniously,  in  the  production  of  results,  the  most 
extraordinary  to  the  mind  of  a  philosopher.  Without  muscles,  vessels, 
nerves  and  a  circulation,  there  is  no  vitality.  Such  is  the  interest  in  re- 
gard to  this  great  question,  what  is  life  ?  that  no  sooner  does  one  writer 
step  aside,  than  another  promptly  announces  himself  with  new  tidings  of 
essential  import.  Such  inquiries  give  exercise  to  the  highest  order  of 
minds,  since  those  of  ordinary  calibre  seldom  attempt  to  cope  with  subjects 
which  are  so  much  beyond  their  reach. 

From  the  press  of  the  great  medical  publishing  house  of  Messrs.  Lea  & 
Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia,  we  have  been  favored  with  a  scientific  essay, 
that  appears  destined  to  excite  no  little  degree  of  movement  among  the  dry 
bones  of  every-day,  stereotype  thinkers.  It  is  an  attempt  to  produce  a  cor- 
rect theory  on  the  nervous  system,  by  Dr.  Harrison,  professor  of  physiolo- 
gy, &c.  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  Whether  he  succeeds,  or  not.  in 
the  undertaking,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  Dr.  Harrison's  claims  to  the  dis- 
tinction of  a  close  student  and  a  powerful  reasoner,  cannot  be  called  in 
question,  with  any  show  of  reason. 

"  It  will  be  observed,"  says  the  author,  "  that  this  work  is  entitled  an 
essay.  It  is  indeed  an  attempt — perhaps  an  unsuccessful  one — to  bring  a 
large  class  of  phenomena,  seemingly  the  most  opposed  to  the  ordinary 
laws  of  nature,  within  the  compass  of  those  laws.  In  this  attempt  I  am 
not  aware  of  having  violated,  in  any  instance,  the  strict  rules  of  inductive 
logic."  Again:  "To  explain  sensation,  thought,  &c.,  by  corpuscular 
change  in  matter,  is  impossible  :  they  are  ultimate  facts,  and  like  all  such, 
incomprehensible,  or,  rather,  are  to  be  known  only  in  themselves." 

After  these  explanations.  Dr.   Harrison  strikes  off  boldly  into  the  field. 

*  An  Essay  towards  a  correct  Theory   of  the  Nervous  System.     By  John  P.  Harrison,  M.D.,  itc. 
Sec.     Philadelphia:  Lea  &  Ulaiichard.     1844.    8vo.  pp.  292. 
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In  the  course  of  eleven  chapters,  he  impresses  the  reader  with  the  pro- 
fundity of  his  attainments  in  a  department  of  study  which  a  few  only,  in 
the  moving  multitade,  have  either  the  courage,  the  taste,  or  the  requisite 
mental  power,  seriously  to  engage  in.  We  may  hazard  the  opinion,  there- 
fore, that  this  ess-ay — from  the  character  of  the  subject  it  treats — will  not 
be  extensively  perused  ;  but  it  will  nevertheless  produce  a  sensation,  and 
give  activity  to  elevated  minds  both  here  and  in  Europe.  In  short,  it 
will  stimulate  into  activity  those  who  have  the  capacity  and  the  industry 
to  cope  with  this  or  any  other  theory  of  the  nervous  system.  We  shall 
watch  with  interest  for  the  more  elaborate  reviews  of  Dr.  Harrison's  essay 
— feeling  assured  that  the  sparks  elicited  by  his  genius  must  necessarily 
produce  a  corresponding  movement  in  some  other  minds. 


Dr.  Haijwar(Vs  Outlines  of  Physiology. — Since  treatises  on  the  ele- 
ments of  this  important  science  have  been  considerably  multiplied  of  late, 
an  acquaintance  wishes  xis  to  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  volume 
prepared  by  Geo.  Hayward,  M.D.,  of  this  city.  He  thinks  no  subse- 
quently-written work,  prepared  for  the  same  object,  is  any  improvement 
upon  that — nor,  in  fact,  so  good.  We  see  no  reason  for  altering  our  own 
views  in  regard  to  Dr.  Hayward's  undertaking,  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore expressed.  It  is  an  excellent  digest  of  the  science,  admirably  suited 
to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  It  is  now  in  the  fourth  edi- 
tion— the  best  of  all  commendation. 


Ohio  Limatic  Asylum. — The  fifth  annual  report  is  before  us,  for  copies 
of  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  Superintendent,  and  to  Dr.  Bennett,  of 
the  Ohio  Legislature.  It  is  a  plain,  methodical,  satisfactory  document, 
with  which  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  must 
have  been  gratified.  Although  we  passed  a  day  at  Columbus,  the  last 
season,  it  was  not  convenient  to  visit  the  Asylum,  which  is  much  regret- 
ted. Dr.  Awl's  reputation  stands  high  in  public  estimation — and  long 
may  he  live  to  benefit,  by  his  experience  and  philanthropic  disposition,  the 
wretched,  reason-bereft  beings  who  are  confided  to  his  care.  A  synopsis 
of  the  report  has  been  given  in  former  numbers. 


Maiiie  Insane  Hospital. — One  of  the  first  items  of  interest  noticeable  in 
this  report,  is  the  economy  of  the  institution.  The  expenditures  for 
eleven  months  past,  were  only  $8,999  68.  Next,  the  Medical  Superin- 
tendent's report  is  most  essential.  Dr.  Ray  seems  to  have  exerted  him- 
self to  raise  the  Hospital  where  it  was  not  under  the  administration  of 
Dr.  Knapp — the  resigned,  of  remarkable  memory.  By  a  law  of  the  State, 
the  Hospital  year  is  to  end,  in  future,  on  the  30th  of  November.  In  eleven 
months,  82  patients  were  admitted.  Within  the  same  period,  31  recovered, 
27  were  improved,  17  were  not  improved,  and  4  died.  On  the  31st  of 
Dec.  1842,  there  were  65  inmates.  Greatest  number  of  patients  at  any 
time  during  the  year,  72 ;  average  number,  6-5.  That  which  takes  the 
highest  place  in  Dr  Ray's  report,  regards  criminal  law,  which  is  marked 
for  republication  in  the  Journal,  whenever  room  can  be  spared  for  its 
introduction, 
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Medical  Eo;aminations  in  Connecticut. — An  editorial  article  appeared 
in  the  New  Haven  Daily  Herald,  last  week,  on  the  subject  of  the  medical 
schools  in  that  city,  which  was  so  judicious  and  appropriate,  as  to  claim  the 
special  notice  of  those  interested  in  the  progress  of  medical  education. 
Of  the  address  delivered  by  Dr.  Welch,  to  the  candidates  for  degrees,  the 
Herald  speaks  in  terms  of  unqualified  praise,  and  intimates  that  it  is  to  be 
published  in  a  pamphlet.  A  valedictory  was  pronounced  by  Dr.  Brown, 
distinguished  for  its  chaste  and  classical  character.  The  editor  says,  "  we 
cannot  but  admire  the  professional  zeal  and  public  spirit  which  annually 
brings  together  so  much  talent  and  respectability  in  the  board  of  examin- 
ers. It  is  no  little  sacrifice  for  six  gentlemen,  so  highly  distinguished  in 
their  profession,  to  leave  their  business  and  come  from  remote  parts  of  the 
State,  to  attend  to  this  official  duty.  The  public  can  have  no  better  surety 
than  is  afforded  by  the  character  of  the  board,  for  a  rigid  scrutiny  of  the 
qualifications  of  candidates  for  the  responsible  duties  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession." The  people  of  Connecticut  do  every  thing  well  in  regard  to 
education.  They  allow  no  half-way  measures  in  graduating  classes  in 
law,  physic  or  divinity  ;  the  candidate  cannot  pass  the  ordeal  unless  lie  is 
fully  qualified. 


Geneva  Medical  College. — A  prosperous  lecture  term  has  recently 
closed  at  this  College — the  class  averaging  from  150  to  ISO,  says  the 
Geneva  Advertiser.  The  character  of  the  institution  is  represented  never 
to  have  stood  higher.  Dr.  T.  R.  Spencer,  one  of  the  Faculty,  seems  to 
have  been  quite  a  favorite  of  the  class.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  elevat- 
ed attainments,  who  does  not  consider  it  a  derogation  of  dignity  to  be 
courteous  and  obliging.  The  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  upon  44 
graduates,  whose  names  and  theses  we  are  obliged,  for  want  of  room,  to 
omit.  The  honorary  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  upon  the  following 
gentlemen  : — Edson  Carr,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  William  Wallace. 


Castleton  Medical  College. — The  catalogue  and  circular  of  this  insti- 
tution has  been  received,  containing  also  the  names  of  all  who  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  at  the  termination  of  the  au- 
tumnal lectures — 26  in  number.  The  honorary  degree  was  conferred  on 
James  Kenedy,  N.  Y.  ;  Wm.  Tibbits,  N.  Y.  ;  Thomas  Chadbourne, 
M.D.,  N.  H.  ;  Alden  S.  Sprague,  M.D.,  N.  Y.  The  spring  course  of 
lectures  will  commence  on  the  last  Thursday  of  February. — We  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Trustees  of  the  College,  with  the  request  to  publish,  the 
following  "  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  convened  Dec.  30th,  1S43." 

"  Whereas,  it  has  been  made  to  appear  to  this  Corporation  by  satisfac- 
tory testimony,  that  Prof.  James  McClintock  has  pursued  a  course  of  con- 
duct inconsistent  with  his  connection  with  this  institution,  therefore  Re- 
solved, that  he  be  and  he  hereby  is  removed  from  the  Professorships 
which  he  now  holds,  and  all  connection  with  this  institution. 

"  1.  Davev,  Secretary  of  the  Trustees  of  Castleton  Med.  College.'" 


Rush  Medical  College. — When  asked  where   this   institution  is  located, 
it  is  not  strange  that  the  question  could  not  be  readily  answered.     Schools 
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of  medicine  are  now  so  very  numerous  in  the  United  States,  that  one 
needs  to  keep  a  catalogue  of  them  in  his  pocket  for  reference.  The 
charier  of  the  Rush  Medical  College  was  granted  by  the  Legislature  of 
Illinois,  in  1S37  ;  but  it  was  not  fully  organized  till  last  October.  Ihe 
present  faculty  was  then  appointed,  and  on  the  4th  of  December  a  course 
of  Lectures  was  opened.  Daniel  Brainard,  M.D.,  has  the  chair  of  Anato- 
my and  Surgery  ;  J.  V.  Z.  Blaney,  M.D.,  that  of  Chemistry  and  Materia 
Medica;  John  McLean,  M.D.,  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine;  M.  L. 
Knann  M  D.,  Diseases  of  Women,  Children  and  Obstetrics.  Those  who 
have  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance  with  these  gentlemen,  must  feel  as- 
sured  that  whatever  charge  is  committed  to  their  care  will  be  managed 
with  discretion.  The  dignity  of  the  profession  will  ose  nothing  in  their 
keeping  ;  and  empiricism  in  medicine,  ii  is  hoped  will  melt  away,  where- 
ver  the   influence  of  the  Rush  Medical  College  is  felt,  like  an  early  dew 

before  the  rising  sun.  ...  •      •     u-       i  ^f  rlo 

Chicao-o— and  who  that  has  the  spirit  of  enterprise  in  hira  does  not  de- 
light to  hear  the  name  of  Chicago  1-is  the  place  where  this  nevv  Col  ege 
is'located  Its  prospects  are  identified  with  the  prosperity  of  the  W  est, 
Dr  Brainard's  introductory  discourse,  of  seventeen  octavo  pages,  on  the 
Institutions  of  Science,  now  before  us,  is  exceedingly  creditable  to  him. 
"  Professional  character,"  says  Dr.  B.,  "is  the  property,  too  often  the 
only  property,  of  its  possessor;  on  this  he  relies  tor  support.  When, 
therefore,  we  hear  it  unjustly  assailed,  either  from  malice  or  thoughtless- 
ness.  it  is  impossible  not  to  conclude  that  the  assailant  is  destitute  of  re- 
spect for  the  ricrhts  and  property  of  his  neighbor.  That  this  is  too  often 
heard  all  must" admit,  and  it  constitutes  an  evil  of  such  magnitude,  as  to 
call  for  some  general  effort  of  the  belter  portion  of  the  profession  to  pre- 
vent it." 

Medical  School  in  Tennessee.— From  the  Knoxville  Argus,  intelli- 
gence is  received  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Tennessee,  to  organize  a  medical  department.  In  connection 
with  the  project,  the  name  of  Dr.  Cross,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  is  associated. 
Havincr  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  that  gentleman,  we 
can  bear  full  testimony  to  the  suavity  of  his  manners,  and  to  his  eminent 
literary  and  scientific  qualifications,  which  would  give  character  to  any  in- 
stitution to  which  he  might  be  called.  But  why  should  the  University  of 
Transylvania  allow'  the  suggestion  to  go  abroad,  that  Dr.  Cross  might  re- 
sign his  chair  ?  If  there  is  a  spark  of  that  ambition  still  remaining  in 
Lexincrton,  which  has  been  eminently  conspicuous  for  many  prosperous 
years,'the  University  will  not  allow  such  talent  to  be  withdrawn. 

Health  in  the  Massachusetts  State  PmoTi.— The  following  synopsis  of 
•the  annual  report  of  the  attending  physician  of  the  Massachusetts  blate 
Prison,  has  been  extracted  from  the  Boston  Post. 

"  Appended  to  the  report  of  the  warden  of  the  State  Prison,  is  that  ot  the 
physician.  It  is  short,  comprehensive,  and  characlenstic  of  its  distinguish- 
ed author.  Dr.  Wm.  J.  Walker.  The  whole  number  of  patients  admitted 
durincr  1S43.  is  151 :  the  number  of  days  residence  in  the  hospital  'S  ■^^y^  ! 
and  334  days'  labor  has  been  abated  to  invalids  for  a  day,  and  430  days 
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light  labor  have  been  advised  by  him.  There  have  been  2  deaths.  B}^  a 
table  annexed  to  the  report,  it  appears  that  the  physician  of  the  Prison  has 
had  under  him  2961  convicts,  and  that  during  this  time  there  have  been  42 
deaths.  Upon  this  Dr.  Walker  makes  a  remark  of  too  much  importance 
to  the  people,  and  to  doctors  and  apothecaries,  to  be  hastily  passed  over  : 

"  By  the  annexed  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  cost  of  drugs  and 
medicines  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  last  past,  is  $273  OS;  and  that  the 
average  annual  mortality  among  the  convicts  is  as  one  to  seventy  and  five 
tenths.  During  the  above  term  the  physician  has  declined  giving  drujrs 
to  the  convicts  until  fully  satisfied,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  applicant 
was  sick.  Secondly,  that  his  malady  was  understood,  and  susceptible  of 
cure,  or  of  material  relief.  Thirdly,  that  the  proposed  drug  was  well 
adapted  to  benefit  the  patient,  and  not  likely  to  leave  any  defeterious  in- 
fluence in  his  S3'stem. 

"The  result  of  this  experimental  inquiry  is  truly  gratifying,  as  the  mor- 
tality has  diminished  about  one  third  ;  and  I  firmly  believe  that  the  same 
plan  of  treating  diseases  in  the  great  human  family"  would  be  highly  bene- 
ficial to  mankind,  and   tend   to  elevate  the  character  of  the  medical  pro- 


fession. 


Ajiomalous  Eruptive  Disease. — In  the  town  of  Lyme,  Huron  Co., 
Ohio,  an  eruptive  disease  has  appeared,  that  is  exciting  considerable  at- 
tention. Dr.  Charles  Smith,  of  that  place,  who  has  made  himself  fa- 
miliar with  its  appearance  and  general  character,  ^ives  the  following  ac- 
count of  it.  We  hope  Dr.  Smith  will  hereafter 'furnish  us  with  a  de- 
tailed scientific  paper  upon  the  subject. 

"  On  several  of  the  cases  the  eruption  has  been  of  the  most  confluent 
form,  accompanied  with  swelling  of  the  head  and  face,  soreness  of  the 
throat  and  mouth,  with  hoarseness.  In  every  case  the  pustules  have  be- 
gun to  dry  up  in  five  or  six  days,  and  the  swelling  to  subside,  and  all  of 
them  were  personally  exposed  to  the  infection  of' the  first  case.  There 
have  been,  up  to  the  present  time,  fifteen  cases,  all  of  them  convalescent, 
some  of  ihem  well.  On  some  the  attack  has  been  very  severe  ;  while 
on  others  it  has  been  slight. 

"  The  course  of  treatment  has  been  generally  to  bleed  and  evacuate 
the  stomach  and  bowels,  in  the  forming  stage  ;  and  then  to  keep  the  bow- 
els  relaxed  during  the  complaint. 

"Vaccination  does  not  prevent  or  modify  the  disease  ;  most  of  the  sub- 
jects have  been  vaccinated.  Nor  does  smallpox  seem  to  prevent  it.  There 
have  been  two  slight  cases,  who  had  the  smallpox. 

"There  is  no  evidence,  at  the  present  time,  of  its  being  contagious,  only 
by  personal  exposure.  There  have  been  no  distinct  features  of  the  small- 
pox in  these  cases.  In  the  distinct  smallpox,  the  pustules  fill  with  pus 
in  eight  or  ten  days,  and  in  the  confluent  kind  they  do  not  fill  until  the 
eleventh  or  fourteenth  day." 


Dr.  Dixon's  Speculum. — Readers  are  requested  to  examine  the  claims 
of  this  new  instrument,  a  description  of  which  appears  to-day.  An  emi- 
nent surgeon  in  Boston,  who  has  looked  into  its  ronstruction,"says  it  is  an 
excellent  affair. 


Dr.  Lee's  Agency. — Those  interested  in  the  progress  of  medical  litera- 
ture, will  be  gratified  with  the  progress  a-head,  as  developed  in  Dr.  Lee's 
advertisement  in  to-day's  Journal.  We  shall  more  particularly  advert  to 
the  subject  of  the  Sydenham  Society  at  another  day. 
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"  A7iatomical  Mistake."— Mn.  Editor,— I  noticed  in  the  Journal  of 
the  31st,  some  strictures  upon  Dr.  Atkinson's  case  of  inguinal  hernia. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  your  correspondent  has  made  so  much  of  an  affair 
whkh  by  e\^ry  candid  reader  was  probably  considered  a  slip  of  the  pen. 
The  "  anatomical  mistake  "  was  doubtless  perceived  by  all  the  readers  of 
the  Journal,  but  did  any  one,  with  the  exception  of  your  correspondent, 
for  a  moment  imagine  that  this  resulted  from  the  ignorance  of  Dr.  A. 
concernin'^-  the  parts  of  which  he  speaks.  Had  such  been  the  case,  j 
doubt  if  the  friends  of  Mrs.  W.  would  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  her 
restored  to  health.  I  believe  it  has  ever  been  conceded  by  practical  sur- 
geons, that  a  successful  performance  of  the  operation  for  inguinal  hernia, 
was  prima  facia  evidence  of  skill  and  science  on  the  part  of  the  operator. 
The  writer  of  this  article  is  well  acquainted  with  Dr.  A.,  and  believes  him 
to  be  a  sensible,  honest,  and  successful  practitioner,  incapable  of  traud,  or 
"reportino- what  he  reads  rather  than  what  he  sees."  His  communica- 
tion was  "probably  written  very  hastily,  and  if  your  correspondent  had 
waited  a  reasonable  time,  or  addressed  a  private  note  to  Dr.  A.,  which 
would  have  been  the  more  generous  course,  the  matter  might  undoudtedly 
have  been  satisfactorily  explained.  For  one,  Mr.  Editor,  I  deprecate  the 
censorious  and  captious  spirit  which  some  men  manifest  towards  others 
in  their  own  profession.  There  is  already  prejudice  enough  existing  in 
the  minds  of  the  community  against  medical  men,  and  they  should  be  care- 
ful how  they  inadvertently  or  designedly  expose  the  blunders  of  their 
brethren.  Mistakes  of  a  more  serious  character  than  the  one  under  con- 
sideration sometimes  occur.  Perhaps  you  may  recollect  an  instance,  some 
years  since,  where  a  surgeon  "damned  himself  to  everlasting  fame"  by 
tapping  a  woman  for  dropsy,  who  in  the  sequel  proved  to  be  pregnant. 
Had  Dr.  A.  committed  an  error  of  this  kind,  there  would  have  been  some 
call  for  censure — but  as  it  is,  cui  bono?  Justitia. 


To  CoHRESPONnENTs.— A  Communication,  signed  PiWar,  has  been  received. 
If  the  author  will  allow  us  to  attach  hi.s  name  to  it,  it  will  be  inserted;  those 
who  may  feel  called  upon  to  answer  it,  will  then  know  whom  to  address.  The 
writer,"  we  trust,  will  not  impute  this  unwillingness  to  give  insertion  to  his  article, 
to  any  want  of  respect  toward.^  himself  as  a  professional  gentleman,  since  his 
position  in  society  is  one  of  which  any  man  might  be  proud.  We  cannot  com- 
prehend the  precise  object  of  the  paper,  nor  discover  what  good  is  to  be  accom- 
plished by  its  publication  ;  nevertheless,  with  the  writer's  name,  it  will  be  admit- 
ted.—No.  I.  of  Dr.  Allen  on  Epidemic  Erysipelatous  Fever,  and  Phreno-Mesmer- 
ism  No.  IV.,  are  on  file  for  insertion.  An  account  of  a  number  of  cases  treated 
homoBopathically  has  also  been  received. 

Died,— At  Columbus,  Ohio,  Dr.  Double,  of  smallpox.— In  Brookline,  Mass., 
Dr.  John  C.  Howard,  49.— In  Boston,  Henry  G.  Wiley,  M.D.— In  Portland,  Me., 
Dr.  Newell  Smith,  60.— At  Warehouse  Point,  Conn.,  Dr.  William  Daniels,  39. — 
At  Hallowell,  Me.,  Dr.  Benjamin  Page,  74 — one  of  the  original  subscribers  to 
this  Journal,  and  an  occasional  contributor. — At  Machias,  Me.,  of  apoplexy,  Dr. 
Newell  Wetherbee,  also  an  original  subscriber  to  this  Journal. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  lor  the  week  endini;  Feb.  3,  32.— Males,  13— Females,  19.     Stillborn,  5. 

Of  consumption,  5 — measles,  1 — dropsy,  1 — hJEniorrhage,  1 — worms,  1— scarlet  fever,  2— lunsfever, 
3 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2— suicide,  1— erysipelsis,  1 — hooping  cough,  1— canker,  1 — paralytic,  1 — in- 
flammation of  the  bowels,  1— old  age,  2— dropsy  on  the  chest,  1— debility,  1— infantile,  1— pleurisy 
fever,  1 — typhus   fever,  1 — fits,  2. 

Under  5  years,  11— between  5  and  20  years,  2— between  20  and  60  years,  12— over  60  years,  7. 
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Queen  Elizabeth  suffering  from  the  Toothache. — There  were  found  at 
Islington,  concealed  in  the  house  of  a  catholic  priest,  three  waxen  images 
of  the  queen,  and  two  of  her  chief  counsellors,  which  it  was  said  were  in- 
tended to  be  operated  upon  in  a  diabolical  manner  for  her  destruction. 
JMuch  at  the  same  time  Her  Majesty  was  attacked  with  such  grievous 
toothache,  that  nothing  could  mitigate  the  torture  she  endured,  and  she 
obtained  no  rest  either  by  night  or  day.  Some  persons  attributed  these 
sufferings  to  the  malign  magic  that  had  been  employed  against  her.  Her 
physicians  held  a  consultation  on  the  royal  malady  ;  and  instead  of  devis- 
ing a  remedy  for  her  relief,  fell  to  disputing  among  themselves  on  the 
cause  of  her  indisposition,  and  the  medicines  most  advisable  to  use.  The 
lords  of  the  council  then  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  decided  on  sending 
for  an  "  outlandish  physician,  of  the  name  of  John  Antony  Fenatus,"  who 
was  celebrated  for  curing  this  agonizing  pain  ;  but  as  it  was  a  perilous 
thing  to  entrust  the  sacred  person  of  a  sovereign,  so  suspicious  of  plots 
against  her  life  by  poison  as  Elizabeth,  to  the  discretion  of  a  foreign  prac- 
titioner, "  who  might  possibly  be  a  jew,  or  even  a  papist,"  they  would  not 
permit  him  to  see  Her  Majesty,  but  required  him  to  write  his  prescription. 

Fenatus  composed  a  long  and  elaborate  Latin  letter  in  reply,  declaring 
in  the  first  place  his  unworthiness  to  come  after  such  great  physicians,  and 
then  prescribing  divers  remedies,  but  with  the  intimation  that,  if  the  tooth 
were  hollow,  when  all  was  said  and  done,  it  was  best  to  have  it  drawn, 
though  at  the  cost  of  some  short  pain.  If,  however,  Her  Majesty  could 
not  bring  herself  to  submit  to  the  use  of  chirurgical  instruments  (of  which 
it  seems  he  had  heard  something  of  her  abhorrence),  then  he  advised  that 
the  juice  of  chelidoitius  viajor  might  be  put  into  the  tooth,  and  so  stopped 
with  wax  that  none  of  it  might  touch  the  sound  parts  ;  which  would  so 
loosen  the  tooth,  that  in  a  short  time  it  might  be  pulled  out  with  the  fin- 
gers ;  or  the  root  of  the  said  plant  might  be  rubbed  upon  the  tooth,  which 
would  produce  the  same  effect ;  but  concluded  by  declaring  that  drawing  - 
the  tooth  was,  by  all,  esteemed  the  safest  and  best  way. 

The  courage  of  the  lion-hearted  Elizabeth  failed  her  on  this  occasion  ; 
and  she  expressed  so  much  repugnance  at  the  loss  of  her  tooth,  combined 
with  terror  of  the  pain  that  might  attend  the  operation,  that  the  eloquence 
of  her  whole  cabinet  could  not  prevail  upon  her  to  undergo  it. 

Aylmer,  Bishop  of  London,  who  was  present  at  this  grave  debate,  then 
stood  forth  ;  and  after  assuring  Her  Majesty  that  the  pain  was  less  than 
she  apprehended,  told  her,  "that  although  he  was  an  old  man,  and  had 
not  many  teeth  to  spare,  she  should  see  a  practical  experiment  of  it  on 
himself,"  and  thereupon,  bade  the  surgeon,  who  was  in  attendance,  extract 
one  of  his  teeth  in  Her  Majesty's  presence,  which  encouraged  the  queen 
to  submit  to  the  like  operation. — 'Miss  Strickland's  Lives  of  the  Queens  of 
England. 

Milk  injected  into  the  Veins. — M.  Donne,  in  the  course  of  the  past  sum- 
mer, stated  to  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  that  having  been  struck 
with  the  analogy  between  the  constitution  of  milk  and  that  of  blood,  he 
had  repeated  the  experiment  of  injecting  the  former  fluid  into  the  veins  of 
various  animals;  and  his  experience,  contrary  to  that  of  many  former  ob- 
servers, went  to  prove  that  those  animals  (except,  from  some  unascertained 
cause,  the  horse)  not  only  supported  the  efiect  without  injury,  but  the  glo- 
bules of  milk  served  the  purpose  of  those  of  chyle,  and  became  eventually 
transformed  into  blood-globules. —  Gaz.  des  Hopiiauz. 
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EPIDEMIC    ERYSIPELATOUS   FEVER —NO.  I 

[Communicated    for   tlie   Bo:-toii   Medical   and  Sinj:ical  Jnnrnnl.l 

This  disease  has  been  known  by  several  names — as  Erysipelas,  the 
Black  Tongue,  Cold  Plague,  the  Rose,  St.  Anthony" s  Fire,  &,c.  But, 
after  Sydenham,  I  choose  to  call  it  Erysipelatous  Fever  under  all  its  appa- 
rent dissimilar  forms. 

Indeed,  in  its  epidemic  form  it  is  always  an  exanthem.  It  is  an  idio- 
pathic pyrexia,  being  as  truly  an  exanthematic  disease  as  pestis,  rosalia 
or  rubeola.  Like  the  other  exanlhems,  it  has  its  peculiar  characteristics. 
In  its  mode  of  attack,  its  natural  duration,  its  local  congestive  tendency, 
it  exhibits  its  exanthematic  relationship.  Chills,  fever,  and  local  affeclioiis 
or  erythema,  are  essential  traits  of  character  in  genuine  epidemic  erysipela- 
tous pyrexias.  After  a  chill  of  a  greater  or  less  severity,  ensue  febrility, 
succeeded  by  erythenia  of  some  portion  of  the  skin  and  tumefaction  of 
the  subjacent  tissue,  or  some  internal  organ  becomes  implicated.  The 
same  train  of  constitutional  phenomena  occur  in  pestis,  rosalia  and  the  like, 
differing  only  in  severity  and  in  the  specific  chai'acter  and  place  of  the 
local  affection — each  ultimately  manifesting  its  specific  character  by  the 
local  affection. 

Sydenham  informs  us  that  the  chills,  or  shivering,  and  subsequent  fe- 
verish lieat  of  erysipelas,  so  neai-ly  resemble  the  accession  of  the  plague, 
that  it  has  been  mistaken  for  that  disease.  The  difference,  he  remarks, 
consists  in  the  greater  violence  of  the  latter.  This  may  have  been  the 
fact,  but  the  writer  can  hardly  imagine  more  violent  chills  and  succeeding 
heat  than  he  has  witnessed  in  some  cases  during  the  incipient  stage  of 
erysipelatous  fever.  This  complaint,  like  others  occurring  epidemically, 
has  usually  greater  severity  than  when  it  is  sporadic.  The  same  facts 
have  been  observed    in   the  yellow  fever,  cholera,  &;c. 

On  the  invasion  of  erysipelatous  fever,  ordinarily  in  the  course  of  one, 
two  or  three  days  the  local  affection  will  be  manifested.  Sometimes, 
however,  it  may  linger  till  the  eighth  or  even  the  ninth  day.  In  some 
other  instances  this  local  disease  seems  to  appear  simultaneously  with  the 
febrile  accession.  Indeed,  in  its  recent  extensive  prevalence  in  this  vi- 
cinity, at  the  onset  it  was  generally  discoverable  on  the  pharynx  and  ton- 
sils. In  two  cases,  under  my  observation,  it  at  first  fixed  on  the  larynx, 
and  destroyed  life  in  each  within  fortv-eight  hours.  Death  vtas  pro- 
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duced,  ajjparenilyj  as  in  eiiipresma  laryngitis.  In  other  instances  its 
location  would  be  the  tongue,  which  would  become  enormously  swollen 
and  extremely  painful.  None  of  this  character,  which  have  fallen  under 
my  ohservation,  have  assumed  that  lividity  which  characterizes  the  black 
tongue.  Several  such  instances  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  J. 
Rice,  of  Bridport,  and  Drs.  Haile  and  Goodrich,  of  Crown  Point,  N.  Y. 
If,  however,  this  local  affection  happen  on  the  surface,  it  is  always  an 
erythema — having  the  specific  character  of  what  is  usually  denominated 
erysipelas,  or  erysipelatous  inflammation.  This  occurrence  may  be  re- 
garded as  merely  a  symptom  of  the  disease.  It  is  an  event  resulting  from 
the  preceding  febrile  action.  Some  of  my  medical  friends,  who  have 
had  much  experience  in  epidemic  erysipelas,  regard  it  as  occurring  only 
when  the  preceding  treatment  has  not  been  sufficiently  energetic.  Such 
are  the  views  entertained  by  my  experienced  friend,  Dr.  Adin  Hall,  of 
New  Haven.  It  is  evident  that  the  violence  of  the  local  disease,  in  com- 
mon cases,  is  much  influenced  by  the  previous  constitutional  management. 
Certainly,  its  tendency  to  suppuration  or  gangrene  is  essentially  affected 
by  the  early  medication.  Although  the  local  afi'ection  may  be  regarded 
as  a  pathognomonic  symptom,  this  circumstance  does  not  in  the  least  di- 
minish its  importance.  So  far  from  this,  in  fact  almost  the  whole  event 
of  the  disease  depends  on  the  place  of  its  location.  It  was  early  observ- 
ed by  Hippocrates,  that  when  it  appeared  externally,  and  could  be 
kept  on  the  surface,  little  or  no  danger  was  to  apprehended  from  its 
appearance.  The  truth  of  this  position  has  been  verified  by  the  observa- 
tions of  the  most  experienced  men  subsequently,  as  Sydenham,  Boer- 
haave.  Van  Swieten,  and  those  of  the  present  day.  Drs.  Hall  and  Dexter 
inform  us  that  where  it  prevailed  so  extensively  in  the  northern  section  of 
Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  last  season,  -'  when  the  manifestations 
were  external  and  the  inflammation  of  the  skin  did  not  recede,  there  was 
little  or  no  danger  to  be  apprehended."  (Vid.  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences,  No  13,  1844.)  In  each  of  the  extensive  and  severe 
e|)idemics  which  the  writer  has  witnessed,  if  the  local  affection  manifest- 
ed itself  on  a  vital  or  internal  organ,  or  tissue,  either  primarily  or  by 
metastasis,  the  most  serious  consequences  were  to  be  apprehended.  In 
fact,  it  is  evident  that  the  event  of  the  complaint  mainly  depends,  other 
circumstances  being  equal,  in  these  cases  of  erysipelatous  fever,  upon  the 
importance  of  the  part  in  the  animal  economy  on  which  the  local  affec- 
tion may  f)ccur.  During  these  epidemic  periods,  the  local  manifestations 
are  probably  as  often  primarily  seated  on  an  internal  organ  as  an  external 
organ.  Hence,  under  these  circumstances  the  true  character  of  the  disease 
is  only  to  be  ascertained  by  the  severity  of  the  chill,  ensuing  lieat,  and  the 
kind  of  diseases  prevailing.  I  have  rarely  seen,  at  the  onset,  the  location  on 
the  brain  ;  it  has  occurred  frequently  on  the  respiiatory  organs,  and  on  the 
abdominal  viscera.  An  irritation  or  lesion  of  a  part  will  often  fix  the  location. 
Two  cases,  which  terminated  fatally,  had  their  location  in  the  head,  from 
a  wound  of  the  scalp  ;  one  on  the  intestines,  from  a  lesion  caused  by  in- 
guinal hernia.  The  process  of  parturition  peculiarly  adapts  the  uterus 
and  its  peritoneal  invelope    for  such    an  invasion.      Hence,   results    the 


Phreno-Mogneiism.  31 

gloomy  fact  at  these  limes,  that  women  in  this  confliiion  are  extremely 
liable  to  erysipelatous  puer[)eral  peritonitis,  which  is  generally  fatal. 
Even  the  irritation  of  tlie  foetus  in  uiero  has  sometimes  produced  ilie 
disease  previous  to  accouchment,  and  accelerated  this  event.  Durintr  the 
epidemic  of  1826,  I  had  cases  of  this  description,  and  my  friends,  Wm. 
Bass,  M.D.  and  Edward  Tudor,  M.D.,  had  several  that  they  regarded 
of  this  character.  iVnd  in  the  late  epidemic  of  184'2,  Dr.  Tudor  saw 
one  case  in  which  the  infant  at  biith  had  erysipelatous  inflammation. 
The  mother  and  child  both  recovered,  Jonathan  A.   Allen. 

Middkbury,  Vt.,  Jan.  31,  1844. 


PHRENO-MAGNETISM— NO.  IV. 

ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Consciousness  informs  us  of  the  existenceof  sensations,  thoughts,  desires 
and  volitions.  Our  personal  existence  is  an  inference,  the  first  one 
indeed  that  is  drawn  from  any  one  or  all  tlie  facts  of  consciousness,  but 
does  not  lie  immediately  under  consciousness  itself  1  think,  therefore 
I  am,  said  Descartes — a  proposition  which,  though  often  ridiculed,  still 
holds  good  among  metaphysicians.  That  there  are  real  existences  with- 
out, which  are  the  causes  of  our  sensations  and  the  objects  of  our  de- 
sires, is  another  inference,  made  subsequent  to  the  first,  and  like  it  not 
possessed  of  that  degree  of  certainty  that  attends  the  facts  of  consciousness. 
That  vve  may  err  in  making  the  first  of  these  inferences,  will  be  thought 
by  .some  to  be  rendered  possible  by  the  phenomena  of  double  conscious- 
ness. But  that  we  may  err  in  making  the  latter,  is  rendered  still  more 
probable  by  the  every-day  occurrence  of  perceptions,  desires  and  volitions 
in  dreams,  without  their  corresponding  objects.  "  For  whilst  I  know 
[says  Locke],  by  seeing  or  hearing,  &tc.,  that  there  is  some  corporeal 
being  without  me,  the  object  of  that  sensation  ;  I  do  more  certainly 
know,  that  there  is  some  spiritual  being  within  me  that  sees  and  hears." 
The  evidence,  therefore,  for  the  existence  of  an  agent,  an  entity,  or  be- 
ing, which  says  I,  in  man,  is  greater  to  his  mind  than  the  evidence  for 
any  other  existence,  and  must  always  take  precedence  of  that  which  is 
derived  from  observation. 

When,  therefore,  man,  in  his  own  voluntary  motions,  recognizes  but  the 
reactions  of  this  personal  agent  on  the  sensations  it  experiences,  whether 
immediate,  as  in  the  case  of  emotional  or  instinctive  impulses,  and  habits; 
or  more  or  less  remote,  as  when  the  judgment  interposes  and  modifies 
volitions  ;  he  is  irresistibly  led  to  attribute  similar  motions  and  acts  in 
other  beings,  to  the  same  principle.  And,  moreover,  since  he  recognizes 
a  vast  difference  in  the  nature  and  bearings  of  his  actions,  according  as 
he  yields  to  the  first  impulses  of  his  sensations,  or  awaits  the  suggestions 
of  reason  and  conscience,  before  he  acts,  he  is  disposed  to  refer  what- 
ever differences  he  may  observe  in  the  movements  of  otlier  animals  to 
the  operation  of  the  same  modifying  causes. 

Nor  will  he   be  inclined   to   stop   with   this  explanation   of  the    phe- 
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nomena  of  animal  life.  If  in  the  laws  which  regulate  the  phenomena 
of  vegetative  life  he  continues  to  recognize  coincidences  witli  the  attri- 
butes of  this  personal  agent,  these  coincidences  will  be  referred  to  an 
identity  of  substance  between  the  energy  that  reveals  itself  there  and 
the  above  agent,  unless  other  facts  discountenance  the  supposition. 

Such  is  the  instinctive  tendency  of  the  human  mind.  And  no  physi- 
ologist, who,  by  reasoning  grounded  on  facts  drawn  from  external  ob- 
servation alone,  refers  the  operations  of  life  to  properties  of  matter,  can 
expect  a  general  assent  to  his  doctrines,  witliout  first  either  proving  that 
this  vital  agent  is  non-existent,  or  without  diverting  attention  from  it  by 
throwing  a  mask  over  the  facts,  which  consciousness  interposes  between 
his  own  facts  and  the  conclusions  which   he  draws  from  them. 

The  doctrine  of  a  vital  principle,  to  explain  the  vegetative  functions 
of  a  nervous  power,  and  of  a  soul  superadded  to  it  to  account  for  the 
higher  animal  functions,  as  distinct  entities,  in  addition  to  the  chemical 
and  physical  properties  of  matter ;  as  well  as  the  doctrine  that  matter 
acquires  new  (iroperties  in  the  act  of  organization,  must  be  alike  regarded 
as  gratuitous  assumptions,  admitting  that  they  serve  to  generalize  the  phe- 
nomena. For  they  assume  that,  of  the  existence  of  which  there  is  no 
])roof.  But  such  is  not  the  case  with  the  doctiine  which  superadds  to 
the  common  properties  of  matter  nothing  but  that  energy  which  reveals 
itself  in  the  consciousness  of  man.  For  this  assumes  nothing  which  is 
not  known  to  exist.  Of  the  mode  of  that  existence  there  is  room  for 
speculation.  Whether  both  it  and  matter  are  modifications  of  the  same 
common  substance,  or  whether  they  exist  only  as  phenomena,  are  ques- 
tions which  philosophical  schools  may  discuss,  witliout  affecting  the  be- 
lief of  mankind,  either  in  their  own  existence  as  free  moral  agents,  or  in 
that  of  the  external  world. 

These  discussions,  however,  must  be  allowed  to  prove  that  compara- 
tively little  is  known  of  the  nature  of  the  mind,  of  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  united  with  the  body,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  that  association  is 
dissevered.  And  while  such  is  the  fact,  it  is  far  more  philosophical  to 
refer  a  phenomenon  to  some  undiscovered  mode  of  its  activity,  than  to 
imagine  a  property  of  matter  out  of  the  range  of  those  laws,  the  obser- 
vation of  the  phenomena  of  which,  gave  origin  to  the  name  and  idea  of 
matter  itself.  Ftjr  instance,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  conclude,  because  a 
polypus  when  divided  becomes  two  or  more  animals,  that  the  power  of 
doing  so  is  a  property  of  that  substance  ;  or  because,  after  all  voluntary 
motion  has  ceased  in  an  animal,  mechanical  irritation  of  a  nerve  will  pro- 
duce contraction  of  a  muscle,  that  therefore  contractility  is  a  property 
inherent  in  muscle.  For  we  neither  know  how  one  becomes  many  in 
the  process  of  reproduction,  whether  by  offsets,  buds,  or  germs,  nor  can 
we  know  that  the  mind  is  dis-associated  fiom  the  body  in  all  its  depart- 
ments as  soon  as  the  circulation  ceases.  Such,  it  would  seem,  are  the 
obvious  conclusions  of  reason  from  facts  acknowledged  by  all  writers  on 
physiology. 

These  conclusions  are  also  favored  by  the  considerations  which  an  atten- 
tive examination  of  the  anatomy  of  the  human  body  suggests.    On  the  same 
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principle  by  which  we  infer  that  nothing  is  formed  in  vain,  we  must  suppose 
that  there  is  a  reason  why  every  tissue  is  formed  precisely  in  the  way  it  is 
formed,  and  in  no  other  way.  There  is  a  reason  why  nerve  is  formed 
in  that  pecuhar  way  wliich  distinguishes  it  from  all  other  tissues  ;  a  rea- 
son wliy  muscle  is  formed  like  muscle,  and  like  nothing  else  ;  a  reason 
why  bone  is  formed  like  itself,  and  so  on.  Now  this  reason  is  undoubt- 
edly to  give,  by  such  and  such  a  mode  of  formation,  a  property  which, 
constructed  differently,  it  would  not  possess.  In  the  case  of  bone,  we 
are  also  able  to  recognize,  as  the  reason  of  its  formation,  t!ie  production 
of  the  physical  quality  of  firmness  and  solidity,  and  it  is  natural  by 
analogy  to  extend  the  same  conclusion  to  the  rest,  viz.,  that  it  is  for  the 
production  of  some  physical  quality  which  otherwise  they  would  not 
possess,  that  the  chemical  and  mechanical  arrangement  of  every  tissue 
is  as  it  is.  And  in  the  instance  of  muscle,  though  we  cannot  perceive 
any  adaptation  to  the  power  of  contractility,  we  can  perceive  in  the 
flexibility  of  its  fibres,  united  with  strong  cohesion,  physical  qualities 
adapted  to  make  that  power  easy  of  ap])lication,  and  effective  in  result. 
So,  also,  in  nerve,  though  we  cannot  perceive  an  adaptation  to  the  pro- 
perty of  sensibility,  there  are  physical  (jualities,  in  the  slight  degree 
of  cohesion  among  its  particles,  depending  on  their  chemical  composition 
and  arrangement,  which,  we  may  well  conceive,  favor  the  reception 
and  propagation  of  material  impulses.  And  if  we  may  conceive  of  a 
vital  principle  as  forming  and  so  disposing  of  their  elements  for  a  specific 
purpose,  it  is  certainly  more  logical  to  suppose  that  it  does  it  in  order  to 
;ivail  itself  of  the  new  physical  properties  which  they  acquire,  when  so 
formed  and  disposed,  than  to  superadd  to  them  properties  out  of  the 
range  of  all  analogy  of  the  laws  of  matter  or  mind.  Moreover,  in  the 
combination  of  these  primary  physical  properties,  in  the  attachment  of 
muscle  to  bone,  of  nerve  to  muscle,  there  is  an  adaptation  to  produce  a 
physical  result,  on  the  application  of  a  power  which  by  no  means  grows 
out  of  that  combination,  but  which  consciousness  reveals  to  us  as  belong- 
ing to  the  mind.  Again,  the  combination  of  tissues  into  organs,  as  well 
as  apparatuses,  is  manifestly  on  the  principle  of  assisting,  by  mechanical 
laws,  the  operations  of  tlie  mind.  What  other  effect  can  the  eye  be 
supposed  to  have,  than  that  of  modifying  and  concentrating  the  rays  of 
light,  according  to  the  laws  of  optics,  on  the  retina  ?  Or  what  does  the 
ear,  but  concentrate  vibrations,  according  to  the  laws  of  acoustics,  on  the 
auditory  nerve  ?  And  if,  in  both  cases,  mechanical  impulses  alone  strike 
the  nerves,  what  reason  is  there  to  suppose  that  the  nerves  have  any 
other  property  than  the  physical  one  of  being  affected  differently  by  the 
different  classes  of  impulses  ?  As  to  the  other  organs  of  sense,  if  they 
cannot  be  proved  to  be  mere  mechanical  arrangements,  it  is  because  their 
structure  is  not  sufficiently  mathematical  to  allow  of  comparison  with 
mechanical  laws.  The  same  remark  is  also  true  of  the  large  vital 
organs,  and  the  organs  of  circulation,  secretion,  &ic.  As  far  as  mechani- 
cal laws  can  be  applied  to  them,  their  structure  corresponds  with  the 
principle,  that  mechanical  effect  was  the  reason  of  their  being  constructed 
precisely  as  they  are  constructed.     From  the  valves  of  the  veins,  to  the 
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auricles  and  veHiricles  of  the  heart,  to  the  elasticity  of  tiie  arteries,  to  ihe 
large  surfaces  produced  by  the  convolutions  of  the  l)rain,  and  the  intes- 
tines, this  tnilh  is  everywhere  suggested.  The  gVeat  phrenological  prin- 
ciple, that  size  is  a  measure  of  power,  is  a  mechanical  principle  ;  and, 
so  far  as  it  is  true,  goes  to  confirm  the  supposition  that  the  brain  assists 
the  operation  of  the  mind  by  some  mechanical  effect  it  produces. 

To  those  who  may  consider  these  objections  to  the  doctrine  of  poper- 
ties  su-peradded  to  the  common  properties  of  matter,  as  of  little  weight, 
in  consequence  of  their  a  priori  character,  it  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
the  doctrine  in  question  is  also  the  result  of  a  priori  reasoning.  It  is  the 
consequence  of  a  disposition,  engendered  by  the  mind's  being  more  con- 
versant with  material  objects  than  with  the  phenomena  of  life,  to  extend 
the  conclusions  which  it  forms  in  the  former  department  of  nature,  over 
the  latter,  in  the  vain  hope  of  attaining  the  same  simplicity  and  certainty. 
This  is  the  whole  foundation  on  which  it  rests,  and  this  disposition  has 
been  especially  strengthened  by  the  progress  which  has  been  made  of 
laie  in  the  physical  and  chemical  sciences.  If,  however,  it  can  be  made 
evident  that  from  the  moment  life  commences,  a  series  of  facts  begin  to 
appear,  bearing  no  conceivable  relation  to  those  laws  which  we  ascribe 
to  maiter,  and  at  the  same  time  matter  is  employed  todevelope  mechani- 
cal and  chemical  powers,  we  have  not  the  least  reason  to  assign  to  it 
anything  more  than  its  wonted  office.  And  if  the  new  series  of  facts 
are  found  to  bear  a  relation  to  a  system  of  laws  revealed  to  us  from  an- 
other source,  but  which  point  to  a  real,  substantial  existence,  with  greater 
evidence  than  to  a  phenomenal  existence,  with  at  least  equal  evi- 
dence as  do  the  lavvs  of  matter  themselves;  nothing  short  of  an  abso- 
lute demonstration  of  the  impossibility  of  reducing  them  to  this  last  series 
of  laws,  will  justify  the  physiologist  in  imagining  the  existence  of  new 
and  unusual  properties  of  matter,  or  new  entities  other  than  those  which  are 
revealed  by  observation  and  consciousness. 

But  there  are  objections  of  a  direct  character  to  the  doctrine  of  pro- 
perties, which  must,  to  an  unprejudiced  mind,  appear  decisive  of  the 
question.  The  first  of  these  is  that  inconsistency  or  violation  ol  the 
analogy  of  nature,  wliich  it  necessitates,  of  assigning  to  the  same  ana- 
tomical structure  a  number  of  different  specific  proj)erties.  Hence  the 
nervous  system  has  as  many  distinct  offices  as  there  are  parts  of  the  body- 
to  which  it  is  distributed.  And  the  gross  exaggeration  which  phrenology 
makes  of  the  principle,  scarcely  seems  to  have  suggested  to  physiologists 
the  idea  of  calling  it  in  question.  Even  the  valuable  work  of  Copland 
abounds  with  references  to  the  ganglionic  system  of  nerves,  as  presiding 
over  more  functions  and   performing  more  offices  than  Hygeia  herself. 

A  second  objection  is  founded  on  the  fact,  that  effects  take  place  ia 
the  human  body  which  cannot  be  referred  to  these  properties,  numerous 
as  they  are — effects  which  in  some  instances  follow  the  developn->ent  of 
the  organism,  and  in  others  are  reactions  on  the  organism  produced  in 
an  inconceivable,  if  not  contradictory,  manner,  if  the  manifestations  of 
life  are  to  be  considered  as  the  results  of  properties  of  matter.  On  these, 
however,  it  is  not  my  [>urpose  to  dwell  at  present.      At  some  future  time. 
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1  shall  give  some  examiDJes,  from  a  late  work  on  Human  Physiology, 
which  has  attracted  some  attention  from  the  peculiar  ability  with  \^hicll 
the  author  supports  his  views, 

IVoTE. — It  is  contended,  that  allowing  all  phenomena  are  ultimately 
dependent  on  mind,  a  general  intelligence,  or  soul  of  the  world,  it  is  still 
proper  to  treat  of  vital  manifestations  as  properties  superadded  to  mailer, 
by  organization,  in  the  same  way  as  we  speak  of  physical  ones  which  in 
the  end  are  dependent  on  the  same  power.  Such  an  idea  is,  however, 
hardly  worth  a  moment's  consideration.  It  is  like  a  man's  saying  that 
because  a  polygon,  with  an  infinite  number  of  sides,  may  be  supposed 
equal  to  the  circle  which  it  circumscribes,  a  square  may  also  be  supposed 
equal  to  the  circle  which  it  contains.  The  difference  between  the  two 
cases  is  too  great  to  admit  of  ihe  application  of  the  same  mode  of 
reasoning.  His  properties  of  n)attfr  organized,  would  become,  like 
the  ancient  cycles,  mere  arbitrary  definitions,  framed  to  cover  the  phe- 
nomena, and  would  deviate  more  and  more,  as  we  ascend  the  scale 
of  being,  from  the  truth  as  it  exists  in  nature,  while  they  would  keep 
him  forever  revolving  in  a  circle,  his  definitions  describing  the  phe- 
nomena, and  the  phenomena  answering  to  the  descriptions.  If  in  the 
study  of  inorganic  nature  it  is  allowable  to  refer  phenomena  to  projjerties 
of  matter,  it  is  because  the  errors  thence  arising  are  so  small  as  scarcely 
to  affect  the  result. 


SUCCESSFUL   OPERATION    FOR   STRANGULATED   FEMORAL   HERNIA, 
WITH    TWO    SACS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Surgeons  of  great  celebrity  and  experience  in  their  profession,  of 
every  age  and  countrv,  tell  us  that  hernia  is  necessarily  a  dangerous 
malady,  since  at  any  time,  aiid  under  every  condition,  violent  exercise  of 
body,  the  act  of  coughing,  sneezing,  &;c.,  may  brini;;  it  from  a  perfectly 
innocent  state  into  a  situation  which  frequently  proves  fatal.  It  affects 
indiscriminately  jjersons  of  both  sexes,  of  all  ages,  conditions  and  occu- 
pations. The  ordinary  harmless  nature  of  hernial  protrusions  increases 
the  patient's  risk,  by  averting  suspicion,  and  leading  him  from  day  to 
day  to  neglect  the  means  of  relief  and  security.  Although  a  visible  ex- 
ternal tumor  exists,  in  most  instances,  it  is  not  a  universal  symptom. 
When  we  consider  this  state  of  things,  peculiar  to  our  nature,  and  the 
numerous  situations  of  the  body  in  which  rupture  may  take  place,  the 
disorders  with  which  they  may  be  confounded,  the  different  states  in 
which  their  contents  exist,  and  the  minute  anatomical  and  pathological 
knowledge  necessary  for  understanding  thoroughly  these  several  condi- 
tions, and  for  performing  the  operations  required  under  various  circum- 
stances, a  peculiar  importance  attaches  to  the  subject,  and  it  requires  to 
be  studied  with  anxious  interest  by  every  practitioner  of  medicine  and 
surgery  who  has  at  heart  the  life  and  welfare  of  his  patient. 

The  following  case  of  strangulated  femoral  hernia,  which  recently 


36         Successful  Operation  for  Strangulated  Femoral  Hernia. 

came  under  rny  notice,  verifies  fully  the  above  truths,  and  is  not  without 
interest.  Mrs.  L.,  aged  62  years,  quite  (leshy,  but  of  strong,  robust 
constitution,  had  been  for  the  last  three  years  subject  to  femoral  hernia  of 
left  side,  but  was  able  to  go  without  any  external  support.  On  Monday, 
the  7tli  Jan.,  1844,  after  violent  exercise  from  cous^hing.  she  found  that 
the  slight  swelling  formed  by  the  hernia  had  much  increased  in  size,  and 
resisted  her  repeated  attempts,  in  the  horizontal  position,  to  reduce  it. 
Being  ignorant  of  the  danger  which  threatened  her,  she  remained  in 
this  situation,  with  complete  constipation  of  the  bowels,  twenty-four 
hours.  Tuesday,  the  8th,  she  felt  severe  pain  in  the  tumor  and  in  the 
abdomen,  which  was  soon  followed  by  sickness  and  vomiting.  In  this 
situation  Dr.  J.  VV.  Warren  was  called  in,  who  for  some  time  tried  the 
taxis,  but  ineffectually  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  all  the  usual  remedies 
in  such  cases,  cathartics,  enemas,  Sec,  were  prescribed,  but  with  little  or 
no  relief  to  the  patient.  She  continued  in  this  situation,  with  gradual 
increase  of  nausea  and  vomiting,  until  Thursday,  12  o'clock,  Jan.  10th, 
when  1  was  called,  and  requested  by  Dr.  VV.  to  take  charge  of  the  case. 
1  found,  on  examination,  a  tumor,  situated  deep  in  the  left  groin,  extend- 
ing a  little  outwards  and  upwards  over  Poupart's  ligament,  towards  the 
ilium,  with  the  long  axis  parallel  to  the  crural  arch.  It  felt  hard,  but 
elastic,  and  quite  tender  on  pressure  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  pa- 
tient was  bled  freely,  to  prevent  inflammation  and  gangrene  of  the 
strangulated  parts.  After  reducing  the  arterial  excitement  by  the  usual 
remedies  resorted  to  in  similar  cases,  in  conjunction  with  the  tobacco 
enema,  and  thereby  bringing  the  whole  system  under  its  influence,  by 
producing  faintness,  relaxation  of  muscles,  &.c.,  the  taxis  was  again  tried, 
in  hopes  of  effecting  the  reduction  of  the  hernial  protrusion.  The  swell- 
ing became  apparently  lessened,  but  did  not  entirely  disappear.  The 
general  necessary  precautions,  concerning  the  position  of  the  patient, 
rotating  the  thigh  inwards,  bending  it,  and  carrying  it  across  the  opposite 
limb,  so  as  to  relax  completely  the  abdominal  muscles,  fascia  lata  of  the 
thigh,  &c.,  were  carefully  observed.  On  the  iollowing  morning,  Friday, 
the  11th,  I  found,  upon  examination  of  the  parts,  that  the  swelling  in  the 
groin  had  resumed  its  former  magnitude  and  tension  ;  that  it  was  very 
tender  to  the  touch,  as  also  was  the  abdomen  ;  that  paiient  had  hiccough, 
nausea,  stercoraceous  vomiting,  complete  constipation  of  bowels,  which 
latter  difliculty  had  existed  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack  ;  cold 
sweat,  and  general  sinking  of  all  the  vital  powers.  It  was  now  too  late 
to  lose  time  in  further  attempts  at  relief,  before  giving  her  the  advantage 
of  an  operation.  She  was  placed  upon  a  table,  and  the  operation  per- 
formed thus — assisted  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Warren. 

The  first  incision  was  commenced  an  inch  and  a  half  above  the  crural 
ring,  towards  the  umbilicus,  and  extended  obliquely  downwards  and  out- 
wards to  the  inner  and  lower  [)art  of  the  sw  elling,  as  recommended  by 
Lawrence,  in  order  to  reach  more  directly  tiie  strictured  or  strangulated 
parts,  and  thus  gain  more  room  for  executing  that  part  of  the  operation, 
which  in  most  cases  is  rendered  peculiarly  difficult  (in  fleshy  persons) 
from  the  great  depth  at  which  the  stricture   is  situated.     A  second  inci- 
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sion  was  then  made,  of  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  extent,  at  right 
angles  with  the  first  incision,  and  joining  it  at  the  lower  part.  The  an- 
gular flaps  thus  formed  were  dissected  up,  and  reflected,  including  the 
fascia  superficialis.  The  covering,  formed  by  the  sheath  of  the  femoral 
vessels  and  fascia  propria,  was  distinctly  brought  into  view.  These 
were  then  pinched  up  with  the  forceps  and  carefully  opened,  by  a  trans- 
verse cut,  so  as  to  admit  the  director.  The  incision  was  extended  with 
the  probe-pointed  bistoury,  thus  freely  laying  bare  the  hernial  sac  (after 
dissecting  through  a  thin  layer  of  adipose  substance),  which  was  also 
raised  between  the  thumb  and  forefinger,  and  divided  with  a  horizontal 
cut,  making  an  opening  sufficient  to  allow  the  [)assage  of  ihe  director, 
upon  which  the  sac  was  funher  divifled  upwards  and  downwards.  This 
part,  to  our  astonishment,  proved  to  be  a  sacculated  process,  or  protu- 
berance of  the  peritoneal  covering,  containing  from  three  to  four  ounces 
of  dark-colored  serum,  situated  upon  or  anterior  to  the  intestinal  protru- 
sion. This  sac,  or  process,  was  found,  on  close  examination,  to  have  no 
communication  with  the  true  hernial  sac  (which  was  situated  beneath)  or 
with  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  It  seemed  to  be  shut  up,  or 
closed  by  adhesions.  On  cutting  through  its  posterior  wall,  which  was 
now  deemed  necessary,  in  order  to  expose  ll)e  true  hernial  sac,  with  its 
strangulated  parts,  a  convolution  of  intestine  from  five  to  six  inches  in 
extent,  of  a  deep  reddish  or  brick  color,  presented  itself  to  view.  A 
small  quantity  of  dark  serum  was  discharged,  on  laying  open  this  latter 
sac,  but  not  so  much  as  from  the  first  sac. 

Passing  the  finger  gently  into  tlie  sac,  in  front  of  the  intestine,  I  felt 
resistance  at  the  anterior  edije  of  the  crural  arch,  or  Pou[)3rt's  ligament. 
The  knife  was  introduced  upon  the  finirer  (the  strangulated  bowel  care- 
fully pushed  to  one  side,  and  protected  from  injury),  the  thin  anterior 
edge  of  the  ligament  divided  directly  upwards,  together  with  the  neck  of 
the  hernial  sac.  But  on  making  slight  pressure,  in  order  to  return  into 
the  abdominal  cavity  tlie  strictured  intestine,  it  was  found  to  be  closeh'' 
bound  down  by  the  posterior  edge  of  the  crural  arch,  and  fascia  transver- 
salis,  which  being,  now  divided,  after  introducing  the  director  under  it, 
obliquely  upwards  towards  the  umbilicus,  the  stricture  at  the  mouth  of 
the  sac  was  removed,  and  the  bowel  examined,  and  carefully  returned. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  further  descent  of  the  bowel,  after  recovery  from 
the  operation,  and  thereby  to  effect  a  radical  cure,  1  removed  the  whole 
of  the  thickened  and  indurated  peritoneal  sac  or  sacs,  with  the  scalpel, 
down  to  the  first  stricture,  or  anterior  edge  of  Poupart's  ligament.  The 
wound  being  sponged  dry  and  the  bleeding  entirely  arrested,  the  edges 
were  brought  togetlier.  and  secured  i)y  sutures  and  adhesive  straps  ;  the 
patient  was  removed  to  bed,  and  an  enema  administered,  which  operated 
freely  in  a  short  time  ;  the  bowels  were  thus  relieved  of  their  accumula- 
tion and  consequent  distension.  The  vomiting,  which  had  been  kept 
up  during  four  days,  ceased  as  soon  as  the  stricture  was  renioved.  The 
patient  recovered  rapidly,  the  wound  mostly  healed  by  the  first  intention, 
and  she  is  now  (four  weeks  from  the  operation)  able  to  walk  about 
house,  without  any  apparent  necessity  for  artificial  sui)port  to  the  parts 
implicated. 
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The  existence  of  two  distinct  sacs,  in  a  strangulated  hernia,  as  in  the 
present  case,  is  seldom  met  with  ;  but  when  found,  they  usually  create 
consideiahle  cmbarrassnient  to  the  operator,  in  consequence  of  which  he 
■  may  be  li-d  to  suj/pose  that  he  has  laid  0[)en  the  true  sac,  and  exposed 
the  straiiguhiied  intestine,  while  it  is  still  covered,  as  in  the  present  case, 
by  a  thickened  peritoneal  partition.  M.  Chevalier  mentions,  in  hisjAledi- 
co-Chirurgical  Transactions,  Vol.  IV.,  two  cases  of  a  similar  kind,  in 
which  the  sac  containing  the  intestine  was  included  within  another  sac, 
into  which  it  had  descended,  so  as  completely  to  fill  the  aperture,  to 
which  it  firmly  adhered.  Dupuytren  also  met  with  a  similar  case.  See 
Brescliet,  Considerations,  ^c,  sur  la  Hcrnie  Femorale.  "  On  opening 
the  hernial  sac,  a  sp.oonful  of  fluid  escaped,  and  a  substance  resembling 
intestine  presented  itself.  This  was  soon  found  to  be  another  hernial 
sac,  contained  within  the  former  ;  it  was  opened  with  great  care,  when 
about  the  same  quantity  of  fluid  escaped,  and  a  portion  of  omentum  and 
intestine  weii-;   discoviMen."  G.  Heaton. 

Boston,  February,  1844. 


EPIDEMIC   t>CARLATlNA   IN    DUBLIN. 

[An  account  of  the  epidemic  of  scarlatina  which  jjrevailed  in  Dublin 
from  1834  to  1842  inclusive,  by  Dr.  Kennedy,  one  of  the  medical  offi- 
cers of  St.  Thomas's  Dispensary,  has  lately  been  published.  From  a 
notice  of  the  work  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  we  copy 
the  following.] 

It  appears  from  the  account  given  by  Dr.  Graves,  that  scarlatina  in 
Dublin  was  seldom  attended  with  danger  until  the  year  1831,  when  a 
remarkable  alteration  began  to  be  observed  in  its  character  ;  its  previous 
inflammatory  type  was  replaced  by  a  concealed  insidious  form  of  fever, 
attended  with  great  debility.  It  now,  too,  often  terminated  fatally,  and 
began  to  extend  much  more  rapidly  and  universally  than  before.  Neither 
the  state  of  the  weather,  nor  the  abode  of  the  patient,  seemed  to  have  any 
influence  in  modifying  its  character  or  diminishing  its  prevalence.  It  is 
to  a  description  of  this  epidemic  that  Dr.  Kennedy's  little  work  is  devoted, 
which,  in  spite  of  all  its  defects,  is  evidently  the  work  of  an  honest, 
diligent,  and  truthful  observer.  In  the  simply  malignant  form,  the  erup- 
tion usually  faded  much  after  death  ;  but  in  some  cases  in  which  it 
had  not  appeared  until  late  in  the  disease,  it  went  on  rapidly  increasing 
until  death,  "  and  continued  to  do  so  for  a  considerable  time  after,  till  at 
last  the  body  in  many  parts  become  black,  and  taken  as  a  whole  was  of 
a  very  dark  color.  In  these  cases  great  swelling  took  place  after  death, 
and  the  signs  of  decomposition  set  in  very  early." — (p.  .3.)  Vibices  and 
petechiae  were  present  in  many  instances,  and  a  lividity  of  the  extremities 
as  great  as  in  patients  who  have  died  of  cholera.  In  many  of  those  parts, 
too,  where  the  body  had  been  exposed  to  pressure,  the  integuments  were 
found  in  a  state  of  slough,  which,  however,  seldom  extended  for  any  great 
distance.     The  cerebral  substance  was  usually  injected,  and  the  ventricles 
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contained  fluid.  Sometimes,  too,  there  was  an  appearance  of  extravasa- 
tion of  blood  beneath  the  arachnoid,  such  as  is  occasionally  met  with  in 
typhus  fever.  Usually  the  appearances  found  in  the  brain  after  death, 
were  in  exact  prf)portion  to  the  severity  of  the  cerebral  symptoms  during 
ihe  lifetime  of  the  patient.  The  lungs  were  found  hii^hly  congested,  and 
often  broke  down  very  easily  ;  the  bronchi  were  loaded  with  frothy  serum, 
and  their  mucous  membrane  was  much  congested.  The  heart  was  load- 
ed with  black  blood,  petechiae  were  sometimes  present  on  its  surface,  and 
its  texture  was  occasionally  softened.  The  blood  was  usually  thin  and 
watery.  Congestion  in  patches,  of  the  different  abdominal  viscera,  was 
sll  that  was  found  even  in  cases  where  during  life  the  abdominal  symp- 
toms had  been  most  striking. 

The  second,  or  complicated  malignant  form  of  the  disease,  was  cha- 
racterized by  the  severity  of  the  affection  of  the  throat,  which  sometimes 
■came  on  when  the  fever  was  at  its  height,  but  quite  as  often  after  con- 
valescence had  begun.  It  generally  proceeded  very  rapidly,  and  usually 
affected  both  sides  of  the  neck,  rendering  the  integuments  extremely  hard, 
sometimes  reaching  down  to  the  pectoral  muscle,  and  attended  with  great 
swelling,  which  subsided  very  rapidly  after  death.  Serum  or  pus  was 
found  infiltrated  into  the  cellular  tissue;  sometimes  the  pus  was  collected 
into  one  large  abscess,  or  formed  a  number  of  little  ones.  In  all  these 
cases  there  was  a  great  tendency  to  sloughing  ;  and  when  that  took  place 
the  lymphatic  glands  sometimes  suppurated,  and  even  the  upper  part  of 
the  sterno-mastoid  muscle  became  disorganized.  In  three  instances  of 
this  kind  the  patients  bled  to  death,  owing  to  the  vessels  of  the  neck 
giving  way,  and  in  two  of  these  cases  the  juirular  vein  was  ascertained 
to  have  been  the  source  of  the  hemorrhage.  There  was  another  form  of 
swelling  about  the  neck,  caused  by  the  effusion  of  the  lymph  only,  which 
attained  a  large  size  very  rapidly,  was  attended  with  no  discoloration  of 
the  skin,  but  with  extreme  hardness  of  the  integuments,  and  showed  no 
disposition  to  suppurate.  It  does  not  appear  that  sloughing  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  throat  was  the  cause  of  death  in  any  instance,  but 
diphtheritis  seems  not  to  have  been  an  unusual  complication,  and  oedema 
of  the  glottis  proved  fatal  in  some  instances. 

"  Both  of  these  forms  of  disease  were  found  accompanied  by  ulcera- 
tions varying  in  extent  and  number — thus  there  was  very  constantly  one 
in  the  upper  part  of  either  tonsil  ;  its  edges  were  irregular,  and  its  depth 
usually  very  considerable.  I  also  found  ulcers  in  a  very  distinct  form, 
about  the  chordas  vocales  ;  here,  also,  they  were  deep,  but  of  a  more  cir- 
cular form,  and  about  the  size  of  a  grain  of  large  shot;  in  one  instance 
the  alffi  of  the  thyroid  cartilage  had  become  diseased." 

Among  the  sequelae  of  the  disease  Dr.  Kermedy  notices  some  fonns  of 
wry-neck,  which  he  believes  take  their  origin  from  the  affection  of  the 
throat  and  neck  we  have  just  described.  He  distinguishes  three  varieties 
of  it. 

Inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  internal  ear,  purulent  efibsion 
into  some  of  the  joints,  or  the  formation  of  abscesses  in  the  soft  parts  of 
the  extremities,  were  other  sequelae  of  the  disease.     Pneumonia,  loo,  was 
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by  no  means  unusual,  and  was  butseldom  associated  with  pleurisy;  which 
statement,  if  quite  correct,  constitutes  an  exception  to  what  is  usually 
the  case.  The  kidneys  were  generally  quite  healthy,  and  this  even  in 
cases  where  the  presence  of  albumen  in  the  urine  during  the  lifetime  of 
the  patient  might  have  led  to  the  expectation  that  they  would  be  found 
diseased.  Sometimes,  however,  the  kidneys  were  greatly  congested,  and 
thrice  they  presented  the  appearances  characteristic  of  Brighl's  disease. 

In  the  second  chapter  Dr.  Kennedy  describes  the  symptoms  of  the 
disease,  which  varied  so  much  in  different  cases  that  he  considered  it 
would  be  impossible  to  arrange  them  under  the  usual  heads  of  scarlatina 
simplex,  anginosa,  or  maligna.  He  states,  that  many  cases  wliich  began 
with  the  most  alarming  symptoms,  ran  a  very  mild  course  ;  while  in  other 
instances  the  opposite  of  this  was  observed.  In  default  of  any  attempt 
at  classification  by  Dr.  Kennedy,  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  borrow  from 
Dr.  Graves's  account  of  the  epidemic,  who  states  that  the  severer  cases 
assumed  one  of  three  forms.  In  those  cases  which  he  refers  to  the  first 
form,  besides  fever,  sore  throat  and  headache,  there  were  violent  cono-es- 
tion  of  the  brain  and  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  giving  rise  at  a 
very  early  period  to  convulsions  and  apoplectic  coma.  The  second  form 
was  marked,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  the  disease,  by  a 
severe  headache,  which  existed  from  its  very  commencement ;  by  pain  in 
the  back,  and  very  great  irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  This 
irritable  state  of  the  abdominal  viscera  depended  on  cerebral  congestion, 
and  resembled  that  form  which  accompanies  and  sometimes  masks  the 
progress  of  acute  hydrocephalus.  Dr.  Graves  found  this  variety  of  scar- 
latina extremely  dangerous  and  very  little  under  the  power  of  remedial 
agents.  Some  cases,  too,  put  on  the  third  form,  and  ran  a  very  insidious 
course.  The  patients  advanced  favorably,  with  comparatively  mild  symp- 
toms, till  the  eighth  or  nintli  day  ;  when  an  exacerbation  of  fever  occur- 
red, with  the  return  of  sore  throat,  which  speedily  rendered  deglutition 
difficult  or  almost  impossible.  Great  swelling  of  the  parotid  and  submax- 
illary glands  now  came  on,  and  often  surrounded  the  neck  as  with  a  collar  ;* 
while  a  diphtheritic  formation  occurred  in  the  mouth  and  extended  into 
the  pharynx.  Fever,  of  a  typhoid  character,  attended  the  local  symp- 
toms ;  and  death  took  place  after  being  preceded,  for  the  most  part,  by 
some  hours  of  distressing  restlessness. 

But  to  return  to  the  description  of  the  different  symptoms  by  Dr. 
Kennedy.  It  appears  that,  in  the  greater  number  of  cases,  the  attack 
of  the  disease  was  very  sudden  ;  sickness,  vomiting  and  dizziness  occur- 
ring quite  instantaneously  in  persons  apparently  in  perfect  health  ;  or 
occasionally  sore  throat  would  come  on  just  as  suddenly.  After  these 
symptoms,  which  were  generally  attended  with  more  or  less  marked 
pyrexia,  had  lasted  for  a  few  hours,  a  general  condition  of  collapse,  with 
great  depression  and  phenomena  like  those  of  the  cold  stage  of  severe 
remittents,  came  on,  and  lasted  for  from  two  to  five  hours,  when  re-action 
took  place,  and  all  the  more  prominent  symptoms  of  the  (ever  supervened. 
Among  these  symptoms  were  sore  throat,  which,  in  a  more  or  less  severe 
form,  was  never  wanting  ;  though   by  no   means  always  attended  with 
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pain.  Ill  some  cases,  indeed,  a  very  serious  degree  of  sore  throat  was 
found  to  exist  without  the  patient  having  made  any  complaint  about  it. 
In  addition,  too,  to  the  more  common  form  of  sore  throat,  a  variety  was 
sometimes  met  with  characterized  by  an  aphthous  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane  ;  or,  in  other  instances,  the  uvula  was  so  infiltrated  with  serum 
as  to  acquire  an  enormous  size.  In  those  cases  in  which  a  false  mem- 
brane existed  on  the  tonsils,  velum,  or  back  of  the  throat,  death  took 
place  more  speedily  than  under  other  circumstances.  Sloughy  ulcera- 
tions of  the  tonsils  were  of  very  frequent  occurrence,  and  were  often 
attended  with  hemorrhage  from  the  mouth,  though  never  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  prove  fatal.  Such  ulcers  often  continued  unhealed  for  many 
months  after  the  subsidence  of  the  other  symptoms  ;  a  circumstance  to 
which  Dr.  Kennedy  attributes  the  long  persistence,  in  many  instances, 
ol  the  contagious  properties  of  scarlatina. 

The  date  of  the  appearance  of  tlie  eruption  varied  very  much.  In  the 
great  majority  of  cases,  indeed,  it  showed  itself  within  the  first  twenty- 
four  hours ;  but  sometimes  an  interval  of  two  or  three  days  elapsed  be- 
tween the  occurrence  of  the  first  symptoms  and  the  appearance  of  the 
eruption.  It  remained  out  from  three  to  five  days,  and  assumed  a  much 
darker  color  before  its  disappearance  than  it  presented  at  its  outbreak. 
It  was  succeeded  by  desquamation  ;  between  the  extent  of  which,  how- 
ever, and  the  extent  and  intensity  of  the  eruption,  there  did  not  seem  to 
be  any  connection.  The  character  of  the  eruption  varied  greatly  ;  some- 
times it  was  intermixed  with  an  eruption  of  a  miliary  character  ;  but  the 
presence  of  that  did  not  betoken  anything  serious.  It  was  to  be  regarded 
as  an  occurrence  of  a  much  graver  import  when  a  second  crop  ol  eruption 
appeared  twenty-four  hours  after  the  first.  It  usually  showed  a  greater 
intensity  than  the  first  eruption,  but  receded  after  having  remained  out 
only  a  few  hours.  Tlie  eruption  varied  also  very  much  in  the  extent  of 
sm-face  that  it  affected,  and  sometimes  it  shifted  rapidly  from  place  to 
place,  an  irregidarity  always  of  evil  onien. 

Tlie  eye  was  affected  in  various  ways,  to  which  Dr.  Kennedy  attaches 
considerable  importance  in  a  semeiological  respect.  Ln  cases  where  there 
was  delirium,  more  or  less  injection  of  the  sclerotica  existed,  which  was: 
very  different  from  the  ordinary  suffusion  of  the  eye  met  with  in  typhus 
fever.  It  was  unattended  with  intolerance  of  light,  but  was  a  bad  sign 
which,  in  fatal  cases,  went  on  increasing  until  death.  In  most  of  tliese 
ca=^es  the  pupil  was  contracted  ;  but  another  condition  of  it  was  by  no 
means  unusual,  that  of  perpetual  oscillation  wholly  independent  ol  the 
quantity  of  light  falling  on  it,  "  tlie  iris,  as  it  were,  gave  the  impression 
that  it  was  in  a  state  of  nervous  tremor,  sharing  in  this  respect  with  the 
nervous  system  in  the  same  patient."     This  was  also  a  bad  sign. 

The  danger  of  the  case  was  usually  proportioned  to  the  rapidity  of 
the  pulse.  During  the  period  of  collapse,  the  pulse  was  usually  weak  and 
indistinct;  rising  in  the  course  of  eight  or  twelve  hours  to  1'20  or  130, 
and  gaining  in  fulness.  It  then  grew  gradually  weaker  till  about  the 
fourth   day,  when,  if  the  patients  did  well,  it   usually  increased  in   tone 
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and  vigor,  and    diminished    in   frequency.     EKlrenie  feebleness  of  pulse 
was  a  very  bad  sign,  and  an  attendant  on  the  worst  cases. 

We  pass  over  the  sixty  pages  occupied  with  the  detail  of  cases,  and 
come  to  Dr.  Kennedy's  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  the  affection.  He 
usually  began  with  the  administration  of  an  emetic,  but  on  account  of 
the  tendency  to  diarrhoea,  did  not  employ  either  antimony  or  ipecacuanha 
for  this  purpose,  but  mustard  mixed  with  water.  In  cases,  too,  when 
there  was  a  very  high  degree  of  fever  and  increased  restlessness,  i)e  was 
accustomed  to  repeat  the  vomit,  and  with  very  good  effect,  for  he  has 
seen  its  employment  followed  by  general  calming  of  the  system,  and  even 
by  sleep.  Cold  and  tepid  ablutions,  and  cold  afilision  to  the  head,  were 
frequently  practised,  the  former  moderating  the  heat  of  skin,  the  lalter 
checking  some  of  the  more  violent  forn)s  of  maniacal  excitement, 
which  were  by  no  means  of  rare  occurrence.  General  bleeding  was 
hardly  ever  admissible,  and  even  local  depletion  required  to  be  practised 
with  much  caution.  Stimulants  were  very  often  employed,  but  there 
was  nothing  peculiar  either  in  those  he  selected,  or  in  his  manner  of  ad- 
ministering them.  He  tried  opium,  though  not  very  extensively,  in  three 
classes  of  cases.  The  first  class  included  those  instances  in  which  ty- 
phoid symptoms  appeared  at  an  early  period  of  the  disease,  and  were 
associated  with  signs  of  great  depression  and  weakness.  Here,  a  full 
opiate  at  bed-time  was  often  extremely  useful,  particularly  in  those  cases 
in  which  delirium  continued  unabated  after  the  other  synqitoms  had  be- 
gun to  decline.  Cases  of  the  second  class  resembled  those  instances 
ol  typhus  fever  in  which  Dr.  Graves  has  been  accustomed  to  ad- 
minister tartar  emetic  and  opium.  They  were  distinguished  by  the 
prominence  of  the  head  symptoms,  by  their  early  occurrence,  and  their 
not  being  at  all  mitigated  by  the  full  appearance  of  the  eruption.  Opium 
was  very  useful  in  some  of  these  cases;  on  others,  apparently,  it  did  not 
exert  the  slightest  influence.  It  did  not  effect  more  than  a  very  tempo- 
rary good  in  cases  of  the  third  class  ;  those,  namely,  in  which  dianhoga 
came  on  in  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

Anasarca  is  the  only  one  of  the  different  sequclaB  of  the  affection  of 
which  Dr.  Kennedy  has  treated  at  all  at  length.  He  met  with  it  much 
more  frequently  during  the  latter  than  the  earlier  part  of  the  epidemic. 
It  usually  appeared  about  the  twelfth  day  of  the  disease,  though  occa- 
sionally it  showed  itself  sooner,  and  still  oftener  at  a  later  period.  In 
those  cases  where  it  occm-red,  the  pulse  continued  quick  after  the 
disappearance  of  the  eruption,  slight  fever  was  present,  and  desquama- 
tion did  not  take  place.  After  sonie  days,  the  child  would  begin  to  com- 
plain of  nausea,  with  vomiting  occurring  occasionally  for  two  or  three 
days,  and  headache  of  an  intermittent  character,  with  which  a  peculiar 
sluggishness  of  the  pupils  was  usually  associated.  This  state  of  the  pu- 
pils, too.  was  very  remarkable  in  some  cases  where  a  post-mortem  exami- 
nation failed  to  detect  any  morbid  condition  of  the  brain.  After  these 
symptoms  had  lasted  for  some  days,  the  dropsy  would  begin  to  make  its 
appeaiaiice,  sonnnimes  very  gradually,  the  extremities  or  face  being  puffy 
on  one  day,  and  of  their  natural  size  on  the  day  following  ;  at  other  times 
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the  anasarca  came  on  very  suddenly.  In  one  instance  it  proved  fatal  in 
three  days,  in  another  seven  weeks  elapsed  from  the  appearance  of  the 
dropsy  to  the  supervention  of  the  first  alarming  symptoms.  In  those 
cases  which  assumed  a  serious  character,  either  head  symptoms  came  on, 
or  tlie  chest  became  affected,  or  lastly,  the  patient  died  without  any  organ 
being  specially  involved.  The  premonitory  head  symptoms  were  much 
the  same  with  those  of  ordinary  hydrocephalus,  but  a  dilated  condition 
of  the  pupils  came  on  at  a  very  early  period,  and  coexisted  with  distinct 
vision.  The  breathing  was  irregular,  and  the  pulse  would  often  fall 
twenty  or  thirty  beats,  and  rise  again  to  its  former  frequency  of  about 
120  in  the  course  of  forty-eight  hours  ;  always,  however,  becoming  slow 
when  coma  or  convulsions  were  about  to  occur.  The  cases  in  which  death 
was  ushered  in  by  chest  symptoms  did  not  present  anything  very  striking. 
In  cases  of  the  third  class,  the  patients  sank  under  the  violence  of  the 
febrile  symptoms,  without  special  affection  of  any  organ  in  particular. 

The  treatment  he  adopted  was  strictly  antiphlogistic,  and  included  the 
free  use  of  purgatives,  and  general  or  local  depletion  whenever  any  cere- 
bral or  thoracic  complication  existed. 
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Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Physic* — In  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  profession  to  the  elegant  volume  recently  published  by 
Lpa  &  Blanchard — the  lectures  delivered  at  King's  College.  London,  by  Dr. 
Watson — we  do  not  suppose  any  one,  at  all  conversant  with  the  medical 
literature  of  the  day,  to  be  unacquainted  with  its  general  character.  Dr. 
Watson  delivered  these  now  celebrated  lectures  during  the  medical  session 
of  1836  and  '37.  He  says,  to  fulfil  a  rash  promise,  they  were  printed  in 
the  pages  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  They  have  been  revised  by  the  author, 
who  in  looting  after  errors  in  type,  has  carefully  looked  to  any  errors  in 
doctrine,  and  those  who  now  study  these  erudite  productions  will  have  them 
divested  of  any  objectionable  matter  that  might  have  formerly  crept  in 
througTi  inadvertence.  There  are  ninety  lectures,  fully  written,  embrac- 
irLg  the  whole  domain  of  human  maladies,  with  their  treatment,  besides  an 
appendix,  particularly  remarkable,  for  its  richness  in  important  practical 
information.  We  could  not  give  even  a  tolerable  synopsis  of  the  subjects 
discussed  in  this  great  undertaking,  without  materially  entrenching  upon 
the  limits  assigned  to  other  matter.  Some  of  the  lectures  are  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  the  consideration  of  principles,  while  others  regard  the  mode 
of  treating  diseases.  The  causes'of  disease  seem  to  be  a  favorite  topic, 
which  he  leaves  with  apparent  reluctance.  On  symptoms,  which  every 
practitioner  will  at  once  admit  is  all-important,  and  under  no  circumstances 

*  Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Pracrice  of  Phvsic,  delivered  at  King's  Colleje,  London,  by  Thomas 
WuKiiii,  M.P.,  40.  &c.     Lea(fe  Bl:iiichai'd.     Phiiadeliihia-.   1844.     8vo.  pp.  920. 


44  Medical  Intel  licence 


to" 


to  be  lighllv  examined,  Dr.  Watson  weighs  every  thing  in  a  very  exact 
balance  ;  and  yet  he  does  not  become  tedious.  Upon  the  subject  of  in- 
flammation, tlie  hobby  that  is  generally  jaded  in  the  service  of  medical 
writers,  although  examined  extensively,  he  does  not  assume  a  dictatorial 
air,  or  act  soporifically  on  the  student.  Open  this  huge,  well-finished 
volume  wherever  we  may,  the  eye  immediately  rests  on  ;?omething  that 
carries  its  value  on  its  front.  We  are  impressed  at  once  with  the  strength 
and  depth  of  the  lecturer's  views  :  he  gains  upon  our  admiration  in  propor- 
tion to  the  extent  of  our  acquaintance  with  his  profound  researches. 

Sometimes  these  wholesale  commentators  weary  us  with  the  incessant 
stream  of  facts  and  arguments  that  come  rolling  on  with  an  intellectual 
momentum  that  could  only  have  been  imparted  by  a  mind  of  great  power 
and  originalitv.  Dr.  Watson,  however,  though  he  strictly  belongs  to  the 
school  of  ponderous  authors,  never  tires  us  with  unnecessary  wordiness. 
Whoever  owns  this  book,  will  have  an  acknowledged  treasure — if  the  com- 
bined wisdom  of  the  highest  authorities  is  appreciated. 


Philadelphia  Medical  Schools — jDr.  Pancoasfs  Intro  duct  or  ij  Lecture. — 
Since  Philadelphia  has  become  the  great  medical  centre  of  the  Union,  it 
is  pleasant  to  look  on  calmly  and  watch  the  efforts  of  the  different  schools 
of  that  city.  It  has  been  the  good  fortune  of  each,  to  have  faculties  of 
great  intellectual  strength,  and  consequently  there  are  at  times  gigantic 
throes  for  supremacy.  One  circumstance,  however,  redounds  to  their  spe- 
cial honor,  viz.,  the  harmony  which  exists  between  them.  If  there  is 
ever  a  creaking  of  the  machinery,  the  sound  does  not  reach  us  in  New 
England.  It  is  fair  to  conclude,  that  the  whole  moves  on  with  regularity, 
and  without  any  internal  friction  that  endangers  the  peace  or  extended 
usefulness  of  either  school. 

Having  been  favored  with  the  introductory  lecture  of  Dr.  Joseph  Pan- 
coast,  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  on  opening  the  course  of  lectures 
on  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  we  were  led  to  the  fore- 
going observations.  This  discourse,  published  at  the  request  of  the  class, 
is  distinguished  for  plain  common  sense — and  we  consider  it  a  compliment 
to  say  thus  much  of  any  literary  undertaking.  It  is  also  eminently  dis- 
creet in  its  analyses  of  the  labors  of  the  old  and  some  of  the  modern 
anatomists  and  surgeons.  Dr.  Pancoast  evidently  understands  the  true 
value  of  an  exact  knowledge  of  anatomy,  without  which  no  man  can 
safely  practise  any  department  of  medicine  or  surgery.  His  arguments 
to  fix  this  on  the  mind  of  the  pupil  are  evidences  of  his  own  superior  dis- 
cipline and  critical  attainments. 

Wishing  the  College  all  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  wide-spread- 
ing influence  of  such  a  man  as  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  we  recommend 
the  careful  reading  of  this  discourse  to  all  who  are  ambitious  to  become 
both  eminent  and  useful  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery. 


Sydenham  Society. — A  very  strong  association  has  been  recently  or- 
ganized in  England,  with  the  above  title,  in  honor  of  the  illustrious 
physician  whose  name  it  bears.  It  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  certain  acknowledged  deficiencies  in  existing  means  for  diffusing 
medical  literature,  which  are  not  likely  to   be   supplied   by  the  efforts  of 
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individuals.  Re-prints  of  standard  works,  rare  and  expensive  ;  digests 
of  old  voluminous  authors  ;  translations  from  the  Greek  and  Latin,  and 
recent  forei<Tn  productions,  come  within  the  scheme  of  the  Society.  An 
unlimited  number  of  members  may  belong  to  it— whose  annual  sub- 
scription is  to  be  one  guinea.  The  anniversary  meeting  takes  place 
in  May,  annually.  Sir  Henry  Halford  is  the  president,  with  a  host  of 
kcal  secretaries,  sixty  in  number. 

By  referring  to  the  advertisement  of  Dr.  Lee,  on  the  last  page  of  the 
Journal,  every  essential  fact  in  regard  to  the  Society  may  be  ascertained. 
We  reo-ard  it  as  a  most  important  medico-literary  association,  and 
destined  to  effect  great  and  beneficial  results  to  the  onward  progress  of 
medical  science.  Dr.  Lee,  the  American  secretary,  will  attend  promptly 
to  the  duties  of  his  office,  though  he  receives,  we  are  informed,  no  pecu- 
niary compensation  for  his  services. 


One  Hundred  and  Ninety  Cases  of  Insanity. — From  the  author.  Dr. 
Samuel  Hare,  we  have  received  a  statistical  report  of  190  cases  of  in- 
sanity admitted  into  the  Retreat,  near  Leeds,  England,  during  the  years 
from  1S30  to  1840,  which   may  also  be   found  in  the  Provincial  Medical 

Journal. 

Space  can  hardly  be  afforded  for  anything  more,  at  present,  than  to  re- 
turn the  author  our  thanks  for  his  attentions.  Such  parts  of  the  report 
as  may  appear  most  striking,  will  be  re-published  in  the  form  of  extracts, 
•as  occasion  will  permit.  We  are  not  willing  to  admit,  however,  that  the 
insane,  even  in  England,  are  managed  any  better,  more  humanely,  or  suc- 
cessfully, than  in  the  United  Slates. 

New  Books. — Through  the  politeness  of  Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Co.,  Wash- 
ington street,  who  have  it  on  sale,  we  have  received  a  splendid  work  from 
Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  Philadelphia,  The  Anatomy  and  Surgical 
Treatment  of  Abdominal   Hernia,  with  numerous   plates,  by    Sir  Astley 

Cooper. 

From  Messrs.  Saxton  &  Peirce,  Washington  street,  Magendie's  Phy- 
siolocfv,  fifth  edition,  enlarged  and  illustrated  with  diagrams,  by  John  Re- 
vere, M.D.,  of  the  University  of  New  York.  Also,  from  the  same  source, 
both' being  from  the  press" of  Harper  &  Brothers,  New  York,  Paris's 
celebrated^ Pharmacologia,  anew  edition,  from  the  9th  London  edition,  by 
Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D.,  of  New  York.  We  shall  particularly  notice  these 
works  individually  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit. 


College  of  Physicia?is  and  Surgeons,  New  YorA".— There  has  been  a 
class  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  students  attending  the  medical  lec- 
tures the  present  season,  and  the  course  has  been  distinguished  for  being 
practically  useful  to  all  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  belong  to  the 
school.  Dr.  Beck  and  Dr.  Parker  are  men  of  the  highest  professional 
attainments,  whose  names  give  character  to  any  institution  with  which 
they  are  associated. 

Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.— Drs.  S.  and  G.  H.^  White 
have  had  a  private  asylum  under  their  charge  at  Hudson,  since  1S30,  into 
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which  594  patients  liave  been  received,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  have 
recovered.  It  is  staled  that  all  the  recent  cases  during  the  last  year  were 
restored.  Twenty-eight  patients  now  remain  under  treatment.  By  a 
law  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  it  i.s  required  that  in  certain  cases  lunatics 
shall  be  sent,  within  ten  days,  to  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  or  to  such 
public  or  private  asylum  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Supervisors  of  the 
County,  This  Asylum  was  accordingly  visited,  in  November  last,  by  the 
Supervisors,  who  report  that  it  is  in  all  respects  a  desirable  residence  for 
the  insane,  and  "as  well  worthy  the  patronage  and  confidence  of  the 
county  and  the  community  as  any  institution." 

Pulse  of  the  Insane. — On  the  subject  of  the  pulse  of  the  insane,  to 
which  allusion  was  made  in  a  recent  No.  of  the  Journal,  Dr.  Woodward, 
of  the  Worcester  Lunatic  Asylum,  writes  at  follows: 

"  In  the  month  of  January  my  attention  was  called  to  the  subject  of  the 
pulse  of  the  insane  I  examined,  by  the  watch,  the  pulse  of  216  insane 
persons,  mostly  chronic  cases,  some  of  extreme  imbecility  of  body  and 
mind,  a  few  recent  cases  only.  One  hundred  and  ten  of  these  cases  were 
males,  and  106  females.  The  average  of  the  pulse,  with  the  males,  was 
a  fraction  less  than  71 ;  and  that  of  ihe  females  was  near  72. 

"The  pulse  of  persons  afTected  with  recent  mania  is  usually  accelerat- 
ed, even  when  quiet ;  and  often  greatly  so,  when  they  have  been  exerting 
themselves  in  violent  efTorts  or  exercise  of  any  kind.  In  recent  melan- 
choly, where  there  is  much  mental  distress,  the  pulse  is  frequent,  though 
rarely  strong.  The  pulse  in  mania  is  deceptive,  and  often  leads  physi- 
cians to  deplete  freely,  when  depletion  does  harm  rather  than  good.  Old 
demented  patients  have  frequently  a  very  slow  pulse.  I  found  a  few  of 
the  216  with  pulse  under  50,  and  some  from  90  to  100.  As  a  test  of  in- 
sanitVi  the  state  of  the  pulse  cannot  be  relied  upon  ;  as  a  guide  to  the  ap- 
plication of  remedies,  it  should  be  carefully  examined  when  the  patient  is 
at  rest,  and  that  repeatedly,  before  its  indications  can  be  well  ascertained." 

Note  to  the  Editor — Anatomical  Mistake. — Dear  Sir. — In  perusing 
your  Journal  of  Feb.  1st,  which  came  to  hand  this  evening,  I  perceive 
that  I  am  indebted  to  A.  Gibson,  for  noticing  an  anatomical  blunder  in  my 
communication  of  Dec.  30,  1S43,  for  which  the  Dr.  will  recieve  my  warm- 
est thanks.  The  error  committed  by  using  one  term  for  that  of  another, 
is  truly,  in  this  instance,  a  laughable  one  ;  but  one,  I  trust,  that  will  be 
easily  imagined,  by  all  who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  anatomy 
of  the  parts  immediately  concerned  in  the  operation  for  inguinal  hernia 
in  the  different  sexes. 

I  can  hardly  conceive  it  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  the  "  2nd  item  " 
noticed  by  my  friend,  for  I  think  the  superficial  reader,  even,  would  per- 
ceive the  typographic  mistake,  and  not  understand  me  as  saying  that  I  re- 
moved the  whole  of  the  mesentery,  or  the  whole  of  the  omentum  ;  but  the 
■whole  of  that  part  of  the  omentum  which  I  found  filling  the  canal,  and 
which  was  confined  by  adhesion,  and  which  adhesion  I  resolved  should 
remain  unbroken. 

The  last  sentence  in  Dr.  Gibson's  communication  I  consider  ungentle- 
manly  and  uncourteous,  and  shall  not,  therefore,  further  notice  it. 

West  Amesbury,  Feb.  3d,  1844.  Yours  truly,     Benj.  Atkinson. 

[We  presume   that  Dr.   A.   means,    by    "  typographic  mistake,"  in  the 
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above  note,  a  variation  of  tlie  printed  matter  from  what  he  7?7ea7it  to  write, 
and  not  a  variation  from  what  he  actually  did  write,  for  in  the  latter  sense 
there  was  certainly  no  typographical  mistake  made. — Ed.] 


Popzdar  Physiology.— Mk.  Editor,— In  a  few  remarks  upon  Dr.  Lane  s 
Physiology  which  you  appended  to  your  own  in  the  Journal  of  the  Ist 
inst.,  I  had  no  design  of  instituting  a  comparison  of  its  merits  with  others, 
which  have  preceded  it.  Having  never  before  had  occasion  to  look  into 
a  work  of  this  description,  I  was  not  aware  that  any  other  had  been  pub- 
lished on  a  similar  plan,  that  the  field  was  so  ably  occupied,  that  a  work 
on  physiology  was  some  years  ago  very  c<irefully  and  judiciously  pre- 
pared by  Dr.  Hayward,  of  this  city,  which  has  been  adopted  as  a  text- 
book in  many  academies  in  our  own  neighborhood  and  elsewhere.  The 
fact  that  after  passing  through  several  editions,  it  has  been  stereotyped,  is 
sufficient,  independently  of  its  internal  evidence,  to  show  ttiat  it  is  adapted 
fully  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  young.  From  both  these  works,  so  nearly 
corresponding  in  their  general  features,  and  so  well  arranged,  great  good 
may  be  anticipated  to  the  community.  J-   H.  D. 

Boston,  Feb.  7th,  1844. ^ 

^To"cW^poNnENTs7— U^Dix's  paper  on  Hydrocyanic  acid  in  Ophthalmic 
Practice  and  Dr.  Stevens's  case  of  instrumental  delivery,  will  appear  next  week. 
—No.  2  of  "The  White  Sulphur  Springs,"  by  Dr.  Moorman,  will  have  insertion 

in  the  succeeding  No. 

M.aarEo.-In  Geneva,  N.  YTDTTHTv^pusen,  of  Tally  to  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet A.  Mann,  of  Syracuse ;  Charles  S.  Duncombe,  M.D.,  of  St.  Thomas,  Cana- 
da West,  to  Miss  Susan  A.  Barker,  of  Geneva.-W.  S.  Bright,  M.D.,  of  Nor- 
thumberland county,  Penn.,  to  Margaret  B.  Keller. -In  Northampton  county, 
N.  C,  Dr.  William  Reins  to  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Elridge.     

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  eiulins;  Feb.  10,  46.-Males,  20-Females,  26.     Stillborn  1. 

Of  consumption,  in-erysipelas.  2-U.n2  fever,  4-fever,  l-meas!es,  3-croup,  2-d.sease  of  the 
lungs,  rintlLnmation  of 'the  brain,  l-intUnlile,  2-dropsy,  1-old  age,  2-d,sease  "/ <h«  h^^rt  1- 
caNv  1— accidental,  1-scnrlet  fever,  2-cancer  in  the  l)reast,  1-liver  complaint,  1-child-beil,  1— 
sudden,  1-haemorrhage,  1-vvorm  fever,  1-dropsy  on  the  brain,  1-marasmus,  1-puerperal   peri- 

"under  5  years,  13— between  5  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  60  years,  21— over  60  years,  7. 

REGISTER    OF    THE    WEATHER, 
Kept  at  tlie  Stale  Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester,  Mass.  Lat.  42°  15'  49".  Elevation  A82ft 
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The  moni^h  of  J^anuary  has  been  cold,  but  fine  winter  weather-the  sleighing  has  been  excellent- 
There  ^as  been  quite  a  number  of  cold  days;  on  Tuesday,  the  9th,  the  thermome_ter  was  at  6  below 
at.inrise;  onthesix  last  davs  of  the  motlth,  the  thermometer  was  below  cypher  every  morn.ng, 
and  sunk  as  low  as  8  below  ;  on  Friday,  Saturday  ^nd  Sunday  it  stood  at  6  'el"w  at  s,.x  ^-^'^^J^ 
day,  Monday  and  Wednesday,  from  8  below  to  4  above  It  was  the  coldest  ^^ek  I  have  ever  re- 
corded. Range  of  the  Thermometer,  from  8  below  to  45  above  zero.  Barometer,  from  28.3a  to  29. /4. 
Atiiount  of  rain,  3.14  inches.    Snow,  13.5inchea. 
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Remarkable  Case  of  Calmhis.—M.  Segalas  lately  communicated  a  case 
to  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  which  tends  to  show  that  at  present  the  dif- 
ficulties of  liihotrity  are  not  so  much  mechanical  ones,  as  difficulties  re- 
sulting from  the  complications  of  the  calculous  disease. 

The  head  of  a  respectable  family  came  to  Paris,  four  years  ago,  to  seek 
advice  for  hematuria  and  some  other  affections  of  the  urinary  passages. 

M.  Kecamier,  who  was  first  consulted,  sounded,  to  see  if  there'^was  a 
stone  in  the  bladder;  but  instead  of  a  stone  he  found  a  fungus.  A  few 
days  afterwards,  M.  Segalas  made  the  same  examination  wTth  the  same 
result.  In  consequence  of  this,  medical  means  alone  were  employed,  and 
the  patient  went  home,  and  continued  to  live  there,  with  nearly  the  same 
symptoms.  After  some  time,  however,  the  hematuria,  which  had  hitherto 
appeared  as  much  when  the  patient  was  at  rest  as  under  other  circum- 
stances, began  to  come  on  more  especially  after  exercise,  just  as  if  some 
foreign  body  had  been  added  to  the  fungus.  The  calls  to  make  water  be- 
came more  and  more  frequent,  the  pain  more  and  more  acute,  so  that  the 
patient  resolved  to  return  to  Paris  to  seek  for  surgical  aid. 

M.  Segalas  ascertained,  by  sounding,  the  presence  of  a  stone  in  the 
bladder,  and  after  some  days'  preparation,  considering  the  good  constitu- 
tion of  the  patient,  and  his  extreme  repugnance  to  lithotomy,  he  performed 
a  first  seance  of  lithotrity,  in  the  presence  of  M.  Gouraad,  the  physician 
who  usually  attended  him.  It  was  very  easy,  very  short,  and  but  little 
pamful.  For  some  time,  matters  went  on  perfectly  well ;  but  on  the  sixth 
day,  when  straining  at  stool,  the  patient  was  attacked  with  apoplectic 
symptoms.  These  were  at  first  encountered  with  some  appearance  of 
success  by  MM.  Recamier  and  Gouraud,  but  they  afterwards  grew  worse, 
and  death  took  place  a  week  after  the  attack. 

Post-mortem  appearances. — The  bladder,  which  was  hypertrophied,  con- 
tained a  fungus  as  large  as  a  walnut,  and  a  heart-shaped  stone  nearly  as 
big  as  a  hen's  egg.  This  calculus  was  divided  into  two  large  pieces  and 
several  small  ones.  The  kidneys  were  inflamed,  particularly  the  left  one, 
and  there  was  granulated  pus  upon  their  surface.  There  was  an  extrava- 
sation of  blood  in  the  right  hemisphere  of  the  brain,  at  the  union  of  the 
posterior  third  with  the  two  anterior  thirds,  besides  an  hydatic  cyst  in  the 
corresponding  ventricle. 

Thus  it  was  possible  to  begin  the  operation  of  lithotrity  without  difficul- 
ty, in  spite  of  the  size  of  the  stone,  in  spite  of  the  prese'nce  of  a  fungus  ; 
but  even  putting  aside  the  apoplexy  which  carried  ofTthe  patient,  the  com- 
plications of  the  calculous  disease  were  of  themselves  beyond  the  reach  of 
art.  —  Gazette  Medicate. 
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HYDROCYANIC   ACID   IN   OPHTHALMIC   PRACTICE. 

By  John  H.  Dix,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  tlie  iJ.i-itou  Melical  ami  Surgical  .louriial.] 

Some  two  years  since,  the  use  of  hydrocyanic  acid  in  the  forai  of  vapor 
was  very  earnestly  i-ecomn)ended  in  many  ol  the  British  medical  and 
popular  journals,  as  eminentl}'  beneficial  in  various  diseases  of  the  eye, 
both  of  tlie  internal  and  external  textures.  Without  expecting  to  find  in 
hydrocyanic  acid  a  specific,  or  to  obtain  by  it  the  brilliant  success  wliich 
had  attended  its  application  abroad  in  nearly  all  the  organic  and  func- 
tional diseases  of  the  eye,  I  was  still  encouraged  to  hope,  that  it  might 
be  a  very  effective  and  decided  agent  in  some,  and  accordingly  com- 
menced the  employment  of  it  in  those  to  which  it  seemed  most  ap- 
propriate. 

Although  the  result  lias  in  general  fallen  far  below  these  very 
moderate  expectations,  as  the  remedy  did  in  a  (ew  cases  apparently 
benefit,  a  brief  statement  of  the  issue  of  these  experiments  may 
be  serviceable  in  giving  to  hydrocyanic  acid  its  true  value  in  opli- 
thalmic  practice,  and  in  adding  another  to  the  many  illustrations  of  the 
disgraceful  facility  or  injudicious  haste  with  which  the  scientific  organs  of 
the  profession  burden  their  pages  with  extravagant  and  unproved  asser- 
tions. The  statement  shall  be  brief;  for  to  give  to  the  readers  of  a 
respectable  medical  journal  anytiiing  like  a  detailed  account  of  a 
series  of  cases  mostly  unsuccessful,  would  be  to  outrage  the  long-estab- 
lished proprieties  of  those  publications. 

For  several  months,  from  May  2d,  1842,  I  often  prescribed  the  vapor 
of  hydrocyanic  acid  for  cases  in  which  any  local  stimulant  was  indicated, 
and  have  continued  to  do  so,  though  less  frequently,  to  the  present  time. 
In  several  cases,  in  which  the  chance  of  benefit  from  any  treatment  was  so 
small  that  no  notes  were  taken  of  them,  it  was  directed  at  the  request 
of  the  patient.  As  nothing  has  been  heard  from  any  of  these  in  evi- 
dence that  their  hopes  were  realized,  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  they  were 
not.  It  was  used  in  some  cases,  the  favorable  result  of  which  seemed 
to  me  owing  probably  to  other  means  employed  in  common  with  it,  or 
to  a  spontaneous  effort  of  nature.  Of  some,  of  which  notes  were  taken, 
the  result  is  not  known  to  me. 
3 


50  Hydrocyanic  Acid  in  Ophthalmic  Practice, 

Setting  aside  these,  I  have  now  notes  of  thirty  cases  in  which  tho 
effect  of  the  vapor  of  hydrocyanic  acid  was  thoroughly  tested. 

Opacities  of  Cornea. — In  the  six  cases  of  interstitial  opacity,  com- 
monly called  leucoma,  or  albugo,  no  benefit  was  experienced,  except  tliat 
in  two  cases  a  partial  clearing  of  the  margin  of  the  opacities  took  place, 
where  probably  the  opacity  was  less  dense.  One  of  the  two  cases,  the 
one  in  which  the  improvement  was  most  decided,  was  of  only  three 
months'  duration,  and  had  not  before  been  subjected  to  any  local  stimu- 
lant. One  of  these  six  cases  was  subsequently  improved  in  some  degree 
by  alternate  application  of  strong  ointment  of  nitrate  of  silver  and  red 
precipitate  ;  and  another,  of  more  recent  date,  was  very  essentially  bene- 
fited by  an  increased  vigor  of  the  system  consequent  on  a  change  of  air 
and  greater  freedom  of  exercise  out  of  doors,  than  had  been  previously 
enjoyed. 

Deposite  of  Lymph  either  in  the  Pupil,  or  between  the  margin  of 
the  Iris  and  the  Lens,  sometimes  called  false  Cataract. — In  two  cases  of 
this  description  the  vapor  was  most  perseveringly  used,  but  without  the 
least  benefit.  In  one  of  them  a  very  sensible  absorption  of  the  lyniph 
and  enlargement  of  the  pupil  has  since  taken  place  in  one  eye,  under  the 
influence  of  alteratives  (principally  iodine)  aided  by  counter-irritants  and 
dilatants. 

Cataract. — In  four  cases  of  lenticular,  two  of  which  were  recent,  affect- 
ing one  eye  only,  and  in  one  of  capsulo-lenticular  cataract,  no  effect  was 
produced  in  arresting  the  disease,  although  in  one  case  the  patient,  after  ap- 
plying the  vapor,  always  experienced  great  relief  from  a  deep-seated  pain 
which  accompanies  the  disease,  and  she  continues  to  the  present  time  the 
use  of  it.  In  two  of  these  cases  a  trifling  temporary  improven)ent  of 
vision  often  followed  the  application,  probably  owing  to  a  dilatation  of  the 
pupil.  In  one  case  of  a  small  central  opacity  of  the  capsule,  of  at  least 
twelve  years'  standing,  and  probaldy  congenital,  no  elfect,  after  two 
months'  use,  was  perceptible  on  the  opacity.  In  this  case  no  dilatation 
of  the  pupil  resulted. 

In  one  case  of  traumatic  cataract,  and  in  another  upon  which  the  ope- 
ration of  division  had  been  performed,  the  vapor  was  applied  at  several 
different  j)eriods  for  from  four  to  six  days  at  a  time,  without  any  sensible 
hastening  of  the  process  of  absorption,  which  in  the  first  case  was  com- 
pleted in   four  months,  and  in  the  second  in  a  little  more  than  two. 

Amaurosis. — In  two  cases  of  complete  amaurosis,  both  of  which  had 
been  previously  subjected  (by  another  practitioner)  to  a  very  energetic 
and  a|)pr()priate  treatment,  the  vapor  was  of  no  avail.  In  one  of  these 
persons,  both  eyes  were  blind  ;  the  disease,  though  for  only  eight  months 
complete,  had  been  progressing  for  four  years,  the  pupils  somewhat  slug- 
gish, and  the  general  health  impaired.  0("  tiie  other,  the  right  eye  only 
was  diseased,  but  the  pu|)il  is  perfectly  immovable,  and  on  ex[)Osing  the 
eye  directly  to  the  fidi  beams  of  the  sun,  whicii  is  attended  with  no  dis- 
coniforture  to  tiie  patient,  the  fundus  of  the  eye  i)resents  a  straw-color- 
ed surface,  upon  which  branches  of  the  arleria  centralis  retinae  are  visible. 

Ten  cases  of  iiicii)ient  or  incomplete   amaurosis  were  subjected  to  the 
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vajior.  with  no  apprecial)le  eflect,  ext^ept  in  two  ra-^es.  In  ib -se  two 
cases  the  prominent  syniploin  ol  the  affection  was  nniscas  volitantps,  but 
before  proceeding  to  the  more  cirrunistantial  notice  of  these,  tlie  only 
cases  in  which  I  have  been  assured  of  any  beneficia]  effect,  ii  should  be 
mentioned  that  musca3  were  also  present  in  five  of  the  reinainin"-  ei<f!)t 
cases. 

Dec.  3,  1842. — Miss.  R.,  ict.  20,  of  Roxbury,  had  two  years  ago 
typhns  fever,  durino;  the  progress  of  which  the  prominent  symptom  was 
pain  in  the  forehead  and  eyes.  She  recovered  from  the  fever,  but  soon 
became  dyspeptic  and  occasionally  suffered  from  headache  and  suppres- 
sion of  the  catamenia.  About  three  months  after  the  access  of  the  dys- 
pepsia, she  observed  often,  floating  in  the  air,  dark  or  semi-transparent 
motes,  principally  in  ihe  form  of  rings,  but  sonie  of  an  irregular  spiral 
form.  These  muscse  are  variable  in  distinctness  and  number,  but  always 
increased  by  excitement  or  fatigue,  bodily  or  mental.  She  can  read  and 
sew  with  perfect  ease  for  a  half  or  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  with- 
out perceiving  the  muscle,  but  is  always  annoyed  by  them  when  exercis- 
ing out  of  doors.      Iris  hazel,  pupil  active. 

Miss  R.'s  health  has  recently  much  improved,  but,  as  she  thinks,  with- 
out any  amendment  of  her  eyes,  although  two  months  a^o,  after  taking 
for  three  weeks  a  chalybeate  preparation,  the  muscag  were  less  frequent 
and  troublesome.  Cold  shower  bath  and  friction  with  flesh  brush  daily. 
Vapor  of  hydrocyanic  acid  twice  daily. 

Dec.  8th. — MusccB  considerably  abated,  as  Miss  R.  believes  throuo-h 
the  agency  of  the  vapor,  in)mediately  after  using  which,  she  now  rarely 
sees  tliem,  and  when  they  do  appear  they  are  smaller  and  not  so  well 
defined. 

The  vapor  was  continued  for  five  weeks,  during  which  her  health  be- 
came confirmed.  The  muscffi  were  still  visible  after  any  considerable 
muscular  effort,  but  on  the  whole  much  less  offensive.  Soon  after- 
wards Miss.  R.  removed  westward,  and  I  know  nothing  further  of  the 
case. 

April  11th,  1843. — Miss  D,,  set  29,  of  Boston,  about  ten  days  ago,  hav- 
ing felt  during  the  day  somewhat  indisposed,  just  after  eating  her  supper 
fainted.  A  headache  succeeded,  not  severe,  and  affecting  equally  all 
parts  of  the  bead.  This  headache  lasted  two  days,  and  on  ihe  third,  that 
is,  a  week  ago,  she  found  the  vision  of  the  right  eye  obscm-ed  as  bv  a 
cloud  drawn  over  it,  and  numerous  dark  musca?  volitantes,  fixed  and  of 
various  forms,  which  she  cannot  describe.  Sl)e  can  see  with  this  eve  to 
read  for  a  short  time,  but  in  sewing  coarse  white  cloth  the  texture  be- 
comes gradually  intersected  with  black  threads.  She  has  occasionally, 
about  once  or  twice  in  a  day,  seen  a  bright  luminous  spot,  about  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  in  diameter  and  twinkling  like  a  star.  Iris  gray,  piqjijs  active. 
Her  health  is  not  very  good.  She  is  troubled  with  constipation,  and  has 
for  some  four  or  five  years  been  affected  with  an  erethetic  nervous 
deafness  of  both  ears.  R.  Pil.  cocbas,  grs.  xij  ;  hyd,  submur.,  grs.  vj.  ; 
antim.  tart.,  grs.  ij.  M.  et  fit.  pilul.  no^.  iij.  to-night.  Plain  vegetable 
and  farinaceous  diet. 
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April  14ih. — Head  feels  relieved,  but  vision  as  before.  Hydrocyanic 
acid  vapor  for  five  minutes  daily. 

I7lh. — Miss  D.  lias  used  the  vapor  for  the  last  three  days,  twice  a 
day,  as  she  thinks  with  decided  advantage.  Although  objects  are  still 
indistinct  to  this  eye,  the  muscat  volitantes  have  nearly  disappeared,  only 
one  or  two  being  visible  after  applying  the  right  eye  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  to  a  while  surface. 

In  the  course  of  ten  days  she  had  wholly  recovered. 

In  these  two  cases  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the  beneficial 
influences  of  this  vapor,  but  in  similar  cases  we  often  meet  with  equally 
strong  evidences  of  the  usefulness  of  the  vapors  of  ammonia,  acetous  and 
sulphuric  ether,  &,c. 

Hemeralojjia,  or  Night  Blindness. — In  two  cases,  both  of  which  ulti- 
mately recovered,  the  vapor  was  used  with  no  effect. 

To  conclude,  the  vapor  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  though  a  convenient  and 
in  some  cases  eflective  agent,  does  not  possess  any  specific  virtues  distin- 
o-uishing  It  from  other  remedies  of  the  same  class. 

It  has  been  stated  to  be  at  once  sedative  and  stimulant,  and  therefore 
appropriate  to  some  inflammatory  cases,  in  which  other  stimulants  are  not 
admissible.  It  is  not  so.  Vascularity  of  the  conjunctiva  or  other  tex- 
tures is  as  certainly  enhanced  by  this,  as  by  any  other  equally  stimulant 
vapor;  and  for  opacities  of  the  cornea,  either  with  or  without  vascularity, 
the  hydrocyanic  acid  may  be  used  as  effectively  and  more  conveniently 
in  the  form  of  a  collyrium,  the  strength  of  which  may  vary  from  ten  to 
thirty  drops  of  the  acid  to  aquas  dlst.  §  j.  In  my  own  practice,  I  now 
direct  the  vapor  only  in  amaurosis,  or  other  neurotic  cases.  The  only- 
ground  upon  which  the  recent  exaggerated  estimate  of  its  virtues  can 
have  rested,  is  its  feeble  power  of  dilating  the  pupil,  an  effect  which  is 
by  no  means  uniformly  produced,  and  not  to  be  relied  on  for  any  practi- 
cal purposes. 

A  wide-mouthed  vial,  made  to  fit  the  orbit,  will  be  found  convenient 
in  applying  it.  It  may  be  applied  from  one  to  three  times  daily,  and  for 
one,  two  or  three  minutes  at  a  time,  or  until  a  slight  feeling  of  warmth  is 
experienced.  If  it  is  to  be  long  continued,  the  lids  should  be  smeared, 
whenever  it  is  used,  with  cream  or  ung.  aquae  rosae,  to  prevent  a  swollen 
oedematous  condition  of  the  edges,  which  is  often  produced  by  it. 

Boston,  December  21  th,  1843. 


INSTRUMENTAL  DELIVERY— SINGULAR  DEFORMITY  OF   THE   FGETUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

The  following  case  has  been  thought,  by  many  to  whom  it  has  been  re- 
lated, worthy  to  be  reported,  and  if  you  deem  it  so,  it  is  at  your  service. 

Mrs.  H.  was  taken  with  labor  pains,  about  noon,  on  Saturday,  March 
26.  A  midwife  called  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  Finding  an  unusual  presenta- 
tion, she  waited  three  hours  "  to  see  if  nature  would  not  work  a  ciiange," 
as  she  expressed  and  excused  herself.     At  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Dr.  S.  B. 
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Thayer  was  called.  As  nearly  as  could  be  ascei-tained  tlirou;^Ii  the 
membranes,  he  judged  tliat  the  breast  presented  ;  waiting  until  these 
should  be  ruptured,  tlie  labor  so  far  proceeding  pleasantly,  at  midnight 
he  found  that  the  neck  presented  anteriorly.  Witliout  much  diflicully  and 
force,  during  the  absence  of  pain,  ihe  head  could  be  brought  down  in  tlie 
third  position  of  Dewees,  but  could  not  be  retained  during  the  expulsive 
efforts  of  the  uterus.  Three  hours  were  consumed  in  fruitless  eftbrt  to 
retain  the  head  in  the  proper  position  to  pass  the  superior  strait.  At  4 
o'clock,  of  Sabbath  morning,  1  was  called  as  counsel.  After  hearing  the 
history  of  the  case,  I  advised  that  examination  be  made  to  ascertain  if 
the  artery  of  the  funis  was  still  beating,  and  if  it  was,  to  attempt  the  de- 
livery by  turning.  Dr.  T.,  on  reaching  the  cord,  found  all  pulsation  had 
ceased,  and  the  uterus  too  much  contracted  to  turn,  if  the  cliild  was  still 
living.  We  now  deemed  the  use  of  the  perforator  warranted.  Friends 
were  willing.  Patient  in  good  strength  and  courage.  Some  degree  ol 
rigidity  of  the  soft  parts,  and  preternatural  heat,  being  present,  we  bled 
one  pound,  and  gave  the  patient  an  hour  to  rest.  At  8  o'clock,  with 
extreme  difficulty,  we  brought  the  head  down  in  the  third  position,  and 
on  careful  examination  found  it  to  he  of  large  size.  The  sutures  solid, 
and  the  fontanelles  entirely  closed.  By  means  of  the  crotchet  we  could 
retain  the  head  in  the  position  to  which  it  was  brought  down.  Inserting 
the  knife  between  the  parietal  bones,  at  the  posterior  fonlanelle,  the  sagit- 
tal suture  was  followed  down  to  the  coronal,  and  the  latter  to  the  right 
and  left  temporal  bones.  A  large  portion  of  the  right  parietal  was  de- 
tached and  taken  away.  The  head  still  offering  too  large  a  bulk  to  pass 
the  superior  strait,  it  was  em[)tied  of  the  brain,  and  suffered  to  assume  its 
former  position  within  the  pelvis.  The  crotchet  was  then  hooked  in  the 
position  of  the  anterior  fontanelle,  and  by  a  little  manipulation  the  head 
was  brought  down  in  the  first  position  ;  but,  though  we  assisted  the  ex- 
pulsive efforts  of  the  uterus  wiili  as  much  force  as  we  deemed  prudent 
for  the  safety  of  our  patient,  we  could  not  succeed  in  effecting  delivery, 
owing  to  swelling  of  the  soft  parts  ;  indeed,  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that 
three  fingers  could  be  inserted  into  the  vagina.  This  tumefaction  was 
unavoidable  from  the  use  of  the  instruments  and  her  long  sufferings.  At 
this  time,  1  o'clock,  P.M.,  patient  began  to  despair,  and  friends  were 
alarmed  for  her  safety.  Immediately  we  administered  anodynes,  and 
bled  to  deliquium  animi  (32  oz.)  and  smeared  the  vulva  and  vagina  with 
ungt.  belladonna.  Examined  again  ut  2  o'clock,  and  found  labor  pro- 
gressing; at  half  past  2,  child  born;  at  3,  placenta  followed;  and  at 
4  o'clock,  woman  put  to  bed. 

We  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  child.  Found  that  the  head  had 
been  one  entire  bony  sphere,  of  very  large  size  (not  having  any  means 
present  we  did  not  measure),  too  large  to  pass  any  pelvis  we  had  ever 
seen.  The  face,  owing  to  contraction  of  the  posterior  muscles  of  the 
neck,  looked  directly  backwards  ;  the  occiput  lying  between  the  scapulae, 
and  forcing  the  spine  forwards.  So  rigid  were  these  posterior  muscles,  that 
on  forcing  the  head  forwards,  so  that  the  chin  should  touch  the  breast,  a 
considerable  de-rree  of  force  was  necessarv — and  on  this  being  sudden iv 
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removed,  die  head  would  fly  back  and  resume  its  former  position.  Both 
libi;i  \^ere  much  curved,  and  the  feet  and  toes  drawn  close  up  against 
ihenK  Otherwise  the  child  was  well  formed  and  favored.  Weight,  sans 
blood  and  brain,  81  pounds. 

i  may  remark,  that  during  the  eighth  month  !  had  attended  upon  her 
for  a  congestive  inflamuialion  of  the  lungs  ;  and  tlie  niontli  previous  for 
aphonia,  arising  from  irritation  of  the  1st,  '2d  and  3d  cervical  nerves. 

^ueri/. — Was  this  a  case  of  opisthotonos?  or  permanent  contraction 
of  tlie  muscles  affected?  The  venerable  Dr.  E.  A.  Atlee  thinks  the 
laiici-.  Could  the  irritation  of  the  cervical  nerves  of  the  mother  have  af- 
fected the  foetus?  I  will  add,  in  conclusion,  that  tlie  patient  complained 
for  a  few  days  of  lameness  of  the  pelvis  on  changing  her  position,  but 
iiad  as  good  a  "  getting  up  "  as  from  any  of  her  nine  previous  lal)ors. 

Yours  truly, 

Climax  Prairie,  Mich.,  Jan.  2ith,  1814.  R.  P.  Stevens. 
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Justice  Shallow. — It  is  well  said,  iu  faith,  sir;  and  it  is  well  said,  indeed,  too.  Better 
accommodated  ! — it  is  good ;  yea,  indeed,  it  is  :  eood  phrases  are  surely,  and  ever  were, 
very  commendable.     Accommodated! — it  comes  from  accommodo:  very  good  ;  a  good  phrase. 

Bardolph. — Pardon  me,  Sir;  I  have  heard  the  word.  Phrase  call  you  it  ?  By  this  good 
dav.  f  know  not  the  phrase;  but  I  will  maintain  the  word  with  my  sword,  to  be  a  soldier-like 
word,  and  a  word  of  exceeding  good  command.  Accommodated  ;  that  is,  when  a  man  is,  as 
they  sav,  accommodated  :  or,  when  a  man  is — being — whereby — he  may  be  thought  to  he  ac- 
coriimodated;  which  is  an  excellent  thing.— Ain^-  Henry  IV.,  Pent  2,  Ad  III.,  Scene  II. 

Such  was  the  reasoning,  and  such  the  philosophy,  of  two  ancient  sages, 
or  rather  one  a  sage  and  the  other  a  soldier,  upon  a  certain  discovery 
which  the  latter  had  made,  touching  a  subject — not  exactly  medical, 
but  somewhat  practical  in  its  nature,  and  which  had,  no  doubt,  puzzled 
the  brain  of  many  a  casuist. 

Mr.  Editor,  in  reviewing  the  pages  of  the  Journal  of  the  past  year, 
we  are  particularly  struck  with  the  philosophical  disquisitions  of  some  of 
your  learned  contributors,  which  stand  out  in  bold  relief  by  their  origin- 
ality ;  and  remind  us  of  the  cogitations  of  the  distinguished  worthies  of 
antiquity  above  quoted.  And,  first,  let  us  take  a  glance  at  one  on  the 
philosophy  of  animal  heat. 

Proposition. — "  It  is  upon  this  law  that  the  philosophy  of  animal 
heat  is  founded,  viz.,  the  different  capacities  of  matter  for  heat,  and  the 
constant  consolidation  of  fluids  to  solids  during  nutrition." 

Proof. — "  I  recollect  of  reading  an  anecdote  in  your  Journal  (the 
No.  I  do  not  recollect)  of  a  young  lad  who  was  kept  upon  a  diminished 
quantity  of  food  for  some  weeks  ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  a  con- 
tinued sense  of  cold.  And  this  is  why  the  aged  person  never  wishes  to 
leave  his  fire-side,  especially  to  be  exposed  to  the  chill  of  winter.  He 
lias  passed  his  active  days,  his  habits  are  sedentary,  the  waste  is  small^ 
and  consequently  a  diminished  nutrition."  Again,  "  this  position  is 
proved  by  the  process  of  inflammation.     Put  a  thermometer  in  the  lungs, 
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another  in  the  arteries  and  veins,  and  another  in  llie  inflamed  part  ;  the 
latter  will  rise  several  decrees  liigher  than  either  of  the  others." — Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  XXVIIL,  p.  518  et  scq. 

The  author  does  not  inform  lis  whether  he  has  actually  tried  this  latter 
experiment  himself,  or  taken  it  upon  "  trust."  It  is  presumed,  however, 
that  he  is  satisfied  of  the  fact.  Here,  then,  Mr.  Editor,  you  have  the 
crack  discovery  in  modern  philosophy  in  a  nut  shell.  The  great  prohlem 
of  animal  heat,  wliich  has  puzzled  the  brains  of  chemists  and  physiolo- 
gists, is  indeed  solved  !  Good  phrases  are  surely,  and  ever  were,  very 
connnendable.  It  seems,  that,  your  learned  correspondent,  not  being 
satisfied  with  existing  theories  upon  this  subject,  set  about  the  investiga- 
tion of  it  himself;  and,  truly,  he  has  demolished  all  before  him.  He 
very  frankly  acknowledges,  however,  that  "  Messrs.  Blake,  Davie  and 
Crawford  have  all  showed  much  talent  in  un-iting,'"  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose. For,  according  to  his  account  of  them,  they  have,  "  in  their 
eagerness  to  establish  their  own  plans,"  followed  the  example  of  the 
Kilkenny  cats,  and  if  not  actually  eaten  each  other,  at  least  devoured  each 
other's  theories  ;  so  that  not  one  now  remains  worthy  of  "  trust." 

Our  author  despatches  the  "  modern  j)hilosophers  "  quite  as  summa- 
rily as  he  does  their  predecessors.  He  says,  "  tl)ey  dare  not  (or  do  not) 
commit  themselves."  Probably  they  became  alarmed  from  hearing  such 
an  awful  cat-o-wawling  among  their  seniors.  But  they  have  the  lionesty 
to  confess  that  the  field  lies  open  to  the  exploration  of  some  fortunate 
adventurer  like  our  author.  Who  these  "  modern  philosophers  "  are, 
that  have  been  so  frightened  out  of  their  propriety,  we  are  left  to  conjec- 
ture. We  had  supposed,  indeed,  that  the  researches  of  Edwards  and 
Liebig,  not  to  name  others,  had  thrown  some  light  upon  this  subject,  and 
that  important  principles  had  been  established  by  them  ;  at  least  that  they 
were  deserving  of  respectful  consideration  ;  but  our  author  informs  us 
(perhaps  the  names  of  these  gentlemen  have  not  reached  him),  that 
'•modern  systems  have  all  exploded;"  vanished  into  thin  air!  and  ib.e 
glimmerings  of  such  rush  lights  as  these,  if  not  actually  extinguished,  are 
totally  eclipsed  by  the  coruscations  which  flash  down  upon  us  from  this 
blazing  star  which  has  so  suddenly  appeared. 

But  we  must  not  dwell  longer  upon  this  head.  Another  philosopher, 
equally  distinguished,  the  light  of  whose  genius  has  just  shot  up  like  a 
meteor  from  the  opposite  point  of  the  horizon,  is  entitled  to  what  remains 
of  our  time  and  space.  We  come,  then,  by  an  easy  transition,  to  the  phi- 
losophy of  bloodletting. 

"  How  many  are  the  disorders  that  require  the  subtraction  of  blood  ! 
For  in  all  the  diseases  embraced  within  these  wide  limits,  when  we  re- 
duce the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  disturbed  vessels,  the  result  is  good. 
[It  is  good,  indeed,  sir.]  The  vessels  then  have  an  opportunity  to  con- 
tract, the  size  of  their  diameter  is  diminished  by  taking  from  them  this 
superabundance,  so  that  the  circulating  system  becomes  stimulated,  and 
they  take  on  healthy  action  ;  consequently  the  plethora  or  inflammation 
is  entirely  overcome." 

Again,  hemorrhages  require  abstraction  of  blood.     "  Does  not  nature, 
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indeed,  imitate  the  curative  process,  when  she  allows  the  effusion  of  blood 
lor  the  rehef  of  this  abnormal  action  ?  But  because  she  does,  we  are 
not  to  rest  the  case  in  her  hands  ;  but  to  bring  the  aid  of  our  art,  and 
storm  the  enemy  with  united  forces.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  we  siiall 
be  the  victors,  if  we  do  this  in  incipient  attacks." — Ibid,  Vol.  XXIX., 
p.  399,  et  seq. 

This  is  magnanimous  !  Were  Lieutenant  Bardolph  extant,  he  would 
maintain  it  by  his  sword  to  be  soldier-like,  and  of  exceeding  good 
command. 

From  experience,  however,  our  author  has  learned,  that  the  "  sub- 
traction of  blood  "  7nai/  sometimes  be  injurious,  as  the  following  very 
graphic  desci'lption  will  show,  M)ost  conclusively.  Case. — "  August  25, 
1840.  Miss  N.,  aged  20,  has  been  ill  for  some  time.  I  was  invited  to 
see  her  by  her  physician  to-day.  She  is  now  laboring  under  hysteria. 
A  white  coat  covers  her  tongue,  skin  hot  and  dry,  pulse  100.  She  was 
immediately  bled  §  x.  Her  mind  soon  became  clear  (she  was  delirious 
before),  and  was  free  from  pain."  Note. — "  Her  pulse  fell  to  90,  though 
its  quickness  did  not  abate."  The  attending  doctor  was  called  again  in 
six  hours,  and  found  the  patient  "  quite  insensible "  and  every  way 
worse.—  Vide  Idem.,  p.  401. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  is  not  this  a  caution  1  Your  readers  never  need 
be  at  a  loss  when  to  ^' subtract^'  blood.  The  whole  concern,  as  Sam 
Weller  would  say,  is  explained  in  less  than  no  time.  We  have  nothing 
to  do,  Sir,  but  bleed  from  a  large  orifice  in  the  erect  position  ;  our  author 
"  thinks  it  furnishes  a  good  diagnosis,  enabling  one  to  decide  whether 
the  disease  is  inflammatory,  or  irritative  ;"  and  if  syncope  come  on  be- 
fore five  ounces  of  blood  be  lost,  it  "  prores  at  once  the  nature  of  the 
disease."     It  is  '^  one  in  toto  forbidding  depletion." 

Why,  Sir,  the  thing  is  proved  to  a  demonstruiion.  It  is  no  more  to 
be  carped  at  ;  it  is  done  upon  instinct  ;  and  is  as  [)lain  as  the  spectacles 
on  a  man's  nose.  When  the  principles  established  by  our  author  become 
known  to  the  profession  generally,  what  a  quaking  there  will  be  among 
the  dry  bones  of  all  preceding  sanguineo-jjattiologists  !  Will  not  Mar- 
shall Hall,  Magendie,  and  all  such  experimenters,  be  glad  to  hide  their 
diminished  heads,  and  slink  away  into  eveilasting  obscurity  before  the 
light  of  this  genius  ?  as  the  chemico-physiolouists  have  been  before  the 
blaze  of  that  of  his  cotemporary  upon  an'irnal  heat.  Indeed,  Sir,  we  live 
in  a  blaze  of  glory  !  But  we  crave  your  pardon,  Sir ;  we  have  already 
exceeded  our  limits.  Perhaps,  with  your  pminssion,  we  may,  on  another 
occasion,  notice  some  other  lesser  lights  w  hich  ever  and  anon  enfil  bright 
scintillations  of  genius  throuoh  your  pages. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Editor,  we  know  not  which  is  the  more  fortunate, 
the  authors  of  these  great  discoveries,  or  the  .Journal  through  the  me- 
dium of  whose  pages  they  have  been  coinmunicated  to  the  world. 
Among  your  country  subscribers,  difi'erent  oj)inions  are  entertained. 

Worcester,  January  29,  1844.  X.  X. 

P.  S. — We  have  been  so   much  overwhelmed   by  the  originality  and 
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magnificence  of  the  thoughts  contained  in  these  productions,  that  we 
have  not  stopped  to  admire  the  beauties  of  the  Queen's  English  dis- 
played in  them. 
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SUCCESSFULLY    TREATED    AT    THE    BOSTON    ORTHOPEDIC    INSTITUTION. 
IGommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  ami  Surg,  .loiiriial.l 

Sept.  30,  1841.  John  Kilby,  Esq.,  of  Dennysville,  Maine,  phiced  his 
son,  a  lad  about  13  years  old,  at  the  Institution.  The  following  account 
of  the  case  and  treatment  is  copied  from  my  Note  Book.  This  lad  has 
not  walked  without  a  crutch  for  many  years.  The  left  knee  is  contract- 
ed to  an  angle  of  30  degrees,  beyond  which  it  cannot  be  extended.  The 
foot  on  the  same  side  is  more  deformed  than  any  one  I  have  met  with. 
If  it  was  separated  from  the  leg,  and  the  toes  broken  off,  no  one  would 
suspect  what  it  was,  or  for  what  purpose  it  was  made.  When  the  ante- 
rior part  of  the  foot  is  placed  upon  the  groundj  the  heel  is  elevated  four 
inches.  The  anterior  part  of  the  foot  is  twisted  inwards,  in  a  very  unusu- 
al manner.  The  astragalus  is  very  prominent,  being  subluxated  upward 
and  outward.  There  is  no  motion  in  the  ankle-joint.  The  cuboidal  ex- 
tremity of  the  metatarsal  bone  of  the  little  toe  projects  outward  to  a  very 
unusual  degree.  All  the  metatarsal  bones  oblique  inwards.  The  sole  of 
the  foot  looks  upwards,  the  foot  being  turned  nearly  upside  down.  The 
toes  are  turned  back,  so  as  to  be  nearly  in  contact  with  what  ought  to  be 
the  top  of  the  foot.  The  little  toe  presses  back  against  the  metatarsal 
bone  of  the  toe  next  it.  There  is  a  thickening  of  the  integuments  on  the 
outside  of  the  little  toe  and  the  upper  side  of  the  metatarsal  bones  of  the 
toes  next  it,  marking  the  point  on  which  the  body  rests,  when  the  foot  was 
placed  on  the  floor. 

This  day,  Sept.  30,  divided  the  tendon  of  Achillis  and  the  flexor  lon- 
gus  policis  pedis.  There  was  not  a  drop  of  blood.  My  son,  Buckmin- 
ster  Brown,  was  present,  and  aided  me  in  this,  as  in  all  the  subsequent 
operations  on  thi«  foot  and  leg. 

It  would  be  tedious,  and  is  unnecessary,  to  go  through  with  a  long,  de- 
tailed, daily  record  of  the  treatment  of  this  case.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
the  tendon  of  Achillis  was  divided  five  times ;  the  long  flexors  in  the 
sole  of  the  foot,  three  times  ;  the  abductor  policis  pedis,  twice;  the  plan- 
tar fascia,  the  biceps  flexor  cruris,  the  sen)itendinosus,  and  the  semimem- 
branosus, each  once. 

The  apparatus  for  leg  and  foot,  used  at  this  Institution,  were  applied  to 
this  case.  It  was  not  until  after  the  fourth  division  of  the  tendon  of 
Achillis,  that  I  was  able  to  reduce  the  subluxated  astragalus.  I  could 
then  with  my  thumbs  press  it  into  its  place,  and  even  make  an  indenta- 
tion where  the  greatest  prominence  had  existed  ;  but  this  bone  had  been 
so  pinched  and  wedged  in,  that  it  was  not  sufficiently  developed  to  fill  the 
space  nature  designed  for  it.     It  was  difficult  to   retain    it  in  place.     By 
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perseverance,  however,  the  foot  and  leg  were  brought  to  the  state  of  per- 
fection represented  in  fig.  2. 


Fig.  1  represents  the  foot  and  leg  as  they  were  when  the  lad  came  to 
the  Institution. 

Fig.  2  represents  them  as  they  were  when  he  left. 


FOREIGN   BODIES   IN   THE   NOSE    AND   EAR. 
Trom  Sir  Benjamin    C.  Brodie's    Lectures  at  St.  George's  Hospital. 

Two  or  three  years  ago  I  was  consulted  concerning  a  young  person,  a 
female,  who  had  some  complaint  in  her  nostrils.  There  was  a  putrid 
discharge  from  them,  and  those  symptoms  were  present  which  usually 
indicate  the  presence  of  diseased  or  dead  bone  of  the  nostrils  ;  and  pre- 
suming that  this  was  the  nature  of  the  case  I  prescril)ed  sarsaparilla,  and 
treated  her  accordingly.  This  complaint  had  been  going  on  since  she 
was  quite  a  child,  and  when  I  saw  her  she  was  eleven  or  twelve  years  of 
age.  Not  long  ago,  in  blowing  her  nose,  something  came  out  of  her  nos- 
trils— a   large  solid  substance.     Her   family   thought   that  this  was  the 
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piece  of  dead  bone  which  was  expected  to  appear,  and  it  was  sent  to  me  ; 
but,  on  examining  it,  I  found  that  it  was  not  bone,  nor  had  it  the  appear- 
ance of  ever  having  been  organized.  It  was  convex  on  one  side  and 
concave  on  the  other,  and  seemed  to  have  been  formed  upon  a  nucleus. 
Dr.  Prout  was  good  enough  to  examine  it  chemically,  and  he  found  it  to 
consist  of  dry  mucus,  with  phosphate  of  lime,  such  as  is  secreted  by  an 
inflau)ed  mucous  membrane.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose,  like 
that  of  the  bladder,  will,  when  irritated,  secrete  phosphate  of  lime.  I 
was  led,  from  tliis,  to  conclude  that,  originally,  some  foreign  substance 
had  been  introduced  into  the  nose,  and  if  it  were  a  round  body  this  would 
account  for  the  concavity  on  one  side  of  the  concretion.  Here  was  a 
case  in  which  there  was  great  reason  to  believe  that  some  foreign  body 
had  been  introduced  into  the  nostrils,  and  had  remained  there  for  years, 
producing  all  the  symptoms  usually  arising  from  diseased  bone. 

A  little  boy  was  brought  to  me  a  few  years  ago,  with  a  putrid  dis- 
charge from  the  nostrils.  There,  also,  1  thought  that  there  was  a  piece 
of  diseased  bone.  On  looking  into  the  nostril,  however,  I  perceived,  at 
the  upper  pari,  something  rather  larger  than  a  piece  of  dead  bone  might 
be  supposed  to  present.  1  took  hold  of  it  with  the  forceps,  and,  on  re- 
moving it,  found  it  was  a  tamarind-stone  which  the  boy  had  thrust  into 
the  nostrils  a  year  or  two  before,  no  one  knowing  anything  of  it.  In 
each  of  these  cases,  when  the  foreign  body  was  taken  away  the  sym|)toms 
subsided. 

Another  patient  was  brought  to  me  supposed  to  have  diseased  bone  in 
the  nose — a  little  girl  in  whom  there  had  been  a  putrid  discharge  for 
two  or  three  years.  There  1  could  see  nothing,  but,  from  the  symptoms, 
I  concluded  that  disease  was  going  on  in  the  bone.  I  prescribed  for  this 
patient  sarsaparilla,  and  one  morning  something  was  blown  out  of  the 
nose.  It  was  brought  to  me,  and  1  discovered  that  it  was  a  piece  of 
sponge  that  had  stuck  in  the  nostril,  and  was  now  filled  with  mucus,  and, 
1  suppose,  some  phosphate  of  lime.  As  no  one  knew  the  history  of  the 
case,  I  suppose  that  the  child  must  have  thrust  it  in  herself.  It  is  not 
very  uncommon  for  children  to  get  foreign  bodies  into  their  nostrils,  and 
these  cases  show  that  you  may  be  led  into  great  error  by  supposing  that 
there  is  diseased  bone  when  there  is  none  at  all. 

In  two  of  these  cases  the  foreign  body  was  blown  out — came  away 
spontaneously  ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  tarnarind-stone  1  removed  it  very 
easily  with  the  forceps.  Other  means,  however,  may  be  adopted  for  re- 
moving these  foreign  bodies.  A  child  was  brought  to  me  who  had  got 
a  glass  bead  into  the  nostril,  and  it  was  known  that  it  was  there.  I  tried 
to  take  hold  of  it  with  the  forceps,  but  they  slipped  over  its  smooth  sur- 
face. I  then  introduced  a  probe,  bent  in  a  peculiar  manner,  which,  get- 
ting behind  the  bead,  pulled  it  out. 

Foreign  bodies  may  get  into  the  external  meatus  of  the  ear.  A  child 
was  brought  to  me  who  had  got  a  broken  piece  of  slate  pencil,  about 
half  an  inch  in  length,  in  the  meatus.  You  might  suppose  it  an  easy 
matter  to  get  a  foreign  body  out  of  the  external  meatus  of  the  ear,  that 
part  being  so  much  more  in  sight  than  the  nostril.     But  it  is  often  very 
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difficult,  and  for  this  reason  :  in  the  nose  you  may  poke  with  the  for- 
ceps, and  do  no  harm.  I  have  already  stated  what  great  manipulations 
the  nostril  will  bear.  But  what  will  happen  if  you  poke  with  the  forceps 
in  the  ear?  A  child  was  brought  to  this  Hospital  with  a  pea  in  the  ear. 
A  great  many  attempts  had  been  made  lo  remove  it  prior  to  the  child 
being  brought  here.  The  pea  was  then  out  of  sight,  and  the  child  had 
very  alarming  symptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  brain.  The  little  pa- 
tient died  ;  and  it  was  found  that  in  attempting  to  extract  the  pea,  the 
membrana  tympani  had  been  destroyed.  The  injudicious  poking  of  the 
tympanum  with  the  forceps  had  caused  inflammation  of  the  bone  of  the 
tympanum,  and  a  separation  between  it  and  the  dura  mater,  so  that  the 
child  died  in  consequence  of  the  rude  introduction  of  the  forceps  into  the 
ear.  Indeed,  it  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  extract  a  foreign  body  from 
the  ear  with  forceps,  and  if  you  attempt  it  you  must  proceed  with  the 
greatest  caution.  1  have,  however,  exti'icated  foreign  bodies  from  the 
ear  with  a  narrow  pair  of  forceps,  by  letting  the  rays  of  the  sun  shine 
into  the  meatus,  and  then  introducing  the  forceps,  so  that  one  blade 
came  upon  each  side  of  the  foreign  body.  But  if  you  attempt  it  without 
the  rays  of  the  sun  shining  into  the  ear,  and  using  your  eyes  carefully, 
and  your  hands  slowly  and  attentively,  nothing  is  more  easy  than  to 
drive  tlie  body  against  the  membrana  tympani,  break  the  latter,  and 
push  the  body  into  the  tympanum.  I  do  not  say  that  you  are  not  to 
extract  foreign  bodies  from  the  ear  with  forceps,  but  you  must  do  it  with 
the  greatest  care ;  for  the  want  of  care  may  lead  to  the  destruction  of 
the  patient.  But  1  have  more  frequently  succeeded  in  these  cases  by  other 
means.  I  stated  that  a  child  was  brought  to  me  with  a  piece  of  slate 
pencil  in  the  ear.  I  placed  the  child  opposite  the  light,  and  injected 
some  tepid  water  into  the  ear  with  a  syringe.  There  was  room  for  the 
water  to  penetrate  into  the  meatus,  and  as  it  came  back  it  washed  out 
the  slate  pencil.  There  was  a  case  brought  into  the  Hospital  in  which 
there  was  some  foreign  body — I  believe  a  pea — in  the  external  meatus. 
1  tried  all  sorts  of  methods  to  get  it  out.  1  could  not  use  the  forceps, 
and  it  nearly  filled  up  the  meatus,  so  that  either  water  could  not  pass  be- 
hind it,  or  it  was  so  jammed  that  the  water  injected  by  the  syringe  would 
not  wash  it  out.  I  said,  •'  let  it  alone,  let  it  remain  there,  the  pea,  in  all 
probability,  will  dry  and  waste  of  itself,  and  then  it  will  come  out,  or  when 
it  is  rotten  it  may  be  washed  away  with  a  syringe  ;  but  1  will  not  make 
any  further  efforts  to  remove  it  now  ;  for  I  may  drive  it  into  the  tym- 
panum and  kill  the  patient."  In  one  case,  where  a  foreign  body  had  got 
into  the  ear,  I  extracted  it,  like  the  glass  bead,  with  a  bent  probe,  which 
I  introduced  very  carefully  behind  it. 


DEATH   CAUSED   BY   GIVING   AN   ENEMA. 

[We  find  the  following  in  the  last  number  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal.  From  the  indefinite  manner  in  which  original  com- 
munications are  distinguished  in  that  journal,  we  are  in  doubt  whether 
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this  is  copied  from  some  foreign  periodical,  or  whether  the  occurrences 
referred  to  happened  in  St.  Louis.  We  suppose,  however,  the  latter 
to  be  the  case.     It  purports  to  be  written  by  C.  A.  Pope.] 

During  last  fall  I  was  requested  by  INlr.  Owens,  the  coroner,  to  accom- 
pany Dr.  S.  to  Second  street,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  an  inquest  over 
a  dead  body,  and  assisting  in  making  the  autopsy.  Ever  ready  and  will- 
ing to  undertake  these  examinations,  as  there  is  always  something  to  be 
learned  by  them,  I  responded  to  the  call.  On  arriving  at  the  appointed 
time  and  place,  I  was  immediately  put  on  the  coroner's  jury.  Had  I 
made  previous  inquiry  into  the  circtunstances  of  the  case,  I  might,  proba- 
bly, have  not  so  readily  engaged  in  it  ;  but  duty,  however,  would  have, 
beyond  other  considerations,  induced  me  to  assist  in  the  matter. 

Tlie  father,  Mr.  Musler,  a  German,  stated,  that  the  deceased  (a  boy 
four  years  of  age)  had  been  taken  sick,  a  week  or  ten  days  before,  with 
a  sore  throat,  fever,  slight  cough,  and  difficulty  of  breathing.  Dr.  Rose, 
a  German  physician,  was  called  in,  and  attended  the  child  for  a  day  or 
two.  For  some  reason,  the  father,  a  few  days  afterwards,  thought  fit  to 
have  some  other  physician,  and  being  a  stranger  in  the  city,  he  was  re- 
commended to  Dr. ,  likewise  a  Ger/nan.  Dr. left  direc- 
tions for  two  phials,  one  of  which  he  said  was  to  vomit,  and  the  other  to 
purge.     The  child  not  getting  better,  and  refusing  to  take  the  medicines, 

the  father  went  to  Dr. "s  office,  and  asked  him  if  he  did  not  think 

that  an  injection  would  be  advisable.  The  doctor  replied  that  it  would, 
and,  accompanying  the  father  to  his  house,  he  himself  administered  it, 
adding  to  the  injection  a  tea-spoonful  or  two  of  the  vomiting  liquid,  which 
was  to  have  been  given  by  the  mouth.  This  liquid  contained  tartar 
emetic  ;  the  rest  of  the  injection  consisted  of  linseed  oil  and  common  salt, 
with  warm  water.  Within  a  short  time  afterwards,  the  first  injection  pro- 
ducing no  etiect,  the  doctor  gave  a  second  one;  the  child  making  some 
resistance,  and  firmly  held  by  assistants.  It  appears  that  some  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  forcing  the  second  injection,  when  suddenly  the  by- 
standers hearing  "  something  crack,"  the  syringe  was  easily  emptied  of 
its  contents  ;  the  child  still  crying,  and  making  stout  resistance. 

On  hearing  the  noise,  Mr.  Musler  said  to  the  doctor,  "  You  have  in- 
jured my  child  ;"  but  the  latter  insisted  that  he  had  not.  The  child 
complained  for  a  few  minutes,  then  grew  much  worse,  and  sunk  into  a 
state  of  extreme  prostration.  Although  it  had  been  running  about  the 
house  on  the  same  day,  in  less  than  two  hours  after  the  second  injection 
the  child  was  a  corpse. 

Shortly  before  its  death,  Dr.  Rose,  who  had  seen  the  child  in  the  first 
instance,  arrived,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Heldritt,  also  a  German  practition- 
er.    Both  these  gentlemen  agreed   with   the   father  in  supposing  that  Dr. 

had  seriously    injured  the  child,  and  at  their  instance  Mr.  Musler 

called  an  inquest. 

I  insisted  that  Dr. should  be  sent  for,  to  be  present  at  the  ex- 
amination of  the  body.  Meanwhile,  Drs.  Rose  and  Heldritt  branded 
him  as  a  quack,  and  evinced  a  malignant,  and  perhaps  an  envious  desire, 
as  I  thought,  to  blast  his  reputation  and  ruin  his  prospects.     The  father 
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showed  me  Dr. 's  certificate  of  his  child^s  death,  wherein  it  was 

said  to  have  died  of  croup.     Dr. came;  he   detailed   to  me  the 

sympfoms  presented  by  the  child,  wliich  were  indeed  those  of  croup.  I 
could  not  believe  it  possible,  that  in  giving  an  enema,  a  thing  done  by  every 
old  woman  in  the  country,  any  one  bearing,  by  right  or  assumption,  the 
title  of  doctor,  could  con)mit  so  vile  and  unheard-of  an  outrage  on 
medical    practice   as    that    with    which   he    was  charged.     Telling   Mr. 

(for  I  must  drop  the  doctor)    of  the  manner   in   which  the  other 

physicians  had  spoken  to  me  about  him,  and  deeming  it  incredible  that 
he  could  have  perforated  the  iritestine,  1  re-assured  him  with  regard  to 
the  probable  result  of  the  autopsy,  from  the  account  of  the  case  which 
he  had  given  me,  and  intimated  what  pleasure  it  would  afford  me  lo  ex- 
culpate him,  and  disappoint  the  malignity  of  his  enemies. 

The  three  cavities  were  opened  ;  the  head  presented  nothing  remarka- 
ble. In  the  thorax  we  found  the  lungs  somewhat  congested  ;  the  lining; 
membrane  of  the  bronchi  and  trachea  was  red,  injected,  and  coveifed  with 
a  thick  secretion,  while  that  covering  the  vocal  cords  and  epiglottis  was 
tumefied,  and  highly  inflamed.  Some  white  patches  were  also  observable 
around  the  glottis  ;  the  mucous  lining  of  the  pharynx  and  the  tonsils 
likewise  [)articipaling  in  the  general  redness.  The  heart  appeared 
healthy.  On  opening  the  abdomen,  we  observed,  in  the  pelvic  cavity, 
between  six  and  eight  ounces  of  a  brownish-red  liquid,  which  being  ab- 
sorbed by  a  sponge,  enabled  us  to  see,  in  the  bottom  of  the  peritoneal 
cul-de-sac,  situated  between  the  rectum  and  bladder,  an  irregular 
opening.  Before  disturbing  the  parts,  1  poured  water  into  the  pelvis, 
when,  holding  the  body  in  an  upright  position,  it  ran  out  at  the  anus.  1 
now  carefully  removed  the  pelvic  viscera,  by  sawing  through  the  branches 
of  the  pubes  and  ischii,  and  detached  the  rectum  from  its  sacral  adhesions. 
Avoiding,  for  ol)vi()us  reasons,  sharp-pointed  scissors,  I  used  Cloquet's 
enterotome  for  laying  open  the  intestine  upon  its  posterior  part.  This 
done,  we  observed,  about  two  and  a  half  inches  above  the  anal  orifice, 
upon  the  anterior  wall  of  the  rectum,  an  oblique  jagged  opening,  com- 
municating with  that  already  noticed  in  the  peritoneum :  all  the  other 
abdominal  viscera  appeared  healthy.  The  perforation  of  the  rectum 
was  complete,  and  the  contents  of  the  syringe  were  thus  thrown  into  the 
peritoneal  sac,  instead  of  the  intestine.  It  is  proper  here  to  state,  that 
the  pipe  of  the  syringe  was  not  a  common  pewter  one,  but  of  horn,  four 
inches  in  length,  and  very  pointed.  In  giving  the  enema,  instead  of 
directing  the  pipe  backwards  into  the  concavity  of  the  sacrum  (and  with 

so  sharp   an  instrument  the   finger  should  always  be  used),  Mr. 

tlnust  it  immediately  upwards  against  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  and 
thus  perforated  the  intestine. 

To  bring  this  man,  calling  himself  doctor,  to  justice,  that  he  might 
suffer  the  penally  due  his  ignorance  and  neglect,  two  indictments  were 
filed  against  him.  The  first  was  quashed  ;  and  the  second  having  been 
improperly  drawn  up,  was  entirely  nugatory.  Under  the  second  indict- 
ment, the  counsel  for  the  defence  cleared  the  defendant,  on  the  ground 
that  the  child  did  not  die  of  the  mere  wound  inflicted  by  the  pipe  of  the 
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■syringe  ;  there  being  no  mention  in  the  indictment  of  the  liquid  found  in 
the  abdomen. 

Being  summoned  both  by  the  State  and  the  defendant,  I  was  not 
called  upon  for  evidence.  Had  I  been  allowed  to  testify,  it  would  have 
been  to  this  effect : — That  the  disease  of  the  air-passages  was  hardly 
capable  of  causing  death,  and  that  the  child  might  have  recovered  from 
the  simple  perforation  of  the  rectum,  as  the  opening  was  oblique,  up- 
wards, and  valvular,  in  a  manner  to  have  prevented  faecal  effusion.  I 
attribute  the  child's  death  to  the  presence  of  the  liquid  found  in  the 
peritoneum,  which  liquid,  rendered  more  irritating  by  its  containing  tar- 
tar emetic,  produced  so  severe  a  shock  to  the  nervous  system,  and  caused 
the  rapid  and  fatal  prostration  of  all  the  vital  powers.  It  is  probable 
that  death  was  hastened  both  by  the  disease  of  the  larynx  and  the  rup- 
ture of  the  intestine  ;  but,  independently  of  these,  the  liquid  in  the  peri- 
toneum must  ulteriorly  have  proved  inevitably  fiital. 
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Purpura  Ha??iorrhagica. — Cases  of  this  disease  are  not  of  very  fre- 
quent occurrence,  and  yet  every  practitioner,  of  long  standing,  may  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  it.  Usually  the  malady  has  a  speedy 
run  to  a  fatal  termination.  By  the  Boston  bill  of  mortality,  it  seems  that 
only  one  fatal  case  occurred  in  this  city  in  1S43 — but  there  may  have 
been  cases  in  which  the  patient  recovered. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  successful  treatment  of  purpura  by 
Dr.  A.  J.  Coons,  reported  in  the  15lh  of  January  No.  of  the  St.  Louis 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  In  his  hands,  creosote  seems  to  have  been 
the  efficacious  agent  in  the  treatment.  Although  he  prescribed  a  mild  ca- 
thartic of  oil  in  one  case,  the  fifteen  drops  of  creosote  in  a  mucilage  of 
four  ounces  of  gum  Arabic,  a  tablespooni'ul  three  times  a  day,  according 
to  his  own  diary,  soon  modified  the  symptoms.  He  also  gave  pulv.  ipe- 
cac, compos,  and  sub.  m.  hydrarg.,  aa  grs.  iij.,  morning  and  evening. 
On  the  27th  of  January,  when  treatment  began,  there  was  oozing  of 
blood  from  the  lips,  dark  spots  in  the  palms  of  the  hands,  the  eyelids  ex- 
hibited signs  of  bleeding,  &c.  ;  but  on  the  29th,  the  oozing  from  the  lips 
and  gums  had  ceased. 

The  object  of  these  observations  is  simply  to  induce  gentlemen  who 
may  be  called  to  a  case  of  purpura,  to  ply  the  system  with  this  potent  agent 
— creosote,  which  of  late,  in  this  as  well  as  some  other  diseases,  seems  to 
have  been  rather  neglected. 


Mammoth  Doses  in  a  Case  of  Poisoniitg. — Desperate  cases,  says  the 
proverb,  require  desperate  means.  Dr.  Warren,  Senior,  of  this  city,  was 
called  suddenly  to  visit  a  lady,  early  in  the  morning,  who  instead  of  tak- 
ing two  ounces  of  tincture  of  rhubarb,  as  she  intended,  had  by  mistake 
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actually  swallowed  two  ounces  of  laudanum.  The  dreadful  discovery 
was  instantly  made,  and  Dr.  Warren  at  once  called.  He  gave  directly 
two  ounces  of  antimonial  wine,  which  not  producing  vomilion  as  soon  as 
expected,  one  ounce  of  pulverized  ipecac,  was  administered,  mixed  in 
water.  That  being  equally  inoperatire,  he  next  gave  one  drachm  of  tart, 
antimony.  But  the  stomach  was  not  yet  in  the  least  excited,  and  he  then 
gave  the  patient  a  drachm  of  sulphate  of  copper.  With  all  these,  not 
even  nausea  could  be  produced.  It  is  unnecessary  to  explain  the  reasons 
why  a  stomach  pump  was  not  introduced.  The  alarm  was  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  failure  of  all  these  well-known  active  emetics,  and  Dr. 
Warren  saw  that  the  lady  must  inevitably  die,  if  relief  was  not  afforded 
without  further  delay.  He  then  pressed  over  the  region  of  the  stomach 
with  both  hands,  kneading  the  organ  violently,  and  instantly,  by  mere  me- 
chanical pressure,  completely  forced  up  the  whole  mass  of  contents  to- 
gether. Through  the  whole  day  she  was  unremittingly  exercised  on  her 
feet,  to  keep  her  from  falling  asleep.  The  propensity  to  doze  was  press- 
ingly  strong,  but  by  this  indefatigable  course  she  was  kept  awake — 
and  by  the  next  morning  all  drowsiness  eflectually  left  her,  and  she  was 
perfectly  restored  to  consciousness  and  health. 


Smallpox  commu7iicared  by  Bank  Bills. — "  Mr.  Duble,  teller  of  the  Clin- 
ton Bank,  Columbus,  Ohio,  recently  died  of  smallpox  ;  the  affection  hav- 
ing been  communicated  by  the  bank  notes  which  he  was  compelled  to 
handle  in  his  official  capacity." 

A  similar  case  occurred  in  Boston  a  few  years  since,  in  the  person  of  a 
Mr.  Barker,  a  clerk  in  Mr.  Allen's  auction  store.  Milk  street.  He  noticed, 
in  taking  a  bank  bill  from  a  gentleman's  hand,  who  was  settling  for  some 
purchase,  that  he  had  small  scabs  here  and  there,  over  his  face.  It  was 
presumed  that  he  had  just  recovered  from  smallpox,  and  the  few  crusts 
that  were  visible  were  the  last  remains  of  the  disease.  Mr.  Barker  ex- 
hibited the  disease  on  the  14th  day  after  exposure,  not  having  been  vac- 
cinated. It  assumed  the  confluent  form,  of  which  he  died  in  great  agony 
about  the  twenty-first  day  after  its  development. 


New  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum. — We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Brigham, 
the  Superintendent,  for  a  copy  of  the  first  annual  report  of  this  institu- 
tion. The  extent  to  which  the  Asylum,  as  originally  designed,  is 
finished,  is  already  found  inadequate  for  the  accommodation  of  appli- 
cants. It  was  intended,  by  those  who  planned  it,  to  accommodate,  by 
means  of  four  buildincfs,  1000  patients,  and  it  is  probable  that  there  is 
that  number  in  the  Slate  who  should  be  within  the  walls  of  this,  or 
some  other  well-managed  asylum,  as  in  1842  it  was  ascertained  that 
430  lunatic  paupers  in  the  State  were  then  confined  in  jails  and  poor- 
houses.  The  one  finished  building  of  the  Asylum  will  now  accommo- 
date properly  but  22-5,  and  on  the  1st  of  February  there  were  221  pa- 
tients in  it,  and  the  remaining  few  vacant  rooms  were  engaged.  The 
foundations  of  the  other  three  contemplated  buildings,  have  been  found  so 
much  injured  by  rain  and  frost,  as  to  be  unsuitable  to  build  upon,  and 
some  of  the  stone  has  been  used  for  other  purposes.  The  managers  re- 
commend the  erection  of  two  additional   wings   of  brick    to  the  present 


Medical  Intelligence.  65 

building,  each  250  feet  long  by  39  feet  wide,  which  will  enable  them  to 
accommodate  500  patients.  We  copy  some  of  the  more  important  items 
from  Dr.  Brigham's  report. 

"  The  Asylum  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  the  16th  of 
January,  1S43.  Since  that  time  to  the  30th  of  November,  a  period  often 
months  and  a  half,  there  have  been  admitted  276  patients.  Discharged, 
recovered,  53  ;  do.  improved,  14;  do.  unimproved,  6  ;  do.  dead,  7.  Re- 
maining, November  30ih,  196, 

"  Eighty  patients  have  been  discharged.  Fifty-six  of  these  were  recent 
cases,  that  is,  of  not  more  than  twelve  months'  duration.  Of  this  number 
49  recovered  ;  3  were  discharged  without  recovery,  and  4  died.  Twen- 
ty-four were  old  cases.  Of  this  number  4  recovered  ;  17  were  discharged 
without  recovery,  and  3  died. 

"The  deaths  have  been  few.  One  died  soon  after  admission,  from  ex- 
haustion consequent  to  long  abstinence  from  food  and  exposure  to  cold, 
before  he  came  to  the  Asylum.  Another  from  erysipelas,  arising  from  a 
wound  before  admission  ;  a  third  from  scirrhous  stomach  ;  one  died  of  pa- 
ralysis; two  of  consumption,  and  one  from  sudden  effusion  upon  the 
brain,  the  third  day  after  reception. 

"  We  have  practised  weighing  each  patient  soon  after  admission,  again 
the  first  day  of  each  month,  and  when  discharged.  Average  weight  of 
men  on  admission,  138  lbs.,  1  oz.  Average  weight  of  men  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  when  discharged,  141  lbs.,  10  oz.  Average  weight  of  wo- 
men on  admission,  112  lbs.,  10  oz.  Average  weight  of  women  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  when  discharged,  116  lbs.,  7  oz.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  two,  all  discharged  cured  had  gained  flesh — some  of  them  from 
10  to  18  pounds,  one  37  pounds.  Total  increase  in  weight  of  the  53 
discharged  cured,  306  pounds." 

Among  the  supposed  causes  of  insanity  are  the  following,  with  the 
numbers  attached.  Religious  anxiety,  50;  ill  health,  46  ;  puerperal,  20; 
loss  of  property,  17  ;  excessive  study,  12  ;  intemperance,  10  ;  death  of 
kindred,  10;   fright,  7  ;  '  Millerism,'  7;  masturbation,  3." 

The  following  is  the  diet  used  at  the  Asylum  : — 

"  Breakfast. — Coffee,  bread,  butter,  potatoes,  cold  or  warm  meat,  hash- 
ed meat,  mackerel,  sausages,  dry  or  buttered  toast,  and  buckwheat  cakes 
in  the  season.  These  articles  varied  according  to  the  season  of  the  year, 
and  to  afford  a  frequent  change. 

"  Tea. — Tea,  bread,  butter,  biscuit,  toast,  plain  cake,  gingerbread,  crack- 
ers, cheese,  apple  sauce,  and  berries  in  the  season.  These  so  varied  as  to 
make  some  change  frequently. 

'■'■Dinner. — Sunday — cold  meat,  potatoes,  pudding  or  rice,  molasses, 
bread,  butter,  crackers,  cheese,  pie.  Monday — boiled  corned  beef,  vege- 
tables, rice,  molasses,  bread  and  butter.  Tuesday — roast  meat,  vegetables, 
pie  or  pudding,  cheese,  bread  and  butter.  Wednesday — soup,  boiled 
fresh  meat,  stew-pie,  beefsteak,  fresh  fish,  poultry,  or  other  articles  in  the 
market  and  not  used  other  days,  bread  and  butter.  Thursday — same  as 
Monday.  Friday — same  as  Tuesday.  Saturday — boiled  salt  fish,  rice, 
molasses,  or  pudding,  vegetables,  bread  and  butter. 

"  The  sick  have  a  prescribed  diet.  Milk  is  abundantly  supplied  to  all 
the  tables,  and  fruits,  especially  apples,  are  often  furnished  to  such  of  the 
patients  as  are  not  likely  to  be  injured  by  them." 
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Spo7ilaneous  Dislocations. — From  the  Norwalk  Gazette  the  following 
very  remarkable  case  is  copied. — Uriah  Ambler,  who  died  in  this  town 
on  Thursday  morning  last,  was  a  house  carpenter,  and  by  exposure  when 
in  a  healed  and  excited  state  of  body,  about  nine  years  since,  became  a 
prey  to  that  racking  disease,  the  rheumatism.  Daring  nearly  the  whole 
of  this  long  period  he  was  confined  to  his  room  and  bed,  enduring  an 
amount  and  intensity  of  pain  and  sutiering  which  have  seldom  fallen  to 
the  lot  of  humanity. 

His  disease,  in  its  progress,  dislocated  nearly,  or  quite,  every  joint  in 
his  body,  causing  the  bones  to  protrude  from  their  places,  and  in  some  in- 
stances to  project  nearly  an  inch  from  the  surface,  and  for  the  last  four 
years  deprived  him  entirely  of  sight.  It  was  but  an  every-day  business, 
and  not  unfrequently,  we  believe,  repeated  many  times  a  day,  to  replace 
the  joints  which  were  constantly  flying  from  their  natural  positions  and 
relationship.  After  death  we  had  a  slight  examination  of  the  body,  and 
a  description  of  it  will  convey  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  some  idea  of  the 
nature  of  that  disease,  which  could  produce  such  a  pitiable  piece  of  de- 
formity. We  found  it  in  the  position  which,  for  a  long  time  previous  to 
death,  was  the  only  one  in  which  it  could  lie.  On  the  right  side,  the 
head  and  shoulders  curved  forward,  and  the  legs  drawn  up.  The  bones 
in  the  feet  and  legs  were  displaced  and  distorted,  the  spine  much 
curved,  disfigured  and  disjointed,  the  shoulders  out  of  place,  the  arms  at 
the  elbows  in  the  same  situation,  while  in  the  case  of  one,  if  not  of  both 
the  hands,  a  right  angle  was  formed  with  the  wrist.  The  fingers  were 
drawn  from  the  middle  joint  in  opposite  directions,  the  upper  half  being 
drawn  inward  towards  the  palm,  while  the  lower  half  formed  a  complete 
curve  outward.  The  disfigurement  extended  even  to  the  nails,  which 
scarcely  had  a  resemblance  to  nature.  One  of  the  attending  physicians 
has  informed  us  that  the  only  place  he  could  find  to  get  at  the  pulsation 
of  the  body,  was  at  the  carotid  artery  of  the  neck. 


Curability  of  Phthisis. — "  M.  Fournet  alludes  to  his  having  met  with, 
in  the  course  of  one  year,  no  fewer  than  14  cases  of  confirmed  phthisis 
that  were  cured  ;  besides  10  other  cases,  in  which  dissection  revealed  the 
traces  of  caverns  that  had  become  perfectly  healed, 

"  He  goes  on  to  remark,  that  '  these  14  cases  of  phthisis,  cured  in  the 
living  subject,  have  proved  to  me — 

'• '  1,  That  certain  persons,  who  have  exhibited  the  most  decided  symp- 
toms of  the  disease,  in  its  most  advanced  stage,  may  yet  be  restored  to 
excellent  health. 

"'2.  That,  if  the  general  state  is  satisfactory  in  these  individuals, 
and  does  not  occasionally  bear  the  evidence  in  some  manner  of  the  acci- 
dents of  their  past  life,  the  local  condition  is  very  diflferent,  and  always 
reveals  the  presence  of  alterations,  more  or  less  extensive. 

"  '  3.  That  even  hereditary  phthisis,  in  its  most  advanced  stage,  is  sus* 
ceptible  of  cure  ;  although  such  an  occurrence  is  certainly  much  more 
rare  than  in  cases  of  the  accidental  disease. 

'"4.  That  phthisical  patients,  who  have  been  treated  by  very  various 
kinds  of  remedies,  or  who  have  been  left  entirely  to  the  resources  of  the 
natural  powers  of  their  economy,  seem  to  have  recovered  in  about  the 
same  proportion  ;  and,  therefore,  that  nature  generally  \fait  tons  les  frais  ' 
of  the  cure  of  the  disease.' 
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"He  concludes  his  remarks  with  the  following  sentence: — '  The  capi- 
lal  fact  which  seems  to  spring  from  these  inquiries  is,  that  tuberculous 
disease  is  not,  like  cancer,  essentially  incurable  ;  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
is  often  curable,  and  that  its  extreme  and  most  disheartening  fatality  is 
referable  rather  to  the  circumstance  of  its  being  seated  in  one  of  the  vital 
organs  of  the  system,  and  to  its  tendency  to  frequent  relapses,  than  to  its 
primary  and  essential  nature.'  " — Med.  Chirur.  Review. 


Face-Ache. — This  common  affection,  so  often  supposed  to  be  excited  by 
a  diseased  tooth,  although  the  latter  fails  to  be  detected — a  rheumatic, 
chronic  kind  of  pain,  wholly  different  from  that  of  tic-douloureux— is  often 
speedily  curable  by  muriate  of  ammonia.  This  salt  should  be  given  in 
doses  of  half  a  drachm,  dissolved  in  water,  three  or  four  limes  daily. 
About  four  doses  will  be  sufficient  to  test  the  potency  of  the  remedy.  At 
other  times  the  iodide  of  potassium,  in  five  or  six-grain  doses,  is  quickly- 
effective  towards  a  cure.  The  efficacy  of  the  latter  remedy  renders  it 
probable  that  the  affection  is  of  the  nature  of  periosteal  inflammation. — 
Dr.  Watsons  Lectures. 

Excision  of  the  whole  Lower  Jaw. — The  case  of  excision  of  the  whole 
lower  jaw,  related  by  Dr.  Bartolome  Signoroni,  is  interesting  as  showing 
that  patients  may  recover  after  removal  of  the  whole  jaw,  and  preserve 
the  power  of  swallowing,  and  the  faculty  of  speech.  In  this  case,  on  ac- 
count of  an  osteo-sarcomatous  affection,  the  whole  jaw  was  removed  at 
its  articulations.  The  patient  speedily  recovered,  and  was  a  few  months 
afterwards  exhibited  at  Padua,  to  the  Italian  Scientific  Association.  He 
had  completely  regained  his  health,  swallowed  easily,  and  his  speech  was 
scarcely  defective.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  details  of  this  case 
are  not  given  ;  it  may,  however,  be  gathered  from  the  remarks  which  fol- 
low the  simple  announcement  of  its  success,  that  the  bone  was  extracted 
piece-meal,  being  divided  into  portions  by  means  of  the  cutting  pliers  intro- 
duced through  saibcotaneous  incisions.  It  is  to  this  mode  of  operating  the 
author  attributes  the  small  quantity  of  blood  lost,  the  rapidity  of  the  heal- 
ing process,  and  the  general  success  of  the  operation.  No  mention,  how- 
ever, is  made  of  the  size  of  the  tumor,  the  amount  of  the  lower  jaw  which 
it  involved,  or  the  necessity  which  existed  for  removing  the  whole  bone. 
— Annali  Universali  ;  and  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ. 


To  ConRESPONPF.NTs,  &c.— Dr.  Slack  on  the  Theory  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim, 
and  Dr.  Allen's  and  Dr.  Ball's  communications,  are  on  hand  for  publication. 
—The  annual  catalooues  of  the  Jeiferson  Medical  College,  Geneva  College, 
and  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Now  York— Dr.  Welch's  Ad- 
dress at  New  Haven,  Dr.  Harrison's  Lecture  before  the  Ohio  Medical  Lyceum, 
and  a  Treatise  on  Domestic  Practice,  from  Alabama,  have  been  received. 

Died,— At  Xenia,  Ohio,  Dr.  James  McCan,  in  the  57th  year  of  his  age— a  na- 
tive of  Augusta  Co.,  Virginia. 

Number  ofdeaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  endinij  Feb.  17,  45.— Males,  20— Females,  25.     Stillborn,  4. 

Of  consumptiun,  10- .Irowneil,  1— debility,  2— Urns  fever,  4— scarlet  fever,  5— cronp,  4— marasmus, 
1— haimorrliage,  1— inflammation  of  ihe  lungs,  2— erysipelas.  1— hooping  cough,  1— inflammation  ol 
the  brain,  1— disease  of  the  Ixidnevs,  1  — inflammation  of  the  bo%vels,  1— jaundice,  1— disease  ot  the 
heart,  1— intemperance,  1— infantile,  2— measles,  1— fits,  1— old  a?e,  1— epilepsy,  1— scald,  1. 

Under  5  years,  21— between  5  and  20  years,  3— between  2U  and  60  years,  16— over  60  years,  5. 
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The  Plea  of  Insanity. — At  Derby  Eng.,  John  Winfield  Grocock,  aged 
17  years,  was  indicted  for  violating  the  person  of  Eliza  Ann  Aliwoocl,  a 
child  aged  11,  and  also  for  attempting  to  murder  her. 

The  outline  of  the  case  may  be  given  in  a  few  sentences.  The  prisoner 
having  decoyed  the  girl  away,  under  pretence  of  giving  her  employment 
in  a  Derby  silk  mill,  violated  her  person,  struck  her  repeatedly  on  the 
head  with  a  hammer,  and  left  her  for  dead.  He  then  gave  himself  up  to 
justice  as  a  murderer,  asked  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  wrote  a  minute 
account  of  the  whole  affair,  with  the  exception  of  the  rape,  which  he  natu- 
rally supposed  would  diminish  his  claims  to  public  sympathy,  without 
adding  to  his  pretensions  as  a  monomaniac.  His  account  concludes  by 
saying,  "  as  regards  my  intention  for  committing  such  an  act,  f  was  deter- 
mined to  be  transported  or  hung,  having  at  that  time  no  means  of  obtain- 
ing a  livelihood,  but  I  cannot  properly  explain  the  motive  for  committing 
such  an  action." 

The  prisoner  described  to  the  superintendent  of  the  police  the'  spot 
where  the  crime  had  been  committed.  It  was  under  a  tree  facing  the 
windows  of  the  mill  at  Borrowash.  The  grass  was  much  trampled  down  ; 
there  was  a  quantity  of  blood  upon  it  ;  and  the  handle  and  head  of  a  ham- 
mer were  picked  up  separately,  for  Grocock  had  struck  this  poor  child  till 
the  instrument  came  in  two.  When  taken  to  the  Infirmary,  one  large  and 
six  smaller  contused  and  jagged  wounds  were  found  upon  her  head.  She 
recovered,  however,  and  was  one  of  the  witnesses  on  the  trial. 

Grocock  had  possibly  speculated  on  the  favor  shown  of  late  to  mono- 
mania, whether  real  or  pretended,  and  had  anticipated  sporting  in  the 
same  play-ground  with  Oxford  and  Macnaughten.  In  prison  he  acted  his 
part  as  well  as  he  could.  "  He  was  calm  and  quiet,"  says  Mr.  Douglas 
Fox,  the  surgeon  of  the  jail,  "  when  he  did  not  know  that  he  was  watch- 
ed, but  rolled  his  eyes  strangely  when  he  knew  that  he  was  observed." 

Several  witnesses  were  called  for  the  defence.  One  proved  that  his 
general  conversation  was  very  strange — that  he  talked  very  wildly ;  an- 
other that  he  said,  "  Mrs.  Gee,  I  feel  very  curious — my  head  is  very  hot 
— I  feel  as  if  I  should  go  beside  myself."  Another,  who  was  an  out-pa- 
tient at  the  Nottingham  Infirmary,  saw  him  there,  and  was  alarmed  at 
the  wildness  of  his  conversation  and  appearance.  Lastly,  his  father 
proved  that  the  prisoner's  nncle  had  been  insane  18  years,  and  had  been 
in  confinement ;  and  that  the  prisoner,  when  18  months  old,  had  a  fall 
upon  a  mop-nail,  which  cut  his  forehead  severely  over  the  eye,  and  left 
a  scar  which  is  still  visible.  In  short,  there  was  evidence  enough  to  have 
got  the  prisoner  off  had  it  been  backed  by  any  of  the  medical  witnesses. 
This  did  not  happen  ;  and  Grocock  was  left  to  answer  for  his  complicated 
crimes.  The  jury  took  a  merciful  view  of  the  case,  and  found  him  guilty 
of  the  fourth  count  only,  which  charged  the  intent  to  do  grievous  bodily 
harm. 

The  sentence  of  the  court  was,  that  he  should  be  transported  for  life. — 
Medical  Gazette. 

Ne?v  Boolcs  in  London. — A  Letter  to  Professor  Liebig  on  certain  Mis- 
statements with  reference  to  the  ultimate  analysis  of  the  ox  bile,  as  con- 
tained in  the  second  edition  of  his  work,  with  some  Remarks  on  the  ' 
Bile  of  Omnivorous  and  Carnivorous  Animals,  by  George  Kemp,  M.D., 
&c, — On  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Tic  Douloureux,  Sciatica,  and 
other  Neuralgic  Disorders,     By  Henry  Hunt,  M,D.,  &.c.  &c. 
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WHITE   SULPHUR    SPRINGS.— ISU    Tl 

By  J.  J.  Moorman,  M.D.,  Resident  Physician  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs. 
(Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.) 

MINERAL    WATERS    IN    GENERAL. 

Early  Use  of,  &fc.  ^c. — Mineral  waters  I'ank  among  the  ancient  reme- 
dies used  for  the  cure  of  disease.  The  Greeks,  who  in  knowledge  of 
medicine  were  superior  to  the  nations  who  had  preceded  them,  regarded 
natural  medicatetl  waters  as  a  special  boon  of  the  Deity,  and  piously 
dedicated  them  to  Hercules,  the  god  of  strength.  They  used  them  for 
drinking,  and  for  general  and  to[)ical  bathing,  Hippocrates  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  value  and  uses  of  various  mineral  waters,  and  many 
other  Greek  physicians,  we  are  told,  employed  them  for  numerous  dis- 
eases for  which  they  are  used  at  this  day. 

With  the  Romans,  mineral  waters  were  a  familiar  remedy,  not  only  in 
Italy,  but  in  all  the  countries  in  which  that  nation  obtained  dominion. 
Mineral  springs  were  eagerly  sought  out  in  the  countries  over  which  their 
conquests  from  time  to  time  extended,  and  prompted  by  "  gratitude  to 
the  benefit  wliich  they  experienced  from  their  use,  they  decorated  them 
with  edifices,  and  each  fount  was  placed  under  the  protection  of  a  tute- 
lary deity." — (Bell.)  Pliny,  in  his  natural  history,  treats  of  various  mine- 
ral waters  and  their  uses  ;  and  it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  remark,  that  they 
were  highly  recommended  by  various  Roman  physicians,  in  the  fifth 
century,  in  the  same  diseases  for  which  they  are  at  tljis  day  so  much 
employed — particularly  for  nervous  and  rheumatic  diseases,  and  for  de- 
rangements of  the  liver,  stomach  and  skin. 

With  the  modern  nations  of  civilized  Europe,  mineral  waters,  both  as 
internal  and  external  remedies,  have  always  been  held  in  high  estimation. 
The  national  regulations  that  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  adopted  to 
investigate  their  virtues,  and  their  appropriate  applicability,  and  to  guard 
against  their  improper  use,  sufficiently  manifest  the  importance  that  has 
been  attached  to  them  as  remedial  agents.  Henry  IV.,  we  are  told, 
"during  his  youth,  had  frequented  the  springs  of  the  Pyrenees,  and 
witnessing  the  abuses  in  the  employment  of  so  useful  a  remedy,  sought  to 
correct  them  after  his  ascension  to  the  throne  of  France.  He  nominated 
by  erlicts  and  letters  patent,  in  1603,  superintendents  and  superintendent 
generals,  who  were  charged  with  the  entire  control  over  the  use  of  mine- 
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ral  waters,  baths  and  fountains  of  the  kin£;dom.  Most  of  the  mineral 
S[)rin(^3  and  bathing  estabhshments  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  are 
placed  under  a  somewhat  similar  superintendence,  and  a  resident  physi- 
cian is  also  appointed  by  the  government." — (Bell.) 

Although  mineral  waters  had  been  favorite  remedial  agents  with  the 
enlightened  nations  of  the  earth  for  many  centuries,  it  was  comparatively 
but  recently  that  chemistry,  by  minute  analysis,  was  able  to  determine 
with  precision  their  constituent  parts. 

In  1670  the  mineral  waters  of  France  were  first  fully  analyzed  by  a 
commission  appointed  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris;  but  it  was 
not  until  1766,  near  a  hundred  years  afterwards,  that  Bayen  discovered 
the  means  of  separating  sulphur  from  sulphureous  waters — nor  until  1774 
that  the  celebrated  Borgamann  demonstrated  the  existence  of  sulphuret- 
ted hydrogen  gas.  INIeanwhile  physicians  stationed  at  the  several  water- 
ing places  were  active  in  observing  and  noting  the  various  operations  of 
the  different  waters  on  the  human  system,  and  in  determining,  from  ex- 
perience, the  various  cases  in  which  they  were  beneficial  or  injurious. 

Ecperience  the  only  sure  Guide  in  the  Administration,  &fC. — After 
all  that  science  can  effect  in  determining  the  component  parts  of  mineral 
waters,  it  is  experience  alone  in  their  use,  that  can  be  fully  relied  upon 
as  to  their  specific  effects,  or  applicability  to  particular  diseases.  Che- 
mical analysis  is  important  mainly  as  a  matter  of  general  scientific  know- 
ledge, and  may  be  so  far  practically  useful  to  the  physician,  as  to  enable 
him  to  form  correct  general  views  as  relates  to  the  nature  and  powers  of 
the  remedy  ;  but  it  is  fallacious  to  suppose  that  an  analysis,  however 
perfect,  can  ever  enable  the  physician,  in  the  present  state  of  our  know- 
ledge, and  in  the  absence  of  practical  observation,  to  prescribe  a  mineral 
water  with  confidence  or  safety.  An  accurate  knowledge  of  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  mineral  waters,  might  do  much,  I  admit,  to  prevent  the 
incessant  mistakes  and  mischief  which  medical  men  commit  in  sending 
their  patients,  "  hap  hazard,^'  to  drink  mineral  waters  which  are  often 
unadapted  to  their  cases  ;  but  it  never  can,  in  the  absence  of  experi- 
mental knowledge,  qualify  them  for  giving  specific  and  detailed  direc- 
tions for  their  use.  Dr.  John  Bell,  in  his  valuable  work  on  "  Baths  and 
Mineral  Waters,"  has  the  following  sensible  and  judicious  passage  upon 
this  subject.  "  T  wish  not,"  he  says,  "  to  be  ranked  among  the  chemi- 
cal physicians,  who,  having  discorered  the  proportion  of  each  foreign 
ingredient  in  the  mineral  spring,  and  studied  its  operation  on  th.e  economy, 
pretend  to  determine  the  general  effect  of  the  compound.  We  may, 
indeed,  by  a  knowledge  of  the  constituent  parts,  predict,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  medicinal  power  of  the  compound  ;  but  it  is  only  by  multiplied 
facts,  that  is,  experience  of  its  use,  that  we  can  speak  positively  of  its 
virtues." 

In  no  other  country,  perhaps,  do  mineral  waters  abound  in  greater 
variety  than  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  a  subject  of  sincere  regret, 
that  their  nature,  applicability,  and  proper  method  of  administration, 
should  have  been  so  little  studied,  both  by  physicians  and  the  public  at 
large.     It  is   true   that  certain  opinions  generally  prevail  in  enlightened 
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circles,  as  regartls  the  curative  powers  of  some  of  our  more  celebrated 
fountains  ;  and  these  opinions,  so  (ar  as  they  fi;o,  bein^  generally  founded 
on  experience,  may,  in  the  main,  be  tolerably  correct.  Nevertheless, 
there  is  a  lamentable  want  of  inlbrmaiion  generally,  and  even  among  our 
more  enliiihtened  [)hysicians,  as  to  the  specific  nature  and  adaptation  of 
our  mineral  waters  to  particular  diseases — inlormalion,  the  want  of  which 
must  always  disqualify  for  the  safe  and  confident  recommendation  of  tliese 
valuable  agents. 

A  perfect  knowledge  of  the  various  influences,  and  of  the  peculiar 
minute  circumstances  that  control  the  use  of  mineral  waters  in  different 
systems,  as  well  as  tlie  best  methods  of  using  them  in  certain  pathological 
conditions  of  the  system,  must,  as  with  all  other  medicines,  be  learned 
from  observation.  Now  as  physicians  but  rarely  have  an  opportunity  of 
observing  the  use  of  mineral  waters  for  a  sufficient  len^rth  of  time  and  in 
a  sufficient  variety  of  cases,  and  as  but  little  has  been  written  by  those 
who  have  observed  their  effects,  it  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
medical  public  generally  would  be  greatly  enlightened  on  this  subject. 

I  have  said  that  the  opinions  generally  prevailing  in  enlightened  cir- 
cles, relative  to  the  curative  powers  of  our  principal  mineral  fountains, 
being  founded  on  experience,  may,  in  the  main,  be  correct.  I  would 
not  be  understood,  however,  as  advising  a  reliance  upon  such  "popular 
fame."  Information  of  this  kind  is  sufficient  to  awaken  attention  and  in- 
cite inquiry,  but  certainly  should  not  be  implicitly  relied  upon  in  individual 
cases.  At  best,  it  is  generally  "hearsay"  opinion,  made  up,  ordinarily, 
from  partial  and  empirical  sources;  or,  quite  as  likely,  from  the  preju- 
diced accounts  which  are  brought  bv  visiters  from  the  different  watering 
places,  and  which  are  sweepingly  favorable,  or  prejudicial,  as  they  may 
chance  to  have  been  benefited  or  worsted,  and  that  without  reference  to 
the  specific  action  of  the  agent,  or  that  clear  understanding  of  the 
pathology  of  the  case,  which  would  serve  as  a  safe  guide  in  its  applica- 
tion to  others.  Every  physician  knows  how  prone  persons  are  to  err  in 
the  use  of  medicines,  from  the  supposed  resemblance  of  cases.  Often 
am  I  pained  to  see  persons  persevering  in  the  use  of  a  mineral  water  to 
their  evident  prejudice,  and  for  no  better  reason  than  that  Mr.  or  Mrs. 
Such-a-one  was  cured  of  a  disease  supposed  to  be  similar;  or,  by  the 
general  recommendation  of  some  medical  man  who  sent  ihem  to  the 
"mountains"  with  a  '■'■  cartt  blanche^'  to  use  '■'■some  of  the  mineral 
waters.'^  Occasionally  it  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  advise  patients 
to  retrace  their  melancholy  steps  homeward,  without  using  any  of  the 
waters,  because  none  were  adapted  to  their  case. 

Mineral  waters  are  not  a  -panacea ;  they  act  like  all  other  medicines  by 
producing  certain  effects  upon  the  animal  economy,  and  upon  principles 
capable  of  being  clearly  defined.  It  follows,  that  there  are  various  dis- 
eases and  states  of  the  system  to  which  they  are  not  only  not  adapted, 
but  in  which  they  would  be  eminently  injurious. 

Some  years  since,  I  was  requested  to  visit  a  highly-respectable  gentle- 
man, who  had  just  arrived  at  the  White  Sulphur  with  his  family,  from 
one  of  our  distant  cities.      He  was  in  wretched   health,  and  sought  mv 
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advice  as  to  tlie  appllciibility  of  the  water  to  his  case.  On  examination, 
1  felt  astonished  that  any  medical  man  of  intelhgence  should  have  re- 
commended sucii  a  case  to  mineral  waters  for  relief,  I  advised  the  gen- 
tleman to  re-trace  his  steps  homeward,  and  put  himself  under  medical 
treatment,  as  he  had  no  time  to  lose.  Accordingly,  the  ensuing  morning, 
he  re-commenced  his  journey  of  seven  hundred  miles  to  reach  his  home. 
Medicine  did  for  him  what  mineral  waters  were  not  calculated  to  do,  and 
I  have  since  heard  of  his  entire  recovery.  This  gentleman  informed 
me  that  he  had  been  influenced  to  undertake  the  distant,  and,  to  him, 
painful  journey,  by  a  physician  who  had  never  before  prescribed  for  liis 
case,  and  who  candidly  stated  to  him  that  he  knew  but  little  of  the  mine- 
ral waters  of  Virginia  ;  but  had  heard  of  many  cures  from  their  use,  and 
therefore  advised  that  he  should  hasten  to  give  them  a  trial.  Influenced 
by  this  medical  opinion,  the  unfortunate  invalid  had  dragged  himself  and 
his  family  seven  liundred  miles,  under  the  vain  hope  of  finding  a  reme- 
dy, which  the  physician  should,  in  such  a  case,  have  found  in  his  own 
office.  Now  a  little  more  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  our  mineral  wa- 
ters, and  a  more  commendable  caution  in  advising  their  use,  would  have 
prevented  the  heavy  sacrifice  this  gentleman  incurred.  Nor  is  this  by 
any  means  an  isolated  instance — my  case-book  furnishes  me  with  many 
others  equally  strong,  that  have  come  under  my  observation  within  the 
last  few  years. 

Medical  Efficacy,  Sfc- — IMineral  waters  are  exceedingly  valuable  as 
medicinal  agents  ;  are  applicable  to  a  large  circle  of  cases  ;  and  will,  un- 
questionably, cure  many  which  the  ordinary  remedies  of  the  shops  will 
not.  Nevertheless,  it  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  they  are  not  a 
catholicon  ;  that  they  are  not  to  be  used  for  every  disease  ;  and  that  to 
be  prescribed  successfully,  they  must,  like  all  other  niedicines,  be  pre- 
scribed with  reference  to  the  nature  and  pathology  of  the  case.  Nor  is 
this  caution  ordinarily  more  necessary  in  using  the  various  medicines  of 
the  shops   than  in  using  our  more  potent  mineral  waters. 

Some  there  are,  I  know,  who  profess  to  be  unbelievers  in  the  inedicinal 
activity  of  mineral  waters,  and  who,  without  denying  the  benefit  that  is 
often  derived  from  visiting  such  foiuitains,  attribute  the  whole  to  travel, 
change  of  air,  exercise,  relaxation  from  business,  Sic.  &,c.  Now  T  freely 
admit  that  these  are  often  important  agents  in  the  cure  of  a  large  class  of 
cases  ;  but  from  long  experience  at  a  popular  watering  place,  and  the 
numerous  cures  I  have  seen  effected  from  the  water  itself,  totally  discon- 
nected with  any  of  the  adjuncts  alluded  to,  it  would  be  quite  as  easy  to 
convince  me  that  bark  is  not  tonic,  that  jalap  does  not  purge,  or  that 
mercury  will  not  salivate,  as  that  mineral  waters  may  not  be  an  active 
and  potent  means  of  curing  disease,  entirely  inde[)endent  of  the  valuable 
adjuvants  that  have  been  alluded  to. 

The  advocates  of  the  non-efficacy  of  mineral  waters  per  se,  would 
scarcely  persist  in  this  opinion,  al^ter  seeing  the  large  amount  of  active 
medical  material,  obtained  by  evaporation  from  some  of  our  moie  active 
waters;  the  white  sulphur,  (or  instance,  which  yields  more  than  150 
grains  to  the  gallon,  and  which,  upon  analysis,  is  found  to  consist  oi iodine, 
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sulphur,  the  various  comhinafions  of  soda,  magnesia.  amJ  other  active 
ingredients.  Would  it  not  be  absurd  to  believe,  that  so  laro:e  amount  of 
these  efficient  medical  substances,  as  is  usually  taken  into  the  stomach,  bv 
those  who  drink  mineral  waters  in  which  they  abound,  could  fail  to  exert 
^positive  influence  upon  the  economy  ?  My  own  experience,  for  many 
years,  in  tlie  use  of  such  waters,  enables  me  to  bear  the  most  unequivocal 
testimony,  as  to  the  direct  and  positive  influence  of  many  of  them  upon  the 
human  body.  In  the  language  of  tlie  celebrated  Patissier,  I  can  unhesitat- 
ingly say,  that  ''  in  the  general,  mineral  waters  revive  the  languishing  cir- 
culation, give  a  new  direction  to  the  vital  energies,  re-establish  the  perspi- 
ratory action  of  the  skin,  bring  back  to  their  physiological  tvpe  the  vi- 
tiated or  suppressed  secretions,  provoke  salutary  evacuations,  either  by 
urine,  or  stool,  or  by  transpiration  ;  they  bring  about  in  the  animal  econo- 
my an  intimate  transmutation — a  profound  change  ;  they  saturate  the 
sick  body.  How  many  sick  persons,  abandoned  by  their  physicians,  have 
found  health  at  mineral  springs  ?  How  many  individuals,  exhausted  by 
violent  disease,  have  recovered,  by  a  journey  to  mineral  waters,  iheir  tone, 
mobility  and  energy,  to  restore  which,  attempts  in  other  ways  might  have 
been  made  with  less  certitu(ie  of  success."  And  hence,  most  cordially 
do  I  adopt  the  sentiments  ot  the  distinguished  Dr.  Armstrong,  who  in 
speaking  of  the  medicinal  efficacy  of  mineral  waters,  says,  "  1  dare 
pledge  mi/  word,  that,  if  they  be  only  fully  and  fairly  tried,  they  will 
be  found  amongst  the  most  powerful  agents  which  have  ever  been 
brought  to  the  relief  of  human  maladies.'''' 

Modus  Operandi,  fyc. — Various  attempts  have  been  made  to  ac- 
count for  the  peculiar  effects  of  mineral  waters  upon  the  system.  Tliev 
seem  to  act,  in  the  first  place,  as  a  simple  hygienic  agent.  Secondly,  they 
act,  in  accordance  with  their  constituent  ingredients,  specifically  on  the 
animal  economy.  Mineral  waters  exert  their  more  important  influences 
upon  the  human  body  upon  a  different  principle  from  many  of  the  articles 
of  the  materia  medica  ;  they  are  evidently  absorbed,  enter  into  th.e  cir- 
culation, and  change  the  consistence,  as  well  as  the  composition  of  the 
fluids  ;  they  course  through  the  system,  and  apply  the  medica!  materials 
which  they  hold  in  solution,  in  the  most  minute  form  of  subdivision  that 
can  be  conceived  of,  to  the  diseased  surfaces  and  tissues  ;  they  reach  and 
search  the  most  minute  ramifications  of  the  capillarie^^,  and  renmve  the 
morbid  condition  of  those  vessels,  which  are  so  commonly  the  primarv 
seats  of  disease.  It  is  thus  that  they  relieve  chronic  disordered  action, 
and  impart  natural  energy  and  elasticity  to  vessels  that  have  been  dis- 
tended either  by  inflammation  or  congestion — while  they  comniunicate 
an  energy  to  the  muscular  fibre  and  to  the  animal  tissues  generally,  which 
is  not  witnessed  from  the  administration  of  ordinary  remedies. 

Many  of  the  articles  of  the  materia  medica  seem  to  act  by  sympathy 
and  counter-irritation,  and  to  cure  one  organ  of  the  body  by  irritating 
another;  thus  calomel,  by  irritating  the  stomach  and  duodenun),  is  made 
to  act  efficiently  upon  the  liver,  to  which  organ  it  has  a  strong  specific 
tendency.  Not  so,  however,  with  mineral  waters  ;  they  never  cure  one 
organ  by  irritating  another.      I  can  with  confidence  assert,  that   I   have 
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never  seen    tnineral  waters  successfully  used   in  any   case   in  which  they 
kept  up  a  considerable  irritation  upon  any  of  the  organs  of  the  body. 

Both  physicians  and  patients  are  quite  too  niucji  in  the  habit  of  look- 
ing to  the  immediate  and  sensible  operations  of  mineral  waters,  and  of 
judging  of  iheir  efHcacy  from  such  effects.  It  most  cases,  it  is  servicea- 
ble for  such  agents  to  open  the  bow  els  gently  ;  and  in  some,  it  is  best  for 
them  to  purge  actively.  Occasionally,  advantage  is  derived  from  pro- 
moting an  increased  flow  of  urine  or  perspiration  ;  but,  as  a  general  rule, 
the  greatest  good  is  derived  from  tlie  absorption  of  the  water,  resulting  in 
that  ''  profound  change  "  spoken  of  by  I'atissier,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
alterative  action  of  the  remedy.  It  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that 
this  profound  change — this  alterative  effect — is  incompatible  with  con- 
stant or  active  action  of  the  water  upon  any  of  the  emunctories.  This, 
unquestionably,  is  true  as  relates  to  the  White  Sulphur  Water,  with  which 
I  am  most  fau)iliar,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  so  with  all  alterative  waters. 

So  well  convinced  am  I,  that  the  alterative  action  is  the  real  curative 
action  efft-cted  by  sulphur  loaiers,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  where  any  se- 
rious disease  exists,  that,  ordinarily,  I  am  not  solicitous  to  obtain  much 
daily  increase  of  evacuation  from  any  of  the  emunctories.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  often  find  great  advantage  from  the  administration  of  some  ap- 
propriate means  to  prevent  the  too  free  action  of  the  water,  especially  on 
the  bowels  and  kidneys.  As  a  general  rule,  it  is  far  better  that  such  wa- 
ters should  lie  quietly  upon  the  system,  without  manilesting  much  excite- 
ment upon  any  of  the  organs,  and  producing,  at  most,  but  a  small  increase 
in  the  quantity  of  the  ordinary  healthy  evacuations. 

The  quality  or  kind  of  evacuations  produced  by  mineral  waters,  is  a 
matter  of  far  more  importance,  and  when  strong  sulphur  waters  are  used, 
never  fail  to  evidence  the  existence  and  the  extent  to  which  alterative  ac- 
tion is  going  on  in  the  system,  and  to  this,  persons  using  such  waters, 
should  always  pay  a  careful  attention. 

1  have  said  that  the  best  effects  of  mineral  waters,  are  their  alterative 
or  changing  effects  ;  and  that  in  the  administration  of  the  White  Sulphur 
Water,  1  do  not,  ordinarily,  desire  to  provoke  much  increase  of  the 
natural  evacuations.  I  do  not  wish,  however,  to  be  understood  by  this 
general  declaration,  as  laying  down  an  absolute  rule  of  practice  to  govern 
all  cases.  The  administration  of  this  water,  like  the  administration  of 
every  other  active  remedy,  should  be  governed  in  reference  to  the  particu- 
lar character  and  demands  of  each  case  ;  and  in  such  discriminating  prac- 
tice, it  will  sometimes  be  found  best  to  use  it  in  a  manner  to  produce 
active  operations  for  a  short  time.  I  have,  indeed,  generally  found,  that 
those  who  are  actively  purged  by  mineral  waters,  if  they  have  strength 
to  bear  it,  will  be  best  satisfied  with  the  remedy  at  the  time,  and  in  fact, 
are  apt  to  feel  better  at  the  time,  than  those  upon  whom  the  water  is  ex- 
erting but  little  or  no  purgative  effect.  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
fact,  in  the  use  of  the  White  Sulphur  Water,  subject  to  but  few  excep- 
tions, that  those  on  whose  bowels  it  acts  freely,  will  feel  best  xvhile  at  the 
Springs  ;  while  those  who  are  but  little  purged,' will  feel  best  after  they 
have  left  the  Springs,  and  will,  ordinarily,  enjoy  the  most  permanent  ad- 
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vantatje.  The  reason  of  this  is  obvious  ;  in  the  first  case,  the  active 
purgation  throws  off  the  gross  humors  of  the  body,  and  the  patient  feels 
promptly  relieved  ;  in  the  other  case,  the  remedy  lies  upon  the  system, 
is  absorbed,  and  gradually  produces  its  changing  influences— l)ringing  the 
various  secretory  functions  into  a  healthy  condition  —unloading  and 
cleansing  the  machinery  of  the  economy — silently  putting  its  zvorks  to 
rights,  and  mvin'?  them  their  natural  and  healthy  motion.  All  this  re- 
quires  time  for  its  accomplishment  ;  and  hence,  we  often  hear  persons 
say,  "  I  was  no  better  while  at  the  Springs,  but  1  began  to  mend  soon 
after  I  left,  and  have  continued  better  since."  Declarations  of  this 
kind  I  hear  every  day  by  persons  who  have  previously  visited  the  Springs, 
and   they  verify  the  correctness  of  my  proposition. 

Length  of  Time  to  be  used,  ^c. — To  acute  diseases,  mineral  waters 
are  not  adapted  ;  for  ail  such,  they  are  too  exciting,  too  prone  to  increase 
the  activity  of  the  circulation,  and  to  stimulate  the  general  system.  It 
is  in  chronic  diseases  only  that  they  are  found  so  eminently  serviceable. 
By  chronic  diseases  I  mean  those  slow  diseases  of  the  system,  uniformly 
attended  either  with  simple  excitement,  chronic  inflammation,  or  chronic 
congestion  of  the  bloodvessels.  To  be  permanently  beneficial  in  diseases 
of  this  description,  the  use  of  mineral  waters,  like  the  disease  for  which 
they  are  taken,  should  be  "chronic;"  1  mean  an  instantaneous  cure 
should  not  be  expected,  but  that  the  remedy  should  be  persisted  in,  and 
the  cure  gradually  brought  about.  Sulphur  waters  may  be  easily  brought 
into  disrepute  by  short  and  imperfect  trials  of  them.  To  prove  effectual, 
"  they  should  for  the  most  part  be  continued  daily,  in  sufficient  quantity, 
until  the  disease  gives  way,  or  until  their  inefficacy  has  been  lairly  proved 
by  an  unremitted  perseverance.  In  some  cases  of  ophthalmia,  of  rheu- 
matism, and  slight  cutaneous  affections,  I  have  known  them  to  effect  a 
cure  in  two  or  three  weeks,  wliile  in  other  cases,  apparently  similar  in  all 
respects,  twice,  thrice,  or  even  four  times  that  period  has  elajised  before 
the  cure  had  been  accomplished  ;  and  what  is  here  affirmed  of  these 
external  affections,  is  still  more  strongly  applicable  to  internal  diseases, 
which  are  seldom  speedily  overcome  by  these  waters,  bow  completely 
soever  they  may  yield  at  last.  In  illustration  of  this  point  as  to  internal 
diseases,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  I  have  seen  both  chronic  inflammation 
of  the  liver,  and  chronic  inflammation  of  the  rectum,  where  no  benefit  was 
produced  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and  yet  a  continuation  of  the  waters 
for  six  or  eight  weeks  longer  has  eflttced  every  vestige  of  the  morbid  in- 
dications for  which  tiiey  were  prescribed." — (Armstrong  on  Sulphur 
Waters.) 

There  is  no  greater  folly  in  the  use  of  mineral  waters,  than  that  of  lay- 
ing down  a  definite  period  of  time  for  which  they  should  be  used,  with- 
out reference  to  their  effects  upon  the  system.  Like  all  other  medicines, 
mineral  waters  should  be  used,  discontinued,  or  modified  in  their  use,  with 
a  strict  regard  to  their  operations  upon  the  body,  and  to  their  good  or  bad 
effects  upon  the  disease.  Whenever  prescribed,  their  operations  should 
be  watched  with  the  same  care  with  which  we  watch  the  effects  of 
any  other  medicine  ;  and  they  should  be  persevered  in,  or  temporarily,  or 
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permanent)}'  discontinued,  or,  controlled  in  their  action  by  some  appropri- 
ate adJLivant,  according  to  the  indications  presented  in  eacli  case. 

It  will  occur  to  every  reflecting  mind,  that  the  expectation  of  being 
cured,  or  even  essentially  benefited,  in  an  ohsiinate  chronic  disease,  from 
a  few  days'  use  of  any  mineral  water,  is  altogether  unreasonable.  Never- 
theless, I  have  often  seen  persons  at  watering  places  despairing  of  the 
efficacy  of  the  water,  simply  because  it  had  not  produced  an  obvious 
and  appreciable  benefit  in  five  or  six  days.  A  sort  of  stereotyped  ap'\n\on 
indeed  prevails  with  numerous  visiters  to  such  places,  that  the  water 
should  not  in  any  case  be  used  longer  than  two  weeks.  I  scarcely  need 
say  that  this  is  a  most  erroneous  opinion,  and  often  interposes  between 
the  patient  and  his  recovery  ;  irislances  of  which  1  almost  daily  see  at 
the  White  Sulphur.  It  is*  true,  that  some  who  hold  the  unwarrantable 
opinion  alluded  to,  perseveringly  endeavor  to  drink  as  much  in  the  "  two 
weeks,"  as  they  should  do  in  six,  but  this  only  serves  in  a  common  way, 
to  make  them  abandon  it  four  or  five  days  before  their  prescribed  time, 
by  absolutely  disqualifying  the  system  for  its  reception  at  all. 

I  can  say,  as  the  result  of  many  years'  observation,  that  the  White 
Sulphur,  which  is  one  of  the  strongest  sulphur  waters  in  the  world,  rarely 
produces  its  full  alterative  effects  within  two  weeks,  under  its  most  judi- 
cious administration,  and  under  favorable  circumstances  for  its  use  ;  and 
that  three,  four,  five  and  even  eight  weeks  often  elapse  before  it  has 
displayed  its  full  remedial  powers  in  obstinate  cases. 

General  Remarks  on  the  Administration,  ^c.  ^'•c. — Mineral  waters  are 
all  stimulants  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  some  have  attributed  much 
of  their  virtue  to  this  property.  Such  an  opinion,  however,  is  clearly 
erroneous.  I  have  already  remarked  that  such  waters  are  rarely  service- 
able when  they  keep  up  any  considerable  irritation  of  an  organ.  I 
now  remark  that  any  considerable  excitement  of  the  general  orgasm,  is 
equally  prejudicial  :  indeed  I  have  often  been  embarrassed,  and  sometimes 
thwarted  in  the  successful  use  of  mineral  waters,  from  the  prevalence  of 
this  c|uality.  The  amount  of  excitement  resulting  from  the  use  of  such 
waters,  depends  upon  the  nature  of  theirconstituent  prinr^iples  ;  upon  the 
quantity  taken,  the  manner  of  taking  it,  and  the  excitability  of  each  indi- 
vidual's constitution.  If  it  be  a  water  abounding  in  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
gas,  the  most  essential  difference  exists  in  taking  it  ivith  or  without  its  gas ; 
that  is,  in  taking  it  fresh  at  the  spring,  or,  after  its  gas  has  flown  off.  In 
the  use  of  the  White  Sulphur  Water,  with  or  without  its  gas,  the  most 
marked  difference  exists  in  its  stimulating  quality.  In  relation  to  this 
particular  water,  it  is  greatly  advantageous  in  many  cases,  particularly  in 
very  excitable  persons,  to  have  the  gas  expelled  in  part,  or  in  whole,  be- 
fore using  it. 

Some  mineral  waters,  by  varying  the  method  of  their  administration, 
or,  by  the  interposition  of  appropriate  adjuvants,  are  capable  of  extensive 
and  valuable  modified  actions  and  efircis  upon  the  human  body.  The 
White  Sulphur  is  susceptible  of  as  many  varied,  different,  and  modified 
actions  upon  the  system  generally,  and  upon  its  particular  organs,  by 
varying  tlie  methods  of  using  it,  as  is  mercury,  or   antimony,  or  any  of 
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our  leading  therapeutical  agents.  For  instance,  it  can  be  so  used  as  to 
stimulate  distressingly — or,  without  any  appreciable  stiviulating  effect. 
It  can  be  so  given  as  ahnost  invariably  to  purge  actively  ;  or,  wiiiiout 
lessening  the  quantity  producing  such  effect,  but  merely  by  changing  the 
time  and  manner  of  taking  it,  it  can  be  so  given  as  to  exeit  little  or  no 
cathartic  operation.  It  ruay  be  directed  to,  or  restrained  from  the  kid- 
neys, or  skin  ;  and  what,  in  a  general  way,  is  far  more  important,  it  can 
be  so  used  as  to  lie  quietly  on  the  system,  producing  no  excessive  action 
upon  any  of  the  organs,  and,  with  a  quiet  but  sure  progiess,  go  on  break- 
ing up  tile  obstructions  in  the  glandular  organs  and  removing  the  in!|)edi- 
ments  to  the  proper  discharge  of  their  functions  :  equalizing  tlie  ciicula- 
tion,  removing  chronic  inflammations,  and  generally  restoring  the  energies 
of  the  system. 

Between  the  action  of  mercury  and  the  more  powerful  of  the  sulphur 
waters  on  the  organic  system,  the  most  striking  similarity  exists.  Dr. 
Armstrong  long  since  remarked  the  resemblance  between  mercury  and  the 
sulphur  waters  of  Euro[)e,  and  confidently  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
latter  are  equally  as  powerful  as  the  former,  in  their  action  upon  the  secre- 
tory organs  ;  and  with  this  very  important  difference,  that  while  the  long- 
continued  use  of  mercury  in  chronic  disease,  generally  breaks  up  the 
strength,  that  of  the  sulpliur  waters  generally  renovates  the  whole  system. 
Mercury  has  heretofore,  by  common  consent,  been  regarded  as  the  most 
powerful  alterative  we  possess.  I  am  not  prepared  to  dispute  this  high 
claim  of  tlie  medicine,  but  this  much  1  will  assert,  as  a  matter  of  profes- 
sional experience,  that  sulphur  water,  in  my  hands,  has  proved  an  altera- 
tive quite  as  certain  in  its  effects  as  mercury,  though  somewhat  slower  in 
its  operations.  Not  only  so,  I  believe  it  to  be  far  better  adapted  than 
mercury  to  a  large  circle  of  cases  in  which  glandular  obstructions  and 
chronic  inflammations  are  to  be  subdued.  If  the  claims  of  the  two  reme- 
dies for  preference,  were  otherwise  near  equal,  the  great  advantage  on  the 
score  of  safety  from  the  sulphur  water,  would  give  it  an  immense  prefer- 
ence over  its  rival.  Numerous  cases  present  themselves,  however,  in 
which  they  are  used  in  conjunction  to  great  advantage ;  where  this  be- 
comes necessary,  however,  I  have,  as  a  general  rule  of  practice,  found  it 
best  not  to  continue  the  mercury  longer  than  six  or  eight  days  :  nor  is  it 
often  necessary  to  use  it  continually  during  that  period. 

The  effects  of  the  White  Suljjhur  Water  upon  the  human  body  resem- 
ble mercury  in  several  respects.  Not  to  mention  others,  its  resemblance 
is  strikingly  manifest  from  the  fact  of  its  producing  salivation  under  cer- 
tain peculiar  circumstances.  Another  marked  similarity  may  be  men- 
tioned, especially  as  it  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  proper  method  of 
its  administration  :  I  allude  to  the  existence  of  a  phlogistic  diathesis  in 
individuals  with  whom  either  remedy  is  used.  "  VVhen  the  system  re- 
sists the  specific  action  of  mercury,  it  is  a  certain  test  that  the  inflamma- 
tory diathesis  prevails  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  this  is  the  cause  of 
the  resistance  ;  for  lessen  the  inflammatory  diathesis  by  proper  evacua- 
tions, and  the  specific  action  of  the  mercury  will  be  readily  induced." 
The  system  often  offers  the  same  resistance  to  the  succes.«ful  use  of  this 
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water,  which  is  evidently  occasioned  by  the  excess  of  the  inflammatory 
diathesis,  inasmuch  as  when  the  inflammatory  disposition  is  abated  by 
the  lancet,  purgatives,  &;c.,  the  water  promptly  produces  its  wonted  good 
effects.  In  tlie  administration  of  the  While  Sulphur  it  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  keep  this  practical  fact  constantly  in  view,  and  by  pro- 
per treatment  to  keep  down  both  general  and  lf)cal  excitement. 

"  Notwithstanding  mineral  waters  are  so  well  adapted  to  the  cure  of 
chronic  diseases,  it  should  not  be  expected  that  they  will  be  uniformly 
successful  ;  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  such  diseases  are  only  re- 
mediable when  unconnected  with  alterations  of  organic  tissue,  which  is 
their  ultimate  and  mortal  product.  Nor  is  it  reasonable  to  expect  that 
any  plan  of  treatment  will  succeed  in  all  cases  of  chronic  disease  uncon- 
nected with  alteration  of  tissue  ;  and  I  have  accordingly  found  the  me- 
thods recominendetl,  at  times  ineffectual,  even  when  they  were  tried  un- 
der circumstances  which  simply  indicated  disorder  of  the  function,  with- 
out any  concomitant  sign  of  disorganization." 

Errors  and  Abuse  of  Mineral.  fVatcrs,  &fc.  fyc — I  have  before  al- 
hided  to  sonie  o!"  the  abuses  of  mineral  waters,  by  those  who  resort  to 
them  for  relief — this  subject,  I  conceive,  may  be  still  further  pursued 
with  profit  to  my  readers.  To  one  familiar  with  the  many  errors  and 
mistakes  comniilled  in  the  use  of  mineral  waters  in  this  country,  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  numbers  return  from  visiting  our  most  celebrated  watering 
places,  without  having  received  any  essential  benefit;  it  is  rather  a  mat- 
ter of  surprise  that  so  large  an  amount  of  good  is  achieved.  The  pre- 
cautions in  the  use  of  such  waters,  deemed  indispensable  in  France,  Ger- 
manv  and  England,  are  greatly  neglected  here.  There,  the  advice  of 
a  competent  physician  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  pecu- 
liarities of  the  water,  is  thought  so  im|)ortant,  that  persons  rarely  enter 
upon  theii'  use  without  such  advice,  and  at  some  places  are  actually  not 
permitted  to  do  so.  If  similar  precautions  were  more  commonly  adopted 
by  visiters  at  our  various  watering  places,  a  far  larger  amount  of  good 
would  be  achieved  to  the  afflicted,  much  injury  prevented,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  several  waters  better  established  and  preserved.  It  is  a 
subject  of  daily  and  painful  observation  at  all  of  our  principal  watering 
places,  to  witness  numerous  individuals  using  mineral  waters  that  are  not 
adapted  to  their  cases  ;  and  still  more  common  is  it  to  see  those,  to  whose 
cases  they  are  adapted,  using  them  so  improperly  as  entirely  to  prevent 
the  good  they  would  accomplish  under  a  proper  administration.  Profes- 
sor Mutter,  of  Philadelphia,  makes  the  f)IIowing  juflicious  remarks  when 
speaking  of  the  use  and  abuse  of  mineral  waters  in  this  country.  "  Like 
everv  other  remedy  of  any  efficacy,  mineral  waters  are  liable  to  abuse, 
and  it  is  really  astonishing  that  such  glaring  errors  should  be  daily  com- 
mitted, not  only  by  the  patients,  but  often  by  the  physicians  who  recom- 
mend their  employment.  It  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  occurrence 
(and  those  who  have  visited  the  springs  of  our  country,  will  bear  me  out 
in  the  statement  I  am  about  to  make),  for  an  individual  to  arrive,  furnished 
with  a  '  carte  blanche,'  from  a  physician  who  has  probably  little  or  no 
knowled're  of  the    active   properties  of  the  agent    he    recommends,  to 
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use  the  water  as  he  may  see  fit,  or  with  merely  a  charge  to  "  use  it  with 
•caution.'  Others  are  sent  without  any  direction  whatever,  in  the  hope 
that  the  water  may  suit  tlieir  condition,  and  come  trusting  in  Providence 
alone.  Others,  again,  arrive  with  written  instructions,  to  drink  so  many 
glasses  of  ttie  water  per  diem,  whether  Vt  agrees  with  them  or  not.  Many 
patients  do  not  take  the  advice  of  a  physician  at  all,  but  relying  on  tlie 
representations  of  those  who  have  derived  benefit,  imagine  that  they,  too, 
will  be  cured,  allliough  in  all  probability,  from  the  nature  of  their  disease, 
the  water  may  be  the  most  prejudicial  to  which  they  could  resort.  Used 
in  this  careless  and  dangerous  manner,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  so 
many  individuals  leave  the  springs,  either  not  at  all  benefited,  or  in  a 
worse  condition  than  when  they  arrived.  The  regulations  which  are 
thought  necessary,  and  which  are  adopted  in  most  European  countiies, 
especially  France  and  Germany,  during  the  use  of  a  u)ineral  water,  are 
either  unknown  or  neglected  in  this.  There,  nearly  every  spring  is  sup- 
plied with  an  experienced  physician,  one  familiar  with  the  character  of 
the  water,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  charge  of  the  sick  as  they  arrive  ; 
here,  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  those  who  frequent  our  watering 
places  have  to  rely  on  chance  for  medical  aid.      Is  this  as  it  should  be? 

A  vague  impression  seems  to  pervade  the  public  mind,  that  mineral 
waters,  as  medicinal  agents,  are  totally  unlike  all  other  medicines,  and 
that  in  their  administration  there  is  no  necessity  for  observing  any  cautions 
or  for  adopting  extraneous  expedients  to  procure  the  best  effects  of  the 
agent  employed.  This  is  an  error  as  injurious  as  it  is  common,  and  ought 
to  be  corrected  in  the  public  mind.  Our  more  potent  mineral  waters 
ought  indeed  to  be  legularly  incorporated  into  our  materia  medica,  their 
several  qualities  properly  defined,  and  the  medical  mind  thus  instructed  to 
regard  tliem  not  only  as  valuable  therapeutical  agents,  per  se,  but  as  agents 
capable  of  extensive  and  valuable  modifications  in  their  application  to  dis- 
ease. A  pathological  practice  should  be  established  in  relation  to  them, 
not  less  strict  than  in  relation  to  the  ordinary  remedies  of  the  shops,  and 
the  best  means  of  influencing  their  sanative  operations  on  the  system 
understood. 

The  physician  who  desires  to  throw  his  patient  under  the  alterative 
influence  of  mercury,  is  not  so  discouraged  as  to  abandon  the  remedy, 
if  it  chance  at  first  to  run  off  by  the  bowels,  and  thus  thwart  his  object ; 
but  either  by  changing  the  method  of  using  his  medicine,  or  by  uniting 
with  it  some  soothing  asti'ingent,  he  ultimately  effects  the  important  ob- 
ject in  view.  Neither  should  the  physician  be  discouraged  in  the  use  of 
a  mineral  water  because  it  occasionally  manifests  a  vagrant  and  impro- 
per effect,  for  facilities  can  be  commanded  to  control  its  operations  as 
readily  as  we  can  control  the  improper  operations  of  mercury.  Such 
facilities  may  generally  be  found,  either  in  an  increase  or  diminution  of 
the  quantity  taken — an  alteration  of  the  periods  at  which  it  has  been 
taken — or,  in  the  manner  of  using  it  (where  gases  prevail),  in  relation  to 
its  gaseous  or  ungaseous  form.  Occasionally,  medical  adjuvants  are 
found  necessary,  and  then  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  those  most 
simple,  and  which  least  deranged  the  anitnal  economy* 


80  Epidemic  Erysipelatous  Fever. — No.  II. 

As  a  general  rule,  I  have  found  mineral  waters  most  serviceable  in 
those  cases  in  which  the  stomach  and  general  system  tolerated  them 
readily  ;  yet  such  toleration  depends  so  much  upon  the  proper  ^rejjara- 
tioii  of  the  s)/stem,  and  the  manner  of  using  the  water,  that  the  patient 
should  by  no  means  infer  that  it  is  unsuited  to  his  case,  simply  because  it 
has  manifested  some  i(nproper  operation  in  the  comfnencement.  For, 
as  before  intimated,  it  will  often  happen,  that  by  changing  the  method  of 
using  the  water,  or  by  the  administration  of  some  appropriate  adjuvant, 
the  difficulty  will  all  be  removed,  and  the  agent  afterwards  act  most  plea- 
santly and  profitably  upon  the  system. 

I  have  thought  that  the  foregoing  remarks  on  mineral  umters  in  general 
were  properly  preliminary  to  the  consideration  of  the  specific  nature  and 
medical  applicability  of  our  several  mineral  fountains,  of  which  1  pro- 
pose to  treat  in  subsequent  numbers. 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  Feb.  1st,  1844. 
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[Communicated    for    the    Boston    Medical    and    Surgical    Journal.] 

Observing  practitioners  cannot  fail  to  have  noticed  an  immense  pathogno- 
monic and  pathological  difference  between  the  erysipelatous  fever  which 
has  so  extensively  prevailed  for  some  years  past,  at  numerous  places,  for 
certain  periods,  and  the  peculiar  and  specific  disease  generally  denomi- 
nated erysipelas.  The  former,  in  all  its  aspects  or  protean  forms,  is  a 
constitutional  affection,  having  a  local  determination.  The  latter,  it 
would  seem  frofn  some  of  the  best  authorities,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
and  even  from  the  general  understanding  of  the  medical  community,  is 
simply  a  local  disease  of  a  specific  character.  J.  Hunter  denominates  it 
an  "  erysipelatous  iuJiammatio7i."  Genuine  erysipelas  Galen  regarded 
merely  a  cutaneous  affection.  He  avers,  "  Si  exquisitam  fuerit  erysipe- 
las, folius  cutis  est  affectus."  Hippocrates  appears  to  have  regarded  it 
not  only  as  a  local  affection,  but  as  originating  from  a  local  cause.  Hence 
his  aphoristic  averment,  that  "an  erysipelas  will  arise  from  a  desudation 
of  a  bone." 

Both  S.  Cooper  and  M.  Lawrence  describe  erysipelas  as  a  cutaneous 
disease,  sometimes  affecting  the  subjacent  tissue.  Willan,  Bateman,  and 
even  Wilson,  in  his  late  natural  classific  arrangement,  place  it  among  affec- 
tions of  the  dermoid  systetn.  To  be  sure,  in  some  instances  pyrexia  is 
introduced ;  it  would  seem,  however,  rather  as  an  accidental  occurrence 
than  as  an  essential  concomitant.  These  characteristics  it  is  certain  can- 
not embrace  the  epidemic  which  is  the  subject  of  these  remarks.  In  this, 
febrile  commotion  is  an  essential  feature.  Indeed,  without  pyrexia,  so 
far  as  the  epidemic  has  fallen  under  my  observation,  it  has  no  existence. 

Those  local  affections  which  lall  under  the  denomination  of  erysipelas, 
as  above  described,  although  they  may  exist,  and  probably  always  do  oc- 
cur during  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  erysipelatous  fever,  yet  there 
exists  between  the  two  complaints  a  manifest  discrepancy.     In  the  local 
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complaints  there  is  a  close  specific  analogy,  if  not  an  iiJenlity,  with  those 
accompanied  with  fever,  but  the  absence  of  the  general  constitutional 
pyrexia)  disease  makes  these  local  manifestations  entirely  different  con- 
cerns. They  bear  the  same  relation  to  erysipelatous  pyrexia,  that  second- 
ary variolous  pustules  do  to  true  variola  ;  or,  it  may  be,  the  same  which 
a  simple  inflammation  of  a  lymphatic  gland  does  to  a  pestilential  bubo. 

To  mark  more  clearly  the  distinction  between  these  local  cases  and 
those  truly  febrile,  1  have  preferred  to  call  the  latter  erysipelatous  fever ; 
and  if  the  long-known  name  erysipelas  be  confined  to  the  local  cases,  no 
great  evil  can  be  apprehended,  and  much  convenience  may  result.  This 
distinction  exists  in  nature,  or  is  presented  in  practice,  and  it  surely  ought 
to  find  a  place  in  our  nomenclature.  It  would  seem  that  the  reference 
of  this  set  of  diseases  to  the  class  of  exanthems,  as  has  been  done  by 
Cullen,  Good,  and  others,  may  have  obviated  the  difficulty.  This,  how- 
ever, is  disposing  of  the  subject  in  a  very  summary  manner.  The  class 
of  exanthematic  diseases  is  not  very  well  defined.  Under  it  are  grouped 
disorders  of  very  diverse  and  opposite  characters,  agreeing  in  a  very  few 
particulars  only.     This  whole  class  or  order  requires  a  careful  revision. 

Dr.  Good  says,  "  erysipelas  is  an  idiopathic  fever,  prodiicins:  an  ery- 
thematic  effiorcscence."  In  its  epidemic  character  it  is  truly  an  idiopathic 
fever,  generally  producing  in  its  local  manifestations  much  more  than 
what  "  erythematic  efflorescence"  will  imply.  The  sur(\ice  of  the  body, 
the  cellular  texture,  the  brain,  the  lungs,  the  abdominal  viscera,  the  liga- 
ments, the  cartilages,  and  even  the  bones,  are  subjects  of  its  ravages. 
In  each  of  these  parts  of  the  body  the  writer  has  witnessed  its  destruc- 
tive consequences.  The  severity  of  these  local  manifestations  generally 
has  been  proportionate  to  the  intensity  of  the  preceding  or  accompany- 
ing fever.  When  they  have  occurred  without  being  either  preceded  or 
followed  by  constitutional  febrile  disturbance,  little  or  no  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended.  During  the  prevalence  of  our  epidemic  of  1842,  I 
was  desired  to  visit  a  woman  who  was  said  to  have  been  severely  attacked 
in  the  head.  F  found  her  at  the  wash-tub,  having  nearly  finished  her 
washing,  although  one  side  of  her  head  and  half  of  her  face  were  cover- 
ed with  an  erysipelatous  inflammation  to  such  a  degree  as  to  close  one 
eye.  There  was  no  constitutional  affection,  and  health  was  speedily  re- 
stored. These  local  affections  sometimes  occurred  without  any  discove- 
rable cause;  more  frequently,  however,  they  resulted  from  some  local 
lesion  or  irritation.  A  slight  scratch,  wound,  extraction  of  a  tooth,  or  the 
irritation  caused  by  a  diseased  tooth,  not  unfrequently  produced  this  spe- 
cific inflammation.  In  1826  several  instances  occurred  from  venesection. 
Although  these  local  manifestations  may  generally  be  said  to  be  devoid 
of  much  danger,  thev  ou'dit  not  to  be  regarded  as  trivial  or  unimportant. 
They  sometimes  appeared  to  originate  the  constitutional  disease.  Under 
these  circumstances  all  the  evils  of  the  idiopathic  fever  are  to  be  appre- 
hended, especially  if  the  patient  be  enceint.  During  our  first  epidemic 
of  this  kind,  a  valuable  lady  in  this  situation  was  bled  by  one  of  my 
medical  friends  ;  the  edges  of  the  puncture  were  attacked  with  erysipela- 
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tous  inflammation,  the  constitutional  affection  speedily  ensued,  and  deatlr 
resulttr^d  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

This  local  disease  so  generally  followed  any  local  injury,  or  solution  of 
continuity,  that  in  the  late  visitation  of  the  epidemic  erysipelas  in  this 
\aciniiy,  in  1842  and  3,  several  of  my  medical  friends  declined  either  to 
extract  a  tooth  or  to  perform  venesection,  except  in  cases  of  actual  neces- 
sity. No  instance  has  fallen  under  my  observation,  or  have  I  been  in- 
formed of  any,  in  which  any  evil  of  this  nature  has  ever  resulted  from 
the  use  of  the  lancet  in  a  person  laboring  under  the  erysipelatous  epi- 
demic. In  both  our  epidemics,  more  especially  in  the  latter,  these  local 
developments  were  generally  of  the  erratic  character,  and  commonly  of 
the  phlegmonous  variety.  They  usually  appeared  within  the  first  forty- 
eight  hours  of  the  febrile  invasion,  sometimes  at  the  onset.  The  pha- 
rynx and  tonsils  presented  an  erythematic  aspect,  resembling  diphtheiite, 
having  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  lividity.  To  this  would  succeed  a 
metastasis  to  the  ear,  face  or  scalp — and  thus  progressively  the  skin  and 
cellular  texture  of  the  whole  body  were  occasionally  affected.  If  in  its 
peregrinations  the  local  development  occurred  in  a  vital  organ,  the  event 
would  speedily  ensue  either  in  recovery  or  death.  If  it  became  deeply 
seated  in  the  cellular  texture,  a  bone  or  large  joint,  extreme  and  pro- 
tracted suffering  was  to  be  anticipated.  I  several  times  saw  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Larabee,  ofSlioreham,  patient  of  Dr.  Hitchcock,  in  whom  the  local 
manifestation  terminated  in  a  large  abscess  in  the  side  of  the  chest,  in- 
volving the  large  pectoral  muscle,  axilla  and  clavicle,  which  latter  finally 
became  separated  from  the  scapula.  She  recovered.  As  counsel,  1  saw 
a  patient  of  Dr.  Maxfield,  of  Panton,  with  a  similar  abscess.  The  pa- 
tient, a  man  upwards  of  fifty,  ultimately  died  after  almost  a  year's  suffer- 
ing. And  my  friend,  the  late  Dr.  Lucius  Smith,  of  Brandon,  whom  I 
several  times  visited,  had  a  like  termination  under  the  fascia  of  the  leg. 
He  died  after  about  sixty  days'  severe  suffering.  J.  A.  Allen. 

Middlebury,  Vt.,  Feb.  I3th,  1844. 


AUTO-SURGICAL   OPERATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  this  case  is  sufficiently   worthy  of  an  insertion  in  the  Medical 
Journal,  it  is  at  your  service  ;  if  not,  you  can  pass  it  by. 

A  very  singular  operation  took  place  a  short  lime  since  in  a  town  about 
twenty-five  miles  fro(n  this  city.  It  appears  that  two  young  men,  from 
18  to  20  years  old,  had  for  several  years  been  much  addicted  to  the 
habit  of  masturbation.  One  of  these,  during  that  time,  liad  suffered 
much  from  ill  health,  and  a  great  part  of  the  time  bad  required  the  atten- 
dance of  a  physician.  But  the  true  cause  of  his  complaints  not  being 
known,  he  obtained  no  relief,  and  continued  to  grow  worse;  until  at 
length  he  became  much  debilitated,  and  his  mind  considerably  affected — 
when,  from  some  book,  or  by  accident,  he  received  a  hint  as  to  the  cause 
of  his  troubles.     He  immediately  made  efforts  to  overcome  the  habit,  but 
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not  having  moral  courage  sufficient,  he  made  an  agreement  with  his  asso- 
ciate to  perform  the  operation  of  castration  upon  themselves,  and  appoint- 
ed a  time  for  tlie  purpose.  But  his  friend,  intimidated  by  his  resolution, 
did  not  abide  by  the  agreement,  and  he  was  left  to  do  it  alone.  However, 
he  was  determined  that  it  should  be  done,  and  took  the  opportunity,  when 
he  was  under  great  fatigue  (having  walked  a  distance  of  twenty  miles 
from  a  muster-field,  where  he  had  carried  a  gun  all  day)  thinking  that  he 
should  soon  sink  into  repose  and  be  insensible  to  the  pain.  Accordingly 
before  retiring,  he  applied  a  ligature  (as  is  practised  upon  some  animals), 
tightly  enclosing  the  testicles  below  it,  and  let  it  remain  on  the  whole  night. 
In  the  morning,  finding  the  parts  discolored,  attended  with  considerable 
pain,  and  thinking  the  operation  would  be  long  and  tedious,  he  resolved  to 
complete  it  at  once  ;  and,  going  out  to  a  secluded  place,  and  removing  the 
ligature,  with  a  common  jack-knife  sharpened,  he  made  an  incision  into 
the  scrotum,  drew  down  the  spermatic  cords,  that  he  might  do  it  tho- 
roughly, as  he  said,  and  severed  them  close  to  the  abdomen.  He  intend- 
ed to  have  kept  it  a  secret ;  but  hemorrhage  came  on  so  violently,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  disclose  it — thus  these  particulars  were  discovered.  In 
restraining  the  hemorrhage,  it  was  impossible  to  take  up  the  vessels,  as 
they  had  retracted  out  of  reach;  and  a  large  sponge,  compressed  small, 
was  forced  into  the  wound,  when,  as  soon  as  a  coagula  had  formed  about 
it,  the  hemorrhage  entirely  ceased,  and  the  patient  is  now  doing  very 
well.  B.  L.  Ball. 

February,  1844. 
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Nat7traJ  Fov.ntain  of  Hydrogen  Gas  at  Fort  Gratiot. — We  are  indebt- 
ed to  Lieut.  Marcy,  of  the  United  States  Army,  for  the  following  account 
of  a  natural  curiosity  in  the  western  country.  It  is  communicated  in  a 
letter  to  the  editor,  under  date  of  Feb.  4,  1844. 

"My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  a  place  a  short 
•distance  from  here,  where  a  discovery  has  recently  been  made  which  ap- 
pears to  me  very  curious.  While  examining  it,  it  occurred  to  me  that  a 
description  of  it  would  interest  you  more  than  any  other  of  my  acquaint- 
ances. A  farmer,  about  six  miles  from  here,  was  boring  for  water,  and 
had  penetrated  the  earth  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet,  when,  upon  drawing 
out  his  augur,  he  heard  a  deep  gurgling  noise  at  the  bottom  of  the  hole 
he  had  made,  and  immediately  a  column  of  gas  burst  from  it  with  the 
most  terrific  violence,  rising  to  the  height  of  seventy  feet,  carrying, 
with  it  stones  and  pieces  of  clay  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  e^g,  and  attended 
with  a  noise  very  similar  to  that  of  letting  off  steam  from  a  large  steam- 
boat. This  continued,  with  unabated  violence,  for  thirtv-six  hours,  when 
it  moderated  a  little,  and  a  pipe  was  inserted  in  the  hole  with  a  stop-cock. 
The  proprietor  has  attached  to  this  smaller  pipes,  which  convey  the  gas 
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into  his  house,  and  light  it  in  the  most  brilliant  manner  imaginable. 
It  appears  to  be  hydrogen  gas,  almost  pure  ;  it  burns  with  a  lambent  blue 
flame,  without  odor,  extinguishes  flame  when  immersed  in  it,  and  possess- 
es the  properties  of  hydrogen  according  to  all  the  tests  that  it  was  in  my 
power  to  apply  at  the  time. 

I  am  aware  that  this  gas  has  been  found  in  crevices  of  rocks,  and  in 
great  quantities  ;  but  I  have  never  heard  of  its  being  found  in  a  similar 
locality  to  this,  and  in  such  quantity,  before.  The  country  in  the  vicinity 
is  low  and  wet,  and  the  soil  alluvial.  In  boring  for  water,  ihe  proprietor 
informed  me  that  he  penetrated  ninety-four  feet  through  a  plastic  blue  clay  ; 
he  then  passed  through  a  stratum  of  coarse  gravel,  when  he  encountered 
a  stratum  of  dark  bituminous  shale  of  about  two  feet  in  thickness  ;  then 
into  a  stratum  of  clay  and  gravel  mixed,  and  it  was  while  boring  in  this 
that  the  gas  burst  forth.  The  reservoir  must  be  very  extensive,  as  the 
tubes  have  been  kept  constantly  open  ever  since  the  discovery  of  the  gas 
(about  thret  months),  and  a  sufficient  quantity  has  been  kept  ignited  to 
warm  and  light  the  house  of  the  proprietor  during  that  time.  Yet  the 
supply  does  not  appear  to  diminish.     I  am  very  respectfully  yours, 

R.  B.  Marcy. 

University  of  Maryland — Impeachment  of  Professor  Hall. — A  difficulty 
existed  in  the  board  of  medical  professors,  it  seems,  last  season,  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  which  took  the  form 
of  a  complaint  against  R  W.  Hall,  M.D.,  who  was  thought  not  properly 
to  sustain  the  chair  in  which  he  had  been  comfortably  seated  many  years. 
A  very  stout  pamphlet  is  out  upon  the  world  with  this  title — "  Testi- 
mony in  the  Matter  of  the  Impeachment  of  Professor  R.  W.  Hall,  before 
the  Regents  of  the  University  of  Maryland.  By  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  G.  W. 
Dobbin  and  C.  F.  Mayer,  Esqs.,  acting  as  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Regents." 

All  this  formidable  affair  commenced  on  Friday,  the  18th  of  August, 
184-3 — and,  according  to  the  evidence,  actually  ended  in  nothing  but  smoke. 
The  Professor  is  still  at  his  post,  says  report,  as  popular  as  ever,  and  as  ob- 
noxious, too.  One  would  have  supposed  that  he  would  have  fled  from 
that  seat  of  learning,  as  Lot  fled  from  the  burning  cities  of  the  plain, 
after  such  a  formidable  movement  in  relation  to  his  competency  as  a 
teacher — his  alleged  unwillingness  to  pay  old  scores,  &c.  But  after  all 
this  array  of  court  etiquette,  solemnity  of  procedure,  and  magisterial  dig- 
nity in  conducting  the  impeachment,  Dr.  Hall,  we  understand,  is  still  on 
the  ground,  and  so  are  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  was  associated  when 
this  great  public  excitement  commenced. 

Thus  much  for  a  preface,  having  in  view  a  further  comment,  together  with 
an  occasional  extract  from  the  pamphlet,  hereafter.  Before  leaving  the  sub- 
ject, however,  we  are  happy  in  saying  that  the  University  School  of  Medi- 
cine is  flourishing  exceedingly.  We  were  present,  a  few  days  ago,  at  one 
of  Dr.  Smith's  lectures,  and  noticed,  with  a  feeling  of  gratification,  that 
the  class  was  not  only  large,  but  made  up  of  gentlemen  who  were  atten- 
tively storing  up  the  rich  treasure  of  knowledge  from  the  experience  and 
store-house  of  their  eminent  instructer. 


French  Systevi  of  Obstetric  Medicine. — Dr.  Gunning  S.   Bedford,  one 
of  the  professors  of  the  University  of  New  York,  whose  name  is  not  un- 
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known  to  the  fraternity,  will  soon  complete  a  translation,  from  the  French, 
of  M.  Chailly's  Treatise  on  Obstetrics,  the  present  text-book  of  the  Paris 
schools  of  medicine.  From  the  familiarity  which  Dr.  Bedford  has  with 
that  department,  having  been  a  public  teacher  many  years,  the  medical 
public  have  every  reason  to  expect  a  very  important  and  complete  work. 


A  Pattern  of  Medical  Industry. — Dr.  A.  Sidney  Doane,  who  has  pro- 
bably translated  a  greater  number  of  important  books  from  the  French,  on 
medicine  and  surgery,  than  any  other  man  in  this  country,  to  say  nothing 
of  his  celebrated  notes  and  commentaries  on  Good's  Study  of  Medicine, 
has  again  resumed  the  business  in  which  he  so  much  excels.  From  his 
reputation  for  untiring  industry,  it  is  presumed  that  a  series  of  new  and 
valuable  books  may  be  expected.  He  could  keep  a  pretty  extensive  pub- 
lishing house  actively  employed,  were  he  disposed  to  make  an  extra  exer- 
tion. All  Dr.  Doane's  remodelled  publications  have  been  favorably  re- 
ceived— and  they  should  be,  for  he  preserves  the  truth  and  spirit  of  the 
authors. 


Medical  Catalogues. — These  have  accumulated  very  fast  of  late,  but  we 
are  at  present  unable  to  bestow  that  attention  upon  them  which  is  their 
due.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that  they  all  give  evidence 
of  unusual  prosperity,  and  the  multiplication  of  members  of  the  profession 
may  therefore  be  expected.  With  the  increase  of  students,  there  is  a  de- 
cided effort,  of  a  commendable  character,  with  every  chair,  to  increase  the 
facilities,  without  enhancing  the  price,  of  instruction. 


Neio  Treatment  of  Uterine  Affectio?is. — A  medical  gentleman  of  Phila- 
delphia has  discovered  a  new  method  of  managing  certain  morbid  condi- 
tions of  the  uterus,  which  has  given  rise  to  some  interest,  not  perhaps  be- 
cause there  is  any  new  principle  developed,  but  principally  on  account  of 
the  novelty  of  the  thing.  Within  a  few  months,  or  weeks,  we  are  not 
certain  as  it  regards  the  exact  period,  he  read  a  paper  before  the  Phila- 
delphia Medical  College  that  would  create  a  sensation,  it  is  said,  were  it 
published. 

If  some  one  in  that  city  would  have  the  kindness  to  send  a  copy  of  the 
article  to  Massachusetts,  it  might  be  widely  circulated,  and  excite  equal 
interest  in  this  direction. 


A  System  of  Physiology  in  Honolulu. — A  communication  was  received 
a  short  time  since  at  the  Mission  House,  in  this  city,  in  which  mention 
is  made  of  the  following  curious  fact.  Dr.  Andrews,  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Service,  stationed  at  Honolulu,  is  preparing  a  work  on  human 
physiology,  in  the  native  language.  He  has  sent  out  a  request  for  various 
drawings  and  plates,  to  illustrate  the  text.  This  is  really  a  very  inter- 
esting enterprise.  About  four  years  ago  the  Class  Book  of  Anatomy, 
published  in  this  city  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Davis,  was  translated  into  the  Sand- 
wich Island  dialect,  and  many  of  the  best  plates  copied  on  copper  by  na- 
tive artists.  That,  with  the  system  of  physiology  now  in  preparation, 
show  that  there  is  a  thirst  for  knowledge  in  the  isles  of  the  sea.    It  seems. 
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too,  that  both  these  works  are  for  common  schools.  They  are  therefore 
giving-  an  excellent  example  of  what  should  be  done  in  every  district 
school  in  the  United  States,  viz.,  have  the  elements  of  anatomy  and 
physiology  regularly  taught. 


Tying  the  S^ihclavian  Artery. — Dr.  Warren,  Sen.,  of  this  city,  perform- 
ed the  very  critical  and  important  operation  of  tying  the  subclavian,  on 
the  16th,  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  on  a  middle-aged  man, 
the  details  of  which  will  unquestionably  be  given  to  the  medical  public 
very  soon.  We  believe  this  is  the  first  time  the  operation  was  ever  per- 
formed in  New  England,  and  only  the  third  case  in  the  United  States. 
The  patient  is  doing  extremely  well. 


Extraction  of  a  Rag  from  the  Nostril. — Dr.  Hayward,  in  presence  of 
his  students,  on  Saturday,  Feb.  24th,  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital, took  from  the  nostril  of  a  child  a  bit  of  rag,  which  had  been  snugly 
lodged  there  one  entire  year.  Being  completely  coated  with  mucus,  it 
was  conceived  to  be  a  polypus.  The  extraction  by  forceps  was  exceed- 
ingly easy  for  the  patient,  and  a  cure  was  of  course  instantly  efTected. 


Sto7?iach  Pump. — In  the  article  last  week,  in  which  large  doses  were 
said  to  be  administered  in  a  case  of  poisoning,  we  unintentionally  omitted 
to  mention  that  the  case  occurred  in  Dr.  Warren's  pratice,  before  the 
invention  of  the  stomach  pump. 


Lecture  Fees  in  the  Boston  Medical  School. — In  consequence  of  a  mis- 
print in  the  fees  of  the  professors  in  the  medical  department  of  Harvard 
University,  we  publish  the  following  correct  list  of  their  fees  : — Anato- 
my and  Operative  Surgery,  $15.  Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
$10.  Materia  Medica,  $10.  Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery, 
$10.  Chemistry,  $15.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical 
Medicine,  $15. 

Casileton  Medical  College. — We  are  informed  that  the  name  of  Wel- 
lington Duke  Murphy,  of  N.  Carolina,  should  have  been  included  in  the 
list  of  graduates  of  this  institution,  on  page  386  of  our  last  volume. 


Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane. — At  the  date  of  the  last  report, 
there  were  one  hundred  and  eighteen  patients  in  the  Hospital,  since 
which  one  hundred  and  forty  have  been  admitted,  and  one  hundred  and 
iwenl\'-six  have  been  discharged  or  died,  leaving  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  under  care  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Of  those  discharged,  were  cured,  68;  much  improved,?;  improved, 
14;  stationary,  20  ;  died,  17. 

Ten  males  and  seven  females  have  died  during  the  year.  Of  these, 
three  were  cases  of  apoplexy  (two  being  third  attacks),  three  were  cases 
oi  dysentery,  of  a   violent  form,  with  which  several  of  our  debilitated  pa- 
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lients  were  attacked  during  the  past  summer  ;  2  died  from  abscess  of  the 
kidneys;  1  from  chronic  bronchitis;  1,  cancer  of  the  intestines;  1, 
ulceration  of  tlie  intestines  of  long  standing;  1,  erysipelas,  with  effusion 
in  the  thorax  ;  1,  gradual  wasting  of  the  powers  of  life  ;  1,  sudden  death, 
in  a  case  of  enlargement  of  the  heart,  with  ossification  of  the  aorta  ;  2 
were  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  brain,  dying  on  the  fourth  day  after  ad- 
mission ;  and  one  patient,  who  had  been  under  high  excitement  for  some 
time,  fell  into  a  state  of  collapse,  and  died  a  few  hours  after  reaching  the 
Hospital. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  patients  have  been  admitted  since  the 
opening  of  the  Hospital.  Of  the  supposed  causes  of  insanity  in  these  cases, 
some  of  the  more  prominent  were  as  follows.  Ill  health  of  various  kinds, 
64;  intemperance,  26;  joss  of  property,  failures,  &c.,  32  ;  disappointed 
affections,  10  ;  intense  study,  8;  domestic  difficulties,  S  ;  grief,  loss  of 
friends,  &;c.,  28;  religious  excitement,  21;  w-ant  of  employment,  12  ; 
puerperal  state,  13  ;  masturbation,  3;  mental  anxiety,  10. — Dr.  Kirk- 
bride's  Annual  Report. 


Medical  Prize  Essays  among  Students. — The  prizes  for  the  annual 
dissertations  read  before  the  Boylston  Medical  Society  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, were  awarded  to  the  following  gentlemen  :  — 

First  Prize.— To  William  R.  Lawrence,  of  Brookline,  for  an  article  on 
dyspepsia. 

Second  Prize.— To  Wm.  Thayer,  of  Boston,  on  the  causes  of  phthisis. 

Third  Prize.— To  F.  S.  Ainsworth,  of  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  on 
erysipelas. 


To  CoRRESPOiVnENTs. — Dr.  Knowlton's  paper  on  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal 
Fever,  Dr.  Crane's  case  of  Anomalous  Convulsions,  Dr.  Tabor's  Bibliography  of 
Tobacco,  and  some  critical  remarks  on  Dr.  Lane's  Physiology,  have  been  receiv- 
ed for  publication. 

Books,  &c.,  RFCEivF.n.— Dr.  Walkly's  Two  Years' Experience  in  the  Man- 
agement of  Mafneto-electricity,  &c. — Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for 
the  Insjue. — Regulations  of  the  New  York  Surgeon's  Bandage  Institute. — Pro- 
fessor Dunglison's  Introductory  Lecture. — Catalogue  and  Circulars  of  the  Albany 
Medical  College,  and  the  Willoughby  University. — The  Position  and  Prospects 
of  the  Medical  Student,  by  O.  W.  Holmes,  M.D.  ;  and  Dr.  Litton's  Introductory 
Lecture  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  St.  Louis  University. 

Marriep,— At  New  Market,  N.  H.,  N.  B.  Chase,  M.D.,  to  Miss  S.  E.  Brans- 
comb.— At  Elkton,  Ky.,  Dr.  Geo.  L.  Upshur  to  Miss  S.  A.  Parker. 

Died— At  Barnwell  C.  H-,  S.  C,  Dr.  Thomas  Blackwood,  a  native  of  Ireland. 
— At  Morristown,  N-  J.,  Dr.  Theoph.  Johnes,  in  consequence  of  a  wound  made 
by  examining  a  body,  35. — At  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Fisher  J.  Snow. — At  Savannah, 
Geo.,  Dr.  Church,  a  native  of  the  North,  by  a  suicidal  act. — In  Concord,  N.  H., 
Dr.  J.  C.  Prescott,  formerly  of  Pittsfield,  N.  H.,  48.— At  Windham,  Me.,  Dr.  James 
Bradbury,  for  many  years  in  extensive  practice  in  Parsonsfield. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  24,  37. — Males,  21— Females,  16.     Stillborn,  4. 

Of  consumption,  5 — measles,  3 — teelhins,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2— crouj),  1— cholera  infantum,  1 
— typhus  fever,  1— marasmus,  2 — scarlet  fever,  2— diabelei,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  1 — lung  (ever,  3 — 
catarrh,  1— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— inflammatory  fever,  1— throat  distemper,  1— dropsy,  1 — 
eancer,  2— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  I— child-bed,  1— sudden,  1— infantile,  2— unknown,  2. 

Under  5  years,  21— between  5  and  20  years,  1— between  20  and  60  years,  13— over  60  years,  2. 
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Open  Anus  in  certain  Forms  of  Fcecal  Incontinence. — In  a  case  of  se- 
vere sporadic  dysentery,  recently  related  by  M.  Bouchut  (Jour,  de  Mede- 
cine),  the  anus  remained  permanently  open,  and  allowed  the  contents  of 
the  rectum  to  escape,  without  the  patient  being  able  to  restrain  their 
emission.  This  state  of  the  anus  he  ascribes  to  weakness  of  the  sphinc- 
ter ani,  and  to  predominance  in  the  action  of  the  levator  ani,  which  is  the 
dilator  of  the  anus. 

The  paralysis  of  the  sphincter  ani  in  this  case  may  be  explained  by  a 
principle  in  pathology,  on  which  great  stress  is  laid  by  some  continental 
pathologists,  among  whom  we  may  mention  M.  Gendrin.  According  to 
this  pathological  law,  whenever  a  mucous  membrane  is  severely  inflamed, 
the  muscular  fibres  which  are  in  contact  with  it  become  paralyzed,  as  a 
necessary  consequence  of  the  propagation  to  them  of  the  inflammation. 
Thus,  when  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  is  inflamed,  the  muscu- 
lar fibres  of  the  vocal  cords  are  paralyzed,  and  aphony  follows.  The  ex- 
istence of  the  law  may  be  illustrated  by  many  other  examples.  In 
bronchitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  if  the 
inflammation  is  intense,  extreme  dyspnoea  follows,  and  as  M.  Gendrin 
very  correctly  remarks,  all  the  symptoms  of  pulmonary  emphysema 
ensue,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  paralysis  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the 
bronchial  tubes.  In  peritonitis  the  inflammation  of  the  peritoneal  cover- 
ing of  the  intestinal  canal  extends  to  the  muscular  coat,  completely  para- 
lyzes it,  and  thus  gives  rise  to  constipation  ;  as,  also,  the  paralyzed  intes- 
tine no  longer  offering  any  resistance  to  the  expansion  of  the  gases  it  con- 
tains, tympanitis  follows.  In  severe  enteritis  it  is  the  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  which  paralyzes  the  muscular  structure  ;  but  as  the 
intestinal  mucous  membrane  is  separated  from  the  muscular  one  by  a 
fibro-cellular  layer,  the  inflammation  acts  less  intensely  on  the  rnuscular 
fibres  than  in  peritonitis,  and  unless  it  be  very  severe,  diminishes,  but 
does  not  abolish,  its  contractile  power  ;  thence  it  is  that,  generally  speak- 
ing, in  enteritis  we  have  mere  constipation,  tympanitis  only  existing  in 
the  worst  cases. — London  Lancet. 


Ergot  of  Rye  in  Retention  of  Uri?ie  — The  following  is  an  outline  of 
a  case  related  in  the  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal  by  Dr  Ross  : — A  man, 
setat.  72,  was  seized  with  retention  of  urine,  which  continued  for  three 
days.  Incontinence  then  took  place  ;  the  urine  dribbled  away,  and  a 
catheter  being  introduced,  a  large  quantity,  still  remaining,  was  drawn  off. 
Retention  again  required  the  use  of  the  catheter,  and  different  remedies 
were  applied  for  two  months,  when  Dr.  Ross  resolved  administering  ergot 
of  rye,  the  use  of  which  he  had  seen  mentioned  in  one  of  the  periodicals. 
The  medicine  was  given  in  ten-grain  doses  every  morning,  and  increased 
to  half  a  drachm.  Great  irritability  of  the  bladder  was  the  result.  The 
effects  of  the  medicine  was  still  kept  up,  and  after  two  months'  perseve- 
rance the  expulsive  power  of  the  bladder  was  completely  restored.  Such 
being  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  remedy  seems  to  merit  a  trial,  "  especially 
where  the  retention  occurs  in  old  subjects,  and  depends  on  paralysis  of 
the  bladder,  arising  simply  from  previous  ove''-distention." — Ibid. 


Glossology :  or  the  Additional  Means  of  Diagnosis  of  Disease  to  be  de- 
rived from  Indications  and  Appearances  in  the  Tongue,  by  Benjamin 
Ridge,  M.D.,  has  lately  been  published  in  London. 
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ERYSIPELAS  AND   PUEIIPERAI-    FEVF.Il. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Reflecting  upon  a  recent  item  of  my  experience,  in  conneciion 
with  all  that  I  can  glean  from  books  and  journals  respectint^  a  connec- 
tion, as  cause  and  effect,  between  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever  in 
some  instances,  1  can  but  fear  that  the  experience  to  which  !  allude  is  an 
instance  of  such  a  connection.  But  to  enable  your  readers  to  judge  in 
the  matter,  I  must  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  cases  I  have  in  view. 
Let  me  first  remark,  however,  that  if  my  treatment  of  the  cases  is  to  be 
criticized  at  all,  let  it  not  be  done  by  the  city  practitioner,  who,  instead  of 
spending  most  of  his  hours  in  bufieting  the  winds  and  storms  "  o'er  hill 
and  dale,"  as  in  country  practice,  may  spend  them  at  the  bed  side  of  the 
sick,  acquiring  practical  experience — or  in  his  study,  trea:=uring  up  the 
experience  of  others  ;  who  can  examine  and  re-examine  both  his  patient 
and  his  library  within  the  space  of  half  an  hour,  and  who  has  at  instant 
command  the  assistance  of  leechers,  apothecaries,  and  able  counsellors. 
But  rather  let  it  be  criticized  by  the  country  practitioner,  who  from  ne- 
cessity is  a  Jack  in  all  of  the  several  branches  of  the  healing  art,  and 
consequently  a  master  in  none  ;  who  knows  what  it  is  to  reside  in  a 
snowy  and  mountainous  region,  with  roads  nearly  impassable,  and  to  be 
caught,  perhaps  in  the  night,  some  five  or  ten  miles  from  home,  at  the 
bed-si(Je  of  a  patient  presenting  urgent  and  alarming  s3''mptoms  with 
which  he  is  not  practically  familiar,  and  all  this  without  any  aid  at  com- 
mand beyond  what  he  may  chance  to  have  in  his  pockets  and  saddle^ 
bags.  These  are  the  circumstances  that  '"try  men's  souls,"  and  qualify 
country  physicians  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  practice  of  each  other. 

That  a  malignant  erysipelas  has  been  prevailing  for  two  or  three  years 
in  some  sections  of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  is  doubtless  well 
known  to  the  readers  of  this  Journal  ;  and  that  some  cases  of  the  kind 
have  been  witnessed  in  parts  of  Massachusetts  bordering  upon  those 
States,  is  known  to  at  least  a  few  physicians.  But  I  have  witnessed  no- 
thing of  the  kind  within  the  circle  of  my  ride,  until  Sundny,  the  28th 
of  last  January.  1  was  that  day  called  to  a  lad  in  Buckland,  named 
Hutchinson,  who  the  Friday  previous  (a  very  cold  day)  drove  alone  in  a 
sleigh  from  Warwick,  distance  about  thirty  miles.  Warwick  was  his 
place  of  residence,  and  there  were  several  cases  of  erysipelas  in  the 
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town,  and  one  in  the  family  from  which  he  came.  He  felt  quite  well 
when  he  left  home.  On  Saturday  he  was  chilly,  dizzy,  and  had  but 
an  imperfect  command  of  his  lower  limbs.  I  first  saw  liim  about  noon 
on  Sunday,  when  he  had  been  vomiting  bilious  matter  for  some  hours. 
He  had  taken  a  moderate  dose  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  which  had  not 
yet  operated.  The  vomiting  still  continued.  The  sense  of  chill  had 
nearly  past.  The  tongue  was  heavily  coated,  and  had  become  rather 
brown  in  the  centre.  Cold  water  as  a  drink  was  desired.  There  was 
not  much  heat  of  skin  or  complaint  of  the  head.  There  was  an  appear- 
ance of  prostration  and  a  feebleness  of  the  pulse,  which  to  my  view 
clearly  forbade  the  use  of  the  lancet.  A  portion  of  skin  upon  the  fore- 
head, about  three  inches  in  length  and  one  in  breadth,  slightly  elevated, 
with  distinct  margins,  presented  a  motley-red  appearance  ;  that  is,  some 
points  of  it  were  more  and  some  less  red,  but  no  point  very  red.  1  pre- 
scribed half-grain  doses  of  calomel  once  in  two  hours. 

Monday  morning  the  vomiting  had  ceased,  the  bowels  had  moved 
freely  several  times,  and  the  young  man  (aged  1.5)  expressed  himself  as 
feeling  better,  if  he  "  could  only  move  his  legs."  He  could  move  them, 
but  they  felt  as  if  he  could  not.  The  cutaneous  inflammation  had  ex- 
tended down  upon  both  cheeks,  involving  the  eyelids,  v^'hich  were  not 
n)uch  swollen,  and  the  nose.  Some  small  vesicles  could  be  discovered. 
The  tongue  more  brown — some  sordes  upon  the  teeth,  pulse  feeble,  but 
not  very  frequent.  The  temperature  of  the  skin  during  the  whole  sick- 
ness was  never  much  above  natural.  Thirst  for  cold  drinks,  some  sore- 
ness of  the  throat.  He  had  been  somewhat  delirious  during  the  night, 
and  very  restless  until  the  bowels  moved.  The  eye  clear.  Continue 
the  small  doses  of  calomel  once  in  three  hours,  adding  half  a  grain  of 
opium  to  one  of  them  in  the  afternoon  if  the  bowels  continue  to  move 
frequently,  and  three  grains  of  Dover's  powder  to  another  in  the  evening. 
After  twenty-four  hours  quit  these,  and  give  two  grains  of  Dover's  alone 
once  in  four  hours. 

At  sunset  on  Tuesday  (not  beinw  able  to  reach  the  patient  before)  I 
found  that  he  had  been  sleepless  and  quite  delirious  nearly  all  the  time  1 
had  been  absent.  It  was  tliouglit  that  the  powder  containing  the  opium 
rendered  him  more  delirious.  The  bowels  had  censed  to  move  since 
taking  that  powder.  The  erysipelas  had  extended  into  the  nose  and 
ears.  The  blisters  were  large  and  numerous.  The  urinary  bladder  was 
considerably  distended.  1  had  no  catheter  wiili  me.  The  man  of  the 
house  proposed  placing  the  patient  upon  the  stool,  and  turning  a  stream 
of  water  into  a  tin  dish  before  him.  1  sat  and  witnessed  the  o[)eraiion. 
The  patient,  suppoited  by  one  attendant,  gazed  intensely  at  the  dish, 
pitcher,  &;c.  We  heard  no  urine  streaming  from  the  [)atient  before  the 
man  commenced  turning  from  the  pitcher.  Soon  alter  this,  I  requested 
the  man  to  cease  the  stream  of  water.  He  did  so.  Urine  was  then 
passing  from  the  patient,  but  the  noise  caused  by  it  soon  ceased.  Then 
the  man  commenced  turning  water  from  the  pitcher  again,  and  again 
presently  stopped.  This  time,  as  before,  we  all  distinctly  heard  the 
urine  passing  from    the    patient  for   a    few   moments,   but   only    a    few. 
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VValer  was  again  tunuKl  from  ihe  pitcher,  and  w  lien  we  removed  the 
patient  to  the  bed,  we  foinid  that  he  had  passed  a  large  quantity  of  urine. 
Open  the  bowels  with  broken  doses  of  senna  and  salts,  and  then  go  on 
with  spirit  of  mindererus. 

Wednesday  morning  I  found  the  patient  had  jiassed  another  sleepless 
night.  He  was  as  deliiious  as  ever,  incessantly  picking  about  in  the  air 
and  at  the  bed-clothes  with  his  hands.  Several  ir^ii^  thin  and  fcEiid  dis- 
charges had  passed  from  the  bowels  involuntarily,  as  also  urine  in  the 
same  manner,  A  nice  touch  was  required  in  counting  the  pulse,  as 
they  vanished  under  the  slightest  pressure.  Yet  they  were  not  very 
frequent,  pe/7*ops  (for  my  watch  was  out  of  order)  110.  The  eye  was 
still  clear.  The  tongue  was  dark  brown  and  very  dry,  but  as  the  patient 
was  compelled  to  breathe  continually  through  tlie  mouth,  owing  to  the  ob- 
struction in  the  nostrils,  it  was  uncertain  how  much  the  dryness  of  the 
mouth  ought  to  be  attributed  to  this  circumstance.  The  skin  continually 
rather  dry.  I  now  bathed  the  borders  of  the  inflammation  with  a  strong 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and  ordered  the  inflamed  surface  to  be  kept 
wet  by  swab  or  cloths  with  a  solution  of  chloride  of  lime,  and  ordered 
internally  carbonate  of  anmionia  in  sweetened  solution  of  gum,  each 
dose  containing  two  or  three  drops  of  laudanum,  and  milk  porridge  at 
frequent  and  regular  intervals.  Wine  or  other  alcoholic  stimulants  could 
not  conveniently  be  obtained — for,  having  been  abused,  they  are  not  to 
be  used,  so  some  say. 

Thursday  morning  I  found  the  patient  much  as  the  day  previous,  only 
that  he  breathed  more  frequently,  and  was  rather  comatose,  so  that  it  was 
difficult  to  arouse  him  so  as  to  understand  and  protrude  his  tongue.  I 
removed  the  hair  from  the  scalp  and  applied  cold  lotions,  and  to  the  legs 
blisters,  yet  the  eye  was  nearly  clear  of  redness,  not  much  heat  of  scalp 
or  throbbing  of  the  temporal  or  carotid  arteries,  and  1  attributed  the  ner- 
vous symptoms  to  typhoid  exhaustion — a  polsonins;  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem— rather  than  to  inflammation  or  even  congestion.  Continue  to  ap- 
ply the  chloride  of  lime;  give  carbonate  of  ammonia  and  sulphate  of 
quinine  alternately,  each  once  in  four  hours,  also  broth  and  porridge. 

Friday  morning.  No  improvement  in  any  of  the  symptoms.  The 
scalp,  which  was  ordered  to  be  kept  wet  with  cloths  dipped  in  cold  wa- 
ter, has  become  very  red.  Respiration  more  short  and  irreyular  than  yes- 
terday. Tincture  of  iodine  being  praised  in  "  Dunglison's  JNew  Reme- 
dies,"' and  having  found  it  decidedly  useful  in  burns,  chilblains,  and  even 
phlegmonoid  erysipelas,  I  now  painted  it  upon  all  the  inflamed  surfaces, 
excepting  the  scalp,  with  a  camel's  hair-brush  ;  and  continued  the  same 
internal  remedies  as  yesterday.  In  the  evening  of  this  day  the  patient 
died. 

On  Thursday  I  did  not  wash  my  hands  before  leaving  the  house  of 
the  patient,  though  I  sheared  the  head  myself,  and  examined  it  rather 
closely,  as  it  was  the  seat  of  a  chronic,  dry,  scahy  eruption.  And  it 
was  on  this  day,  after  riding  about  ten  miles  and  making  two  or  three 
calls  on  my  way,  that  I  called  on  a  Mrs.  L.,  aged  39,  the  mother  of  seve- 
ral children.    She  had  recently  been  in  excellent  health,  but  the  day  |)revi- 
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ous,  from  cause  Unknown,  she  had  uterine  pains  and  rather  profuse  he- 
inorrha2;e.  No  physician  was  called,  and  all  she  wanted  of  me,  she  said, 
was  ''  to  know  wiiether  she  had  got  through;"  for  she  supposed  she  was 
about  three  nionihs  adv^anced  in  pregnancy.  On  making  an  examination, 
per  va^inam,  I  told  her  there  was  still  something  to  be  thrown  off.  She 
was  upon  the  bed,  and  in  all  respects  quite  comfortable.  Good  appetite 
and  pulse.  As  the  ovum  (probably)  was  detached,  and  could  be  fult  with 
the  finger  through  the  mouth  of  the  uterus,  and  as  there  were  no  pains, 
I  prescribed,  with  the  view  to  do  something  and  perhaps  tone  up  the  ute- 
rus a  little,  a  few  very  small  doses  of  ergot,  and  told  the  patient  to  re- 
main quiet  and  fear  nothing,  as,  probably,  she  would  have  no  more 
hemorrhage. 

On  Friday,  while  upon  the  stool,  the  ovum,  without  hemorrhage  and 
almost  without  pain,  passed  off,  as  she  afterwards  told  me.  On  Satur- 
day she  was  feeble,  but  had  no  symptoms  which  she  thought  required 
medical  advice. 

On  Sunday,  without  any  previous  sensation  in  the  bowels,  she  was 
surprised  by  free  liquid  discharges  from  them,  which  continued  frequent 
until  I  saw  her  in  the  evening.  The  stools  resembled  whey,  witli  some 
drab-colored  flakes  floating  about  in  it.  She  was  faint,  exhausted,  and 
had  a  simmering  sensation  in  the  ears.  The  abdomen  was  collapsed, 
soft,  and  perfectly  free  from  tenderness  in  all  parts  of  it,  not  even  the  de- 
gree of  tenderness  in  the  pubic  region  usual  after  abortions.  I  prescrib- 
ed nine  quarter-grain  calomel  pills,  one  to  be  taken  every  two  hours,  and 
as  a  supporting  agent,  four  or  five  drops  of  laudanum  between  each  pill. 
After  this,  comp.  chalk  powders  until  I  should  see  the  patient  again. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Monday  I  found  that  the  bowels  had  not  moved  at 
all  since  commencing  with  the  pills,  and  the  gastric  sinking  was  very  much 
relieved — I  believe  wholly.  But  the  patient  had  become  feverish,  and  the 
abdomen  so  far  tympanitic  as  to  be  about  of  the  natural  size.  Yet  it  was 
free  from  pain,  bore  pressure  well,  and  did  not  feel  tense.  There  had  been 
no  chills,  the  stomach  was  quiet,  and  no  one  was  alarmed.  There  had 
not  been  a  case  of  puerperal  fever  or  peritonitis  in  town  for  a  dozen  years, 
so  far  as  I  know.  As  the  appetite  had  recently  been  good,  as  no  purga- 
tive had  been  taken,  and  as  but  little  feculent  matter  was  passed  during 
the  diarrhoea,  1  gave,  rather  hesitatingly,  on  account  of  the  prostration 
of  the  previous  evening,  one  great-spoonful  of  castor  oil  mixed  with  half 
a  tea-spoonful  of  oil  of  turpentine.  Froin  two  to  three  grain  doses  of 
Dover's  powders  to  be  taken  once  in  three  hours  after  the  oil  has  operated. 

Tuesday,  8  o'clock,  P.  M.,  not  being  able  to  reach  the  patient  earlier 
as  I  intended,  1  was  informed  that  the  oil  operated  readily  and  rather 
freely,  causing  only  thin  discharges,  and  that  the  patient  had  been  growing 
worse  ever  since.  She  commenced  vomiting  a  few  hours  before  my 
arrival,  and  continued  to  throw  up  her  drinks  with  mucous  matter  very 
frequently,  and  apparently  without  much  effort.  The  abdomen  was 
very  much  more  distended  than  the  day  previous,  still  not  excessively  dis- 
tended. It  had  no  such  intense  feel  as  I  have  noticed  in  peritoneal  in- 
flammation.    On  making  pretty  firm  pressure,  the  patient  said  it  hurt  her 
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"  not  much,"  nor  was  there  any  more  pain  or  iincomrortal)le  feeliiio;  in 
the  abdomen  than  what  I  timiiglit  mit,rht  be  attributed  to  tlie  tympanitic 
distention  of  the  bowels.  No  irritation  about  the  urinary  organs.  For 
the  most  part,  the  patient  lay  with  the  lower  hmbs  extended,  and  was 
occasionally  turned,  as  she  chose  to  be,  from  side  to  side,  without  caus- 
ing any  complaint.  The  pulse  I  estimated  from  115  to  120,  small  and 
feeble,  but  regular.  Respiration  not  far  from  natural  ;  skin  dry  and 
warm,  never  much  hot;  no  particularly  bad  feeling  about  the  head: 
sensorial  functions  apparently  unimpaired,  unless  we  are  to  except  the 
fact  that  the  patient  did  not  expect  to  survive  the  night.  Great  desirt; 
for  cold  water;  tongue  very  red,  except  at  the  central  and  back  part, 
which  was  covered  with  a  brownish  coat;  throat,  mouth  and  lips  sore^ 
the  under  lip  considerably  swollen  ;  countenance  rather  pale  and  sunken  ; 
bowels  quiet  since  the  operation  of  the  oil.  I  ordered  off  the  stinking 
sheep's  "  inwards  "  which  had  been  placed  upon  the  abdomen  shortly 
before  my  arrival  ;  applied  a  three-inch  blister  to  the  epigastrium,  a 
flannel  wet  in  spirits  of  turpentine  to  the  abdomen,  and  this  over  a  hot  fo- 
mentation ;  administered  an  assafoetida  enema,  gave  a  pill  of  calomel  and 
opium,  ordered  my  horse  into  the  barn,  and  sat  down  to  watch  the  patient 
and  to  speculate. 

Here,  "  thinks  I,"  is  something  quite  unusual  for  this  region,  and  so  was 
the  case  of  erysipelas.  I  have  been  here  in  Ashfield  nearly  twelve  years, 
and  to  lose  an  adult  patient  with  an  acute  disease,  who  was  in  good 
healtli  up  to  the  time  of  seizure,  is  what  has  not  happened  to  me  oftener, 
probably,  than  once  a  year  on  the  average;  but  now  the  prospect  is  that 
I  shall  lose  two  such  within  a  week — and  then,  to  sink  riuht  down,  and 
go  otr  so  like  the  wind,  there  must  be  a  malignancy  about  them  which 
I  am  not  at  all  used  to.  1  wonder  if  I  communicated  any  poison  from 
Hutchinson  to  this  woman  at  the  time  I  examined  her;  and  if  so,  how 
has  it  operated — what  is  the  present  state  of  her  internal  organs?  First, 
It  struck  the  nervous  system,  and  rendered  the  woman  quite  feeble  on 
Saturday,  without  producing  any  other  remarkable  symptom.  It  was 
not  the  hemorrhage  of  Wednesday  that  did  this.  Our  women  preseut- 
mg  such  a  pulse  and  other  good  symptoms  the  day  after  a  uterine  hemor- 
rhage, as  this  patient  did  on  Thursday,  do  not  sink  down  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  from  this  same  hemorrhage,  by  any  means.  The  next  striking 
link  m  the  chain  of  diseased  action  was  the  diarrhoea,  and  the  woman 
was  quite  sick  and  low  before  there  was  the  least  reason  to  suspect  [leri- 
toneal  inflammation.  I  suppose  there  are  cases  of  adynamic  or  erysipe- 
latous peritonitis  without  much  or  even  any  pain  or  tenderness,  but  is  this 
such  a  case  ?  Now,  positively,  we  have  much  more  reason  to  suppose 
the  mischief  is  upon  the  mucous  membrane.  The  diarrhoea,  the  vomiting, 
the  red  tongue,  the  great  desire  for  cold  drinks,  the  sore  throat  and  mouth, 
and  then  that  lip.  But  how  happens  it  that  everything  is  ail  right  about 
the  vagina  and  uterus  ?  Why  is  the  alimentary  muc^ous  meiTibrane  af- 
fected in  preference  to  the  genito-urinary.  if  T  communicated  any  infec- 
tion, for  It  was  the  latter  only  that  was  touched  by  me  on  Thursday  ? 
The  fact  is,  contagion  is  a  real  something  which  we  do  not  know  much 
about. 
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While  1  was  thus  cogitating,  the  poor  woman  continued  moaning  and 
vomiting,  and  I  gave  some  magnesia  in  a  swallow  of  cold  water.  This 
■did  no  good  ;  and  then  I  gave  her  ice  in  junks  as  large  as  a  chestnut,  and 
told  her  t<5  swallow  them  as  soon  as  tlie  corners  were  sufficiently  thawed 
oft'.  This  she  liked  much.  It  did  her  good.  The  vomiting  abated  im- 
mediately. She  took  it  frequently.  1  had  no  faith  in  calomel  and  opium, 
anH  at  midnight  1  retired,  directing  the  attendants  to  give  only  ice  and 
gum  water  according  to  the  patient's  desires. 

Wednesday,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. — The  patient  has  vomited  a  little  only 
•three' or  four  times  since  commencing  with  the  ice,  and  is  in  all  respects 
■more  comfortable.  The  distention  of  the  abdomen  is  by  ail  judged  to 
be  less,  bowels  quiet.  Continue  the  fomentation,  and  re-apply  and  con- 
tinue, as  the  patietit  can  bear,  the  turpentine  once  in  six  hours  ;  try  a  little 
porridge  and  broth  ;  give  injections  of  broth  and  gruel — gum  water  and 
ice  if  desired,  and  one  twelfth  of  a  grain  of  acetate  of  morphia  in  pill, 
•once  in  three  hours.  7  o'clock,  P.  M. — The  vomiting  has  ceased  en- 
tirely, the  tongue  is  more  clear  and  less  red,  bowels  still  inactive.  Fi- 
nally, the  general  appearance  of  the  patient  is  quite  as  favorable  as  in  the 
■morning.  1  now  substituted  hydrargyrus  cum  creta,  combined  with  a 
little  ipecac,  and  opium,  for  the  morphine,  and  added  arrow-root  to  the 
nourishment, 

Thursday  morning.  The  appearance  of  the  tongue  is  still  farther  im- 
proved ;  other  symptoms  about  the  same  as  last  evening,  excepting  that 
nervous  symptoms  have  become  quite  manifest — the  patient  is  delirious 
and  too  much  disposed  to  doze.  Still  no  movement  of  the  bowels.  Con- 
tinue the  powders  without  any  opium,  and  the  nourishment  regularly,  the 
fomentations,  Sic. 

Friday  morning.  The  tongue  is  nearly  natural,  yet  the  countenance, 
pulse  and  breaching  indicate  that  the  patient  is  sinking.  The  tympanitic 
distention  of  the  abdomen  is  decidedly  greater  than  at  any  previous  visit. 
I  would  say  it  is  very  great.  Give  wine,  Sic.  Early  in  the  afternoon 
of  this  day  the  patient  expired.     No  yost-mortem  examination. 

In  giving  the  above  sketches,  I  have  occupied  more  space  than  I 
thought  would  be  necessary  ;  yet  I  have  studied  brevity,  and  omitted, 
perhaps,  some  things  which  ought  to  have  been  given  to  enable  the  read- 
er to  judge  whether  there  was  any  connection,  as  cause  and  effect,  be- 
tween the  cases.  But  if  I  had  free  liberty  to  occupy  a  dozen  pages  of 
this  Journal  upon  the  subject,  it  would  still  be  impossible  for  me  to  im- 
press the  reader  with  the  same  views  and  convictions  which  I  entertain. 
He  knows  not  my  experience,  fidelity,  tact,  and  ability  to  discriminate  ; 
<ind  I  shall  tlierefore  only  briefly  give  it  as  my  opinion — after  having  wit- 
nessed the  result  of  both  cases,  and  subsequently  referred  to  authors — 
that  I  was  the  medium  through  which  an  infection  was  communicated 
from  one  patient  to  the  other  ;  that  the  disease  of  Mrs.  L.  was  an  ery- 
sipelatous gastro-enteritis  (add  jmerperal  or  not,  as  you  please) ;  that 
there  was  no  peritoneal  inflammation,  but  that  the  disease  of  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  bowels,  together  with  a  deficient  supply  of  nervous  energy, 
so  weakened  the  muscular  coat  of  the  same  as  to  cause  (with  the  forma- 
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tion  of  gases)  the  tympanitic  distention  of  the  abdomen,  as  in  tvplius 
levers  ;  that  this  disease  or  inflammation  commenced  first  in  the  bowels 
causmg  diarrhoea,  extended  to  tlie  stomach  cau.incr  vomitincr  and  to  the 
throat,  mouth,  and  even  the  hp  ;  that  in  each  of  these  several  places  the 
mflanimation  naturally  began  to  abate  in  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hours 
alter  commencmg  m  or  reacliing  to  it ;  that  at  the  time  of  death  the  xvhole 
ol  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal  was  in  a  measure  re- 
stored to  a  healthy  state  ;  and  that  the  patient  would  have  recovered  but 
lor  the  pernicious  effects  of  the  infection  upon  the  nervous  system. 

February  20th.  The  foregoing  views  were  all  entertained  and  nearly 
all  commuted  to  paper  previous  to  this  day.  This  day  I  have  been  called 
to  tlie  (amily  of  the  deceased  Mis.  L.,  where  I  found  her  eldest  daughter 
who  attended  much  upon  her  mother,  sick  with  a  fever,  and  havin^r  ^ 
diarrhoea  resembling,  according  to  accounts,  that  of  her  mother.  From 
this  patient  I  went  some  fifty  rods  to  see  a  Mrs.  Ward,  who  visited  and 
more  or  less  waited  upon  Airs  L.,  and  who  was  taken  at  about  tlie  .ame 
time  and  with  the  same  febrile  symptoms  as  this  daughter,  both  havin.r 
soreness  of  the  throat.  In  Mrs.  Ward's  left  ear  erysipelatous  inflannna! 
tion  commenced  about  eighteen  hours  before  I  visited  her,  yet  I  observed 
one  blister  upon  the  ear  full  one  third  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  the  in- 
Hammation  was  fast  spreading  towards  the  cheek 

Ashfield,  Mass.,  Feb.,  1844.  *    Charles  Knowlton. 


A   DEFORMED   CHILD    SUCCESSFULLY    TREATP.D    AT    THE    BOSTON 
ORTHOPEDIC    INSTITUTION. 

ICommunicated   (or  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .I.uiiial.  | 

The  following  account  of  this  case  is  copied  from  mv  note-book 

September  14,  1843.-Wrn.  Willis,  Esq.,  with  Mi-s.  Willis,  child  and 
nurse,  arnved  from  Portland,  Me.  The  child  is  a  boy  about  5  months 
old.  He  exliibits  the  following  sim-ular  deformities.  '  Both  hands  are 
permanently  flexed  and  pronated  (see  fig.  1).  The  wrists  are  partially 
dislocated.  All  the  fingers,  and  the  tlu.mb  of  each  hand,  are  contracted. 
1  he  thumbs  are  sub-!uxated  by  the  preternatural  contraction  of  their 
abductor  muscles.  Tiie  shoulders  are  curled  in  towards  each  other  so 
as  to  leave  only  the  space  of  one  inch  and  three  fourths  between  tliein 
measuring  across  the  breast,  in  front,  from  one  to  the  other. 

The  left  thi^h  is  permanently  flexed,  on  the  pelvis,  to  an  anafe  of 
4o  degree^s  and  the  lelt  foot  is  clubbed.  The  right  foot  is  also '^club- 
bed (double  varus  of  the  8d  degree).  The  right  leg  is  completely 
twis  ed  round,  so  that  the  calf  and  heel  are  in  front— the  foot  looking  di- 
rectly back.  The  tibia  is  on  the  outside,  and  the  fibula  is  on  the  inside 
ot  the  leg.  The  knee-pan  is  felt  in  the  ham.  The  whole  lower  leer 
ana  all  the  apparatus  by  which  it  is  naturally  moved,  are  completely  re- 
versed. The  knee  can  be  but  slightly  bent.  The  body  and  head  of  the 
child  are  symmetrical,  and  the  countenance  intelligent.  The  child  is  the 
oftspring  of  healthy  parents.     No  deformity  can  be  traced  on  either  the 
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•)aternal  or  maiernal  side  of  the  family.  The  grandfather,  on  the  ma- 
ternal side,  is  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  Maine,  Ezekiel  Whit- 
man, LL.D.  ;  and  on  the  paternal  side,  Benjamin  Willis,  Esq.,  ol  Boston. 
The'  father.  Win.  Willis,  Esq.,  is  a  prominenl  lawyer  ot  Portland,  Me. 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  deformity  of  this  child  )s  in  any 
way  hereditary.  The  mother  was  alarmed,  previous  to  his  birth,  by  the 
discovery  of  her  own  house  being  on  fire,  in  the  night,  which  burnt  to  the 
ground.  She  imputes  the  mal-formation  of  her  inlant  to  this  cause,  and 
perhaps  not  without  reason. 

19lli.— Divided  the  palmaris  longus,  in  the  right  hand.  Also  the  ten- 
dons of  the  long  flexor  muscles  and  the  abductor  poUicis  pedis  m  the 
riaht  foot ;  and  "the  tendons  of  the  long  flexors  in  the  left  loot ;  and  put 
on  an  extemporaneous  apparatus  upon  both  legs.  This  consisted  of  a 
metallic  belt,  extending  round  the  back  and  resting  on  the  hips,  with 
uprights  on  each  side,  extending  to  the  feet,  with  joints  corresponding  to 
the  pints  of  the  leg:  and  so  constructed  as  to  turn  out  the  leil  foot  and 
leg.  and  turn  m  the  right  foot  and  leg.  This  was  made  of  malleable 
iron,  so  that  it  could  be  easily  bent  to  any  necessary  angle,  and  still  siitt 
enouTh  to  sustain  the  position  in  which  it  was  placed. 

Drs  J  C  Warren,  Hayward,  Townsend,  Z.  B.  Adams,  Homans, 
Fisher,  Perry,  the  lamented  Wiley,* Lane,  J.  Mason  Warren,  and  Lewis, 
saw  this  patient  before  treatment  commenced.  The  case  was  evidently 
looked  upon  as  one  which  offered  very  little  hope  of  relief.  Still,  no  dis- 
couragement was  thrown  in  the  way  of  any  judicious  efforts  which  might 
be  made  for  the  restoration  of  the  child. 

2;3d._This  is  the  fourth  day  since  treatment  commenced.  Ihe  cliilct 
was  quietly  asleep  in  half  an  hour  after  the  operation  on  the  19th  mst. 
Tlie  leg  is  nearly  restored  to  a  natural  position.  The  knee-pan  is  now 
in  its  place,  instead  of  being  in  the  ham  as  it  was  (bur  days  ago. 

October  18.— Divided  the  abductor  pollicis,  in  the  lelt  hand,  wliicli 
very  much  liberated  the  thumb. 

December  A —The  child  has  now  been  at  the  Institution  aboni  eleven 
weeks.  It  is  plump  and  healthy.  It  will  return  home  to-morrow,  about 
as  straioht  in  its  limbs  as  most  children.  The  only  difficulty  to  be  ap- 
prehended is  the  one  I  stated  to  the  parents  when  1  first  saw  the  child, 
viz.,  that  there  may  be  a  deficiency  of  nervous  influence  ;  and  that  tlie 
muscles,  in  consequence,  may  not  have  their  full  and_  complete  nct.on 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  by  perseverance  in  a  judicious  course  ol 
treatment,  the  nerves  will  be  excited  to  a  healthy  action,  and  that  the 
muscles  will  perform  their  appropriate  functions. 

It  was  a  subject  of  regret  to  me,  that  the  medical  gentlemen  who  ex- 
amined this  child,  when  it  was  first  brought  to  Boston,  could  not  have 
seen  it  a-^ain  immediately  before  it  left  ;  but  circuinstances  prevented. 
Dr  Winsfow  Lewis  was  the  only  one  of  them  who  saw  it  immediately 
(and  I  believe  on  the  day)  before  it  was  taken  home.  As  the  translorma- 
tion  was  so  great  as  to  be  in  danger  of  staggering  the  credulity  of  some, 
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I  have  requested  Inm  to  state   the  facts,  as   they  appeared  to  him  on  his 
nrst,  and  also  upon  his  second,  examination,  J.  B.   Brown 

Boston,  Feb.,  1844. 


Fig.  1  represents  the  chihl  as  it  was  when  it  came. 
rig.  2  represents  it  as  it  was  wiien  it  lelt. 

I  witnessed  with  the  greatest  interest,  the  happy  termination  of  the 
above  case  as  I  v.sited  the  htiie  patient  in  his  very  deformed  state,  whicli 
.s  accurately  described   by  Dr.  Brown  ;   and    although   aware  of  the.';;;.; 

LtTen^i,  "  ^,  '  ?"■'  '-^  ^^""'1^'^'^  ^^  '••^S^'-^'^  ^he  position  of  the 

extiem.t.es,  and  eminently  shows  the  judgment  and  skill  of  ibe  operator. 

WiNSLow  Lewis,  Jr. 


ANOMALOUS   CONVULSIONS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston   Medical  and  Surgir;,!  Journal.] 

Thursday  morning,  July  6th,  1813,  was  called  (o  visit  Mrs  P  an  58 
of  a  temperament  decidedly  nervous,  delicate  and  n,ea..'e  habit' ne.'e'r  a 
mother,  a  v.ct.m  of  frequent  intestinal  disorder,  as  intli^.^tion,  s'v,"  col- 
ic and  mtolerant  stomach.  On  inquiry,  I  learned  that  her  oener]  Lb. 
had  been  .n.provmg  for  a  month  past  and  had  attained  .n  unusual  in  .l 
nty.     About  a  week  previous  she  experienced  a  transient  soreness  over 
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he  entire  surface  of  the  hody,  and  three  days  afterwards  a  very  trouble- 
some formication  in  the  left  lumbar  andj^luteal  region.  On  the  next  day 
there  came  on  slight  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  leg  of  the 
same  side,  which  gradually  increased  in  intensity  till  the  eveninu  of  the 
5th,  when  medical  aid  was  called,  although  she  had  pursued  her  domes- 
tic duties  through  the  day,  alternately  sitting  and  walking  as  the  parox- 
ysms approached  and  receded.  1  could  detect  no  error  in  any  of  the 
vital  or  natural  functions,  while  the  sensorial  functions  were  perfectly 
clear  and  undisturbed.  She  was  now  exercised  with  spasmodic  move- 
ments of  the  voluntary  muscles  of  the  left  side,  from  the  leg  to  the 
shoulder,  which  objerved  an  exact  periodicity,  making  an  invasion  once 
in  about  five  minutes  and  remaining  two,  invariably  ceasing  suddenly  and 
with  a  violent  flexion.  The  spasms  were  mostly  clonic,  and  so  violent 
that  she  would  request  to  be  held  as  they  approached,  and  was  once  vio- 
lently thrown  Irom  the  bed  upon  the  floor.  The  head  now  participated 
in  the  motion,  the  humerus  seemed  ready  to  start  from  its  socket,  while 
the  sensation  and  power  of  voluntary  motion  in  the  leg  were  percep- 
tibly impaired  by  every  successive  orgasm.  The  physician  who  saw  her 
the  previous  evening,  left  valerian  and  tr.  oi)ii.  Tl)e  latter  procured  an 
hour's  sleep  and  somewhat  diminished  the  intensity  of  the  paroxysms, 
but  they  afterwards  returned  with  redoubled  eneriiy.  Every  potent  anti- 
spasmodic was  tried  without  any  valuable  impression.  The  energies  of 
the  system  were  last  wasting,  while  the  muscles  about  the  neck  and  head 
were  participating  more  and  more  in  the  action.  Premised  crolon  oil 
and  adjuvant  cathartics,  and  thinking  the  diseased  action  might  originate 
in  the  spinal  medulla  or  its  theca,  I  applied  a  blister  extending  from  the 
occiput  to  the  lumbar  region. 

7th. — Consulted  with  Dr.  Elton,  of  VVateriown.  He  located  the  es- 
sential fault  in  the  intestinal  canal,  and  advised  continued  cathartics,  fol- 
lowed with  antispasmodics  per  mouth  and  rectum.  No  essential  change 
in  the  spasms;  were  strictly  [)eriodic,  period  a  little  prolonged,  occasion- 
ally tonic.  The  head  underwent  the  same  violent  movement  backward 
and  forward,  the  contractions  moving  in  a  kind  of  undulating  order,  as  it 
were,  successively  from  the  leg  to  the  arm  and  head,  though  the  determi- 
nation of  action  was  upward,  the  leg  becoming  gradually  less  convulsed 
and  sensible.  The  patient  continued  completely  conscious,  and  coin- 
plained  of  no  pain  except  the  increasing  exi)ausiion.  The  pulse  were 
quick  and  frequent,  and  the  body  covered  with  profuse  perspiration.  Gave 
morphia  and  hyoscyamus. 

8ih.  —  Alarming  exhaustion,  colliquative  perspiration.  Spasms  as  be- 
fore ;  confined  mostly  to  the  head  and  shoulders.  Lower  limb  nearly 
paralyzed  and  insensible.'  Continued  wakefulness  as  from  the  first.  Mus- 
cles of  the  face,  articulation  and  deglutition  not  afi'ected  ;  respiration  but 
'little  hurried  in  die  intervals. 

P.  M. — Attendants  said  she  was  sleeping  quietly.  Found  her  in  a 
profound  apoplectic  stupor;  cephalic  veins  turgid.  Venesect.  16  oz. 
with  amendment.  Same  in  right  arm,  12  oz.  with  the  use  of  difTusible 
stimuli  ;  gradually  revived.     The  spasms  Continued  very  light,  and  came 
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on  at  longer  intervals,  anrl  in  four  hours  entirely  ceased.  There  remain- 
ed eom[)lete  paralysis  and  loss  of  sensibility  in  the  leg,  both  gradually  di- 
minishing towards  the  upper  extremity.  From  this  date  improvement 
was  rapid  ;  sensibility  and  the  power  of  motion  gradually  returned,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  weeks  patient  walked  in  the  garden  and  resumed  her 
domestic,  avocations. 

Aug.  1st. — VVas  again  sum)noned  to  see  Mrs.  P.  Found  the  muscles 
of  the  riirfit  side,  cliiefly  of  the  head,  scapula  and  arm,  in  a  state  of  ra|)- 
id  and  contiimous  clonic  spasms  ;  lower  limb  not  affected.  Had  felt 
strangely  for  a  day  or  two  previous,  vision  being  indistinct  and  obstruct- 
ed by  illusive  flocculi  and  irides.  Mental  perceptions  unobscured.  Re- 
sorted to  counter-irritation  over  the  spine,  cathartics,  antispasmodics  and 
revulsives, 

2iid. — No  amelioration.  In  the  afternoon  patient  was  suddenly  seiz- 
ed with  a  frightful  epileptic  convulsion  ;  four  others  followed  in  regular 
periods  of  about  fifteen  minutes.  Obtained,  through  vigorous  measures, 
an  interval  of  consciousness  lasting  half  an  hour.  Two  other  convul- 
sions followed  rapidly,  and  ended  the  scene,  the  spasms  continuino^  to  the 
last  breath. 

I  slate  [his  case  simply  for  its  facts,  without  attempting  to  speculate 
or  classify,  though  it  might  be  easy  to  do  so.  Abnormal  manifesiaiions 
of  the  motive  principle  of  the  muscular  system  are  comj)aratively  well 
understood  since  the  researches  of  Sir  Charles  Bell  and  Marshall  Hall, 
but  every  physician,  if  I  mistake  not,  who  meets  with  them,  will  often 
acknowledge  the  obscurity  of  their  pathology,  especially  its  uniformity, 
as  well  as  the  absurdity  of  a  covrespoud'mg  systematic  treatment. 

Middlebury,  Ct.,  Feb.  20,  1844.  Rob't  Crane,  M.D. 


DR.    WELCH'S   ADDRESS. 

[We  have  already  mentioned  that  Dr.  A.  Welch,  of  Wethersfield,  Ct., 
delivered  the  last  annual  address  to  the  candidates  for  degrees  and  licenses 
in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College.  A  printed  copy  of  it  is 
now  before  us.  It  comprises,  as  such  an  address  should  do,  the  instruc- 
tions and  warnings  which  age  and  experience,  with  proper  qualifications, 
can  impart  to  those  who  are  just  commencing  the  duties  of  an  arduous 
and  honorable  profession.  These  qualifications  are  possessed  by  Dr.  W.^ 
as  this  address  abundantly  testifies.  A  few  paragraphs — not  perhaps  the 
best — here  follow.] 

Among  the  many  points  to  be  attended  to  in  the  discharge  of  duty  to 
your  patients,  that  of  giving  written  and  intelUgihle  directions  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  medicine  and  diet,  is  of  no  small  importance;  an  omis- 
sion of  tl)is  part  of  duty  has  sometimes  led  lo  ludicrous,  if  not  to  disas- 
trous consequences,  as  evinced  in  a  prescription  of  "  leeches  for  the  sto- 
mach,''' which  were  employed  in  a  manner  not  the  most  congenial  with 
a  fastidious  taste;  and  in  another  case,  where  the  patient,  who  was  direct- 
ed to  take  his  medicine  in  any  "  convenient  vehicle,"  not  comprehend- 
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ing  the  full  Import  of  his  instructions,  was  found  by  his  physician  quietly 
seated  in  a  lohedbarrow,  as  being  in  his  estimation  the  most  convenient 
of  all  vehicles. 

In  these  days  of  popular  excitement,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  warn  you 
against  entering  the  lists  as  political  champions,  or  embarking  in  the 
party  controversies  which  so  eminently  mark  the  age  in  which  you  live. 
It  is  the  duty  of  every  educated  man,  to  whatever  profession  he  may  be- 
long, to  be  familiar  with  tiie  great  and  cardinal  principles  of  human  gov- 
ernment, and  with  the  fundamental  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  Con- 
stitution. In  common  with  all  others,  it  is  your  privilege,  and  your  duty 
no  less  than  your  privilege,  to  examine  critically  and  seriously  into  the 
principles  of  the  conflicting  political  parties,  wherever  such  parties  exist, 
and  to  adopt  such  a  course  as  in  the  exercise  of  an  enlightened  con- 
science and  an  honest  judgment,  will  best  promote  the  |)ublic  good. 
This  an  honest  man  always  will  do,  when  not  given  over  to  the  uncon- 
trolled dominion  of  party  spirit ;  and  this  an  honest  man  always  can  do, 
without  forfeiting  the  confidence  or  friendship  of  his  employers. 

In  doing  this,  avoid  becoming  partisans.  INeither  duty  to  yourselves, 
your  patrons,  or  your  country,  requires  that  you  should  leave  the  lauda- 
ble and  quiet  pursuits  of  your  profession,  to  engage  in  the  bitter  political 
conflicts  ol  the  present  day.  The  political  manosuvering  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live  is  a  trade,  not  to  be  learned  or  skilfully  practised,  while 
engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  the  benevolent  profession  into  which  you  have 
entered.  Avoid  it,  notwithstanding  those  who  are  peisonally  interested 
may  occasionally  withdraw  their  patronage,  move  the  tongue  of  slander, 
and  raise  the  hand  of  persecution  against  you.  Bear  it  meekly  ;  you 
will  have  the  approbation  of  the  best  portion  of  the  community  and  of 
your  consciences. 

It  has  been  truly  said,  "  the  praise  of  honest  men,  and  the  abuse  of 
rogues,  both  aid  in  the  attainment  of  prosperity  in  the  world."  Endeavor 
by  all  honorable  means  to  merit  the  first;  and  if  you  avoid  the  sectarian 
strifes  and  political  intrigues  of  the  present  day,  and  discharge  all  profes- 
sional and  moral  obligations  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  your  en- 
lightened consciences,  you  will  have  your  full  share  of  the  last. 

A  poet,  whose  name  will  never  be  forgotten,  has  said,  "  an  undevout 
astronomer  is  mad  ;"  and  if  a  contemplation  of  the  wonderful  works  of 
nature  be  calculated  to  fasten  upon  the  mind  an  aljiding  conviction  of  a 
great  First  Cause,  and  lead  the  soul  to  an  intimate  and  hallowed  couunu- 
nion  with  the  divine  Author  of  all  existence,  whether  animate  or  inani- 
mate, it  would  seem  impossible  that  such  a  being  should  exist  as  an  un- 
devout physician.  Your  studies  lead  you  to  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  man^  the  crowning  work  of  the  Almighty,  "  so  fearfully  and  won- 
derfully made ;"  and  if  to  that  knowledge,  which  {ew  except  those  of 
our  profession  are  privileged  to  acquire,  of  this  curious,  complicated, 
wonderful  exhibition  of  power  and  wisdom,  you  add  the  ten  thousand 
other  proofs  of  the  agency  of  a  great  First  Cause — of  the  wisdom,  power 
and  lienevolence  which  are  stamped  on  all  his  works,  it  would  seem  that 
skepticism  could  find  no  place  in  your  minds.     With  all  the  light  which 
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is  so  abundantly  slier]  around  you,  I  will  not  so  far  degrade  your  under- 
standings as  to  indulge  a  fear  on  this  suliject.  It  will  become  you,  gen- 
tlemen, to  cultivate  in  your  own  minds  a  firm  belief  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Bible,  and  by  all  means  encourage  and  strengthen  the  hopes  of  those, 
who,  in  the  hours  of  physical  sufferings,  are  sustained  by  ibe  truths  of 
those  doctrines.  The  time  has  been  when  skepticism,  and  a  denial  of 
the  truths  of  revelation,  were  considered  as  evidences  of  superior  dis- 
crimination, and  when  many  misguided  members  of  our  profession  advo- 
cated the  doctrines  of  Voltaire  and  Hume.  Those  days  are  past;  and 
a  careful  study  of  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  and  of  science,  and  of  the 
adaptation  of  the  organs  and  functions  of  the  body,  to  sustain  the  immor- 
tal part,  will  at  all  times  strengthen  your  faith  ;  for  science  and  philoso- 
phv  are  in  strict  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion. 
You  will  find  this,  as  all  others  have  found  it,  a  world  of  trial  ;  and  in 
many  instances,  unless  more  highly  favored  of  Heaven  than  the  rest 
of  mankind,  clouds  will  thicken  around  your  beads  ;  thorns  and  briars 
will  grow  up  in  your  path  ;  and  you  will  sometimes  experience  that  de- 
solation of  spirit  and  sickness  of  the  heart,  which  friends  caimot  heal,  and 
for  which  earth  has  no  remedy  ;  at  such  times  you  will  deeply  feel  the 
necessity  of  a  friend  and  comforter.  To  such  a  friend  and  such  a  com- 
forter, religion  directs  your  attention.  It  offers  you  support  under  severe 
trials ;  rich  and  abiding  consolations  in  the  deepest  afflictions,  and  light 
in  the  darkest  hours  ;  and  promises  you  at  last  a  home  in  a  heaven  of 
unending  joy. 


DR.   HARRlSOiNS  LECTURE.— MEDICAL   ETHICS. 

[PiiOF.  John  P.  Harrison,  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  delivered  a 
lecture  in  December  last  before  the  Ohio  Medical  Lyceum,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  medical  ethics,  which  has  since  been  published.  In  it  we  disco- 
ver marks  of  the  deep  thought,  the  love  of  science,  and  the  high  moral 
l)rinciple,  which  have  been  displayed  in  the  author's  former  productions. 
An  extract  from  its  pages  will  perhaps  be  more  acceptable  to  the  readers 
of  the  Journal  than  any  remarks  of  ours.  Under  the  head  of  the  "  obliga- 
tions physicians  are  under  to  the  profession  of  medicine,"  Dr.  H.  remaiks  :] 

Medicine  is  neither  a  |)erfect,  nor  a  stationary  science.  It  incessantly 
demands  at  our  bands  assiduous  efforts  to  augment  its  resources,  multiply 
its  data,  and  enhance  its  certainty. 

The  physician,  therefore,  who  neglects  its  culture,  who  foregoes  op- 
portunities of  imparting  strength  to  its  already  established  truths,  of  rec- 
tifying errors,  and  of  discovering  new  facts,  or  of  placing  familiar  phe- 
nomena in  lights  novel  and  useful,  proves  derelict  to  the  just  claims  of 
the  profession,  and  outrages  the  holiest  sympathies  which  can  bind  intel- 
lect and  moral  sensibility  to  practical  usefulness.  For  what  purposes,  to 
attain  what  ends,  have  we  chosen  medicine  as  our  avocation  in  life?  Is 
it  that  we  may  merely  gain  a  comfortable  subsistence  by  dealing  out 
drugs  ?     Or  is  it  that  we  may  escape  from  the  necessity  of  corporeal  toil, 
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and  thus  turn  aside  the  malediction  uttered  upon  the  fall  of  man  ?  Or 
do  we  desire  to  figure  away  in  borrowed  robes  of  d'io;nity,  assuming  an 
importance  at  once  meretricious  and  contemptible  ?  No!  Upon  neither 
of  these  rotten  and  insecure  foundations  do  we  stand  ;  but  whilst  we  de- 
sire to  have  our  labors  suitably  rewarded  by  society,  and  confidently  ex- 
pect and  demand  from  those  around  us  the  respect  due  to  well-meant  en- 
deavors to  be  useful,  we  are  determined  to  render  a  due  equivalent  for  all 
we  obtain.  We  will  not  compromise  our  sense  of  self-respect  by  indulg- 
ing an  expectation  of  reaping  where  we  have  not  sown,  or  of  enjoying 
tiie  fruit  of  other  men's  labor  without  contributing  our  best  to  the  well 
being  of  society. 

To  the  profession  we  are  under  a  primary  obligation  to  exercise  a  can- 
did, ingenuous  spirit,  which  will  urge  us  to  seek  truth,  and  to  embrace  truth, 
with  strenuous  diligence.  In  obedience  to  this  end  we  will  read  much, 
reflect  much,  observe  attentively,  and  make  daily  records  of  all  such 
matters  as  relate  to  medical  science.  In  this  stirring,  eventful  day  of 
mental  activity  in  all  the  departments  of  man's  efforts  to  ameliorate  his 
condition,  and  to  promote  his  dominion  over  the  earth,  our  science  sleeps 
not  in  the  dreamy  bowers  of  speculation,  nor  do  physicians,  as  in  former 
times,  waste  their  days  in  framing  conceptions  of  what  nature  can  or 
ought  to  do,  for  the  recovery  of  their  patients.  To  keep  up  the  spirit  of 
improvement,  mind  must  come  in  daily,  hourly  collision  with  mind. 
The  physician  who  does  not  read  daily,  by  which  he  will  be  enabled  to 
participate  in  the  onward  progress  of  the  science  and  art  of  medicine, 
can  never  be  enrolled  among  the  sons  of  light  in  this  enlightened  era  of 
knowledge. 

I  would  most  earnesdy  advise  you,  gentlemen,  to  select  for  your  re- 
peated and  diligent  perusal  the  most  approved  authors  in  the  different 
departments  of  medical  science.  Drink  large  and  copious  draughts  from 
these  fountains  of  light,  and  deeply  have  your  minds  embued  with  their 
trains  o(  thought,  and  your  judgments  matm'ed  by  their  high  tone  of 
original  conceptions.  When  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  your  profes- 
sion, do  not  pretermit  the  careful  reading  of  at  least  one  medical  periodical, 
that  you  may  from  its  well-stored  pages  of  judiciously-selected,  and  of 
original  matter,  ascertain  what  the  profession  is  doing  all  over  the  civiliz- 
ed world  to  advance  the  science  of  healing  to  a  more  commanding  height 
of  glory  and  utility.  Every  day  new  truths  are  starting  fortli  from  the 
depths  of  nature  ;  and  fresh  discoveries  are  throwing  the  rich  splendor 
of  their  light  on  the  principles  of  the  science. 

Make  each  day  a  critic  on  the  last.  Review  your  cases  with  calm, 
analytic  thought,  and  let  not  self-love  blind  you  to  a  just  perception  of 
the  mistakes  you  may  have  committed  in  the  pathology  and  treatment 
of  disease.  Make  jjost-mortem  examinations  whenever  you  can  ;  for  this 
is  the  way  by  which  many  unexpected  truths  have  been  obtained,  which 
could  never  have  been  reached,  without  the  opening  of  the  dead  for  the 
benefit  of  the  living.  Ever  maintain  an  elevated  standard  of  professional 
reputation.  To  this  end  often  revolve  in  your  minds  the  noble  scope 
and  beneficent  bearings  of  your  profession.     Think  of  its  intellectual  ex- 
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celknce,  of  its  inoi-al  dijznity,  of  its  benevolent  applications.  Tire  not 
in  tile  luminous  race  before  you  ;  grow  not  weary  amid  the  toils,  and 
shrink  not  from  the  lii^li  responsibihlies,  attached  to  the  practical  duties  of 
the  [)rofession.  Amidst  all  discouragements,  all  privations  and  labors, 
hold  your  profession  dear,  and  with  unabated  zeal  and  devotion  persist 
in  cultivating  your  minds  more  and  more  by  reading,  writing  and  think- 
ing, on  the  wide,  diversified  topics  which  are  so  lavishly  displayed  in  this 
department  of  human  knowledge.  And  when  your  steps  totter  towards 
the  grave,  let  your  laudable  example  and  useful  lives  attest  the  depth  and 
earnestness  of  your  consecration  to  this  good  and  glorious  service.  Let 
the  young  as[)irants  of  professional  renown  catch  the  spirit  which  shall 
have  animated  you  through  life,  and  on  their  shoulders  drop  the  mantle 
when  you  are  ready  to  shake  off  this  mortal  coil. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL    NOTICES. 

1.  Anatomy  and  Surgical  Treatviput  of  Abdominal  Hernia. — Here  is 
a  great  and  valuable  work,  so  well  known  that  any  attempt  to  portray  its 
oharacter  would  be  entirely  unnecessary.  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  re- 
nowned achievements  of  the  late  Sir  Astley  Cooper — the  surgeon  of 
modern  surgeons — who  has  left  the  impress  of  his  genius  on  the  age?  In 
regard  to  the  edition  which  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia, 
have  just  published,  it  is  due  to  them,  in  consideration  of  the  matiifold 
exertions  they  are  making  for  the  progress  of  medical  science,  to  say  that 
a  more  valuable  publication  has  not  been  offered  the  medical  public  for  a 
lonof  while.  It  comes  from  the  second  London  edition,  by  C.  Astor  Key, 
of  Guy's  Hospital,  enriched  by  an  immense  number  of  minute  drawings, 
illustrative  of  the  text,  on  twenty-six  plates.  It  was  therefore  a  costly  un- 
dertaking for  the  publishers,  and  we  cannot  but  hope  that  the  profession 
will  give  this  valuable  work  all  the  sustaining  influence  in  their  power. 
Such  re-prints  are  required  :  books  must  be  circulated — and  "  men  will 
run  to  and  fro,  and  knowledge  be  increased,"  if  suitable  encouragement 
is  offered  by  those  for  whom  unwearied  efforts  are  making  by  medical 
publishers. 

No  particular  description  of  the  contents  of  Cooper  on  Hernia  can  be 
necessary,  since  the  work  has  an  universal  fame.  Those  who  do  not  own 
one  of  the  old  edition,  have  now  a  good  opportunity  for  obtaining  an  im- 
proved copy,  enriched  by  the  experience  and  researches  of  a  competent 
editor.  Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Co.,  Boston,  have  it  on  sale  at  a  reasonable 
price. 

2.  Elementary  Treatise,  on  Human  Physiology. — From  the  preface  we 
learn  that  this  is  a  translation  from  the  fifth  and  last  edition  of  Precis  Ele- 
meniaire  de  Physiologies  in  which  the  science  is  brought  down  to  the  pre- 
sent time.    As  remarked  in  regard  to  Cooper  on  Hernia,  who  can  be  igno- 
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rani  of  ]\Iagendie's  Physiology  ?  If  il  ever  had  a  place  in  iho  estimation  of 
Annerican  readers — and  what  translation  ever  circulated  more  extensively  ? 
— how  much  higher  are  its  claims  in  the  present  instance.  Dr.  Revere, 
Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  University  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  has  enlarged  and  illustrated  it  by  cuts  and  numerous  diagrams.  In 
a  word,  no  gentleman  of  our  acquaintance  understands  what  students  re- 
quire in  this  department  of  science,  better  than  Dr.  Revere.  He  is  con- 
stantly brought  in  contact  with  them,  and  in  his  official  relationship  as  a 
teacher  is  made  familiar  with  their  special  wants  in  study.  With  all  this 
experience  necessary  to  guide  him,  and  a  discriminating  judgment  to 
carry  out  the  plan  that  he  had  conceived,  he  has  completed  the  under- 
taking of  re-introducing  this  respectable  French  physiologist  to  his  friends 
and  the  profession  in  the  United  States. 

"  There  are  men,"  says  the  translator,  "  who  have  successfully  applied 
the  experimental  method  to  the  study  of  life  ;  great  discoveries  have  been 
the  fruits  of  their  efforts  ;  science  is  enriched — extended,  but  its  general 
form,  its  method  of  investigation,  remains  the  same;  and  by  the  side  of 
the  phenomena  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  of  respiration,  muscular 
contraction.  &c.,  are  placed,  in  the  same  line,  such  metaphors  as  the  or- 
ganic  sensibility,  or  such  offspring  of  the  imagination  as  the  nervoits  fluid 
■ — or  such  unintelligible  expressions  as  the  riial  force  or  principle.  The 
object  of  this  work  is  to  endeavor  to  change  the  state  of  physiology  in 
this  respect;  to  lead  it  back  to  positive  facts;  in  one  word,  to  impart  to 
that  beautiful  science,  the  happy  renovation  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
physical  sciences." 

iDr.  Revere's  object,  after  these  observations,  cannot  be  mistaken.  We 
are  not  ignorant  of  the  light  manner  in  which  this  translation  is  viewed 
by  some  of  his  cotemporaries  ;  but  we  like  it  exceedingly,  and  feel  sure 
that  others  will,  on  giving  it  a  fair  and  honest  examination.  Il  is  pub- 
lished by  the  Messrs.  Harpers,  of  New  York,  and  may  be  had  at  Tick- 
nor  &  Co.'s,  Washington  street,  Boston. 

3.  Pharmacolngia. — Of  the  importance  of  knowing  the  theory  and  art 
of  prescribing,  no  one  would  so  far  commit  himself  as  to  presume  to 
doubt.  In  1812,  Dr.  Paris's  celebrated  Pharmacologia  first  appeared,  and 
it  was  hailed  with  delight.  Time  has  made  no  alterations  in  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  art  of  prescribing  is  based,  but  the  discoveries  of 
new  remedies  in  nature,  and  new  combinations  through  chemical  agen- 
cies, render  il  necessary  to  be  vigilant  to  keep  pace  with  both.  Without 
alterinfT  the  essential  character  of  the  original  book,  each  successive  edi- 
tion has  presented  an  increased  claim  on  the  score  of  improvement.  It 
could  not  be  otherwise,  since  the  author,  like  all  other  sensible  men,  ad- 
mitted that  medicine  was  a  progressive  science.  Lastly,  Dr.  Lee,  of  New 
York,  from  the  ninth  London  edition,  has  brought  out  the  one  now  before 
us — re-written,  in  order  to  incorporate  the  latest  discoveries  in  physiology, 
chemistry  and  materia  mcdica.  All  the  previous  American  editions  have 
been  in  demand,  but  they  were  all  out  of  print  when  this  was  given  to 
the  press.  "It  is  the  only  treatise,"  says  Dr.  Lee,  "in  the  English 
langua<?e,  which  gives  a  full  and  extended  view  of  the  philosophy  of 
medical  combinations — as  it  is  the  only  one  from  which  can  be  satisfacto- 
rily deduced  the  true  theory  and  art  of  prescribing.  A  desiraljle  point 
seems  to  have  been  lo  fit  the  work  for  students.  This  is  a  desideratum, 
in  a  crtutitrv  where  schools  of  medicine  are  as  numerous  as    foriilications 
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on  the  sea-coast.  Books  must  be  constructed  with  reference  to  them  ; 
and  especially,  those  professing-  to  be  strictly  elementary.  Of  Dr.  Lee's 
competency  to  conduct  the  reader  from  the  lowest  step  to  the  highest  ele- 
vation in  the  temple  of  medical  science,  those  who  have  a  knowledge  of 
his  indefatigable  literary  services  of  late,  will  not  deny.  A  mere  cata- 
loo-ne  of  the  books  to  which  his  name  is  prefixed,  exhibits  the  results_ of 
unceasing  industry,  and  shows  how  much  can  be  accomplished  by  an  in- 
dividual who  is  yet  only  in  middle  life.  Published,  also,  by  the  Harpers, 
and  for  sale  at  Ticknor's,  as  reasonable  in  price  as  could  be  expected. 

4.  Anatomical  Atlas. — Part  II.,  containing  ninety-one  figures,  illustra- 
tive'of  the  structure  of  the  human  body,  by  H.  H.  Smith,  M.D.,  has  been 
sent  to  us  by  Messrs.  Ticknor  8c  Co.,  who  have  it  on  sale.  Part  I.  we  have 
not  yet  seen.  It  is  a  beautiful,  as  well  as  particularly  useful,  design,  which 
should  be  extensively  patronized  by  physicians,  surgeons  and  medical 
students.  There  are  to  be  five  parts  in  all.  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard, 
of  Philadelphia,  are  the  publishers,  which  is  a  guarantee  that  the  con- 
ception of  the  author  will  be  fully  carried  out  in  every  particular.  We 
cordially  invite  our  friends  to  calfand  examine  this  one  specimen,  with  a 
hope  that  they  may  by-and-by  see  the  whole  series  at  the  office  of  this 
Journal.  . 

5.  Thoracic  a?id  Abdominal  Diseases.— Few  men  have  a  more  enviable 
professional  reputation  than  Dr.  Chapman,  of  Philadelphia,  the  teacher  of 
Theory  and  Practice  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Messrs.  Lea 
and  Bianchard  have  just  given  us  one  of  their  fair  volumes  from  his  pen. 
It  is  a  book  of  lectures  delivered  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Much  curiosity  will  be  evinced  to  see  this  chart  of  Dr.  Chapman's  views 
on  certain  diseases,  since  his  opinion  has  been  high  authority  in  the 
schools  of  this  country,  for  many  years.  Without  entering  into  minute 
details,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  topics  discussed,  and  leave  the 
analysis  of  these  lectures  to  the  labor  of  the  reader. 

He  treats,  first,  on  phthisis  pulmonalis,  cynanche  laryngea,  asthma,  and 
angina  pectoris.  Secondly,  on  some  of  the  diseases  of  the  stomach,  viz., 
gastritis,  chronic  gastritis,  organic  lesions  of  the  stomach,  and  dyspepsia. 
Thirdly,  on  some  of  the  diseases  of  the  intestines — as,  enteritis,  chronic 
enteritis,  duodenal  dyspepsia,  chronic  fluxes  of  the  bowels,  and  constipatio. 
Fourthly,  on  some  of  the  diseases  of  the  liver — hepatitis,  chronic  hepa- 
titis, congestion  of  the  liver,  and  hepn.ticula.  Fifthly,  on  some  of  the  dis- 
eases of  the  spleen — as,  splenitis,  chronic  splenitis,  engorgemejit  of  the 
spleen,  and  chronic  congestion  of  the  spleen. 

Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Co.  can  supply  the  demand  in  this  market. 

6.  Position  and  Prospects  of  the' Medical  Student.— On  a  return,  the 
other  day,  from  a  short  excursion  to  Virginia,  there  was  found  lying  upon 
our  table,  a  copy  of  an  address  delivered  before  the  Boylston  Medical 
Society  of  Harvard  University,  January  12,  1S44,  by  Oliver  W.  Holmes, 
M.D.,  which  was  published  at  the  request  of  the  Society.  So  many- 
books  and  papers  of  various  kinds  had  accumulated  in  the  course  of  two 
weeks,  which  have  a  special  claim  on  the  score  of  priority,  that  we  are 
compelled  to  postpone  a  particular  consideration  of  ibis  address  still  longer. 
We  consider  it  to  be  uncommonly  sprightly — aboundinir  in  high-seasoned 
wit,  refined  sentiment,  biting  sarcasm,  and  a  vein  of  philosophical  wisdom 
that  would  have  been  creditable  to  any  of  our  older  writers. 

7.  Lectures  on  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. — At  the  St.  Louis  University, 
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Dr.  A.  Liltoa  is  the  Professor  of  Chemistr}'-  and  Pharmacy  ;  and,  follow- 
ing the  good  old  custom  of  the  East,  when  the  medical  season  for  lec- 
tures commenced,  opened  his  course  by  an  introductory  address.  It  is 
distinguished  for  fervency,  well-timed  expressions,  and  historical  associa- 
tions. "  Upon  this  spot,"  says  he,  "  whereon  now  stand  the  foundations 
of  this  populous  city,  stretching  out  her  arms  to  the  east,  the  west,  the 
north  and  the  south,  gathering  into  her  garners  and  her  store-houses  the 
wealth,  the  productions  and  the  manufactures  of  other  climes  and  nations, 
a  few  years  since  were  the  hunting  woods  of  the  Indian,  the  play-ground 
of  his  infancy — the  home  of  his  manhood  and  the  grave-yard  of  his 
mouldering  bones."  As  a  whole,  the  lecture  is  creditable  to  the  author; 
he  is  excited — and  who  would  not  be,  in  expatiating  on  the  same  locality, 
with  a  clear  perception  of  the  high  destiny  of  the  citv  of  his  adoption  ? 

8.  Pennsylimnia  Insane  Hospital. — Dr.  Kirkbride.  the  physician  of  this 
beautifully-constructed  establishment,  is  so  well  known  in  connection  with 
the  treatment  of  insanity,  that  he  may  very  justly  be  called  the  property 
of  the  [)eople.  From  his  last  report  we  have  already  copied  the  number 
of  admissions,  cures,  &c.,  for  the  last  year.  All  that  part  of  the  report 
which  takes  into  consideration  the  value  of  the  garden,  farm,  workshops, 
&c.,  together  with  some  exceedingly  sensible  remarks  on  the  matter  of  re- 
straini,  meets  our  cordial  approbation.  A  distinct  article  is  appended  to 
the  business  part  of  the  report,  upon  the  subject  oi popular  errors  respect- 
ing insanity,  which  is  both  philosophical,  and  free  from  any  obscurity. 
"  It  may  well  be  asked,"  says  Dr.  Kirkbride,  "  whether  other  maladies 
may  not  sometimes  be  as  much  dreaded  as  this  ;  whether  certain  forms  of 
consumption — whether  some  varieties  of  cancer  and  various  other  malig- 
nant diseases,  which,  through  continued  suffering,  lead  on  to  certain  death 
— whether  even  blindness,  total  and  irremediable,  protracted  durin:i  a  whole 
life,  may  not  be  as  terrible  as  the  sorrows  of  insanity  can  be,  when  exist- 
ing only  for  a  limited  period." 

9.  Brailhwaite^s  Retrospect  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Surgery. — No 
one  pretends  there  is  any  exhibition  of  genius  in  the  simple  act  of  stitch- 
ing together  the  productions  of  other  minds.  But  in  the  case  before  us, 
there  is  an  evidence  of  judgment  and  discrimination  in  selecting  from 
the  great  mass  of  medical  writings  which  accumulate  in  any  given 
period,  what  is  really  valuable,  and  putting  in  an  orderly  shape  for  refer- 
ence. In  this  country,  the  edition  published  by  Messrs.  Adee  and  Esta- 
brook,  of  New  York,  has  been  growing  into  favor  from  the  issue  of  the 
first  number.  Six  parts  are  now  bound  into  two  volumes,  minutely  re- 
vised and  corrected,  to  which  has  been  added  an  analytical  index  of  each 
part,  making  the  whole  still  more  valuable  in  that  respect  than  it  was  be- 
fore.    Messrs.  Jordan  and  Co.  are  the  agents  for  Boston. 

Notices  of  other  works  must  be  deferred  till  next  week. 


Medical  Appointment. — Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D.,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  medical 
department  of  Geneva  College,  western  New  York,  and  has  accepted  the 
appointment.  Although  Dr.  L.  has  become  intimately  identified  with 
this  essential  branch  of  medicine  through  various  publications,  he  is 
equally  fitted  to  any  other  place  that  may  hereafter  be  assigned  him. 

Rhinoplasty  in  Baltimore — In  passing  through  Baltimore,  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  re.sults  of  the  late  operation  for  a  new  nose, 
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by  Dr.  Baxley,  of  that  city.  The  union  of  parts  was  very  complete,  and 
the  prospect  of  having  a  very  useful  nasal  apparatus,  when  the  patient 
finally  leaves  the  Hospital,  is  almost  certain.  It  so  happens  that  the 
flap  which  makes  the  end  of  the  new  organ,  was  a  little  too  thick  at  its 
upper  extremity,  which  makes  a  sort  of  unnatural  elevation  where  it  was 
joined  to  the  "original  nose.  Perhaps  the  absorbents  may  yet  carry  off 
some  of  the  superabundance  from  the  underside,  and  thus  favorably  modily 
the  appearance.  At  all  events,  there  is  now  a  capital  ridge  to  keep  spec- 
tacles in  place  !  Dr.  Baxley  evinced  ingenuity  and  skill  in  this  operation, 
of  which  any  surgeon  would  be  justified  in  being  proud. 

Medical  Miscellany.— 5 ames  B.  Abbott,  M.D.,has  been  appointed  Post- 
master at  Sandbornton,  N.  H.,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  P.  Hill,  M.D  ,  re- 
si.crned.— The  erysipelas  is  said  to  be  rnging  in  Troy,  Vt.,  particularly  in 
the  North  Villao-e.  At  one  time  during  last  week,  there  were  over  forty 
cases  within  naff  a  mile.  There  were  also  some  half  a  dozen  cases  of 
smallpox  in  North  Troy,  the  first  of  last  week.  — Dr.  Miller,  of  Washing- 
ton, has  very  honorably  cleared  himself  from  all  participation  in  bringing 
about  the  late  duel  in  which  the  boy  Cochran  was  killed  by  May.— Dr. 
Hamilton,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  will  sail  this  month  for  Europe.  He  will 
visit  all  the  institutions  of  most  interest,  in  England,  France,  Germany, 
&c.,  before  his  return  in  the  autumn.— A  new  and  improved  edition  of 
Dr  Duntrlison's  system  of  Physiology,  has  appeared  at  Philadelphia. — 
Smallpox  has  appeared  at  Piitsfield,  Mass.,  in  the  Almshouse.  It  has 
also  appeared  at  De  Soto,  Miss.,  and  creates  great  alarm.  It  has  been  par- 
ticularly severe  in  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  but  at  the  last  dates  had 
abated  in  violence.— In  the  Parish  of  St.  Ours,  district  of  Montreal,  IVIad. 
Fortier  died  on  the  10th,  at  the  age  of  110  years.  ^^^ 

To  CoRRESPoNnENTs.— Dr.  Allen's  No.  3  of  Epidemic  Erysipelatous  Fever, 
Dr.  Morse's  Case  of  Coffee  in  the  Bronchus,  Dr.  Hiester's  translation  on  Vibra- 
tory Cilia,  with  other  papers  before  acknowledged,  will  be  inserted  as  early  as 
room  can  be  found  for  them. 


Marr.ki),— In  Nashua,  N.H.,  Ebenezer  Hunt,  M.D.,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Putnam, 
both  of  Danvers,  Ma.ss. 


DiF.D,— At  Roxbury,  Mass.,  Benjamin  F.  Parker,  M.D.,  33.— In  Cabot,  Vt.,D. 
G  Hubbard  M.D.,  32.  Highly  esteemed  as  a  skilful,  prudent  and  taithtiil  phy- 
sician.—At  xMorrisonville,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Wm.  P.  Cleveland.  Being  sick  in  bed,  he 
took  a  penknife,  and  thrusting  it  into  the  groin,  severed  the  external  iliac  artery, 
and  immediately  bled  to  death.— At  Ipswich,  Mass.,  Dr.  Joseph  Maninng,  tor 
many  years  a  resident  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  76.- In  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  Dr.  Samuel 
Fowler.— In  BMilington.  Vt.,  Dr.  John  Pomeroy,  a  native  of  Middleboro',  Ms., 
79._At  Bethany,  cl,  Dr.  Lncien  Spencer,  40— a  skilful  physician.  He  was 
burned  to  death",  with  two  of  his  children,  by  the  conflagration  of  his  dwelling 
house. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  endin?  March  2,  47.-Males,  23-Feniales  24.     Stillborn  3. 

Of  consumption,  8-decav  of  nature,  1-erysipela.s,  1-croup,  2-measles,  3-iiiflammHtion  o i  i ne 
brain,  l-inflammalion  of  tile  lungs,  3-worm  fever,  2-typhus  fever,  1-scarlet  (ever,  f-h™'"  'ever, 
1-cramp  in  the  stomach,  1— pleurisy  fever,  1— throat  distemper,  1— marasmus,  2— palsy,  l— lun  le- 
ver,  2-cancer,  2— canlier,  1-innamiiiation  of  the  bowels,  2-dropsy  in  the  head,  l-apoplex> ,  l— 
dropsv  on  the   brain,  1— child-bed  fever,  1  — teethins,  2— lils,  1— old  age,  1. 

Under  5  years,  20— between  5  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  60  years,  16— over  60  years,  b. 
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Hardened  FfBc.es  in  the  Colon.  By  Sir  B.  C.  Bkodie. — Persons  of  the 
affluent  classes,  for  ihe  most  part,  attend  a  great  deal  to  the  stale  of  their 
bowels,  and  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  all  do  so.  Those  who  live 
luxuriant  and  indolent  lives  are  liable  to  have  their  bowels  become  very 
torpid,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  there  is  no  harm  in  their  constantly 
attending  to  their  bowels.  I  have  known  people  belonging  to  the  affluent 
classes  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  medicine  almost  every  day. 
I  know  one  hearty  old  gentleman,  eighty-six  j'ears  of  age,  who  can  walk 
round  the  Regent's-park,  who  has  taken  an  aloetic  pill  every  night  for 
three-score  years.  I  knew  another  gentleman,  who  died  at  nineiy-two, 
who  took  either  an  aloetic  or  a  rhubarb  pill  for  the  same  length  of  time, 
and  I  could  give  many  other  examples.  But  there  are  others  who  do  not 
attend  to  their  bowels  ;  scybalte  form  in  the  colon,  they  pass  on  to  the 
rectum,  but  they  are  not  easily  discharged  per  anum.  The  softer  faeces 
pass  over  the  scybalae,  other  scybalae  descend  into  the  rectum,  and  the  ac- 
cumulation goes  on  until  at  last  the  rectum  becomes  completely  filled 
up  with  a  great  mass  of  hardened  faeces,  as  large  as  the  fist,  and  even 
larger,  so  that  half  a  pound  or  perhaps  a  pound  weight  may  be  collected 
there.  The  patient  now  suffers  exceedingly,  and  he — or  perhaps  I  ought 
to  say  she,  for  it  is  more  common  in  women  than  in  men — has  a  desire  to 
go  to  the  water-closet.  She  goes,  great  pain  is  produced,  but  nothing 
comes  away,  the  bowels  being  stopped  up  with  these  hardened  faeces. 
The  nature  of  the  complaint  may  be  ascertained  by  introducing  the  finger 
into  the  rectum  ;  you  there  feel  the  hard  mass  of  faeces.  How  is  that  to 
be  got  rid  of?  By  injection  ?  An  injection  will  not  act  en  this  large 
mass.  You  must  first  dilate  the  sphincter  muscle  by  introducing  the  fin- 
gers, and  then  with  the  handle  of  one  or  two  pretty  large  spoons  the 
whole  mass  may  be  extracted.  A  good  nurse  can  accomplish  it  very 
well,  if  you  tell  her  how.  Let  her  take  a  couple  of  dessert-spoons  and 
bring  away  a  little  and  a  little  more,  and  when  the  rectum  is  nearly 
empty,  warm  water  injected  two  or  three  times  will  remove  the  remain- 
der. Until  I  was  aware  how  much  the  sphincter  muscle  might  be  dilated, 
I  found  it  difficult  to  manage  these  cases.  I  used  to  tr\'  to  accomplish  it 
by  introducing  a  narrow  spoon  into  the  rectum  and  bringing  away  a  little 
at  a  lime,  but  that  was  a  very  tedious  process. 


Spurious  Saffron. — We  have  received  information  from  several  sources 
respecting  the  existence  in  the  market  of  a  spurious  saffron,  which  has 
been  offered  at  a  very  low  price.  In  texture  and  general  appearance  it  is 
like  genuine  saffron,  of  rather  a  dark  color,  the  light  yellow  filaments  be- 
ing absent.  It  imparts  no  color  to  spirit  or  water,  and  we  believe  it  to  be 
saffron  from  which  the  coloring  principle  has  been  extracted. — 'Pharma- 
ceutical Journal. 


Adulteration  of  Blue  Pill. — At  the  last  pharmaceutical  meeting,  Mr. 
]\Iowbray  incidentally  stated  that  he  had  lately  met  with  a  sample  of 
blue  pill,  in  which  stearine  had  been  used  in  dividing  the  mercury,  and 
substituted  for  a  portion  of  the  conserve  of  roses,  a  little  otto  of  roses  havt 
ing  been  added  to  give  it  a  flavor. — Ibid. 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON   THE    VIHRATORY    CILIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — It  appears  to  me  that  the  microscope,  in  its  lately-improved  form, 
is  too  seldom  applied  to  pathological, or  even  anatomical  researches,  par- 
ticularly as  the  present  moderate  price  of  a  very  useful  instrument  might 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  every  one.  The  convenient  little  instrument  called 
Stanhope's  microscope,  scarcely  more  hulky  than  a  twenty-five  cent 
piece,  but  nevertheless  of  considerable  power,  seems  to  me  particularly 
adapted  to  pathological  investigations. 

\n  order  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  interesting  work 
on  the  subject;  by  Prof.  Donne,  of  Paris,  entitled  "  Cours  de  Micro- 
scopie,^'  just  published,  I  send  you,  for  insertion,  the  following  transla- 
tion of  his  observations  on  the  Vibratory  Cilia. 

Reading,  Fenn.,  Feb.  ^bth,  1844.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

.John  P.   Hiester. 

In  order  to  observe  the  vibratory  cilia,  one  must  procure  a  particle  of 
true  mucous  membrane  from  the  nose  or  mouth  of  a  mammifevous  animal, 
or,  better  still,  the  edge  of  a  frog's  tongue,  and  place  it  between  two 
plates  of  glass  in  a  drop  of  water;  with  a  magnifying  power  of  three 
hundred  one  will  readily  remark,  on  the  free  edge  of  the  fragment,  an 
undulatory  movement,  of  which  the  cause  will  not  be  clearly  perceived 
at  first,  on  account  of  the  rapid  motion  of  the  cilia.  But  by  degrees,  as 
the  motion  becomes  slower  and  the  eye  is  fixed  with  greater  attention, 
the  cilia  become  apparent,  and  will  be  seen  projecting  from  the  edge  of 
the  shred  of  membrane  like  the  teeth  of  a  comb,  all  agitating  themselves 
in  the  same  direction.  All  the  cilia  lean  the  same  way,  and  the  vibra- 
tory motion  is  propagated  from  one  point  to  another,  always  in  one  di- 
rection. It  is  easy  to  conceive  how  the  fluid  in  which  they  are  plunged, 
being  struck  in  the'same  direction  by  this  rapid  succession  of  small  im- 
pulsions, is  put  in  motion  itself,  and  carries  with  it  any  foreign  particles 
which  it  holds  in  suspension.  The  vibratory  cilia  exist  over  the  whole 
surface  of  the  mucous  membrane  ;  and  if  they  are  merely  seen  on  its 
free  edge,  it  is  only  because  they  are  there  thrown  upon  the  clear  field 
of  the  microscope,  whilst  in  other  parts  they  are  confounded  with  the 
gray  mass  that  supports  them.  Nevertheless,  by  attentive  observation 
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they  will  be  perceived  confusedly  over  the  whole  of  the  shred  under  ex- 
amination, and  its  surface  will  be  seen  bristled  with  myriads  of  cilia  in 
continual  motion. 

The  motion  of  these  little  organs  is  a  very  curious  phenomenon,  to 
which  may  be  fairly  attributed  the  movement  impressed  upon  the  fluids  in 
wiiich  the  mucous  membranes  are  bathed,  and  is  no  doubt  also  the  cause  of 
motion  in  those  which  circulate  in  certain  canals,  for  cilia  have  been  de- 
tected in  many  of  the  ducts  of  the  animal  system,  such  as  the  Fallopian 
tubes,  the  salivary  ducts,  &£c.  &c The  motion  of  the  cilia  con- 
tinues a  long  time  after  the  death  of  the  animal,  even  upon  pieces  of  the 
membrane  that  are  detached  from  the  body.  It  will  continue  for  several 
hours  after  it  is  prepared  for  the  plate  of  the  microscope,  provided  the 
shred  is  continually  moistened  with  water.  There  are  other  phenomena 
observable,  that  are  exceedingly  curious,  and  well  calculated  to  make  us 
reflect  upon  the  association  of  the  elements  whose  ensemble  preserve  the 

animal  organism If  shreds   of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane 

of  a  hare  or  a  dog,  or,  better  still,  the  Schneiderian  membrane  of  man, 
are  placed  under  the  microscope,  the  following  phenomena  will  be  ob- 
served : — during  the  space  of  several  hours,  sometimes  during  a  whole 
day,  or  even  more,  no  notable  change  will  occur,  the  motion  of  the  cilia 
will  be  continued,  provided  the  water  is  renewed  as  fast  as  it  evaporates. 
But  after  a  certain  period  of  more  or  less  duration,  according  to  the  spe- 
cies or  state  of  the  animal,  the  epithelium  begins  to  separate  from  the 
membrane  which  it  covers.  One  sees  it  detach  itself,  glide,  as  it  were, 
to  the  surface  of  the  membrane,  and  float  entirely  free  in  the  water  in 
pieces  of  greater  or  less  size.  The  fragments  continue  to  bear  their  cilia 
still  in  motion.  But  the  disaggregation  does  not  stop  here.  In  a  little 
while  these  fragments  are  again  broken,  but  not  irregularly,  or,  so  to  say, 
at  hazard.  The  division  is  arrested  at  a  certain  point,  and  you  have 
under  your  eye  regular  particles,  of  very  nearly  the  same  size,  all  having 
a  conical  form,  thickened  at  one  end,  which  is  rounded,  and  terminating 
at  the  other  in  a  point  or  tail.  These  particles  are  the  constituent  ele- 
ments of  the  epitlielium.  These  are  the  cones,  which  arranged  side  by 
side  imbricated,  form  a  kind  of  web,  or  epidermic  membrane,  like  the 
tiles  on  the  roof  of  a  house.  The  division  is  arrested  at  this  point,  and, 
to  continue  our  comparison,  like  the  tiles  of  a  roof,  which  are  removed 
first  in  larger  pieces  and  then  separated  from  each  other,  form  so  many 
distinct,  regular,  uniform  pieces,  that  no  longer  admit  of  being  divided 
without  being  broken.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  elementary  cones  of 
the  epithelium  continue  to  bear  their  vibratory  cilia  on  iheir  larger  end. 
These  cilia  continue  in  motion,  and  finally,  each  cone  commences  an  in- 
dependent movement,  and  becomes  a  living  being,  endowed  with  those 
essential  properties  which  we  call  life.  These  par'icles  transport  tlien)selves 
in  all  directions  through  the  fluid  in  which  they  float  ;  they  contract  and 
elongate  themselves  to  perform  these  evolutions,  and  live  during  a  num- 
ber of  hours,  until  death,  either  from  lapse  of  rime  or  accidental  circum- 
stances, overtakes  them.  These  animalcules  perish  suddenly  under  the 
influence  of  physical  and  chemical  agents,  such  as  an  elevated  tempera- 
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ture,  acids,  alkalies,  &lc.  I  have  preserved  them  alive  for  more  tl)an 
twelve  hours  after  having  seen  them  detached  in  the  manner  just  describ- 
ed, from  the  Schneiderian  membrane  of  the  human  subject,  which  I 
scarcely  lost  from  my  sight  for  a  whole  day  and  night.  1  have  showed 
these  animalcules  to  very  experienced  observers,  who  took  them  for  infii- 
soriae.  What  is  to  be  thought  of  the  nature  and  origin  of  these  singular 
animalcules  ?  They  are  not  infusorias  engendered  by  the  putrid  decom- 
position of  the  animal  tissue  submitted  to  observation.  These  animal- 
cules result,  I  repeat  it,  from  the  mechanical  division,  so  to  say,  and 
from  the  [)reaking  up  of  the  epithelium  within  a  period  of  time  sufficiently 
short  to  enable  us  to  follow  the  progress  of  their  formation  and  liave  de- 
monstrative proof  of  it.  They  can  only  be  compared,  in  regard  to  their 
origin  and  formation,  to  the  seminal  animalcules  which  are  produced  by  a 
process  precisely  similar.  These  animalcules  are  a  product  of  the  semi- 
niferous tubes  of  the  testicle.  They  result  from  a  sort  of  desquamation 
from  the  parietes  of  these  secreting  ducts,  and  at  first  are  mere  agglome- 
rations, or  masses  having  a  confused  motion.  The  individuals  are  sepa- 
rated from  these  masses  very  much  like  the  vibratory  cones  from  the  epithe- 
lium, and  constitute  beings  endowed  with  a  free  and  spontaneous  motion. 
There  is  a  complete  analogy  in  the  origin  of  these  two  species  of  animal- 
cules, and  there  is  nothing  more  extraordinary  in  the  one  than  the  other. 
The  vibratory  epithelium  is  formed  of  organized  particles,  supporting  by 
its  union  the  general  life  to  which  it  belongs,  but  is  capable  of  acquiring 
an  individual  life  by  separating  and  isolating  itself. 


THEORY  OF  GALL   AND   SPURZHEIM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  the  size  of  the  brain  has  any  considerable  influence  in  produc- 
ing the  strength  and  activity  of  the  mental  faculties,  I  should  have  sup- 
posed that  the  size  of  the  external  organs  of  sense,  would  have,  long  aoro, 
been  observed  to  manifest  remarkable  degrees  of  difference  in  the  power 
of  perceptibility  ;  but  not  a  suspicion  of  the  kind  has  ever  been  raised. 
When  the  Belgian  giant  was  in  this  city,  I  put  the  question  to  him 
whether  he  was  aware  of  hearing  sounds  or  seeing  objects  at  any  greater 
distance  than  other  people,  to  which  he  replied  that  he  was  not.  Indeed, 
so  unconscious  was  he  of  the  possession  of  any  superior  power  in  the  ex- 
ternal organs  of  sense,  that  the  question  struck  him  with  a  degree  of  sur- 
prise. The  size  of  the  organs  of  sense  in  this  man  must  have  been 
much  larger  than  the  size  of  the  same  organs  in  the  general  run  of  man- 
kind, and  yet  he  had  never  observed  any  difference.  He  was  aware  that 
he  possessed  greater  physical  strength  than  other  men  ;  if  his  senses  had 
been  really  superior  to  those  of  other  people,  would  he  not  have  also 
been  aware  of  that  ?  In  case  of  the  slightest  defect  of  any  of  our  ex- 
ternal senses,  we  become  immediately  aware  of  it  by  a  direct  comparison 
with  others  in  the  exercise  of  the  faculty  of  that  sense.  The  least  dim- 
ness of  sight  or  dulness  of  hearing  is  immediately  detected  by  a  compari- 
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son  with  our  companions.     Does  the  large  man,  in  whom  the  dimensions 
of  the  sense  of  feelin;^  is  roLU--fold  greater  than  in  the  small  man,  feel  a 
greater  degree  of  heat  or  cold  than  the  small  man  in  the  same  tempera- 
ture ?     Can  the  one  form  any  better  idea  of  moisture  and  dryness,  hard- 
ness and  softness,  roughness  and  smoothness,  than  the  other  ?     The  class 
of  mental  phenomena   is  so  entirely  dissimilar  to  the  phenomena  exhibit- 
ed hy  the  other  organs,  that   no  analogy  can  be  instituted  between  them, 
and  all  deductions  from  such  analogies,  when  instituted,  must  necessarily 
be  erroneous.     Wliat   does  Dr,  Spurzheim  mean  by  energy  of  action,  as 
applied  to  the   brain  and  the  external  senses?     Does  he  mean  that  the 
retina  of  a  large   eye   is  more  sensible  to  the   light  reflected   from  minute 
objects  than  il)e  retina  of  the  small  eye?     That  a  less  quantity  of  light 
will  affect   a  large  retina   than  a  small  one?     Tliat  a  large  brain,  ceteris 
paribus,  can   discover  distant  objects  or  hear  distant  sounds   which   to   a 
small  brain  are  unseen  or  inaudible  ?     This  is   the  species  of  power  that 
must  constitute  superiority  in  the  external  senses,  which  are  also  a  part  of 
the   human   mind.     Can  it  be   meant  that  a   large  nerve  ramified  on  the 
organ  of  taste,  will  distinguish  sweetness,  sourness  and  bitterness,  in  sub- 
stances, where  a  small  nerve  of  taste  can   distinguish  nothing?     Or  is  it 
meant  that  these  iujpressions  when  made  are  more  permanent  and  dura- 
ble in  the  former  than  in  the  latter  case?     In  a  matter  so  palpably  open 
to  observation,  is   it  not  a  little  singular  that  the  first  information   which 
we  obtain  of  different   degrees  of  power  between  a  large   retina  and  a 
small  one,  should  come  to   us  through  the  medium  of  hypothesis  ?     The 
image  of  an  object   impressed  on  the  retina  of  a  large  eye,  is  larger  than 
the  image  of  the  same  object  on  the  retina  of  a  small  eye,  but  the  image  is 
equally  complete  in  both  cases,  and  produces   an  equal  degree  of  stimu- 
lus in   proportion  to  the  mass  to   be  moved   or  impressed.     The  perma- 
nency also  of  the   impression   is  likely   to  be   as  great  in  the  one  case 
as    in    the  other.     It    is    equally    difficult    to   conceive   how   the  ideas 
derived    from   the   external   senses  can    be   any  more   distinct,  vivid   or 
permanent,  in    large   brains   than   in   small  ones.     I   presume  that  Drs, 
Gall   and   Spurzheim    never  gave  the  operations   of  the  mind  that  par- 
ticular  analysis   which  is    contained   in   the  works  of  the  English   and 
American   writers.     The  supposed  analogy,  between    the    functions  of 
the  other  organs   and  that  of  the  brain,  appears  to  be  the  chief  ground- 
work   of  their   system.     But    how   could    any  analogy,  even,  between 
the  liver   and  the  lungs,  have  ever  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  oxygena- 
tion of  the   blood?     Much  less,  then,  can  the  exercises  of  the  brain  be 
solved  by  their  siijiilitude  to  the  functions  of  the  muscles  and  the  grosser 
organs. 

Like  all  medical  writers  who  have  made  one  particular  organ  their 
especial  study,  Drs.  Gall  and  Spurzheim  have  magnified  amazingly  its 
relative  importance  in  the  human  system.  The  human  brain  is  a  physi- 
cal organ  like  the  stomach  or  the  lungs,  and  its  size  merely  is  of  no  more 
importance  than  the  size  of  the  other  organs.  A  large-sized  brain  is  en- 
tirely out  of  place,  and  must  necessarily  be  feeble,  if  the  other  organs  are 
not  in  keeping   with  it.     The  size  of  the  head  must   be  in  proportion  to 
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the  rest  of  the  body  to  possess  strength  and  energy.  A  large  stomach 
can  be  of  no  advantage,  if  tlie  sanguineous  system  and  tlie  respiratory 
system  are  not  in  a  due  proportion  to  it ;  its  digestive  power  can  be  no 
greater,  and  its  function  performed  with  no  more  ease. 

The  number  and  variety  of  ideas,  derived  from  the  senses,  must  be 
the  same,  be  the  size  of  the  individual  brain  what  it  may.  A  small  brain 
may  give  us  only  a  miniature  likeness  of  the  external  world,  but  tlie  pic- 
ture will  be  as  complete  and  perfect,  and  appear  as  large  to  the  brain  it- 
self, as  if  the  brain  were  ever  so  large.  There  is  one  fact  in  physiology 
which  shows  thai;  the  size  of  the  brain  may  be  counterbalanced  by  an- 
other principle.  If  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  the  smaller  the  size  of  the 
individual,  and  consequently  the  smaller  the  size  of  each  organ  in  particu- 
lar, the  quicker  will  be  the  pulsations  or  motion  of  the  heart,  and  conse- 
quently the  quicker  will  be  the  train  of  ideas  and  of  feelings,  In  other 
words,  the  lighter  the^vheel-work,  the  swifter  the  motion  ;  so  that  what 
is  lost  in  weight,  is  gained  in  time.  The  superior  vivacity  of  small  peo- 
ple, is  proverbial  ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  dulness  and  heaviness  are 
spontaneously  associated  with  large  brains,  as  if  bulk  or  size  were  an 
impediment  to,  and  incompatible  with,  the  ethereal  operations  of  the 
mind. 

John  Hunter,  as  I  have  observed  in  a  former  paper,  regarded  the  sto- 
mach as  the  controlling  organ  of  the  system,  and  every  attentive  observer 
of  the  functions  of  the  animal  economy,  1  think,  must  coincide  witli  him 
in  opinion.  If  the  stomach  is  a  weak  organ,  the  whole  system  will  be 
weak,  and  the  mental  operations,  be  the  brain  large  or  small,  will  be 
weak  and  feeble.  If  the  stomach  be  strong,  the  ideas  and  feelings  will 
be  likewise  strong  and  energetic.  The  strength  of  the  mental  capacity 
depends  upon  the  strength  of  the  gastric  viscera.  The  energy  of  the 
brain  is,  again,  exceedingly  dependent  upon  the  respiratory  organs.  The 
oxygen  of  the  air  has  no  despisable  agency  in  the  vigor  and  brilliancy  of 
our  ideas,  in  the  transport  of  our  feelings,  and  the  rapidity  and  distinct- 
ness of  our  sensations.  Whoever  has  inhaled  the  exhilarating  gas,  or  ex- 
perienced the  difference  between  the  country  air  and  the  ocean  breezes, 
will  find  no  difficulty  in  conceiving  the  important  part  which  the  vital  air 
plays  in  giving  energy  to  the  function  of  the  brain.  The  force  of  the 
heart  constitutes  still  another  item  in  estimating  the  energy  of  the  brain. 
A  languid  circulation  will  produce  a  languid  state  of  the  brain  ;  and  be 
its  size  what  it  may,  its  functions  will  more  or  less  depend  upon  the  force  of 
the  heart.  Now,  what  rules  have  Gall  and  Spurzheim  given  us  to  deter- 
mine the  strength  of  the  stomach,  the  power  of  the  respiratory  origans  to 
vivify  the  blood,  or  the  capacity  of  the  heart  to  supply  the  brain  with  the 
vital  fluid  ?  The  remaining  organs,  too,  all  act  their  part  in  strengthen- 
ing or  weakening  the  function  of  the  brain.  The  phrenologists  will  re- 
ply, "  we  have  supposed  all  these  circumstances  to  be  equal."  But  how 
can  any  opinion  be  formed  of  the  energy  of  the  brain,  unless  some  rules 
are  established  to  determine  the  energy  of  those  organs  on  which  the  en- 
ergy of  the  brain  mainly  depends?  "if  a  judgment  could  be  formed  of 
the  positive  size  of  the  stomach,  respiratory  organs,  or  the  heart,  it  would 
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give  us  no  lule   of  detennining  the  degree  of  energy  with  which  their 
offices  were  perfoirned. 

The  o)3eration  of  tlie  external  senses  forms  a  part,  and  no  ignoble  part, 
of  the  mental  function  ;  and  what  rules  have  Gall  and  Spurzheim  given 
us  to  determine  the  dimensions  of  the  nerves  of  these  organs  ?  Are  they 
invariably  large  when  the  brain  is  large  ?  Does  the  size  of  the  optic  and  au- 
ditory nerves  always  correspond  to  the  size  of  the  brain  ?  Are  these  nerves 
always  large  when  the  organs  of  sense  are  large  ?  Are  the  senses  of  taste, 
smellino-  and  feeling,  sure  to  be  acute  when  the  brain  is  the  most  active  ? 
The  external  senses  are  the  basis  of  all  our  knowledge,  and  I  am  sur- 
prised at  the  degree  of  inattention  with  which  they  are  treated  by  Drs. 
Gall  and  Spurzheim.  In  the  system  of  these  gentlemen,  the  five  exter- 
nal senses  hardly  appear  to  be  necessary  to  the  acquisition  of  a  knowledge 
of  the  external  world. 

The  second  prominent   principle  of  Gall   and   Spurzheim,  is  that  the 
brain  consists  of  a   plurality  of  organs.     It  is  singular   enough  that  the 
existence  of  these  organs  should   have   been  inferred  from  the  supposed 
existence  of  a  plurality  of  metaphysical   principles,  which  they  denomi- 
nate  primitive  principles — a   species  of  principles   always  regarded   by 
philosophers  with   the   greatest   distrust.     How  subtle  and  intangible  the 
principle  of  Ideality,  Comparativeness,  or  Causality.     What  two  philoso- 
phers could   possibly  give   the  same  definition  of  them  ?     To  infer  the 
positive  existence  of  physical  organs  from  the  supposed  existence  of  ab- 
stract principles  so  extremely  problematical,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  devia- 
tion from   every  acknowledged   rule  of  philosophizing.     Mr.  Spurzheim 
has  discovered  tl)irty-five  primitive  abstract  principles,  denominated  senti- 
ments, propensities  and  faculties,  which  he  contends  must  require  as  many 
separate  organs  for  their  manifestation.     I  should  as  soon  have  thought  of 
searching   the   retina  of  the  eye  for   a   plurality  of  organs   located  there, 
for  the  purpose  of  distinguishing  the  diversity  of  objects  addressed  to  the 
sense  of  siglit,  as  of  searching  the  surface  of  the  brain  for  a  plurality  of 
organs  as  the  instruments  of  the  diverse  mental  operations.     The  eye 
performs  a  multifarious  office,  like  the  brain,  and   would  seem  to  require 
a   similar  diversity  of  subordinate  organs.     There  is  a  plurality  of  ele- 
mentary principles   in   the   blood  ;  does  it  not,  therefore,  follow  that  the 
heart  must  have   a   plurality  of  organs   to  eliminate   and   combine  these 
principles?     The  office  of  the  stomach   is  as  manifold  as  the  office  of 
the  brain  ;  does  it  not  also  require   a  plurality  of  little  subordinate  sto- 
machs?    How  discordant  and  diversified  the  sounds  addressed  to  the  ear ; 
how  numerous  the  species  of  odors  ;  how  opposite  the  degrees  and  kinds 
of  sensations   produced    by  the  single  organ   of  feeling.     The  anatomy 
and  organization  of  the  brain,  like   the  anatomy  and  organization  of  the 
eye  or  any  other  organ,  conduct  us  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  single  or- 
gan,'all  its  parts  contributing  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  single  purpose, 
the  production  of  a  train  of  feelings  and  ideas. 

Dr.  Spurzheim  has  allotted  several  cerebral  organs  for  the  reception 
and  manifestation  of  the  impressions  derived  from  one  single  organ  of 
sense,  the  sense  of  sight ;  viz.  :  Color,  Configuration,  Size,  Individuality, 
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Ideality,  &tc.  There  are  thirty-five  cerebral  organs  to  receive  and  mani- 
fest the  impressions  derived  from  the  five  organs  of  sense  ;  that  is,  seven 
cerehral  organs  for  each  organ  of  sense,  or  in  this  proportion.  The  ne- 
cessity of  such  an  arrangement  surpasses  my  comprehension.  In  its 
form,  the  sanguiferous  system  corresponds  very  nearly  to  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, and  the  heart  has  probably  as  many  branches  as  the  brain  ;  but  yet 
all  these  branches,  extremely  complicated  and  diversified  in  their  action, 
imply  no  diversity  in  the  action  of  the  heart,  nor  was  there  ever  a  diver- 
sity of  subordinate  organs  suspected.  No  analogy  of  any  organ  in  the 
system,  conducts  us  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  a  plurality  of  organs 
in  the  brain. 

According  to  the  method  which  Dr.  Spurzheim  follows  in  discovering 
and  defining  a  special  faculty  of  the  mind,  many  more  special  faculties 
might  be  added  to  the  list  which  he  has  given  us  ;  more  easily  cogniza- 
ble, and  more  clearly  distinguishable  from  each  other.  The  love  ol  mo- 
tion is  earlier  developed  than  the  love  of  music,  and  dancing  was  in  vogue 
before  the  violin  or  the  piano  forte  was  invented.  The  gambols  of  child- 
ren are  more  pleasing  than  the  sofiest  music.  Thirst  is  as  distinct  from 
hunger,  as  physical  love  is  from  the  love  of  gain.  Thirst  exists  with- 
out hunger,  and  hunger  exists  without  thirst.  Innutritious  liquids  will 
not  satisfy  hunger,  nor  solid  food  satisfy  thirst.  Perhaps  another  Charles 
Bell  may  discover  that  these  two  propensities  proceed  from  two  distinct 
sets  of  nerves,  distributed  to  the  stomach.  There  should  be,  therefore,  an 
organ  of  Thirst.  The  propensity  to  sleep  is  as  constant  and  urgent  as 
the  propensity  to  eat,  and  the  gratification  ecjually  pleasant.  In  some 
people  it  constitutes  the  most  delicious  indulgence ;  and,  in  many  species 
of  animals,  it  is  even  stronger,  and  indulgence  in  it  more  gratifying,  than 
in  the  human  species.  Why  should  there  not  be  an  organ  of  Sleep  ? 
The  love  of  intoxication  is  a  distinct  propensity  from  thirst  or  hunger, 
and  discovers  itself  among  all  nations.  It  is  the  love  of  exhilaration,  and 
for  the  most  part  originates  in  the  constitution  of  the  nerv^ous  system. 
Why  should  there  not  be  a  special  organ  for  the  manifestation  of  this 
propensity  ?  There  is  also  a  propensity  to  see,  a  propensity  to  hear,  a 
propensity  to  taste,  to  smell  and  to  feel.  Why  not  a  special  organ  (or 
each  of  these  original  propensities? 

Peter  Camper,  a  Dutchman  of  some  note,  who  figured  as  a  physiolo- 
gist about  a  hundred  years  ago,  probably  in  compliance  with  long-estab- 
lished prejudices,  for,  in  the  western  part  of  Europe,  he  could  have  had 
but  few  opportunities  of  personal  observation  upon  the  subject  upon 
which  he  treated,  invented  a  method  of  ascertaining  the  intellectual  ca- 
pacities of  the  different  races  of  men,  founded  upon  the  different  confor- 
mations of  the  frontal  portion  of  the  brain  or  head.  Camper  contended 
that  the  forehead  of  the  while  race  was  more  erect  than  that  of  either  of 
the  other  races  of  men,  and  that  the  forehead  of  the  African  race  was  the 
least  erect  of  all.  Gall  and  Spurzheim  have  seized  upon  tliis  hypothesis, 
for  it  was  but  mere  hypothesis  with  Camper,  to  build  up  a  superstructure 
of  their  own.  In  this  city  there  is  from  one  to  two  thousand  of  the  Afri- 
can race,  and  there  has  always   been  about  the  proportion  one  man  of 
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color  to  twelve  whites.  I  have  often  noticed  the  shape  of  their  foreheads 
in  connection  with  the  facial  angle  invented  by  Camper,  but  could  never 
discover  any  prevailing  difference  between  the  erectness  of  their  foreheads 
and  the  foreheads  of  the  whites.  In  the  same  number  of  individuals  there 
is,  according  to  my  observation,  as  great  a  number  of  erect  foreheads  among 
the  African  as  among  the  European  tribe.  In  all  our  American  cities, 
we  have  had  a  much  better  opportunity  of  deciding  upon  a  fact  of  this 
nature  than  Camper  could  possibly  have  had  in  the  cities  of  Europe, 
where  the  colored  races  are,  and  always  have  been,  comparatively  rare. 
If  there  had  been  any  truth  in  the  hypothesis  of  Camper,  would  not  the 
fact  have  long  ago  become  proverbial  among  us,  like  the  other  external 
peculiarities  among  the  two  colors?  The  shorter  hair,  the  flatter  nose, 
the  more  prominent  heel,  have  all  become  proverbial ;  if  the  forehead 
had  been  really  less  upright,  would  it  not  have  been  observed,  and  would 
the  race  not  have  been  reproached  with  it?  The  color  makes  the  fore- 
head of  the  African,  at  first  sight,  less  conspicuous  than  the  forehead  of 
t[)e  white  man,  and,  perhaps,  it  may  have  influenced  our  judgment  with 
regard  to  its  height  and  erectness,  and  so  have  originated  the  error.  A 
retreating  forehead,  however,  does  exist  in  individuals  among  all  mankind  ; 
but  even  the  existence  of  such  a  conformation  of  the  forehead  does  not 
imply,  in  my  mind,  any  deficiency  in  the  frontal  portion  of  the  brain. 
The  brain  is  a  soft  mass,  and  conforms  itself,  in  shape,  to  the  shape  of 
the  cranium.  The  soft  parts  in  contact  vvith  the  bones  always  conform 
themselves  to  the  bones,  and  not  the  bones  to  the  soft  parts.  Dr.  Spurz- 
heim  evidently  supposes  the  brain  to  originate  the  shape  of  the  cranium, 
and  the  shape  of  the  cerebral  organs  to  produce  a  corresponding  bump  or 
prominence  in  the  bones  of  the  head — a  postulate  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  his  theory,  but  which  no  physiologist  would  consent  to  concede 
to  him.  The  same  frontal  mass  of  brain  may  exist  where  the  bone  re- 
treats, as  if  it  were  upright.  In  the  former  case,  the  same  mass  merely 
reclines,  whereas,  in  llie  latter,  it  is  forced  into  a  more  upright  position 
by  the  different  position  of  the  bone,  if  the  liver  or  the  lungs  were  to  ex- 
hibit a  similar  deviation  in  shnpe,  is  it  supposable  that  the  new  shape 
would  essentially  affect  the  strength  and  energy  of  function  in  either  of 
these  organs  ?  Nature  allows  great  latitude  in  the  shape  of  ail  the  ani- 
mal organs,  without  creating  any  perceptible  difference  in  the  energy  of 
their  functions.  As  little  consequence  is  it  to  ti)e  vital  force  of  the 
brain,  whether  one  of  its  lobes  is  a  little  larger  or  smaller  than  the  other. 
How  could  it  affect  the  oxygenation  of  the  blood,  if  one  lobe  of  the  lungs 
happened  to  be  of  a  little  different  shape  or  size  from  the  other;  or  the 
secretion  of  tlie  bile,  if  one  lobe  of  the  liver  be  twice  ti)e  size  of  the 
other,  and  of  different  shape  ? 

There  is  a  singular  hiatus  between  the  situation  of  the  cerebral  organs 
as  they  are  described  and  located  by  Dr.  Spurzheim,  and  the  external 
organs  of  sense.  Language  is  oral  as  well  as  written,  and  one  would 
suppose  that  the  organ  of  Language  should  be  in  connection  with  the  au- 
ditory nerve.  The  organ  of  Music  should  also  be  located  in  the  same 
connection.     But  the  former  is  located  at  a  "teat  distance  from  the  nerve 


Theory  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim.  117 

of  hearing,  and  the  latter  not  very  near  it.  The  organs  of  Color,  Con- 
figuration, Locality  and  Ideality,  the  anatomist  would  expect  to  find  in 
close  connection  with  the  thalami  nervorum  opticorum  ;  Alimentiveness, 
in  a  continuous  route  to  the  nerves  of  taste  and  smell  ;  the  organ  of 
Combativeness,  at  the  origin  of  the  brachial  nerves.  What  complicatod 
processes  the  mind  must  go  through  in  order  to  form  an  idea  of  any  par- 
ticular event,  an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  for  instance.  The  external  senses, 
the  eyes,  are  barely  the  preliminary  instruments  in  informing  us  of  a 
distant  object,  but  give  us  no  idea  of  its  color,  figure,  size,  whether  it  is  a 
thing  or  an  event,  or  whether  it  is  an  individual  object  or  several  objects. 
The  organ  of  Color  determines  that  the  moon,  in  a  total  eclipse,  is  black. 
The  organ  of  Configuration  determines  that  it  is  lound  and  not  square. 
The  organ  of  Size  determines  that  it  is  small.  The  organ  of  Compara- 
tiveness,  that  it  is  less  in  size  than  the  sun.  The  organ  of  Individuality, 
that  it  is  single.  The  organ  of  Eventuality,  that  the  eclipse  is  an  event. 
Thus  the  impression  made  on  the  retina,  goes  through  six  special  organs 
before  it  becomes  a  complete  idea  of  an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  and  all 
these  organs  holding  no  anatomical  or  vascular  connection  with  each  other. 

The  organ  of  Adhesiveness  manifests  a  piopensity  to  adhere  to  the 
same  persons  ;  and  the  organ  of  Inhabitiveness  a  propensity  to  adhere  to 
the  same  places  and  things.  Now  who  does  not  perceive  that  the  dis- 
tinction here  made  is  founded  on  the  difference  between  persons  and 
places,  or  between  animate  and  inanimate  objects,  and  not  on  any  con- 
ceivable difference  between  a  propensity  for  persons  and  a  propensity  for 
places.  In  the  same  way  the  appetite  of  hunger  might  be  divided  into 
as  many  special  propensities  as  there  are  different  species  of  food,  and 
the  organ  of  sight  into  as  many  subordinate  organs  as  there  are  classes  of 
objects  addressed  to  it.  Such  distinctions  neither  contribute  to  informa- 
tion nor  to  utility  ;  they  may  be  multiplied  without  end,  and  invented 
where  no  actual  differences,  in  things,  exist. 

The  shapes  of  the  phrenological  organs  are  no  less  remarkable  than 
their  relative  situations  and  their  functions.  Some  are  nearly  squares, 
others  parallelograms;  some  are  triangular,  others  are  trapezoids.  In 
general,  they  bear  no  similitude  to  any  other  animal  organs.  There  is  a 
certain  law  of  configuration  I'lmning  through  all  the  animal  organs,  a  cer- 
tain cylindrical  and  globular  contour  or  form,  easily  cognizable,  but  yet 
very  difficult  to  define.  In  the  delineation  of  the  cerebral  organs,  by  Dr. 
Spurzheim,  this  law  is  no  where  discoverable  ;  the  shapes  of  the  organs 
have  no  conformity  to  each  other  or  to  the  shapes  of  the  other  organs  of 
the  animal  system. 

The  special  organs  of  the  brain,  we  are  informed  by  Dr.  Spurzheim, 
are  developed,  or  increased  in  size,  by  exercise.  The  exercise  of  an  or- 
gan, in  itself  considered,  has  no  effect  in  enlarging  its  size.  The  size  of 
an  organ  depends  upon  the  quantity  of  blood  which  it  receives  in  a  given 
time,  as  I  have  shown  in  a  paper  published  in  this  Journal  in  July,  1843. 
The  exercise  of  the  brain  has  no  effect  in  supplying  itself,  thereby,  with 
an  extra  quantity  of  blood,  and,  therefore,  the  exercise  of  the  cerebral 
mass  in  general,  or  of  any  part  of  it   in  particular,  can  have  no  tendency 
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to  increase  its  size.  Tlie  more  bile  the  liver  secretes  or  the  greater  its 
activity,  the  more  that  organ  is  emaciated  or  diminished  in  size;  and  such 
must  be  the  effect  of  exercise  with  every  organ  which,  by  that  exercise, 
is  not  supplied  wiih  a  greater  amount  of  blood.  Even  the  muscles  are 
not  enlarged  by  exercise,  of  itself;  the  enlargement  is  owing  to  the 
agency  ot  exercise  in  forcing  into  them  a  greater  an)ount  than  ordinary  of 
arterial  blood,  tlieir  appropriate  nutriment.  Muscular  exercise,  added  to 
the  natural  force  of  the  circulation,  is  in  this  way  the  great  agent,  and  al- 
most the  only  agent,  in  augmenting  the  size  of  the  body  in  general  and  of 
the  brain  in  particular.  The  muscles  have  a  known  agency  in  propel- 
fmg  the  blood  ;  the  brain  has  no  such  power,  and  consequently  no  power 
of  augmenting  its  own  size.  The  brain  manifests  the  most  perfect  passivity, 
and  its  phenomena  are  produced  by  the  action  of  foreign  stimuli  upon  it. 
A  nerve  never  manifesis  the  least  contractile  power.  If,  in  an  amputa- 
tion or  any  other  surgical  operation,  the  end  of  a  nerve  is  left  exposed,  it 
remains  exposed,  until  it  sloughs  off;  it  never  retracts. 

If  mankind  do  not  differ  |)erceptibly  in  the  capacity  of  their  external 
senses,  what  reason  have  we  to  search  for  a  greater  difference  in  their 
mental  capacities?  There  are  instances  of  idiocy  and  of  noii  compos 
mentis,  as  there  are  of  blindness  and  deafness  ;  but  as  a  general  principle, 
the  capacities  of  the  human  race  appear  to  me  to  be  very  nearly  equal ; 
not  mathematically  equal,  for  animal  bodies  admit  of  no  such  equality, 
but  physiologically  the  same.  In  muscular  strength  they  differ  mate- 
rially ;  but  in  the  phenomena  of  the  mind,  carried  on  whether  they  will 
or  not,  a  class  of  phenomena  which  resembles  no  other  but  the  phe- 
nomena of  the  senses,  the  individuals  of  the  human  race  differ  much  too 
little  ever  to  become  a  subject  of  discussion. 

The  largest  class  of  brains  are  not  found  among  those  who,  from  in- 
fancy, are  educated  scholars,  but  among  the  laboring  class.  The  brains 
of  the  laboring  class,  like  their  lungs  and  stomach,  are  enlarged  by  exer- 
cise. The  size  of  their  muscles  is  only  an  index  of  the  size  of  their 
brains  ;  the  latter  are  as  much  larger  than  the  brains  of  sedentary  people, 
however  active  may  have  been  their  minds,  as  are  their  muscles.  It  is 
not  genius  which  enlarges  the  brain,  but  the  plough-handle  and  the  spade. 

Providence,  Feb.  VSth,  1844.  D.  B.  Slack. 


A   COFFEE-BEAN   IN   THE   TRACHEA— DEATH   OF   THE   PATIENT. 

(Communicated  for  the   Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.) 

October  2d,  1843,  I  was  called  to  visit  a  child  of  Mr.  S.  D.,  about 
two  years  of  age,  which  presented,  on  examination,  the  ordinary  symp- 
toms of  acute  bronchitis  in  a  mild  form.  The  disease  yielded  to  treat- 
ment, so  that  on  tlip  fourth  day  1  ceased  my  visits.  I  learned,  however, 
from  the  mother  of  the  child,  a  few  days  after  this,  that  some  difHculty 
of  breathing,  and  a  wheezing  sound  witli  a  slight  cough,  still  remained. 

The  child  was  in  the  habit  of  playing  with  coffee  ;  and  she  now  stated 
to  me  that  she  entertained  fears  that  some  of  it  had  been  "  swallowed  " 


A  Coffee-bean  in  the  Trachea.  119 

before  I  was  first  called,  as  it  had  a  "  fit  of  choking,"  although  this 
was  not  so  severe  as  to  attract  much  attention  at  the  time  it  occurred. 
As  T  had  recently  seen  several  other  children  who  labored  under  a  bron- 
chitic  affection,  I  supposed  her  fears  were  groundless.  I  did  not,  how- 
ever, again  see  the  patient. 

Subseciuently,  a  physician  who  pretends  to  have  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  diseases  of  the  chest,  and  to  have  remarkable  success  in  their 
treatment,  saw  the  child  several  times,  and  after  a  critical  examination 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  considerable  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  ris:ht  lung.  As  the  right  side  of  the  chest 
was  somewhat  enlarged,  he  thought  the  right  lung  to  be  the  only  organ 
diseased,  and  if  (as  the  mother  of  the  child  suggested  to  him)  coffee  had 
passed  down  the  trachea,  it  must  have  lodged  in  that  lung.  A  cough 
mixture,  with  an  occasional  dose  of  rliei  et  sodte,  were  ordered,  with  ru- 
befacients externally,  and  exercise  in  the  open  air. 

The  child  continued  without  much  improvement  to  Nov.  27th.  On 
the  28th  I  was  called  again  in  haste,  and  found  it  in  convulsions.  The 
day  previous  it  had  been  exposed  to  a  current  of  cold  air,  and  eaten  a 
considerable  (]uantity  of  raisins.  I  immediately  evacuated  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels  with  ipecac,  and  sub.  mur.  hyd.,  ordered  the 
warm  bath,  and  anti-spasmodics  internally.  On  the  following  morning  it 
appeared  so  much  improved  that  we  anticipated  a  happy  result.  During 
the  day,  how^ever,  the  unfavorable  symptoms  returned  with  renewed 
vigor,  and  in  the  evening  and  night  following  it  had  a  succession  of 
spasms,  which  terminated  in  the  death  of  the  little  sufferer  at  6  o'clock, 
on  the  mornin^f  of  the  30di,  forty-two  hours  after  I  first  saw  it. 

Autopsy,  eight  hours  after  death,  in  presence  of  Dr.  P.  Brown  and 
others.  Right  lung  in  a  healthy  condition.  Left  lung  considerably  en- 
larged, and  lower  portion  hepatized.  In  the  left  bronchial  tube,  nearly 
two  inches  below  the  bifurcation,  found  half  a  grain  of  burned  coffee.  Mu- 
cous membrane  at  this  point  much  inflamed,  and  the  tube  enlarged,  with 
the  walls  thickened  and  more  dense  than  natural. 

Liver  one  third  larger  than  usual,  and  adhered  to  the  diaphragm  very 
extensively.  It  appeared  to  Occupy  the  lower  portion  of  the  chest,  and 
to  press  the  right  lung  from  its  native  position.  This,  however,  was  the 
effect  of  former  disease.  The  enlargement  of  the  right  breast,  without  a 
corresponding  enlargement  or  disease  of  the  right  lung,  is  here  explained. 
When  the  passage  of  air  through  the  left  bronchial  tube  became  obstruct- 
ed by  the  coffee,  the  right  lung,  in  its  efforts  to  do  the  duty  of  both,  and 
coming  in  contact  with  an  unjielding  mass  of  liver  below,  forced  the 
ribs  forward,  and  gave  that  side  of  the  chest  its  unusual  prominence. 

Near  the  cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach  the  vessels  were  somewhat  in- 
jected, exhibiting  signs  of  inflammation. 

In  the  small  intestines  found  one  grain  of  unburned  coffee,  but  no  in- 
dication of  disease. 

All  other  organs  in  a  normal  condition.  J.  H.  Morse. 

Manchester,  N.  U.,  Jan.  Ath,  1S44. 


(  120  ) 

ORGANIC   DISEASE   OF   THE  HEART— A   CASE. 

ICoiiimunicated  for  the  Bosloii  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 1 

S.  A.  H.,  aet.  35,  a  blacksmith,  of  active  and  laborious  habits,  and  ap- 
parently in  sound  health  previous  to  his  present  illness,  was  attacked 
Feb.  8th,  1844,  with  pyrexia,  accompanied  by  severe  pains  in  the  loins 
and  pelvis,  and  dysuria.  In  this  condition  I  found  him  on  my  first  visit  on 
the  9th,  his  pulse  being  about  120.  A  cathartic  of  calomel  and  jalap 
and  a  Dover's  powder  or  two,  followed  by  warm  drinks,  exciting  perspi- 
ration freely,  materially  mitigated  the  pains,  and  reduced  the  frequency  of 
the  pulse  to  84.  Under  the  use  of  infus.  uva  ursi,  bal.  juniper  and  spt. 
nit.  dulc,  the  dysuria  wore  off  in  a  day  or  two  after,  so  that  the  case  pre- 
sented the  appearance  of  a  simple  continued  fever  of  a  very  mild  form  ; 
the  tongue  being  thinly  coated  with  a  white  moist  fur,  and  the  pulse  only 
slightly  accelerated.  In  this  condition  lie  continued  some  five  or  six 
days,  using  laxatives,  diaphoretics,  and  a  mild  antiphlogistic  regimen. 
Once  during  the  time  he  complained  of  pain  in  one  thumb,  at  another 
time  of  pain  in  one  of  his  fingers.  But  these  were  of  short  duration,  and 
disappeared  spontaneously. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  I  found  a  remarkable  aggravation  of  the 
disease,  accompanied  by  severe  pain  in  his  forehead,  increased  heat  of 
surface,  and  a  pulse  beating  120  a  minute.  I  could  not  account  for  this 
sudden  increase  of  his  fever.  A  full  dose  of  hyd.  submur.,  worked  off 
by  salts  and  senna,  afforded  but  little  relief  Venesection  to  the  amount 
of  a  pound  was  afterwards  resorted  to,  with  temporary  relief  only.  A 
dose  of  morphin.  sulph.,  gr.  one  third,  relieved  the  severe  headache,  and 
this  symptom  was  subsequently  kept  under  by  a  repetition  of  the  dose 
once  in  six  or  eight  hours.     The  fever  continued  without  abatement. 

Feb.  20. — Dr.  E.  Ives,  of  this  city,  was  called  in  consultation,  and 
from  this  time  continued  to  attend  with  me.  About  this  time  we  noticed 
something  unusual  in  the  action  of  the  heart.  It  pulsated  with  much 
force,  and  something  abnormal  in  its  sounds  led  us  to  suspect  organic  diffi- 
culty in  this  organ.  He  now,  for  the  first  time,  complained  of  pain  in 
the  region  of  the  heart,  for  which  a  sinapism  was  applied,  and  subse- 
quently an  epispastic.  Respiration  became  too  frequent  and  laborious, 
while  a  slight  delirium,  which  had  shown  itself  occasionally  for  a  day  or 
two,  seemed  now  subsiding  into  a  stupor.  Death  occurred  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2.3d. 

Autopsia,  twenty-one  hours  after  death. — Lungs  and  abdominal  vis- 
cera generally  healthy.  Some  adhesion  of  left  lung  to  pleura  costalis, 
but  not  great.  Pericardium  contained  about  a  gill  of  a  slightly 
reddish  serum.  Heart  of  its  usual  size.  On  laying  open  the  right  au- 
ricle, an  irregular  orifice  appeared,  a  few  lines  above  the  auriculo-ventri- 
cular  valve,  being  of  about  one  fourth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  the  effect, 
apparently,  of  ulceration.  The  margin  of  this  perforation  was  jagged  or 
fringed,  while  the  lips  of  it  projected  into  the  auricle.  A  probe  inserted 
into  the  opening  passed  directly  into  the  left  ventricle,  just  below  the 
valves  of  the  aorta.     The  septum  or  substance  perforated  was  apparently 
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a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  No  other  part  of  the  heart  was  found 
in  a  diseased  stale.  The  foramen  ovale  was  closed  perfectly,  the  site  of 
it  being  about  an  inch  from  the  perforation. 

From  the  relative  position  of  the  parts,  it  seems  evident  that  the  power- 
ful contraction  of  the  left  ventricle,  while  it  was  sending  blood  into  the 
aorta,  would  force  some  of  it  through  this  perforation  into  the  right  auri- 
cle. That  it  was  forced  through  in  this  direction  is  also  rendered  proba- 
ble by  the  appearance  of  the  orifice,  the  irregular  lips  of  which  were  pro- 
truded into  the  auricular  cavity,  while  there  was  no  such  protrusion  on 
the  opposite  surface  in  the  ventricle.  \ .  M.  Dow. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Feb.  29tfi,  1844. 
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LECTURES,    CATALOGUES,    &c. 

1.  Magneto-Electricity. — Dr.  Nelson  Walkly,  of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama, 
has  given  the  public  an  account  of  "  Two  years'  experience  in  the  employ- 
ment of  Magneto-Electricity  as  a  remedial  agent  in  disease,"  in  the  form 
of  a  compact  pamphlet.  The  author  says,  very  frankly,  that  no  argu- 
ments are  advanced  to  show  the  quo  modo  of  the  action  of  magneto-elec- 
tricity, or  upon  what  principles  its  remedial  powers  depend.  It  must  suf- 
fice, for  ourselves,  to  say  that  fifty-six  cases  of  disease  are  cited  by  Dr. 
Walkly,  embracing  amaurosis,  amenorrhoea,  angina  pectoris,  apoplexy, 
asthma,  chorea,  deafness,  dysmenorrhoea,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  intermittent 
fever,  neuralgia,  tic  douloureux,  paralysis,  hemiplegia,  paraplegia,  rheu- 
matism, &c.  &:c.,  alphabetically  arranged,  and,  for  aught  we  know  to  the 
contrary,  these  might  have  been  continued  to  the  numerical  end  of  human 
woes,  which  have  been  subjected  to  the  controlling,  all-subduing  influences 
of  magneto-electricity.  The  fact  is.  Dr.  Walkly  has  been  a  successful 
practitioner  with  his  machine  ;  but  he  runs  into  the  common  error  of  an 
enthusiastic  mind,  in  supposing  that  he  has  discovered  or  wielded  a  power 
that  is  a  sovereign  remedy  for  all  diseases. 

Since  the  fall  of  1840,  Dr.  Walkly  says  that  he  has  been  in  the  almost 
constant  use  of  his  machine,  which,  by  the  vvay,  was  manufactured  by  our 
obliging  and  ingenious  friend,  Mr.  Daniel  Davis,  in  this  city.  It  is  pretty 
much  with  new  remedies  as  it  is  with  tea — "  far  brought  and  dear  bought  " 
gives  them  an  increased  value.  Now  these  beautifully  constructed  instru- 
ments are  made  at  our  door,  and  can  be  had  at  a  reasonable  cost,  and  yet 
they  have  no  sort  of  reputation  in  the  city  of  Boston  for  relieving  distress, 
for  modifying,  and  much  less  for  removing,  diseases. 

Highly  as  we  estimate  Dr.  Walkly's  enterprise  and  determination  to  lay 
the  elements  under  contribution  for  the  benefit  of  man  on  the  bed  of  sick- 
ness, it  strikes  us  that  he  will  by  and  by  turn  his  attention  to  some  other 
field  for  exploration,  that  will  yield  him  a  richer  and  more  certain  harvest. 

2.  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Neiv  York. — A  few  years  ago,  it 
was  not  an  uncommon   remark,  that  the  old  Crosby  Street  College  was  in 
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a  consumptive  condition,  and  that  to  raise  it  to  health  and  distinction  was 
a  hopeless  undertaking.  Look  at  it  in  1844,  with  its  one  hundred  and 
eighiy-two  students,  and  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  unexceptionable 
faculties  on  the  borders  of  the  Atlantic  shores  I  It  presents  no  aspect  of 
decay  or  want  of  vigor  in  any  of  its  departments.  The  fact  is,  the  cha- 
racter of  the  institution  never  took  higher  ground  than  at  the  present  mo- 
ment ;  nor  was  there  ever  a  period  in  its  history  when  it  stood  belter  in 
the  estimation  of  a  discriminating  public. 

3.  Jefferson  Medical  College. — As  usual,  there  is  an  immense  class  in 
attendance.  Three  hundred  and  forty-one  students  shows  that  there  must 
be  something  attractive  in  the  character  of  the  institution.  In  1843,  forty- 
seven  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  M.D.  All  the  professors  are  known 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  country,  as  men  of  learning,  bril- 
liancy, and  tact  in  teaching.  This,  after  all,  is  the  true  secret  of  success 
in  a  medical  school. 

4.  Ci?ici?ina/i  School  of  Medicine. — At  the  queen  city  of  the  West, 
they  strive  manfully  against  the  medical  radicalisms  of  the  day,  by  teach- 
ing the  science  of  medicine  in  the  proper  and  legitimate  way.  If  the  peo- 
ple would  sustain  those  who  do  so  much  for  the  rising  glory  of  Ohio,  as 
the  regular  body  of  physicians  in  that  noble  and  enterprising  State,  medi- 
cal impostors  would  not  have  an  abiding  place  in  the  commonwealth. 
Next  to  Boston,  Cincinnati  is  the  paradise  of  quacks,  as  Washington  is 
the  elysium  of  hackmen.  But  we  had  in  view,  when  this  paragraph  was 
commenced,  a  word  in  reference  to  the  Cincinnati  Summer  School  of 
Medicine.  Six  gentlemen,  distinguished  for  their  attainments  in  science, 
have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  thorough  course  of  lectures, 
from  April  till  October.  Dr.  John  P.  Harrison,  whom  we  regard  as  one 
of  the  most  profound  thinkers  of  the  West,  so  far  as  his  writings  are  a 
chart  of  a  man's  mind,  conducts  the  course  on  the  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
Our  friend,  Dr.  L.  M.  Lawson,  known  as  the  conductor  of  the  Western 
Lancet,  takes  charge  of  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice.  If  the  under- 
taking does  not  succeed,  then  it  will  be  very  certain  that  medical  students, 
in  that  region,  are  incapable  of  appreciating  talents  and  professional  quali- 
fications of  a  high  order. 

5.  Albany  Medical  College. — The  recent  catalogue  of  this  flourishing 
institution,  has  the  names  of  one  hundred  and  eight  students.  One  is 
quite  surprised  at  the  number  of  operations  performed  before  the  class 
during  the  term.  Dr.  March  is  an  expert  surgeon,  who  keeps  to  the  even 
tenor  of  his  ways,  contributing  as  much  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of 
afflicted  humanity,  by  his  skill  and  kindness  of  heart,  as  any  gentleman 
in  the  whole  circle  of  our  acquaintance. 

6.  Geneva  Medical  Instittition. — During  the  late  session,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-five  students  were  matriculated.  Notwithstanding  the  croak- 
ings  of  soine  envious  spectators,  who  cannot  look  with  pleasure  upon  the 
prosperity  of  any  men  or  measures  with  which  they  are  not  identified, 
the  Geneva  faculty  have  great  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  reputation,  since 
it  is  certain  that  the  increase  of  students  is  based  on  their  merits  and 
daily  exertions.  We  wish  the  college  uninterrupted  progress  in  the  way 
of  well-doing. 

7.  Willoughby  University. — An  endorsement  on  the  last  catalogue  says 
that  "  the  new  arrangement  at  Willoughby  has  bettered  the  school  in 
every  respect."     It   will  be  recollected  that  several  of  the  professors,  the 
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last  season,  united  in  organizing  a  new  school  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Fifty- 
two  students  were  in  attendance  at  the  late  term  at  Willoughby,  and  every- 
thing was  going  on,  at  the  last  accounts,  prosperously  and  satisfactorily. 


Pidse  of  the  Insane. — Dr,  Woodward,  in  regard  to  further  investiga- 
tions respecting  the  pulse  of  the  insane,  writes  : — "  In  the  course  of  the 
month  of  February  I  have  examined  the  pulse  of  40  cases  of  recent  and 
excited  insanity,  mostly  maniacs,  some  of  them  in  the  highest  state  of 
violence  and  fury.  Of  these  40  cases,  nineteen  were  males  and  twenty- 
one  females.  The  average  frequency  of  pulse  with  these  male  patients 
was  a  little  more  than  SO,  and  with  ihe  females  a  little  more  than  81. 

"  The  pulse  of  the  insane  may  be  made  more  frequent  by  various 
causes,  such  as  unusual  excitement  at  the  time  of  examination,  disease  of 
the  physical  system,  either  independent  of  insanity  or  more  or  less  inti- 
mately connected  with  it  as  a  cause.  It  may  be  stated  as  a  fact,  that  the 
pulse  of  most  recent  cases  of  mania  is  increased  in  frequency,  while  in 
chronic  cases  it  is  as  slow  or  slower  than  in  health.  The  pulse  itself,  in- 
dependent of  other  indications,  can  never  be  relied  on  as  evidence  of  in- 
sanity. But  if  the  pulse  is  uniformly  considerably  more  frequent  than 
in  health,  in  a  case  suspected  to  be  similated,  it  would  be  a  strongly-cor- 
roborating circumstance  that  insanity  was  real  and  not  feigned.  In  the 
case  of  Rogers,  the  Slate-prison  homicide,  one  of  the  medical  witnesses 
testified  that  his  pulse  was  always,  when  he  felt  it,  as  high  as  .100  in  a 
minute  ;  and  after  he  was  removed  to  this  Hospital,  for  some  time  it  was 
found  every  day  to  be  from  94  to  105." 


Mortality  of  Loioell  in  1843. — In  looking  over  the  neatly-printed  sheet 
of  the  last  year's  deaths  in  Lowell,  we  were  struck  with  the  orderly  ar- 
rangement of  the  diseases,  the  ages,  sex,  &c.  The  City  Physician,  Elisha 
Huntington,  M.D.,  who  prepared  the  report,  was  Mayor  of  the  city  when 
the  last  bill  of  mortality  was  the  subject  of  observation  in  this  Journal, 
and  last  week  was  again  chosen  to  the  same  responsible  office.  Dr. 
Huntington  makes  a  good  medical  officer,  and  it  was  acknowledged  on  all 
hands,  in  1842,  that  he  was  an  excellent  magistrate. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  364,  without  including  34  stillborn. 
The  following  is  the  number  of  deaths  from  some  of  the  more  important 
diseases  : — Consumption,  73  ;  inflammation  of  lungs, 16  ;  cholera  infantum, 
27  ;typhoid  fever,  38  ;  scarlet  fever  (in  1841,  43),  6  ;  dysentery,  11  ;  in- 
flammation of  the  brain,  8  ;  croup,  6.  Under  10  years  of  age,  166  ;  over 
60  years,  11. 

"  The  foregoing  statement,"  says  Dr.  H.,  "  has  been  compiled  from 
the  returns  of  the  several  undertakers,  carefully  collated  with  the  reports, 
kindly  furnished  by  the  physicians,  and  may  therefore  be  considered  as 
very  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  accurate.  It  presents  the  gratifying  result  of 
a  diminished  mortality  ;  the  number  of  deaths  being  109  less  than  in 
1842 — 70  less  than  in  1841,  and  43  less  than  in  1840.  Estimating  the 
population  of  the  city  at  25,000,  and  this  is  doubtless  within  the  truth,  the 
deaths  have  been  one  in  68  7-10  nearly.  The  erection  of  a  very  large 
number  of  private  dvvellings  has  enabled  many  of  our  citizens  to  occupy 
more  airy  and  less  crowded  habitations,  than  they  were  formerly  obliged 
to  do,  and  the  construction  of  common  sewers,  running  through  the  most 
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densely  populated  portions  of  the  city,  has  afforded  the  means  of  cleanli- 
ness that  have  not  existed  till  recently.  To  what  extent  these  agencies 
have  operated,  in  producing  the  results  just  adverted  to,  it  may  not  be 
easy  to  determine  ;  but  that  they  have  to  a  good  degree  promoted  the 
health  and  comfort  of  our  people,  I  have  no  doubt." 


Mortality  of  the  City  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  1S43.— Total  number  of 
deaths  (29  said  to  be  out  of  the  city),  44-5.  Of  these,  consumption  is  re- 
ported as  the  cause  of  89  ;  summer  complaint,  37  ;  inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  22  ;  stillborn,  17  ;  scarlet  fever,  16  ;  inflammation  of  the  brain,  15  ; 
dropsy  of  the  brain,  12  j  croup,  10;  typhus  fever,  8;  old  age,  10,  &c. 
There  were,  under  10  years  of  age,  227;  and  over  60  years  of  age,  33. 


Beigler,  the  Ho7)iceopathist. — The  jury  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Augustus  P. 
Beigler,  a  German  homosopathic  physician,  have  brought  in  a  verdict  of 
guilty.  He  is  to  be  sent  to  New  York  city  for  sentence.  It  will  be  re- 
collected that  he  resided  in  the  city  of  Rochester — and  that  he  shamefully 
mal-treated  his  wife,  so  that  she  miscarried.  He  also  set  fire  to  his  own 
house,  with  a  view  to  defrauding  the  underwriters.  Asa  practitioner,  he 
has  been  much  sought  after  by  the  lovers  of  new  men  and  new  remedies. 


Mechanical  Medicine. — A  Dr.  Banning,  from  western  Pennsylvania,  is 
lecturing  in  Boston,  gratuitously,  on  the  feasibility  of  curing  certain  dis- 
ea;ses  by  mechanical  means.  He  has  an  abdominal  supporter,  ingeniously 
constructed,  which  is  represented  to  be  the  remedy  for  many  maladies. 
We  have  not  yet  had  the  gratification  of  hearing  the  gentleman,  but  shall 
allude  more  particularly  to  the  subject  as  soon  as  we  hare  had  an  op- 
portunity of  judging  of  the  merits  of  the  treatment. 


Travelling  Manakins. — An  opinion  seems  to  be  gaining  ground,  that 
the  fever  for  popular  lectures  on  the  manakin  is  subsiding.  Boston  is 
recognized  as  the  radiant  point  from  whence  the  travelling  manakin  lec- 
turers take  their  departure,  as  the  tin  pedlars  do  from  Connecticut.  The 
knowledge,  however,  which  they  diffuse,  is  the  kind  that  is  needed  :  the 
multiplication,  therefore,  of  these  energetic  popular  teachers,  is  not  a  ca- 
lamity, but  a  direct  benefit.  Physicians  should  everywhere  give  them 
countenance  and  encouragement,  so  long  as  they  simply  explain  the  me- 
chanism of  the  human  body,  in  connection  with  the  elements  of  physiolo- 
gy. Possibly  there  may  be  too  many  in  the  field  at  once,  in  some  sections 
of  New  England,  for  their  own  individual  profit.  Personal  experience 
will  correct  this  evil — the  wider  the  range,  the  brighter  the  prospects.  We 
hope  that  common  school  committees  will  avail  themselves  of  the  services 
of  these  lecturers  everywhere,  and  secure  an  advantage  of  incalculable 
value  to  young  persons  generally. 

That  inkling  for  pocketing  an  extraordinary  fee  for  lectures  exclusively 
for  men,  or  exclusively  for  females,  on  special  occasions,  is  an  abomination, 
inasmuch  as  they  excite  a  vulgar  curiosity  to  see  and  to  hear  things  that 
only  belong  to  professional  eyes  and  ears.  Severe  as  are  the  comments 
on  Mr.  Lambert's  lectures  to  women,  we  cannot  admit  them  here.     If  the 
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public  taste  demands  of  him  such  muddy  stuff  as  is  represented  to  have 
been  made  use  of,  all  under  the  cover  of  science,  he  must  suffer  the  conse- 
quences. Dr.  Curtis,  who  is  also  travelling  and  lecturing  with  a  mana- 
kin,  appears  to  be  exceedingly  modest,  and  careful  not  to  commit  himself 
by  any  vulgar  descents.  Such  is  the  fact,  too,  says  report,  in  regard  to 
Dr.  Appleton  and  Dr.  Jones. 


St.  Christopher  Medical  Society. — On  the  11th  of  January,  the  physi- 
cians of  the  Island  of  St.  Christopher  assembled  at  Basseterre,  organized 
themselves  into  a  society,  and  adopted  such  rules  and  regulations  as  will 
not  only  secure  the  inhabitants  against  the  vandal  inroads  of  quacks,  but 
give  security  and  character  to  the  medical  profession  in  that  insulated  part 
of  the  world.  The  members  eschew  the  former  custom  of  farming  out 
their  services  by  the  year,  to  plantations  or  families,  and  having  adopted 
a  tariff  of  charges,  agree  to  live  up  to  them  in  good  faith  in  all  time  to 
come.  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Thurston,  late  of  Portland,  Me.,  is  the  efficient  sec- 
retary of  the  association.  We  have  not  room  to  copy  the  schedule  of 
charges,  which  are  in  most  instances  higher  than  among  us. 

The  prominent  practitioners  of  the  island  are  the  following,  whose 
names  are  inserted  for  the  accommodation  of  correspondents  : — J.  T. 
Caines,  Howard  M.  Clifton,  Goldsmith  Edmund  Griffin,  R.  G.  Davoren, 
Wm.  John  Griffin,  J.  H.  Walwyn,  Wm.  Daniel  Beard,  Wm.  Torrey 
Thurston,  Joseph  H.  Boon,  William  Jackson. 


Harvard  University — Massachusetts  Medical  College. — The  following 
candidates  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  Monday,  the  4th 
instant  : 

Frederick  Smith  Ainsworth,  A.  B.  (Dartmouth),  Erysipelas. 

Ed.  Forbes  Barnes,  A.  B.  (Harvard),  Epilepsy. 

George  Anson  Bates,  Physical  Signs  of  Chest  Diseases. 

Charles  Ed.  Buckingham,  A.  B.  (Harvard),  Fallacy  of  Hydropathy. 

Lyman  Bostwiok  Case,  Odontalgia. 

James  Cody,  Typhoid  Fever. 

Albert  Arnold  Haszard,  Gastric  Digestion. 

Jonas  Welch  Holman,  Topical  Bloodletting. 

Freeman  Hopkins  Jenkins,  Pneumonia. 

Augustus  Goddard  Peabody,   A.  B.  (Harvard),  Tracheotomy  and   La- 
ryngotoviy. 

Edward  Brooks  Peirson,  A.M.,  Phthisis  in  Ulcerated  Stage. 

Charles  Abner  Phelps,  A.  B.,  Dyspepsia. 

John  Joseph  Scrage,  Enteritis. 

Justin  Edward  Stevens,  Cholera  Infaiituvi. 

William  Henry  Thayer,  Caiises  of  Phthisis. 

William  Ed.   Townsend,  A.   M.   (Harvard),  Caitses  and   Treatment  of 
Ulcers. 

Hervey  P.  Weston,  A.  B.  (Yale),  Lithotomy. 

Walter  Channing, 

Boston,  March  8,  1844.  Dean  of  Faculty  of  Medicine. 
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Pulmonanj  Consumption. — "  Known  from  the  earliest  times,"  says  Dr. 
Chapman  in  his  late  admirable  treatise  on  Thoracic  and  Abdominal  Dis- 
eases, "  and  studied,  especially  of  late,  with  unexampled  diligence,  and 
under  every  advantage,  it  siiUproves  as  intractable  in  the  management, 
as  at  the  very  dawn  of  medical  science.  Being  fully  established,  I  doubt 
whether  a  cure  was  ever  effected  of  it.  Not  an  instance,  at  least,  have  I 
seen,  and  I  believe  that  those  who  report  to  the  contrary  deceive  them- 
selves, or  the  truth  is  not  in  them.  Efforts  directed  by  talent  and  learn- 
ing and  patient  industry,  have  been  rewarded  by  little  success  of  any  value. 
They  have  revealed  its'morbid  anatomy,  without  advancing  in  any  degree 
our  control  over  it." 

This  is  the  honest  declaration  of  a  man  who  has  had  as  ample  an  op- 
portunity as  any  medical  practitioner  in  the  United  States,  probably,  of 
establishing  the" truth  of  this  melancholy  declaration.  Yet  there  are  un- 
principled men  who  build  up  a  reputation  for  extraordinary  skill  in  remov- 
ing this  dreadful  disease  of  the  lungs  ;  and  occasionally  some  skilful  phy- 
sician has  advocated  the  possibility  of  its  cure.  Even  now,  a  new  ad- 
venturer has  stepped  into  the  ring,  and  positively  declares  that  he  has  a 
sovereign'remedy — a  mechanical  contrivance  which  he  adjusts  externally 
to  the  patient's  body  !     The  declaration  is  too  presumptuous  for  1844. 

The  Automaton  with  Articulated  Voice.— ^e  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
examining  privately  this  chef-dfoRuvre  of  human  ingenuity — the  result  of 
eighteen  ^years'  unceasing  labor,  by  a  German  named  Faber.  It  is  con- 
structed upon  the  model  of  the  human  organs  of  voice,  the  tongue,  la- 
rynx, &c.,  being  made  of  caoutchouc.  As  voice  is  the  sound  produced 
by  air  driven  from  the  lungs  through  the  larynx,  causing  a  vibration  of 
the  chordce  vocales,  it  is  a  function  of  animal  life  ;  but  this  function,  in 
animals  inferior  to  man,  as  well  as  in  the  idiot,  is  limited  to  the  prodnc- 
tion  of  the  simple  ox  instinctive  voice;  while,  in  intellectual  man,  it  be- 
comes sufficiently  complicated  for  the  purpose  of  articulation.  This  is 
regarded  as  an  evidence  of  man's  intellectual  superiority.  Here,  how- 
ever, we  find  the  same  phenomena  produced  by  an  apparatus  of  caoutchouc 

and  a  bellows,  •     i    • 

The  automaton  is  represented  by  a  bearded  Turk,  and  the  articulations 
are  produced  by  playing  upon  sixteen  keys.  We  were  quite  surprised  at 
bein<y  addressed  by  the  automaton,  in  words  very  distinctly  articulated, 
thus":  "  Wel-come  Doc-tor  For-ry."  "  Please  ex-cuse  my  slow  e-nun- 
ci-a-tion."  After  giving  various  other  illustrations  of  his  vocal  powers, 
the  automaton  sang  "  ifail  Columbia,  &c. ;"  as  we  were  about  leaving, 
he  said,  "  Gen-tle-men,  I  thank  you  for  your  vis-it." 

But,  after  all,  cui  est  bono  ?—New  York  Journ.  of  Med. 

Rupture  of  the  Heart.— M.  Pesle  has  recently  reported  to  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Medicine  the  following  case  :  — A  man,  77  years  of  age,  of 
sober  habits,  had,  about  eighteen  months  previously,  been  attacked  by 
apoplexy,  which  left  him  paralyzed  on  the  left  side.  For  the  last  eight 
months  he  had  been  an  inmate  of  the  Bicetre.  On  the  17th  of  June,  after 
a  hearty  meal,  he  was  seized  with  vomiting,  and  from  that  time  precor- 
dial pains  and  anxiety  never  left  him  :  he  died  suddenly  on  the  19th.  On 
opening  the  chest,  the  pericardium  was  seen  to  be  greatly  distended  ;  and 


Medical  Intelligence. 


127 


on  cutting-  into  this,  the  heart  was  found  buried  in  a  dense  clot  of  blood. 
On  the  anterior  face  of  the  left  ventricle,  about  its  centre,  was  a  trans- 
verse rupture,  about  half  an  inch  in  length,  and  bifid  at  one  extremity. 
A  thin  false  membrane  floated  around  this  opening.  The  heart  was 
much  encumbered  with  fat.  The  left  coronary  artery,  at  its  chief  point  of 
sub-division,  was  dilated  into  an  aneurismal  sac,  but  throughout  its  Avhole 
course  it  was  enlarged  to  quite  the  size  of  the  brachial  artery,  and  in  seve- 
ral parts  it  was  ossified.  The  rupture  appeared  to  have  been  provoked 
by  the  vomiting  two  days  before  death. — London  Lancet. 


Medical  Miscella7iy. — Five  cases  of  smallpo.x,  and  four  of  varioloid, 
have  occurred  among  the  students  of  the  Botanic  Medical  College,  at 
Cincinnati,  since  January.  One  student  died. — Animal  magnetism  still 
rages  like  a  fever  at  the  West  ;  they  pay  almost  as  well  for  exhibitions  of 
mesmerized  girls,  as  the  admirers  of  the  imposition  in  Boston. — A  new 
edition,  the  fifth,  of  Dr.  Dnnglison's  celebrated  system  of  human  physi- 
ology, illustrated  with  hundreds  of  engravings,  has  been  published. — ^^Dr. 
Bell's  report  of  the  McLean  Asylum  is  published,  and  a  copy  has  been 
received.  We  have  not  seen  Dr.  Woodward's  report,  and  therefore 
suppose  it  is  not  yet  printed.— Dr.  Dwight,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  says  an 
exchange  paper,  stated  to  one  of  his  patients  some  time  during  the  last 
summer,  1843,  that  he  had  attended,  the  evening  before,  the  birth  of  the 
five  thousandth  child.  —  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  after  objecting  to  the  publica- 
tion by  the  reporters  of  his  present  admirable  course  of  lectures  at  St. 
George's  Hospital,  has  finally,  and  we  think  wisely,  consented.  He  has 
done  this  on  the  representation  to  him.  that  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  them  would  be  greatly  increased  by  their  general  circulation. — Mr. 
Sheppard,  Surgeon,  of  Stonehouse,  Eng.,  maintains  that  the  proximate 
cause  of  insanity  is  to  be  found  in  the  blood. 


To  Correspondents.— Dr.  Cook's  case  of  Spasms  of  tJie  Heart  was  received 
too  late  for  this  week. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  March  9,  35.— Males,  14— Females,  21. 

Of  consumption,  6— diabetes,  1— marasmus,  2— old  age,  2-fits,  1— infantile,  2— abscess,  2— apo- 
plexy, 1— scald,  1— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2— debilitv,  2— disease  of  the  heart,  1— cancer  2— 
lung  fever,  4— erysipelas,  1— croup,  1— dysentery,  1— dropsy,  1— liver  complaint,  1— paralysis,  1.' 

Under  5  years,  12— between  5  and  20  years,  6— between  20  and  60  vears,  9— over  60  years,  8. 
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This  month  has  been  cold,  but  pleasant— a  good,  wholesome  New  England  winter  month  ;  sleigh- 
ing excellent  to  the  last,  more  than  two  feet  of  snow  in  the  woods  at  the  close  of  the  month.  Ther- 
mometer varied  in  the  morning  from  0  to  .33,  at  noon  from  12  to  56,  at  sunset  from  13  to  49.  Barome- 
ter ranged  from  28.84  to  29.75.    Rain,  1.44  inches. 
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Fatty  Tumors. — There   is   another  kind  of  fatty   tumor   which  occurs 
not  very  unfrequenlly,  but  which,  so  far  as    I  know,  is   not   described  in 
books.     It  is  a  deposit  of  fat,  the  tumor  not  being  well  defined,  and  there 
being  no  distinct  boundary  to  it,  so   that  you   cannot  say  where   the  na- 
tural  adipose  structure  ends,  and  where   the  morbid   growth   begins.     I 
will  mention  to   you  one   of  several  cases  which  I  have   seen,  and  which 
will   explain    sufficiently   what   I   know    of  the    matter.      A    man    came 
to  this   hospital  some   17  or  18  years  ago,  with  a  very  odd  appearance — 
an  enormous  double  chin    hanging  nearly  down   to  the   sternum,  and  an 
immense  swelling  at  the  back  part  of  the  neck — two  great  tumors  as  big 
as  oranges  sticking   out,  one   behind   each  ear.     The   patient  stated   that 
these  tumors  had  begun  to  form  three  or  four  years  before,  and  had  been 
gradually   increasing  in   size.     They   gave  him   no  pain,  but  they  made 
him  miserable  :  and  in  fact  had  ruined  him.     The    poor  fellow  was   a 
gentleman's  servant,  and  having  such  a  strange  grotesque  appearance  no- 
body W'ould  hire  him.     I  gave  him  half  a  drachm  of  liquor  potassse  three 
times  a  day,  and  graduall}-   increased   the  dose  to  a  drachm.     This  was 
taken  in  small  beer.     About  a   month  after  he  began  to  take  it  the  tumors 
were   sensibly   diminished   in  size.     He  went  on  taking  the  alkali    a  con- 
siderable  time,  and    the   tumors   continued   decreasing.     It  was  just  then 
that  iodine  began    to  have  a  sort  of  reputation,  much  beyond  what  it  de- 
served, for  the  cure  of  morbid  growths,  and  I  gave  the  tincture  of  iodine. 
It  was  curious  that  while  he  look  the  tincture  of  iodine  he  lost  flesh  gene- 
rally, but  the  tumors  began  to  grow  again.     Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  I 
left  off  the  iodine,  and  gave  the  liquor  potassse  a   second   time.     He  took 
an  immense  quantity  altogether,  and  left  the  hospital  very  much  improved, 
being  directed  to  continue  to  take  the  medicine  for  some  time  longer  ofTand 
on.     I  had  lost  sight  of  him  for  some  time ;  when  1   happened  to  be   re- 
quested to  visit  a  patient  in  Mortimer  Street.     I  did  not  observe  the  servant 
that  opened  the  door,  but  as  I  came  down  he  stopped  me  in  the  hall,  and  said 
that  he  wished  to  thank  me   for  what  I  had  done  for  him.     To  my  sur- 
prise it  was  this  very  man.     He  had  gone  on  taking  the  caustic  alkali  for 
a  considerable  time,  and  you  may  suppose  how  much  he  was  improved  by 
his  being  able  to  get  a  situation  as  a  footman.     There  were  some   remains 
still  of  the  tumors,  but  nothing  that  any  one  would  have  observed.     I  have 
seen  some  other  cases  of  the  same  kind,  and  where  I  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  liquor  potassse  it  seemed  to  be  of  great  service.     But  I 
have   not   tried   it  in  every  case,  and  I   have   been  informed  that  in  some 
other  cases  it  has  been  tried  to  a  great  extent  without  the  same  good  result. 
These  tumors  feel    like  fat,  but  there  is   no  distinct  boundary,  and  they 
are  not   so  soft  and  elastic   as   common  fatty  tumors.     This  deposit  of  fat 
may   take   place  in   any   part  of  the   body,  but    I  have   seen   it  more  fre- 
quently in  the  neck  than  elsewhere. —  Sir.  B.  C.  Brodie. 

Cauterization  of  the  Wound  the  most  efficacious  means  of  preventing 
the  occ2irre7ice  of  Hijdrophobia. — M.  Dupuy  related  to  the  Academy  of 
Medicine,  the  history  of  a  case  where  a  person  bitten  by  a  mad  dog 
escaped  hydrophobia  by  having  the  wound  freely  cauterized.  At  the 
same  meeting  was  related  the  fact,  thai,  at  Martinique,  eighteen  indi- 
viduals were  bitten  by  mad  dogs  during  one  year,  that  seventeen  of  these 
had  their  wounds  freely  cauterized  and  did  not  afterwards  suffer,  but  that 
the  eighteenth,  who  did  not  submit  to  this  operation,  was  seized  with  hy- 
drophobia.— Journal  de  Pharmacie  ;    and  Edinhtrgh  Medical  Joxtrnal. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF   TOBACCO. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  for  a  considerable  period  been  encaged,  at  times, 
upon  a  work  yel  in  manuscript,  entitled  "  A  Treatise,  Historical,  Lite- 
rary, Botanical  and  Medical,  upon  Tobacco,"  I  have  been  surprised  to 
find  how  much  more  extensive  is  its  bibliography  than  I  had  supposed, 
1  am  consequently  induced,  both  as  a  literary  curiosity  and  as  a  guide 
for  those  who  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  consult  or  procure  them,  to 
give  an  account  of  those  productions  which  have  been  expressly  written 
upon  Tobacco  since  its  discovery  in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  during 
the  first  voyage  of  Christopher  Columbus.  The  compilation  has  been 
the  occasional  occupation  of  several  years,  and  is  made  up  from  a  variety 
of  sources  ;  from  lists  of  jMiblic  libraries  and  private  collections,  from 
catalogues  of  booksellers,  from  medical  works,  and  from  bibliographical 
publications,  among  which  last  may  be  particularly  mentioned  the  Biblio- 
theca  Britannica,  of  Dr.  Robert  Watt,  a  work  of  great  research  and  ex- 
cellent conception,  and  if  imperfect  in  some  of  its  parts,  such  as  giving 
the  titles  of  the  books,  in  the  third  and  fourth  volumes,  x^'ithout  the  names 
of  the  authors,  yet  containing  information  concerning  English  literature 
which  might  in  vain  be  sought  for  elsewhere. 

The  following  bibliography  shows  how  much  has  been  written  on  the 
subject  of  tobacco,  and  how  interesting  a  volume  might  at  this  day  be 
produced  in  regard  to  it  by  one  who  could  avail  himself  of  the  materials 
which  are  and  have  been  in  existence  concerning  it.  I  shall  place  first 
the  year,  then  the  author's  name,  and  lastly  the  title  of  the  book  and  its 
size,  [n  some  cases  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  authors' 
names,  in  others  the  titles  of  the  books,  and  in  others  their  size,  which,  of 
course,  render  the  article  to  that  degree  imperfect;  it  is,  however,  so  far 
as  I  know,  the  most  complete  bibliographical  record  of  tobacco  that  has 
hitherto  been  in  print,  and  as  such  I  hope  it  may  not  prove  uninteresting 
to  the  readers  of  your  Journal. 

1496.  Romanus  Pane.  Treatise  on  Tobacco,  under  the  name  of 
Cohohba,  or  Cozobba,  and  Gioia.  This  is  the  earliest  work  on  tobacco 
of  which  we  have  any  account;  but  the  existence  of  any  such  formal  dis- 
sertation is  somewhat  apochryphal.  Schlozerz  refers  to  it  in  his  Brief- 
wechsel  (vol.  iii.  p.  136),  and  this  reference  is  copied  by  Professor  Beck- 
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mann  in  his  Anleitung  zur  Technologies  but  other  than  this  there  appears 
to  be  no  clue  to  any  such  monograph.  It  is  more  probable  that  what 
mention  Pane  makes  of  tobacco  is  in  a  work  he  actually  wrote  upon 
Hayti  and  its  inhabitants.  He  was  a  poor  hermit,  as  he  styled  himself, 
of  the  order  of  St.  Jeronimo,  and  was  among  the  missionaries  who  ac- 
companied Father  Boil  on  Columbus's  first  voyage,  and  with  Juan  Bor- 
gonon,  a  Franciscan  friar,  remained  in  Hayti,  when  their  superior,  with 
an  un-apostolic  dread  of  hardships  and  privations,  went  back  to  Europe 
with  the  great  discoverer.  Afterwards  Romanus  Pane  himself  returned 
to  Spain,  and  upon  his  arrival  published  a  crude  dissertation,  as  Irving 
calls  it  (Life  and  Voyages  of  Columbus,  vol.  i.,  b.  vi.  ch.  x.  p.  375, 
376),  on  the  characteristics  and  customs  of  the  people  among  whom  he 
had  visited  as  preacher  of  "  glad  tidings."  Dr.  Watt  gives  no  account  of 
the  publication  ol'  any  such  work,  or  the  existence  of  any  such  person, 
but  the  dissertation  referred  to  by  Irving  is  styled  Escritura  de  Fray 
Roman  'pobre  heremito.  Have  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal  seen  such  a  work,  or  extracts  from  it  ?  And  if 
so,  the  original  work  itself,  or  a  translation  ?  And  where  and  when  was 
either  published,  and  in  what  form  ? 

1565.     Charles  Stephens.     Tractatus  de  Tabaci.     I  have  never  seen 
more  than  the  title  to  this  work,  and  do  not  know  where  it  was  published. 
1577.     Jaques  Gohorri.     Traite  des  Venus  et  Proprietes  du  Petum, 
appele  en  France  I'Herbe  ii  la  Reine,  ou  Medicee.     Paris,  8\'o. 

1583.  Giles  Everhard.  De  Herba  Panacea,  quam  alii  Tabacura, 
nlii  Petum  aut  Nicotianum  vocant,  brevis  commentariolus,  quo  admirandae 
stirpis  facultates  et  usus  explicantur.  Antwerp.  [In  1659  an  edition  in 
12mo.  was  published  in  London.] 

1587.     Evartus.     De  Pana  Reu    [a   name  given  to  tobacco 

jn  1573].     Antwerp. 

1595.  William  Barlow.  A  Treatise  describing  the  Nature  of  To- 
bacco.    London,  8vo. 

1599.  Henry  Buttes,  M.A.  Diet's  Dry  Dinners,  &;c.  London, 
12mo. 

1610.  Edmund  Gardiner,  M.D.  Trial  of  Tobacco  ;  expressing  its 
uses  in  Physic.     London,  4to. 

1614.  Joshuah  Sylvester.  Tobacco  Battered  and  the  Pipes  Shat- 
tered (about  their  ears  that  idel  idolize  so  base  and  barbarous  a  weed  ; 
or  at  leastwise  over  love  so  loaihesome  a  vanitie),  by  a  volley  of  holy 
shot  thundered  from  Mount  Helicon.     London,  ]2nno. 

1614.  VViHiam  Barclay,  M.D.  Nepanthes,  or  the  Vertues  of  To- 
bacco.     Edinburgh,  8vo. 

1616.  John  Deacon.  Tobacco  Tortured  in  the  Filthy  Fumes  of 
Tobacco  refined.     London,  4to. 

1617. .     Drinking  and   Smoking;  a  solemn,  jovial 

Disputation,  briefly  shadowing  the  Law  of  Drinking.     London.     At  the 
sign   of  the  Red  Eyes.     [This  work  was  sold  ai   auction,  in  1835,  in 
London,  for  £l05.      See  Waldie's  Portfolio,  Part  ii.,  No.  v.,  p.  71.] 
1617. .     The  Smoking  Age  with  the  Life  and  Death 
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of  Tobacco.  London.  At  the  Siirne  ol  Teare-Nose.  [Tliis  book  was 
also  sold  at  auction,  in  London,  in  1835,  and  brought  £3. 5s.] 

1622.  John  Neander.  Tabacalogia  ;  hoc  est  Tabaci  seu  Nicotiaux 
desiM'iptio  ?*'Iedica  et  ejus  Preparatio,  et  Usus  in  omnil)us  Corpoiibus 
Hiunanis  incouimodis.  Ludi^.  Bat.  ap  Elz.  4to.  [In  1644  another 
edition,  in  quarto,  was  pidjlished  at  the  FlagLie.] 

1622.  Ralph  Thorins.  Hyinnas  Tabaci  et  Cheimonopegnion  ;  a 
Winter  Song.  Leyden,  4to.  [Editions  were  also  published,  in  Lej-den, 
in  1623  and  1628,  and  in  London,  in  octavo,  in  1627  ;  in  Utrecht,  in 
12mo.,  in  1644;  and  in  London,  Anglice  et  Latine,  in  1651.] 

1626. Lesus. .     Paris. 

1630.  Thomas  Randolph,  M.A.  Dialogue  between  AVine,  Ale, 
Beer  and  Tobacco.     London,  4to. 

1638.  Thomas  V^ennei-.  Via  Recta  ad  Vitam  Longam,  Sic.  Lon- 
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751;  vol.  1  v.,  p.  119.  Universal  Diet,  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  by 
Malachy  Posthelwayt,  vol.  ii.,  p.  790  et  seq.  [London,  1751,  fob] 
The  London  Encycl.  or  Univers.  Diet.,  fee.  vol.  xxii.,  p.  134,  et  seq. 
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(Linvourne,  1775,  fol.,  3d  edit.)  Diet.  Universel  du  Conunerce,  par 
MINI.  Savary,  toni.  ii,,  Art.  Tabac.  (Paris,  1723,  fob)  These  references 
might  be  made  so  numerous  that  I  shall  not  pursue  them  further ;  and 
in  fact  to  cite  all  the  literary,  historical,  botanical  and  medical  works  in 
which  tobacco  is  incidentally  or  particularly  mentioned,  would  present  a 
list  so  formidable  that  the  foregoing  would  appear  as  nothing  in  compari- 
son to  it.  In  poetry,  there  would  be  references  to  the  classic  writers  of 
all  modern  nations,  and  the  doggerel  rhymesters  of  the  obscenest  newspa- 
pers ;  in  law,  a  field  would  open  from  the  enactments  of  James  L  to  a 
late  order  of  the  Tennessee  Legislature  forbidding  smoking  during  busi- 
ness hours;  in  divinity,  one  would  range,  in  this  country,  from  Cotton 
Blather's  Christian  Philosopher,  where  lliat  reverend  gentleman  dis- 
courses especially  on  the  weed,  to  Parson  Polyglot's  last  sermon  on  the 
propriety  of  abjuring  filthy  tobacco,  and  putting  the  money,  thus  saved, 
into  the  missionary  box  for  the  heathen.  As  it  respects  the  IMateria 
Medica,  no  comprehensive  treatise  has  been  written  upon  it  for  the  last 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years  in  which  tobacco  does  not  find  a  place ;  and 
to  refer  to  all  such  notices  would  require  the  entire  pharmacological  cata- 
logues of   Burdach,    Reuss,   Roy,   Ploucquet,   Dierbach,   Pereira,    and 
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others  who  have  compiled  bibliographical  lists  of  that  character.  I  shall 
not,  tlierefore,  draw  the  present  article  to  any  greater  length,  and  indeed 
it  has  already  extended  much  farther  than  I  anticipated. 

SheUmrne  Falls,  Ms.,  Feb.  23,  1844.  Stephen  J.  W.  Tabor. 


EPIDEMIC    ERYSIPELATOUS    FEVER— NO.  III. 

By  J.  A.  Allen,  M.D.,  Middlebury,  Vermont. 
IComnmniCRted  for  the  Boston  Uledical  and  Surfiical  Journal. 1 

History. — By  the  history  of  this  disease,  it  is  not  designed  to  embrace 
anything  more  than  a  general  statement  of  its  character  as  it  has  occur- 
red under  the  writer's  own  observation,  or  in  the  section  of  country  in 
his  immediate  vicinity  ;  although  he  entertains  an  opinion  that  in  its 
general  features  and  pathological  character  there  is  a  remarkable  simi- 
larity, if  not  an  identity,  in  all  the  places  of  its  occurrence,  varying  in 
different  places  more  in  the  degree  of  violence  than  in  its  essential 
character. 

Its  first  occurrence,  in  this  place,  was  in  the  winter  of  1825  and  S6, 
at  which  time  the  town  contained  not  far  from  three  thousand  inhabitants, 
and  it  is  very  certain  that  not  less  than  five  hundred  genuine  cases 
occurred.  It  commenced  early  in  December.  The  two  first  instances 
were  produced  by  a  local  lesion,  viz.,  boring  the  ears,  and  from  this  cause 
resulted  a  violent  pyrexia  and  an  erysipelatous  inflammatioo  covering  the 
integuments  of  the  whole  face  and  head.  They  recovered.  Other 
cases  without  any  obvious  cause  immediately  ensued,  and  by  the  last  of 
January  the  complaint  became  very  rife.  At  about  this  period,  the 
greatest  number  were  sick,  and  as  the  weather  became  more  mild  the 
epideiny  abated.  Thirty-five  deaths  occurred  in  town  from  the  first  of 
January  till  the  first  of  April.  Of  this  number,  probably,  thirty  were 
caused  by  the  prevailing  disease.  Indeed,  as  it  has  been  universally  ob- 
served, all  other  diseases  be(;ame  amassed  in  the  prevalent  affection. 
Hence,  most  of  the  chilil-bed  cases  which  happened  at  this  time  were 
within  three  or  lour  days  after  confinement  attacked  with  chills,  rigors  and 
febrile  heat,  and  all  the  oiht-r  symptoms  o(  severe  puei'peral  peritonitis. 
Of  sixteen  or  seventeen  of  these  cases,  all  died  save  two.  Some,  how- 
ever, who  endured  parturition,  were  not  attacked  with  the  disease.  Two 
of  the  first  fatal  instances  of  this  form  of  disease,  one  a  patient  of  Dr. 
Z.  Bass,  and  the  otht-r  a  patient  of  mine,  were  subjected  to  autopsical 
examination.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  post-mortem  appearances 
were  nearly  identical.  The  abdominal  viscera,  generally,  were  engorged 
or  in  a  state  of  hyperjEmia.  The  peritoneum  and  the  uterus  were  quitfe 
livid,  flaccid  and  easily  torn.  In  one  of  the  cases  a  patch  three  or  four 
inches  in  diameter,  a|)parently  where  the  placenta  had  been  attacked, 
was  gangrenous.  Of  the  particular  local  manifestations  in  the  remaining 
fatal  cases,  not  of  the  puerperal  kind,  except  two,  I  am  unable  to  give  a 
definite  accoimt.     Two,  however,  which  occurred  under  my  own  obser- 
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vation,  made  too  strong  an  impression  on  my  mind  ever  to  be  effaced.  In 
both,  the  local  development  was  rare,  and  in  one  of  these  I  could  not 
fail  10  feel  the  most  intense  interest  on  account  of  its  being  my  wife.  In 
her  case,  after  the  ordinary  chili  and  febrile  excitement,  the  local  mani- 
festation appeared  in  the  throat  and  on  the  face  ;  from  this  location  it 
changed  to  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  finally  removed  and  became  per- 
sistent on  the  heart  and  pcricardmm.  At  first,  this  was  evinced  by 
great  distress  in  this  region,  depressed,  irregular  and  feeble  action  of  the 
heart,  arteries,  and  extreme  dyspnoea.  After  several  days,  the  precordial 
region  began  to  become  prominent,  and  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  on  the 
left  side  near  the  xiphoid  cartilage  yielded,  and  a  circular  tumefaction  or 
projection  was  presented,  having  a  crimson  and  inflamed  appeariince. 
By  tact  on  the  elevated  portion  a  fluid  appeared  to  be  contained  within, 
and  by  auscultation  a  feeble,  undulatory  action  of  the  heart  was  discovera- 
ble. The  true  character  of  this  prominence  was  not  satisfactorily  deter- 
mined. It  appeared  to  have  been  the  pericardium  distended  and  render- 
ed thus  prominent  from  the  accumulation  of  some  fluid  intervening  be- 
tween the  heart  and  that  viscus.  Louis  mentions  a  similar  instance,  and 
Dr.  Hope  thought  in  relaxed  subjects  such  an  event  might  occur.  In 
this  pathological  condition,  which  gradually  increased,  she  lingered  about 
fifty  days  in  extreme  agony.  Life  was  ultimately  extinguished  by  parox- 
ysms of  angina  pectoris.  During  her  protracted  suffering  paroxysms  of 
this  affection  were  not  unfrequent.  No  autopsy  was  made,  although  I  re- 
quested some  of  my  medical  friends  to  perfor.m  the  examination.  Such  were 
their  professional  engagements  as  to  prevent.  The  other  case,  of  a  simi- 
lar local  development,  terminated  in  a  few  days  by  what  the  friends  called 

The  next  occurrence  of  the  disease,  which  is  the  subject  of  these  re- 
marks, in  this  section,  was  at  Crownpoint,  N.  Y.,  about  twenty  miles 
from  this  place,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Lake  Champlain.  It  commenced 
there  in  the  early  part  of  the  winter  of  1840  and  41,  and  continued  into 
May.  The  incipient  stage  of  the  disease  was  usually  marked  by  a  chill 
and  succeeded  by  febrile  heat  and  other  phenomena  commonly  attendant 
on  fever.  Sometimes  the  attack  commenced  by  sudden  and  severe  pain 
in  one  of  the  extremities,  followed  by  a  general  accession  of  fever.  More 
often  there  were  premonitory  symptoms.  These  were  a  slight  catarrh  and 
an  erythematic  efflorescence  in  the  throat.  The  local  manifestations  were 
of  the  erratic  kind  ;  and  sometimes  moved  from  one  place  to  another 
suddenly.  These  metastases  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  would  change 
the  erotive  character  of  the  disease  in  relation  to  the  anticipated  event. 
A  young  man  had  a  mild  affection  of  the  throat,  with  some  fever.  He 
was  able  to  walk  about.  A  repercussion  to  the  abdominal  viscera  en- 
sued, and  within  twenty-four  hours,  as  counsel,  I  found  him  with  a  feeble, 
indistinct  pulse  ;  abdomen  tense  and  sensitive  ;  extremities  shrivelled  and 
cold  ;  intellectual  faculties  clear  ;  and  great  prostration  of  strength.  He 
continued  only  about  fourteen  hours  longer. 

During  this  epidemic  period  in  this  place  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  it 
was  estimated  that  about  a  thousand  cases  occurred,  most  of  which  were 
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treated  by  Drs.  Haile  and  Goodrich.  About  sixty  deaths  happened  irt 
the  town  during  the  winter,  most  of  which,  probably  forty  or  fifty,  were 
from  the  epidemic  fever.  The  general  course  of  treatment,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  consisted  principally  in  controlling  the  py- 
rexia, by  the  use  of  emetics,  diaphoretics,  mild  cathartics,  he.  Vene- 
section was  not  often  demanded,  and  niercurials  rarely,  if  at  all,  used  ex- 
cept as  cathartics. 

The  summer  of  1841  passed  without  any  diseases  being  experienced 
m  this  region  more  than  ordinary.  In  November,  two  severe  cases  of  rath- 
er a  singular  character  happened  in  Middlebury,  and  speedily  terminated 
fatally.  These  were  soon  followed  by  other  attacks,  and  before  the 
close  of  December,  the  disease  became  very  common,  and  six  deaths 
had  occurred.  The  number  who  sickened  increased  till  the  first  of  Feb-' 
niary,  when  the  sick  list  diminished  till  June,  1812,  when  it  terminated." 
Tile  number  of  epidemic  erysipelatous  cases  which  occurred  in  this 
town  during  its  late  prevalence,  out  of  about  three  thousand  and  two 
liundred  inhabitants,  could  not  have  been  far  from  six  hundred  antl  fifty. 
Tile  number  of  deaths  caused  by  the  epidemy  at  this  period  was  thirty- 
four.  The  whole  number  of  deaths  from  the  first  of  January,  1842,  till 
June,  was  fifty  ;  sixteen  of  which  were  from  causes  evidently  disconnected 
with  the  epidemic  disease. 

Of  the  fatal  cases,  the  local  affection  happened  in  twelve  in  the  ah-- 
dominal  and  hypogastric  viscera,  including  five  which  were  puerperal, 
rile  specific  location  was  in  the  brain  in  six  instances  ;  three  in  the  lungs,- 
and  two  in  the  larynx  and  trachea.  The  particular  location  in  the  re- 
maining cases  has  not  been  ascertained.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that 
five  or  six  of  these  were  subjected  to  empirical  or  Thomsonian  practice  ; 
and,  consequently,  no  account  either  of  the  local  manifestations,  or  any 
other  pathological  phenomena,  can  be  .expected. 

Several  post-mortem  examinations  were  made  at  an  early  period  of  this 
epidemic  invasion  ;  and  as  I  then  took  notes  of  the  cases,  and  published 
them  at  the  time,  on  this  occasion  I  will  simply  quote  the  report:  ^' In 
each  instance  of  autopsy,  engorgements  or  capillary  congestions  have 
been  found  in  the  tissue  or  organ  on  which  the  local  affection  had  been 
manifested.  In  one  case,  whicli  terminated  with  symptoms  of  compressed 
brain,  in  which  the  face  and  scalp  had  been  very  much  swollen,  the  ca|)illa- 
ries  of  the  integuments  of  the  head  were  surcharged  with  serum  having  a 
yellow  tinge.  The  substance  of  the  brain  and  its  envelopes,  although  not 
so  fully  congested  as  might  have  been  expected,  presented  unequivocal  cha- 
racteristics of  hyperasmia  or  venous  congestion.  In  another  case  which 
terminated  with  the  local  affection  in  the  abdominal  and  thoracic  viscera, 
subsequently  to  violent  pyrexia,  and  an  affection  of  the  pharynx  and 
tonsils— which  latter  affection  by  repercussion  located  on  those  organs — 
on  dissection,  the  liver  was  found  to  be  enlarged  and  surcharged — the 
|)eritoneal  coal  of  which  was  spread  over,  to  a  very  considerable  extent, 
with  an  adherent  substance,  closely  resembling  aphthae  of  the  mouth  in 
the  last  stage  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.  The  gastro-colic-epiploon,  in  par- 
ticular, was  remarkably  surcharged   with   blood.     This,  as   well  as  other 
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parts  over  which  the  peritoneum  is  spread,  presented  a  beautiful  arbo- 
rescent appearance,  showing  clearly  the  character  of  the  disease  which 
thus  enlarged  these  minute  capillaries.  Each  of  the  lungs  was  en- 
gorged and  much  resembled,  so  far  as  respects  lividity,  melanosis.  This 
surcharge  of  the  respiratory  organs  was  evidently  the  immediate  cause  of 
death  in  this  instance;  and  in  another,  in  which  the  individual  had  for 
•many  years  been  in  the  habit  of  using  freely  intoxicating  liquors,  the 
Jungs,  by  autopsy,  presented  the  same  state  of  congestion.  The  sto- 
mach, too,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  was  of  a  diminished  size,  and  the  mu- 
cous coat  considerably  engorged,  and  about  as  livid  as  the  representation 
given  by  Professor  Sewall,  in  his  third  plate  of  the  first  No.  of  the 
"  Enquirer.'  " 
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ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Meilical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

After  the  publications  of  Drs.  Hayward,  Griscom,  Comstock,  Coates, 
flnd  others,  we  were  not  a  little  surprised  by  the  recent  appearance  of  a 
new  Piiysiology  for  schools  ;  nor  was  this  surprise  diminished  on  reading 
in  the  first  sentence  of  the  Preface  (we  always  read  Prefaces)  that  the  au- 
thor undertook  the  work  "  solely  with  the  view  of  supplying  a  blank 
which  was  felt  to  exist  in  the  education  of  the  young,"  he.  Nor  yet 
again,  when  we  noticed  on  the  opposite  page  that  the  copy-right  had 
been  secured  by  one  quite  recently  a  publisher  of  Dr.  Hay  ward's  work. 

Having  a  copy  of  Dr.  Hay  ward's  book  before  us,  we  were  induced  to 
examine  to  see  what  "  blank"  he  had  left,  and  how  our  author  had  filled 
it.  In  the  first  place,  then,  we  find  that  an  Introduction  containing  an 
important  exposition  of  the  tissues,  and  three  chapters — -Absorption,  Nu- 
trition, and  Decay  and  Dissolution  of  the  Body— are  not  to  be  found  in 
our  author  ;  while  in  many  other  respects  he  has  in  a  remarkable  manner 
followed  the  arrangement,  adopted  the  leading  facts  and  cases,  and  in 
some  instances  varied  the  ex[)ressions  of  Dr.  Hayward  only  to  mar  their 
clearness;  while  the  "blank"  is  in  a  great  measure  supplied  with 
irrelevant  digressions  under  the  imposing  title  of  "  practical  reflections," 
not  always  couched  in  the  most  delicate  and  refined  expressions.  Our 
author  seems  to  have  a  lauda!)le  desire  to  impart  useful  knowledge  to  his 
"  young  readers"  and  "  little  pupils,"  and  therefore,  after  intimating  that 
it  is  improper  '' io  holt  a  huge  junk  of  meat  ^^  (the  italics  are  the  au- 
thor's), he  takes  good  care  in  his  chapter  on  Secretion  to  inform  the  lit- 
tle lads  and  misses  why  ladies'  dresses  are  soiled  after  a  dance  (p.  86), 
why  negroes  have  a  strong  odor  (p.  95),  and  closes  the  chapter  with  an 
explanation  of  the  secretion  of  the  urine,  noticing  by  the  way  what  sub- 
stances will  affect  its  color  and  smell  !  fit  subject,  surely,  for  school-room 
discussions.  "Those  engaged  in  a  course  of  intellectual  culture  "  need 
feel  no  regret  now;  the  "blank"  is  supplied.  Further,  to  a  somewhat 
lengtiiy  and  not  always  perfectly  clear  description  of  the  brain  and  nerves, 
\i\   which   he  "  has   not   attempted  to  bewilder  them  "   (the  young)  with 
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"theories,"  our  author  has  appended  some  astute  remarks  on  phrenology, 
mis-applying  a  case  cited  by  Dr.  Hayward  ;  given  a  "  passing  notice  " 
to  the  exploded  humbug,  animal  magnetism  ;  and  then  introduced  the 
"more  recent  theory  "  Neurology,  with  the  apparent  endeavor  not  to  be- 
wilder the  "  enquirer  and  turn  him  aside  from  the  truth."  It  may  be 
well,  perhaps,  to  remind  our  author  that  the  "  founder"  of  the  "  theory  " 
he  is  so  anxious  to  bolster  up,  had  a  Aiir  and  full  opportunity  to  demon- 
strate his  doctrines  before  a  committee  of  the  American  Academy,  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  and  after  long  and  tedious  endeavors,  at  succes- 
sive meetings,  failed  utterly  and  entirely  in  every  point.  Perhaps  this  was 
a  "  blank"  the  author  did  not  wish  to  supply.  The  modest  assurance 
even  of  the  most  self-complacent  will  sometimes  flag,  for  we  find  near 
the  close  of  this  chapter  the  follovv'ing  :  "  It  is  not  the  lesson  that  makes 
the  scliool  so  irksome  to  the  little  pupil — there  are  other  things  in  the 
way ;  the  confinement,  the  awkward  position,  the  bad  air  of  the  room, 
with  a  moderate  share  of  application,  will  tire  out  any  boy  or  girl  in  a 
couple  of  hours." 

It  would  be  easy,  quite  easy,  to  extend  these  remarks  ;  but  enough — 
from  what  has  been  said  it  will  be  readily  imagined  how  the  rest  of  the 
"  blank  "  has  been  filled.  A  more  puerile  attempt  to  write  down  to  the 
"  little  pupils'"  supposed  mental  capacities  cannot  be  well  conceived  of; 
the  verbal  torsions  of  sundry  passages  from  Liebig,  and  Carpenter 
(whose  "splendid  works"  have  been  so  '' carefully  studied  "  that  his 
place  of  residence  needs  be  mis-stated),  hardly  requiring  a  saving  clause. 
If  the  book  were  free  from  errors ;  if  it  contained  no  such  lucid  definitions 
as  this,  "  By  Physiology  is  properly  understood  the  phenomena  of  life,  a 
knowledge  of  the  duties  to  be  discharged  by  living  things  in  order  that 
they  may  live "  (Physiology  the  phenomena,  a  knowledge  !  not  to 
mention  the  dangers  to  "  living  things  "  from  ignorance  of  their  duties)  ;  if 
there  were  in  it  no  such  apt  illustrations  as,  "  The  Pyramids  of  Egypt  now 
stand  as  they  have  stood  for  thousands  of  years  ;  they  are  inorganic  " 
(The  mummy-cases  which  they  contained  "  have  "  had  "  their  origin  " 
and  "  their  end,"  and  consequently  were  "  organic  ")  ;  even  if  its 
"  dress  "  be  so  "  simple  and  attractive,"  we  see  no  good  to  come  from 
its  publication,  since  so  much  better  are  already  in  the  market.  We  have 
too  many  books  from  the  pens  of  penny-a-liners.  The  evil  is  great,  and 
is  not  abating.  Every  little  aspirant  must  get  his  name  on  a  title-page 
— an  author;  reputably,  if  he  can  ;  at  all  events,  an  author.  The  pub- 
lic suffer,  the  "  little  pupils  "  suffer;  every  prudent  man  should  set  his 
face  against  the  practice. 

We  hope,  for  the  author's  own  sake,  for  whom  personally  we  have 
the  kindest  wishes — we  hope  for  the  sake  of  the  profession,  which  should 
be  deemed  worthy  of  regard  and  honor — that  he  may  be  enabled  to 
supply  the  "blank,"  now  felt  by  those  who  would  hold  him  in  estima- 
tion, by  defining  more  satisfactorily  the  unpleasant  position  in  which  he 
has  thus  placed  himself  and  some  of  his  friends.  Alpha. 
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FATAL   DISEASE  OF   THE   HEART. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  send  you  the  following  case,  and  if  deemed   worthy  of  a  place 
in  your  valuable  Journal,  it  is  at  your  service. 

Henry  D.  Grove,  aged  41  years,  a  German  by  birth,  of  strictly  tempe- 
rate habits,  and  accustomed  to  labor,  as  well  as  much  exercise  of  walking 
and  riding,  has  complained  for  some  six  years  past  of  paroxysms  of 
breathlessness  whenever  he  attempted  to  walk  fast  up  hill,  or  exercise  his 
arms  (as  in  pitching  hay)  rapidly.  These  paroxysms  were  worse  when 
his  dit'estive  oro-ans  were  deranged,  and  hence  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
calling  on  me  once  or  twice  a  year,  as  occasion  required,  lor  a  lew  grams 
of  blue  pill,  which  almost  uniformly  relieved  him  for  the  lime.  About 
two  years  since  I  first  saw  him  have  a  paroxysm,  and  from  the  pecu- 
liarity of  his  respiration  I  was  fearful  of  some  structural  disease  of  the 
heart,  and  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  a  formal  examination  by 
the  stethoscope.  The  disease,  however,  making  but  little  apparent  pro- 
gress, this  suggestion  was  not  attendetl  to  until  this  winter  (about  two 
months  before  his  death),  when  I  examined  his  heart  carefully,  but  could 
detect  no  irregularity  either  of  rhythm  or  moibid  sounds,  and  accordingly 
gave  the  opinion  that  there  was  no  structural  difficulty  of  the  heart.  His 
paroxysms  had,  however,  become  more  severe  and  frequent,  so  that  he 
had  to  walk  carefidly  and  slowly  on  level  ground  in  order  to  avoid  their 
frequent  recurrence.  His  digestive  organs  were  somewhat  disturbed, 
which  was  attributed  to  his  having  had  more  than  an  ordinary  good  ap- 
petite, which  he  had  indulged  by  eating  freely  of  fresh  meat.  His  bow- 
els were  more  free  than  usual,  amounting,  at  times,  to  diarrhoea,  and  his 
tongue  was  slightly  coated.  On  inquiry,  he  did  not  recollect  suffering 
from  any  pain  extending  to  the  left  arm,  or  any  stricture  across  the  chest, 
though  he  had  pain  under  the  lower  [lart  of  the  sternum,  much  increased 
after  a  full  meal,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
slight  pain  at  limes  extending  to  the  arm.  A  discontinuance  of  a  full 
diet,  and  for  the  time  an  entire  disuse  of  meat,  with  an  occasional  use  of 
the  blue  pill  (four  or  five  grains  taken  at  night)  was  recommended.  No 
improvement  followed,  except  that  his  bowels  became  sluggish  and  after 
a  time  constipated. 

On  the  6th  of  February  (being  a  most  ardent  friend  to  improvement 
in  his  profession,  agriculture)  he  attended  the  Rensselaer  County  Agri- 
cultural Society  at  Troy,  about  twenty  miles  from  his  residence,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  its  proceedings.  The  fatigue,  however,  increased  the 
frequency  and  severity  of  his  paroxysms,  and  after  his  return  they  came 
on  for  the  first  time  in  the  night  during  sleep,  and  they  became  so  distress- 
ing that  he  soon  found  it  necessary  to  sleep  bolstered  almost  erect  in  bed. 
He  still  continued  to  ride  about  several  miles  from  home,  and  also  to 
walk  about  his  farm.  On  the  17th  of  February  1  gave  him  seven  grains 
of  calomel,  which  opened  his  bowels  next  day,  and,  as  he  had  found 
some  temporary  relief  from  the  use  of  gin  since  his  return  from  Troy,  it 
was  continued,  and  combined  with  gentian   and  senna.     On  the  20th  of 
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February  he  fell  better  throughout  the  day  than  any  day  during  the  last  six 
weeks,  walked  about  his  fartn,  and  was  lively  and  cheerful,  attributing  his 
iniproveoient  to  the  calomel  taken  two  days  before.  Yet  in  the  evening, 
while  sitting  in  bis  chair,  reading,  he  suddenly  spoke  as  if  he  had  pain  in 
his  bowels,  and  that  they  were  about  to  be  evacuated,  and  attempting  to 
rise  from  his  chair,  fell  and  expired  in  a  few  moments. 

Sectio  Cndaveris  next  morning — Rigor  mortis  perfect.  Cadaveric 
iiyperasn)ia  at  all  the  depending  surfaces.  Countenance  but  little  changed. 
On  opening  the  chest,  the  lungs,  though  crepitant,  were  filled  with  fluid 
blood  through  all  their  capillary  vessels,  which  ran  out  freely  on  cutting  into 
their  substance.  The  large  veins  were  full  of  fluid  blood,  which  ran  out 
to  the  antount  of  two  quarts  or  more  on  cutting  into  the  cava.  The  heart 
appeared  healthy  and  of  the  natural  size;  no  imperfection  of  its  internal 
•structure  could  be  detected.  Sliglit  ossifications  were  discovered  in  the 
internal  coat  of  the  aorta,  about  its  arch.  The  stomach  and  bowels 
were  empty  and  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  being  more  pale  than 
usual.  The  omentum  and  mesentery  were  well  coated  with  fat,  and  on 
the  outside  of  the  latter,  was  a  substance  as  large  as  a  small  walnut,  of  the 
consistence  and  appearance  of  the  brain,  in  a  sac.  The  brain  was  also 
perfectly  healthy,  as  far  as  could  be  discovered.  No  satisfactory  cause  of 
death  could  be  discovered  in  any  lesion  which  a  most  carefully-conduct- 
ed post-mortem  examination  could  detect.  Yet  it  was  evident  that  the 
circulation  was  suddenly  arrested,  and  with  sufficient  power  to  destroy 
life.  Was  it  spasm  of  the  heart  ?  Or  was  it  paralysis  of  this  organ  ? 
Either  cause,  if  they  ever  exist  (and  why  may  they  not,  as  well  as  in 
voluntarv  muscles?)  would  solve  the  mystery.  S.  A.  Cook,  M.D. 
BuskirFs  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  March  4,  1844. 
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University  of  Maryland.— The  Medical  Department  is  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Faculty  of  Physic,  which  has  the  power  of  filling  its  own  va- 
cancies. No  Professor  can  be  removed  but  by  a  vote  of  three  fourths  of 
the  whole  Board  of  Regents,  after  a  formal  impeachment.  The  Regents 
of  the  University  are  composed  of  the  members  of  the  different  Faculties, 
viz.,  arts,  law,  theology  and  physic.  The  Medical  School  has  been  in  ope- 
ration about  thirty-six  years,  and  during  that  time  has  received  grants 
from  the  Legislature  in  the  form  of  lottery  charters,  remission  of  debts 
due,  &c.  It  continued  to  acquire  reputation  and  students  until  an  un- 
happy interference  by  the  Legislature  compelled  the  whole  Faculty  to  re- 
sign their  places,  which  were  subsequently  filled  by  a  new  Faculty  ap- 
pointed by  a  Board  of  Trustees,  to  which,  by  the  act  repealing  the  origi- 
nal charter,  the  school  had  been  entrusted.  A  suit  instituted  by  the 
original  Board  of  Regents  testing  the  validity  of  the  act  by  which  the 
Trustees  held  their  office  and  kept  possession  of  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
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versity,  resulted,  in  1S39,  in  favor  of  the  Regents,  and  restored  to  them 
all  the  privileges  of  which  they  had  been  unconstitutionally  deprived. 
The  old  Faculty  of  Physic,  of  course,  resumed  their  places,  and  took 
-charge  of  the  School,  almost  wholly  deserted,  in  the  mean  time,  by  its 
pupils,  so  that  a  class  of  three  hundred  had  fallen  to  not  more  than  thirty. 

Since  1S39  the  medical  class  has  increased  annually,  and  is  at  pre- 
-sent  a  little  more  than  one  hundred.  An  attempt  to  rid  itself  of  what  is 
esteemed  a  burden  in  the  shape  of  an  inefficient  member  of  the  Faculty, 
has  produced  temporary  disturbance  of  that  harmony  which  is  essential 
for  success,  but  the  Faculty  promise  themselves  much  increase  of  patron- 
age and  power,  and  material  for  teaching,  from  the  more  favorable  omen 
they  now  perceive,  and  from  relief  from  many  drawbacks  they  have  ex- 
perienced within  a  few  years  past. 

The  School  has  attached  to  it  an  Infirmary  which  is  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  University,  capable  of  containing  seventy  or  eighty  pa- 
tients, and  furnishing  much  material  for  illustrating,  by  clinical  teaching, 
the  departments  of  Surgery  and  the  Practice  of  Physic.  This  Infirmar\r 
is  under  the  sole  direction  and  control  of  the  Faculty  of  Physic,  and  af- 
fords, what  few  schools  possess,  an  opportunity  for  selecting  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Faculty  such  cases  as  shall  promise  most  benefit  to  the  students. 
One  half  of  the  sick  seamen  are  sent  to  its  wards  by  order  of  Govern- 
ment. Dr.  N.  R.  Smith  (a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  of  Yale 
College)  has  charge  of  the  surgical  patients  during  the  session,  and  gives 
constant  clinical  instruction.  He  is  an  admirable  surgeon,  combining 
great  manual  dexterity  with  perfect  self-possession  and  coolness.  He  is 
well  fitted  to  meet  successfully  the  great  emergencies  which  the  surgeon 
is  so  often  called  upon  to  encounter.  Dr.  Smith  is  also  a  capital  teacher  : 
plain,  intelligible  and  practical  ;  always  ready  to  answer  "  the  great  and 
small  occasions,"  which  belong  to  public  instruction. 

Anatomical  material  is  abundant:  the  dissecting  room  opens  in  Octo- 
ber, and  is  well  supplied  until  April.  The  Faculty,  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted, is  composed   of — R.  W.  Hall,  Professor   of  Obstetrics  ;   W.  E.  A. 

Aiken,  Professor  of  Chemistry  ; ,  Professor  of  Theory  and 

Practice;  N.  R.  Smith,  Professor  of  Surgery;  Samuel  Chew.  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  ;  Joseph  Roby,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Lecturer 
on  Theory  and  Practice  ;  Wm.  H.  Stol<es,  Lecturer  on  Obstetrics  ;  G.  W. 
Miltenberger,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 


Neiu  York  Medical  Society. — Dr.  White's  Address  on  Insanity. — • 
Among  the  variety  of  institutions  which  give  character  to  the  great  State 
of  New  York,  its  Medical  Society  holds  a  prominent  position.  Among 
its  members  it  embraces  many  of  the  most  eminent  and  highly-gifted 
men  in  the  Union.  And  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Society,  from,  the 
day  of  its  organization,  as  we  understand  it,  to  elevate  and  sustain  the 
members  of  the  profession,  and  to  frown  upon  ignorant  pretenders.  One 
of  the  customs  of  the  Society  is  to  have  an  annual  address  from  some  of 
its  Fellows,  generally  the  presiding  officer,  on  any  subject  most  agreeable  to 
himself.  Many  of  the  past  anniversary  discourses  are  distinguished  ef- 
forts, creditable  to  the  country,  and  in  after  times  are  destined  to  be  view- 
ed as  essential  links  in  the  chain  of  medical  literature  in  the  United 
States. 
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On  the  5lh  of  February,  Samuel  White,  M.D.,  the  President,  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Hudson  Lunatic  Asylum,  delivered  an  address  on  the 
specific  subject  of  insanity.  If  one  of  his  experience  could  not  speak 
with  authority  on  that  topic,  it  is  difficult  to  say  who  could. 

In  regard  to  this  address,  which  is  decidedly  a  creditable  performance, 
we  must  reluctantly  forego  the  publication  of  any  extracts  till  other  favors 
are  disposed  of.  We  are  so  plied  with  books,  pamphlets,  and  communi- 
cations, from  all  parts  of  the  country,  we  scarcely  know  which  to  take  hold 
of  first. 

Anatomy  of  the  Groin. — Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Blackiston,  of  Philadel- 
phia, have  favored  the  public  with  a  well-executed  book,  entitled  "  Draw- 
ings of  the  Anatomy  of  the  Groin,  with  anatomical  remarks,  by  W.  Dar- 
rach,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Penn- 
sylvania College,  &c."  This  is  a  new  publishing  house  to  us,  but  the 
first  specimen  of  typography  received  from  it,  disposes  us  to  believe  that 
there  is  taste,  discrimination  and  enterprise  in  the  firm.  Four  litho- 
graphic plates  are  introduced,  exceedingly  well  defined.  The  author 
says  they  were  reduced  from  original  drawings,  made  by  M.  Chasal,  of 
Paris,  in  1822 — the  dissections  having  been  his  own.  Originally,  the 
treatise  was  dedicated  to  the  laie  very  distinguished  Dr.  Physick.  This  is 
addressed  to  the  class  of  the  College  with  which  Dr.  Darrach  holds  an 
official  connection.  There  is  an  elementary  expression  in  some  of  the 
first  chapters,  which  would  give  the  work  a  preference  with  students, 
over  those  of  a  more  elaborate  character  ;  and  throughout  there  is  nothing 
ia  it  foreign  to  the  subject  under  consideration.  It  cannot  be  injurious 
to  the  fame  of  Dr.  Darrach  to  say  that  there  is  no  striking  exhibitions  of 
originality  in  his  authorship,  and  yet  we  have  not  looked  into  any  surgi- 
cal essay  or  treatise  upon  the  subject  of  hernia,  with  more  satisfaction 
than  this. 

Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Co.  have  it — a  cheap  book,  which  would  prove  a 
useful  monitor  and  guide  on  every  physician  and  surgeon's  table  in  the 
land.     It  is  well  printed,  and  comprises  127  large-sized  octavo  pages. 

Attempted  Assassination  of  Dr.  McDonald. — Dr.  James  McDonald, 
late  physician  to  the  Bloomingdale  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  New  York,  was 
fired  at,  about  two  weeks  since,  by  some  one,  who  meant  to  assassinate 
him.  It  was  in  the  evening,  about  10  o'clock,  just  out  of  the  city.  The 
man  came  up  from  behind,  presented  a  pocket  pistol  at  the  doctor's  head, 
and  fired.  The  ball  struck  the  petrous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone, 
glanced  forwards,  went  under  the  zygoma,  and  probably  lodged  in  the  an- 
trum ;  at  aiiy  rate,  it  has  not  been  found,  and  the  Drs.  Parker,  Post,  &c., 
have  concluded  to  let  it  remain.  The  doctor  is  not  in  immediate  danger, 
but  it  is  feared  he  will  have  a  narrow  chance  yet.     He  keeps  his  room. 


Bloomingdale  Retreat  for  the  Insane. — Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  of  Philadel- 
phia, is  appointed  Physician  to  the  Bloomingdale  Retreat,  in  place  of  Dr. 
Wilson,  resigned.  The  Directors  very  foolishly  require  the  incumbent  to 
be  a  bachelor.  If  he  gets  married,  or  shows  an  inkling  that  way,  he  gets 
orders  to  quit — ^just  as  a  Roman  Catholic  Priest,  under  like  circumstances, 
would  have  to  quit  orders. 
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Medical  Legislation  in  the  State  of  Neio  York. — The  Legislature  has 
been  again  throwing  open  the  flood-gates  of  quackery  in  order  to  gratify 
the  dear  people,  says  a  correspondent.  A  synopsis  of  their  doings  is  ap- 
pended from  the  Tribune  : — 

Neiv  York  Legislature  :  Albany,  Tuesday,  March  5. — The  Senate,  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the  bill  in  relation  to  medical  practice. 
The  first  section  was  passed.  [Repeals  all  laws  prohibiting  any  persoa 
from  recovering  compensation  for  services  rendered  to  the  sick.] 

The  second  section  was  also  passed.  [Repeals  the  law  of  1830,  im- 
posing penalties  upon  persons  attempting  to  practise  without  license.] 

The  third  section  (exempting  persons  practising  medicine  without  li- 
cense from  prosecution  or  indictment,  excepting  in  cases  of  mal-practice, 
Etc.),  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Lett  moved  to  strike  out — -lost. 

The  fourth  section  was  then  passed.  [Makes  irregular  practitioners 
liable  for  mal-practice  in  the  same  way  that  regular  practitioners  are.] 

The  fifth  and  last  section  (which  subjects  persons  practising  physic  or 
surgery  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $300  and  imprisonment  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  12  months,  when  "  convicted  of  gross  ignorance,  mal-practice  or 
gross  immorality  ")  was  next  taken   up,  and  the   next  day  adopted  after  a 

long  debate.     It  is  said  that  Judge  S ,  of  New  York,  introduced  the 

bill,  and  has  been  its  chief  supporter.  He  employs  a  homoeopathic  physi- 
cian. This  spirit  of  idtra  democracy  is  going  to  break  down  everything 
useful  in  the  country.  I  should  not  wonder,  continues  the  writer,  if  our 
State  Medical  Society  resigned  their  charter,  as  that  of  Delaware  did,  un- 
der like  circumstances. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Report,  for  1843. — An  apology  is  due 
for  not  having  sooner  brought  before  our  readers  a  notice  of  this  publi- 
cation. It  has  not  happened,  for  years  before,  that  books  and  pamphlets 
accumulated  faster  than  room  could  be  found  for  presenting  synopses,  at 
least,  of  their  contents.  An  essential  part  of  this  document  is  Dr.  Bell's 
twenty-sixth  annual  report  of  the  M'Lean  Asylum,  at  Somerrille — an  im- 
portant appendage  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  This  report, 
however,  must  be  still  longer  deferred. 

There  were  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  Allen  street,  from  January  1, 
1843,  to  January  1,  1844,  365  patients.  The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the 
whole  number  of  results,  was  1  in  10,  nearly.  Average  number  of  pa- 
tients, 47^.  The  expenses  for  1843,  were  for  stores,  S3,857  SO  ;  wages, 
$3,389  54;  fuel,  $923  39  ;  furniture,  S643  02  ;  medicine,  $848  43  ;  re- 
pairs,  $74153;  stationary,  $13  95;  grounds,  $12  34;  salaries,  $850. 
The  whole  amount  of  board  charged  to  all  the  patients  during  the  year, 
was  $8,208  87.  Of  this  sum,  $5,037  78  was  charged  to  the  Trustees 
for  the  board  of  free  patients;  and  the  balance  of  $3,170  09  was  receiv- 
ed from  paying  patients.  By  analysis  of  the  expenses,  it  is  ascertained 
that  the  weekly  expense  of  each  patient  was  $4  56. 

We  may  add,  with  propriety,  that  the  funds  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital  are  managed  by  men  of  the  highest  standing  in  this  commu- 
nity;  and  the  professional  services  are  rendered  by  those  who  are  not 
surpassed  in  any  country.  The  institution  is  an  ornament  and  an  honci: 
to  the  city  of  Boston. 
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Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital. — To  our  extreme  regret,  we  have  not  yet 
had  the  last  Report  from  this  Hospital,  as  in  years  past  about  this  period. 
it  is  currently  said  that  Dr.  Woodward,  the  very  able  and  learned  medical 
Superintendent  of  the  institution,  has  leave  of  absence,  from  the  Trustees, 
for  a  while,  with  a  view  to  travel  a  short  time  for  the  restoration  of  his 
health,  impaired  by  a  long  and  undivided  attention  to  the  laborious  duties 
of  his  office.  jMay  th.e  wane  of  his  life  be  as  peaceful  and  cloudless,  as 
his  professional  exertions  ia  behalf  of  the  wretched,  forsaken,  insane  out- 
cast from  society,  have  been  humane,  skilful  and  honorable. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written,  a  copy  of  the  Report  has  been  re- 
ceived, but  too  late  for  further  notice  this  week. 


Boston  Athenceum. — A  proposition  is  now  before  the  citizens  of  Boston 
in  reo-ard  to  the  removal  of  this  valuable  institution,  to  a  more  central 
and  convenient  location.  Pearl  Street  is  out  of  the  way — and  with  the 
present  increasing  commercial  enterprise  in  that  neighborhood,  it  will  be 
anything  but  a  quiet  place  for  reading,  studious  men.  In  order  to  accom- 
plish an  object  so  desirable  as  the  erection  of  a  commanding  structure 
for  the  reception  of  the  library,  in  a  central  position  in  the  city,  a  large 
sum  of  money  must  first  be  raised,  by  a  sale  of  new  shares.  Gentlemen 
of  enlarged  views  and  generous  sentiments,  are  engaged  in  this  popular 
scheme.  All  persons  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  joint  partners  in 
this  great  and  useful  undertaking.  A  committee  has  been  raised  to  so- 
licit subscriptions  from  the  medical  profession.  Many  have  already  given 
splendid  evidence  of  their  willingness  to  aid  the  projectors  ;  and  there 
are  others  who  might  come  up  with  a  helping  hand.  If  237  new  shares 
are  taken  at  S300  each,  the  handsome  sum  of  $71,000  will  be  invested — 
making,  with  the  property  befonging  to  the  institution,  $213,962  83 — which 
divided  into  500  shares  will  make  each  share  actually  worth  $427  92, 
at  a  cost  of  only  S300.  Had  we  but  a  moiety  of  the  possessions  of 
many  of  our  medical  brotherhood  in  Boston,  the  removal  of  the  Athe- 
neeum  should  not  be  abandoned  for  the  want  of  funds.  Even  those  of 
moderate  means  would  find  the  cost  of  a  single  share,  a  good  permanent 
investment.  If,  on  account  of  removal,  the  owner  wished  to  dispose  of  it, 
the  money  for  it  could  be  had  readily  ;  the  shares  have  always  stood  well  in 
the  market,  as  property.  How  much  more  they  will  be  in  demand,  with 
a  good  change  of  location. 


Suture  Needle. — Dr.  E.  R.  Smilie,  of  Derry,  N.  H.,  a  gentleman  who, 
in  addition  to  those  professional  attainments  which  are  honored  in  all- 
communities,  has  a  nice  mechanical  taste,  recently  devised  a  suture  needle 
that  merits  the  attention  of  surgeons.  Ahhough  exceedingly  simple,  it 
could  be  understood  better  with  a  single  glance  of  the  eye,  than  by  whole 
pages  of  description.  The  peculiarities  of  the  instrument  are  mainly 
these,  that  the  eye,  instead  of  being  at  the  extremity,  is  about  half  an  inch 
from  the  end,  varying,  of  course,  according  to  the  size  and  length  of  the 
needle.  This  part  above  the  eye  is  square,  and  fitted  into  a  steel  shank, 
which  is  neatly  inserted  into  an  ivory  handle.  When  threaded,  the  needle 
is  pushed  through  the  integuments  by  the  handle,  and  after  being  re-in- 
serted the  needle  is  again  received  into  the  handle,  to  be  forced  onward  as 
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before.     The  fact  is,  it  is  far  easier  to  sew  with  it   than  to  describe  it,  and 
the  process  is  more  rapidly  accomplished. 


Medical  Miscellauy. — At  St.  Helena,  S.  C,  scarlet  fever  is  represented 
to  have  been  successfully  treated  by  large  doses  of  jalap,  as  soon  as  the 
character  of  the  disease  is  detected. — The  cholera  has  been  again  making 
sad  havoc  in  the  East  Indies — and  bids  fair,  from  recent  accounts,  to  mow 
down  the  inhabitants  by  thousands. — Twenty-two  deaths  by  smallpox  oc- 
curred at  Plattsviile.  Wisconsin,  the  past  winter,  in  a  population  of  only 
800. — Owing  to  the  culpable  neglect  of  somebody  connected  with  the  ana- 
tomical department  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical  School,  things  vi^ere  acci- 
dentally seen  by  the  public  eye  that  were  considered  sufficiently  shocking 
to  create  a  mob.  The  Judges  of  some  of  the  courts  are  to  decide  what  is 
to  be  done  in  the  matter. — Mr.  L.  N.  Fowler  is  lecturing  in  the  Island  of 
Nantucket,  on  his  favorite  science — phrenology. — An  edition  of  Guy's 
Medical  Jurisprudence  will  appear  about  the  first  of  April,  at  New  York, 
under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Lee,  who  has  made  an  addition  of  200  pages. 
Dr.  Lee  is  also  coming  out  with  an  American  edition  of  Copland's  Dic- 
tionary, in  monthly  or  bi-monthly  numbers  of  about  ISO  pages  each. — Dr. 
W.  T.  Parker,  of  South  Boston,  speaks  highly  of  giving  quinine  in  ery- 
sipelas, in  small  doses,  when  the  swelling  and  inflammation  are  extending. 
He  sometimes  prescribes  as  small  a  dose  as  one  eighth  of  a  grain,  hourly, 
increasing  the  quantity  according  to  the  severity  of  the  symptoms.  A 
paper  from  him  may  be  expected  on  this  interesting  subject. — A  slave 
recently  died  near  Staunton,  Virg.,  112  years  of  age.  He  was  a  servant 
of  Washington,  at  Braddock's  defeat. — Col.  Payere,  of  London,  went 
down  in  a  diving  bell  lately  to  examine  the  bed  of  the  Thames,  where  he 
remained  seven  hours — making  what  vital  air  was  necessary  for  his  con- 
sumption, as  long  as  he  tarried  below. — Dr.  Benjamin  Hardinge  is  lec- 
turing in  Boston  on  mnemonics. — According  to  the  Government  tables,  it 
appears  that  1674  persons  died  in  Vera  Cruz  in  1843 — the  population  be- 
ing only  between  6000  and  8000. 

NoTicK. — Subscribers  in  Washington  city  are  informed  that  there  is  no  agent 
there  authorized  to  receive  money  due  for  tliis  Journal. — Those  in  Tennessee 
are  also  requested  not  to  make  payment  to  tlie  individual  who  formerly  acted  as 
agent  in  Franklin. — Subscribers  in  New  York  city  may  hand  in  their  subscriptions 
to  AJr.  C.  S.  Francis,  bookseller,  in  Broadway. 

To  CoHRESpoiNDENTs. — Dr.  Trow's  case  of  the  late  Maj:.  Griswold  will  appear 
next  week.  This  case  has  already  been  reported  in  the  Journal  by  Dr.  Knowl- 
ton  ;  but  as  a  ditference  in  diagnosis  existed  between  these  gentlemen,  and  as 
the  deceased  was  at  first  the  patient  of  Dr.  Trow,  it  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to 
give  place  to  his  report. — Dr.  Nelson's  account  of  a  new  mode  of  administering 
medicmes,  and  Dr.  Mason's  notice  of  the  criticisms  of  X.X.,  are  also  on  file  for 
publication. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  endin!"  March  16,  27.— Males,  8— Femates,  19.     Sliilborn,  K 
Of  consumption,  8— lung  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever,  1— mflamniation  of  the  bowels,  1— hooping  cough, 

2— apoplexy,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— measles,  2— debility,  1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— ery- 

sipelaii,  1— canker,  1— infantile,  I. 
Under  5  years,  12— between  5  and  20  years,  2— between  20  and  60  years,  10— over  60  years,  3. 
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Medical  Books. — Messrs.  Wiley  and  Putnam's  Literary  News-letters^ 
and  monthly  register  of  new  books,  foreign  and  American,  is  a  convenient 
messenger.  We  avail  ourselves  of  its  intelligence  in  regard  to  recent  pub- 
lications of  works  of  science — interesting,  particularly,  to  the  medical 
profession.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia,  have  just  issued  a  new 
edition  (the  fourth),  of  Dunglison's  Dictionary  of  Medical  Science — con- 
taining not  fewer  than  two  thousand  additional  subjects  and  terms.  This 
edition  has  likewise  been  materially  modified,  and  now  certainly  offers 
stronger  claims  to  the  attention  of  the  practitioner  and  student  than  any 
similar  work. 

The  same  publishers  have  also  issued  a  new  edition  (the  fifth),  of  Dr. 
Dunglison's  Human  Physiology,  with  very  important  additions  of  much 
valuable  matter,  besides  ninety  additional  wood-cuts. 

New  books  published  in  England  :  Tulk  and  Henfrey's  Anatomical 
Manipulations — or  the  methods  of  pursuing  practical  investigations  in 
Comparative  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  Also,  an  introduction  to  the  use 
of  the  Microscope,  with  diagrams. 

Lessons  on  Chemistry,  for  the  use  of  Pupils  in  Schools,  Junior  Students 
in  the  Universities,  and  Readers  who  wish  to  Learn  the  Fundamental 
Principles  and  the  Leading  Facts.     By  W.  H.  Balmain. 

Natural  History,  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  the  Epidemic  Fever,  at 
present  prevailing  in  Edinburgh  and  other  Towns  :  illustrated  by  Cases 
and  Dissections.     By  J.  R.  Cormack,  M.D. 

On  the  nature  and  treatment  of  Tic  Douloureux,  Sciatica,  and  other 
Neuralgic  Disorders.     By  H.  Hunt,  M.D. 

Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Midwiferv,  delivered  in  the 
Theatre  of  St.  George's  Hospital.  By  R.  Lee,  M.D.,  F'.R.S.  Illustrated 
with  numerous  wood  engravings. 

Medicines  :  their  Uses  and  Mode  of  Administration;  including  a  com- 
plete Conspectus  of  the  Three  British  Pharmacopoeias,  an  Account  of  all 
the  New  Remedies,  and  an  Appendix  of  Formulae.  By  J.  Moore  Neli- 
gan,  M.D. 

Lectures  on  Electricity,  comprising  Galvanism,  Magnetism,  Electro- 
Magnetism,  Magneto  and  Thermo-Electricity.  By  H.  M.  Noad.  Anew 
and  enlarged  edition,  with  nearly  three  hundred  wood-cuts. 

Cvclopredia  of  Natural  Science. — Vegetable- Physiology  and  Botany. 
By  W.  B.  Carpenter,  M.D. 

Notes  on  Natural  History  ;  selected  from  the  "  Microscopic  Cabinet." 
Illustrated  by  ten  colored  engravings,  from  original  drawings  made  by  C. 
R.  Goring,  M.D.     By  A.  Priichard. 

Glossology;  or,  the  Additional  Means  of  Diagnosis  of  Disease  to  be 
Derived  from  Indications  and  Appearances  of  the  Tongue.  By  B. 
Ridge,  M.D. 

Essay  on  the  Physiognomy  of  Serpents.  By  H.  Schlegel,  translated 
by  T.  S.  Traill,  M.D. 

Apothecary's  Text  book  on  Private  Disease. 

Two  Essays  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Spine  :  \.  On  Angular  Curvature 
of  the  Spine,  and  its  Treatment;  2.  On  the  Treatment  of  Lateral  Cur- 
vature by  Gravitation,  Lateral  Exercise,  &c.  By  R.  A.  Stafford. 

A  Practical  Chart  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin.  '  By  G.  A.  Walker.  Fold- 
ed in  8vo.  cloth  case. 
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ON     THE     REMOVAL     OF     SCIRRHOUS    TUMOR     OF     THE     FEMALE 

BREAST. 

A  Lecture  delivered  by  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  at  St.  George's   Hospilal,  Jan.  24,  1844. 

GENTLEME^f, — U  A  schtIious  tumor  of  the  female  breast  be  left  to  take  its 
own  course,  it  gradually  increases  in  extent  ;  it  contaminates  the  neigh- 
boring texiures ;  it  finally  ulcerates,  and  in  the  greater  number  of  cases 
the  patient's  life  is  terminated  in  three  or  four  years  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  disease.  Not  only  is  life  terminated  thus  early,  but  death  is 
preceded  by  a  most  painful  state  of  the  ulcer.  It  i?  disposed  to  bleed 
and  to  slough,  and  the  patient  is  rendered  miserable.  I'here  is  not  a 
much  worse  way  of  going  out  of  the  world  than  that  of  being  destroyed 
by  tliis  disease. 

Looking  at  these  fiicts  alone,  you  would  say  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  proper  thing  to  do  is  to  remove  the  tumor  by  an  operation.  But 
then  there  is  another  order  of  Aicts  to  be  taken  into  account.  We  find 
that  in  the  larger  proportion  of  cases  in  which  the  operation  is  performed, 
the  patient  is  not  alive  two  or  three  years  afterwards;  and  in  a  great 
many  cases,  instead  of  the  operation  stopping  the  disease,  it  actually 
seems  to  hasten  its  progress.  We  find,  besides,  that  the  operation  in  it- 
self is  not  in  all  cases  free  from  danger. 

These  different  orders  of  facts  have  led  different  surgeons,  accordingly 
as  they  have  looked  at  one  or  the  other  of  them,  to  con)e  to  different 
conclusions  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  operation.  The  late  Mr.  Cline, 
for  example,  and  Sir  Everard  Home,  both  men  of  great  experience, 
would  scarcely  ever  consent  to  the  removal  of  scirrhous  tumors  of  the 
breast  under  any  circumstances  ;  whereas  I  have  known  otlier  very  ex- 
perienced surgeons  who  were  in  favor  of  an  operation,  even  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases.  And  not  only  has  there  been  this  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  different  individuals,  but  1  have  known  the  opinion  of  the 
same  individual  to  differ  at  various  periods  of  iiis  life.  I  remember  a  very 
distinguished  surgeon  saying  to  me  that  he  thought  he  would  never  per- 
forin this  operation  again,  and  yet  that  very  surgeon,  some  three  or  four 
years  afterwards,  recommended  the  operation  in  a  case  in  which  1  thought 
that  it  would  fail.  This  discordance  of  opinion  only  shows  the  difficulty 
of  the  subject;  and  if  this  difficulty  has  stood  in  the  way  of  men  of  great 
experiance,  it  may  well  stand  in  the  way  of  you  who  are  beginning  your 
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career.  Hence,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  may  be  of  advantage  to  you  if 
1  offer  some  observations  on  the  subject,  and  endeavor,  as  far  as  I  can,  ta 
clear  away  the  doubts  which  may  arise  in  your  minds  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency or  inexpediency  of  the  operation. 

This,  then,  is  the  subject  of  the  present  lecture  : — Under  what  circum- 
stances is  the  operation  for  the  removal  of  a  scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast 
proper,  and  under  wliat  circumstances  is  it  improper? 

1  should  observe  here,  in  the  first  instance,  that  wl)ile  a  great  deal  de- 
pends upon  the  nature  of  the  case,  something  will  depend  upon  your- 
selves, and  upon  the  mode  of  performing  the  operation.  If  there  be  a 
scirrhous  tumor  imbedded  in  the  gland  of  the  breast,  and  you  remove  the 
tumor  and  a  piece  of  the  breast  in  which  it  is  imbedded,  and  leave  the 
rest  of  the  breast,  according  to  my  experience  the  disease  is  quite  sure  to 
return  ;  and  this  corresponds  to  a  rule  which  a[)plies  to  all  cases  of  ma- 
lignant disease — that  you  have  no  security  from  an  operation  for  its  re- 
moval, unless  you  remove  the  whole  of  the  organ  in  which  the  disease  i& 
seated.  If,  for  instance,  there  he.  fungus  ha'malodts  of  the  bone  of  the 
leg,  the  patient  may  have  some  chance  of  doing  well  if  you  amputate 
the  thigh  above  the  knee  ;  and  if  there  be  malignant  disease  in  the  fe- 
mur he  has  almost  no  chance,  unless,  indeed,  you  think  it  worth  while  to 
take  out  the  thigh-bone  at  the  hip-joint.  I  say,  therefore,  that  in  cases 
of  scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast,  where  the  tumor  is  actually  imbedded 
in  the  breast,  if  you  perform  the  operation  you  must  remove  the  whole 
of  the  breast.  You  may  imagine  that  this  is  a  very  easy  thing  to  be 
done,  but  it  is  not  so  easy  in  reality  :  for  in  amputating  the  breast,  you 
will  be  very  apt,  in  a  thin  person,  if  you  are  not  very  careful,  to  leave 
small  slices  of  the  gland  of  the  breast  adhering  to  the  skin,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  part  or  parts  thus  left  behind  in  some  cases  form  the 
nidus  of  future  disease.  The  color  of  the  gland  of  the  breast  is  very 
little  different  from  that  of  the  surrounding  ade[)S  ;  and  the  blood  that 
flows  adds  to  the  confusion.  To  avoid  the  error  in  question,  you  must 
be  careful  in  the  dissection  to  keep  the  knife  near  the  skin,  not  near  the 
breast  ;  and,  further  than  this,  in  every  case  when  you  have  taken  out  the 
tumor,  you  should  look  at  its  surface,  and  see  that  it  is  everywhere  cover- 
ed by  healthy  adeps.  If  it  be  not,  then  examine  the  inside  of  the  flap 
of  the  skin,  and  see  whether  any  small  portion  of  the  breast  has  been 
allowed  to  lemain  there. 

So  far,  I  say,  the  success  of  the  operation  may  depend  mainly  on 
yourselves  :  but  now  let  us  consider  what  are  the  circumstances,  inde- 
pendently of  anything  that  you  do,  that  may  lead  you  to  think  there  is 
no  chance  of  the  operation  leading  to  an  ultimate  cure  ;  and  what  are 
the  circumstances  that  would  lead  you  to  hope  that  the  result  may  be 
more  favorable. 

First,  you  may  divide  scirrhous  tumors  of  the  breast  into  two  classes 
— one  where  tliere  is  a  conversion  of  the  gland  of  the  breast  itself  into 
the  scirrhous  structure,  there  being  no  well-defined  margin  to  it  ;  the 
other,  where  there  is  a  scirrhous   tumor  imbedded  in  what  appears  like  a 
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1)ealthy  breasl,  as   if  it  were  ahogether  a  new  growth,  there  being  a  well- 
defined  boundary  to  it. 

In  the  first  order  of  cases,  wliere  the  tumor  has  no  distinct  boundary, 
and  where  it  is  the  conversion  of  the  gland  of  the  breast  into  the  diseased 
-Structure,  the  operation  not  only  never  succeeds  in  making  a  permanent 
cure,  but  it  rather  hastens  the  progress  of  liie  disease.  The  patient  dies 
within  two  or  three  years,  and  probably  mucli  sooner,  from  an  effusion  of 
fluid  into  the  cavity  of  the  pleura. 

Then,  where  the  skin  is  contaminated,  there  is  no  chance  of  the  o[)e- 
ration  making  an  ultimate  or  permanent  cure.  The  skin  n)ay  be  con- 
taminated in  different  ways.  Scirrhous  tubercles  sometimes  form  in  it 
here  and  there,  at  some  distance  round  the  tumor,  the  intermediate  por- 
tions of  the  skin  apjyearing  to  be  healthy.  Here  an  operation  will  nevej- 
lead  to  a  cure,  for  you  cannot  remove  all  the  contaminated  skin.  Where 
the  skin  is  thus  affected,  generally  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  very 
rapid,  and  the  patient  dies  in  a  short  lifne,  from  effusion  of  serum  into  the 
chest.  But  the  skin  is  often  contaminated  iu  another  manner.  It  is 
thickened  and  brawny  ;  the  pores  seem  enlarged,  as  if  you  wero  looking 
at  them  through  a  magnifying  glass,  and  you  cannot  pinch  it  up  between 
your  fingers  as  you  can  healthy  skin.  This  is  a  very  bad  form  of  the  dis- 
ease. I  have  known  the  operation  performed  in  two  or  three  such  cases, 
and  the  disease  has  always  returned  in  the  cicatrix  directly,  and  the  opera- 
tion has  appeared  to  hasten  rather  than  to  retard  the  fatal  result.  It  does 
not  matter  how  small  an  extent  of  skin  ap|)ears  to  be  thus  contaminated  ;  if 
any  portion  of  it  be  in  that  state  the  seeds  of  disease  are  in  the  skin  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  the  knife  divides  what  is  apparently  Jiealthy,  but  what 
is  not  healthy  in  reality. 

One  effect  of  a  scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast,  in  a  great  nuniber  of 
cases,  is  to  cause  a  contraction  of  the  lactiferous  tubes  which  pass  from 
different  parts  of  the  head  to  the  nipple  ;  and  this  contraction  of  the  lac- 
tiferous tubes  causes  a  drawing  in  or  retraction  of  the  nipple.  This  re- 
traction of  trie  nipple,  I  believe,  is  to  be  regarded  as  very  unfavorable  to 
the  uhiniate  success  of  an  operation;  for  when  the  nipple  is  retracted  the 
disease  seems  always  to  have  extended  to  the  skin  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  if  you  examine  it  very  carefully  you  will  generally  find  manifest  in- 
dications of  disease  in  it. 

Then,  in  many  cases  of  scirrhous  tmnors  of  the  breast,  the  skin  is 
drawn  in  over  the  tumor,  so  as  to  produce  the  appearance  of  a  dimple  in 
it.  Where  this  dimple  in  the  skin  exists  you  may  be  almost  sure  that 
there  is  a  scirrhous  tumor  in  the  breast  beneath  it,  and  on  examination 
3'ou  will  feel  it  with  the  finger.  I  believe  this  dimple  of  the  skin  over 
the  tumor  to  form  a  very  great  objection  to  the  operation,  so  that  there  is 
little  or  no  chance  of  a  permanent  cure.  But,  on  what  does  the  appear- 
ance ol  the  skin  depend  ?  I  have  carefully  dissected  the  parts  in  a  case 
of  this  kind,  and  I  will  tell  you  liow  it  is  produced.  There  is  a  small 
elongation  of  the  disease  passing  up  from  the  tumor  through  the  adeps 
into  the  skin,  a  sort  of  scirrhous  filament,  half  an  inch,  or  a  third  of  an 
inch,  or  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  in  length.  In  fact,  the  dimple  indicates 
that  the  disease  is  not  confined  to  the  breast,  but  that  the  skin  is  already 
contaminated. 
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Then,  as  the  disease  goes  on,  it  contaminates  the  glands  In  the  axilla. 
The  glands  in  the  axilla,  if  the  hreast  be  inflamed,  may  be  inflamed  and 
enlai-fied,  as  glands  may  be  inflamed  and  enlarged  from  a  boil  or  other 
inflammation  in  the  neighborhood.  But  when  there  are  indurated  glands 
of  the  axilla,  independent  of  inflammation,  you  may  be  sure  that  there  is 
the  same  disease  in  these  that  there  is  in  the  breast,  that  the  axillary 
glands  are  contaminated,  and  that  there  is  no  ultimate  cure  to  be  expected 
from  an  operation. 

You  may  say,  "  But  remove  the  diseased  glands  from  the  axilla."  1 
have  done  this,  and  seen  it  done,  and  1  will  tell  you  what  invariably  hap- 
pens. Perhaps  you  have  discovered  only  one  enlarged  gland  in  the 
axilla  ;  you  have  determined  to  remove  it,  and  when  you  have  got  into 
the  axilla,  you  find  other  large  glands  contaminated  in  the  same  manner, 
though  of  too  small  a  size  to  have  been  perceptible  through  the  skin  be- 
fore the  incision  was  made. 

I  need  hardly  tell  you  that  if  the  scirrhous  tumor  adhere  to  the  parts 
below — to  the  pectoral  muscle  and  to  the  ribs,  or  if  the  skin  be  ulcerated, 
there  is  no  chance  of  a  permanent  cure  from  the  operation. 

You  will  find  patients  sometimes,  who,  while  they  have  a  scirrhous 
tumor  in  the  breast,  have  indications  of  the  same  disease,  or  some  other 
form  of  malignant  disease,  in  other  organs.  One  patient  may  have  signs 
of  malignant  disease  of  the  liver;  another,  of  the  lungs;  another,  of  the 
uterus.  Of  course,  if  there  be  any  suspicion  of  the  same  mischief  going 
on  in  internal  organs,  you  will  know  that  no  permanent  cure  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  removal  of  the  diseased  breast. 

These  circumstances,  then,  are  sufficient  to  forbid  an  operation  with  a 
view  to  an  ultimate  cure  ;  but  you  must  also  take  into  account  the  state 
of  the  patient,  her  age  and  condition  in  other  respects  :  for  instance,  if 
an  old  woman  has  a  scirrhous  breast  in  a  quiet  state,  you  would  never 
think  of  amputating  it,  because  she  may  die  first.  The  disease  may  out- 
last her. 

Now,  having  taken  away  these  cases,  you  will  find  in  practice  that 
there  are  very  few  left  in  which  you  will  think  right  to  offer  an  opera- 
lion,  as  affording  a  chance  of  permanent  cure.  VVliat  are  tiie  cases, 
then,  in  which  the  removal  of  the  breast  is  proper?  Where  the  skin  is 
perfectly  sound  ;  where  the  nipple  is  not  retracted  ;  where  there  is  no 
dimple  in  the  skin  over  the  tumor ;  where  there  is  no  diseased  gland  in 
the  axilla  ;  where  there  is  no  sign  of  internal  mischief ;  where  there  is 
no  adhesion  of  the  breast  to  the  parts  below  ;  and  where  the  patient  is 
not  very  much  advanced  in  life:  in  a  case  where  this  fortunate  combina- 
tion of  circumstances  exists,  I  should  say  that  there  is  a  reasonable 
chance  of  an  operation  making  a  cure. 

Still,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  in  all  these  cases  there  will  be  a  per- 
manent cure — far  from  it  ;  but  there  will  be,  in  some  instances.  The 
chances  of  it  in  such  a  case  as  1  have  described  may  be  sufficient  to  war- 
rant you  in  recommending  the  patient  to  submit  to  the  operation  ;  and  I 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  several  persons  on  whom  I  have  per- 
formed the  operation   under  these  circumstances,  who  are  now  alive  and 
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well,  and  who  otherwise  would  certainly  have  been  dead  long  ago.  So 
long  since  as  1832,  1  removed  a  breast  affected  with  a  scirrhous  tumor, 
and  the  lady  is  still  alive  and  well — at  least  she  was  so  last  year.  Since 
the  operation  she  has  married  and  had  children.  Last  year  I  was  called 
to  see  a  lady  on  account  of  another  coai[)laint,  on  whom  I  performed  the 
operation  as  long  ago  as  1830,  and  there  she  was,  still  alive  and  well. 

But  besides  such  cases  as  1  last  described,  there  are  others  in  which 
the  operation  f(jr  a  scirrhous  tumor  connected  with  the  breast  may  be  per- 
formed with  a  still  better  prospect  of  success.  A  hard  tU(nor  sometimes 
forms  on  the  surface  of  the  breast,  which  feels  like  scirrhus,  and  on  cut- 
ting into  it,  it  looks  like  it ;  so  that  I  can  give  the  disease  no  other  name. 
It  appears  to  be  unconnected  with  the  breast ;  but  when  you  remove  it, 
you  find  that  it  is  attached  to  the  surface  of  the  gland,  just  at  one  narrow 
corner.  I  have  removed  three  tumors  of  this  kind,  leaving  the  breast 
(uicut  except  where  I  separated  the  tumor  from  it ;  and  in  each  of  these 
three  cases  the  patient  was  alive  and  well  a  considerable  time  afterwards. 
Indeed,  I  do  not  know  that  in  any  one  of  them  there  has  been  a  return 
of  the  disease. 

Again,  a  scirrhous  tumor  may  occur  in  the  nipple  ;  and  1  believe  that 
this  may  properly  be  distinguished  from  a  scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast 
itself,  and  that  there  is  a  greater  chance  of  a  permanent  cure  from  an 
operation  where  the  disease  originates  in  the  nipple,  than  where  it  origi- 
nates in  the  breast.  There  was  a  lady  who  had  such  a  tumor  of  the 
nipple.  She  consulted  several  surgeons  about  it  ;  and  as  the  disease  was 
in  a  quiet  state,  it  was  recommended  that  it  should  be  let  alone.  After 
some  time  she  came  to  London,  and  was  imder  the  care  of  the  late  Mr. 
Rose,  who  was  a  surgeon  of  this  hospital  ;  and  I  siuv  lier  with  him. 
The  tumor  was  still  confined  to  the  nipple,  and  had  been  going  on  for 
some  years  without  cotning  to  any  harm  ;  but  it  was  now  making  pro- 
gress. We  agreed  that  it  should  be  removed.  Mr.  Rose  removed  the 
breast,  which  appeared  sound,  the  nipple  alone  being  diseased.  She  re- 
covered, and  was  alive  and  well  many  years  afterwards.  A  lady  consulted 
me  concerning  a  scirrhous  tumor  of  the  nipple  :  at  least  I  call  it  scir- 
rhus, for  it  presented  all  the  characters  of  that  disease.  It  w  as  as  hard 
as  scirrhus,  and  it  had  ulcerated.  The  breast  itself  seemed  to  be  sound. 
She  was  a  stout  elderly  lady,  with  an  enormous  breast,  and  a  great  deal 
of  adeps  over  it.  The  removal  of  the  whole  breast  would  have  been  a 
frightful  operation,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  her  constitution 
would  not  have  borne  it.  She  was  suffering  great  pain  from  the  (lisease. 
I  applied  chloride  of  zinc,  and  afterwards  the  caustic  potassa,  till  I  destroy- 
ed what  appeared  to  be  the  whole  of  the  disease  of  the  nipple.  Thi?  was 
three  or  four  years  ago.  The  wound  healed,  and  the  patient  is  alive  and 
well  at  this  moment.  The  two  last  orders  of  cases  are,  then,  to  be  espe- 
cially distinguished  from  those  of  which  I  have  spoken  formerly. 

(To  be  concluded  next  week.) 
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CASE    OF   THE    LATE   MAJOR    GRISVVOLD. 

To  the  Eiitor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sm— \  sense  of  the  obligation  which  rests  upon  me  to  do  what  I  can 
.for  Advancing  the  interests  of  our  profession,  has  Induced  me  to  give  you, 
(or  publication,  the  case  of  my  friend  and  neighbor,  Maj.  Joseph  Gns- 
wold,  hite  of  Buckland.  . 

Mai  G  was  a  man  of  robust  constitution,  sanguuie  and  bilious  tempe- 
-rament,  about  5^  feet  in  height,  capacious  chest  rather  large  head,  shcu't 
•neck,  by  occupation  a  farmer  and  mechan.c.  He  had  been  subject  to 
dlarrhcBa  biliosa,  alternating  with  constipation  ;  had  had  occasional  de- 
termination of  blood  to  the  head,  producing  vertigo,  relieved  by  copious 
venesection  ;  had  had  a  severe  attack  of  acute   rheumatism,  and  occa- 

^'"soon^Xr   his   return   from   Boston  (about  the  first  of  April,   1343, 
•where  he  had  spent  the  winter  as  Senator  from  Frankhn  Co  )    he  called 
at  my  residence  ;    said  "  he  was  well,  but  everybody  called  h,m  sick, 
and  that   the  day  before   he   left  Boston,  his   friend   and   colleague,  Dr 
Champion,  of  West  Springfield,  gave   him   some   medicine  for  disease  ot 
his  head,  which  he  was  then   using;    asked  my  opinion  of  his  case,  and 
of  the  remedies  which  he  showed  me.      These  questions  gave  rise  to  an 
investigation   at  that,  and  two  or   three   subsequent   times,  the  result  ol 
which  I  will  now   delineate.     Countenance    pale  and  bloated,  and  upon 
the  least  mental  emotion,  or  bodily  exertion,  assumes  a  livid  color  in  the 
cheeks,  nose  and  prolabia,  with  more  or  less  coldness   in  the  extremities, 
and  the  head  is  sometimes  moved  by  the  violence   of  the  hearts  action. 
Muscular  exertion  aggravates   all   of  the  above-named  symptoms.     Skin 
rather  colder  than   natural,  with   frequent  hvid    appearance  of  the  nails; 
feet  and  legs  (edematous  ;  says,  "  1  have   not   been   able  to  wear  a  boot 
or  a  shoe  since  I  arrived  at  Boston  last  winter."     Function  of  the  brain 
much  impaired  ;  talks  almost   incessantly;  passes  rapidly  from  one  sub- 
ject to  another ;  hurried  wakings  from  sleep,  he.  he.  ;  frequent  dyspnoea, 
acr^ravated  on  going  up  stairs,  or  any  muscular  or  mental  exertion,  occur- 
ring usually  in  paroxysms  ;    pulse   about   70    per   '"'""7' ^'^\^f  ^1^/°! 
the  most  of  the  time,  with  occasional  intermissions.     When  asked-  have 
YOU   any    pain?  answers,    "no   pain;"   have  you  any  distress  ?    raising 
his  left  hand  to  his  clavicle,  and  drawing  it  down  over  his  heart,  says— 
«  If  I  have  any,  it  is  about  here."     Thorax  in   the  region  of  the  heart 
decidedly   enlarged;  sound,  on    percussion,  dull;  other  portions   of  the 
chest  sound   natural.     On    applying  the  stethoscope,   the   beat  of  the 
heart  is  more  diffused  than   natural;  impulse  rather  strong;  first  sound 
somewhat  obscure,  but  occasionally  very  strong  ;  again   obscure,  with  a 
short   flappin.r    character ;    rasp-like    sound    perfectly  distinct.     Bowels 
constipated; 'appetite   tolerable,  but   depraved;   wants   vinegar,  pickles, 
&c     'tonc^u;  colted  with  a   dark,  dirty  covering,  and  red,  but  not  dry  ; 
brealh  excessively  offensive.     No  tenderness  of  the  epigastrium  or  abdo- 
men ;    no  vomiting;    urine  scanty  and  high-colored,  otherwise  not  un- 
natural. 
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Diagnosis. — Great  functional  disturbance  of  tlie  digestive  oii;ans ; 
may  be  idiopathic  hydio-pericardiuui,  but  there  is  positive  structural  dis- 
ease of  the  heart  and  its  valves,  probably  the  aortic;  cannot  detect 
struclin-al  disease  of  any  otlier  organ. 

Prognosis,  for  the  present  favorable  ;  may,  with  proper  medical  treat- 
ment and  care  on  his  own  part,  live  months,  or  even  years,  but  can  never 
promise  a  radical  cure  ;  liable  to  die  suddenly.  Advice,  for  the  present, 
to  continue  his  friend's  medicine. 

April  10. —  Was  at  his  house.  Symptoms  much  the  same,  but  is  very 
weak  ;  walking  from  the  bed  to  the  stove  frequently  brings  on  most  ex- 
cessive action  of  the  heart,  and  a  sense  of  impendmg  suffocation  ;  high 
state  of  mental  excitement;  talks  almost  incessantly,  thinks  his  medicine 
does  him  no  good,  and  wishes  me  to  prescribe  for  him. — R.  PilulEe  hy- 
drargyri,  gr.  xx.  ;  morphias  sulphas,  gr.  j.  Make  four  pills  ;  take  one 
morning  and  night;  follow  with  mild  laxative  once  in  two  days.  Ether 
chloric  before  getting  up,  and  when  faint  or  distressed. 

i2th. — Free,  dark,  foetid  evacuations;  has  rested  better,  not  so  many 
distressed  turns.  Continue  the  pills,  and  R.  Jodide  of  potassium,  9ij.  ; 
aqua,  §j.  Take  30  drops  three  times  per  day,  using  freely  a  strong 
valerian  tea,  with  moderate  friction. 

15th. — Has  had  an  increase  of  urine;  no  distressed  turns;  bowels 
quite  i'ree;  breath  is  losing  its  foetor;  tongue  improved  ;  appetite  better; 
rests  more  quietly. 

18th. — Pulse  quiet.  Has  had  copious  discharges  from  his  bowels  ; 
but,  on  the  whole,  is  stronger,  and  appears  more  like  Maj.  G.  Omit  the 
pill,  but  continue  the  morph.  sulph.  in  same  quantity. 

20th. — Has  had  a  copious  secretion  of  urine,  says  "  two  or  three  gal- 
lons in  twenty-four  hours  ;"  oedema  of  the  feet  and  limbs  subsiding  ;  walks 
about  his  house.     Take  less  of  the  potash. 

May  3d. — Says  he  feels  much  more  comfortable  ;  "  must  believe  me 
that  he  isaoing  to  get  well."      Appetite  good  ;   bowels  regular. 

6ih. — Walks  about  considerably;  feet  natural;  countenance  much 
improved. 

17ih. — Stays  in  his  field  from  morning  till  night.  For  a  number  of 
days  has  worked  at  planting,  driving  team,  going  to  mill,  &c.  &c.  Says 
-— ■'  I  take  my  medicine  when  I  think  of  it."  Countenance  improving  ; 
is  quite  comfortable. 

Between  this  time  and  June  14,  I  saw  him  almost  daily  as  I  passed 
his  fields,  or  his  house,  engaged  with  his  help  as  usual  (for  Maj.  G.  was  a 
"  working  man  ").  On  this  day  I  left  home  for  Boston,  and  was  absent 
about  one  week,  and  on  my  return  learned  that  he  had  had  a  "  poor 
turn,"  and  that  Dr.  C.  Knowlton,  of  Ashfield  (being  in  town),  was 
called,  and  subsequently  pronounced  his  case  scirrhus  of  the  stomach  ; 
prognosticating  decidedly  unfavorably.  I  saw  the  Major  a  few  days  after, 
about  a  mile  from  his  house,  where  he  was  engaged  as"  commissioner  upon 
an  estate.  ^  Noticed  nothing  unusual,  save  that  he  appeared  very  much 
depressed  in  mind.  Did  my  business  with  the  commissioners,  and  re- 
turned  to   my  home,  and  after  this    heard   nothing  from  him  (save   the 
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every-day  report  of  people  in  the  neighborhood,  that  "  he  had  cancer  of 
the  stomach,  and  was  evidently  running  down  "),  till  about  the  second 
week  in  July,  when,  as  he  was  my  friend  and  neighbor,  connected 
by  marriage,  and  had  once  been  my  patient,  1  called  to  see  him.  He  re- 
ceived me  cordially,  told  me  that  he  was  "  running  down,"  that  Dr. 
Knowlton  did  not  agree  with  me  and  Dr.  Champion  with  regard  to  his 
case,  &£C.  He  appeared  much  depressed  in  spirit,  moaned  frequently, 
looked  pale,  was  quite  weak  and  was  confined  to  his  bed  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  time;  nothing  new  with  regard  to  general  symptoms. 

After  this  time,  1  saw  him  once  or  twice  a  week,  as  a  friend  and  neigh- 
bor (Dr.  C.  Knowlton  being,  so  far  as  I  know,  his  only  attending  physi- 
cian, from  the  lime  he  first  saw  him,  up  to  the  hour  of  his  death),  till 
about  three  weeks  before  his  death,  when  1  visited  him  every  day  (ex- 
traordinaries  in  business  excepted),  till  he  died  ;  noticing  minutely,  day 
by  day,  his  symptoms,  and  the  result  of  my  observations,  as  well  as  the 
post-mortem  examination,  1  will  now  submit  to  you. 

From  July  24th  to  the  31st,  is  confined  to  his  bed  most  of  the  lime  ; 
lies  generally  upon  his  back,  with  limbs  flexed  upon  the  pelvis;  expres- 
sion *of  the  "^eye  and  countenance  rather  vacant  ;  pulse  70  per  mmute, 
moderately  full,  occasionally  intermits;  but  liiile  appetite;  moans  fre- 
quently, throwing  himself  from  one  side  of  the  bed  to  the  other;  recog- 
nizes friends  readily.  From  July  31st  to  Aug.  5th,  attitude  much  the 
same;  lies  upon  his  back  ;  groans  often,  and  loud  ;  head  hot,  and  rolling 
from  side  to  side  ;  eyes  slightly  injected,  with  contracted  pupils  ;  has  had, 
since  the  24th,  rather  copious  epistaxis  frequently  ;  bowels  lull  ;  pulse  in 
the  left  hand  full  and  strong,  in  the  right  very  weak,  and  often  scarcely 
perceptible ;  aroused  with  more  difficulty ;  not  inclined  to  converse. 
From  the  5th  to  the  8th,  posture  about  the  same  ;  lies  upon  his  back, 
limbs  strongly  flexed  upon  the  pelvis  ;  head  hot,  and  rolling  from  side  to 
side  ;  eyes'injected  slightly  ;  bowels  full,  and  hard,  and  have  not  been 
moved  for  about  fourteen  days  ;  not  easily  aroused  ;  has  had  a  purulent 
discharge  from  the  left  ear ;  says  to  friends,  when  aroused,  and  asked  do 
you  know  me?  "  yes,  1  know  you— yes,  1  know  you  ";  moans  or  groans 
almost  constantly ;  pulse  in  the  right  arm  hardly  perceptible,  in  the  left 
full  and  strong  ;  tongue,  when  protruded,  drawn  to  the  ri^ht  side.  About 
this  lime  his  bowels  were  moved    by  an   enema,  producing   some  tempo- 

rary  relief.  r  o      i 

8th. Visited  Maj.  G.  in  company  with  Dr.  Simeon  Strong,  ol    Healh 

(recently  of  Amherst),  who  saw  him  by  recjuest  of  Rodolphus  White,  a 
son-in-law  of  Maj.  G.  No  change  in  attitude  ;  li(>3  upon  his  back  most 
of  the  titne;  inclines  to  slij)  down  in  bed;  moans  often;  cannot  be 
aroused  to  any  considerable  extent.  Dr.  S.  thinks  he  can  detect  a  slight 
pulse  in  the  right  arm  at  the  wrist. 
9th  and  lOtli. — Strength  Aiiling  fast. 

11th.— Visited  Maj.  G.  by  request  of  W.  Griswold.  Esq.,  of  Green- 
field, to  relieve  him  of  supposed  retention  of  urine  ;  but,  none  existing, 
did  not  introduce  the  catheter.  Lies  upon  his  back,  the  very  picture  of 
suffering  in  the  extreme  ;  groans  almost   incessantly  ;  pupils  of  the  eyes 
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dilated,  do  not  contract  under  the  influence  of  the  strongest  light  ;  right 
side  becoming  more  and  more  paralytic. 

I2th,  A.  M. — Bowels  have  moved  frequently  during  the  night  ;  right 
side  completely  paralytic  ;  is  in  articulo  mortis.  Lingered,  in  the  most 
extreme  suffering,  till  between  the  hours  of  10  and  12,  when  death  came 
to  his  relief. 

I  may  here  remark,  that  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn,  but  little  medi- 
cine was  used  in  the  case  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  the  life  of  Maj. 
G.,  witli  the  exception  of  brandy  and  water,  which  was  used  as  a  stimu- 
lant in  a  very  moderate  quantity,  so  far  as  I  know,  dally  during  tlie  above 
time. 

Autopsy. — Twenty  hours  after  death.  Were  present,  Drs.  Deane,  of 
Colerain  ;  Strong,  of  Heath  ;  Bates,  of  Charlemont  ;  Taylor,  of  Buck- 
land  ;  Tabor,  of  Shelburne  Falls  ;  Tobey,  of  West  Cununingion  ;  Knowl- 
ton,  of  Ashfield  ;  my  friend  and  pupil,  I.  Perry,  A.B.  ;  quite  a  number 
of  gentlemen  and  friends  from  this  and  the  adjoining  towns,  and  myself. 
(Scalpel  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Knowlton.)  Nothing  unusual  about  the 
external  appearance  of  the  subject.  Adipose  tissue  upon  the  thorax  and 
abdomen  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  thick.  Thorax  first  examined. 
Lungs  sound  ;  no  adhesions;  pericardium  natural,  containing  about  the 
usual  quantity  of  serum  ;  heart,  on  removal,  looks  quite  pale,  the  left 
ventricle  in  a  decided  state  of  hypertrophy,  much  softer  than  natural, 
and  very  easily  torn  or  detached  by  moderate  pressure  between  the 
thumb  and  finger ;  two  of  the  semilunar  valves  in  a  slate  of  ossification  ; 
right  auricle  natural  ;  right  ventricle  too  soft  ;  left  auricle  not  examined 
in  its  natural  situation,  being  cut  away  in  removing  the  heart ;  valves  of 
the  pulmonary  arteries  not  examined,  in  consequence  of  being  partially 
lacerated,  or  cut  away. 

Abdomen  next  examined.  Stomach,  liver,  spleen,  kidneys  and  intes- 
tines, healthy  ;  mesenteric  glands  not  enlarged  ;  pancreas  not  enlarged, 
not  unnatural  in  shape,  but  in  a  state  of  simple  induration,  well  described 
in  the  Library  of  Practical  Medicine,  vol.  3,  p.  194,  under  this  head. 
The  head,  from  various  circumstances,  as  the  feelings  of  relatives,  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  and  the  approach  of  the  funeral  services,  was  not 
examined — a  circumstance,  in  a  scientific  point  of  view,  most  deeply  to 
be  deplored. 

That  so  slight  disease  of  an  organ  so  obscure  in  its  functions  as  the 
pancreas,  could  under  any  circumstances  give  rise  to  so  formidable  an 
assemblage  of  symptoms  and  phenomena  as  were  witnessed  in  the  case 
of  Maj.  G.,  is,  in  tlie  light  of  science,  entirely  out  of  the  question.  On 
the  other  hand,  that  the  great  nervous  centre,  the  brain,  was  most  seri- 
ously affected  by  this  morbid  condition  of  the  circulatory  system,  or  some 
other  cause  in  the  case  before  us,  and  that  there  was  for  a  long  time  the 
most  violent  determination  of  blood  to  it,  and  that  this  determination  was 
the  immediate  cause  of  death,  must,  a  priori,  be  apparent  to  the  merest 
tyro  in  medicine.  How  much  the  last  diagnosis  in  the  case,  with  a  prog- 
nosis and  treatment  predicated  upon  it,  was  calculated  to  prolong  the  lile 
of  the   patient,  I   shall    leave   for  others   to   decide;    and   also  what  re- 
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nowned  auscultatois  we  in  Utile  Franklin  are,  if.  with  the  facilities  of  a 
country  practice,  we  can  detect  the  bniit  de  sonjjlct  in  an  open-air  car- 
ria<,'e  exaininaiion,  so  that  after  one  sohtary  examination  we  can  declare 
positively,  with  resiard  to  an  organ  the  diseases  of  which  are  so  very  ob- 
scure as  those  of  the  heart — a  declaration  at  which,  the  brightest  star  in 
the  pathological  constellation  of  the  world  might  hlu^h,  if  in  an  unguard- 
ed moment  it  should  chance  to  escape  from  his  lips. 

One  therapeutical  point,  to  which  I  would  call  the  attention  of  my 
bretliren  in  the  profession,  in  connection  with  the  case  of  Maj.  G.,  is  this 
— if  a  pancreas,  in  its  natural  position  and  in  an  unenlarged  state,  may 
so  readily  obstruct  the  flow  of  bile  t[)rough  the  ductus  cysticus,  shall  we 
not  be  able,  simply  by  studying  position,  to  induce  catharsis  or  constipa- 
tion in  our  patients  at  pleasure,  without  the  use  of  our  conmion,  and  to 
them  ordinarily  very  unpleasant  remedies  ?  N.  G.  Trow. 

Buckland,  March  6t/i,  1844. 


MEDICINES    ADMINISTERED    BY   THE   NOSE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Having,  for  several  years,  been  invariably  successful  in  adminis- 
tering medicines  through  the  nose,  when  the  powers  of  deglutition  were 
totally  lost,  as  well  as  when  medicines  have  been  rejected  either  through 
imbecility  or  obstinacy,  and  where  it  was  impossible  to  introduce  any  in 
consequence  of  the  tetanic  state  of  the  jaws,  without  having  recourse  to 
the  barbarous  practice  of  knocking  out  several  teeth,  I  deem  it  a  duty  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  make  the  procedure  known  to  the  profession,  as  I 
atn  not  aware  that  a  similar  method  has  hitherto  been  observed,  at  least 
in  the  human  subject.  I  have  adopted  the  same  plan  in  suspended  ani- 
mation, or  asphyxia,  with  astonishing  success — life  having  been  restored, 
even  when  its  last  spark  was  almost  extinguished,  and  death  seemed 
complete.     I  shall  very  briefly  state  a  few  cases. 

A  stout,  plethoric  girl  was  taken  with  convulsions,  shortly  after  a  full 
meal  at  supper.  The  family  physician  was  called  in,  but  the  convulsions 
were  so  violent,  and  the  jaws  so  firmly  locked,  that  he  could  not  intro- 
duce any  medicine  into  the  mouth.  Attempts  at  bleeding  were  made  ; 
frictions,  sinapisms,  sprinkling  of  cold  water,  he.  he,  were  used,  to  no 
pm-pose.  At  11,  P.  M.,  1  was  called  in.  Never  had  I  seen  a  more 
violent  case  of  hysterical  convulsions— the  friends  apprehended  speedy 
death.  Twenty  grains  of  pulv.  ijx^cac  with  1  gr.  potassio-tart.  ant.  were 
mixed  in  a  spoonful  of  water.  This  was  poured  into  the  nostrils,  and 
passed  down,  as  was  manifest  by  the  action  of  the  throat;  Immediately 
after,  5  ss.  spt.  amnion,  arom.,  undiluted,  was  sent  after  the  other ;  this 
prodticed  a  marked  uneasiness;  sneezing  fol'owed,but  soon  ceased.  The 
fits  returned,  and  the  aromatic  spirit  was  repeated,  at  least  ten  or  a  dozen 
times.  The  face  gradually  lost  its  livid  hue,  the  patient  became  more 
tranquil,  and  in  twenty  minutes  the  "jaw  fell,"  and  copious  vomiting  of 
tnuch  acid  and  undigested  food  followed.     The  next  morning  my  patient 
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was  up  and  about,  to  the  astonishment  of  all,  and  well,  save  a  tenderness 
in  tlie  nose  and  some  heat  in  the  fauces. 

l\ol  long  after  the  occurrence  of  the  preceding  case,  I  was  requested 
to  see  a  fine,  and  most  completely  "  spoiled  child,"  four  years  old.  Speedy 
vomiting  seemed  to  be  indicated  ;  10  grs.  pulv.  ip.  and  gr.  i.  of  tart.  ant. 
were  repeatedly  forced  into  the  mouth,  and  as  olten  spurted  out  in  the 
faces  of  the  assistants — holding  the  head  back,  and  ample  pinching  of 
the  nose,  notwithstanding.  Seeing  this,  a  similar  dose  was  prepared  in  a 
spoonful  of  water,  and  poured  into  the  nostril.  This  readily  passed  into 
the  stomach,  maugre  the  efforts  the  urchin  made  to  send  it  whence  it 
came.  The  medicine  had  the  desired  effect,  and,  I  take  it,  saved  the 
wayward  child.  After  this,  the  little  vixen  was  ready  enough  to  take 
medicines  in  the  right  way. 

Last  summer  I  was  called  in  haste  to  a  sailor,  who  had  fallen  into  the 
liver,  and  had  been  under  water  "upwards  of  ten  minutes,"  as  affirmed 
by  the  Captain  and  by-standers.  He  had  all  the  appearances  of  being 
cJead — the  face  bloated  and  livid,  the  mouth  filled  with  froth  and  mucus. 
Another  practitioner  had  preceded  me,  and  vi-as  industriously  occui)ied  in 
rubbing  the  body,  v^'hich  was  cold  and  exposed  to  the  air.  He  was  im- 
mediately wrapped  up  in  warm  blankets,  and  under  these  dry  mustard 
was  abundantly  rubbed  over  the  whole  surface,  while  [  was  busily  em- 
ployed with  the  spt.  ammon.  arom.,  first  pouring  5  ss.  down  the  nostril, 
then  dipping  a  fjuill,  saturated  with  the  aqua  ammonia,  and  which  was 
thrust  down  the  nose  as  far  as  could  be  reached.  This  caused  some  mo- 
tion— the  face  became  a  little  florid,  a  feeble  attempt  at  sneezing  was 
evident — then  an  attempt  to  cough,  but  in  a  moment  after,  all  was  again 
still  ;  but  by  persevering  in  this  course  for  fifteen  minutes,  the  man 
sneezed  forcibly.  From  this  instant  it  was  easy  to  produce  excitement. 
Thirty  grains  of  pulv.  ipecac,  mixed  with  water,  was  now  poured  down 
the  nose.  In  about  ten  minutes  vomiting  occurred  ;  much  mucus,  and 
the  remains  of  a  half-digested  diimer,  came  up.  In  one  hour  he  was 
partly  conscious  ;  he  was  then  bled  §  xvi.,  followed  by  suitable  aperi- 
ents, he.  he,  and  in  a  few  days,  to  use  his  own  language,  he  "  would 
be  quite  well,  if  it  was  not  for  the  infernal  burning  and  itching  of  the 
skin  [caused  by  the  mustard],  and  the  thump  on  the  head,"  for  he 
struck  it  on  a  plank  while  falling  into  the  water. 

A  few  months  since,  I  was  called  to  a  man  stated  to  be  dying,  from  the 
effects  of  an  extraordinary  portion  of  whiskey  he  had  just  taken.  He 
was  cold  and  clammy  ;  the  face  and  the  extremities  quite  blue  ;  mouth 
filled  with  froth  ;  breathing  nearly  suspended,  and  pulse  countless.  He 
had  all  the«appearances  of  one  in  articulo  mortis  with  Asiatic  cholera. 
Not  having  a  stomach  pump  at  hand,  and  not  having  time  to  wait  for 
one,  as  life  was  nearly  gone,  thirty  grains  of  pulv.  ipecac,  was  at  once 
mixed  up  and  poured  down  the  nose,  as  nothing  could  be  passed  through 
the  iTiouth  ;  and  the  slight  effort  to  swallow  led  me  to  think  it  was 
trickling  down  the  throat.  Immediately  after,  3  ss.  spt.  ammon.  aro.  was 
poured  into  the  other  nostril ;  this  caused  manifest  uneasiness,  but  nothing 
more.     Another  portion  was  administered,  which  produced  some  wine- 
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ing.  A  long  quill,  well  saturated  with  the  common  aqua  ammonia,  was 
repeateilly  thrust  in  through  the  nose.  An  effort  to  sneeze,  then  a  cough, 
and  then  a  good  hearty  sneeze,  assured  me  that  the  toper  was  not  en- 
tirely gone.  Nausea  soon  became  apparent,  vomiting  followed,  and  in 
two  hours  the  wretched  man  had  knowledge  enough  to  ask  where  he 
was,  and  the  next  day  was  sufficiently  well  to  take  the  temperance 
pledge. 

An  athletic  man,  raving  mad  with  delirium  tremens,  to  whom  it  was 
impossible  to  give  any  medicine  by  the  mouth,  was  in  two  hours  in  a 
state  of  tranquillity,  having  swallowed  through  the  nose  one  grain  ext. 
belladonna,  two  grains  of  pulv.  ipecac,  and  three  grains  pulv.  opii,  mixed 
with  water  in  a  spoon. 

I  am  by  no  means  an  advocate  for  the  constant  and  indiscriminate 
exhibitions  of  medicines  in  this  manner.  I  am  even  apprehensive,  that 
the  liquid  thus  introduced  might  occasionally  pass  into  the  trachea,  and 
produce  considerable  distress.  But  where  no  other  means  are  left,  1  am 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  plan  above  stated  should  be  employed,  and 
I  feel  satisfied  that  life  might  be  restored  in  many  cases  when  otherwise  it 
would  be  lost ;  at  the  same  time,  I  am  free  to  state,  that  in  no  instance 
could  I  detect  any  injury  resulting  from  the  practice. 

When  the  powers  of  deglutition  are  lost,  or  a  spasmodic  affection  of 
the  throat,  or  I'ather  of  the  fauces,  exists,  as  in  hydrophobia  especially,  I 
would  strenuously  recommend  the  above  practice.  And  in  asphyxia,  I 
am  satisfied  no  more  effectual  nor  more  prompt  means  could  be  used  to 
excite  respiration.  In  all  cases  where  persons  are  strangled,  as  it  were, 
from  inhaling  noxious  and  poisonous  gases — such  as  are  given  out  from 
putrefying  vegetable  and  animal  substances,  after  having  been  closely  pent 
up  and  suddenly  loosened,  bodies  recently  interred,  privies  long  closed  and 
then  uncovered — or  from  breathing  carbonic  acid  gas  in  brewers'  tubs  and 
in  deep  and  foul  wells,  or  in  close  rooms  where  charcoal  has  been  burned, 
I  would  suggest  that  the  aq.  atnmon.  be  applied  to  the  nostrils,  and  as  far 
down  the  throat  as  possible,  by  means  of  a  strong  and  long  feather.  A 
writing  quill  I  have  found  to  answer  admirably  well,  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  of  these  things,  I  pour  the  ammonia  from  the  phial  ;  and  if  there 
is  the  smallest  vitality  left,  it  will  be  called  into  action  by  thus  irritating 
the  extremely  sensible  Schneiderian  membrane,  which  will  at  once  call 
the  respiratory  organs  into  activity.  1  shall  not  dilate  on  the  above,  but 
leave  theory  and  speculation  to  such  as  have  more  time  and  talent.  1 
have  dealt  with  facts,  and  flatter  myself  on  having  made  known  a  treat- 
ment that  will  be  found  available  in  some  of  the  most  desperate  and  mel- 
ancholy cases  that  have  but  too  often  baffled  the  best  attempts  of  able 
and  humane  men  by  other  means.  Let  it  be  remarked,  however,  that 
while  these  powerful  measures  are  resorted  to,  other  and  obvious  adjuvants 
are  not  to  be  neglected.  Wolfred  Nelson. 

Montreal,  Canada,  Feb.  I2th,  1844. 
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DR.   MASON'S   REPLY   TO   AN    ANONYMOUS   CRITIQUE. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  perusing  your  Journal  of  tlie  21st  Feb.,  of  the  present  voluiDe,  1 
noticed  a  scrt66/i7J^  from  the  pen  of  another  of  your  unknown  correspon- 
dents, who  has  there  attempted,  in  a  manner,  the  meanness  of  which  is 
equalled  only  by  its  cowardice,  to  ply  his  syringe  from  behind  a  stump,  with 
the  intention  of  besmearing  some  of  your  correspondents  with  his  slime. 

I  was  in  doubt,  when  i  first  read  it,  whether  it  was  proper  to  notice 
it  ;  and  should  not,  were  it  not  that  he  made  an  attack  upon  the  'phrase- 
ology of  the  communications  he  alludes  to  ;  and  to  prove  that  he  had 
some  ground  for  attack,  has  pretended  to  quote  extracts  fi'om  at  least  one 
of  them.  For  instance — in  the  communication  on  Animal  Heat,  to 
which  he  refers,  the  following  sentence  is  used — "  Messrs.  Blake,  Davie 
and  Crawford,  have  all  showed  much  talent  in  writing  on  this  subject." 
He  has  quoted  it — "  Messrs.  Blake,  Davie  and  Crawford  have  allsliowed 
much  talent  in  writing  " — leaving  out  that  part  which  completes  the  sense. 
Again,  he  quotes — "  I  recollect  of  reading  an  anecdote  in  your  Journal 
(the  No.  1  do  not  recollect)  of  a  young  lad,  who  was  kepi  on  a  dimin- 
ished quantity  of  food  for  some  weeks,  the  consequence  of  which  was  a 
continued  sense  of  cold.  And  this  is  why  the  aged  person  never  wishes 
to  leave  his  fireside,  especially  to  be  exposed  to  the  chill  of  winter." 
This  gives  the  reader  to  understand  that  the  last  clause  of  the  quotation 
refers  to  the  first,  while  that  to  which  it  does  refer  is  left  out.  And  of 
such  is  the  whole  made  up,  together  with  the  "  beauties "  of  the 
"  Queen's  English  ;"  such  as  "  cogitations  "  for  dialogue,  "  casuist  " 
for  reasoner,  "  stand  out  in  bold  relief,"  "  propriety,"  "  rush  light,"  &:c. 
It  seems  he  has  commenced  a  series  of  communications  upon  your  cor- 
resjiondents  ;  his  first  directed  to  two  authors  (as  he  calls  them),  one  on 
Animal  Heat,  the  other  on  Bloodletting  ;  and  what  must  add  much  to 
the  interest  of  your  Journal,  and  the  fond  anticipations  of  your  many 
readers,  a  promise  is  held  out  that  at  some  future  time  they  shall  be  edi- 
fied, enlightened  and  instructed  by  more  of  his  learned,  argumentative 
and  rhetorical  comments,  on  some  of  the  others.  What  a  monster ! 
Why  does  he  destroy  the  peace  of  every  one  of  your  correspondents, 
with  the  dread  that  he  may  be  the  next  unlucky  victim  who  shall  be 
compelled  to  "run  the  gauntlet,"  with  this  writer  and  his  "cat  o'  nine- 
tails,"  executing  the  just  sentence  against  the  crime  of  originality,  at 
a  [)eriod  in  which  lives  such  a  "  scintillating  "  genius  as  "  X.  X.,"  of 
Worcester  !  Peace  to  the  two  who  have  already  received  their  stripes  ! 
But  woe  to  them  whose  backs  are  yet  unscarred  by  the  lash  of  this  vol- 
untary "  JLe  Rousseau  "  of  the  medical  corps. 

The  communication  alluded  to  was  undoubtedly  the  work  of  malice 
or  envy,  and  was  done  in  apparent  ignorance  of  the  etiquette  that  should 
always  be  observed  by  medical  men. 

May  I  ask,  Sir,  is  it  right  that  a  Journal  so  extensively  read  as  yours, 
should  be  the  medium  througii  which  such  writers  as  X.  X.,  without  a 
name,  may  vent  their  malice,  curiosity,  or  envy  ?     Do  not  your  corres- 
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pondents  expect,  that  if  their  communications  are  thouglit  worthy  of  in- 
sertion, thev  also  may  be  protected  from  the  billingsgate  of  such  indi- 
viduals ?  To  conclude,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  author  by  the  character 
of  his  writing,  we  should  say — "  Tarry  in  Jericho  till  thy  beard  is 
grown."  VVxM.  H.  H.  Mason. 

Moullonborough,  JS.  H.,  Feb.  21lh,  1844. 

N.   B. — I  shall   take  no  farther  notice  of  any  communication  that  may 
hereafter  appear  on  this  subject,  unless  the  writer  gives  his  name. 

W.  H.  H.  M. 


IMPROVEMENTS  IN   MEDICINE   AND  SURGERY. 

[The  late  excellent  address  of  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes,  of  this  city,  before 
the  Boylston  Medical  Society  of  Harvard  University,  has  been  alluded 
to  in  the  Journal,  and  we  improve  the  earliest  opportunity  to  copy  a  page 
or  two  from  it.  We  shall  endeavor  to  make  further  extracts  as  space 
will  allow.] 

There  are  many  improvements  in  several  most  important  departments 
of  medical  science,  to  which  it  is  only  necessary  to  allude. 

First  in  consequence,  is  the  ever-fjrovving  conviction  in  and  out  of  the 
profession,  of  the  comparative  insignificance  of  drugging  in  all  its  forms 
as  an  antagonist  to  disease.  That  the  body  is  a  changeable  compound  of 
particles,  which  must  be  properly  aired,  washed,  agitated,  rested,  protect- 
ed and  renewed,  in  order  that  their  changes  may  run  on  in  the  rhythm 
called  health  ;  and  that  no  drug  can  take  the  place  of  these  conditions 
any  more  than  it  can  give  music  to  a  piano-string  which  is  loose  or  broken, 
is  to  some  extent  understood.  A  vast  deal  of  annoyance  and  often  posi- 
tive injury  is  spared  to  the  patient,  while  the  physician  has  learned  sub- 
mission to  the  laws  of  nature,  and  grown  less  presumptuous  in  his  expec- 
tations and  promises. 

Concerning  various  practical  improvements  in  the  different  branches  of 
our  art,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  make  any  particular  remarks.  The  sim- 
plification of  prescriptions,  the  isolation  of  the  active  principles  of  many 
vegetable  products,  the  introduction  of  new  and  useful  remedies  into  prac- 
tice, are  matters  of  interest,  but  these  may  be  considered  as  a  part 
of  the  steady  growth  of  knowledge,  and  hardly  as  marking  an  epoch  of 
progress.  The  same  remark  may  be  applied  to  the  improvements  in 
mechanical  surgery.  Strictly  speaking,  this  art  may  be  susceptible  of 
continual  improvement,  in  the  same  way  as  watch-making  or  printing  ; 
but  that  each  of  these  pursuits  has  pretty  clearly  shown  all  its  essential 
capabilities,  will  be  geneially  conceded.  We  would  not  undervalue  the 
recent  achievements  of  ingenuity  in  the  invention  of  subcutaneous  o[)era- 
tions  and  the  revival  and  improvement  of  plastic  surgery.  But  that 
there  are  distinct  and  visible  limits  to  this  department,  is  so  clear  that  the 
wildest  optimist  can  hardly  look  forward  to  the  lime  when  such  operations 
as  the  "  total  extirpation  of  the  si)henoid,"  once  mentioned  in  a  London 
journal,  shall  be  j)erformed  with  im[)unity  upon  the  living  subject. 
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I  have  little  to  say  respecting  the  progress  of  another  branch  of 
the  profession,  in  which  the  more  extended  employment  of  auscultation 
and  the  discovery  of  kiestein  are  the  most  conspicuous  novelties.  I 
must,  however,  leave  my  path  a  moment  for  the  sake  of  calling  your 
most  serious  attention  to  a  fact  not  often  enough  insisted  upon — namely, 
the  contagiousness  of  puerperal  fever.  Having  developed  the  evidence 
on  this  point  at  some  length  in  a  journal  recently  published  in  this  place,* 
you  will  not  expect  a  repetition  of  it  here.  Allow  me  only  to  repeat  my 
conclusions  to  you. 

The  offices  of  an  attendant  upon  the  parturient  female,  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  consist  of  very  little  more  than  the  prevention  of  im- 
proper meddling,  and  the  promotion  of  his  patient's  comfort.  The  acci- 
dents involving  life  are  mere  exceptions  in  the  course  of  a  natural  pro- 
cess, and  when  they  occur  his  power  over  them  is  generally  lin)ited,  and 
often  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing.  1  believe  that  all  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  look  over  the  fifteen  thousand  cases  of  Dr.  Collins,  or  any  other 
extensive  tables  giving  the  result  of  a  large  experience,  will  not  think  this 
an  unfair  statement. 

But  from  the  facts  I  have  exposed  elsewhere,  it  appears  that  the  medi- 
cal attendant  iias  a  power  of  doing  mischief  which  has  sometimes  proved 
■enormous.  He  may  carry  a  pestilence  about  with  him  from  house  to 
house,  that  shall  kill  more  women  in  a  month  than  he  is  like  to  save  in  his 
whole  life  :  there  is  too  great  reason  to  fear  that  he  has  done  so  often. 
Look  over  the  tremendous  series  of  cases  proving  what  I  say,  and  then 
if  a  question  should  ever  arise  between  your  private  advantage  and  a 
score  or  two  of  innocent  lives,  remember  that  you  have  been  warned 
against  adding  your  names  to  the  list  of  those  who,  with  a  smile  upon 
their  faces,  have  carried  death  from  bedside  to  bedside,  sometimes  igno- 
rantly  and  innocently,  and  sometimes  negligently,  if  not  criminally  ;  but 
compared  to  whom  TofFana  was  a  public  benefactress,  and  the  Marchion- 
ess of  Brinvilliers  a  nursins  mother ! 
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Mineral  Paste  for  filling  Teeth. — In  the  March  No.  of  that  well-con- 
ducted periodical,  the  Americal  Journal  and  Library  of  Dental  Science, 
there  is  an  important  paper  by  A.  Westcott,  M.D..  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
which  is  worthv  of  an  extensive  circulation.  The  objpct  of  the  Report, 
which  was  orif^inally  made  to  the  Onondaga  County  Medical  Society,  is 
to  show  the  injurious  effects  by  fiUincr  teeth  with  amalcrams.  No  one 
who  has  paid  the  least  regard  to  this  modern  scheme  of  unprincipled  ope- 
rators, can  be  ignorant  of  the  allej^ed  injuries  produced  by  it  on  patients. 

*  New  England  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  for  April,  1843. 
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Two  roving  English  dentists,  the  Crawthurs,  made  sad  havock  in  New 
York,  a  few  years  since,  with  their  Succedaneum,  and  the  circumstance  is 
not  likely  to  be  very  soon  forgotten.  Here  in  Boston  there  has  been 
something  in  use  called  lithodeon,  that  is  regarded  as  a  similar  substance 
to  that  used  by  the  adventurers  who  have  promised  so  much  and  accom- 
plished little  or  nothing.  If  a  tooth  is  to  be  filled,  the  only  safe  way  is 
to  go  to  a  dentist  of  known  integrity,  and  submit  to  the  operation  he  may 
propose.  Gold,  and  gold  alone,  the  Boston  dentists  assure  us,  is  the  sub- 
stance that  should  be  used  in  filling  hollow  teeth.  No  salivation  fol- 
lows;  no  exfoliation  of  the  walls  of  the  jaw  takes  place,  or  inflammation 
of  the  soft  parts,  the  almost  invariable  effect  of  having  them  filled  with 
the  secret  compounds  of  quack  dentists — for  no  others  use  them. 


State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester. — We  copy  some  of  the  more 
interesting  items  from  Dr.  Woodward's  last  annual  report.  Additions  are 
about  being  made  to  the  buildings,  which,  when  completed,  will  enable 
the  Hospital  to  accommodate  400  patients. 

This  Hospital  has  now  been  opened  nearly  eleven  years.  It  has  receiv- 
ed 1777  patients,  discharged  1522,  of  whom  792  have  recovered  and 
136  have  died  ;  the  remainder,  594,  have  been  discharged  in  various 
conditions,  some  in  a  state  of  convalescence,  some  greatly  improved, 
others  less  improved,  and  many  harmless  and  incurable,  or  dangerous 
and  incurable,  who  were  sent  away  for  want  of  room.  255  patients  re- 
main, who  exhibit  all  the  different  forms  of  disease,  from  curable  insanity 
to  hopeless  idiocy. 

Patients  in  the  Hospital  in  the  course  of  the  year,  ending  Nov.  30,  1843, 
45S.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  238.  Admitted  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  220.  Remain  at  the  end  of  the  year,  255.  Of  the  patients 
now  in  the  Hospital,  cases  of  duration  less  than  one  year,  45;  cases  of 
longer  duration  than  one  year,  210. 

Patients  discharged  during  the  year,  203.  Recovered,  116  ;  improved, 
32  ;  incurable  and  harmless,  24  ;  incurable  and  dangerous,  9  ;  died,  22. 
Patients  discharged  whose  insanity  was  of  less  duration  than  one  year, 
95 ;  of  longer  duration  than  one  year,  108. 

Of  the  1777  cases  which  have  been  received  into  the  Hospital  since 
its  commencement,  Dr.  Woodward  arranges  the  causes  as  follows  : — 111 
health,  279;  intemperance,  239;  domestic  afflictions,  179;  religious, 
148;  masturbation,  133;  property,  90. 

The  number  of  cases  of  insanity  from  religious  causes  has  increased 
the  past  year  in  most  of  the  institutions  of  this  country.  In  this  Hospi- 
tal, 28  cases  of  220  are  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  this  cause,  15  of 
which  were  attributed  to  the  Miller  excitement,  and  much  larger  propor- 
tions are  ascribed  to  the  same  cause  in  some  of  the  New  England  insti- 
tutions. It  is  rare  that  a  popular  religious  error  has  produced  so  much 
excitement  in  the  community  and  rendered  so  many  insane.  This  is  not 
surprising,  as  the  subject  is  momentous,  the  time  fixed  for  the  final  con- 
summation of  all  things  so  near  at  hand,  and  the  truth  of  all  sustained 
by  unerring  mathematics. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  Hospital  was  opened  the  number  of  married 
persons  admitted  has  exceeded  the  number  of  the  single,  if  we  except 
widows  and  widowers  (103  to  92).     In  most  of  the  British  and  American 
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insiitutions  the  number  of  single  persons  admitted  exceed  the  married  by 
^  considerable  number.     Celibacy  unquestionably  favors  insanity. 

Restraints  were  never  common  in  this  country  as  in  Europe,  and  though 
not  wholly  abandoned,  are  rarely  used  to  any  great  extent.  I  have  been 
more  or  less  intimately  connected  with  institutions  of  this  character  for 
the  last  twenty  years  (says  Dr.  W.),  and  have  had  the  care  of  nearly 
eighteen  hundred  patients  within  the  last  eleven  years,  y^i  I  never  saw  a 
leg-lock,  a  tranquillizing  chair,  or  a  muffled  hand  garment ;  neither  have 
I  seen  a  strait  waistcoat  for  ten  years,  nor  any  other  instrument  of  severe 
restraint. 


University  of  New  York. — The  only  reason  why  no  mention  has  been, 
made  of  the  great  school  of  medicine  connected  with  the  University  of 
New  York,  was  because  no  data  were  accessible  on  which  to  speak  with 
authority.  Such  a  thing  as  a  catalogue  has  not  been  seen  in  these  parts, 
to  our  knowledge,  the  present  season.  However,  we  have  learned  that 
the  class  contained  327.  Subsequently,  the  papers  mention  that  the 
graduation  of  92  with  the  degree  of  M.D.,  passed  off  very  satisfactorily. 
All  accounts  agree  in  this,  that  the  course  the  past  winter  has  been  all 
that  could  have  been  desired  by  the  friends  of  medical  science.  And 
what  is  still  more  gratifying,  the  two  institutions  are  at  peace  with  each 
other,  and  consequently  have  the  good  wishes  and  cheering  influences  of 
the  great  public  at  large. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  candidates,  with  their  native  place 
of  residence  affixed  to  each,  and  arrantred  in  alphabetical  order: — Jas.  N, 
Alford,  S.  C.  ;  J.  F.  Arrowsmith,  N.  J. ;  Christopher  V.  Barnett,  N.  Y.  ; 
Edw.  Bayard,  Del.  ;  Wm.  H.  Beatty,  N.  C.  ;  Wm.  P.  Bell,  Pa.  ;  Elbert 
Bland,  S.  C.  ;  Jas.  H.  Bogardus,  N."Y.  ;  Chas.   Bonner,  Ala.  ;  Thos.  H. 

Brown,  N.  C.  ;    Thos.  E.    Burtsell,  N.  Y.  ;    Bruce;    Jas.   A.  Car- 

michael,  Va. ;    Jas.  D.  Caultield,  Va.  ;    Seth    P.  Chapin,  Conn.;  Elihu 

D.  Cherry,  S.  C.  ;  Edw.  L.   Chichester,  N.  Y.  ;  Francis   V.  Clark,  Pa.  ; 

A.  S.  Combs,  N.  J.  ;  Alex.  J.  Dallas,  N.  Y.  ;  Nathan  Deane,  Vt.  ;  J.  J. 
Delamater,  0.  ;  Milton  K.  Devane,  N.  C. ;  H.  P.  DiUenback,  N.  Y.  ;  S. 
Z.  Earle,  N.  B. ;  J.  Edwards,  Ind.  ;  C.  W.  Ensign,  Conn.  ;  R.  W.  Evans, 
U.  C.  ;  J.  W.  Fell,  N.  J. ;  A.  F.  Follin,  Ala.  ;  Jas.  B.  Gilbert,  N,  J. ; 
John  D.  Goneke,  Ga.  ;  Wm.  W.  Green,  N.  C.  ;  Geo.  C.  Gray,  Tenn.  ;  H. 
N.  Guernsey,  Vt. ;  Jas.  Hamer,  Pa.  ;  N.  Hanford,  N.  Y.  ;  J.  R.  Hawes, 
N.  C.  ;  Thos.  H.  Hawks,  N.  C.  ;  Sam'l  W.  Hazlet,  N.  Y.  ;  A.  S.  Heath, 
N.  Y.  ;  H.  Hubbard,  R.  I.  ;  E.  W.  Hunter,  Ga.  ;  Edw.  Jenkins,  Md. ;  W. 

B.  Klipstein,  Va.  ;  Jesse  Leapheart,  S.  C.  ;  N.  C.  Levings,  N.  Y.  ;  R. 
Manley,  N.  J.  ;  John  M.  Mars,  S.  C.  ;  R.  B.  McCay,  Pa.  ;  J.  W.  Meri- 
wether, Ala.  ;  Thos.  Milner,  Ga. ;  Jacob  Moore,  Conn.  ;  A.  C.  Morrogh 
N.  Y.  ;  Jno.  F.  Morse,  Pa.  ;  J.  R.  Mowbray,  N.  Y. ;  A.  F.  Newkirk 
N.  C.  ;  J.  W.  Osgood,  Mass.  ;  A.  Otterson,  N.  J.  ;  David  G.  Outlaw, 
Tenn. ;  S.  Allen  Paddock,  N.  Y.  ;  VV.  C.  Parker,  N.  Y. ;  John  E.  Peck 
Fa.  ;  W.  A.  Player,  S.  C.  ;  Henry  C.  Preston,  Conn. ;  G.  Prince,  N.  Y. 
Sam'l  S.  Purple,  N.  Y.  ;  Benj.  F.  Rawls,  S.  C.  ;  B.  Rives,  Va. ;  J.  G 
Rives.  N.  C.  ;  Ira  Russell,  Mnss.  ;  N.  B.  Scott,  Md.  ;  R.  B.  Scott,  Va. 
W.  R.   Sevier,  Tenn.  ;  C.  W.  Stoothoff,   L.  I. ;    W.  W.   Strew,  N.  Y. 

E.  Thayer,  Mass.  ;  B.  W.  Thompson,  N.  Y.  ;  Matt.  Thompson.  0. 
Edw.  Townes,  Va. ;  Jas.  D.  Trask,  Mass.  ;  A.  J.  Trippe,  Ga.  ;  R.  A 
Tucker,  S.  C.  ;    F.  TuthiU,  L.   I.  ;    J.  0.  Van  Hovenbergh,  111. ;    C.  D 
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Varlev  N  Y. ;  A.  C.  Walker,  0.  ;  J.  A.  Walker,  S.  C. ;  J.  H.  Webb, 
Ala.  ;  L.  B.  Wever,  S.  C. ;  H.  L.  Whipple,  Ala.  ;  F.  Woodruff,  Conn. ; 
b.  H.  Bruce,  Ala. 


College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.— Ai  tbe  Annual  Commencement 
of  this  Institution,  held  at  the  College  in  Crosby  street,  the  President 
conferred  in  form,  the  degree  of  M.D.  upon  the  following  list  of  candidates  : 
James  H.  Allen,  A.M.  ;  James  Altham  ;  John  Van  Dyk  Berier,  A.B.  ; 
Wm  Blackwood  ;  Robert  F.  Brewer  ;  David  T.  Brown  ;  John  H.  Brush; 
John  J  Crane,  A.M.  ;  Thos.  W.  Foster ;  Cha's  L.  Frost ;  John  S.  Gard- 
ner \  M  ;  Jeremiah  C.  Garland  ;  Charles  B.  Gill  ;  Philo  P.  Greenly; 
Alexander' Greig  ;.  John  C.  Hubbard;  Anthony  D.  Morford;  Francis  J. 
Morse;  Patrick  A.  McBarron ;  Samuel  J.  Osborn  ;  Alexander  Perry; 
Joel  r'  Ross;  Thomas  Ryerson,  A.M. ;  Der  M.  Senakerim,  A.M.  ;  John 
Snowden ;  De  Witt  Tappan  ;  Valentine  Vermilyea  ;  Cyrus  F.  Ward, 
A  M  •  Claudius  B.  Vv^ebster,  A.B.  ;  Ferdinand  L.  VVilsey;  Joseph  Win- 
terWtham  ;  John  Young.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  is  also  con- 
ferred upon  the  followmg  gentlemen,  absent  by  permission  :— Samuel 
Healy  ;  Samuel  S.  Migener. 


Richmond  Medical  College.— \r\  the  thriving  city  of  Richmond,  Vir- 
ffinia,  is  located  the  only  medical  school  in  the  State.  It  has  an  efficient 
faculty,  and  everything  else  that  appertains  to  a  good  institution.  At 
present,  the  edifice  in  which  the  lectures  are  given,  is  not  what  is  requir- 
ed. It  is  on  the  main  street,  and  any  unusual  commotion  of  teams  makes 
it  extremely  difficult  to  hear  the  speaker.  A  few  weeks  since,  it  was  our 
happiness  to  be  present  at  one  of  Dr.  Warner's  lectures— on  dislocations. 
It  was  admirable,  and  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  judging  personally  of  the 
tact  and  eminent  professional  qualifications  of  the  occupant  of  the  chair 
of  surgerv.  The  Legislature  should  cherish  their  only  medical  institu- 
tion, and  at  once  give  them  such  conveniences  for  teaching  as  are  due  to 
the  respectability  of  the  professors  and  the  dignity  of  their  labors.  At 
the  annual  commencement  recently  held,  the  degree  of  M.D.  was  confer- 
red on  twenty-four  young  gentlemen,  and  an  honorary  degree  ot  like 
character  on  Dr.  Naih'l  T.  Green,  of  Danville,  Virginia. 


Health  in  the  Ohio  Penitentiary.— Th^  condition  of  the  Prison,  as  re- 
lates to  health  and  disease,  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  Report  of  the  Physi- 
cian,  Dr.  Wm.  Trevit.  There  was  an  unusually  large  amount  of  sick- 
ness'in  the  institution  during  the  past  year,  in  consequence  of  the  preva- 
lance  of  epidemic  disease  among  the  prisoners.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to 
learn,  however,  say  the  directors,  that,  notwithstanding  the  increased 
arnount  of  sickness,  the  number  of  deaths  among  this  unfortunate,  but 
exx'xn^  class  of  our  fellow  mortals,  was  considerably  less  than  an  average 
of  thl  past  history  of  the  Prison.  There  were  SOO  cases,  and  nearly 
9000  days  lost  by  sickness  ;  while  the  number  of  deaths  by  disease,  was 
but  twelve— six  of  which  were  from  chronic  diseases  that  occurred  in  de- 
bilitated and  worn-out  constitutions,  a  part  of  whom  came  to  the  Prison 
with  fatal  maladies  preying  upon  them.  •        -n  u 

By  reference  to  our  report  of  last  year,  they  further  observe,  it  will  be 
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seen  that  the  average  per  cent,  of  deaths  in  the  Penitentiary,  since  the 
New  Prison  has  been  occupied,  up  to  that  time,  had  been  about  one  in 
thirty-two  ;  this  year  it  has  been  less  than  one  in  thirty-eight.  This  is 
attributable,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  careful  attention  in  the  hospital, 
and  the  skilful  and  persevering  exertion  of  the  Physician. 

We  consider  this,  in  regard  to  the  skill  and  fidelity  of  Dr.  Trevit,  as 
highly  complimentary.  The  institution  is  located  at  Columbus,  the  capi- 
tal town  of  the  State. 


Removal  of  Dropsical  Ovaria. — Dr.  D.  H.  Walne,  of  London,  whose 
three  successful  cases  of  removal  of  dropsical  ovaria  by  the  large  abdomi- 
nal section  have  been  alluded  to  in  this  Journal,  and  one  of  them  copied 
in  full,  has  recently  performed  his  fourth  operation  of  the  kind,  bat  which 
was  unfortunately  attended  with  a  fatal  result.  The  patient  was  an  un- 
married lady,  45  years  old,  had  been  tapped  several  times,  and  the  case 
was  altogether  a  complicated  one.  It  was  at  her  own  urgent  request 
that  the  operation  was  performed. 


Medical  Degrees  conferred  in  March. — The  Annual  Commencement  of 
the  University  of  Maryland  took  place  on  Thursday,  on  which  occasion 
diplomas  were  presented  to  thirty-eight  graduates  of  the  Medical  College. 
The  Valedictory  Address,  delivered  by  Professor  N.  R.  Smith,  was  very 
appropriate,  and  was  listened  to  by  a  large  concourse  of  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, with  much  interest  and  satisfaction. 

At  the  Commencement  of  the  Louisville  IMedical  Institute,  celebrated 
at  Louisville,  Ky..  on  the  1st  inst.,  47  students  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine. 

At  the  Annual  Commencement  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  held 
March  5th,  1844,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  by  the 
Hon.  Judge  Este,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  after  a  previous 
examination  by  the  Faculty,  on  36  gentlemen. 


Dr.  Fred.  Dorsey,  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  about  fifty  years'  practice, 
has  completely  left  Dr.  Dwight  in  the  rear.  He  has  presided  as  the  ac- 
coucheur of  more  than  eight  thousand  children,  and  in  a  number  of  in- 
stances has  presided  over  three  generations  of  persons. — The  scarlet  fever 
is  very  prevalent  and  f^ital  at  Newark,  N.  J. — Dr.  Wm.  P.  C.  Barton,  of 
the  Medical  Bureau,  we  are  happy  to  perceive,  is  innocent  of  certain  alleg- 
ed defalcations,  which  turn  out  to  be  mere  fabrications. 

To  Correspondents. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Allen,  Bartlett  and  Mc 
Farland,  are  on  file  for  publication. 

Married,— At  Fort  Jesnp,  Louisiana,  Jos.  K.  Barnes,  Assistant  Surgeon,  U. 
S.  Army,  to  Miss  Mary  T.  Fountleroy. 

Died,— At  Windsor,  Conn.,  on  the  15th  inst.,  Eliphalet  Buck,  M.D.,  aged  78, 
formerly  of  Granby. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  March  23,  28— Males  14;  Females,  14.  Stillborn,  3. 

Of  consumiitioii,  5 — infantile,  5— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— acald,  1— erysipelas,  1— scarlet  frver,  4 — 
hooping  cough,  1— burn,  2— iiillainmation  of  the  lungs,  1— sudden,  1— ctiild-bed,  1— croup,  1— maras- 
mus, 1— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— dropsy,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  16— between  5  and  20  years,  I  — between  20  and  60  years,  9— over  60  yeans,  2. 
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A  New  Life-preserver.— Ouv  friend,  Dr.  L.  H.  Mosby,  has  invented  a 
life-preserver  which  strikes  us  as  superior  to  anything  of  the  sort  ever 
yet  proposed.  It  consists  of  a  tin  box  rendered  air-tight,  which  is  to  be 
fitted  to  the  bottoms  of  the  chairs  on  steam-boats,  and  which,  without  be- 
ing in  the  way,  will  form  a  buoy,  always  at  hand,  upon  which  several 
persons  might  float  in  case  of  accident.  It  is  at  once  cheap,  simple  and 
efficient,  and  we  have  no  doubt  will  soon  be  found  in  use  on  all  our 
steam-boats.  Dr.  Mosby  has  taken  out  a  patent  for  iL— Western  Journal 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Mesmerism. — Mesmerism  seems  to  have  over-run  the  land.  The  mar- 
vellous feats,  of  which  we  heard  so  much  from  foreign  parts,  a  few  years 
since,  are  now  daily  performed  in  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  our  coun- 
try. "  Such  things  o'ercome  us  like  a  summer's  cloud,"  not,  however, 
without  exciting  the  "  special  wonder  "  of  the  people.  A  body  of  sci- 
entific gentlemen,  in  this  city,  performed  a  series  of  experiments,  a  few 
weeks  a^o,  intended  to  test  the  reality  of  the  mental  sympathy,  alleged 
to  exist  between  the  niesmerisee  and  the  persons  in  communication  with 
her.  The  report  of  these  experiments  will  be  published  in  our  next  num- 
ber. The  facts  which  it  sets  forth  make  a  curious  mass  of  evidence  on 
the  subject,  which  may  enable  those  who  are  still  in  doubt,  to  form  some 
judgment  touching  the  pretensions  of  this  "  science." — Ibid. 

Judicial  Advice  to  Medical  Practitioners.—''  In  the  course  of  a  case 
which  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  yesterday,  a  medical  witness  in  giving 
his  evidence  used  the  word  'tumefaction,'  upon  which  Mr.  Justice  Cole- 
ridge said,  '  I  suppose  by  tumefaction  you  mean  swelling.'  Witness — 
'  Yes,  my  lord.'  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge—'  Then  it  would  be  much  better 
to  use  plain  English,  than  to  speak  that  sort  of  mongrel  Latin.'  "  Such 
is  the  purport  of  a  paragraph  in  the  Times  of  Wednesday,  or  rather  such 
is  the  paragraph  itself.  Now  we  must  say,  that,  if  correctly  reported, 
Mr.  Justice  "Coleridge  was  most  absurdly  hypercritical;  we  deny  that 
"  tumefaction  "  is  mongrel  Latin,  or  even  a  pedantic  expression,  an  d  we 
think  it  rather  too  good  that  the  lawyer  should  think  of  correcting  the 
doctor  for  a  fault  which  the  world  at  large  regard  as  par  excellence  the 
foible  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe. — London  Medical  Gazette. 

Employment  of  Chloride  of  Zinc  in  Toothache.  By  Dr.  Stanelli.— 
According  to  Dr.  Stanelli,  the  chloride  of  zinc,  liquified  by  exposure  to 
the  air,  possesses  the  property  of  calming  dental  pains. 

His  mode  of  application  is  most  simple.  By  means  of  a  small  hair 
pencil,  a  small  quantity  of  it  is  applied  to  the  cavity  of  the  painful  tooth, 
and  in  the  space  of  a  few  minutes  it  appeases  the  most  acute  sufferings, 
without  causing  any  irritation. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  application,  it  is  indispensable  carefully  to 
surround  with  cotton  wadding,  and,  when  the  chloride  has  been  applied, 
to  well  fill  the  cavity  with  this"  same  cotton-  The  mouth  is  finally  wash- 
ed with  a  little  warm  water. 

The  author  afilrms  that  he  has  obtained  uniform  success  from  this 
means  in  more  than  fifty  cases,  and  that  he  has  never  observed  the  pro- 
gress  of  the  caries  rendered  more  active  by  it. — Annali  Universah  de 
Medicina  ;  and  Chemist. 
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ON     THE     REMOVAL     OF     SCIRRHOUS    TUMOR     OF     THE     FEMALE 

BREAST. 

[Concluded  from  page  153.] 

But  liere  another  question  arises.  Is  there  no  other  reason  for  peiforni- 
ing  the  operation  for  the  removal  of  a  scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast,  than 
the  hope  of  making  a  permanent  cure  ?  May  it  not  be  worth  while  to 
perform  it  sometimes  to  give  the  patient  a  respite — to  reheve  her  from 
present  suffering,  or  with  a  view  to  prolong  life  for  a  limited  period? 
Undoubtedly  it  is  ;  and  I  will  mention  to  you  some  cases  illustrative  of 
this  observation.  There  was  a  lady,  about  40  years  of  age,  who  had  a 
scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast,  and  there  was  a  cluster  of  diseased  glands 
in  the  axilla.  When  she  came  to  me  the  skin  over  the  tumor  appeared 
to  be  on  the  point  of  ulceration,  so  that  the  disease  was  going  on  to  great 
mischief.  I  said  to  her,  I  am  afraid  the  operation  will  not  make  a  per- 
manent cure,  and  I  cannot  recommend  it.  She  asked  whether  I  had 
anything  better  to  offer  ;  and  1  could  not  say  that  I  had.  She  went 
away,  but  in  two  or  three  weeks  came  again.  She  then  said  that  she 
had  consulted  two  or  three  other  surgeons  (whose  names  she  mentioned), 
and  found  that  they  were  all  of  the  same  opinion.  But  she  added,  '•  I 
now  come  to  beg  a  favor ;  and  that  is,  that  in  spite  of  these  opinions 
you  will  remove  the  breast."  I  asked  her  what  her  reasons  were,  and 
she  said,  "I  am  in  these  circumstances  :  I  have  a  daughter  18  years  of 
age,  an  only  child.  I  know  that  1  shall  not  survive  very  long  ;  but  it  is 
a  great  object  to  my  daughter  that  I  should  live  to  be  her  friend  and  ad- 
viser for  two  years  longer.  It  is  for  this  reason,  and  this  only,  that  1  wish 
to  take  the  chance  of  an  operation."  There  was  no  withstanding  such 
an  appeal  as  this,  and  I  removed  the  breast,  but  never  thought  of  touchin"- 
the  glands  in  the  axilla.  There  was  no  distinct  return  of  the  disease  in 
the  cicatrix,  and  the  glands  in  the  axilla  did  not  greatly  enlarge  ;  but  at 
the  end  of  two  years  she  was  seized  with  symptoms  of  disease  in  the 
chest;  there  was  an  effusion  of  Huid  into  the  pleura;,  and  she  died.  I 
may  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning,  that  this  is  the  most  common 
way  in  which  scirrlious  tumors  terminate  life.  Little  miliary  scirrhous 
tubercles  form  in  the  luni^s,  and  then  there  is  an  effusion  of  fluid  into  one 
or  both  of  the  pleura;.  There  was  a  lady  who  came  to  me  with  scirrhous 
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tumor  of  the  breast.  It  was  small,  and  so  also  was  the  breast,  and  I  should 
have  recommended  the  operation,  but  that  there  were  two  or  three  hard  and 
large  glands  in  tlie  axilla.  I  said  to  her,  you  iiave  not  much  suffering,  [ 
cannot  recommend  an  o)3eraiion  ;  let  it  alone.  A  year  after  she  came  to 
London  again.  The  tumor  had  now  ulcerated,  the  glands  had  much  increas- 
ed, the  ulcer  produced  excessive  suffering,  so  that  she  was  miserable.  I  did 
not  remove  the  tumor  with  the  knife,  but  1  applied  the  chloride  of  zinc,  and 
destroyed  it.  The  sore  healed.  Some  seven  or  eight  months  afterwards 
there  was  a  tubercle  formed  in  the  cicatrix,  which  ulcerated  like  the  for- 
mer one,  and  I  destroyed  it  in  the  same  manner.  She  was  enabled  to  go 
on  witli  great  comfort,  in  fact  suffering  very  little,  except  at  the  time  when 
the  chloride  of  zinc  was  applied.  At  last,  after  the  lapse  of  a  year  and 
a  half,  disease  was  established  in  the  lungs,  effusion  took  place  into  the 
pleural,  and  she  died  in  consequence  of  it.  Tliere  was  a  lady  who  had 
a  large  malignant  tumor  of  the  breast ;  it  was  not  exactly  scirrhus,  but  ap- 
proaching to  it  in  its  character  ;  and  I  did  not  think  that  an  operation 
would  lead  to  a  permanent  cure.  By-and-bye  she  came  to  me  again, 
and  now  the  tumor  was  very  much  enlarged.  The  skin  was  ulcerated, 
and  the  ulcer  was  horribly  painful,  so  that  her  life  was  truly  miserable. 
I  said,  I  aiB  afraid  you  will  not  get  a  permanent  cure  ;  but,  suffering  as 
you  are,  it  is  worth  while  to  have  the  breast  removed  in  order  to 
relieve  your  present  misery.  The  bre;ist  was  accordingly  removed  ;  it 
was  of  a  very  large  size  ;  there  was  a  very  broad  wound,  with  a  great 
deal  of  bleeding  ;  but  she  recovered,  and  continued  well  upwards  of 
three  years.  She  had  then  some  abdominal  disease,  and  a  tumor  was 
felt  in  the  belly,  which  I  conclude  was  of  the  same  character  as  the  one 
in  the  breast.  When  I  last  heard  of  her  she  was  supposed  to  be  dying, 
and  1  imagine  that  she  is  now  dead  ;  but  she  was  relieved  of  great  suffer- 
ing, and  lived  three  years  longer  than  she  would  have  lived  if  the  opera- 
tion had  not  been  performed. 

I  may  mention  another  case.  A  lady  came  to  town  with  a  large  tu- 
mor in  one  breast.  There  was  a  fungus  protruding,  and  in  the  centre  of 
the  fungus  there  was  an  opening,  ti)rough  which  a  probe  could  be  passed 
to  the  bottom  of  the  tumor.  There  was  also  an  enlarged  gland  in  the 
axilla.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  saw  the  patient  with  me,  and  as  she  was  suf- 
fering a  great  deal  from  the  ulcerated  tumor,  we  agreed  that  she  should 
have  the  breast  removed,  not  expecting  a  permanent  cure,  but  merely  a 
relief  from  her  present  distress.  The  breast  was  removed,  the  wound 
healed,  and  she  had  no  return  of  disease  in  the  breast  ;  but  a  year  after- 
wards her  physician  in  the  country  wrote  to  me,  saying  that  she  had 
sym|itonrs  of  some  malignant  disease  going  on  in  the  chest.  She  died  of 
effusion  into  the  pleuras.  There  was  another  lady  with  an  ulcerated 
scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast,  which  was  so  painful  as  to  make  her  life 
miserable.  I  told  her  that  1  could  not  promise  her  a  permanent  cure  ; 
but  as  she  was  suffering  miserably,  she  might  as  well  have  the  tumor  re- 
moved, nevertheless.  She  did  so,  and  she  lived  in  comfort  for  many 
months. 

There  may  be,  then,  cases  in  which  you  are  justified  in  performing  the 
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operation  for  the  removal  of  a  scirrlrous  tumor  of  the  breast,  not  in  the 
expectation  of  a  permanent  cure,  but  to  obtain  a  respite  for  the  patient 
and  relief  from  present  suffering.  But  here  you  must  use  some  discrimi- 
nation ;  for,  if  the  skin  be  actually  diseased,  I  cannot  advise  ymi  to  have 
recourse  to  an  operation  ;  the  disease  returning  in  the  cicatrix  so  soon, 
that  the  patient  will  get  not  even  a  respite  from  it. 

There  is  still  another  circumstance  to  be  taken  into  the  account  when 
you  come  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  an 
operation.  Is  there  any  danger  in  the  operation  itself  ?  It  is  commonly 
said  that  this  is  not  a  dangerous  operation  ;  but  I  can  appeal  to  the  ex- 
perience of  all  surgeons  v^'ho  liave  liad  much  to  do  with  it,  whether  they 
have  not  known  persons  die  from  k,  and  whether  it  be  always  free 
from  danger  ?  I  know  that  it  is  not.  I  have  myself  lost  patients  after 
the  operation,  and  every  surgeon  has  had  -tlie  satne  misfortune.  Here  1 
think  {hni  something  depends  upon  the  mode  in  which  you  perform  the 
operation,  and  manage  the  patient  before  and  afterwards  ;  while  a  great  deal 
depends  upon  circumstances  not  under  your  control.  First,  you  should 
take  care  that  there  is  as  little  h;emorrhage  as  possible  at  the  time  ol 
ihe  operation.  Never  believe  those  who  stand  by  at  any  operation,  and 
say,  "  the  patient  has  lost  no  more  blood  than  will  do  him  good."  Hae- 
morrhage during  any  operation  is  a  great  evil,  and  is  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  failure;  not  that  the  patient  dies  directly  of  hemorrhage,  but 
indirectly.  It  lays  the  foundation  of  erysipelatous  and  of  venous  inflam- 
mation, and  other  mischief,  some  time  afterwards.  Then  take  care  not  to 
keep  the  patient  very  low  before  the  operation.  What  used  to  be  term- 
ed preparing  for  an  operation  by  low  diet  is  always  wrong.  The  patient 
need  not  be  stuffed  and  crammed  before  an  operation,  and  she  should 
have  her  bowels  emptied  ;  but  as  to  repeated  purging  and  very  low  diet, 
that  is  not  right  either  before  an  operation  or  after  it.  An  operation  is  a 
shock  to  the  system,  making  a  great  demand  upon  the  vital  powers  ;  and 
if  you  take  away  whatever  stimulus  and  food  the  patient  is  accustomed 
to,  the  constitution  prol)ably  will  not  bear  it.  So  far,  I  say,  the  success 
of  the  operation  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  under  your  control ;  but  then 
there  are  circumstances  that  are  unfavorable,  but  which  you  cannot 
influence-  For  instance,  in  a  large,  fat  woman  with  an  enormous  breast, 
the  operation  is  frightful.  There  is  an  immense  wound,  anil  there  will 
probably  be  great  ha3morrhage  in  spite  of  all  your  care.  An  old  wo- 
man will  not  stand  the  operation  like  a  person  less  advanced  in  life.  You 
are  to  look  upon  an  operation,  especially  if  there  be  a  large  incision,  in 
an  elderly  person,  as  always  attended  with  a  certain  degree  of  danger; 
and  so  it  is  when  the  patient  is  of  a  delicate  and  fragile  constitution.  For 
example,  those  women  whom  you  meet  with  frequently  in  private  practice 
with  an  hysterical  nervous  system,  a  small  pulse,  and  cold  hands  and  feet, 
are  always  unfavorable  subjects  for  operations,  especially  for  those  that  are 
attended  with  even  a  moderate  loss  of  blood.  In  such  women  as  these 
you  are  to  avoid  an  ojieration  if  possible.  But  where  the  breast  is  small, 
where  the  patient  isotherwise  healthy,  and  not  much  advanced  in  life,  and 
wheie  you  do  not  starve  the  patient  either  before  the  operation  or  after  it. 
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and  are  also  careful  that  there  shall   be  as  little  loss  of  blood  as  possible, 
there  the  danger  of  the  operation  is  comparatively  trifling. 

1  have  spoken  of  the  operation  for  the  removal  of  scirrhous  tutT)ors  of 
the  breast  ;  but  the  breast  is  liable  to  other  malignant  diseases,  and  the 
observations  which  1  have  just  made  apply  to  these  cases  as  well  as  to 
the  others.  I  think,  [lowever,  that  where  the  malignant  disease  of  the 
breast  has  the  form  of  fungus  haemalodes,  the  chance  of  ultimate  success 
is  even  less  than  where  the  disease  has  the  form  of  scirrhus.  Fungus 
haematodes  is  a  worse  form  of  malignant  disease  than  scirrhus;  and  in 
most  of  the  cases  of  it  which  1  have  seen  in  the  breast,  where  the  tumor 
has  been  removed  by  operation,  the  patient  has  always  died  in  a  short 
time  afterwards  of  disease  of  the  lungs  and  effusion  into  the  pleurae.  But, 
after  all,  I  believe  that  these  are  essentially  the  same  disease,  whether 
assuming  the  form  of  scirrhus,  or  fungus  haeinatodes,  or  pancreatic  sarco- 
ma. Whatever  may  be  the  names  given  to  them  by  pathologists,  you 
may  be  assured  that  malignant  diseases  are  all  nearly  related  to  each 
other,  and  that  the  remarks  which  I  have  made  respecting  the  one  are 
applicable  to  the  rest. 

I  will  mention  some  cases  to  illustrate  this  last  observation,  which  I 
think  it  is  of  importance  in  practice  that  you  should  not  forget.  There 
was  a  woman  who  had  a  scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast  ;  there  was  that 
brawny  condition  of  the  skin  which  I  have  already  described,  as  indicat- 
ing a  very  bad  form  oftiie  disease.  The  whole  of  the  skin  was  convert- 
ed into  a  scirrhous  tumor,  so  that  the  tumor  of  the  breast  was  scarcely  to 
be  distinguished  under  it.  She  had  also  some  disease  of  the  liver,  and 
there  was  a  discharge  from  the  uterus.  She  died,  and  on  examining  the 
breast  there  was  a  scirrhous  tumor  well  marked  ;  but  in  the  liver  there 
was  a  tumor  having  well-marked  characters  of  fungus  hsmatodes  or  me- 
dullary disease;  and  in  the  uterus  there  was  an  excrescence  of  that  kind 
which  the  late  Dr.  John  Clarke  described  as  cauliflower  excrescence  of 
the  uterus,  and  which  he  regarded  as  an  incurable  malignant  disease  of 
that  organ.  So  that  these  three  diseases,  all  malignant,  and  to  which  dif- 
ferent names  have  been  given  by  pathologists,  were  all  associated  in  the 
same  individual.  The  preparations  showing  them  are  in  the  museum. 
Here  the  different  diseases  all  co-existed,  but  1  have  seen  them  occur  in 
succession,  and  I  will  mention  a  case  in  point.  When  I  was  a  young 
man,  I  went  with  Sir  Everard  Home  to  perform  a  private  operation.  It 
was  in  the  case  of  a  lady  from  the  country,  who  had  a  tumor  apparently 
ill  the  abdominal  muscles.  Sir  Everard  removed  the  tumor,  and  when 
we  came  home  and  examined  it  we  found  that  a  portion  of  peritoneum 
adhered  to  it,  and  that  it  was  a  plain  case  of  scirrhous  tumor.  The 
wound  healed  very  well,  and  the  lady  went  out  of  town.  In  the  course 
of  a  little  time,  however,  she  again  came  to  London,  with  another  tumor 
formed  in  the  cicatrix.  She  again  put  herself  under  Sir  Everard  Home. 
The  tumor  was  larger  than  the  one  he  originally  removed,  but  he  remov- 
ed it  as  he  did  the  former  one.  It  had  no  longer  the  characteristic  struc- 
ture of  scirrhus,  and  I  can  only  describe  it  by  saying  that  it  was  like 
the  fibrine  of  the   blood,  without  color ;  laminated  ;  something   like  the 
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bufFy  surface  of  a  coaguhun  of  blood  drawn  duiint^  inflarntnation  and 
very  slightly  organized.  The  wound  healed,  but  by-and-bye  a  third  tu- 
mor formed  in  the  cicatrix,  and  she  again  came  to  London.  It  seemed 
not  worth  while  to  remove  the  tumor  a  third  time.  It  increased  in  siz<^ 
and  occupied  a  great  part  of  the  belly,  Slie  died,  and  it  fell  to  my  lot 
to  examine  the  body.  The  tumor  was  entirely  different  in  appeanmce 
from  either  of  those  that  had  been  removed.  It  was  a  regular  brain-like 
or  medullary  mass,  or  a  tumor  of  fungus  haematodes.  Hence,  in  the  one 
case  three  different  kinds  of  malignant  disease  existed  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  other  they  showed  themselves  in 
succession.  You  may  sometimes  remove  a  tumor  from  the  breast,  in  one 
part  of  which  you  have  one  structure,  and  in  another  a  different  structure. 
There  is  a  circumstance  which  I  ought  to  have  mentiond  in  an  earlier 
part  of  the  lecture,  but  which  I  accidentally  omitted,  and  which  ouoht 
always  to  be  taken  into  account  whenever  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  operation,  his  very  true  that  a  scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast 
will  generally  terminate  the  patient's  life,  if  left  to  itself,  in  three  or  four 
years,  but  very  often  it  lasts  much  longer.  I  remember  a  lady  of  fashion  who 
had  a  scirrhous  disease  of  the  breast  ;  who  lived  in  the  world,  and  nobodv 
knew  anything  about  it  for  several  years,  1  believe  ten  or  fifteen.  I  re- 
member another  lady  who  had  a  scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast  twenty-five 
years,  and  she  died  at  last,  not  from  the  disease  of  tlie  breast,  but  from 
effusion  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest.  If  you  are  doubting  about  the  ex- 
pediency of  an  operation,  and  the  disease  be  in  an  indolent  state,  the 
recollection  of  such  cases  as  these,  where  the  patient  has  lived  with  a 
scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast  unaltered  for  many  years,  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  incline  you  to  reject  it.  The  chance  of  a  patient  livint^  long 
with  such  a  disease  is  not  sufficient  to  make  you  throw  away  the  chance 
of  an  operation,  where  it  is  likely  to  be  attended  with  advantage,  but  is 
sufficient  to  make  you  decline  the  operation  where  other  circumstances 
would  lead  you  to  doubt  its  propriety.— ivonr/o^  Medical  Gazette. 
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History,  continued.— \Nh\\e  the  epidemic  erysipelatous  fever  was  most 
rife  in  Middlebury  (1812),  it  was  prevailing  extensively  at  Moriah,  N.  Y., 
a  town  about  twenty  miles  from  Middlebury,  and  adjoining  Crown  Point 
where  it  prevailed  the  winter  previous.  It  was  estimated  that  nearly  a 
thousand  cases  occurred  in  this  town,  and  proved  as  mortal  as  it  had  done 
the  year  before  at  Crown  Point.  At  this  time,  it  prevailed  at  Bristol, 
Addison  and  Salisbury,  each  about  ten  miles  from  Middlebury.  Most  of 
the  other  towns  in  the  vicinity,  with  the  exception  of  New  Haven,  where 
some  cases  happened,  were  mostly  free  from  the  complaint. 

Towards   the  close  of  the  winter  the  disease  became  more  generally 
prevalent.     Shoreham,  Brandon  and  Vergennes  suffered  extremely  froin 
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.he  epidemic  invasion.     A,  .his  period,  it  extended  ''^  ""S" 'I'^f^ 

when  It  hns  once   expended  itselj  in  a  place,  viuu^  s 

will  not  recur  a^ain  in  the  same  place  for  a  sen.es  of  years.      i  >-  has 

been  strictly  tme  in  this  section  of  ^'^^y' ''^^^^^S  JTnd  43  i^  w^^ 
niaces  were  or  however  closely  situated.  Wlien  in  1842  and  4-3  it  was 
a  mo"  nvVsly  prevalent  at  Cornwall  and  at  Bnd port,  not  a  case  of 
:^  Zr  toVave  existed  at  Middlel.ury  where  ,t  -  -tens.v.ly  pr  - 
vailed  tl>e  previous  winter.  The  same  holds  true  m  «  ^^nS  h  is 't.roba 
as  1  have  been  able  to  ascertain.  Exceptions  may  .^'^f '  «"^/ '^J^' 
bL  instances  of  this  nature  n.ay  be  found,  but,  .t  .s  behaved,  not  suffi- 
ciently  nu.nermis  to  invalidate  the  general  position.  history  of 

Another  important  fact  deserving  specia     ^^^^^ .'"  Z'^"/;!  "j^^ 
this  epidemic,  is  that  those  individuals  who  have  had  it  at  one  ep^demc 
period   are  e.enrpt  from  its   influence   at   ^s  -^^^^^^     ^dZ 
families  who  weri  afflicted  with  it  m  M.ddlebury  m    f^^  and  2^  ^l^l 
touch  of  it  on  its  second  and  recent  occurrence.     I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  an  individual  who  was  confined  with  the  ^-uine  afl^cuon  .n  1826 
who  experienced  anv  essential   evil   from  its  influence  in  1842.     Ut  tiis 
Ta  ter  c         in  one  neighborhood,  a  considerable  number  were  constancy 
gedh^'Ittendance^nthe  sick,  and   no  i-nvemence   ensue        A^^ 
it  vva's  at  the  former  period,  so  it  remanded  at  the  ^f  ^^  jj"  f  j^^^^" 
characteristics.     Generallv,  when  it  occurred  in  a  famdy  all  the  me'^hers 
v^ould  become  affected.    Tn  its  incipient  febrile  pl-nomer^a,  Us  dui-auon 
and   in  its  local  manifestations,  it  had  at  each  tune  an  idnt.^^^^^     ^or   m 
deed   has  its  essential  specific  characters  varied  much  thiough  the  wioie 
ent  o?  theTst  regio'n  of  country  in  whicl.  it  has  P^^^^J^^^^ 
three  or  four  years.     So  far  as  it  has  (alien  under  my  f  JJ^^^^^^^^^i'l'^f  „ 
ence  has  consisted  more  in  the  degree  of  v.o  ence  of  the  p y  ex  a  t h  n  m 
any  specific   difierence   or  variety   of  character.     Unde.   all  t^^^^^^^^^^ 
circumstances  of  time  and  place,  the  situation  of  ^^«   '°^;\^^|f;^;'°^.J,"d^ 
great  measure  governs  the  danger:  it  being  understood,  as  it  has  alieaay 
E  p^:mised,^hat  inebriates  and    puerperal  -^-;^  ^;;;^^lJ::,;^Z 
from  any  similarity  existing   in  these   instances,  but   horn  cncumstances 

'Ts::ent!;::d^lr!;:;^iity  have  been  about  the  same  at  each  of  its  visi- 
tat'nsi:  tliilviity.  In\826  the  apparent  "-tahty  ..s  g..ate.M  .^ 
in  1842  This  arises  from  the  fact  that  there  were  more  pue.peralcaes 
At  theToriner  i.eriod  there  were  an  unco.nmon  number  of  females  encemt 
Attlicioime.  p^  attended  thirty-three  accouchments  ;  and  of 

U>:sV  ;S;:iw  ,  ;uf  ;n''::;:ck  of  .ue,,,e,.»/fever.  .nd  of  .he  eigh,  «.en 
is  Du,in»  .his  .ime  .he  wri.er  was  sick  w,.h  ihe  -^'TS'Pel^.ous  epi- 
demic fm  or  five  weel<s,  and  al.ended  only  ten  '«=<^°»^'"»'"'»;,''"''.  ,f 
these"?  ec  had  .he  co.nplain.  in  .he  puerperal  form,  and  each  <hed. 
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Tliere  were  about  twenty  other  instances  of  parturition,  and  six  or  seven 
cases  of  an  attack  of  the  epidemic  puerperal  fever,  and  of  these  all  died 
hut  one.  At  this  time  there  were  not  less  than  sixty  instances  of  parturi- 
tion in  town,  and  seventeen  or  eiuhteen  cases  ol  puerperal  fever,  of  winch 
all  proved  mortal  but  two.  In  1842  there  were  five  instances  of  puerpe- 
ral, all  of  which  proved  fatal,  and  not  less  than  twenty  cases  of  parturi- 
tion. Hence,  at  each  time  of  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  erysipelas, 
one  fourth  of  the  obstetric  cases  had  the  child-bed  fever. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  same  physicians  who  attended  these  fatal 
cases,  attended  also  those  luherc  no  puerperal  fever  ensued;  and  ihat 
they  were  at  the  lime  in  constant  attendance  on  the  ordinary  cases  of  the 
epidemic  erysipelas.  At  the  tin)e  the  late  epidemic  was  most  prevalent, 
1842,  the  writer  had  six  cases  of  parturition,  visited  as  counsel  four  of 
the  other  puerperal  cases,  and  was  constantly  attending  erysipelatous  pa- 
tients, and  none  of  his  obstetric  cases  had  the  fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Another  imjiortant  and  interesting  fact  in  the  his- 
tory of  epidemic  erysipelas,  is  that  it  is  most  generally  accompanied  with 
epidemic  puerperal  fever.  That  "  they  are  concomitant  epidemics,"  says 
Dr.  Gordon,  "  I  have  unquestionable  proofs."  "  For  these  two  epi- 
demics began  at  Aberdeen  at  the  same  time,  and  afterwards  kept  jrace 
together ;  they  both  arrived  at  their  acme  together,  and  they  both  ceased 
at  the  same  time." — (See  Gordon's  Treatise  on  this  disease  at  Aber- 
deen.) The  puerperal  e|)idemlc  which  occiu'red  at  London  in  the  years 
1787  and  88  was  accompanied,  says  Dr.  Clark,  principally  with  an  ery- 
sipelatous kind  of  fever.  Dr.  Hey,  in  his  treatise  on  puerperal  fever,  in- 
forms us  that  at  the  time  it  prevailed  at  Leeds,  there  was  no  other  pre- 
valent disease,  "  except  erysipelatous  inflammations,  which  prevailed  dur- 
ing the  ivhole  period  of  the  puerperal  J  ever,  and  in  many  cases  were  of 
a  very  malignant  kind  ;  insomuch  "  that  he  did  "  not  recollect  ever  to 
have  seen  worse  cases  of  erysipelas  than  at  that  time."  Dr.  Robert 
Lee.  in  his  treatise  on  puerperal  peritonitis,  tells  us  that  "  in  the  autumn  of 
1629,  a  short  lime  before  the  puerperal  epidemic  broke  out  in  the  British 
Lying-in  Hospital,  t'AO  children  died  of  erysipelas  ;  and  that  a  few  days 
before  its  re-appearance  in  1830  another  infant  died  with  erysipelas. 
The  hospital  was  closed  for  several  months."  The  recent  visitation  of 
the  epidemic  erysipelas  both  in  Canada  and  in  several  of  the  northern 
States  in  the  winter  for  several  past  years,  has  pretty  uniformly  been  at- 
tended wit!)  more  or  less  cases  of  puerperal  fever.  As  remarked  by  Dr. 
Gordon,  they  seem  to  be  ^^concomitant.'''  Indeed,  it  appears  that  they 
have  been  generally  thus  regarded  by  medical  writers  and  most  practi- 
tioners. Such  are  the  views  entertained  by  Clark,  Hey,  Lee,  Gordon 
and  others. 

The  position,  in  my  apprehension,  is  unfounded.  It  is  not  sustained 
by  either  analogical  deductions,  practical  observations  or  post-mortem 
examinations.  Dr.  Gordon  says  he  "has  unquestionable  proofs"  that 
"they  are  concomitant  epidemics,"  &.c.  A  well-known  law  of  epidem- 
ics is  an  assmiied  sovereignly;  the  power  or  capacity  to  convert  all 
the  ordinary  diseases  into   their  own  specific   character.     Such  was   the 
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fnct  in  relation  to  the  pla«;ue  in  the  time  of  Sydenham,  such  the  charac- 
ter of  the  yellow  fever  as^-eported  by  Rush,  and  such  was  notoriously  the 
case  in  the  late  singular  peregrinations  of  the  epidemic  cholera.  And, 
it  is  believed,  such  has  been  the  controlling  influence  of  all  precedmg 
epidemics.  The  idea,  therefore,  of  ''■  concomitant  epidemics  "  is  at  best 
extremely  paradoxical,  if  not  an  absurdity.  It  is  what  mathematicians 
call  the  occupancy  of  the  same  space  at  the  same  time  by  two  bodies, 
which  they  regard  physically  impossible. 

Celsus  advised  women  to  be  treated  after  delivery  as  though  they  had 
received  some  loonnd  in  an  important  organ  or  imrt  of  the  body  ;  and 
Willis  says,  "women  in  child-bed  ought  to  be  managed  not  only  as  per- 
sons sorely  'wounded,  but  as  having  gotten  a  feverish  disposition."    These 
averments  probably  have  foundation   in   matter  of  fact.     The  process   of 
parturition  leaves  the  interior  surface  of  the  uterus  partially,  at  least,  de- 
nuded.    It  is  a  species  of  wound.     And  experience  has  too  well  shown, 
that    wherever   erysipelatous    fever    has    prevaileil,    epidemically,    most 
wounds  or  organic   lesions   have  been    the  occasion  of  an  attack  of  the 
prevalent  disease.     Puerperal  lesions  constitute  no  exception  to  the  gene- 
ral results.     Indeed,  that  this  is  the  fact,  appears  demonstrated  from  some 
cases  incidentally  related  by  Dr.  G.  himself.     In  his  sixth  reported  case, 
"  on  the  fifth  dai/  "  there  was    "  a  complete  termination  of  the  lever. 
The  crisis  was  by  a  diarrhoea,  accompanied  with  an  erysipelas  of  one  of 
the  arms.''     In  another  case  mentioned  by  him,  the  wife  of  Wm.  Walker, 
a  crisis  was  formed  by  the  appearance  "  of  an  erysipelas  on  the  integu- 
ments of  the  abdomen."     Dr.  Gordon  ren.arks  (page  49),  "a  very  fre- 
quent crisis  of  the  disease  is  by  an  external  erysipelas  ;  which  is  a  proof 
that  there  is  a  metastasis,  or  translation,  of  the  inflammation   from  the  in- 
ternal to  the   external  parts."     This  fact   appears   clearly   to  admit   the 
identity  of  these  afl'ections,  or  the  erysipelatous  character  of  the  puerpe- 
ral fever  of  Aberdeen,  else  a  change  of  character  must  have  taken  place 
in  the  metastasis. 

(To  be  continued.] 


THIMBLE   IN  THE   UTERUS. 

[Communicated  tor  the  Boston   Medical  and  Sur-ical  Journal.] 

NOVF..MBER  2nd,  1836,  I  was  called  to  Mrs.  F.,  married  woman,  aged  30, 
of  a  plethoric  habit,  who  was  suffering  with  severe  pain  in  the  back  and 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  accompanied  with  vascular  and  nervous  ex- 
citement. Since  the  birth  of  her  only  child,  who  was  three  years  old, 
she  has  had  almost  constant  pain  in  the  back.  She  has  menstruated  regu-. 
larly  but  with  difficulty,  having  about  every  three  months  so  much  dis- 
tress'as  to  require  medical  attendance.  She  passed  the  last  period  with- 
out menstruating,  and  it  was  then  near  her  lime.  Venesection  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  rioor,  and  afforded  no  relief  from  pain.  In  order  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  this  evidently  uterine  pain,  I  made  an  examination  per  vagi- 
nam.     The  os  tincae   was  sufficiently  dilated   to  admit   the  point  ol  the 
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finger,  which  came  in  contact  with  a  hard  foreii^n  substance.  Upon  ex- 
traction, with  pocket-case  forceps,  it  proved  to  be  a  steel  thitnble  without 
a  top.  An  injection  into  the  vagina,  of  a  strong  solution  of  ext.  hyos- 
cyanuis,  and  the  adn)inistration  of  a  cathartic,  completed  the  treatment. 
She  was  eniirely  relieved  of  her  old  complaint,  and  in  ten  n^onths  and 
two  days  (Sept.  4th,  1837)  was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 

Upon  inquiring  how  the  thimble  came  there,  she  stated  that  when  her 
child  was  born  she  had  a  midwife  with  her,  and  remembered  her  inquir- 
ing for  her  thimble,  when  about  to  leave,  and  it  was  not  to  be  found.  Il 
was  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  her  suffering  for  three  years,  and  mu-t 
have  been  introrluced  before  the  uterus  had  resumed  its  natural  dimen- 
sions. From  the  fact  that  conception  took  place  so  soon  after  the  re- 
moval of  the  thimble,  we  may  infer  that  it  prevented  fruitfulness,  either 
by  preventing  the  ingress  of  the  sen)en  or  by  allowing  the  escape  of  the 
impregnated  ovum.  The  position  of  the  t!)imble  was  with  its  side  pre- 
senting, and  its  roughness  enabled  me  to  turn  it  so  as  to  pass  one  blade 
of  the  forceps  inside.  To  show  the  importance  of  making  examination, 
I  will  state  that  she  had  been  attended,  at  different  times  durin-''  the  three 
years,  by  ten  physicians,  none  of  whom  examined  her  per  vaginam,  and 
either  one  of  whom  might  have  given  her  permanent  relief  had  he  known 
the  cause  of  her  suffering.  E.   Bartlett,  Jr. 

South  Berwick,  Me.,  March  ISih,  1844. 


RESULT   OF  AN   OPERATIO.\'    FOR  THE   CURE  OF  SPERM ATORRllCEA. 

IComiiiuiiicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  the  1st  No.  of  Vol.  XXIX.  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  are  the  details  of  an  operation  performed  by  Dr.  Josiah  Crosby 
(formerly  of  this  place,  but  now  of  Manchester,  N.H.),  upon  a  young 
gentleman  for  the  cure  of  seminal  weakness.  The  operation  being  no 
less  than  the  entire  removal  of  the  testicles,  was  novel  in  its  nature,  and 
undoubtedly  unwarrantable  as  a  general  method  of  procedure  in  such 
cases.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  results  in  this  case  have  been  highly 
gratifying,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  great  change  which  has  been 
wrought  in  the  condition  of  the  patient  by  the  operation.  From  being  an 
utter  outcast  from  society,  almost  completely  demented,  and  destined  ap- 
parently to  the  life  of  a  miserable  recluse,  his  very  existence  absolutely 
unknown  to  the  nearest  neighbors  of  the  family,  a  complete  metamor- 
phosis has  been  effected  both  physically  and  mentally.  Instead  of  being 
little  better  than  a  drivelling  idiot,  as  at  the  time  of  the  operation,  with 
just  reason  enough  to  implore  anything  which  afforded  him  a  chance  of 
relief,  he  is  now  actively  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  with  mental 
vigor  as  well  as  physical  capacity  much  above  mediocrity.  The  first  ray 
of  hght  which  follows  the  removal  of  a  congenital  blindness,  would 
elicit  no  livelier  expressions  of  gratitude  than  the  results  of  this  opera- 
tion   do   now  call   forth    from  the  imfortunate  subject  of  it.     This,  too, 
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iKis  been    wltli  a   full  acqiiainfance  with  otlier  measures  which   may  be 
used  before  resoitinir  lo  an  operation  so  revoltrng  as  castration. 

From  motives  not  the  best,  this  supposed  sin  of  commission  on  the  part 
of  the  operator  has  been  expluined  to  the  subject  ol  the  operation  ;  but 
so  far  from  calling  forth  any  feeling  of  regret,  it,  only  confirmed  him  in 
declarincr  bis  conviction  that  nothina  else  than  removing  all  possibihty  ol 
a  relapse,  would  have  rescued  him  from  the  terrible  consequences  ol  such 
(to  him)  hopeless  abandonment. 

Reasonin^r  de  jure,  such  a  step  as  castrating  lor  the  cure  of  sperma- 
torrhoea seems  not  only  an  unprofessional  method  of  overcoming  an  evil 
curable  by  milder  means,  but  also  of  unpardonable  cruelty,  provided  the 
subiect  of  the  operation  be  not  fully  apprised  of  the  other  means  vvhich 
the  healin-r  art  possesses  for  his  relief;  but  that  cases  do  exist  (/e >c<o, 
where  not'only  is  health  destroyed,  but  every  vestige  of  moral  lortitude 
and  self-denial  is  completely  annihilated,  no  one  will  deny.  Cauteriza- 
tion is  undoubtedlv  ^/<e  remedy  ;  but  in  the  case  belore  us,  the  patient 
labored  under  so  ^^trong  an  impulse,  amounting  even  to  insanity  at  times, 
that  though  the  discharge  might  be  temporarily  arrested,  the  detestable 
practice  which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  evil  would  certainly  continue, 
despite  the  best  regulated  treatment.  -     ,        ,  ,  u 

Dr  Crosby's  professional  reputation  needs  no  delender;  but  a  thorougti 
acquaintance  with  the  result  of  this  operation,  which,  if  it  has  add- 
ed  nothin-  to  the  resources  of  our  noble  art,  has  at  least  restored  to  him- 
self and  to  society  one  of  our  species,  induces  me  to  give  this  account 
of  the  present  condition  of  the  patient,  who,  although  deprived  ol  cer- 
tain not  absolute  "  essentials,"  is  raised  to  something  more  than  a  mere 
vegetable  existence.  A.   McFarland,  M.D. 

Meredith  Bridge,  JS.  H.,  March  22,  1844. 


l.ANES   ANATOMY   AND   PHYSIOLOGY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sm— In  the  last  number  of  the  Journal  was  an  anonymous  notice  of  the 
new  work  on  Human  Anatomy  and  Physiology  by  Dr  l^uie,  of  Boston 
—the  same  book,  Mr.  Editor,  that  you  and  another  M.D.  highly  com- 
mended, in  the  same  Journal,  a  few  weeks  a^o.  An  anonymom  notice, 
if  friendly,  has  but  little  value;  if  unfriendly,  is  cowardly  ;  il  unlair, 
mu';  be  Jbssed  with  cin.es.  The  notice  of  Dr.  Lane's  book  by  Alpha 
is  both  unfriendly  and  unlliir,  and  would  have  been  lelt  unnoticed  by  me 
had  you  not,  by  giving  it  a  place  in  your  Jnurnal  niost  incautiously  and 
wmercantileh,  endorsed  the  note  that  the  pm,c.p;d  dared  not  sign. 

I  have  said  that  the  notice  was  unfrietully.  There  can  be  no  better 
proof  of  this,  and  of  unworthy  motives,  than  the  persona  allusions  so 
henu.nt  in  it.  An  honest  critic  confines  himself  to  the  work,  a  dishonest 
one  tries  to  make  the  author  contemptible  ;  but  just  as  far  as  he  resorts 
to  this  method,  he  commends  the  book  to  all  candid  and  conside.ate 
minds,  if,  as  in  this  case,  he  proves  nothing  against  the  book. 
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Alpha  brings  it  as  a  serious  charge  against  Dr.  Lane  that  he  has  at- 
tempted to  make  a  book  on  a  certain  subject,  still  susceptible  of  great 
improvement,  ten  years  after  a  certain  esteemed  physician  had  made  a 
book  on  the  same  subject.  But  Drs.  Griscom,  Comstock,  Coates,  and 
Combe,  have  done  the  same,  and  are  not  blamed  for  their  rashness, 
though  named  by  Alpha.  There  must  be  a  personal  motive  for  conduct 
like  this. 

Alpha  charges  Dr.  Lane  with  making  a  book  that  is  not  needed.  The 
public,  and  especially  teachers,  must  judge  of  this  ;  and  perhaps  "  The 
School  and  Schoolmaster,"  the  new  work  that  has  been  thought  worthy 
of  being  sent  to  every  one  of  the  11,000  schools  in  JNew  York,  and  the 
3.400  in  Massachusetts,  may  be  cited  without  otFence,  when  it  says  (p. 
483)  in  disinterested  truth,  "  There  are  several  good  works  upon  the 
subject  published  in  this  country — Hayward,  Coates  and  Andrew  Combe. 
Neither  oj  these  is  complete,"  &;c. 

Dr.  Lane  is  charged  with  being  a  penny-a-liner ;  or,  in  other  words, 
with  expecting  compensation  for  his  labor  and  skill,  when  he  is  invited  to 
make  a  book  !  if  Alpha  will  inquire,  perhaps  he  will  find  that  others, 
whom  he  commends,  have  also  committed  the  same  unpardonable  offence. 
Dr.  L.  is  also  accused  of  ambitiously  desiring  to  see  his  name  on  the 
title-page  of  a  book  as  an  author!  He  had  had  a  full  opportunity  of 
seeing  it  before,  as  the  excellent  translation  of  the  Physiology  of  Edwards 
will  show. 

Alpha  says,  "  We  find  in  Dr.  Hayward's  book  an  Introduction  con- 
tainintj  an  important  exposition  of  tissues  and  three  chapters  on  Absorp- 
tion. Nutrition  and  Decay,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  our  author." 
Well,  what  of  that?  Dr.  Lane  does  not  profess  to  copy  Dr.  Hayward. 
He  prefers  to  mention  these  subjects  in  another  place. 

Dr.  Lane  is  further  charged  with  "  writing  down  "  to  the  compre- 
hension of  little  ptipils.  He  tried  to  do  so,  and  it  seems  by  Alpha's 
charge,  if  he  is  a  judge,  has  succeeded. 

Dr.  Lane  is  also  charged  with  noticing  the  new  sciences  or  notions  of 
phrenology,  animal  magnetism  and  neurology  ;  but  clergymen  of  undoubt- 
ed orthodoxy  speak  of  Mormonisin,  INJillerisni,  transcendentalism,  &c., 
without  losing  caste,  and  where  is  the  difference?  He  gives  no  opinion 
of  their  claims. 

But,  no  matter  how  well  he  has  treated  the  sidjject.  Alpha  says  he 
has  not  well  defined  the  word  physiology.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to 
show  that  the  charge  is  incorrect  as  well  as  immaterial.  The  work  to 
which  Alpha  seetris  to  refer  as  a  model,  says,  '•  Physiology,  in  its  limited 
sense,  is  that  branch  of  knowledge  which  explains  the  uses  of  the  various 
organs  of  living  beings."  Now,  is  it  not  evident  that  physiology  is  all  this 
in  its  unlimited  sense  ?  and  may  it  not  be  a  question  whether  physiology 
does  not  explain  ihe  fun ctifl7i  or  ojfice  of  the  organs  rather  than  their  use, 
for  we  use  one  organ  to  make  sausages  and  another  to  hold  gas  or  snuff. 
But  who  would  pretend  that  the  work  alluded  to  was  not  excellent,  be- 
cause the  definition  of  its  subject  adtnitted  of  such  cavils  ? 

Again,  Dr.  Lane  is  accused  of  indelicacy  because  he  devotes  a  page  or 
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two  to  a  description  of  the  kidneys  and  their  functions,  an  organ  which 
Dr.  Hayward  does  not  even  mention  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  animal 
economy.  Tliis  charge  will  lie,  but  in  a  very  different  sense  from  what 
most  of  the  others  do,  for  the  kidneys  are  mentioned,  and  the  only  cause 
of  regret  is  that  so  important  an  organ  is  so  slightly  passed  over.  In- 
curable diseases  owe  their  origin  to  the  cruelty  of  teachers  arising  fiom 
their  ignorance  of  tliis  matter.  I  hope,  Mr.  Editor,  you  will  venture  to 
give  them  some  plain  advice  upon  this  important  subject. 

Alpha's  professions  of  "  kind  wishes  "  might  have  been  'spared,  for 
nobody  can  be  deceived  by  them.  Dr.  Lane  has  attempted  no  more 
than  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  and,  1  may  add,  no  more  than  he  has 
proved  himself  fully  competent  to  do.  The  success  of  the  work  and  the 
approbation  of  judges  who  are  not  ashamed  of  their  names,*  fully  prove 
that  by  uniting  the  anatomy  of  the  organs  to  a  description  of  their  (unc- 
tions, by  illustrating  the  anatomy  of  the  organs  as  no  other  school-book 
has  done,  and  by  simplifying  the  language  for  the  use  of  unprofessional 
persons.  Dr.  Lane  has  done  a  good  service  to  the  public,  though  his  suc- 
cess may,  in  some  way,  have  given  offence  to  Alpha.  Omega. 


.     MED!C.\L  CASES   TREATED   HO.VICEOPATHICALLY. 

[We  insert  below,  in  part,  a  communication  which  was  acknowledged 
some  weeks  since  in  the  Journal.  The  writer  is  Dr.  M.  Richter,  of  Hal- 
lowell,  Me.  We  have  not  room  for  all  the  cases  reported  by  Dr.  R.  ; 
these,  however,  it  is  believed,  may  be  considered  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
whole.  •  Our  publication  of  them,  of  course,  implies  no  change  in  the 
views  we  have  so  often  expressed  in  regard  to  the  homoeopathic  system.] 

I  have  myself  been  established  in  this  village  since  the  middle  of 
March,  1843.  Place  and  country  were  entirely  strange  to  me.  I  had 
an  introduction  to  a  single  family.  Far  from  wishing  to  excite  unneces- 
sary opposition  among  the  numerous  physicians  here  and  in  the  vicinity, 
I  advertised  neither  in  newspapers,  nor  handbills,  nor  cards.  Only  over 
my  office  there  is  a  sign,  bearing  the  words — "  Dr.  R.'s  office." 

In  this  way  I  have  attended,  in  the  course  of  about  nine  months,  283 
recorded  cases.  Trifling  cases  I  do  not  record.  Most  of  these  were 
chronic  diseases,  treated  allopathically  for  years  without  success.  Others 
were  acute  cases.  Gout,  rheumatism,  sexual  derangements,  hysteric  and 
neuralgic  cases,  fevers,  inflamniations,  ulcers,  tophi,  scrofulosis,  catarrhal 
and  scrofulous  ophthahnia,  lameness,  artlirocace,  luxatio  spontanea,  can- 
cer and  polypus  uteri,  influenza,  consumptive  cases,  different  cardialgias, 
tasnia,  asthma,  worm  diseases,  all  kind  of  diseases  of  the  skin,  Sic,  came 
to  my  notice. 

1  treated  all  these  cases  strictly  homceopathicaHy.  Where  1  found  it 
indicated,  1  supported  the  internal  treatment  by  external  applications, 

*  One  of  the  newspapers  slated,  a  few  weeks  ago,  that  Dr.  .lolin  C.  Warren  warmly  recommended 
the  new  Pkysiology  or  Ur.  Lane  to  tlie  medical  class  then  attending  his  popular  lectures. 
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consisting  of  baths,  foiDentations,  and  preparations  of  homoeopathic 
medicines. 

Case  I. — Mr.  S,,  about  50  years  old,  sanguineous  ;  suffered  from 
piles  for  years.  Pains  brought  on  by  too  much  physical  or  mental  ac- 
tivity ;  was  sick  for  several  weeks  ;  applied  a  Badeau  plaster  upon  the 
small  of  the  back,  but  finds  pains  and  plaster  insupportable.  March  16, 
forenoon,  general  prostration  ;  lameness  and  paralyzation  of  the  back 
and  extremities,  feverish.  Removed  the  plaster ;  abdominal  fomentation. 
Aconit.  Afternoon  all  the  pains  gone,  remaining  stiffness  in  the  back 
when  rising.  Sulph.  Foot-bath,  strict  diet.  Continue  March  17,  18, 
19  and  20.     March  21,  well,  walks  out. 

II. — D.  P.,  about  73  years  old.  Gout  rather  constitutional.  Swell- 
ing of  the  right  foot  and  ankle,  violent  inflannnation  in  llie  loins,  some- 
what relieved  by  a  blister.  Removed  the  blister ;  fomentations  on  the 
small  of  the  back  and  right  lower  extremity,  Ap[)etile  and  operation  of 
the  bowels  not  good,  depending  on  artificial  aid.  March  16,  Nux  vom. 
Bell.  March  20,  much  easier,  some  bloody  urine.  Cann.  March  21, 
bloody  urine  and  reddish  gravel  from  the  kidneys  in  considerable  quan- 
tity, without  pain.  Afternoon,  ride  in  a  sleigh.  Excellent  night.  Urine, 
brown  milky,  fatty.  Canth.  March  22,  a  very  little  pain  in  the  back, 
some  natural  stool.  Walks  about  in  the  house.  Continues  well.  April 
3,  passed  gravel,  dark  red,  fatty  urine.  Bri/.,  canth.,  cann.  Comfortable. 
May  2,  feverish,  prostrated  on  the  back.  May  8,  lakes  physic.  May  5, 
violent  lifemorrhagia  ani  and  urethras.  Nux.  JMlllet.  (Sleep.)  May  11, 
comfortable.  May  12,  regular  urine.  May  14,  walks  about  in  the 
house.  Te[)id  baths.  Swelling  of  the  leg  entirely  gone.  May  17, 
violent  bleeding  from  the  nose,  rather  habitual,  lasting  sometimes  12  till 
16  hours;  this  time  it  terminated  in  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour. 
Mosch.,  am.,  phosph.  May  23,  takes  cleavers  as  a  diuretic,  allopathic 
dose.  May  24,  fever,  cold  sweat.  Ars.,  cinch.,  coloc.  No  repetition  of 
fever.  June  3,  gout  changing  legs.  Colch.,  hry.,  scd.  June  10,  com- 
fortable. Goes  over  to  allopathic  treatment  under  the  care  of  his  son,  a 
physician,  who  arrived  from  the  South. 

III. — Miss  N..  about  50  years  old,  sprained  the  right  arm  one  and  a 
half  years  ago,  by  lifting  a  heavy  sick  person.  Generally  healthy,  neither 
gouty  nor  rheumatic  ;  cannot  use  the  arm  for  the  lightest  work.  Has 
been  under  the  care  of  all  kind  of  doctors.,  here  and  in  Boston,  without 
success.  March  13,  regular  topical  fomentations  and  baths  to  improve 
the  dry,  unhealthy  skin.  Arn.,rhus.  March  14,  sore  feeling  around  the 
joint  in  the  arm,  Med.  cont,  March  15,  many  little  eruptions  on  all 
parts  of  the  arm,  mostly  near  the  joints.  Till  March  21,  more  and 
more  eruptions.  Sweats.  Sufph.  Can  sew  with  tolerable  ease.  April 
5,  boils.  Nux.  Bell.  Continue,  with  topical  applications,  sweats  and 
medicine,  until  May  2,  when  she  found  the  riifht  arm  much  improved,  but 
the  left  more  feeble  than  before.  Am.,  svlph.,  lecrum.  Local  treatment. 
Was  then  taken  by  the  influenza.  Nux.  Bell,  cnust.  Has  been  cured 
from  that  and  from  the  remaining  lameness  of  the  left  arm.  There 
remains  only  a  neuralgic  sensibility  from  certain  occupations,  viz.,  knit- 
ting, which  she  cannot  bear. 


182  Medical  Cases  treated  Homaopathically. 

IV. — Ann,  a  girl  7  years  old  ;  worm  disease  ;  discharges  ascarides  ; 
colic  ;  fits  after  eating  ;  headache  around  the  eyes  ;  siiort  cough  ;  often 
sornnanjbnlent ;  cannot  bear  more  of  tlie  patent  worm  medicines  sold  in 
the  stores  ;  has  been  under  the  best  medical  care.  Cina.,  phospb.,  bry., 
in  succession  ;  diet.     The  complaints  have  left  her  entirely. 

V. — Miss  G.,  about  23  years  old.  March  2.3.  Of  healthy  appear- 
ance, lympliatic,  dyspeptic,  headache,  severe  pain  in  the  pit  of  the  sto- 
mach ;  plaster  upon  it;  took  Thomsonian  pills  in  quantity;  dry  cough 
from  tlie  stomach  ;  sickly  always,  but  now  for  ten  days  rather  slim  ;  on 
the  sick-bed  since  March  19;  lost  a  sister  from  a  similar  disease.  In 
consequence  of  pills  :md  lobelia  taken,  she  vomited  and  had  discharge  from 
the  bowels.  March  22,  feverish.  Acon.,nux.  March  24,  cough  in  the 
night.  FuJs.  (Sleep.)  Menses  one  week  too  early.  Stool  after  injec- 
tion. Bry.  March  25,  natural  stool.  26th,  the  plaster  had  been  remov- 
ed instantly  from  the  stomach,  pain  unchanged  by  fomentations.  A  stand- 
ing, stone  hard  body  to  be  felt  after  each  examination  in  the  pit  of  the  sto- 
mach or  right  epigastrium.  Throws  off  the  medicine,  and  some  undigested 
food,  without  any  bile.  Declared  that  I  had  little  confidence  tosave  the  pa- 
tient, being  so  far  deranged  in  the  digestive  canal  as  not  to  keep  a  homoe- 
opathic dose.  Proposed  to  engage  another  physician.  Declined  ;  request- 
ed to  continue  the  treatment.  JVux.  was  kept.  Thirst,  freely  cold  water  ; 
vomits  flam  and  a  stuff  smelling  like  lobelia.  March  27.  Cham.  Vomits 
a  green,  bilious  substance.  Torpor  and  prostration  increasing.  Recognizes 
with  difficulty  her  friends.  Moaning.  Applied,  with  the  consent  of  her 
friends,  different  external  means.  A  short  shower  revived  her  spirits  so 
much  lliat  she  scolded  all  around  her,  and  asked  for  some  apple-pie. 
Torpor  and  moaning  soon  returned.  No  change  brought  on  by  medi- 
cine ;  generally  it  runs  from  the  mouth  soon  after  having  taken  it.  Died 
April  4. 

This  case  has  been  industriously  reported  to  my  other  patients  thus — 
He  has  killed  her  with  water.  No  dissection  was  made.  Death  was 
caused,  no  doubt,  either  by  ossification  of  the  pyloric  orifice,  or  by  stric- 
ture of  the  duodenum,  or  a  disorganization  of  the  mesenteric  glands. 
How  much  the  constant  blistering  of  one  of  the  most  sensitive  places,  I 
mean  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  the  pills  and  physic,  have  aided  to 
this  untimely  end,  is  not  here  the  place  to  decide. 

VI. — Mr.  R.,  56  years  old.  Dyspepsia  and  incubus  ;  singular  tick- 
ling and  burning  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  ;  lean,  pale  complexion  ;  brown- 
coated  tongue  ;  once  in  a  week,  stool.  The  fits  in  the  night  commence 
in  the  thorax,  after  disagreeable  dreams;  screams  loud  ;  good  appetite; 
sour  stomach.  March  \5,  JSux.  vom.  Magn.mur.  Diet;  inject.  April 
8,  Nux.  bry.  Much  improved;  no  night  fits.  April  IS,  Nux.  Dys- 
pepsia and  incubus  entirely  cured.  He  never  before  has  been  without 
lakint:  medicine. 
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Naval  Buremi  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. — Having  been  furnished 
with  all  the  recent  documents,  bearing  upon  the  nature  of  the  contro- 
versy between  Dr.  Wm.  P.  C.  Barton  and  almost  everybody  who  has 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  newly-created  bureau,  we  are  prepared  for 
commenting  upon  the  matter,  and  accordingly  premise — first,  that  Dr.  Bar- 
ton has  a  singular  faculty  of  getting  people  by  the  ears.  We  are  assured 
that  he  is  a  learned  and  amiable  man,  but  it  seems  to  be  true  in  relation 
to  him,  as  it  was  with  Laplace,  who  was  a  miserable  manager  of  a  depart- 
ment, although  the  first  astronomer  of  the  age. 

Dr.  Barton  appears  to  have  been  exceedingly  earnest  in  stopping  cer- 
tain leaks  in  the  national  cask,  through  which  a  vast  quantity  of  spirit 
made  its  escape.  Now  this  was  perfectly  right,  and  what  it  was  his  duly 
to  do.  Yet  in  the  very  act  of  effecting  a  desirable  revolution,  he  took 
an  unlucky  course,  that  raised  up  enemies  from  Dan  to  Beersheba.  His 
spirit,  circular,  as  it  has  been  christened,  was  obscure  in  its  phraseology, 
and  calculated  to  inflame  the  naval  surgeons — a  high-bred,  honorable, 
educated  body  of  gentlemen,  some  of  whom  have  spoken  with  unmeasur- 
ed vehemence  of  the  Bettying  propensiti'  of  the  head  of  the  Washington 
Bureau.  Dr.  Barton's  note  to  the  House  pf  Representatives,  under  date 
of  February  2Sth,  is  a  hard  piece  of  English  composition,  and  not  at  all 
calculated  to  increase  the  number  of  his  official  friends.  He  says — 
'■'  while  in  the  honest  and  energetic  exercise  of  the  duties  of  an  office  he 
neither  sought,  wished  for,  nor,  under  the  haste  in  which  it  was  created, 
and  under  the  undefined  nature  of  its  operations,  approved  of,"  &c.  Now 
the  doctor  has  clung  to  an  office  which  he  did  not  aprove  of,  like  a  drown- 
ing man  to  a  straw:  he  has  left  no  stone  unturned  to  secure  the  citadel, 
which  he  neither  sought  or  wished  for — and  although  tlie  bastions  of  his 
own  erection  for  personal  defence,  have  repeatedly  tumbled  over,  and  left 
him  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  a  host  of  malcontents,  he  has  clung  to  the 
mouldings  of  the  Bureau  with  a  convulsive  grasp.  His  official  death 
was  exceedingly  tedious — a  sort  of  terrapin  resignation,  after  decapitation. 

In  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  of  Virginia,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  the  2Slh  of  February  last,  he  refers  to  Dr.  Barton 
thus — ''  I  will  add,  moreover,  that  I,  like  many  other  gentlemen,  had  been 
somewhat  prejudiced  against  him  in  consequence  of  the  artificial  and  in- 
volved style  of  his  report,  which  was  submitted  to  this  House  ;  and  that 
prejudice  was  by  no  means  diminished  upon  first  acquaintance,  by  his 
manner  and  style  of  dress,  which  was  equally  unnatural  and  eccentric." 
It  is  perfectly  clear,  from  all  that  can  be  gathered  at  this  distance  from 
the  place  where  all  the  Bureau  trouble  was  concentrated,  that  Dr.  Barton 
destroyed  his  influence  and  lessened  the  character  of  the  office  to  which 
he  had  been  appointed,  by  meddling  with  little  things — straining,  as  it 
were,  at  a  gnat,  and  swallowing  a  camel. 

While  we  are  in  the  act  of  reviewing  the  labors  of  the  first  head  of  the 
naval  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  word  comes  in  the  public  papers 
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that  he  has  been  dismissed — and  that  is  not  all,  but  that  he  is  to  be  tried 
by  a  court  martial  for  peculation  while  in  office.  We  are  pained  with 
this  intelligence,  and  hope  that  he  will  come  out  from  the  fiery  trial  un- 
scathed, the  honest  man  we  have  always  believed  him  to  be.  That  the 
difficulty  in  which  he  finds  himself  involved  has  grown  out  of  his  own 
indiscretion,  seems  quite  certain.  He  was,  we  think,  honest,  but  the  pro- 
cess by  which  he  proposed  to  ascertain  w^helher  all  the  other  naval  sur- 
geons were  honest  also,  has  been  productive  of  utter  confusion.  Had  he 
resigned  a  year  ago,  he  would  have  been  happier,  and  his  enemies  fewer 
in  number. 


Giving  Medicine  through  the  Nose. — A  communication  appeared  in 
the  Journal,  last  week,  on  the  value  of  administering  various  medicines  by 
the  nose — principally  emetics,  in  cases  where  the  jaws  are  spasmodically 
closed.  Dr.  Wolfred  Nelson,  of  Montreal,  the  author  of  the  paper,  is  a 
gentleman  of  such  standing  in  the  community,  that  any  recommendations 
from  him  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  sick,  are  worthy  of  special 
attention.  We  view  the  process  which  he  describes,  as  something  of  pe- 
culiar interest,  and  that  should  be  remembered  by  the  practitioner — for  he 
knows  not  how  unexpectedly  he  may  be  obliged  to  follow  Dr.  Nelson's 
suggestions,  to  save  life. 


Eastern  Lzcnatic  Asylum,  Virginia. — Amongst  other  favors,  the  accu- 
mulations of  the  past  week,  is  the  "  Annual  Report  of  the  Physician  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Eastern^  Asylum,  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  for 
1843."  In  the  Old  Dominion,  that  place  of  venerable  estates,  great  men 
and  unbounded  hospitality,  there  are  two  establishments  for  the  comfort 
and  accommodation  of  the  insane.  The  one  located  at  Staunton,  we  have 
personally  examined  ;  and,  in  truth,  can  say,  that  when  completed,  it  will 
be  a  very  convenient  and  desirable  residence  even  for  sane  persons.  Not 
many  weeks  ago  we  were  present  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  at  Richmond, 
when  the  subject  under  discussion  was  in  regard  to  an  appropriation  for  the 
completion  of  this  same  Staunton  irstilution.  Never  was  money  more 
grudgingly  given,  if  the  opponents  of  the  measure  were  in  earnest  in  their 
hostility.  Such  shilling  legislation  was  contemptible,  and  unbecoming 
the  renown  and  dignity  of  that  ancient  and  leading  Commonwealth.  In- 
stead of  having  two  receptacles  for  the  insane  in  the  same  State,  at  the 
public  charge,  it  strikes  us  that  the  entire  patronage  should  have  been 
concentrated  in  one.  Neither  the  one  at  Williamsburg  nor  that  at  Staun- 
ton is  in  that  unexceptionable  condition  that  one  would  have  been  in,  if 
receiving  the  undivided  attention  of  the  Legislature. 

From  the  1st  of  January  to  the  30th  of  December,  1S43,  there  were 
135  patients  at  Williamsburg  ;  80  were  males  and  53  females.  Six  col- 
ored men  and  nine  colored  women  were  included  in  the  catalogue.  Whole 
number  of  patients  on  the  first  of  January,  93.  In  the  year,  42  were 
received,  and  12  discharged.  Whole  number  of  deaths,  14.  Dr.  John 
M.  Gait  is  the  Superintendent  and  Physician — a  gentleman  of  enlarged 
views,  who  writes  like  one  that  feels  that  responsibilities  of  no  common 
sort  rest  upon  him.  "As  it  regards  the  subject  of  cures,"  says  Dr.  G., 
"  the  very  circumstances  of  our  Asylum,  so  far,  incline  me  to  the  belief 
tkat  without   some  explanatory  remarks,  mere   figures  in   themselves  are 
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apVlo  mislead,  or,  at  least,  not  to  convey  a  correct  impression."  This 
was  said  after  uttering  the  following  observations,  viz.  :  "  There  is  an 
evident  tendency  now  existing  amongst  superintendents  of  insane  asy- 
lums, to  find  fault  with  statistics,  as  applied  to  the  various  matters  treated 
of  in  the  reports  of  these  institutions,  and  amongst  others,  as  to  the  sta- 
tistics of  cures.  This  opposition  has  its  origin  in  the  idea  that  the  matters 
so  arranged  in  a  tabular  form,  are  of  such  a  nature  as  not  to  admit  of 
sufficient  evidence  to  justify  the  exactitude  of  having  numbers  applied  to 
ihem." 

All  the  processes  of  conducting  this  institution  are  on  the  most  approved 
system.  The  moral  management,  occupation  of  the  subjects,  amusements, 
religious  observances  and  the  medical  treatment,  are  philosophical,  hu- 
mane and  praiseworthy.  Those  who  are  so  fortunate  as  to  see  this  re- 
port, will  be  gratified  with  its  perusal. 


Gainesville  Domestic  Practice. — Not  knowing  how  to  christen  a  certain 
treatise  on  domestic  medicine,  that  has  come  to  our  address,  owing  to  its 
incomprehensible  character,  it  was  thought,  as  the  author,  Thos.  J.  Vaiden, 
M.D.,  hails  from  Gainesville,  Alabama,  it  might  very  properly  be  called 
the  Gainesville  Practice.  It  requires  a  genius,  in  these  latter  days,  to  in- 
vent a  new  system  of  quackery.  All  the  old  projects  are  pretty  well  un- 
derstood by  the  people.  If  one  pucceeds  now,  he  must  have  something 
exceedingly  mysterious,  and  utter  great,  unmeaning  words,  which,  un- 
luckily for  the  unthinking  part  of  mankind,  pass  currently  for  intellectual 
greatness. 

This  Dr.  Vaiden  actually  surpasses  any  of  the  New  England  medicine 
mongers,  in  the  unfathomable  depths  of  his  ideas.  The  title  of  his  book 
is — "  A  Treatise  on  Domestic  Practice  ;  the  part  sanctioned  by  nature 
and  benefited  by  science ;  or  utilitarian  principles  establish  conservative 
science.  Fourth  and  last  treatise."  Happy  event  for  the  Commonwealth 
of  Alabama  if  this  is  to  be  the  finale!  What  must  have  been  the  nature 
and  influence  of  Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  if  the  fourth  presents  such  a  formidable 
medico-literary  aspect !  That  the  professional  reader  may  be  able  to  ap- 
preciate some  of  the  beauties  of  composition  in  this  unparallelled  produc- 
tion from  the  good  town  of  Gainesville,  one  quotation  must  be  offered. 

"  The  advancement  of  the  utilitarian,  establishes  conservative  science, 
and  no  Issue  ;  for  that  part  of  domestic  practice  in  which  individuals  and 
families  are  essentially  concerned,  is  exerted  as  necessary,  obligatory,  and 
sanctioned  by  nature,  who  is  sovereign  in  appeal  and  is  benefited  by  sci- 
ence, who  is  thus  necessarily  absent  or  excluded  from  professional  visit, 
anterior  to  which  the  injurj''  is  momentarily  maturing." 

This  is  only  equalled  by  the  sanative  proclamations  of  Dr.  Rainwater, 
whose  name  is  still  revered  in  Massachusetts  on  account  of  his  superior 
attainments  in  murdering  the  king's  English. 

On  the  first  page  was  the  following  endorsement — "  Please  notice.'" 
We  have  complied,  with  extreme  mortification  that  such  a  farrago  of  ca- 
balistic bombast  should  have  been  ushered  into  being  by  any  respectable 
printing  office  in  the  United  States. 


Chronic    Splenitis. — A   variety  of  curious   thoughts  are    interspersed 
through  Dr.  Chapman's  new  work.     His   style  is  particularly  agreeable  ; 
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it  has  just  what  all  medical  books  should  have,  viz.,  enough  of  something 
that  is  pleasant  to  keep  one  from  weeping  all  the  while  he  is  reading 
about  the  physical  woes  of  humanity.  Dr.  Rush  possessed  the  art  of 
writing  on  medical  matters  in  a  way  to  maintain  his  popularity  through 
all  future  ages.  Dr.  Chapman  has  certainly  the  same  happy  lact— and 
he  will  therefore  rise  billows  high  in  literary  reputation  above  the  heads 
of  some  prosy,  heavy  disease  describers,  who  seem  determined  to  nause- 
ate their  readers  quite  as  much  with  their  writings  as  they  do  their  pa- 
tients with  prescriptions. 

As  gloom  and  melancholy  were  ascribed  by  the  ancients,  says  Dr, 
Chapman,  to  the  right  side,  so  were  petulance  and  waywardness  to  the 
left  hypochondrium.  Though  we,  perhaps,  do  not  now  observe  this  nicety 
of  distinction,  the  general  fiicl  of  the  mind  being  usually  much  disordered 
wiih  proneness  to  dejection  of  spirits,  or  peevishness,  or  suUenness  of 
temper,  in  these  visceral  diseases,  is  universally  confessed.  Blackmore, 
the  poet,  who  Iraving  been  a  physician,  is  of  higher  authority,  declares 
that — 

"  The  sple«n  with  sullen  vapors  clouds  the  hrain, 
And  binds  the  spirit  in  its  heavy  chain. 
Howe'er  the  cause  fantastic  may  appear, 
The  effect  is  real  and  the  pain  sincere." 


Milk-skk  Literature. — Dr.  Lawson,  of  Cincinnati,  the  accomplished 
■editor  of  the  Western  Lancet,  has  commented  very  properly  on  Dr. 
Mcllhenny's  treatise,  alluded  to  some  weeks  since  in  this  Journal,  and 
bestows  proper  praise  where  it  belongs,  in  regard  to  its  object.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  author  believes  that  the  tre?nhles,  the  terrific  disease 
of  the  West — is  produced  by  the  rhtis  toxicodendron,  which  is  totally  dis- 
tinct in  character  from  the  rhtts  radicans.  Without  apparently  designing 
to  undervalue  Dr.  Mcllhenny's  discovery.  Dr.  Lawson  has  thrown  a 
shade  of  doubt  over  it  by  this  single  sentence,  viz.,  "  Many  of  Dr. 
Mcllhenny's  suggestions  are  good,  and  his  pamphlet,  therefore,  will  con- 
stitute a  valuable  addition  to  the  milk-sick  literature  of  our  country^" 


The  Surgical  Adjuster. — A  little  pamphlet  is  abroad,  which  speaks 
particularly  of  the  advantages  of  this  instrument,  in  the  treatment  of 
fractures  and  dislocations-  It  will  be  recollected  bv  readers,  that  the  Ad- 
juster was  the  subject  of  particular  notice  in  the  Journal,  several  months 
since  ;  which  is  the  only  apology  presumed  to  be  necessary  for  not  de- 
scribing it  again.  That  it  is  an  ingenious  and  powerful  machine  for  ex- 
tension, cannot  be  questioned.  If  the  inventor  would  fix  upon  a  price 
that  would  bring  it  within  the  means  of  those  whose  circumstances  re- 
quire that  they  should  be  economical,  he  would  confer  a  special  favor  on 
very  many.  Surgeons  of  distinction  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
some  in  the  naval  service,  recommend  the  invention  very  warmly. 


American  Manakins. — Messrs.  Hyatt,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  the  gentlemen 
of  whom  mention  has  heretofore  been  made  in  regard  to  their  ingenious 
models  of  the  human  body,  have  made  extensive  preparations  for  conduct- 
ing this  new  enterprise  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  demands  of  the 
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profession.     Their  adverlisement,  in  to-day's  Journal,  is  recommended   to 
the  special  consideration  of  anatomists, 

Anatoiny  of  the  Eye. — Dr.  William  C.  Wallace,  of  New  York,  deliv- 
ered a  lecture  before  a  body  of  the  physicians  of  Boston,  at  the  Tremont 
Temple,  in  this  city,  on  Saturday  evening  last,  on  the  minute  anatomy  of 
the  eye.  The  lecture  was  exceedingly  well  received.  He  certainly  is  a 
man  of  great  modesty,  yet  from  the  exhibition  of  his  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  we  are  convinced  that  he  has  higher  claims  to 
public  confidence  than  a  reputed  oculist  of  that  city,  who  is  much  sought 
after  by  Bostonians. 


Ncio  Remedy  fai-  BroJicn  Bones. — A  doleful  account  appears  in  the  lo- 
belia magazine,  the  cayenne  messenger  of  the  Tl)omsonians,  published  in 
this  city,  all  about  the  fact  that  a  man  at  East  Boston  had  one  of  his  arms 
broken,  and  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  it  amputated  on  the  16ih 
day  from  the  accident.  This  is  the  horrible  part  of  the  narrative — and 
the  writer  calls  out  lustily  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  &c.  &c.,  but  con- 
soles the  sympathizing  public  by  saying  that — "  The  botanic  treatment 
would  have  cleansed  his  system  by  harmless  emetics,  and  enemas  to  clear 
the  bowels;  to  have  kept  the  limb  dressed,  cool  and  clean  ;  and  by  warm 
medicines  accompanied  with  specifics  calculated  to  compose  the  nervous, 
febrile  affection  which  would  follow;  from  day  to  day  to  have  invigorated 
the  patient.  The  limb  would  have  been  saved.  There  is  no  doubt." 
The  idea  of  giving  emetics,  particularly,  in  cases  of  fracture,  is  quite 
original,  and  should  be  placed  entirely  to  the  credit  of  the  erudite  periodi- 
cal in  which  it  appears. 


Tracheotomy  in  the  last  Stage  of  Croup. — At  the  sitting  of  the  Acade- 
my of  Sciences  on  the  8ih  of  January,  M.  Scouietten,  Professor  at  the 
military  hospital  of  instruction  at  Sirasburgh,  read  a  case  of  tracheotomy 
performed  with  success  in  the  last  stage  of  croup.  He  performed  the 
operation  on"  his  own  daughter,  an  infant  six  weeks  old,  to  save  her  from 
imminent  death. 

The  operation  was  successful.  According  to  M.  Scoutetten,  it  is  the 
only  instance  of  tracheotomy  performed  on  account  of  croup  on  an  infant  of 
this  age  ;  and  the  only  one  in  which  such  alarming  symptoms  lasted  so 
long.  He  is  of  opinion  that  this  case  ought  to  encourage  the  timid,  and 
show  the  surprising  resources  of  nature  at  this  tender  age. 

MM.  Roux,  Breschet  and  Serres  were  appointed  to  report  upon  the 
case. —  Gazette  Medicale. 

To  CoRRESPOiNnEMTS. — Dr.  Trowbridge's  paper  on  Hernia,  Dr.  Bachelder's 
on  Belladonna  in  Scarlatina,  Dr.  Deane's  case  of  Amputation  in  the  Mesmeric 
state.  Dr.  Haskell's  case  of  Carcinomatous  Tumors,  P.  B.  C.'s  remarks  on  the 
Growth  of  the  Beard,  a  Note  from  Dr.  Buchanan,  and  RJs  "Apology  for  becom- 
ing a  Homoeopathic  Doctor,"  have  been  received. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  eniling  March  30,  28.— Males  13;  Females,  15.  Stillborn,  3. 

Of  consutii|Uioii,  4— iiiflummfition  of  ttie  bowels,  2— scarlet  fever,  6— lung  fever,  2— ctiiicer,  2 — 
teething,  1— marasmns,  1  — bowel  complaini,  1 — typhus  fever,  1— old  age,  3— debility,  1— di.sease  oJ 
the  heart,    i — rickets,! — canker,  1 — croup,  1  . 

Under  5  years,  14 — between  5  and  20  years,  4— between  20  and  60  years,  6 — over  60  years,  4. 
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Rheumatism  in  the  Horse.— '^  m.  Tessin  remarks  that  Bouley,  one  of 
the  most  experienced  veterinary  .surgeons  in  Paris,  assures  him  that  the 
ordinary  course  of  rheumatic  inflammation  in  the  horse  is  the  very  re- 
verse of  what  is  usually  the  case  in  the  human  subject.  In  the  latter,  as 
all  know,  the  afiection  of  the  joints  is  primary,  and  that  of  the  pleura, 
pericardium,  or  other  internal  parts,  is  consecutive,  or  secondary  ;  whereas, 
in  the  former,  pleuritis  is  generally  the  primary,  and  arthritis  the  secon- 
dary,  affection." — Veteri7iarian. 


Pathology  of  Sea- Sickness. — Affections  of  the  eyes,  as  irritation  of  the 
retina,  sudden  light,  rapid  interchanges  of  light  and  darkness,  or  quick 
motions  of  objects  looked  at,  cause  vomiting,  from  the  circumstance  that 
such  impressions  of  the  visual  nerves  afTect  the  same  parts  of  the  brain 
that  are  concerned  in  vomiting  (namely  the  corpora  quadrigemina).  The 
notion  that  sea-sickness  is  entirely  due  to  a  disturbance  of  vision  by  con- 
tinual changes  of  place  in  objects  seen,  is,  however,  shaken  by  the  fact 
that  blind  persons  are  as  subject  to  the  affection  as  those  who  see.  The 
actual  and  chief  cause  of  sea-sickness  lies  (probably)  in  a  peculiar  affec- 
tion of  the  corpora  quadrigemina,  by  which  it  is  a'  natural  result  that  it 
should  follow  disturbances  of  vision  produced  by  the  rolling  of  a  vessel. 
But  such  disturbance  is  evidently  not  a  necessary  prelude  to  it,  as  is  prov- 
ed by  its  occurrence  in  the  blind;  and  some  experiments  by  Burdach 
have  gone  to  show  that  the  peculiar  affection  of  the  corpora,  productive  of 
vomiting,  is  caused  by  the  continual  eflx)rts  of  persons  on  board  ship  to 
preserve  their  equilibrium. — London  Lancet. 

Case  of  additional  Nipple.  By  Thomas  H.  H.  Da  vies. — Monday,  the 
1st  January,  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  C.  in  her  confinement.  She'  pro- 
ceeded  through  the  different  stages  in  the  natural  way.  The  next  day 
she  found  that  her  linen  below  the  left  breast  was  saturated  with  milk. 
Her  attention  being  directed  to  the  cause,  she  discovered  something  like 
a  nipple.  Upon  my  arrival  she  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  me,  "and  I 
found  just  below  the  substance  of  the  left  breast,  on  the  integument  cover- 
ing that  side  of  the  chest,  a  decided  nipple,  about  one-third  of  the  usual 
size.  It  had  a  distinct  areola  around  it,  and  milk  issued  very  freely  from 
it.  The  most  extraordinary  fact  is,  that  she  had  already  given  birth  to 
four  children,  but  never  before  detected  this  anomaly. 

I  requested  my  friend  Mr.  Batty,  lecturer  on  midwifery,  to  see  the  case ; 
and  he  stated  that  he  had  never  met  with  such  an  instance,  either  in  his 
private  practice,  or  in  the  public  institution  to  which  he  belongs. — London. 
Medical  Gazette. 

On  the  Employment  of  Cochineal  in  the  Treatment  of  Hooping  Cough. 
— Dr.  Cajetan  Wachll,  of  Vienna,  treated  nine  children,  suffering  from 
hooping  cough,  with  cochineal,  as  recommended  by  English  physicians. 
The  remedy  was  administered  in  all  stages  of  the  disease  ;  and  its  efff- 
cacy  was  so  instantaneous  and  constant,  that,  notwithstanding  the  paucity 
of  cases,  Dr.  Wachtl  feels  authorized  to  regard  cochineal  as  a  specific  ia 
hooping  cough.  The  following  is  his  manner  of  exhibiting  the  remedy  : 
— Take  of  cochineal,  one  scruple  ;  sugar,  one  ounce. — Dissolve  in  six 
ounces  of  warm  water.  The  dose  is  three  teaspoonfuls  in  the  twenty-four 
hours.  — Pharmaceutical  Journal. 
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REMARKS   ON   HERNIA,    WITH    CASES. 

By  Amasa  Trowbridge,  M.D. 
ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.) 

Several  interesting  cases  of  hernia  have  recently  passed  under  my  in- 
spection and  treatment,  which  go  to  settle  some  important  fads  to  be  ob- 
served in  the  treatment  of  these  affections.  The  reduction  of  hernia  by 
taxis  IS  a  very  common  occurrence,  and  in  many  instances  it  gives  relief 
to  the  patient.  It  is  equally  true  that  in  many  cases  the  patient  is  not 
relieved,  and  death  follows.  It  seems  to  be  a  generally-received  opin- 
ion, and  acted  upon  by  many,  that  if  a  surgeon  can  reduce  a  hernia  he 
has  done  all  that  is  necessary,  or  all  tliat  can  be  done  ;  and  even  if  it  is 
a  case  of  strangulated  hernia,  that  this  being  accomplished,  will  relieve 
the  parts  strangulated. 

Now  it  is  well  known  to  the  experienced  surgeon,  that  in  many  of 
these  cases,  there  may  be  concealed  mischief,  within  the  sac,  which  will 
certainly  cause  the  death  of  the  patient  if  not  seasonably  remedied.  The 
incarcerated  parts  may  be  returned,  while  the  symptoms  of  strangulation 
may  continue  without  the  least  mitigation  ;  and  it  is  not  till  after  tlie  fatal 
result,  that  the  true  character  of  the  case  is  unfolded. 

There  are  many  cases  of  old  hernias,  where  the  intestines  have  passed 
into  the  sac  and  adhered  to  its  sides,  or  inner  surface,  and  remain  there 
for  months,  and  years,  exercising  their  healthy  functions,  without  much 
interruption,  and  finally  become  strangulated  at  the  neck  of  the  sac,  not 
by  a  stricture  upon  the  neck  of  the  sac,  by  its  surrounding  tissues,  but 
by  the  neck  of  the  sac  itself  upon  the  intestine.  This  is  The  condition 
of  many  strangulated  hernias  that  are  easily  reduced  by  taxis,  and  the 
whole  of  the  sac,  with  its  strangulated  contents,  placed  in  the  abdomen. 

This  fact  is  denied  by  some  writers,  and  much  overlooked  by  others, 
m  their  directions  for  treatment  of  hernia.  Forty  years'  practice  has  de- 
veloped to  me  many  cases  thus  characterized,  and  several  cases  have  very 
recently  transpired  to  convince  me  of  the  fact,  and  of  another  result  of 
yet  more  importance  to  the  physician  and  surgeon,  viz.,  that  the  sac 
with  its  contents  may  return  through  the  ring  into  the  abdomen,  or  be 
put  up  by  taxis,  and  be  retained  there  by  supporters  or  trusses  ;  and  the 
intestine,  in  that  position  and  condition,  become  strangulated, 

I   know  it  is   asserted   by  some,  that  neither  art,  nor  any  other  nro- 
10  ^  ' 
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cess,  can  accomplish  the  reduction  of  a  hernial  sac,  unless  the  tissues 
surrounding  it  are  torn  or  separated  from  it ;  but  it  is  a  fact  well  settled 
with  tne,  that  the  cellular  substance  will  yield  to  pressure,  and  become 
elongated,  and  afterwards  shrink  again.  Do  we  not  often  see  a  viscus, 
wiiich  has  suffered  a  displacement,  return  spontaneously  again  into  its 
natural  situation  ?  and  pathology  furnishes  us  with  many  similar  examples. 

In  some  cases  of  hernia,  the  sac  with  its  contents  niay  be  pushed  back 
with  the  utmost  facility  ;  but  can  we  be  certain  that  by  doing  this  we  have 
liberated  the  strangulated  intestine,  or  that  it  may  not  become  strangulated 
after  the  sac  is  thus  placed  within  the  abdomen. 

The  following  case  demonstrates  this  fact.  A.  Ackerman,  Esq.,  of  the 
town  of  Brownville,  aged  48,  of  good  constitution,  had  been  affected  with 
an  inguinal  hernia  on  tlie  left  side,  for  several  years,  and  had  worn  a  truss, 
which  generally  prevented  its  descent,  though  occasionally  it  would  pass 
out,  and  would  be  easily  replaced  by  the  jiatient  himself.  On  the  first 
day  of  March,  inst.  he  was  attacked  witli  symptoms  of  colic,  followed 
with  fever.  Scarlet  fever  was  prevailing  in  the  neighborhood,  and  under 
an  impression  that  his  indisposition  was  of  this  nature,  he  took  no  physic, 
or  but  little  medicine,  although  he  had  all  the  symptoms  of  colic.  He 
passed  three  days  in  this  condition,  with  an  increased  aggravation  of  symp- 
toms ;  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen,  vomiting,  and  all  the  symptoms  that 
characterize  colic.  On  the  3d,  he  sent  for  Dr.  Hunter,  a  physician  of 
intelligence  and  skill,  who  adopted  and  steadily  pursued  the  usual  means 
to  overcome  the  symptoms,  for  twenty-four  hours,  without  giving  relief,  at 
which  time  I  saw  him  in  consultation.  He  informed  me  of  the  circum- 
stance of  the  old  hernia,  but  that  it  had  not  now  made  its  appearance  ; 
that  there  was  tenderness  over  that  portion  of  the  abdomen,  that  the 
bowels  had  not  moved  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  that  there 
was  constant  disposition  to  vomit,  hiccup,  with  accelerated  pulse,  &:c.,  and 
that  all  the  symptoms  had  become  more  alarming  for  the  last  twenty-four 
hours.  On  fuither  investigation,  a  tumor  or  hard  body  could  be  felt 
within  the  abdomen,  and  near  the  internal  ring  ;  and  the  patient  stated, 
that  his  great  pain  had  been  at  this  point,  and  that  it  had  been  painful  to 
the  touch,  &c.  A  strangulated  intestine  within  a  sac,  was  suspected  to 
be  the  cause  of  the  colic  ;  but  bleeding,  cupping,  injections  with  the  long 
tube,  warm  fomentations,  and  croton  oil,  with  infusions  of  senna,  were 
administered,  without  producing  any  favorable  results,  except  relaxation 
of  the  tension  of  the  abdomen.  An  aggravation  of  all  the  syntptoms  fol- 
lowed; and,  as  the  patient  observed,  ''  it  a^ypeared  that  death  ivas  rap- 
idly doing  his  work."  An  0|)eration  to  search  out  the  difficulty  was 
proposed,  and  the  patient  and  his  friends  readily  assented. 

On  a  full  examination  of  the  parts  I  could  readily  find  an  internal 
opening,  and  that  the  hernia  had  l)een  of  the  direct,  or  ventro-inguinal 
kind,  as  the  passage  was  directly  into  the  abdomen.  1  could  press  the 
outer  integuments  through  the  opening  into  the  abdomen  with  my  finger, 
and  when  the  patient  stood  upon  his  feet,  I  could  feel  a  heavy  body 
press  against  the  end  of  my  finger,  and  that  it  would  descend  and  rest  near 
the  outer  portion  of  the  opening  or  external  ring.     It  appeared  like  a  case 
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of  concealed  hernia,  though,  not  like  that  confined  in  a  canal,  as  it  is 
generally  described. 

The  patient  was  placed  in  a  recumbent  posture,  with  his  head  and 
shoulders  raised,  aiul  an  as^i'^tanl's  hand  pressed  on  the  left  side  to  push 
forward  and  confine  the  discovered  tumor  as  low  as  possible.  I  made 
an  incision  with  a  few  strokes  of  the  scalpel,  through  the  integuments  to 
the  outer  ring,  and  exposed  a  transparent  ix)rtion  of  the  perlioneal  sac. 
This  was  drawn  down  and  out  partly  througli  the  opening  ;  il  adhered  to 
surrounding  cellular  substance,  and  was  distended  with  fluid.  On  punc- 
turing it  with  a  lancet,  two  ounces  of  lymph,  with  offensive  gas,  passed 
out.  Opening  the  sac  with  a  bistoury  an  inch  and  a  half  towards  its  neck 
within  the  abdomen,  brought  to  view  a  portion  of  intestine  strangulated, 
and  of  a  dark-brown  color.  On  passing  my  finger  between  the  sac  and 
intestine,  I  found  them  adhering  firmly  at  the  neck,  and  by  using  some 
force  I  disengaged  them  so  as  to  pass  a  narrow  bistoury  between 
them,  and  cutting  towards  the  pubis,  I  made  an  incisionsufficiently  large 
to  admit  my  finger  through  into  the  abdomen.  I  now  disengaged  the  in- 
testine from  the  opposite  side  of  the  sac,  and  its  neck,  and  separated  the 
two  portions  which  formed  the  knuckle  or  strangulated  portion  which  ad- 
hered, and  placed  them,  entirely  disengaged  from  the  sac,  back  among 
the  intestines.  The  operation  was  attended  with  l)ut  little  pain  and  no 
hemorrhage.  The  opened  sac  was  left  in  the  incised  parts,  and  these 
brought  together  by  the  interrupted  suture  passed  deep  from  each  side, 
supported  by  compress  and  the  T  bandage. 

Stimtdating  enemas  were  continued,  calomel  and  opi.,  infusions  of 
senna  and  ol.  rici.  given,  with  eliK.  paregoric.  Free  discharges  from  his 
bowels  followed,  with  a  gradual  subsidence  of  all  bis  symptoms  of  colic, 
except  hiccupping,  which  lasted  thirty-six  hours.  March  17.  He  is 
now  safely  recovered. 

On  the  19th  of  July  last,  I  was  called  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Dicker- 
son,  in  Adams,  Jefferson  Co..  who  was  in  attendance  on  Elislia  Fuller, 
aged  63.  The  patient  was  seized,  two  days  before,  with  violent  pain  in 
the  abdomen,  vomiting,  and  all  tiie  symptoms  of  colic.  The  doctor  had 
pursued  the  usual  treatment  adopted  in  such  cases,  without  giving  relief 
The  patient  had  had  a  rupture  on  the  right  side  for  several  years,  which 
had  not  given  him  pain  or  much  trouble.  He  iiad  occasionally  returned 
it  into  the  abdomen  himself.  He  never  had  worn  a  supporter  or  truss. 
At  this  attack  of  colic  Dr.  D.  and  the  patient  suspected  the  symptoms 
to  originate  from  strangulation,  as  the  rupture  was  down,  and  attempts 
were  made  to  reduce  it  by  taxis,  without  success. 

On  examining  the  patient,  I  found  the  abdomen  tumid  and  tender  to  the 
touch,  countenance  sunken,  constant  retchino;  and  vomiting,  tongue  coal- 
ed, with  a  large  tumor  in  the  right  groin,  well  characterized  as  an  omen- 
tal femoral  hernia.  As  the  case  had  been  rapidly  progressing  to  a  state 
of  articalo  mortis,  I  advised  an  immediate  operation  for  relief  An  in- 
cision was  made  over  the  tumor,  in  the  usual  manner,  till  the  sac  was 
opt^ned,  and  a  large  portion  of  omentum  exposed  adhering  firmly  to  the 
sac ;  it  was  indurated.     Tliis  was  separated  with  my  finger  from  the  sac, 
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and  both  broui;ht  fcjivvaid,  which  exposed  a  small  knuckle  of  intestine, 
strani^ulated  at  the  neck  of  the  sac  quite  on  the  under  side,  and  much 
concealed  from  view,  A  probe-pointed  bistoury  was  passed  between 
the  bowel  and  neck  of  the  sac,  and  carried  towards  the  pubis,  making  an 
opening  sufficient  to  admit  my  finger,  and  the  strictured  portion  of  intes- 
tine replaced  into  the  abdomen. 

As  a  portion  of  the  omentum  had  been  separated  from  the  sac,  to  trace 
out  the  difficulties  that  existed  at  its  neck,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  re- 
move it,  thougli  not  in  a  morbid  state.  For  this  purpose  a  double  suture 
was  passed  through  it,  the  threads  tied,  and  the  outer  portion,  about  three 
ounces,  cut  off  with  the  knife.  The  remaining  {)ortion,  with  the  threads 
brought  out,  was  placed  within  the  abdomen,  the  divided  sac  left  where 
it  was  found,  a  deep  suture  placed  thn^igh  the  external  lips  of  the  wound, 
and  the  whole  supported  with  the  T  bandage.  Enemas  and  mild  ca- 
thartics soon  produced  evacuations  from  the  bowels,  and  recovery  of  the 
patient. 

1  was  recently  called  to  visit  Mrs.  B.,  aged  47,  in  the  town  of  Adams, 
who  had  been  suffering  for  three  days  with  symptoms  of  colic.  Drs. 
Webb  and  Adams  were  in  attendance.  She  had  been  troubled,  some 
years  previous  to  this  attack,  with  a  small  lump,  as  she  called  it,  over  the 
left  groin,  and  stated  that  the  pain  she  now  suffered  commenced  at  that 
spot.  The  gentlemen,  in  their  treatment,  had  attempted  the  reduction 
of  this  tumor ;  and  I  made  efibrts  for  the  same  purpose,  but  without 
producing  any  satisfactory  results.  The  usual  treatment  for  colic  had 
likewise  been  used.  By  examination,  the  case  was  found  well  marked 
as  inguinal  hernia  ;  and  as  no  relief  had  been  given  by  the  usual  mode 
of  treatment,  and  no  hopes  entertained  for  relief  without  an  operation, 
this  was  proposed  and  adopted. 

The  tissues  over  the  tumor  were  divided  in  the  usual  manner,  and  a 
portion  of  peritoneal  sac  exposed  ;  on  the  surface  of  which  was  a  quan- 
tity of  pus,  which  passed  out  with  much  stench.  The  sac  was  thicker 
than  usual,  and  liad  lost  its  healthy  color,  and  its  outer  portion  sphacelated, 
and  with  my  finiier  1  easily  opened  it  so  as  to  examine  its  contents.  A 
mortified  portion  of  intestine  was  confined  at  the  inner  portion,  where  the 
sac  formed  a  stricture  round  it,  and  this  had  participated  in  the  process  of 
gangrene.  The  mortified  portion  of  intestine  appeared  to  be  the  caecum. 
A  quantity  of  offensive  gas  and  fecal  matter  was  discharged  at  the  open- 
ing, from  the  mortified  and  opened  portion  of  intestine. 

As  the  pulse  were  much  depressed,  the  extremities  cold,  witli  much 
anxiety  and  restlessness,  with  tense  abdomen  and  vomiting,  but  little  hope 
of  recovery  was  entertained.  The  opening  and  diseased  parts  were  cov- 
ered with  a  warm  yeast  cataplasm,  stimulating  enemas  directed,  and  diffu- 
sible stimuli  given  ;  sling  ;  warm  water  and  wine  ;  camomile  tea  ;  elix. 
paregoric,  he.  Free  discharges  of  gas  and  feces  continued  to  be  dis- 
charged at  the  opening,  and  a  gradual  change  of  symptoms,  and  recovery, 
followed,  with  a  closing  up  of  all  the  parts  and  natural  action  of  the  bow- 
els.    In  four  monihs  after,  there  was  an  entire  recovery. 

IVIrs.  G.,  of  Le  Ray,  was  attacked   with  symptoms  of  colic,  and  was 
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attended  by  her  family  physician  for  three  days,  who  persevered  during 
the  wliole  of  this  time  in  prescribing  and  using  the  usual  remtidies  for 
cohc.  Not  succeeding  in  giving  relief,  and  investigating  the  case  more 
closely,  the  patient  described  the  pain  as  being  in  the  left  groin.  This 
led  to  a  particular  examination  ;  and  a  tumor  was  found,  characterized  as 
an  inguinal  hernia.  It  was  large,  of  a  dark  color  over  its  outer  surface, 
and  oedematous  around  its  base,  with  thickening  of  integuments  over  the 
labia,  and  upper  portion  of  the  thigh,  &;c.  In  consultation,  she  was  ad- 
vised to  apply  a  warm  cataplasm  and  to  take  stimulants,  in  twelve 
hours  after,  the  tumor  burst  open,  and  a  quantity  of  pus,  fecal  matter, 
and  mortified  portions,  passed  out,  which  left  a  large  cavity  that  exposed 
the  abdominal  muscles,  or  all  the  tissues  which  make  up  the  walls  of  the 
abdomen  at  this  point.  Portions  of  the  dead  bowel,  open  and  separated, 
were  exposed  near  the  neck  of  the  sac,  and  that  was  likewise  in  a  stale 
of  sphacelation. 

Two  days  after,  the  mortified  portions  were  removed  with  the  knife, 
and  the  healthy  parts  brought  near  togetlier  and  confined  by  adhesive 
straps.  A  discharge  of  fecal  matter  continued  at  the  opening,  with  a 
subsidence  of  all  the  alarming  symptoms.  Treatment  similar  to  that 
adopted  in  the  last-mentioned  case,  and  in  a  few  days  a  portion  of  the 
feces  passed  through  the  rectum.  The  sides  of  the  ulcer  were  brouglu 
in  contact  and  supported  by  compresses  and  the  T  bandage,  and  an  en- 
tire recovery  followed. 

In  considering  all  the  causes  that  produce  death  in  hernia,  it  is  impor- 
tant to  remember  that  the  portion  of  intestine,  after  having  been  strangu- 
lated or  even  confined  in  a  sac,  after  liberation  by  taxis  or  an  operation, 
may  have  its  peristaltic  motion,  or  function,  suspended,  and  be  attended 
with  symptoms  of  colic. 

In  some  fevers,  in  their  last  stages,  tympanitic  abdomen  occurs,  with 
hiccupping  as  one  of  the  most  alarming  symptoms.  Active  medicine  ad- 
ministered by  the  mouth,  injections,  and  the  use  of  the  flexible  tube,  will 
often  give  relief  So  in  these  cases  of  suspension  of  the  functions  of  the 
bowels  from  the  effects  of  incarceration,  the  same  remedies  may  be  suc- 
cessfully used. 

I  fully  agree  with  Dr.  Parrish,  who,  in  his  "Surgical  Observations," 
says,  that  "  in  every  case  of  colic,  always  suspect  strangulated  hernia, 
and  in  operating,  always  open  the  sac."  And  I  would  further  add,  if 
symptoms  of  strangulation  continue  after  reduction  by  taxis,  or  severe 
symptoms  of  colic  attend  a  person  with  a  rupture,  open  and  search  out 
the  difficulty. 

There  is  no  subject  in  surgery  that  requires  more  investigation,  or  more 
practical  knowledge  of  all  the  difficulties  to  be  met  with,  than  hernia  ; 
and  these  few  remarks  are  offered  to  those  who  may  be  engaged  in  these 
cases. 

Waterioivn,  N.  Y.,  March  I8th,  1844. 
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AMPUTATION   OF  THE  LEG   IN  THE   MESMERIC  STATE. 

I  Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJouriial.] 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  August,  1843,  Mr.  Luther  Gary,  of  this  city, 
called  at  my  office,  and  expressed  a  desire  for  me  to  Mesmerize  him — said 
if  I  could  put  him  into  a  state  of  insensibility,  he  would  have  me  ampu- 
tate his  right  leg.  His  reasons  for  parting  with  so  important  and  neces- 
sary a  member  were,  that  it  had  been  entirely  useless  for  the  last  fifteen 
years,  caused  by  extensive  caries  of  the  bones  of  the  leg  and  thigh,  which 
commenced  when  he  was  eight  years  of  age — the  leg  drawn  up  at  a  right 
angle  with  the  thigh,  and  a  complete  anchylosis  of  the  knee-joint.  Al- 
though the  ulceration  had  been  healed  for  the  last  ten  years,  the  leg  was 
very  sensitive,  and  troubled  him  much  in  cold  weather.  Mr.  Gary's 
general  health  is  good — is  a  man  of  strong  bilious  temperament,  and 
very  little  impressibility.  I  told  him  that  he  would  be  a  hard  case  to 
Mesmerize — that  it  would  require  many  sittings  to  produce  the  desired 
state  :  but  finally  consented  to  try  the  experiment.  After  sitting  with 
him  thirty  or  forty  times  (several  other  Mesmerizers  having  tried  him  dur- 
ing the  same  time),  I  succeeded  in  producing  a  semi-Mesmeric  state. 
About  this  time  he  appeared  to  have  altered  his  mind  concerning  the  am- 
putation, and  became  quite  sceptical  as  to  Mesmerism,  and  quit  coming 
to  my  office.  I  heard  no  more  about  the  case  until  the  latter  part  of  last 
December,  when  Dr.  Hosea  Rich,  of  this  city,  called  on  me,  and  inform- 
ed me  that  Mr,  Gary  had  applied  to  him  to  amputate  his  leg;  that, being 
aware  that  I  had  been  consulted  in  the  case,  he  declined  having  any- 
thing to  do  with  it,  until  he  had  first  seen  me.  He  expressed  a  wish  for 
me  to  go  to  Mr.  Gary's  house  with  him.  I  accordingly  did,  and  after 
we  had  decided  whereabouts  to  amputate,  and  the  method  of  performing 
the  operation,  on  Mr.  Gary's  asking  if  a  dose  of  opium  could  not  be  given 
him  sufficiently  powerful  to  make  him  nearly  insensil)le  during  the  ampu- 
tation, I  told  liim  that  if  he  would  come  to  my  office  and  give  me  a  fair 
chance,  I  would  iVlesmerize  him  so  that  his  leg  could  be  taken  off"  without 
his  knowing  it.  He  at  fii'st  appeared  unwilling  to  lose  so  much  time  ;  but 
after  being  advised  by  Dr.  Rich  to  try  the  experiment,  he  consented,  al- 
though decidedly  sceptical  as  to  the  result.  I  found  him,  as  to  his  im- 
pressibility, much  as  he  was  before  any  attempt  had  been  made  to  Mes- 
merize him.  I,  however,  after  sitting  with  him  from  thirty  minutes  to  an 
hour  almost  daily  for  thirty  consecutive  days,  succeeded  in  throwing  him 
into  the  desired  state  for  amputation,  and  Saturday,  the  27th  of  January 
last,  was  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  operation. 

On  that  day,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  those  that  were  to  be  present  at 
this  interesting  experiment,  assembled  at  Mr.  Gary's  house,  viz.,  Drs. 
Hosea  Rich,  John  Mason,  George  B.  Rich  and  Gharles  Snell  ;  John  S. 
Sayward,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  Bangor  Daily  Whig  and  Gourier ;  John  E. 
Godfrey,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  Bangor  Daily  Gazette  ;  GeorL^e  VV.  Ladd, 
apothecary,  and  myself.  On  our  arrival,  we  found  Mr.  Gary  walking 
about  the  house.  In  his  presence,  the  bed  to  lay  him  on  after  amputa- 
tion, was  prepared,  the  table  fixed  on  which  the  operation  was  to  be  per- 
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formed,  and  the  bandages  and  surgical  instmments  to  be  used  laid  out. 
At  twenty  minutes  before  12  o'clock,  our  patient  hopped  on  to  (he  table, 
and  1  commenced  Mesmerizing  him,  and  at  ten  minutes  past  12  he  was 
in  the  Mesmeric  state.  He  then  said  he  would  not  have  his  leg  anipu- 
tated.  1  replied,  it  should  be  just  as  he  said  about  it ;  if  lie  did  not 
want  it  done  then,  he  might  set  the  time  when  he  would.  He  said,  if  I 
could  get  him  thoroughly  Mesmerized  he  would  have  it  done  at  4  o'clock 
that  afternoon,  and  that  1  must  send  the  other  doctors  away  until  ihat 
time.  Dr.  H.  Rich,  in  the  mean  time,  had  commenced  the  operation. 
He  at  times  was  quite  uneasy  from  apprehension  that  1  would  permit  the 
operation  to  be  performed  at  that  time.  He  accused  me  of  letting  some 
one  pinch  his  loot — at  one  time  said  he  had  the  cramp  in  his  knee — w  as 
very  talkative  during  the  whole  operation,  which  was  necessarily  a  very 
protracted  and  difficult  one,  owing  to  disorganization  produced  by  previ- 
ous disease.  When  the  arteries  were  l)eini:  taken  up  and  the  dressings 
applied,  I  excited  Miithfidness,  and  he  laughed  most  nierrily  ;  on  Tune 
being  excited,  he  sang  several  tunes  with  much  animation.  The  dress- 
ings being  finished,  he  was  placed  in  bed,  just  one  hour  and  twenty 
minutes  from  the  time  he  went  on  to  the  table.  I  now  asked  him  how  he 
felt.  He  answered,  "  first  rate  ;"  "  but,"  said  he,  "  Doctor,  if  I  had  not 
jawed  you.  I  believe  you  would  have  let  ihem  cut  my  leg  off."  IMirth- 
fulness  and  Tune  were  again  excited,  attended  by  the  usual  manifestations. 
After  conversing  with  him  some  time  longer,  and  all  the  company  present 
being  fully  satisfied  that  he  was  still  in  the  Mesmeric  state,  and  had  no 
idea  that  l)is  leg  was  amputated,  I  restored  him  to  his  natural  state  by 
making  a  few  reverse  passes.  On  opening  his  eyes  and  looking  round 
the  room,  he  appeared  somewhat  surprised  at  seeing  so  many  persons 
present,  but  in  other  respects  perfectly  natural,  as  though  nothing  unusual 
had  happened,  and  did  not  at  first  have  any  idea  that  his  leg  was  ampu- 
tated— but  after  conversing  with  him  a  few  minutes,  he  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  this  was  probably  the  case,  from  the  fact  that  he  was  in  bed, 
but  not  from  any  pain  or  smarting  in  the  stump. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  there  was  no  physical  suiTei'ing  attending 
the  operation,  that  the  uneasiness  manifested  was  the  result  of  apprehen- 
sion, and  that,  had  he  been  Mesmerized  without  knowing  the  operation 
was  to  be  performed  at  that  time,  he  would  have  been  perfectly  quiet 
during  tlie  whole  time.  Some  gentlemen  present  thought  there  might 
have  been  physical  suffering,  although  the  patient  seemed  to  have  for- 
gotten it  on  being  restored  to  the  natural  state.  1  cotitended,  if  that 
were  the  case,  there  would  have  been  the  smarting  and  pain,  when  re- 
stored to  the  natural  state,  usually  experienced  after  such  an  operation. 
In  order  to  test  the  matter  more  fully,  on  the  fifth  day  after  the  operation, 
the  lime  previously  agreed  upon  for  removing  the  first  dressings,  I  went 
to  Mr.  Gary's  house,  and  causing  him  to  believe  that  we  should  not  dress 
the  stump  before  the  next  day,  1  proposed  Mesmerizing  him,  to  which  he 
consented.  I  accordingly  threw  him  into  the  Mesmeric  state  in  a  very 
few  minutes.  Drs.  H.  Rich,  John  Mason,  and  George  B.  Rich,  having 
in  the  mean  time  arrived,  agreeable  to  previous  concert,  were  then  called 
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in,  and  we  proceeded  to  remove  the  bandages  and  dress  the  wound, 
which  was  done  witliout  his  nranifesting  the  least  consciousness  of  what 
we  were  doing.  The  wound  looked  remarkably  well.  After  the  dress- 
ing was  completed,  and  the  above-named  gentlemen  having  left  the  room, 
I  restored  him  to  his  natural  state.  As  soon  as  he  opened  his  eyes,  he 
asked  me  how  long  he  had  been  asleep.  I  told  him  more  than  half  an 
hour.  He  seemed  much  surprised,  and  said  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
more  than  two  or  three  minutes.  1  remarked  to  him  that  1  believed  the 
other  doctors  had  arrived  and  were  in  the  other  room,  and  if  so  we  had 
time  enough  to  dress  his  stump  that  afternoon.  He  replied,  that  if  they 
had  come  and  we  sliould  proceed  to  dress  his  stump,  he  would  not 
be  Mesmerized — he  thought  it  would  not  hurt  him  much — that  he  could 
bear  it,  and  that  he  wished  to  see  how  it  looked  himself.  The  other 
physicians  now  came  into  the  room,  and  he  remarked  to  them  that  he 
was  glad  they  had  come — that  from  what  1  had  told  liim  he  did  not  ex- 
pect them  before  the  next  day — he  thought  it  was  time  the  wound  was 
dressed — felt  afraid  that  it  was  not  doing  well — that  it  was  discharging 
very  freely.  Dr.  Rich  said  to  him,  "  let  us  see  bow  much  it  is  running," 
and  lifted  the  bed  clothes  so  as  to  expose  the  limb.  Gary  rose  up  to 
show  us  where  it  had  run  through  the  dressings  on  to  the  pillow  on  which 
it  rested,  and  to  his  surprise  could  not  see  the  evidence  of  its  having  dis- 
charged any,  and  thinking  his  vision  might  be  in  fault,  brought  his  eyes 
nearer,  when  he  discovered  that  every  thing  was  clean  about  the  stump. 
He  raised  his  eyes  with  an  inquiring  look  as  if  to  ask  an  explanation. 
We  all  burst  out  laughing,  and  1  never  saw  such  perfect  astonishment  de- 
picted on  the  countenance  of  any  one  before,  as  was  to  be  seen  in  Gary's. 
He  at  first  appeared  to  be  almost  angry  with  me,  and  thought  1  had  car- 
ried the  joke  a  little  too  far ;  but  as  soon  as  he  had  time  for  reflection, 
was  quite  glad  the  job  was  over. 

Mr.  Gary's  recovery  has  been  quite  rapid,  and  he  is  now  (Feb.  26th) 
about  house  in  his  usual  good  health. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  the  above-detailed  statement  of  facts,  accompanied  with  the 
following  certificates,  is  deemed  worthy  a  place  in  your  valuable  .Journal, 
it  is  at  your  service.  Respectfully,  Josiah  Deane. 

Bangor,  Me.,  March  \2th,  1844. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  am  the  abovp-named  Luther  Gary,  and  thai  the 
communication  made  by  Dr.  Josiah  Deane  relative  to  my  being  Me.s- 
merized,and  my  right  ]e2f  amputated  when  in  the  Mesmeric  state,  is  true, 
so  I'ar  as  I  have  knowledge  of  the  facts.  1  would  further  certify,  that  I 
have  not  the  least  consciousness  of  physical  suffering  during  the  opera- 
tion, nor  the  faintest  recollection  of  anything  that  transpired  after  about 
five  minutes  from  the  time  I  vvenl  on  to  the  table  to  he  Mesmerized,  until 
I  found  myself  in  bed,  minus  my  right  leg  ;  and  furthermore,  when  the  first 
dressings  were  removed,  all  that  1  know  about  it  is,  that  Dr.  Deane  Mes- 
merized me,  and  when  he  restored  me  to  my  natural  state,  to  my  great 
surprise,  I  found  my  stump  had  been  dressed.  Luther  Cary. 

Bangor,  February  27th, 'iSi'i.. 
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I  was  present  and  performed  the  operation  of  amputating  the  right  leg 
of  the  above-named  Luther  Gary,  on  the  27th  of  January  last,  wfiilst  he 
was  in  the  Mesmeric  state,  and  I  was  likewise  present  and  dressed  his 
stump  on  the  first  day  of  Februarys  when  he  was  in  a  similar  state,  and 
lake  pleasure  in  certifying  that  all  the  statements  relative  to  that  interest- 
ing case,  contained  in  the  above  communication  by  Dr.  Josiah  Deane,  are 
strictly  true,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Bangor,  March  1,  1814.  '  H,  Rich. 

I  was  present  when  Dr.  Rich  amputated  the  leg  of  the  above-named 
L.  Gary,  on  the  27th  of  January  last,  and  was  likewise  present  at  the 
dressing  of  the  stump  on  the  1st  of  February  last,  and  concur  in  certify- 
ing to  the  truth  of  the  above  communication.  J.   M.\son. 

Bangor,  March  1,  1844. 

I  was  present  and  assisted  my  father,  Dr.  Hosea  Rich,  when  he  ampu- 
tated the  leg  of  Mr.  Luther  Gary  on  the  27th  of  January  last,  and  like- 
wise at  the  dressing  of  his  slump  on  the  1st  of  February  last,  and  most 
cordially  concur  in  certifying  to  the  truth  of  the  above  communication  by 
Dr.  Deane.  Geo.  B.  Rich. 

Bangor,  March  2d,  1844. 

By  invitation  I  was  present  at  the  taking  ofTof  Luther  Gary's  limb,  and 
ihough  I  have  never  yet  assented  to  all  the  claims  of  the  friends  of  Mes- 
merism, I  do  believe,  and  cheerfully  attest,  that  the  history  of  that  opera- 
tion, written  by  Dr.  Deane,  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  truth. 

Ba)igor,  Fehj'uary  27th,  1844.  Gharles  Snell. 

I  was  present  ai  the  amputation  of  the  leg  of  Mr.  Luther  Gary,  as  stnied 
in  the  foregoing  communication  of  Dr.  Josiah  Deane,  and  cheerfully 
state  that,  so  far  as  my  observation  extended,  the  account  given  by  hiui 
is  strictly  true.  John  S.   Saywaed. 

Ba7igor,  March  I,  1844. 

I  was  present  at  the  amputation  mentioned  in  the  above  account  by  Dr. 
Deane,  and  certify  that  his  statement  respecting  the  same  is  correct,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  John  E.  Godfrey. 

Bangor,  March  1,  1844. 

I  vvas  present  at  the  above-mentioned  amputation,  and  concur  in  certi- 
fying to  the  truth  of  the  communication  by  Dr.  Josiah  Deane  concerning 
ihe  same.  George  W.  Ladd. 

Bangor,  March  1,  1844. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  gentlemen  whose  names  appear  in  the  foreg-oing 
communication  by  Dr.  Deane,  have  long  been  known  to  me  as  residents 
in  this  ciiy,  and  as  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability  in  their  several 
professions  and  callings.  Bradford  Harlow, 

Bangor,  March  11,  1844.  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Bangor, 


"  THE   GROWTH    OF  THE    BEARD    MEDICALLY   CONSIDERED." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Under  this  head,  there  appeared  in  your  excellent  Journal  of  Nov, 
Ij  1843,  an  article  with  which  1  was  much  pleased  ;  and  as  it  was  ex- 
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tensively  copied  into  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  1  infer  that  it  is  a  subject 
upon  whicli  the  public  are  willing  to  hear  more.  I  was  in  liopes  that 
something  more  upon  the  same  matter  would  follow  in  the  Journal,  from 
son)e  of  your  able  correspondents  ;  for  if  the  beard  has  a  bearing  upon 
the  laws  of  health,  the  Journal,  as  devoted  to  the  investigation  of  these 
laws,  is  the  proper  place  for  such  discussion  to  begin.  Tliose  who  make 
the  human  system  their  study — its  physiology  and  pathology — are  of 
course  more  competent  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  these  ditFerent  phases  of 
existence  than  the  world  at  large.  But  the  medical  man  should  be  some- 
thing more  than  the  mere  prescriber  of  drugs.  He  should  lay  bare  the 
false,  silly  and  pernicious  customs  which  are  antagonist  to  health  ;  and  I 
am  happy  to  remark  that  the  Journal  has  "  done  the  State  some  service  " 
in  this  line,  [t  is  these  labors  which  give  the  Journal  its  greatest  value 
in  my  eyes  ;  for  moral  health,  as  well  as  physi(;ai,  is  benefited  thereby. 
The  fict,  that  in  tlie  creation  of  man,  the  Almiglity  in  his  perfect  work, 
for  wise  purposes,  planted  a  l)eard  upon  his  face — making  it  a  law  of  his 
physical  bein^f — should  make  us  pause  before  we  lay  the  razor  to  its  roots, 
and  cut  it  down  as  a  tree  of  evil  fruit.  VVluit  glaring  incongruity  in 
those  who  condemn  the  beard  as  a  needless  and  damnable  appendage,  yet 
reverence,  as  the  word  of  God,  the  Levitical  Law,  which  is  quite  as  ex- 
plicit in  forbidtiing  the  shaving  of  the  beard — except  incases  of  disease — 
as  in  the  command  to  remember  the  Sabbath  day  and  keep  it  holy. 

For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  think  that  man  has  improved  the  work  of 
Omniscience  in  personal  appearance  or  physical  well-being,  by  emasculat- 
ing his  face  with  a  razor.  Your  correspondent  has  shown  that  diseases 
of  the  throat,  in  many  cases,  are  directly  traceable  to  the  shaving  of  the 
heard.  My  experience  corroborates  his  statement — having  worn,  for  the 
last  half  dozen  years,  neither  stock  nor  other  neck  bandage,  but  in  lieu 
thereof  much  of  the  beard,  and  have  escapeti  affections  of  the  throat; 
whereas,  before  taking  this  course,  I  was  much  subject  to  them.  Physio- 
logically, then,  it  would  appear  that  man  has  not  only  not  improved  the 
work  of  his  Maker,  but  for  his  presumption  has  not  in  this  respect,  more 
than  in  others,  escaped  the  penalty  of  a   violated  law  of  his  being. 

The  wearing  of  the  beard,  or  its  extinction,  in  past  ages,  is  but  a  tran- 
script of  the  fashion  of  those  ages.  The  long  flowing  beards  and  the 
woman-faced  men  have  frequently  alternated  in  the  different  ages  of  the 
world  ;  and  beards  seem  now  to  be  coming  into  Hivor  again.  The  Bi- 
ble and  Nature  are  certainly  on  the  side  of  beards,  however  much  effemi- 
nacy may  proscribe  them.  Christ  is  never  seen  in  portrait  with  a  beard- 
less chin.  A  scrap  of  history  particularizes  his  hair  and  his  beard  ;  and 
Tertullian,  an  early  Christian  Father,  declares  the  shaving  of  the  beard 
10  be  "  blasj)hemy  against  the  face." 

The  Pilgrim  Fathers,  as  represented  str.nding  upon  Plymouth  Rock, 
aie  bearded  men.  Governor  Winthrop  is  a  bearded  man  of  his  day  ;  but 
before  the  opening  of  the  18th  century  beanis  appear  to  have  become 
nearly  or  quite  extinct.  A  portion  of  the  aristocracy  of  South  Carolina 
are  in  the  habit  of  wearing  their  beards,  but  for  the  last  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  woman-faced  men  in  this  country  and  in  much  of  Europe,  have; 
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been  in  the  ascendant.  In  these  portions  of  the  world,  the  bondage  of 
the  beard  to  the  dictatorship  of  an  efFeininale  fashion,  has  been  complete  ; 
but  the  day  will  come  when  it  will  again  come  forth,  "  redeemed,  re- 
generated and  disenthralled." 

An  English  Magazine  of  much  eminence  has  some  very  excellent  re- 
tnarks  upon  the  propriety  of  shaving  or  letting  the  beard  grow,  besides 
an  historical  disquisition  upon  the  same.  The  summing  up  of  tlie  writer, 
without  any  reference  to  the  medical  bearings  of  the  heard,  is  that  "  it 
may  he  said  that  the  law  of  this  matter  should  be  lor  every  man  to  shave 
or  not  to  shave,  as  his  age,  circumstances,  pursuits  and  inclinations,  might 
render  the  most  convenient." 

I  will  make  an  extract  from  this  writer,  and  I  should  like  to  quote  him 
more  largely  were  it  not  presuming  too  much  upon  the  pages  of  the  Jour- 
nal.    He  says  : — 

"  On  the  side  of  beards,  it  has  been  argued  that  nature  must  have  be- 
stowed such  an  appendage  for  the  purpose  of  being  worn  ;  and  that,  as 
Tertulliim  affirmed,  it  is  blasphemy  against  the  face  to  reject  it.  It  is 
certain,  also,  that  a  well-kept  beard  adds  greatly  to  dignity  of  appearance, 
and  finely  sets  off  the  other  parts  of  the  countenance,  and  in  particular 
gives  great  expression  to  the  eyes.  A  comparison  of  bearded  and  beard- 
less portraits  is  generally  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  former.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  suppose  that  Leonardo  da  Vinca,  or  Cardinal  Bembo,  or  Cranmer, 
or  the  Shah  of  Persia,  would  look  so  well  without  their  beards  ;  and  in 
Turkey,  it  is  impossible  to  compare  the  men  who  have  been  shaven,  and 
otherwise  Europeanized,  with  the  bearded  civilians  in  their  flowing  robes, 
without  that  the  former  are,  to  use  an  Oriental  simile,  '  plucked  pigeons' 
in  comparison.  We  have  heard  much  of  the  dignified  and  stately  appear- 
ance of  the  Turks,  but  such  a  comparison  enables  us  to  perceive  that 
most  of  their  dignity  is  in  their  beards  and  their  dresses.  Then  we  must 
lake  into  the  account  the  trouble  of  shaving,  which  made  Seume,  a  Ger- 
man writer,  say  in  his  'Journal' — 'To-day  I  threw  my  powder  appa- 
ratus out  of  the  window.  When  will  come  the  blessed  day  when  I  shall 
send  the  shaving  apparatus  after  it!'  " 

I  will  close  with  a  quotation  from  "Walker  on  Beauty."  In 
speaking  of  shaving  the  beard,  he  says,  it  "  has  especially  been  the 
case  in  degenerate  and  effeminate  times  ;  and  this  has  sometimes  been 
accompanied  by  remarkable  consequences. 

"  One  of  the  greatest  misfortimes,  says  a  French  writer,  which  France 
ever  had  to  lament,  the  divorce  of  Louis  le  Jeune  from  Elinor  of  Guy- 
enne,  resulted  from  the  fashion,  which  this  prince  wished  to  introduce,  of 
shaving  his  chin  and  cropping  his  head.  The  queen,  his  wife,  who 
appears  to  have  possessed,  with  a  masculine  beauty,  considerable  acute- 
ness  of  intellect,  observed,  v\ith  some  displeasure,  that  she  imagined  her- 
self to  have  espoused  a  monarch,  not  a  monk.  The  obstinacy  of  Louis 
in  shaving  himself,  and  the  horror  conceived  by  Elinor  at  the  sight  of  a 
beardless  chin,  occasioned  France  the  loss  of  those  fine  provinces  which 
constituted  the  dowry  of  this  princess  ;  and  which,  devolving  to  England 
by  a  second  marriage,  became  the  source  of  wars  which  desolated  France 
during  four  hundred  years. 
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"  The  habit  of  wearing  the  beard  is  a  manly  and  noble  one.  Nature 
made  it  distinctive  of  the  male  and  female;  and  its  abandonment  has  com- 
monly been  accompanied  not  only  by  periods  of  general  effeminacy,  but 
even  by  tlie  decline  and  fall  of  States.  They  were  bearded  Romans  who 
conquered  the  then  beardless  Greeks  ;  tl)ey  were  bearded  Goths  who 
vanquished  the  then  beardless  Romans  ;  and  they  are  bearded  Tartars 
who  now  promise  once  more  to  inundate  the  regions  occupied  by  the 
shaven  and  effeminate  people  of  western  Europe.  Those,  assuredly, 
blunder,  who  ridicule  the  wearing  of  the  beard.  Silly  affectation,  on  the 
contrary,  is  imputable  only  to  tliose  who,  by  removing  the  beard,  take  the 
trouble  so  far  to  emasculate  themselves  !  and  who  think  themselves  beau- 
tified by  an  unnatural  imitation  of  the  smoother  face  of  woman  ! " 

March  25,  1844.  P.  B.  C. 


CARCINOMATOUS   TUMORS   OF   THE   STOMACH    AND   LIVER. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  WAS  called,  on  the  12th  of  November  last,  to  prescribe  for  Mrs.  D.  C. 
(Dr.  Herrick,  my  partner,  who  had  previously  had  the  charge  of  her,  be- 
ing absent),  who  supposed  herself  suffering  from  dyspepsia.  I  obtained 
from  her  the  following  history  of  her  disease.  She  had  been  subject  to 
attacks  of  dyspepsia  from  childhood,  which  increased  in  frequency  and 
severity,  until,  at  30,  she  was  constantly  an  invalid.  She  had  used,  fi-om 
time  to  time,  many  of  the  pretended  specifics  for  that  disease,  but  without 
experiencing  other  than  a  temporary  alleviation  of  the  worst  symptoms  ; 
tiusting  finally  to  stimulant  tonics  and  an  occasional  mild  cathartic,  and 
becoming  gradually  weaker  and  more  emaciated  until  I  saw  her.  I  found 
her  with  a  skin  dry  and  yellow  ;  conjunctiva  clear  ;  some  pain  in  the 
head  ;  tongue  smooth,  moist,  and  rather  light  colored  ;  severe  lancinating 
pain  through  the  chest  and  under  both  scapulce  ;  dull,  heavy  pain,  with 
some  fulness  and  tenderness  in  the  epigastrium  ;  bowels  constipated  ;  no 
pain,  tenderness  or  enlargement  over  the  liver;  no  appetite;  pulse  80 
to  85.  She  continued  much  in  this  state,  with  occasional  vomiting,  until 
Dec.  4th,  when  she  ejected  from  t[)e  stomach,  with  a  slight  effort,  eight 
or  ten  ounces  of  a  mixture  of  blood,  bile,  and  a  small  quantity  of  pus, 
that  gave  off  a  strong  putrescent  odor.  This  was  repeated  two  or  three 
times  in  twenty-four  hours,  for  three  days.  About  this  time  we  discover- 
ed a  firm,  spherical  tumor  in  the  left  epigastric  region,  its  situation  chang- 
ing, at  different  periods,  fiom  two  inches  to  the  left  and  one  above  the 
umbilicus,  to  directly  under  the  union  of  the  twelfth  rib  with  its  cartilage. 
From  the  10th  of  December  she  experienced  but  little  if  any  sevei-e  pain; 
the  vomiting  had  abated  ;  tongue  red  and  dry ;  bowels  still  inactive  ;  very 
weak  and  much  emaciated  ;  pulse  95  to  100.  January  1st,  she  was 
seized  with  excruciating  spasmodic  pain,  beginning  in  the  tumor,  over  the 
whole  body,  which  continued,  with  few  remissions,  until  she  died,  Janu- 
ary 3d. 

A  'post-mortem  examination  revealed  a  disease  of  the  digestive  organs 
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as  follows  : — There  was  no  perceptible  eniargement  over  any  of  the  vis- 
cera to  be  seen  externally.  The  lungs  and  heart  were  normal.  Peri- 
card'mm  contained  two  ounces  of  serum.  The  liver  firmly  adhered  to 
the  diaphragm,  while  upon  the  left  side,  anteriorly,  were  three  hard,  lobu- 
lated,  light-colored  tumors,  from  a  half  to  an  inch  in  diameter  ;  and  on 
the  right  a  dark-brown  spot,  extending  two  and  a  half  to  three  inches, 
and  puckered  like  a  recent  cicatrix.  Upon  dissecting  off  the  serous  cov- 
ering, we  came  upon  a  softened  medullary  tumor,  occupying  at  least  one 
half  of  the  lobe.  The  gall-bladder  was  natural,  and  half  filled  with  a 
dark-green  bile.  The  stomach  was  somewhat  contracted,  its  bloodvessels 
distended,  and  the  mucous  coat  throughout  much  thickened  ;  while  in  the 
cul-de-sac  oi  xhn  splenic  portion  was  a  lobulated  mass,  two  and  a  half  by 
three  inches  in  diameter  and  six  to  eighteen  lines  in  thickness,  of  a  dark-red 
color  at  the  edges,  and  a  brown  with  green  tinge  and  softened  in  the  cen- 
tre ;  the  interior  exhibited  a  similar  appearance  to  those  upon  the  liver. 
Some  inflamed  mucous  patches  were  found  along  both  the  large  and  small 
intestines.     The  head  was  not  examined.     Other  organs  healthy. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  perhaps,  that  the  vomiting  of  the  bloody,  offensive 
liquid,  ceased  at  once  after  the  administration  of  the  creosote,  which  was 
continued  as  freely  as  the  patient  could  bear,  with  a  marked  diminution  of 
the  pain. 

Could  any  treatment,  at  any  period  of  this  disease,  have  arrested  its 
progress,  or  prolonged  for  any  considerable  time  the  life  of  the  patient  ? 
And  could  it  have  been  diagnosticated  accurately  during  life  ? 

Hillsborough,  111.,  March,  1844.  A.  Sumner  Haskell. 


EXPERIMENTS   IN    MEDICINE. 

From  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes's  Address   before  the  Boylston  Med.  Society. 

In  a  recent  work  of  fiction,  read  by  unprecedented  numbers  in  both 
hemispheres,  the  author  has  held  up  the  medical  profession,  in  the  person 
of  an  imnginary  physician  of  a  Parisian  hospital,  to  the  observation  of  the 
world  at  large.  The  character  of  Dr.  Griffon,  as  delineated  in  the  Myste- 
ries of  Paris,  is  an  indictment  of  the  scientific  physician  at  the  bar  of  the 
novel-reading  public.  1  will  not  stop  to  criticize  the  work  in  which  it  is 
found.  Many  of  you  are  familiar  with  its  brilliancy  of  invention,  and 
variety  of  incident,  its  charming  i)npossibilities,  and  the  talking  macninery 
which  plays  the  parts  of  its  different  characters.  In  this  book,  which  is 
a  poem  founded  on  the  well  known  work  of  Parent  Duchatelet,  where 
bursts  of  enthusiastic  morality  are  succeeded  by  the  inflammatory  love- 
songs  of  a  posturing  Creole,  and  projects  of  reforming  society  are  skipped 
by  impatient  adolescents  that  they  may  read  the  chapter  devoted  to  the 
description  of  erotic  mania,  accusations  are  bi'ought  forward  that  sooner 
or  later  m;my  of  you  will  be  destined  to  hear  reechoed. 

The  first  charge  is  founded  on  an  absurd  misrepresentation  of  the  mode 
sometimes  adopted  in  hospitals  or  elsewhere  to  determine  the  true  relative 
value  of  different  modes  of  treatment.     You  take  a  hundred  patients, 
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says  jVI.  Eugene  Sue,  try  one  experiment  upon  them,  and  see  how  many 
die  ;  then  take  another  hundred,  and  try  another  experiment,  and  see 
how  many  die  under  that  treatment.  This  argumenium  ad  invidiam 
inay  hereafter  serve  a  mob  as  the  pretext  for  tearing  down  a  hospital. 
But  is  it  not  clear  that  more  than  one  mode  of  treatnient,  in  some  diseases, 
has  a  positive  claim  to  trial?  This  is  so  manifest  tiiat,  ten  to  one,  the 
very  (leclaimer  against  trying  experiments  is  clamorous  that  some  notion 
or  oiher  he  has  taken  up  should  have  a  fair  trial  ;  that  is,  should  he  ex- 
perimented with  on  iuunan  beings.  The  true  question  for  the  jury  is  not, 
"  Do  hospital  or  other  physicians  try  experiments?"  for,  strictly  speaking, 
every  administration  of  a  remedy  is  an  experiment — but,  "  Do  they 
study  diligently  the  claims  of  all  new  and  old  methods,  and  do  they 
know  how  to  select  those  which  offer  the  best  chance  of  proving  useful  ?'* 
Either  the  best  mode  of  treating  a  disease  is  positively  ascertained  or  not. 
If  it  is  ascertained,  no  man  would  think  of  employing  a  method  known 
10  be  a  comparatively  bad  one.  If  it  is  a  question  between  two  or  more 
methods  of  treatment  which  is  best,  and  if  there  is  abundant  and  satisfac- 
tory proof  that  both  are  good  and  safe,  how  absurd  to  say  that  the  phy- 
sician is  not  authorized  to  try  more  than  one  1  Which  one  shall  it  be  ? 
Who  shall  dictate  ?  What  can  decide  between  them  but  a  competent 
trial?  Why  have  a  medical  profession,  except  to  know,  first,  what  reme- 
dies are  always  certain,  and  secondly,  and  ten  times  oftener,  wliat  are  most 
deserving  of  trial  where  certainly  does  not  exist  ? 

It  is  clear  in  the  next  place,  that  if  the  physician  has  a  right  to  try  a 
given  mode  of  treatment  once,  which  will  generally  decide  nothing  at  all, 
he  has  a  right  to  try  it  repeatedly ;  perhaps  ten  times,  perhaps  a  hundred, 
according  to  circumstances.  It  is  as  clear  that  he  is  perfectly  justified  in 
counting  the  days,  weeks  or  months  that  each  case  may  have  lasted,  the 
number  of  times  this  or  that  symptom  appeared,  the  proportion  of  cases 
that  recovered  or  terminated  fatally. 

The  dealers  in  the  rag  fair  of  light  literature  have  taken  a  great  fancy, 
of  late,  to  airing  their  philanthropy  and  morality.  Everything  must 
come  successively  into  fashion,  even  the  virtues ;  but  when  a  forn)er 
"  elegant  voluptuary  ^'  undertakes  to  reform  abuses,  we  have  a  right  to 
regret  that  he  did  not  give  the  time  to  learning  the  facts  concerning  these 
supposed  abuses,  which  he  wasted  on  his  banquets  and  his  odalisques. 
Dr.  Griffon  may  very  probably  stand  for  the  founder  of  the  numerical 
system.  It  is  true  that  Louis,  after  having  employed  the  more  ordinary 
treatment  of  fever  for  some  years,  and  learned  its  general  degree  of  suc- 
cess, determined  to  n)ake  trial  of  another  method,  and  that  not  in  one  or 
two  cases  only,  but  in  a  sufficient  number  to  furnish  some  term  of  com- 
parison with  his  former  method.  Here  is  one  of  those  heartless  experi- 
ments that  M.  Sue  holds  up  to  the  horror  of  his  slip-shod  thousands  of 
readers.  But  what  was  this  method  that  Louis  thus  ventured  to  subject 
to  trial  ?  It  was  the  plan  [)roposed  and  followed  for  many  years  by  M. 
Laroque,  a  physician  in  a  French  hospital  ;  and  which  had  acquired  a 
reputation,  seemingly  not  without  foundation,  of  being  attended  with  a 
truly  remarkable  degree  of  success. 
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Hard  times  for  the  physician  of  the  nineteenth  century  !  The  phi- 
Janthropist  at  his  right  ear  brands  him  as  a  murderous  bigot,  if  he  will 
not  try  a  new  and  vaunted  method,  and  the  philanthropist  at  his  left  ear 
calls  him  an  experimenting  homicide,  if  he  tries  it  in  the  only  way  that 
can  lead  to  any  definite  conclusion  as  to  its  value. 
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Mechanical  Cure  of  Diseases. — A  small  treatise,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  E. 
P.  Banning,  entitled  "  Popular  Lectures  on  the  Mechanical  Nature  and 
Physical  Cure  of  Chronic  Diseases  of  the  Trunk,"  has  been  recently 
published  in  this  city.  On  Friday  evening,  the  29th  of  March,  the  au- 
thor inv'ited  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  of  Boston  to  a  lecture 
at  the  Tremont  Temple,  in  order  to  hear  an  explanation  of  his  peculiar 
views  in  regard  to  the  mechanical  origin  of  very  many  diseases.  We 
were  among  the  number  present,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  observe  that 
Dr.  Banning  exhibited  a  familiarity  with  anatomy  and  the  laws  of  phy- 
siology, and  very  ingeniously  accounted  for  a  host  of  maladies  which 
have  ordinarily  been  referred  to  other  causes.  According  to  his  theory, 
since  a  mechanical  displacement  of  some  of  the  abdominal  organs  pro- 
duces a  specific  disease,  a  mechanical  remedy  is  the  true  method  of  re- 
storing the  organic  machinery  to  its  original  condition.  To  etfect  an  ob- 
ject so  desirable,  he  applies  a  spino-abdominal  supporter  to  the  base  of 
the  pyramid,  which  is  so  constructed  that  it  lifts  upward  and  inward, 
and  thus  the  muscles  in  front,  already  relaxed  and  put  upon  an  unnatural 
stretch,  recover  their  pristine  tension,  ultimately,  and  the  patient  is 
restored. 

This  is  but  a  faint  outline  of  a  subject  to  which  Dr.  Banning  appears 
to  have  given  long  and  devoted  attention. 


Jefferson  Medical  College. — No  medical  institution  has  a  better  reputa- 
tion than  the  Jefferson.  The  classes  which  are  congregated  there  from 
year  to  year,  are  evidences  of  an  extensive  influence,  and  an  elevated 
character.  At  the  late  Commencement,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  : 

G.  W.  Allen,  N.  Jersey  ;  B.  A.  Allison,  la.  ;  J.  R.  Anderson,  Pa.  ;  W. 
L.  Antony,  Ala. ;  E.  J.  Baily,  Pa. ;  W.  Baily,  Pa. ;  S.  G.  Bailey,  N.  Y.  ; 
J.  S.  Bayn,  Va.  ;  J.  M.  Barclay,  Va.  ;  J.  W.  Barcroft,  N.  J. ;  P.  G.  Ber- 
tolette,  Pa.;  S.  W.  Blanchard,  Me.  ;  C.  H.  Bressler,  Pa.  ;  S.  S.  Brooks, 
Mass.  ;  G.  W.  Brown,  Pa. ;  T.  J.  Buffincrion.  Va.  ;  N.  Burr,  N.  J.  ;  W. 
H.  Burr,  Pa.  ;  R.  S.  Callaway,  Ga.  ;  A.  B.  Campbell,  Pa  ;  J.  S.  Carpen- 
ter, Pa.  ;  H.  T.  Child,  Pa.  ;  C.  J.  Clark,  M.D.,  Ala.  ;  J.  P.  Colgan,  Del. ; 
J.  Conrad,  Pa.  ;  J.  Cox,  Pa.  ;  E.  Cronin,  Jr.,  Pa.  ;  A.  S.  Cummings,  Pa. ; 
P.  W.  Dawson,  Tenn.  ;  S.  S.  Dana,  N.  H.  ;  E.  G.  Desnoyers,  llich.  ; 
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G.  Z.  Dimock,  Pa.  ;  T.  W.  Drake,  Pa.  ;  VV.  W.  Durham,  Ga. ;  S. 
Emanuel,  Miss.  ;  W.  P.  Esrey,  Pa.  ;  S.  F.  Fisler.  N.  J.  ;  T.  Fitch,  N. 
Y.  ;  J.  D.  Ford,  N.  H.  :  W.  Furse,  S.  C.  ;  J.  B.  Gilman,  N.  J.  ;  Z.  B. 
J.  Griffing,  Miss.  ;  J.  Haines,  Pa. ;  W.  H.  Hanly,  Pa  ;  E.  M.  Hardcastle, 
Md.  ;  J.  M.  Harlow,  Mass.  ;  S.  Harris,  Va. ;  A.  Harshberefer,  Pa.  ;  J. 
H.  Haskell,  Mass. ;  L.  W.  Hayes,  Del.  ;  R.  B.  Haywood,  N.  C.  ;  D.  Hen- 
derson, Pa.  ;  J.  S.  Hill,  Pa. ;  ^V.  T.  Howard,  Va. ;  J.  R.  Hoskins,  Pa.  ; 
J.  Hannon,  Pa.  ;  S.  B.  Irwin,  Pa. ;  H.  C.  Johnes,  0. ;  W.  R.  Johnston, 
Vir.  ;  S.  Keneacry,  Pa.  ;  H.  H.  King,  Ga. ;  J.  S.  Kuhn,  0.  ;  P.  H.  Lang, 
Pa.  ;  A  Martin,  Ky. ;  J.  Martin,  Pa. ;  J.  D.  Maxwell,  la. ;  J.  F.  Miller, 
Ala. ;  G.  H.  Mitchell,  N.  C. ;  J.  E.  Moore,  Va.  ;  J.  Moyer,  Pa.  ;  J.  M. 
McClure,  Pa. ;  D.  L.  F.  Oatman,  Pa. ;  A.  V.  B.  Orr,  Pa.  ;  T.  J.  Owen, 
Va.  ;  E.  Parrish,  Pa. ;  VV.  B.  Paxton,  Va. ;  A.  Pearson,  Pa. ;  R.  A.  Phelps, 
Va. ;  W.  A.  Piper,  Pa. ;  F.  B.  Foley,  Pa. ;  T.  B.  Powell,  N.  C. ;  W.  T. 
Preniis,  Va.  ;  J.  R.  Quinan,  Pa. ;  N.  W.  Riddle,  Ga.  •  J.  Risley,  N.  J. ; 
F.  Robie.  Me.  ;  W.  W.  Rodman,  Conn. ;  F.  Scammon,  Me.  ;  B.  W.  Sea- 
brook,  S.  C.  ;  E.  \V.  Southwick,  Me. ;  J.  S.  Spriggs,  Pa.  ;  G.  K.  Smith, 
Pa. ;  J.  Stewart,  Pa.  ;  W.  P.  Sunderland,  la.  ;  f.  P.  Tabb,  Va.  ;  W.  W. 
Townsend,  Pa.  ;  G.H.  Thornhill,  Miss.  ;  D.  A.  Ulrich,  Pa.  ;  W.  Upshaw, 
Va. ;  B.  J.  F.  Von  Bretton,  St.  Thomas.  W.  I.  ;  M.  Wallace,  Va. ;  T.  E. 
Waller,  Pa. ;  C.  S.  Weever,  la. ;  A.  Wilcocks,  Pa.  ;  S.  E.  Wills,  Va. ; 
A.  V/inder.  Pa.  ;  J.  D.  White.  Pa. ;  A.  D.  Woodruff,  N.  J. ;  W.  E.  Wood, 
N.  C. ;  W.  J.  Woods,  S.  C.  ;  G.  S.  Woolman,  N.  J. ;  R.  N.  Wright, 
Md.;  J.  L.  Ziegler,  Pa.;  S.  M.  Zulick,  Pa. 

Azariah  S.  Shipman,  M  D.,  of  New  York,  was  admitted  ad  eundem, 
and  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  Dr. 
Isaac  Winters  and  Dr.  C.  Marsh,  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Valedictory  Address  was  delivered  by  Professor  Thomas  D.  Mutter. 


Pennsylvania  College. — By  request  of  the  class,  an  address,  delivered 
by  Dr.  Henry  S.  Patterson,  of  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica,  in  this  insti- 
tution, has  been  published.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  graduation  of 
those  who  had  sustained  themselves  in  an  examination  for  a  degree  in 
medicine.  It  is  a  sensible  production,  without  pretension,  and  yet  l"ar  su- 
perior to  many  public  discourses  that  are  sent  abroad  into  the  world  with 
a  flourish  of  trumpets.  Medical  literature  should  neither  be  distinguished 
for  its  austerity  of  manner,  nor  poverty  of  thought.  Enough  of  the 
agreeable  to  convince  the  reader  that  science  has  not  the  forbidding  aspect 
that  some  may  have  imagined,  and  especially  that  it  is  not  incompatible 
with  the  usages  of  the  craft  to  incorporate  the  principles  of  common  sense 
with  the  elements  of  professional  knowledge,  will  give  a  permanent  value 
to  this  class  of  writings  in  our  country.  We  are  much  obliged  to  Dr. 
Patterson  for  his  able  contribution  to  the  accumulating  archives  of  national 
medical  literature. 

On  Monday,  March  4ih,  1844,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was 
conferred  on  the  following  gentlemen,  pupils  of  the  Institution,  at  Phila- 
delphia:— Amos  E.  Griffiths,  Penn.  ;  Whiting  S.  Griswold,  New  York; 
Alfred  Peironnel,  Penn.;  Benjamin  A.  Sellers,  N.  Carolina;  Rt^uben  H. 
Smith,  Penn.;  Francois  M.  J.  Surault,  N.  Jersey  ;  Columbus  Wiiherow, 
Penn. 
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Pulse  of  the  hisane. — Dr,  Woodward,  of  the  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital, 
-continues  his  investigations  on  this  important  subject.  In  a  recent  letter, 
tie  says — "  In  the  course  of  the  last  month  I  examined  the  pulse  of  54  dull 
■and  demented  cases  of  insayiity,  of  which  26  were  males  and  28  females. 
The  males  averaged  68  5-6  ;  the  females,  69  1-8.  Together,  the  average 
is  about  69  a  minute.  In  some  cases  reduced  to  extreme  mental  and 
bodily  imbecility  by  the  "  secret  vice,"  the  pulse  were  found  as  low  as 
60,  in  persons  of  the  age  of  twenty,  and  even  younger.  This  slow 
pulse  is  usually  attended  with  cold  and  purple  extremities,  deficient  action 
of  the  capillary  vessels,  muscular  weakness  and  general  prostration  of 
strength  ;  the  pulse  is  often  extremely  weaA;  as  well  as  slow. 

"  The  pulse  of  the  insane,  as  found  in  the  institutions,  will  not  vary  es- 
sentially from  persons  in  health  in  the  average.  The  excited  will  be 
found  to  have  frequent  pulse  when  under  their  excitements,  but  not  al- 
Avays  so  when  quiet.  Other  classes,  unless  laboring  under  organic  dis- 
eases which  affect  the  pulse,  will  rarely  be  found  with  a  pulse  more  fre- 
quent than  in  health." 


Slate  Prison  Practice. — Dr.  Dimon,  Physician  of  the  Sing  Sing  Prison, 
N.  Y.,  has  made  a  report,  of  which  the  following  is  a  synopsis,  in  regard 
to  the  rate  of  mortality.  It  is  stated,  on  pretty  good  authority,  that  nearly 
half  the  deaths  in  these  institutions  of  moral  correction,  are  by  diseases  of 
the  lungs. — He  states  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  prison  has  been 
somewhat  diminished  by  pardons,  and  gives  the  number  of  pardons  for 
ten  years  as  follows:  1834,  49;  1835,54;  1836,45;  1837,35;  1838, 
57;  1839,14;  1840,33;  1841,35;   1842,38;  1843,38. 

"As,"  says  Dr.  D.,  "it  has  long  been  a  principle  upon  which  pardons 
have  been  granted,  viz.  that  they  were  necessary  to  save  life,  it  is  safe  to 
presume,  in  the  absence  of  actual  information,  that  an  equal  proportion  of 
the  above  pardons  have  been  yearly  granted  for  such  reason.  The  past 
year,  the  number  of  pardons  granted  for  this  reason  has  been  12.  Of 
these,  I  have  ascertained  that  six  have  perfectly  recovered,  and  that  one 
has  died;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  two  more  are  not  or  would  not  have 
been  living  at  this  date,  if  they  had  remained  in  prison.  If,  then,  the  pre- 
sent year  is  a  fair  guide  in  this  matter,  there  should  be  added  to  the  yearly 
report  of  deaths  two  or  three,  if  it  is  desired  to  compare  the  mortality  in 
this  prison  with  that  of  others,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  safest 
mode  of  confinement  for  the  health  of  prisoners." 


Smallpox  in  Kentucky. — So  much  alarmed  were  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  at  Frankfort,  the  capital,  when  last  heard  from,  that  active 
sanatory  measures  were  proposed,  lo  prevent  the  disease  from  extending 
so  as  to  interrupt  the  public  business.  But  the  true  and  only  method, 
vaccination,  seemed  to  form  no  essential  part  of  the  plan  proposed  for  pro- 
tecting the  members.  Any  other  scheme  would  be  perfectly  useless,  and 
quite  as  bad  as  doing  nothing. 


Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. — Dr.  Harris,  of  Philadelphia,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Bureau,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Barton,  removed.  It  is 
presumed  that  he  already  belongs  to  the  naval  medical  service,  as  it  is 
understood  that  no  other  than  a  naval  surgeon  is  eligible  to  the  office. 
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Tracheotomy.— T)t.  Trowbridge,  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  who  has  a  valu- 
able article  oa  hernia  in  to-day's  Journal,  has  lately  performed  his  ninth 
operation  of  tracheotomy  for  the  removal  of  foreign  bodies  from  the  tra- 
chea, and  all  the  operations  have  proved  successful. 


The  McLean  Asylum  for  the  Insane. — The  following  particulars  are 
copied  from  Dr.  Bell's  last  annual  report.  During  the  year  just  closed, 
there  have  been  under  the  care  of  the  institution  260  patients,  133  of 
whom  were  males  and  127  were  females.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  of  these,  75  males  and  52  females,  were  received  during  the  year; 
the  remaining  81  males  and  50  females,  were  inmates  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year. 

During  the  same  period  there  have  been  dismissed  79  males  and  47  fe- 
males, making  a  total  of  126  ;  of  these,  63,  being  43  males  and  20  females, 
were  believed  by  us  and  their  friends  to  have  recovered. 

Twenty-four  males  and  21  females  have  been  removed  by  their  friends 
in  accordance  with  their  own  views  of  expediency,  after  various  periods 
of  residence  from  some  years  to  a  single  day,  some  much  improved  and 
apparently  convalescent,  others  probably  curable  but  after  an  insufficient 
trial,  others  improved  in  the  form  of  disease  and  in  general  health,  others 
ameliorated  in  manners  and  habits  with  no  essential  mental  change,  others 
stationary  and  with  no  prospect  of  relief,  and  some  from  various  consid- 
erations, such  a?  being  merely  cases  of  febrile  delirium  or  the  like,  deem- 
ed as  unfit  for  the  designs  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane. 

Eighteen,  12  males  and  6  females,  have  deceased  ;  9  from  epilepsy  and 
palsy,  usually  the  sequal  of  apoplectic  attacks  previous  to  admission  ;  1 
from  carious  knee-joint;  1,  as  believed,  from  scirrhous  stomach;  1  from 
phthisis ;  3  from  acute  cerebral  disease  ;  and  3  from  the  exhaustion  pecu- 
liar to  the  insane,  occasionally  reported  as  marasmus,  debility,  failure  of 
the  powers  of  life,  &c. 

There  are  remaining  at  this  present  close  of  the  year,  134  patients,  80 
males  and  54  females. 


Columlian  College,  Washington. — Charles  G.  Page.  A.M.,  M.D.,  has 
been  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  College  of  Wash- 
ington cily,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hallowell,  who  has  resigned  on  account 
of  the  inconvenience  attending  his  distant  residence. 


Neurology. — To  the  Editor. — Sir, — A  friend  just  pointed  out  in  your 
last  No.  the  following  passage,  which  claims  a  passing  notice.  Speaking 
of  Neurology,  your  correspondent  Alpha  remarks — "  It  may  be  well,  per- 
haps, to  remind  our  author  that  the  founder  of  the  theory  he  is  so  anxious 
to  bolster  up,  had  a  fair  and  full  opportunity  to  demonstrate  his  doctrines 
before  a  committee  of  the  American  Academy  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
and  after  long  and  tedious  endeavors  at  successive  meetings,  failed  utterly 
and  entirely  in  every  point." 

The  amiable  and  disinterested  Alpha  may  perhaps  have  supposed  this 
assertion  true,  but  as  it  is  very  far  from  being  correct  in  its  most  essential 
particulars,  you  will  please  allow  me  to  correct  the  error.  No  "  fair  and 
full  opportunity"  has  ever  been  given  for  the  demonstration  of  the  prin- 
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ciples  of  Neurolojory,  without  producing  very  satisfactory  results.  The 
committee  of  the  Academy  did  not  go  through  anything  which  could  be 
called  an  investigation  of  Neurology.  They  adopted  an  absurd  course  of 
procedure,  which  wearied  their  own  patience,  and  before  a  single  fair  ex- 
periment had  been  made,  eagerly  dropped  a  subject  which  they  approach- 
ed with  apparent  reluctance  and  aversion.  The  adversaries  of  improve- 
ment can  gain  no  credit  by  referring  to  this  circumstance.  I  do  not  seek 
unnecessary  controversy,  but  I  cannot  suffer  improper  remarks  to  be  made 
on  this  subject,  without  doing  justice  to  the  truth,  whoever  may  be  the 
parties  concerned.     Verhitm  sap. 

I  have  not  resorted  to  the  arts  of  popular  imposition  and  temporary 
excitement.  I  have  publicly  asserted  and  finally  demonstrated  discoveries 
which  are  more  important  to  the  human  race  than  any  which  have  yet 
been  made.  I  have  sought  and  challenged  the  scrutiny  of  the  great  and 
learned,  and  still  hold  myself  ready  to  give  ample  satisfaction  to  all  can- 
did minds.  If  there  are  any  who  will  not,  or  who-  dare  not,  seek  the 
truth,  let  the  responsibility  rest  upon  them.  There  are  those  who  are 
not  averse  to  enriching  their  minds  with  the  vast  array  of  facts  which 
have  been  made  accessible  by  my  discovery  of  the  excitability  of  the 
brain.  Knowing  that  the  steady  and  unwavering  progress  of  Neurology 
must  in  a  few  years  give  it  a  firm  establishment,  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary, while  I  challenge  scrutiny,  to  thrust  the  subject  upon  those  who  pre- 
fer to  wait  until  the  voice  of  the  majority  has  been  heard. 

Jos.  R.  Buchanan. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  lady  in  Henry  county  recently  had  two 
daughters  and  a  son  at  one  birth. — Preparations  for  a  lunatic  asylum  are 
making  in  Providence,  R.  I.  The  late  N.  Brown,  Esq.,  left  $30,000 
for  that  purpose.  Cyrus  Butler,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  has  subscribed 
$40,000— to  be  paid  in  case  $40,000  more  is  .subscribed.— Mr.  G.  War- 
ton,  a  native  of  London,  died  in  Halifa.x  at  the  great  age  of  115. — Dr. 
March,  of  Albany,  removed  the  eye  of  a  little  girl,  the  other  day,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  extensively-diseased  condition. — A  Mrs.  Barger,  of  Mary- 
land, about  eight  months  ago  had  three  children  at  one  birth, — and  re- 
cently, was  brought  to  bed  again  with  four  more  ! — A  giant  nearly  eight 
feet  high  and  a  giantess  nearly  seven,  and  a  dwarf  about  twenty-three 
inches  tall,  all  arrived  at  New  York  week  before  last,  from  England,  for 
exhibition  in  the  States. — Dr.  James  C.  Palmer  has  been  appointed  a 
surgeon  in  the  Navy — the  commission  to  be  dated  from  October  27,  1841. 
— John  Stufflebean  recently  died  near  Kasknskia,  at  the  great  age  of  110 
years.  He  never  used  spectacles,  had  a  physician,  or  took  a  dose  of  medi- 
cine till  his  last  and  almost  only  sickness. — The  value  of  the  beef  cattle, 
sheep,  calves  and  swine  slaughtered  for  the  Boston,  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore  markets,  in  1843,  was  $6,276,000. 

DiKo,— At  West  Newbury,  Isaac  Boyd,  M.D.,  44.— At  Point  Comfdrt,  Virg., 
Dr.  Edward  Macomb,  U.  S.  Army,  42.— At  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dr.  Wm.  McNeil,  a 
native  of  Boston. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  eniling  April  6,28. — Males  14;  Females,  14.     Stillborn,  6. 

Of  consumption,  3 — measles,  3— infHiitile,  4 — scarlet  fever,  8— marasmus,  1— croup,  2 — decline,  1 — 
scrofula,  1 — fits,  1— rheunialic,  1— cltild-bed,  1  — rheumatic  lever,  1 — ajioiilexy,  1— inllammulion  of  the 
brain,  1 — debility,  2— inrtammation  of  the   bowels,  1— pleurisy,  1. 

Under  5  years,  12— between  5  and  20  years,  4— between  20  and  60  years,  8— over  60  years,  4. 
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Probable  Duration  of  Life. — The  probable  duration  of  life — the  Vie 
probable  of  the  French — is  seen  at  once  by  inspecting  the  table  [in  the 
annual  report]  ;  it  is  the  time  in  which  the  number  born  is  reduced  one 
half;  in  the  English  table,  45i-  years.  It  is  probable,  or,  in  Haliey's 
words,  "an  even  wager,"  that  a  child  will  live  45J  years;  for  the  100,000 
are  reduced  to  50,301 — nearly  half  their  number — by  the  age  45;  there  is 
therefore  nearly  an  equal  number  of  chances  (50,000)  in  favor  of  living  to 
and  of  dying  before  the  age  45J.  The  probable  life  of  a  boy  is  44.  of  a 
girl  47  years.  How  long  is  it  probable  that  a  woman  aged  25  will  live? 
The  "  living"  against  25  in  the  table  is  31,337,  the  half  of  which  is  15,668, 
a  number  attained  at  the  age  66;  41  years  therefore  is  the  probable  dura- 
tion of  her  life.  What  is  the  "  probable  life"  of  a  man  at  the  age  of  60  ? 
The  number  against  the  age  is  18,808 ;  and  the  half  of  18,808  is  9,404,  to 
which  the  18,801  are  reduced  at  the  age  73;  at  60  therefore  it  is  probable 
that  a  man  will  live  13  years. 

Suppose  it  were  desired  to  ascertain  the  influence  of  factory  labor,  or 
any  other  employment — of  residence  in  a  school  or  city;  the  first  point  to 
be  determined  would  be  the  average  probability  of  life  according  to  the 
English  Life  Table;  say  that  the  children  enter  at  10  years  of  age,  then 
as  in  the  Table,  70,612  is  against  the  age  and  68,627  against  the  age 
15,  the  average  probability  of  living  five  years  is  6S627-70612,  and  the 
degree  in  which  this  probability  is  diminished  or  increased  measures  ex- 
actly the  influence  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the  children  are  placed. 

Upon  adding  up  the  column  of  "  living,"  the  sum  of  the  numbers  will 
be  found  to  amount  to  4,165,890;  subtract  half  100,000  from  this,  and 
4,115,890,  the  number  of  the  years  which  the  100,000  persons  live,  will 
be  obtained.  Divide  the  years  of  life,  4.115,890,  by  100.000,  and  the 
quotient,  4M6,  will  be  the  mean  age.  This  is  called  the  Expectation  of 
Life — Vie  Mmjenne  of  Deparcieux ;  for  males  it  is  40  years,  females  42 
years,  and  for  both  sexes  41  years.  By  repeating  the  process  the  expec- 
tation of  life  at  each  year  of  age  is  obtained  ;  at  five  years  it  is  50  years ; 
at  ten  47;  at  twenty  40;  at  thirty  34;  at  forty  27  ;  at  fifty  21  ;  at  sixty 
14,  &c.  ice.  The  average  age  at  which  persons  aged  30  will  die  is  64 
years,  and  74  is  the  average  age  at  which  sexagenarians  will  die. — From 
the  Registrar- Ge7ierars  Report. 


Extemporaneous  Vesicant.  By  Dr.  Barcq. — Into  a  flat  glass,  pour  from 
8  to  10  drops  of  very  concentrated  ammonia  ;  cover  the  liquid  with  a  large 
piece  of  linen  on  a  rather  less  diameter  than  that  of  the  glass,  and  slowly 
apply  this  little  apparatus  to  the  previously  shaved  skin.  Keep  the  whole 
in  its  place  by  means  of  moderate  pressure  with  the  fingers. 

As  soon  as  a  red  ring,  about  2  centimetres  in  breadth,  is  observed  round 
the  glass,  it  is  certain  that  vesication  is  effected.  Sometimes  scarcely  30 
seconds  are  necessary  for  obtaining  this  result.  It  remains  only  to  remove 
the  apparatus,  to  wash  the  part,  and  to  tear  away  with  a  pair  of  nippers 
the  epidermis,  which  comes  off  easily  and  in  one  piece. 

The  dressing  is  according  to  the  object  in  view — to  the  indications  of 
the  endermic  method,  for  example. — Bulletin  de  Therapeutigue  ;  and  The 
Chemist. 

Nevj  Books  in  London. — Just  published.  Diseases  of  the  Lungs  from 
Mechanical  Causes.  By  G.  Calvert  Holland,  M.D. — Lectures  on  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Midwifery.  By  Robert  Lee,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
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PROPHYLACTIC    EFFICACY   OF   BELLADONNA    IN   SCAffLATINA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  essay  was  prepared  several  months  ago,  and  read 
before  a  small  association  of  medical  gentlemen — not  expecting  it  would 
ever  appear  before  the  public.  But  being  informed  of  the  terrible  rav- 
ages which  this  formidable  epidemic  is  now  making  in  some  of  the  neigh- 
boring towns,  I  deemed  it  a  duty  to  present  a  few  facts,  not  altogether 
new  or  unknown,  but  which  may  have  been  forgotten  or  unappreciated, 
and  wfiich  may  be  rendered  available  in  arresting  the  progress  of  this 
fearful  malady.  All  the  originality  which  1  claim  in  this  production,  con- 
sists in  the  careful  collation  of  yac^5.  As  the  subject  of  this  communi- 
cation is  still  a  matter  for  adjudication,  I  thought  it  proper  to  present  as 
great  an  amount  of  testimony  as  I  could  conveniently  condense  in  so 
brief  a  space.  If  you  deem  it  worthy  of  an  insertion  in  your  valuable 
Journal,  you  will  undoubtedly  confer  a  favor  upon  that  portion  of  the 
medical  fraternity  who  may  not  be  in  possession  of  these  facts. 
Monument,  Mass.,  Feb.  23,  1844.  Respectfully, 

John  Bachelder. 

History. — The  employment  of  belladonna,  as  a  security  against  the 
contagion  of  scarlatina,  was  first  suggested  and  practised  by  Hahnemann, 
of  Leipsic,  Germany — the  founder  of  the  homoeopathic  doctrine.  He 
first  published  his  views  upon  the  subject  in  1801.  For  a  period  of 
nineteen  years  subsequent,  no  medical  writer  appeared  either  for  or 
against  the  practice  ;  during  which  time,  Hahnemann  was  nearly  or  quite 
its  sole  defender.  In  1820,  Dr.  Dusterburg,  a  German,  was  the  next  to 
call  the  public  attention  to  this  subject.*  From  this  period  it  has  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  many  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  Germany, 
who  have  made  trial  with  the  belladonna. f  Of  these,  the  distinguished 
Professor  Hufeland,  in  a  work  "On  the  Preservative  Virtue  of  Bella- 
donna against  Scarlatina,"  published  at  Berlin,  in  1826,  has  collected 
thirty  reports  from  as  many  German  physicians ;  all  of  whom  have  given 
their  testimony  in  favor  of  the  preservative  agency  of  belladonna  against 
scarlatina.^ 

*  Good's  Study  of  Medicine,  Vol.  III.,  p.  20— Cooper's  edition.    Maclure's  Paper.     Medical  Intelli- 
gencer, Vol.  I.,  p.  38(i. 
t  Dr.  Thiebaiid,  in  Journal  of  Medicine  of  Ld  Loire  Inferieure. 
t  Hufeland,  in  Gazette  de  Sante,  Mars,  1826. 

u 
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In  France,  it  received  but  little  attention  until  1835.  At  this  time  tlie 
editor  of  the  French  journal,  "  Bulletin  General  de  Therapeutique.*"  test- 
ed the  belladonna  by  many  trials;  the  result  of  which  was,  he  believed 
it  to  be  possessed  of  the  virtue  attributed  to  it  by  the  Gennan  physicians. 
At  the  same  time,  twenty-five  German  physicians  were  engaged  in  mak- 
ing similar  experiments,  A  more  particular  notice  of  these  experiments 
will  be  presented. 

In  Great  Britain,  no  trials  were  made  with  the  belladonna  until  1833, 
when  Maclure,  late  President  of  the  Harveian  Society,  read  before  that 
Association  an  able  paper,  in  which  he  detailed  the  result  of  his  observa- 
tions. Previous  to  this  date,  the  subject  was  noticed  by  only  two  British 
writers — Mr.  Samuel  Cooper,  in  his  edition  of  "  Good's  Study  of  Medi- 
cine," and  Professor  Thomson,  in  his  "  Elements  of  Materia  Medica."f 
The  paper  of  Maclure  was  advocated  by  the  late  Sir  David  Barry,  Pro- 
fessor A.  T.  Thomson,  Dr.  Theophilus  Thomson,  and  several  others 
of  equal  eminence,  who  took  part  in  the  discussion. 

In  tiie  United  States,  it  has  recently  engaged  the  attention  of  several 
medical  gentlemen,  among  whom  are  Professor  Dunglison,  and  other  dis- 
tinguished medical  authors.  They  report  that  their  success  fully  equalled 
their  anticipation,  and  recommend  it  as  eminently  worthy  of  a  trial. ;jl 

Testimony  in  favor  of  the  Prophylactic  Efficacy  of  Belladonna  in 
Scarlatina. — The  number  of  children  treated  with  belladonna  in  Ger- 
many, who  have  been  reported  up  to  the  year  1837.  is  ^027  ;  of  whom 
only  79  contracted  the  disease  at  all.  Hufeland  and  Schenk,  two  among 
the  most  eminent  German  physicians,  gave  it  to  515  subjects,of  whom  only 
3  contracted  the  disease.  Cum  per  had  2  cases  only  out  of  84  ;  Berndt, 
14  of  195  ;  Behr,  6  of  47  ;  Velsin,  13  of  247.  The  cases  of  Mur- 
beck  and  Dusierburg  are  not  mentioned.  All  of  these  ex|)eriments  were 
made  in  the  midst  of  more  or  less  violent  epidemics.  Murbeck  used  the 
belladonna  constantly  for  seven  years,  always  with  the  best  success,  with- 
out a  single  instance  of  exception.  Dr.  Dusterburg.  of  Warburg,  expe- 
rienced such  uninterrupted  success  with  it  during  thrt^e  consecutive  epi- 
demics, that  he  considered  its  prophylactic  efficacy  equal  to  vaccine  virus 
in  smallpox.  As  an  example  of  the  observations  by  which  he  came  to 
this  conclusion,  I  will  notice  one  circumstance.  During  an  epidemic  he 
selected,  out  of  each  family  under  treatment,  one  child,  to  whom  bella- 
donna was  not  given.  All  the  children  thus  excepted  were  affected  by 
the  contagion.  Dr.  Velsin,  ot  Clives,  states,  that  out  of  247  persons  to 
wliotn  he  administered  the  belladonna,  only  13  contracted  the  disease, 
viz. — 4  children  who  used  it  for  several  weeks  irregularly,  1  child  who 
took  it  14  days,  another  8  days,  and  7  only  48  hours.  He  also 
mentions  a  father,  who  was  with  his  sick  child  only  a  few  minutes,  and 
contracted  a  severe  form  of  the  disease  ;  while  all  the  other  members  of 
the  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  several  children,  from  four  years  to 
three  weeks  of  age,  and  under  the   most   favorable  circumstances  for  be- 

*  .luin  30,  1837. 

t  Macliire's  Paper. 

X  Medical  li\teUiseac«r,  Vul,  I.,  p.  386. 
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coming  affected  by  tire  contagion,  by  ih^  use  of  belladonna  escaped  ;  al- 
though they  were  with  the  patient  day  and  night,  in  a  small,  ill-ventilat- 
ed apartment.  His  final  conclusions  are — 1st.  Belladonna  is  a  preserva- 
tive against  scarlatina,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases.  2d.  Tlie  disease  is 
milder  in  those  who  have  used  it.  3d.  When  administered  in  doses 
pointed  out,  it  is  not  attended  with  danger.*  Dr.  Dusterburg  testifies, 
that  no  children  to  whom  he  gave  this  medicine  a  week  were  attacked  by 
the  disease,  though  constantly  exposed.  He  also  afiirms,  that  every 
child,  who  was  exposed  to  the  contagion,  under  his  observation,  and  who 
did  not  take  belladonna,  was  attacked  by  the  disetise.f  Dr.  Wagner,  in 
the  "Journal  des  Progres  Sciences  Medicales,"  Vol.  I.,  p.  242,  states, 
that  during  an  epidemic,  of  those  wlio  took  belladonna  he  lost  only 
1  in  70  ;  of  those  who  did  not  take  the  medicine,  he  lost  1  in  3.  He 
says,  farther,  whole  villages  in  Germany  were  preserved  from  the  disease, 
by  taking  belladonna,  while  it  was  raging  around  them.  Dr.  Randhaken, 
Physician  to  the  Orphan  Hospital  of  Langendorf,  saved  160  children, 
who  were  exposed  to  the  contagion. |  Dr.  Berndt,  of  Custrim,  states, 
that  out  of  195  cases  of  children  who  took  belladonna,  only  14  were 
infected.  All  were  freely  exposed  to  the  contagion.  And,  afterwards, 
when  he  used  a  stronger  preparation,  a//  esca[)ed;  while  all  connected 
with  families,  where  the  disease  existed,  who  did  not  use  the  belladonna, 
were  attacked,  Koreff,  of  Berlin,  remarks,  if  belladonna  be  taken  in 
proper  doses,  for  eight  or  nine  days  before  exposure,  the  persons  taking  it 
are  safe.  All  the  testimony  we  have  thus  Hir  adduced,  in  relation  to  this 
medicine,  is  from  the  reports  of  German  physicians. 

In  France,  the  editor  of  "  Bulletin  General  de  Therapeutique  "  men- 
tions a  boarding  school,  in  which  an  epidemic  had  appeared.  Of  the 
pupils,  none,  however  exposed  to  the  disease,  contracted  it,  who  had 
made  use  of  belladonna  ;  while  it  generally  attacked  all  others  exposed 
to  it.'^.  Every  physician  knows  the  difficulty  of  staying  a  contagious  epi- 
demic at  such  a  place.  M.  Martini,  in  a  paper  published  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  "Revue  Medicale,"  p.  371,  avows  his  belief  in  its  fa\'or. 
M.  Ibralisle,  physician  of  Metz,  in  a  paper  published  in  the  "Bulletin 
de  la  Societe  d'Emulation,"  for  April,  1823,  p.  201,  says,  he  has  seen  12 
children  preserved  by  belladonna,  who  resided  in  the  midst  of  206,  who 
were  attacked.  In  the  "  Cornpte  rendu  des  traveaux  de  la  Societe  des 
Sciences  Medicales  du  Department  de  la  Moselle,"  by  IM,  Scoutetten, 
published  at  Metz,  in  1830,  it  is  stated  by  M.  Fristo,  of  Scierck,  in  an 
epidemic  of  December,  1828,  and  January,  1829,  the  mortality  was  very 
great  ;  83  out  of  100  dying.  The  extract  of  belladonna  was  given  to 
22  persons,  who  resided  and  slept  with  the  affected  patients.  All  of 
them  completely  escaped.  Four  children,  residing  in  two  affected  houses, 
used  not  the  belladonna.  In  one  of  these  houses,  three  children  took 
the  niedicine.     These  three  escaped  ;  while  the  first-mentioned  four  were 


'  BulJeliii  General  de  Therapeutique,  No.  12,  Juiii  .30,  1837.     Medical  Intelligencer,  Vol.  I.,  p.  345. 

t  Hufelaud's  .louriial  der  Prnclischer  Heilkuude,  1820.     (Epidemic  of  Gulterslep,  1620.) 

%  Dr.  A.  T.  Tlionison's  Elements  oC  Materia  Medica. 

{.  No.  12,  Juin  30,  1837.     Medical  Intelligencer,  Vol.  I.,  p.  345. 
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attacked.  All  were  equally  exposed.  The  same  writer  asserts,  he  could 
cite  many  more  examples  of  a  similar  result.  He  now  constantly  carries 
the, medicine  with  him,  being  assured  lie  can  always  arrest  the  epidemic. 
Since  he  has  made  universal  use  of  it,  up  to  the  date  of  the  paper  (Jan. 
23,  1829),  he  had  but  one  case  of  scarlatina  ;  and  that  through  fault  of 
its  parents,  who  refused  llieir  child  the  medicine. 

In  England,  Maclure,  in  a  paper,  to  which  allusion  has  already  been 
made,  gives,  somewhat  in  detail,  the  result  of  his  observations  and  experi- 
ence. On  the  4th  of  July,  1833,  he  visited  a  lady,  laboring  under  a  malig- 
nant form  of  scarlet  fever.  She  was  attended,  during  the  whole  of  her 
sickness,  by  her  mother,  nurse,  and  three  maids  (five  in  all)  ;  none  of  them 
had  ever  had  the  scarlet  fever.  All  the  other  members  of  the  family 
were  sent  from  home,  except  the  father  and  hired  servants;  who  all  re- 
mained below,  and  never  entered  the  sick  chamber.  All  these  escaped 
the  contagion.  Belladonna  was  taken  by  two  of  the  attending  maids. 
These  two  completely  escaped  ;  although  they  were  constant  attendants 
at  the  bed-side.  The  hired  nurse,  a  stout,  healthy  woman,  30  years  of 
age,  refused  to  make  use  of  the  medicine  ;  and  was,  in  a  few  days,  at- 
tacked with  the  disease,  and  sent  to  the  Hospital.  The  mother,  between 
50  and  60  years  of  age,  also  declined  the  use  of  it,  trusting  to  her  age 
for  security  ;  and  on  the  9th  day  of  her  daughter's  illness,  was  herself 
attacked.  The  other  maid  took  the  medicine  only  occasionally.  She 
was  seized  with  symptoms  of  scarlet  fever  in  a  mild  form  ;  but  no  erup- 
tion appeared,  desquamation  slight,  recovery  rapid.  The  summary  of 
these  cases  is  this  : — 1st.  The  mother  and  sick  nurse,  who  took  no  bella- 
donna, both  look  the  disease,  one  severely.  2d.  The  maid,  who  took 
the  belladonna  partially,  was  only  partially  protected.  3d.  The  other 
two  maids,  who  took  the  belladonna  regularly  from  the  beginning,  com- 
pletely escaped. 

In  the  United  States,  this  article  is  now  employed  by  many  physicians, 
during  the  course  of  the  disease  ;  which  is  supposed  to  moderate  its  se- 
verity.* But  it  is  spoken  of  favorably  as  a  prophylactic  by  some.f 
None,  in  the  United  States,  who  profess  to  have  any  practical  knowledge 
of  its  virtue  in  tliis  respect,  speak  unfavorably  of  it. 

Contrary  Testimony. — Professor  Lichtenstadt,  of  Berlin,  declares,  he 
made  trial  with  the  belladonna,  but  without  any  satisfactory  result  as  to 
its  efficacy. ;jl  As  this  is  the  only  instance  on  record,  so  far  as  I  know,  of 
a  result  of  this  kind,  may  not  the  failure  in  this  instance  be  attributable 
loan  inferior  article,  or  some  other  incidental  cause?  In  this  country, 
doubts  respecting  its  preventive  power  have  been  entertained  by  some, 
who  have  used  it  merely  during  the  course  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Gilbert, 
in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  May,  1842,  entertains 
the  highest  opinion  of  belladonna  during  the  course  of  scarlet  fever, 
iie  having  used  it  for  15  years  ;  though  he  does  not  attach  to  it  prophy- 

*  Meilical  Intelligencer,  Vol.  I.,  p.  386.    Boston  Medical  and  Surgical   Journal,  June,   1839;  May 
aiidJiily,  1842. 

t  Medical  Intelligencer,  Vol.  I.,  p.  386. 

I  Bostou  Medical  and  iSurgical  Journal,  May,  1836. 
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lactic  power.  Its  most  prominent  qualities,  he  says,  entitle  it  to  be  termed 
diaphoretic,  diuretic,  and  a  controller  of  nervous  irritability,  for  which 
it  has  a  hi^h  reputation.  He  says,  that  scarlet  fever  attacks  ilmse  of  the 
most  lively  temperament;  in  which  cases  the  whole  nervous  organism  is 
intensely  sensitive;  and  he  concludes,  that  the  whole  disease  is  inflamma- 
tion of  the  small  vessels  of  the  whole  system,  concentrated  about  the 
throat,  and  that  the  effectual  treatment  consists  in  moderating  the  mor- 
bid sensibility  of  the  nervous  system.  He  commences  treatment  with 
bloodletting  at  the  commencement  of  febrile  reaction  ;  and  then  relies 
entirely  upon  small,  but  frequent,  doses  of  belladonna.  Some  physicians 
attempt  to  explain  the  apparent  efficacy  of  belladonna  as  a  prophylactic, 
by  denying  the  contagion  of  the  disease  ;  and  thus  supposing  that  its  in- 
vasion depends  entirely  upon  the  different  degrees  of  susceptibility.  In 
this  way,  Dr.  Hunt,  of  Danvers,  Mass.,  and  Dr.  Coinstock,  of  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  correspondents  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,*  at- 
tempt an  explanation.  But  they  seem  not  to  have  been  acquainted  with 
the  facts  just  adduced.  This  explanation  cannot  be  made  available  in 
the  experiments  of  the  German  physicians.  No  other  names  have  I 
found  subscribed  to  similar  opinions. 

Modus  Operandi. — It  is  believed,  by  some,  in  order  to  exert  its  pro- 
phylactic power,  belladotma  must  produce  the  usual  effects  attributed  to 
it,  to  a  certain  extent  ;  such  as  ddataiion  of  the  pupils,  colic,  diarrhcea, 
perspiration,  diuresis,  or  giddiness.f  But  such  persons  speak  not  fiom 
actual  observation.  It  is  asserted  by  all  who  have  made  trial,  that  no 
such  effects  ever  need  be  induced.  Others  suppose  it  to  produce  an 
eruptive  disease,  similar  or  analogous  to  scarlet  fever. J  The  eruption  is 
not  always  apparent,  but  this  does  not  prove  that  the  internal  and  nwre 
susceptible  capillary  vessels  may  not  be  in  an  analogous  state,  as  is  the 
case  in  otiier  eruptive  diseases.  This  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  A.  T. 
Thomson,  of  England, *§>  who  observed  that  it  always  had  this  effect, 
when  its  beneficial  operation  in  hooping  cough  was  realized  ;  in  which 
disease,  it  was  a  favorite  remedy  with  Dr.  Thomson.  But  this  efiect  has 
been  mentioned  by  no  German  physician,  except  Hahnemann  ;  nor  have 
I  seen  any  other  physician's  name  subscribed  to  this  opinion.  Hahne- 
mann supposed  that  scarlatina  was  either  prevented  or  moderated  by  the 
use  of  belladonna,  by  inducing  a  similar  disease,  like  kine  pox,  on  the 
nervous  system. |j  But  this  does  not  necessarily  suppose  an  eruption, 
or  anything  of  the  kind  ;  only  the  existence  of  an  eruption  was  occa- 
sionally observed  by  Hahnemann.  Murbeck  supposes  that  belladonna 
destroys  the  susceptibility  to  contract  the  disease,  just  as  vaccine  virus  in 
smallpox;  with  this  difference,  the  latter  secures  a  permanent  immunity 
from  the  disease,  and  the  former  only  a  transient.*^  To  this  opinion 
Hufeland  subscribes.  Maclure  attributes  its  effects  to  its  influence  on 
the  nervous  system,  diminishing  or  destroying  its  susceptibility   to  the 


*  May  and  July,  1839. 

\  Dietioniiaire  Universel  tie  Materia  Meilira.    Maclure's  Paper. 

♦  Professor  Thomson,  in  his  Elements  of  Materia  Medica.        §  Ibid. 
II  United  States  Dispensatory. 

*?  BuiieUu  GeueraJ  de  Tberapeutique,  No.  13,  Juin  30,  1837. 
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contagious  effluvia.  With  such  or  similar  opinions,  in  regard  to  its  mbde 
of  operation,  the  expressed  sentiments  of  most  physicians  agree  ;  while 
Dr.  Comsiock,  of  Connecticut,  perhaps  the  only  one  in  this  country  who 
has  adopted  a  different  theory,  explains  its  mode  of  operation  ("if,"  says 
he,  "it  has  any  virtue  at  all")  by  the  maxim,  "Whilst  two  poisons 
wrestle,  we  may  live."  But  he  prefers  the  flowers  of  sulphur,  as  a  bet- 
ter established  prophylactic* 

Mode  of  Administering. — Hahnemann^  on  homOBopathic  principles, 
gave  forty  drops  in  seventy-two  hours,  of  a  solution,  of  which  one  drop 
contained  no  more  than  the  twenty  niillionth  part  of  a  grain  of  the  ex- 
tract.f  The  German  physicians,  who  next  followed  him,  practising 
somewhat  on  the  same  principle,  gave  one  grain  divided  into  771 
parts,  after  being  mixed  with  powdered  liquorice,  one  part,  a  dose 
for  an  adult,  night  and  morniiig.J  Korcff,  of  Berlin,  dissolved  three 
grains  of  the  extract  in  one  ounce  of  cinnamon  water.  Dose — from  two 
to  three  drops  to  children  1  year  old  ;  and  one  drop  added  to  the  dose  for 
every  year  of  age.  This  also  is  the  formula  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal ;  adding,  that  "  In  general  no  apparent  effect  is 
produced  by  it ;  sometimes,  however,  it  produces  an  eruption  like  that 
of  scarlatina.  It  renders  the  attack  more  mild,  if  it  does  not  prevent 
the  disease  ;  and  if  taken  four  or  five  days  before  exposure,  the  disease 
never  proves  fatal."  The  French  journal.  Bulletin  General  de  Thera- 
peutique,  Juin  30,  1837,  has  the  three  following  formulae  : — Take  of  the 
recently-prepared  extract  of  belladonna,  three  grains  ;  dissolve  it  in  one 
ounce  of  cinnamon  water,  and  add  fifteen  drops  of  alcohol.  Eight  drops 
to  be  taken  morning  and  evening,  according  to  the  age,  for  a  month. 
Maximum  dose  for  an  adult, fifteen  drops.  Formula  o( MurbecJc: — Take 
of  the  recently-prepared  extract  of  belladonna,  two  grains  ;  fennel  wa- 
ter, one  ounce.  Dissolve.  Dose — to  children,  from  1  to  10  years  of 
age,  one  to  five  drops,  four  times  a  day  ;  above  10  years  of  age, 
six  to  ten  drops.  He  also  gave  the  medicine  during  the  disease,  till 
desquamation  commenced.  Formula  of  Dustcrburg : — Take  of  extract 
of  belladonna,  three  grains.  Dissolve  in  three  ounces  of  cinnamon  or 
canella  water.  Dose,  from  ten  to  twenty  drops,  according  to  age,  twice 
a  day.  Formula  of  Vetsin  : — Take  of  extract  of  belladonna,  two  grains  ; 
distilled  water,  two  ounces  ;  alcohol,  two  drachms.  Dose,  five  to  ten, 
fifteen  and  twenty  drops,  according  to  age,  twice  a  day.  Formula  of 
M.  Martini: — Take  of  extract  of  belladonna,  two  grains;  dissolve 
in  two  ounces  of  water ;  add  a  little  alcohol.  Dose,  fifteen  to  twenty 
drops  dally — no  danger  attending  its  use.  Formula  of  Maclure  : — Take 
of  extract  of  belladonna,  eight  grains  ;  dissolve  in  one  ounce  of  dill  water. 
Dose,  twenty  drops  every  night.  This,  T  believe,  is  the  maximum  dose 
on  record,  given  as  a  prophylactic  ;  yet,  in  this  case,  it  produces  no  appa- 
rent effect  whatever.  Formula  of  Dr.  Comstock  (given  by  him  only 
durino-  the  course  of  the  disease)  : — Take  of  powdered  leaves  of  bella- 

♦  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  XX.,  p.  203. 

t  Eberle's  Pr.ictice,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I.,  p.  482. 

J  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  January,  1825. 
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donna,  one  grain;  powdered  liquorice,  sixteen  grains;  divide  into  ei^lu 
equal  parts — one  part  for  a  dose.* 

In  addition  to  the  above  statements,  I  may  be  periiiiited  to  notice 
briefly  the  result  of  my  own  observations  respecting  the  use  o(  this  reme- 
dy. While  a  student  of  medicine,  in  a  manufacturing  village  (in  New 
Hampshire),  a  terrible  epidemic  of  scarlatina  invaded  the  place,  and  some 
of  the  neighboring  villages  and  towns.  The  disease  was  gpner;dly  sud- 
den in  its  invasion,  rapid  in  its  course,  and  fatal  in  its  event.  While  it 
was  spreading  gloom  and  terror  by  the  fatal  ravages  which  it  was  making 
among  the  children  in  these  places,  it  occurred  to  my  res))ected  instrucier 
to  make  trial  with  the  belladonna,  as  a  prophylactic.  He  made  the  first 
experiment  upon  his  own  person,  to  observe  the  efiects  of  a  very  large 
dose,  constantly  and  regularly  repeated.  Observing  no  other  apparent 
effect,  than  dryness  of  the  fauces,  and  hoarseness  of  voice,  upon  first 
awaking  in  the  morning,  which  syn)[)toms  generally  disappeared  immedi- 
ately alter  the  morning  meal,  he  next  gave  it  to  his  three  children — the 
oldest  being  5  years  of  age,  the  youngest  1  year.  The  lormuia,  wdiieli 
he  employed  in  this  instance,  and  in  all  subsequent  cases,  was  that  recom- 
mended and  employed  by  Koreff,  as  given  above  ;  viz.,  three  grains  to 
the  ounce.  Dose,  two  to  three  drops  to  children  1  year  old  ;  and  one 
drop  added  to  the  dose  for  every  year  of  age — twice  a  day.  Ob- 
serving no  ill  effects  in  his  own  children,  he  recommended  and  prescribed 
it  to  others.  Soon,  almost  every  child  in  the  village  was  taking  bella- 
donna. Some  of  these  children  were  attacked  with  scarlatina  ;  but 
among  those  who  took  the  medicine  regularly,  and  in  proper  doses,  for  a 
week  preceding  the  attack,  the  disease  in  no  instarjce  proved  fatal,  or 
even  severe,  but  was  invariably  of  the  mildest  type.  In  fact,  not  one 
fatal  case  occurred  among  those  ivho  took  belladonna  regularly  or  ir- 
regularly. I  will  be  a  little  more  particular.  There  were  about  150 
children  in  the  village  and  its  immediate  vicinity.  Nearly  all  of  these 
took  more  or  less  of  the  belladonna.  Out  of  this  number,  there  were 
perhaps  25  who  were  attacked  with  the  disease — not  including  the  nu- 
merous and  severe  cases  which  occurred  before  the  use  of  belladonna. 
Of  this  number,  there  were  not  more  than  5  severely  attacked  ;  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  belladonna  was  taken  as  it  ought 
to  be  by  any  one  of  these  five.  In  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  in  the 
neighboring  towns,  where  the  belladonna  was  not  used,  the  fatality  during 
this  period  was  as  great  as  it  ever  had  been. 

Belladonna  was  also  used  by  the  same  medical  gentleman  during  the 
course  of  the  disease. f  And,  althou<,d)  many  cases,  in  which  it  was  thus 
used,  were  evidently  of  the  most  malignant  type — no  belladonna  having 
been  taken  previous  lo  the  attack — yet  all,  xvithout  a  single  exception,  to 
whom  belladonna  was  given,  eventually  recovered.  Cases  of  this  de- 
scription were  quite  numerous,  occurring  in  every  part  of  the  town,  ex- 
cepting the  village.     And  there  is  not  the  least  reason  to  suppose,  that  all 

•  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  XX.,  p.  203. 
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of  these  would  have  recovered  without  the  belladonna.  This  success 
cannot  be  attributed  to  the  general  course  of  treatment ;  for  this  was 
essentially  the  same  in  all  cases,  both  previous  and  subsequent  to  the  em- 
ployment of  belladonna.  Neither  can  it  be  attributed,  fairly,  to  the  less 
fatal  tendency  of  the  disease  ;  for  the  fatality  was  not  at  all  diminished  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood. 

Such  are  the  facts  respecting  this  important  medicine.  And  without 
adding  any  farther  observations  of  my  own,  I  would  respectfully  submit 
them. 


APOLOGY   FOR   BECOMING    A    HOMCEOPATHIC   DOCTOR. 

[Cominunicatei]  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JoiiniHl.] 

As  many  members  of  the  medical  profession  appear  to  be  mystified  by 
the  sudden  conversion  of  physicians  into  homoeopathists,  for  their  enlight- 
enment it  may  be  worth  while  to  suggest  a  few  reasons,  wliich,  being 
duly  considered,  may  serve  to  explain  the  phenomenon.  And  this  may 
be  done  without  claiming  any  concession  which  would  imply  that  "the 
new  art  of  healing  "  is  in  its  alleged  principles  either  rational  or  true; 
much  less  that  their  infinitesimal  doses  can  by  possil)ility  produce  any 
appreciable  effect  upon  any  organ  or  tissue  of  the  living  body.  Indeed 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  such  concession  will  be  made  by  scientific  and 
practical  physicians,  for  such  men  everywhere  concur  in  estimating  the 
theory  as  a  fanciful  conceit,  and  its  practice  a  metaphysical  experiment; 
the  effects  of  the  medicated  sugar  pellets,  when  any  are  discoverable,  be- 
ing produced  wholly  through  the  imagination.  Our  apology,  therefore, 
for  avowing  conversion  to  homoeopathia,  and  professing  to  practise  it,  will 
do  no  violence  to  the  settled  convictions  of  our  professionnl  brethren,  but 
only  prove  that  there  are  still  weighty  considerations  in  favor  of  our 
course,  founded  upon  existing  "facts."  A  few  of  these  will  now  be  re- 
spectfully submitted  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal. 

1.  It  is  a  "  fact,"  that  chronic  diseases  are  much  more  numerous  than 
acute  diseases,  so  that  the  former  will  be  admitted  to  furnish  the  jjiofes- 
sion,  everywhere,  with  their  most  profitable  patients,  both  from  the  pro- 
tracted nature  of  such  cases,  and  their  being  numerically  four-fold  or  even 
ten-fold  greater.  ISow  in  reasoning  upon  this  "  fact,"  suppose  it  be  ad- 
milted  that  all  the  acute  cases  of  disease  are  beyond  the  reach  of  homcE- 
opathy,  and  given  over  to  the  "  reguhir  physicians  ;"  is  it  not  plain  that  a 
monopoly  of  the  chronic  cases  is  by  far  the  better  inheritance  ? 

2.  It  is  a  "  fact,"  that  a  vast  proportion  of  chronic  cases  are  not  only 
incurable,  organic  lesions  having  occurred,  but  they  admit  of  no  medica- 
tion without  positive  injury.  Nevertheless,  these  cases  are  very  often 
free  from  danger,  no  structure  essential  to  life  beinsi  impaired  ;  and  such 
patients  last  the  year  round,  or  from  year  to  year,  if  they  can  be  amused 
and  employed  all  the  while,  in  what  is  called  "  expectant  treatment." 
In  the  "  regular  practice,"  these  innumerable  patients  are  rendered  un- 
productive by  frankly  telling  them  that  suitable  regimen  without  medicine 
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is  all  that  is  required,  and  that  tliey  may  dispense  with  the  doctor  and  his 
drugs.  But  hotnoeopatliic  practitioners  retain  all  such  patients  on  their 
list  perennially,  and  as  their  doses  confessedly  do  no  harm,  or,  if  you 
please,  only  furnish  "  a  tub  to  amuse  the  whale,""  the  mind  of  the  patient 
is  employed  in  seeming  remedies,  for  which  he  returns  both  thanks  and 
fees. 

3.  It  is  a  "  fact,"  that  a  large  class  of  patients,  who  claim  medical 
advice,  are  only  suffering  from  mere  functional  disturbances,  the  result  of 
some  depraved  habit,  or  imprudence  in  diet,  and  only  need  air,  exercise, 
abstinence,  or  change  in  their  habits  of  living.  They  nevertheless  claim 
and  expect  medication,  although  the  ordinary  dose  of  any  drug  would  be 
injurious  ;  and  homoeopathists  can  comply  with  their  rage  for  physic  by 
infinitesimal  doses,  which,  while  they  do  no  possible  harm,  will  neverthe- 
less yield  a  bountiful  harvest  of  fees,  so  numerous  are  these  and  the  like 
cases. 

4.  It  IS  a  "  fact,"  that  there  are  multiplied  examples  of  "  nervous  '*. 
complaints,  so  called,  especially  in  rich  families,  which  are  wholly  imagi- 
nary, especially  in  old  maiden  ladies,  who  "  suffer  a  thousand  deathsin 
fearing  one,"  while  such  patients  are  remarkable  for  longevity,  often  sur- 
viving their  whole  kindred.  Now  these  cases  seldom  furnish  the  "  rej;u- 
lar  "  physicians  with  more  than  an  occasional  fee,  for  a  visit  or  prescrip- 
tion, while  homoeopathists  can  keep  them  taking  sugar  pellets  for  life,  and 
receive  therefor  an  annual  stipend  of  liberal  amount. 

5.  It  is  a  "  fact,"  that  in  the  "  regular  practice,"  a  young  doctor 
must  often  become  gray-headed  before  he  can  attract  attention,  or  inspire 
confidence  in  the  public,  so  that  "  the  horse  is  in  danger  of  starving,  while 
the  grass  is  growing."  So,  also,  he  must  acquire  distinction  by°dint  of 
success  m  his  profession,  before  he  can  hope  to  be  consulted  in  any  com- 
plicated or  profitable  case  ;  and  so  slow  are  the  public  in  appreciating  his 
merits,  that  he  often  becomes  distanced  by  competition,  or  discouraged  by 
neglect.  Not  so,  however,  if  he  will  only  become  a  homceopathilt,  for 
however  young  and  inexperienced,  however  obscure  and  unnoticed  be- 
fore, he  will  soon  be  summoned  to  "cure  incurable  cases,"  which  have 
been  justly  decided  to  be  such,  by  the  regular  fraternity,  and  he  will  find 
himself  in  firmilies  who  else  had  never  heard  of  him,  and  thus  reap  a 
golden  harvest.  And  though  the  patient  dies,  because  his  potenzes  come 
too  late,  yet  his  fame  as  a  miracle-monger  is  not  built  upon  his  cures, 
but  upon  the  mysticism  of  homoeopathy. 

6.  it  is  a  "fact,"  that  a  young  physician,  or  one  without  practice,  has 
everything  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose,  by  turning  homffiopathist,  for  he 
will  be  careful  not  to  take  down  his  sign,  much  less  substitute  for  his  title 
"  Doctor,"  that  of  a  '•■  practitioner  of  homoeopathy."  Hence  strangers 
and  casual  patients  are  caught  as  before,  while  all  he  gains  by  his  con- 
version IS  superadded  to  his  emolument.  Nor  is  he  oblfged  to  betray  his 
art  to  everybody,  and  hence  if  he  finds  that  his  patient'has  been  niisled 
by  his  sign  to  mistake  him  for  a  "  regular  physician,"  he  can  fall  back 
upon   "  allopathy,"  and  treat  him  secundum  artcm. 

7.  It  IS  a  "  fact,"  that  he  may  occasionally   stumble  upon   a  case  of 
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pleurisy,  phrenzy,  or  other  acute  form  of  disease  affecting  vital  organs. 
In  these  he  knows  that  his  "  new  art  of  heahng"  will  soon  do  the  "  work 
of  death,"  or  allow  it  to  be  done,  while  he  is  taking  his  notes,  asking  his 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  questions,  medicating  his  sugar  pellets,  oi* 
examining  his  gallery  of  drug-sicknesses.  Hence  he  has  the  skill  to  dis- 
cover that  bleeding,  emetics,  mercurial  cathartics,  or  blisters,  are  "homoe- 
opathic to  this  complaint,"  and  thus  treating  the  case  ailopathically,  he 
takes  occasion  to  congratulate  the  patient  on  having  a  doctor  who  can 
practise  on  both  systems  at  discretion,  the  old  and  the  new  ;  informing 
him,  however,  that  for  his  recovery  it  is  still  essential  that  he  should  inter- 
pose a  few  of  the  infinitesimal  doses,  and  that  the  cure  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  these. 

8.  It  is  a  "  fact,"  that  men  of  science  and  high  character  in  the  pro- 
fession will  refuse  to  meet  him  in  consultation,  or  have  any  professional 
intercourse  with  a  homoeopathist.  But  this  is  no  disadvantage  to  a  young 
man,  hut  contrariwise,  for  several  reasons  : —1st,  he  may  ascribe  it  to 
jealousy  or  envy  on  the  part  of  the  older  and  abler  man  ;  2d,  he  may 
cotnplain  of  persecution,  and  thus  bespeak  sympathy  ;  3d,  he  might 
find  that  comparisons  are  odious,  if  he  was  obliged  to  meet  one  whose 
superiority  might  be  apparent  when  brought  into  contrast;  and,  lastly, 
his  blunders  and  ignorance  would  be  in  danger  of  detection  and  exposure, 
if  the  consultation  were  held.  Hence,  though  he  may  lose  caste,  yet  he 
will  still  act  upon  the  ancient  motto,  "  Put  money  in  thy  purse." 

f).  It  is  a  "  fact,"  that  to  claim  exclusive  knowledge,  and  profess  a 
belief  in  mysteries,  and  propose  to  work  wonders,  are  the  precise  means 
of  gaining  over  the  multitude  to  any  doctrine  or  practice,  however  absurd. 
And  thounh  it  is  alleged  against  homoeopathy,  that  men  of  sense  and 
discernment  intuitively  reject  and  despise  it,  yet  even  if  this  were  true,  it 
forms  no  argument  ai^ainst  the  policy  of  embracing  it,  for  such  men  con- 
stitute an  insignificant  minority  of  the  mass  of  the  population.  Let  the 
homoeopathists  have  all  the  patients  who  lack  sense  and  discernment, 
while  they  can  nevertheless  pay  their  fees  ;  and  the  "  regulars "  are 
v^'elcome  to  the  literati  and  aristocratic  few. 

10.  It  is  a  "  fact,"  that  many  of  the  learned,  accomplished,  and,  what  is 
more  to  the  purpose,  the  wealthi/,  have  an  unconquerable  aversion  to 
taking  nauseous  and  bitter  medicines,  such  as  the  "  regular  physicians  " 
employ  in  their  pills,  powders  and  potions  ;  while  such  are  very  willing 
to  place  u|)i)n  the  tongue  a  pellet  of  sugar  of  milk  every  day,  or  smell  a 
phial  occasionally,  containing  these  precious  treasures.  Hence  a  homoe- 
opathist is  preferred  by  such,  and  by  this  craft  has  great  gains. 

11.  It  is  a  "fact,"  that  the  popular  prejudice  against  bleeding,  calo-. 
mel,  and  mineral  medicines  generally,  has  become  very  prevalent  and  in- 
fluential. It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  it  has  originated  in  the  abuse  of  these 
valuable  remedies,  for,  whether  well  or  ill  founded,  the  prejudice  exists. 
Surely,  then,  it  is  policy  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  clamor,  and  by  the. 
"  new  art  of  healing,"  join  in  the  hue  and  cry  against  the  old  and  regu-' 
)ar  practice,  if  by  doing  so  we  may  secure  the  patients,  and  pocket  the 
fees  I 
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12.  It  is  a  "  ftict,"  that  the  maxim  Is  both  popular  and  true,  that 
*'  prevention  is  better  than*cure."  But  regular  pliysicians  cannot  profit 
by  this  maxim,  for  their  preventive  treatment  is  given  in  advice,  not  in 
medicine.  Homoeopathists,  however,  are  "wise  as  serpents"  while 
they  are  "harmless  as  doves."  They  liave  preventive  drugs  always 
on  hand,  and  especially  during  epidemics  of  any  kind.  Hence  they  are 
not  only  practising  upon  the  sick,  but  also  upon  the  well,  and  the  healthy 
are  by  far  their  most  numerous  patients.  Their  triturated  drugs,  and 
minute  dilutions,  are  prescribed  to  prevent  sickness,  and  as  their  system 
goes  on  acquiring  popularity,  the  whole  community,  whether  sick  or  well, 
will  be  under  their  treatment  and  paying  them  fees. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  reasons,  by  the  dozen,  nay,  *'  plenty  as 
blackberries,"  may  be  given  for  becoming  homoeopathic  doctors.  Hence- 
forth let  there  be  no  more  marvel  or  wonderment  expressed,  that  so  many 
of  the  "  regulars  "  are  becoming  peddlers  of  sugar  of  milk.  The  won- 
der is  that  old-fashioned  and  antiquated  notions  of  conscience  and  hon- 
esty should  deter  the  profession  from  generally  participating  in  the  profits 
of  this  "  fair  business  transaction."  R. 

March,  1844. 


THE   ANTERIOR   MEMBRANE   OF   THE   EYEBALL. 

[In  the  lecture  delivered  by  Dr.  William  C.  Wallace,  of  New  York,  re- 
ferred to  week  before  last,  the  following  observations  on  the  minute  ana- 
tomy of  the  eye  were  particularly  instructive.] 

The  eyeball  is  covered  by  a  continuation  of  the  epidermis  which  in- 
vests the  remainder  of  the  body,  and  as  this  membrane  possesses  pecu- 
liarities at  various  situations,  it  also  difi^ers  when  extended  over  the  eye. 
According  to  writers  on  animal  chemistry,  the  general  epidermis  consists 
of  albumen,  coagulated  and  consequently  opaque.  On  the  eyeball,  the 
albumen  is  uncoagulated,  for  the  very  obvious  reason  of  retaining  the  trans- 
parency of  the  organ.  The  membrane  is  thicker  on  those  portions  of  the 
eye  which  are  most  exposed  to  the  air,  thinner  where  it  is  reflected  to  the 
eyelids,  and  again  dense  and  coagulated  at  the  margins  of  the  tarsus. 

Whether  the  structure  we  are  examining  is  a  distinct  membrane,  or 
merely  a  continuation  of  the  conjunctiva,  has  been  a  matter  of  dispute. 
The  latter  opinion  is  supported  in  most  works  on  the  subject,  although 
the  former  is  maintained  by  many  accurate  anaton)ists. 

The  reasons  for  believing  that  the  conjunctiva  is  extended  over  the  cor- 
nea are  the  following.  1.  \Vhen  serpents  cast  the  epidermis,  no  aperture 
is  left  opposite  the  cornea.  2.  The  eel  may  be  skinned  entire,  without 
any  perceptible  division  between  the  conjunctiva  and  membrane  covering 
the  cornea.  3.  In  the  mus  typhlns,  a  subterraneous  animal  analogous  to 
the  mole,  the  cornea  is  covered  with  hair,  and  thus  partakes  of  the  nature 
of  the  integuments  of  the  rest  of  the  body.  4.  The  advocates  of  this 
doctrine  assert  that  although  it  is  impossible  to  demonstrate  the  unity  of 
die  membranes  in  a  perfectly  fresh  eye,  yet   v^'hen  the  eye  is  macerated 
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in  water,  or  immersed  in  warm  water,  the  dissection  may  be  carried  so  far 
as  to  show  a  continuity  of  structure.  5.  The  diseased  stale  of  the  con- 
junctiva in  pannus  and  pterygium  extends  over  the  cornea. 

The  three  first  statements  evidently  confirm  the  contrary  opinion. 
The  (burth  is  not  a  fact.  5.  As  in  many  cases  of  pterygium  tenue,  a 
probe  may  be  introduced  between  the  disease  and  the  conjunctiva,  the 
assertion  is  not  supported.  When  the  disease  is  deeper  seated,  both 
structures  as  well  as  the  sub-conjunctival  cellular  membrane  are  affected. 

The  opinion  that  the  epidermis  of  the  cornea  is  totally  different  from 
the  conjunctiva,  is  supported  by  high  authority,  by  anatomical  demonstra- 
tion, and  by  the  phenomena  of  disease.  The  accurate  Zinn  says,  "  Sed 
ipsa  ilia  conjunctiva  corner  agglutinata  obtegitur  altera  membranula  te- 
nuissinia  vera  epidermidis  propagine,  et  per  corneas  faciem  externum  ex- 
pansa."  Porterfield,  Rebes,  Meckel,  Siachon  and  Bayle  express  a  similar 
opinion. 

Knowing  the  composition  of  the  outer  layer  of  the  eyeball,  it  is  easy 
to  fit  it  for  examination  by  hardening  its  texture  with  chemical  agents. 
Corrosive  sublimate  and  albumen  act  readily  on  this  albuminous  mem- 
brane, and  coagulate  it  so  fircnly  that  the  true  structure  may  be  easily  de- 
monstrated. If  we  immerse  an  eye  in  a  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate, 
hold  it  for  some  seconds  in  boiling  water,  and  then  commence  the  dissec- 
tion from  the  cornea,  we  can  easily  show  that  the  epidermis  of  the  cornea 
overlaps  the  conjunctiva.  Under  favorable  circumstances  we  may  ex- 
tend the  dissection  to  the  margin  of  the  eyelids,  where  the  membrane 
becomes  continuous  with  the  epidermis  of  the  general  integuments. 

In  the  negro,  dark-coloredpatches  of  this  membrane  may  be  seen  on 
the  sclerotal  conjunctiva  ;  and  on  many  of  the  lower  animals,  the  dark 
patches  and  margin  on  the  merabrana  nictitans  are  formed  by  this  same 
epidermis. 

Those  anatomists  who  assert  that  they  have  made  preparations  show- 
ing the  unity  of  the  conjunctiva  and  the  cuticle  of  the  cornea,  have 
been  deceived,  for  if  we  introduce  a  knife  imder  the  conjunctiva  and  cut 
through  its  attachment  to  the  sclerotica,  it  is  possible  to  remove,  uninjured, 
both  conjunctiva  and  epidermis,  so  as  to  give  the  preparation  the  appear- 
ance of  a  continuous  membrane.  These  observers  have  evidently  over- 
looked the  possibility  of  one  membrane  lying  on  another. 

Like  the  cuticle  on  other  portions  of  the  body,  this  membrane  is  per- 
fectly reproduced  after  removal,  provided  the  subjacent  texture  is  not  in- 
jured. Large  portions  are  often  detached  by  altempts  to  remove  foreign 
bodies;  phlyctenule  and  pustules  may  raise  it  from  its  attachments  ;  it 
may  be  extensively  corroded  by  ulcers  ;  yet  a  new  cuticle  without  cica- 
trix, and  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  supplies  the  place  of  that  which  has  been 
lost.  The  tunica  conjunctiva  is  not  regenerated  ;  when  it  is  divided,  as 
in  the  operation  for  strabismus,  the  margins  of  the  wound  recede  from 
each  other,  and  an  adventitious  deposit  covers  the  sclerotica  ;  when  it  is 
removed  with  a  pterygium,  the  resulting  cicatrix  is  often  worse  than  the 
disease. 

As  the  epidermis  of  the  common  integuments  is  subject  to  disease,  we 
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find  that  the  epidermis  of  the  eyeball  occasionally  deviates  from  the  nor- 
mal condition.  It  sometimes  loses  its  transparency,  and  seems  to  be 
more  loosely  applied  to  the  subjacent  parts.  In  pannus  and  pterygium, 
the  enlarged  vessels  are  extended  to  the  epidermis,  and  proceed  over  the 
cornea. 

If  the  cornea  were  covered  by  a  mucous  membrane,  the  mucus  on  its 
surface  would  interfere  with  vision,  as  the  medium  lor  the  passage  of 
light  would  not  be  so  transparent.  In  catarrhal  ophthalmia  the  inflamma- 
tion would  be  extended  over  the  whole  anterior  surface  of  the  eyeball, 
and  blindness  would  be  a  common  occurrence.  On  the  other  hand,  as 
we  might  expect  from  the  anatomical  structure,  we  find  that  the  swelling 
ceases  where  the  conjunctiva  does  not  exist ;  the  latter  membrane 
rises  over  the  margin  of  the  cornea,  but  the  epidermis  of  the  cornea  does 
not  assume  a  similar  disease. 


SHOULDER  SUPPORTER. 

[While  opening  a  package  containing  the  ingeniously-devised  instru- 
ment alluded  to  below  by  Dr.  Smilie,  of  Amesbury,  we  were  reminded 
of  the  great  number  of  contrivances,  in  New  England,  for  propping  up 
the  frail  tenement  of  humanity.  J\o  inch  of  body  has  been  neglected, 
from  the  ischium  to  the  top  of  the  sternum,  for  which  some  sort  of  sup- 
porter has  not  been  devised.  Each  inventor  has  discovered  that  his  ma- 
chinery is  the  one  thing  nature  is  longing  for ;  and  so  the  work  of  devel- 
oping new  modes  of  hooping  and  lacing  the  outside,  to  secure  the  organs 
within,  like  a  mathematical  line,  is  onward  forever.  Surely,  the  proies- 
sion  is  distinguished,  in  this  section  of  the  world,  both  for  construe tiveness 
and  untiring  benevolence.  We  are  gratified  with  these  constant  exhibi- 
tions of  ingenuity,  and  so  far  from  going  to  war  with  this  tendency  to 
multiply  our  means  of  doing  good,  we  feel  bound  to  encourage  a  trial  of 
every  apparently  useful  instrument  that  is  fabricated.  All  that  is  truly 
valuable  in  mechanical  surgery  has  been  the  result  of  laborious  investiga- 
tion and  patient  experiment,  from  the  earliest  records  of  civilization  to  the 
present  time] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  examined  a  number  of  instruments  devised  to  sup- 
port the  shoulders  in  their  natural  position,  I  have  thought  the  idea  now 
crudely  sustained,  respecting  the  use  of  machines,  without  reference  to 
true  physiological  and  pathological  bearings,  worthy  of  being  a  subject 
for  more  extended  investigation. 

A  large  majority  of  those  persons  affected  with  pulmonary  complaints, 
follow  sedentary  pursuits— such  as  engender  the  habit  of  stooping,  caus- 
ing a  loss  of  tone  in  the  respiratory  muscles  and  their  adjuvants.  The 
intercostal  and  abdominal  lose  their  tonicity  from  constant  relaxation  ; 
while  those  that  support  the  head  and  shoulders  in  their  natural  position 
lose   their  contractility   by   constant    tension,  so   that   the  cavity  of  the 
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lungs  is  contracted  and  their  action  becomes  impeded,  by  a  want  of 
tone  in  tlie  muscular  appendages  of  the  respiratory  apparatus.  And  one 
of  the  most  popular  instruments  invented  to  remedy  this  pathological  de- 
fect, does,  in  my  opinion,  add  fuel  to  the  disease.  It  is  so  constructed 
that  the  shoulders  are  laced  back,  and  confined  so  as  to  admit  of  little  or 
no  movement.  Now  in  order  that  the  muscles  may  regain  their  tonicity, 
it  does  not  appear  philosophical  that  their  action  should  be  substituted  by 
artificial  supports.  Having  in  view  these  defects,  I  have  constructed  an 
elastic  instrument,  of  which  1  would  respectfully  request  your  opinion. 
April,  1844.  Yours  respectfully,  E.  R.  Smilie. 

P.  S. — For  the  want  of  proper  materials,  the  article  is  imperfectly 
made,  but  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  the  principle  that  1  wish  to  con- 
vey. 1  have  found  it  a  very  successful  adjuvant  in  the  treatment  of  pul- 
monary complaints. 


THE   SPECULUM. 

I  Communicated  Tor  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JouriiHl.  ] 

Without  wishing  the  speculum  to  become  as  popular  with  patients  in  this 
country  as  it  is  said  to  be  in  France  (Med.  Chir.  Rev.  No.  85,  p.  30), 
yet  I  esteem  its  merits  so  highly,  that  in  my  opinion  anything  that  shall  tend 
to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  it,  and  render  more  attainable  its  practical 
benefits,  is  a  service  to  the  profession.  I  have  for  some  time  been  in  the 
practice  of  using  a  speculum,  made  of  the  upper  part  of  an  argand  lamp 
glass.  The  one  I  commonly  use  is  one  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and 
four  inches  in  length.  The  glass  being  cut  off  above  the  shoulder,  and 
the  cut  end  distinguished  by  a  rim  of  sealing  wax,  is  completed  by  a 
suitable  piece  of  sponge  covered  with  oil  silk,  and  tied  to  the  end  of  a 
staff  two  or  three  inches  longer  than  the  tube.  The  sponge  is  then 
placed  in  the  entering  end  of  the  tube  for  the  purpose  of  acting  as  a 
pioneer,  to  be  withdrawn  by  the  staff  when  its  service  is  no  longer  re- 
quisite. This,  in  my  opinion,  constitutes  one  of  the  cheapest,  most  easily 
introduced,  and  either  for  observation,  or  the  application  of  remedies,  one 
of  the  most  efficient  instruments  I  have  ever  seen.  For  the  first  descrip- 
tion of  a  tubular  speculum  I  am  indebted  to  an  article  in  the  London 
Lancet,  by  Mr.  Fenner,  some  two  or  three  years  since.  The  No.  I  can- 
not refer  to.  Moore  Hoit. 
JSew  York,  April  8th,  1844. 
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Quackery  in  New  York. — New  York  seems  to  be  the  most  comfortable 
place  for  quacks,  with  the  exception  of  Boston,  in  the  whole  Union.  The 
notorious  Williams,  after  having  been  exposed  in  nearly  every  other  city 
he  dared  to  visit,  sat  down  there  and  flourished  for  years.  The  two 
Crawcours,  by  acting  alternately  the  livery  servant,  while  the  other  per- 
sonated the  fine  gentleman,  succeeded  in  swindling  the  inhabitants  of  New 
York,  it  is  said,  out  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  a  very  short  lime. 

Of  late  there  has  been  a  new  species  of  quackery  copied  from  the 
soi  disant  Doctor  Turnbull,  of  London,  whose  puffing  articles  about 
prussic  acid  in  eye  diseases,  have  not  yet  ceased  to  go  the  rounds  of  the 
newspapers,  and  whose  stories  concerning  the  efficacy  of  the  alkaloids, 
are  occasionally  repeated.  Taking  advantage  ofTurnbull's  plans,  a  practi- 
tioner in  New  York  is  said  to  have  gulled  the  citizens  out  of  thousands 
of  dollars  with  the  pretence  that  he  was  supplying  them  with  expensive 
medicines.  With  the  utmost  plausibility  he  writes  a  prescription,  for  half 
an  ounce  or  an  ounce  o{  aconitine,  for  example,  the  price  of  which  is  a  dollar 
and  a  quarter  a  grain, or  six  hundred  dollars  an  ounce  ;  saying,  at  the  same 
time,  the  medicine  might  be  either  obtained  from  him  or  from  any  apothe- 
cary ;  but  to  be  certain  of  its  purity  and  honest  preparation,  it  should  be 
obtained  from  himself.  The  patient,  to  his  astonishment,  finds  out  that 
there  are  really  such  expensive  medicines,  and  being  persuaded  by  mis- 
taken friends,  and  the  assertions  of  the  quack,  concludes  to  make  every 
sacrifice  to  purchase  what  he  fondly,  but  vainly,  believes  will  restore  his 
sight,  and  prefers  to  take  the  medicine  from  the  prescriber  rather  than 
from  another  source.  Now  it  is  known  to  medical  men  that  even  the 
fiftieth  of  a  grain  of  aconitine  has  produced  serious  effects,  and  that  it  is 
about  as  powerful  a  poison  as  prussic  acid.  The  quack  well  knows  that 
half  an  ounce  of  aconitine  would  kill  two  hundred  people,  and  takes  very 
good  care  to  put  into  the  mixture,  either  none  of  the  expensive  medicine 
at  all,  or  only  a  safe  quantity. 

It  is  said  that  a  certain  professor  tried  to  play  "  the  aconitine  trick," 
but  from  want  of  plausibility  or  not  knowing  his  man,  was  obliged  to  dis- 
gorge the  hundreds  he  had  thus  swindled. 

Those  who  have  suffered  from  this  species  of  imposition,  should  insist 
upon  restitution  by  threatening  exposure  ;  or  if  the  amount  be  considera- 
ble, to  obtain  it  by  a  course  of  law,  as  no  jury  would  sustain  such  pal- 
pable extortion.  The  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars — a  poor  man's  all — was 
thus  recovered  from  Williams,  even  although  a  written  agreement,  to  give 
the  latter  no  trouble,  had  been  signed.  The  jury  considered  that  the 
agreement  had  not  been  made  in  good  faith,  and  rendered  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff'.  When  such  was  the  fate  of  Williams,  it  is  really  astonishing 
how  other  quacks  have  so  long  been  able  to  escape  the  clutches  of  the 
law. 

It  cannot  be   denied   that  some  individuals  of  New  York  have  experi- 
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encetl  benefit,  but  we  assert  that  removal  to  the  healthy  air  of  an 
island,  regular  exercise,  as  walkins",  riding-,  sailing,  &;c.,  change  of  scene 
and  absence  from  domestic  cares,  do  quite  as  much  for  the  restoration  of 
health,  as  expensive  medicines  from  unprincipled  speculators. 


Method  of  deterrninrng  the  Character  of  Luxations. — An  ingenious 
mode  of  deciding,  instanter,  the  precise  kind  of  luxation  that  may  be  pre- 
sented to  the  surgeon,  has  lately  been  devised  by  an  eminent  professor.  If 
a  limb  happens  to  be  swollen  before  the  surgeon  has  made  an  examina- 
tion, all  know  the  extreme  difficulty  of  determining  ihe  precise  condition 
of  the  parts.  Young  surgeons,  especially,  often  hazard  the  little  reputation 
ihey  may  have  established,  and  even  those  very  experienced  in  disloca- 
tions are  sometimes  perplexed  beyond  measure  in  this  difficult  department 
of  practice.  For  this  invention,  for  such,  in  fact,  it  must  be  regarded,  we 
are  indebted  to  Dr.  N.  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore.  Plaster  casts  have  been 
taken  of  all  forms  of  displacements, — that  is,  the  external  appearance  of 
the  parts.  These  are  uniformly  alike.  A  dislocation  of  the  elbow  will 
always  present  the  same  aspect,  in  every  individual,  the  world  over ;  and 
so  of  any  and  in  fact  all  other  articulations.  How  difficult  it  sometimes 
is,  for  example,  in  case  of  the  displacement  of  the  astragalus,  to  know 
the  fact.  A  series  of  models,  therefore,  which  exhibit  the  distortions,  at 
the  point  of  injury, and  the  neighborhood,  under  such  circumstances,  must 
be  invaluable.  These  patterns  are  of  great  variety,  according  to  the  pe- 
culiarities of  each  accident.  The  frequent  occurrence  of  mishaps  to  the 
bones,  allows  of  an  extensive  collection,  so  that  it  will  rarely  happen  that 
any  form  and  shade  of  appearance  will  not  be  recognized  on  the  model, 
and  the  surgeon  will  thus  be  enabled  to  understand,  at  once,  the  minutiae 
of  the  case  before  him. 


Surgical  Operation  for  a  Deformity. — Dr.  March,  of  Albany,  known 
for  his  successful  operations  in  all  departn»ents  of  surgery,  recently  per- 
formed an  important  operation  for  the  relief  of  a  shocking  deformity. 
"  The  patient,  Mr.  D.  N.,  of  Troy,  aged  22  years,  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  severely  burned  about  the  throat  in  infancy,  and  the  contracted  cicatrix 
has  since  bound  his  chin  closely  to  his  chest,  greatly  distorting  also  his 
mouth.  The  operation  was  commenced  by  dividing,  by  cautious  delicate 
sweeps  of  the  knife,  the  whole  of  the  contractions  by  an  incision  which 
extended  across  the  front  of  the  throat  nearly  from  ear  to  ear,  gradually 
elevating,  at  the  same  time,  the  head.  It  was  found  that  the  division  of 
the  integuments  merely,  would  not  suffice  in  this  case  as  it  usually  does, 
the  mastoid  muscles  having  participated  in  the  general  contraction  ;  their 
sternal  attachments  were  accordingly  divided,  together  with  the  deep  cer- 
vical fascia,  which  allowed  a  sufficient  elevation  of  the  head,  leaving  an 
open  wound,  nearly  five  inches  in  width  and  eight  in  length.  This  part 
of  the  operation  being  completed,  the  next  step  was  to  make  a  pattern  of 
the  gap  or  wound  by  which  to  shape  the  flap  to  be  taken  from  the  shoulder. 
This  done,  the  operator  proceeded  in  its  dissection  from  the  left  shoulder, 
the  whole  of  the  deltoid  muscle  being  exposed.  A  narrow  neck  for  the 
support  of  the  flap  was  left  undivided,  by  twisting  which  it  was  turned  to 
cover  its  future  place.  The  margins  were  attached  to  the  margins  of  the 
gap  by  twenty-six  points  of  suture.     The   fit   was  most  accurate  and  the 
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immediate  improvement  great,  though  time  will  effect  much  more.  The 
wound  upon  the  shoulder  was  drawn  together  in  a  measure  by  sutures, 
and  the  dressing  completed  by  lint  and  a  roller,  which  with  compress  was 
also  applied  around  the  neck  to  bind  the  flap  closely  in  its  place." 


Region  for  Consumptive  Patients. — Physicians,  who  have  had  ample 
opportunity  for  observation,  assert  that  the  climate  of  the  interior  of  Illi- 
nois affords  remarkable  relief  to  persons  laboring  under  diseases  of  the 
lungs.  At  Hillsboro',  a  large  and  flourishing  town,  the  centre  of  a  county, 
a  case  of  pulmonary  consumption,  it  is  said,  has  not  been  known  in  the 
place  or  neighborhood,  in  five  years,  with  one  single  exception,  and  that 
was  involved  in  some  doubt.  A  physician,  whose  lungs  were  exceedingly 
sensitive,  and  who  had  several  limes  raised  blood  alarmingly,  assures  us 
that  he  has  been  restored  to  comparative  health  since  removing  to  a  town 
that  borders  on  a  prairie.  He  has  much  confidence  in  saying  that  per- 
sons who  have  apprehensions  of  a  decidedly  diseased  state  of  the  lungs 
— especially  those  on  the  Atlantic  border  here  in  New  England,  or  within 
the  searching  influence  of  the  cold  easterly  winds — would  often  find  them- 
selves relieved  from  the  irritability  of  the  organs,  cough  and  thoracic  pains, 
which  forebode  a  fearful  tendency  if  not  speedily  restored,  by  an  escape 
to  the  more  genial  climate  of  thai  State.  If  siiriply  taking  up  a  residence 
on  the  most  beautiful  lands  in  the  world,  accessible  by  water,  stages  and 
railroads,  at  all  times  and  seasons,  offers  such  promises  of  relief  to  the 
consumptive,  who  would  not  avail  themselves  of  the  happy  remedy  ?  We 
are  desirous  of  obtaining  more  and  definite  information  on  this  important 
subject,  and  therefore  invite  medical  gentlemen  in  Illinois  to  favor  us  with 
the  results  of  their  observations  and  experience  in  regard  to  a  matter  of 
such  peculiar  interest. 


Burying  under  Churches. — It  is  lamentable  that  some  active  course  can- 
not be  adopted  in  this  and  all  other  American  cities,  to  stop  the  vast  ac- 
cumulation of  dead  human  bodies  under  our  churches.  What  a  horri- 
ble mass  of  active  putrefaction  there  is  in  the  very  heart  of  this  great  citj', 
evolving  gases  through  the  seams  and  crevices  of  the  floor,  to  be  inhaled 
by  the  living.  Although  there  is  a  fancied  security,  and  we  are  told  that 
nothing  escapes  that  can  be  of  the  least  injury  to  health,  it  is,  we  believe, 
untrue.  The  gases  that  are  liberated  in  the  process  of  decomposition,  can- 
not be  confined  in  a  tomb — they  are  diffused,  and  the  congregation  insen- 
sibly inhale  the  seeds  of  death  from  below,  which  will  assuredly  germinate, 
and  ripen. 

The  custom  of  entombing  under  houses  of  worship  is  a  relic  of  a  semi- 
civilized  age,  and  totally  unworthy  the  regard  of  intelligent  society  in  this 
epoch  of  chemical  light  and  scientific  attainments,  when  the  laws  of  health 
are  quite  as  familiar  as  the  civil  code.  Cannot  something  be  done  in  fur- 
therance of  an  object  that  has  been  several  times  agitated  in  Boston — the 
removing  this  pestilent  accumulation  from  under  our  places  of  worship  ? 


University  of  Transylvania. — Although  there  are  two  great  rival  schools 
of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Kentucky,  one  at  Lexington  and  the  other  at 
Louisville,  they  seem  not  to  interfere  with  each  other's  prosperity,  nor  are 
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the  two  either  waning  in  influence  or  suffering  for  the  want  of  pro- 
per sustenance.  It  is  conceded  that  both  can  exist  with  benefit  to  the 
comniiinity,  entertain  friendly  regards,  and  be  on  good  terms. 

At  Lexington,  where  the  lecture  season  closed  a  few  weeks  since,  there 
was  a  class  of  214.  Since  the  organization  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  in  1S19,  there  have  been  5,211  pupils  in  attendance  on  the 
lectures.  Few  institutions  have  exerted  a  wider  influence  in  twenty- 
five  years.  In  the  same  time,  1440  have  taken  the  degree  of  M.D.  It  is 
considered  particularly  providential,  that  not  a  single  student  has  died 
during  the  sessions,  within  the  last  six  years.  This  fact  speaks  well  for 
the  climate  of  Lexington. 

Having  been  there  and  examined  into  the  capabilities  of  the  place  with 
reference  to  the  advantages  it  possesses  for  the  study  of  medicine,  we  can 
say,  unhesitatingly,  that  all  that  is  promised  by  the  faculty  is  given  in  full 
measure. 


Law  of  Population  and  Mortality. — A  volume  is  in  a  state  of  prepara- 
tion by  Dr.  Forry,  of  New  York,  on  the  Laio  of  Population  and  Mor- 
tality in  the  United  States^  based  upon  the  Six  Censuses,  and  other  data, 
with  a  condensed  view  of  General  Hygiene  or  State  Medicine,  in  its  rela- 
tion to  Vital  Statistics,  as  regards  the  promotion  of  Longevity  and  Happi- 
ness. Those  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  furnish  such  facts  as  would 
be  of  service  to  the  author,  would  doubtless  confer  a  special  favor  by 
sending  them  to  him  seasonably.  Lemuel  Shatluck,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  has 
given  much  attention  to  the  subject,  and  could  render  profitable  assistance 
from  this  quarter.  All  the  tables  of  Dr.  Wigglesworth,  of  which  the  life 
insurance  offices  make  some  use,  may  be  found  in  Mr.  Shattuck's  pam- 
phlet. Dr.  Bowditch,  late  Actuary  of  the  Massachusetts  Life  Office,  did 
not  leave  any  published  calculations  upon  vital  statistics,  as  has  been 
supposed,  and  we  are  warranted  in  saying  that  Mr.  Shattuck  has  done 
quite  as  much  as  any  other  person  in  New  England  in  regard  to  this 
subject. 

Use  and  Abuse  of  Dental  Surgery. — J.  R,  Dillingham,  a  dental  opera- 
tor of  Lynn,  Mass.,  of  high  respectability,  is  the  author  of  a  neat  publi- 
cation designed  for  popular  reading,  bearing  the  above  title,  that  contains 
remarks  on  the  diseases  of  the  teeth,  the  method  of  preserving  them,  &c. 
ice,  which  will  unquestionably  be  read  with  satisfaction  by  those  for  whom 
it  was  particularly  designed.  We  cordially  approve  of  every  effort  that 
may  be  instituted  for  enlightening  the  people  on  the  important  subject  of 
practical  dentistry.  We  have  no  patience  with  quacks  of  any  sort ;  but 
quack  dentists  are  a  shade  worse  than  any  other — because,  instead  of  effect- 
ing any  good,  even  by  chance,  they  almost  invariably  spoil  nature's  work, 
and  hasten  the  destruction  of  the  teeth  they  vainly  pretend  to  save. 


Medical  Appointment. — Elisha  Bartlett,  M.D.,  formerly  of  Lowell,  Ms., 
and  now  holding  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  at  Lexington,  Ky., 
has  been  elected  to  the  professorship  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Maryland,  at  Baltimore. 
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Chailly's  Practical  Treatise  on  Midwifery. — A  copy  of  this  excellent 
work,  referred  to  some  weeks  since,  translated  by  Dr.  Bedford,  of  the 
University  School  of  Medicine,  New  York,  came  too  late  for  more  par- 
ticular notice  this  week.      We  are  well  pleased  with  its  appearance. 


Incxir ability  of  Consum-ption. — An  extract  was  given  from  Dr.  Chap- 
man's late  work,  a  few  weeks  since,  in  which  an  opinion  was  advanced 
that  a  genuine  case  of  pulmonary  consumption  had  never  been  cured.  In 
a  recent  letter  from  Dr.  Hoplon,  of  Cheraw,  S.  C,  he  sustains  this  opin- 
ion in  the  following  manner.  ''I  agree  with  Dr.  Chapman,  in  asserting 
that  phthisis  is  an  incurable  disease.  I  have  practised  medicine  upwards 
of  twenty  years,  both  in  this  country  and  abroad.  I  have  seen  many  cases 
— I  have  treated  them,  and  I  have  seen  them  treated  by  others,  but  in  no 
instance  have  I  known  a  case  cured.  Those  who  assert  that  it  is  curable, 
have  been  mistaken  in  the  disease.  They  may  possibly  have  confounded  it 
with  chronic  bronchitis,  larj^ngitis,  elongation  of  the  uvula,  &c.  &c.,  all  of 
which  have  symptoms  not  very  unlike  those  of  phthisis." 

To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Parker's  paper  on  Erysipelas,  and  some  further 
documents  relating  to  the  disputed  case  in  Buckland,  are  on  lile  for  publication. 


Married,— In  Boston,  Edward  P.  Le  Prohon,  M.D.,  ofMontreal,  to  Miss  Lucy 
H.Green.— In  New  York,  Wm.  P.  Overton,  M.D.,  to  Miss  E.F.  Hewins.- Dr. 
Edward  Hodges  to  Miss  S.  A.  Moore. 

Died,— In  South  Boston,  John  B.  Stebbins,  M.D.,  long  known  in  this  city  as  a 
respectable  and  skilful  physician. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  13,  37.— Males  15 ;  Females,  22.     Stillborn,  2. 

Of  consumption,  5 — fits,  2— infantile,  3 — disease  of  the  bladder,  1 — accidental,  1 — abscess,  I — burn, 
1 — intlaramation  of  the  lungs,  1 — dropsy  in  the  hend,  I— inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  1 — lung  fever, 
1 — drowned,  1— disease  of  the  spine,  1 — old  a!;e,  5— scarlet  fever,  5 — child-bed,  1 — marasmus,  1 — in- 
temperance, 1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — while  swelling,  1 — dropsy,  2. 

Under  5  years,  15 — between  5  and  20  years,  5  —between  20  and  60  years,  10 — over  60  yeari,  7. 


REGISTER    OF    THE    WEATHER, 

Kf.pt  at  Ihit  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester,  Mass.  Lat.  42°  15  49".  Elevation  483//. 


.Mar. 
1 

a  1 
s 

t\ 

6 


9 
lO 
11 

12 
l.?j 

14  I 

15  , 

16  ! 


Therm, 
from  40  to  50 
36  44 
37 
23 
6 
21 
18 
39 
41 
29 
32 
34 
40 
42 
28 
30 


from  29.49 
29.18 
29.30 
29.10 
29.62 
29.79 
29.88 
29.53 
29.25 
29.38 
29.60 
29.77 
29.36 
29.36 
29.59 
28.99 


to  29.52 
29.29 
29.37 
29.36 
29.T3 
29.84 
29.90 
29.76 
29.27 
29.42 
29.72 
29.f<0 
29.55 
29.44 
29.63 
39.38 


Wind.  Mar. 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25  I 
26 
27 
28 
29 
50 
31 


Barometer. 


IS  W 

S  W    1 

N  W    1 

N  W    ! 

N  W    1 

N  W    1 

S  W   ! 

S  W 

w 

N  W 

N  W 

S   E 

S   E 

N  W 

N  E 

1   N  E       ! 

34  to  42 

from  28.79  to  29.01 

38 

41 

28.94 

29.05 

16 

28 

29.29 

29..52 

32 

46 

29.18 

29.47 

30 

34 

29.24 

29.27 

25 

34 

29.03 

29.06 

21 

33 

29.20 

29.23 

30 

40 

29.32 

29.39 

36 

57 

29.22 

39.38 

32 

55 

29.45 

29.50 

30 

•38 

29.57 

29.75 

28 

32 

29.30 

29.58 

41 

48 

29.26 

29.59 

22 

28 

29.30 

29.36 

20 

30 

29.55 

29.85 

Wind. 
I  N  W 

I  s  w 
I    w 
s  w 

N  W 
N  W 
N  W 

I  N  W 

I  W 
N  W 
N  E 
N  E 
N  W 
N  E 
N  W 


This  month  has  been  March  in  good  earnest — cold, stormy  and  cheerless — the  last  day  of  themonth 
one  of  the  coldest  and  most  unconilortable ;  thermometer  at  20,  ground  covered  with  snow.  Ther- 
jnoraeler  ranged  from  6  to  57.     Barometer,  ft-om  28.79  to  29.90.     3.60  inches  of  rain  fell— 18.5  of  snow. 
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Moral  Insanity. — In  all  cases  of  moral  insanity  there  is  physical  dis- 
ease, which  may  be  detected  by  a  physician  conversant  with  insanity,  its 
precursors  and  concomitants,  though  it  may  not  easily  be  discerned  by  a 
court  or  jury,  however  enlightened  in  the  law.  The  distinction  which  I 
would  make  between  moral  insanity  and  moral  turpitude,  is,  that  in  the 
former,  some  diseased  function  of  organs,  more  or  less  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  brain  and  nerves,  has  preceded  or  accompanies  it.  There 
is  another  fact  in  this  connection  worthy  of  a  passing  remark.  It  is,  that, 
in  cases  of  insanity  iti  which  the  intellect  is  involved  so  as  to  make  it  cer- 
tain that  insanity  exists,  the  moral  feelings  often  become  first  affected  ; 
the  individual  appears  strange,  is  morose  when  he  has  been  kind,  violent 
when  he  is  naturally  mild,  passionate  when  he  has  been  calm  and  pleas- 
ant, and  all  this  before  the  intellect  becomes  disturbed.  Nothing  is  more 
common  than  for  friends  to  state  to  us,  when  they  bring  patients  who  are 
violently  insane  to  our  care,  that,  before  they  became  so,  there  was,  for 
weeks  or  months,  a  change  in  their  .''eelings  for  which  they  were  unable 
to  account,  but  that  they  did  not  think  them  insane  till  they  became  vio- 
lent, threatened  mischief,  or  exhibited  some  delusion.  In  all  great  and 
sudden  excitements  of  the  mind,  the  feelings  are  disturbed  before  the  un- 
derstanding is  influenced  :  under  provocation,  the  temper  is  enraged  be- 
fore the  judgment  is  perverted  and  volition  excited  ;  causes  of  grief  first 
awaken  the  tender  feelings  before  they  influence  the  intellect  ;  our  sym- 
pathies are  first  excited  before  the  mind  moves  to  dispense  its  charities. 
So  in  disease — even  delirium  in  fever  and  other  acute  diseases  rarely 
affects  the  understanding  till  it  produces  irritability,  impatience,  and  ex- 
citement of  the  feelings.  Is  it  surprising  that,  in  insanity,  functions  so 
active  should  be  uncontrollably  affected  alone  when  they  are  so  frequently, 
I  might  say  universally,  concomitants  of  mental  derangement?  The  sub- 
ject is  one  of  deep  interest,  and  should  not  be  dismissed  hastily'  in  the  ex- 
amination of  those  arraigned  for  crime  or  suspected  of  insanity. — Dr. 
Woodward's  Annual  Report. 


Insanity  connected  with  the  Puerperal  State. — In  the  insanity  connect- 
ed with  the  puerperal  state,  the  characteristics  of  disease  are  so  wild  and 
furious,  as  usually  to  require  an  early  subjection  to  asylum  treatment,  and 
it  rarely  occurs  that  such  cases  do  not  recover.  The  symptoms  are  ordi- 
narily of  the  most  violent  form  ;  the  conversation  is  wild,  obscene  and 
chaotic  ; — the  patient  is  destructive,  sleepless,  and  vociferous.  The  in- 
tensity of  diseased  action  would  appear  to  threaten  life  from  its  continu- 
ance ;  from  day  to  day  there  seems  an  imminent  hazard  of  the  patient's 
sinking,  yet  in  our  experience  no  patient  ever  has  done  so.  This,  per- 
haps, may  be  in  part  from  the  fact  that  such  cases  are  peculiar  to  that 
period  of  life,  when  the  recuperative  energies  of  the  constitution  are 
strongest. 

This  class  of  patients  is  ordinarily  the  most  pleasant  and  satisfactory, 
as  far  as  results  are  concerned,  of  any  that  ever  enter  an  asylum.  The 
recovery,  often  protracted,  is  always  entire  ;  no  distortions,  weaknesses, 
or  eccentricities  of  mind,  are  apt  to  be  its  sequel.  The  sufferers  have 
uniformly  appreciated  the  violence  of  their  disease  and  the  cares  which 
have  been  bestowed  upon  them,  and  evince  the  most  grateful  feelings. — 
Dr.  BelVs  Annual  Report. 
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DEATHS    IN   CHILDBIRTH. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Registrar-General  of  Great  Britain. 

In  the  four  years,  the   returns  under  this   head  were  less  specific   than 
could  be  desired. 

The  annexed  return  of  some  cases  occurring  in  the  metropolis  will, 
however,  give  a  general  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  accidents  that  render 
childbirth  dangerous. 

Of  196  cases  noted,  55  were  returned  simply  as  "childbirth;"  7, 
"  miscarriages,"  two  of  the  latter  attended  by  haemorrhage  ;  27,  "  flood- 
ing," or  loss  of  blood  ;  6,  rupture  of  the  uterus  ;  63;  puer[)eral  fever, 
peritonitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  womb;  1,  erysipelas;  I,  inflammation 
of  the  b.'ain,  1  of  heart,  4  of  lungs  ;  3,  phlegmasia  dolens  ;  1,  serous 
effusion  after  childbirth;  14,  exhaustion,  collapse,  syncope,  debility  ;  "2, 
convulsions;  5,  puerperal  mania;  I,  difficult  labor;  1,  exhaustion  from 
a  fibrous  tumor  in  the  uterus  ;  1,  tubercles  in  the  womb  after  childbirth  ; 
1,  ovarian  dropsy  after  premature  parturition  ;   1,  dropsy  and  childbirth. 

Original  malformation  renders  labor  in  some  cases  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous ;  at  other  times  pregnancy  occurs  in  women  afflicted  with  fatal 
diseases  (fibrous  tumor,  tubercles,  ovarian  dropsy)  ;  and,  as  childbearing 
does  not  exempt  the  frame  from  disease,  all  the  deaths  which  occur  in 
that  state,  spontaneously  or  from  accident,  must  not  be  ascribed  to  it  in 
any  other  way  than  as  a  complication.  Smallpox  is  almost  invariably  fa- 
tal in  the  puerperal  state;  and  if  inflammations  of  the  brain,  heart  and 
lungs  occur,  their  danger  must  be  increased  ;  but  it  is  probable  that 
the  above  cases  were  some  of  the  many  complications  of  puerperal  fever. 

The  terms — puerperal  fever,  puerperal  peritonitis,  uterine  phlebitis,  in- 
flammation of  the  uterus — are  applied  by  writers,  without  any  great  dis' 
crimination,  to  modifications  of  one  affection,  which  it  was  proposed,  in  the 
nosology,  to  designate*''  metria,"  the  uterus  and  its  appendages  being 
the  source  and  principal  seat  of  the  malady;  which  has,  however,  no 
more  in  common  with  pure  inflammations,  like  peritonitis,  than  the  changes 
of  the  glands  of  Peyer  in  typhus.  Metria  is  contagious  ;  but  this  fatal 
disease,  with  phleg'nasia  dolens  and  puerperal  mania,  will  probably  be 
regulated,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  the  same  causes  as  diseases  of  the  first 
class.  Another  large  section  of  the  mortality  is  from  the  loss  of  blood, 
\2 
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rupture  of  the  uterus,  or  meclianlcal  causes,  and  must  very  much  depend 
upon  the  skill  and  care  of  the  persons  in  attendance. 

A  certain  number  of  deaths  are  caused  every  year  by  the  contagion 
of  puerperal  fever,  communicated  by  the  nurses  and  medical  attendants; 
but  this  will  be  referred  to  shortly. 

Midwifery  is  well  understood  in  England,  and  the  medical  practice  is 
certainly  as  sound,  as  little  encumbered  with  obsolete  prejudices,  as  well 
adapted  to  aid  and  correct  the  efforts  of  nature,  as  the  other  parts  of  sur- 
gery ;  but  errors  in  practice  are  sometimes  committed  ;  and  though  excel- 
lent nurses,  considering  their  education,  are  sometimes  tt)et  with,  medical 
precepts  are  too  often  set  at  nought  by  the  nurses  and  old  women  in  atten- 
dance, who  have  peculiar  views  of  their  own,  which  they  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity in  announcing  and  carrying  into  effect,  with  the  best  intentions  in 
the  world,  but  the  worst  consequences.  A  large  proportiorj  of  the 
500,000  English  women  who  lie  in  every  year,  and  have  any  attendance 
at  all,  are  attended  by  midwives,  who,  from  one  cause  or  other,  probably 
delicacy  of  the  national  mannei's  in  points  of  this  kind,  receive  no  regu- 
lar preliminary  instruction  in  anatomy  and  other  matters,  some  knowledge 
of  which  a  glance  at  the  causes  of  death  in  childbirth  will  show  is  indis- 
pensable in  many  emergencies.  It  is  true  that  a  medical  man  can  be 
called  in  where  the  danger  is  imn)inent ;  but  to  discover  danger,  know- 
ledge is  required  ;  and  those  who  have  come  in  contact  with  midwives,  or 
"  monthly  nurses,"  are  well  aware  that  ignorance  does  not  diminish  their 
self-confidence.  In  France,  the  "  sages-femmes  "  gn  through  a  regular 
course  of  instruction,  theoretical  and  practical.  Madame  Boivin  and 
others  have  greatly  distinguished  themselves  there  by  their  writings,  and 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  progress  of  their  art.  Mr.  Hoffman  states 
that  the  Prussian  Government  supported,  in  each  of  the  eight  provinces, 
schools  of  midwifery,  which,  in  1S37,  had  furnished  the  country  with 
11,155  midwives,  examined  and  passed  by  the  Medical  Boards. 

It  would  be  folly — with  the  undoubted  difference  in  our  manners  and 
institutions — to  argue  that  the  French  or  Prussian  systems  should  be  in- 
troduced into  this  country  ;  practically  they  are  perhaps  not  more  effi- 
cient than  our  own  ;  but  it  h  very  well  worth  while,  in  the  first  place, 
to  inquire  whether  our  English  system  do  not  admit  of  essential  im- 
jirovements,  and  in  the  second,  what  steps  should  be  taken  for  carrying 
these  improvements  into  effect. 

No  one  who  has  reflected  upon  the  subject,  and  certainly  no  one  who 
has  a  practical  acquaintance  with  it,  will  contend  that  the  annual  deaths 
of  3000  women  in  childbirth,  and  of  13,350  boys,  and  9,740  girls  in 
the  first  montli  after  delivery,  or  the  sufferings  and  ileformity  of  those  who 
escape  with  life,  are  natural  and  inevitable.  Admit  that  the  lives  of  a 
thousand — of  five  hundred — or  of  one  hundred  of  these  mothers  could 
be  saved — and  that  many  more  might  be  rescued  from  injuries  and  pains 
which  disable,  or  never  leave  them,  and  assuredly  no  apathy,  no  false 
sentiments  of  delicacy,  will  prevent  those  who  have  the  public  health  at 
heart  from  giving  the  sul)ject  the  most  attentive  consideration. 

If  schools  for  the  education  of  nurses  and  niidwives  were  established  in 
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the  metropolis,  and  die  large  towns,  under  tnedipal  sn|irM-vi«ion.  and  some 
distinction  were  conferred  ii[)Oii  those  who  niovt-d  attentive,  kin(Jaiid  s^kilful 
such  schools  would  pmbahly  be  rref|ij<^iited.  A  In^ddv  useful  profession 
would  he  thrown  open  to  women,  wlio  havf  now  so  few  sources  of  profit- 
able employment ;  and  the  utility  to  tlie  commuuiiy  of  h  recognized  body 
of  respectable  women,  educated  as  nurses,  acquainted  with  the  plain  doc- 
trines laid  down  in  the  popular  medical  works  on  health,  anrl  possessino- 
as  much  knowledge  of  midwifery  as  the  French  sagt-femme,  would  be 
mcalculable.  Some  of  these  schools  might  be  conneclWl  with  the  pre- 
sent hospitals  and  lying-in  institutions;  others  might  be  founded  for  the 
delivery  of  easy  popular  lectures,  and  for  providing  the  wives  of  the  in- 
digent with  gratuitous  attendance,  or  attendance  slightly  remunerated 

to  be  supplied  by  the   young   nurses,  superintended   by  those   practically 
versed  in  their  art,  and  medical  ofiicers. 

In  a  year,  or  two  years,  intelligent  women  would  acquire,  at  such  an 
institution,  sufficient  information  and  skill  to  be  useful  nurses.  It  is  ques- 
tionable whether  they  should  be  taught  the  properties  of  drugs.  I  do  not 
think  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  dabble  in  such  dangerous  articles.  If 
they  were  taught  in  what  circumstances  to  give  a  few  drops  of  laudanum 
after  delivery,  and  when  to  administer  castor  oil,  or  tincture  of  rhubarb 
themselves,  or  in  what  way  to  apply  the  remedies  prescribed  by  physi- 
cians or  surgeons,  it  would  be  enough.  To  attempt  more  would  be  to 
establish  a  new  class  of  half-educated  practitioners,  like  the  druggists,  and 
would  infallibly  lead  to  mischief,  without  any  chance  or  prospect  of 
countervailing  good. 

After  consulting  on  the  subject  several  medical  men  in  extensive  prac- 
tice, I  may  state  that  the  want  of  good,  educated,  trust-worthy  nurses  is 
felt  in  the  highest  circles,  as  well  as  in  the  middle  ranks  of  society.  The 
nurse  is  always  present  with  the  patient ;  the  medical  man  only  occasion- 
ally ;  to  the  nurse  is  entrusted  the  administration  of  remedies,  the  ventila- 
tion of  the  apartment,  the  warming,  the  diet,  and  a  thousand  nameless 
offices  on  which  health  and  life  depend.  How  can  a  nurse  without  any 
knowledge  of  principles— without  sound  convictions  engrafted  on  her 
mind  by  education— swayed  by  her  feelings  and  traditional  prejudices,  be 
expected  to  discharge  her  difficult  duty  ?  The  nurses  of  our  hospitals  ac- 
quire a  practical  knowledge  of  their  art,  and  get  employment  out  of  doors ; 
but,  as  a  general  rule,  hospital  nurses  are  under-paid,  and  the  consequence 
is  tl'.at  they  are  too  often  a  very  inferior  class  of  women,  who  can  get  no 
other  engagement.  There  are  exceptions,  but  as  our  religion  has  not 
yet  called  into  existence  a  class  like  the  sceurs  de  charitf,  it  is  vain  to 
expect  nurses  to  supply  their  place,  unless  the  wages  (they  should  be 
salaries)  be  sufficient  to  supply  educated  persons  with  a  comfortable 
subsistence. 

An  institution  for  the  education  of  nurses  would  probably  succeed  bet- 
ter than  many  of  the  medical  schools  ;  hut  they  would  be  nurses  for  the 
middle  and  higher  classes  ;  the  small  outlay  of  capital  which  an  educa- 
tion of  the  kind  would  involve,  must  tend  very  much  to  preclude  the  ad- 
mission of  mid  wives  for  the  poor  laborer's  or  the  artisan's  wife.     To  pro- 
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vide  these  the  professional  education  should  probably  be  at  first  gratuitous  ; 
or  -i  few  professorships  might  be  endowed,  and  the  fees  be  made  low  for 
all  the  in'iruc-tion  in  the  doctrines  of  health,  and  the  principles  am  prac- 
tice of  midwifery,  includin-r  nursingr  in  sickness  of  every  kind.  ll>e  ap- 
poi.ument  of  parish  nurses  and  midwives  under  the  medical  officer  could 
alone  provide  for  paupers  ;  but  th«  laborer  or  artisan  would  find  the  a - 
tendance  of  the  nurses  who  had  availed  themselves  of  the  moderate  edu- 
cation adverted  to  above,  of  great  use  in  the  sickness  of  his  wile,  and 
really  less  conly  than  the  spirit-drinking  nurses  now  met  with,  who  some- 
tin.ps  demoralize  the  mother  and  poison  his  children. 

Several  collateral  advantages   would  arise  from  the  institution  and  sup- 
noit  of  a  class  of  educated  nurses  distributed  all  over  the  kingdom.       _ 

New  habits  and  practices  are  much  slower  in  their  progress  than  opin- 
ions and  knowledge  ;  they   rrquire   to  be   taught  "in  season  and  out  of 
season  "-by    precept   and   example.     Our    present   knowledge  of    the 
laws  of  health-of  the  causes  of  death,  and   consequently  of  the  means 
of  oreservincr   health-is   imperfect,  no   doubt,  but  is  very  far  in  advance 
of  what   wal   possessed  in  the  last  century.     The  popular  works  of  Dr. 
tuZ'Ood  Smith,  Dr.  Andrew  Con.be,  Mr.  Pye  Chavasse,  Dr.  Hodgkin, 
and   others,   place  within   the   reach   of  the    public    important   doctrines 
which  t;;  unknown   to   Sydenham.     Such    popular   --'.cal    terature 
has  an   extensive  sale  ;  but  it   would   be   a   mistake  to  suppose  that   the 
m\ss   of 'population,  rich  or  poor,  is  acquainted  with  the  best  established 
sanatory  prl  iciples,  and   the  reasons  on   which  those    principles   rest-.s 
ther  fore  much  mfluenced    by   them,  or  is  willing  to  take  the  trouble  and 
inc  n-  the  expense  requisite  for  procuring  what  science  and  calculation  prove 
are  n  cessaL  of  hie.     The  practice  of  no  small  part  of  tlve  population 
in  smi  tory  matters,  so  far   as  it  can  be  referred  to  rules,  and  is  regulated 
by  doctrln'es,  is  the  practice  inculcated   by  former  generations  o    med.ca 
men  ;  and  is  only  broken   in  upon  by  a  few  rays  of  light.     The  well-m- 
formed  part  of  the  community  owe  their  enlightenment  principally  to  the 
teaching  of  their  .uedical  attendants,  who  lose  no  apt  opportunity  of  lay- 
[n'down  rules  of  health,  and  enforcing  them,  by  drawing  the  attention  of 
families   to   the   sad  and  often  striking  consequences  ol  neglect.      i  his  is 
the   more  praiseworthy   in   the   members  of  the  medical  profession,  con- 
sidered as  -individuals,  inasmuch  as  the  colleges  do  not  prescribe  nor  the 
schools  provide,  as   in   other  countries,  any  systematic  courses  oi  instruc- 
fon  in   hr'hhlry   (the   hygiene  of  the  French).     The  art  of  preserving 
health  is  not   ye[  taught   in    the  medical  schools  of  England  ;  and  it  is 
only  iu^t  to  add  that  it  is  not  paid  for  in  any  shape  by  the  public. 

It  s  nevertheless  to  the  medical  profession  chiefly  that  we  look  for  the 

sound    doctrines  of  hygiology,  and    to   their  due   influence  in  the  homes 

an    daily  life  of  families.     But   would    not   the  medical  man  be  as  much 

sisted  by  instructed,  as  his  proposals  are  thwarted  by  ignorant,  nurses? 

muTd  not  the  constant   reasoning,  the  stories,  the  advice,  of  an  am.a    e 

woman-comparatively  well    instructed   in    her  profes.non-go    lurther 

h  n  anythin/else  to  inform   the  minds  and  to  impart  practical  principles 

0  the  mmhei^  of  families?     And   who  does  not  know  that  the  comfort 
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and  cleanliness  ©f  the  poor  man's  hearth,  the  hs/htsotneness  and  health  of 
his  room,  the  vigor  and    training  of  his  children,  ;.ie  tiie  work  almost  en- 
tirely ol  the  wife.      If  the  educated  nurses  possess,^d  the  sound  common 
^nse   and   good   nature   which  a  hody  of  Engi^sh  vxomen  scarcei-y  ever 
wants,  and  could    be   induced  to  read  so  asio  keep  up  their  knowledtre 
and  to  apply  practically  the   improvements   which   every   day   brings  "to 
light,  ihey  would  be  a  connecting  link  between  the  highest  class  of  intelii- 
gences  engaged  in  medical   research,  and   the   humblest   members  of  the 
community  to  whose  advantage  those   researches  invariably  tend.     The 
English  midwife  would  then  be  worthy  of  reward. 


THAT   PANCREAS,   &c. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir,— Having  lost  my  senses,  I  may  as  well  cease  to  write  for  your  Jour- 
nal, unless  I  make  pretences  that  have  proved  available  in  other  instances 
so  that  I  may  presume  my  word  will  be  taken  for  law  and  gospel,  whether 
or  no.      1  will  explain  : — 

Last  summer  I  saw  a  liquid  in  a  phial  which  smelt,  tasted,  and  looked 
precis.,  y  like  a    medicine   with  which   I   am  quite  familiar,  and  which  is 
called  l^nwlers  solution.     The  patient,  too,  who  had  been  takinrr  of  th« 
hquid,  presented  such  symptoms  of  irritation  of  the  stomach   as   are  said 
by  authors  to  be  sometimes  caused  by  the  use  of  that   medicine  ;  nor  did 
the  physician   who   prescribed  the   liquid  deny  to  me,  in  a  private  inter- 
view, lis  being  Fowler's  solution  ;  and,  verily,  I   did  think  it  was    Fow- 
ler s  solution,  as  did  also   Dr.  Puffer,  of  Colerain.     Nevertheless   Puffer 
and  myself  were  both   vastly  mistaken  ;  for  after   I   left  the  house  the 
physician  who  prescribed    the  liquid  told  the  patient  and  her  attendants 
that  ,t  was  «o^ Fowler's  solution.     So,  too,  in   relation  to  the  late  Maior 
C^riswold,  of  Buckland-at   the  time  of  the  autopsy  1  thought  there  was 
a  deep  jaundiced  hue  of  the  surface,  but  my  eyes  did  serve  ine  badly   for 
the  second  reporter  of  that  case  says  there  was  "  Nothin-  unusual  about 
the  external  appearance  of  the  subject.''_(See  No.  19,  Vol.  XXIX.,  and 
i\o.  «,  V  ol.  XXX.  of  this  JoumaJ.)     Again,  1  thought  the  gall-bladder 
resembled   in   shape  and   size  a  goose  egg,  even  a  very  large  one ;  but 
here  I  must  have  been  deceived,  for  the  said  reporter  savs  not  a  word 
about  the  gall-bladder,  as  he  would  have  done  had  it  been  thus  distended  • 
tor  he  IS  not  writing  a   fancy  sketch    for  some  selfish  purpose,  but,  beiuL^ 
seized  for  the  first  time  in  his  eventful  hfe  widi  "  a  sense  of  obligation,'' 
he  writes  for  the  purpose  of  -  advancing  the  interests  of  our  profession  " 
— good,  honest  man  ! 

But  what  more  particularly  alarms  me,  is,  that  I  am  subject  to  a  singu- 
lar kind  of  blindness,  so  that  while  1  can  distinctly  see  most  objects,  there 
may  be  others  directly  before  my  eyes  which  1  cannot  see.  Proof.— 
Alter  removing  the  stomach,  an  oblong  prominence  of  a  light,  grayish  color, 
and  closely  adherent  throughout  to  parts  beneath,  was  presented  to  view. 
My  hrst  thought  was,  diseased   mesenteric  glands.     I  knew  it  was  some 
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morbid  structure,  and  ranarked,  in  the  presence  of  all,  "What  is  this? 
Ze  is  the  seat  of  the  mischief,"  or  words  to  th.s  effect.     This  uneven 
oblona  prominence  extended  transversely  over  the  spine  ni  the  usnal  seat 
of  ihe  mncreas.     With  considerable    trouble   and    care   1    removed  it. 
Abont  one  half  of  the  bulk  of  this  mass  appeared  to  be  of  an  ^d'pose  and 
cellular  texture,  not  very  dense  ;  but  within  a  dense  irregular  oblong  body 
coidd  be  felt,  much  larger  at  either  extremity,  and    especially  the   right, 
th-in  in  its  mid.lle.     At  this  point  it  appeared  to  resemble  in  shape  and 
size  my  little  finger,  with  which  I  mentally  compared  it,  at  the  time.    On 
layin/it  open  it  presented  an  appearance  much   like  that  of  cartilage, 
onl     not  quite    so    hard    and   white.     1    inferred   that  this  body    was 
a  dseased  pancreas,  because  I  supposed  that  every  man   has  a  pancreas 
and  on  re-examining  ihe  subject   I   could   discover  nothing  which  could 
possibly  be  taken   for   this  organ.     Yet  it  could  not  have  been  the  pan- 
creas  and  there  must  still  have  been  a  pancreas  in   the  subject  which  1 
could  not   see;  because  the  second  reporter  says,    -  Pancreas   not  en- 
kr.^ed,  not  uuaatnrd  in  shape,  but  in  a  state  of  simple  induration,  well 
d  sVibed  in  the  Library  of  Practical  Medicine    Vo.  III.,  p.  194    under 
this  head  "      And  on  turning  to  the  work  and  head  here  referred  to,  the 
reader  will  find  the  following  :-" /u^/umf^on.     The  pancreas   is  some- 
times found  of  a  firmer  consistence   than   usm\,  tvithout  any  perceptible 
Iheraiion  of  structure,  *  *  *  whilst  the  surrounding  cellular  texture  re- 
mains  of  a  "healthy  character."  •         r 

HavincT  adduced  the  foregoing  evidence  of  loss  and  perversion  of  my 
senses,  the  reader  will  not  wonder  that  I  could  discover  nothing  amiss 
about  the  heart  excepting  a  mere  point  or  two  of  ossification,  which  m  my 
opinion  could  have  had  nothing  to  do  in  causing  a  single  symptom  or 
Xsical  si.n    presented   by   the   patient,  although   "  hypertrophy  "and 

-  softenincr  "  both  existed  ;  for  so  says  the  second  reporter  As  lending, 
however,  To  create  some  doubt  whether  my  senses  were  really  defectrve  or 
not  when  1  examined  the  heart,  it  would  seem  that  1  might  here  adduce 
the' testimony  of  Dr.  Christopher  Deane,  of  Cclerajn,  one  of  the  oldest 
Ind  ablest  physicians  in  the  county,  and  wholly  disinterested,  who  re- 
marked  upon  he  spot,  that  «  he  never  saw  a  more  healthy  heart  taken 
ta.  a  sJibiect  of  the  advanced  age  of  Major  Griswold,"  and  who  ha 
subsequently  spoken   of  my   report  in   terms  of  approbation    calling  it 

-  nretiv  honest  ;"  but  on  second  thought,  th.s  testimony  woud  avail  me 
nothing  for  as  my  senses  proved  treacherous,  it  may  be  that  those  of  Dr. 
Deane'and  all  others  (those  of  the  second  reporter  always  excepted)  did 

"' Tirattentive  reader  and  experienced  physician  will  also  gather  from  the 
two  reports  before  referred  to,  another  circumstance  tending  to  create  at 
least  serious  doubts  whether  there  was  any  important  disease  of  the  heart, 
viz  the  absence  of  all  effusions  either  in  the  extremities  the  chest,  or  the 
Xlonen'f^rmore  than  three  months  before  the  death  of  the  patient 
Fo  ould  never  discover  the  least  evidence  of  any  at  any  time  ;  and 
the  second  reporter,  unaware  of  their  importance  in  making  out  h.s  case 
if  a  man  in  my  state  may  be  permitted  to  speak  as  he  thinks),  does  not 
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In  the  case  now  the  subject  of  controversv,  there  uas  h  ve.y-  ..adual 

''  rnT'') :  d  r;";'  '"^^""  ^'t'""'  ^^^"'  ^^^^^^  '•-  p^'-  -  ^^^  ^ 

before  de.  h  f  ,  ^'  "VT'"'  '''^'^"^'^^^  ^^  ^^">''  "^«'  ''"'•  ^^^eral  days 
before  death  a  failure  of  the  sensorial  pouers  was  very  evident  but  I 
never  could  discover  any  sufficient  grounds  for  behevin.^  that  t  A-e  v  a 
any  prunary  aftecfon  of  the  nervous  system.  N,.r  do"l  no  v ^erce  ve 
ny  difficulty  m  tracing  every  symptom  and  appearance  presenteTby 
!.e  patient  and  witnessed  by  me,  to  disease  of  the  pancreas  It  is 
true  that  the  second  reporter  has  spoken  of  the  '=  functions  "  of    'he  nan 

ver  ally  admitted,  and  this  is  about  as  much  as  we  can  sav  even  of  the 
.vei.  No  one  pretends  to  know  the  precise  wav  and  manner  in  which 
any  of  our  glandular  organs  perform  their  functions;  yet  we  do  not  le 
gard  these  functions  as  very  obscure,  uhen  the  result  to  which  tt  oi/an 
con  nbu.es  is  known.  ]  admit,  also,  that  some  experiments  upo  r^i  n  l" 
have  been  reported,  tending  to  show  that  animals  mav  survive  for  ome 
short  time— I  know  not  how  lont^— after  the  noup,-  Uf  tl 
perform  its  office  must  have  been  dest:^:d.''Z:r  ru  t 'r^lh:.." 

ened  physician  would  infer  from    this,  that  disease  of  the  pancreas    loe 

cold.  Jn  the  work  referred  to  by  the  second  reporter,  ei.rht  cases  of  the 
kind  are  mentioned.  And  for  years  before  the  death  of  Mai.  G^  di  e  e 
was  marked  m  the  countenance.  ^        '  °'^^"^® 

^nnkle  of  the  second  reporter,  brought  forth  under  the  spur  of  necessity 

t  ont'.I^rr  V'  '^^.^'^"f'  'y  ^"  experienced  eye,  w<luld  have  shou^ 
a   once  that  any  "occasional   determination  of  blood   to   the  head    pro- 

perffimia  but  ansm.a  and  was  akin  to  nervous  apoplexy  and  the  bvdren- 

PpiedtotheTT    7-^<^^;-  r-i-'-d    of  mustard    pediluvia,  cold 
applied  to  the  head,  and  a  cathartic   more  or  less  active  accordin<^  to  cir 
cumstances,  the  proper  remedies-tend  in  the  least  to  cause   t^^^well-in 
rorined  practitioner  to  take  a  different  pathological  view  of  th  Je  se  zur     • 

'  coiT'''blLd"  '' "^r""  ^""^'  ^"^^^  "-^'"  ^-  This  relSft; 
stood  Sv  most    If  "='   '"   ^'!f\^^^^"Suious  cases   is    prettv   well   undei. 

IT^^onlh      Th    '  '  ,"^°'  '^  ^«b^°'--''°  ''i'-^s  '"oney  at  four  per  cent. 

to    1  e  h     d  "Tn  t   '"      "'r  l'r-"''r."''  ^">'    "  ^'^^^--^'ion  of  blood 

thou  d  7.\  A   "'■'?  "^  ^l''°'"  ^^  ^°'"  '"""^^'^  «^  'e^-^^  before  he  died 

''  ntlie    cnZT  ""•''"^^  ,°^  '"^^   determination,  and  hear  nothin.  of 

mrtidor     Y  r  '^^    '"•^"""'   ^PP^^^--  alone  would   forbid 

me  to  doubt.     Yet   in   confirmation   of  this  view,  I  will    here  present  an 
extt-act  from  a  letter  dated  the  3d  inst.,  from  Isaai  L.  Tobe^"  M.u!,  son- 
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in-law  of  the  Major,  a  relative  also  of  the  second   reporter,  and   whose 
ride,  owing  to  his  location,  clashes  with   mine,  but  not  with  that  of  said 

reporter. 

"  Two  years  ago  last  March,  the  Major  had  what  he  termed  a  '  poor 
spell.'  I  carefully  examined  his  case,  and  he  gave  me  the  history  of  his 
fife.  Said  that  several  years  ago  he  had  a  fever,  and  ever  since  had  been 
almost  constantly  ailing.  Stated  that  for  the  last  two  years  he  had  been 
troubled  by  turns  with  diarrhoea— had  pain  in  his  stomach  and  bowels; 
that  his  food  did  not  digest  well,  and  distressed  him.  Palpitation,  heart- 
burn ;  said  he  had  frequendy  rheumatic  pains,  and  for  several  years  dia- 
betes'. ["  Diabetes."  This  is  the  term  the  Major  used  in  describing  his 
case  to  me;  but  on  close  inquiry  I  concluded  thai  ai  that  time  he  was 
subject  only  to  frequent  micturition,  and  that  formerly  it  was  only  for  short 
periods,  if  at  all,  that  he  voided  any  unusual  amount  of  urine.  C.  K.]  His 
tongue'was  not  coated,  but  had  a  pale,  flabby  appearance,  was  loo  thick 
and°very  soft  ;  ears  almost  transparent;  pulse  rather  leeble  and  too  quick. 
Had  been  troubled  frequently  with  '  sick  headache.'  Said  that  Trow 
frequently  bled  him,  and  it  invariably  injured  him;  was  always  a  long 
time  in  recovering,  and  it  increased  the  palpitation  of  the  heart  ;  said  he 
could  not  take  physic  for  the  same  reason.  Never  complained  of  head- 
ache only  by  turns,  when  he  had  what  he  termed  'sick  headache. 
Spontaneous  vomiting  always  relieved  him.  Diarrhoea  always  followed 
at  such  times.  1  was  forcibly  struck  with  the  idea  that  he  was  peculiarly 
cachectic— told  him  I  did  not  understand  his  case,  and  advised  him  to  call 

on  you."  .      .         r  Li      J         u 

The  second  reporter  says,  "  That  a  determination  of  blood  to  the 
head  was  the  immediate  cause  of  death,  must,  a  priori,  be  apparent  to 
the  merest  tyro  in  medicine."  I  grant  that  it  was  so,  and  to  7ione  else ! 
He  says,  also,  that  diseases  of  the  heart  are  "  very  obscure."  Tiiis,  for 
his  credit,  he  had  better  have  said  forty  years  ago.  It  is  not  a  difficult 
matter  for  some  physicians,  even  in  "little  Franklin,"  to  form  a  very 
confident  opinion,  in  doors  or  out,  that  there  is  "  no  important  disease  of 
the  heart"  (this  is  the  expression  I  always  used),  when  in  fact  there  is 
not.  And  I  think  it  disreptitable  to  "  our  prolession,"  that  an  M.D., 
after  havinfr  repeatedly  examined  a  patient,  and  been  told  better,  should 
still  most  positively  believe  in  the  existence  of  such  a  disease  when  and 
where  it  did  not  exist  ;  and  still  more  so  that  he  should  persist— but  1 
have  said  enough,  and  my  sheet  is  full.  Charles  Knowlton. 

Ashfield,  April,  1844. 


AUTOPSY   OF   THE   HON.   JOSEPH   GRISWOLD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Suigical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir,— we  the  undersigned,  being  present  at  the  autopsy  of  the  late 
Major  Griswold,  of  Buckland,  and  havini:  subsequently  perused  Dr. 
Charles  Knowlton's  report  of  the  case  in  Vol.  XXIX.,  No.  19,  of  your 
paper,  and  also  that  of  Dr.  Trow,  Vol.  XXX.,  No,  8,  of  the  same  paper, 
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deem  it  but  an  act  of  justice  to  say,  that  Dr.  Knowlton's  account  is 
strictly  in  accordance  with  all  we  could  see  and  learn  respecting  the  case 
at  the  time  of  the  autopsy. 

As  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Trow,  so  far  as  relates  to  symptoms  presented 
by  the  patient  when  seen  only  by  himself,  it  must  be  received  with  as 
much  confidence  as  the  opinion  of  each  person  respecting  the  reporter's 
discrimination,  fidelity,  and  veracity,  will  permit.  On  this  point  we  do 
not  wish,  at  present,  to  give  our  views  ;  but  in  regard  to  what  we  our- 
selves saw,  we  are  constrained  to  say  that  Dr.  Trow's  report  is  erroneous 
and  defective  in  several  important  particulars. 

The  idea  of  any  important  disease  of  the  brain,  which  his  report  evi- 
dently labors  to  maintain,  appears  to  us  to  be  an  after-thought.  He  cer- 
tainly marie  no  suggestion  of  any  such  disease  at  the  time  of  the  post- 
mortem examination,  or  in  the  consultation  which  succeeded  it,  at  least  in 
our  hearing,  and  we  were  present,  we  believe,  throughout  the  whole  of 
both.  This  notion  of  important  disease  of  the  head  seems  to  have  super- 
vened, in  his  brain,  since  the  autopsy  demonstrated  there  was  no  impor- 
tant disease  of  the  heart ;  the  latter  being  the  opinion  we  have  always 
understood  him  to  have  maintained,  in  the  most  positive  manner,  previous 
to  Maj.  Griswold's  death. 

We  have  much  confidence  in  Dr.  Knowlton's  judgment  as  a  physician, 
and  practising,  as  we  do,  in  the  same  section  of  the  country,  and  thus 
competing  with  him,  we  know  that  he  scorns  those  petty  tricks,  manoeu- 
vres, and  disingenuous  statements,  which  some  resort  to  for  securing  pat- 
ronage and  business.  Had  we,  therefore,  not  been  present  at  t!)e  au- 
topsy, we  should  have  received  his  report  with  entire  confidence,  know- 
ing that  his  regard  for  truth  is  habitual  and  inflexible,  and  that  his  run  of 
professional  business  is  too  well  established  to  need  the  aid  of  artifice  or 
tergiversation.  In  view,  consequently,  of  the  uncommon  fairness  and 
candor  of  his  report,  and  of  the  great  difference  between  the  comparative 
experience  of  the  two  reporters,  we  deem  the  closing  remarks  of  Dr. 
Trow  as  both  impertinent  and  ungentlemanly.  Yours  respectfully. 

Stephen  J.  W.  Tabor,  M.D.,  of  Shelburne  Falls,  Ms. 
Isaac  L.  Tobey,  M.D.,  of  West  Cummington,  Ms. 
April  2,  1844. 


TONICS   IN   ERYSIPELAS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  remarks  are  submitted  to  your  disposal,  with  the 
hope  that,  at  a  time  like  the  present,  when  it  is  yet  undecided  whether 
the  physician  can  control,  arrest,  or  only  guide  and  moderate,  disease, 
any  facts  relating  to  so  important  a  question  may  be  received  with 
interest. 

Erysipelas  has  of  late  occupied   a   very  prominent   position  in  this 
disputed  territory,  being  thought,  by  some  most  philosophic  observers,  to 
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have  a  "  definite  and  necessary  course  ;"*  by  others,  equally  exact,  to  be 
*'  inost  easily  broken  up.'"t 

The  plans  of  trealinent,  recnmniended   by   the   various  writers  on  this 
subject,  often   indicate,  more   directly  than    their  elaborate  essays  on  its 
etiology,  that   debility  is  a  common  cause   of  its   spontaneous  existence  ; 
and  we  find  a   majority  of  the   best  audiorities  recommending,  after  de- 
pleiives,  evacuants,  &lc.,  the   use  of  tonics  in  some  of  the  various  types 
which   it  assumes,  and,  on  the  authority  of  Graves,  tonics  should  be  pre- 
scribed •'  in    all  the  stages  of  the   epidemic    form. "J     Their   beneficial 
effects,  when  administered   at  the  decline  of  the  inflammatory  stage,  are 
well  known,  but  their   happy  influence   on  some  recent  cases,  within  my 
own  practice,  has  confirmed  a  belief  which  I  harl  long  held,  that,  to  sub- 
due this  sometimes  consuming  scourge,  we  must   almost  literally  fight  fire 
with  fire,  and   has  proved  satisfactory  to  myself  that  tonics,  used  in   the 
earlier  stage  of  erysipelas,  will  have  the  effect,  not  only  of  cutting  short 
its  duration,   but    of  expediting   convalescence ;    a    system    of    practice 
wliich,  if  novel,  has  at  least  found  success   to  recommend  it.     Nor  shall 
we  be  compelled   to  ask  Hahnemann  for  a  reasonable  explanation  of  the 
cause,  why  such  a  plan  of  treatment  should  produce  such  salutary  effects. 
We  find  erysipelas  receiving  from  various  writers  as  many  definitions,  all 
indicating  that   its  peculiar  characteristics  depend   upon   accidental   cir- 
cumstances, but  nearly  all   aiireeing  that   it   is  often    long  preceded  by- 
symptoms  of  deranged  general  health.      We  have  no  reason  to  believe  it 
specifically  contagious  in  its  nature  ;  in  this  respect  it  differs  from  many 
diseases,  inasmuch   as  it   generally  attacks  only  those  who  are  especially 
predisposed,  and  is  not  capable  of  afiecting   indiscriminately,  like  small- 
pox, all  who  are  exposed   to   it.     It  is,  however,  indisputable,  that  when 
a  single  case  appears  in  our  hospitals,  all  the  cases  of  disease  then  existing 
in  the  wards,  however  different  in  character,  are  liable  to  its  infectious  in- 
fluences ;  and  indeed  we  find   its  attacks,  in   such    situations,  sometimes 
"  prevailing  like  a  pestilence.' '<§>    Our  own  experience  has  nearly  realized 
this  fact,  in  the  mortality  attending  the  epidemic  of  last  year.     Whatever 
may  be  its  nature  as   constituting  it   a  disease  resulting  from  too  great  or 
too  little  action  in  the  system,  there   is   no  question  but   it   attacks,  most 
commonly  and  most  virulently,  such  constitutions  as   are  laboring  under 
"direct  "  or  "  indirect  debility ,"||  those  reduced  by  an  immoderate  use  of 
alcoholic  drinks,  as  well  as  those  whose  blood  is  vitiated  by  scanty  or  im- 
proper food,  or  indigestion  ;  those  who,  by  a  variety  of  accidental  circumstan- 
ces, have  lost  what  is  expressively  termed  the  tone  of  the  system  ;  and  thus, 
in  a  ^rcat  majority  of  cases,  k  may  be  regarded  as  simply  symptomatic  of 
the  condition  of  the   patient,   rather  than   as   of  itself  constituting  that 
condition.     It  is   sufficient,  however,  for  our  present  purpose,  if  the  po- 
sition be  established   (and  this   it  hardly  needs  argument  to  prove)  that  in 
some  cases  the  above  theory  can  alone  explain  its  appearance. 

Admittiu's  then,  that  it  is  often  but  a  symptom  of  the  condition  of  the 


•  Bigelow  on  Self-limited  Diseases.  t  Nunnely.     lliit.  and  Foreign  Med.  Review,  April,  18-12. 

I  Graves  iiiid  Gerhard,  p.  264. 

I  Grecii  oil  the  Skin.  II  Yates  and  M'Lane. 
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general  health  of  the  patient,  we  have  at  once  a  satisfactory  reason,  not 
only  why  this  disease  should  not  always  he  hound  to  a  necessary  course, 
but  we  possess  ourselves  of  an  important  indication  of  the  most  expedi- 
tious, and  direct  means,  for  expelling  it  from  the  system.  The  still  un- 
defined nature  of  processes  called  injlammatury,  a  term  which  has  been 
applied  to  one  stage  of  this  complaint,  has  frequenily  forestalled,  in  the 
mind  of  the  practitioner,  the  idea  that  tonics  could  be  employed  witii 
advantage,  when  these  appearances  of  redness,  swelling  and  pain  have 
existed.  If  these  are  purely  inflammatory,  the  sarcasm  of  Abernethy  is 
silenced,  and  we  see  inflamn)ation  resulting  from  debility.*  A  very 
limited  medical  experience  must  prove  how  intimately  connected  are 
these  appearances  with  an  enfeebled  frame  and  debilitated  habit,  while  if 
not  promptly  checked,  they  gradually  assume  a  more  aggravated  form, 
and  become  confirmed  into  specific  erysipelas.  The  quickened  pulse, 
parched  lip,  hot  dry  skin,  and  purpling  hue,  might  demand  from  a  super- 
ficial observer  the  relief  of  antiphlogistic  remedies;  but  the  viiiaied  hu- 
mors, serous  deposits,  and  constant  tendency  to  gangrene,  indicate  the 
cause  of  the  evil,  and  it  is  with  the  cause  that  the  antagonist  powers  of 
medicine  must  grapple.  The  salt  must  be  sprinkled  at  the  fountain, 
before  the  waters  can  be  rendered  salubrious  ;  and  to  enable  the  erysipe- 
latous patient  to  derive  the  desired  benefit  from  the  prescribed  remedies,  we 
must  invigorate  the  sinking  energies  by  simultaneous  stimulation,  \\ithout 
which  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  "  vis  mcdicatrix  naiunc,^'  all  powerful 
though  it  be,  would  in  a  majority  of  cases  prove  insufficient.  This  sup- 
port we  have  every  reason  to  hope  it  will  be  found  the  part  of  tonics  to 
supply.  That  their  use  is  not  unadvised,  in  certain  forms  of  injiamma- 
tory  action,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that,  in  that  peculiar  modification  of  it 
seen  in  chronic  rheumatism,  arsenic  is  prescribed  on  the  authority  of 
Thompson  with  success  ;  and,  to  return  to  erysipelas,  further  proof  of 
their  efficacy  is  given  in  that  variety  which  attacks  the  inebriate,  in  whose 
case  it  is  well  known  that  a  continued  use  of  the  accustomed  stimulants 
is  essential  not  only  to  rapid  recovery,  but  to  life.f 

The  cases  referred  to,  were  as  follows : — 

I. — Amelia  H.,  20,  single.  Plethoric  ;  generally  well.  March  4th,  has 
felt  pain  in  her  face  three  days  ;  to-day  it  is  swollen  on  right  side,  and 
red.  Emetic.  Sails  and  senna.  March  5th.  Face  swelling  rapidly; 
right  eye  closed;  severe  pain.  Cooling  lotions  to  face.  R.  Sodae  sup. 
carb.,  gr.  x.,  three  hours. 

6th.  Swelling  increasing  ;  less  pain  in  evening  ;   pulse  100. 

7th.  Less  pain  ;  redness  and  swelling  very  great  ;  thirsty  ;  inflamma- 
tion extending  to  the  left  side;  delirium  ;  nausea  excessive.  Gave  emetic 
of  ipeciic.  In  the  evening  felt  a  great  deal  of  pain  in  the  epigastrium, 
which  was  relieved  by  the  pulv.  cret.  comp. 

8th.  In  the  morning  the  right  eye  seemed  less  inflamed.  At  noon  was 
exposed  to  a  current  of  cold  air.  In  the  evening  the  face  was  more 
swollen  and  painful  than  before;  a  feeling  of  distress  in  the  head  ;  great 
weakness ;  pulse  100.     R.  Quinine  gr.  1-8  every  hour, 

»  Abernethy's  Lectures,  Vol;  I.,  p.  49.  t  Gibson's  Surgery. 
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9th.  Passed  a  good  night.  Pulse  88,  soft;  less  pain  ;  less  inflamma- 
tion.    Increase,  quinine  to  gr.  ij.,  three  hours. 

lOth.   Head  free  from  pain.     Continue  treatment. 

11  ih.  Feels  better.     Pulse  84.    INlagnes.  sulph.     Continue  treatment. 

12lli.  Decidedly  belter  every  way. 

13tli.  Pulse  64,  soft  and  regular.     Continue  treatment. 

17th.   Discharged  well. 

ir, — Ann  G.,  aet.  9.  Subject  to  attacks  of  erysipelas,  generally  severe 
and  tedious.  March  llth.  It  occupies  the  upper  lip,  from  which  it  seems 
to  be  rapidly  spreading.  Headache  severe  ;  nausea.  Gave  emetic  ; 
senna  ;  calomel  and  Dover  at  night. 

12th.  Less  pain  ;  swelling  increasing  ;  pulse  140;  skin  dry.  R.  Liq. 
ammon.  acet.  5J.,  three  hours.  R.  Calomel,  gr.  j.  ;  ipecac,  gr.  1-4, 
three  hours. 

13th.  Erysipelas  spreading  to  the  cheeks;  eyes  closing;  skin  dry; 
tongue  rough  and  dry;  pulse  120,  weak.  Omit  other  medicine.  R. 
Quinine,  gr.j.,  three  hours. 

14th.  Slept  well  ;  feels  better ;  redness  and  swelling  less  ;  skin  wrin- 
kling ;  tongue  moist.     Continue  quinine. 

]5tli.  Pain  and  soreness  gone  from  the  face  ;  pulse  100. 

16th.  Better.     Discharged  convalescent. 

111. — Mrs.  G.,  set.  47.  Moderately  robust.  Subject  every  winter  to 
tedious  attacks  of  erysipelas,  in  the  hands  and  arms,  which  have  lasted 
from  three  to  five  weeks.  December  15ih,  found  it  occupying  the  right 
hand,  which  was  red,  swollen,  painful,  blistered  ;  has  commonly  been  re- 
lieved by  hydriodat.  potassse,  in  aqua  camphorae.  Commenced  its  use 
as  usual. 

16th.  No  better :  swelling  and  redness  extending  up  the  wrist. 

17th.  Left  hand  swelling  and  inflaming.     Gave  rhubarb  and  soda. 

18th.  Extending  up  the  arms  to  the  elbows.     CEdema. 

19th.  Inflammation  extending  to  the  shoulders  ;  face  becoming  afFect- 
ed  ;  severe  nausea  ;  syncope  and  weakness.  R.  Quinine,  gr.  j.,  every 
two  hours. 

20th.  Feels  better ;  redness,  swelling  and  pain  have  abated. 

21st.  Better ;  paler ;  skin  wrinkling  everywhere.     Continue  treatment. 

22d.  Siill  better.     GEdema  gone.     Continue  treatment. 

26ih.   Discharged  well. 

About  a  fortnight  after,  she  experienced  a  return  of  the  complaint. 
The  quinine  was  administered  immediately.  The  next  day  the  symptoms 
were  abating,  and  rapid  convalescence  followed. 

IV. — A  stout  boy,  four  years  of  age,  was  suffering  from  severe  inflam- 
mation of  the  eyelid.  On  the  sixth  day,  erysipelatous  symptoms  appear- 
ed in  the  affected  eye  ;  the  next  day,  the  other  eye  was  closing  from 
erysipelatous  inflammation.  Half  a  grain  of  quinine  was  given  every 
three  hours.  Its  extension  was  instantly  checked,  and  in  two  days  the 
eyes  were  clear  of  every  symptom  of  erysipelas  ;  though  the  original 
inflammation  lasted  several  days  longer. 
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V. — Mrs.  W.,  set.  35  ;  stout  person,  but  often  unwell.  Feb.  26th. 
Attacked  with  severe  cynanche  tonsillaris. 

27th.  Very  sick  ;  stomach  irritable  ;  nausea. 

29th.  Upper  lip  erysipelatous.  Gave  cathartic,  and  quinine,  gr.  j. 
every  two  hours. 

March  1.  Erysipelas  appearing  on  forehead,  but  drying  from  the  lip 
and  cheek.  In  the  evening  complained  of  nausea  ;  delirious.  Continue 
quinine.     R.   Magnesia. 

2d.  A  little  better  in  the  morning  ;  erysipelas  leaving  the  lower  part  of 
the  face,  but  still  severely  affecting  the  scalp.  In  the  evening,  delirious, 
with  a  tendency  to  syncope.     Carb.  ammoniae. 

3d.  Free  from  pain  ;  very  weak.     Continue  treatment. 

4th.  Varying  through  the  day  ;  stronger  in  the  evening.  Face  improv- 
ing ;  scalp  still  swollen.     Continue  treatment. 

6th.  Less  delirious ;  nausea  ;  a  little  appetite.  Omit  medicine  ;  take 
wine  and  wormwood. 

6th.   Heavy  perspiration  ;  better. 

8th.  Convalescing  ;  no  signs  of  suppuration  on  scalp. 

10th.     Discharged  well. 

It  should  be  stated  that  these  are  not  selected  cases,  but  all  that  came 
under  my  observation  during  th.e  past  year,  and  are  mentioned  in  the 
order  in  which  they  occurred.  If  in  the  fifth  case  the  effect  ol  the  quinine 
to  jugulate  the  disease  was  equivocal,  it  is  still  clear  that  it  hastened  the 
resolution  of  the  inflammation  in  the  various  parts  affected,  and  prevented 
the  suppuration  which  commonly  follows  so  severe  an  affection  of  the 
scalp,  from  occurring  at  all,  though  the  irritability  of  the  stomach  which 
commenced  in  the  previous  affection  formed  a  great  obstacle  to  its  efSca- 
cious  administration.  W.  T.  Parker. 

South  Boston,  April  17,  1844. 


WOUND   IN    UTERO-SNAKE-BITES— HAIR   PIN   IN    THE   TRACHEA. 

IConimunicatec]  for  the  Boston  Medical  ami  Sur>;ical  Journal.] 

1  BEG  leave  to  refer  to  an  editorial  article  in  the  London  Lancet  (No.  17, 
Vol.  1st,  1843—4)  on  the  "  Infiuence  of  the  sensorium  on  the  organic 
action  of  the  body,"  as  an  introduction  to  tlie  two  following  cases. 

Wound  in  Utero. — June  13th,  1842,  attended  Mrs.  L.  in  her  second 
labor,  which  was  natural  and  easy.  1  observed,  in  delivering  the  child 
to  the  nurse,  a  bright  red  spot  on  the  left  knee,  which  upon  a  closer  ex- 
amination proved  to  be  an  open  wound,  about  the  size  of  a  half-dime,  of 
a  triangular  shape,  with  one  line  running  from  it  in  an  outward  direction 
across  the  lower  part  of  the  patella,  to  the  distance  of  something  less 
than  an  inch,  and  another  downward  on  the  inside  of  the  joint,  hnlf  the 
length  of  the  other.  Each  of  these  lines  presented  the  appearance  of  a 
recent  wound  through  the  greater  part  of  their  length  ;  but  at  the  ex- 
tremities they  were  cicatrized.  Tlie  centre  of  the  wound  was  slightly  de- 
pressed.    On  examining  the  other  knee,  I  found  a  perfectly-formed  cica- 
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trix,  extending  in  an  irregular  line  across  tlie  joint.  Five  or  six  weeks 
alter  birtli  1  found  the  wound  entirely  healed,  and  the  extent  of  the 
cicatrices  as  at  first.  Calling  on  the  27th  inst.  to  vaccinate  a  younger 
child,  1  found  that  these  cicatrices  had  "  grown  with  the  growth  "  of  the 
child,  so  that  each  of  them  was  at  least  double  its  original  leni^th.  Dr. 
Dixon,  at  my  request,  made  very  accurate  sketches  of  these  as  they  now 
appear.  This  child  also  had  at  birth  a  small  scabby  sore  near  the  ver- 
tex, and  less  appearance  of  hair  in  that  neighborhood.  There  is  now  a 
bald  spot  in  the  same  place,  of  the  size  of  a  dollar. 

Mrs.  L.'s  present  infant,  two  months  old,  has  a  bright  scarlet  stain  of 
an  irregular  shape  on  the  middle  of  the  forehead.  Both  the  children  are 
perfectly  healthy.  The  mother,  unlike  most  women,  assigns  no  cause 
for  these  appearances,  but  says,  that  previous  to  the  birtli  of  the  wound- 
ed child,  when  she  w^as  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  month,  the  older 
one  had  an  attack  of  inflammation  of  the  brain — that  she  felt  great 
anxiety,  was  much  on  her  knees  by  its  cradle  ministering  to  its  necessities, 
applying  ice  to  the  head,  he.  As  it  regards  the  present  infant,  she  has 
no  recollection  of  any  unusual  feeling  or  circumstance,  with  the  exception 
of  two  alarms  of  fire  in  her  immediate  vicinity,  when  she  was  five  or  six 
months  gone. 

Both  of  these  cicatrices  of  wounds  (or  whatever  they  ought  to  be 
called)  produced  in  utero,  have  n)ore  than  doubled  in  length  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Query. — Does  the  cicatrix  of  a  wound  in  the  skin,  made 
and  healed  during  early  infancy,  increase  in  extent,  in  proportion  ta 
the  growth  of  the  child  ? 


Left  Knee. 


Right  Knee. 


These  are  accurate  drawings  of  two  cicatrices,  described  above,  taken  at  tlie 
request  of  Dr.  Hoit.  E.  H.  Dixon. 


In  1827  I  attended  a  lady  in  labor  with  her  first  child,  both  of  whose 
feet  were  turned  upwards,  with  the  soles  towards  the  face.  Before  1  had 
seen  the  extremities,  the  mother  asked,  with  much  earnestness — "  has  the 
child  handsome  feel?"  On  mentioning  the  fact  of  the  deformity,  the 
same  evening,  to  an  older  sister  of  the  lady,  she  musingly  observed,  that 
it  was  a  curious  circumstance,  for  her  sister  "  had  been  remarkable  from 
her  childhood  for  a  propensity  to  scan  the  feet  of  a  new  acquaintance, 
with  a  critical  eye,  of  making   it  the  first   and  almost  sole  subject  of  re- 
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rnark,  and  that  with  an    earnestness   peculiarly  her  own,  and  hard   to 
•describe." 

Snake  Bites. — Some  time  since  (I  cannot  refer  to  the  No.)  there  was 
a  notice  in  this  Journal  of  a  work  on  Mexico  by  a  lady  (Mad.  Calderon  ?) 
jn  which  it  was  stated  that  the  Indians  of  Mexico  had  a  custom  of  inocu- 
lating themselves  with  the  virus  of  rattlesnakes,  as  a  protection  against 
their  bite,  and,  I  think,  of  that  of  reptiles  in  general.  This  re-called  to 
my  mind  the  remark  1  had  frequently  heard,  during  my  residence  in  the 
upper  part  of  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  that  one  would  "  become  used  to 
snake  bites."  The  Highlands  in  that  neighborhood  are  infested  with  the 
ratdesnake  and  red  adder;  and  it  is  said,  that  if  one  recovers  from  the 
first  bite  by  one  of  these  reptiles,  he  is  comparative/ y  little  affected  by  a 
second.  A  young  woman  showed  me  her  leg  tlie  day  after  she  had  been 
bitten  just  below  the  inner  ankle  by  a  red  adder.  There  was  a  redness 
on  the  inside  of  the  call",  but  very  little  swelling.  She  liad  but  little 
anxiety  respecting  it,  because,  as  she  said,  she  had  been  bitten  before,  and 
that  consequently  it  was  not  of  mucii  importance.  Young  dogs,  in  the 
commencement  of  their  snake  hunting,  "  fight  shy,"  and  suffer  dreadfully 
if  bitten  ;  but  after  recovery  they  attack  with  more  boldness  ;  and  an 
*'  old  snaJcer^'  will  dash  upon  the  foe  with  all  the  dogged  valor  of  a 
Blucher  or  a  Murat,as  though  resolved  to  t/o,  without  a  thought  o^  dying. 
Query,  en  passant,  for  the  homoeopaths — Should  not  the  bite  of  a  mos- 
cheto  be  a  remedy  for  that  of  the  rattlesnake  ? 

Hair  Pin  inthe  Trachea. — In  the  month  of  October,  1841,  the  son 
of  Lt.  Gov.  Havvley,  of  Connecticut,  aged  about  2^^  years,  then  on  a 
visit  to  the  city,  was  suddenly  seized  with  strangulation  and  bleeding  from 
the  mouth.  Being  convinced  that  there  was  a  forei<:n  substance  in  the 
trachea,  and  that  probably  an  angular  or  sharp-pointed  thing  (there  were 
carpet  tacks  scattered  on  the  floor),  I  informed  the  family  that  an  opera- 
tion would  be  necessary.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  the  obstructing 
cause  appeared  to  be  removed,  and  respiration  become  natm'al.  But  this 
state  of  quiet  was  soon  succeeded  by  a  fit  of  strangling,  and  with  such 
alternations  the  case  continued  for  about  thirty  horns,  when  tracheotomy 
was  performed  by  Drs.  Mott  and  Carnochan,  and,  to  the  surprise  of  all, 
a  hair  pin,  two  inches  in  length,  with  a  head  of  the  size  of  a  common 
pea,  \\  as  found  and  removed.  The  patient  recovered  completely. 
New  York,  Ajjril  Sth,  1844.  Moore  Hoit. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,      APRIL    24,    18  4  4. 

Chailly's  Midv)ifery.* — This   invaluable  work,  by  an  eminent  savan  of 
Paris,  having  received  the  approval  of  the  University  of  France,  and  been 

*  A  Practical  Treatise  on  Midwiferv,  hv  M.  Chailly,M.L).,  Ac.  Translaied  from  the  French,  and 
edited,  by  G.  S.  Bedford,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwilery,  &c.,  in  the  University  of  New  York- 
iiar|ier  &  Brothers.     1844. 
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constituted  a  text  book  in  the  faculties  and  schools  of  that  country,  has 
been  so  highly  commended  in  the  European  journals  on  both  sides  of  the 
channel,  that  no  little  gratification  will  be  felt  at  the  announcement  of  its 
translation  and  re-publication  here,  so  early  after  its  appearance.  Pro- 
fessor Bedford  has  done  a  real  service  to  the  profession  by  the  faithfulness 
with  which  he  has  performed  his  task,  not  only  in  the  office  of  a  translator, 
but  by  the  numerous  annotations  with  which  he  has  accompanied  the 
work,  nsany  of  which  are  of  great  practical  value. 

M.  Chailly  has  long  been  the  favored  pupil  of  the  oracle  in  this  depart- 
ment, even  in  the  Parisian  schools,  the  renowned  Paul  Dubois  ;  by  whose 
instrumentality  he  was  called  to  occupy  the  post  of  "  Chief  of  the  Obstet- 
ric Clinique  of  the  Faculty  of  Pnris."  His  extensive  experience,  as  the 
assistant  of  jM.  Dubois  in  the  city,  as  also  in  La  Maternite,  and  at  La 
Clinique,  render  M.  Chailly  a  high  authority  in  this  important  depart- 
ment. In  this  work,  he  appears  to  have  aimed  at  providing  students  and 
accoucheurs  with  a  standard  work  both  for  study  and  reference,  exclu- 
sively practical  in  its  character,  and  so  simplified  in  its  arrangement  and 
details  as  to  inspire  a  taste  for  more  diligent  cultivation  of  the  obstetric 
art.  And  though  other  recent  European  works  on  Midwifery  have  been 
re-pubiished  in  this  country,  confessedly  of  great  merit,  yet  this  volume  of 
M.  Chailly  cannot  fail  to  be  regarded  as  possessing  peculiar  claims  to  the 
favor  of  the  profession. 

The  limits  of  this  notice  forbid  any  extended  reference  to  the  American 
improvements  of  the  work,  but  among  the  additions  made  by  Professor 
Bedford  will  be  found  one  of  signal  interest  to  the  cause  of  science  and 
humanity.  It  is  a  case  of  vaginal  hysterotomy,  rendered  necessary  by 
the  adhesion  of  the  OS  tincae,  consequent  upon  the  unsuccessful  attempts 
of  a  female  monster  to  produce  abortion  by  instrumental  means.  The  his- 
tory of  this  case  is  a  sad  commentary'-  on  the  inefficiency  of  civil  and 
moral  police  even  in  a  great  city,  for  the  prevention  of  a  crime,  against 
which  penal  laws  are  included  in  the  code  of  every  civilized  nation  on 
earth  ;  and  yet  openly  practised,  and  even  professed  by  public  advertise- 
ments, and  by  women,  too,  with  almost  entire  impunity.  In  this  instance 
professional  science  and  skill  preserved  both  the  mother  and  child,  by  a 
surgical  expedient  the  details  of  which  will  be  found  to  possess  both 
novelty  and  interest  to  the  profession. 

The  book  has  been  produced  by  the  Harpers,  in  a  style  very  creditable 
to  them  as  publishers,  and  is  illustrated  with  more  than  two  hundred  wood 
cuts,  which  will  be  found  both  neatly  and  accurately  executed.  We  be- 
speak for  it  an  extensive  patronage. 


Caucasia?i  and  Negro  Races. — Two  lectures  are  before  us  on  the  Natu- 
ral History  of  these  two  families  of  man,  by  Josiah  C.  Nott,  M.D.,  of 
Mobile.  He  says  they  were  written  in  the  midst  of  pressing  professional 
engagements — without  the  idea  of  publication — to  be  delivered  before  a 
popular  institution.  The  essential  point,  to  which  he  particularly  directs 
attention,  is  the  effects  of  crossing  races,  not  heretofore  suffioienilv  consider^ 
ed.  "  My  belief  is,"  says  Dr.  Nott,  "  that  the  human  race  nre'descended 
from  original  stocks,  which  were  essentially  different — that  these  original 
stocks  were  placed,  by  an  all-wise  Creator,  in  the  climate  and  situation 
best  suited  to   their  organization.     The  black  man  was  placed  in  tropica! 
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Africa,  because  he  was  suiled  to  this  climate  and  no  other.  The  statis- 
tics of  our  nortliern  cities  show  that  the  proportion  of  deaths  amongst  the 
blacks,  compared  with  the  whites,  is  nearly  throe  to  one." 

Dr.  Nott  has  certainly  brought  a  vast  number  of  ingenious  arguments, 
and  condensed  them  into  a  small  space — which  are  pillars  to  sustain  what 
seems  to  be  a  favorite  theory  with  iiim — viz.,  that  there  were  two  original 
and  distinct  lines  of  men  from  the  beginning.  He  has  no  confidence  in 
the  Mosaic  account  of  the  origin  of  man.  It  being  inconvenient  to  tran- 
scribe enough  of  these  lectures  to  show  the  manner  of  conducting  the  in- 
quiry, we  must  content  ourselves  with  simply  copying  the  author's  own 
synopsis  of  his  investigations. 

"  1.  I  have  shown  that  it  is  proven,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  instead  of  one, 
there  have  been  many  creations,  and  that  each  successive  creation  has 
placed  upon  the  earth  entire  new  genera,  and  species  of  animals  and 
plants,  different  from  those  which  existed  before. 

"2.  I  have  shown  that  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  there  have 
been  creations  in  the  Animal  and  Vegetable  kingdoms  since  the  flood  of 
Noah. 

"  3.  I  have  shown  that  these  facts  do  not  necessarily  conflict  with  the 
Old  or  New  Testament. 

"  4.  I  have  shown  by  historical  flicts  that  Negroes  existed  4.000  years 
ago,  with  the  same  physical  characteristics  which  belong  to  them  now. 

"5.  1  have  shown,  that  though  it  may  exist,  no  relationship  can  be 
traced  between  them  and  Noah's  family. 

"  6.  I  have  shown  that  all  history  proves  that  the  Negro  never  has  nor 
never  can  live  out  of  a  warm  climate,  or  the  white  man  in  tropical  Africa. 

"  7.  I  have  shown  that  the  Caucasian  and  Negro  differ  in  their  Ana- 
tomical and  Physiological  characters,  and  that  both  written  history  and 
natural  history  prove  that  these  differences  could  not  be  produced  by  cli- 
mate and  other  physical  causes. 

"8.  I  have  shown  by  Analogies  from  the  Vegetable  and  Animal  king- 
doms, that  there  ought  to  be  different  species  in  the  human  race. 

"  9.  I  have  shown  that  there  now  exists  and  has  existed,  as  far  as  his- 
tory speaks,  a  marked  moral  and  intellectual  disparity  between  the  races, 
and  that  a  high  slate  of  civilization  never  has  existed  in  any  other  than 
the  Caucasian  race. 

"  10.  I  have  shown  that  there  are  good  grounds  for  believing  that  the 
varieties  of  men  seen  in  any  particular  country,  and  the  physical  ap- 
proximation seen  in  different  tribes,  originate  in  the  mingling  of  different 
races. 

"11.  I  have  shown  that  similarity  in  language  and  religion  proves 
nothing. 

"  12.  I  have  shown  that  there  are  strong  facts  to  prove  that  the  Mulatto 
is  a  hybrid." 


Dr.  Dunglison^s  Introductory. — An  introductory  to  the  course  of  lec- 
tures delivered  by  Dr.  Dunglison,  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  hav- 
ing been  carefully  laid  by  in  a  drawer,  has  unfortunately  been  overlooked 
for  some  weeks.  But  gold  is  not  changed  by  time,  nor  are  sentiments 
like  those  characterizing  this  lecture,  altered  by  the  lapse  of  days  or 
years.     We  cannot  give  it   that   attention  to  which  it  is  entitled,  without 
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drawing  too  much,  from  the  pamphlet,  and   thus  occupying  more   space 
than  we  can  well  spare. 

By  the  way,  the  new  edition  of  Dr.  Dunglison's  Physiology  seems  not 
to  be  on  sale  here.  A  work  taking  such  rank  should  be  in  every  book- 
store in  New  England.     We  have  not  seen  a  solitary  copy. 

Quackery  Exposed. — Drs.  J.  Bennett  and  J.  Lamborn  have  published  a 
book  at  Cincinnati,  to  show  the  imposition  and  false  pretensions  practised 
in  the  Medico-Botanical  College  in  that  city.  Thev  make  Thomsonism 
appear  in  its  true  colors.  They  were  students  of  the  institution  under 
the  management  of  A.  Curtis,  M.D.,  but  ascertained,  by  experience,  that 
it  was  utterly  impossible  to  practise  medicine  with  sucli  remedies  as  they 
were  taught  to  use.  The  history  which  they  give  of  the  Trollope  Bazaar, 
now  used  for  the  Botanic  School,  will  have  a  tendency  to  open  the  eyes 
of  that  phalanx  of  western  dolts,  who  are  duped  out  of  the  precious  time 
for  improvement,  duped  out  of  their  money,  and  made  the  laughing  slock 
of  the  community. 


National  Institute. — Among  the  medical  gentlemen  at  the  first  meeting 
of  this  new  and  popular  national  institution,  which  has  lately  held  a  conven- 
tion at  Washington,  was  Dr.  W.  H.  Van  Buren,  of  the  U.  S.  Army, 
who  read  an  essay  on  the  "  Effects  of  Quinine  on  the  human  System  as  a 
remedial  Agent.'''  Dr.  J.  R.  W.  Dunbar,  of  Baltimore,  read  a  paper  on 
"  the  inqjortance  of  Physiology  as  a  Branch  of  Knoioledge."  Dr.  Sewall, 
of  Washington,  also  read  an  interesting  paper. 

Medical  Society. —  At  the  annual  New  Haven  County  meeting  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  held  at  the  Park  House  in  New  Haven, 
April  11,  1844,  the  following  officers  were  elected  : 

Chairman. — Reynold  Webb,  M.D.,  of  Madison. 

Clerk. — Pliny  A.  Jewett,  M.D.,  of  New  Haven. 

Fe//o?(;s.— Jonathan  Knight,  M.D.,  of  New  Haven  ;  Joel  Canfield,  M.D., 
of  Guilford;  Levi  Ives,  M^D.,  of  New  Haven  ;  Pliny  A.  Jewett,  M.D.,  of 
New  Haven;  and  Ambrose  Beardsley,  M.D.,  of  Birmingham. 

Covimittee  of  Publication. — Eli  Ives,  M.D.,  Jonathan  Knight,  M.D., 
and  Charles  Hooker,  M.D. 

Committee  on  Credcnlials.—Y .  M.  Dow,  M.D.,  Joel  Canfield,  M.D., 
and  Henry  Bronson,  M.D. 

David  L.  Daggett,  M.D.,  and  Levi  D.  Wilcoxson,  M.D.,  were  elected 
to  read  Dissertations  at  the  next  meeting. 

National  Homoeopathic  Institute. —  On  Wednesday,  April  10th,  the  anni- 
versary of  Hahnemann'.s  birth,  a  convention  of  homoeopathic  physicians 
from  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  met  at  Lyceum  Hall,  New 
York"  and  organized  themselves  into  a  National  Homoeopathic  Institution, 
to  meet,  hereafter,  annually — Dr.  Herring,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  chair. 
More  particulars  will  be  given  whenever  a  report  is  published.  How  did 
it  happen  that  a  very  prominent  homoeopathic  practitioner  of  Boston  was 
not  permitted  to  have  a  seat  in  the  convention  ?  A  central  bureau  of  the 
Institute  is  to  be  at  Philadelphia,  with  a  Corresponding  Secretary  and 
board  of  Censors  in  each  of  the  Slates,  for  the  examination  of  candidates. 
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Leprosy. — This  disease  is  so  rife  and  so  fatal  on  the  borders  of  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  that  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  has  sent  a 
message  in  regard  to  the  matter  to  the  Legislature  of  the  Province.  It  is 
represented  to  resemble  the  leprosy  of  the  17th  century.  The  house 
voted  £500  for  medical  aid. 


Progress  of  Phreiwlogy. — Since  Mr.  Combe  left  the  United  States,  the 
Messrs.  Fowlers  are  important  pillars  on  which  phrenology  rests.  They 
are  now  the  only  men  in  the  country  \vho  are  uninterruptedly  devoted  to 
the  investigation  and  propagation  of  its  principles.  They  are  not  only 
men  of  laborious  industry,  but  thorough  scholars  in  cerebral  anatomy  and 
general  physiology.  The  Cabinet  collected  by  these  brothers  is  one  of  the 
most  curious  museums  in  An)erica.  Were  it  properly  arranged,  in  a  hall 
sufficiently  spacious,  it  would  astonish  the  people.  Mr.  0.  S.  Fowler 
proposes  publishing  an  uniform  edition  of  all  his  phrenological  productions. 


Insects  in  the  Ear. — Baron  Larrey,  during  the  inspection,  of  Algeria, 
which  he  made  a  short  time  before  his  death,  used  to  advise  the  soldiers  to 
cover  their  ears  well  when  they  slept  in  the  fields,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  insects  or  the  deposit  of  their  larvae.  On  one  occasion  a  man 
affected  with  intractable  otorrhoea  was  brought  to  him;  he  examined  the 
car,  used  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  drew  out  a  white  worm,  two  thirds  of  an 
inch  in  length.     The  otorrhoea  was  soon  cured. — Lond.  Med.  Times. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Jacob  Martin,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  has 
been  appointed  Secretary  of  Legation  to  France. — The  smallpox  has 
subsided  at  Cincinnati.  Seventeen  hundred  and  twelve  persons  were 
vaccinated  by  order  of  the  city.  An  epidemic  erysipelas — generally 
called  at  the  West, ^ZacAr  tongue — has  reached  that  city.  It  has  been  very 
fatal  at  Delhi,  a  few  miles  from  Cincinnati,  for  son)e  time  past. — Mr. 
Fowler,  in  the  February  No.  of  the  Phrenological  Journal,  says  that  the 
women  of  New  Hampshire  have  the  largest  heads  and  the  best  forms  of 
any  females  in  the  Union. — A  woman  in  her  90ih  year,  at  Nantucket,  has 
cut  a  third  set  of  teeth,  and  has  also  recovered  her  vision. — Two  of  the 
Professors  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical  Department  have  been  indicted  by 
the  Grand  Jury,  in  consequence,  it  is  said,  of  the  nuisance,  out  of  which 
grew  the  recent  outbreak  in  that  city. — Dr.  Samuel  Parkman,  of  this  city, 
as  we  learn  from  Castleton,  Vt.,  is  lecturing  with  great  acceptance  in  the 
professorship  to  which  he  was  recently  elected,  and  to  a  larger  class  than 
was  ever  before  assembled  in  the  Medical  College  there. 

Died,— In  South  Reading,  Mass.,  of  lung  fever,  Hon.  Thaddeus  SpauUling» 
M.D.,  52— a  skilful  practitioner,  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  for  the 
County  of  Middlesex.  Dr.  S.  was  one  of  the  original  subscribers  to  this  Journal. 
— At  Middlebury,  Mass.,  Asa  Andrews,  M.D.,  24— in  consequence  of  erysipelas 
induced  by  a  post-mortern  examination. — In  London,  Sir  Henry  Halford,  who  had 
been  successively  physician  to  three  Kings.     His  name,  originally,  was  Vaughan. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  20,  41. — Males,  24  ;  Females,  17.     Stillborn,  2. 

Of  con-sumption,  9— suicide,  1 — teething,  3 — dropsy  in  the  head,  I— old  age,  1— abscess,  1 — intem- 
perance, 1— scarlet  fever,  5— infantile,  2— infliininiHlion  of  the  bowels,! — lung  fever,  2— dropsy,  3 — 
drowned,  1— inflammation  of  the  liver,  1— typhus  fever,  1— tumor,  1— croup,  1 — disease  of  the  heart, 
1 — apoplexy,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — nervous  fever,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1. 

Under  5  years,  1-1— between  .5  and  20  years,  6— between  20  and  60  years,  16— over  60  years,  5. 
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New  Medical  Works. — We  learn  from  New  York,  that  Dr.  Reese,  of 
that  city,  is  preparing  for  the  press,  with  numerous  improvements,  an 
American  edition  of  the  work  just  published  in  Dublin,  entitled,  "Medi- 
cines, their  uses  and  modes  of  administration,  including  a  complete  Con- 
spectus of  the  three  British  Pharmacopoeias;  an  account  of  all  the  new 
remedies,  and  an  appendix  of  formulae.  By  J.  Moore  Neligan,  M.D.,  of 
Dublin."  Dr.  Reese  will  superadd  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  to  the  Con- 
spectus, and  numerous  critical  and  practical  notes,  including  everything 
new  and  important  in  recent  improvements  at  home  or  abroad.  It  will  be 
published  by  the  Harpers  in  a  few  weeks. 

Among  the  new  works  recently  published  in  London,  worthy  of  re- 
print here,  we  have  already  named  Dr.  Ridge's  volume  on  Glossology, 
which  is  certainly  an  ingenious  and  elaborate  production,  and  one  per- 
fectly unique.  He  professes  to  have  reduced  the  examination  of  the 
tongue  for  purposes  of  diagnosis  to  a  system.  Mathematical  divisions  of 
the  tongue  are  here  made,  and  these  are  described  by  maps  and  plates, 
which  are  remarkably  well  executed.  Not  only  does  the  author  describe 
the  laws  of  fouling  and  cleaning,  as  these  processes  take  place  upon  the 
tongue,  but  he  claims  to  be  able  to  point  out  the  connection  of  certain 
parts  of  the  tongue  with  certain  organs  of  the  body,  so  that  diseases  of 
structure  and  function  may  be  diagnozed  accurately  by  examining  the 
tongue.  Hence  he  describes  the  dyspeptic,  febrile,  inflammatory,  cerebral, 
rheumatic,  pulmonary  and  cardiac  tongue,  &c.,  and  he  argues  that  the 
nature  and  seat  of  diseases  may  be  detected  and  discriminated  by  cultivat- 
ing this  new  science  of  glossology,  even  when  neither  the  other  physical 
or  rational  signs  are  sufficient  for  a  true  diagnosis.  There  is  an  earnest- 
ness and  sincerity  of  manner  in  this  book,  accompanied  by  a  becoming 
modesty,  which  entitle  the  author  to  respect. 

Stafford  on  Spinal  Diseases. — Dr.  Stafford,  of  London,  has  lately  pub- 
lished two  essays  on  Angular  and  Lateral  Curvature  of  the  Spine,  and 
their  treatment,  which  possess  great  merit,  as  may  be  safely  inferred  from 
their  having  taken  the  Jacksonian  prize  of  the  Koyal  College  of  Surgeons. 
It  is  accompanied  with  plates,  descriptive  of  the  instruments  recommended 
by  the  author,  and  reports  of  cases  treated  under  his  observation,  which 
are  full  of  interest  to  the  profession. 

Dr.  Hunt  on  Neuralgia. — Dr.  Henry  Hunt,  of  London,  has  just  issued 
a  new  work  on  Tic  Douloureux,  Sciatica  and  other  neuralgic  disorders, 
their  nature  and  treatment.-  It  is  distinguished  by  an  ingenious  discrimi- 
nation of  the  causes  upon  which  these  painful  and  often  obscure  affections 
depend,  which,  if  adopted,  will  be  an  antidote  to  the  empiricism  by  which 
their  treatment  is  too  often  conducted  even  by  medical  men.  The  author 
is  a  learned  and  practical  physician,  and  his  work  gives  evidence  of  ex- 
tensive opportunities  for  observation,  which  have  been  improved  with 
commendable  diligence.  His  observations  on  the  varieties  of  neuralgic 
affections,  and  especially  upon  their  respective  treatment,  are  new  and 
important. 

New  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum. — The  bill  relative'  to  the  Slate  Lu-. 
natic  Asylum  has  passed  the  New  York  Assembly.  An  amendment  was 
added — appropriating  to  the  Hudson  Lunatic  Asylum  the  sum  of  $5000 
annually  until  1857,  the  Asylum  to  maintain  during  that  time  fifty  indi- 
gent insane  persons. 
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SIR  HENRY  HALFORD. 

Sir  Henry  Halford  was  born  at  Leicester,  in  tlie  year  1766,  and  in 
the  month  of  October.  The  son  of  a  physician,  Dr.  Vau^han,  he  may 
be  said  to  have  inherited  his  profession  ;  to  which,  by  academical  courses, 
performed  at  Rugby  first,  and  afterwards  at  Christchurch,  Oxford,  he 
added  the  ornament  of  extensive  classical  acquirements  ;  tiie  practical 
use  of  which  Sir  Henry  was  one  of  the  few  men  of  his  day  who  under- 
stood. In  1794,  after  pursuing  for  some  time  his  studies  in  Edinburgh, 
at  that  time  the  seat  of  medical  education,  he  became  M.D.,  settled  in 
London,  and  shortly  afterwards  married  into  the  noble  family  ol  St.  John. 
Here  was  the  root  of  his  success  ;  the  opportunity  for  proving  his  skill  ; 
the  power  of  displaying  himself.  Shortly  after  this,  by  the  death  of  his 
mother's  cousin,  he  became  possessed  of  a  fortune  sufficient  to  uphold 
him  suitably  in  that  high  rank  his  marriage  had  won  for  him.  Fi'om  this 
moment.  Sir  Henry  Halford  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice  in  the  hiuhest 
circles;  and  not  many  years  after  (1809),  taking  the  name  of  Halford. 
from  his  maternal  great-uncle.  Sir  Charles  Halford,  of  VVistow,  who  left 
him  his  heir,  lie  received  the  honor  of  a  baronetcy  from  George  HI. 
This  led  to  his  appointment,  along  with  Drs.  Willis,  Baillie  and  Heber- 
den,  to  the  attendance  on  His  Majesty  during  his  lunacy.  He  was 
so  much  all  things  to  all  men,  that  he  had  only  to  enter  a  circle  to  be  its 
charm.  Once  in  court,  the  court  found  it  a  necessity  to  have  him.  To 
some  other  peer,  Sir  Henry  was  alike  indispensable.  To  the  one  he  was 
such  a  charming,  well-bred  man  !  to  the  other,  so  learned  and  gentle- 
manly a  savant.  Fascinations  went  with  him,  as  light  with  the  moon. 
More  permanently  :  for  to  four  successive  monarcbs  has  Sir  Henry  been 
physician.      Witli  a  Wolsey's  rise,  he  has  had  no  Wolsey's  fall. 

The  attendance  on  George  HI.  forced  on  our  classical  baronet  a  study 
of  lunacy,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  his  beautiful  essay  on  madness. 
Good  sense,  nice  discrimination,  elegant  learning,  mark  this  dissertation 
with  the  pervading  characteristics  of  his  style.  He  illustrates,  by  a  very 
apt  instance  in  his  own  experience,  the  test  of  madness  laid  down  by 
Hamlet  : 

-Extasv  ? 


M\'  pulse  as  yours  doth  temperately  Iceep  time, 
And  makes  as  healthful  music.     It'is  not  madness 
That  I  have  uttered  :  bring  me  to  the  test, 
And  I  the  matter  will  re-word,  which  madness 
Would  gambol  from. 

13 
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or  Sir  Henry's  scientific  qualifications  it  may  be  said,  that  they  were 
neither  of  great  extent,  nor  by  any  means  so  humble  as  son)e  report. 
Our  explanation  of  this  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  of  his  sudden  ex- 
ahation  into  large  |)ractice,  and  thai  too  amongst  a  class  where  disease  is 
more  of  the  fancy  than  of  fact,  and  gives,  therefore,  less  experience  in 
the  cases  which  are  constantly  calling  on  all  the  resources  of  the  medical 
art,  and  forcing  on  the  capacious  mind  large  views  in  theory  and  bold  re- 
sults in  practice.  Reason,  of  a  like  kind,  is,  that  Sir  Henry  Halforrj  was 
never  attached  (if  we  except  a  very  short  connection  with  tlie  Middle- 
sex hospital)  as  medical  officer  to  any  of  the  public  institutions.  At  his 
time,  when  pathology  was  comparatively  little  understood,  such  a  service 
gave  the  only  means  of  making  its  acquaintance,  and  was  tlie  grand  and 
almost  necessary  step  to  high  professional  competency.  Men  of  high 
standing,  contemporaries  of  his,  had  here  a  great  advantage  over  hiu) — 
Babington,  Baillie,  Currie,  Warren,  Pearson,  Chambers,  Elliotson,  each 
superior  to  him  in  their  knowledge  of  the  machinery  with  which  they 
were  dealing,  and  in  that  kind  of  skill,  which  would  wisely  suggest  and 
daringly  adopt  for  new  exigencies — new  and  active  modes  of  treatment. 
It  is  not,  indeed,  to  be  doubted  that  Sir  Henry  was  no  miracle  of  medical 
skill.  He  never  dreamed  of  preceding  his  age.  He  was  not  one  of 
your  Elliotsons  or  Broussais,  who,  like  American  backwoods-men,  clear 
away  forests  and  lay  down  roads,  though  rough  ones.  His  medical  duties 
extended,  at  the  fullest,  but  to  Macadainizing  the  road  Hippocrates  open- 
ed. On  some  parts,  even,  he  showed  the  most  complete  deficiency.  It 
would  be  no  great  wonder,  then,  if  Halford  were  not  any  miracle  of 
medical  science ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  known  to  be  not.  His  diag- 
nosis of  diseases  of  the  chest  (and  cardiac  and  pulmonic  diseases  are  un- 
happily too  frequent  and  destructive  in  our  climate),  was  worth  nothing. 
He  has  not  left  behind  him  a  discovery,  a  new  theory,  or  a  considerable 
emendation  of  an  old  one.  His  Essays — admirable,  intellectual,  and 
founded  in  truth  as  they  are,  will  serve  his  fame,  infinitely  sooner  as  a 
scholar  or  a  philosopher  than  as  a  profound  man  of  science.  Yet,  in 
spite  of  these  evident  deficiencies,  this  favoretl  physician  won  "  golden 
opinions  from  all  sorts  of  people:"  his  approach  was  hailed,  and  truly,  as 
the  advent  of  health.  He  had  the  art  to  make  patients  believe  in  him 
as  a  superior  man — to  repose  a  blind  confidence  in  him.  He  moved, 
and  looked  and  smiled,  and  talked  them  into  a  creed  of  his  ability.  He 
ivas  a  man ;  and  manhood,  presented  somewhat  in  its  abstraction  — 
shorn  of  its  drawback  of  nianner  or  weakness  of  nature — is  a  rarity  in  this 
world  of  ours,  never  exhibited  save  to  win — to  secure  homage.  His  po- 
sition of  adviser  aqd  aid  gave  him  an  advantage,  and  he  knew  how  to 
use  it  I  He  loas  the  great  man  to  the  patient — as  every  physician  is  in 
the  hour  of  danger — and  lie  knew  how  to  tnake  the  truth  felt.  This 
self-command — this  self-apotheosis,  if  modestly  conducted,  is  a  wondrous 
quality  for  the  surgeon  or  physician — and  still  more  for  his  patient. 
Faith  saves  physically  as  well  as  morally — and  to  lull  the  trembling 
mind  to  ease,  is  to  stay  the  heart's  ra|)id  pulsation';,  to  allay  the  blood's 
fever,  and   to  stop   life   in    its   quickening  flight  with  strengthened  wings 
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from  the  human  teneinpnt.  The  first,  t!ie  second  and  t!)p  third  high 
qualification  of  an  orator  is  action  ;  the  first,  smmfl  and  third  qualifica- 
tion of  a  physician  is  the  power  of  acquirini:  a  pioper  ccnfidence. 

The  izenerality  of  medical  men  attach  loo  pxclusive  an  iini'.ortance  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  mere  ■drug.  Th-ey  deal  with  people  as  if  there 
were  nothing  psychical  in  iheui.  If  their  diaunosis  he  correct,  tliey  write 
their  prescriptions,  and  there  is  a  stop  to  tlieir  operations.  As  we  get 
highf  r,  we  find  that  besid^^s  the  grairis  and  scruples  of  this  and  that  drug, 
men  are  equally  anxk^us  {f^r  the  care  of  the  mnid.  If  part  of  the  frame 
be  diseased,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  whole  should  not  combine  against 
the  eiiemy.  This  ceniralizalion  of  forces — this  use  of  all  the  powers  at 
his  command,  is  the  highest  dnty  and  accomplisliment  of  the  physician  ; 
and  for  the  simple  reason,  that  it  is  infinitely  the  hardest.  It  was  here 
that  Sir  Henry  Haiford  exhibited  merit  that  was  not  overpaid,  even  by 
the  fullest  extent  of  his  success.  For,  first  of  all,  he  addressed  himself 
to  the  confidence  of  his  patient,  by  a  perfect  self-possession,  never  tinged 
with  the  least  shade  of  doubt  or  despondency.  Then  he  won  his  heart 
by  lending  ear  to  his  detail  of  all  he  suffered  -,  pains  on  this  side,  and 
pains  here  and  there  ;  and  how  painful,  and  when  most  painful  ;  together 
wiih  an  interesting  history  of  this  ver)'  complaint,  in  connection  with  his 
whole  family,  and  how  many  had  died  of  it,  and  so  on.  During  this 
tedious  rehearsal.  Sir  Henry  remained  listening;  without  impatience,  not 
even  as  one  bound  to  hear,  but  as  if  the  matters  rlilated  upon  were  really 
of  importance.  Courteous  and  gentle  in  his  manners,  and  particularly 
indulgent  to  the  garrulity  of  his  patients,  what  wonder  if  he.  gained  an 
influence  over  their  sympathies,  an  authority  by  which,  being  possessed  of 
an  infinite  knowledge  of  human  nature,  he  was  able  to  sway  the  disposi- 
tion of  his  patient  into  a  happy  and  healthful  mood,  at  all  times  halt  the 
battle.  A  higli  testimony  has  been  recorded  in  that  fact,  that  many  of 
his  patients  have  been  heard  to  declare,  "  they  would  as  soon  die  in  his 
hands,  as  recover  under  others  they  could  name."  We  can  believe 
this  saying,  without  quite  believing  the  sayers.  He  was  the  most  magni- 
ficent placebo  doctor  of  his  age.  He  paid  wonderful  attention  to  the 
palate  in  drug  and  diet,  passing  each  through  an  endless  round  of  va- 
riety, and  the  whole  pharmacnpceia  was  exhausted  by  him  lo  make  it  not 
give  the  sense  of  pain.  Then  he  converged  on  religion,  like  an  Apostle 
John  :  on  questions  of  philosophy,  like  a  Plato  ;  on  the  benuties  of  the 
classics,  like  an  Erasmus  ;  and  on  matters  that  make  up  the  poetry  of  life 
and  are  indeed  the  only  interests  in  life  that  are  left  to  a  man  in  sickness, 
he  Was  ail  that  the  patient's  utmost  fancy  could  paint  to  him  as  the-  heau 
ideal  of  perfection.  Desdemona  once  prayed  that  Heaven  would  make 
her  such  a  man  as  that  Othello's  tales  presented  to  the  optics  of  her 
glowing  imagination.  Halford  went  about  realizing  to  each  their  own 
picture  of  a  perfect  physician.      He  even  saved  them  a  prayer. 

In  person.  Sir  Henry  Halford  was  below  the  middle  size.  His  face 
not  remarkable  for  beauty,  but  singular  in  the  keenness  of  its  look  ;  the 
searciiintr  glance  of  his  eye  ;  the  white  head  and  black  and  bushy  eye- 
brows.    He  wore  upon  occasions  a  blue  collar,  with  the  Guelphic  order, 
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and  the  star  on  his  breast.  A  phrenologist  would  have  found  in  him  a 
strong  instance  of  the  truth  of  his  science.  The  perceptive  organs  very 
large  ;  caution  sufficient,  while  love  of  approbation  and  acquisitiveness 
were  enormous.  Altogether  the  discerning  eye  saw  in  him  a  timid  but  a 
distinguished  man.  There  was  marked  in  his  face  a  wonderful  power  of 
accommodation  to  circumstances  ;  the  facility  of  being  pleased  and  pleas- 
ing being  the  quality  expressed  with  greatest  strength  in  his  very  speak- 
ing countenance.  Ho  was  born  for  a  Court.  His  very  corporeal  little- 
ness seemed  to  say.  I  will  not  occupy  too  much  space  before  my  betters 
to  secure  dislike,  or  before  my  equals  to  win  jealousy.  And  when  laden 
with  honors,  be  it  said  to  his  credit,  he  bore  them  with  modesty.  Few 
men  so  successful  in  life  have  been  so  fortunate  in  escaping  enemies.  He 
owed  this  to  a  certain  negative  quality  in  his  disposition.  His  very  litera- 
ture and  scientific  knowledge  were  of  a  negative  kind.  His  reading  re- 
miniscences supported,  did  not  make  theories — his  experience  illustrated, 
did  not  create  systems.  He  verbally  served  everybody  he  met,  and  by 
that  art  of  vassalage  made  himself  the  sovereign  of  their  real  affections. 
He  ruled  like  a  clever  wife  by  obeying.  Like  the  proudest  of  the  Ro- 
man Pontiffs,  he  ruled  despotically  as  the  servant  of  servants. 

We  cite  a  noble  instance  of  Halford's  independence  and  reliance  on 
his  own  talents  and  position.  He  was  attending  once  an  old  servant  of 
the  family  who  was  residing  at  some  little  distance  from  town.  One 
night  the  symptoms  of  his  disease  became  more  alarming,  and  the  baronet 
was  sent  for  in   haste.      When   the  messenger  arrived,  Halford  had  just 

been  sent  for  to  attend   the  Duke  of ,  who  had  been  seized  with 

an  attack  of  an  old  complaint.  The  answer  he  gave  to  the  Duke's  ser- 
vant was  this,  "  I  have  to  go  to  Bromley,  to  visit  an  old  servant  of 
mine,  who  is  dangerously  ill ;  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of  waiting  upon 
his  highness  the  moment  I  return."  This  says  much  for  his  manliness. 
Such  a  man  could  scarcely  have  been  the  servile  flatterer  many  have  so 
studiously  made  him.  We  can  believe  readily  that  he  was  not  the  most 
straif^ht-forward  of  men.  It  would  indeed  be  a  great  mistake,  which 
would  suppose  him  formed  in  the  mould  of  a  Brutus,  or  an  Andrew  Mar- 
veil,  much  less  in  that  of  a  man  who  can't  be  honest  without  making  his 
virtue  a  distress  and  a  bore  to  all  that  know  him.  Had  he  been  so,  the 
journals  some  twenty  years  ago  would  have  announced  his  decease  as  that 
of  Henry  Vaughan,  "a  poor  but  respectable  practitioner,  lately  residing 
in  Drury  lane  or  Broad  street,  St.  Giles's,  and  leaving  a  large  family  un- 
provided for  to  deplore  his  loss."  Sir  Henry  was  a  "  ladybird"  among 
men,  a  class  the  most  successful  among  both  men  and  women  known  to 
our  humble  experience.  With  the  polish  of  the  mirror  he  had  its  want  of 
depth,  and  like  it  he  reflected  everything  but  himself.  What  a  pretty 
anecdote  is  that  which  represents  him,  by  a  mistake  in  the  superscriptions, 
on  the  same  day  condoling  with  the  Conservative  Lord  Westmoreland, 
and  conc,a'atulatini^-  with  the  Liberal  Lord  Tavistock,  on  the  defeat  of  the 
Keform  Bill  !  God's  creatures  were  much  more  to  him  than  man's,  when 
for  their  personal  regard  he  can  express,  practically,  so  utter  a  disregard 
of  all  a  Le^'islature  makes  such  a  fuss  about.      We  can  lialj  admire  him 
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in  the  midst  of  this.  It  was  the  physician,  not  the  man,  that  spoke.  It 
"was  not  a  hypocrisy,  but  a  good-humored  condescension  to  men  less  than 
himself;  much  of  the  like  character  as  l)is  attention  to  the  garrulous  his- 
tory of  his  patients'  pain,  or  perhaps  a  desire  to  see  with  what  small  mat- 
ters it  was  possible  to  sway  the  self-prided  nobility  of  England. 

Sir  Henry  died  on  the  9th  of  March  last,  at  his  house  in  Curzon  street. 
Long  before  his  death  the  state  of  liis  health  had  caused  amono-  his  friends 
great  anxiety.  The  tv.'o  extremities  in  his  left  side  suffered  from  a  ner- 
vous affection,  frequently  recurring,  and  finally  the  pains  assumed  the 
form  of  tic  douloureux,  only  yielding  to  powerful  narcotics.  Despite  the 
cares  of  Drs.  Seymour  and  Hawkins,  the  constitution  gradually  broke  up, 
and  exhaustion,  the  most  complete,  soothed  for  him  the  road  to  death. 
He  took  the  degree  of  A.B.  in  1787  ;  M.A.  in  1789  ;  M.B.  in  1790  ; 
and  M.D.  in  1794,  when  he  was  also  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Physicians.  He  had  consequently  been  in  the  profession  nearly  half  a 
century,  twenty-three  years  of  which  he  had  filled  the  high  office  of  Pre- 
sident of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

In  now  leaving  the  subject  of  our  sketch  to  the  keeping  of  the  fame 
his  own  deeds  have  created  for  him,  we  will  not  disguise  our  opinion  that 
it  will  be  of  no  high  or  very  durable  character.  Though  filling  so  larp-e 
a  space  of  the  public's  eye  for  nearly  forty  years,  he  was  so  much  the 
man  of  his  own  day — perhaps  the  secret  of  his  success — that  posterity 
will  not  find  it  worth  their  while  to  perpetuate  very  carefully  his  remem- 
brance. He  had  undoubtedly  high  abilities  ;  but,  in  his  use  of  them,  he 
looked  more  to  his  own  enjoyments  from  them  than  for  any  chivalrous 
advantage  to  a  future  time  or  people.  He  was  only  so  far  a  man  of 
science  as  harmonized  with  his  being  a  perfect  man  of  the  world.  His 
medical  skill  and  successes  therefore  were  more  the  result  of  his  natural 
powers  of  apprehension  and  extended  experience,  than  any  deep  ac- 
quaintances with  the  principles  of  his  profession.  Chemistry,  botany, 
general  and  pathological  anatomy,  therapeutics,  or  the  new  aids  forced 
on  the  profession  by  the  aid  of  mechanical  science,  these  were  thincrs 
that  rarely  robbed  him  of  the  enjoyment  of  an  honr's  slepp — or  good 
society.  His  strength  lay  in  prognosis  and  diagnosis:  aided  by  these  and 
the  resources  of  superior  tact,  lie  won  and  deserved  a  confidence  rarely 
enjoyed  by  men  eminent  in  medical  science.  He  had  a  marvellous  ap- 
prehension of  disease. 

One  instance  procured  him  much  of  his  renown  in  courtly  circles. 
Visiting  a  royal  duke  on  business  that  affected  the  insane  king,  he  detect- 
ed at  a  glance  measles,  althongh  the  duke's  slight  indisposition  had  been 
but  a  minute  before  pronounced  catarrh-  The  appearance,  course  and 
termination  of  the  malady  were  foretold.  The  prophecy  was  realized, 
and  Sir  Henry  of  course  not  a  little  honored.  He  had  a  wonderfid  clev- 
erness of  eourtiership  by  the  sick  bed.  He  would  own  that  a  pained 
child  labored  under  scarlatina,  but  "scarlet  fever"  is  what  he  would 
never  have  pronounced  to  the  mother.  Under  his  d^aritaWe  use  of  our 
mother  tongue,  the  mild  "  embarrassment  of  breathing  "  substituted  the 
ominous  and  hacknied  "  difficulty  of  breathing  ;"  the  genteel  "  influenza  " 
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replaced  tlie  feared  catarrh  ;  and  so  on  in  instances  more  than  we  can 
naniH.  This  gentleness  of  nomenchuure  was  accompanied  hy  equal 
gentleness  of  pn  scription.  Medicines  in  his  hands  were  always  on  their 
good  behavior.  Patients  got  well  under  Sir  Henry  at  less  expense  to  the 
palate  than  under  any  physician  that  ever  precerled  him.  He  had  won- 
derful skill  in  the  use  of  placebos,  and  was  fond  of  their  use  in  his  prac- 
tice.     With  Akenside  he  might  say: 

Me  they  sent 
To  wait  on  pain  and  silent  arts  to  urge, 
Inglorious  not  ii;noble  ;    if  my  cares 
To  such  as  languish  on  a  grievous  hed, 
Ease  and  the  secret  forgelfulness  of  ill 
Conciliate. 

Altogether  viewing  him  in  his  civil,  as  well  as  his  medical,  character, 
we  may  say  of  him  what  Tacitus  said  of  Agricola,  and  Sir  Henry  him- 
self said  of  Baillie  : 

"Bonum  virum  facile  crederes  ;  mag-num  liheiiter." 

Abridged  from  London  Medical  Times. 


HISTORY   OF   A    CASE    Of    GANGRENE    OF  THE   LUNGS. 

By  C.  A.  Pope,  M.D.,  Professor,  &c. 

H M ,  ffitat.   forty,   a   native  of  Ireland,  has   lived   seventeen 

years  in  this  country,  during  which  period  he  has  never  been  sick,  nor 
does  he  recollect  to  have  ever  been  much  so  at  any  previous  time.  He 
has  worked  as  a  blacksmith  for  thirty  years.  His  habits  are  intemperate. 
Had  a  slight  cough  through  last  summer,  but  did  not  become  uneasy 
about  it,  until  February  last;  it  came  on  generally  at  night,  suffering  very 
little  through  the  day,  with  no  expectoration,  until  March,  which  was 
small  in  quantity,  and  of  a  white  tough  character,  gradually  assuming  a 
bad  odor,  and  continuing  to  increase  in  fcetidity.  Has  never  complained 
of  pain,  nor  spit  blood  until  his  entrance  ;  amounting  in  all  to  about  ten 
ounces,  the  haemoptysis  continuing  for  three  days.  Previous  to  going 
into  the  hospital,  he  took  some  oil  and  calomel,  and,  this  excepted,  he 
had  no  other  treatment. 

Api'il  18. — Pulse  96,  small  and  feeble  :  respiration,  anteriorly,  on  left 
side,  vesicular ;  on  right  side,  under  clavicle,  cavernous  ;  posteriorly,  left 
side,  vesicular  throughout ;  on  right  side,  feel)le,  with  mucous  ronchus  ; 
upper  third  bronchial  respiration,  with  crackling  ;  inferiorly  vesicular,  but 
feeble.  Percussion  on  left  side  nearly  natiu'al  ;  on  right  side,  anteriorly, 
flat  over  upper  half,  dull  below  ;  posteriorly,  the  same  ;  gangrenous  ex- 
pectoration continuing,  mixed  with  blood. 

19. — Patient  walking  about;  cough  less  frequent;  skin  cool;  no 
sweating  ;  tongue  natural  ;  expectoration  brownish,  and  still  mixed  with 
blood  ;  foetid  ;  respiration  obscurely  cavernous,  with  slight  gurgling  and 
pectoriloquy  under  right  clavicle  ;   pulsation  of  heart  stronger. 

20. — No  appreciable  change  either  in  the  symptoms  or  physical  signs. 

■2-2. — The  odor  of  the  breath  extraordinary  and  disgusting  ;  expectora- 
tion consists  nearly  of  blood,  dark  colored,  foetid,  eight  ounces  in  twenty- 
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four  hours;  skin  moist,  warm,  sweatiuii; ;   pulse    108,  soft,  regulai,  rather 
feeble  ;  respiration  35  ;  no  alteration  of  signs. 

24. — Expectoration  remarkably  increased  in  ffEtor  and  quantity,  nearly 
sixteen  ounces  ;  this  morninn;  admixture  of  blood  ;  skin  pale  and  sallow  ; 
slight  oedema  ;  appetite  not  lost. 

29. — Stronger;  skin  less  pale;  temperature  natmal  ;  pulse  100.  fee- 
ble, but  regular;  cough  severe  during  yesterday,  less  so  this  morning; 
expectoration  still  excessively  offensive,  being  a  reddish  mixture  of  serum 
and  blood,  and  part  of  a  thicker  muco-purulent  matter,  less  in  quantity 
and  of  a  lighter  color;  foetor  of  breath  rather  less  ;  respiration  38,  more 
easy  ;  gurgling  under  right  clavicle  less  liquid  ;  amphoric  respiration 
tolerably  extensive,  of  a  deep  tone  posteriorly  and  anteriorly. 

May  6. — Symptoms  have  gradually  decreased  until  present  date  ; 
color  more  natural  ;  no  oedema  ;  strength  increased  ;  foetor  ol  breath  and 
expectoration  increased  after  coughing,  which  is  loose  and  paroxysinal ; 
three  stools  daily  ;  expectoration  five  ounces  muco-purulent  matter ;  pulse 
100,  soft,  regular;  respiration  38,  sonorous  roncluis  ;  anqihoric  respiration 
less  loud. 

8. — Strength  gradually  iinproving  ;  expectoration  same;  signs  unaltered. 

The  treatment  throughout  this  case  has  consisted  in  the  exhibition  ol 
expectorants,  astringents,  antiseptics,  tonics  and  revulsives,  so  timed  as  to 
meet  indications  as  they  arose.  Sugar  of  lead,  with  opium,  to  stop  the 
spitting  of  blood  ;  cliloride  of  sodiutn,  to  check  putrescence  ;  and  the 
sulph.  quin.  and  arom.  sulph.  acid,  to  support  the  strength  of  the  patient, 
that  nature  might  accomplish  the  necessary  changes  effective  of  a  cure. 

It  is  said,  that  the  mortality  of  this  disease  is  in  part  to  be  attributed  to 
the  absorption  of  a  portion  of  the  septic  poison.  Whether  this  be  so  or 
not,  experience  shows,  that  the  only  remedies  which  seem  to  give  relief 
are  those  calculated  to  act  as  antiseptics.  Gangrene  of  the  lung  often 
occurs  endemially  ;  this  case,  however,  seems  to  be  solitary. 

On  the  28th  of  April  the  expectoration  commenced  to  lose  some  of 
its  excessive  foetidity,  pathognouionic  of  this  disease,  and  to  assume  that 
muco-puruloid  character  which  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstance, since  it  is  indicative  of  an  effort  at  circumscription,  which,  of 
course,  is  the  only  cure. 

It  will  be  seen,  that  the  signs  yielded  by  percussion  and  auscultation 
have  been  what  we  had  a  right  to  expect.  Those  resulting  from  per- 
cussion, however,  are  com|)aralively  unimportant,  as  the  resonance  is  gene- 
rally but  little  altered  in  idiopathic  gangrene.  There  nevertheless  ejcisted 
some  flatness  over  the  upper  half,  and  dulness  over  the  lower  half  of  the 
right  lung. 

Towards  the  commencement,  we  had  mucous  ronchus,  which,  as  the 
tissue  of  the  lung  became  softened,  was  replaced  by  a  loud,  distinct,  and 
constant  gurgling.  According  as  the  pultaceous  and  liquid  contents  of  the 
cavity  were  thrown  off,  amphoric  respiration  succeeded,  which,  reaching  a 
well-marked  tone,  was  itself  displaced  by  the  cavernous,*  as  the  walls  of 

*  The  cavernous  respiration  in  gangrene  is  not  so  perrect  as  in  phthisis.  In  the  rormer,  the  tissue 
of  the  lung  surrnuiiding  the  cavity  is  unlike  the  hard  thickened  substance  in  the  same  situation  in 
phthisis,  and,  of  course,  is  by  no  means  so  good  a  conductor  or  reflector  of  sound. 
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cavity  contracted.  After  his  paroxysms  of  coughing,  the  sputa  are  still 
foetid  ;  this  secretion  probably  comes  from  lliat  portion  of  the  lung  im- 
mediately surrounding  the  cavity,  and  will  require  some  time  for  its  entire 
elimination.  Should  he  recover,  there  may  be  danger  of  consecutive 
pleurisy  affecting  the  sound  side  ;  his  respiration  will  not  regain  its  origi- 
nal strength,  and  from  his  dissipated  habits  he  may  yet  die  of  some  pul- 
monary atieclion  consequent  on  his  present  complaint — an  idiopatliic,  cir- 
cumscribed gangrene  of  tiie  right  lung. 

At  present,  he  seems  to  be  regaining  his  natural  color  and  strength 
slowly,  and  probably  may  add  another  instance  to  show  that  this  formida- 
ble disease  is  not  so  fatal  as  was  once  supposed. 

Died  on  May  31st.  A  large  cavity,  very  sinuous,  occupied  the  sum- 
mit, front,  and  side  of  the  right  lung.  It  was  flattened,  and  quite  com- 
pletely cicatrized.  Gancrrcne  had  commenced  at  upper  portion  of  left 
lunsc.     No  tubercles  in  either  lung. — St.  Louis  Med.  and  Sursr.  Journal. 

o  o  o 


TOBACCO    IN    HYSTERIA    AND    SPASMODIC    STRICTURE    OF    THE 

URETHRA. 

By  Wm.  B.  Diver,  M.D.,  of  Cincinnati. 

In  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  April,  1842,  is  recorded  a 
case  of  hysteria  cured  by  tobacco.  On  reference  to  my  note-book,  I 
found  recorded,  Philadelphia,  Dec.  9th,  1S4I,  a  case  of  hysteria,  in  which 
tobacco  was  used  with  the  most  prompt  and.  beneficial  effects.  The  pa- 
tient was  a  servant  in  a  highly  respectable  family  in  Philadelphia. 

I  was  called  to  see  her,  at  first,  in  a  very  distressing  condition  from  hav- 
ing swallowed  a  number  of  large  pins,  which  I  succeeded,  after  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  in  removing  from  the  oesophagus  with  Dr.  Bond's  ad- 
mirable gullet  forceps. 

Several  weeks  after  the  occurrence  of  this  accident,  I  was  again  called 
to  see  her  in  violent  hysterical  convulsions.  I'he  spasn)odic  contractions 
were  so  strong  as  to  require  the  united  efforts  o(  four  powerful  adults  to 
prevent  her  being  injured.  The  eyes  were  forcibly  drawn  towards  the 
inner  canthus,  so  as  to  present  a  case  of  double  squinting.  The  pupils 
were  contracted  to  a  small  point,  and  the  iris  was  insensible  to  a  brilliant 
light.  The  tongue  was  frequently  protruded  between  the  teeth,  and  se- 
verely wounded. 

After  considerable  trouble  I  succeeded  in  opening  a  vein  in  the  arm, 
and  abstracted  about  sixteen  ounces  of  blood.  This  was  followed  by  a 
temporary  cessation  of  the  convulsive  throes,  which,  however,  returned 
with  increased  violence,  so  that  the  patient  was  almost  entirely  un- 
manageable. 

To  prevent  further  injury  of  the  tongue,  and  to  facilitate  the  adminis- 
tration of  medicine,  a  cork  enveloped  in  the  end  of  a  towel  was  held  be- 
tween the  teeth.  Large  doses  of  tinct.  opii  and  linct.  assafoetid.  were 
administered,  and  attended  with  but  transient  effects  ;  the  convulsions  were 
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returning  again  with  increased  violence.  In  this  stage  of  the  case,  finding 
the  ordinary  antispasmodics  unavaihng,  I  thought  of  using  tobacco.  I 
accordingly  ordered  a  pouhice  of  strong  Scotch  snuff  to  be  applied  warm 
to  the  epigastrium.  Very  soon  after  this  application  was  made,  the 
spasms  began  to  decrease  in  frequency  and  violence,  the  countenance  to 
assume  a  natural  appearance,  and,  after  six  hours  of  intense  suffering,  the 
patient  became  quiet  and  rational. 

Several  months  elapsed  before  there  was  any  return  of  the  symptoms  ; 
then,  however,  the  patient  was  removed  from  my  observation,  and  treated 
with  the  ordinary  remedies. 

The  utility  of  tobacco  in  Spasmodic  Stricture  of  (he  Urethra,  was 
forcibly  exemplified  in  a  case,  several  years  before  the  one  just  related, 
occurred. 

H.  E.,  a  respectable  mechanic  in  Philadelphia,  after  indulging  in  vene- 
real excess,  found  himself  unable  to  void  his  urine.  In  the  course  of 
twenty-four  hours  the  bladder  became  distended,  presenting  the  elastic 
tumor  above  the  pubis,  which  is  so  characteristic  of  tliis  condition  of 
things. 

After  inefl:ectual  attempts  to  force  the  stricture  with  a  gum-elastic  catlie- 
ter,  and  in  the  absence  of  a  silver  one,  I  applied  wet  tobacco  leaves  to 
the  inguinal  and  femoral  regions,  with  the  most  satisfactory  result.  The 
patient  soon  began  to  exhibit  the  peculiar  effects  of  tobacco  on  the  sys- 
tem ;  and  in  a  little  while  the  s|)asm  became  relaxed,  the  contents  of  the 
distended  viscus  discharged,  and  the  sufferer  relieved. 

In  order  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  symptoms,  a  catheter  was  in- 
troduced and  secured  in  the  bladder  by  an  appropriate  bandage. 

If  any  apology  is  due  for  bringing  these  cases  before  the  profession,  it 
may  be  found  in  the  maxim,  "  Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat.'^ — Western 
Lancet. 


SUCCESSFUL   REMOVAL   OF    A    LARGE    OVARIAN   TUMOR. 

By  Dr.  Frederic  Bird,  Lectv\rer  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  at  Westminster  Hospital,  &c. 

[The    patient,   Mrs.   ,  was  35  years  of  age — had  never  borne 

children — catarnenia  irregular  for  the  last  ten  years — believes  abortion 
once  took  place.  Six  years  ago,  after  sudden  exertion,  was  attacked  with 
acute  pain  in  right  side  of  abdomen,  where  a  distinct  swelling  made  its 
appearance.  General  health  not  inipaired  till  beginning  of  last  year, 
when  abdomen  also  began  to  enlarge.  VVe  copy  from  the  London  Medi- 
cal Gazette  Dr.  Bird's  account  of  the  operation,  but  must  omit  his  re- 
port of  the  after-treatment,  and  tnost  of  his  remarks.] 

From  the  consideration  of  the  symptoms  presented,  there  was  no  difti- 
culty  in  concurring  in  the  opinion  formerly  expressed  as  to  the  ovarian 
seat  of  the  disease;  and  it  was  obvious  that,  unless  relief  were  speedily 
afforded,  life  could  not  long  continue.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  sug- 
gested the  operation  for  extirpation  as  the  most  advisable  remedial  means 
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sure  ;  the  attemlant  diin^jers,  and  probabilities  of  success  arid  failure,  be- 
ing at  the  same  time  fully  ex|)lained  to  the  patient  by  Mr.  Thomson  and 
myself.  Before  deciding  upon  the  |)erformance  of  an  operation,  subse- 
quent consultations  were  held,  when  she  had  the  advantaije  of  the  opin- 
ions of  Dr.  Locock  and  Dr.  Hamilton  Roe.  both  of  wliotn  accorded  in 
the  view  previously  afforded,  and  gave  their  sanction  to  the  measures 
proposed  for  her  relief. 

Twelve  days  now  elapsed,  during  which  lime  the  abdomen  increased 
in  circumference  two  inches,  and  the  general  symptoms  were  becou^ing 
more  urgent ;  the  diarrhoea  was,  however,  arrested,  and  no  longer  pre- 
sented any  obstacle  to  the  operation. 

JaiuiaiY  SSth. — The  operation  was  to-day  peifoimed,  in  the  presence 
of  Dr.  Locock.  Dr.  Hamilton  Roe,  Dr.  Merrinian,  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr- 
Hodiikin,  Mr.  Briunhv  Coo|»er,  I\Ir.  B.  Phillips,  Mr.  Hale  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomes,  and  Mr.  Parrott,  of  Clapham.  The  same  preliminary  meas* 
ures  havin'4  been  employed  as  in  my  former  operations,  the  patient  was 
placed  transversely  on  the  bed,  witli  the  feet  supported  over  its  side  to  a 
convenient  height.  !t  wa>  now  remarked  that  the  tumor  projt^cted  n)ore 
at  the  left  than  rii^ht  iliac  region  ;  the  sense  ol  fluriuation  being  as  dis- 
tinct at  thi'5  as  in  other  parts.  A  roller  was  applied  around  the  lower 
part  of  the  chest,  wish  a  view  of  subsequently  afn>rding  the  sup|)ort  to  the 
diaphragm  which  would  be  lost  by  the  removal  of  the  tumor  ;  1  then  made 
an  ex[)loratory  incision,  about  two  inches  long,  in  the  course  of  the  linea 
alba,  and  a  little  below  the  umbilicus.  The  tumor  was,  at  this  point,  closely 
adherent,  and  its  parietes  very  thin  ;  so  that,  in  opening  the  peritoneum, 
the  cvst  was  also  punctured  :  a  dark-colored,  firm,  but  small  gelatinous 
mass,  jelled  out,  and  so  completely  filled  up  and  concealed  the  aperture, 
that  it  appeared  as  if  some  secondary  growth  had  formed  on  the  exterior 
of  the  tumor.  Tiie  incision  was  then  enlarged  to  about  four  and  a  half 
or  five  inches  towards  the  pubis,  the  adhesions  haviuii  been  ascertained  to 
be  short  and  general,  but  yielding  to  moderate  pressure  ;  and  it  appeared 
at  least  very  probable  that  they  might  be  removed  without  difficulty. 
Dr.  LoL-ock,  who  also  examined  them,  readily  and  fully  confirmed  in  this 
opinion  :  and  I  then  cautiously  separated  the  attachments  in  the  immediate 
nei'diborhood  of  the  wound,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  introduce  the  flat 
hand  betw^een  the  abdominal  walls  and  the  surface  of  the  tumor :  by 
gentle  pressure,  the  adhesions,  which  were  present  over  the  entire  ante- 
rior surface  of  the  cvst,  were  detached,  and,  excepting  in  one  Or  two  points, 
with  but  little  difficulty.  It  was  necessary  to  introduce  the  opposite 
hand  in  order  to  separate  the  adhesions  on  the  right  side,  on  which  they 
extended  lower  than  on  the  left.  The  great  advantage  of  an  incision  of 
moderate  size  was  at  this  stage  of  the  operation  especially  observed:  the 
greater  part  of  tUe  abdominal  parietes  still  preserving  their  tense  condi- 
tion, ami  the  sidjjaceut  tumor  being  as  yet  undiminished,  the  adhesions, 
bv  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  became  extended,  and  thus  more  readily 
crave  way  before  its  pressure.  A  free  incision  was  next  made  into  the 
tumor,  the  edges  of  which  were  kept  in  apposition  with  those  of  the  ex- 
ternal wouud/and  is   bulk   much  reduced    by  the  withdrawal  of  a  consi- 
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derable  portion  of  its  contents.  A  firm  grasp  of  the  cyst  was  then  made 
by  forceps  constructed  for  that  purpose,,  the  abdominal  incision  elongated 
to  about  three  inches,  and  the  tumor,  in  a  partially  collapsed  state,%ery 
gently  withdrawn  from  tlie  abdominal  cavity,  the  lips  of  the  incision  be- 
ing mo-^t  accurately  and  prnniptly  closed  by  Mr.  Phillips.  The  pedicle 
was  next  secured  by  three  ligatures  made  to  encircle  ditierent  portions  : 
it  was  then  cut  through,  and,  its  vessels  having  been  found  effectuidlv  se- 
cured, returned  into  the  abdomen.  The  wound  was  closed  by  several 
interrupted  sutures,  the  ends  of  the  ligatures  secured,  cold  water' dressing 
lightly  applied,  a  thin  roller  of  lirien  drawn  once  around  the  addomen' 
and  the  patient  moved,  by  means  of  a  doubled  sheet  previously  placed 
beneath  her,  to  a  more  comfortable  position  in  bed. 

Scarcely  an  expression  of  suffering  was  uttered  by  the  patient,  who, 
possessed  of  much  moral  courage,  bore  the  operation  "with  ad(niraf.le  for- 
titude. The  pulse,  at  its  completion,  was  observed  by  Dr.  Lrocock  to  be 
94;  marking  an  acceleration  of  onlv  four  beats. 

*"*  *  *■*  #  ^  ^ 

INIarch  2d. — It  is  needless  to  relate  the  subsequent  reports,  and  it  will 
suffice  to  record  that  convalescence  has  proceeded  rapidly,  and  without 
interruption,  to  the  complete  restoration  of  health.  The'ligatures  were 
removed  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  after  the  operation  ;  the  wound  has 
quite  healed,  and,  from  the  contraction  that  has  taken  place  in  the  ab- 
dominal walls,  its  cicatrix  does  not  measure  more  than  one  half  its  origi- 
nal length.  The  whole  appearance  of  the  abdomen  is  natural,  there  be- 
ing no  longer  any  flaccidity  of  its  walls,  or  corrugation  of  integument  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  wound.  Under  the  use  of  a  generous  diet, 
strength  has  quickly  returned.  She  has  for  more  than  a  week  quitted 
her  room,  and  has  taken  long  rides  in  the  Park.  The  bowels  act  regu- 
larly, and  the  secretions  are  healthy.  The  catamenia,  previously  irregu- 
lar, and  invariably  accompanied  by  dysmenoirhoeii.  have  been  twice  pre- 
sent since  the  operation,  normal  in  character,  and  unassociated  with  any 
of  her  former  suffering,  and  she  is  now,  in  all  respects,  perfectly  well. 

The  circumference  of  the  abdomen  before  the  operation  was'  fortv-two 
inches;  after  the  operation,  twenty-four  inches.  From  ensiform  caiVilage 
to  pubis,  before  operation,  sixteen  and  a  half  inclies  ;  afterwards,  eleven 
inches. 

Description  of  the  Tumor. — The  total  weight  of  the  tumor  was  tliirtv- 
five  pounds  :  it  was  of  an  ovoid  form,  presenting  a  marked  projection  at 
the  part  corresponding  to  the  left  iliac  region,  where,  also,  the  cyst  was 
very  thin.  The  external  surface  was  anteriorly  covered  by  layers  of 
false  membrane,  varying  in  density  and  strength  ;  in  some  parts  thin  and 
easily  lacerable,  in  others  more  tougli,  and  of  considerable  thickness. 
Small  vessels,  in  great  number,  ramified  throughout  the  surface,  but  arte- 
ries ol  rather  large  size  traversed  the  interior,  more  abundantly  supplying 
the  pelvic  portion  of  the  tumor.  The  pedicle  consisted  of  the  rii;ht  Fal- 
loptan  tube  and  broad  ligament,  and  contained  one  large  and  two  smaller 
arteries.  The  secretion  contained  within  the  cyst  presented  a  peculiar 
he  racter  . 
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STRUCTURE   AND    DISEASES   OF  THE    EYE. 

[We  continue  our  extracts   iVom   Dr.  VV.  C.  Wallace's  Lecture  on    this 

'"naU^^w'eiL  a   ^.w  practical  examples  of  the  importance  of  un- 

derstanding  the  structure  of  the  organ.  .^  j^ 

in   mflammation   ol  this  memorane,  wn  •   „  „f  .w^  late  Dr   Men- 

lion  as  well  as  for  sensation,  and  thai  for  ^"''f^^'  f"?  |,„^„„e  of  ^  nerve 
that  the  particular  organ  be  f'°Vfy^^y^f^^^J  i lo  tanr'of  ,his  doc- 
of  motion.  We  have  oceas.on  t°  «";=;""'  ™P'^  ^„  ,,eeives  a  blow 
trine  in  the  treatment  of  *^«»;  '  °f  "^^  ;„^,^^f „,e  ,,„„„d  cicatri.es, 
Hh  a  '-one,  over  tte  su^a  0    n      o^^^^^  ;^,„,,„„,  ,,„e3eetion, 

but  vision  fails.      He  unaeigoeb  *^"'^^  '  ,      -.Uq^^^  the  least  m prove- 

,„a  every  c^herto^entt  at  ca^^      ^S^..^,  the  ciU 

r.l.ti„rper,s,  a  foreign  body.^.^^^^^^^^^^ 

?  ;"^'  T'rorti;:fiftrpai  0  V  «;  <,hi^ ''- p--'^' -'i-^^'-.^f '"^r 

the  branches  ol  ine  nttn  p.ui  ui  uei  vc  ,  •....•.totps   the  extremities  of 

eye,  are  ramified  on  the  ™"J-'=''™^;!"';;7;'^So  1  er  branches  will 
ie 'nerve  will  as  a  n.atter  "f-"- 2'  ^^  ^  ,,  rwlich  they  supply, 
he  affected,  an  *e  ^---;„f ,  ,  fis Tn  occasional  cause  of  ambly- 
wdl  be  .mpeded  _  ^^f^^",,  ,  ^ause,  all  the  strychnine,  veratme,  aco- 
EeraXS  rthe  world,  will  '^^^^::^::-  „,,„,.„iUes 

4.  Those  engaged  '^"Pl;''>''''™'=,,nf?ntrorci,^"   be  style  for  fistula 
of  witnessing  that  the  simple  operation  "'  '"'^"""^^^^^  When  the 

'-i">'r'':ur"be'y;t:  T::a?io'»  a^::::!'^  i: ;•«-'.  w'-v^'^^ 
:!^:  ■:  ^roiid'^of  r:Sg,  a^obiigea  ^j^^^^j^^^^r,  ;zi 

the  idc°a  that  the  tears  pass  to  the  ""/"j"  '  '!^P7',3'';4'  ,„  be  forgotten 
r  t:^s; -U-lSr  tr:;p5r  a.  .e  dlree.^  of  .e 

r  IrratutX^in— f— e-  inSrced  at  Le  and  wi.b 

'1:  The  operation  far  strabismus  is  often  unsuccessful  from  not  having 
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been  perf);rmed  at  all.  I  have  often  operated  where  not  a  single  fibre  of 
the  muscle  or  of  the  tendon  i)ad  been  divided  by  a  former  operator, 
who  put  tile  patient  to  mnch  unnecessary  suffering. 

6.  It  is  said  that  more  practice  is  required  for  the  operation  for  the  ex- 
traction of  cataract,  than  for  any  other  operation  in  surgery.  On  being 
complimented  for  his  dexterity,  the  celebrated  De  Wenzel  acknowledged 
that  he  had  lost  a  hatfull  of  eyes  before  he  had  learned  to  extract.  In°an 
operation  of  such  moment,  where  the  consequences  are  light,  with  all  its 
enjoyments,  or  perpetual  darkness,  with  its  accompanying liorrors,  the  ut- 
most precaution  should  be  used.  As  if  some  very  extraordinary  feat  had 
been  accomplished,  it  is  not  uncommon,  on  completing  the  section  of 
the  cornea,  to  see  the  knife  removed  with  a  flourish,  which  seals  the  doom 
of  a  fellow  being  forever,  and  compels  him  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  hopeless  blindness.  The  section  of  the  cornea  should  be  made 
slowly,  and  unostentatiously,  for  by  suddenly  removing  the  resistance  of  the 
investing  tunics,  the  muscles  rapidly  contract  and  force  out  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  contents  of  the  eyeball. 

7.  When  introducing  the  needle  through  the  sclerotica  for  the  division 
or  depression  of  cataract,  we  must  observe  the  course  of  the  ciliary  arte- 
ries and  the  termination  of  the  retina.  If,  as  I  have  witnessed  in  one 
case,  the  needle  be  introduced  too  far  forward,  a  vessel  may  be  wounded, 
the  eye  may  be  filled  with  blood,  and  may  be  destroyed  ;  whereas  the 
retina  will  be  injured,  and  amaurosis  probably  ensue,  if' the  needle  be  in- 
troduced too  far  backward. 

8.  A  very  simple  plan  of  operating  for  cataract,  consists  in  introducing 
a  fine  sewmg  needle,  through  the  cornea  and  pupil,  and  scraping  off  the 
anterior  capsule  from  the  lens,  which  is  thus  exposed  to  the  actio°i  of  the 
aqueous  humor,  and  ultimately  absorbed.  Yet  this  operation,  simple  as  it 
IS,  IS  not  without  its  dangers.  Without  the  utmost  care  the  lens  will  be 
dislocated.  If  the  needle  be  passed  too  far  into  the  body  of  the  cataract, 
the  latter  will  follow  the  instrument  when  withdrawn,  and  severe  iritis,  or 
even  retinitis,  with  total  loss  of  the  use  of  the  organ,  may  be  the  result. 

9.  The  operations  for  artificial  pupil  are  often ^  unsuccessful  when  per- 
formed without  a  proper  course  of  training.  Separation  of  the  iris  from 
the  cihary  body,  seldom  succeeds,  because  the  artificial  opening  becomes 
filled  wiih  adventitious  deposition.  The  operation  by  incision,  either  with 
the  scissors  or  knife,  will  be  of  no  advantage  if  proper  regard  is  not  paid 
to  the  direction  of  the  elastic  parenchyma  of  the  iris,  or  muscular  fibres, 
It  you  please  to  call  the  structure  by  this  name.  Excision  may  fail,  if 
before  cutting  ofi:'  the  intended  piece  of  the  iris,  you  are  rash  in  evacu- 
ating that  portion  of  the  aqueous  humor  which  pushes  out  and  makes  the 
me.nbrane  a  kind  of  pouch.  The  poucli  may  be  easily  and  cleanly  cut 
ott,  but  if  punctured  with  a  hook,  the  sides  will  collapse  and  the  excision 
ol  the  intended  portion  will  be  difficult. 

In  operations  upon  the  eye  we  hear  a  great  deal  about  a  steady 
hand.  JNow  almost  any  person,  with  a  hand  which  is  not  paralyzed  by 
the  use  of  tobacco,  spiriiuous  liquors  or  other  narcotics,  may  by  attention 
and  practice  make  his  hand   as  steady  as  required.     It  is  the  business  of 
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every  mechanic  to  fix  tlie  material  on  which  he  is  at  work.  To  keep 
the  pencil  from  running  away,  or  doing  that  whicl)  is  not  intended,  the 
painter  uses  a  small  stick.  Even  in  writing,  we  steady  the  hand  by 
leanin.'  on  some  part  of  the  forearm  and  resting  on  the  little  finger  ;  and 
if  that" is  not  suflicient,  we  support  it  witli  the  other  hand.  The  failures 
I  have  seen  have  sometimes  arisen  from  this  source  ;  whereas  m  neat  and 
successful  operations,  perliaps  without  being  aware  of  the  fact,  the  opera- 
tor has  rested  some  part  of  his  forearm  and  his  external  finger  or  finge»-s 
on  the  neitihboring  parts;  the  fingers  of  the  other  hand  hemg  engaged  m 
steadying  the  organ.  In  the  simple  operation  of  syringmg  a  lachrymal 
fistula,  the  patient  will  be  saved  from  the  pain  arising  from  the  shaking  of 
the  point  of  the  instrument,  by  resting  the  little  finger  on  the  nose,  and 
steadying  the  head  and  the  skin  which  is  about  the  opening  with  the 
other  hand. 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     MAY     l,    18  4  4. 


Cychpedia  of  Practical  Medici7ie. —This  is  a  production  of  great 
merit  edited  by  John  Forbes,  M.D.,  Alexander  Tweedie,  M.D.  and  John 
Conolly,  M.D.  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia,  gentlemen 
well  known  to  the  profession,  have  decided  to  issue  an  American  edition, 
revised,  with  additions  by  Dr.  Dunglison,  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege. Its  character,  therefore,  must  necessarily  be  of  the  highest  order. 
It  is  to  appear  in  twenty-four  parts,  at  fifty  cents  only  each  ;  forming, 
when  completed,  four  large  super-royal  octavo  volumes,  embracing  over 
3000  unusually  large  pages,  in  double  columns.  Messrs.  licknor  & 
Co.,  Washington    street,  medical    booksellers,  will  receive  subscriptions 

in  Boston.  ,       .,,        ,  i         i.      a     a 

When  it  is  considered  that  this  great  work  will  embrace  three  hundred 
original  essays,  from  sources  of  the  highest  authority,  we  cannot  but 
hope  that  our  medical  friends  will  offer  all  the  requisite  encouragement  to 
the  publishers.  No.  I.  treats  of  the  exploration  of  the  abdomen ;  abortion, 
abscess,  abstinence,  achor,  acne,  acupuncture,  age,  change  of  air,  alo- 
pecia, alteratives,  amaurosis,  amenorrhoea,  anaemia,  anasarca,  angina  pec- 
toris, anodynes,  anthelmintics,  antiphlogistic  regimen,  antispasmodics, 
aorta,  aphonia,  aphiha?  and  apoplexy. 


Diseases  of  the  Chest.— Messrs.  Haswell  &  Barrington,  Philadelphia, 
have  just  issued  a  second  octavo  edition  of  a  good  and  well-established 
book,  viz.,  A  Treatise  on  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the 
Chest— diseases  of  the  Limg  and  Windpipe,  by  William  Stokes,  M.D. ,  <^c., 
with  on  introduction  and  numerous  notes,  by  an  American  Editor.  J:iO 
well  known  are  the  writings  of  Dr.  Stokes,  that  no  effort  of  the  niedical 
press  in  this  country  is  necessary  to  increase  their  circulation.  Young 
practitioners  would  find  this   volume  a  pathological  guide,  which  they 
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would  be  unwilling  to  part  with,  when    made   familiar   with  its   intrinsic 
value.     It  may  be  had  of  Messrs.  Tappan  &  Dennet,  in  this  city. 


New  York  Hospital. — No  board  of  control  publishes  a  more  complete 
annual  report,  than  the  Directors  of  the  New  York  Hospital.  Durino' 
1843,  1902  patients  were  received,  which,  added  to  193  on  hand  at  the 
close  of  1842,  made  a  grand  total  of  2100  persons  who  received  the  bene- 
fits of  the  institution  the  past  year.  Of  this  great  company,  1239  were 
cured,  133  relieved,  215  discharged  on  their  own  request,  44  discharo-ed 
as  improper  objects,  71  went  or  were  sent  away,  and  only  170  died. 
When  the  present  year  commenced,  228  patients  were  still  on  hand. 

The  Hospital's  receipts  in  1843  were  as  follows,  viz.:  from  the  State,  in 
form  of  annuity,  S 1 2,500  ;  board  of  seamen,  $16,159  29;  board  of  pa- 
tients, S5,248  15;  articles  sold,  $233  06  ;  tickets  sold  to  students.  $309  ; 
and  subscriptions, $40  00;  making  $34,979  50.  E.vpenditures,  $32,271  3l', 
being  less  than  the  income  by  $2,708  19. 


Blonmingdale  Lunatic  Asylum. — In  connection  with  the  Hospital  re- 
port, is  that  of  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum,  to  which  Dr.  Pliny  Earle  was 
recently  appointed.  In  1843,  195  insane  patients  were  under  treatment; 
of  whom  49  were  restored,  23  discharged  much  improved,  7  taken  away 
by  friends,  2  eloped.  14  died,  and  100  remained  to  commence  the  year 
1844.  The  entire  income  of  the  Asylum,  the  past  year,  was  $35,903  49, 
and  its  outgoes  $33,127  46— making  an  excess  of  receipts  over  expendi- 
tures of  $2,776  03.  It  is  truly  encouraging  that  neither  department  is  in 
debt,  and  both  have  spare  funds  to  meet  any  emergency.  Dr.  Wilson,  the 
late  Medical  Superintendent,  made  a  short  report^  which  must  have  been 
a  gratifying  document  to  the  committee  and  patrons  in  general.  He  states 
that  the  proportion  of  recoveries  to  admissions,  was,  in  recent  cases,  77 
per  cent. ;  and  in  old  cases,  32  per  cent.  The  erection  of  suitable  work- 
shops is  recommended,  together  with  increased  facilities  for  amusement, 
which  will,  doubtless,  receive  immediate  attention.  On  the  whole,  the 
Asylum  sustains  a  reputation  that  a  home  for  the  insane  should  have  in 
the  great  city  of  New  York,  and  we  congratulate  the  friends  of  humanity 
there  in  having  Dr.  Earle  at  the  head  of  it. 


Hitzig's  Journal  of  Criminal  Affairs. — Those  who  are  curious  in  such 
matters  as  foreign  jurisprudence,  find  an  abundant  quantum  of  novelty 
and  excitement  in  Hitzig's  Journal  von  criminal  Sachen— a  German 
periodical.  Some  very  striking  details  are  occasionally  found  in  it,  relat- 
ing to  malpractice  and  the  abuse  of  medical  knowledge.  Writers  on 
medical  jurisprudence  in  this  country  appear  not  to  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  important  collection  of  trials,  examinations,  &c.,  for  prece- 
dents and  authority,  which  that  publication  presents.  The  legal  profes- 
sion, in  some  of  the  cities  in  the  United  States,  have  made  an  early  ac- 
quaintance with  this  Journal,  but  medical  men  have  too  long  neglected  it. 
In  order  to  make  it  particularly  serviceable  for  those  in  s'earch  of  rare 
cases,  and  extraordinary  things,  which  are  no  where  more  numerous  or 
strange  than   in   the  criminal    courts   of  Germany,   they  should    possess 
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themselves  of  the  back  numbers  for  about  ten  years.  Should  that  meri- 
torious periodical,  the  Law  Reporter,  of  this  city,  givean  occasional  arti- 
cle from  Hitzig,  it  would  be  read  with  eagerness.  It  is  possible  we  may 
introduce  a  few  translations  by-and-by,  merely  to  show  the  character  of 
the  work,  and  also  to  illustrate  the  doings  of  individuals  who  are  now 
figuring  profitably  on  our  own  shores. 

Illmois  Medical  Jouimal—k  monthly,  of  si.Kteen  octavo  pages,  has  ap- 
peared at  Chicago,  under  the  editorial  conduct  of  James  V.  Z.li laney, 
MD  one  of  the  faculty  of  the  newly-organized  school  of  medicine,  ot 
that  c'ity  The  enterprise  should  receive  the  countenance  and  support  ot 
the  physicians  of  the  far  West.  Instead  of  seeing  its  pages  filled  to  any 
o-reat  extent  from  the  English  journals,  we  should  prize  it  exceedingly 
were  the  articles  gathered  in  the  broad  field  of  Michigan,  Indiana,  Wis- 
consin and  Iowa— from  whence  a  vast  amount  of  useful,  new  and  impor- 
tant information  might  be  collected.  Dr.  Blaney  has  our  cordial  good 
wishes  for  his  success  in  the  laborious  undertaking  of  conducting  a  Journal. 


Procrress  of  Thomso7iism.— On  the  29th  page  of  the  Botanico-Medical 
Record^er,  is  a  communication  from  one  H.  Sheddon,  dated  at  Coventry', 
R  I  which  is  entirely  a  unique  production  in  several  respects.  He 
speaks  of  himself  as  being  located  at  Coventry,  as  a  '■  Thomsonian  phy- 
sician." And  further,  in  speaking  of  the  people  of  that  quarter,  he  says, 
"  they  bpgin  to  think  that  when  people  die,  it  is  not  always  the  Lord  s 
will,  but  the  doctor's  poison.  These  poisoners  have  done  everything  that 
is  dishonorable,  low  and  mean,  to  stop  the  progress  of  Ihomsonismm 
Coventry."  No  wonder  some  have  risen  up  in  their  strength  to  with- 
stand the  tidal  wave  of  such  concentrated  ignorance  and  presumption  as 
mark  the  character  of  this  correspondent's  production  But  it  is  chiefly 
in  his  poetical  light  ihat  this  man  of  Coventry  is  to  be  noted.  With  a 
boldness  that  brooks  no  control,  and  a  fervency  such  as  poets  feel  in  mo- 
ments of  ideal  exaltation,  Dr.  Sheddon  thus  exclaims  : 

"  But  after  all  their  foul  abuse, 
The  people  love  Lobelia  juice  ; 
Steam  and  powders  is  the  cry, 
Let  us  have  these,  or  we  die." 

He  adds—"  The  first  two  years  of  mv  living  in  this  place,  I  did  not  re- 
ceive one  hundred  dollars."  The  wonder  to  us  is,  how  he  ever  received 
anything.  

Seton  Needle.— Dr.  Smilie,  whose  ingenuity  in  devising  surgical  appa- 
ratus  has  frequently  been  alluded  to  of  late,  with  much  satisfaction  has 
produced  also  an  ingenious  needle  for  rowelling.  It  is  like  the  o  d  in- 
.'trument  at  the  point,  b.at  has  an  eye  for  carrying  the  tape  towards  the 
point,  instead  being,  as  usual,  at  the  stump  extremity.  t  has  a  handle, 
bv  which  the  lancet-shape  blade  is  forced  through  a  fold  of  the  skin— 
and  the  thread  being  taken  hold  of  by  the  fingers,  the  needle  is  with- 
drawn.    We  invite  for  it  the  inspection  of  the  profession. 
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_  Phelps's  Abdominal  i^upporfer.— Mr.  Phelps,  the  well-known  surcrical 
jnstrunient  maker  in  Court  street,  Boston,  has  completed  a  supporter 
which  even  those  who  have  most  interest  in  other  contrivances  admit  to 
be  a  superior  article.  In  the  first  place,  the  front  pad  really  lifts  upward 
ana  the  peculiar  curve  of  the  springs  over  the  hips,  unlike  any  other 
maintains  a  perpetual  action  in  that  direction,  instead  of  a  horizontal  one' 
so  common,  and  which  is  objectionable  in  all  cases.  Medical  gentlemen 
should  give  this  invention  a  thorough  examination,  since  mechanical  aid 
IS  not  to  be  overlooked  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 


Disgraceful  Advertisements.— No  better  evidence  of  the  corruption  of 
the  tmaes  and  the  boldness  of  those  who  live  by  imposition,  and  even 
crime,  could  be  adduced,  than  many  of  the  advertisements  in  this  and  all 
the  great  Atlantic  cities.  The  advertisers  seem  utterly  shameless  besides 
being  thoroughly  unprincipled.  These  shocking  specimens  of  in'o-enious 
corruption,  under  the  guise  of  Samaritan  efforts  for  suffering  humanity, 
are  a  disgrace  to  the  newspapers,  the  medium  through  which  the  concen- 
trated vileness  of  a  mighty  host  of  depredators  on  health  obtains  an  intro- 
duction  to  the  ignorant  community.  Look  at  the  advertiser's  description 
of  the  Portuguese  Female  PiV/s.— "The  combination  of  ingredients  of  which 
these  pills  are  composed,  have  made  them  the  wonder  and  admiration  of 
the  world."  "  They  must  not  be  used  during  pregnancy,  for  though  al- 
ways mild,  safe  and  healthy,  they  are  certain  to  produce  miscarriage,  if 
used  during  that  period."  This  false  caution  creates  a  positive  demand 
lor  them  for  the  most  wicked  purposes.  And  so  of  a  multitude  of  others 
which  we  have  neither  time  nor  patience  further  to  allude  to.  These  ad- 
vertisements are  admitted  into  papers  which  circulate  in  families  and  lie 
on  parlor  tables,  and  the  mischief  which  is  done  in  various  ways  throuo-h 
meir  means  is  incalculable.  ^ 


Intemperate  Physicians.— R^^^^Wy  for  society,  the  old  race  of  tipplint^ 
physicians  has  gone  out  of  fashion.  Formerly  it  was  one  of  the  common 
reproaches  brought  against  the  profession,  that  many  of  the  be^t  practi- 
tioners were  intemperate.  If  they  could  be  caught  while  sober,  their  ad- 
vice was  of  the  highest  value.  There  is  no  occ'asion,  in  this  a<Te  of  so- 
berness for  watching  an  opportunity  to  get  medical  advice  fi^om  that 
class  of  physicians.  In  New  England,  there  are  a  few  drinking  ones  left 
— laudanum-takmg  men,  perhaps,  who  vainly  imagine  that  they  are  se- 
curely deceiving  the  world  in  regard  to  their  habits,  when  the  fact  is.  no 
one  IS  in  the  dark  but  themselves. 

How  disgraceful— and,  above  all,  what  a  fearful  responsibility— to  pre- 
scribe  for  the  sick  when  muddled  with  liquor  or  stupefied  with  opium  ' 
1  he  public  have  a  vigilant  eye  on  the  remnant  few  of  these  semi-sober 
physicians,  who  must  either  conform  to  the  requirements  of  reason  and 
the  temperance  reformation,  or  go  down  in  poverty  and  neo-lect  to  that 
low  obscurity  to  which  a  moral  community  will  certainly  conslcrn  them. 


Medicine  to  gain  Favors.— Mi:  Apthorp,  located   at  the  distant  eastern 
station  of  Varney,  at  some   distance  from    Ceylon,  among   other  curious 
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thin <Ts  ihat  have  fallen  under  his  observation,  states  that  a  young  man 
suddenly  died,  who,  it  was  strongly  suspected,  had  been  unmtentionally 
killed  by  a  Tamul,  with  drugs  given  to  obtain  his  favors.  He  was  well 
in  the  afternoon,  and  died  in  the  evening.  A  few  years  ago,  says  Mr. 
Apthorp,  a  Tamul  priest,  of  large  property,  died  suddenly,  and  it  was  be- 
lieved that  his  untimely  end  was  in  consequence  of  a  love  potion  given 
him  by  a  woman,  which  proved  to  be  more  powerful  than  she  anticipated. 
While  Mr.  A.  was  from  home,  at  Choracherry,  Mrs.  Apthorp  was  seized 
with  violent  indisposition— which  he  does  not  doubt  had  been  given 
her  for  the  same  object.  The  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  certain  powerlul 
druffs  to  secure  personal  favors,  is  very  common  where  he  resides. 

There  are  people  in  this  country,  making  pretensions  to  the  elements  ot 
common-sense  knowledge,  who  are  not  much  behind  the  Tamul  heathen  in 
iheir  belief  on  this  point.  Some  very  remarkable  developments  came  out 
in  one  of  the  courts  of  law  in  Boston,  a  few  years  since,  illustrative  o 
the  vukar  opinions  and  credulity  of  those  who  might  have  been  presumed 
to  have  been  brought  up  in  a  civilized  and  Christian  country.  Ihe  case 
was  after  this  sort.  A  young  man  was  prosecuted  for  administering  to  a 
young  lady,  of  high  respectability,  certain  drugs,  to  the  connplainanl  un- 
known, which  made  her  sick.  It  was  mixed  in  some  cordial,  we  believe, 
at  n  confectioner's  shop,  in  the  course  of  an  evening  walk.  It  came  out, 
on  investigation,  that  the  unknown  medicine  was  some  of  two  pulverized 
nutme^rs  which  had  been  worn  a  considerable  time  in  coniact  with  the 
testes."  The  recipe  for  this  exceedingly  novel  love  philter,  was  purchased 
of  a  vile  old  man,  who  had  been  richly  compensated,  it  was  supposed,  tor 
this  imposition  and  moral  degradation—all  under  the  specious  cover  ot  a 
medicine  for  gaining  special  favors,  and  the  good  will  of  all  to  whom  it 
should  be  administered. 


American  Surgery  m  CAma.— Intelligence  from  the  celestial  empire 
assures  us  that  Dr.  Peter  Parker-whose  labors  and  bold  operations  were 
of  an  astounding  character  before  his  late  visit  to  Boston— is  more  highly 
valued  since  his  return,  than  before.  All  classes  of  Chinese  crowd 
into  the  Hospital.  xNo  objection  is  made  to  the  residence  of  Mrs.  barker 
amongst  them.  This  is  an  extraordinary  departure  from  the  ancient  and 
loner-determined  policy,  that  no  foreign  female  should  enter  the  country. 


Cholera  in  India.- Advices,  under  date  of  Sept.  6th,state  that  the  scourge 
of  India,  the  Asiatic  cholera,  had  raged  very  violently,  and  that  more  than 
half  the  population  of  Vadavilka,  near  a  missionary  station,  had  tied  to 
the  villages.  Curious  as  it  may  appear,  neither  the  missionaries,  nor  the 
assistants  in  their  families,  have  suffered  in  any  degree  by  it  although  the 
nativp^  died  daily  last  season  and  this,  at  the  rate  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
a  day  all  around  them.  The  awful  disease  evidently  thrives  poorly  in  a 
cleanly  and  orderly  dwelling;  and  acts  with  rapid  and  destructive  energy 
where  filth  abounds,  personal  cleanliness  is  neglected,  and  the  habitual 
diet  is  exclusively  a  vegetable  one. 

Medical  Prize  Questions  by  the  Conn£Ctic7a  Medical  Sociely.— Resolved 
That  a  prize  of  twenty  dollars,  or   a  gold   medal  of  that  value,  be  offered 
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for  the  best  dissertation  from  any  member  of  this  Society,  on  some  sub- 
ject to  be  fixed  upon  by  the  Society  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  Treasury 
will  warrant  it. 

Resolved,  That  Silas  Fuller,  Eli  Ives,  and  Jonathan  Knight,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  propose  a  prize  question  to  members  of  this  Society,  and  to 
award  the  prize. 

The  committee  met  at  New  Haven,  and  agreed  to  propose  scarlet  fever, 
for  the  prize  dissertation.  The  dissertation  must  be  written,  and  foiward- 
ed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  at  Hartford,  post  paid,  by  the  first 
of  March,  184o.  It  must  be  sealed,  and  have  on  its  cover  some  motto  or 
device,  accompanied  by  another  sealed  package,  containing  the  name  of 
the  author,  and  on  its  cover  a  corresponding  motto,  or  device,  to  that  on 
the  cover  of  the  dissertation.  The  Committee  will  report  the  successful 
candidate  to  the  convention  of  1845,  and  award  the  prize  specified  in  the 
resolve  of  1S43.  The  unsuccessful  dissertations,  ivith  their  arxompaitying 
packages,  unopened,  will  be  returned  to  any  post  office  designated  by  the 
author  on  the  cover  of  the  package  or  dissertation. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  Medical  Journal  has  been  started  at  Montreal, 
but  a  specimen  number  has  not  yet  been  received  here. — Dr.  Sarauel  L. 
Metralf,  of  Kentucky,  has  published  a  work  on  caloric,  in  London,  that  is 
making  quite  a  sensation. — The  London  Lancet  has  come  out  in  a  new 
form,  much  enlarged,  with  the  name  of  Henry  Bennet,  M.D.,  as  associate 
editor. — At  Lucca,  there  has  been  a  scientific  congress,  a  new  epoch  in 
Italy,  made  up  mostly  of  physicians. — The  faculty  of  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  Glasgow,  have  a  charter  granted  them  by  James  VI.,  which 
empowers  them  to  prevent  any  individual  from  practising  in  that  city, 
or  in  the  four  adjoining  counties,  without  their  license. — Quackery,  like 
sin,  says  an  English  writer,  is  very  ancient.  The  income  to  government 
from  the  sale  of  quark  medicines  in  England,  in  1S41,  is  supposed  to 
have  amounted  to  £50,000.  Thus  the  Government,  for  the  sake  of  reve- 
nue, tolerates  just  what  the  law  declares  to  be  unjust. — Dr.  Wm.  Gregory 
is  considered  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  Edinburgh  University  chair 
of  Chemistry,  in  the  place  of  the  late  eminent  Professor  Hope.  The 
election  devolves  on  the  Lord  Provost  and  Town  Council. — Si.xteen  cases 
of  smallpox  exist  at  Wheeling,  Penn. — Hufeland's  Practice  of  Physic  has 
appeared  in  a  second  edition,  at  New  York. — Dr.  Paris  has  been  chosen 
President  of  the  Roval  College  of  Physicians,  in  place  of  the  late  Sir 
Henry  Halford. — The  Cooper  prize,  established  by  Sir  Astley,  of  300Z. 
has  been  awarded  this  year  to  a  Mr.  Simon,  for  the  best  essay  on  the 
thymus  gland. — Dr.  Robert  T.  Barry  has  been  appointed  a  surgeon  in 
the  U.  S.  Navy. — Twenty-seven  medical  students  were  graduated  at 
Kemper  Collge.  St.  Louis,  the  present  season. 

Married,— J.  T.  G.  Leach,  M.D.,  of  Lowell,  to  Miss  A.  S.  Bartlett,  of  N.  York- 

Died, — At  New  York,  Andrew  Buckam,  M.D.,  63. 

Number  ordeaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  27,  41.— Males,21 ;  Females,  20.     Stillborn,  3. 

or  consumption,  8— hernia,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — dropsy  in  the  head,  4— infantile,  3 — 
apoplexy,  2 — limg  fever,  4 — suicide,  I — epilepsy,  I— scarlet  fever,  4 — croup,  J — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 
— fever,  1 — disf^aseof  the  heart,  1 — erysipelas,  2 — influenza,  1 — teething,  1 — old  age,  1— dysentery,  1. 

Under  5  years,  17 — between  5  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  60  years,  14 — over  60  years,  5. 
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Artificial  Pupil  made  in  the  Superior  Eyelid. — In  a  case  of  contraction 
of  the  orbicnlar  muscle  of  the  eyelid,  which  had  resisted  every  remedy,  even 
the  twice-repeated  section  of  the  muscular  fibres,  M.  Gerold  resorted  to  the 
following  operation,  which  he  has  been  the  first  to  propose  and  to  execute. 
After  introducing  a  small  flat  piece  of  wood,  well  oiled,  underneath  the 
superior  eyelid,  exactly  opposite  the  pupil  of  the  eye,  he  made  a  crucial 
incision,  which  completely  divided  the  skin,  the  muscle,  and  the  mu- 
cous membrane.  The  external  skin  was  then  dissected  ofi'  the  four 
flaps  thus  formed,  and  the  mucous  surface  was  turned  outwards  and  fast- 
ened to  the  base  of  the  flaps,  so  that  the  mucous  membrane  formed  the 
circumference  of  the  artificial  opening.  No  accident  supervened,  and 
A-isioti  was  restored  ;  the  patient  wore  spectacles  as  a  precautionary 
measure. 

Such  intractable  cases  as  the  above  are  of  very  rare  occurrence  ;  still 
the  operation  of  M.  Gerold,  which  is  a  most  ingenious  one,  is  a  valuable 
addition  to  science.  It  may  likewise  be  resorted  to  in  cases  of  partial  or 
complete  paralysis  of  the  third  pair,  with  prolapsus  of  the  superior  palpe- 
bra.  The  longitudinal  section  of  the  eyelid,  which  has  been  proposed  in 
such  cases,  is  evidently  a  much  more  objectionable  operation  ;  it  interferes 
more  with  the  contraction  of  the  orbicular  muscles,  exposes  a  greater 
extent  of  the  eye  to  the  external  atmosphere,  and  consequently  render^ 
the  inflammation,  which  usually  follows  such  exposure,  as  in  paralysis 
of  the  seventh  pair,  much  more  probable. — Annales  Beiges  d' Oculistique ^ 


On  Ligature  of  the  Eyelids. — In  chronic  inflammation  of  the  eyes, 
with  relaxation  of  the  superior  eyelid,  ulceration  of  the  cornea,  and  in- 
cipient pannus,  the  success  of  this  slight  operation  is  often  surprising. 
Often  the  day  after  it  has  been  performed,  the  ulcerations  are  favorably 
modified,  and  the  vascularity  of  the  cornea  and  conjunctiva  has  disappear- 
ed. The  same  remark  may  be  made  with  reference  to  other  forms  of 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  cornea,  blepharoplegia,  and  blepharoptosis. 
This  remedy  alone  is  frequently  sufficient  to  eflfect  a  cure.  M.  Ammon 
thus  describes  the  operation  : — A  transversal  fold  is  made  in  the  upper 
eyelid,  and  the  base  of  this  fold  is  pierced,  by  means  of  a  curved  needle, 
with  two  threads  of  cotton.  The  extremities  of  this  kind  of  seton  are  then 
fixed  on  the  forehead  by  means  of  a  piece  of  diachylon,  the  eyelid  being 
sufficiently  raised  not  to  touch  the  globe  of  the  eye.  This  suspensio7i  of 
the  eyelid  has  a  double  influence.  It  acts  as  a  derivative,  or  seton,  on 
the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  preserves  the  eye  from  the  contact  of  the 
inner  surface  of  the  eyelid,  which  is  often  granular,  and  occasions  and 
keeps  up  the  inflammation.  There  is  only  one  objection  to  this  operation, 
it  may  give  rise  to  erysipelas  of  the  eyelids. — Idem. 


Guy's  Hospital— On  Tuesday,  March  5th,  Mr.  B.  B.  Cooper  lied  the 
external  iliac  in  a  man  for  femoral  aneurism,  situated  directly  below  Pou- 
part's  ligament.  Some  difficulty  arose  from  the  man  being  so  fat  and 
muscular.  The  operation  was  completed  in  about  ten  minutes.  The 
aneurism  was  a  large  one,  and  had  three  distinct  enlargements,  the 
smallest  of  which  was  situated  directly  under  the  crural  arch;  the  liga- 
ture was  applied  high. — London  Lancet. 
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FRACTURE   OF   THE    NECK   OF   THE   OS    FEMORIS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Be  not  alarmed,  my  dear  sir,  at  the  caption  of  this  article.  I  am  not  about 
to  inflict  upon  your  readers  a  dissertation  upon  fractures  :  sooner  would  I 
go  into  a  discussion  of  the  prophecies  upon  the  restoration  of  the  Jews. 
The  continued  outpourings  from  the  press  afford  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  profession  are  not  satisfied  with  present  attainments  upon  the  subject 
of  fractures,  and  that  the  field  still  remains  open  for  exploration. 

It  was  truly  said  by  Dr.  Peirson,  "  There  is  a  chaos  of  knowledge 
upon  the  subject  of  fracture  ;  and  yet,  if  an  experienced  man  were  to 
read  the  record  of  it  all,  his  very  next  case  of  fractured  limb  might  puz- 
zle him." 

1  shall  confine  my  remarks  to  fracture  of  the  thigh  bone  at  the  neck. 
I  have,  in  the  course  of  my  practice,  met  with  a  goodly  number  of  these 
fractures,  and  with  them  my  share  of  doubts  and  perplexities,  both  with 
regard  to  diagnosis  and  treatment.  Oft  have  I  paused  and  "  wondered 
what  I  had  better  do  ;"  nor  am  I  now  prepared  to  boast  of  remarkable 
success  in  this  branch  of  practice.  I  can  truly  say,  however,  that  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  I  have  engaged  in  these  cases  with  far  less  reluctance 
than  in  the  early  part  of  my  professional  life  ;  and  for  this  reason,  I  gene- 
rally expect  a  favorable  termination  without  any  extraordinary  trouble  to 
myself. 

In  saying  this,  however,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  to 
patients  very  (ar  advanced  in  years,  or  with  broken-down  constitutions,  I 
apply  no  dressing  at  all.  A  large  proportion  of  these  fractures  occur  in 
females  somewhat  advanced  in  life.  Such  individuals  seldom  fall  from 
an  eminence,  because  "  they  are  afraid  of  that  which  is  high."  They 
never  mount  the  upper  scaffold  to  search  for  eggs  ;  they  never  climb  for 
cherries,  or  birds'  nests  ;  but  they  do  walk  upon  the  ice,  they  do  tread  on 
slippery  places,  and  these  are  the  traps  in  which  they  are  most  fre- 
quently caught. 

A  fall  upon  the  great  trochanter,  with  force  sufficient  to  fracture  the 
bone,  is  sometimes  attended  with  so  little  pain,  that  the  nature  of  the  in- 
jury may  for  a  time  escape  detection. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  said  a  single  word  about  diagnosis ;  but 
having  imperceptibly  prep<ired  the  way  for  it,  I  will  briefly  state  a  single 
14 


270  Fracture  of  the  Neck  of  the  Os  Femoris. 

case  of  mistaken  diagnosis  and  its  consequences.  We  are  apt  to  regard 
as  private  property,  that  wisdom  which  we  derive  from  our  own  mistakes  ; 
but  no  matter,  1  write  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

I  was  once  called  in  consultation  to  visit  a  patient  at  a  distance,  who 
had  recently  injured  the  hip  by  a  fall.  We  found  no  distortion  or  short- 
ening of  the  limb  ;  all  the  motions  could  be  given  to  it  by  the  hands  of 
another,  without  producing  much  pain — in  a  word,  it  seemed  like  a  very 
slight  affair.  I  directed  some  application,  without  any  particular  dress- 
ing, and  left  the  patient.  The  attending  physician  lived  at  some  distance, 
and  did  not  make  frequent  visits.  At  the  end  of  twelve  days,  I  was 
again  sent  for,  and  discovered  the  well-marked  symptoms  of  fracture  at 
the  neck  of  the  bone.  This  took  me  by  surprise,  and  produced  tiiat  pe- 
culiar and  disagreeable  feeling  which  arises  from  a  consciousness  of  hav- 
ing done  wrong.  I  applied  the'apjiaratus,  and  continued  it  a  long  lime. 
The  limb  retained  its  position  well,  but  no  re-union  took  place — the  pa- 
tient remained  a  cripple.  1  was  aware  that  this  was  by  no  means  a  nev/ 
case  ;  but  it  was  new  to  me.  I  had  never  seen  one  like  it.  I  had  over- 
looked the  nature  of  the  injury,  and  omitted  to  enjoin  that  careful  watch- 
fulness wliich  might  have  led  to  a  more  satisfactory  termination. 

Tliis  kind  of  fracture  is  easily  reduced,  but  always  requires  some  sort 
of  dressing  to  keep  the  lower  portion  of  the  bone  in  its  place.  This 
dressing,  or  apparatus,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  always  productive  of  more 
or  less  suffering  during  a  protracted  confinement.  The  object  of  this  com- 
munication is  to  give  to  the  junior  members  of  the  profession,  a  descrip- 
tion of  some  deviations  from  the  usual  method  of  dressing,  which,  unless 
I  have  been  deceived,  not  only  have  a  tendency  to  save  the  patient 
some  pain  and  the  surgeon  much  labor,  but  also  to  render  the  treatment 
more  generally  successful.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  sent  you  my 
views  upon  this  subject  some  time  ago,  but  have  neglected  to  do  so  until 
a  case  of  recent  occurrence  has  again  drawii  n)y  attention  to  it. 

The  bed  is  prepared  in  the  following  manner.  Confine  two  boards 
together,  making  a  flat  surface  two  and  a  half  or  three  feet  wide,  and 
six  or  seven  feet  long.  To  the  smooth  side  of  this,  nail  two  pieces  of 
joist,  of  the  length  ol  the  platform,  at  a  distance  from  each  other  sufficient 
to  receive  the  body  of  the  [)atient,  and  a  few  inches  to  spare.  A  bolster 
is  then  made  of  rugs,  blankets  or  carpeting,  like  the  cushion  of  a  sofa 
without  tufts,  but  of  bulk  sufficient  to  be  five  inches  thick  when  com- 
pressed by  tlie  weight  of  the  body.  This  bolster  is  somewhat  wider  than 
the  platform,  and  its  edges  are  confined  with  needle  and  twine.  Then 
with  a  mullet  and  chisel,  cut  an  aperture  through  the  bolster  five  inches 
in  diameter,  at  a  |)oint  to  correspond  with  the  os  sacrum  of  the  patient ; 
the  edges  of  the  aperture  are  also  to  be  secured  with  needle  and  twine; 
it  is  then  laid  upon  the  [)latlorm  and  covered  wiili  a  double  sheet. 

Previous  to  using  this  bed,  patients  used  to  suffer  from  excoriation,  and 
sometimes  sloughing  upon  the  region  of  tlie  os  sacrum.  It  is  some  work 
to  make  this  bed,  but  it  saves  so  much  trouble  that  1  always  do  it. 

For  counter  extension,  I  use  one  of  Desault's  long  splints,  with 
Physick's  crutch  head.     A  roll  of  linen  cloth,  twelve  inches  long  and 
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one  Inch  in  diameter,  is  made  to  rest  <i|K)n  the  pHi'meuni  ;  at  eafh  end  of 
this  roll  is  attached  a  piece  of  India-iubher  webbing,  to  Ije  Itucklfd  be- 
tween two  mortises  under  liie  head  of  the  crutch. 

The  old  (iiethod  of  making  exte-nsion  is  decided ly  objectionable.  This 
was  done  by  doubling  a  silk  handkerehit-'l  fiDm  corner  to  corner,  apply- 
ing the  centre  to  the  tendo-Achilles,  crossing  llie  ends  over  ihe  instep, 
and  tying  to  a  notcli  or  rnoitise  m^ar  tin;  Jower  end  of  the  splint.  From 
tliis  [);irt  of  the  dressing  there  was  always  trouble  with  the  loot.  1  have 
sonieiiines  found,  in  my  consultaticvns,  ulcerations  from  thi^  cause,  to  such 
an  exient  as  to  render  further  permanent  extension  im|>ra(ticable.  Dr. 
Caldwell,  when  speaking  of  Desault's  splint  imf)roved  by  Physick,  alludes 
to  this  circumstance  in  an  inciflental  manner,  as  an  affair  of  so  little  im- 
portance that  he  had  well  nigh  for'^otten  ii.  He  says,  "  I  ought  to  have 
observed  that  it  is  necessary  to  defend  the  soft  parts  from  the  pressure  of 
the  extending  and  counter-extending  straps.  Tliis  is  parii'ularly  neces- 
sary on  the  instep,  where  the  ends  of  the  handkerchief  cross  each  other. 
It  requires  some  atten(io7i  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon  to  prevent  this  part 
from  being  excoriated,  especially  if  it  be  found  necessary  to  make  forci- 
ble extension."  Tliis  remark  is  so  full  of  truth,  that  the  writer  might, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  have  laid  more  stress  upon  it  ;  but  the 
doctor  wields  the  pen  of  the  ready  writer,  and  with  it  surmounts  obstacles 
with  great  facility. 

In  making  extension,  I  adopt  the  following  method.  A  canvass  band, 
five  inches  wide,  lined  with  deerskin  and  stuffed  with  cotton,  is  passed 
round  the  leg  above  the  calf;  the  ends  of  the  band  are  tied  together  with 
four  or  five  tapes  on  the  upper  side  of  the  leg.  This  band  may  be  tied 
with  a  good  degree  of  tightness,  as  it  never  produces  pain.  Another 
band,  a  little  narrower,  but  otherwise  precisely  like  it,  is  made  to  sur- 
round the  leg  above  the  ankle-joint,  to  be  secured  in  the  same  manner. 
These  bands  are  connected  together  on  each  side,  with  carpet  binding 
and  a  small  buckle.  In  this  manner  the  extension  is  divided  between 
two  points,  and  is  borne  without  complaint.  The  extending  straps  are 
attached  to  the  lower  edge  of  the  bottom  band,  are  made  of  narrow  India- 
rubber  webbing,  and  wind  upon  the  windlass  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
splint.  The  foot  and  ankle-joint  being  left  free,  we  have  veiy  little  trou- 
ble from  this  quarter. 

There  is  one  other  difficulty  attending  this  kind  of  fracture  ;  that  is,  a 
constant  tendency  in  the  limb  to  roll  outward.  In  order  to  overcome 
this,  I  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  applying  a  swathe.  This  is  ten  or 
twelve  inches  wide,  and  of  sufficient  length  to  pass  twice  round  the  thigh, 
and  half  a  yard  to  spare.  This  swathe  is  cut  in  such  a  manner  that 
when  laid  flat,  it  forms  a  segment  of  a  circle,  to  make  it  correspond  with 
the  taper  of  the  thigh.  A  strip  across  one  en(],  about  two  inches  wide, 
is  spread  with  adhesive  plaster ;  this  end  is  made  to  adhere  along  the 
course  of  the  vastus  externus  muscle  ;  the  other  end  is  then  carried  over 
the  top  of  the  thigh,  and  twice  round  it,  leaving  tl)e  end  of  the  swathe 
sufficiently  long  to  pass  over  the  other  thigh.  To  this  end  of  tlie  swathe 
are  attached  tapes,  to  be  tied  to  the   bedstead   on  the  opposite  side.     It 
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may  first  be  tried  on  the  sound  limb,  that  it  may  be  made  to  take  an 
equal  bearing  upon  every  part  of  the  thigh.  Whenever  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  bend  the  sound  limb,  as  will  occasionally  happen,  the  tapes 
are  detached  from  the  bedstead,  and  afterwards  re-placed. 

This  is  what  the  lumber  men  call  the  "  rolling  hitch,"  and  it  answers 
the  purpose  most  perfectly. 


Notwithstanding  this  long  description,  the  apparatus  is  nearly  as  simple 
as  that  with  which  the  dandy  applies  permanent  extension  to  his  panta- 
loons ;  and  when  once  properly  adjusted,  seldom  requires  tightening,  loos- 
ening or  re-modelling  during  the  confinement.  It  keeps  its  place ;  and 
very  little  extension,  constantly  kept  up,  is  all   that   is  required.      Abso- 
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lute  rest  is  always  desirable ;  by  pulling  tlie  limb  a  little  at  one  visit,  and 
twisting  it  a  little  at  another,  we  are  sure  to  retard  the  progress  of  re- 
union. 

Inasmuch  as  the  success  in  these  cases  depends  entirely  on  the  dress- 
ing, this  cannot  receive  too  much  attention  ;  there  should  always  be  a 
perfect  neatness  about  it — what  the  tailors  caW  a  good  ft.  A  dressing 
that  does  not  look  well,  never  sets  well  ;  if  the  outward  appearance  be 
slover.ly,  the  patient  and  friends  are  apt  to  be  fearful  that  al!  is  not  right 
within;  and  hence  that  lamentable  lack  of  confidence  with  which  many  a 
well-meaning  practitioner  has  to  contend.  The  difference  between  dress- 
ing pretty  well  and  very  well  seems  but  little  ;  but  little  as  it  is,  it  fre- 
quently constitutes  the  difference  between  success  and  defeat,  between  life 
and  death.  It  is  said  of  Dr.  Dudley,  that  his  remarkable  success  in  the 
operation  of  lithotomy  has  depended  more  upon  the  preparation  of  his 
patients,  and  his  minute  personal  attention  to  the  subsequent  treatment, 
than  upon  the  dexterity  with  which  he  performs  the  operation. 

A  great  variety  of  machines  have  been  contrived  to  be  used  in  the 
treatment  of  fractures ;  but  very  few  of  these  have  been  derived  from 
practical  men,  and  still  fewer  of  them  have  ever  come  into  general  use. 
A  machine,  exhibiting  a  beautiful  combination  of  the  mechanic  powers,  is 
one  thing;  but  the  application  of  that  machine  to  a  fractured  limb,  is  an- 
other and  a  very  different  thing.  Many  a  distinguished  surgeon  bestows 
a  gentle  puff  upon  an  apparatus  which  he  never  thinks  of  trying  himself. 
He  treats  his  own  cases  in  his  own  way  ;  yet  he  signs  one  of  these  recom- 
mendations with  the  same  indifference  that  he  would  witness  a  contract 
for  building  a  bridge  or  grading  a  rail-road.  But  upon  the  strength  of 
this  recommendation,  the  young  surgeon  is  liable  to  adopt  the  new  method, 
and  this  perhaps  in  his  very  first  case.  Under  such  circumstances  he 
assumes  the  responsibility  of  an  experiment,  which  if  unsuccessful  may 
prove  fatal  to  his  future  progress. 

With  regard  to  the  time  of  applying  the  dressing,  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  among  surgeons.  Some  say  immediately  after  accident ; 
others  advise  to  wait  two,  three  or  four  days.  In  deciding  tliis  point, 
the  anxiety  of  the  patient  and  friends  is  a  circumstance  not  to  be  wholly 
disregarded.  It  is  sometimes  diflicult  to  convince  them  that  no  time  will 
be  lost  by  leaving  a  broken  thigh  three  or  four  days  without  setting. 

Having  alluded  to  a  recent  case,  I  will  give  a  concise  description  of  it, 
although  it  was  not  attended  with  a  single  circumstance  of  particular 
interest. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1844,  Mrs.  R.,  of  Burlington,  received  a 
fall  by  a  slip  of  the  foot  upon  ice.  I  saw  her  two  hours  after  the  acci- 
dent, and  found  a  well-marked  case  of  fracture  at  the  neck  of  the  thigh- 
bone. The  patient  59  years  old,  large  and  fleshy.  Directed  cathartic 
and  a  solution  of  acetate  of  lead. 

21st,  two  days  after,  applied  apparatus  ;  discontinued  solution  and 
kept  everything  dry ;  directed  low  diet,  and  prohibited  the  use  of  dry 
bread  and  cakes,  on  account  of  crumbs. 
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23d. — Resilfss  nlt,flits.  Had  cramp  in  limbs,  but  did  not  complain  of 
any  jiiuiicular  part  of  dressint;. 

25tl,, — Pmieiit  tranquil.  Dressiiifr  in  good  order.  From  tbis  time  to 
tlie  first  of  April,  I  visited  once  or  twice  a  week — but  baving  bad  little  or 
nolbing  to  do,  bave  notbing  to  record. 

At  tbe  end  of  six  weeks,  ibe  dressing  was  removed  ;  limb  of  full 
lengtb,  no  turning  out  of  tbe  foot.  At  tbe  end  of  sixty  days  sbe  was 
able  to  bear  a  little  weigbt  upon  tbe  limb,  and  convalescence  gradually 
pro<;ressing. 

[  bave  not  tbe  means  of  determining  at  wbat  period  tbe  dressing  may 
be  safely  removed.  I  never  try  tbe  linib  until  1  suppose  tbe  bone  lias  had 
time  to  unite. 

Mrs.  Jobnson,  of  Billericn,  fractured  tbe  bone  at  tbe  neck,  in  January, 
1831,  at  tbe  age  of  63.  Tbe  dressing  was  removed  at  tbe  end  of  fifty- 
five  days. 

In  December,  1834,  sbe  met  witb  a  similar  accident  upon  tbe  opposite 
side — in  botb  instances  by  Gills  upon  tbe  ice.  In  tbis  case  I  also  removed 
tbe  apparatus  at  tbe  end  of  fifty-five  days.  It  probably  might  bave  been 
removed  sooner,  for  she  kept  very  siill.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  now  76  years 
old — is  not  lame,  occasionally  walks  two  miles  to  meeting,  and  last  year 
received  a  dollar  a  week  for  nursing  the  sick. 

In  surgery,  as  in  everything  else,  great  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the 
medium  through  which  a  man  views  bis  own  improvements.  In  doing 
tbis,  he  is  apt  to  shut  one  eye,  and  apply  tbe  magnifying  glass  to  tbe 
other ;  precisely  as  the  fond  parent  views  bis  own  children  ;  he  always 
imagines  that  bis  daughters  are  beautiful,  and  that  bis  sons  are  fine  fel- 
lows, and  is  astonished  when  be  finds  that  they  are  not  so  regarded  by 
others.  But  upon  such  matters  the  community  will  always  decide  for 
themselves,  and  from  their  decision  there  is  no  appeal.     Yours  truly, 

BiUerica,  April,  1844.  Z.  Howe. 


ON   MYOPIA. 

By  W.  Clay  Wallace,  M.D. 
[Communicated  (or  the  Boston  MetlicH)  hiuI  Smtiral  .Ifinriml.] 

Definition. — Distinct  vision  only  at  less  than  the  usual  point. 

Causes. — Myopia  may  be  occasioned  by — 1,  too  great  convexity  of 
the  cornea  ;  2,  too  great  convexity  of  the  crystalline  ;  3,  malposition  of 
the  crystalline. 

1.  Too  great  convexity  of  the  cornea. — "  While  it  is  undeniable," 
observes  Dr.  Mackenzie,  "  that  in  aggravated  instances  of  myopia,  the  cor- 
nea, natural  in  diameter,  may  be  observed  to  project  considerably  above 
its  average  altitude,  it  is  also  certain,  that  this  conformation  is  by  no  means 
a  coinition,  nor  even  a  frequent  attendant  on  the  disease. 

2.  Too  great  convexity  of  the  crystalline. — Although  unusual  con- 
vexity of  the  crystalline  probably  occurs,  Percy  and  Reveille-Parise  ex- 
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amined  the  eyes  of  subjects  who  were  shoit-si^hted  when  alive,  without 
beino;  able  to  observe  it.  INIyopia  arid  presbyopia  are  sometimes  sufldenly 
produced,  or  suddenly  removed — effects  whicii  would  not  pr()l)ably  t;d<e 
place,  if  the  complaints  arose  from  altered  configuration  of  the  reliactive 
media. 

3.  Malposition  of  the  crystnlline. — For  a  clear  understanding  of  this, 
which  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of  myopia,  it  will  be  proper  to  inquire 
into  the  method  by  which  the  eye  is  adjusted  to  different  distances. 

Accommodation  of  the  eye  to  distances. — This  has  been  refei- 
red,  1,  by  some  to  alteration  of  the  diameter  of  the  pupil  ;  2,  by  a  lew 
to  muscularity  of  the  crystalline;  3,  by  a  greater  number  to  pressure  of 
the  external  muscles  changing  the  convexity  of  the  cornea  ;  and,  4,  to 
alteration  of  the  position  of  the  crystalline. 

1.  Alteration  of  the  diameter  of  the  pupil. — As  the  eye  is  construct- 
ed on  the  same  principle  as  the  camera  obscura,  it  is  evident  that  altera- 
tion of  the  diameter  of  the  pupil  can  have  no  greater  effect  in  [)roducing 
in  the  eye  a  distinct  image  of  objects  at  different  distances,  than  altera- 
tion of  the  diameter  of  a  camera  obscura  in  its  adjustment.  In  the  latttM- 
instrument  the  lens  is  slided,  or  the  screen  is  shifted  backward  or  forward 
until  the  representation  becomes  distinct.  When  a  person  endowed  wiili 
the  usual  powers  of  vision  looks  at  a  near  object,  the  pupil  is  observed 
to  contract  ;  whereas,  in  a  myope,  it  is  almost  always  expanded. 

2.  Musculariti/  of  the  crystalline. — The  fibres  of  the  crystalline,  |)ris- 
niatic  in  form  and  brittle  in  consistence,  are  totally  different  from  muscu- 
lar structure  ;  and  if  they  really  did  possess  contractility,  there  is  no  point 
of  attachment  from  which  the  fibres  could  act.  In  a  certain  species  of 
hawk,  the  crystalline  is  a  plano-convex,  and  it  is  in  all  animals  so  exquisitely 
cut,  if  1  may  use  the  expression,  that  the  irregular  corrugation  of  muscles 
would  produce  irregular  refraction.  In  aquatic  animals,  where  the  crys- 
talline is  dense,  the  fibres  are  separated  from  each  other  with  so  much 
difficulty,  that  it  is  not  piobable  they  could  slide  over  each  other,  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  produce  the  sui)posed  effect.  Sir  D.  Brewster  has  ascer- 
tained that  in  these  animals  the  fibres  of  the  crystalline  are  hooked  or 
dovetailed  into  each  other  by  a  species  of  teeth,  /t(!\)^r 'li^'^'^  fliffilfl 
which  would  of  course  prevent  any  change  in  the  ^1'-'-'  '-m^J 
configuration  of  the  refractory  medium.  In  the  lilll'iT;i«s>'^'^^^^ 
mammalia,  Arnold  has  ascertained  that  the  fibres  ^^^%\rJwCf]i%'^--P-f 
are  tubular. 

3.  Pressure  of  the  external  muscles. — The  external  muscles  of  the 
eye  are  solely  adapted  to  n)ove  the  organ  in  different  directions.  If  ad- 
justment depended  on  them,  the  focus  would  be  disturbed  with  everv 
motion  ;  but  we  can  look  steadily  at  an  object  and  roll  the  orbit  round 
the  eye,  without  moving  the  image  on  the  retina.  After  the  operation 
for  cataract,  the  muscles  and  cornea  are  as  perfect  as  ever,  yet  the  power 
of  adjustment  is  lost ;  glasses  of  different  powers  being  necessary  to  view 
near  and  distant  objects.  After  the  operation  for  strabismus,  the  eye 
can   be  adjusted   as   well  as  before  it,  even  wlien  one  of  the  obliqui  has 
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been  divided.  Operations  for  the  cure  of  myopia  by  dividing  the  exter- 
nal muscles,  should  be  therefore  condemned. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  eyes  of  all  animals  are  constructed  in  adaptation 
to  the  known  laws  of  the  refraction  of  light ;  that  rays  will  deviate  from 
straii^ht  lines  and  be  collected  in  a  focus  only  when  they  pass  from  rarer 
media  to  denser.  Now  granting  that  pressure  of  the  external  muscles 
produced  increased  convexity  of  the  cornea,  rays  of  light  proceeding 
from  an  object  under  water,  to  the  eye  of  an  animal  immersed  in  the 
same  fluid,  would  not  by  that  means  pass  to  a  medium  materially  denser, 
and  would  not  undergo  sufficient  refraction.  Increasetl  convexity  of  the 
cornea  could  not  be  produced  in  the  eyes  of  some  animals,  for  the  sclero- 
tica is  sometimes  so  firm,  that  no  pressure  of  the  external  muscles  could 
alter  the  form  of  the  cornea.  In  the  sturgeon  the  sclerotica  consists  of 
firm  cartilage;  and  firmness  is  given  to  the  sclerotica  of  the  sword-fish  by 
a  covering  of  bone. 

It  is  generally  asserted  that  the  bony  ring  at  the  anterior  portion  of  the 
sclerotica  in  birds,  can  be  so  compressed  by  the  external  muscles  that 
the  cornea  may  be  made  more  convex,  and  that  they  are  thus  endowed 
with  their  extraordinary  powers  of  near  and  distant  vision.  We  would 
accordingly  expect  that  where  the  ring  is  largest  and  strongest  the  mus- 
cles would  be  strong  in  proportion.  The  bony  ring  in  the  owl  is,  com- 
pared with  the  size  of  the  organ,  perhaps  larger  than  in  any  other  bird  ; 
yet  there  is  not  a  single  muscle  by  which  it  can  be  moved.  It  cannot 
be  drawn  against  the  posterior  part  of 
the  eye  to  occasion  convexity  of  the 
cornea  when  there  is  nothing  to  draw 
it.  Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  in 
what  manner  muscles  for  moving  the 
eye  could  be  adapted  to  an  organ  of 
such  extraordinary  power.  They  would 
require  to  be  of  very  unusual  size  to  ope- 
rate with  such  a  disadvantageous  lever. 
The  most  probable  use  of  the  bony  ring 
is  to  give  firm  attachment  to  the  ciliary  body. 

4.  Change  of  position  of  the  crystalline. — This  theory  was  advanced 
by  Ke|)ler,  and  was  supported  by  Poterfield  and  afterwards  by  Knox,  yet 
none  of  them  have  fully  detailed  the  method  by  which  ii  is  accomplished. 

Varieties  of  lenses. — The  form  of  the  crystalline  in   animated  beings 
is  either — a,  a  plano-con- 
vex ;  />,  a  double  convex  ; 
c,  an  oblate  spheroid  ;  d, 
a  sphere  ;  or  e,  a  prolate 

spheroid.   When  the  crys-    a  b  c  d  e 

talline  is  a  perfect  sphere,  there  is  no  aqueous  humor ;  there  is  no  canal 
of  Petit ;  there  are  no  ciliary  processes  ;  nor  is  there  anything  like  a 
ciliary  body.  The  sphere  is  suspended,  and  kept  in  position  by  the 
membranes  of  the  vitreous  iiumor,  some  of  which  pnss  through  the  retina, 
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at  the  line  which  in  these  animals  divides  tiie  lower  portion  of  the  tunic, 
and  they  are  firmly  fixed  to  the  choroid. 

Adjustment  of  spherical  lenses. — Beneath  the  spherical  crystalline 
there  is  a  muscle,  which  though  it  varies  in  shape  and  size,  is  very  con- 
spicuous in  the  hali- 
but, the  dolphin,   and     /^ 


the  striped  bass.  ]n  the  i  I 
halibut,  lying  diagon- 
ally across  the  eye,  it 
is  hatchet-shaped(figs. 
8,  9,  a),  arising  from  \\^ 
the  lower  portion  of «? 
the  capsule  to  be 
attached  slightly  to 
the  uvea,  but  firmly 
to  the  anterior  and 
lateral  portion  of  the 
membranes  of  the  vi- 
treous humor.  In  the 
dolphin  (where  it  is 
best  seen)  and  in  the 
striped  bass  (figs.  10, 
11,  12,  13)  it  is  tri- 
angular, and  passes 
through  a  loop  at  the 
back  of  the  iris,  to  be 
attached  to  some  of 
the  membranes  of  the 
vitreous  humor.  Tliis 
muscle  is  supplied  by 
a  large  branch  of  the 
third  pair  of  nerves,  which  in  fishes  is  acknowledged  to  be  analogous  to 
the  fifth  pair  of  the  mammalia.  When  the  muscle  contracts,  the  crys- 
talline approaches  the  cornea  and  is  adjusted  to 
near  oljjects  ;  while  it  is  drawn  back,  or  adjusted 
to  distant  ol)jects,  by  the  elasticity  of  the  mem- 
branes of  the  vitreous  humor,  the  firmest  of  which 
pass  through  the  slit  in  the  retina  before  mentioned 
(fig.  14,  a).  The  rotation  effected  by  drawing 
forward  such  a  crystalline  from  only  one  point  of 
attachment  will  not  produce  an  irregular  image,  as 
the  diameters  of  a  sphere  are  always  the  same 
(fig.  15). 

Arljustmeni  of  double  convex  lenses. — As  the  diameters  of  lenses  of 
any  other  shape  than  spheres  would  be  altered  by  drawing  them  forward 
from  only  one  point  of  attachment  (e.  g.,  figs.  16,  17),  there  must,  when 
the  crystalline  is  not  a  perfect  sphere,  be  some  other  arrangement  for  ad- 
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justdientj  by  diawinw  it  forward  frotn  more  points  than  one  (e.  g.,fig5.  18, 


19,  20).     This  arranirement  is   found  in  the  ciliary  body  which  does  not 
exist  in  animals  with  spherical  lenses. 

[To  be  continued.] 


VARICOSi:    VEFNS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston   Jledical   and  Surgical  .lournal.] 

The  variety  of  modes  of  treatment  and  tiie  numerous  operations  which 
have  been  devised  for  the  cure  of  this  troublesome  complaint,  show  the 
difncultv  of  the  subject,  and  the  unsettled  plans  as  to  which  is  the  most 
safe,  judicious  and  effectual  method  of  procedure.  Some  surgeons  con- 
demn any  suri^ical  operation  as  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  while  others 
confidently  assert  that  the  operation  does  no  good  ;  while  among  those 
who  believe  an  operation  of  some  kind  feasible  and  useful,  the  diversity 
of  opinion  is  such  that  out  of  six  or  eight  different  plans,  each  individual 
thinks  his  the  most  safe,  simple  and  effectual. 

That  operations  on  veins  are  not  in  some  constitutions  attended  with 
dangerous  phlebitis  and  severe  constitutional  disturbance,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  deny  ;  but  that  it  is  necessarily  so  in  subjects  judiciously  selected,  or  in 
a  majority  of  cases  which  present  themselves  to  the  surgeon,  I  have  yet 
to  learn.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  discuss  the  variety  of  methods  of 
operating,  or  of  their  relative  merits,  but  to  relate  what  I  conceive  to  be 
the  most  sale  and  simple.  For*  the  suogestion  I  am  indebted  to  Ricord  ; 
although  mine  differs  in  some  respects  from  his  operation,  yet  the  princi- 
ple is  essentially  the  san)e.  It  is  by  the  subcutaneous  ligature.  A  curv- 
ed lancet-pointed  needle,  armed  with  a  strong  ligature,  is  passed  beneath 
the  vein  after  pinchinsi  it  up  with  the  thumb  and  fore  finger ;  the  vein  is 
now  let  TO,  but  the  fold    of  skin   retained,  and    the    point  of  the   needle 
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passed  into  the  orifice  of  the  puncture  and  brought  out  where  the  needle 
entered,  above  the  vein,  and  firmly  tied. 

By  this  operation  the  vein  alone  is  included  in  the  ligature,  without 
much  pain  to  the  patient,  and  the  subsequent  inflammation  in  those  cases 
where  I  have  tried  it  has  been  trifling.  As  many  branches  may  be  sur- 
rounded in  this  manner  as  the  case  requires,  or  as  the  surgeon  deems  ad- 
visable, repeating  it  subsequently  if  the  cure  is  not  complete.  The  liga- 
tmes  will  generally  cut  tinough  the  vein  in  from  ten  to  twenty  dnys,  or 
may  be  removed  sooner.  Some  considerable  inflammation  follows  ;  but 
in  all  the  cases  I  have  seen,  it  was  limited  to  a  small  space  about  the 
seat  of  the  ligature,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  small  circumscribed  ab- 
scesses formed,  which,  however,  soon  healed. 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  I  have  tried  this  method  is  eight  ;  two 
for  circocele,  and  six  for  varlx  of  the  lower  extremities.  The  cases  of 
circocele  were  of  long  standing,  and  the  number  of  ligatures  used  was 
two  in  each  case.  Considerable  pain  and  much  swelling  of  the  scrotum 
followed,  but  this  was  reduced  by  appropriate  treatment,  and  a  perfect 
cure  followed.  Tiie  cases  of  varix  of  the  extremities  were  such  that  the 
patients  were  obliged  to  wear  a  bandage  constantly  to  keep  about.  Two 
had  extensive  ulceration  of  the  limb.  In  all,  a  perfect  cure  was  the  re- 
sult, which  has  continued  to  be  permanent,  as  the  last  case  was  operated 
on  a  year  ago,  and  some  of  them  three  years. 

1  have  tried  the  excision  of  the  veins  in  circocele,  according  to  the 
recommendation  of  Warren,  and  Davat's  operation  with  the  needle  and 
ligature,  and  I  much  prefer  the  subcutaneous  ligature.  The  first  case 
where  1  treated  the  vein  on  Davat's  plan,  was  a  young  lady  who  had 
been  troubled  with  varix  of  one  of  the  lower  extremities  for  seven  years. 
The  lim!)  was  extremely  painful,  and  she  could  not  walk  without  its  be- 
ing firmly  bandaged.  A  needle  was  passed  beneath  the  main  trunk  of 
the  saphena,  and  the  ligature  applied  according  to  Davat's  method  ;  four 
of  the  branches  were  also  treated  in  the  same  way  in  the  calf  of  the  ie^. 
On  the  fourth  day  the  pain  and  inflammation  were  such  as  to  give  rne 
much  anxiety,  though  there  was  litlle  general  disturbance  of  the  svstem  ; 
but  on  the  sixth,  a  severe  chill,  followed  by  high  fever,  and  excruciating 
pain  exiending  up  the  thi^h  to  the  trunk,  still  further  increased  my  appre- 
hensions for  her  safety.  1  blerl  her,  gave  a  cathartic,  and  removed  the 
needles  and  ligatures,  but  the  inflammation  lasted  several  days,  abscesses 
formed  along  the  track  of  the  vein,  which  were  a  long  time  in  liealin". 
The  result,  however,  was  a  perfect  cure  of  the  varices,  which  has  remain- 
ed perinnnent.  The  recollection  of  this  case  has  deterred  me  from  re- 
peating (he  operation  since.  A.  B.  Shipman,  M.D. 

CortUmdvilk,  N.  Y.,  April  26,  1844. 


TRICHINA    SPIRALIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir. — In  making  an    auiopsy  of  a   laboring  woman  who  died   of 
latent  acute  peritonitis,  supervening  upon  the  evident  symptoms  of  pneu- 
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monia  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the  rigiit  lun<i,  1  found  more  specimens 
of  these  curious  animalcula.  Dr.  JetFries  Wyrnan  and  I  examined  dif- 
ferent specimens  quite  minutely.  The  body  called  the  ovarium  by  Dr. 
Farr  was  distinctly  seen  in  one,  and  some  faint  traces  of  an  internal  canal 
were  visible  in  another.  They  were  found  in  all  the  voluntary  muscles 
that  were  examined.  But  the  most  curious  fact,  and  what  seems  appa- 
rently connected  with  them,  was  an  intolerable  itching  to  which  the  pa- 
tient had  been  liable  for  more  than  two  years  before  death,  whenever 
she  had  labored  harder  than  usual.  This  itching  was  universal,  and  was 
worst  after  retiring  to  bed,  but  it  was  wholly  relieved  by  a  night's  rest. 
There  was  no  apparent  disease  of  the  skin  lo  account  for  this.  As  I  am 
not  aware  that  any  symptom  apparently  connected  with  them  has  ever 
been  noticed,  the  above  fact  seems  curious.  It  would  seem,  a  priori,  that 
the  violent  muscular  exertions  necessary  in  washing  would  incommode 
these  animalcula,  lying  as  they  do  in  the  midst  of  the  minutest  muscular 
fibres.  Yours  truly,  H.   I.  Bowditch. 

Boston,  May,  1844. 


AN  EXPERIMENTAL   FAST. 

The  Gazette  Medicah  of  Feb.  24,  1844,  contains  a  curious  paper  by  a 
country  physician,  entitled  un  careme  (a  Lent.)  He  observes,  that  in 
Paris  Lent  passes  away  un  perceived  ;  while  in  the  country  the  practi- 
tioner is  often  consulted  by  persons  who  want  to  know  whether  and  in 
what  degree  they  may  fast,  without  injury  to  their  health. 

The  writer,  who  appears  to  have  fasted  from  religious  motives,  but 
also  as  a  physiological  experiment,  kept  the  Lent  of  1839  in  the  follow- 
ing tDanner.  He  arose  on  the  average  at  6  o'clock,  and  ate  nothing  till 
12.  At  noon  he  dined,  his  meal  consisting  of  eggs,  fish,  vegetables,  and 
dessert,  except  during  the  last  three  days  of  Passion-week,  when  eggs 
are  not  eaten.  At  8  or  9  in  the  evening  he  supped  on  cheese,  sweet- 
meats, and  stewed  or  dried  fruit.  He  did  not  take  milk  at  this  repast, 
as  it  is  only  allowed  in  some  dioceses.  Nor  did  he  eat  plovers,  coots, 
sea-duck's,  or  any  other  aquatic  birds,  though  permitted  by  the  church. 
As  to  quantity,  he  always  satisfied  his  appetite,  the  fatigues  of  his  pro- 
fession not  allowing  him  to  do  otherwise.  On  Sundays  he  did  not  fast, 
as  it  is  not  required.  Moreover,  he  once  broke  the  fast,  ten  days  before 
Easter.  He  had  passed  the  night  at  a  labor,  from  which  he  had  to  re- 
turn on  foot,  and  had  tiie  pros|)ect  of  a  hard  morning's  work  before  him. 
A  saint,  he  says,  could  not  have  done  otherwise.  Every  ten  days  he 
was  weighed,  and  tried  his  strength  by  means  of  a  steelyard ;  he  also 
made  daily  notes  of  what  concerned  his  appetite,  his  digestion,  the  alvine 
and  urinary  evacuations,  the  genital  functions,  sleep,  and  his  general 
state  of  comfort  or  discomfort,  both  physical  and  moral. 

He  did  the  same  thing  for  a  month  before  the  commencement  of  Lent, 
and   a   month  after  its  termination.     His  weight  varied  but  little,  being 
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never  less  than  60  kiIogramint?s,  or  more  than  60f .  On  Easter  Sunday 
he  weighed  60i,  beinsi  exactly  as  tiujch  as  on  Shrove  Tuesday. 

A  kilof^ramme  ==  2  lb.  3  oz.  4  dr.  2.45  gr.  Avoirdupois;  so  that  60 
kilogrammes  =  132  lb.  6  oz. 

Tlie  variations  in  his  strength,  as  measured  by  the  machine,  were 
greater,  but  did  not  lead  to  any  satisfactory  conclusion. 

His  appetite  was  not  much  influenced  by  Lent.  Ii  failed  him  now 
and  then,  but  not  so  frequently  as  in  the  previous  or  in  the  subsequent 
month. 

His  digestion,  in  like  manner,  was  about  the  same,  the  unfrequent  and 
slight  inconveniences  which  he  noted  occurring  indifferently  during  Lent 
or  the  subsequent  month  ;  but  more  frequently  during  the  previous  month, 
on  account  of  his  dining  out ;  for  frequent  dinings-out  he  foimd  more 
difficult  to  bear  than  keeping  Lent.  ''  You  will  fancy,"  he  says,  "  that 
I  was  constantly  dining  out,  and  be  scandalized  at  it.  As  a  compensa- 
tion, think  of  my  Lent.  Besides,  the  reputation  of  us  doctors  is  already 
fixed,  and  I  have  nothing  to  lose." 

It  is  said  that  lenten  diet  is  heating,  i.  e.  constipating,  and  much  more 
so  when  combined  with  total  abstinence.  This  the  author  found  to  be 
true.  From  Jan.  13th  to  Feb.  13th,  being  the  month  which  preceded 
Lent,  only  three  days  passed  without  a  stool  ;  and  only  two  in  the  month 
which  followed  Easter  Sunday  ;  while  there  were  nine  during  the  forty- 
six  days  of  Lent.  This  was  not  alarming,  and  he  did  not  suffer  from  it  ; 
but  he  is  aware  that  in  many  persons  the  constipation  thus  produced  is 
much  more  obstinate,  and  consequently  much  more  inconvenient.  In 
his  case,  the  influence  of  diet  was  modified  by  exercise  in  the  open  air, 
the  necessary  attendant  upon  his  profession. 

The  contrary  state,  or  diarrhoea,  occurred  twice,  each  time  for  a  day, 
in  the  month  which  preceded  Lent ;  once  during  the  month  after  Easter  ; 
and  never  during  Lent.  On  one  day  he  had  two  stools,  which  is  un- 
usual with  him  ;  and  occasionally  sli^ht  colic  from  the  use  of  prunes. 

His  sleep  is  generally  good,  but  was  less  so  during  Lent.  It  was  dis- 
turbed or  broken  nine  times  during  the  month  preceding  Lent,  nine  limes 
during  the  month  after  Easter,  and  nineteen  times  in  Lent  ;  and  as  he 
had  less  to  disturb  him  in  Lent  than  the  preceding  month,  he  very  reason- 
ably supposes  that  the  diet  had  some  influence. 

"  Sleep  is  subject,  as  every  one  knows,  to  strange  aberrations,  particu- 
larly if  a  man  lives  continently  ;  and  I  did  so.  It  was  by  this  that  I 
sought  to  measure  the  aphrodisiac  power  attributed  to  fish.  For  occur- 
rences of  this  kind  my  notes  give  me  the  number  5  during  the  thirty  days 
which  preceded  Lent,  5  during  the  thirty  which  followed  it,  and  6  dur- 
ing the  forty-six  days  of  Lent  itself.  Hence  1  found  myself  in  Lent 
rather  below  what  I  consider  my  normal  state  in  this  respect,  though  I 
ate  a  great  deal  both  of  sea  and  river  fish.  So  that  to  judge  by  my  per- 
sonal experience,  the  prolific  power  attributed  to  ichthyophagous  nations 
by  Herodotus  and  other  historians,  and  also  by  physicians,  would  seem 
very  problematical." 

The  conclusion  which  he  drew   from   the  sum  of  his  sensations  was. 
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that  lenten  diet,  even  of  the  best  kind,  is  a  poor  thing  for  a  man  accus- 
tomed to  eat  meat.  Fasting,  i.  c,  total  abstinence,  is  still  more  weaken- 
ing. The  latter  part  of  his  mornings  (particularly  after  10  o'clock,  his 
regular  breakfast  hour)  passed  away  in  great  discomfort,  in  a  sort  of  tor- 
por, dulness  and  sleepiness,  which  he  found  it  difficult  to  stiuggle  with, 
in  spite  of  the  presence  of  patients.  At  that  lime,  too,  and,  in  a  less  de- 
gree, during  the  whole  day,  he  felt  himself  more  sensitive  to  cold  than 
usual.  Pulling  aside  total  abstinence,  which  he  seems  to  have  ob?erved 
only  ihat  year,  and  passing  over  some  very  few  infractions,  he  kept  Lent, 
he  says,  for  seven  years  running. 

As  he  supposes  that  his  cher  confrere  at  Paris  has  not  many  patients 
who  consult  him  about  keeping  Lent,  he  sends  him  this  narrative  as  an 
experiment  on  a  particular  kind  of  diet.  He  thinks  that  the  ancients 
knew  more  on  this  point  than  we  do,  and  that  the  majority  of  practition- 
ers are  reduced  to  the  mere  nolions  of  cooks,  about  eel  being  heavy,  and 
haricot  beans  flatulent.  Others  have  got  beyond  this,  and  will  tell  you 
confidently  of  some  very  few  aliments  which  have  been  analyzed,  that  they 
are  nourishing,  or  not  nourishing,  seeing  that  they  contain  such  or  such  a 
proportion  of  azote.  Yet,  in  spite  of  these  analyses,  the  peasant  and  la- 
borer, though  fed  upon  something  declared  not  to  be  substantial,  can 
easily  carry  weights,  which  the  citizen  gorged  with  azote  could  not  lift. 
"  Doctors,  give  up  your  whims,  or  let  the  workers  in  science  divide  their 
toil ;  and  while  some  penetrate  into  the  very  bowels  of  nature,  let  others 
take  up  a  mode  of  observation  more  extensive,  though  less  deep,  and 
just  inform  us  of  the  action  of  substances  on  the  organs  of  man." — Lond, 
Medical  Gazette. 


BELLADONNA    IN   DYSMENORRHGEA    AND   NEURALGIA. 

Dr.  Golding  Bird,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  London  Medical  Society, 
said  he  would  make  some  practical  observations  on  a  subject  which  had 
been  mentioned  some  time  since,  the  treatment  of  dysmenorrhcea,  and  for 
which  the  president  had  recommended  veratria  frictions  over  the  loins. 
It  is  a  very  frequent  complaint  among  unmarried  women,  so  much  so  that 
Dr.  Bird  believed  that  every  third  case  among  them  in  practice  was  one 
of  this  malady.  He  was  of  opinion  that  an  irritable  uterus  was  connect- 
ed with  the  various  pains  and  aches  which  young  people  sufTer  from. 
The  plan  of  treatment  which  he  svas  about  to  recommend,  was  certainly 
empirical,  but  it  was  also  very  successful  ;  he  had  received  it  from  his 
brother,  when  he  was  attending  the  practice  of  Dr.  Roe  in  the  Westmin- 
ster hospital.  In  treating  these  cases,  he  drew  two  distinctions  founded 
on  ihe  seat  of  pain.  In  the  first,  there  is  experienced  more  agonizing 
pain  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  just  over  the  situation  of  the 
uterus  :  in  the  second  class,  the  pain  is  felt  across  the  loins,  and  there  is 
a  decided  variety,  where  the  pain  is  a  compound  of  both.  The  first  of 
these  is  the  most  intense,  and  the  most  frequently  met  with.  He  (Dr. 
Bird)  has  seen  a  lady   roll  off  the  sofa  on  to  the  ground  in  her  agony  of 
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suffering.  In  cases  where  the  pain  is  seated  over  the  region  of  the 
uterus,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  he  has  given  the  belladonna 
internally,  taking  care  that  the  extract  is  properly  pre[)ared,  and  has  in- 
variably found  it  successful  ;  great  relief  is  experienced  at  the  next  men- 
strual period  ;  greater  still  at  the  succeeding  one,  and  a  cure  is  finally  ac- 
complished. The  mode  of  exhibition  must  be  modified  according  lo  the 
temperament  of  the  patient.  In  young  women,  of  a  pale  leucophleg- 
malic  habit,  with  a  pallid  or  chloroiic  Aice,  it  should  be  combined  with 
the  sulphate  of  zinc,  in  the  proportion  of  five  grains  of  extract  of  bella- 
donna to  twenty  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  made  into  twenty  pills, 
one  to  be  given  every  two  or  three  hours,  immediately  on  tlie  accession 
of  the  pain  at  a  menstrual  period,  until  the  pain  ceases.  For  girls  of  a 
plethoric  habit,  with  a  red  face,  the  extract  should  be  combined  with 
ipecacuanha,  in  the  proportions  of  five  grains  of  extract  to  ten  grains  of 
ipecacuanha,  made  into  twenty  pills,  administered  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  preceding.  The  previous  treatment  should  consist  in  clearinij  out 
the  bowels,  improving  the  general  health,  and  removing  cachexia,  and  an 
aperient  of  castor  oil  or  olive  oil  should  be  given  before  the  occurrence 
of  the  menstrual  period.  This  treatment  is  to  be  repeated  at  each  men- 
strual period,  and  will  always  effect  a  cure  if  there  be  not  any  organic 
disease,  and  the  dysmenorrhoea  be  unattended  with  the  discharge  of 
shreds  of  false  membrane.  By  removing  the  irritable  condition  of  tiie 
uterus,  and  curing  the  dysmenorrhoea,  the  pseudo-pleurisies  and  pseudo- 
peritonitis,  for  which  bleedings  were  formerly,  unfortunately,  so  largely 
practised,  will  soon  get  well.  The  cases  in  which  the  pain  is  sented, 
chiefly  in  the  loins,  do  not  yield  to  the  employment  of  belladonna.  This 
Dr.  Bird  considered  was  owing  to  congestion  of  the  uterus.  Fortunately 
the  cases  that  are  remediable  are  the  tnost  frequent. 

Mr.  Pilcher  mentioned  that  he  had  tried   belladonna  in  certain  cases  of 
neuralgia  of  the  face,  but  not  with  the  satisfactory  result  he  had  been  led 
to  expect.     This  he  thought  might  have   been  owing  to  the  bad  prepara- 
tion of  the  drug.      He  had  since   turned   his  attention  to  the  exhibition  of 
quinine,  with  which  lie  had  successfully  treated  two  cases  of  neuralgia  of 
the  face  and  breast.     Some  years  ago  he  gave  a  nephew  of  his,  a  boy  six 
years  of  age,  then  laboring  under  a  severe  attack  of  pertussis,  a  combina- 
tion of  the  extract  of  belladonna,  with  ipecacuanha,  in   the  proportion   of 
a  grain  of  the  extract  to  half  a  grain  of  ipecacuanha,  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  with  marked  benefit,  the  paroxysms  being  materially  shortened,  and 
great  relief  afforded.     No  narcotism  was  produced.     In  another  case,  that 
of  a   delicate   little  girl,  it  also  afforded  relief,  but  it  produced  dangerous 
symptoms  of  narcotism,  and   it   was   consequently  given   up.     He  had 
directed  it  in  several  cases  of  tic  douloureux,  but  it  had  not  produced  the 
effect  he  had  anticipated.     In  the  case  of  a  barber's  clerk,  whose  health 
was  much  broken  by   neuralgia,  caused  by    a  decayed   tooth,  which   had 
long   since    been    extracted,  he   had    prescribed   a    combination    of  three 
grains  of  quinine  and  a  quarter  of  a    grain   of  morphia  every  four  hours, 
with  very  great  rt^lief.     He  had  seen  the  man  only  twice,  and  he  had  not 
had  any  pain  for  forty-eight  hours.     In  the  case  of  a  woman,  also  suffer- 
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ing  from  a  similar  affection,  the  same  combination  and  smaller  doses  had 
afforded  great  relief.  In  neuralgia  of  the  breast,  where  quinine  fails,  he 
had  found  benefit  from  Batty's  liquor  cinchonfe. 

Dr.  Waller  observed  that  Dr.  Bird's  recommendation  of  belladonna  in 
these  cases  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  him.  He  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  prescribing  it  in  such  cases  by  itself  with  advantage,  but  could 
not  effect  a  permanent  cure.  He  had  also  employed  the  extract  exter- 
nally, spread  on  leather,  with  a  rim  or  margin  of  adhesive  plaster  to  make 
it  adhere.  In  painful  dyspepsia,  gastrodynla,  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
prescribing  it  with  benefit.  In  one  very  obstinate  case  he  had  combined 
it  with  large  doses  of  Scheele's  prussic  acid.  He  had  also  ordered  it  in 
cases  of  anomalous  pains,  of  which  he  could  not  well  tell  the  origin,  and 
in  one  case  in  particular  he  had  made  a  lucky  hit,  for  he  could  not  call  it 
anything  else.  An  old  lady,  who  had  a  curious  pain  at  the  back  of  the 
shoulder,  from  which  she  had  been  suffering  for  several  months,  was  re- 
lieved by  it  in  forty-eight  hours.  He  thought  the  distinction  drawn  by 
Dr.  Bird  with  respect  to  the  seat  of  pain  in  dysmenorrhoea,  a  very  im- 
portant one;  in  cases  where  tlie  pain  is  felt  principally  in  the  loins,  he 
had  found  more  benefit  from  the  application  of  leeches  inside  the  vulva 
than  from  anything  else. — London  Medical  Times. 
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Ethnological  hiquiries. — In  London  there  is  an  organized  society, 
which^  lakes  cognizance  of  all  discoveries  in  ethnography.  From  the 
minutes  of  their  doings,  however,  the  members  seem  not  to  have  accom- 
plished a  single  important  labor.  Travelling  gentlemen  forward  descrip- 
tions of  families  of  men  they  may  have  visited  in  remote  parts  of  the 
globe,  and  the  Secretary,  doubtless,  records  very  correctly  the  regular 
transactions  of  the  learned  body. 

All  that  strictly  belongs  to  ethnography  in  the  United  States,  is  con- 
ducted by  a  single  individual,  vvho  alone  has  accomplished  more,  we 
are  inclined  to  think,  to  excite  surprise,  and  to  urge  on  to  future  exer- 
tions in  this  interesting  study,  than  the  combined  labors  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  London  Society  together.  Dr.  Morton,  of  Philadelphia,  is 
the  man.  He  has  finally  brought  to  a  conclusion  a  series  of  researches 
on  the  ancient  Egyptians — the  builders  of  the  pyramids — which  is  des- 
tined to  produce  a  sensation  in  high  literary  and  scientific  circles. 

It  is  hardly  an  appropriate  place,  in  a  medical  journal,  to  discuss  the 
merits  or  intrinsic  value  of  a  treatise  purely  devoted  to  ethnography. 
Still,  it  is  a  proud  circumstance,  that  one  of  the  profession,  extensively 
engaged  in  the  active  rounds  of  medical  practice,  has  so  improved  the  lit- 
tle leisure  that  occurs,  as  to  produce  a  great  work  on  an  important  sub- 
ject, which  is  calculated  to  impart  essential  light,  if  it  does  not  solve  a 
grand  problem  in  regard  to  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  Valley  of  the 
Nile.      Who  were  the  constructers  of  the  colossal  monuments  of  ancient 
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Egypt,  that  have  defied  the  elements,  the  physical  revolutions  of  the 
earth,  and  the  ruthless  hand  of  successive  nations  of  barbarous  men,  for 
upwards  of  three  thousand  years?  Dr.  Morion  has  answered  the  ques- 
tion. He  has  examined  the  skulls  of  the  people  themselves,  and  shown 
by  those  unerring  rules  which  science  long  since  revealed,  that  they  were 
Caucasians.  They  were  not  a  race  of  Negroes,  as  was  once  supposed. 
Dr.  Morton  has  proved,  by  incontrovertible  evidence,  that  his  deductions 
are  legitimate,  and  that  no  future  ethnographical  inquirers  in  the  same  de- 
partment of  science  can  undermine  the  positions  he  has  assumed,  or  the 
truths  he  has  been  the  first,  perhaps,  extensively  to  develope. 


The  Blood  in  Diseases. — Drs.  J.  F.  Meigs  and  Alfred  Siille  have  trans- 
lated "  All  Essay  on  the  Blood  in  Diseases,  by  G.  Andral,''''  which  has  re- 
cently been  published   at  Philadelphia,  by  Messrs.   Lea  and  Blanchard. 

Pathological  haemalology  is  that  branch  of  the  natural  sciences,  says  the 
author,  the  subject  of  which  is  the  blood.  About  a  century  ago,  he  ob- 
serves, one  Thomas  Schwenke,  a  name  now  hardly  known  even  to  men  of 
extensive  research,  wrote,  under  the  title  of  h(Bmatology,  a  treatise  on  the 
blood,  considered  in  the  condition  of  health  and  sickness  ;  but  till  M. 
Andral  completed  the  work  under  consideration,  no  one  has  written  so 
minutely  or  learnedly  on  this  curious  topic.  The  book  of  which  we  are 
speaking  is  a  thin  octavo,  of  genteel  exterior,  having  but  129  pages.  It 
may,  therefore,  be  quickly  read — an  object  of  some  importance  in  this 
bustling  age.  There  are  two  chapters.  The  first  regards  the  best  method 
of  pursuing  the  study  of  pathological  hasmatology.  The  second  is  de- 
voted to  the  blood  in  diseases  :  in  plethora  ;  in  anaemia  ;  in  pyrexia  ;  in 
phlegmasiae  ;  in  hemorrhages ;  in  dropsies;  inorganic  diseases;  and  in 
neuroses.     For  sale  by  Ticknor  &  Co. 


Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine. — Part  II.  of  this  valuable  work,  re- 
vised by  Dr.  Dunglison,  is  now  ready  for  distribution,  embracing  articles 
of  great  value  to  medical  practitioners.  The  dissertations  and  papers 
under  the  letter  A  are  concluded  in  this  No.,  and  also  one  essay  under  B. 
As  this  publication  deserves  a  good  circulation,  those  who  have  not  par- 
ticularly informed  themselves  of  its  character  and  practical  value,  should 
examine  specimen  Nos.  for  themselves. 


A  Medical  Almanac. — Some  months  since,  preparation  was  made  in  New 
York,  by  Dr.  C.  A.  Lee,  for  bringing  out  a  medical  almanac,  something  like 
the  one  formerly  conducted  by  ourselves,  it  is  presumed.  It  is  possible  that 
the  multiplicity  of  literary  labors  with  which  Dr.  Lee  is  identified,  may 
have  interfered  with  his  intentions  in  regard  to  it.  However,  when 
it  appears,  we  shall  be  sure  that  it  is  well  prepared,  since  he  does  nothing 
at  the  halves. 

We  have  had  considerable  experience  in  the  drudgery  of  compiling 
such  an  almanac,  having  gone  through  with  it  several  years  in  succession. 
The  sales  of  the  work  were  always  active,  and  copies  were  sought  even 
by  gentlemen  in  Europe.  But  owing,  in  a  measure,  to  the  misfortunes  of 
publishing  houses  from  about  1S37  to  1842,  when  the  pecuniary  affairs  of 
the  country  were  exceedingly  embarrassed,  we  did  not  realize  a  sufficient 
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compensation  for  our  eflbrts  in  compiling  the  materials,  to  warrant  a  con- 
tinuiilion  of  the  series  annually,  as  at  first  contemplated.  Happily,  the 
country  is  now  in  prosperity,  and  no  class  of  merchants  appear  to  spread 
their  sails  to  the  popular  breeze  with  more  confidence  than  the  publishers 
of  books.  Under  this  favorable  aspect  of  affairs,  then,  we  not  only  anti- 
cipate the  speedy  and  successful  advent  of  the  new  medical  almanac,  but 
a  multitude  of  other  publications,  in  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  calculated 
to  diffuse  knowled<re  and  increase  the  amount  of  human  happiness. 


Treatise  on  Operative  Surgery.— X  very  elegant  and  excellent  quarto 
volume,  on  surgery,  containing  lour  hundred  and  eighty-six  lithographic 
illustrations,  bf  Joseph  Pancoasl,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  press 
of  Carey  (fe  Hart,  was  received  too  laie  for  an  extended  notice  this  week. 
We  know  the  eminent  qualifications  of  the  industrious  author,  and  there- 
fore anticipate  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction  in  the  examination  of  a  work 
which  will  perpetuate  his  name  to  future  ages. 

Dr.  Ferkinis  LecCHre.— When  the  spring  term  of  lectures  opened  at 
the  Castleton  iMedical  College,  the  last  of  February,  the  President  of  the 
insiiiution,  Dr.  Perkins,  delivered  an  introductory  discourse,  which  has 
since  been'  published  by  the  students.  It  is  distinguished  for  good,  plain 
common  sense.  After  explaining  the  use  and  objects  of  anatomy,  physi- 
ology, chemistry,  general  pathology,  the  practice  of  medicine,  materia 
medica,  obstetri'cs,  medical  jurisprudence,  &c.,  he  judiciously  announces 
to  the  students  what  they  have  to  do — what  is  expected  of  them.  With 
equal  plainness.  Dr.  Perkins  speaks  of  the  faculty,  their  relationship  to 
each  other,  and  their  duties. 


Restored  Vision. — A  remarkable  case  of  perfect  restoration  of  vision, 
after  a  total  blindness  of  many  months,  has  been  brought  to  our  notice 
within  a  few  days,  which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  skill  of  Dr. 
Davenport,  of  this  city.  The  patient  had  been  dreadfully  injured  by  an 
explosion  of  powder,  which  wholly  desiroyed  one  eye,  and  so  deranged 
the  other  that  no  encouragement  had  been  given,  before  he  fell  under  the 
cognizance  of  this  gentleman,  that  light  would  again  shine  in  upon  the 
retina.  Owing  to  extensive  inflammation,  the  pupil  was  obliterated  ;  and 
no  one  less  ardent  or  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  profession,  would  have 
indulo-ed  a  hope  of  opening  a  new  window  through  the  thickened,  semi- 
transparent  tunics  of  such^an  eye.  A  new  pupil  was  formed — and,  lo  !  a 
cataract  was  found.  Dr.  D.  couched  the  unfortunate  man— and,  to  their 
mutual  delight,  vision  was  restored.  A  beautiful  colored  drawing  has 
been  executed,  illustrative  of  the  external  appearances  before  the  operation, 
which  should  be  published  for  a  guide  in  similar  cases.  We  are  expect- 
ing the  details  at  a  convenient  time. 

Tooth  Extractor.  — Hu  Edward  Maynr.rd,  of  Washington,  the  Junior 
Editor  of  the  American  Journal  and  Library  of  Dental  Science,  in  his 
lively  and  instructive  "Gossip"  in  each  number  of  that  invaluable  peri- 
odical, has  many  useful    hints  and  suggestions  respecting  the  practice  of 
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dentistry,  some   of  which    have    formerly   been   copied    into  this  Journal. 
The  following  is  from  the  March  No. 

"  Much  diversity  of  opinion  exists  respecting  what  is  the  proper  shape 
and  curve  for  the  hook  or  claw  of  the  key  instrument  for  extracting  teeth. 
Some  advocate  the  claims  of  a  section  of  a  circle,  some  prefer  a  section  of  an 
ellipsis,  &c.  We  have  one  (the  only  one  we  ever  saw),  copied  after  the 
eagle's  claw,  which,  with  a  little  greater  curvature,  we  made  it  to  resemble 
as  nearly  as  we  could  and  adapt  it  to  its  shaft.  To  prevent  its  slipping 
sideways,  we  filed  the  point  so  as  to  make  it  an  edge  one-sixteenth  of  an 
inch  wide,  and  then  divided  this  edge  into  two  points,  the  dividing  notch 
being  about  one-twentieth  of  an  inch  deep.  We  like  this  hook  greatly  : 
— because,  1st,  it  may  be  applied  to  a  tooth  at  any  point  of  its  side,  so  as 
to  rotate  the  tooth  (an  effect  sometimes  desirable)  at  the  same  li'.ne  that 
it  is  rising  from  its  socket,  and  turning  toward  the  shaft  of  the  instrument. 
2dly-  It  may  be  applied  without  much  displacement  of  the  gum,  thereby 
lessening  the  amount  of  suffering  from  the  operation.  3dly.  It  has  just 
enough  metal,  and  in  just  the  right  place,  to  be  strong  enough  without 
being  clumsy.  Supposing  our  hook  to  be  an  arc,  its  chord,  measuring 
from  the  points  to  the  centre  of  the  hole,  is  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
in  length,  and  its  versed  sine,  measuring  to  the  inside  of  the  hook,  about 
half  an  inch." 


Wilhughby  Medical  School.— Uemy  H.  Childs,  M.D.,  late  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  medical  department  of  Willoughby  Univer- 
sity, Ohio,  and  accepted  the  chair.  Dr.  Childs  is  a  veteran  in  medicine, 
and  extensively  known  for  his  medical  acquirements  as  well  as  excellent 
social  qualities. 

Medical  Miscellany. — Scarlatina  is  represented  to  be  raging  fatally  in 
some  parts  of  South  Carolina. — The  smallpox  is  raging  at  Porto  Cabello. 
— The  Boston  Medical  Association  met  on  Monday  last — the  annual  meet- 
ing for  the  transaction  of  business. — Mrs.  Wakefield,  of  Cumberkiud,  R. 
I.,  had  three  sons  at  a  birth,  a  few  days  since,  who  are  all  doing  well. — 
Surgeon  Pinckney,  U.  S.  N.,  has  arrived  from  Carthagena,  bearer  of  des- 
patches for  Government. — Dr.  Grant  and  Dr.  Savage,  in  Africa,  Dr.  Cra- 
gin  at  Surinam,  and  Dr.  Parker  in  China,  are  extending  the  fame  of  their 
country  bv  their  skill,  learning  and  benevolence. — Some  surgical  instru- 
ments have  lately  been  dug  up  at  Pompeii,  which  are  much  like  modern 
ones  used  in  lithotomy. — Two  courses  of  lectures  are  now  going  on  in 
New  York — one  at  the  Crosby-Street  School  of  Medicine,  and  one  at. the 
Hospital ;  both  are  fully  attended — about  eighty  students. 


Erratum. — In  No.  10  of  this  Journal,  in  the  list  of  graduates  of  the  Jefferson 
Medical  Colletre,  the  name  "  Azariah  S.  Shipman"  should  have  been  printed 
Azariah  B.  Shipman. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  eiKling  May  2,  37. — Males,  1.5  ;  Females,  22.     Slillhom,  7. 

Of  consumiitioii,  6 — intemperance,  2— maras-iiMi!-,  2 — erysipelas,  I — fits,  1 — dropsy,  1 — scarlet  fever, 
5 — paraly-sis,  1— accidental,  1 — inflammation  of  tlie  bnwel.s,  2— disease  of  the  heart,  1 — cancer,  2 — • 
lock-jaw,  1 — debility,  2 — cronp,  I— lung  fever,  1 — inflammation  on  the  brain,  I — worm  fever,  1 — old 
a^'e,  2— child-bed,  ] — dropsy  in  the  brain,  1  — typhns  lever,  1. 

Under  5  years,  10 — between  ■'5  and  20  years,  b — between  20  and  60  years,  14 — over  60  years,  7. 
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Extreme  Atmospheric  Heat. — I  have  heard  fifty  places  picked  out  as 
the  hottest  in  India,  but  Calpee  certainly  was  always  one  of  them.  Heat 
to  the  human  constituiion  and  feelings  is  a  relative  term.  Dr.  Clarke 
mentions  the  heat  of  his  marches  near  Jerusalem  ;  he  states  the  height 
of  the  thermometer  at  102  Sechem.  I  have  been  encamped,  with  a  consid- 
erable force,  in  the  "  merry  month  "  of  May,  on  the  sands  of  Mynpooree, 
in  the  Doab,  in  excellent  tents  of  double  flies  ;  yet  in  spile  of  taties,  for  there 
was  seldom  a  breath  of  air,  the  thermometer  rose  daily  to  125.  I  have, 
on  horseback,  hunted  wild  buffaloes  at  midday  in  the  same  month,  amongst 
the  rocky  wilds  of  central  India ;  but  I  have  never  felt  any  heal  that 
could  for  an  instant  bear  comparison  with  that  of  the  latter  end  of  June 
at  Calpee.  On  a  cloudy  obscure  day  it  stood  at  145  degs.  In  the  shade, 
even  to  a  stager  like  myself,  the  temperature  was  awfully  sickening  ;  and 
so  fierce  that,  long  after  sun-set,  I  was  compelled  lo  forego  my  constant 
practice  of  silting  out  in  the  open  air.  At  half  an  hour  after  sun-set,  the 
mercury  stood  at  150  degs.  in  the  open  air  in  the  square  of  the  cotton  of 
go-downs.  At  ten  o'clock  at  night,  after  endeavoring  to  obtain  relief 
from  a  couple  of  well-filled  mussucks,  the  air  (when  my  body  was  some- 
what cooled)  was  siill  so  heated,  that  I  felt  as  if  I  had  been  quietly  im- 
mersed in  a  hot  bath. 

During  the  season,  several  natives  died  of  the  coup  de  soleil.  One 
drummer,  wnih  two  young  women,  fell  dead  from  this  cause  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  city.  The  native  remedy  is  unique  :  the  patients  (if  it  can 
be  thrust  down  their  throats)  are  compelled  to  swallow  a  mixture  of  unripe 
mangoes  roasted  and  pounded  with  salt  moistened  with  water. —  Travels 
in  Upper  India,  by  C.  J.  C.  Davidson,  Esq. 

Frederick  the  Great's  Antiphlogistic  Regimen. — Zimmerman,  in  his 
narratives  of  his  interviews  with  Frederick  the  Great,  of  Prussia,  says, 
"  To-day  the  King  had  taken  a  great  quantity  of  soup  made  as  usual  of 
the  strongest  gravy  drawn  from  the  most  healing  things.  With  his  por- 
tion he  mixed  a  large  table-spoonful  of  pounded  mace  and  pounded  ginger. 
He  then  eat  a  large  slice  of  beef  stewed  in  brandy.  This  he  fallowed  up 
by  a  copious  allowance  of  an  Italian  aish,  composed  half  of  maize  flower 
and  half  of  parmesan  cheese;  to  this  is  added  the  juice  of  garlic,  and  the 
whole  is  fried  in  butter  till  it  acquires  a  crust  as  thick  as  one's  finger. 
This  favorite  dish  is  called  polenta.  At  length  (continues  Zimmerman), 
the  King,  praising  the  excellent  appetite  which  the  dandelion  had  given 
him,  concluded  the  scene  with  a  large  plate  of  eel-pie,  hot  and  highly  sea- 
soned. While  at  table  the  King  fell  asleep,  and  was  seized  with  con- 
vulsions.— London  Medical  Gazette. 


Hydropathy  in  France. — Upon  an  application  being  made  to  the  French 
Government  for  permission  to  open  an  hydropathic  establishment  in  Paris, 
the  government  referred  the  subject  to  the  French  Academy  for  their  opin- 
ion. The  following  are  the  conclusions  to  which  the  Academy  arrived, 
after  mature  consideration: — "  1,  That  hydropathy  is  a  dangerous  thera- 
peutical method,  which  does  not  rest  on  facts  ;  2,  That  its  theory  is  chi- 
merical ;  3,  That  it  is  in  disaccord  with  our  chemical  and  pathological  doc- 
trinea  ;  4,  That  the  Academy  cannot  in  any  way  approve  of  it ;  5,  That 
the  use  of  cold  water  has  been  long  in  the  domain  of  medicine,  and  sub- 
mitted to  rules." — Times. 
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Structure  of  the  Ciliary  Body. — There  is  some  obscurity  in  the  de- 
scriptions of  the  ciliary  body.  Some  term  the  whole  arrangement  the  liga- 
mentum  ciliare,  the  orbiculus,  annulus,  or  circulus  ciliaris  ;  while  others 
confine  the  term  ligament  to  the  white  ring  which  connects  the  ciliary 
body  to  the  sclerotica.  Some  have  supposed  the  ciliary  body  muscular  ; 
others  have  described  it  as  ligamentous,  membranous,  nervous,  or  cellular, 
whereas  its  various  parts  partake  of  all  these  tissues. 

The  ciliary  body  consists — 1,  of  the  white  ligament  which  connects  it 
to  the  sclerotica  ;  2,  of  the  outer  layer  of  the  choroid,  which  proceeds 
from  the  latter  membrane  to  the  white  ligament ;  3,  the  cellular  mem- 
brane connecting  the  ciliary  processes  ;  4,  the  ciliary  muscle ;  5,  the 
ciliary  processes  ;  and,  6,  the  orbiculus  capsulo-ciliaris.  To  these  may  be 
added,  7,  the  ciliary  zone. 

1.  External  Lamina.  Ciliary  lis^ament  and  ararhnoidea  oculi. — 
When  we  remove  the  anterior  half  of  the  sclerotica  with  the  cornea,  we 
bring  into  view  a  white  ring  the  anterior  edge  of  which  corresponds  with 
the  tnargin  of  the  sclerotica,  to  which  in  the  natural  state  it  is  attached. 
This  ring  is  gradually  shaded  off  and  blended  with  the  outer  layer  of  the 
choroid  which  covers  the  remainder  of  the  ciliary  body,  whereas  the  in- 
ner layer  of  the  choroid  ceases  at  its  commencement.  In  birds,  espe- 
cially those  with  a  large  ciliary  body,  as  the  owl,  Sec,  the  continuation 
of  the  choroid  is  evidently  a  serous  membrane,  reflected  on  the  internal 
surface  of  the  sclerotica,  for  facilitating  the  extensive  range  of  adaptation 
wliich  is  so  necessary  in  this  class  of  animals.  This  serous  membrane 
has  been  called  by  Arnold  the  arachnoidea  oculi,  which,  by  analogy,  he 
supposes  to  exist  in  the  mammalia,  although  in  the  latter  class  of  animals 
it  cannot  be  demonstrated.  At  the  inner  anterior  edge  of  the  white  li^^a- 
ment,  and  covered  with  pigmentum  nigrum,  there  is  a  projecting  lip 
which  receives  the  iris,  as  a  watch  case  receives  the  gla.ss,  and  which  1 
have  called  the  frame  of  the  iris — a  part  which  may  either  be  left  on  the 
second  lamina  or  be  removed  with  the  first. 

Second  L.x^MiNA.      Cellular  ring.     Ciliary  inuscle. — The  second  lami- 
na may  be  den)onstrated   by  dissecting  off  the   white  ligament,  and  the 
above-mentioned  continuation   of  the  choroid,  from  the   preparation   we 
15 
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have  just  been  examiiiini^  ;  but  it  may  be  inore  easily  exhibited  by  taking 
another  eye.  and  making  a  number  of  racHaied  incisions  from  tlie  centie 
of  the  cornea,  along  it  and  the  anterior  half  of  the  sclerotica,  taking  care 
to  avoid  cutting  the  ciliary  body  ;  if  we  now  turn  over  the  flaps  we  may 
easily  peel  off  the  external  layer  alon^  with  some  muscular  fibres,  aud 
bring  into  view  the  quested  lamina  which  consists  of 
tworini:?.  The  centrad  ring  is  of  a  gray  color,  aud 
consists  of  cellular  membrane  which  connects  the  ciliary 
processes  together.  The  outer  ring  is  muscular,  re- 
senibling  in  color  the  let^s  of  a  hog,  and  its  radiated 
fibres  are  most  plainly  disceined  as  possessing  all  the 
characteristics  of  muscle.  This  muscular  ring  is  of  une- 
qual bieadth,  being  broader  at  the  upper 
and  outer,  th;in  ai  the  lower  and  in- 
ner portion.  In  soi.ie  of  the  mamnialia 
the  upi)i-r  and  lower  portions  form  cres- 
cents, the  horns  of  uhicii  meet  at  the 
horizontal  diaujeter  or  equator  of  the  eye, 
where  the  loni:  ciliary  arteries  pass,  lo  assist 
in  forming  the  vascular  riiiy  which  sup- 
plies the  ciliary  processes,  (f 'g-  ~'2,  a,  b, 
upper    and    lower    ciliary    muscles   of   an 

Third  Lamina.  Ciliary  processes.  Orhiculus  capsulo-cilians. — 
This  may  with  some  difficulty  be  seen  by  removing  the  second  lamina; 
but  its  beautiful  appearance  behind  may  be  more  readily  disceined,  by 
removing  the  posterior  half  of  all  the  tunics',  and  viewing  it  throuuh  the 
vitreous  humor.  The  ciliary  processes,  constituting 
\\  hat  is  called  the  pars  fimbriata  or  plicata  oi  the  cili- 
ary body,  consist  of  a  series  of  plaits  of  fine  membrane 
arranged  in  a  radiated  manner  (fig.  23)  rotmd  ilie  crys- 
talline body.  They  are  covered  with  pigmentum  fii- 
grum,  and  are  abundantly  supplied  with  vessels  and 
nerves.      Each    process    resembles    a    folded    leaf,    the 

apex   of  which  floats 


freely  in  the  posterior 
chamber  of  (he  aque- 
ous humor.  (Pin.  24, 
ciliary  process  of  an 
ox  magnified.)  A 
corona  of  elastic  fila- 
ments, from  the  inner 
.surface  of  the  ciliary 
jirocesses,  proceeding 
backwards  to  the  outei'  margin  of  the  cili^rv  zone  with  the  whole  of 
which  they  are  intimately  connected,  and  iVt-quently  passing  over  ii  third 
of  the  diameter  of  the  crystalline  capsule,  constitutes  what  has  been 
termed  by  Ammon   the   orhiculus   capsulo-ciliaris.     These  filaments  give 
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to  wliat  is  called  the  pars  nnn-fimhriata  or  plicata  of  liie  ciliary  body  the 
radiated  appearance  wiiicli  it  exhibits  when  viewed  ihrougl)  the  vitreous 
liuinor.  By  liftiiifr  uj)  the  free  apices  of  the  cihary  processes,  the  fiiaiiients 
are  seen  fine  like  the  web  of  a  spider,  and  very  transparent,  whereas  pos- 
terior to  tile  ciliary  processes  they  are  covered  uith  pi^inentiim  niijMin!. 
These  filaments  fulfil  to  the  ciliary  processes  an  office  aiialogotis  to  the  ten- 
dons of  iniisclcs.  It  is  also  pi'esLinied  that  by  their  elasiicity  ifiey  aid  in 
drawiiiif  bnck  die  crysiidliiip  body. 

Subja(;ent  L\mina.  Ciliary  zone. — This  is  also  called  the  zonula 
Zinnii,  the  lamina  ciiiaris,  and  the  corona  ciliaris  :  it  is  a  transparent 
mendiiane  extending  from,  and  continuous  with  the  inar;^in  of  ihe  crys- 
talline capsule,  to  be  attached  to  the  vitreous  humor  at  a  line  coi respond- 
ing with  the  external  or  posterior  margin  of  the  ciliary  body.  This  mem- 
brane lies  upon  the  tunica  hvaloidea,  to  which,  besides  the  marginal 
attachment,  there  are  several  connections,  so  that  the  cavity  between 
them,  named  the  canal  of  Petit,  has.  when  inflated,  an  indented  appear- 
ance. Portions  of  pigtnentum  nigrum  covering  the  radiated  filaments  of 
Ammon  are  frequently  left  on  the  ciliary  zone,  and  form  what  is  called 
the  halo  signaius.  On  the  upper  portion  of  the  zone  of  the  sheep,  cor- 
responciing  with  the  pars  non-fimbriata,  the 
impressions  are  not  radiated  but  semicircular, 
as  if  occasioned  by  pigmentum  nigrum  col- 
lected in  the  ruga^  produced  by  contractions 
of  the  ciliary  muscle  (fiu.  -25.  r).  The  fila- 
ments ol  Ammoti  are  so  loosely  connected 
with  the  ciliary  zone  that  separation  can  oidy 
be  efiected  by  laceration.  Portions  of  tlie 
lacerated  filaments  may  be  seen  floatin;,'  on 
the  zone,  when  the  vitreous  humor  is  im- 
nierseel  in  water. 

In  the  carnivora  the  ciliary  zone  does  not 
exist  as  a  distinct  lamina.  The  ciliary  processes  are  not  leaf-shaped 
membranes  lying  with  their  posterior  surfaces  on  tlie  ciiiarv  zone,  but 
flat  triangular  plaits  immersed  in  the  vitreous  bodv,  with  the'  ed^rgs  di- 
rected forward.  '  ° 
_  Fctit's  canal,  is,  as  i-.as  l)een  stated,  the  cavitv  existing  behind  the 
cihary  zone,  and  between  it  and  the  tunica  hyaioidea ;  the  term  b.-ing 
applied  in  the  same  sense  as  when  we  siv  the  c'avity  of  the  peritoneum"! 
&c.  If  we  expose  the  ciliary  zone  by  removing  all  the  investmenis  an- 
terior to  Its  outer  margin,  without  disturbing  the  remainder  of  the  sclero- 
tica, and  then  inflate  the  canal  of  Petit,  we  observe  that  the  crvstalline 
advances,  and  also  that  it  resumes  its  former  situation  when  the'inflalion 
IS  discontinued.  The  use  of  Petit's  canal  thus  appears  evident :  the 
cihary  zone,  which  is  merely  a  continuation  of  the  capsule,  keeps  in 
position  the  crystalline,  which  is  permitted  to  pass  freely  forward,  by 
there  being  a  canal,  or  space  between  it  and  the  true  hyaloid  membrane. 
Ihe  utility  of  the  plaiting  may  be  shown  bv  making  a  model  with  a 
plaited,  and   another   with  an  unplaited  zone,  when  it  will  be  found  that 
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the  unplaited   niodt;!   will   not  work,  whereas  tl)e  crystalline  of  the  other 
may  be  made  to  advance  freely. 

Vessels  of  ciliary  body. — The  lon^',  anastamosing  with  the  short  ciliary 
arteries,  form  a  circle  of  vessels  over  the  pars  fimbriata  of  the  ciliary 
hndy.  From  this  circle,  a  branch  is  furnislied  to  each  ciliary  process. 
The  returning  veins  pass  to  the  vasa  vorticosa.  This  vascular  circle  is 
beautifully  represented  by  Arnold. 

The  aliary  nerves  are  about  twenty  in  number,  and  are  derived  from 
the  ophthalmic  ganglion.  Some  of  these  may  be  traced  to  the  iris,  but 
ihe  greater  number  are  lost  on  the  ciliary  body. 

Antagonists  to  Ciliary  Body.  Orbiculus  capsulo-ciliaris.  Mem- 
branes of  vitreous  humor.  Marsnpium. — The  elasticity  of  the  filaments 
of  Amnion  has  been  already  notice<l.  The  membranes  of  the  vitreous 
humor  radiate  from  the  posterior  wall  of  the  canal  of  Petit,  and  from  the 
posterior  crystalline  capsule,  in  such  a  way  that  when  the  latter  is  drawn 
forward,  they  may,  by  their  elasticity,  draw  it  backward.  In  animals 
with  spherical  lenses,  some  of  the  membranes  of  the  lower  portion  of  the 
vitreous  humor,  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  single  adjuster,  pass  through  the 

slit  in   the  retina,  to    be  attached  to  the 
choroid.     In  the  mammalia  there  is  no 
division  of  the  retina,  nor  any  connection 
between  it  and  the  tunica  hyaloidea,  ex- 
cept at  the  entrance  of  the  optic  nerve, 
and  at  the  ciliary  lamina.     The  triangu- 
lar processes  of  the  carnivora  (fig.  26,  a) 
are  so  arranged  that  they  may  act  as  re- 
tractors as  well  as  advancers. 
Marsupium. — In    birds    and   some   reptiles, 
a  fiin-hke  membrane  (fig.  27,  fl),  analogous  in 
structure  to  the  ciliary  processes,  proceeds  from 
the  choroid  through  a   slit  in   the   retina,   and 
through  a  portion  of  the  vitreous  humor,  to  be 
attached  to  the  membranes  proceeding  from  the 
posterior  crystalline  capsule.  By  means  of  this 
retracting  membrane,  these  animals  are  furnish- 
ed with  the  extraordinary  power  of  distant  vis- 
ion which  their  necessities  require. 

Functions  of  Ciliary  Body. — We  have, 
as  above,  the  white  ligament  to  give  the  ciliary 
body  a  firm  point  of  attachment  by  connecting  it  to  the  sclerotica  ;  the 
muscular  fibres  to  contract  the  ciliary  veins  ;  the  ciliary  processes  attach- 
ed by  the  filauients  of  Ammon  to  the  crystalline  capsule  and  ciliary  zone, 
to  become  erect  by  the  accumulation  of  blood  ;  the  jjlaited  ciliary  zone, 
and  the  canal  of  Petit,  to  allow  the  crystalline  to  be  drawn  forward  ;  and 
the  elastic  membranes  of  the  vitreous  humor  to  draw  it  backward,  when 
the  opposing  force  is  removed. 

The  functions  of  the  various  parts  of  the  ciliary  body  are  evident  from, 
I,  its  entire  absence  in  animals  with  spherical  lenses,  where  there  is  an- 
other instrument  for  adjustment;  2,  the  structure;  3,  there  is  no  other 
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arrangement  by  which  adjustment  can   be  explained,  nor  by  which  we 
can  account  for  the  stidden  occurrence  of  near  and  far-sightedness 

When  the  eye  is  adjusted  to  a  re/note  object,  and  when,  by  tlie  ex- 
ternal muscles,  we  then  direct  it  to  one  which' is  near,  an  indistinct  imaire 
of  the  latter  is  formed  on  the  retina  ;  the  impression  is  communicated  to 
the  sensorium  by  the  optic  nerve ;  a  reflex  affection  of  the  third  and  fifth 
from  which  the  ciliary  nerves  proceed,  causes  a  contraction  of  the  muscu- 
lar fibres  which  are  arranged  round  the  ciliary  processes  ;  the  veins  are 
compressed  and  the  apices  of  the  processes  which  float  in  the  posterior 
chamber  o(  the  aqueous  humor  become  elongated  ;  these  processes  bein<T 
by  the  filaments  of  Ammon  attached  to  the  ciliary  zone,  aiid  to  the  ex^ 
ternal  thwd  ol  the  crystalline  capsule,  draw  forward  the  crystalline  body 
until  a  distinct  image  of  the  object  is  formed  on  the  retina.' 

it  is  admitted  that  in  its  perfectly  easy  condition,  the  eye  is  adjusted 
only  to  distant  objects,  fro.n  the  following  facts.  1.  An  effort  is  neces 
sary  to  look  at  near  objects,  and  that  effort  when  long  continued  becomes 
painlul  ;  whereas  we  can  look  at  distant  objects  without  fatigue  2  As 
age,  which  diminishes  the  tone  of  all  the  tissues,  advances,  t^he 'ability  to 
«ee  near  objects  becomes  lessened  ;  while  distant  objects  can  be  seen  as 
planily  as  ever.  3.  When  under  the  relaxing  power  of  belladonna  the 
<;ye  loses  the  power  of  seeing  near  objects  distinctly.  ' 

In  order  to  adjust  the  eye  to  distant  objects,  all  that  is  necessary  to 
antagonize  the  power  exerted  by  the  ciliary  body  when  it  has  drawn  the 
crystalline  forward,  is  to  cease  the  effort— to  allow  it  to  become  to  a  .-reater 
or  less  degree  relaxed,  when  the  filaments  of  Ammon  and  the  membrane 
intersecting  the  vitreous  humor  will,  by  their  elasticity,  draw  it  backward 
By  the  ciliary  and  vitreous  arrangement  the  crystalline  may  be  drawn 
not  only  backward  and  forward,  but  also  obliquely  in  any  direction  'and 
ni  this  manner  the  external  muscles  may  be  aided  to  some  extent  '  As 
the  upper  and  outer  portion  of  the  ciliary  body  is  the  broadest,  thai  mar- 
gin  ol  the  crystalline  will  advance  the  farthest,  and  thus  facilitate  the 
contemplation  of  near  objects  with  both  eyes  at  the  same  time 

To  govern  ar- 
terial pulsation, 
the  ophthalmic  ar- 
tery is  given  off 
after  the  curve  of 
the  carotid  (ficr, 
23,  a).  in  tl^e 
graininivora  the 
•ciliary  arteries  are 
much  convoluted. 
In  the  carnivora, 
especially  in  the 
^og,  the  branches 
of  the  ophthalmic 
artery  form  nu- 
merous divisions,  28 
sonje  of  which  again  coalesce  before  entering  the  eyeball. 
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A'}jnstni:nt.  of  ohIaU  and  prolate  spheroid  lenses.— kn  arra^igement 
soin.-ulmt  ^i.nilar  to  thai  above  described,  exists  in  those  animals  vviili 
oblatr  spheroid  l^^nsrs.  Wh-^i  the  lens  is  a  prolate  sphemid  an  indoid 
rin-r  piweedinsi  from  the  sreatpr  margin  of  ihe  ins,  and  einbracmg  the 
cr\"iMltme.  supplies  the  place  of  the  cili:iry  body. 
■  Adaptation  of  the  eyes  of  amphihin  to  different  ,ner/«f.— Exterior  to 
-s  xvl.iHi  innvr  ihe  eyeball  in  the  seal,  there  is  a  muscular  ex- 
pansion attached  to 
^^    ^..      /    -^-^^-^^rr^^^fc^  ^''*^  anterior  edge  of 

/ ^-^    ~^^^^?^iSfc.  the  sclerotica,  which, 

by      shoitening     the 
axis,    may    assist    in 
adapting    the    organ 
for  vision  in  different 
media.     Behind  the 
eye     of    the     turtle 
tliere  is  a  cavity  (fig. 
29;     fl)      containing 
air,  which  by  passing 
through    a     foramen, 
may      separate     the 
menihrnnes  ''ormi,.-  die  wails  of  its  scl.Motica,  and  thus  shorten  the  axis. 
Connncllon  of  central  foramen  uiih  near  and  distant  vision.— As  the 
hbres  of  the    retina,  which    are  loose  in   young  sub- 
jects, and  matted  together  in  the  old, converge  round 
the    central    foramen  (fig.  80),  and  as  the  extreme 
fibres   of  other    nerves   of  sensation    become  erect 
when   excited,   it   is   possible  that    the    free    fibres 
terminatintr  at  the  central  foramen  may  assist  m  ad- 
justment. ^  Dr.   Jacob    observes—"  A    single    lens 
remedies  in  a  great  degree   the  defect  arising  from 
want  of  power  of  adaptation  ;  but  no   single  lens  will  confer  on  a  lands- 
man the  distant  vision  of  a  sailor,  nor  on  a  long-sighted  person  the  power 
of  distinguisliiug  minute  objects  enjoyed  by  some  near-sighted  persons. 

(To  be  continued. 1 


THE   NECESSITY   OF   URBANITY   IN   A   PHYSICIAN. 

To  the  Eiitor  of  tU?  Boston  Msdioal  and  Sargical  Journal. 

Deak  Sir,— The  physician  should  not  only  be  acquainted  with  the  di- 
versified and  protean  forms  of  disease,  ar.d  with  all  that  relates  to  his 
own  peculiar  art,  but  he  should  also  be  versed  in  what  appertains  to 
courtesy  and  to  good  manners.  Many  members  of  the  medical  proles- 
siou  are  so  far  from  cultivating  these  last  acquirements  that  they  actual  y 
.•e.rard  them  with  contempt  and  disdain,  believing  time  to  be  absolutely 
los't  to  them  as  physicians  which  is  spent  in  their  acquisition.  Iney 
utterly  despise  that  easiness   of  carriage  and  affability  of  bearmg  which 
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smooth  the  asperities  of  man's  intercourse  witli  man,  deeming  all  such 
complaisance  as  unworthy  of  attention,  and  foreign  to  all  spheres  save  the 
drawing  room  of  fashion,  or  the  boudoir  of  beauty.  These  opinions,  how- 
ever, we  consider  both  erroneous  in  themselves,  and  injurious  as  well  to 
those  who  likewise  pursue  the  science  of  medicine  as  to  hirn  who  em- 
braces them. 

It  is  not  enough  that  the  physician  should  he  able  to  distinguish  one 
disease  from  another,  to  designate  with  accuracy  the  succession  of  symp- 
toms, and  know  what  remedies  are  reputed  efficient  in  combating  and 
curing  them,  for  all  this  knowledge  would  be  of  little  avail  were  his 
roughness  of  manners  and  severity  of  aspect  so  repulsive  to  the  world  as 
to  place  him  in  its  estimation  below  those  "well-trimmed  popinjays," 
who,  carrying  all  their  acquirements  on  their  outsides,  excel  him  in  cour- 
tesy and  politeness,  while  they  lack  his  solidity  of  desert.  Jt  will  not  be 
thought  improper,  we  presume,  to  consider  it  the  duty  of  every  nien)ber 
of  society  to  conform  to  whatever  tends  to  promote  good  feeling,  and  ex- 
tend kindness  of  demeanor  and  the  blandness  of  urbanity.  But  on  the 
practitioner  of  medicine  is  this  perhaps  especially  incumbent.  It  is  not 
merely  the  pangs  of  corporeal  suffering  which  he  is  called  to  relieve,  but 
frequently  will  he  have  occasion  to 


"  Minister  to  a  mind  diseased, 

And  from  the  mein'ry  pluck  a  rooted  sorrow," 

an  effect  which  Bernardo  Tasso  well  tells  us  cannot  be  produced  bv  druirs 
alone:—  J        ^ 

"  Ma  chi  puote  con  erhe,  od  argomente 
Guarir  I'infermita  del  intelletto  .'" 

At  such  junctures  complaisance  of  deportment  soothes  better  than  the 
most  skilful  composition  of  hypnotics,  and  lulls  more  surely  than  Thebaic 
tincture  or  poppy  of  the  Levant.  A  physician  who  is  habitually  rou«h 
m  his  manners  excites  dislike  in  the  minds  of  his  patient^,  and  the  adver- 
tisement of  bis  approach  is  a  source  of  dread,  instead  of  an  excitant  to 
agreeable  and  pleasant  expectations.  Far  from  gaining  the  love  of  those 
on  whom  he  attends,  his  rudeness  continually  wards  off  the  consideration 
he  would  otherwise  obtain,  and  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  are 
inspired  with  a  belief  that  the  whole  profession  are  of  the  same  character 
as  the  member  before  them.  They  set  them  down,  therefore,  as  cold 
unfeeling  beings,  acting  only  for  a  fee,  almost  choosing  their  avocation 
h-om  a  desire  to  glut  on  misery,  and  never  sympathizing  in  the  acronv 
which  comes  under  their  observation.  Nothing  can  justify  sullenness  o'r 
ill-nature  on  the  part  of  the  physician  ;  wherever  else  they  may  pos- 
sibly be  in  some  measure  pardonable,  they  can  never  be  appropriate  at 
the  bedside  of  sickness.  In  the  chamber  of  disease,  if  anywhere  on 
earth,  are  the  endearments  of  condolence,  the  exercise  of  urbanity,  and 
the  manifestations  of  sympathy,  of  great  necessity  and  importance.  '  Yet 
how  often  do  we  see  these  enjoinments  violated  in  the  person  of  him  who 
should  come  "  with  healing  on  his  wings,"  and  lighten  the  anxiety  im- 
printed on  lineaments  burning  under  the  scorching  desolation  of  a   fever's 
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touch  ?  Often  in  these  circumstances  is  moroseness  of  disposition  appa- 
rent, to  the  exclusion  of  inquiring  solicitude,  and  often  does  crabbedness 
usurp  the  place  of  affability.  Frequendy  this  bearing  is  assumed  by  a 
practitioner  who  is  really  kind  at  heart,  and  is  even  thought  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  his'own  dignity  and  standing.  But  how  reprehensi- 
ble such  views  n)ust  invariably  be,  needs  no  explication,  surely,  to  him 
who  possesses  a  heart  rife  to  the  emotions  of  sensibility  and  goodness. 
Everything  that  meets  the  eye  about  the  couch  of  disease  teaches  a  dif- 
ferent lesson.  The  friends  and  attendants  are  obedient  to  these  injunc- 
tions :  when  the  sick  man's  eye  quails  iiom  the  light,  how  carefully  are 
the  window  curtains  drawn  ;  when  his  ear  is  painfully  susceptible  to  noise, 
how  sedulously  are  carpels  spread  about  his  bed,  and  with  what  noiseless 
and  spectre-like  tread  is  all  walking  performed  in  his  apartment.  Would 
he  sleep  ?  The  signet  of  silence  is  placed  on  every  lip,  and  the  hush  ol  pro- 
found quiet  is  unbroken  even  by  the  breath  of  those  who  surround  him. 
Would  he  change  his  position  ?  Kindly  and  gently  are  hands  protiered  to 
do  the  service.  °Does  he  despond  ?  The  words  of  cheerfulness  and  hope 
are  poured  forth  to  encourage  and  animate  him.  And  can  the  physician 
be  absolved  from  these  duties?  Can  lie  be  harsh  in  his  replies,  super- 
cilious in  his  commands,  and  peevish  in  his  conduct,  without  deviating 
from  that  path  which  all  men,  be  their  professions  what  tliey  jnay,  should 
endeavor  to  follow  ? 

We  lay  it  down,  then,  as  a  maxim,  that  of  all  persons  the  physician 
should  most  studiously  cultivate  a  familiar  condescension  and  true  cour- 
tesy of  manner.  We  speak  not  of  that  heartless  and  soi-disant  polite- 
ness which  hovers  in  the  train  of  princes,  exhaling  itself  in  nods  and 
bows,  and  copied  from  the  customs  of  fashion  or  ihe  observances  of  a 
court:  but  of  that  inborn  politeness  which  is  the  fruit  f)fuood  feeling, 
which  is  ever  careful  of  offending,  and  ;ilways  ready  to  obviate  whatever 
is  productive  in  any  manner  of  pain  :  wliich  is  slow  to  speak  roughly, 
which  prefers  not  a  displeasing  exterior,  and  which  avoids  those  coarse 
and  disagreeable  singularities  whicii  are  affected  by  some  physicians  who 
are  actually  endowed  with  both  talent  and  worth.  These  habits  were 
formerly  far  more  prevalent  than  at  present,  and  have  been  of  much  dis- 
service to  the  profession.  But  that  inaccessible  haughtiness  and  ridicu- 
lous i)edantry  which  pointed  the  siiafis  of  the  inimitable  Moliere,  and 
caused  him,  in  play  after  play,  to  cover  the  disci|)les  of  .'Esculapius  with 
jeers  and  with  laughter,  basin  a  great  measure  disappeared  with  the  flowing 
medical  gowns  of  the  same  period,  the  portly  round-headed  canes,  and 
the  barbarous  Latin  in  which  they  delivered  their  oracular  precepts.  It 
is,  however,  true  that  we  still  have  at  this  day  specimens  of  a  similar 
kind  of  practitioners — men  who  take  particular  pains  to  excite  dread,  and 
who  are  never  guilty  of  speaking  words  of  kindness,  or  of  manifesting 
good  humor — men  obstinate,  sulky,  and  overbearing— tyrannical  where 
they  dare  to  be  so,  laying  down  theii  dicta  as  inlallibility,  denouncing 
the  slightest  doubt  or  even  interrogatory  as  rank  medical  heresy,  angry  at 
the  least  intimation  of  counsel,  and  sometimes,  though  we  hope  such 
instances  are   rare,  nraugre  a   membership  of  the  church,   resorting  to 
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absolute  falsehood  respecting  their  medicines  and  their  blunders.  Re- 
pulsive in  their  deportment,  and  unconciiiating  in  their  carriage,  they  are 
only  tolerated  as  a  necessary  evil.  Such  a  bearing  cannot  be  too  care- 
fully eschewed,  nor  need  there  be  a  fear  of  being  too  gentle,  too  consider- 
ate, or  too  urbane.  The  benefits  of  skill  will  be  increased  by  kindness. 
Openness  and  familiarity  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  physician  will  induce 
a  similar  result  on  the  patient  ;  perceiving  that  he  is  regarded  with  inter- 
est, and  that  his  detail  of  feelings  is  not  heard  with  a  bought  and  careless 
apathy,  he  will  speak  confidentially  and  without  reserve,  thus  unveiling 
valuable  indications  to  the  practitioner  not  otherwise  to  have  been  obtain- 
ed. In  fine,  l>y  thus  proceeding,  the  physician  will  not  only  secure  the 
friendship  of  those  by  whom  he  is  surrounded,  but  he  will  increase  his 
sphere  of  usefulness,  will  exalt  and  honor  his  profession,  and  what  is  yet 
more,  will  feel  in  his  own  bosom  the  consciousness  of  doing  good, 

S/ielburne  Falls,  31s.,  May  3d,  1844.  Stephen  J.   W.  Tabor. 

Errata. — In  an  article  of  mine  which  appeared  in  your  paper  of  the 
20lh  of  March  last,  entitled  "Bibliography  of  Tobacco,"  there  are  seve- 
ral typographical  errors,  which  I  have  not  hitherto  corrected  because  I 
supposed  most  of  them  were  such  as  your  readers  would  themselves 
generally  perceive:  as,  however,  I  am  writing  upon  another  matter,  and 
have  room  in  this  sheet,  I  will  just  allude  to  them.  I  shall  not  set  them 
down  particularly,  for  few  if  any  readers  would  be  at  the  trouble  to  turn 
back  to  a  communication  on  sucli  an  account.  The  most  frequent  error 
is  printing  an  n  as  a  m,  and  the  diphthong  (C  as  x.  The  word  Nicotiamt 
is  a  number  of  times  printed  Nicotiaux,  and  there  are  some  other  similar 
misprints,  for  which,  I  suppose,  you  may  justly  tax  my  chirography,  as  it 
must  be  admitted  few  journals  are  more  neatly  and  correctly  "  got  out  " 
than  your  own.  I  shall  mention  but  one  other  error  in  the  printing  of  my 
article,  which  is  where  I  am  made  to  say  "  rhymesters  of  the  obscenest 
newspapers,"  when  I  did  say  obscurest.  S.  J.   VV.  T. 


NUX   VOMICA   IN   PARALYSIS   OF   THK   BLADDER. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

Mr.  W.,  aged  60  years,  has  had  an  affection  of  the  spine  with  partial 
palsy  of  the  lower  extremities,  for  some  years.  He  has  also  been  very 
costive,  and  for  four  years  had  not  a  single  discharge  of  urine  without  the 
use  of  the  catheter.  Quite  recently  Mr.  VV.  became  insane,  and  was 
committed  to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Soon  after  he  came  under  my  care  he  was  directed  to  the  use  of  the 
alcoholic  extract  of  nux  vomica  with  laxatives.  Quite  unexpectedly  he 
discharged  his  urine  voluntarily  in  a  few  hours  afterwards.  Some  cir- 
cumstance, unimportant,  interrupted  the  use  of  the  remedy,  and  the  ca- 
theter again  became  necessary.  After  a  few  days  the  nux  vomica  was 
again  resumed,  and  has  been  continued  every  day  since  in  doses  of  twenty 
drops,  of  a  tincture  of  the  alcoiiolic  extract,  three   times  a  day.     Since 
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that  time  to  tlie  present,  now  five  months,  he  has  had  regular  and  easy 
evacuations  of  urine,  never  having  been  obliged  to  use  the  catheter  since 
the  medicine  was  resumed.  ....  <• 

1  have  seen  .rood  effects  from  the  use  of  nux  vomica  m  relaxations  ol 
the  muscular  fibres,  in  dyspepsia,  flatulency  and  loss  of  muscular  tone  in 
the  stomach  and  bowels,  as  well  as  in  general  and  part.a  palsy,  but  tins 
is  the  first  instance  in  which  1   have   known  it  restore  hea  thy  power  to  a 

"     1    -J   Ul„^  lor  S.    B.     VVOODWARD. 

palsied  blacider.  '-^ 

mrcesier,  Ms.,  May,  1844  . 


EFFECTS   OF   OPIUM   ON    INFANTS. 

By  Charles  Taylor,  M.R.C.S. 

February  25th,  1844,  about  1,P.  M.-Mr.  C 's  infant,  a  fine  little 

airl   PH    10   months,  having    been  allowed    to    play  with  some  pills  (i^ii. 
sapon.  c.  opi,  gr.  v.,  ext.  coin.  co.  gr.  vii.,  in    pil.  iv.)  which  were    silver- 
ed over,  the  nurse  observed   liie  child  nu.king  a    no.se,  as   ,f  swallowing 
somethin.r   wiih   difficuliy,  and  suspected  some   of  the    pills  were  taken. 
One  pill  was  found  in  the  child's  dress,  and  one  in  the  p.ll-box    but  there 
were  four,  and  after  sweeping  the   room,  and   the   most  careful  examina- 
tion   the  other  two  were   not    found.      I   was   present  within  a  quarter  oj 
an  hour;  the   child   whs  then    playing,  cheerful,  and    in    perfectly   good 
heaUh  •    however,   from    the    account    of  the  case,    1    thought    it    right 
to  act    allhou^rh    in   doubt.     The   opium   swallowed   being  in  the  (orm 
of  pills   and   the  pills  having  been  made  a  long  time,  instead    ot  using 
the  stomach    pump    I   administered  immediately    half  a    scruple   ol  the 
sulphate   of  zinc   dissolved   in    a    very   small   quantity    of  warm   water; 
this  not  producing  vomiting  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  gave  ant.  pot.  tar  ., 
.rr   ii     which  was  repeated  every  ten  minutes  to  ihe  fourth  tune.         ick- 
iin'r  the  posterior  fauces  with  a  feather  was  also  had  recourse  to,  with  oc- 
casion il  drau'dus  of  warm  water,  but  all    without  avail.     About   ball  an 
hour  after  the'^last  dose  of  tartar  emetic,  when  almost  giving  up  in  despair 
of  causin.  vomiting,  it  suddenly  occurred,  and  by  the  use  of  warm  water 
was  thenl-pt  up.     The  food  of  the  day  was  returned,  and  with  it  some 
dark   substance   whir.h   proved   to    be   portions  of  the  opium    pi  Is ;  one 
niece  th>^  size  of  hdf  a  pill,  the  others   divided  and  mixed  with  the  lood, 
havinc  the  smell  of  opium.      Pieces   of  the   silver  leaf  were  also   <.und 
leavim^  now  no  doubt,  and  from  the  quantity  showing  most  probably  that 
two  pills  wore  swallowed.      After  the  vomiting  had  subsided   a  teaspoon- 
fnl  of  castor  oil  was  given,  which   in    the   evening  acted   and  no  appear- 
ance of  the  pills  in   the  motion,  which  was  healthy.     The  child  did  not 
appear  drowsy  ;  in    fact,  its  parents   thought   it   more   lively  than   usual. 
Slept  comfortably  during  the  night,  and   was  quite   well   next  morning 
neither  suffering  from  the  opium,  nor   from   the   emetic  remedies  that  had 

been  administered.  ^  . 

The  only  remarks  suggested  are  these  :   1st,  the  large  doses  of  emetics 
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which  were  given  for  a  time  without  success  ;  this  may  be  accounted  for, 
doubtless,  by  the  action  of  the  opium  on  the  nerves  of  the  stomach,  but 
yet  there  was  an  absence  of  any  other  s)n)ptom  on  the  nervous  system  ; 
and  2d,  the  total  absence  of  any  irritation  produced  eitlier  by  the  zinc  or 
tartar  emetic  on  the  mucous  membranes  afterwards. — London  Medical 
Gazette. 


THE    POSTHUMOUS   FAME   OF   MEDICAL   MEN. 

We  all  know  wh;il  gods  we  are  in  the  eyes  of  our  patients — when  they 
are  seriously  ill ;  how  little  they  think  of  us,  with  what  slender  courtesy 
ihey  treat  us — when  they  have  got  quite  well.  The  eagerly  expected 
visit,  the  confidence  in,  the  dependence  on  us,  are  not  more  remarkable 
in  the  first  case,  than  are  in  general  the  indifference,  the  coldness,  the 
want  of  sympathy,  with  us  in  the  second.  The  trutl)  is,  that  the 
wealthy  and  the  great  are  generally  afraid  of  the  accomplished  and 
philosophical  physician  or  surgeon,  intimately  acquainted  with  the  springs 
and  motives  of  hutnan  action  as  he  necessarily  is.  They  have  a  higher 
nature  in  their  presence,  which  over-crows  them  ;  and  human  pride  and 
human  infirmity  cannot  stand  the  proof;  they  shrink  before  it,  and  rather 
dislike  and  fear,  than  love  it.  This  feeling  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  pre- 
ference vvliich  the  aristocracy  of  all  countries,  and  of  England  in  especial, 
so  frequently  show  for  ignorance  and  blind  empiricism — for  the  anointings 
of  a  St.  John  Long,  the  abracadabra  of  the  druggist  Hahnemann,  the 
duckings  of  the  peasant  Priessnitz,  fcc  &ic. 

With  the  same  measure  that  the  world  are  disposed  to  tnete  to  us  dur- 
ing our  lives,  do  they  siill  continue  to  measure  to  us  after  our  deaths. 
The  fame  of  the  medical  man  is  not  even  so  enduring  as  that  of  the 
great  actor.  By  what  strong  memorial  do  the  public  cherish  the  remem- 
brance of  the  gifted  Ahernethy  ?  They  name  a  biscuit  after  him.  Of 
the  brilliant  Cooper?  some  s|)ecu!ative  druggist  has  christened  a  pill 
by  his  name.  Of  the  great  Dupiiytren  ?  a  perfumer  embalms  his  public 
memoiy  with  a  pomatum  for  tlie  hair !  Sic  transit  gloria  !  ]\Ir.  Aher- 
nethy always  estimated  posthumous  fame  at  what  it  is  probably  truly 
worth,  and  no  more  :  "  Were  1  thirsty,"  he  would  say,  "  I  would  give 
the  posthumous  fame  of  Buonaparte,  could  I  command  it,  for  a  drink 
of  small  beer!"  Brave  old  John,  kind-hearted,  eccentric  old  man! 
Nor  shall  thy  fame  for  l)etter  things  than  biscuits  vet  die  out  from 
amongst  us  thy  brethren,  for  some  considerable  time  to  come  !  Though 
thy  kindred  wrote  trash  upon  thy  tomb-stone,  and  the  bakers  have  knead- 
ed thee  up  with  their  dough,  the  influence  thou  hadst  on  medicine  will 
survive  when  the  memory  and  the  knowledge  of  thy  being  shall  have 
passed  away. 

And  this  brings  us  to  the  point  we  were  driving  at.  There  is  no  sure 
abiding  place  for  us  here  below — whether  in  the  body,  or  in  that  kind  of 
spirituality  which  we  entitle  posthumous  fame.  He  who  did  this  or  that 
passes  away  ;  the  knowledge  of  him  who  did  it  is  lost  in  the  night  of  ages  ; 
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but  the  deed  itself,   the  thing  done,  remains,  and  has  its  influence  to  the 
end  of  time. 

Our  business,  therefore,  is  honestly  and  pains-takingly  to  perform  the 
part  assigned  us,  without  regard  to  our  particular  fame,  satisfied  that  what 
we  do  for  good  will  never  be  lost  to  our  fellow  men,  and  though  we  neither 
leave  our  name  to  a  biscuit  like  John  Abernethy,  to  a  vegetable  pill  like 
Sir  Astley  Cooper,  to  a  sauce  like  Dr.  Kitchiner,  or  to  a  pomatum  for 
the  hair  like  the  Baron  Dupuytren,  our  spirit  will  still  be  present  in  the 
world  when  the  body  that  enshrouded  it  is  resolved  into  ashes  and  air, 
and  all  knowledge  that  such  a  man  had  ever  been  has  passed  away. — lb. 


ON  THE  TREATMEiNT   OF   FRACTURES   OF   THE  CLAVICLE. 

By  Abm,  L.  Cox,  M.D,,  of  New  York. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  perfect  control  of  this  fracture,  by  the  diffe- 
rent bandages  now  in  use,  is  very  generally  admitted  by  practical  sur- 
geons. This,  however,  is  no  less  certain,  than  that  the  great  principles 
on  which  such  control  is  attempted,  are  well  ascertained  and  universally 
admitted.  The  action  of  the  sleino-mastoid  and  great  pectoral  muscles, 
holds  the  sternal  fragment  in  its  proper  position,  while  the  scapular  por- 
tion falls  with  the  weight  of  the  arm,  or  by  the  action  ol'  the  muscles,  and 
is  then  drawn  inwardly,  so  that  the  inner  portion  overrides  the  outer,  and 
the  position  of  the  shoulder  is  altered  from  its  natural  state,  to  one  more 
inward,  downward  and  forward. 

The  indications  of  treatment  are,  therefore,  obviously  to  extend,  elevate 
and  hold  back  the  shoulder.  For  this  purpose,  surgeons  formerly  resorted 
to  a  figure-of-eight  bandage,  applied  over  the  back  between  the  shoulders 
— a  plan  of  treatment  liable  to  the  objection,  that  it  does  not  meet  all  the 
proper  indications  of  the  case,  and  does  not  insure  a  perfect  restoration  of 
the  functions  and  configuration  of  the  fractured  shoulder. 

Desault's  bandages  have  also  been  generally  used,  and  are  designed 
with  reference  to  the  great  and  acknowleged  principles  of  the  case  ;  but 
it  is  very  generally  admitted  that  these  bandages  are  not  as  successfully 
used  as  is  desirable,  and  many  surgeons  have  consequently  returned  to 
the  old  figure-of-eight  bandage  in  preference  to  them.  Even  our  schools, 
if  I  am  correctly  informed,  teach  their  abandonment ;  a  fact  to  be  re- 
gretted, as  they  certainly  have  several  decided  advantages  over  the  more 
simple  means  now  generally  superseding  them. 

Of  these,  the  first  is  the  advantage  of  a  direct  and  perfect  extension  of 
the  fractured  bone,  effected  by  the  cushion  in  the  axilla,  and  the  trans- 
verse turns  of  the  roller  over  the  arm  of  the  fractured  side,  round  the 
body,  and  under  the  armpit  of  the  sound  side.  This  important  point  of 
proper  extension  is  well  attained  and  kept  by  this  part  of  Desault's 
management. 

The  great  defect,  which,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  is  pretty 
generally  admitted   against  the   bandages   in  question,  exists  in  the  last 


On  the  Treatment  of  Fractures  of  the  Clavicle.  301 

bandage,  the  object  of  which  is  to  retain  the  fractured  shoulder  in  a  suffi- 
ciently elevated  posture. 

Desault's  direction  for  its  application  is,  to  commence  with  a  roller 
nine  yards  long,  at  the  axilla  of  the  sound  side,  to  bring  it  in  front  of  the 
chest  over  the  shoulder  of  the  fractured  side,  down  behind  the  arm  to  the 
elbow,  then  to  bring  it  in  front  of  the  chest  to  the  point  of  beginning,  then 
over  the  back  from  the  axilla  to  the  fractured  shoulder,  crossing  it  to  the 
front  of  the  arm,  under  the  elbow,  and  so  obliquely  over  the  back  again 
to  the  axilla  of  the  sound  side,  and  in  this  way  till  the  roller  is  applied. 

That  this  plan  should  fail  in  keeping  the  fractured  shoulder  and  arm 
in  a  proper  elevation,  is,  I  think,  obvious  a  priori,  and  unfortunately  it  is 
lound  to  be  so  in  practice. 

The  axilla  is  below  the  shoulder  of  the  o|)posite  side,  and  the  bandage, 
tlierefore,  exerts  a  direct  influence  to  depress  it  just  in  pro|)ortion  to  the 
strictness  of  its  application.  If,  indeed,  the  turns  which  are  made  under 
the  elbow  of  the  affected  side  could  be  brought  over  the  shoulder  of  the 
sound  side,  thus  fuaking  the  sound  shoulder  a  point  cVcpyui  from  which 
to  suspend  the  elbow  and  arm  of  the  fractured  side,  there  would  be  some 
influence  exerted  toward  the  end  in  view.  But  when  we  reflect  that  this 
turn  would  support  the  elbow  only  by  an  oblique  application,  and  that 
the  bandage,  from  its  yielding  to  the  weight  of  the  arm,  could  afFord  little 
or  no  support,  thus  applied,  it  needs  but  a  moment's  reflection  to  perceive 
that  the  end  which  the  surgeon  has  in  view  is  completely  lost  by  passing 
the  turns  of  the  roller  iinder  the  axilla  of  the  unaffected  side. 

What  has  been  said  will,  I  trust,  serve  to  prepare  the  reader  for  the 
suggestion  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  make  in  the  modification 
of  Desault's  bandage. 

Instead  of  making  the  axilla  of  the  sound  side  the  point  of  support  of 
the  shoulder  of  the  fractured  side,  I  propose  that  this  point  of  support  be 
sought  close  to  the  neck,  on  the  side  of  the  fiacture.  The  roller  may 
start  frorn  the  sound  axilla,  pass  over  the  other  shoulder,  down  behind 
the  arm  and  under  the  elbow,  then  upward  over  the  fracture,  obliquely 
across  the  back,  and  Under  the  axilla  of  the  sound  side  ;  thus  making  a 
figure-of-eight,  by  which  the  elbow  will  be  drawn  directly  upward,  and 
the  point  at  which  the  bandage  crosses  on  the  shoulder  being  properly 
secured  by  pins,  will  be  retained  permanently  close  to  the  neck  by  means 
of  the  turns  which  pass  under  the  sound  axilla.  This  arrangement  seems 
to  possess  all  the  propeities  at  which  the  last  bandage  of  Desault  is 
aimed,  and  of  which  it  undoubtedly  fails. 

But  one  case  has  occurred  to  me  whereby  I  could  test  the  soundness 
of  my  reasoning  by  an  appeal  to  practical  results.  This  happened  in  an 
elderly  woman,  who  fell  from  a  chair  in  attempting  to  wind  the  kitchen 
clock.  Desault's  plan  failed,  after  careful  and  patient  repetition  ;  so 
also  did  the  old  figure-of-eight  bandage,  and  several  other  modifications 
of  them  which  successively  suggested  themselves  to  my  mind  in  the  man- 
agement of  her  case. 

I  made  the  application,  which  I  have  attempted  to  describe  above,  with 
the  best  results.     It  retains  the  shoulder  in  its  proper  position,  and  the 
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bones  in  perfect  coaptation,  and  is  at  the  same  time  comfortable  to  the 
patient. 

It  is  well  to  commence  by  preparing  the  arm  of  the  affected  side  with 
a  roller,  carefully  and  accurately  applied.  This  precaution  has  the 
double  advantage  of  guarding  the  arm  from  the  pressure  of  the  turns  of 
the  first  roller,  and  also  of  furnishing  the  means  of  fastening  the  last 
ap[)Iicaiion  to  the  elbow  by  means  of  pins. 

if  it  shall  be  thought  worthy  of  trial  by  the  profession  generally,  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  to  be  an  improvement  ;  and  I  therefore  feel  it  to 
be  a  duty  to  make  tlie  suggestion,  and  submit  it  to  the  judgment  of  my 
medical  brethren.  J\o  one  can  be  more  aware  than  myself  of  the  very 
simple  nature  of  the  alteration  in  Desault's  bandage,  that  I  have  ventured 
to  propose  ;  but  if  it  should  be  found  on  trial  to  be  better  adapted  to  attain 
the  very  ends,  and  to  apply  the  very  princi[>les  of  practice,  which  Desault 
taught,  it  will  doubtless  be  justly  appreciated  by  the  profession. — The 
New  York  Journal  of  Medicine  and  the  Collateral  Sciences. 
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Criminal  Abortions. — Those,  only,  who  are  connected  with  the  profes- 
sion of  medicine,  are  aware  of  the  vast  amount  of  wickedness  perpetrated 
in  cities  by  a  class  of  men  and  women,  familiarly  known  as  abortionists. 
Madam  Reslell,  the  vampire  of  New  York,  the  most  infamous  of  her  sex, 
if  any  reliance  is  lo  be  placed  in  the  expression  of  the  press  and  the  spe- 
cific recital  of  Dr.  Bedford,  has  deprived  as  many  human  beings  of  the 
right  of  birth,  as  any  individual  in  the  criminal  calendar  of  the  world. 
She  has  likewise  an  office  in  Boston,  where  her  medicines  are  in  constant 
request.  But  Madam  Reslell  is  not  the  only  depredator  on  human  hap- 
piness and  life  in  the  city  of  Boston.  There  are  men — in  external  or- 
ganization, but  not  in  character — who  are  celebrated  among  the  vile 
attendants  ai  the  court  of  infamy,  for  their  success  in  exterminating' 
foetal  life.  Their  criminal  assistance  is  even  sometimes  sought  afier  by 
married  women,  who  cannot  render  a  shadow  of  excuse  lo  the  tribunal  of 
public  scorn  for  their  heartless  depravity.  Yet  the  law  has  not  reached 
them,  and  the  trade  of  infanticide  is  unquestionably  considered,  by  these 
thrifty  dealers  in  blood,  a  profitable  undertaking. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Abeel,  novv  in  China,  has  written  extensively,  of  late,  on 
the  national  vice  of  infanticide  in  that  empire.  No  judicial  inquiry  is 
ever  made  there  into  the  causes  of  death  in  embryo  or  at  birth.  Parents 
have  a  conceded  right  to  strangle  their  own  offspring,  to  rid  themselves  of 
a  prospective  burden  ;  and  they  do  it  without  remorse,  or  a  single  admo- 
nition from  a  violated,  instinctive  affection.  Female  children,  especially, 
are  those  whose  first  breath  is  followed  by  a  death  struggle  in  the  grip  of 
the  hand  that  should  have  nurtured  them.  According  to  this  missionary's 
details,  fathers  and  mothers  of  respectability  speak  of  the  daughters  they 
have  put  to  death,  with  perfect  indifference.     It  is  their  right  by  civil  code, 
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custom  and  Inheritance,  to  proportion  the  number  of  their  children  to  their 
means  of  support  or  personal  convenience.  He  mentions  persons  of  his 
acquaintance  who  had  already  strangled  three  daughters  in  succession. 

Awful  as  these  recitals  are,  of  the  manners  of  a  heathen  nation,  the 
deeds  of  darkness  executed  in  our  own  cities,  in  a  professedly  Christian 
country,  beyond  the  cognizance  of  any  police,  are,  if  possible,  still  more 
deplorable."  Such  are  the  wily  movements  of  these  professed  abortion- 
ists, that,  although  their  acts,  according  to  common  report,  are  exceedingly 
frequent,  no  one  can  be  found  who  will  boldly  face  the  foe  and  arraign 
them  at  the  bar  of  insulted  jusiice.  Tho*e  wh  >  have  been  the  subjects 
of  their  hazardous  operations,  occasionally  develope  something  to  excite 
astonishment  ;  but  before  any  decided  course  can  be  adopted  to  secure  the 
fiends,  the  thread  of  evidence  i.s  broken  by  death,  removals,  or  an  unwill- 
ino-ness  to  be  identified  with  nn  ignominious  transaction,  which  would 
ever  after  debar  the  revealer  of  the  deed  from  the  society  of  virtuous  peo- 
ple. No  way  has  yet  been  devised  for  interrupting  this  abominable  vice. 
Law  is  disregarded,  and  those  who  have  become  both  expert  and  bold  in 
the  profession  of  stifling  human  life  in  utero,  neither  fear  the  frowns  of 
man  nor  the  avenging  arm  of  God. 


The  Pepperell  Witchcraft.  —  A  case  of  catalepsy,  as  we  learn,  has 
lately  occurred  in  the  town  of  Pepperell,  in  this  State,  which  is  more  par- 
ticularly alluded  to  m  the  following  note  by  Dr.  Gilbert,  of  this  city. 

"  Miss  L.,  of  Pepperell,  is  supposed  to  be  prodigiously  handled  by  evil 
angeh.  I  have  been  myself  an  eye-witness  of  some  strange  occurrences, 
and  there  are  several  substantial  witnesses  to  the  same  exhibitions.  The 
facts  are  sufficiently  attested  by  Drs.  Bancroft  of  Groton,  Parker  of  Pep- 
perell, and  others  of  high  intellectual  and  professional  attainments.  The 
afflictions  of  Miss  L.,  now  about  14  years  of  age.  commenced  in  school 
by  a  loss  of  speech.  Immediately  upon  this  misfortune,  she  fell  sick  of  a 
disease  that  quickly  led  to  the  calling  in  of  physicians  and  others,  for  she 
had  odd  Jits,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  changed  so  much  in  figure 
as  to  saiisfy  her  parents  that  she  was  bnoitched.  Some  of  the  neighbors 
were  shrewd  enough  to  suspect  the  origin  of  this  mischief.  In  a  word, 
the  poor  girl  lav  cataleptic  eight  months,  perfectly  rigid,  insensible  to  all 
around,  with  her  jaws  perfectly  locked.  During  all  this  time,  there  was  a 
frequent  descent  q(  devils  upon  the  family  !  Noises  were  heard  ;  there 
was  the  horrible  appearance  of  a  black  man  with  a  tail  peeping  out  under 
his  coat,  together  with  a  foot  minus  a  boot.  This  ambassador  from  Pan- 
demonium sometimes  came  in  the  shape  of  a  white  woman  upon  a  white 
horse,  riding  right  through  the  room,  with  his  feet  up  in  the  air  !  At  an- 
other time  he,  presto,  got  into  the  churn,  preventing  the  butter  from  com- 
ino-,  and  he  could  only  be  driven  from  under  the  dasher  by  introducing 
red-hot  tongs  into  the  cream.  Sad  to  relate,  he  thus  got  a  tremendous 
burning  upon  the  ankle-joint,  and  the  sore  was  visible  to  all  who  saw  the 
spectre.  These  phantoms  came  with  their  faces  so  veiled  that  believing 
spectators  could  never  have  a  distinct  view  of  their  physiognoiny. 

"  Now  it  is  most  unchristian  and  uncivil  to  suppose  these  paroxysms  are 
feigned.  No  one  acquainted  with  the  patientor  the  family  suspects  either 
of  imposition.  The  inlelligeni  physicians  in  attendance,  and  the  neigh- 
bors, suppose   this  a  marked  case   of  catalepsy.     They  also   believe  that 
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it  was  induced  and  kept  up  by  the  continued  idea  of  ivitchcraft,  and  fur- 
ther, that  the  spectral  sights  are  the  result  of  nn  excited  imagination.  If 
such  is  the  fact,  it  admonishes  people  to  be  careful  how  they  excite  the 
marvellousness  of  their  children  by  highly  colored  fictions. 

''  These  observations  are  preliminary  to  a  detailed  account  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances that  can  be  of  interest  to  medical  men  in  regard  to  this  extra- 
ordinary instance  of  modern  witchcraft,  which  in  reality  is  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  an  exceedingly  curious  case  of  catalepsy. 

Daniel  Gilbert." 


Schenck^s  Pulmonic  Syrup. — A  while  since,  it  was  mentioned  in  a 
newspaper,  as  an  article  of  intelligence,  that  somebody  in  England  was 
getting  up  a  iieiv  kind  of  pill  I  Alas,  in  this  bequacked  section  of  the 
republic,  unprincipled  adventurers  are  incessantly  devising  something,  for 
filching  from  the  afflicted  the  last  stiver  of  their  earthly  possessions,  in  the 
shape  of  a  panacea  for  all  their  physical  woes.  One  of  the  best  things 
ever  recorded  in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  was  a  dissertation  on  the  enor- 
mous taxation  voluntarily  submitted  to  by  invalids  in  Great  Britain. 
They  inhabit  a  chamber  that  is  taxed  by  the  vvindow  through  which  the 
sun's  rays  reach  them.  They  are  bolstered  up  in  a  taxed  chair,  to  swal- 
low a  taxed  dose  that  the  apothecary  has  been  taxed  a  hundred  pounds 
for  liberiy  to  sell — at  two  hundred  per  cent,  above  its  value.  It  was  pre- 
scribed by  a  physician  taxed  for  his  faculty  and  taxed  on  his  professional 
income,  who  paid  a  direct  tax  of  a  pocket  full  of  guineas  to  be  at  liberty 
to  tax  his  patients  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability.  When  these  taxed  ope- 
rations fail  to  restore  them  for  future  taxation,  they  then  seize  with  avidity 
upon  a  multitude  of  nostrums,  which  the  law  tolerates  by  the  payment  of 
a  specific  tax.  Having  ascertained,  by  a  protracted  experience,  that  there 
is  more  certainty  in  the  effects  of  taxation  than  in  taxed  drugs  from  the 
hands  of  taxed  manufacturers,  the  poor  victim  of  unmitigated  taxation 
takes  to  his  taxed  bed,  and  surrounded  by  full  bottles  of  sovereign  reme- 
dies for  all  ails  but  taxation,  closes  his  eyes  forever  on  a  taxed  world. 
His  heirs  place  his  remains  in  a  taxed  coffin,  to  be  conveyed  to  that  place 
where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  and  the  weary  find  rest,  on  a  taxed 
hearse,  to  an  iron  tomb,  that  was  taxed  at  the  patent  office,  and  thus 
the  victim  of  taxation  sleeps  with  his  fathers  beyond  the  reach  of  further 
taxation. 

Seeing  the  vast  preparation  for  the  sale  of  Schenck's  Pulmonic  Syrup, 
which  is  for  the  "  cure  of  consumjytion,  diseases  of  the  lungs,  and  the  res- 
piratory organs,'^  we  were  led  to  the  foregoing  reflections.  The  only 
difference  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  secret 
medicines,  is,  that  there  Government  profits  by  the  imposition — £-50,000 
having  been  received  from  their  sale  in  1841  ;  but  in  the  United  Slates 
the  proprietor  gets  all  the  profit.  People  voluntarily  tax  themselves  to 
support  a  host  of  knaves  who  laugh  in  their  sleeves  at  the  credulity  of 
those  who  buy  their  medicines. 


Rare  Physiological  Impressibility. — An  author  of  a  work  on  medicine, 
who  resides  in  Boston,  assured  us,  recently,  that  he  had  produced  a  ca- 
thartic operation  in  a  most  convenient  manner,  viz.,  by  simply  putting 
one  drop  of  a  purgative    tincture    into  an  ounce  phial  filled  with  water— 
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which,  when' held  between  the  thumb  and  finger,  although  corked  tightly, 
produced  all  the  effects  which  the  same  medicine  would  have  accomplish- 
ed had  it  been  taken  into  the  stomach  !  Now  we  verily  believe  that  the 
gentleman  who  related  this  extraordinary  circumstance,  honestly  stated 
what  he  considered  to  be  strictly  true,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  opposed 
to  all  the  analogies  of  nature,  pa'thological  laws,  the  experience  of  medi- 
cal men,  and  tlie  sound  dictates  of  common  sense. 

'  In  this  city  of  Boston,  which  some  southern  editor  facetiously  calls  the 
city  of  Bedlam,  because  it  is  the  grand  resort  of  so  many  crazy  theoretical 
projectors,  there  is  a  multitude  of  amiable,  well-meaning,  philanthropic 
men  and  women,  who  are  principally  engaged  in  believing  and  propagal- 
ino-  the  last  new  humbug.  It  matters  not  what  is  presented — the  more 
absurd  and  incomprehensible  the  better,  since  it  is  their  meat  and  drink 
to  believe,  to  sustain  the  cause,  and  assist  in  the  manufacture  of  new 
converts. 

University  of  Maryland. — A  meeting  of  the  medical  graduates  of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  was  held  early  in  March,  at  which  several  com- 
plimentary resolves  were  passed  in  regard  to  the  able  and  satisfactory 
course  of  lectures  given  by  Professor  R.  W.  Hall.  This  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  was  prominently  before  the  public  in  the  "  matter  of 
impeachment  before  the  Regents  of  the  University:'  in  August  last.  His 
position,  it  strikes  us,  is  an  anomaly.  In  the  testimony  before  the  Re- 
crents,  the  object  was  to  prove  that  he  did  not  deliver  satisfactory  lectures. 
However,  after  a  patient  and  sufficiently  protracted  examination,  he  was 
left  in  statu  quo — and  now  the  graduates  make  this  declaration  :  — 

"  Whereas,  we  have  listened  with  pleasure  and  improvement  to  the 
able  and  complete  course  of  lectures  delivered  by  Professor  Hall,  in  the 
University  of  Maryland,  during  the  past  session,  and  have  been  witnesses 
of  the  care,  the  industry  and  the  learning  with  which  he  had  demonstrated 
and  impressed  every  portion  of  his  interesting  branch,  we  feel  it  due  to 
ourselves  as  a  body  and  as  individuals — to  the  Professor  as  a  mark  of  our 
hio-h  respect  for  his  talents  and  his  learning — and  to  the  public  as  a  means 
of'spreading,  if  possible,  this  well-earned  reputation,  to  express  our  thanks 
and  our  oratitude  to  him  for  his  ceaseless  efforts  throughout  the  course." 


Medical  Lectures. — By  referring  to  the  advertising  sheet,  the  announce- 
ment of  the  next  course  of  medical  lectures  at  Pittsfield,  will  be  noticed. 
This  has  become  a  stable  institution,  with  an  industrious  faculty,  who  have 
a  sino-le  eye  to  the  advancement  of  the  pupils.  The  term  commences  in 
August  next.  The  following  gentlemen  received  honorary  degrees  at 
the'' last  commencement,  viz.,  Drs.  Reuben  Champion,  Asa  Lincoln, 
Alonzo  Clark  and  Benjamin  R.  Palmer. 


Pure  Medicines.— In  the  list  of  well-conducted  apothecary  stores  in  Bos- 
ton, it  o-ives  us  pleasure  to  direct  the  attention  of  active  practitioners  in 
town  and  country,  to  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Melcalf,  in  Tremont  Row, 
who  has  established  a  well-earned  reputation.  He  is  not  only  ex- 
tremely accurate  and  judicious  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  business 
of  putting  up  prescriptions,  but  he  also  avails  himself  of  all   the   new 
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medicines  and  chemiciil  preparations  known  either  in  the  old  world  or 
the  new. 

Messrs.  Colcord  &  Babcock,  also,  have  an  e.xceedingly  orderlj'-  establish- 
ment at  No.  160  Washington  street.  They  are  untiring  in  their  exer- 
tions to  procure  the  most  approved  articles  that  can  be  produced.  Every 
physician  will  appreciate  the  value  of  a  store  like  theirs,  where  all  the  new 
medicines  may  be  had  in  their  greatest  purity. 

If  it  is  desirable  for  the  community  to  have  competent  physicians,  it  is 
also  a  public  blessing  to  have  respr.nsible  and  we!l-instrucied"apothecaries, 
who*e  characters  for  uprightness,  punctuality,  and  exactness  in  following 
the  letter  of  a  medical  direction,  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


Anatomical  and  Surgical  Draioings. — Gentlemen  wishing  the  assist- 
ance of  an  artist  to  illustrate  the  appearance  of  tumors,  wounds,  sur<j-ical 
operations,  or  anatomical  drawings,  are  particularly  recommended  to  call 
on  Mr.  Henry  G.  Fette,  No.  45  Fayette  street.  There  is  a  peculiar  accu- 
racy, beauty  and  completeness  in  his  pencillings.  Some  representations  of 
diseases  of  the  eye,  made  by  Mr.  Fette,  are  so  painfully  accurate,  as  to 
give  unpleasant  sensations  in  looking  at  them,  on  account  of  the  surpris- 
ing degree  of  vitality  he  has  infused  into  engorged  vessels.  Besides  be- 
ing a  very  deserving  man,  whose  acquaintance  is  an  acquisition,  it  is 
worth  rememb^M-ing,  by  those  who  are  in  pursuit  of  this  kind  of  artistical 
aid,  that  Mr.  F.  has  no  superiors  in  this  peculiar,  though  difficult,  line  of 
painting.  We  hope  that  such  encouragement  will  be  afforded  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  remain  here  permanently,  since,  amongst  one  hundred  and 
fifty  physicians,  considerable  employment  might  be  found  for  an  accom- 
plished, skilful  anatomical  painter. 


Causes.  Symptoms  and  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Consumption.— ^nc\\ 
is  the  title  of  a  discourse  delivered  before  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety, at  the  anniversary  meeting  in  May,  1843,  by  Charles  W.  Wilder, 
M.D.  It  has  since  appeared  in  the  Society's  annals,  where  those  who 
have  not  already  perused  it,  may  find  it  in  detail.  The  Society  has  usu- 
ally been  served,  at  its  anniversnry  meetings,  with  distinguished  ability, 
although,  as  might  be  expected,  speakers  of  various  qualifications  and 
attainments  have  at  different  times  delivered  the  addresses. 

_  At  this  late  day  it  is  unnecessary  to  allude  particularly  to  Dr.  Wilder's 
discourse.  Many  who  were  present  at  the  delivery,  presumed  to  say 
that  he  was  not  an  orator  ;  some  had  the  temerity  to  intimate  that  some- 
thing bettor  might  have  been  provided  ;  and  a  "belief  is  actually  enter- 
tained by  ourselves,  that  it  is  a  difficult  undertaking  to  please  two  hundred 
physiciiins  with  a  dissertation  on  pulmonary  consumption,  of  an  hour's 
length,  even  if  it  possessed  its  share  of  merit. 


Monument  to  Dr.  Lovell,  late  Surgeon- General. — During  the  piist 
winter  a  monument  of  unusual  dimensions,  and  great  beauty,  which  the 
medical  officers  of  the  army  caused  to  be  erected  in  memory  of  the 
late  Surgeon-General,  Joseph  Lovell,  was  placed  in  the  Congressional 
burying  ground,  near  the  city  of  Washin£rton.  The  structure,\lesigned 
and  executed   by  R.  E.  Launitz,  of  New  York,  is  of  a  rectangular  form, 
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and  in  the  Grecian  style.  Upon  a  granite  base  five  feet  square,  rests  a 
superstructure  of  the  finest  Italian  marble,  weighinc^  about  ten  tons,  and 
reaching  a  height  of  fifteen  and  a  half  feet.  A  pedestal,  formed  from  a 
solid  btock,  two  feet  six  inches  square,  and  three  feet  high,  upon  which 
the  inscriptions  are  cut,  is  raised  to  the  level  of  the  eye  upon  a  double 
plinth,  and  crowned  with  a  bold  entablature  having  its  frieze  and  cornice 
proper,  and  finished  on  two  sides  with  pediments.  Over  all  a  pyramidal 
shaft,  twenty  inches  square  at  its  foot,  rises  with  an  easy  taper  seven  feet, 
terminating  in  a  capital  formed  after  the  solemn  and  impressive  style  of 
the  ancient  sarcophagi. 

In  its  architectural  details  the  monument  is  extremely  chaste  and  una- 
dorned, but  bold  and  imposing  in  its  outline,  and  cannot  but  draw  adnii- 
ration  from  the  singular  beauty  of  its  proportions.  Appropriate  inscrip- 
tions are  cut  on  the  four  sides  of  this  well-merited  monument. 


The  University  of  New  York. — We  learn  from  a  corresponde.it  that 
the  Legislature  of  New  York  has  made  a  liberal  appropriation  of 
money,  and  with  great  unanimity,  to  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity. This  will  give  a  new  impulse  to  that  flourishing  school,  not  only 
by  warming  the  zeal  of  its  professors,  but  by  the  universal  confidence  it 
will  inspire  in  the  established  rank  and  increasing  prosperity  of  the 
institution. 

To  CoRRESPOJNDF.NTs Df.  Allen's  No.  5  of  Epidemic  Erysipelas,  Dr.  Cros- 
by's case  of  Impacted  Colon,  Dr.  Gillespie's  remarks  on  Chronic  Aphthse,  Dr. 
Paine's  Defence  of  his  Introductory  Lecture,  Dr.  Haynes's  case  of  an  over  dose 
of  Opium,  and  a  paper  on  the  cause  of  Color  in  the  Human  Family,  have  been 

received. 

DiEo,— In  Hopkinton,  Mass.,  Dr.  Calvin  Ellis,  formerly  of  this  city,  41. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  iMay  II,  36.— Males,  17;  Females,  19. 

Of  consuniption,  6— liin!;  fever,  3— rheumatic  fever,  1— marasmus,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1— scarlet 
fever,  3— old  age,  2— accidental,  1— croup,  2— intkntile,  3— disease  of  the  heart,  1— angina  pectoris,  1 — 
inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— liver  complaint,  I— dropsy,  2— typhus  fever,  1— scrofula,  1— decline, 
1— disease  of  the  brain,  1— sudden,  1— dropsy  in  the  brum,  1— unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  13— between  5  and  20  years,  1— belween  20  and  60  years,  l.'S— over  60  years,  7. 
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This  has  been  a  warm  and  dry  month;  vegetation  early  and  rapid;  a  fine  season  for  the  Oirmer  to 
commence  his  spring  labor;  flowers  and  (erest  trees  two  weeks  in  adrance  of  the  close  of  April,  1843. 
Daphne  Mezeroum  and  Crocus  in  blossom  on  8th— Trailing  Arbutus  on  10(h— Elm,  Willow  and  Alder 
on  llth— Red  Maple  on  12ih  — Polyanthus  on  13tb— Violets' on  14th— Shepardia  on  15th  — l.eatherwood 
on  16th— Feverbush  and  Hepatica  Triloba  on  17lh— Auimona  Thalictroides,  Marmosa,  on  I8lh  — Cow- 
slips and  Shadh'ish  on  19tli— Doi  Tooth  Violet  on  20th— Cherry  on  21st— Housionia  Cerulia  on  22d — 
Shadbush  and  Dandelion  on  2.3d— Peach  on  a4th  — Wild  Cherry  on  25th— Pyrus  .laponica  and  Ash  Tree 
on  26th— Wild  Columbine  on  27th— Pana.i  Quinquefolium  on  28th— Viola  Blands  on  29lh.  Ther- 
mometer ranged  from  18  to  86.     Barometer  from  29.23  to  30.24.     Rain  onlj  .35  of  an  inch. 


'^OQ  Medical  InteUisrence. 


to' 


Fibrous  Tumor  of  the  Breast.— TUe  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  of 
rans  have  lately  spent  several  days  in  discussing  the  above-named  sub- 
ject, which  had  been  introduced  by  M.  Cruveilhier.  There  seemed,  how- 
ever, very  liule  light  to  be  obtained  upon  the  matter.  The  learned  mover 
of  the  question  failed  to  shed  any,  and  each  successive  speaker  appeared  to 
be  more  in  the  dark  about  it  than  the  other.  A  correspondent  of  the 
Lrazette  des  Hopitaux  (No.  33).  explains  the  dilemma  in  which  the  honora- 
ble Academy  found  itself  placed,  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  He  says, 
"M.  Cruveilhier,  a  conscientious  and  enlightened  physician,  and  more- 
over a  Professor  of  Pathological  Anatomy,  comes  down  to  the  Academy 
one  hue  day,  and  delivers  himself  in  these  terms  :  '  Gentlemen,  there 
are  fibrous  tumors  of  the  breast,  and  they  are  common.'  Now  it  wcs 
obvious  to  us  all  along  that  no  member  of  the  Academy  had  ever  seen 
one  of  these  tumors,  so  that  it  \vould  have  been  very  natural  for  some 
one  to  have  said,  '  Will  the  Professor  be  good  enough  to  show  us  one  of 
these  bodies,  for  I  myself  have  never  either  touched  or  seen  such  a  ihin^  ?' 
But  no;  one  was  fearful  of  hurting  M.  Cruveilheir  by  seeming  to  calfin 
question  his  information  and  good  faith;  another  was  afraid  oT  exposino- 
his  own  want  of  information,  and  so  damaging  his  reputation  :  what  a 
dilemma,  had  some  journal  published  such  words  as  these—'  M  X 
never  saw  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  breast,  a  disease,  nevertheless,  which  is 
very  common  ;'  and  a  third,  by  so  simple  a  question,  would  have  cut  short 
all  discussion,  and  seen  himself  forced  to  keep  his  eloquence  bottled  up, 
which  would  have  been  very  distressing  to  him.  These  and  various  other 
reasons  account  for  the  circumstance  that  no  one  said  to  M.  Cruveilhier 
there  zs  no  such  thing  as  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  breast.  No  one  went 
lurther  than  to  say,  there  are/e2<;  fibrous  tumors  of  the  breast.  Hence 
the  harangues  which  we  have  been  compelled  to  abide,  and  those  with 
which  we  are  still  threatened."— Lont^ori  Medical  Gazette. 


Duration  of  the  Life  of  Medical  Men.—M.  Chad  wick,  in  his  "  Sanatory 
Report,''  states  that  in  the  medical  profession  examples  are  not  rare  of 
the  attainment  of  extreme  old  age;  yet  as  a  class  they  bear  the  visible 
marks  of  health  below  the  average.  The  mortuary  registration  for  ihe 
year  1839,  gives  the  following  as  the  average  age  at  death  of  persons  in 
the  three  professions  in  England  :— Clergymen,  59  ;  Lawyers,  50,  Medi- 
cal men,  45.  Only  one  medical  student  was  included  in  the  registration  ; 
had  the  deaths  of  those  who  died  in  their  noviciate  been  included,  the 
average  age  at  death  would  have  been  much  lower.  This  corresponds 
with  the  results  of  the  researches  of  Dr.  Caspar,  of  Berlin.  Yet  the 
medical  profession  is  notoriously  the  worst  paid  and  the  worst  treated  of 
all  the  three  professions— the  public,  for  whose  good  this  awful  loss  of 
life  is  sustained,  is  utterly  regardless  of  the  sacrifice. 


Glanders  in  a  Woman.— M..  Bourgeois  d'Etampes  has  lately  published, 
in  the  Bulletin  Therapeutique,  a  case  of  glanders  in  a  woman,  the  fir.U 
of  the  kind  which  has  been  observed,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  women  having 
seldom  any  thing  to  do  with  horses.  This  female,  twenty-nine  years  of 
age,  of  robust  health,  after  long  attending  to  a  horse  laboring  under  acute 
glanders,  contracted  the  disease,  and  died  in  tw^enty-two  days. — London 
La?icet. 
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HISTORY   OF   A   CASE   OF   IMPACTED    COLON. 

[Coiumuuicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

July  22,  1842,  I  was  called   to  see   H W ,  female,  aged  13. 

Had  been  under  treatment  some  months  for  diabetes.  Found  her  of 
a  pale,  sallow,  almost  bronzed  complexion  ;  with  harsh,  dry,  and  cool 
skin  ;  pulse  about  70  in  the  minute,  deficient  in  strength  and  fulness. 
She  was  petulant,  yet  indisposed  to  action  or  even  ordinary  motion.  She 
made  no  complaint,  but  wished  to  be  left  entirely  alone.  She  sat  up 
much  of  the  time,  and  seemed  of  small  constitutional  strength.  Although 
my  attention  was  directed  by  the  parents  to  the  disease  of  the  kidneys, 
yet  I  inferred,  as  the  result  of  my  examination,  that  she  was  not  then 
suffering  from  a  loo  great  flow  of  urine.  The  bowels  were  not  markedly 
full,  but  were  rather  tense  ;  there  was  no  tenderness — no  fulness  over 
the  bladder.  There  teas  a  fulness  over  the  region  of  the  left  kidney, 
which  extended  into  the  left  hypochondriac  region,  and  which,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  history  of  the  case,  I  supposed  to  indicate  some 
anomalous  morbid  condition  of  the  kidney.  I  was  informed  that  until 
within  a  day  or  two  the  bowels  had  been  regular,  but  that  they  were 
then  constipated.  Unable,  from  the  appearances  and  history  of  the  case, 
to  form  a  satisfactory  diagnosis,  I  deferred  any  further  examination,  and 
prescribed  three  powders  of  calomel  and  rhubarb  to  be  taken  every 
three  hours,  to  be  followed  by  a  purgative  draught  of  senna  and  sulph. 
magnesicE,  and  likewise  directed  the  operation  to  be  assisted  by  co- 
pious injections  of  soap  water.  Without,  however,  burdening  this  article 
with  the  extract  of  every  day's  entry  upon  my  journal,  suffice  it  to  say 
that  in  a  subsequent  examination,  had  upon  ascertaining  that  all  the 
above-mentioned  means  had  failed  to  produce  any  effect,  it  was  disco- 
vered that  the  tumor,  which  I  had  previously  supposed  to  be  connected 
with  the  kidney,  extended  in  the  course  of  the  colon  from  the  caecum  to 
the  rectum — that  it  was,  in  fact,  an  impacted  colon.  From  this  time 
every  fueans,  medicinal  and  mechanical,  devised  by  the  ingenuity  of 
man,  were  made  use  of  to  remove  the  contained  mass  of  faeces,  but  with- 
out success.  The  stomach  was  insensible  to  the  most  stimulating  ca- 
thartics. Antimony  failed  to  nauseate  or  give  pain,  even  when  given  in 
the  largest  doses.  Mechanical  distension  was  relieved  by  partial  vomit- 
ing, or,  perhaps  1  should  say,  by  regurgitation,  the  patient  having  no  sen- 
16 
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sation  of  sickness.  The  soft  parietes  of  the  abdominal  cavity  were  not 
affected  by  external  stimulation.  By  the  introduction  of  a  flexible  tube, 
the  colon  was  washed  out  to  the  acute  flexure  in  the  left  hypochondrium, 
but  no  force  or  perseverance  could  pass  any  fluid  or  bring  away  any  fae- 
cal matter  from  beyond  that  point.  In  the  first  large  evacuation  pro- 
cured by  injection,  probably  from  the  sigmoid  flexure,  there  came  away  a 
mass,  which  proved,  after  a  thorough  washing,  to  be  raspberry  seeds,  one 
pint  by  measure.  The  girl,  now  thoroughly  alarmed,  confessed  that 
about  twelve  days  before  1  saw  her,  she  had  eaten  as  many  berries,  which 
o-rew  immediately  about  the  house,  as  she  could,  and  that  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  small  evacuation  the  day  after,  she  had  not  had,  or  felt  any 
inclination  to  have,  anything  pass  the  bowels,  but  that  fearing  she  would 
be  obliged  to  take  medicine,  had  daily  deceived  her  mother — a  deception 
easy  until  two  days  before  I  was  called,  as  previously  she  had  gone  out 
every  day.  She  grew  gradually  weaker,  the  pulse  became  quicker  and 
more  feeble,  the  respiration  more  hurried  and  labored.  She  did  not  ap- 
pear to  suffer  from  pain  during  the  whole  of  her  sickness,  and  was  quiet 
until  the  30th,  when  she  was  generally  anxious  and  restless  during  the 
day,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  death  put  an  end  to  so  unequal  a 
contest. 

Autopsy. — 1  was  unable  to  procure  an  examination  of  this  body  till 
the  very  hour  before  the  burial  services — thirty-six  hours  after  death.  Of 
course,  for  want  of  time,  I  confined  my  attention  to  the  abdominal  cavity. 
The  general  complexion  of  the  body  was  dark,  with  a  yellow  tinge — a 
bronzed  skin.  The  peritoneum  was  somewhat  injected,  and  slightly 
studded  with  rose-colored  spots.  The  stomach  and  duodenum  contained 
various  medicines,  mixed  with  some  food,  and  all  but  little  changed  ; 
there  was  no  appearance  of  inflammation  about  any  portion  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal.  The  liver  was  darker  than  natuial,  and  much  softened, 
as  were  all  the  glands  of  the  cavity.  The  gall-bladder  was  of  a  natural 
size  and  of  perfect  integrity  of  structure,  and  about  two  thirds  filled  with 
a  dark-colored  bile  of  a  jelly-like  consistence ;  there  was  in  the  vi- 
cinity the  appearance  of  a  greater  than  usual  exudation  of  bile.  The 
kidneys,  and  especially  the  left,  were  enlarged  and  softened.  But  the 
principal  object  of  interest  was  the  colon.  From  the  caecum  the  ascend- 
ing and  transverse  portions  were  largely  distended  and  filled  with  a  mass 
of  a  leaden  or  clay  color,  of  the  consistence  of  thick  mortar,  but  possess- 
ing much  greater  adhesiveness  ;  it  hati  no  faecal  odor.  There  was  not 
a  uniform  consistence  to  this  mass — some  portions,  which  appeared  to 
have  been  originally  lodged  in  the  pouches,  being  firmer,  and  requiring  a 
strong  thrust  with  the  handle  of  the  knife  to  break  them.  The  density, 
at  the  acute  flexure  in  the  left  hypochondrium,  was  likewise  greater, 
shutting  up  the  intestine  at  that  point,  as  by  a  valve.  The  pouches  of 
the  colon  were  obliterated,  and  the  whole  organ  seemed  to  have  lost  its 
elasticity.  A  glance  at  the  thoracic  organs  sufficed  to  show  that  there 
was  no  morbid  alteration  of  structure  in  them. 

1  would  remark,  in  conclusion,  that   I  could   not  discover  any  exciting 
cause  for  the  above-mentioned  results,  save  the  eating  of  so  many  berries 
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on  the  10th  of  July.  But  here  tlie  great  difficulty  is  not  solved.  We 
find  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  antecedent 
condition  of  the  primae  vias  rendering  it  so  susceptible  to  impression — or 
the  state  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system,  animal  or  organic,  contributing 
to  the  result ;  upon  the  nature  of  the  shock  produced  upon  the  system 
by  the  introduction  of  that  quantity  of  crude  vegetable  matter;  or  upon 
the  existing  state  of  the  system  from  the  lOih  to  the  30th  ;  that  there 
should  have  been  no  nervous  sensation,  answering  to  the  pressure  of  so 
much  fascal  matter  in  the  rectum  and  colon,  and  that  there  should  not 
have  been  produced  pain  or  uneasiness  by  the  administration  of  the  most 
irritating  articles  of  the  materia  medica.  Interesting  questions  might  be 
multiplied,  but  they  will  occur  to  the  minds  of  any  who  may  read  this 
article.  Th.  R.  Crosbf. 

Meriden,  N.  H.,  May  1th,  1844. 

P.  S. — It  may  perhaps  be  asked  by  some,  whether  this  case  might  not 
have  demanded  an  opening  into  the  caecum,  and  the  forming  of  an  artifi- 
cial anus  ?  The  reasons  which  prevailed  to  leave  untried  such  an  ope- 
ration, were  the  previous  health  of  the  patient,  the  extent  to  which  the 
colon  was  impacted,  and  the  paralysis  that  existed  throughout  the  entire 
alitnentary  canal.  Q,ueri/ — Did  death  ultimately  occur  in  this  case  by 
the  extension  of  the  paralysis? 


EPIDEMIC    ERYSIPELATOUS    FEVER— NO.   V. 

By  J.  A.  Allen,  M.D.,  Middlebury,  Vermont. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journttl.] 

Puerperal  Fever. — In  the  form  of  epidemic  puerperal  fever  the  dis- 
ease appeared  at  Lyons,  in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  in  the  year  1750,  and  made 
shocking  havoc  among  the  puerperal  women,  and  Ponteau  regarded  it 
as  an  epidemic  erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum.  The 
same  opinion  of  the  nature  of  this  affection  was  entertained  by  Dr.  Lovv- 
der,  and  Drs.  Home  and  Young  of  Edinburgh,  who  saw  the  disease  in 
its  epidemic  form  in  the  lying-in  wards  of  the  Royal  Infirmary.  How 
so  clear-minded  a  writer  as  Dr.  Gordon,  in  his  account  of  the  disease  at 
Aberdeen,  could  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  erysipelas  and 
puerperal  fever  were  "  concomitant  epidemics, ^^  since  he  avers  that  "  a 
very  frequent  crisis'^  of  the  puerperal  fever  was  '^  by  an  external  ery- 
sipelas," is  really  unaccountable.  A  change  of  location  does  not  imply 
a  change  of  character,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  change  of  place  implies  an 
identity  of  character.  Otherwise,  a  metastasis  or  re-percussion  of  disease 
is  an  incongruity. 

In  epidemic  erysipelatous  puerperal  fever  this  metastasis  occasionally 
has  occurred.  When  it  passes  from  the  internal  location  to  the  surface, 
it  denotes  a  favorable  event.  Dr.  Nunneley,  in  his  treatise  on  erysipelas, 
refers  to  Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Nottingham,  who  had  observed  two  cases  of 
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this  description.  "  In  one  instance  of  puerperal  peritonitis,  erysipelas 
began  in  the  left  labium  pudendi  and  extended  over  larj^e  surfaces  of  the 
body,  accompanied  with  vesication  and  sloughing  of  the  cellular  mem- 
brane ;  in  the  second  case  there  was  repealed  alternations  of  puerperal 
jjeritonitis-,  and  erysipelas  on  the  surfiice."  In  another  instance,  Mrs.  R., 
of  Nottingham,  had  puerperal  f^ver  in  a  severe  form,,  in  December,  1839; 
an  erysipelas  appeared  upon  the  nates  and  extended  over  the  whole 
trunk  and  extremities  as  the  disease  was  subsiding. 

Other  lacts,  in  corroboration  of  the  identity  of  erysij>elas  and  puerperal 
fever,  are  the  analogous  symptoms  manifested  in  each  variety  of  the  com- 
plaint, when  by  metastasis,  or  otherwise,  it  locates  on  the  abdominal  viscera. 
The  extreme  tenderness  of  the  abdominal  parietes,  the  internal  pain,  the 
chills,  rigors,  and  general  distress,  are  equally  severe,  both  in  the  male  and  fe- 
male, when  the  peritoneum  or  its  embraced  organs  are  affected  with  erysipe- 
latous inflammation,  as  in  child-bed  cases  ;  and  the  appearances  on  dissec- 
tion in  these  cases  are  nearly  alike.  Two  cases  of  the  child-bed  species, 
and  two  of  the  epidemic  erysipelatous  cases,  have  been  carefully  observed 
by  the  writer,  and  no  essential  difference  could  be  detected  on  dissection  ; 
and  Drs.  Hall  and  Dexter  have  published,  in  a  late  No.  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  one  case  of  dissection  after  puerperal  fever,  and 
two  after  erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  pelvis  and  abdominal  viscera, 
and  a  very  close  resemblance  is  presented  in  their  report. 

Nunneley,  borrowing  the  idea  from  Dr.  Ferguson,  observes,  ''  It  is 
also  remarkable  that  the  blood,  both  in  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever,  is 
found  to  be  similarly  changed,  as  though  mixed  with  some  foreign  matter, 
and  decomposition  in  both  cases  takes  place  earlier  than  usual."  This  is 
an  important  fact,  and  must  have  been  noticed  by  medical  practitioners 
who  have  been  conversant  with  epidemic  erysipelatous  fever  in  its  several 
forms. 

These  facts,  and  others  might  be  adduced  if  the  occasion  appeared  to 
demand,  go  to  sustain  the  position,  that  at  certain  epidemic  periods,  puer- 
peral fever  "  is  only  one  form  of  a  diffused  iyijlammatory  action,  which, 
when  it  is  exhibited,  upon  the  surface  of  the  body,  is  called  erysipelas." 

This  conclusion  has  reference  to  one  form  of  puerperal  fever  only. 
Other  forms  obviously  do  prevail,  not  only  sporadically,  but  often  quite 
extensively  as  an  epidemic.  During  the  prevalence  of  any  of  the  ex- 
anthemata it  may  assume  their  character,  it  is  tlius  sometimes  amassed 
under  variola  or  rosalia.  In  these  instances  it  generally  proves  fatal. 
One  case  of  the  latter  form  has  fallen  under  my  own  care.  Writers  upon 
[)uerperal  fever  generally  have  neglected  to  attend  to  the  prevalent  dis- 
eases, or  to  what  Sydenham  appropriately  called  "  the  constitution  of  the 
year."  Attention  to  this  subject  would  have  prevented  the  serious  dis- 
cordance which  so  extensively  abounds  among  this  class  of  writers. 
"  They  have  seen  and  described  epidemics  differing,"  says  Dr.  Locock, 
*'  in  their  type,  their  local  accompaniments,  and  their  power  of  being  in- 
fluenced by  remedies,  and  hence,  honestly  stating  exactly  what  they  saw, 
we  have  an  explanation  of  what  would  otherwise  appear  contradictory." 
The  puerperal  cases  in  Westminster  Lying-in  Hospital,  during  the  spring 
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of  1838,  in  the  severe  instances  "were  attended  by  petechial  eruptions 
precisely  similar  to  the  spotted  fever  which  was  so  prevalent  at  that 
time  in  the  London  Hospitals." 

The  puerperal  fever.  Dr.  Collins  informs  us,  has  on  several  occasions 
become  epidemic  in  the  Dublin  Hospital  when  typhus  fever  prevailed  in 
the  city,  and  at  other  periods  when  erysipelas  was  frequently  met  with. 
In  orte  instance,  a  patient  was  admitted  laboring  under  a  bad  form  of 
ty[)hus  fever,  with  petechial  spots  over  her  body.  Two  females,  who 
occupied  tlie  beds  adjoining  hers,  were  attacked  with  puerperal  fever  and 
died.  "  In  October,  1827,  a  patient  having  typhus  was  admitted  at 
night  into  one  of  the  wards  containing  four  beds,  where  she  remained  for 
some  liours.  The  three  women  occupying  the  other  beds  were  attacked 
with  puerperal  fever,  of  whom  two  died.  Dr.  Collins  continues,  "  in 
four  epidemics  which  I  have  witnessed,  the  symptoms  were  usually  of 
the  loioest  typhoid  description,  the  pulse  being  so  feeble  and  indistinct 
as  to  make  you  dread  in  many,  even  the  application  of  leeches;  the  pa- 
tients in  several  instances  of  this  form  of  disease,  exhibiting  the  appear- 
ance of  those  laboring  under  cholera.'^  In  some.  Dr.  C.  found  the  fever 
accompanied  with  symptoms  indicative  of  the  most  active  inflammation. 
There  is,  lie  remarks,  probably  not  any  other  disease  which  exhibits  a 
greater  diversity  of  character  in  different  situations,  and  even  in  the  same 
situation  at  different  periods.  In  1838,  when  puerperal  fever  was  re- 
markably prevalent  and  more  fatal  than  was  ever  before  known  in  the 
London  Lying-in  Hospital,  it  was,  says  Dr.  Locock,  "precisely  like  that 
form  of  typhus  fever  which  often  arises  from  exposure  to  similar  mias- 
mata." In  this  instance,  the  fever  was  produced  by  a  sewer  which  had 
become  exceedingly  foul  and  offensive.  Dr.  R.  Lee,  in  his  treatise  on 
puerperal  fever,  has  reported  several  cases  whose  post-mortem  appear- 
ances exhibited  the  characteristics  of  uterine  phlebitis,  in  which  the 
symptoms  had  resembled  those  which  are  observed  in  the  to  or  st  forms  of 
typhus. 

The  preceding  facts  are  suflicient  to  show  the  great  diversity  of  cha- 
racter which  puerperal  fever  may  assume.  It  is  in  its  epidemic  form  a 
species  of  parasite.  Its  essence  or  pathological  character  is  in  a  great 
measure  dependent  on  incidental,  collateral  or  surrounding  circumstances. 
During  the  prevalence  of  specific  epidemics,  it  not  unfrequently  becomes 
epidetnical,  and  is  merged  in  the  character  of  the  prevailing  disease. 
While  Dr.  Collins  was  master  at  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  from 
1826  to  1829,  puerperal  fever  was  of  a  low,  typhoid  type,  and  typhus 
fever  with  petechial  eruptions  was  prevalent  at  the  same  time  in  the  city. 
When  epidemic  erysipelatous  fever  prevails,  it  becomes  erysipelatous,  as 
facts  have  already  been  adduced  to  prove.  In  1841,  when  our  last  ery- 
sipelatous epidemic  commenced,  I  informed  several  of  my  medical  friends 
that  we  should  soon  have  again  to  encounter  cinoihev  puerperal  epidemic. 
In  a  few  days,  my  friend  Dr.  Z.  Bass  requested  me  to  visit  a  case  with 
him,  saying,  "  It  is  just  like  the  child-bed  cases  of  1826."  It  was  so, 
and  proved  (\ital,  as  all  the  others  did  which  occurred  at  this  time. 

/>•  puerperal  fever  contagious  I     The  facts  in  relation  to  this  question 
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which  have  fallen  under  my  own  observation  are  the  following,  and  are 
confined  mostly  to  child'bed  cases  during  the  prevalence  of  erysipelatous 
fever.  In  the  winter  of  1825  and  26,  epidemic  erysipelatous  fever  pre- 
vailed very  generally  in  Middlebury,  and  [)roved  quite  fatal.  Soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  epidemic  erysipelas,  child-bed  cases  began  to 
occur,  and  proved  mortal.  The  physicians  in  attendance  almost  daily  for 
several  months  met  in  consultation,  and  were  constantly  engaged  in  visit- 
ing erysipelatous  and  child-bed  cases.  Aliout  sixty  cases  of  accouche- 
tnents  were  attended  by  the  Middlebury  physicians  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  epidemic,  and  seventeen  of  these  had  the  puerperal  fever.  And  in 
the  winter  of  1S41  and  42,  during  the  recurrence  of  the  epidemic  erysipe- 
las, there  was  the  same  intercourse  among  the  physicians,  and  the  same 
promiscuous  attendance  on  both  child-bed  and  the  distinctly-marked  ery- 
sipelatous cases,  and  about  the  same  proportion  of  those  who  endured 
parturition  had  puerperal  fever.  During  this  period  there  were  only 
about  twenty  accouchements,  and^ve  casts  of  child-bed  fever.  In  the 
winter  of  1841  and  42,  when  the  erysipelatous  epidemic  fever  prevailed 
at  Crown  Point,  N.  Y.,  my  friends,  Drs.  Haile  and  Goodrich,  had  over 
sixty  cases  of  accouchement,  and  of  these  fifteen  or  sixteen  had  puerpe- 
ral fever,  and  died.  From  these  facts  it  would  seem  that  the  same  con- 
clusion must  be  drawn  which  Hey,  in  his  treatise  on  puerperal  fever,  draws 
from  similar  results  at  Leeds.  "If,"  says  he,  "the  puerperal  fever  of 
Leeds  was  infectious,  which  by  many  it  was  thought  to  be,  it  was  so  in  a 
very  inferior  degree  to  that  of  Aberdeen ;  for  I  have  known  instances  of 
free  communication,  by  the  intervention  of  others,  between  women  in  la- 
bor or  child-bed,  and  those  afflicted  with  the  disease,  without  any  bad 
consequences."  Dr.  Hey  also  informs  us  that  ^^erysipelatous  inflamma- 
tions prevailed  during  the  whole  period  of  the  puerperal  fevcr.''^  Were 
not  the  child-bed  and  the  erysipelatous  cases  identical  ? 

[To  be  continued.] 


DR.   PAINE'S   DEFENCE   OF  HIS   INTRODUCTORY   LECTURE   AGAINST 
AN   ATTACK   BY  THE   MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL   REVIEW. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  see  by  the  April  No.  of  the  Medico-Chirurgica!  Review  that 
that  Journal,  after  being  long  passive  under  my  "  Examination  of  Re- 
views," has  ventured  upon  a  misrepresentation  of  the  objects  of  my  hum- 
ble Introductory  Lecture  "On  the  Improvement  of  Medical  Edu- 
cation IN  the  United  States,"  delivered  before  my  Medical  Class  at 
the  session  of  1842-3. 

The  Journal  is  pleased  to  complain,  in  the  first  instance,  of  my  efforts 
to  counteract  the  wretched  speculations  by  which  Liebig,  and  such  fol- 
lowers of  his  as  the  Medico-Chirurgical,  are  attempting  to  overthrow  the 
great  fabric  of  medicine.  The  Journal  is  quite  welcome  to  its  lament 
over  my  successful  efforts  in  that  particular ;  and,  having  accomplished 
the  task  which  I  had  prescribed  for  myself,  I  shall  pass  on  to  the  Re- 
viewer's misrepresentation  of  the  main  object  of  my  lecture. 
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The  Reviewer  remarks  that  the  lecturer  proceeds  to  consider  the  "  '  Im- 
provement of  Medical  Education,^  by  which,  however,  we  very  soon 
(bund,  to  our  utter  astonishment,  the  learned  lecturer  means  neither  more 
nor  less  than  lowering  the  standard  of  professional  requirements." 

Whoever  may  have  read  my  "  Examination  of  Reviews "  will  not 
be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  forecroing  statement  is  utterly  false, 'auA 
that  the  objects  of  the  lecture  are  exactly  tlie  reverse.  The  whole  arti- 
cle, turning  upon  that  misstatement,  is  equally  a  tissue  of  misrepresenta- 
tions. It  was,  however,  a  fitting  occasion  to  strike  a  blow  at  all  my 
former  efforts,  by  representing  me  in  the  attitude  of  discouraging  those 
profound  attainments  in  medicine  for  which  1  have  so  long  and  laboriously 
contended.  And  yet  who,  for  a  moment,  can  believe  that  one,  like  my- 
self, who  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  cultivation,  if  not  to  the  improvement, 
of  medicine,  should,  after  a  life  of  such  unintermitting  toil,  have  become, 
at  last,  recreant  to  the  great  cause  for  which  he  has  been  thus  long  an 
unflinching  champion  ? 

The  Reviewer  is  also  fiilse  in  attempting  to  convey  the  belief  that  my 
remarks  on  the  ••''  Improvement  of  Medical  Education  "  were  designed 
to  be  of  universal  application  ;  whereas  they  were  wholly  and  expressly 
limited  to  the  existing  state  of  society  in  the  United  States  ;  nor  is  there 
a  word  said  by  the  Reviewer  of  a  main  intention  of  the  lecturer  to  sus- 
tain the  medical  colleges  in  the  interior  of  this  country. 

No  one  laments  more  than  myself  the  difficulties  which  render  imprac- 
ticable in  this  country,  at  the  present  time,  the  high  professional  require- 
ments which  are  so  noble  in  some  of  the  Continental  schools  of  Europe. 
Nevertheless,  I  have  no  objection  to  a  comparison  between  the  practical 
habits  of  British  and  American  physicians,  and  it  may  be  a  profitable 
lesson  to  the  Reviewer  if  he  will  advert  to  the  sentiments  of  his  own 
distinguished  countrymen  upon  that  subject  as  set  forth  in  my  Medical 
and  Physiological  Commentaries,  Vol.  2,  p.  664 — 675.  And,  wlien  I 
regard  the  satirical  manner  in  which  the  Reviewer  is  pleased  to  indulge 
his  humor  towards  the  whole  profession  in  the  United  Slates,  I  mii;lu,  in 
a  spirit  of  resentment,  refer  him  to  many  late  Nos.  of  the  London  Lan- 
cet for  vivid  descriptions  of  the  existing  state  of  medicine  in  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  but  this  is  neither  conformable  to  my  taste,  nor  would  it  comport 
with  my  sense  of  justice  towards  a  large  body  of  British  medical  phi- 
losophers. And  yet,  should  I  not  offer  an  example  of  the  general 
bearing  of  this  periodical  towards  the  medical  literature  of  a  coun- 
try whose  imperishable  glory  is  largely  connected  with  that  literature, 
and  which  has  so  recently  derived  fresh  lustre  from  many  brilliant  gems 
of  the  "  sea-girt  isle,"  it  might  be  imagined  that  my  reference  to  the 
London  Lancet  is  without  foundation.  Let  us,  therefore,  have  an  exam- 
ple from  that  far-famed  periodical  of  its  late  patriotic  exhibition  of  Brit- 
ish medical  literature.     Thus,  then,  the  Lancet  : — 

"  First,"  says  its  veteran  editor,  "  with  respect  to  works  on  pathology 
and  the  practice  of  medicine.  If  we  seek  among  English  writings  on 
these  subjects  for  works  like  those  of  Andral  and  Louis,  Chomel  and 
Piorry,  and  a  host  of  other  distinguished  French  practitioners,  we  shall 
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assuredly  seek  in  vain,  finding  little  that  is  for  a  moment  comparable  with 
them,  either  in  originality  of  observation,  or  richness  of  materials." 
Again  ;  "look,  for  example,  at  the  state  of  British  piiysiology.  Of  what 
does  the  great  majority  of  our  books  on  this  subject  consist  ?  Of  com- 
pihuions  ;  of  old  views  cooked  up  as  new  discoveries  ;  of  annotated 
translations  ;  or,  at  best,  of  able  and  comprehensive  digests  of  materials 
that  were  already  before  the  pubhc  in  other  forms.  Compared  with  the 
profound  and  original  works  which  are  continually  issuing  from  the  Ger- 
man press,  how  humiliating  a  contrast  is  formed  by  English  medical  litera- 
ture."— London  Lancet,  May  6,  1843. 

But  my  present  businesses  with  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  which, 
on  a  former  occasion,  I  convicted  of  a  coward's  falsehood;  for,  unlike  its 
associate  (the  Britisli  and  Foreign  Medical  Review)  in  a  crusade  against 
my  literary  labors,  it  had  not  the  spirit  even  to  stand  by  its  own  corrup- 
tion, but  received,  with  tacit  submission,  the  brand  of  infamy.  Nor  shall 
I  be  now  restrained  from  again  indicating,  by  the  Reviewer's  own  admis- 
sions, the  spirit  which  has  hitherto  prompted  his  misrepresentations  of  the 
labors  of  American  physicians,  and  his  vituperation  of  the  American 
medical  profession.  In  the  article  with  which  my  unpretending  lecture 
has  been  honored  is  a  reference  to  a  criticism  on  Liebig's  Animal  Che- 
mistry in  the  JMorth  American  Review,  which  has  been  so  perverted  by 
the  imagination  of  the  foreign  Reviewer,  that  he  is  thrown  into  a  parox- 
ysm of  indignation  which  demanded  a  nation's  atonement.  We  read,  for 
example,  that, — 

"  With  respect  to  Dr.  Paine's  learned  coadjutor  in  the  Quixotic  at- 
tempt to  demolish  Liebig's  theories,  whose  tirade  ;)p[)eare(l,  if  we  mistake 
not,  in  the  North  American  Review  for  October,  1842,  we  shall  only  say, 
that  its  vulgar  verbosity,  unbecoming  personalities,  and  rancorous  hatred, 
of  everything  British,  render  it  perfectly  safe  from  our  notice  ;  non  tali 
auxilio,  nee  defensoribus  istis  temjyus  egetT — Medico-Chirurgical 
Review. 

Althoui{h  there  is  nothino;  of  \he  foretjoino;  nature  in  the  Review  which 
has  thus  excited  the  displeasure  of  our  critic,  it  nevertheless  suited  his 
purpose  to  have  it  so.  And,  if  the  reader  will  now  carry  his  eye  two 
pages  farther  on,  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical,  he  may  possibly  learn  that 
the  Reviewer  considered  some  pretext  important  to  a  justification  of  his 
own  malevolence  towards  a  land  from  wliicli  he  has  long  derived  a  libe- 
ral, a  generous  patronage.     We  there  find,  for  example,  that, — 

''  We  cannot  but  remark  with  satisfaction  the  fortunate  condition  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  The  '  drab-colored  men  '  may  well  make 
doctors  of  their  sons,  seeing  that  they  can  pay  the  matricidation  fee  with 
other  people's  money.  We  only  trust  that  that  very  fee  is  not  repudiated, 
and  that  in  that  very  respectable  State  there  is  in  their  dealings  with  each 
other  honor  among  thieves." 

Perhaps  I  may  now  respectfully  ask  the  Reviewer  what  is  his  opinion 
between  a  fabrication  which  imputes  to  the  North  American  Review 
"  vulgar  verbosity,  unbecoming  personalities,  and  rancorous  hatred  of 
everything  British,"  and  ilie  actual  vituperation  which  is  perpetrated  by 
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the  same  false  accuser  towards  an  honorable  profession  in  the  United 
States  ? 

Here  I  stop  ;  not  doubting  that  the  impartial  reader  will  trust  my  affir- 
mation that  I  remain,  as  ever,  a  devoted  advocate  of  the  highest  culture 
of  medical  science  ;  that  my  humble  lecture  has  exclusively  and  ardently 
for  its  objects  the  interests  and  dissemination  of  that  science  ;  and,  finally, 
may  I  not  express  the  hope  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  go  on  hereafter  in 
the  promotion  of  those  objects  without  farther  molestation,  and  especially 
without  a  rancorous  falsification  of  my  arduous  labors  in  behalf  of  medi- 
cine. I  remain,  Mr.  Editor,  very  respectfully  yours, 

jWeiv  York,  May  9,  1844.  Martyn  Paine. 


DR.   WALLACE   ON   MYOPIA. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — Continued  from  page  294.] 

Comyarison  of  the  iria  to  the  ciliary  processes  and  tnarsupium. — 
The  pupil  contracts  when  we  look  at  a  near  object — an  effect 
which  arises  from  simultaneous  action  of  the  iris  with  the  ciliary  body  ; 
and  when  the  pupil  is  expanded  by  belladonna  the  eye  is  adjusted  to 
distant  objects  from  simultaneous  relaxation.  If  we  look  at  the  iris  in  a 
concave  mirror,  or  through  a  powerful  lens,  we  find  that  the  pupillary 
margin  of  the  annulus  minor,  which  is  the  principal  seat  of  motion,  re- 
sembles the  apices  of  the  ciliary  processes  ;  that  the  contractions  lake 
place  only  at  this  margin,  and  that  the  uiiddle  of  the  fibres  of  the  iris  do 
not  increase  in  size — an  effect  which  would  take  place  if  the  membrane 
were  muscular  ;  just  as  the  middle  of  the  biceps,  or  of  any  other  univer- 
sally acknowledged  muscle,  becomes  larger  by  contraction.  The  orbicular 
fibres  are  merely  connecting  bands,  and  are,  by  the  advocates  of  muscu- 
larity, shown  by  maceration  and  putrefaction — a  method  which  is  cer- 
tainly not  adapted  to  exhibit  muscles  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  for  by 
that  very  j)rocess  they  would  be  decomposed  and  dissolved.  The  more 
we  compare  the  iris,  the  ciliary  processes  and  the  marsupium,  to- 
gether, the  more  do  we  become  convinced  that  they  are  similar  structures. 
It  is  not  necessary  that  vascular  membranes,  in  order  to  become  erect, 
should  possess  corpora  cavernosa,  as  some  of  the  advocates  for  musculari- 
ty insist,  for  that  tubes  become  erect  when  distended  may  be  easily  illus- 
trated by  experiment.  It  is  no  proof  of  the  existence  of  an  orbicular 
muscle  that  the  galvanic  fluid  applied  to  the  iris  causes  the  joupil  to  con- 
tract, for  the  impression  of  light  is  thus  produced  on  the  retina,  and  that 
impression  will  be  followed  by  the  usual  consequence.'^.  Any  person 
may  be  convinced  of  this,  by  the  often  repeated  experiment  of  placing 
a  piece  of  zinc  between  the. gum  and  upper  lip,  and  applying  the  end  of 
a  silver  spoon  to  the  eyelid,  when  a  flash  of  light  will  be  perceived  when- 
ever the  metals  come  in  contact. 

As  the  motor  nerves  of  the  eye  are  principally  derived  from  the  third 
and  from  the  fifth  pair,  whenever  additional  light  falls  on  the  retina  or 
an  indistinct  image  is  produced  on  the  retina,  the  impression  is  thence  con- 
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veyetl  to  the  brain  ;  there  follows  a  reflex  affection  of  the  motor  nerves, 
which  causes  the  pupil  to  contract,  the  ciliary  body  to  adjust  the  focus, 
the  external  muscles  to  give  the  organ  the  necessary  direction,  the  eye- 
lids and  eyebrows  to  be  drawn  together,  and  almost  all  the  muscles  of  the 
face  to  be  simultaneously  affected.  Whenever  any  part  of  the  whole 
apparatus  is  deranged,  the  eye  has  an  unmeaning  stare  ;  as  may  be  ob- 
served in  paralysis,  or  amaurosis,  or  in  some  cases  after  the  operation  fof 
squinting. 

The  simultaneous  elongation  of  the  fibres  of  the  iris  and  of  the  ciliary 
processes,  is  sliown  by  an  experiment  of  Sir  D.  Brewster.  "  He  took  a 
piece  of  paper  and  wrote  upon  it  the  three  words,  on  the  eye.  Hav- 
ing placed  a  fold  of  white  paper  behind  the  word  the,  and  two  folds  be- 
hind the  word  eye,  he  fixed  the  piece  of  paper  at  one  end  of  a  square 
draw  tube,  and  placed  his  eye  at  the  other  end,  so  thai  he  could  read  all 
the  words  by  the  transniiitt-d  light  of  a  candle  held  behind  the  paper. 
The  word  on  was  most  luminous;  the  word  the  was  less  luminous  ;  and 
the  word  eye  still  less  so.  He  now  brought  the  paper  as  near  his  eye  aS 
he  could,  without  interfering  wiili  the  perfect  distinctness  of  the  word  on. 
When  this  was  done,  no  exertion  wiiatever  conid  enable  him  to  distin- 
guish the  word  the,  and  still  less  the  word  eye.  He  then  looked  at 
them  through  a  small  aperture,  but  the  indistinctness  of  the  two  last  words 
w^as  increased.  When  he  made  the  words  the  and  eye  as  luminous  as 
the  word  on,  or  when  he  brought  another  candle  near  the  eye  so  as  to 
force  the  pupil  to  contract  still  further,  they  could  be  seen  disticlly." 

Though  acting  often  simultaneously,  the  offices  of  the  iris  and  ciliary 
body  are  totally  distinct  :  the  one  regulates  the  admission  of  light  into 
the  organ,  whereas  the  other  regulates  the  focus.  The  pupil  is  often  con^- 
tracte<l  or  dilated  without  change  of  adjusting  power;  it  is  very  often  di-» 
lated  in  myopia,  and  almost  always  contracted  in  presbyopia,  apparently 
by  efforts  of  nature  to  remedy  the  defect,  as  the  attempt  at  adjustment 
at  the  sanie  time  affects  the  iris,  and  a  stimulus  to  the  iris  affects  the  ad- 
justing organs,  as  may  be  inferred  from  Sir  David  Brewster's  experinient; 
and  from  the  fact  that  a  presbyope  holds  the  object  close  to  the  light  in 
order  to  see  more  distinctly. 

Myopia  from  defective  adjusting poiccr. — When,  by  any  cau«:e,the  cili- 
ary processes  are  preternaturally  elongated,  or  the  membranes  of  the  vitre- 
ous humor  or  of  Amnion  have  lost  their  elasticity,  the  individual  becomes 
near-sighted  ;  when  the  ciliary  processes  are  relaxed,  the  opposite  effect 
or  far-sightedness  is  produced,  provided  the  elasticity  of  the  retracting 
membranes  remains.  That  these  are  the  most  frequent  causes  of  the 
complaint  we  are  considering,  is  evident  from  the  examination  of  patients 
and  from  the  effects  of  remedies;  for  it  has  been  ascertained  by  Profes- 
sor Tully  that  a  presbyope  can  do  without  his  speetacks  when  under 
the  influence  of  slrvchnine,  a  remedy  which  produres  powerful  contrac- 
tions of  muscular  fibres,  whereas,  as  has  been  liefore  slated,  an  opposite 
effect  is  produced  by  belladonna. 

Age  and  rank  of  myopes. — The  ages  of  15  and  45  are  the  periods 
of  life  at  which  vision  is  apt    to   be   influenced   by   defective    adjusting 
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power.  At  15  there  is  an  unusual  fulness  of  the  system,  the  voice  be- 
comes hoarse,  the  beard  begins  to  grow,  the  menstrual  fluid  to  appear, 
the  mammffi  to  enlarge  and  the  sexual  organs  to  be  turgid.  The  ciliary 
processes  are  occasionally  over-distended,  and  draw  the  crystalline  so  far 
forward  that  distant  objects  cannot  be  distinctly  discerned  without  the  aid 
of  concave  spectacles.  This  is  the  lime  at  which  myopia  most  frequently 
occurs,  and  the  complaint  is  for  the  most  part  confined  to  tlie  over-indulg- 
ed, while  it  is  very  seldom  seen  among  the  lower  ranks  of  society.  Mr. 
Ware,  who  took  great  pains  to  obtain  information  on  the  subject,  says — 
"I  have  inquired,  for  instance,  at  the  surgeons  of  the  three  regiments  of 
foot-guards,  which  consist  of  nearly  ten  thousand  men  ;  and  the  result 
has  been  that  near-sightedness  among  the  privates  is  almost  utterly  un- 
known. Not  half  a  dozen  men  have  been  discharged,  nor  half  a  dozen 
recruits  rejected,  on  account  of  this  imperfection,  in  the  space  of  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  yet  many  parts  of  a  soldier's  duty  require  him  to  have 
a  tolerably  correct  view  of  distant  objects."  "  1  pursued  my  inquiries  at 
the  military  school  at  Chelsea,  where  there  are  thirteen  hundred  children, 
and  I  found  that  the  complaint  of  near-sightedness  had  never  been  made 
among  them  until  1  mentioned  it  ;  and  there  were  then  only  three  who 
experienced  the  least  inconvenience  from  it."  "  Mr.  Ware  also  mentions 
the  instance  of  a  youth  at  school,  in  whom  it  came  on  suddenlv  after 
anon)alous  nervous  s^'mptom.s.  He  was  sent  into  the  country  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  health,  with  the  recommendation  to  postpone  the  use  of 
concave  glasses  until  he  returned.     In  ten  days  he  died  suddenly." 

Puberty  is  not  the  only  period  at  which  myopia  occurs.  "  A  gentleman 
who  had  found  it  necessary  to  use  convex  glasses  at  the  age  of  40,  began 
when  he  was  50  to  see  distant  objects  indistinctly,  and  was  obliged  to 
employ  a  concave  glass  (number  six)  for  distant  sight,  though  he  still 
used  convex  glasses  of  the  first  number  for  reading.  A  woman  of  50, 
who  had  become  presbyopic,  was  attacked  with  dimness  of  sight  and 
slight  inflammation  of  one  eye,  for  which  copious  evacuations  were  ne- 
cessary. On  recovery,  she  found  herself  near-sighted,  and  required  con- 
cave glasses  of  the  fifth  number  for  seeing  distant  objects.  Jn  a  lady 
who  had  long  been  presbyopic,  inflammation  of  the  eyes  occurred,  re- 
quiring leeches  and  other  means.  When  she  got  well  she  could  read 
without  her  glasses  ;  but  the  presbyopia  returned  in  a  few  weeks." — 
[Ware,  as  quoted  by  Lawrence.] 

Although  the  ciliary  processes  be  preternaturally  distended,  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  are  deprived  of  a  certain  amount  of  relaxation.  Most 
myopes  can  read  a  small  print  at  two  different  distances,  and  with  a  sin- 
gle lens  of  the  proper  concavity  ihey  can  see  distinctly  at  all  distances, 
which  they  could  not  do  without  different  lenses  if  the  eye  were 
deprived  of  adjusting  power,  as  was  probably  the  case  in  the  instance 
already  related,  where  the  person  was  obliged  to  use  a  concave  glass  for 
viewing  distant  objects,  and  a  slightly  convex  glass  for  reading. 

Those  who  are  engaged  in  occupations  which  require  the  long-conti- 
nued employment  of  the  eyes  on  minute  objects,  as  watch  makers,  en- 
gravers, type  setters,  literary   persons,   kc,   are   more   apt   to   become 
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near-sighted  than  those  whose  business  it  is  to  look  at  larger  objects.  Mr. 
Lawrence  attended  a  book-sale,  and  found  that  out  of  twenty-three  per- 
sons who  were  present,  twelve  of  the  number  wore  glasses. 

Like  several  oilier  affections  of  the  eye,  myopia  is  sometimes  hereditary, 
the  children  of  myopic  parents  being  more  apt  than  others  to  be  affected 
with  the  disease. 


DEATH    BY   AN   OVEU  DOSE   OF   OPIUM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  a  brief  account  of  a  case,  which  came  under  my 
observation  not  long  since,  of  the  sudden  death  of  an  individual,  caused, 
probably,  by  an  over  dose  of  opium  administered  by  a  man  styling  him- 
self an  Indian  Doctor.  The  case  has  caused  a  good  deal  of  excitement 
in  this  vicinitv. 

On  April' 15th,  about  mid-day,  I  was  called  to  visit  a  Mrs.  Sleeper, 
who  had  been  a  litde  indisposed  for  twelve  hours  with  a  slight  attack  of 
asthma,  to  which  she  had  been  subject  for  several  years ;  but,  for  the  last 
year,  had  had  less  of  it  and  enjoyed  better  health  in  every  respect  than 
for  ten  years  previous.  For  the  last  eight  years,  I  had  always  attended 
upon  Mrs.  S.  during  these  attacks,  which  were  always  rather  slight,  and 
1  never  met  with  any  difficulty  in  subduing  the  disease  in  due  time.  At 
this  time,  Mrs.  S.  having  heard  of  the  skill  of  the  "  Indian  Doctor," 
thought  that  she  must  try  him,  and  accordingly  called  him  in  about  three 
hours  before  her  death. 

While  examining  the  patient,  and  about  five  minutes  after  my  arrival 
in  the  sick  chamber,  the  "  Indian  Doctor "  came  in.  I  inquired,  before  the 
family,  what  had  been  given  Mrs.  S.  The  doctor  replied,  "antimony 
and  ipecac."  I  inquired  if  it  was  the  wine.  He  replied,  "  yes."  1  asked 
if  any  other  medicine  had  been  given.  He  said,  ''  the  acetate  of  mor- 
phia, in  powder."  The  family  say  that  "this  powder  was  as  large  as  a 
large  pea,"  also  that  "he  gave  another  powder,  which  was  of  lighter  color 
and  about  the  same  size."  After  the  above  conversation  had  passed,  the 
doctor  left  the  room. 

I  found  Mrs.  S.  laboring  under  the  following  symptoms.  The  surface 
of  the  body  moist;  countenance  contracted;  pulse  slow  and  distinct, 
about  forty  per  minute ;  convulsions  ;  slow  and  laborious  breathing ;  pupil 
contracted  ;  congestion  of  the  veins  about  the  head  and  neck.  The 
pulse  continued  to  grow  less  and  less  distinct,  and  in  about  ten  minutes 
after  the  "  Indian  Doctor"  left  the  chamber,  the  patient  was  dead. 

Post-mortem— nhoul  twelve  hours  after  death,  in  the  presence  of 
Drs.  Tripp  and  Renton,  and  my  students.  The  patient  medium  size  and 
rather  spare  habit.  The  surface  of  the  body  natural,  excepting  the  con- 
gestion above-mentioned.  The  usual  incision  for  exposing  ihe^thoracic 
and  abdominal  viscera.  The  lungs  were  healthy  and  natural.  The  heart 
perfectlv  so.  The  abdominal  viscera  were  all  healthy,  excepting  the  mu- 
cous coat  of  the  stomach,  which  was  a  little    injected,  showing  slight 
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traces  of  inflammation.  Tl;e  examination  was  not  prosecuted  failher,  on 
account  of  the  friends  wishing  to  move  the  corpse  some  distance. 

The  "  Indian  Doctor  "  lelt  this  j)lace  the  next  day,  and  where  he 
now  is,  no  one  in  this  place  knows.  But  in  all  probability  he  is  located 
in  some  section  of  our  country,  where  he  is  dealing  out  medicines  with 
which  he  professes  to  have  nothing  to  do,  to  the  destruction  of  the  health 
and  lives  of  those  who  are  foolish  enough  to  consult  the  man,  whose 
vacant  countenance  would  disgrace  a  wigwam,  where  often  so  n)uch 
talent  and  quick  perception  are  seen.  T.   Haynes. 

Concord,  N.  H.,  May,  1844. 


MORTALITY   AMONG   CHILDREN   L\   ST.   LOUIS. 

[Dr.  y.  J.  FouRGEAUD  has  prepared  some  interesting  statistics  relating  to 
the  di.seases  and  deaths  of  ciiildren  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  during  thelast 
three  years,  which  are  published  in  the  last  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
of  that  city.  We  copy  some  of  the  results,  as  they  relate  to  a  subject  of 
general  interest  and  importance.] 

Population  of  St.  Louis  in  1841,  30,000.  Latitude,  38  deg.,  37  rnin., 
28  sec.     Longitude,  90  deg.,  15  rnin.,  39  sec.  west  of  Greenwich. 

In  the  year  1841  there  were  935  deaths  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis: — 
447  of  which  were  persons  over  7  years  of  age  ;  and  488  were  children 
under  7  years  of  age. 

The  mortality  among  children  under  7  years  of  age  was  greater  than 
among  persons  over  that  age  ;  the  difference  being  41  in  flavor  of  the  lat- 
ter. The  ratio  of  mortality  among  children,  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
population,  was  as  1  to  61.  The  month  of  July  was  the  most  fatal, 
both  to  children  and  adults. 

In  the  year  1842,  there  were  658  deaths  :— 388  of  which  were  per- 
sons over  7  years;  and  270  were  children  under  7. 

This  year  was  peculiarly  favorable,  especially  to  children  ;  only  270 
having  died,  being  218  less  than  in  1841,  and  375  less  than  in  1843. 
The  whole  number  of  deaths  was  658  ;  277  less  than  in  1841,  and  481 
less  than  in  1843.  This  was  a  very  moderate  mortality  for  a  city  having 
at  least  30,000  inhabitants.  The  ratio  of  mortality  among  children,  in 
proportion  to  the  whole  population,  was  as  1  to  111. 

in  the  year  1843  there  were  1139  deaths— 494  of  which  were  persons 
over  7  years  ;  and  645  were  children  under  7. 

This  shows  a  great  increase  of  mortality,  especially  among  children  ; 
645  having  died,  making  the  aggregate  number  of  deaths  among  them 
amount  to  151  over  that  of  all  other  persons  over  7  years  of  age. 
July,  August,  September  and  October  were  peculiarly  unfavorable°to 
infants ;  no  less  than  477  having  died  during  these  four  months.  August, 
particularly,  seemed  to  have  been  the  most  fatal  for  them  ;  209  halving 
died  in  that  month.  The  ratio  of  mortality  among  tliem,  in  proportion  to 
the  whole  population,  was  as  I  to  46. 

Thus,  there  were   1403  deaths  among  children  under  7  years  of  age 


322  Mortality  among  Children  in  St.  Louis. 

in  ihe  course  of  the  last  three  years.  The  number  of  fatal  cases 
a.noiur  persons  over  that  age  amounts  to  1329,  being  74  less  than  among 
children.  The  whole  mortality  in  St.  Louis  for  that  period  amounts  to 
2732,  including  adults  and  children.  Thus  the  average  mortality  of  tins 
place  rates  at  9IO5  per  annum,  or  as  1  to  33. 

The  four  first  months  of  the  year  were  most  favorable  to  children, 
April  especially,  only  25  having  died  in  this  month  during  the  three 
years  July,  Auoust,  September  and  October  were  the  most  unfavor- 
able, especially  July  and  August,  313  having  died  in  the  former  and  322 
in  the  latter  month  in  three  years. 

Durin<T  these  three  years,  the  diseases  most  fatal  to  children  were, 
cholera  infantum  (238)  and  convulsions  (147  :  total,  385).  The  whole 
number  of  deaths  among  children  being  1403,  if  we  deduct  from  this 
number  297  cases  reported  ns  unknown,  we  will  have  1106  Jcnown  cases; 
and  we  will  perceive  that  these  two  maladies  alone  (cholera  infantum 
and  convulsions)  have  carried  to  the  grave  more  than  one-third  of  the 
whole  number  of  children  ivhose  diseases  were  recorded. 

Respecting  convulsions,  we  deem  it  only  necessary  to  remmd  the  read- 
er that  generally  they  are  but  a  symptom  of  other  diseases,  such,  for  in- 
stance, as  encephalitis,  meningitis,  &£C.  ;  they  are  often  sympathetic,  and 
produced  by  atFeciions  distinct  from  those  of  the  nervous  centres,  as 
dentition,  worms,  he.  ;  lastly,  they  may  be  essential  or  idiopathic;  but 
these  cases  are  said,  by  our  most  distinguished  pathologists,  to  be  ol  rare 
occurrence.  We  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  Uiis  sub- 
ject, and  entreat  them  to  abandon  the  vague  term,  "  convulsions,  when  it 
denotes  but  a  symptom,  and  call  diseases  by  their  proper  names.  We  urge 
this  because,  as  we  have  already  said,  they  are  a  symptom  attendant  on 
different  diseases  which  it  would  be  dangerous  to  confound.  We  s'lould 
err  in  believing  that  during  the  last  three  years  147  children  have  died  of 
'' convulsions,  essential  or  idiopathic;''  we  can  only  conclude,  that  dur- 
ing that  time  147  have  been  the  victims  of  different  diseases,  having 
convulsions  for  a  symptom. 

Of  the  233  children  who  died  of  cholera  infantum,  the  number  ot 
males  far  exceeds  that  of  females.  With  one  solitary  exception,  this 
was  invariably  the  case  during  the  summer  months  of  the  three  years 
recorded.  We  know  not  whether  this  fact  is  of  general  occurrence,  or 
whether  it  has  been  before  remarked  by  any  author.  We  respectfully 
request  the  physicians  of  other  cities  to  examine  and  decide  the  matter. 
Opposed  as  we  are  to  hypotheses,  which  have  so  often  misled  our  science, 
and  knowing  no  good  reasons  by  which  to  account  for  this  disproportion, 
so  uniform  °in  the  statistics  of  this  place  for  the  last  three  years,  we 
merely  call  attention  to  the  fact,  and  refrain  from  all  speculative  ex- 
planations. J  1    I  •      OOO    f 

The  deaths  from  cholera  infantum  average  in  Philadelphia  232  lor 
each  year ;  population,  200,000.  In  Washington,  44  ;  population,  18,000. 
In  St.  Louis,  79  ;  population,  30,000.  . 

Thus,  in  Philadelphia,  there  is  1  death  from  cholera  infantum  lor 
every  862  inhabitant.  In  Washington,  1  do.,  411  do.  In  St.  Louis, 
1  do.,  375  do. 
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Thus,  we  see  that,  in  other  places  as  well  as  this,  the  disease  often 
baffles  the  most  skilful  physicians.  It  is  true  that  the  mortality  occasion- 
ed by  this  bane  of  infancy  during  the  past  year  in  St.  Louis  was  most 
alarming — amounting  to  233,  which  was  in  the  ratio  of  1  in  every  126 
inhabitants.  But  the  cause  of  this  I  sincerely  believe  to  be  the  want  of 
proper  medical  attendance.  1  neither  desire  nor  intend  to  insinuate 
aught  against  my  fellow  practitioners;  on  the  contrary,  our  city  has 
reason  to  be  proud  of  her  physicians.  It  is  not  to  them,  nor  to  their 
mal-practice,  that  this  great  mortality  must  be  attributed.  Mothers!  it 
is  because  you  neglect  to  seek  their  aid  ;  it  is  because  you  do  not  employ, 
or  employ  them  too  late,  that  so  many  of  your  offspring  are  torn  from 
your  embraces.  Every  boat  brings  us  a  multitude  of  poor  families  unable 
to  fee  a  physician.  True,  no  man  deserving  that  title,  and  the  respect 
due  to  it,  would  refuse  his  advice  and  attendance  because  a  suffering 
being  could  not  show  the  price  of  the  consultation.  Often  money  can- 
not pay  the  physician.  His  reward — the  greatest,  the  noblest,  is  in  his 
heart — in  his  conscience.  A  philanthropic  institution  has  been  estab- 
lished in  this  city — an  institution  consecrated  to  the  poor — the  dispensary. 
But  either  they  know  it  not,  or  neglect  to  avail  themselves  of  its  aid. 
Old  nurses  and  charlatans  are  resorted  to;  substances  injurious,  perhaps 
poisonous,  for  the  infant  invalid  are  administered  in  repeated  doses,  and 
the  poor  baby  dies,  less  the  victim  of  disease,  than  of  unwise  remedies 
employed  for  its  relief. 
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S/udying  Medicine  in  Persia. — The  following  letter  was  received  last 
week  from  a  younar  brother  of  the  Nestorian  Bishop,  Mar  Yohanan,  who 
travelled  through  the  United  States  under  the  patronage  of  the  American 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  about  eighteen  months  ago.  He  is  studying 
medicine,  under  disadvantages  which  would  utterly  discourage  any  per- 
son less  determined  than  himself,  to  learn  how  to  relieve  the  physical  ills 
of  his  oppressed  countrymen.  It  need  not  be  supposed  that  the  orihogra- 
phy  or  syntax  of  the  letter,  which  we  publish  without  alteration,  is  a 
sample  of  his  scholarship.  He  writes  in  a  language  which  he  probably 
has  heard  spoken  only  incidentally,  by  the  resident  missionaries,  who 
have  no  occasion  for  the  use  of  their  vernacular,  in  that  distant  part  of 
the  world,  unless  they  teach  it  as  an  accomplishment  to  an  ambitious,  in- 
quisitive native,  who  submits  to  the  severe  drudgery  of  acquirinjj  the  Eng- 
lish language  that  he  may  acquaint  himself  with  the  literature  of  the 
people  who  speak  it.  In  the  Persian,  Arabic,  &c.,  the  writer  is  unques- 
tionably distinguished  for  his  attainments.  This  is  inferred  from  the  po- 
sition he  holds  in  that  society  where  his  brother  is  the  great,  learned  and 
influential  man  of  the  country. 

On  reading  the  communication,  should  any  of  our  medical  friends  feel 
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a  disposition  to  assist  this  young  man  in  the  way  of  sending  him  a  few 
books  on  medicine  and  surgery,  they  would  confer  an  important  favor. 
Whatever  may  be  left  at  this  office,  to  be  sent  to  him,  will  be  forwarded 
by  the  earliest  conveyance.  And  we  recommend  it  to  those  who  may 
have  duplicates  in  their  library,  if  no  others  sympathize  in  his  case,  to 
send  them  to  the  young  medical  student  of  Oroomiah  in  Persia. 

^^Oroomiah,  December  21,  1843. 
"  Jerome  V.  C.  Smith,  M.D. 

"  My  dear  Friend, — My  brother  Mar  Yohanan  told  me  about  you. 
I  wish  verv  much  to  find  some  friends  in  America.  I  desire  to  correspond 
with  you.  I  am  a  Nestorian  man.  Mar  Yohanan's  brother.  I  am  studing 
Medical  boolis  with  Doctor  Wright.  If  you  will  be  kind  to  me,  will  you 
send  some  Medical  books  for  me,  we  have  no  in  this  country  such  books. 
Doctor  Bass  have  send  it  some  Medical  books  for  me,  but  they  are  old  books 
is.  You  gave  one  for  my  brother  Mar  Yohanan,  one  Smith's  Class  Book 
of  Anatomy.  He  brought  it  heare  ;  I  am  reading  with  it  every  day  one 
hour  with  Doctor  Wright.  I  think  it  is  ten  years  I  am  studieing  the 
English  language.  I  wish  very  much  to  learn  your  language.  I  hope  in 
God  shall  learn  by  and  by,  if  my  friends  please.  If  you  please  My  dear 
you  may  write  for  me  a  letter.  I  wish  to  write  your  language  very  much, 
i  read  and  understand  prety  well,  but  I  canot  speak  very  well.  If  shall 
write  letters  perhapps  shall  I  learn  write  and  speak.  I  wish  to  find  a  friend 
to  write  him  every  month  that  he  may  answere  me.  I  wrote  great  many 
letters  to  America,  and  I  also  receive  letters  from  them.  I  am  very  glad 
to  write  you  a  small  letter.  I  think  you  will  find  very  many  mistakes 
in  it,  because  I  am  not  learned  very  well  writting.  Mar  Yohanan  send 
very  many  complements  to  you  and  to  your  family.  He  inquired  after 
your  health.  If  you  please  will  you  give  his  love  to  all  your  friends  at 
boston,  and  to  D.  Anderson.  My  dear  friend  remember  with  your  pray- 
ers, do  not  forget.  I  will  be  thankful  to  you,  I  will  not  forget  you.  I 
will  remember  all  the  time. 

"  My  dear  friend,  our  country  is  not  so  good,  Mohamadens  opressing 
very  much.  They  teak  our  doughters  by  force  and  give  very  much  trou- 
ble for  us.  We  pray  God  that  he  may  deliver  us  from  their  hands.  All 
your  people  may  pray  for  us,  perhaps  God  will  hear  their  voice,  may  de- 
liver us  from  dificultes,  from  opression  of  the  Mohammadens  and  sin. 
We  pray  God  that  he  may  keep  your  people  from  all  dificults  and   harm. 

"  May  the  Lord  bless  you  and  give  you  kingdom  of  heaven  and  bless 
with  all  his  blessings  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Excuse  this  poor  letter 
from  affectionate  friend  Joseph  Son  of  George  of  Gavalan,  Mar  Yohanan's 
brother." 

Smallpox  in  Porto  Cabello. — The  following  letter,  under  date  of  April 
23d,  from  Wm.  T.  Mann,  Esq.,  who  is  connected  with  the  American 
Consulate  at  Porto  Cabello,  was  received  by  the  barque  Aniii,  which  ar- 
rived at  Boston  on  Wednesday  last.  The  editor  acknowledges  his  obli- 
gations to  Mr.  Mann  for  his  polite  attentions,  and  also,  in  past  times,  for 
many  interesting  items  of  medical  intelligence  which  he  has  communi- 
cated for  the  Journal. 

"  Puerto  Cabello,  April  23, 1844.      . 

"  Dr.  J.  V,  C.  Smith.— My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  thought  it  would  not  be 
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uninteresting  to  you  to  learn  that  for  some  months  past  the  smallpox  has 
prevailed  in  this  place.  The  first  cases  occurred  here  in  the  month  of 
November,  and  were  denominated,  by  the  faculty,  varicella,  and  not  until 
about  the  last  of  February  were  they  willing  to  admit  it  publicly  as  the 
smallpox.  There  has  happened  here,  since  that  time,  at  least  350  cases. 
The  deaths  at  least  50;  but  those  who  have  been  properly  vaccinated, 
have  sufl^ered  but  slightly.  The  population  here  is  about  6000  ;  and 
when  you  consider  the  slate  in  which  the  lower  class  of  people  here  live, 
and  the  few  advantages  they  possess  in  either  lodging,  attendance  or  bed- 
ding, the  loss  of  life  may  be  said  to  be  small.  The  great  temerity  of  all 
the  native  population  has  also  increased  the  mortality.  The  Port  Doctor 
pronounces  it  to  be  contagious  by  the  atmosphere.  All  the  neighboring 
ports  and  interior  towns  placed  us  in  quarantine — a  "  cordon  sanitaire  " 
being  placed  on  all  the  roads  leading  inland.  You  may,  of  course,  readily 
understand  that  all  this  has  seriously  afTeeted  our  mercantile  operations. 

"  Not  a  ?,mg\e  foreigner  has  died  with  the  disease,  and  the  deaths  have 
been  confined  to  either  the  lower  class  of  people,  or  those  who  from  the 
fear  of  their  friends  or  from  some  gross  inattention  or  imprudent  act  did 
not  lake  proper  care  of  themselves,  or  were  not  properly  nursed  by  others. 
Our  Consul,  in  whose  family  I  live,  had  eight  down  with  it  at  once. 

"  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  our  neighbor  Laguayra  has  not  yet  been 
afTeeted  by  it — the  nearest  ports  to  us  where  it  has  yet  happened,  being 
Maracaybo  and  St.  Thomas.  The  others  must,  however,  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded, soon  feel  it.  I  am  yours  truly,         Wm.  T.  Mann." 


Pancoast's  Operative  Surgery.'^ — This  quarto  volume — one  of  the 
most  costly  that  has  ever  been  sent  abroad — is  a  production  of  much 
value.  Great  books  have  been  called  great  evils  ;  but  we  are  sure  this 
cannot  be  said  of  such  works  as  this,  with  a  single  ray  of  truth.  Al- 
though there  is  no  scarcity  of  text-books  on  operative  surger^^  yet  there 
is  a  choice  to  be  made,  since  some  are  belter  than  others.  In  this  country 
there  is  a  commendable  zeal  manifested  to  raise  surgery  to  the  highest 
degree  of  excellence.  Our  surgeons  have  always  acted  with  prompti- 
tude in  extending  a  knowledge  of  the  discoveries  of  foreign  operators, 
and  it  is  now  acknowledged  that  many  of  them  are  themselves  amongst 
the  most  successful  surgeons  in  the  world.  With  all  the  advantages 
growing  out  of  an  extended  public  confidence,  the  practice  of  hospitals, 
and  an  untiring  determination  not  only  to  succeed,  but  to  excel,  a  body  of 
skilful  operators  has  grown  up  in  the  United  States,  of  which  a  nation 
may  justly  be  proud.  In  the  category  of  eminent  men  who  are  devoted 
to  the  interests  and  progress  of  operative  surgery,  is  Dr.  Pancoast,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, a  gentleman  of  distinguished  attainments — the  evidence  of  which 
is  the  treatise  before  us,  the  largest  and  richest  that  has  ever  appeared  in 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  which  it  treats. 

This  work  contains  the  very  essence  of  all  others  extant,  in  the  fewest 
words,  interwoven  with  which  are  the  author's  individual  views  and  ex- 
perience.    In  short,  it  is  a  practical  guide  for  using  every  surgical  instru- 

*  A  Treatise  on  Operative  Surgery,  comprising  a  description  of  the  various  processes  of  the  art, 
Including  all  the  new  operations,  exhibiting;  the  state  of  surgical  science  in  its  present  advanced  con- 
dition. With  eighty  plates,  containing  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  illustrations.  By  Joseph  Pancoast, 
M.D.,  Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  an<I  Surgical  Anatomy,  in  JelTiTsoii  Medical  College,  &,c. 
J'hiladelphia  :  Carey  A;  Hart.     Large  (juarto,  pp.  380.     1844. 
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raent.  There  are  4S6  illustrations — representing  the  seal  of  operation, 
instruments  to  be  used,  and  the  posiiions  of  the  operator's  hands,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  assistant.  This  last  is  a  peculiar  advantage,  which  the 
whole  profession  will  have  occasion  to  acknowledge.  Dr.  Huston  says,  in 
his  Examiner,  "  For  the  accuracy  of  the  descriptions,  anatomical  and  sur- 
gical, the  profession  need  no  higher  guaranty  than  the  well-known  char- 
acter of  the  author  as  an  experienced  surgeon  and  profound   anatomist." 

The  artists  who  contributed  to  the  completion  of  this  beautiful  under- 
taking, from  the  designer  of  the  figures,  through  the  whole  range  of 
lithographers,  compositors,  &c..  down  to  the  binder,  have  shown  them- 
selves masters  of  their  several  departments.  Dr.  Pancoast  has  accom- 
plished a  labor  which  must  be  gratifying  indeed  ;  and  we  congratulate 
him  on  the  successful  termination  of  an  enterprise  that  is  as  creditable  to 
the  chirurgical  character  of  our  country,  as  it  is  to  his  own  skill,  energy, 
literary  perseverance,  and  devotion  to  a  calling  which  has  already  raised 
him  to  an  enviable  distinction. 


Vvfitness;  of  Gelatine  for  the  Sick. — The  French  Academy  of  Sciences 
has  decided  that  the  use  of  gelatine  in  hospitals  is  injurious  to  the  patients, 
as  it  has  no  nutritive  properties,  and  lends  to  create  cutaneous  diseases, 
as  does  gruel,  when  the  effects  are  not  counteracted  by  a  more  generous 
diet. 

Epidemic  Varicella. — A  disease  bearing  a  resemblance  both  to  smallpox 
and  chickenpox  has  appeared  at  Longueuil,  Lower  Canada,  exceedingly 
violent  in  its  character.  More  than  five  hundred  persons,  say  the  pa- 
pers, are  down  with  it.  Vaccination  is  no  protection,  and  hence  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  malady  is  chickenpox. 


Honors  Abroad. — Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  has  been  elected  a  correspond- 
ing member  of  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences.  Dr.  Molt,  of  Nevy 
York,  was  a  second  candidate.  Many  medical  gentlemen  of  this  country 
have  received  diplomas,  of  late,  from  learned  societies  in  various  parts  of 
Europe. 

Dr.  Hoive's  Fracture  Apparatus. — In  printing  Dr.  Howe's  remarks  on 
fractures,  in  the  Journal  of  week  before  last,  his  explanation  of  the  letters 
on  the  cut,  which  was  written  on  a  separate  strip  of  paper,  was  mislaid, 
and  its  omission  was  not  noticed  till  the  paper  accidentally  came  to  light 
a  day  or  two  since.  The  cut  was  in  itself  so  well  designed,  and  its  exe- 
cution so  perfect,  that  this  omission  was  comparatively  of  little  import- 
ance;  still  the  letters  on  the  cut  need  some  corresponding  explanatory 
ones,  and  we  therefore,  without  hearing  from  Dr.  H.,  insert  the  explana- 
tion here  : — "a,  the  swathe  :  b  b,  the  attachment  of  the  swathe  to  the  bed- 
stead ;  c  c,  broad  ligatures  to  confine  the  leg  to  the  splint,  but  thrown  open 
to  show  the  conrass  bands;  d,  the  windlass  on  which  is  wound  the  ex- 
tending straps." 

Fractures  of  the  Radius. — Mr.  O'Shea  states,  in  the  London  Lancet, 
that  in  the  treatment  of  these  fractures,  he  usually,  having  first  made  ex- 
tension sufficient  to  bring  the  fractured  portions  in  situ,  applies  two  splints, 
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one  anteriorly,  the  other  posteriorly  to  the  fnre-arm,so  that  when  the  arm 
is  flexed,  both  splints  are  in  a  plane  with  the  horizon,  and,  having  supi- 
nated  the  hand  as  much  as  possible,  directs  his  patient  to  keep  it  in  that 
position  ;  he  thus  rotates  outwards,  not  inwards,  and  the  consequence  is  a 
straight  arm  and  an  useful  hand. — London  Medical  Times. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  D.  Williamson  has  been  appointed  comptrol- 
ler of  New  York. — A  woman  recently  died  in  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  Poor- 
house,  at  the  age  of  109  years. — The  buxome  young  widow  Hahne- 
mann, widow  of  the  homceopathist,  who  resides  in  Paris,  has  given  notice 
that  she  has  received  the  degree  of  M.D.  She  says,  "  1  deserved  the 
title  by  my  labors,  and  it  was  conferred  upon  me  by  a  special  diploma.'" — 
Epidemic  erysipelas  is  prevailing  with  puerperal  fever  at  Penn's  Valley, 
Penn.  It  is  "said  also  to  be  prevalent  at  Cincinnati. — Dr.  R.  M.  Huston  is 
president  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society. — An  Essay  on  the  Phi- 
losophy of  Medical  Science,  by  Dr.  Bartlett,  is  announced  ;  also  the  Prac- 
titioner's Manual,  by  Dr.  T.  D.  Mitchell,  of  Philadelphia. — Dr.  Washing- 
ton L.  Ailee,  of  Lancaster,  Penn.,  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of 
Chemistry,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  He 
has  a  good  surgical  reputation. — Dr.  David  Gilbert,  of  Gettysburg,  in  the 
same  State,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  same  School. 
— Dr.  Bartlell's  work  on  Typhus  and  Typhoid  Fevers,  is  highly  praised 
in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review. — The  French  Academy  of 
Sciences  has  awarded  1200  francs  to  M.  Stromeyer,  for  having  first  do- 
vised  and  tried  the  operation  for  strabismus  on  the  dead  body,  in  1838; 
and  the  same  sum  to  M.  DiefTenbach  for  having  first  performed  it  on  the 
living  subject  in  1839. — Chloride  of  zinc,  liquefied  by  exposure  to  the  air, 
is  said  to  be  good  for  toothache. —  A  colossal  statue  of  Vesalius,  in  bronze, 
eleven  feet  high,  is  to  be  erected  at  Brussels  on  the  18th  of  July,  1845. — 
It  is  thought  that  the  late  Sir  Henry  Halford  realized  more  money  for  his 
practice  than  any  other  physician  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates. — Ery- 
sipelas has  appeared  in  Norwich,  Hampshire  Co.,  and  proves  very  fatal. 
— A  new  law  respecting  medical  practice  has  passed  the  New  York  As- 
sembly. We  shall  publish  it  next  week,  and  also  the  proceedings  of  the 
Monroe  Co.  Medical  Society. 

To  Correspondents. — A  paper  on  the  Beard,  and  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Barnstable  District  Medical  Society,  are  on  file  for  publication.  Additional  pa- 
pers from  the  second  reporter  of  the  Buckland  case  have  been  received,  and  are 
under  consideration. 

Married,— At  Sudbury,  Mass.,  Thomas  Stearns,  M.D.,  to  Miss  E.  Moore.— 
Almon  Z.  Bardin,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Harriet  N.  Atwood.— At  Grafton,  Dr.  Josiah  Kit- 
tredge,  of.  Nashua,  N.  H.,  to  Miss  Susan  B.  Brigham,  of  G.— In  Concord,  N.  H., 
Dr.  C.  T.  Berry  to  Miss  Clara  D.  Chadboiirne,  dausrhter  of  Dr.  Thos.  Chadbourne. 

Died,— In  Sterling,  Dr.  Pierson  Kendall,  77.— At  Newport,  N.  H.,  Dr.  Enoch 
Hazard,  72. — At  Albany,  Dr.  Henry  Green,  a  widely-known  and  much-respected 
physician. — At  the  Danish  Island  of  St.  Croix,  W.  I.,  Dr.  Stedman,  81,  a  native  of 
Scotland.  He  had  been  an  eminent  practitioner  on  the  Island  upwards  of  fifty 
years  . 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  May  18,  24.— Males,  12;  Females,  12.    Stillborn,  5. 

Of  consumption,  3 — scarlet  fcTer, .') — accidental,  2 — measles,  1 — scald,  1 — lung  fever,  2 — inanition,  1 
.—dropsy  in  the  brain,  3 — croup,  3— old  »ge,  1 — disea.se  of  the  heart,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  U — between  .5  and  20  years,  7— between  20  and  60  years,  5— over  60  years,  1. 
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Woxaid  of  the  Intestine,  treated  by  Suture — Recovery. — On  the  ISth  of 
March,  1S43,  a  negro  man  (belonging  to  J.  T.,  of  Mercer  county,  Ky.) 
30  years  of  age,  strong  and  athletic,  received  several  stabs,  one  of  which, 
penetrated  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  midway  between  the  umbilicus 
and  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium.  The  wound  ex- 
ternally was  about  three  inches  in  length,  but  not  more  than  an  inch 
where  it  penetrated  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  I  saw  him  eight  hours  af- 
ter the  injury  was  inflicted,  and  found  eighteen  inches  or  two  feet  of  the 
small  bowel  protruding.  A  moist  cloth  had  been  laid  over  the  exposed 
bowel  for  protection  ;  they  had  become  partially  dry  and  adherent.  Warm 
fomentations  were  applied  and  the  cloth  removed ;  upon  examination  of 
the  protruded  bowel,  a  small  puncture,  about  four  lines  in  length,  was 
discovered,  penetrating  it  transversely,  the  mucous  edges  being  completely 
inverted.  Fortunately,  remembering  the  strict  injunctions  given  in  your 
interesting  lectures  upon  that  subject,  I  adopted  the  course  recommended 
by  you,  of  closing  the  puncture  by  suture  where  there  existed  a  liability 
to  the  discharge  of  faecal  matter  through  the  wound.  A  single  slilch 
with  a  common  sewing  needle  armed  with  silk,  sufficed  to  close  the  ori- 
fice so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  contents  of  the  bowel.  With  some 
little  difficulty,  the  bowel  was  reduced  without  further  dilating  the  wound. 
After  ascertaining  that  there  was  but  little  if  any  hemorrhage  into  the 
abdomen,  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  drawn  together,  and  retained  by 
three  stitches,  supported  by  adhesive  straps,  a  compress  and  roller,  iScc 
The  other  wounds  were  dressed  by  suture, adhesive  strips  and  the  bandage.. 

The  patient  being  considerably  exhausted  by  loss  of  blood  from  a 
wound  on  the  hip  involving  the  gluteal  artery,  stimulants  were  adminis-^ 
tered  with  freedom,  during  the  dressing  and  for  several  hours  after. 
About  six  hours  after  the  dressing,  when  he  had  partially  recovered  from 
the  immediate  effects  of  loss  of  blood,  the  bowels  were  thoroughly  evacu- 
ated by  an  enema  of  warm  water. 

March  19th. — Circulation  rather  feeble,  with  general  languor  and  ha- 
rassing cough,  probably  induced  by  remaining  some  hours  in  his  bloody 
clothing — directed  some  mild  expectorant  remedy. 

20lh. — Less  languor ;  cough  mitigated;  pulse  has  more  force  and  fre- 
quency ;  bowels  sufficiently  active. 

21st. — No  improvement  in  the  cough  ;  reaction  thoroughly  established  ; 
slight  soreness  of  the  bowels;  pulse  small  and  tense;  directed  a  saline 
draught. 

22d. — Cough  continues  ;  complains  of  pain  in  the  bowels,  increased  by 
pressure;  pulse  hard  and  120  to  the  minute  ;  venesection  to  3  i-?  when 
the  pulse  became  soft,  full,  and  less  frequent,  and  the  pain  in  the  bowels 
greatly  relieved.  In  the  afternoon  the  pain  returned  with  the  tension  and 
force  of  the  pulse  ;  venesection  to  gviij.,  soon  after  which  all  symptoms 
of  peritoneal  inflammation  subsided.  His  bowels  were  regulated  by  the 
use  of  oil  and  saline  purgatives. 

On  the  2.3ih  the  dressings  were  changed;  the  wounds  looked  healthy 
and  were  healing. 

After  this  the  dressings  were  regularlv  renewed  every  two  or  three  days. 
The  stitches  closing  the  wound  of  the  abdomen  were  not  removed  until 
the  fifteenth  day,  in  consequence  of  a  remaining  disposition  to  cough.  In 
twenty  days  from  the  time  the  injury  was  received,  the  patient  was  ena- 
bled to  walk  out,  and  in  six  months  he  resumed  his  ordinary  business, 
— Da.  J.  D.  McBrayer,  to  Prof.  Gross,  in  West.  Med.  Journal. 
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ON   CHRONIC   APHTH/E. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Some  years  ago  I  addressed  some  queries  to  the  readers  of  your 
excellent  Journal,  amont;  which  was  one  respecting  chronic  aplit/ue,  or 
aphtlious  chronic  diarrhoea.  No  person,  I  believe,  has  ever  attempted  an 
answer.  Having  met  with  several  cases  of  the  kind  in  the  early  part  of 
my  practice,  and  having  found  them  very  difficult  to  manage,  so  much 
so,  as  almost  to  be  numbered  among  the  opprobria  medicormn,  1  was  in- 
duced to  seek  aid  from  the  older  members  of  the  profession.  I  wrote  to 
a  number  of  distinguished  men  on  the  subject,  and  conversed  v^'ith  all  1 
could  see,  but  still  I  was  left  in  the  dark.  I  was  told  by  the  most  distin- 
guished country  practitioner  within  my  reach,  that  it  was  a  hopeless  state 
of  disease,  that  he  had  combated  it  for  some  twenty  or  thirty  years,  and  that 
sooner  or  later  a  fatal  issue  was  the  certain  result.  Still,  however,  I 
thought  there  might  be  hopes  ;  founding  that  opinion  on  the  reported 
success  of  Dr.  Elliotson  with  sulph.  copper  and  opium  in  chronic  diar- 
rhoea and  dysentery  with  ulceration  of  the  bowels.  The  state  of  disease 
in  question  is  probably  the  efiect  of  ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  the  aphthous  ulceration  of  the  mouth  and 
fauces  alternating  with  diarrhoea.  As  my  object  is  not  speculation  or 
theory,  I  shall  detail  tw^o  cases  to  show  the  practical  result  of  treatment, 
observing,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  have  duly  guarded  myself  in  these 
cases  against  the  principle  of  " post  hoc  ergo  pro]jtcr  hoc;''  and  al- 
though to  my  mind  these  cases  appear  conclusive,  yet  1  must  acknow- 
ledge that  my  experience  in  the  use  of  the  remedies,  in  such  cases,  is 
not  very  extensive,  therefore  I  offer  them  as  practical  hints  to  my  pro- 
fessional brethren,  and  hope  they  will  make  further  trials  of  them.  I  have 
designedly  delayed  reporting  these  cases,  to  ascertain  not  only  whether 
they  were  cured,  but  whether  they  would  remain  cured — a  circumstance 
which  is  too  often  neglected.  Many  cases  are  reported  as  cured  when  a 
favorable  change  is  effected,  while  perhaps  the  disease  recurs  again  with 
increased  violence. 

Case   I.     A  young  man   of  sedentary   habits,  a   student  of  medicine, 

had  been   in   very   feeble  health   for   some  two  or  three  years ;  the  most 

prominent  symptoms   were   indigestion,  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium, 

and  obstinate  chronic  diarrhcea.     He  had    been   treated  for  dyspepsia, 
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liver  complaint  and  diarrhoea  ;  and  he  was  firmly  impressed,  from  consult- 
ing various  physicians,  that  the  liver  was  the  seat  of  his  disease.  1  gave 
it  as  my  opinion  that  it  was  inflammation  and  perhaps  ulceration  of  the 
mucous  surface  of  the  intestines.  After  prescribing  the  ordinary  reme- 
dies, with  no  good  efleci,  I  advised  a  pill  of  sulph.  cupri  and  opium,  aa 
J  gr.,  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day,  and  gradually  to  be  increased  to  two, 
three  or  four  times  tlie  quantity  each  dose.  After  using  the  pills  for  some 
time  and  increasing  the  dose,  the  diarrhoea  abated,  and  finally  left  him 
altogether.  This  man  is  now  well,  and  has  been  so  for  more  than  two 
years.  I  omitted  to  say  that  he  was  confined  to  a  regulated  diet  and 
moderate  exercise,  to  which,  however,  he  had  been  subjected  under 
other  treatment.  The  discharges  from  his  bowels  were  mostly  of  a  light 
color,  but  sometimes  bilious. 

Case.  II.  Miss  M.  E.  B.,  a  very  intelligent  and  amiable  young  lady, 
of  weak  digestive  organs,  had  labored  under  chronic  aphthous  diarrhoea 
for  some  two  or  three  years.  Afier  trying  the  usual  remedies  for  dyspep- 
sia, diarrhoea,  &;c.,  including  a  low  regulated  diet,  pustulation  with  emetic 
tartar,  and  blisters  over  the  stomach,  in  the  early  part  of  1842  pills  of 
sulphas  cupri  and  opium  were  prescribed,  and,  contrary  to  the  usual 
custom  of  chronic  patients,  she  followed  my  prescriptions  attentively  for 
some  two  or  three  months.  By  the  way,  I  would  remark  that  a  chronic 
disease  requires  a  chronic  remedy,  and  chronic  perseverance  on  the  part 
of  the  patient,  the  want  of  which  is  too  often  the  cause  of  our  want  of 
success  in  chronic  diseases.  There  was  slight  bt^nefit  only  from  the 
sulph.  cupri,  and  I  determined,  some  time  in  June  following,  to  use  the 
nitrate  of  silver.  I  then  prescribed  pills  of  nit.  argent,  et  opii.  aa  1-8 
gr.,  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day,  from  which  quantity  1  observed  no 
sensible  effect.  I  gradually  increased  the  dose  to  ^  gr.  three  times  daily, 
and  then  very  perceptible  amendment  was  the  result.  Encouraged  from 
this,  and  as  no  inconvenience  was  fotmd  (iom  it,  I  finally  increased  the 
dose  to  1  gr.  nit.  silver  three  times  a  day,  when  it  acted  like  a  charm, 
completely  arresting  the  diarrhoea  and  the  aphthous  stale  of  the  mouth 
and  fauces.  From  being  extremely  feeble,  a  large  portion  of  the  time 
confined  to  bed,  and  occasionally  reduced  to  the  very  brink  of  the  grave 
by  the  diarrhoea  and  inability  to  digest  food,  this  young  lady  soon  recovered 
her  flesh  and  strength,  with  a  rosy  complexion,  and  enjoyed  much  better 
health  than  she  had  for  four  years.  She  is  still  Iree  from  the  disease,  and 
has  been  so  ever  since  about  January,  1843.  She  had  also  been  affected 
with  ncMrfl/^?'o/oaei,  and  with  a  similar  affection  in  the  chest,  which 
she  referred  to  the  heart,  causinsi  her  to  suffer  extremely  acute  and  agoniz- 
ing pain  at  intervals,  of  which,  since  her  recovery  fiom  the  diarrhoea,  she 
has  been  free.  She  used  for  the  neuralgia,  n)orphine,  and  occasionally 
quinine,  given  with  a  view  to  break  up  a  seen)ing  periodicity  in  the  at- 
tacks of  pain.  J\ot  the  slightest  discoloration  of  the  skin  ever  resulted 
from  the  use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  though  continued  for  six  months. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  Broussais,  that  a  diarrhoea  continuing  over 
thirty  days  is  always  attended  with  ulceration  of  the  bowels.  I  treated 
an   obstinate  case  of   diarrhoea,   which   lasted   about   two   months,  and 
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which  was  finally  suddenly  arrested  by  bleediiii,^  to  faintness.  It  is  not 
probable  there  was  any  ulceration  in  this  case.  Nitrate  of  silver  is  a 
remedy  of  great  power,  both  externally  and  iniernally. 

If  any  person  is  benefited,  or  led  lo  investigate  these  matters,  by  this 
hasty  epistle,  1  shall  be  amply  rewarded.  W.   A.  Gillespie. 

Louisa  Co.,  Va.,  May  4th,  1S44. 


DR.  TROWS  FINAL   REPLY   TO   DR.   KNOWLTON. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JournaL 

Dear  Sir, — If  the  intelligent  readers  of  your  Journal  failed  to  detect 
the  true  spirit  of  the  article  in  Vol.  XXIX.,  No.  19,  the  articles  in  Vol. 
XXX.,  No.  12,  of  your  paper,  will  furnish  a  solution.  Waiving  the 
questions  whether  any  individual  has,  or  has  not,  lost  his  senses — did,  or 
did  not,  see  a  vial — is,  or  is  not,  troubleil  with  "  a  singular  kind  of 
blindness  " — or  whether,  if  i  ever  tell  the  truth,  it  is  the  result  of  mere 
accident — as  entirely  irrelevant,  and  vastly  better  calculated  to  sink  than 
raise  men  in  the  scale  of  intellect  ;  let  us  come  at  once  to  the  simple 
question  legitimately  before  us,  viz.,  did  1,  or  did  I  not,  give  a  correct  re- 
port of  the  case  of  jMajor  Joseph  Griswold  ?  That  the  veracity  of  no  in- 
dividual should  be  called  in  question,  till,  by  responsible,  impartial,  and 
disinterested  evidence,  it  can  be  made  to  appear  that  he  has  forfeited  that 
veracity,  is  a  fact  too  plain  to  be  denied.  Judged  by  this  impartial  stand- 
ard, 1  must  bespeak  the  patience  of  you.  Sir,  and  the  readers  of  your 
Journal,  while  I  review  the  articles  of  your  first  reporter. 

In  Vol.  XXX.,  No.  8,  of  your  paper,  are  delineated  a  very  grave  assem- 
blage of  symptoms  in  connection  witli  the  early  history  of  Major  G.  ;  and  in 
connection  with  the  last  few  weeks  of  his  life,  1  delineated  an  assemblage 
which  to  any  member  of  our  profession  must  appear  alarmingly  formi- 
dable !  Which,  among  the  whole  catalogue,  has  been  fairly  met,  and  dis- 
proved ?  Not  one.  The  safest  course  would  seem  to  be  understood, 
viz.,  to  raise,  if  possible,  a  dark  suspicion  that  all  is  not  right,  and 
let  the  symptoms  alone.  But  we  are  not  left  to  our  own  resouices 
"so  far  as  relates  to  symptoms  presented  by  the  patient  when  seen 
only  by  ourselves;''  for  it  is  not  so  strange  a  thing  for  the  intelli- 
gent members  of  any  community,  while  conversant  with  patients  in  the 
capacity  of  "  nurses,"  or  "  watchers,"  to  detect  very  many  of  the 
symptoms  which  I  have  enumerated,  even  so  slight  a  one  as  rather  co- 
pious epistaxis.  Still,  we  are  driven  to  the  inevitable  conclusion,  that  in- 
asmuch as  the  symptoms  to  which  I  refer  are  not  mentioned  by  your 
first  reporter,  they  were  never  witnessed  ;  for,  as  we  are  assured  that  "  he 
scorns  disingenuous  statements,  and  his  regard  for  truth  is  habitual  and  in- 
flexible," l)e  must  have  given  them  in  his  report,  if  they  had  ever  appear- 
ed. 1  have  spoken,  also,  minutely,  o( the post-moricrn  appearances,  and  am 
met  with  the  very  definite  and  grave  remark  that  my  "  report  is  errone- 
ous, and  defective  in  several  important  particulars."  Why  are  we  not 
told  dejimtehj  what  these  important  particulars  wevel    The  first  reporter 
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is  in  trouble  about  his  eyes,  because  1  found  nothing  unusual  in  the  ex- 
ternal appearance  of  the  subject.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  Editor,  it  looked  as 
much  like  a  dead  man  as  anything.  "The  gall-bladder  also  resembled 
in  shape  and  size  a  goose  egg,  even  a  very  large  one,"  and  1  said  nothing 
about  it  !  In  the  very  pertinent  language  of  Dr.  Strong,  "  it  must  have 
been  a  very  small  goose  that  laid  the  egg."  But,  "that  pancreas"  is 
the  source  of  trouble,  and  I  am  well  aware  that  it  may  be;  still,  it  is  my 
most  solemn  conviction  that  if  the  learned  gentleman  who  penned  the 
article  on  induration  to  which  1  have  alluded,  had  had  that  pancreas  be- 
fore him,  he  could  not  have  described  it  more  accurately.  The  question 
of  scirrhus  of  the  pancreas  was  not  raised  during  the  consultation  which 
succeeded  the  examination,  so  far  as  1  heard,  and  I  was  present  every 
moment ;  and  to  my  own,  I  can  add  the  testimony  of  lour  of  the  medical 
gentlemen  present,  with  whom  I  have  conversed  personally  since  that 
time.  As  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Deane  is  adduced,  I  wish  simply  to  say, 
that  1  understood  him  to  admit  upon  the  spot,  frankly,  that  the  heart  was 
in  an  abnormal  condition,  and  this  was  the  understanding  of  Drs.  Strong, 
Bates  and  Taylor.  Indeed,  Dr.  Deane  lias  frankly  admitted  the  fact  to 
me  in  another  place  since  that  time  ;  and  with  reference  to  the  very  de- 
finite term  "  pretty  honest,"  which  may  mean  anything  or  everything,  I 
will  simply  notice  a  remark  of  Dr.  Strong,  who  exclaimed,  after  reading 
the  first  report  of  Dr.  K.,  "  If  this  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  manner  in 
which  cases  are  reported,  Dr.  Smith  had  better  be  in  better  business  than 
publishing  them,  and  his  readers  than  reading  them."  Did  not  the  term 
"  pretty  honest"  mean  about  this — In  answer  to  the  question,  have  you 
seen,  and  how  do  you  like,  or  what  do  you  think  of  my  report  ?  You 
were  pretty  honest  to  say  that  you  expected  to  find  scirrhus  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  afterwards  to  say  you  did  not  find  it !  Though  a  Yankee, 
ive  shall  not  guess.  "The  attentive  reader"  has  not  failed  to  notice 
the  following  fact,  viz.,  that  the  first  reporter  has  labored  to  make  it  ap- 
pear that  I  supposed  disease  of  the  heart  would,  and  actually  did,  destroy 
the  life  of  IMajor  G.,  and  that  he  has  clung  to  this  idea  with  a  death-like 
grasp.  But  this  attempt  can  avail  him  nothing  in  this  region,  where  the 
facts  are  known  ;  neither  will  it  with  the  readers  of  your  paper,  when  it 
is  remembered,  tliat,  notwithstanding  my  diagnosis,  I  prognosticated  favora- 
bly, and  my  report  of  the  gradual  recovery  of  the  patient,  while  in  my 
hands,  will  show  with  how  much  reason. 

Again  ;  the  absence  of  serous  efl^usion  is  spoken  of  as  a  matter  of  pri- 
mary importance.  That  there  was  the  most  decided  oedematous  condi- 
tion of  the  feet  and  legs,  when  the  patient  first  came  within  my  notice,  is 
a  fact  utterly  incontrovertible  ;  and  the  "second  reporter  "  was  not  "  una- 
ware "  of  the  "  importance  of  this  symptom  in  making  out  his  case,"  as 
will  appear  from  the  very  prominent  notice  taken  of  it  in  his  report. 
Was  not  the  treatment  of  the  case  calculated  to  relieve  the  patient  of  any 
serous  effusion  ?  But  suppose  there  had  been  no  trace  of  effusion  at  any 
time,  will  the  first  reporter  assume,  that,  under  such  circumstances,  there 
could  have  been  no  important  disease  of  the  heart?  Certainly  not,  un- 
less  in   fact   he   has  "  lost  his  senses  :"  for,  doing  this,  he  must   array 
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himself  against  all  written  authority,  as  well  as  the  testimony  of  multi- 
tudes of  living  witnesses  ;  but,  if  he  grant  but  OJie  exception,  bis  argument 
inevitably  falls. 

Permit  me  here  to  introduce  the  case  of  my  lamented  friend,  P-". 
Joseph  Emerson,  who  (according  to  the  account  given  me  by  my  friend 
Dr.  George  Winslow)  "was  taken,  while  after  his  horse,  with  giddiness, 
and  a  sense  of  faintiiess,  with  difilculty  of  breathing,  which  terminated 
his  life  in  a  very  few  hours  ;"  and  where,  at  the  ^o5?;-mor^em  examination, 
as  I  learned  from  the  above-named  gentleman,  and  Dr.  S.  Bates,  fhe 
heart  was  found  so  soft,  that  "  it  could  be  torn  even  at  the  thickest  part, 
as  easily  as  wet  brown  paper."  In  this  case,  as  both  of  the  above-named 
gentlemen  have  informed  me,  there  was  no  effusion.  That  the  symptoms 
of  Dr.  E.  bear  a  very  important  and  striking  resemblance  in  several  par- 
ticulars to  those  of  Major  G.  when  he  placed  himself  under  my  care, 
must  be  apparent  to  every  one.  I  might  adduce  the  case  of  a  relative 
of  the  family  of  Dr.  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  13,  very  suddenly,  and 
where,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Drs.  Strong  and  Dorrance,  both 
hypertrophy  and  softening  of  the  heart  were  found  at  the  post-mortem 
examination.  In  this  case,  also,  there  was  no  effusion.  I  will  not  mul- 
tiply cases. 

On  the  6th  inst.  I  propounded  to  Dr.  Simeon  Strong,  of  Heath,  a 
gentleman  whose  "  discrimination,  fidelity,  and  veracity,"  are  too  well 
known  in  western  Massachusetts  to  be  called  in  question,  the  following 
questions.  [It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr.  S.  was  invited  to  visit  the 
Major  before  his  death,  and  to  attend  the  autopsy,  by  Rodolphus  White, 
son-in  law  of  Major  G,]  Does  the  history  of  Major  Griswold,  and  the 
symptoms  which  I  reported  to  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  agree  with  the  history  which  you  had  from  his  friends 
and  attendants,  when  you  saw  him  on  the  8th  of  last  August  ?  Did  his 
appearance  at  that  time  agree  with  what  1  have  reported,  and  did  it,  so  An- 
as you  could  judge,  corroborate  my  account  of  him  ?  Does  my  account  of 
the  'post-mortcm  appearances  agree  with  what  you  saw  at  that  examina- 
tion ?  To  all  of  wliich  he  deliberately  and  unhesitatingly  answered  yes  ; 
at  the  same  time  he  expressed  his  astonishment,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
that  any  individual  could  call  in  question  the  morbid  condition,  and  espe- 
cially the  softened  appearance,  of  the  heart. 

But  I  notice  a  diffl'rent  kind  of  evidence.  In  the  first  report,  Vol. 
XXIX.,  No.  19,  page  381,  I  read,  "  On  the  12th  of  August  the  patient 
expired,  the  pulse  remaining  moderate,  and  the  senses  entire  ux\\.\\  wq^v 
the  last ;"  and  also,  "  nothing  amiss  about  the  heart,  excepting  one  slight 
point  of  ossification  in  one  of  the  valves,  I  forget  which,  not  larger  than 
half  a  barley-corn."  In  Vol.  XXX.,  No.  12,  page  234,  I  read,  "  No- 
thing amiss  about  the  heart,  excepting  a  mere  point  or  two  of  ossifica- 
tion ;"  and  on  page  235,  "  for  several  clays  before  death  a  failure  of  the 
sensorial  powers  was  very  evident."  If  I  mistake  not,  lawyers  sometimes 
require  witnesses  to  tell  their  stories  several  times,  and  if  in  a  few  impor- 
tant particulars  these  stories  disagree,  if  the  evidence  is  taken,  it  is  recog- 
nized as  very  equivocal. 
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"  The  second  reporter  has  spoken  of  ihe  functions  of  the  pancreas  as 
obscure  ;  but  I  suspect  he  meant  diseases  of  the  pancreas."  The  truth 
is,  Mr.  Editor,  1  meant  just  ichat  I  said,  and  to  my  brethren  I  say, 
''judge  ye  ichat  1  saif,  for  I  speak  as  unto  wise  men."  But  for  the 
'■■  new  wrinkle,'"  and  '"' after-i bought  "  of  the  "  second  reporter."  That 
Dr.  Deane,  in  the  consuhatiou  wliich  succeeded  the  examination,  did  state 
opon  the  spot,  that,  so  far  as  he  was  able  to  judge,  "  we  had  not  seen 
the  cause  of  the  man's  deatli,"  and  that  Drs.  Strong  and  Bates  did  con- 
fess the  same  fact,  and  that  we  were  pointed  successively  by  the  above- 
named  gentlemen  to  the  nervous  system,  and  the  brain  as  the  very  soul 
of  that 'system,  while  the  deepest  feelings  of  regret  were  expressed  that 
the  brain  could  not  have  been  examined,  and  that  to  the  above  I  dis- 
tinctly assented,  while  a  dissenting  voice  was  not  heard,  are  facts,  we 
think,  utterly  incontrovertible.  Is  it  so  strange,  then,  that  1  did  not 
raise  the  question  ? 

On  or  about  the  first  of  May,  1841,  Major  G.  came  to  me,  stating  that 
he  hud  been  troubled  for  some  'time  with  "  dizziness  and  a  strange  feeling 
about  his  head,  and  that  upon  that  day  he  had  frequently  been  under  the 
necessity  of  sitting  down."  He  stated,  also,  that  "  Dr.  Tobey  had  ad- 
vised him  to  be  bled  at  such  times,"  and  if  I  thought  it  best,  he  wished 
me  to  bleed  him.  I  returned  with  him  slowly  to  his  house,  and  for  the  first 
and  only  time  in  my  life  (if  iny  memory  serves  me),  bled  him  freely,  and 
had  iiardly  arrived  at  home  before  he  passed  with  his  cart  and  oxen,  about 
his  usual  business.  Wliether  to  have  filled  his  boots  with  mustard  sina- 
pisms, with  cold  to  the  head,  he.  he,  the  "  proper  remedies,"  would, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  have  been  the  better  course,  I  do  not  take 
upon  me  to  decide.  That  Major  G.  did  say  repeatedly,  before  and  about 
the  above-named  time,  that  Dr.  Tobey  had  advised  him  to  be  bled  occa- 
sionally (giving  as  the  reason  his  exposure  to  die  suddenly),  can  be  proved 
by  as  responsible  evidence  as  can  be  found  in  Buckland— his  letter  of  the 
3d  of  April  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  "Tergiversation  "is  cer- 
tainly a  bad  word.  Your  first  reporter  is  very  careful  to  mention  the 
very  important  fact  that  Dr.  Tobey  is  a  relative  of  my  own  (cousin  by 
marriage),  while  the  very  unimportant  one  that  Dr.  S.  J.  W.  Tabor  was 
recently  a  student,  and  is  now  a  son-in-law  of  his  own,  is  unnoticed! 
'•  goodj  honest  man  !"  It  is  but  due  to  myself  to  remark,  that  most,  if 
not  all  the  medicine  which  Major  G.took  for  years  before  his  return  from 
Boston,  was  prepared  by  me,  after  the  form  of  a  very  judicious  prepara- 
tion recommended  to  h\n\  by  my  much-esteemed  friend  Wayne  Gris- 
wold,  M.D.,  formerly  of  VVhiiingham,  Vt.,  now  of  Circleville,  Ohio.  To- 
wards this  preparation  Major  G.  was  very  partial. 

The  first  reporter,  noticing  in  my  report  the  following  sentence — 
"  That  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  was  the  immediate  cause  of 
death,  must,  a  priori,  be  apparent  to  the  merest  tyro  in  medicine,"  says, 
"  I  grant  it  was  so,  and  to  none  else  !  "  Well,  doctor,  as  the  point  is  a 
delicate  one  for  me  to  handle,  have  it  so  if  you  please.  But  if  the  three 
gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  alluded  did  successively  raise  the  question  to 
which  I  have  called  your  attention,  pointing  to  the  nervous  system,  and 
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the  brain  as  the  very  soul  o(  that  system,  which  we  believe  you   cannot 
disprove,  you  must,  upon  your  own   premises,  annex   the   letter  s  to  the 
word  tyro,  while  the  evidence  which  you  have  adduced  as  your  strongest 
fort  near  the  commencement  of  your  article,  frocn  your  own  showing  hav- 
ing turned  its  guns  against  you,  must  unceremoniously  be  rejected.     But 
I  am   forty  years  behind   the   time   because   I    tliink  that  diseases  of  the 
heart  are  very  obscure.     Is  it  disrespectful  to  our  profession  that  an  i\l.D. 
should  make  such  a  statement  ?    In  the  Library  of  Practical  Medicine,  Vol. 
II. ,  page  547,  I  read — "  There  are  no  symptoms  yet  knoivn,  by  which  ab- 
scess or  ulceration  within  the  walls  of  the  heart  can  be  certainly  recogniz- 
ed, and  the  diagnosis  of  aneurismal  tumor  of  the  organ  is  no  less  obscure. 
Indeed,  any  of  the  three  may  exist  without  exciting  a  suspicion  of  their 
presence."     On  page  568,  we  are  told  that  "in  aneurism  of  (he  septum, 
the  symptoms  are  very  obscure,  and  that  the  physical  diagnosis  is  as  yet 
no  less  dubious  ;"  and  on  page  547  we  are  pointed  to  the  case  of  Talma, 
where  even    the   learned  French    professors  were  not   able  to  detect  his 
disease.      Q^ucry. — Was  not  W.  W.  Gerhard  forty  years  behind  the  time 
when  he  published    the  above,  and  were  not  the  French  professors  in  the 
same  trouble?     That  diseases  of  the  heart  are   obscure  even  now,  will  be 
admitted   so   long  as   the  lectures   or  clinical  instructions  of  a  Parker,  a 
Revere,  or  a  Mott,  are  remembered.     But  we  are  told,  that  "  it  is  not  a 
difficult  matter  for  some  physicians  in  little  Franklin  to  form  a  very  confi- 
dent op'mlon,  \n  doois   or  out"!     This   point    I  yield  at  once;  but  it  is 
one  thing  to  form   a   confident   opinion,  and  a  far  ditferent  one  to  form  a 
correct  opinion.     Tlie  truth  is,  these  confident  opinions,  from  mere  way- 
side examinations,  are  much  more  congenial  to  the  true  spirit  o(  rjuackery 
than  to  the  science  of  medicine  in    the    nineteenth  century.     Still,  I  am 
aware   that  some  men    may  have  the   advantage   of  me,  so   fur   as    the 
"  knowing  look  "  is  concerned,  inasmuch  as  I  have  never  been  associated 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  with   a  notoriously  ignorant  quack  !     But,  I 
would  not  believe,  even  when  I  "  had  been   told  better"!     Mr.  Editor,  I 
repudiate  the   idea   of  a  conscience    keeper    in    medicine,   as   much    as 
your  first   reporter   does   in    politics  ;  for,  if  I  am   to   believe   one  thing 
simply  because   I    have   been    told   so,  then    I   must   believe  everything. 
On  this  principle,  I   must   have  believed    that  in  the  case  before  us   there 
was  iictual  scirrhus  of  the  stomach,  notwithstanding  the  diagnostic  symp- 
toms were  not  to  he  found  ;  for  it  must  be  apparent,  that  even  the  "  pain  " 
or  "  distress,"  admitted    after  the  patient  had  been  told  that  his  stomach 
was  "suspected,"  was  much  like  that  of  a   student,  who  after  poring  over 
a  treatise  on  stone,  verily  believes  that  he  feels  the  pain  at  the  end  of  the 
penis,  and  hastens  to  the  post  to  see  if  he  has  not  a  sudden  stoppage  of 
urine.     Standing  on   the   broad   [)latform  of  medical  science,  we  are  un- 
willing  to   grant   that  any  individual  is  infallible  ;  but,  claiming  for  our- 
selves  the   inalienable  right  guaranteed  to  us  by  high    Heaven,  of  liberty 
of  conscience,  it  is,  we  trust,  our  highest   ambition  to  grant,  untramelled, 
the  same  liberty  to  others  ;  while   we   remember,  that   according   to  our 
works,  "  to  our  own  master  we  must  stand  or  fall." 

With  reference  to  the  article  from  Drs.  Tabor  and  Tobey,  so  far  as  it 
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relates  to  myself  personally,  it  can  only  raise  in  my  bosom  the  emotion  of 
pity  in  view  of  the  spirit  which  dictated  it. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Editor,  to  ask  pardon  of  yourself  and  your  readers, 
lor  having  trespassed  so  long  upon  your  patience,  while  1  assure  you,  and 
them,  that  in  future,  covic  ivhat  will  in  reference  to  this  subject,  1  shall 
never  give  it  even  a  passing  notice.  N.  G.  Trow. 

Buck  land,  May,  1844. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Madical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  iiave  read  with  some  degree  of  attention,  and  also  of  regret,  the 
several  communications  which  have  a[)peared  wiiliin  the  last  few  months 
in  your  Journal,  relating  to  the  case  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Griswold,  late  of 
Buckland,  in  this  county.  And  as  my  name  has  been  mentioned  as  one 
of  those  present  at  the  post-mortem  examination,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
make  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  it — which,  if  you  please,  you  may 
publish  in  your  Journal.  I  presume  1  state  no  more  than  what  is  main- 
tained by  those  who  belong  to  it,  and  generally  assented  to  by  an  enlight- 
ened community,  when  I  say,  that  ours  is  a  noble  and  honorable  profes- 
sion, to  be  sustained  by  noble  and  honorable  means,  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  it  should  sustain  themselves  in  tlie  profession  and  in  the  commu- 
nity by  such  means,  and  such  only.  Hence  I  regret  to  see  any  contro- 
versy among  the  members  of  the  profession,  whicli  has  for  its  object  the 
accomplishment  of  selfish  and  personal  ends,  and  especially  do  I  regret 
to  see  the  pages  of  a  public  journal  made  the  theatre  of  such  a  warfare, 
and  turned  into  weapons  of  personal  attack.  I  therefore  consider  it  an 
act  of  pure  justice  to  Dr.  Trow,  to  state,  that  I  believe  his  report  of 
the  examination  above  referred  to,  to  be  substantially  correct,  and  also 
that  he  maintains  a  good  standing  as  a  practitioner — and  that  his  charac- 
ter as  a  man  of  truth  arid  good  faith  is  fair  and  unsullied.  Dr.  T.  and 
myself  live  in  adjoining  towns,  and  practise,  in  part,  in  the  same  com- 
munity, and  therefore  may  be  considered  as  rivals  in  practice.  1  believe 
the  regret  was  expressed  at  the  time,  by  some,  at  least,  of  those  present 
at  the  autopsy  of  Major  Griswold,  that  a  belter  opportunity  was  not  af- 
forded to  examine  the  whole  heart  and  its  appendages — but  that  there 
was  evidently  softening,  with  some  degree  of  by[)ertrophy  of  that  organ, 
with  distinct  points  of  ossification  of  the  valves,  (semilunar,  I  believe), 
was,  1  think,  generally  admitted.  That  there  were  also  evident  traces  or 
marks  of  disease  of  the  pancreas — that  that  organ,  though  not  much  en- 
larged, was  somewhat  altered  in  structure,  in  a  state  of  induration,  was 
also,  1  believe,  matter  of  general  agreement.  But  in  neither  of  these 
instances  could  we  say  we  had  discovered  sufficient  disease  to  have  been 
the  immediate  cause  of  death.  I  speak  now  of  the  opinion  of  those 
who  were  called  in  from  abroad  to  witness  the  autopsy,  as  expressed  in 
the  conference  held  after  its  close.  And  tiie  opinion  was  also  then  ex- 
pressed by  some  one,  and  assented  to  by  others,  that  as  there  seemed  to 
have  been  a  failure  of  the  whole  man,  the  nervous  system  undoubtedly 
had  received   a  severe  shock,  and  therefore  it  was  much  to  be  regretted 
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that  lime  and  opportunity  were  not  afforded  to  examine  its  great  centre, 
the  brain,  as  probably  we  should  there  find  more  striking  and  fully-de- 
veloped evidences  of  disease  than  we  had  yet  seen.  In  these  opinions,  if 
I  rightly  remember,  Dr.  Trow  coincided.  Respectfully  yours, 

Charlemont,  May  ]3th,  1844.  Stephen  Bates. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Was  not  the  honor  of  the  Gemini,  Justice  and  Truth,  implicated, 
your  patience  and  that  of  your  readers  should  not  be  taxed  with  state- 
ments from  us,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  late  Senator  Griswold.  Being 
familiar  with  his  history  after  his  return  from  Boston  to  the  time  of  his 
decease,  August  12th,  we  should  deem  ourselves  highly  culpable  did  we 
at  this  juncture  withhold  our  testimony  relative  to  facts  as  they  occurred. 
First,  let  it  be  premised  that  we  cheerfully  concur  with  the  report  of  Dr. 
Trow,  conscientiously  believing  it  true,  from  the  facts  that  came  within 
our  own  observation.  Nor  has  it  to  our  knowledge  been  challenged  by  any 
citizen  who  was  familiar  with  the  case  ;  and  several  times  have  we  heard 
it  asserted,  that  "  had  no  name  been  mentioned  by  the  first  reporter,  thev 
never  should  have  thought  it  referred  to  Major  Griswold  ;"  but  "  had  it 
been  omitted  by  the  second,  they  would  have  Jcnoum  whose  case  was  de- 
scribed." Indeed,  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  his  life,  the  cadaverous 
countenance,  rolling  and  heat  of  the  head  ;  the  injected  eye  and  contract- 
ed pupil ;  the  loss  of  pulse  in  the  right  arm  and  frequent  epistaxis,  were 
obvious,  even  to  common  observers.  At  the  autopsy  we  did  not  under- 
stand that  any  one  denied  the  abnormal  condition  of  the  pancreas  or 
heart,  for  the  former  was  somewhat  indurated,  and  the  aspect  of  the  latter 
pale  and  flabby  :  the  parietes  were  in  such  a  case  as  to  be  easily  torn 
with  the  fingers,  its  valves  partially  ossified,  and  its  size  above  the  normal 
standard — for  it  was  measured  by  ourselves  and  the  result  noted.  We 
supposed  the  impression  was  general  among  those  at  the  examination, 
that  the  lesion  of  the  organs  above  named  "  did  not  kill  the  man,"  but 
that  they  "  must  look  elsewhere  for  the  immediate  cause  of  death  ;"  and 
a  "  regret"  was  expressed  that  ''•  the  head  could  not  be  examined." 

The  reputation  of  Dr.  Trow  for  veracity,  integrity  and  skill,  is  too 
well  known  to  the  medical  fraternity  in  this  region  to  need  vindication. 
With  the  highest  esteem  for  him  as  a  gentleman,  and — we  had  almost 
said — unlimited  confidence  in  his  professional  abilities,  Vv'e  are  proud  to  be 
ranked  among  his  friends.  Ashmund  H.  Taylor,   M.D. 

Buckland,  31s.,  May  5,  1844.  Ira  Perry,  A.B. 


TOPOGRAPHICAL    DESCRIPTION    OF   THE    TOWN    OF    LEOMINSTER, 

MASS. 

By  C.  C.  Field,   M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sureiciil  JonriiHl.J 

Leominster  is  situated   40  miles   west   from  Boston,  on  the  main  road 
from  the  city  to  Greenfield  and  Brattleboro'.     It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
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by  Fitchl)ur«;  and  Lunenburg,  on  the  east  by  Lunenburg  and  Lancaster, 
on  the  south' by  Sterling  and  Princeton,  an(1  on  the  west  by  Princeton 
and  Westminster.  In  extent  it  contains  18,535  sijuare  acus,  or  nearly 
29  square  miles. 

Its  sxirface  is  uneven,  hilly,  and,  in  the  western  part,  mountainous. 
There  is  oieat  difference  in  the  elevation  of  different  parts  of  the  town. 
The  common  is  four  hundred  and  fourteen  feet  nhove  ude  water ;  the 
viillev  of  the  Nashua,  in  the  eastern  part,  is  50  or  75  feet  lower  than  the 
common  ;  and  the  Monoosnok  rid-^^e,  in  the  western  part,  attains  an  eleva- 
tion of  10-20  feet  above  the  ocean.  The  Monoosnok  Hills,  and  the 
country  around  and  beyond  them,  extending  in  a  westerly  direction  to- 
wards the  Wachusett,  comprising  about  one  quarter  part  of  the  town,  is 
much  more  elevated  than  the  central  and  eastern  sections— the  general 
height  of  the  wliole  tract  being  between  800  and  1000  leet.  The  sur- 
face is  very  rougii  and  rocky  ;  in  fact,  Monoosnok  is  a  mass  of  granite. 
This  section  is  mostly  devoted  to  woodland  and  pasturage.  From  the 
foot  of  Monoosnok  ridge  the  suiikce  gradually  descends  towards  the  east 
till  it  readies  the  valley  of  the  Nashua— a  distance  of  two  or  three 
miles.  This  is  tlie  central  section;  comprises  about  one  half  of  the 
town  extendin<r  its  whole  length  from  north  to  south— a  distance  of  five 
or  six  miles  ;  Ts  uneven,  consisting  of  gentle  "  swells  "  and  moderately 
elevated  hills  ;  and  has  a  general  elevation  of  400  or  500  feet.  Four  or 
five  of  the  hills  rise  100  or  200  feet  above  the  general  level  ;  some  of 
them  are  cultivated,  and  others  are  crowned  with  woods. 

The  valley  of  the  Nashua  crosses  the  northern  and  eastern  part  of 
the  town  from  northwest  towards  the  southeast ;  is  50  or  75  feet  lower 
than  the  middle  of  the  town,  and  about  one  mile  to  the  north  and  east 
of  the  same;  has  a  width  varying  from  one  eightii  to  one  half  a  mde  ; 
is  four  or  five  miles  in  length  ;  and  has  about  200  acres  of  "  Interval 
lind  "  so  called  here,  some  of  which  is  usually  overflowed  in  the  sprmg. 
Tlie'  valley  is  occasionally  enveloped  with  fog  in  autumnal  mornings. 
Most  of  the  land  in  the  valley  is  cultivated,  but  is  of  an  inferior  quality, 
compared  with  the  upland.  The  surface  of  the  part  lying  north  and 
east  of  ihe  valley,  containing  about  3000  acres,  is  similar  in  every  respect 

to  the  central  section.  ,  „         •      •  j 

Forests  rM— AI)out  one  third  of  the  "  Elevated  section  is  covered 
with  wood  •  and  detached  pieces  of  woodland  are  scattered  throughout 
the  town,  sometimes  concealing  the  vallies  with  their  shade,  some- 
limes  crowning  the  hills  with  their  verdure.  Probably  full  one  sixth  of 
the  whole  surface  is  clothed  with  woods. 

JUvers  and  Streams.— The  Nashua  River  flows  in  the  valley  above 
described  ;  is  three  or  four  rods  in  width  ;  and  is  sufiicienlly  rapid  for  mil  Is 
and  manufacturing  purposes.  Monoosnok  Brook  and  two  other  small 
streams  have  their  sources  in  the  "elevated"  region,  and,  flowing  east, 
emptv  into  the  Nashua.  They  are  quite  rapid,  and  are  used  for  mills. 
Neither  the  river  nor  the  brooks  overflow  their  banks  to  any  considerable 
extent,  and,  of  course,  leave  but  little  deposite  for  exhalation  or  evapo- 
ration     A   part  of  the  "Interval   land,"  before  mentioned,   forms   the 
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only  exceplion  to  this  statement  ;  and  but  very  little  sediment  is  left 
upon  this,  for  the  river  is  so  rapid  that  the  water,  during  a  freshet,  rises 
and  subsides  again  in  a  few  hours.  No  stagnant  ponds,  no  low  meadows 
or  swamps  of  any  considerable  extent. 

ISoil  and  Subsoil. —  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  Geology  and 
Agricultural  Chemistry  to  give  a  scientific  description  of  the  soil.  It  is 
strong  and  fertile  for  the  most  part ;  sufficiently  dry,  and  generally  neither 
clayey  nor  sandy  ;  but  such  as  is  formed  l)y  the  disintegration  of  granite, 
gneiss,  and  otiier  rocks  of  the  older  formation.  The  soil  is  rocky,  and 
rock-stratae  underlie  the  surface  over  the  greater  part  of  the  town. 
There  are  a  few  hundred  acres  between  the  centre  and  the  valley,  the 
soil  of  which  is  light,  gravelly  and  somewhat  sandy,  and  the  subsoil 
coarse  gravel.  In  the  valley  the  soil  is  lighter  than  upon  the  hills,  and 
has  a  subsoil  of  sandy  clay.  Compared  with  neighboring  towns,  the 
soil  of  Leominster  is  much  superior  for  cultivation. 

Agricultural  Productions. — Grass  is  the  most  important  production  ; 
corn,  oats,  barley,  potatoes  and  apples  are  raised  in  abundance  ;  wheat  is 
successfully  cultivated  by  many  of  our  farmers  ;  and  the  products  of  the 
dairy  exceed  the  consumption  of  the  farmers  themselves,  though  probably 
not  of  all  the  inhabitants. 

Meteorology. — I  have  no  means  of  giving  any  information  in  regard 
to  meteorology.     Perhaps  the  deficiency  will  be  supplied  another  year. 

The  population  i)y  the  last  census  was  2069.  Tlie  general  character 
of  the  people  for  intelligence,  good  habits,  morality,  industry  and  econo- 
my, certainly  ranks  very  high.  I  know  of  no  town  that  excels  in  this 
respect.  Leominster  has  for  the  last  seven  years,  at  least,  been  found 
in  the  foremost  rank  in  the  cause  of  temperance  ;  and  her  inhabitants  are 
industrious  almost  to  a  fault.  In  tlieir  pecuniary  condition  they  are  gene- 
rally equally  removed  from  great  wealth  and  extreme  poverty.  A  com- 
petency generally  prevails.  The  number  of  families  is  425 ;  20  of 
these  families  live  in  the  "  elevated  part,"  25  in  the  valley  of  the 
Nashua,  and  the  remaining  330  are  scattered  over  the  hills  and  in  the 
vales  of  the  central  and  eastern  portions  of  the  town.  The  number  of 
families  employed  in  different  occupations  will  be  seen  below. 

Farmers;  (managing  farms)  ...  156 

Farm-laborers  (working  constantly  on  farms)       -  -  13 

Farmer-mechanics  (farmers  who  work  at  some  trade  a  part  of 

the  time)  .....  20 189 

Common  laborers  .-..-.  40 

Comb-makers  -  -  -  -  -  -86 

Shoe-makers         --.-..-  15 

Carpenters      -  •  -  -  -  -  -  17 

Pnper-makers        --....-  13 

Blacksmiths     .-..---  9 

Traders     -  -  --  -  -  *  *10 

Professional  men  ......  8 

Capitalists  .......  7 

Teamsters  .......5 
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Tailors  -  -  -  -  -'•  ..5 

Painters  ---.--  -.3 

Millers  ........  3 

Wheel wriglns    --....-  3 

Harness-makers         -  -  -  .  -  .  -2 

Baskel-makers      ---..--3 

Milliners  and  niantuamakers  ...  .  .        3 

Butcher  1,  tanner  1,  tinner  1,  innkeeper  1,         .  .  .  4 


Total         -         -         -    • 425 

Insane  persons,  4  ;  blind,  3  ;  deaf  mute,  1. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  for  five  years  was  172,  and  the  average 
duraticm  of  life  was  36  years  4  months.  The  number  of  deaths  by 
phthisis  for  the  5  years  was  36,  showing  that  one  in  five  of  the  deaths  was 
caused  by  this  disease.  During  the  five  years  past  the  average  duration 
of  life  of  the  farmer  was  44  years — that  of  the  master  mechanic,  28 
years  6  months — of  the  mechanic,  25  years — of  the  laborer,  34  years 
and  5  months. 


RUPTURE   OF  THE   UTERUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — On  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  April  last,  I  was  called  on  to  attend 
the  accouchement  of  Mrs.  H.  W.  Palmer,  the  lady  of  the  Cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Whiteliall.  The  patient,  a  lady  of  refinement  and  literary  taste, 
of  general  good  health,  and  about  30  years  of  age,  had  been  confined 
three  times  before,  at  each  of  which  I  had  attended  her.  She  had  for 
some  time  previously  entertained  fearful  forebodings  as  to  the  result  of  her 
approaching  accouchement.  Entertaining  no  serious  apprehensions  my- 
self, from  her  general  good  health,  and  observing  no  sensible  cause  for  its 
existence  on  her  part,  I  had  not  hesitated  at  all  times  to  afford  her  such 
encouragement,  whenever  consulted,  as  I  frequently  had  been,  as  would 
be  calculated  to  dissipate  those  gloomy  fears.  1  found  her  on  this  even- 
ing very  much  disposed  to  be  cheerful,  and  in  better  spirits  than  usual. 
At  10  o'clock  I  was  invited  into  the  room,  to  take  the  immediate  charge 
of  the  patient.  She  was  placed  on  a  matrass,  resting  on  her  left  side  in 
the  usual  position.  On  examination  everything  appeared  perfectly  natu- 
ral, except  a  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri ;  but  as  this  circumstance  had  existed 
at  each  of  her  previous  confinements,  it  gave  me  no  uneasiness  at  the 
time.  Her  pains  were  regular,  and  rather  increasing  in  frequency  as  well 
as  severity.  I  contented  myself  with  administering  a  weak  solution  of 
tart,  antim. ;  and  a  disposition  in  the  os  uteri  to  dilate  existing,  the  labor 
progressed  gradually  till  a  little  before  12  o'clock,  when  on  the  occur- 
rence of  a  pain  of  greater  severity  than  usual,  the  head  of  the  child 
passed  down  into  the  inferior  strait  and  rested  on  the  perineum.  This 
pain  caused  a  shriek,  and  was  followed  by  the  most  agonizing  distress, 
referred  to  different  and   distant  organs  ;  the  most  severe  of  which  was 
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referred  to  the  stomach  and  cramp  in  the  left  limb.  With  an  assurance 
that  the  next  pain  would  finish  the  labor,  it  was  waited  for  with  great  im- 
patience. Alas!  it  never  came.  The  constant  agony  expressed  by  words 
and  actions  on  the  part  of  the  patient  cannot  well  be  described.  With  the 
hope  of  inducing  a  recurrence  of  the  pains,  after  some  half  an  hour  had 
expired,  she  was  raised  up  on  the  side  of  the  bed  ;  but  scarcely  had  her 
position  been  changed,  before  a  death-like  faintness  overcame  her,  and  s!)e 
was  obliged  to  resume  her  former  liorizontal  position  on  the  couch.  The 
head  had  at  this  time  escaped  from  the  os  uteri  and  rested  in  its  usual  po- 
sition in  the  vagina,  but  no  effort  at  expelling  it  further  could  be  induced. 
1  sent  immediately  for  my  forceps,  and  endeavored  to  apply  one  blade  of 
them  to  the  head,  but  without  success.  The  head  was  evidently  reced- 
ing. The  patient,  to  the  extent  of  her  strength,  endeavored  to  expel  it, 
but  it  was  evident  that  each  throe  of  the  mother  placed  it  farther  and  far- 
ther from  my  control.  As  a  flernicr  resort,  the  head  of  the  fcsius  was 
opened,  and  a  firm  hold  secured  on  the  bones  of  the  cranium,  which  al- 
lowed the  exercise  of  greater  assistance  than  it  had  previously  been  pos- 
sible for  me  to  exert.  All  this  was  without  avail.  Counsel  was  called, 
but  too  late  to  be  of  use  to  me  or  my  patient.  I  had,  long  before  his  ar- 
rival, made  up  my  mind  that  a  rupture  of  the  uterus  had  taken  place. 
I  was  assured  of  this  more  positively  from  the  sensible  alteration  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  position  of  the  foetus,  both  by  its  recession  from 
the  vagina,  and  external  signs  or  the  form  of  the  abdomen.  The  pulse 
of  the  patient  began  rapidly  to  sink,  the  mind  to  wander,  and  without 
any  sensible  mitigation  of  the  pain  and  agonizing  distress,  she  died  at  5 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  five  hours  from  the  time  of  the  last  severe  and  protract- 
ed pain. 

In  the  brief  outlines  I  have  here  given  of  this  case,  I  may  have  omit- 
ted some  things  which  ought  to  have  been  noticed  in  place  ;  but  I  do  not 
now  recollect  of  any  matter  omitted,  calculated  to  throw  light  on  the 
symptoms,  treatment  or  termination.  A  post-mortem  examination  was 
helfl  on  the  body  the  next  day,  at  which  Drs.  Joel  Green  and  H.  W. 
Sprague  were  present  by  invitation,  as  also  a  number  of  the  friends  of 
the  deceased.  On  removing  the  abdominal  parietes,  the  first  object  to 
be  seen  was  the  body  of  a  full-grown  male  child,  the  breech  of  which 
was  forced  against  the  diaphragm  and  stomach  on  the  left  side  ;  its  ex- 
tremities were  flexed  on  its  body,  the  interstices  of  which,  as  also  of  the 
abdominal  viscera,  were  filled  with  coagulated  blood,  about  two  pounds 
of  which  was  removed.  The  placenta  was  detached  from  the  uterus, 
and  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  uterus  embraced  only 
the  head,  shoulders  and  superior  extremities  of  the  child.  The  rent  in 
that  organ  was  sufficiently  large  to  pass  the  body  of  a  large  child,  and 
extended  from  the  neck  to  its  fundus.  The  uterus,  on  such  examination 
as  we  had  time  to  make,  did  not  appear  to  be  diseased,  or  as  having  suffer- 
ed from  any  former  disease.  I  mention  this  fact,  as  it  was  suggested  by  a 
medical  friend,  that  it  possibly  might  be  the  result  of  some  organic  lesion 
arising  from  former  labors.      Her  second  child  was  a  male,  and  a  breech 


342  Barnstable  District  Medical  Society. 

presentation,  tliouijli  delivered   without   extraordinary  effort,  and  ^vas  also 
full  itrown.      Her  (irst  and  third  ones,  now  living,  are  females. 

At  the  suggestion  of  medical  friends,  the  above  case  is  submitted  for 
your  disposal,  either  to  publish  or  otherwise.  Cases  of  this  kind  happen 
rarely,  and  the  general  interest  attached  to  them  is  much  enhanced  in  this 
case  on  accomU  of  the  great  respectability  of  the  deceased. 

JVhite  Hall,  N.  Y.,  May  IS,  1844.  Yours,  very  respectfully, 

D.  S.  Wright. 


BARNSTABLE   DISTRICT   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

ICDmiiiiiriiciited  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Barnstable  (Mass.)  District  Medical  Society 
was  holden  at  the  Court  House  in  Barnstable,  on  Wednesday,  May  8th, 
at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  Treasurer's  Report  was  read  and  accepted. 
The  following  officers  were  chosen  for  the  current  year  : — 

Drs.  Aaron  Cornish,  President;  Henry  Tuck,  Vice  President;  James 
Ayer,  Secretary ;  John  Harpur,  Treasurer;  E.  W.  Carpenter,  Z/z6ranan 
and  Curator.  And  the  following  Fellows  were  selected  as  candidates 
for  Counsellors  for  this  District,  to  be  presented  to  the  Parent  Society  for 
election,  namely  : — Drs.  Benj.  F.  Seabury,  John  Harpur,  and  Elijah  W, 
Carpenter. 

Several  interesting  specimens  of  Pathological  Anatomy  were  presented, 
accompanied  by  the  histories  of  the  cases  and  other  useful  remarks.  Of 
which  were  : — 

Case  I.  Spina  Bifida.  This  consisted  of  a  large  tumor,  of  the 
size  of  a  man's  fist,  of  a  considerable  degree  of  consistence,  connected 
with  one  of  the  lumbar  vertebrcB.  The  spinous  process  of  the  joint  wa.s 
deficient,  and  the  connection  between  the  spinal  cord  and  tumor  was  very 
apparent.  The  tnass  had  been  punctured,  but  without  any  permanent 
diminution  of  size. 

U.  Intussusception  of  the  Intestine.  This  case  was  that  of  a  child. 
The  intussusception  was  complete  ;  the  parts  were  thoroughly  impacted 
for  the  extent  of  four  to  six  inches,  closing  up  the  passage  of  the  canal. 
The  symptoms  were  those  of  colic,  incessant  vomiting  and  obstinate 
constipation.  The  nature  of  the  disease  was  suspected,  but  admitted  of 
no  remedy. 

HI.  Perforation  of  the  Small  Intestines,  with  elliptical  patches,  and 
inflammation  of  Peyer's  glands,  occurring  in  a  case  of  typhoid  fever. 
This  was  a  beautiful  specimen,  illustrating  precisely  Louis's  doctrine  of 
Dothin-Enterite.  The  perforation  was  the  size  of  a  quarter  of  a  dollar ; 
and  the  glands  of  Peyer  antl  I3runner  exhibited  the  diffelent  stages  of  irrita- 
tion, inflammation  and  ulceration.  The  dissection  forcibly  exhibited  the 
imminent  hazard  of  the  empiricism  which  had  been  freely  employed 
in  this  case. 

IV.  A  Polypus  Uteri,  nmch  larger  than  a  goose  egg,  was  presented. 
Its  consistence  was  soft,  insomuch  that  the  neck  was  detached  from  the  os 
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uteri  m  its  removal.  The  patient  had  sufFered  much  from  hemorrhage, 
and,  when  the  nature  of  the  disease  was  detected,  was  too  far  exhausted 
lo  bear  the  application  of   a   ligature   for  its  removal.     She   died  from 

exhaustion.  .  a   j    ■ 

A  spirit  of  harmony  pervaded  the  doings  of  the  Society.  A  desire 
for  mutual  improvement  was  manifested  by  all  the  members  ;  and  a  wish 
was  expressed,  that  every  individual  should  come  to  the  meetings  pre- 
pared to  contribute  something  to  the  interest  of  the  members.  The  ef- 
forts of  the  Society  are  directed  exclusively  to  the  promotion  of  medical 
science.  Free  conversation  on  medical  topics  is  indulged  at  these  sit- 
tings. The  Society  holds  its  annual  meeting  in  May,  and  a  semi-annual 
one  in  September.  Many  valuable  medical  periodicals  are  taken  by  the 
Society.   ■  James  Ayer. 

Sandwich,  May  \6th,  1844. 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL   AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     MAY     29,    184  4. 


Public  Hygiene. — A  committee  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  SocTely  made  a  rpport  some  time  since,  which  was  published,  on 
the  subject  of  Public  Hygiene.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the 
institution,  in  a  proposed  statistical  investigation,  the  co-operation  of  every 
member  of  the  Society  is  necessary.  It  is  desirable  to  obtain,  says  the 
report,  the  topography,  and  moral  and  physical  condition  of  the  people  of 
everyplace,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  endemic  and  other  influences  upon 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  The  committee  made  a  judicious  and  ex- 
cellent arrangement  of  the  course  to  be  adopted,  in  order  lo  obtain  the 
facts  most  desirable  to  be  collected.  But,  alas  !  all  men  have  not  the 
same  amount  of  zeal.  Some  persons  have  an  innate  love  for  register- 
ing the  minutest  variations  of  the  wind  and  weather;  others  are  anxious 
toliave  the  law  oblige  certain  public  functionaries  to  record  a  class  of 
matters  that  to  many  appear  to  be  of  no  earthly  importance.  It  is  really 
unfortunate  for  science  that  physicians,  generally,  have  not  more  leisure 
for  penning  the  results  of  iheir' observations.  Scarcely  one  in  a  hundred 
in  Massachusetts,  it  is  feared,  will  trouble  themselves  to  note  particulars 
like  the  followinfj,  which  are  desired  by  the  committee. 

"  1.  The  temperature  of  each  day,  as  measured  by  uniform  ther- 
mometers. 

"2.   The  varying  pressure   of  the   atmosphere,   measured  by  uniform 

barometers. 

"3.  The  amount  of  rain  that   falls,  measured  by  uniform  ram-gages. 

"4.  The  number  of  fair — cloudy — stormy  days. 

"5.  The  direction,  &c.,  of  the  winds. 

"  In  reo-ard  to  the  civil  and  social  condition  of  the  citizens,  the  follow- 
ing circumstances  should  be  referred  to,  viz.  :  — 

"  1.  The  amount  of  population  of  the  town. 
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"  2.  Their  general  character  for  intelligence — habits — morals — indus- 
trious, economical  and  pecuniary  condition. 

"  3.   The  number  of  families  employed  in  different  occupations. 

"  4.  The  insane — blind — deaf  mules." 

However  desirable  it  may  be  to  collect  the  exact  statement  on  all  the 
points  referred  to  above,  we  apprehend  that  many  years  will  elapse  before 
much  progress  is  made  in  obtaining  it.  Yet  Dr.  Field,  of  Leominster, 
has  set  a  good  example  in  the  answers  he  has  returned  to  the  questions 
proposed,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  Journal  of  to-day.  Other  members  of 
the  Medical  Society  will  doubtless  do  the  same  ;  and  it  would  give  us 
pleasure  hereafter  to  record,  that,  notwithstanding  our  apprehensions,  it 
had  been  done  generally  by  the  members. 


Outlines  of  Pathology.^ — In  the  series  of  that  exceedingly  profitable 
class  of  medical  books  for  the  library  of  a  physician,  which  are  constantly 
emanating  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia, 
is  Dr.  Alison's  well-known  and  popular  work  on  Pathology  and  Practice 
of  Medicine.  A  biographical  sketch  of  the  author,  were  it  practicable  to 
give  it  in  connection  with  this  hasty  notice  of  one  of  his  most  able  pro- 
ductions, would  show  that  he  has  attained  a  distinction  which  any  man 
might  covet  in  the  walks  of  professional  life. 

The  treatise  to  which  these  remarks  especially  refer,  is  a  well-propor- 
tioned volume,  of  424  pages,  large-sized  octavo,  divided  into  three  natural 
divisions.  Part  L  treats  of  cases  of  sudden  death  ;  diseases  in  general  ; 
remote  causes,  and  the  means  of  cure  ;  action  of  remedies,  and  the  evi- 
dence of  their  efficacy.  Part  II. — Febrile  diseases  ;  inflammation  of  the 
air  passages  and  lungs  ;  inflammation  of  the  bloodvessels  ;  of  the  viscera  ; 
of  the  nervous  system  and  organs  of  sense  ;  of  the  organs  of  locomotion  ; 
of  the  integuments.  Next — fevers,  properly  so  called,  and  idiopathic  fe- 
vers ;  and,  lastly,  eruptive  fevers  and  contagious  exanthemata.  Part  III. 
This  last  division  is  exclusively  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  chronic 
or  non-febrile  diseases  in  general.  The  order  of  arrangement  is  natural, 
and  the  manner  of  treating  the  subject  of  each  consecutive  chapter  gains 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  reader,  the  further  he  progresses. 

Dr.  Alison  is  lucid,  and  yet  vigorous,  and  does  not  fatigue  with  unne- 
cessary details.  As  a  practical  guide  in  the  administration  of  remedies, 
he  may  be  safely  followed  ;  and  in  the  description  of  symptoms,  or  the 
general  philosophy  of  medicine,  he  has  no  superiors,  although  he  may 
have  equals. 


Prosecution  for  Malpractice. — An  occasional  allusion  has  been  made, 
heretofore,  to  the  prosecution  of  Dr.  Colby,  in  the  northern  part  of  Ver- 
mont, for  alleged  malpractice  in  surgery.  He  has  been  tortured  under  the 
legal  screws  nearly  as  much  as  a  man  can  bear — his  case  having  been 
protracted  from  year  to  year,  and  from  court  to  court. 

As  nearly  as  we  can  understand  the  matter,  the  case  is  after  this  sort. 
Some  time  in  the  year  1836  or  37,  ho  was  prosecuted  by  Nelson,  on  a 
charge  of  mismanagement  in  a   case   of  surgery.     He    was  called  to  the 


»  Outlines  of  Pathology  nnd  Practice  of  Medicine.     By  William  Pulteney  AlUnn,  M.D.,  &c.     Phila- 
delphia :  Lea  <k  Ulanchard,    8vo.,  p.  424.     1844. 
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plaintiff's  wife  in.  1S33,  and  pronounced  that  she  had  a  fracture  of  the 
neck  of  the  thigh-bone.  The  complainant  says,  splints  were  applied,  and 
the  patient  was  subjected  to  a  long  and  unnecessary  confinement ;  and 
that  in  consequence,  insanity  was  produced.  The  grounds  of  the  alle- 
gation were,  that  the  patient,  after  the  injury,  did  sustain  part  of  the 
weight  of  the  body  on  the  injured  limb — and  that  by  the  assistance  of  a 
person  supporting  her  on  each  side,  she  stepped  some  two  or  three  steps ; 
that  before  the  splint  was  applied,  the  patient  drew-  up  the  limb  in  bed, 
nearly  to  a  right  angle,  and  turned  over,  and  recovered  without  lameness. 
The  plaintiff  contends,  therefore,  that  these  are  evidences  that  no  fracture 
had  ever  existed. 

The  defence  by  Dr.  Colby,  is  in  this  wise.  A  consultation,  at  the  time 
of  the  injury,  pronounced  the  case  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femoris. 
The  limb  was  three  quarters  of  an  inch  shorter,  by  measurement,  than 
the  other.  Crepitus  was  recognized,  as  sworn  to  by  Nevill.  He  avers 
that  her  insanity  was  a  religious  monomania,  she  having  been  subjected 
to  much  religious  excitement.  He  asserts,  too,  and  all  surgeons  will  sus- 
tain the  opinion,  that  some  power  over  the  limb  often  exists  after  this  kind 
of  fracture.  Even  if  no  lameness  was  felt,  it  was  no  positive  evidence  of 
the  non-existence  of  previous  fracture.  Since  the  last  trial,  Mrs.  Nelson 
has  died — and  some  bones,  said  to  have  been  those  of  the  patient,  have 
been  carried  as  far  as  New  York,  for  the  examination  and  opinion  of 
surgeons.  In  the  mean  while,  the  defendant  asserts  that  the  internal 
changes  described  in  certain  depositions,  touching  these  bones,  as  the  re- 
sult of  fracture,  do  not  take  place,  and  cites  the  authority  of  Dupuytren 
and  Amesbury  to  sustain  the  position. 

This  is  barely  an  outline  of  what  we  consider  a  hard  case,  which  seems 
destined  to  have  no  more  of  a  termination  than  an  English  suit  in  Chan- 
cery, which  lasts  as  long  as  the  money  holds  out.  Dr.  Colby  has  our 
warmest  sympathies.  We  consider  him  an  abused  man,  and  regret  that 
he  could  not  have  had  a  hearing  before  an  enlightened  jury  of  Massa- 
chusetts, where  his  high  attainments  in  medicine  and  surgery  would 
have  been  appreciated,  as  they  are  in  the  profession  at  large  wherever  he 
is  known. 

If  Dr.  Colby  will  take  the  trouble  to  possess  himself  of  various  speci- 
mens of  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femoris,  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Medi- 
cal College  of  Cincinnati,  which  we  have  examined  with  peculiar  satis- 
faction, he  can  confound  .his  persecutors,  if  he  has  any  in  the  back 
ground,  with  the  most  cogent  of  all  testimony — specimens  of  fractured 
bones,  under  circumstances  analogous  to  those  in  which  he  found  Mrs. 
N.  Her  melancholy  death  will  ultimately  lead,  w^e  trust,  to  his  triumph- 
ant acquittal  from  all  blame,  and  from  all  the  embarrassments  growing  out 
of  this  vexatious  prosecution. 

Cfssarean  Operation. — Dr.  M.  F.  Mignault,  of  this  city,  performed  this 
operation  not  long  since,  the  particulars  of  which  are  expected  for  publi- 
cation. The  necessity  for  resorting  to  it  was  exceedingly  urgent,  in 
consequence  of  a  rupture  of  the  uterus.  Both  mother  and  child  died, 
but  the  latter  was  born  alive,  and  had  a  resort  to  art  been  sooner  made,  it 
was  thought  it  might  have  been  saved.  Whether  the  Csesarean  operation 
has  ever  been  resorted  to  before  in  Boston,  or  if  so,  when,  we  have  not 
the  means  of  knowing  at  this  moment. 
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The  Pennsylvania  Hospital— The  annual  published  Statement  of  Ac- 
counts, Sec,  of  this  ancient  instimiion,  for  the  present  year,  has  been  re- 
ceived.' We  learn  frona  it  that  the  total  receipts  for  last  year  were 
S65,138  69.  Of  this  amount,  more  than  S24,000  were  taken  in  payment 
for  board  of  insane  patients,  and  more  than  8:^0,000  for  interest  on  bonds 
and  mortgages,  rents,  legacies,  &c.  The  amount  of  payments  for  the 
year  is  put°down  the  same  as  that  of  the  receipts,  though  the  actual 
amount  of  both,  after  deducting  balances  and  financial  negociations,  is 
much  less  than  this. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  last  year,  was  938—667 
poor  patients,  and  271  paving  ones.  There  were  discharged  during  the 
year,  922,  leaving  89  at"  its  close,  on  the  27th  of  April.  Of  the  938 
persons  admitted,°473  only  were  natives  of  the  United  States;  and  of  the 
foreigners,  348  were  Irish.  ,         ,         ,  , 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  institution,  in  1752,  there  have  been  ad- 
mitted 41,053  patients,  of  whom  22,595  were  poor,  and  were  treated  at 
the  expense  of  the  Hospital.  Of  this  whole  number,  there  have  been 
cured  25,693  ;  died,  4,261 ;  pregnant  women  safely  delivered,  991  ;  in- 
fants born  in  the  Hospital  and  discharged  in  health,  933.  Besides  these, 
during  the  last  three  years  there  have  been  admitted  into  the  Hospital 
for  the  Insane,  381  patients. 

Practice  of  Physic  and  Sxirgery  in  the  State  of  New  York. — The 
followino-  act  was  lately  passed  by  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  New 
York.  Section  1.  The  22d  Section  of  Chapter  14.  Title  7,  Part  first,  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  and  all  other  provisions  of  said  Title,  and  all  other 
laws  of  this  State,  which  prohibit  any  person  from  recovering,  by  suit  or 
action,  any  debt  or  demand  arising  from  the  practice  of  physic  or  surgery, 
or  a  compensation  for  services  rendered  in  attending  the  sick  or  in  pre- 
scribing for  the  sick,  are  hereby  repealed. 

^  2.  The  act  entitled  •'  An  Act  concerning  the  practice  of  Physic  and 
Surgery  in  this  Slate,"  passed  April  7,  1830,  is  hereby  repealed. 

^3.  No  person  shall  be  liable  to  any  criminal  prosecution  or  to  indict- 
ment, for  practising  physic  or  surgery  without  license,  excepting  in  cases 
of  malpractice,  or  gross  ignorance,  or  immoral  conduct  in  such  practice. 

^  4.  All  and  every  person,  not  being  a  licensed  physician,  who  shall 
practise  or  attempt  to  practise  physic  or  surgery,  or  who  shall  prescribe 
for  or  administer  medicines  or  specifics  to  or  for  the  sick,  shall  be  liable 
for  damages,  in  cases  of  mal-practice,  as  if  such  person  were  duly  licens- 
ed to  practise  physic  or  surgery. 

^  5.  Any  person  who  shall  practise  physic  or  surgery,  or  prescribe 
medicines,  or  specifics  for  the  sick,  and  shall,  in  any  court  having  cogniz- 
ance thereof,  be  convicted  of  gross  ignorance,  malpractice  or  gross  immo- 
rality, shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not 
exceeding  twelve  months,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Monroe  County  Medical  Society.— The  annual  meeting  was  held  at 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  inst.  The  President,  Dr. 
Webster,  laid  before  the  meeting  the  medical  legislation  of  the  late  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  with  appropriate  remarks  relative  to  its  bearing 
on   the  profession— a   subject    which  subsequently   elicited   considerable 
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discussion.  Two  resolution?  were  offered  by  Dr.  Reid,  which  after  va- 
rious ainendments  and  no  little  debate,  were  passed  as  follows. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Monroe  County  Medical  Society 
concur  in  the  wisdom  of  the  late  act  of  the  Legislature,  by  which  irregu- 
lar practitioners  are  allowed  to  collect  their  fees  and  are  made  liable  to 
actions  for  malpractice,  and  believe  that  the  interests  of  the  public  and 
the  profession  will  be  thereby  promoted. 

Resolved,  also,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  licensed  physicians  to  maintain 
and  cordially  to  support  the  present  organization  of  the  County  and  Stale 
Medical  Societies. 

The  following,  submitted  by  Dr.  Armstrong,  was  passed,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Strong, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  absence  of  any  legislative  protection,  we  are 
bound  by  a  sense  of  justice  to  ourselves,  as  well  as  to  the  community  at 
large,  to  adopt  such  means  of  protection  as  our  peculiar  circumstances 
and  position  in  society  will  allow  ;  particularly  by  cultivating  ourselves, 
and  by  requiring  from  those  about  to  be  initiated  into  the  profession,  a 
high  standard  of  professional  qualification,  and  by  repudiating  and  dis- 
countenancing every  form  of  quackery,  regarding  all  professional  fellow- 
ship either  with  it  or  with  those  who  practise  it  as  alike  dishonorable  to 
ourselves  and  injurious  to  the  public. 

Dr.  Edson's  resolution  was  next  adopted  : 

Whereas,  by  a  law  recently  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  all 
persons,  whether  licensed  or  not,  are  authorized  to  practise  and  collect 
their  fees,  it  is  not  any  longer  important  to  Homoeopathists,  or  other 
irregular  practitioners,  to  continue  members  of  this  Society  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  all  such  persons  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to 
withdraw  their  names  from  the  list  of  members  of  the  Monroe  County 
Medical  Society. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  : — E.  \V.  Armstrong,  of 
Rochester,  President  ;  Socrates  Smith,  of  Rush,  Vice  President ;  W.  W. 
Ely,  of  Rochester,  Secretary  ;  P.  G,  Tobey,  do. ,Treas2irer.  James  Web- 
ster, J.  B.  Elwood,  W.  W.  Ely,  M.  Strong,  P.  McNaughton,  Davis  Car- 
penter, China  Smith,  Censors. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  the  Irving  House  to  dinner,  and  subse- 
quently to  the  rooms  of  Messrs.  J.  C.  &  D.  Hyatt,  pursuant  to  their  invi- 
tation to  examine  their  newly-constructed  manakin,  in  plaster;  in  refer- 
ence to  which,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  we  have  inspected  with  much  pleasure  the  manakin 
constructed  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  &  D.  Hyatt,  and  consider  it  highly  creditable 
to  the  enterprise  and  ingenuity  of  the  artists,  and  deserving  of  the  atten- 
tion and  patronage  of  the  profession. 

To  CoRRESPO.NDFNTs. — A  Report  of  a  Case  of  Diseased  Ovaria,  and  Notes 
of  a  visit  to  the  New  York  and  Philadelphia  Medical  Schools,  have  been  received. 

Married, — In  Boston,  Benjamin  B.  Appleton,  M.D.,  to  Miss  K.  E.  Thompson. 


Died, — At  Plymouth,  Mass.,  the  venerable  James  Thacher,  M.D.,  aged  90. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  May  25,  36.— Mates,  14  ;  Females,  22.     Stillborn,  7. 

or  consumption,  4— scarlet  fever,  4— cioup,  2— old  age,  3— inflammation  of  ihc  lungs,  I— lung  fever, 
4 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — accidental,  1 — infantile,  2 — burn,  1 — dropsy  in  the  brain,  2— marasmus,  2 — 
ainenorrhcea,  1 — measles,  1 — cankerrash,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1  — cancer,  1 — apoplexy,  1— teething, 
1 — decline,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1. 

Under  5  years,  19— between  5  and  20  years,  3— between  20  and  60  years,  8— oyer  60  years,  6. 
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Case  of  Obstruction  in  the  Intestinal  Canal,  terminating  favorably  on 
the  Ninth  Day  by  Spontaneous  Vomiting.  By  Sir  G.  Lefevre,  M.D. — 
The  subject  of  the  present  case  was  a  little  girl,  of  twelve  years  of  age  ; 
of  a  very  delicate  constitution,  strongly-marked  scrofulous  disposition, 
and  with  very  feeble  digestive  powers,  so  that  she  was  unable  to  digest 
fruit  or  vegetables.  She  had  been  attacked  by  epidemic  autumnal  cholera, 
wliich  prevailed  amongst  children  in  the  town  where  she  was  residing, 
and  which  yielded  to  the  usual  mode  of  treatment.  Soon  after  the  ter- 
mination of  this  she  was  attacked  by  a  disease  of  an  opposite  nature,  and 
became  obstinately  constipated,  whilst  the  stomach  rejected  everything  that 
was  taken.  Purgatives  had  been  employed  in  every  shape,  but  without 
effect ;  leeches  had  been  applied  to  the  abdomen,  which  had  been  foment- 
ed freely.  Such  was  the  history  of  the  case  which  I  received  previous 
to  my  seeing  her  on  the  27th  of  August,  in  the  afternoon.  [Continual 
vomiting  of  green  bilious  fluid,  but  without  much  effort,  was  then  the 
most  annoying  symptom.  Small  doses  of  prussic  acid  in  almond  milk 
checked  the  vomiting  some  hours.  Croton  oil  was  given  internally  and 
by  clysters,  and  bladders  of  ice  were  applied  over  the  belly.  The  matter 
vomited  on  the  30th  was  evidently  from  the  ileum,  and  the  stricture 
seemed  to  be  about  the  caput  cseci.  Water  was  injected  by  a  long  elastic 
tube,  which  was  introduced  into  the  rectum  and  carried  to  the  colon,  pro- 
ducing distress,  but  no  relief.  On  the  31st  all  the  symptoms  were  worse, 
and  she  seemed,  about  to  die.  She  was  removed  to  a  cooler  room,  and 
being  much  fatigued,  a  glass  of  Maderia  wine  was  given  her,  when 
she  immediately  threw  up  three  pints  of  a  dark-green  fluid.]  She  expe- 
rienced immediate  relief  and  breathed  more  freely,  and  the  upper  part  of 
the  body  became  more  loose  and  compressible.  I  gave  her  some  more 
wine,  which  remained  on  her  stomach  ;  she  had  no  more  nausea.  Con- 
stant friction  was  maintained  over  the  abdomen,  and  injections  of  vinegar 
and  water  were  repeated  every  hour.  The  first  was  returned  without  be- 
ing accompanied  by  any  solid  matter,  but  had  a  foetid  smell.  The  second 
was  accompanied  by  pieces  of  flocculent  matter,  of  a  membranous  appear- 
ance, and  the  fluid  returned  was  horribly  foetid,  like  putrid  water  in  which 
flesh  had  been  macerated.  She  was  enabled  to  compress  the  abdominal 
muscles  and  make  an  effort  to  go  to  stool,  which  the  previous  great  dis- 
tension, paralyzing  the  action  of  the  muscles,  had  prevented  her  from  do- 
ing. Much  of  this  membranous  matter  came  away  after  each  injection. 
The  smell  was  most  offensive.  About  four  hours  after  the  spontaneous 
vomiting  she  asked  to  go  to  the  chair,  when  the  bowels  gave  way  and  a 
large  quantity  of  solid  excrement  was  voided.  She  passed  more  stools 
in  the  course  of  the  evening,  and  then  slept  tranquilly.  The  following 
morning  I  gave  her  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  which  produced  its  desired  effect 
without  creating  nausea,  and  1  left  her  convalescent.  I  learned,  subse- 
quently, from  my  colleagues,  that  she  had  a  good  deal  of  constitutional 
fever  for  four  or  five  days.  She  recovered  in  a  short  time,  and  her  di- 
gestive powers  are  now  better  than  previous  to  her  illness.  The  obstruc- 
tion was  relieved  only  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  disease.  [This  case  was 
read  by  Dr.  L.  to  the  Royal  Med.  and  Chir.  Society,  and  he  suggested 
that  an  early  emetic  might  have  hastened  the  favorable  termination. 
Some  symptoms  favored  the  opinion  that  the  obstruction  depended  on 
intussusception;  other  symptoms  were  against  it.] — Abridged  from  the 
london  lancet. 
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ON    THE    USE    OF  THE    ALCOHOLIC     LOTION    IN    PHTHISIS     PUL- 

MON.^LIS. 

By  Marshall  Hall,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  &c. 

So  many  persons  affected  by  incipient  phthisis,  marked  by  dulness  of 
sound  on  percussion,  and  no  doubtful  pectoriloquy  under  the  clavicle, 
haemoptysis,  and  disposition  to  chills,  heats,  and  early  morning  perspira- 
tions, Stc,  have  been  benefited  and  restored  to  apparent  health  by  the 
remedy,  or  remedies,  which  I  am  about  to  mention,  that  I  cannot  but 
think  they  possess  great  efficacy. 

The  first  and  the  principal  of  the  remedies  is  an  alcoholic  lotion  con- 
stantly applied  by  means  of  six  folds  of  linen  over  and  across  the  upper 
lobes  of  the  lungs. 

One  part  of  pure  alcohol  is  mixed  with  three  parts  of  water.  It  is 
applied  tepid  at  first,  afterwards  of  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere. 
It  is  applied,  in  small  quantity  at  a  time,  every  Jive  minutes,  so  that  the 
application  may  always  consist  of  alcohol  and  water.  (If  applied  in 
larger  quantity  and  less  frequently,  the  alcohol  would  evaporate,  and 
water  alone  would  be  left,  and  this  would  be  the  source  of  a  feeling  of 
discomfort  instead  of  the  feeling  of  glow  which  the  alcohol  induces.) 
The  application  is  easily  made  ;  a  piece  of  soft  linen,  of  the  size  of  a 
very  large  sheet  of  letter-paper,  being  folded  in  the  usual  manner,  is  then 
folded  twice  more,  in  lines  parallel  with  the  first,  so  that  the  whole  consists 
of  six  folds.  These  are  stretched,  applied  across  the  upper  part  of  the 
thorax  just  below  the  clavicles,  and  fastened  to  the  shoulder-straps,  or 
other  part  of  the  dress,  which  latter  is  to  be  arranged  so  as  to  be  readily 
opened  and  closed.  A  sponge,  the  size  of  a  walnut,  is  then  filled  with 
the  lotion,  and  pressed  upon  the  linen  along  its  whole  course,  the  dress 
being  opened  for  this  purpose  and  immediately  closed. 

Tins  operation  need  not  occupy  five  seconds.  It  should  be  repeated, 
as  I  have  stated,  every  five  minutes.  The  application  of  the  lotion 
should  be  incessant  during  the  day  and  all  waking  hours,  the  dress  being 
light,  or  even  entirely  removed,  so  as  to  allow  of  free  and  rapid  evapora- 
tion.     It  is  suspended  during  the  night. 

It  is  by  no  means  my  wish  to  laud  this  remedy  beyond  its  just  value  ; 
but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  it  possesses  a  power  in  checking 
the  progress  of  the  deposition  and  softening  of  tubercle  in  the  lungs,  be- 
IS 
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yond  any  other  which  I  have  ever  tried.  And  the  number  of  patients 
who  have  recovered  from  incipient  phthisis  under  its  use,  and  who,,  after 
many  years,  are  still  living,  and  in  apparent  health,  induces  me  to  express 
myself  in  strong  terms  in  regard  to  its  extreme  value. 

One  patient,  who  consulted  me  fifteen  years  ago,  had  dulness  on  per- 
cussion, and  pectoriloquy,  and  every  other  si^'n  of  incipient  phthisis. 
He  applied,  and  long  wore,  (he  alcoholic  lotion,  called  it  his  "  breast-plate," 
and  is  now  a  professor  of College. 

A  lady,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  became  afTected  with  haemoptysis, 
and  displayed  the  physical  signs  and  the  usual  symptoms  of  phthisis. 
She  was  enjoined  the  alcoholic  lotion.  It  is  fourteen  years  since  it  was 
first  applied,  and  it  is  continued,  or  renewed,  if  ever  suspended,  to  this 
day. 

I  saw  a  young  lady  two  years  ago.  one  of  a  most  consumptive  family, 
affected  with  hemoptysis,  and  with  every  threatening  sign  and  symptom 
of  incipient  phthisis.  I  prescribed  the  alcoholic  lotion,  and  the  cough 
and  haemoptysis  were  r(>nioved,  and  every  fear  dispelled.  It  had  already 
been  proposed  that  this  young  lady  should  take  a  voyage  to  Maderia. 
She  did  so,  continuing  the  lotion,  and  returned  in  apparent  good  health. 

Three  months  ago  a  young  lady  was  brought  to  me,  having  a  recur- 
rence of  haemoptysis.  There  were  pectoriloquy  and  dulness  under  the 
right  clavicle,  cough,  loss  of  color,  and  of  flesh.  The  alcoholic  lotion 
was  applied.  The  haemoptysis  and  cough  ceased.  The  patient  went  to 
Hastings,  and  every  account  which  I  have  received  has  been  one  of  im- 
[)roved  health. 

1  give  these  cases  as  examples.  I  do  not  imaL'ine  that  the  alcoholic 
lotion  does  more  than  check  the  morbid  process.  But — "  Est  quoddam 
prodire,  tenus  si  non  datar  ultra." 

In  what  the  morbid  processes  of  the  deposition  and  the  softening  of 
tubercle  consist,  I  believe  we  do  not  know  ;  but  if  these  processes  be 
really  checked  by  the  application  of  the  alcoholic  lotion,  we  have  a 
practical  fact  which  must  excite  the  deepest  interest.  Some  degree  of 
this  influence,  in  incipient  cases,  is,  I  believe,  exerted  by  this  remedy. 

None  of  the  remedies  ever  yet  proposed  for  phthisis  has  maintained 
the  character  first  given  to  it.  The  encorniuius  bestowed  upon  them 
were  always  beyond  the  truth  ;  I  would,  therefore,  carefully  guard  against 
such  an  event  in  the  present  instance  ;  and  I  would  beg  to  be  understood  as 
stating  only  the  fact  that  I  have  witnessed  many,  very  many,  cases  of 
incipient  phthisis  checked  by  the  strenuous  application  of  the  alcoholic 
lotion,  and  the  patients  restored  to  apparent  [lealth,  these  cases  having 
been  proved  to  be  phthisis  by  the  presence  of  the  physical  signs,  as  well 
as  the  morhid  symptoms  of  this  dire  disease. 

I  would  also  guard  my  readers  against  trusting  to  this  remedy  as  a 
sort  of  cure  for  pl)thisis.  I  think  it  the  most  important  remedy  in  this 
disease  which  we  possess;  but  I  would  by  no  means  nejjlect  any  of  the 
other  well-known  aids  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis.  Of  these,  changes 
of  air;  free  exposure  to  the  sea-breezes;  a  sea  voyage  ;  a  mild  clinrate; 
a  chalky  soil ;  a  locality  screened  from  the  north-east  winds  ;  gentle  exer- 
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clses,  especially  on  liorsebiu-k  ;  a  meat  diet,  witii  a  Utile  of  Bass's  ale, 
perhaps,  but  otherwise  without  stimulus  ;  the  system  of  sponging  with  the 
sea  water,  or  salt  and  water,  or  vinegar  and  water ;  iigiit  clothing,  with 
flannel  next  llie  skin,  &c.  ;  the  plan  recommended  by  the  late  Dr. 
Stewait,  &ic.,  constitute  th«  additional  remedies  to  be  adopted  in  the  treat- 
tnent  of  phtliisis. 

The  rest  of  tlie  remedies  to  be  adopted  in  phthisis  will  be  noticed  in 
other  p;ipers  on  tiie  treatment  of  tubercle  in  general,  and  chronic 
affections  of  the  chest  in  particular. — London  Lancet, 


DISEASED   OVARIA. 

B7  A.  W,  Kennedy,  M.D.,  Old    Town,   Me. 
[Communicated  for  the  IlosKni  Medical  and  Snrercal  Journal.] 

I^f  March,  1843,  I  was  requested  by  a  physician  of  this  village  to  visit  a 
dropsical  patient,  Mrs.  Howes,  residing  in  Milford,  an  adjoining  town. 
As  lie  proposed  tapping  her,  I  accompanied  him,  and  found  a  young 
lady  who  had  been  married  one  year,  with  a  prominent,  full  abdomen, 
resembling  one  near  her  confinement.  Upon  examination,  found  the  ab- 
domen externally  presented  the  appearance  of  pregnancy.  There  were 
slight  elevations  and  de[)rpssions  quite  over  the  abdominal  surface,  giving 
the  appearance  as  though  the  foetal  form  could  be  somewhat  felt.  The 
patient,  her  nurse,  and  her  husband,  thought  she  was  pregnant.  Upon 
inquiry,  it  was  found  that  this  enlargement  comn)enced  in  June,  nine 
months  before  this  time,  and  she  thought  she  had  at  times  distinctly  felt 
the  motions  of  the  child  up  to  the  sixth  month,  since  which  she  had  not  dis- 
covered any.  Learning  these  facts,  and  not  finding  the  al)fioinen  round, 
full,  and  of  equal  distension,  as  in  ascites,  I  objected  to  the  operation,  and 
advised  her  physician  to  delay  it  for  awhile.  He  was  anxious  to  perform 
the  operation  then,  and  being  older  than  myself,  and  the  patient  and  the 
responsibility  his,  I  yielded,  and  allowed  him  to  proceed.  He  made  a 
small  external  incision  with  the  scalpel,  and  then  attempted  to  introduce 
the  trochar ;  but  suddenly  gave  it  up,  and  said  he  would  defer  the  opera- 
tion. The  patient  and  her  friends  becaine  dissatisfied  with  the  course  of 
the  physician,  and  employed  another.  I  heard  occasionally  from  her 
that  she  continued  about  the  same  as  when  I  saw  her  in  Marcli.  The 
summer  following  she  was  able  to  attend  to  her  domestic  duties,  felt 
some  pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  abdomen,  more  on  the  left  side  than  the 
other.  Troubled  with  ischuria,  fulness  of  the  abdomen  gradually  in- 
creasing. 

March  10th,  1844,1  was  requested  to  visit  her,  and  found  her  laboring 
under  active  pneumonia,  of  which  she  was  relieved  in  a  few  days.  Her 
health  and  strength  began  then  to  decline  rapidly,  succeeded  by  much 
abdominal  irritation  and  pain,  attended  with  great  [)rostration  and  delirium, 
till  the  25th  of  March,  when  she  died.  Tlie  consent  of  her  friends  was 
obtained  to  a  ■post-mortem  examination  ;  and  an  incision  was  made  from 
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the  umbilicus  to  the  symphysis  pubis,  upon  the  linea  alba,  through  the 
skin  and  cellular  substance,  whicli  was  removed  on  one  side,  and  then 
the  obliquus  externus  and  internus,  with  the  transversalis  muscles  down 
to  the  sheath  of  the  rectus,  as  there  were  appearances  of  some  fluid  in 
the  sheath  of  that  muscle.  None  was,  however,  found.  As  the  abdo- 
men was  tense  and  full,  the  peritoneum  was  punctured,  but  no  fluid  escap- 
ing, the  handle  of  the  scalpel  was  inserted  and  passed  freely  round  over 
the  tumor.  Divided  the  linea  alba  to  the  extent  of  the  first  incision, 
when  the  whole  tumor  was  exposed.  A  line  was  passed  round  its  great- 
est circumference,  which  was  27  inches,  and  its  smallest  23.  Removed 
with  it  the  uterus,  vagina,  bladder,  and  other  appendages,  and  found,  as  I 
had  previously  supposed,  that  the  left  ovarium  had  increased  to  this  enor- 
mous size.  The  uterus  and  vagina  appeared  healthy.  The  right  ovarium 
was  some  diseased,  and  the  fimbriae  inflamed,  with  marks  of  inflammation 
in  many  places  of  the  alimentary  canal.  The  catamenia  had  continued 
regularly  up  to  within  six  weeks  of  lier  death.  A  deep  incision  was 
made  in  the  tumor,  and  a  discharge  like  old  rancid  oil  escaped,  in  quantity 
four  or  five  ounces.  There  were  probably  one  hundred  cysts,  from  the 
size  of  a  pea  to  two  inches  in  diameter — some  containing  as  above,  others 
albumen,  others  a  hard  jelly,  others  a  soft  white  paste-like  mass,  and  in 
these  there  was  generally  hair,  either  attached  to  the  inside  or  outside, 
some  of  it  ten  inches  long.  Other  sacs  were  filled  with  purulent  matter, 
and  between  these  sacs  there  were  hard  cartilaginous  tumors,  also  small 
pieces  of  bone  connected  by  cartilage,  without  any  regularity  or  order. 
The  amount  of  bony  matter  was  trifling,  not  more  than  three  ounces. 
There  was  no  foetal  form,  and  from  the  appearances  of  the  bony  matter 
and  its  connection,  there  probably  never  had  been.  The  tumor  was  not 
weighed,  but  it  was  presumed  its  weight  was  about  ten  lbs.,  one  half  of 
which  was  fluid,  the  other  mostly  cartilage,  and  this  was  in  the  centre  of 
the  tumor  and  enclosed  the  bony  matter. 

During  the  examination,  the  inquiry  was  made  whether  this  could  not 
have  been  removed  before  death  with  safety  to  the  patient.  I  replied,  it 
might  have  been  done,  if  we  had  known  as  much  about  it  as  we  do  now ; 
but  I  should  not  have  been  willing  to  guarantee  the  patient's  life.  To 
have  removed  this  diseased  ovarium  before  death,  the  cutting  would  not 
have  been  extensive,  aside  from  the  external  incision  or  division  of  the 
linea  alba.  The  ovarium  from  its  size  had  risen  high  up  in  the  abdomen, 
and  the  cutting  would  have  been  only  the  natural  connection  between  it 
and  the  uterus  ;  and  this  had  become  extended  so  that  it  was  longer  and 
a  little  thicker  than  natural,  about  one  inch  in  width  and  two  lines  in 
thickness.  The  peritoneal  adhesion  extended  about  two  inches  beyond 
this,  which  would  have  required  division. 

Since  making  the  above  report,  I  have  had  put  into  my  hands  the 
report  of  an  operation  by  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  where  both  of 
the  ovaria  were  removed,  and  the  patient  did  well.  I  have  since  thought, 
should  I  ever  have  another  patient  in  circumstances  similar  to  the  one 
above  described,  I  should  be  much  more  particular  in  the  examination, 
and  endeavor  to  satisfy  myself  with  the  nature  and  location  of  the  disease. 
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If  an  operation  had  been  performed  on  this  patient  some  months  before 
her  death,  when  her  health  was  good,  there  might,  as  it  seems  to  me 
now,  upon  a  review  of  the  case,  liave  been  aftbrded  her  a  fair  chance, 
and  certainly  the  only  chance,  of  recovery. 


THE   GROWTH   OF  THE   BEARD    HISTORICALLY   CONSIDERED- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  beard  liaving  been  medically  considered  in  your  Journal,  I 
send  you  a  historical  view  of  the  subject  from  the  work  to  which  1  allud- 
ed in  my  article  publislied  April  lOih.  It  is  not  historically  considered 
in  reference  to  medicine,  but  in  reference  to  the  changes  it  has  under- 
gone from  the  fashions  and  the  customs  of  the  past.  But  even  in  this 
point  of  view,  as  correlative  to  other  points  of  a  medical  bearing,  the  re- 
marks may  not  be  deemed  inappropriate  upon  the  page  of  medical  history. 
Though  the  beard  and  its  functions  can  be  properly  judged  only  upon 
physiological  and  pathological  grounds,  yet  its  extraneous  history,  in  re- 
ference to  the  habits  of  the  ages  through  which  it  has  passed,  may  be  read 
as  not  altogether  inapt  in  the  annals  of  medical  lore. 

The  growth  of  the  beard,  medically  considered,  presents  a  breast-work 
of  protection  for  the  lungs  and  throat ;  and  useful  for  the  healthy  per- 
formance of  the  functions  of  these  parts.  It  is  nature's  own  respirator  ; 
and  none  made  by  art  can  meet  the  indication  so  well.  Pains  of  the 
teeth,  and  other  neuralgic  ailments,  are  greatly  prevented  by  the  growth 
of  the  beard  ;  and,  by  high  authority,  relapses  in  fever  have  been  ascribed 
to  the  shaving  of  this  appendage — lo  say  nothing  of  its  other  relation- 
ships to  health  and  disease. 

Historically  considered,  "  the  practice  of  shaving,"  says  my  authority, 
"  probably  originated  at  first  from  its  being  found  that  the  beard  afforded 
too  good  a  hold  to  an  enemy  in  battle.  This  is  the  cause  assigned  for 
the  origin  of  shaving  among  the  Greeks,  about  the  time  of  Alexander; 
and  in  most  countries  we  find  the  practice  is  first  adopted  by  military  men, 
and  that  men  of  pacific  and  learned  pursuits  retain  their  beards  much 
later.  The  Greeks  continued  to  shave  till  the  time  of  Justinian,  in  whose 
reign  long  beards  became  again  fashionable,  and  remained  in  use  till  Con- 
stantinople was  taken  by  the  Turks.  The  Romans  appear  to  have  de- 
rived the  custom  of  shaving  from  the  inhabitants  of  Sicily,  who  were  of 
Greek  origin  ;  for  we  find  that  a  number  of  barbers  were  sent  from  thence 
to  Rome  in  the  year  296  B.  C.  At  the  expiration  of  the  Republic, 
beards  had  become  very  rare.  Even  in  Greece  the  beard  was  always 
worn  (except  among  the  Macedonians)  until  the  time  of  Alexander,  and 
in  Rome  until  the  year  300  B.  C.  In  both  nations  the  philosophers 
and  priests  retained  their  beard  after  it  had  been  relinquished  by  the  body 
of  the  people.  But  among  that  singular  people,  the  Egyptians,  it  was 
the  priests  that  shaved,  and  they  shaved  not  only  the  face,  but  the 
head  and  the  whole  body.  But  they  let  their  beards  and  hair  grow  in 
time  of  mourning  ;  and  so  did  the  Romans  when  they  became  a  shaven 
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pQoplR  ;  while  the  Greeks  in  the  titne  of  beards  were  accustomed  to 
manifest  their  grief  by  shaving.  Indeed,  these  opposite  signs  of  mourn- 
ing may  be  considered  to  liave  prevailed  respectively  in  bearded  and 
shaven  nations.  On  a  similar  principle,  a  beard  was  a  token  of  bondage 
among  shaven  nations,  and  the  want  of  a  beard  had  the  same  signification 
among  bearded  people.  The  slaves  of  the  Romans  wore  their  beard 
and  hair  long  ;  and  when  they  were  manumitted  they  shaved  the  head  in 
the  Temple  of  Feronia,  and  put  on  a  cap  as  the  badge  of  liberty.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Franks,  who  were  a  bearded  people,  when  they  be- 
came masters  of  Gaul  ordered  all  bomismen  to  shave  their  chins  ;  and 
this  law  continued  until  the  entire  abolition  of  servitude  in  France.  As 
in  the  times  of  the  first  race  of  kings  the  beard  was  a  token  of  nobility 
and  freedom,  the  kings  themselves  were  emulous  to  have  the  longest 
beards.  Eginhard  describes  the  kings  of  this  race  as  proceeding  to  the 
assemblies  in  the  field  of  Mars,  in  a  carriage  drawn  by  oxen,  and  sitting 
on  the  throne  with  very  long  beards. 

In  what  are  called  the  middle  ages,  it  appears  that  beards  were  gene- 
rally, although  not  uniformly,  in  higl)  esieem.  Among  the  early  French 
monarchs  it  seems  to  have  been  a  custom  that  documents  of  importance, 
emanating  from  the  sovereign,  should  have  three  hairs  of  his  beard  upon 
the  seal.  Tliere  is  still  extant  a  charter  of  the  date  of  1121,  which  de- 
clares that  it  liad  thus  been  ratified.  We  presume  this  custo(n  expired 
when  such  documents  became  so  numerous  as  to  threaten  the  royal  beard 
with  demolition.  There  are  many  individual  beards,  the  memory  of  which 
has  come  down  to  our  own  times,  whether  from  their  length  and  beauty, 
or  from  anecdotes  of  beard-respect  connected  with  them.  A  few  of 
these  we  cannot  refrain  from  indicating.  Of  King  Robert  of  France, 
the  rival  of  Charles  the  Simple,  in  the  tenth  century,  we  hardly  know 
which  is  greatest,  the  renown  of  his  exploits  or  of  his  long  white  beard, 
which  he  suffered  to  hang  down  on  the  outside  of  his  cuirass  to  encourage 
his  troops  in  battle,  and  rally  them  when  defeated.  At  a  much  later 
period,  the  respect  in  which  beards  were  held  by  the  Portuguese  is  well 
ihusirated  by  tlie  roinantic  anecdote  of  the  brave  John  de  Castro,  who, 
when  he  had  taken  the  castle  of  Diu  in  India,  (elt  himself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  borrowing  a  thousand  pistoles  for  the  maintenance  of  his  fleet ; 
and  as  a  security  for  the  loan,  sent  then)  one  of  his  whiskers,  telling  them 
that  '  all  the  gold  in  the  world  cannot  equal  the  value  of  this  n;Uural  or- 
nament of  my  valor,  which  I  deposite  in  your  hands  as  a  security  for  the 
money.'  It  is  related  that  the  good  people  of  Goa  were  much  affected 
by  this  message,  and  generously  sent  back  both  the  money  and  the  whisker. 
About  the  same  period  lived  the  German  painter  John  Mayo,  nicknamed 
'  John  the  bearded,'  on  account  of  his  splendid  beard.  Although  he 
was  a  tall  man,  it  was  of  such  length  that  it  reached  the  ground  when  he 
stood  upright,  for  which  reason  he  commonly  fastened  it  to  his  girdle. 
The  Emperor  Charles  V.  used  to  take  much  delight  in  seeing  this  extraor- 
dinary heard  unfastened,  and  the  wind  blowing  it  against  the  lords  of  his 
court.  Every  one  has  heard  of  the  beard  of  Sir  Thomas  More  ;  not 
that   it  appears  to  have  been   remarkable  in  itself,  but  from  the  anxiety 


The  Growth  of  the  Beard  historically  considered.  355 

of  that   distinguished   man  to  preserve   Ills   beard  '  innocent  of  treason," 
and  from  being  injured  by  the  stroke  which  deprived  him  of  life. 

The  ancient  German  nations  shaved  the  beard  except  that  on  the 
upper  hp.  The  ancient  Goths,  Franks,  Gauls,  and  Briions,  also  wore 
only  n)ustaches.  The  Saxons  wore  long  beards,  but  at  the  intioduction 
of  Christianity,  the  laity  began  by  degrees  to  imitate  the  clergy,  who 
were  shaven.  The  Danes  appear  to  have  worn  their  beards.  The 
Normans  shaved  their  beards  entirely,  and  looked  upon  the  appendage 
with  so  much  distaste  as  an  indication  of  misery  and  distress,  tliat  they 
were  the  great  apostles  of  shaving  wherever  they  came.  Accordinglv 
they  endeavored  to  persuade  or  compel  the  English  to  shave  the  hair  of 
tl)eir  upper  lips.  The  great  majority  yielded  to  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
but  there  w'ere  many  who  chose  to  leave  the  country  rather  than  resign 
their  whiskers.  However,  beards  again  had  their  day.  In  the  14th  cen- 
tury, they  became  again  fashionable,  and  continued  until  the  beginning  of 
the  17th.  At  the  latter  date  their  dimensions  had  become  more  contracted, 
and  they  were  soon  after  relinquished,  the  mustache  only  being  retained  ; 
and  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  century  the  practice  of  shaving  the 
whole  face  had  become  universal.  In  the  latter  changes  the  example  of 
France  was  followed.  In  that  country,  Henry  IV.  was  the  last  sove- 
reign who  wore  a  beaid,  and  he  had  a  tolerably  fine  one.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  beardless  niinor,  in  compliment  to  whom  the  courtiers  shaved 
all  their  beards  except  the  mustaches,  and  ultimately  the  mustaches  also 
disappeared.  Tlie  Spaniards,  more  tardily  influenced  by  French  exam- 
ple, kept  their  beards  till  the  French  and  English  were  beginning  to  relin- 
quish even  mustaches.  Perhaps  they  would  have  kept  the  cherished 
appendage  to  this  day,  but  a  French  prince  (Philip  V.)  mounted  the 
throne  with  a  shaven  chin.  The  courtiers,  uith  heavy  iiearts,  imitated 
the  prince  ;  and  tlie  people,  with  still  heavier  hearts,  imitated  the  cour- 
tiers. The  poj)ular  feeling  on  the  subject,  however,  remains  recorded  in  the 
proverb,  '  Since  we  have  lost  our  beards,  we  have  lost  our  souls.' 

With  respect  to  beards  among  ecclesiastics,  as  the  practice  has  some- 
what differed  fron)  that  of  the  laity,  it  requires  to  be  separately  noticed. 
Sometimes  the  clergy  of  the  Western  church  were  enjoined  to  wear 
Ijeards.  under  an  im|)ression  that  shaving  was  an  effeminate  [jraciice,  imd 
that  a  beard  well  became  the  gravity  of  the  ecclesiastical  character ;  and 
at  other  times  shaving  was  enforced  from  an  idea  that  pride  was  too  apt 
to  lurk  beneath  a  venerable  beard.  It  is  related  that  Guillaume  Duprat, 
Bishop  of  Clermont,  who  assisted  at  the  Council  of  Trent,  and  built  the 
College  of  the  Jesuits  at  Paris,  had  the  finest  beard  that  was  ever  seen. 
It  was  too  fine  a  beard  for  a  bishop  ;  and  the  canons  of  his  Cathedral,  ia 
full  chapter  assembled,  came  to  the  barbarous  resolution  of  shaving  him. 
Accordingly,  when  he  next  came  to  the  choir,  the  dean,  the  provost  and 
the  chant  re  approached  with  scissors  and  razors,  soap,  basin  and  warm 
water.  He  took  to  his  heels  at  the  sight,  and  escaped  to  his  castle  of 
Beauregard,  about  two  miles  from  Clermont,  wliere  he  fell  sick  from  vex- 
ation and  died. 

By  the  statutes  of  nnonasteries  it   appears  that   lay  monks  were  to  let 
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their  beards  grow,  but  that  the  priests  were  to  shave.  The  ecclesiastics 
of  the  Greek  churcli  were  great  sticklers  for  the  beard,  and  when  the 
rupture  between  that  and  tlie  chuich  of  Rome  was  com|)leted,  the  latter 
went  more  decidedly  into  the  opposite  extreme.  Nevertheless,  the 
regulations  about  shaving  seem  not  to  have  been  rigidly  enforced  on  the 
higher  dignitaries  of  the  church,  for  we  frequently  find  that  both  cardinals 
and  bishops  wore  their  beards.  Cardinal  Pole  and  Bishop  Gardiner,  in 
the  reign  of  Mary  I.,  had  remarkably  fine  ones.  The  early  bishops  and 
fathers  of  the  Protestant  church  wore  their  beards  ;  but  Martin  Luther 
himself,  who  had  been  a  Monk,  is  always  represented  without  such  an 
appendage. 

The  Persians  in  very  early  times  were  accustomed  to  give  great  atten- 
tion to  their  beards.  We  are  informed  by  Chrysostom  that  their  kings 
had  the  beard  interwoven  or  matted  with  gold  thread  ;  and  the  accuracy 
of  this  information  is  evinced  by  the  ancient  Persian  sculpture  which 
still  remains,  in  which  the  common  beards  are  curiously  and  nicely  curled, 
while  those  of  the  throned  personages  are  stiff  and  matted.  The 
beards  even  of  Persia  have,  however,  undergone  fluctuations.  During 
the  Tuffavean  dynasty  it  appears  that  only  mustaches  were  common. 
Now,  however,  the  ancient  zeal  for  beards  has  revived  ;  and  the  king 
himself  has  one  of  the  finest  ever  seen.  It  reaches  below  his  waist,  and 
is  altogether  so  rich  an  appendage  that  it  forms  an  unfailing  theme  of 
admiring  talk  among  the  subjects  of  the  Shah,  who  seem  sometimes  to 
feel  that  were  other  claims  wanting,  his  beard  alone  would  entitle  him  to 
reign  over  men. 

It  would  not  be  well  to  leave  this  subject  without  observing  the  re- 
markable fact,  that  in  most  countries  where  the  beard  is  allowed  to  grow, 
the  hair  of  the  head  is  shaven.  This  is  particularly  the  case  in  Ma- 
homedan  nations,  in  which,  in  general,  only  a  small  tuft  of  hair  is  left  on 
the  crown  of  the  head,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  their  prophet  a  hold 
in  raising  them  to  another  world  hereafter.  The  operation  of  shaving 
the  head  is  performed  by  Oriental  barbers  with  great  dexterity,  but  they 
are  utterly  at  a  loss  how  to  deal  with  the  hair  of  the  head  in  any 
other  manner.  A  European  will  find  it  difficult,  in  most  Mahomedan 
towns — except  in  the  seaports  of  the  Mediterranean — to  find  a  man  who 
will  undertake  to  cut  his  hair;  and  if  he  finds  one,  he  is  obliged  to  give 
him  very  minute  instructions.  Such  is  the  force  of  habit,  that  the 
writer  of  this  article,  who  in  some  of  its  details  speaks  fron)  experience, 
can  remember  no  instance  in  which  a  Mahomedan  barber,  however  well 
apprised  of  what  was  required  of  him,  failed  to  come  to  his  task  with 
all  his  usual  apparatus — his  basin,  his  soap,  his  strap  and  his  razors." 

Such,  Mr.  Editor,  is  the  abstract  of  the  beard's  history  for  the  last 
2000  years  ;  and  if  worth  preserving,  there  are  no  better  archives  than 
the  pages  of  your  Journal.  P.  B.  C. 
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HUMAN   SUSCEPTIBILITY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  find  the  following  paragraph  in  the  last  No.  of  your  Jour- 
nal, which  I  quote  for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  it  with  a  few 
remarks. 

"  Rare  Physiological  Impressibility. — An  author  of  a  work  on  medi- 
cine, who  resides  in  Boston,  assured  us,  recently,  that  he  had  produced  a 
cathartic  operation  in  a  most  convenient  manner,  viz.,  by  simply  putting 
one  drop  of  a  purgative  tincture  into  an  ounce  phial  filled  with  water — 
which,  when  held  between  the  thumb  and  finger,  although  corked  tightly, 
produced  all  the  effects  which  the  same  medicine  would  have  accomplish- 
ed had  it  been  taken  into  the  stomach  !  Now  we  verily  believe  that  the 
gentleman  who  related  this  extraordinary  circumstance,  honestly  stated 
what  he  considered  to  be  strictly  true,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  opposed 
to  all  the  analogies  of  nature,  pathological  laws,  the  experience  of  medical 
men,  and  the  sound  dictates  of  common  sense." 

It  is  known  to  some  of  my  friends  in  Boston,  that  for  a  year  or  more,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Buciianan,  I  have  been  making  numerous  experi- 
ments with  medicines  upon  persons  of  a  susceptible  temperament,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  their  precise  and  varied  action  upon  the  human  system. 
As  yet  I  have  published  nothing  upon  the  subject,  and  in  alluding  to  it 
the  other  day,  in  a  desultory  conversation  with  you,  it  did  not  occur  to 
me  that  any  notice  would  be  taken  of  it  in  the  pages  of  your  Journal. 
This  having  been  done,  however,  I  beg  the  privilege  of  saying  a  few 
words  in  reply,  as  there  is  a  possibility  of  some  of  your  readers  identify- 
ing me  with  the  paragraph. 

By  the  way,  1  did  not  say  that  I  had  produced  a  cathartic  operation 
in  the  way  that  you  have  described,  or  in  any  other  way,  for  1  do  not 
employ  cathartics  in  my  practice.  I  stated  that  in  my  experiments  upon 
susceptible  persons,  I  was  able  to  produce  all  the  effects  of  a  medicine 
by  putting  a  drop  of  the  concentrated  tincture  into  a  small  phial  filled 
with  water,  and  giving  it  to  the  subject  to  hold  between  his  thumb  and 
finger.  You  wished  to  know  if  a  cathartic  operation  could  be  produced 
in  this  way,  to  which  I  replied  in  the  affirmative,  for  I  have  frequently 
recognized  a  tendency  to  catharsis  in  experimenting  with  cathartic  sub- 
stances. In  a  similar  use  of  emetic  substances,  also,  where  I  have  not 
duly  estimated  the  susceptibility  of  my  subject,  I  have  sometimes  occa- 
sioned vomiting. 

That  catharsis  may  be  produced  as  already  mentioned,  ought  not  to 
appear  extraordinary  to  any  medical  gentleman  of  extensive  reading,  nor 
do  I  see  wherein  it  is  "  opposed  to  the  analogies  of  nature,  pathological 
laws,  the  experience  of  medical  men,  and  the  sound  dictates  oi  common 
sense."     Let  us  notice  some  of  these  analogies. 

The  Calmuoks  can  distinguish  whether  a  fox  be  in  his  hole  or  not  by 
the  smell.  "  The  guides  between  Smyrna,  AUepo  and  Babylon,  when 
traversing  the  desert,  ascertain  distances  by  the  smell  of  the  sand."  The 
deaf  and  dumb  boy,  mentioned  by  Dugald  Stewart,  identified  persons  by 
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their  odor,  and  such  was  the  effect  piodnced  upon  him  in  this  way,  thai  he 
would  form  ;i  sudden  attachment  or  dislike  to  strangers.  Caspar  Hauser 
could  distinnui^h  apple,  pear  and  plumb  trees  from  each  other  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  by  the  smell  of  tlieir  leaves.  In  passing  a  graveyard, 
the  smell  of  the  dead  bodies,  though  it  must  have  ascended  through  many 
feet  of  earth,  had  such  a  powerful  effect  upon  him,  as  to  produce  rigors, 
followed  by  great  heat,  copious  perspiration,  and  other  violent  symptoms. 

It  is  well  known  that  persons  of  a  high  degree  of  susceptibility  have 
been  killed  by  the  odor  of  a  flower.  Bulbous  plants  are  proverbial  for 
causing  giddiness,  headache  and  fainting.  Bishop  P.,  of  one  of  the 
western  States,  is  so  sensitive  to  the  influence  of  brass,  that  the  merest 
touch  of  the  meial,  though  unconsciously,  will  produce  disagreeable  sen- 
sations anfl  a  brassy  tasie  in  his  mouth.  A  lady  was  under  my  treatment 
who  could  not  endure  the  odor  of  a  solitary  flower  in  her  chamber,  and 
such  was  the  effect  of  coffee  upon  her,  that  the  family  was  obliged  to 
give  up  its  use,  for  the  t)reparation  of  it  in  the  kitchen,  far  removed  from 
her  presence,  would  affect  her  very  powerfully.  There  is  another  lady 
under  my  treatment  at  the  present  time,  who  cannot  walk  upon  a  recently- 
painted  floor,  ihouffh  her  feet  be  jirotected  by  shoes,  without  her  feet  swell- 
ing, and  experiencing  a  disagreeable  effect  upon  her  whole  system.  She 
discovered  this  peculiarity  more  than  ten  years  ago,  but  never  mentioned 
it  to  her  fiiends,  as  she  supposed  it  would  excite  their  laughter  or  ridi- 
cule. She  spoke  of  it  to  me,  upon  my  discovering  that  she  was  [)ower- 
fully  affected  by  a  very  minute  rlose  of  medicine. 

Medical  men  acknowledge  that  a  letter,  a  handkerchief,  or  any  similar 
article,  may  produce  a  pestilential  disease,  after  having  been  transported 
a  great  distance  from  one  country  to  another.  Though  this  may  be 
classed  among  the  "  extraordinary  "  facts  in  medicine,  it  is  not  disbeliev- 
ed, everi  by  sagacious  physicians,  on  account  of  its  incomprehensibility. 
Malarious  diseases  are  su[)posed  to  have  their  origin  in  a  subtle  poison 
ronlained  in  the  atmosphere,  which  the  chemist,  with  all  his  knowledge 
and  skill,  is  incapable  of  detecting.  Persons  are  frequently  poisoned  by 
passing  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  rhus  toxicodendron,  or  even  by  shak- 
ing hands  with  those  who  have  been  near  this  tree. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  even  the  "experience  of  medical  men," 
of  which  you  speak,  will  go  very  far  to  sustain  you  in  the  position  you 
have  taken.  To  prove  this,  I  need  not  travel  beyond  the  pages  of  your 
own  JoiM'nal.  You  speak  editorially  of  a  case  of  smallpox,  produced  by 
bank  bills,  which  the  deceased  was  obliged  to  handle  during  life.  Now 
it  may  seem  very  "  extraordinary  "  that  the  poison  of  smallpox  should  at- 
tach itself  to  a  bank  note,  so  as  to  commimicate  the  disease,  and  yet  this  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  truth.  One  of  your  correspondents,  Dr.  Turner, 
who  is  very  susceptible  to  the  influence  o^  ipecac,  says  that  a  "  bit  of  pa- 
pi'r  in  wliich  a  Dover's  powder  had  been  wrapped,  or  stepping  into  a  physi- 
cian's office,  or  even  coming  in  contact  with  his  clothing,  has  often  caused 
a  paroxysm  of  suffering  sufficient  to  arrest  him  in  the  midst  of  his  busi- 
ness." The  effects  produced  consist  of  asthmatic  sufferings,  which  con- 
tinue for  weeks,   preventing  a  recumbent    position,  and  reducing   the 
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strength  as  rapidly  as  an  ordinary  fever.  If  coming  in  contact  with  a 
physician's  clothing,  who  is  in  the  habit  of  using  ipecac,  will  occasion 
such  results  as  these,  1  think  it  will  cease  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder  that 
I  should  affect  a  susceptible  person  with  a  drop  of  medicinal  tincture,  as 
already  stated.  Dr.  Turner  thinks  that  cases  like  his  are  probably  nu- 
merous, and  mentions  four  which  have  come  under  his  own  observation, 
so  that  such  instances  of  "  physiological  impressibility  "  do  not  appear 
to  be  so  "  rare  "  as  might  be  imagined. 

It  may  seem  improbable  that  the  influence  of  a  medicine  can  be  trans- 
mitted into  the  human  system  through  a  glass  phial,  and  yet  a  long  se- 
ries of  experiments  upon  susceptible  persons  has  convinced  me  of  the 
fact.  I  have  experimented  with  a  great  variety  of  medicines,  and  have 
found  that  the  effects  produced  were  peculiar  to  the  medicines,  and  there- 
fore feel  assured  that  I  have  not  been  made  the  dupe  of  my  senses.  Is 
this  fiict  any  more  curious,  however,  than  that  electricity  or  galvanism  should 
traverse  an  iron  wire,  or  any  other  conductor  ?  Every  medicinal  substance 
appears  to  possess  a  sphere  peculiar  to  itself,  or  in  other  words  evolves 
some  imponderable  fluid  for  which  I  have  no  name,  but  which  is  capable 
of  pervading  the  whole  system,  and  producing  effects  peculiar  to  the 
medicine  from  which  it  is  given  off.  That  this  is  the  truth,  cannot,  I 
think,  be  reasonably  doubted,  or  I  should  be  unable  to  produce  any  effect 
upon  my  subjects  ;  and  that  I  do  produce  an  effect  is  not  improbable  in 
theory,  and  is  abundantly  demonstrated  by  experiment.  There  are,  I 
admit,  but  comparatively  few  persons  possessing  sufficient  susceptibility 
to  admit  of  their  being  influenced  by  a  medicine  throuiih  a  glass  phial  ; 
but  there  is  a  large  number  who  are  much  more  easily  influenced  by 
medicinal  agents  than  physicians  generally  imagine,  and  unless  this  is 
taken  into  the  account,  we  may  injiue  or  prostrate  our  patients  without 
being  able  to  assign  any  cause.  It  is  to  persons  of  a  susceptible  tempe- 
rament that  homeopathy  owes  its  reputation,  and  the  votaries  of  this  new 
doctrine  are  frequently  unsuccessful  in  their  practice,  because  they  be- 
lieve, or  affect  to  believe,  that  all  patients  may  be  influenced  equally  alike 
by  their  infinitesimal  doses.  I  suspect  that  there  is  a  much  greater  de- 
gree of  susceptibility  in  Germany  than  in  this  country,  on  account  of  cli- 
mate, or  some  other  cause,  which  enabled  Hahnemann  to  obtain  results 
with  his  inconceivably  small  doses,  denied  to  his  strenuous  partizans  in 
the  United  States. 

The  mode  of  investigation  I  am  pursuing,  I  regard  as  an  ample  key 
to  the  Materia  Medica,  and  I  am  preparing  a  volume  upon  the  subject 
which  I  shall  issue  as  soon  as  convenient.  IVly  experiments  have  con- 
vinced me  that  every  medicine  operates  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  itself,  pro- 
ducing certain  specific  effects  upon  the  various  organs  and  parts  of  the 
body,  and  that  a  remedy,  to  be  successful,  must  be  selected  strictly  in 
reference  to  its  specific  powers.  The  changes  which  medicines  produce 
in  the  mental  condition  of  a  patient,  1  have  found  to  be  both  curious  and 
instructive,  and  worthy  of  much  greater  consideration  than  the  subject 
has  heretofore  received.  The  fact  that  certain  organs  or  tissues  of  the 
body  have  an  affinity  for  particular  medicines,  has  been  recently  admitted 
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in  France,  and  has  received  the  sanction,  if  I  mistake  not,  of  M.  Orfila. 
Where  antimony,  for  example,  has  been  introduced  into  the  body,  it 
has  been  found  in  the  hver,  spleen  and  urine,  and  not  in  the  lungs,  heart, 
brain,  muscles,  or  bones.  I  might  pursue  the  subject  farther,  but  I  am 
afraid  I  have  already  trespassed  too  long  upon  your  patience. 

Boston,  May  20(h,  1844.  M.  Mattson. 


THE   NEW   YORK   MEDICAL   SCHOOLS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  can  hardly  refrain  from  speaking  of  some  of  the  men 
and  matters  pertaining  to  the  medical  schools  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia. During  a  few  months  spent  in  those  cities  the  past  winter,  1 
saw  much  of  interest,  and  much  to  instruct  and  admire.  I  was  interested 
and  delighted  with  the  zeal,  enterprise  and  devotion  of  the  profession  in 
those  cities  ;  1  was  gratified  with  their  kind  civilities  ;  was  interested  and 
instructed  in  my  visits  to  the  various  hospitals  and  infirmaries,  and  still 
more  so  in  listening  to  the  lectures  of  the  many  able  professors  of  the 
flourishing  medical  institutions.  I  was  interested  in  the  zeal,  untiring 
devotion  and  matchless  skill  of  Dr.  Mott,  in  operative  surgery.  But  I 
admired  in  him  those  feelings  of  kindness  and  sympathy  for  the  diseased  and 
suffering,  that  have  so  wonderfully  survived  during  so  long  a  career,  amidst 
scenes  of  pain  and  distress  ;  also  his  great  precaution  and  reluctance  to  inflict 
suffering.  None  can  fail  to  admire  the  eloquence,  dignity  and  liberality  of 
Professor  Revere ;  the  industry,  zeal  and  learning  of  Professor  Paine  ; 
the  ingenuous,  impressive,  communicative  powers  of  Professor  Patterson. 
My  high  expectations  of  Professor  Draper  were  also  fully  realized.  All 
of  these  are  of  the  Medical  University. 

But  for  the  good  old  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  If  we 
are  not  mistaken  in  our  predictions,  this  institution  is  acquiring  a  most  en- 
viable and  enduring  reputation.  Nothing  is  done  there  for  display  or 
effect,  but  all  with  reference  to  the  advancement  of  the  profession  and 
the  welfare  of  the  pupils  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Faculty.  The 
high  estimation  in  which  that  school  is  held  by  the  profession  in  the  city, 
and  immediate  vicinity,  indicated  by  their  general  favor  and  patronage,  is 
the  highest  encomium  that  could  well  be  bestowed  upon  any  institution. 
It  is  not  common  for  any  individual  to  make  so  strong  an  impression  upon 
the  mind  and  feelings,  and  especially  upon  those  of  a  stranger,  as  did 
Professor  Parker  (of  the  chair  of  Surgery  in  that  institution)  upon  mine. 
Indeed,  it  is  not  common  to  meet  the  man  that  comes  so  near  our  highest 
conceptions  of  a  good  lecturer.  Dr.  Parker  is  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts ;  and  for  the  gratification  of  our  Yankee  i)rethren,  who  may  not 
have  known  him,  I  feel  an  irresistible  desire  to  speak  more  particularly 
of  him,  and  especially  as  I  am  sure  mine  were  but  the  views  and  impres- 
sions received  generally  by  the  many  medical  gentlemen  visiting  that 
city  during  the  past  winter.  Dr.  P.,  I  learned,  was  a  graduate  of  Har- 
vard, and  also  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College  ;  of  the  latter  about 
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1829  or  1830,  since  which  time  he  has  been  constantly  occupied,  either 
in  the  anatomical  or  surgical  chairof  some  of  our  medical  colleges.  He  is 
now  about  40,  with  a  cheerfulness,  vivacity  and  youthful  expression  that 
would  seem  to  assure  us  that  he  had  escaped  the  sorrows  and  internal 
conflicts  that  make  visible  the  years  of  most  men.  Dr.  P.  is  about,  or 
a  little  short  of,  six  feet  in  height,  of  as  perfect  development,  as  it  regards 
size,  form  and  proportion,  as  it  is  easy  to  conceive,  and  although  not  less 
so  in  attitude  and  movements,  there  is  a  careless  unconsciousness  of  this 
trifling  matter,  that  makes  it  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  stranger.  He  has 
a  dark  eye,  black  hair,  and  a  countenance  of  great  animation,  especially 
when  lit  up  by  his  favorite  subject — surgery.  When  we  have  added  to 
these  the  intimate  and  thorough  knowledge  of  his  subject,  obtained  by 
fifteen  years'  zealous  devotion  as  a  lecturer  and  practitioner,  a  fine  voice, 
easy  command  of  language,  and  great  facility  of  utterance,  a  discriminat- 
ing mind,  and  a  good  fund  of  "  common  sense  "  wilhal,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  form  some  idea  of  him  as  a  lecturer,  or  a  practical  surgeon. 
Another  particular,  that  will  be  readily  observed  by  the  stranger,  in  the 
character  of  Professor  P.,  is  a  freedom  from  that  egotism  and  spirit  of 
detraction,  that  has  poisoned  the  minds  and  shadowed  the  reputations  of 
so  many  able  surgeons;  and  in  its  stead,  he  will  perceive  a  modesty,  a 
spirit  of  benevolence  and  sincerity,  that  enables  the  possessor  as  readily 
to  discern  the  merits  and  achievements  of  others,  and  as  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge them,  as  though  they  were  his  own.  Hence  I  was  enabled  to 
account  for  the  universal  high  respect  and  friendship  entertained  for  him 
by  the  profession,  and  the  readiness  of  his  rival  cotemporaries  to  acknow- 
ledge his  merits. 

Professor  Watts,  also  of  the  old  school,  is  a  most  able  and  fluent  speak- 
er, and  is  rarely  excelled  as  a  lecturer  upon  anatomy.  He  is  a  young 
man,  and  a  great  favorite  with  his  pupils  and  the  profession. 

The  many  civilities  and  interesting  cliniques  of  Dr.  Wilks,  of  the 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  will  (I  vouch  for  it),  long  be  borne  in  grateful 
remembrance  by  the  many  medical  gentlemen  (strangers)  who  were  fa- 
vored with  his  kind  attentions  and  instructed  by  his  reniarks.  We  look 
back  to  our  visits  to  this  institution,  as  among  the  most  profitable  and  in- 
teresting hours  spent  in  the  city.  Dr.  W.  is  held  in  high  estimation  by 
the  profession,  as  a  man  of  talents  and  science,  and  as  a  skilful  oculist ; 
and  much  is  due  him  for  the  gratuitous,  benevolent  aid  he  is  rendering  the 
poor  and  afflicted,  by  means  of  this  institution,  in  connection  with  others. 

B. 

[To  be  continued.] 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    JUNE      5,    18  4  4. 


Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Medical    Society. — As  regularly  as   the 
movements  of  the  planets  in  their  orbits,  the   Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
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ciety  holds  an  anniversary  ineetinof,  the  value  and  importance  of  which, 
on  the  medical  character  of  this  ancient  Commonwealth,  cannot  be  esti- 
mated by  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  design  and  influence  of 
the  institution.  This  time-honored  anniversary  took  place  in  this  city,  on 
Wednesday  last.  Having  for  twenty  years  in  succession  noticed  each, 
annual  meeting,  and  published  such  details  as  were  thought  necessary  to 
convey  a  general  idea  of  the  transactions,  a  very  minute  report  would  be 
almost  a  repetition  of  the  doings  of  former  years.  John  Homans,  M.D., 
delivered  the  discourse,  which  may  be  entitled  the  Good  Physician.  Had 
we  access  to  the  manuscript  and  liberty  to  publish  it,  our  Journal  would 
carry  it  to  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Union,  before  it  will  be 
ready  for  distribution  among  the  members  in  the  regularly  prescribed 
course.  But  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians  change  not,  and  there- 
fore an  admirable  and  truly  excellent  production,  alike  honorable  to  the 
speaker  and  to  the  Society,  will  never  do  half  the  good  it  might,  were  it 
placed  where  the  spirit  of  the  age  demands,  and  not  suffered  to  lose  its 
freshness  and  vigor  by  delay  in  printing.  A  large  number  of  medical 
gentlemen,  supposed  to  be  about  four  hundred,  dined  together  on  this  in- 
teresting occasion. 

On  the  following  day,  Thursday,  the  Counsellors  met  at  the  Masonic 
Temple.  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.,  was  re-elected  President,  and  Robert 
Thaxter,  M.D.,  Vice  President.  The  board  of  Counsellors  for  Suffolk 
district  are  as  follows.  Drs.  G.  C.  Shattuck,  J.  Bigelow,  G.  Hayward, 
E.  Hale,  J.  Ware,  S.  D.  Townsend,  Z.  B.  Adams,  J.  Homans,  W.  Strong, 
J.  Jeffries,  G.  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  W.  Lewis,  Jr.,  S.  Morrill,  J.  V.  C.  Smith, 
D.  H.  Siorer,  J.  Flint,  J.  C.  Hayden,  J.  D.  Fisher,  C.  G.  Putnam.  J.  B. 
S.  Jackson,  A.  Thomas,  E.  Buck,  A.  A.  Gould.  William  J.  Walker, 
M.D.,  of  Charlestown,  was  chosen  orator  for  1845. 

Perhaps  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  in  the  whole  course  of 
its  existence,  was  never  more  flourishing  than  at  the  present  period.  Its 
funds  are  in  a  good  condition,  and  its  members,  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
in  number,  are  disposed  to  sustain  its  reputation  and  transmit  it  unim- 
paired to  their  successors.  While  the  chartered  medical  societies  of  son)e 
of  the  States  are  crumbling  away  and  disappearing,  not  a  vestige  of 
decay  is  discoverable  in  this — and  loncf  may  it  stand,  a  memorial  of  the 
wisdom  of  our  medical  fathers  in  the  early  history  of  Massachusetts. 


hisanity  of  Colored  People. — Owing  to  the  gross  errors  in  the  late 
census  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  asserted  number  of  colored, 
persons  here  in  New  England  who  are  cbronicled  as  insane,  which  errors 
have  already  been  alluded  to  in  this  Journal,  Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  of  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  has  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  with  a  resolute  deter- 
mination to  set  the  matter  right.  Towns  in  which,  for  example,  there  is 
not  a  single  colored  inhabitant,  are  credited  in  the  government  returns 
with  half  a  dozen  insane  ones.  In  short,  the  whole  statistical  record  of 
this  particular  item,  is  shamefully  distorted  on  the  great  national  books 
in  the  de[)artment  of  Stale.  It  is  pretty  generally  believed  that  the 
blunder  was  in  fact  made  there,  and  not  by  the  collectors  of  the  census. 
The  Statistical  Society  of  Boston  have  already  memorialized  Congress, 
with  a  view  to  have  the  fal.'-e  record  expunged,  and  the  true  statement 
inserted  ia  lieu  thereof.     On    Wednesday   the  subject   of  memorializing 
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ihe  present  Congress  on  the  same  grave  topic,  was  brought  before  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  by  Dr.  Bartlelt,  of  Concord,  and  it  is  fair 
to  conclude  a  respectful  attention  will  uhimately  be  given  to  the  business. 
Dr.  Jarvis  is  an  indefatigable  man,  and  in  case  justice  is  not  done  at 
Washington,  he,  as  well  as  others,  will  spread  so  extensively  the  true 
state  of  the  case,  that  future  writers  at  home  or  abroad  cannot  be  igno- 
rant of  facts  which  are  so  discreditable  to  our  national  government. 


Medical  Jurisprudence  of  Insanity.* — Messrs.  Win.  D.  Ticknor  &  Co., 
of  Boston,  have  brought  out  a  second  and  very  finished  edition  of  Dr. 
Ray's  treatise,  wiih  important  additions.  The  form  is  an  octavo  of  490 
pages,  closely  printed  on  good  paper,  and  in  a  type  so  fair  and  distinct  as 
to  be  agreeable  to  any  man's  eyes.  Dr.  Ray's  work  has  been  so  many  years 
before  the  public,  that  we  go  upon  the  presumption  that  not  to  know  it 
argues  one's  self  unknown,  and  therefore  do  not  consider  it  at  all  neces- 
sary to  be  elaborate  in  remarks  upon  its  character.  There  are  twenty-six 
chapters,  in  which  the  topics  embraced  in  the  several  divisions  of  the  au- 
thor's subject  are  carefully  considered  and  discussed.  First,  mental  dis- 
ease in  general  occupies  an  appropriate  place,  and  then  follows  the  con- 
sideration of  idiocy,  imbecility,  legal  consequences  of  mental  imbecility, 
pathology  and   symptoms   of  mania,  intellectual  mania,  moral  mania,  &c. 

This  work  must  be  of  peculiar  value  to  the  legal  profession,  and  we 
trust  no  medical  man  will  remain  unmindful  of  the  claims  it  has  also  upon 
his  special  patronage  and  study. 


Anatomical  Atlas. — A  prospectus  is  abroad  for  re-publishing,  by  sub- 
scription, anatomical  plates,  illustrative  of  the  anatomy  of  the  body,  of 
the  natural  size.  The  author  of  the  work,  in  Prussia,  is  Dr.  M.  I.  Weber, 
a  professor  of  the  University  at  Bonn.  The  plates  are  now  in  the  pro- 
cess of  being  lithographed.  There  are  to  be  eighty-four  of  them,  consti- 
tuting the  original  set;  but  in  the  present  enterprise  six  more  are  to  be 
added,  comprising  all  the  latest  discoveries  in  osteology,  syndeomology, 
myology,  &c.,  besides  ihe  recent  microscopic  developments  of  the  latest 
writers. 

It  has  been  determined  by  the  publisher  to  issue  this  splendid  under- 
taking in  numbers,  at  only  SI, 50  each  ;  and  as  there  are  to  be  twenty- 
three  in  the  series,  the  whole  cost  of  this  work  will  be  only  S34,50, 
Single  Nos.,  however,  to  non-subscribers,  will  be  S3, 00.  On  the  20ih  of 
June,  the  first  No.  is  to  be  on  sale  and  ready  for  delivery.  The  editorial 
management  of  this  unique  and  truly  magnificent  enterprise  is  confided 
to  Dr.  Samuel  Forrv,  of  New  York.  Whenever  we  have  a  specimen  of 
these  mammoth  plates,  a  further  notice  will  be  taken  of  the  merits  of- the 
labor. 

Journal  of  Electro-Ma gnetic  Medicine. — It  is  by  no  means  easily  de- 
termined what  kind  of  stuff  magnetic  medicine  is  made  of.  However, 
there  is  a  monthly  Journal  published  in  New  York,  which  advocates  some 
sort  of  medical  reform,  and  in  connection   u-ith   it,  talks  incessantly  about 


*  A  Treatise   on  the  Medical  Jurisprudence  of  Insanity.     By  I.    Ray,  M.D.,  Superintendent  of  the 
Maine  Insane  Hospital.    Second  edition,  with  additions.   Boston  :  Ticknor  &  Cu.   8vo.,  p.  490.  1844. 
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magnetic  polarity,  electro-vital  currents  in  animals,  &c.  &c.,  and  yet  de- 
monstrates the  fact,  positively,  by  the  absurdity  of  its  propositions,  that 
those  who  write  upon  these  great  topics  in  its  columns  are  as  profoundly 
ignorant  of  modern  philosophy,  as  they  are  of  the  internal  organization  of 
the  planet  Mars.  When  a  man  in  apparent  earnestness  sits  down  and  writes 
about  positive  and  negative  forces,  in  the  way  in  which  the  terms  are  used 
in  this  Journal,  the  evidence  that  he  is  either  an  ignoramus  or  a  lunatic, 
is  clearly  shown.  How  such  a  periodical  can  be  sustained,  is  a  mystery, 
since  all  persons  of  limited  intelligence  must  at  once  perceive  the  ab- 
surdity of  its  pretensions,  and  the  shallowness  of  its  doctrines. 


Army  Assistant  Surgeons. — On  the  first  of  July  a  Board  of  Surgeons, 
consisting  of  Drs.  Mower,  Slineck  and  Hitchcock,  will  be  in  session  in 
New  York,  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  the  medical  staff.  Can- 
didates must  necessarily  pass  this  ordeal  to  obtain  a  commission.  There 
are  hundreds  of  young  medical  men  who  might  be  usefully  employed  ia 
the  Government  service.  The  compensation  is  very  satisfactory,  though 
not  equal  to  the  receipts  of  a  good  country  practice.  When  the  Assistant 
becomes  a  Surgeon,  then  the  income  is  very  considerably  increased. 


Excision  of  a  Glandnlar  Tumor. — In  presence  of  a  large  number  of 
medical  strangers,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  at  the  Hospital,  Dr.  Warren 
took  out  a  prodigiously  large,  knotted,  glandular  tumor  from  the  neck  of  a 
boy,  17  years  of  age,  who  belonged  to  the  State  of  Maine.  It  filled  the 
space  between  the  chin  and  the  ear,  quite  round  to  the  back  of  the  neck, 
and  extended  down  some  inches  towards  the  shoulder.  Being  convinced 
the  patient  could  not  endure  the  removal  of  the  whole,  and  the  dissec- 
tion being  necessarily  intricate,  as  the  great  vessels  and  nerves  were  pro- 
bably embraced  in  the  base  of  the  tumor,  some  parts  of  it  were  left.  Hav- 
ing been  cauterized,  the  hope  is  indulged  that  the  remainder  will  finally 
be  exterminated  by  suppuration. 


Behavior  of  Chemical  Agents. — In  the  last  No.  of  the  American  Jour- 
nal of  Pharmacy,  is  an  article  by  M.  Wackenroder,  taken  from  the  Chem. 
Gaz.  from  Archiv.  des  Pharm.,  entitled  "  Ok  the  Behavior  of  the  Anti' 
moniate  of  Potash  towards  the  Earths."  Now  it  may  be  the  approved 
language  of  science,  to  talk  about  the  behavior  of  two  salts,  as  one  would 
speak  of  the  moral  intercourse  of  two  neighbors.  It  will  not  fail  to  strike 
the  reader,  however,  as  something  new  under  the  sun,  in  the  way  of  ex- 
pression. If  M.  Wackenroder  had  spoken  of  the  action  of  the  two  agents 
upon  each  other,  he  would  have  been  understood  quite  as  well.  There  is 
either  a  perversion  of  language  in  this  case  by  the  translator,  or  else  the 
author  himself  took  the  liberty  of  originating  a  new  method  of  expressing 
an  idea,  that  is  hardly  legitimate  in  a  scholar.  Were  an  astronomer  to 
discourse  on  the  behavior  of  the  sun  towards  the  moon  ;  or  the  farmer 
speak,  at  an  agricultural  meeting,  of  the  behavior  of  a  hill  of  potatoes,  it 
would  be  equally  proper,  and,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  quite  as  imposing  and 
di<rnified. 
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Missionary  Physicians  wanted. — A  better  opportunity  was,  perhaps, 
never  presented  than  the  present,  for  three  or  four  young  medical  gentle- 
men, suitably  qualified,  to  visit  remote  but  interesting  sections  of  the 
globe.  By  entering  into  the  service  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
n  passage  would  be  secured  in  a  good  vessel,  well  fitted  for  a  distant  voy- 
age, and  the  individual  would  be  put  upon  a  salary  equal  to  his  entire 
annual  expenses  ;  proportioned,  of  course,  to  the  necessary  cost  of  living 
in  the  country  where  the  Board  might  locate  him.  At  some  of  the  sta- 
tions where  a  missionary  physician  would  be  placed,  an  additional  in- 
come, it  is  not  improbable,  would  be  derived  from  incidental  practice. 
But  a  religious  character  is  an  absolute  prerequisite  for  being  a  candidate, 
with  such  testimonials  as  would  fully  show  the  professional  qualifications 
of  the  person  applying. 

A  brilliant  reputation  has  been  achieved  by  several  missionary  physi- 
cians, w^hose  surgical  operations  abroad,  for  originality,  boldness  and  suc- 
sess,  are  unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of  their  own  country.  Their  influ- 
ence has  been  great  with  the  nations  and  tribes  of  Asia  and  Africa,  the 
Islands  of  the  South  Sea,  and  the  western  coast  of  America.  While  the 
savage,  impelled  by  the  hot  spirit  of  revenge  for  a  real  or  fancied  injury, 
pounces  upon  the  object  of  his  hatred  with  the  ferocity  of  an  infuriated 
tiger,  he  never  dares  to  molest  the  medicine  man,  in  whose  hands,  accord- 
ing to  his  theory,  are  the  shafts  of  death  and  the  pabulum  of  life. 


Opportunity  for  ordering  Foreign  Books. — Mr.  Ticknor,  the  well- 
known  medical  bookseller  and  publisher,  of  this  city,  sailed  for  England 
on  Saturday  last.  It  is  his  intention  to  make  extensive  arrangements  for 
procuring,  by  the  earliest  conveyances,  all  the  new  works.  Any  books 
ordered  by  the  firm,  for  individuals,  may  be  procured  readily,  from  any 
part  of  Europe.  Mr.  Ticknor  will  also  make  preparations,  while  in 
England,  for  re-publishing  whatever  offers  a  prospect  of  being  well  re- 
ceived by  the  profession.  Those  desiring  English  works,  or.  in  fact, 
books  in  any  language  in  Europe,  will  find  Mr.  T.  happy  to  oblige  them 
by  a  return  steamship. 


Operatio7is  for  Removal  of  Cancer. — In  the  discussion  in  the  Parisian 
Academy  of  Medicine  on  the  subject  of  fibrous  tumors,  alluded  to  in  this 
Journal  some  weeks  since,  the  nature  of  cancerous  tumors  was  touched 
upon,  and  the  propriety  of  operating  for  their  removal.  The  surgeons  in 
Paris  appear  decidedly  in  favor  of  operating  in  nearly  all  cases,  M. 
Roux,  the  oldest  of  the  hospital  surgeons,  and,  certainly,  of  all  of  them 
the  one  who  has  performed  the  most  operations  of  every  kind,  sometimes 
operates,  he  states,  two  or  three  times  on  the  same  patient,  in  cases  of 
relapse,  and,  which  is  the  most  important  point,  has  done  so  successfully 
in  several  instances.  His  experience  is  certainly  very  valuable,  as  he  is 
really  a  scientific  man,  and  not  likely  to  con)mit  those  errors,  with  regard 
to  the  anatomical  characters  of  cancerous  formation,  which  have  been  but 
too  common  in  the  history  of  surgery.  M.  Roux  was  the  pupil  of  a 
surgeon,  the  illustrious  Boyer,  who  believed  that  cancer  was  an  incura- 
ble disease,  that  it  always  returned,  and  who,  says  M.  Roux,  used  to 
state,  when  it  did  not  return,  that  the  diagnosis  had  been  faulty,  and  that 
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the  morbid  growth  extirpated  could  not  have  been  of  a  cancerous  nature. 
The  other  surgeons  who  took  part  in  the  discussion  (says  the  London 
Lancet,  from  which  we  gather  this  information),  Velpeau,  Berard,  Amus- 
sjit,  Lisfranc,  &c.,  all  seemed  to  agree  in  admitting  the  curability  of 
cancer  by  operation  in  some  cases,  and  therefore  the  propriety  of  operat- 
ing as  a  general  rule.  The  contrast  between  the  opinions  of  the  French 
surgeons  and  those  manifested  at  the  congress  of  Lucca,  by  the  Italian 
surgeons,  is  certainly  very  great. 


Syden/ia/77.  Society. — The  anniversary  meeting  of  the  members  of  this 
Society  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Koyal  Medical  and  Chirurgical 
Society,  on  Wednesday,  the  1st  of  May — Sir  James  Clark,  Bart.,  in  the 
Chair.  The  report  gave  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Society,  which  now  numbers  upwards  of  1700  members  ;  and  so  well  have 
the  funds  of  the  Society  been  managed,  that  the  members  of  the  past 
year  will  receive  three  handsome  and  valuable  volumes — Hecker's  Epi- 
demics of  the  Middle  Ages,  Louis  on  Phthisis,  and  a  new  and  admirable 
edition  of  Sydenham's  works,  by  the  learned  Dr.  Greenhill,  of  Oxford. 
Dr.  Paris  was  elected  President,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Sir  H.  Halford  ; 
Dr.  Babington,  Treasurer  ;  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Bennett,  Secretary. 

The  works  in  preparation  for  the  present  year's  issue  are  the  following: 
— Schwann's  celebrated  Essay  on  the  Microscopic  Identity  of  Structure  of 
Plants  and  Animals,  Hasse's  Morbid  Anatomy  of  the  Thoracic  Viscera, 
Hewson's  Works,  and  the  Works  of  Paulus  JEglneta. — London  Medical 
Gazette. 

Syro-Egyptian  Society. — We  are  happy  to  have  to  announce  to  the 
public,  and  more  especially  to  those  interested  in  the  Literature,  Science, 
and  the  Arts,  in'Egypt,  Nubia,  Abyssinia,  Arabia,  Palestine,  Syria,  Meso- 
potamia and  Asia  Minor — the  formation  of  an  important  Society,  "  The 
Syro-Egyptian  Society  of  London,"  under  distinguished  auspices.  The 
friendly  and  social  as  w^ell  as  literary  character  contemplated  in  the  pros- 
pectus just  set  forth  by  the  Council,  we  regard  as  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion, as  it  cannot  but  tend  in  a  variety  of  ways  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of 
those  countries. —  Sir  James  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  Dr.  Paris,  President,  R.  C. 
P.,  and  Sir  William  Burnett,  Bart.,  have  joined  the  association. —  Times. 


Treatment  of  Cholera. — Mr.  Ranking  treats  this  very  formidable  dis- 
ease, by  placing  his  patients  in  hot  baths  of  from  110  to  115  Faht.  and 
continuing  them  in  it  for  a  full  hour  or  more,  according  to  circumstances, 
until  the  restored  circulation  indicates  the  removal  of  that  obstruction  on 
which  he  conceives  collapse  in  cholera  to  depend.  Two  cases  of  this 
disease  occurring  in  Europeans  were  treated  by  him  by  hot  baths,  drastic 
purgatives  daily,  and  blisters  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  on  the  occurrence 
of  delirium,  with  ice  to  the  head,  and  occasionally  four  and  si.x  leeches  to 
the  temples.  In  one  case  the  patient  was  evidently  relapsing,  but  was 
again  restored  by  a  full  hour  in  the  bath,  at  110  degs. — Medical  Times 


New  Method  of  putting  a  Stop  to  the  flow  of  Blood  from  Leech-bites. — 
Dr.  Berthold,  professor  at   the   University  of  Gottingen,  proposes  the  fol- 
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lowing  method,  which  may  be  useful,  in  children  especially,  in  whom  the 
blood  is  sometimes  stopped  with  considerable  difficulty.  According  to  the 
author  it  never  fails,  and  its  action  is  instantaneous.  Take  a  bit  of  caout- 
chouc, about  a  line  in  thickness,  and  four  lines  in  length  ;  melt  one  of 
its  surfaces  by  the  heat  of  a  candle  ;  when  cool,  equalize  it  by  rubbing  it 
gently  with  a  thin  piece  of  paper  ;  apply  it  on  the  spofwhere  the  leech  had 
fixed  itself,having  previously  wiped  the  part  perfectly  dry,  and  finally  keep  it 
motionless  by  means  of  a  band  or  a  bit  of  sticking  piaister.  This  little 
dressing  must  not  be  touched  before  twelve  or  even  twenty-four  hours 
Lave  elapsed. — Ibid. 

Ovarian  Dropsy. — Mr.  Brown  states,  in  the  London  Lancet,  that  by 
the  use  of  mercurials,  diuretics,  tonics  and  tight  bandaging,  followed  by 
tapping,  he  has  succeeded  in  curing  four  cases  of  ovarian  dropsy.  His 
patients  were  all  young,  unmarried  females. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Hitchcock,  of  New  Orleans,  has  recovered 
$1500  of  Hervey  North,  in  an  action  instituted  in  the  District  Court  of 
Louisiana,  for  the  recovery  of  damages  for  false  imprisonment,  illegal  ar- 
rest and  slander.  The  defendant  charged  Dr.  H.  with  a  design  to  break 
open  his  store,  which  occasioned  him  an  imprisonment  of  fifteen  days. — 
Dr.  Halleck  is  lecturing  in  New  York,  with  a  manakin. — Yellow  fever 
is  again  alarmingly  prevalent  at  Vera  Cruz. — In  Harlem,  Dr.  Helme  has 
brought  an  action  of  trespass,  to  recover  the  value  of  a  saddle,  bridle, 
fly-net  and  belt  of  bells,  taken  and  sold  on  a  landlord's  warrant.  He  de- 
clares that  his  business  required  him  to  keep  a  horse,  and  he  claims  the 
property  as  a  part  of  a  team  referred  to  in  the  exemption  law  of  the  State. 
— Dr.  Cutter,  of  Pepperell,  Ms.,  has  just  opened  his  summer  establish- 
ment for  the  reception  of  invalids  of  all  descriptions.  His  insane  institu- 
tion has  attained  an  extensive  reputation. — Two  children,  brothers,  10 
and  12  years  of  age,  are  exhibiting  at  Wheeling,  having  neither  hands 
nor  feet.  As  a  compensation  for  the  loss  of  these  extremities,  they  have 
claws,  something  like  bird-claws. — In  Havana,  5109  children  were  born  in 
1843. — Congress  have  allotted  to  the  surgical  depnrtment  of  the  navy 
$12,250  for  appropriations  the  coming  year. — The  Philadelphia  Medical 
Examiner  does  not  come  to  Boston  regularly.  We  have  received  but  one 
or  two  Nos.  for  several  months. 

Ti)  CoRRF.spo>DF.jNTs. — A  paper  read  by  Dr.  Lindsly  at  the  late  meeting  of 
the  National  Institute.  Dr.  Carr's  case  of  Hemiplegia,  Dr.  Knowlton's  case  of 
Lumbar  Abscess,  and  Dr.  Tabor  on  the  Syrionims  of  Tobacco,  are  on  hand  for 
publication.     The  other  papers  referred  to  by  Dr.  T.  will  be  thankfully  received. 

Marrtf.d,— At  Hartford,  Conn.,  G.  W.  Burke,  M.D.,  toMiss  .A.P.Benjamin. — A 
Hnraceville,  Canada,  Dr.  Hamnett  Hill,  M.R.C.S.,  to  Mary  Ann  Pinhey. 

Died,— At  New  Orleans,  Dr.  John  P.  Kimball,  a  native  of  Oxford,  N.  H.,  48.— 
At  New  York,  Dr.  L.  Adams,  formerly  of  Canterbury,  Conn.,  35. 

Number  ofdeaths  in  Bn§lon  for  Ilie  weel(  eiiiliii^  June  1,  41. — Ma)es,  16  ;  Fernsles,  2-5.     Stillborn,  4. 

Of  oonsiimptioii,  9  — Inns  fever,  1 — iiiHrasimis,  I  — infantile,  5 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2 — peritoni- 
tis, 1 — cankerrash,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — suieide,  l^srarlet  (ever,  -5 — croup,  1—  hrain  fever,  1  — hts,  2 — chiltl'- 
bed,  2— inflammation  of  the  brain,  1  — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — dropsy  in  the  brain,  2— dropsy, 
1— palsy,  1— throat  distemper,  1  — rhpiiniatlc  ft'ver,  I. 

Under  5  yearn,  17 — between  5  und  2U  jetirs,  G— between  20  and  60  years,  16 — oner  60  years,  2. 
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Oleum  Tiglii,  externally  applied,  in  Dyspkonia,  Cynanche  Trachealis, 
SfC. — The  sister  of  J.  R.,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  fin  estimable  lady,  who  for 
several  weeks  had  been  unable  to  speak,  except  in  a  faint  whisper,  having 
tried  some  remedies  in  vain,  consulted  me.  I  directed  her  to  rub  three 
drops  of  Croton  oil  along  the  trachea;  and  having-  done  this,  she  had,  in 
a  few  hours,  a  sense  of  constriction  about  the  upper  part  of  the  thorax, 
followed  by  "  tioo''''  expectorations  of  sanguineous  mucus.  Shortly  after 
this,  her  voice  became  quite  natural.  This  case  is  the  only  one  in  which 
1  have  ever  observed  the  least  unpleasant  effect. 

A  lilile  son  of  Mr.  J.  Hull,  aged  about  three  years,  had,  according  to 
its  mother's  account,  been  sick  several  days  of  a  bad  cold.  I  found  the 
little  sufferer  struggling  in  all  attitudes  upon  her  lap,  with  high  fever, 
great  angina,  and  the  never  to  be  mistaken  cough.  Having  directed 
everything  to  be  done  according  to  the  usual  practice  in  severe  cases,  I 
took  leave.  The  next  morning,  the  child  was  much  worse  ;  he  lay  in  a 
comatose  state,  with  his  neck  stretched  back  to  its  utmost  extent,  counte- 
nance livid,  respiration  nearly  annihilated.  The  parents  made  up  their 
minds  to  part  with  their  little  darling,  and  that  too  very  soon  ;  and  I 
could  not  give  much  encouragement  to  the  contrary.  But,  as  a  dernier 
ressort,  I  ordered  the  following  :  R.  01.  tiglii,  gtt.  xii. ;  adipis,  3  ii.  M. 
fiat  unguentum. 

A  portion,  the  size  of  a  pea,  was  directed  to  be  gently  rubbed  along  the 
course  of  the  trachea  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  I  feared  that  my 
next  visit  would  be  post-mortem,  but  was  delighted  to  find  the  child  belter, 
in  fact  playing  on  its  mother's  knee ;  and  she  informed  me  that  scarcely 
fifteen  minutes  after  the  first  application  of  the  ointment  had  elapsed,  ere 
there  was  a  visible  change.  The  child  now  breathed  easier,  his  counte- 
nance assuming  a  more  natural  appearance  ;  coma  passing  away,  with 
the  forcible  ejection  of  a  quantity  of  tenacious  mucus.  The  use  ol  the 
ointment  was  continued  at  much  longer  intervals  ;  the  next  day  the  mem- 
brane disappeared  entirely,  and  the  child  was  well. 

I  have  had  three  cases  of  croup  since,  in  which  the  second  stage  was 
about  forming,  before  I  was  called  to  attend.  In  these  I  have  pursued 
the  same  treatment  with  similar  success. — Dr.  S.  C.  Ellis,  in  New  York 
Journal  of  Medicine. 

Extirpation  of  Ovarian  Tumors. — This  is  the  surgical  subject  of  the 
day.  It  is  the  fashion  just  now  to  open  the  abdomen  and  cut  out  the 
ovary.  It  was  i^xe  fashion  last  year  to  lay  violent  hands  on  every  squint- 
ing man,  woman,  and  child,  and  cut  his,  her,  or  its  eyes  out.  A  pitiful 
spectacle,  and  the  current  version  of  the  old  story  of  Panurgus's  sheep. 
Will  it  never  be  otherwise?  Will  the  mass  of  men  be  always  under  the 
influence  of  the  whim  of  the  hour — always  run  after  novelty,  because  it 
is  novelty — be  always  led  by  the  nose  by  the  quack  or  the  enthusiast  ? 
For  our  parts,  we  firmly  believe  that  they  will.  Populus  vult  decipi — • 
decipiatur,  will  be  just  as  true  in  the  fortieth  century  as  in  the  nineteenth. 
But  with  what  face  can  we  reproach  the  public  for  its  encouragement  of 
quackery,  when  we,  the  profession,  who  arrogate  to  ourselves  science, 
and  experience,  and  judgment,  and  so-forlh,  show  ourselves,  on  all  occa- 
sion, so  credulous,  so  whimsical,  so  apt  to  take  up  and  put  down  all  sorts 
of  notions  and  of  practice  ?  It  is  the  devil  reproring  sin,  and  the  world 
sees  it. — Medico- Chirurgical  Review. 
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PROLAPSUS  OF   THE   RECTUM. 

From  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie's  Lectures  at  St.  George's  Hospital. 

This  disease,  as  it  occurs  in  adults,  is,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  Internal 
piles  ;  which,  in  coming  down,  bring  the  lining  menibrane  of  the  intestine 
with  them  ;  so  that  it  is  not  disease  of  the  gut  itself,  but  is  merely  an  af- 
fection of  its  lining  membrane,  produced  by  the  piles.  But  in  children 
you  do  not  have  piles;  and  in  them  prolapsus  frequently  occurs  ;  the  gut 
in  children  is  very  thin,  in  consequence  of  which  intussusception  also  is 
common  in  children;  and  this  partly  accounts  for  the  prolapsus  taking 
place.  The  extreme  thinness  of  the  gut,  then,  appears  to  be  one  cause  ; 
another  is,  that,  at  this  early  period,  the  organs  of  generation  are  not  per- 
fected ;  the  prostate  and  vesiculae  seminales  are  not  completely  formed,  so 
that  the  parts  are  not  so  well  supported,  cellular  tissue  and  fat  occupying 
the  place  of  these  organs.  1  have  frequently  recommended  in  these 
cases,  the  repeated  application  of  a  lotion,  containing  one  drachm  of  the 
tr.  ferri  mur.  in  a  pint  of  distilled  water,  and  the  patients  have  been  much 
relieved  by  it.  There  is  another  circumstance  T  have  made  out  since  the 
publication  of  my  lectures,  viz.,  that  as  the  child  grows  up,  the  disease 
occasionally  disappears  without  any  treatment,  but  this  is  not  always  the 
case  ;  the  remedy  which  I  recommend  is,  nevertheless,  very  simple  ; 
make  the  child  learn  to  use  a  bed-pan,  so  as  not  to  sit  up  when  it  has  a 
stool  ;  or  what,  perhaps,  is  still  better,  if  you  can  persuade  the  friends  to 
purchase  an  invalid  bedstead,  such  as  we  have  in  the  Hospital,  where  you 
know  a  cushion  can  be  removed  from  the  middle  of  the  bed,  and  the  pan 
being  fixed  beneath,  the  patient  always  passes  his  stools  whilst  in  the 
recumbent  posture;  there  is  no  difficulty  in  teaching  a  child  to  pass  his 
motions  in  this  position,  and  then  the  rectum  will  not  come  down.  This 
plan  shotdd  be  followed  for  a  year  or  two,  and  then,  as  the  child  gets 
stronger,  the  disposition  to  prolapsus  will  be  overcome,  and  the  treatment 
may  be  discontinued.  Whilst  conversing  a  short  time  since  with  a  friend 
of  mine  (Mr.  Maudsley,  of  Hanover  Square),  he  mentioned  that  in  his 
old  patients  who  suffered  from  internal  piles,  he  had  observed,  that  where 
they  were  bed-ridden  for  any  length  of  lime  by  any  other  disease,  the 
piles  always  disappeared  ;  and  it  was  from  this  circumstance  that  I  first 
tried  the  recumbent  posture  for  the  cure  of  prolapsus,  which,  as  I  have 
mentioned,  I  find  to  answer  most  perfectly.  The  simple  operation  of 
19 


370  Prolapsus  of  the  Rectum. 

tying  piles  is  not  always  unattended  with  danger.  When  I  delivered  the 
lecture  to  which  I  have  adverted,  1  had  performed  the  operation  several 
hundred  limes,  and  had  only  lost  one  patient ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
since  that  time,  1  have  lost  no  less  than  three  patients  after  this  opera- 
tion. But  a  patient  may  die  from  tiie  piles  ;  so  that  if  there  is  a  little 
danger  attending  tlie  operation,  it  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  per- 
formed. But  in  all  cases,  gentlemen,  where  you  think  there  is  danger, 
endeavor  (as  I  recommended  to  you  in  my  last  lecture)  to  make  out 
what  is  the  cause  of  that  danger.  In  those  cases  which  have  proved 
fatal,  I  have  always  found  diffuse  cellular  inflammation  about  the  rectum, 
which  has  risen  as  high  up  as  the  mesentery  ;  or  else  there  has  been 
effusion  of  lymph  in  the  part  surrounding  the  rectum  ;  in  short,  they  all 
died  of  diffuse  cellular  inflammation.  Now,  this  affection  is  principally 
dependent  upon  the  state  of  the  patient's  general  health  ;  and  those  who 
die  from  this  cause  in  the  Hos|)ital,  are  generally  persons  who  have  been 
largely  addicted  to  drinking  :  the  same  cause,  in  the  higher  classes,  tends 
to  the  formation  of  carbuncle.  In  the  first  who  died  here,  the  kidneys 
were  soft,  and  precisely  in  that  stale  in  which  they  were  found  to  secrete 
albuminous  urine  ;  and  in  the  bladder  1  found  a  fibrinous  calculus,  the 
only  one  I  ever  saw  ;  when  dried,  it  shrunk  almost  to  nothing  ;  its  forma- 
tion can  only  be  accounted  for  from  the  overloaded  albuminous  state  of 
the  urine.  This  patient  was,  of  course,  in  an  unfavorable  state  for  any 
operation,  but  I  did  not  previously  ascertain  the  state  of  his  water :  and 
if  I  had,  I  did  not  know  sufficient  of  the  disease  to  have  cured  it.  The 
next  patient  had  a  great  deal  of  bleeding  from  the  piles,  but  here  I  ex- 
amined the  state  of  the  urine  with  Dr.  Prout,  and  found  it  to  be  loaded 
with  albumen.  In  all  cases,  if  the  patient  is  not  in  perfect  health, 
and  you  find  the  albuminous  stale  of  the  urine,  you  may  suspect  the 
disease  of  the  kidneys.  The  third  patient  was  a  man  who  had  always 
been  ailing,  and  was  a  sallow,  miserable-looking  person.  I  told  him  he 
had  better  not  have  the  piles  tied  ;  but  he  said  they  were  extremely  trou- 
blesome, aud  begged  I  would  do  it.  T  did  so,  and  in  a  few  days  he 
died  from  the  same  cause  as  the  two  former;  but  here  I  operated  at 
the  patient's  own  particular  request.  Of  course,  it  is  always  important 
that  the  patient  should  run  no  unnecessary  risk  ;  therefore,  at  all  times 
previous  to  operating,  ascertain  whether  his  general  health  is  good,  and 
never  omit  examining  the  urine  ;  if  it  contains  no  albumen,  and  the  pa- 
tient's health  is  otherwise  good,  there  is  no  more  danger  attending  it,  than 
there  is  in  bleeding  a  person  from  the  arm  ;  there  is  no  operation 
which,  under  certain  circumstances,  may  not  be  dangerous.  I  have 
known  many  die  from  cellular  inflammation  following  blood-letting ;  so 
also  after  cupping,  erysipelas  may  follow.  I  have  known  persons  die 
from  the  sting  of  a  bee,  and  others  from  pricking  minute  abscesses  to  let 
out  the  matter.  In  all  these  cases,  the  fatal  result  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  state  of  the  constitution,  and  not  to  the  operation. — Medical  Times. 
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At  the  serai-monthly  meeting,  May  1st,  1844,  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  National  Institute,  Dr.  Lindsly,  to  whom  the  subject  had 
been  previously  referred,  presented  the  following  abstract  of  a  communi- 
cation from  James  L.  Day,  A.M.,  M.D.,  late  physician  to  the  colony  of 
Liberia  in  western  Africa,  and  United  States  Agent  for  taking  care  of 
re-captured  Africans — and,  on  motion,  the  abstract  was  ordered  to  be 
published. 

This  paper  discusses  various  subjects  of  public  interest  and  import- 
ance, and  is  highly  creditable  to  the  industry  and  intelligence  of  its  author. 
He  takes  up  in  their  order  and  discusses  the  questions  proposed  by  this 
Department  in  their  medical  circular. 

(Question  I.  What  is  the  medical  topography  of  your  district  or  section 
of  country,  and  have  you  any  extensive  sources  of  malaria? 

He  gives  a  description  of  Monrovia,  the  principal  town  of  the  colony 
of  Liberia,  from  which  he  dates  his  letter,  and  to  which  and  the  country 
immediately  surrounding,  his  personal  observations  were  chiefly  confined. 
This  town  is  situated  in  lat.  6  19  north,  in  the  neighborhood  of  several 
extensive  swamps  and  marshes,  which  he  considers  abundant  sources  of 
malaria,  and  quite  sufficient  to  account  for  the  prevalence  of  the  fever 
which  in  former  years  has  proved  so  fatal  to  the  whites  who  have  emi- 
grated to  that  country.  Most  of  the  inhabited  points  along  the  coast  are 
similarly  situated,  as  Gambia,  Sierra  Leone,  Bassa  Cove,  Cnpe  Palmas 
and  Cape  Coast.  "  But,"  he  remarks,  "  the  redeeming  feature  is  the 
south-west  sea-breeze,  which  not  only  blows  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
twenty-four  hours  at  all  seasons,  but  in  the  rainy  season  is  the  prevalent 
wind,  there  being  seldom  much  land  breeze,  even  at  night,  during  the  six 
or  seven  rainy  months  ;  and  again  to  mitigate  the  otherwise  destructive 
effects  of  so  great  sources  of  malaria,  we  have  the  tornado  seasons  \\  hich 
characterize  the  changes  from  dry  to  rainy  and  from  rainy  to  dry  seasons. 
By  their  sweeping  winds,  abundant  discharges  of  electricity  and  torrents 
of  rain,  they  purify  and  cleanse  the  air." 

Question  II.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  agriculture,  the  felling  and 
clearing  off  the  forests,  the  draining  and  cultivation  of  the  soil,  upon  the 
climate,  upon  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  upon  tlie  character  of 
disease  ? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  he  states  that  it  is  only  about  twenty-two 
years  since  the  colony  of  Liberia  was  first  established — that  during  that 
period  something  has  been  effected  (quite  as  much  as  under  the  circum- 
stances could  be  expected)  in  the  cutting  down  of  the  forests,  draining 
the  swamps,  and  in  cultivating  the  soil — and  that  owing  to  these  improve- 
ments and  the  better  modes  of  trea^m^  disease,  the  acclimating  fever,  as 
it  is  called,  which  attacks  almost  all  the  emigrants,  is  much  milder  in  its 
character  than  formerly,  seldom  confining  the  colored  man  more  than  a 
few  days,  and   then    leaving  him   in    perfect  health — and  very  frequently 
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proving  dangerous  even  to  the  white,  in  whom  it  is  generally  very  easily 
controlled  by  the  administration  of  appropriate  remedies. 

(Question  111.  What  manufactories  are  there  in  your  district,  and 
what  is  their  effect  upon  the  constitution  and  health  of  the  operatives  ? 

Liberia  being  a  recently  settled  country  has  no  manufactories,  properly 
so  called,  and  of  course  the  question  requires  no  discussion.  They  have 
artizans  of  various  kinds,  house-builders,  tailors,  blacksmiths,  rope-mak- 
ers, tanners,  &c.  &c. 

Question  IV.  What  epidemic  and  endemic  diseases  have  occurred  un- 
der your  observation,  or  of  which  you  can  get  a  correct  account  from 
others  ? 

In  answer  to  this  question.  Dr.  Day  remarks,  "  All  fevers  of  miasmatic 
origin  have  so  close  a  resemblance  to  each  other,  except  in  intensity,  it 
seems  scarcely  proper  to  call  a  fever  of  one  miasmatic  district  an  endemic, 
when  the  same  fever  is  common  to  every  other  place  where  the  same 
causes  operate  with  the  same  degree  of  violence.  But  though  the  fever 
of  this  coast  may  be  similar  to  the  Bengal,  the  Jamaica  and  others,  I 
find  no  works  on  tropical  countries,  which  treat  of  remittents  and  inter- 
mittents  and  their  cure,  that  I  would  follow  implicitly  in  my  practice,  and 
therefore  we  may  speak  of  the  endemic  fever  of  this  coast  in  answering 
the  next  question." 

"  We  have  also  among  the  natives  of  this  country,  diseases  we  believe 
originally  peculiar  to  them,  and  by  them  through  the  slave  trade  introduced 
into  the  West  Indies  and  other  slave-trading  countries.     One  called  the 

*  yaws,'  an  African  name,  will  be  found  described  in  a  small  work  entitled 

*  Hilary  on  Air,  with  notes  by  Dr.  Rush,  p.  245  (1811).'  "  This  disease 
Dr.  Day  does  not  describe  more  particularly.  Another  affection,  called  the 
"  craw  craw,"  prevails  rather  extensively  among  the  natives.  It  consists 
of  a  fine-pointed,  vesicular,  watery  eruption,  very  troublesome  from  the 
excessive  itching  it  causes,  often  covering  the  body  from  head  to  foot,  ex- 
ceedingly disgusting  in  its  appearance,  and  capable  of  propagation  by 
contagion.  Having  had  but  little  opportunity  of  seeing  these  diseases  in 
the  colony  of  Liberia,  as  they  prevail  chiefly  among  the  natives.  Dr.  D. 
does  not  enter  at  all  into  their  pathology  or  treatment.  Epidemic  dis- 
eases have  occurred  but  seldom.  Several  years  since,  the  smallpox 
prevailed  extensively  and  proved  very  fatal  among  the  native  tribes,  while 
but  a  single  colonist  died  from  it.  Dysentery  has  also  occasionally  as- 
sumed an  epidemic  character,  though  not  particularly  malignant  or  fatal, 
yielding  pretty  readily  to  an  internal  stimulant  treatment.  Sporadic  cases 
of  leprosy  are  found  among  the  native  population. 

(Question  V.  What  has  been  the  character  of  the  fevers  of  your  dis- 
trict, what  the  cause,  what  the  most  successful  mode  of  treatment,  what 
the  pathological  changes  found  upon  examination  after  death,  and  how 
far  is  there  proof  that  they  have  been  undei  any  circumstances  transmit- 
ted by  contagion  ? 

Answer. — Tlie  endemic,  commonly  called  the  African  or  coast  fever, 
originates  no  doubt  from  the  malaria  generated  from  the  extensive  man- 
grove swamps  almost  everywhere  present  along  the  coast,  combined  with 
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that  generated  from  the  vegetation  everywhere  luxuriant  and  decaying 
with  great  rapidity  in  this  warm  country,  especially  in  the  season 
of  the  periodical  rains.  This  once  assumed  the  character  of  a  ma- 
lignant bihous  remittent,  rarely  taking  the  milder  form  of  intermittent 
or  tertian  agues.  Recendy,  from  the  causes  before  suggested,  when  re- 
mittent it  is  more  mild,  and  oftener  it  appears  in  the  intermittent  form. 
In  general  it  yields  readily  to  remedial  agents,  and  it  is  found  the  best 
practice  is  one  in  which  mild  mercurial  cathartics  are  used  by  day  and 
sedatives  at  night,  avoiding  the  danger  of  bringing  on,  by  drastic  purga- 
tives, fatal  hypercatharsis — and  likewise  avoiding  entirely  the  use  of  the 
lancet,  except  possibly  sometimes  it  may  be  employed  in  cases  of  sailors 
of  full  plethoric  habit.  But  even  in  such  cases.  Dr.  Day  remarks,  he 
would  resort  to  it  with  fear  and  great  reluctance.  At  the  first  intermis- 
sion, and  in  some  cases  the  first  considerable  abatement,  without  waiting 
for  a  distinct  intermission  of  the  febrile  symptoms,  after  the  system  has 
been  brought  under  the  action  of  calomel,  he  gives  the  sulph.  of  quinine, 
in  doses  of  from  five  to  twenty  grains,  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  After  having  once  prepared  the  system  and  conmienced  the 
use  of  the  quinine,  he  remarks,  he  is  rarely  compelled  by  the  return  of 
the  fever  to  stop  it,  except  during  the  after  part  of  the  day,  for  the  first 
or  second  day  of  its  employment.  It  is  continued  in  small  doses  for  about 
three  days,  and  then  administered,  dating  from  the  interrupted  paroxysm 
of  the  fever,  on  the  sixth,  thirteenth  and  twentieth  days  thereafter,  there 
being  a  constant  tendency  in  such  fevers  to  return  at  septemary  periods. 

The  necessity  in  that  moist  and  warm  climate  of  speedy  interment, 
together  with  a  strong  prejudice  against  such  things,  precludes  the  possi- 
bility of  frequent  or  even  occasional  post-mortem  examinations.  But 
from  the  symptoms  it  is  observed,  says  Dr.  D.,  that  the  violence  of 
the  disease  by  the  derangement  of  the  biliary  system  falls  primarily  upon 
the  stomach,  and  through  sympathy  affects  the  brain,  simulating  in  many 
cases  brain  fever,  and  almost  leading  to  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  in- 
flammation of  that  organ.  It  has  been  proved  most  conclusively,  where 
resort  has  been  had  to  direct  depletory  measures  to  reduce  the  supposed 
inflammation,  that  yielding  to  such  a  belief  proves  fatal  to  the  patient  in 
most  cases.  But  counter-irritants  to  the  epigastric  region  are  almost  in- 
dispensable to  a  speedy  cure,  as  by  their  use  we  avoid  that  continued 
weakness  of  the  digestive  organs  that  brings  a  train  of  attendant  evils.  He 
goes  on  to  remark,  that  in  no  case  and  under  no  circumstances  has  it 
proved  capable  of  being  transmitted  by  contagion. 

Question  VI.  What  change  has  taken  place  in  the  type  of  disease, 
within  a  series  of  years,  in  your  district,  and  to  what  is  such  change  to  be 
ascribed? — This  question  has  already  been  answered  in  the  replies  to  the 
second  and  fourth. 

Question  VII.  What  is  the  average  duration  or  probability  of  human 
life  in  your  population  ;  has  it  increased  within  a  number  of  years,  and 
in  what  proportion  and  from  what  causes  ? 

The  remarks  embodied  in  the  previous  answers,  showing  the  malignity 
of  the  diseases,  particularly   the   fever,  of  this  climate  to  have  been  miti- 


374  Medical  Department  of  the  National  Institute. 

gated  as  the  clearing  and  cultivation  is  extended  and  increased,  and 
showing,  too,  that  a  hetter  system  of  practice  has  been  the  result  of  the 
twenty  years'  experience  in  this  colony  of  the  diseases  known  within  its 
limits,  have  in  effect  answered  to  this  question  that  the  average  duration 
or  probability  of  human  life  has  increased  witiiin  these  few  years,  ahhough 
there  are  no  regular  statistics  to  which  access  can  be  had  to  determine 
this  point  will)  absolute  certainty. 

(Question  VIJL  What  is  the  relative  degree  of  health  and  longevity  of 
the  whiles  and  blacks,  the  increase  and  mortality  of  each  ? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  Dr.  Day  remarks  that  he  considers  that  the 
colored  man,  in  eiuigrating  to  Africa  from  America,  incurs  much  less 
risk  to  liealih  and  life  than  he  would  in  going  to  Canada  or  the  West 
Indies — that  the  cold  of  the  former  would  produce  more  severe  and  more 
fatal  diseases  than  are  encountered  in  Africa,  while  the  yellow  fever  of  the 
West  Indies,  which  is  entirely  unknown  to  Liberia,  is  much  more  danger- 
ous than  the  mild  acclimating  fever  to  which  the  negro  is  liable  upon 
landing  in  Africa.  Upon  the  whole,  he  contends  that  the  danger  incur- 
red by  the  colored  emigrant  is  very  slight  indeed — and  that  even  the 
white  man  is  much  less  exposed  than  is  generally  imagined,  many  having 
lived  in  the  colony  four,  five,  six,  seven  and  eight  years  in  tolerable 
health,  while  many  slave  dealers  have  grown  gray  in  the  pursuit  of  wealth 
by  their  horrid  traffic. 

Question  IX.  What  is  the  relative  degree  of  health,  longevity  and  in- 
crease of  the  slaves  and  free  blacks ;  which  suffers  most  from  the  influ- 
ence of  your  epidemic  diseases  ;  and  what  are  the  causes  which  produce 
different  results  in  these  respects  upon  the  two  classes  ? 

As  there  are  no  slaves  in  the  colony  of  Liberia,  this  question  is  not  ap- 
plicable to  their  state  of  society. 

(Question  X.  What  is  the  annual  number  of  marriages,  births  and 
deaths,  to  each  thousand  of  your  population,  and  what  is  the  proportion 
of  male  and  female  children  born  ? 

In  answer  to  this  question.  Dr.  Day  remarks  that  there  are  no  statis- 
tics by  which  the  facts  can  be  ascertained  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

(Question  XI.  Have  you  any  rases  of  great  longevity,  what  have 
been  the  habits  and  occupations  of  such  persons,  and  were  they  natives 
of  vour  district,  or  emigrants,  and  from  what  country  and  place  ? 

He  replies  that  they  have  a  few  cases  of  great  longevity  ;  the  most 
remarkable  of  which  are  two  emigrants  who  came  here  from  the  United 
States,  one  of  whom  is  102  years  of  age  and  the  other  105. 

There  are  occasionally  instances  of  remarkable  longevity  witnessed 
among  the  natives,  but  they  are  rare,  in  consequence  of  the  cruel  treat- 
ment towards  the  aged  among  most  of  the  African  tribes.  Age  is  res- 
pected only  where  it  has  power  to  enforce  that  respect.  Men,  and  es- 
pecially women,  find  little  sympathy,  when  they  cojne  to  that  age  where 
the  dependence  of  second  childhood  throws  them  upon  the  charity  of 
others. 

Question  Xll.  Have  you  any  persons  who  live  exclusively  upon  a 
milk  or  vegetable  diet,  and   what  is  the  apparent  effect  of  such  diet  upou 
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the  duration  of  life,  tlie  lieallh,  strength  and  activity  of  tlie  body  and 
mind  ? 

In  reply  to  this  question,  Dr.  Day  states  that  there  are  no  such  instan- 
ces to  his  knowledge,  among  either  the  native  or  colonial  population. 
The  diet  of  the  natives  is  mainly  vegetable,  being  mostly  rice,  cassava, 
and  the  product  of  the  palm  variously  prepared.  They  likewise  eat 
almost  everything  endowed  with  animal  life — elephants,  cats,  dogs,  leop- 
ards, snakes,  horses,  alligators,  lizards,  monkeys,  grubs,  snails,  bats,  locusts 
and  flying  ants. 

Question  XlJl.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  the  temperance  reforma- 
tion upon  the  strength  and  health  of  your  citizens  ? 

As  the  curse  of  intemperance  has  not  made  rapid  progress  in  the 
midst  of  this  people,  the  excitement  has  not  been  great  to  labor  in  the 
cause  of  temperance  with  much  zeal.  But  the  custom  prevails  to  some 
extent  of  buying  ardent  spirits  for  trading  with  the  natives,  and  as  far  as 
practised  must  prove  injurious — though  it  is  a  rare  sight  to  see  a  native 
man  intoxicated  with  anything  but  the  wine  made  from  the  juice  of  the 
palm-tree,  which,  when  a  day  or  two  old,  becomes  quite  exhilarating. 

Dr.  Day  promises  another  communication  to  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  National  Institute,  when  more  at  leisure,  in  answer  to  the  remain- 
ing questions  of  their  circular. 
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By  A.   r.  Can-,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.) 

Mr.  B.,  xt.  65,  farmer,  tall  and  spare  ;  height  six  feet,  neck  in  propor- 
tion to  his  height ;  head  rather  small  than  otherwise ;  of  respectable 
mental  endowments,  and  considerable  vivacity  ;  never  enjoyed  robust 
health,  but  by  a  prudent  course  of  regimen,  has  been  able  to  labor  almost 
everyday  of  his  life.  This  morning  (October  8,  1843),  while  putting  on 
his  coat,  without  any  premonition,  his  left  side  became  paralytic.  1  saw 
him  within  half  an  hour  after  the  attack.  I  could  not  learn  that  he  had 
been  comatose.  He  appeared  lost  when  they  placed  him  upon  the  bed, 
and  was  somewhat  confused  after  I  arrived  ;  but  there  was  nothing  like 
profound  coma.  There  was  that  peculiar  Gituous  expression  of  the  face 
which  characterizes  palsy  of  the  portio  dura  of  the  seventh  pair  of 
nerves.  The  tongue,  when  he  attempted  to  protrude  it  as  usual,  turned 
towards  the  affected  side.  No  sensible  difference  between  the  tempera- 
ture of  either  side,  and  only  partial  anesthesia.  Pulse  50  and  soft  ;  pain 
in  the  right  side  of  the  head,  just  above  the  temporal  fossa  ;  respiration 
but  slightly  interfered  with.  There  was  no  engorgement  of  the  vessels 
of  the  head  or  neck.  Some  little  difficulty  in  swallowing.  His  voice 
had  lost  its  accustomed  tone,  and  had  become  whining  and  childlike. 
Our  prescription  was :-  Sub.  mur.  hyd.,gr.  x.,  assisted  by  senna  and 
zingiber;  foot-bath;  frictions  upon  the  limbs  and  along  the  spine  with 
the  hand,  and  aq.  am.  quad,  spts  rosemary,  aa   §  ij. 
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October  9tli. — JNo  operation  of  the  bowels  ;  can  drnw  the  leg  up  and 
move  the  arni  a  very  little  ;  but  they  feel  large  and  heavy  ;  considerable 
heat  upon  the  surface  of  the  body  ;  pain  in  the  head  increasec),  and  the 
veins  of  the  neck  and  head  fuller  than  on  the  day  before,  but  not  en- 
gorged.    Did  not  see  fit  to  bleed.     More  cathartic  medicine  was  taken. 

10th. — Better  in  every  respect ;  physic  has  operated  favorably  ;  ob- 
tained the  control  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  to  sonie  extent  ;  the  tongue 
still  turns  towards  the  affected  side,  and  is  a  very  little  coated.  Says  he 
has  a  good  appetite. 

I  learned  to-day  that  several  years  ago  his  little  finger  upon  his  left 
hand  became  numb  suddenly,  while  stooping  for  some  purpose,  and  sub- 
sequently his  left  arm  was  palsied — both  of  whicii  were  relieved  by 
frictions. 

This  patient  walked  about  in  less  than  a  week  after  receiving  the  shock, 
and  I  did  not  see  him  again  until  December,  when  he  called  upon  me 
for  medicine  "  to  make  him  sleep."  Had  been  able  to  walk  and  ride 
about,  but  had  not  slept  for  eight  nights  ;  fi^lt  perfectly  calm  and  easy, 
but  coidd  not  lose  himself  in  sleep.  Musk  and  morphine  procured  a 
good  niirhi's  rest  :  but  did  not  answer  so  well  afterwards  as  an  infusion 
of  valerian  and  the  foot-bath.  I  have  been  informed  that  previous  to  Oc- 
tober he  had  not  rested  well  at  night. 

March  27th,  1844.  Visited  the  patient.  He  related  his  case  in  a 
whining  voice,  which  had  continued  since  his  paralytic  attack.  Said 
that  in  January,  while  tying  up  his  cattle,  he  awoke  under  their  feet, 
and  has  fallen  twice  since  while  walking.  Thinks  he  could  produce 
one  of  these  falling  fits  by  raising  his  hands  high  over  his  head.  He  is 
easily  affected  to  tears  ;  his  memory  is  impaired,  and  he  finds  it  difficult 
to  confine  his  attention  to  his  ordinary  affairs.  I  noticed  his  skin  to  be 
dry,  but  not  hot  ;  bowels  costive  ;  tongue  covered  with  a  white  coat ; 
the  function  of  the  urinary  bladder  healthy  ;  pulse  23  the  minute,  and 
remarkably  regular.  Complains  of  dark  clouds  passing  over  his  mind, 
which  obscure  his  senses  for  a  moment,  and  simultaneously  a  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  left  leg  may  be  observed.  He  appear- 
ed sensible  of  the  approach  of  this  eclipse,  as  he  called  it  afterwards 
when  it  occurred  oftener,  and  only  lost  his  senses  when  it  became  total. 
It  gave  him  the  idea  of  death,  and  depressed  his  spirits  exceedingly. 
These  paroxysms  occur  more  frequently  when  he  attempts  any  mental 
effort. 

29ih.  Saw  Mr.  B.  before  he  arose  in  the  morning.  There  was  not 
much  variation  in  his  symptoms  from  the  27th.  He  fancied  himself 
better:  his  skin,  in  fact,  felt  more  moist  and  natural,  and  the  tongue 
slightly  improved.  He  suffered  no  pain,  and  appeared  less  depressed  ; 
none  of  the  "eclipses"  during  the  night.  There  had  been  a  motion  of 
the  bowels.  The  pupils  of  his  eyes,  I  noticed,  were  more  than  usually 
dilated,  and  throughout  his  disease  there  was  no  sensible  variation  in 
them,  notwithstanding  the  different  degrees  of  light  to  which  he  was  ex- 
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posed  ;  pulse  22  the  minute. 
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30th. — I  find  his  pulse  as  low  as  20.  He  sits  up  and  converses  with 
cheerfulness,  walks  about  the  room,  and  feels  quite  encouraged. 

31st. — Cheerful  ;  has  not  had  any  of  the  dark  spells  ;  pulse  28. 

April  1st. — Found  my  patient  attempting  some  little  business,  ad- 
justing accounts  with  a  neighbor,  which  occupied  several  hours.  In  the 
afternoon  1  was  sent  for,  and  found  him  much  worse.  Dark  clouds  are 
continually  passing  over  his  mind,  which  create  the  most  gloomy  appre- 
hensions. Notwithstanding  everything  like  mental  effort  was  strictly 
interdicted,  he  made  his  will  in  the  evening,  thinking  he  should  not  sur- 
vive tlie  night.  Vomiting  took  place  about  12  o'clock,  which  afforded  re- 
lief, and  I  found  him  in  tlie  morning  with  a  pulse  34  the  minute,  but 
extremely  exhausted.  This  momentary  suspension  of  intellect  continues 
— perhaps  he  lost  all  consciousness  twenty  times  during  the  night.  Af- 
ternoon— has  abstained  from  conversation  through  the  day,  and  feels  re- 
vived.     His  bowels  answered  to  a  cathartic. 

2d. — Rested  the  first  of  the  night,  but  the  latter  part  was  disturbed  by 
the  darkness  which  continued  at  intervals  for  two  hours,  wholly  depriving 
him  of  rest  for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  Pulse  for  the  first  time  irregu- 
lar— between  each  pulsation  there  is  an  interval  of  between  two  and 
three  seconds  ;  at  every  twenty  beats  there  follows  a  pulsation  of  less 
force,  succeeding  which  there  is  an  intermission  of  seven  seconds  ;  in  all, 
25  the  minute. 

3d. — Mr,  B.  has  had  a  comfortable  night,  but  few  "  eclipses  ;"  pulse 
29  the  minute,  and  regular;  tongue  less  coated  ;  appears  better  in  many 
respects  ;  converses  well,  and  enjoys  some  anecdotes  related  by  his 
brother. — About  noon  he  felt  a  motion  of  his  bowels,  and  arose  without 
assistance,  and  walked  to  the  stool.  His  wife  stepped  into  an  adjoining 
room,  and  when  she  returned,  having  been  absent  but  a  moment,  he  had 
fallen  back,  apoplectic,  and  died  immediately. 

What  the  organic  lesion  was  upon  which  these  symptoms  depended, 
we  are  left  to  conjecture,  it  having  been  impossible  to  obtain  ?i  post-mor- 
tem examination.  Might  it  not  have  been  a  case  of  ramollissement  of 
that  part  of  the  brain  from  which  the  heart  receives  its  nervous  influence? 
It  appeared  to  me  that  cerebral  haemorrhage,  the  ordinary  cause  of  hemiple- 
gia, would  not  account  for  all  the  symptoms.  If  there  had  been  an  effu- 
sion in  October,  absorption  would  have  taken  place  to  some  considerable 
extent  within  five  months,  and  the  brain  have  resumed  its  proper  influ- 
ence. At  last  there  might  have  been  an  effusion.  But  this  is  all  con- 
jecture, and  perhaps  not  rational. 

Goffstown,  iV.  H.,  May  29th,  1844. 


EPIDEMIC    ERYSIPELATOUS    FEVER —NO.   VI. 

By  J.  A.  Allen,  M.D.,  Middlebury,  Vermont. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Siirgical  Journal Continued  from  pnge  314.] 

From  the  view   which    has  been   taken   of  the   subject,  and   the    facts 
that  have   been   adduced,  it  will   appear  to  follow  as  an  unavoidable 
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corollary,  ihat  epidemic  puerperal  fever  either  may,  or  may  not,  be  con- 
tairious,  according  as  it  may  happen  to  be  merged  in  or  accompanied 
whh  contaL^ious  or  non-contagions  diseases.  Whatever  the  tendency  of 
the  prevalent  disease  or  epidemic  duithesis  may  be,  the  puerperal  cases  ot 
that  period  assume  its  distinctive  livery.  Upon  this  subject  Fleetwood 
Churchill,  in  his  treatise  on  Midwifery,  has  very  justly  remarked,  "  What- 
ever the  epidemic  influence  may  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  to  it  the 
majority  of  cases  are  attributable,  especially  the  worst  and  most  fatal." 
Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  puerperal  epidemics  of  which  we  have  any  au- 
thentic accounts,  have  been  accompanied  either  by  erysipelatous  or  ty 
phoid  fevers.  The  prevalent  disease  has  given  the  type  and  general  cha- 
riicier  to  the  complaint.  When  the  epidemic  constitution  of  the  year 
has  i)roduced  erysipelatous  fevers,  the  puerperal  affections  have  put  on 
the  same  essential  characteristics,  as  facts,  when  carefully  scanned,  demon- 
strably show  to  have  been  exemplified  at  Aberdeen,  Leeds  ;  and  recently 
in  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Indiana,  &tc.  In  other  instances,  when 
tyohous  fevers  have  been  epidemical,  as  reported  by  Clarke  and  Collins 
at  London  and  Dublin,  the  puerperal  fevers  have  been  of  the  low  typhoid 
type,  and  not  unfrequently  attended  with  petechial  eruptions.  Hence 
the  question  in  relation  to  the  contagiousness  of  puerperal  fever  resolves 
itself  into  the  simple  fact,  whether  the  prevailing  epidemic  be  contagious. 
In  all  diseases  which  are  epidemic,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  decide 
upon  the  question  of  contagion,  inasmuch  as  the  cases  which  support 
most  strongly  the  contagiousness  of  the  disease,  may  almost  all  be  ex- 
plained by*the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  cause.  It  is  clear,  however, 
that  some  reported  cases"  of  puerperal  fever  are  so  manifestly  produced 
by  conta«-ion,  ihat  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  occasionally  thus  com- 
municated. This  admission,  however,  ought  to  be  regarded  on  excep- 
tion rather  than  a  rule,  especially  in  iis  erysipelatous  form.  That  it  may 
be  carried  with  unwashed  hands,  in  the  manner  not  long  since  reported  m 
this  Journal,  or  by  infection,  either  of  typhus  or  erysipelas,  in  clothes  which 
have  imbibed  infectious  matter,  there  can  be  but  one  o])inion  entertained. 
It  becomes  the  practitioner  to  see  that  his  hands  are  well  washed,  his 
clothes   clean   and   unfilthy,  or   not  only  to  quit  practice,  but  all  decent 

society.  1111 

\ltention  to  cleanliness  and  purification  completely  checked  the  rav- 
acres  of  puerperal  fever  from  Fel)ruary,  1829,  till  the  close  of  Dr.  Colhns'.s 
n^astership,  November,  1833,  in  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital.  1  a- 
tients  who  wished,  received  attendance  and  necessary  assistance  at  then- 
own  houses.  Although  the  disease  had  become  alarmingly  rife  m  the 
Hospital,  it  was  not  communicated  by  either  the  medical  attendants  or 
nurses  to  patients  at  their  houses.     The   disease  made  no  more  ravages 

for  nearly  five  years.  • ,      • 

From  what  I  have  said,  it  may  be  inferred  that  wherever  epidemic 
erysipelas  occurs,  it  will  always  be  accompanied  with  the  child-bed  cases. 
This  is  far  from  being  the  fact.  During  its  recent  epidemic  visitation  in 
this  re-non,  in  the  years  1811,  42  and  43,  although  it  occurred  to  a 
trreater°or  less   extent  in,  at  least,  twenty  towns,  its  occurrence  in  its  pu- 


Epidemic  Erysipdaious  Fever. — No.  VI.  379 

erperal  form  was  mostly  confim^d  lo  Middlebuiy,  Crown  Point  and  Mo- 
riali.  Several  cases  of  this  description  occurred  in  New  Haven,  some  in 
Bristol,  one  or  two  in  Salisbury,  and  some  in  Biandon.  11,  in  this  form 
of  the  disease,  it  had  been  as  contagious  as  it  has  been  represented  by 
some  emineni  ivriters,  why  did  it  not  become  more  generally  prevalent  ? 
Certainly  there  was  a  free  intercommunication  among  the  sick  ar.d  the 
well,  not  only  among  the  people,  but  among  the  nurses  and  the  doctors  ; 
and  this  intercourse  extended  to  all  cases,  whether  of  the  sim|>le  erysipe- 
latous, or  of  the  erysipelatous  in  its  puerperal  garb. 

Causes  and  Character. — TIk^  remote  cause  of  the  extensive  preva- 
lence of  erysipelatous  fever  for  several  years  past,  is  obviously  atmos- 
pherical— the  essence  of  which  is  probably  of  a  terrene  origin.  Its  en- 
tity or  real  character  will  probably  remain  unknown  till  son)e  fortunate 
discoverer  shall  detect  the  true  materiality  of  malaria.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  this  epidemic  diathesis  was  universally  experienced  in  this  vic:nity 
at  each  occurrence  of  the  complaint  in  the  years  of  1326  and  42.  Its 
influence  has  appeared  to  have  been  rendered  latent  or  active  on  tiie  hu- 
man system  by  innum.erable  and  ever  varying  circumstances.  In  this 
place,  the  epidemic  influence  at  each  period  was  so  great  that  hardly  an 
individual  could  be  found  who  at  some  time,  during  its  prevalence,  did  not 
experience  the  premonitory  indisposition,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree. 
This  premonitory  ailment  usually  resembled  a  catarrhal  affection,  with  a 
soreness  and  diffuse  inflammation  of  the  surface  of  the  throat.  These 
symptoms,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  in  a  majority  of  the  in- 
stances, have  disappeared  without  any  important  medication.  In  other 
instances,  these  mild  affections  have  been  preludes  to  severe  attacks. 
The  accession  of  the  disease  has  usually  commenced  with  violent  chills 
and  rigors,  followed  by  intense  feverish  heat,  constant  and  deep-seated 
pain  in  the  head,  and  migratory  pains  in  the  back  and  limbs.  The 
throat,  although  in  some  instances  it  had  not  excited  the  attention  of  the 
patient,  has  uniformly  been  found  inflamed,  and  the  tonsils  swollen.  This 
last  affection  has  usually  advanced  rapidly,  so  that  in  a  few  hours  deglu- 
tition could  be  performed  only  with  extreme  difficulty.  The  tongue,  at 
this  stage,  has  been  considerably  swollen — in  some  instances  it  became 
so  enlarged  as  to  fill  the  mouth,  and  prevent  the  passage  of  anything  to 
the  stomach.  This  was,  however,  rather  a  rare  occurrence.  The 
surface  of  the  mouth  was  genenilly,  in  bad  cases,  in  a  state  of  vesication, 
somewhat  resembling  aphtliffi.  In  some  instances  this  vesicated  slate  evi- 
dently extended  into  the  larynx  and  trachea. 

In  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  the  disorder  of  the  throat  and  mouth 
has  usually  become  mitigated  or  entirely  gone,  and  proportionally 
as  the  original  local  affection  diminished,  the  face,  scalp  or  side  of 
the  neck  have  become  affected  with  a  diffuse  inflammation,  swollen,  pain- 
ful, hot  and  vesicated,  assuming  by  this  migration  the  unequivocal 
characteristics  of  erysipelas.  The  local  affection  has  rarely  remained 
any  considerable  lime  in  one  location,  except  when  it  seized  a  deep-seat- 
ed or  internal  organ,  muscular  tissue,  cartilage  or  bone.  When  on  the 
external  integuments,  it  has  occasionally  passed  over  the  head,  down  the 
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neck  and  body,  and  terminated  its  mit,'rations  on  the  limbs.  Sometimes 
its  changes  have  been  to  the  brain,  the  lungs,  the  hver  or  the  abdominal 
viscera.  No  instance  has  fah'en  under  my  observation,  either  in  practice 
or  on  dissection,  where  its  location  has  been  confined  either  to  the  skin, 
the  mucous,  the  serous  or  fibrous  membranes.  Tliese  have  each  and  all 
been  involved  in  the  disease,  together  with  the  subjacent  tissue. 

Wlien  the  local  afFeciion  has  occurred  in  the  lungs,  there  has  been 
violent  dyspnoea,  and  great  distress  or  pain  in  the  chest.  The  respiratory 
murmur  has  been  much  diminished,  and  unless  the  disease  was  speedily 
arrested,  the  expectoration  has  assumed  a  dark  and  gnnnous  appearance, 
which,  in  this  disease,  the  father  of  medicine  appears°to  have  regarded  as 
^'■purulent  and  'putrid." 

In  the  abdomen,  its  location  has  been  indicated  by  the  severity  of  the 
pain  and  exquisite  sensibility  of  the  abdominal  integuments,  which  soon 
became  tense  and  distentled.  In  short,  in  this  con'dition  the  symptoms 
have  been  those  manifested  in  puerperal  peritonitis.  In  all  these  cases 
the  pulse  has  been  frequent  and  quick.  Occasionally  the  local  affection 
has  seized  the  soles  of  the  feet,  ankles,  or  palms  of  the  hands,  and  when 
thus  located  much  pain  and  distress  have  been  experienced.  Inthese 
situations  the  duration  of  the  complaint  would  be  greatly  protracted. 

Petechial  patches,  on  various  parts  of  the  surface,  have  been  no  un- 
common occurrence.  In  some  few  cases,  the  whole  cutaneous  system 
has  been  covered  with  an  efflorescence  like  rosalia  simplex.  Thesecases 
have  been  very  mild,  hardly  requiring  any  medication. 

The  constitutional  disorder  has  continued  from  one  or  two,  to  eight  or  nine 
days,  when  convalescence  or  death  has  ensued  ;  unless  the  coni|)laint  has 
been  prolonged  on  account  of  an  unfortimate  location,  in  which  case  its 
duration  has  been  uncertain,  varying  from  one  or  two  weeks,  to  six,  or 
even  as  many  months. 

At  the  onset,  in  some  cases,  the  complaint  has  very  closely  mim- 
icked rheumatism.  One  or  two  of  the  first  cases  of' 1842  were  of 
this  description,  and  speedily  proved  fatal  from  congestion.  Recoveries 
from  this  form  of  the  erysipelatous  epidemic  have  been  tedious  and  pro- 
tracted. These  masked  cases  have  usually,  during  their  course,  evinced 
their  specific  or  erysipelatous  character  by  the  distmct  appearance  of  nu- 
merous papulous  eruptions  over  the  surface  of  the  part  affected. 

(To  be  continued.] 


LUMBAR   ABSCESS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir,— About  one  year  ago  I  was  requested  to  visit  a  Mr.  Tucker, 
in  Cummington,  aged  about  30  or  35  )ears,  who  had  formerly  been  ac- 
customed to  high  living  and  some  irregularilies,  but  for  a  year  or  two 
previous  had  abstained  entirely  from  alcoholic  stimulants.  Being  an  in- 
telligent and  active  man  for  business,  he  had  recently  been  in  a  country 
store,  in  the  capacity  of  clerk.     I  found  him  laboring  under  an  extensive 
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lumbar  abscess,  witli  hectic  symptoms,  having  such  profuse  night-sweats 
that  his  attendants  were  in  the  habit  of  changing  his  night-dress  in  the 
course  of  each  night.  He  was  not,  and  had  not  been,  exercised  with  much 
pain — walked  about  the  house  in  a  slow  and  cautious  manner,  partially 
stooping ;  and  many  who  had  seen  him  judged  from  his  countenance 
and  general  appearance  that  he  was  laboring  under  some  singular  and 
fatal  disease.  There  was  very  extensive  tumefaction  in  the  left  lumbar 
and  neighboring  regions,  with  obvious  fluctuation  ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind 
in  the  region  of  the  groin. 

Not  expecting  to  meet  with  any  such  kind  of  case  when  I  left  home, 
and  having  never  before  been  called  to  prescribe  for  the  like,  I  was  dis- 
posed to  delay  opening,  and  consult  my  authorities.  But  1  directed 
iodine  ointment,  hydriodate  of  potash  in  small  doses  internally,  and  left 
the  patient  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Tobey  for  one  week. 

Being  unable  to  find,  after  returning  home,  any  authority  for  using  iodine 
for  lumbar  or  for  psoas  abscess,  in  particular,  though  probably  there  is 
such  authority — and  finding  the  weight  of  authority  to  be  in  favor  of 
opening,  [  made  my  next  visit  under  the  expectation  of  doing  so.  But 
finding  there  was  decisive  improvement,  I  advised  to  continue  the  same 
course  (only  substituting  the  iodide  of  lead  ointment  for  the  other, 
whenever  the  skin  should  be  much  irritated)  for  another  week. 

On  my  third  visit  I  found  still  further  improvement ;  and,  directing  one- 
sixteenth  of  a  grain  of  corrosive  sublimate  three  times  daily  in  an  infu- 
sion of  sarsaparilla,  instead  of  the  hyd.  pot.,  I  again  delayed  opening. 
On  my  next  visit  I  found  the  improvement  had  been  very  rapid — so 
mucli  so  that  I  could  but  regard  the  mercury  and  sars.  as  a  much  better 
medicine  for  the  case  than  the  hyd.  pot.  Under  this  course,  continuing 
the  two  iodine  ointments  alternately,  the  patient  within  a  few  weeks  en- 
tirely recovered.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  did  not  visit  him 
again,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  October  I  saw  him,  plump  and  hearty, 
although  he  had  then  been  married  several  weeks,  if  not  months. 

The  foregoing  is  all  the  treatment  of  consequence  resorted  to  in  the 
case  after  1  first  saw  the  patient.  Perhaps  a  laxative  pill,  or  so,  was 
given  now  and  then  ;  but  /  have  not  the  faculty  of  reporting  a  case, 
some  six  or  twelve  months  after  its  termination,  with  all  the  minutiae  as 
to  symptoms,  diagnosis,  prognosis  and  treatment,  and  this  too  under  par- 
ticular dates,  just  as  if  I  took  daily  notes  of  the  case,  when,  in  fact,  I  took 
no  notes  at  all.  I  recollect,  however,  that  more  of  the  iodide  of  lead 
ointment  was  used  than  of  the  common  iodine  ointment,  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  two  was,  probably,  about  four  ounces. 

Ashjield,  May,  1844.  Charles  Knowlton. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

A  Clinical  Lecture  of  Professor  Dunglison,  Fhiladelphia, 

The  Professor  first  presented  to  the  class  a  well-marked  case  of  typhoid 
fever,  by  which  to  illustrate  some  observations  which  he  desired  to  make 
upon  this  important  disease  before  the  close  of  the  session. 
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The  class,  he  said,  were  aware  that,  within  the  last  few  years,  a  divi- 
sion i)ad  been  made  in  what  was  before  regarded  as  typhus  fever,  into 
two  distinct  forms — typhus  and  typhoid,  based  upon  a  distinction  in  the 
pathological  lesions,  and  therefore  in  certain  of  the  morbid  phenomena. 
In  this  division,  the  celebrated  M.  Louis,  of  Paris,  had  particularly  dis- 
tinguished himself,  by  his  care  and  skill  in  investigating  and  presenting 
what  he  considered  to  be  the  distinguishing  traits  of  typhoid  as  compared 
with  other  fevers. 

This  distinction  (which  is  not,  however,  admitted  by  British  authorities 
in  general)  consists,  as  alleged  by  Louis,  in  the  absence,  in  true  typhus, 
of  any  intestinal  lesion  ;  whilst,  in  typhoid,  there  is  generally — some  say, 
universally — a  well-marked  affection  of  the  follicles  of  the  intestine,  and 
most  commonly  in  those  patches  of  Peyer  which  are  found  in  the  ileum, 
near  the  colon.  In  typhus,  petechiae  and  vibices,  or  livid  marks,  such  as 
would  be  produced  by  the  stroke  of  a  whip,  are  observed;  which,  being 
absent  in  typhoid,  are  usually  counterbalanced  by  the  occurrence,  after 
the  first  week,  of  tnches  rouges,  or  rose  spots,  resembling  flea-bites. 
These  disappear  on  pressure,  but  immediately  recur  on  its  removal. 

Meteorism  and  enlargement  of  the  spleen  are  also  said  to  be  usually 
present  in  the  typhoid  form.  Both,  however,  are  found  to  occur  fre- 
quently in  other  affections. 

These  divisions,  the  lecturer  thought,  are  not  proven  ;  and  instead, 
therefore,  of  adopting  the  views  of  those  who  regard  the  follicular  affec- 
tion as  the  primary  lesion,  and,  as  such,  productive  of  the  phenomena  ob- 
servable in  typhoid  fever,  he  would  rather  regard  it  as  an  accidental  dif- 
ference in  the  expression  of  adynamic  fever,  or  as  a  mere  variety  of  the 
same  disease  as  typhus.  Thus,  since  the  attention  of  the  pathologists  of 
Great  Britain  has  been  more  directed  to  the  diagnosis  of  the  typhoid  af- 
fection and  typhus,  it  has  been  frequently  discovered,  that  to  the  alleged 
pathognomonic  symptoms  of  typhus  have  been  added  the  intestinal  lesion, 
meteorism,  &,c.,  of  the  typhoid  affection.  The  Professor  alluded,  also, 
to  cases  occurring  in  this  country,  in  which  there  was  an  evident  mixture 
of  the  two.  From  all  his  own  observations,  and  reflections  based  on  the 
observations  of  others,  he  was  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  admit  typhoid  and 
typhus  to  be  two  distinct  diseases  ;  he  thought  that  both  are  forms  of  ady- 
namic fever,  presenting  different  phenomena  under  different  circumstances. 
In  this  country,  and  in  France,  the  intestinal  affection  is  generally 
present  ;  whilst  in  England,  it  would  appear  to  be  as  commonly  absent. 

Such  being  his  view,  the  principal  indication  in  the  treatment  would 
be,  to  combat  the  pathological  conditions  as  they  presented  themselves, 
and  support  the  system  until  the  malignant  influence  should  have  passed 
away  ;  taking  care  to  guard  against  hyperemia  of  internal  organs,  which 
constitutes  the  main  danger  of  febrile  diseases. 

In  the  case  now  presented  to  the  class — the  history  of  which  follows 
— certain  of  the  phenomena  of  true  typhoid,  as  delineated  by  Louis, 
Andral,  and  others,  are  as  well  marked,  perhaps,  as  they  ever  are  in  any 
single  case,  and  therefore  adapted  to  impress  the  characters  of  the  "  ty- 
phoid affection  "  the  more  strongly  upon  the  class. 


Dislocations  and  Fractures  of  the  Joints.  383 

Elizabeth  M ,  set.  27,  entered   the  wards  January  21.     Had  been 

attacked  by  a  chill,  which  was  followed  by  fever,  with  pain  in  the  head. 
Pulse  SO,  small  and  feeble  ;  respiration  nearly  natural  ;  tenderness  and 
gurgling  sound  on  pressure  in  right  iliac  fossa ;  slight  resonance  indicated 
by  percussing  the  abdomen  ;  slight  meteorism  ;  a  mercurial  fnetor  was 
observed,  without  any  mercury  having  been  administered  whilst  in  the 
Hospital.  Two  days  since,  presented  evidences  of  gastro-enteritis,  which 
have  gradually  disappeared.  At  this  time,  the  tongue  appears  slightly 
furred  in  the  centre  ;  skin  moist,  but  not  very  hot  ;  great  tenderness,  and 
gurgling  upon  pressure  in  the  right  iliac  fossa  ;  pulse  80,  small  and  fee- 
ble ;  meteorism  scarcely  at  all  marked  ;  taches  rouges  very  distinct  upon 
the  abdomen,  so  as  to  be  readily  seen  by  the  class. 

Was  first  treated  by  an  emeto-cathartic,  and  afterwards  by  mild  cathar- 
tics ;  the  indication  being  to  keep  the  intestinal  canal  clear,  but  by  no 
means  to  irritate  it  by  violent  purging.  For  this  purpose,  the  Professor 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  using  the  Oleum  Ricini,  in  teaspoonful  doses, 
which  he  has  generally  found  to  be  sufficient,  and  which  he  can  recom- 
mend, not  only  in  this,  but  in  all  other  cases  in  which  there  is  a  morbid 
condition  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  bowels,  and  a  similar  indication 
lias  to  be  answered.  Sponging  the  surface  with  tepid  or  cold  vinegar 
and  water  (the  latter  being  equally  effectual  when  used  alone),  will  be 
found  to  exert  a  favorable  relVigerant  influence,  whenever  the  skin  is 
steadily  hot  and  dry,  far  exceeding  any  of  the  reputed  diaphoretic  agents 
so  much  in  use.  The  Professor  would  trust  little,  in  these  cases,  to  the 
shop  of  the  apothecary.  He  would  keep  the  patient  free,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, from  all  disturbing  influences,  as  light,  noise,  &lc.  It  may  become 
necessary,  in  protracted  cases,  to  excite  a  new  action  in  the  system  by 
touching  the  mouth  with  mercury,  or  to  give,  as  it  were,  a  gentle  fillip  to 
the  intestinal  surface  by  means  of  some  agent,  as  the  Oleum  Terebinth., 
which  may  be  combined  with  the  Oleum  Ricini  with  good  effect.  Ex- 
ternal treatment  may  also  be  advisable,  as  cups,  or  other  counter-irri- 
tants, to  the  abdouien  :  supporting  the  system  in  the  latter  periods,  when 
necessary,  by  mild  excitants,  as  wine  whey,  &c.  he.  Under  this  simple 
treatment,  more  decided  benefit  will  often  be  experienced  than  from  any 
other  course.  Such  has  been  the  result  of  the  Professor's  experience, 
not  only  in  this,  but  in  the  bilious  remittent  fevers  of  the  country.  Such, 
too,  appears  to  be  the  result  in  the  case  at  present  under  consideration, 
which  bids  fair,  in  the  absence  of  any  serious  complication,  to  eventuate 
as  favorably  as  could  be  desired. — Medical  Examiner, 
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Dislocations  aiid  Fractures  of  the  Joints. — Under  the  patronage  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  the  celebrated  work  of  the  late  Sir  Astley 
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Cooper,  on  dislocations,  was  recently  published  in  this  city,  by  Mr.  T.  R. 
Marvin,  and  copies  distributed  lo  the  members.  At  a  distance,  it  may  ap- 
pear to  the  profession  that  the  work  was  prepared  for  those  only  who  hap- 
pen to  belong  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  Such  is  not  the  fact ;  the  edi- 
tion is  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  an  extensive  circle  of  purchas- 
ers ;  and  since  this  particular  edition  is  one  of  uncommon  merit,  having 
been  passed  through  the  press  under  the  careful  scrutiny  of  a  medical 
committee,  it  is  altogether  superior  to  any  other  one,  to  our  knowledge,  on 
sale  in  this  country.  If  there  is  confidence  to  be  placed  in  the  experience 
and  maxims  of  any  surgeon.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  has  an  unquestionable 
claim  to  this  confidence.  The  more  extensively  his  writings  are  studied, 
the  more  learned  and  successful  will  practitioners  become. 


Large  Profits  on  a  Small  Capital. — A  man  has  strewn  his  circulars 
over  the  city  and  neighboring  country  towns,  in  which  he  announces 
Mesmeric  examinations.  He  "  begs  to  state  that  his  subject  is  able  to 
make  accurate  and  critical  examinations  at  all  times,  without  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  weather.  He  makes  this  announcement  because  many  sub- 
jects are  unable  to  examine  patients  in  rainy  or  cloudy  weather,  and  per- 
sons from  the  country  are  frequently  obliged  to  tarry  in  the  city  several 
days  on  expense."  They  will  be  on  expense  if  they  become  the  dupes  of 
these  speculators  in  human  credulity,  by  staying  half  an  hour. 

We  have  frequently  had  occasion  to  allude  to  the  fact  that  Boston 
abounds  with  all  orders  of  quacks.  And  it  is  surprising  how  well  they 
succeed  in  business.  But  the  resident  inhabitants  are  not  the  patrons  of 
this  hungry  pack  of  knaves,  to  the  extent  that  might  be  at  first  supposed. 
The  country  people,  influenced  by  the  mightiness  of  their  all-promising 
advertisements,  flock  to  their  doors  in  crowds,  and  thus  permit  themselves 
to  be  enormously  imposed  upon  for  the  support  of  men  and  women  who 
would  not  be  admitted  into  decent  society.  Here  we  have  eminent  female 
physicians,  who  have  no  more  knowledge  of  diseases  than  they  have  of 
the  quadrature  of  the  circle,  yet  they  are  in  the  receipt  of  an  income, 
for  a  moiety  of  which,  some  forty  half-starved  physicians,  of  high  intellect- 
ual attainments,  would  be  thankful. 

But  the  Mesmeric  exploration  into  the  chest  and  abdomen,  is  alto- 
gether a  new  kink,  and  takes  wonderfully  well  of  late.  The  number  of 
adventurers  is  rapidly  multiplying,  so  that  to  get  a  share  of  business, 
every  new  debutant  who  enters  tl)e  field  must  see  a  little  more  and  a  good 
deal  farther  than  his  neighbor  who  pursues  the  same  system  of  iniquity. 
By  this  simple  modification  of  the  original  principle  of  deception,  the 
whole  community  is  accommodated  according  to  the  measure  of  their  indi- 
vidual  credulity  and    the   length   of  their  purses.     A  patient  waits  upon 

one   of  these   Mesmerizing  doctors,  who   manipulates   Miss  into  a 

profound  slumber,  which  is  accomplished  so  very  quickly,  if  both  parties 
happen  to  be  in  haste,  as  sometimes  to  lead  a  pretty  stupid  invalid  to  sus- 
pect some  trickery  in  the  matter.  However,  with  both  eyes  closed,  she 
forthwith  begins  to  describe,  for  example,  ulcers  on  the  kidneys,  red  spots 
on  the  liver,  blood  in  the  brain,  water  in  the  bowels,  strings  in  the  heart, 
and  so  on,  till  the  poor  sap-head,  alarmed  and  thunderstruck  at  the  clair- 
voyant  development,  cries  out,  enough  !  pays  the  fee,  and  returns  home 
by  the  next  train  of  cars,  to  brood  over  these  important  discoveries,  which 
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had  eluded  the  skill   of  a  very  respectable   physician,  in  whom,  till  now, 
he  had  had  perfect  confidence. 

This  is  by  no  means  an  exaggerated  illustration  of  the  Mesmeric  ex- 
ploration  mayiia  that  is  now  rife  in  the  city  of  Boston.  Of  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  persons  engaged  in  this  shameful  system  of  sponging,  which, 
by  the  way,  may  be  an  indictable  offence,  those  who  stand  in  the  rela- 
tion of  spectators  cannot  be  indifferent  judges.  It  is  humiliating,  in  this 
age  of  the  world,  when  the  sun  of  knowledge  shines  with  increasing 
splendor,  that  such  individuals  should  be  permitted  to  traffic  so  largely  in 
human  health  and  human  happiness,  unrestrained  by  the  arm  of  the  law. 


New  System  of  Organic  Chemistry .—M..  Gehradt,  a  professor  at  Mont- 
pelier,  in  France,  is  said  to  have  produced  a  new  work  on  organic  che- 
mistry. He  translated  Liebig's  treatise  ;  but  in  the  course  of  his  labor 
becaniie  convinced  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  theory  of  organic  radicals 
adopted  by  his  author,  and  at  once,  therefore,  entered  upon  the  composi- 
tion of  an  entirely  new  work,  in  which  equivalents  are  introduced,  wholly 
unknown  to  other  writers.  M.  Gehradt  attempts  classing  organic  sub- 
stances into  families.  From  the  little  that  can  be  gathered  in  relation  to 
the  subject,  it  is  apparent  that  some  of  the  French  philosophers  are  look- 
ing with  no  ordinary  expectations  in  regard  to  ihe  impression  this  new 
book  will  make  in  the  scientific  world.  The  fact  is,  however.  Dr.  Liebig 
took  them  all  by  surprise,  and  they  are  endeavoring  to  check  his  onward 
career  to  fame. 

Transylvania  Medical  School. — In  the  Boston  Courier  there  was  an 
article  last  week,  taken  from  the  Louisville  Journal,  stating  that  Drs. 
Cross,  Mitchell  and  Richardson,  are  said  to  be  making  war  upon  Drs. 
Dudley,  Bush,  &c.  All  this  may  be  true,  for  aught  we  know  to  the  con- 
trary, yet  it  really  appears  very  strange  that  such  agreeable  men,  after 
having  been  associated  many  years,  could  suddenly  fall  to  loggerheads. 
Dr.  Dudley  has  a  reputation  that  secures  him  against  the  assaults  of  a 
brigade  of  assailants  ;  and  a  fortune  sufficiently  ample  to  provide  for  two 
generations  of  lineal  descendants,  should  he  never  see  another  school  of 
medicine.  When  the  old  Transylvania  institution  dies ,  many  will  de- 
plore its  death. 

Montreal  Medical  Gazette. — Recently,  soon  after  the  publication  of 
the  second  No.,  we  were  presented  with  specimens  of  the  Montreal  Medi- 
cal Gazette.  It  is  published  monthly  by  Messrs.  Lovell  &  Gibson,  and 
confided  to  the  editorial  guidance  of  Francis  Badgley,  M.D.,  and  William 
Sutherland,  M.D.,  both  residents  of  that  city.  Dr.  Badgley,  whom  we 
have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  personally,  is  a  man  of  distinguished  pro- 
fessional attainments,  with  zeal  and  enterprise  to  meet  all  contingencies, 
till  the  Gazette  is  fairly  established  on  a  substantial  foundation.  His 
associate  has  a  reputation  for  qualities  equally  necessary  and  available  in 
commencing  a  scientific  periodical.  There  are  practitioners  enough  in 
the  British  North  American  possessions  to  sustain  the  Journal  triumph- 
antly ;  and  if  they  do  not  do  it,  they  will  certainly  excite  the  surprise  of 
their  neighbors  in   the   States.     The  medical  staff  of  the  different  regi- 
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ments  quartered  at  Halifax,  Quebec,  Kingston,  Toronto,  &c.,  are  abundantly 
able  to  render  important  assistance,  as  well  as  patronage.  There  is  one 
feature  in  the  new  Journal  that  strikes  us  favorably.  It  is  that  the 
French  practitioners  report  in  French,  and  the  English  in  their  vernacular, 
and  thus  both  are  accommodated.  In  Lower  Canada,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  physicians  cannot  speak  the  English  language  at  all.  A  Journal, 
therefore,  from  which  articles  in  French  were  excluded,  would  be  of  no 
kind  of  use  to  many  gentlemen  of  very  eminent  medical  attainments. 
We  confess  ourselves  warmly  interested  in  the  future  success  and  stability 
of  the  Medical  Journal  of  Montreal. 


Extirpation  of  Ovarian  Tumors. — By  an  extract  from  the  Medico-Chi- 
rurgical  Review,  copied  into  this  Journal  last  week,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  new  method  of  removing  dropsical  ovaria  is  not  approved  of  by  all 
the  European  surgeons.  The  editor  of  the  London  Lancet  has  likewise 
written  strongly  against  the  general  adoption  of  the  operation.  The 
following  extract  from  the  London  Medical  Times  presents  a  more  favor- 
able view  of  the  subject. — "  Clay,  Walne,  and  F.  Bird,  have  excised  ova- 
rian tumors  more  frequently  than  any  other  English  surgeons  we  know 
of,  all  of  them  with  much  success.  Another  eminent  surgeon,  Mr.  Benj. 
Phillips,  surgeon  to  the  Westminster  Hospital,  has  also  performed  this 
operation,  we  believe  with  great  skill  and  success.  In  fact,  it  is  now  a 
received  improvement,  and  few  of  our  best  surgeons  would  hesitate  about 
its  adoption  in  circumstances  offering  v/hat  we  would  call  an  appropriate 
casus  belli." 


Impetigo.  By  W.  Hughes  Willshire,  M.D.,  M.B.S. — When  occur- 
ring in  infants,  during  the  first  dentition,  Erichsen,  Plenck,  Granville, 
Biliard,  Bielt,  and  others,  doubt  the  propriety  of  interfering,  and  driving 
in  the  eruption  suddenly.  According  to  Erichsen,  in  the  acute  stage  in 
older  persons,  all  specific  remedies  are  perfectly  useless.  In  the  more 
chronic  stages,  Erichsen  has  found  a  lotion  of  the  sulphuret  of  potash, 
with  sulph-uous  waters  taken  internally,  the  best  mode  of  treatment. 
Cazenave  and  Schedal,  although  advising  a  lotion  of  sulphuret  of  potash, 
carbonate  of  potash  or  soda,  and  water,  state  that  the  preparations  of  sul- 
phur have  been  too  generally  recommended,  and  that  their  indiscriminate 
employment,  especially  in  the  earlier  stages,  is  often  decidedly  injurious. 
In  some  instances,  Erichsen  uses  an  ointment  of  the  nitrate  of  mercury, 
or  else  of  the  peroxide  ;  and  if  the  itching  is  very  troublesome,  a  lotion  of 
the  oxide  of  zinc,  with  a  little  prussic  acid,  is  advisable. 

Rayer  approves  of  sulphurous  lotions,  and  ointments  of  the  nitrate  of 
mercury  ;  and  Dr.  Thomson  has  seen  the  best  results  froin  the  use  of  the 
latter.  A  combination  of  the  acetate  of  lead  and  prussic  acid,  or  the  ap- 
plication of  blisters  to  the  part,  have  also  been  recommended.  The  in- 
ternal remedies  of  late  spoken  well  of,  are  :  arsenic,  sulphur,  nitric  acid 
and  the  bichloride  of  mercury. — Ibid. 


Alcoholic  Odor  defected  in  Serous  Effusion  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain. 
By  L.  Bradley,  M.D..  of  Elgin,  Kane  Co.,  111.— On  the  6th  of  February 
last,  Drs.  J.  and  E.  Tift,  of  this  village,  with  myself,  were  summoned 
before  a  coroner's  inquest,  holden  upon  the  body  of  Samuel  Page,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  body,  and  giving  testimony  in  the  case.     It  ap- 
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peared,  from  the  evidence  before  the  jury,  that  the  deceased  was  found 
about  two  miles  from  this  village,  in  his  wagon,  wiih  his  feet  hanging 
over  the  fore  board,  his  body  resting  upon  a  bag  of  grain,  and  his  head 
upon  the  bottom  of  the  wagon.  He  was  totally  insensible,  as  if  in  deep 
and  heavy  sleep  ;  his  breath  was  stertorous  and  difficult.  He  was  taken 
to  a  neighboring  dwelling,  where  he  expired  in  about  ten  minutes.  He 
had,  a  short  time  previously,  left  a  "  grocery"  in  this  place,  where  he  had 
been  drinking  freely  ;  had  been  on  a  journey  for  some  days,  on  his  way 
to  Iowa,  and  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  two  or  three  times  a  day 
on  the  road,  but  was  not  an  habitual  drunkard.  He  left  the  "grocery" 
partially  intoxicated,  without  mittens,  or  any  olher  extra  over-clothes, 
though  the  weather  was  somewhat  below  freezing  point.  He  was  a 
hardy,  rugged  man,  plethoric  and  robust,  with  ample  chest  and  a  thick 
short  neck. 

Inspection. — Upon  opening  the  cranium,  about  six  hours  after  death, 
dark-fluid  blood  poured  rapidly  from  the  sinuses,  to  the  amount  of 
eight  or  ten  ounces.  The  brain  exhibited  excessive  vascular  turgescence ; 
in  the  corpora  striata,  a  small  amount  of  sanguineous  extravasation  was 
detected,  and  in  the  lateral  ventricles,  some  serous  effusion.  The  medical 
witnesses  agreed  in  expressing  their  opinion,  that  the  deceased  died  of 
apoplexy,  caused  by  an  intemperate  use  of  stimulating  liquor,  and  expo- 
sure to  cold,  superadded  to  a  strong  predisposition  of  the  system  to  that 
disorder.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  was,  "death  by  apoplexy  caused  by 
intemperance." 

The  circumstance,  and,  indeed,  the  only  one,  that  T  thought  rendered 
this  case  worthy  of  particular  note,  was  the  fact,  that  the  effused  fluid 
found  in  the  ventricles,  yielded  strongly  the  alcoholic  odor ;  this  was  so 
apparent  that  it  was  readily  recognized  by  every  member  of  the  jury. 
Thus,  we  have  a  fact,  corroborating  others  which  have  been  reported, 
proving  satisfactorily  that,  in  some  way,  alcohol  in  substance  does  find  its 
way  to  the  brain. — Illinois  Medical  and  SurgicalJoiirnal. 


Centre  District  Medical  Society,  N.  H. — On  Wednesday,  May  1st,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  as  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  : — Ezra 
Carter,  M.D.,  Concord, Presidoit  ;  Jesse  Merrill,  M.D.,  Franklin,  Vice  Pre- 
sident;  E.  K.  W,ebster,  M.D.,  Boscawen,  Secretary  ;  Warren  E.  Chase, 
M.D.,  Boscawen, "Wm.  D.  Buck,  M.D..  Concord,  James  A.  Tilton,  M.D., 
Chichester,  Counsellors  ;  M.  T.  Willard,  M.D.,  Concord,  Tre^-  rer ; 
C.  P.  Gage,  M.D.,  Concord,  Librarian;  Drs.  Carter  and  Chase,  Library 
Committee  ;  Benjamin  H.  Tripp,  M.D.,  Concord,  was  elected  an  associate. 

Dissertations  were  read  by  Dr.  H.  Gage,  of  E.  Weare,  upon  "  Alter- 
ants." and  by  Dr.  C.  T.  Berry,  of  Pittsfield,  upon  "  Tke  Influence  of  Mind 
upon  Disease." 

To  CoRP.ESPONDF.NTs. — A  paper  from  Dr.  Slack  has  been  received,  and  will  be 
reserved  till  another,  on  the  same  subject,  already  acknowledged  in  the  Journal, 
has  been  disposed  of. 

Married, — At  Morris,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Samuel  Galentine  to  Miss  Anna  MaryAlden, 
both  of  Nunda  Valley. 

Number  ofdeaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  June  8,  26. — Males,  J2 ;  Females,  14.    Stillborn,  8. 

Of  consumption,  2 — fits,  2 — dropsy,  2 — wounds,  1 — teething,  2 — liver  complaint,  1 — syphilis,  1 — 
erysipelas,  1 — scarlet  fever,  3 — dropsy  in  the  brain,  4 — lung  fever,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — 
palsy,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — intemperance,  1 — throat  distemper,  1 — typhus  fever,  ]. 

Under  5  years,  J2— between  5  and  20  years,  1— between  20  and  60  years,  11 — over  60  years,  2. 
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Sponge  in  the  Stomach. — Dr.  Chowne  narrated,  at  a  meetinc:  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  London,  the  case  of  an  infant,  three  months  and  a 
half  old,  who,  while  being  fed  from  a  bottle,  the  artificial  nipple  of  which 
was  formed  by  the  end  of  a  glove,  in  which  a  piece  of  sponge  was  en- 
closed, suddenly  appeared  to  choke,  and  became  very  red  in  the  face. 
These  symptoms  passed  off,  and  the  child  continued  to  feed.  The  bottle 
was  afterwards  examined,  and  the  sponge  being  missed,  the  mother  at 
once  conjectured  that  the  child  had  swallowed  it,  and  a  medical  man  was 
called  in,  who  ordered  half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil  to  be  taken  immedi- 
ately. No  pain  or  inconvenience  resulted,  and  thebit  of  sponge  uhimately 
passed  per  anum.  Dr.  Chowne  mentioned  the  case  on  account  of  the 
popular  belief  that  sponge,  cork,  &c.,  when  taken  into  the  stomach,  caused 
fatal  results,  not  by  poisoning,  as  it  did  not  appear  to  possess  any  poison- 
ous properties,  but  by  the  mechanical  irritation  or  obstruction  it  produced. 
Cases  of  death  caused  by  swallowed  pieces  of  cork  are  not  at  all  frequent, 
but  one  has  been  mentioned  of  a  good-sized  dog  that  died  from  swallow- 
ing half  a  wine-cork.  The  action  of  sponge  in  the  stomach  is  not  known. 
Ii  is  supposed,  popularly,  to  be  injurious,  from  its  being  indigestible,  and 
liable  to  swell  :  it  is  regarded,  professionally,  as  a  mechanical  irritant. 
Dr.  Chowne  then  referred  to  two  cases  recorded  by  Mr.  Rickwood,  in  the 
Veterinarian,  of  sponges  swallowed  by  horses.  In  the  first,  after  the 
liberal  use  of  aloes  and  calomel,  for  nine  or  ten  days,  the  animal  did ' 
well,  without  having  passed  the  sponge  per  anum  :  in  the  other,  the 
period  when  the  sponge  was  swallowed  was  not  known  ;  the  horse  was 
only  known  to  have  done  so,  from  its  passing  the  sponge  in  a  foetid  state 
bv  the  bowels.  The  first  horse  was  not  watched  after  the  tenth  day. 
These  two  cases.  Dr.  Chowne  observed,  were  in  opposition  to  each  other 
as  to  the  digestibility  of  sponge,  a  process  which,  he  remarked,  might  be 
aided  in  the  horse,  from  the  fact  that  the  bowels  also  participate  in  the 
performance  of  that  function. — London  Medical  Times. 


On  the  Frequency  of  Cancer. — Dr.  Tanchon  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Parisian  Academy  of  Sciences,  containing  the  following  remarks  on  this 
disease.  From  statistical  tables  it  would  appear  that  the  number  of  can- 
cers augments  annually  ;  in  England,  Mr.  Farre  indicates  2448  in  1838, 
and  2691  in  1839  ;  at  Berlin  a  similar  remark;  on  the  registers  for  the 
deaths  in  the  department  of  the  Seine,  1830 — 668  were  produced  by 
cancer,  or  1.96  per  cent.  ;  and,  in  1840,  there  were  889,  or  2.40  per  cent. 
The  cause  of  this  disease  seems  to  be  aggravated  by  civilization  ;  for  it 
is  more  frequent  in  populous  cities  than  in  the  country  ;  thus,  in  Paris 
there  are  2.54  deaths  per  cent.,  and  only  1.63  in  the  country.  Of  9118 
deaths  caused  by  cancer,  there  were,  in  France,  6967  women,  and  2161 
men;  and,  in  England,  on  5139  deaths,  3?59  women,  and  1220  men. 
The  age  in  which  it  appeared  was  from  40  to  70.  In  the  female 
the  breast,  and  in  the  male  the  stomach,  is  mostly  the  seat.  As  to  the 
treatment:  surgeons  operate,  though  they  admit  that  extirpation  does  not 
cure,  and  that  the  disease  frequently  reappears  and  ultimately  carries  off 
the  patient  ;  should  they,  however,  not  operate,  from  the  refusal  of  the  suf- 
ferer, or  any  other  cause,  they  leave  the  disease  to  nature,  saying  that 
there  is  nothing  to  be  done.  From  these  remarks  and  his  experience,  the 
author  concludes  that  extirpation  ought  never  to  be  had  recourse  to,  but 
when  all  other  means  have  failed. — Uid. 
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A     CASE     OF     HEPATIC     ABSCESS,    WHICH    DISCHARGED    PUS    AT 

THREE   POINTS. 

E7  Andrew  R.  Eilpatrick,    M.D.,  of  Woodville,  Miss, 

In  looking  over  the  medical  literature  of  the  day,  one  is  struck  by  the 
number  of  cases  of  strange  or  wonderful  disease — of  recovery  from 
wounds  apparently  immedicable,  or  diseases  of  the  most  hopeless  charac- 
ter— and  a  doubt  may  sometimes  arise  whether  such  things  can  be  so. 
But  the  physician  of  extensive  experience  or  reading  has  been  taught 
that,  in  our  profession,  "  Truth  is  strange — stranger  than  fiction." 

The  following  case,  if  I  ani  not  mistaken,  will  be  considered  remarka- 
ble. If  there  is  another  on  record  precisely  like  it,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  find  the  history  of  it,  and  I  have  looked  diligently  throui^h  all  the 
medical  books  witiiin  my  reach.  It  occurred  in  the  Grand  Prairie,  St. 
Landry  Parish,  Louisiana,  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  James  JM.  IMurph,  of 
Washington,  near  Opelousas. 

Stephen  Bundick,  aged  33  years,  large  and  well  formed,  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  health  generally  good,  but  occasionally  interrupted  by  attacks  of  in- 
termittent fever,  and  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  which  latter  symptom 
was  increased  by  hard  labor.  On  the  23d  of  February,  1843,  he  was 
attacked  by  severe  pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  which  yielded  to  vene- 
section and  cathaitic  medicine.  The  pain  returned  next  day  with  its 
former  violence  ;  the  same  remedial  agents  were  again  employed,  but  the 
bleeding  was  not  canied  to  a  sufficient  extent,  as  the  pain  was  only 
slightly  moflerated,  and  continued,  in  spite  of  (vee  catharsis,  up  to  the 
morning  of  the  3d  of  March,  when  the  pain  suddenly  diminished,  leaving 
a  dull,  heavy  pain,  as  he  styled  it.  This  was  regarded  as  a  favorable 
crisis,  and  he  and  his  family  looked  with  hope  to  a  speedy  restoration  of 
health.  The  scene,  however,  soon  changed  ;  his  extremities  became 
cold,  and  a  clammy  perspiration  bedewed  his  body.  By  employing  siimu- 
Jants  and  rubefacients  a  slight  degree  of  warmth  was  restored,  but  he  still 
continued  to  sink,  becoming  partially  comatose,  with  difficult,  laborious 
respiration  ;  and  in  the  afternoon  what  was  regarded  as  the  ominous 
deaih-rattle  added  to  the  other  symptoms  its  unwelcome  sound.  It  was 
at  this  late  stage  of  the  case  that  Dr.  Murph  was  called  in.  The  hands 
and  feet  of  the  patient  were  very  cold  ;  eyes,  though  dull,  still  indicated 
consciousness  and  apprehension,  as  he  gazed  in  his  physician's  counte- 
20 
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nance.  Pulse  small,  soft,  and  tiireadlike,  so  much  so  as  to  be  scarcely 
perceptible  ;  tongue  moist,  clean  at  the  tip  and  edges,  brown  and  fissured 
in  the  centre  and  at  the  base ;  dull  pain  in  the  right  side ;  slight  tender- 
ness in  the  epigastrium  ;  spleen  and  liver  both  considerably  enlarged; 
intestines  had  been  emptied  by  free  purgation.  Siiniulants  were  now 
given  freely,  and  frictions  and  mustard  sinapisms  api)!ied  to  the  extremi- 
ties, followed  by  vesicatories.  Scarified  cups  to  right  side  of  thorax,  after 
which,  ung.  tart.  ant.  was  rubbed  on  the  scarified  places,  and  a  large 
vesicatory  was  applied  to  right  hypochondrium.  He  was  revived  by  the 
stimulants,  and  by  turning  him  on  the  right  side  the  mucus  was  dis- 
lodged from  the  trachea,  and  his  respiration  became  more  easy.  Left 
powders  of  submur.  hydrarg.,  sulph.  quinine  and  gum  camphor,  to  be 
administered  every  three  hours,  and  assisted,  if  necessary,  by  enema. 

March  4th.  Pulse  fuller;  skin  more  natural  in  warmth  and  color ; 
blisters  drew  well ;  expectoration  more  easy  and  free  ;  medicine  acted 
rather  too  much.  Continued  same  powders,  with  the  addition  of  morphia. 

5th,  6th  and  7tli. — Visited  him  regularly,  and  his  amendment  was  pro- 
gressive and  marked.  Pustules  from  ung.  tart.  ant. ;  blistered  surfaces 
secreting  and  bowels  soluble;  appetite  returning.  There  is  still  a  disin- 
clination to  lying  on  the  left  side,  and  occasionally  an  obtuse  pain  in 
right  side.  Giving  general  directions,  visits  were  discontinued.  Saw 
him  again  on  the  27th  March,  at  which  time  he  was  expectorating  pus 
freely  ;  stated  that  he  had  discharged  an  immense  quantity  of  purulent 
matter  by  vomiting.  Troubled  with  copious  night  sweats,  preceded  by 
slight  febrile  exacerbation.  In  three  weeks  more  he  was  again  working 
at  his  trade.     The  disease,  however,  was  not  eradicated. 

On  the  27th  May  medical  assistance  was  again  demanded,  when  he 
was  found  in  a  worse  condition  than  before  ;  very  feeble  and  emaciated, 
with  the  liver  so  much  enlarged  as  to  fill  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  abdo- 
men, obstructing,  materially,  the  operation  of  the  medicine-  There  was 
a  painful  tumor  above  the  umbilicus,  and  one  below,  to  the  right  side,  or 
in  the  right  lumbar  region,  both  of  which  indicated  the  incipient  forma- 
tion of  abscesses.  In  spite  of  a  rigid  antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  every 
effort  to  arrest  the  formation  of  pus,  it  was  evident  on  the  first  of  June, 
three  days  after,  that  this  had  taken  place.  Next  day,  upon  examining 
the  alvine  dejections,  it  was  discovered  that  they  consisted  almost  exclu- 
sively of  green  pus.  Tlie  points  of  the  tumors  were  sunk,  flaccid,  and 
without  any  fluctuation.  In  a  few  days  the  tumors,  or  abscesses,  were 
again  full  and  doughy.  At  the  solicitation  of  the  family,  and  by  the  ad- 
vice of  Dr.  Tatman,  and  my  friend,  Dr.  George  Hill,  of  Opelousas, 
an  opening  was  made  through  the  abdominal  parietes,  and  a  quantity  of 
foetid  gas  rushed  out,  allowing  the  abdomen  to  sink  down  into  a  flaccid 
condition.  In  a  few  days  pus  was  discharged  at  the  incision  in  consid- 
erable quantities;  the  orifice  had  no  disposition  to  close,  although  the  lips 
were  brought  in  apposition  by  adhesive  st'-aps.  Although  he  discharged 
pus  by  expectoration  and  per  anum,  yet  this  was  the  greatest  outlet,  and 
in  the  course  of  two  weeks  the  matter  ceased  entirely  to  pass  by  either  of 
the  openings,  notwithstanding   his  body  was   placed   in  several  different 
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postures.  The  quantity  of  pus  at  this  time  was  small  ;  the  0})ening -was 
heakliy,  and  there  was  such  a  favorable  general  condition  of  the  patient, 
that  hopes  were  entertained  of  a  final  recovery.  At  this  stage  of  the 
case  his  attendant,  Dr.  IMurph,  was  taken  very  ill,  and  saw  him  no  more. 

From  exposure,  imprudence  and  neglect,  as  I  am  credibly  informed 
by  Dr.  Tatman,  and  also  the  too  free  use  of  mercury,  after  the  illness  of 
his  physician,  a  deplorable  condition  was  brought  on.  Severe  salivation, 
gangrene  of  the  external  orifice,  general  prostration,  and  wreck  of  the 
whole  system  supervened,  and  he  died  about  tlie  last  of  July,  1843,  in 
a  most  loathsome  condition.  Dr.  T.  was  called  to  see  him,  but  it  was 
loo  late — he  was  moribund  when  he  saw  him.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to 
say,  that  owing  to  the  peculiarly  unpleasant  situation  of  the  cadaver,  and 
tiie  great  press  of  other  cases,  there  was  not  a  post-mortem  examination. 
And,  in  fact,  in  this  particular  the  physicians  of  the  South  and  West 
are  culpably  negligent  in  prosecuting  these  examinations.  1  hope,  how- 
ever, that  a  change  is  taking  place,  both  in  the  medical  gentlemen  and 
the  community,  as  regards  autopsies. 

On  reviewing  this  remarkable  case,  there  are  many  thoughts  suggested 
to  the  mind,  and  many  points  of  inquiry.  Is  it  likely  that  he  would 
have  recovered  from  the  first  severe  attack,  if  medical  assistance  iiad  not 
been  employed?  My  own  impression  is  that  he  would  not.  The  reme- 
dies employed  to  revive  him,  and  the  great  mental  adjuvant,  of  faith  in 
his  physician,  brought  him  through. 

It  is  singular  that  an  inflammation  of  the  liver  should  have  occurred 
at  that  season  of  the  year,  and  more  especially  of  last  year,  when  the 
winter  was  so  very  cold  and  protracted.  Is  it  likely  that  there  was  a 
slow,  chronic  lesion  transpiring  in  that  organ,  the  cause  of  the  pain  in  the 
right  hypochondriutn,  which  was  increased  by  hard  labor? 

I  am  of  opinion  that  there  were,  in  truth,  four  different  points  of  exit 
to  the  pus;  for  on  the  27th  March  he  was  found  expectorating  pus,  and 
had  vomited  a  great  quantity  ;  here,  then,  were  two.  Subsequently  he 
discharged  green  pus  per  anum,  and  then  the  external  opening  was  made. 
It  may  be  contended  that  the  pus  which  was  discharged  by  vomiting  and 
per  anum  entered  the  alimentary  canal  at  the  same  point.  If  it  entered 
the  stomach  or  duodenum,  it  could  scarcely  have  passed  the  entire  length 
of  the  intestinal  tube  in  such  an  unmixed  and  pure  condition  as  it  was 
found  to  be;  and  if  it  entered  at  any  point  below  the  duodenum,  could  it 
have  been  discharged  by  emesis  ?  My  opinion  is,  that  it  was  discharged 
into  the  stomach,  and  also  into  the  colon. 

A  case  somewhat  similar,  except  that  it  was  more  rapid  in  its  progress, 
is  to  be  found  in  Dr.  James  Johnson's  treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Tropi- 
cal Climates.  On  post-obit  search,  he  says,  "  the  liver  was  found  one 
entire  mass  of  suppuration  and  disease.  1  passed  my  hand  from  it  into 
the  stomach,  to  which  it  adhered,  and  through  which  an  abscess  had 
burst.  Another  adhesion  had  formed  between  the  liver  and  the  transverse 
arch  of  the  colon,  through  which  was  an  exit  also  for  the  matter." 

A  similar  case,  with  a  better  result,  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr. 
Colledge,  at  Macao,  China,  recorded  in   Dr.  Bell's  Eclectic  Journal  of 
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Medicine,  for  Jnniiaiy,  1839.  He  first  discharged  the  pus  through  the 
colon  downwards,  and  afterwards  through  the  lungs.  He  finally  re- 
covered. 

I  an)  inclined  to  think  that  Mr.  Bundick  would  have  recovered,  if 
proper  professional  aid  had  been  rendered  after  his  first  medical  attendant 
was  taken  sick.  The  case  should  teach  us  never  to  despair,  but  under 
circumstances  the  iDOst  unpromising  to  ply  our  measures  to  the  last.  Few 
cases  can  occur  where  less  is  promised  than  was  aflfbrded  by  this  at  one 
time,  and  vet  the  recovery  was  so  far  completed,  that  the  patient  was 
able  to  resLJme  his  laborious  trade.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  he 
did  not  receive  in  his  relapse  the  same  judicious  treatment  which  attended 
his  first  illness.  The  omission  of  the  autopsy  is  one  which  I  also  very 
much  regret, —  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


RANULA— ABSCESS  OF   THE   PAROTID   GLAND. 

From  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie's  Lectures  at  St.  George's  Hospital. 

1  SHALL  take  this  opportunity  of  speaking  to  you  of  another  disease 
which  corresponds  to  the  one  I  have  just  mentioned.  It  occurs  under 
the  tongue,  and  it  is  principally  among  the  out-patients  that  you  will  meet 
with  it.  It  is  called  "  ranula.*'  If  you  lift  up  the  tongue  you  will  find  a 
tumor  as  large  as  a  horse  bean,  and  this  soon  becomes  larger  ;  examine  it 
with  your  fingers,  and  you  will  find  it  contains  fluid  ;  these  tutnors  pro- 
duce very  considerable  inconvenience.  Well,  you  puncture  it  with  your 
lancet  ;  out  comes  half  an  ounce  of  fluid,  and  your  patient  immediately 
tells  you  he  is  well,  and  can  move  his  tongue  again  as  freely  as  ever  ;  he 
is  well  perhaps  for  a  week,  but  by-and-by  the  tumor  returns,  and  becomes 
to  you  again  ;  but  why  does  he  return  ?  because  the  opening  has  closed, 
and  the  fluid  collects  again  of  course.  What  is  this  tumor?  It  appears 
to  be  in  the  duct  of  the  subn^axillary  gland.  The  orifice  is  stopped  up, 
but  the  gland  goes  on  secreting  ;  the  secretion  is  lodged  in  the  duct,  which 
gradually  dilates  so  as  to  form  a  bag,  just  as  when  an  impediment  occurs 
to  the  flow  of  urine  down  the  ureter,  it  will  dilate  to  the  size  of  the  small 
intestine.  1  have  seen  the  urethra  dilate  in  the  same  way,  making  a 
large  membranous  pouch  in  the  perineum.  You  cannot  apply  the  same 
remedy  here  as  in  the  labial  glands,  because  extirpating  this  tumor  would 
be  woree  than  doing  nothing  at  all.  From  the  number  of  small  glands 
in  the  lip  you  can  extirpate  one  with  impunity,  but  not  so  with  the  sub- 
maxillary gland.  What  you  have  to  do  here  is  to  make  a  pern»anent 
opening  in  the  duct  ;  this  I  have  done  by  making  a  small  incision,  then 
introducing  the  forceps  and  cutting  out  a  circular  piece.  At  other  times 
I  have  run  a  seton  through  and  left  it  there.  I  iiave  also  had  a  metallic 
or  wire  ring  made,  and  kept  it  open  in  this  way  ;  at  other  times  I  have 
destroyed  a  portion  with  the  caustic  potash.  But  there  is  not  one  of 
these  methods  which  has  not  disappointed  me  ;  I  have  even  removed 
half  the  bag  ;  it  has  taken  a  long  time  to  close,  and  I  thoufihi  I  had  ef- 
fected a  cure ;  but  in  three  or  four  months  it  lias  closed  and  the  tumor 
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has  returned.  I  have  run  a  seton  through,  composed  of  several  silk 
threads;  then  I  have  fastened  them  to  the  cheek  with  sticking  plaster, 
and  the  saliva  has  run  out  by  them  ;  I  have  made  the  f)atient  wear  this 
several  days,  but  on  its  removal  the  part  closes.  The  best  way  seems  to 
be  letting  the  seton  ulcerate  out,  and  then  there  is  a  chance  of  its  re- 
maining fistulous.  There  is  this  advantage  in  employing  a  metallic 
wire  for  your  seton,  viz.,  that  it  does  not  irritate  so  much  as  silk,  and  it  is 
said  there  is  more  chance  of  the  opening  remaining  pervious.  After  all, 
I  think  the  best  way  is  to  allow  a  seton  to  remain  in  a  few  days,  then  re- 
move it,  and  teach  the  patient  to  introduce  a  probe  daily  ;  this  he  will 
soon  learn  to  do  if  he  is  an  intelligent  person  ;  this  will  act  precisely  as 
in  stricture  of  the  urethra,  where  the  patient  is  taught  to  pass  a  bougie. 
It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that  I  never  saw  the  duct  of  the  parotid 
gland  so  affected,  and  I  suppose  this  to  arise  from  its  great  width.  I 
have  seen  fistulous  openings  and  the  saliva  escaping  externally  ;  but  this 
is  widely  different  from  the  affection  of  the  submaxillary  gland,  of  which 
we  have  been  speaking. 

Now  that  we  are  upon  this  subject,  I  shall  make  some  remarks  on  ab- 
scesses of  the  parotid  gland.  These  sometimes,  after  a  very  short  time,  heal 
readily  ;  but  at  other  times  they  will  not,  in  consequence  of  the  continued 
escape  of  the  saliva  externally.  At  a  meal  this  occurs  in  great  quantity, 
and,  of  course,  produces  very  great  inconvenience.  Some  have  said  that 
half  a  teacupful  may  flow  out  on  these  occasions,  but  this  is  evidently  an 
exaggeration.  The  cure  of  this  affection  is  performed  without  trouble. 
The  abscess  will  go  on  healing  till  it  leaves  a  very  small  opening;  this 
you  are  to  touch  every  day  with  nitrate  of  silver,  and  as  it  contracts,  the 
saliva  will  find  its  way  by  another  passage  ;  but  every  now  and  then  this 
is  insufficient.  In  these  cases  introduce  a  probe  by  the  external  opening 
to  the  gland  ;  then  pass  it  carefully  on  till  you  feel  it  inside  the  cheek, 
where  you  will  have  nothing  but  mucous  membrane  between  it  and 
your  finger;  having  done  this,  you  are  to  puncture  the  mucous  membiane 
and  pass  the  end  of  the  probe  into  the  mouth  (an  eyed  probe  should  be 
employed)  ;  you  will  then  have  one  end  inside  and  the  other  outside  the 
cheek.  Then  arm  the  eye  of  the  probe  with  silk  and  draw  it  through, 
remove  the  probe  and  allow  the  silk  to  remain  in.  Then,  at  the  external 
end  of  the  silk,  make  a  large  knot  and  bring  it  to  the  mouth  of  the 
wound  ;  this  will  prevent  the  saliva  flowing  externally,  whilst  the  thread 
directs  it  into  the  mouth.  Keep  this  in,  till  the  inner  opening  is  well 
established,  which  generally  requires  about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks ; 
then  remove  it  and  touch  the  external  opening  daily  till  it  closes.  I 
don't  know  whether  the  internal  opening  always  remains  pervious ;  but 
certainly  the  saliva  finds  its  way  through  some  internal  canal. — London 
Medical  Times. 
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LEPER   HOSPITAL   OF   MEXICO. 

From  Kendall's  Narrative  of  the  Texan  Santa  Fe  Expedition. 

The  room  In  which  the  men  afflicted  with  the  loprosy  are  confined  is 
nearly  three  hundred  feet  in  length,  by  about  thirty-five  in  width.  The 
windows  are  large  and  numerous,  adnntting  a  sufficiency  of  air  during 
the  heat  of  the  day,  and  are  all  grated.  At  first  I  could  see  no  reason 
why  ti)e  windows  of  a  hospital  were  grated  ;  but  afterwards  learned  that 
when  a  person  is  known  lo  l)e  a  lazar'mo,  or  leper,  he  is  at  once  taken 
to  San  Lnzaro,  and  there  confined  as  a  kind  of  prisoner  until  liberated  by 
death — for  I  believe  that  none  ever  recover  from  the  horrible  disease.  At 
the  time  when  we  were  confined  in  the  Hospital  the  male  department 
contained  some  fifty  or  sixty  inmates,  while  in  the  female  part  of  the 
establishment,  wliicli  was  in  another  building,  there  was  a  still  greater 
number. 

1  feel  not  a  little  reluctant  to  attempt  a  picture  of  the  unfortunate 
wretches  who  inhabit  San  Lazaro.  The  disease  with  which  they  are 
afflicted  is  unknown  in  Anglo-Saxon  countries,  or  if  there  are  any  cases 
they  are  very  rare.  Other  than  those  afflicted  with  the  leprosy  there 
were  no  occupants  of  the  Hospital  until  our  arrival,  and  the  reason 
assigned  by  the  Mexican  government  for  confining  us  there  was  said  to 
be  that  we  had  a  contagious  disease  among  us.  The  appearance  of  the 
unfortunate  lepers  is  loathsome  and  hideous  to  a  degree  that  beggars 
description.  It  makes  its  first  appearance  by  scaly  eruptions  on  different 
parts  of  the  face  and  body  of  the  victim,  and  these  eruptions  are  never 
perfectly  healed.  The  limbs  of  many,  and  more  especially  the  hands, 
at  first  appear  to  be  drawn  and  twisted  out  of  all  shape.  Gradually  the 
nose  and  parts  of  the  feet  are  carried  away,  while  the  features  become 
distorted  and  hideous.  The  voice  assumes,  at  times,  a  husky  and  unnatural 
rone,  and  again  the  doomed  patient  is  unable  to  articulate  except  in  a 
shrill,  piping  treble.  With  many,  when  near  the  last  stages,  all  powers 
of  speech  are  lost,  and  vainly  do  they  endeavor  to  make  known  their 
wants  by  sounds,  which  belong  not  lo  this  earth  of  ours.  Death  steps 
in  at  last  to  relieve  the  poor  creatures  of  their  sufferings,  and  to  them  at 
least  it  would  seem  that  the  visit  of  the  grim  tyrant  must  be  welcome. 

Whether  the  leprosy  of  Mexico  is  contagious,  I  am  unable  to  say. 
With  many  1  have  little  doubt  that  it  is  to  a  degree  constitutional— being, 
in  fact,  hereditary,  and  perhaps  never  entirely  eradicated  from  the  blood. 
The  climate  may  have  some  effect  in  engendering  and  keeping  alive  the 
disease,  but  of  this,  too,  I  am  uncertain.  The  common  belief  among  the 
lower  classes  is,  that  it  is  communicated  by  contact ;  and  indeed  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  only  risk  a  person  runs  of  taking  it  is  from 
touching  the  person  of  one  afflicted  with  it  in  its  worst  stages.  The 
families  and  friends  of  the  lazarinos  would  frequently  visit  them,  bringing 
many  liitle  luxuries  to  add  to  their  comfort.  They  would  sit  and  con- 
verse with  thetn,  too,  for  hours,  ap|)arently  regardless  of  danger;  btit  for 
mysell,  I  took  particular  care  not  to  come  in  too  close  contact  with  tha 
unformnate  Irpers, 
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Notwithstanding  their  lot  would  seem  to  be  most  melancholy,  as  a 
body  they  appe.ired  well  to  enjoy  themselves.  Afterward,  and  while 
confined  among  them  for  some  two  months,  I  had  every  opportunity  to 
observe  them  closely  ;  and  one  who  has  had  no  such  opporiuniiy  can 
hardly  imagine  how  much  happiness  and  hilarity  prevail  among  beings 
doomed  to  a  lingering  but  certain  death.  Many  of  them  were  continu- 
ally playins;  at  draughts  or  cards,  taking  the  most  intense  interest  in  tlie 
games.  On  manv  occasions  I  saw  parties  of  four  entailed  at  cards,  who 
had  nt3t  a  single  nose  or  entire  finger  among  them  ;  and  any  little  success 
of  one  of  them  would  be  hailed  with  every  demonstration  of  delight. 
Their  dexterity,  too,  in  shuffling  and  dealing  cards,  when  bereft  of  fingers, 
was  astonishing.  Many  of  them  were  musicians,  perfonning  on  both  the 
harp  and  mandolin,  and  after  niiihtfall  they  usually  had  a  dance  anion"- 
themselves.  Frequently  they  were  visited  by  some  of  the  female  inmates 
of  the  Hospital,  who  would  join  their  merry-makings.  To  describe  one 
of  llieir  dances  were  impossible.  A  set  of  them  would  take  the  floor, 
composed  of  one  or  more  couples.  Some  of  the  dancers  were  upon 
crutches,  and  almost  all  were  in  some  way  lame  or  disabled.  The  music 
would  strike  up,  and  then  would  follow  some  monotonous  Mexican  dance, 
accompanied  by  singing  from  voices  which  were  excruciatingly  harsh  and 
discordant.  The  weird  sisters  around  the  magic  caldron  never  made  a 
more  grotesque  or  frightful  appearance  than  did  these  lepers,  and  had 
Macbeth  encountered  the  latter  upon  the  heath  he  would  liave  run  out- 
right, without  even  exchanging  a  word  of  parley.  The  wretched  in- 
mates of  the  Hospital  enjoyed  themselves,  however,  at  these  dances,  and 
but  that  their  loud  laughter  was  grating  and  discordant,  it  would  have 
sounded  joyous  enough.  The  true  feelings  of  merriment  were  there,  but 
no  midnight  revel  of  witches  or  hobgoblins,  or  of  the  njisshapen  dwarfs 
romancers  have  created,  could  compare  with  the  horrible  manifestations 
of  mirth  that  fell  upon  our  ears,  or  could  in  anyway  shadow  forth  the 
strange  orgies  we  frequently  beheld  within  the  gloomy  walls  of  San 
Lazaro. 

If  all  the  Mexican  inmates  of  San  Lazaro  were  afflicted  with  leprosy, 
and  we  are  told  that  such  was  the  case,  there  must  be  three  or  four  differ- 
ent species  of  the  disease.  The  faces  of  some  of  the  lazarinos  were  cov- 
ered with  blotches  and  eruptions,  while  their  hands  and  feet  were  un- 
marked. Others,  again,  had  complexions  exceedingly  fair  and  unblem- 
ished, yet  their  feet  and  hands  were  distorted  or  decayed.  Some  of  the 
victims  of  the  dreadful  scourge  were  covered,  from  head  to  foot,  with  sores 
and  ulcers  hideous  to  look  at — and  then  there  were  two  or  three  cases 
where  the  patients  presented  no  other  marks  of  disease  than  the  loss  of  a 
nose.  But  the  most  singular  case  of  all  was  that  of  the  old  Spaniard — 
I  think  he  was  a  Spaniard — whom  I  have  previously  mentioned  as  con- 
tinually smoking  his  cigarritos.      His  flesh  appeared  lo  be  entirely  gone . 

dried  up — his  skin  turned  to  a  bluish  purple — and  his  whole  appearance 
vyas  so  strangely  changed  and  distorted,  that  he  more  resembled  an  ani- 
mated mummy  than  aught  else  I  can  compare  him  to.  His  senses  he 
still  retained,  while  his  actions  and  conversation  convinced  us  that  he  was 
a  well-informed  and  gentlemanly  man. 
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OFFICINAL   AND   OTHER    SYNONIMS   OF   TOBACCO. 

B7  S.    J.  W.  Tabor,  M.D.,  Shelburne  Falls,  Ms. 
[Communicated  for  the  Roston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

It  was  in  the  year  1492,  during  the  first  voya^^e  of  the  celebrated 
Genoese  adventurer,  that  dazzled  with  visions  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
in  the  expectation  of  loading  his  three  caravels  with  rare  exotics,  spices 
ami  diamonds,  he  landed  on  the  Island  of  Cuba.  There,  on  the  first  of 
November,  he  despatched  into  the  interior  two  ambassadors,  the  one  a 
Spaniard,  Rodrigo  de  Jerez,  and  the  other  an  Israelite,  Luis  de  Torres,* 
familiar  with  Chaldaic  and  Arabic,  which  languages,  however,  he  found 
of  no  service  in  addressintr  the  aborijiines  of  Cuba.  These  men  retmned 
to  Columbus,  from  what  he  considered  an  unavailing  tour,  on  the  sixth  of 
November.f  It  was  on  their  way  back  that  they  witnessed  the  natives 
performing  a  ceremony  to  them  unaccountable,  and,  as  their  apprehen- 
sions probably  whispered,  magical.  They  saw  them  roll  dried  herbs  to- 
gether, light  the  same  at  one  end  with  fire-brands,  which  they  held  for  the 
purpose  in  their  hands,  and  putting  the  other  end  in  their  mouths,  draw 
in  the  smoke  and  puff  it  out  again  like  so  many  demons.  Don  Fernando 
Colon  records  this  circumstance  in  the  life  he  wrote  of  Christopher  Co- 
lumbus, his  father. if  Don  Fernando  was  evidently  not  correctly  conver- 
sant with  the  custom  of  which  he  speaks,  as  is  plain  from  a  literal  trans- 
lation of  some  of  his  words  concerning  it,  where  he  tells  us  many  of  the 
people  of  Cuba  "  always  bore  a  lighted  fire-brand,  to  light,  fire,  and 
perfume  themselves  ivith  certain  herbs,  which  they  carried  along  with 
them."  Tobacco,  it  is  true,  is  not  mentioned  by  name,  but  there  can  be 
no  doubt  it  was  none  other  than  itself  that  was  commemorated.  The 
surprise  of  the  ambassadors,  as  we  may  well  suppose,  was  extreme,  and 
not  unmixed  with  fear,  for  never  before,  in  all  their  travels,  had  they  be- 
held a  practice  so  strange,  so  loathsome,  and,  as  they  considered  it,  so 
dangerous.  Yet  this  very  habit  were  the  Spaniards  destined  to  be  the 
first  Europeans  to  adopt,  for  there  did  European  eyes  first  witness  the 
clouds  of  smoke  that  arise  fioni  the  fumigation  of  tobacco.  This  was 
the  weed,  the  use  of  vv'hich  struck  de  Torres  and  de  Jerez  with  so  much 
astonishment,  and  which,  in  the  language  of  Washington  Irving, <§>  "the 
ingenious  caprice  of  man  has  since  converted  into  a  universal  luxury,  in 
defiance  of  the  opposition  of  the  senses." 

Tobacco  is  a  native  of  America,  and  was  thus  discovered.  Its  use 
was  universal  among  the  aborigines,  from  the  Canadas  to  Brazil,  and  it 
had  different  designations  in  different  localities  and  countries.  In  Virginia, 
which  was  afterwards  so  celebrated  for  its  production,  the  Indians  styled 
it  iippoicoc,  as  we  are  informed  l)y  Thomas  Harriot.  This  gentleman, 
who  was  an  ingenious  scholar  and  an  excellent  mathematician,  having  in- 

*  Navarette's  Primer  Viage  de  Colon,  torn,  i.,  p.  51.    Madrid,  1826. 

t  Las  Casas's  Ilistor.  Ind.,  lili.  i.  cap.  xlvi.,  p.  327.     Madrid,  17-53. 

X  Histor.  del  Aliiiiranie,  cap.  xxvii.,  in  Barcia's  Historia  dores  Primitives  de  las  Indias  Occidentales, 
tom.  i.,  p.  21.     .Madrid,  1749,  fol. 

§  A  History  of  tlie  Life  and  Voyages  of  Christopher  Columbus,  Vol.  I.,  b.  iv.,  c.  iv.,  p.  179,  New 
York,  1828. 
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vented  a  system  of  notation  in  modern  alt^ebra  *  sailed  with  Sir  Richard 
Greenville  in  tl)e  vessels  sent  on  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  third  exjit-dition  to 
Virginia,  and  wrote  an  account  of  the  voyage,  which  was  published  soon 
after.  He  saySjf  when  speaking  of  the  plants  in  the  country  he  visited  : 
"  There  is  an  lierbe  which  is  sowed  apart  by  itselfe,  and  is  called  by  the 
inliabilants  vppowoc  :  in  the  West  Indies  it  has  diners  names  according 
to  the  seuerall  places  and  countreys  where  it  groweth  and  is  vsed  ;  the 
Spanyards  generally  call  it  Tabacco."  The  original  inhabitants  of  the 
south-eastern  West  India  isles  called  it  yoli,  and  those  of  the  neighboring 
continent  termed  \\.  pcetun,X  the  latter  title  being  the  one  by  which  it  first 
became  known  among  Europeans.  Afterwards  the  English  discarded 
this  name  for  that  of  tobacco,  imitating,  or  rather  adopting,  the  designa- 
tion of  the  Spaniards.  Concerning  this  name  much  and  very  general 
error  exists  in  the  republic  of  letters,  and  by  being  copied  from  one  writer 
by  anotlier  without  inquiry,  it  has  been  continued  and  diffused.  Rapin 
says  tobacco  received  its  name  "  from  Tobago,  one  of  the  Carribbee  islands, 
where  it  plentifully  grows. "•§>  Richardson  tells  us  it  was  so  called  "  from 
an  island  in  the  VVest  Indies,  where  it  was  found  in  abundance  by  the 
Spaniards. "II  Webster  says  the  word  came  "  from  Tabaco,  a  province 
of  Yucatan  in  Spanish  America,  where  it  was  first  found  by  the  Span- 
iards."IF  A  French  work,  which  aims  at  great  exactness,  speaks  in  the 
same  manner.**  The  author  of  The  Smoker^s,  Cheiver^s,  and  Snvff- 
Taker's  Companion, f-f  repeats  the  assertion,  and  even  Loudon,  in  his 
excellent  Encycloiiadia  of  Agriculture. XX  like  the  author  just  mention- 
ed, speaks  of  the  popular  name  of  tobacco  being  derived  "  from  the 
island  of  ToBACCQ  in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  ! "  This  opinion,  though 
so  often  expressed,  is  entirely  incorrect,  and  is  one  of  those  errors  arising 
from  similarity  of  sound,  into  which  etymologists  and  antiquarians  so  fre- 
quently fall,  and  which  has  in  some  instances  been  so  ridiculously  exem- 
plified in  the  writings  of  persons  seeking  to  find  Hebrew  and  Phoenician 
roots  in  the  dialects  and  languages  of  our  aborigines. 

The  first  discovery  of  the  use  of  tobacco,  as  we  have  said,  really  took 
place  as  early  as  the  very  first  voyage  of  Columbus,  and  on  the  island  of 
Cuba,  Tabasco,  whether  the  province  adjoining  Yucatan,  or  the  island  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Grijalon,  not  then  being  known.  The  word  to- 
bacco owes  its  origin  to  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  where  the  plant  is 
indigenous,  and  was  known  from  time  immemorial  to  the  natives.  These 
islanders,  according  to  Father  Charlevoix, <§><§>  called  it  cohiba,  and  the 
pipe  with  which  they  smoked  it  tabaco.     Humboldt  likewise  confirms  the 

*  Stith's  History  of  Virginia,  p.  20.'    Playfair's  Dissertation,  p.  1,  s.  1. 

t  Navigations,  Vovages  and  Discoveries  of  the  English  Nation,  collected  by  Hakluyt,  Vol.  III.,  p. 
330.     London,  1810,  "4to. 

X  Nic.  Gavelliis's  Storia  Distinta,  e  Curiosa  del  Tabacco,  &c.,  p.  203.    Pesaro,  1758,  3vo. 

§  The  History  of  England,  as  well  Ecclesiastical  as  Civil,  &c.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  122,  n.  5. 

II  A  New  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language,  Vol.  II..  p.  1942.     London,  1839,  4to. 

IT  An  American  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language,  &c..  Vol.  II. 

**  "  Cette  plante  (Tabac),  acre  et  caustique,  trouvee  en  1520  !  pres  de  Tobasco  dans  Ic  Golfe  du 
Mexique."     Precis  sur  I'Amerique,  p.  116. 

t1  Philadelphia,  1841,  p.  14. 

t|  London,  1631,  p.  936. 

§§  Histoire  de  I'lle  Espagnole  ou  de  S.  Domingue,  torn,  i.,  p.  54.    Amsterdam,  1733. 
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assertion.*  By  the  Mexicans  it  was  called  yeilf,  and  Garcillasso  de  lii 
Vega,  in  his  Royal  Commentaries  of  Peru,  says  it  was  known  among 
the  natives  of  that  country  by  tlie  name  of  sayri.%  The.  Spaniards  were 
then  possessors  of  all  these  countries,  holding  them  by  virtue  of  discovery, 
and  by  a  bull  of  Pope  Alexander  VI.,  wherein  the  assignment  was  made 
"  with  the  plenitude  of  apostolic  power,  by  the  authority  of  God  Om- 
nipotent granted  to  him  through  blessed  Peter,  and  of  the  vicarship  of 
Jesus  Christ  which  lie  exercises  upon  earth. "•§>  They  adopted  the  Hay- 
tian  word  tabaco  to  designate  the  new  weed,  applying  it  to  the  vegetable 
instead  of  the  pipe.  Although  the  herb  had  before  been  called  poetun, 
as  we  have  had  occasion  to  observe,  after  the  manner  of  the  Brazilians, 
yet  it  singularly  happened  that  the  continental  term  was  soon  entirely 
superseded  by  the  erroneous  designation,  the  word  in  use  at  this  time 
being  much  the  same  in  all  the  languages  of  Europe.  The  Danes  call 
\i  tobak ;  ihe  Dulch,  tahak  ;  the  French, /a6oc  ;  the  Germans,  tabacJc ; 
the  Italians,  tabacco  ;  the  Polanders,  tobak  a  ;  the  Russians,  tabak  ;  the 
Portuguese,  tabacco  ;  the  Spaniards,  tabaco  ;  and  the  English,  tobacco.\\ 
The  Tartars  and  Japanese  likewise  give  it  a  similar  nanne,  but  those 
people  who  use  the  Arabic  language  term  it  "  dokhan,  id  est  fumus," 
according  to  that  most  magnificent  work  on  Egypt,  "  publie  par  les 
Ordres  de  sa  Majeste  I'Empereur  Napoleon  le  Grand,"  as  the  title  page 
informs  us.H 

In  old  works  it  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  the  term  poetun,  and  some 
writers,  ignorant  of  its  derivation,  gravely  trace  it  to  tlie  Greek  word 
nsTuu,**  thus  seriously  committing  a  folly,  which  old  Joshuah  Syl- 
vester, in  his  curious  poem,  does  in  jest,  in  regard  to  the  word  tobacco  : 

"  VV'hich  of  their  weapons  has  the  conquest  got 
Over  their  wits — the  pipe  or  else  the  pot? 
For  even  the  derivation  of  the  name 
Seems  to  allude  and  to  include  the  same : 
Tobacco,  TV)  (iax/v)  one  would  say  ; 
To  cup-god  Bacchus  dedicated  aye."t+ 

Some  of  the  otlier  early  names  by  which  tobacco  was  distinguished, 
besides  pmtun,  yoH,  yetl,  sayri  and  uppoivoc,  wereJJ  picielt,  cozobba, 
gioia,  dunkol,  herba  sandcE  crucis,  herba  regince,  herbe  a  la  reine,  herbc 
a  rambassodeur,  herbe  au  grand  prieur,  herba  medicea,  la  buglose,'^'^ 
and  some  others.  Linnaeus  afterwards  bestowed  the  title  of  n{co^/a/jffl|[[ 
on  the  genus  to  which  tobacco  belongs,  and  as  not  only  this  designation, 

*  Essai  Politique  sur  le  Royanme  de  la  Nouvelle-Espagne,  torn,  ii  .,  p.  444.    Paris,  1811,  4to. 

t  F.  Hemuiidez's  Nova  Plaiilarum,  Aniinalium  et  Miiieraliuni  Mexicanorum,  Historia,  &c.  lib.  v. 
cap.  51,  p.  17.3.     Rome,  1651,  fol. 

+  Conirneiilorins  Reales  que  tralau  de  el  Origin  de  los  Incas,  &c.,  p.  64.     Madrid,  1723,  fol. 

^  Memoir  of  (;olumlnis,  &c.     Oy  D.  G.  B.  .-poloriio,  p.  172,  Doc.  xxwii. 

I|  J.  R.  McCullo'irs  Dictionary  of  Coniiiierre,  ]>.   1161.     London,  1835. 

TT  Description  de  I'Egypte,  &,<■■,  torn.  ii.  p.  55.     Paris,  1812,  fol. 

**  Otiarlevoix's  Histoire  de  I'Isle  Espagnole,  toni.  i.,  p.  54. 

tt  Tobacco  Haltered  and  the  Pipes  Shattered  (about  iheir  ears  who  idel  idolize  so  base  and  barba- 
rous a  weed-,  or  at  leastwise  overlove  so  loathesunie  a  vanitie),  by  a  volley  of  holy  shot  thundered 
from  Mount  Helicon,  p.  56.     London,  1614,  l2mo. 

tt  Asiatic  .lournal,  August,  1B26,  Vol.  XXII..  p.  1.37.     London. 

l\  Dictionnaire  Bolanique.  Par  le  Citoyen  Lamarck.  Paris,  L'An  iv.  de  la  Republique,  torn,  iv., 
p.  477,  41  o. 

III!  Genera  Plantaruru  eorumque  Characteres  Naturales,  u.  248.    Lugd.  Bat.,  1737,  8vo. 


Epidemic  Erysipelatous  Fever. — No.  VII.  399 

but  also  several  of  the  foregoinji,  are  connected  wiih  curious  incidents,  I 
will  consider  them  in  a  future  No.  of  tlie  Medical  and  Surijical  Journal. 
I  am  aware  that  neither  the  present  or  the  promised  article  will  er)able  their 
readers  to  percuss  like  Piorry,  or  distinguish  rhonchi  like  Louis  ;  but  to 
those  who  wish  a  moment's  relaxation  from  treatises  on  diagnosis  and  prog- 
nosis, 1  hope  they  may  not  prove  unacceptable. 


EPIDEMIC    ERYSIPELATOUS    FEVER— NO.    VII. 

By  J.  A.  Allen,  M.D.,  Middlebury,  Vermont. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — Continued  from  page  380.] 

Medication. — From  the  preceding  nosological  and  pathological  obser- 
vations, it  may  have  been  apparent  that,  at  least,  epidemic  erysipelatous 
fever  naturally  belongs  to  the  class  of  "  sclj-limited  diseases  ";  that  it 
possesses  the  essential  character  of  an  exanihem  ;  that  when  the  corn- 
plaint  has  become  established,  all  attempts  to  shorten  or  abridge  its  dura- 
tion are  of  little  or  no  consequence.  In  this  particular,  it  is  allied  to  iis 
associates  rubeola,  rosalia,  pestis,  variola  and  typhus  fever.  However 
liumiliating  this  conclusion  may  be,  its  truth,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  in 
accordance  with  the  experience  of  the  most  observant  practiiioners.  Its 
truth  has  been  sanctioned  and  sustained  by  our  distinguished  and  learned 
American  writer,  Dr.  J.  Bigelow,  in  his  valuable  discourse  on  "  self- 
limited  diseases."  His  views  upon  this  subject  have  since  been  given 
in  Vols.  Xn.  and  XHI.  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  ; 
and  more  recently,  in  his  notes  to  Marshall  Hall's  Practice  of  Medicme. 

At  first,  the  admission  of  this  principle  may  appear  somewhat  appal- 
ling, but  it  does  not  in  the  least  diminish  the  value  of  well-directed  efforts 
to  mitigate  and  control  the  morbid  phenomena.  On  the  contrary,  it  en- 
hances th^ir  appreciable  utility  by  restraining  undue  expectations  and  by 
the  prevention  of  the  adoption  of  unjustifiable  measures  ;  and  in  rendering 
anticipations  more  likely  to  be  realized.  As  the  well-directed  efforts  of 
the  firemen  have  often  saved  a  whole  city  from  conflagration  by  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  devouring  element  as  it  bursts  out  at  different  points, 
so  in  the  disease  which  is  the  subject  of  these  remarks,  the  judicious 
adaptation  of  therapeutic  measures  has  often  prevented  much  pain  and 
distress,  and  saved  even  life  itself.  The  skill  of  the  mariner,  also,  may 
cause  his  vessel  to  outride  the  storm,  though  his  agency  cannot  shorten  its 
duration  or  mitigate  its  violence.  Nor,  in  fact,  is  the  importance  and 
honor  of  the  medical  profession  in  any  measure  diminished  by  the  ad- 
mission of  this  position.  The  profession  will  always  be  elevated,  exactly 
in  proportion  as  it  understands  its  own  powers,  and  professes  sim})Iy  what 
it  can  accomplish.  It  is  no  derogation  from  its  importance  that  its  profes- 
sors cannot  control  the  events  of  life,  health,  sickness  and  death. 

In  the  whole  catalogue  of  human  ailments,  not  one  probably  demands 
more  sagacity  and  tact  of  the  physician,  or  requires  a  more  multifarious 
medication,  ihan  erysipelatous  fever.     The  pathological  condition  of  the 
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system  at  the  time  is  the  principal,  and  almost  the  only  guide  to  the 
practitioner.  Routine  practice,  either  of  the  empiric  or  regular  physi- 
cians, may  cure  some,  but  inevitably  must  hasten  the  fiit;il  event  of  others. 
Eacii  case  ought  to  be  subjected  lo  rigid  clinical  examination,  and  each 
of  its  morbid  phenomena  se|)arately  noticed,  and  the  whole  considered 
detached  from  all  other  cases,  except  so  far  as  related  to  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  prevailing  disease  ;  and  more  especially,  if  the  case  be  of 
much  severity.  The  examination  must  often  be  repealed,  otherwise  the 
remedial  measures  cannot  be  adapted  to  the  existing  character  of  the 
complaint.  In  the  course  of  one,  two,  or  three  liours,  1  have  seen  a 
whole  train  of  morbid  phenomena  entirely  changed.  Occasionally,  an 
affected  vital  organ  has  been  relieved  by  a  metastasis  of  the  local  ery- 
sipelatous affection  to  the  surface,  and,  on  the  contrary,  an  external  ery- 
sipelatous inflammation,  by  repercussion,  has  suddenly  seized  a  vital  or- 
gan, as  the  brain,  the  lungs,  or  some  of  the  abdonnnal  viscera,  thereby 
portending  the  most  unfavorable  termination.  Practical  experience  de- 
monstrates, as  well  as  common  sense  shows,  that  the  system  in  each  of 
these  abnormal  stales  cannot  tolerate  with  safety,  much  less  require,  the 
same  routine  of  n)edication.  The  j^athological  practitioner  will  often 
find,  however  apparently  paradoxical  it  may  at  the  moment  appear,  that 
the  same  morbid  depressed  or  excited  state  of  the  system  may  arise  from 
causes  which  are  directly  opposite  in  their  natures,  and  which  for  their 
successful  removal  require  agencies  which  are  equally  antagonizing  and 
diverse.  Some  instances  in  illustration  of  this  principle  will  subsequently 
be  adduced. 

To  dissever  or  control  the  catenation  of  diseased  action,  every  state  of 
the  human  system  has  its  appropriate  therapeutic  demand,  and  to  each 
state  the  suitable  remedial  agent  inust  be  properly  adapted.  Boerhaave 
has  long  since  averred,  that  in  medicine  there  is  no  remedy  except  that 
which  becomes  such  by  adaptation.  The  correctness  of  this  precept  in 
the  affection  under  consideration,  cannot  be  infringed  or  suffer  any  viola- 
tion with  impunity.  I  have  seen  some,  and  been  informed  of  other  in- 
stances, in  which  the  untimely  application,  even  of  an  epispastic,  during 
the  inflammatory  period,  if  it  did  not  produce,  obviously  hastened,  the  fa- 
tal termination.  The  human  machine,  it  has  been  quaintly  remarked  by 
Mr.  Hunter,  is  neither  a  mill-hopper  nor  a  retort,  througli  which,  espe- 
cially in  an  abnormal  condition,  all  kinds  of  ingredients  can  pass  without 
harm.  And  yet,  so  great  is  the  tenacity  with  which  life  clings  to  this 
clayey  tenement,  that  it  sometimes  sustains  its  hold  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  disease  and  the  improper  measures  which  are  used  for  its  re- 
moval. Reputed  great  cures  are  sometimes  greater  escapes  from  the 
remedies  than  from  the  disease. 

Can  the  disease  be  arrested  at  the  accession  1  That  the  disease  at  its 
onset  is  susceptible  of  being  arrested,  is  in  accordance  not  only  with  my 
own  experience,  but  with  that  of  many  of  my  medical  friends.  This 
must  be  taken  in  a  limited  sense.  Every  case  cannot  be  arrested  by  any 
management  whatever ;  others  can  be  prevented  from  the  subsequent 
course  of  disease. 
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It  is  an  admitted  position,  that  a  person  may  be  exposed  to  the  infec- 
tion of  a  contagious  disease,  and  afterwards,  if  he  be  not  exposed  to  some 
of  the  exciting  causes,  as  fatigue,  &c.,  its  influence  will  not  be  experi- 
enced. I  have  several  times  witnessed  the  truth  of  this  principle.  Per- 
sons after  exposure  to  the  measles,  for  instance,  have  passed  several 
weeks,  when  from  over-exertion  or  other  causes  they  have  become  indis- 
posed and  finally  had  their  exanthem.  In  respect  to  the  disorder  under 
consideration,  a  check  and  subsequent  exemption  may  be  extended  to 
the  first  stage  of  the  invasion.  To  accomplish  this  desirable  object,  after 
the  seizure  the  sooner  the  remedial  measures  are  adopted,  the  greater  the 
promise  of  a  successful  issue.  Time  is  now  everything.  The  measure 
which  at  this  period  may  sever  the  chain  of  febrile  commotion,  will  soon, 
by  delay,  become  inefficient,  or  useful  only  to  control  the  morbid  actions 
as  they  will  be  developed.  The  measures  demanded  to  arrest  the  com- 
plaint will  vary  with  the  existing  morbid  condition  of  the  system.  These 
must  all  conspire  to  remove  the  chills,  rigors,  febrile  heat,  or  local  en- 
gorgement and  pains  present.  As  a  general  principle,  there  has  no  one 
means  been  attended  with  more  uniform  success  than  a  free  and  universal 
sweat.  To  insure  its  most  beneficial  and  salutary  results,  it  must  be  uni- 
formly extended  over  the  whole  body,  and  be  induced  by  mild  agencies 
of  neither  too  heating  nor  stimulating  character.  There  must  neither 
exist  local  engorgement,  nor  remain  a  too  high  grade  of  pyrectic  action. 
The  patient  should  be  placed  in  a  favorable  and  easy  condition,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  room  being  kept  at  about  70  deg.  Fahr.,  the  system  pre- 
pared, and  the  means  used  ought  then  to  be  of  a  soothing  and  quieting 
kind. 

Diaphoretics. — Before  commencing  the  sudorific  process,  if  the  patient 
have  a  cauma  or  local  congestion  of  an  internal  organ,  either  of  these 
must  be  removed  ;  otherwise  the  danger  will  be  unavoidably  augmented 
by  the  very  means  which  would  have  accomplished  its  removal.  The 
human  machine,  although  it  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  vitality,  and  under 
the  influence,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  chemical  affinity,  like  every  kind  of 
mechanical  machinery,  if  an  obstacle  thwart  any  of  its  regular  operations, 
it  will  not  tolerate  an  augmentation  of  power  without  the  risk  of  a  break  or 
lesion  of  some  or  many  of  its  parts.  The  prudent  mill-wright,  in  lieu  of 
letting  the  water  fall  in  fidl  torrent  on  his  wheel,  when  perchance  a  log 
may  have  prevented  its  regular  revolutions,  would  first  remove  the  ob- 
stacle, lest  he  might  by  the  increase  of  power  spoil  his  machinery.  The 
judicious  and  discreet  physician  cannot  be  less  careful  of  the  human  ma- 
chine than  the  practiral  miller  is  of  the  subject  of  his  operations.  ■ 

Having  arrived  at  the  instant  of  the  attack,  during  the  cold  stage,  and 
having  ascertained  that  no  internal  organ  is  in  a  state  of  capillary  con- 
gestion, I  have  usually  attempted  to  promote  a  steady  and  imiform  dia- 
phoresis. The  effect  of  this  process  tends  directly  to  equalize  and  diffuse 
the  action  of  the  sanguiferous  and  capillary  systems,  which  not  only  at 
this  period  of  the  disease,  but  during  its  whole  dmalion,  are  objects  never 
to  be  neglected.  Like  its  kindred  associates,  pestis  and  rosalia,  its  natural 
tendency  is  to  some  local  congestion ;   differing,  it   may   be,  more  in  the 
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place,  than  in  the  essential  generic  character.  Tlie  specific  difference  is 
obvious.  The  local  nianifeslalions  in  pestis  are  buboes  in  difterent  elands, 
ordinarily  of  the  inguinal  ;  and  in  rosalia,  tumefaction  or  local  inflamma- 
tion, with  congestion  about  the  fauces  ;  but  in  erysipelatous  fever  the  spe- 
cific manifestation  may  invade  any  and  every  part  of  the  system.  To 
prevent,  if  possible,  if  not  to  control  the  violence  of  this  local  afiection,  is 
of  the  utmost  importance. 

[To  be  continued.] 


RESEARCHES   ON  INANITION.— ARTIFICIAL   HEAT   IN   FEVERS. 

[The  last  number  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review  contains 
a  notice  of  a  new  work  by  Dr.  Chossat,  of  Paris,  which  comprises  the 
results  of  many  hundred  experiments  on  animals  subjected  to  the  partial 
and  total  deprivation  of  food  and  drink.  We  have  room  only  for  a  brief 
analysis  of  Dr.  C.'s  views  of  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in  the  animals 
experimented  upon.] 

Desirous  of  testing  the  correctness  of  his  idea  that  the  cooling  of  the 
body  is  the  immediate  cause  of  death,  M.  Chossat  tried  the  ingenious 
experiment  of  placing  animals,  whose  death  seemed  impending,  under 
the  influence  of  artificial  heat ;  and  the  result  of  this  trial  was  very  re- 
markable. In  every  instance  he  delayed  subjecting  the  animals  to  this 
influence,  until  his  experience  of  their  state  led  him  to  believe  that  the;r 
death  must  be  very  near  ;  and  in  several  cases  the  animals  died  whilst  he 
was  performing  the  process  of  weighing,  &tc.,  preparatory  to  placing 
them  in  the  rcchauffoir.  The  result  was  in  general  to  restore  those  yet 
alive,  from  a  state  of  insensibility  and  want  of  muscular  power,  to  a  con- 
dition of  comparative  activity  ;  their  temperature  rose,  their  muscular 
power  returned,  they  flew  about  the  room,  and  took  food  when  it  was 
presented  to  them  ;  and,  if  the  artificial  assistance  was  sufficiently  pro- 
longed, and  they  were  not  again  subjected  to  the  starving  process, 
most  of  them  recovered.  If  they  were  left  to  themselves  too  early, 
however,  the  digestive  process  was  not  performed,  and  they  ultimately 
died.  Up  to  the  time  when  they  began  to  take  food,  their  weight  con- 
tinued to  diminish  ;  the  secretions  being  renewed,  under  the  influence 
of  artificial  heat,  sometimes  to  a  considerable  amount.  It  is  not  until 
digestion  has  actually  taken  place  (which  is  conmionly  many  hours 
subsequently  to  the  ingestion  of  the  food),  that  the  animal  regains  the 
power  of  generating  heat ;  up  to  that  period,  the  heat  which  its  body 
has  acquired  from  external  sources,  is  lost  as  soon  as  ever  the  supply 
fails  ;  and  thus  M.  Chossat  lost  many  animals  by  the  accidental  cooling 
of  his  stove  during  his  absence.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  in  these 
instances,  the  resources  of  the  body  are  on  the  point  of  being  completely 
exhausted,  when  the  attempt  at  re-animation  is  made;  consequently  it 
has  nothing  whatever  to  fall  back  upon  ;  and  the  leaving  it  to  itself  ai 
any  time  until  fresh  resources  have  been  provided  by  it,  is  consequently 
as  certain  a  cause  of  death,  as  it  would  have  been  in  the  first  instance. 
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In  the  application  of  heat  to  bodies  of  larger  size  than  the  small 
animals  experimented  on  by  M.  Cliossat,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  a 
lonfjer  time  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  becoirie  equally  affected  by  it ; 
and  means  should  be  taken  to  apply  it  more  effectually.  The  warm  bath, 
and,  still  better,  the  contact  of  warm  solid  bodies  with  a  large  part  of 
the  surface,  should  be  em|)Ioyed  in  preference  to  simple  heated  air.  The 
same  rule  ajiplies  to  the  case  of  children  born  so  prematui'ely  as  to  require 
artificial  modes  of  sustaining  their  heat.  In  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
of  these  upon  record,  it  was  soon  found  that  no  means  of  applying  the 
warmth  were  so  effectual  as  contact  with  the  warm  body  of  another 
person  ;  and  by  relays  provided  for  the  purpose,  this  was  maintained 
almost  uninterruptedly  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  the  infant's  extra- 
uterine life.  It  was  observed  that,  when  this  was  intermitted  for  the 
purpose  of  changing  the  dress,  the  child's  powers  immediately  began  to 
flag  ;  although  the  operation  was  conducted  before  a  fire,  and  conse(juently 
in  an  atmosphere  at  least  as  hot  as  its  own  body. 

The  inen)oir  concludes  with  some  remarks  by  M.  Chossat  on  the  fre- 
quency of  inanitiation  as  the  real  cause  of  death,  in  various  exhausting 
diseases.  Upon  this  point  we  feel  much  inclined  to  agree  with  him  ;  es- 
pecially since  his  inquiries  upon  insufficient  alimentation  have  shown, 
that  this  produces  effects  precisely  the  same  in  character  with  those  re- 
sulting from  complete  deprivation  of  fond,  though  somewhat  more  tardy 
in  their  appearance.  It  is  especially,  perhaps,  in  those  forms  of  febrile 
disease,  in  which  no  decided  lesion  can  be  discovered  after  death,  that 
this  view  has  the  strongest  claim  to  reception  ;  and  it  is  here,  too,  that 
its  practical  applications  may  become  most  important.  For  if,  as  we 
have  good  reason  to  believe,  the  morbific  cause  is  temporary  in  its  in- 
fluence, it  follows  that  if  we  can  sustain  the  system,  until  it  has  passed 
away,  the  patient  who  would  otiierwise  have  sunk  under  it  may  recover. 
By  way  of  analogy,  we  may  refer  to  those  cases  of  narcotic  poisoning,  in 
which  recovery  has  been  due  to  the  artificial  maintenance  of  the  respira- 
tory process,  during  the  period  when  it  would  have  been  checked  by  the 
narcotism.  Now  we  cannot  support  the  system  in  fever  by  aliment,  for 
this  would  not  be  digested,  even  if  it  were  taken  into  the  stomach.  But 
we  well  know  the  beneficial  effects  of  alcohol  in  its  advanced  stages ; 
and  the  large  quantity  of  this  stinndus  that  may  be  administered  in  niany 
cases  of  fever,  is  a  matter  of  familiar  experience.  Now  admitting  that 
its  beneficial  operation  is  partly  due  to  its  specific  effect  upon  the  nervous 
system,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  we  are  to  regard  it  as  also  resulting 
from  the  new  supply  of  combustible  material,  which  is  thus  introduced  in 
the  only  lorm  in  which  it  can  be  taken  up  by  the  vascular  system. 

Now  if  there  be  any  truth  in  these  views,  there  is  an  obvious  deduc- 
tion from  them,  of  the  highest  practical  importance,  viz.,  that  in  the  ad- 
vanced stages  of  fever,  when  death  seems  impending,  we  should  endeavor 
to  ward  it  off  by  a  liberal  supply  of  artificial  heat.  We  have  already 
seen  the  extraordinary  residts  which  this  produced  upon  ]\1.  Chossat's 
starved  pigeons  and  turtle-doves;  and  we  see  no  reason  why  similar  bene- 
ficial results  should  not  present  themselves  in  the  case  of  patients  inani- 
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iiaied  by  fever,  though  ihey  will  be,  of  course,  greatly  modified  by  the 
morbific  cause,  so  long  as  it  remains  in  the  system.  We  would  earnestly 
suggest  a  trial  of  this  expedient,  which  the  simple  hot-air  bath,  now  used 
in  many  of  our  hospitals,  will  readily  permit,  to  those  of  our  readers  who 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  putting  it  in  practice.  We  do  not  promise 
success  ;  but  we  think  that  we  have  shown  yood  physiological  grounds, 
why  it  may  be  reasonably  expected.  We  should  warn  them,  however, 
tliat  the  continuance  of  this  external  aid  for  a  few  hours,  or  a  day  or  two, 
is  by  no  means  sufficient ;  but  that  it  must  be  afforded  until  the  digestive 
powers  are  sufficiently  re-established  to  afford  tlie  requisite  support  to 
the  system  through  the  legititnate  channel. 
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Insanity  an  Apology  for  Crime. — Nothing  is  more  common,  in  the 
courts  of  law,  than  apologies  and  pleadings  in  behalf,  of  criminals  on  ac- 
count of  their  supposed  insanity.  There  is  no  crime  committed  which 
does  not  elicit  sympathy  somewhere,  because  it  is  believed  that  the  ac- 
cused never  would  have  been  guilty  of  the  criminal  act  were  he  in  a 
sound  state  of  mind.  This  feeling,  and  its  bold  expression  by  philan- 
thropists, is  honorable  to  humanity  ;  indeed,  it  is  based  on  the  broad 
foundation  of  christian  charity,  that  is  inculcated  by  our  holy  religion. 
But  because  this  disposition  to  apologize  exists,  it  by  no  means  establishes 
the  fact  that  all  who  are  arraigned  for  misdemeanors  and  infractions  of 
the  civil  code,  are  insane.  Nor,  indeed,  are  we  to  believe  any  of  them 
are,  til!  a  most  thorough  investigation  has  been  made  into  all  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  character,  habits,  moral  tone,  health  and  pursuits  of  the 
accused,  weighed  in  a  just  balance  by  competent  judges.  The  question 
arises,  who  are  the  competent  advisers  ?  Whose  testimony  should  be  re- 
lied on  by  judges  and  juries? 

About  twenty-five  years  ago,  Trask,  a  notoriously  wicked  man,  whose 
whole  life,  as  far  as  known,  had  been  one  uninterrupted  tissue  of  vice  and 
crime,  murdered  a  colored  fellow  convict,  in  the  iMassachusetts  State  Pri- 
son. For  this  he  was  tried,  and  convicted  of  murder.  He  was  placed  in 
the  Boston  jail,  but  not  then  sentenced.  For  the  sake  of  having  the  bi- 
ble read  to  him,  two  debtors  were  admitted  to  the  same  apartment.  In 
the  midst  of  their  sympathizing  efforts,  without  the  least  provocation,  and 
with  a  concealed  instrument,  Trask  fell  upon  the  two  men  in  the  evening, 
and  wounded  them  in  a  shocking  manner,  before  their  cries  brought  relief 
from  the  guard.  He  would  have  killed  them  outright,  beyond  all  doubt, 
had  not  assistance  been  afforded.  As  it  was,  they  both  died  within  a  few 
days.  To  all  intents  and  purposes,  these  innocent  men  were  murdered, 
and  we  fully  believe  it  was  prempditaled  by  Trask  for  the  sole  object  of 
saving  his  own  life.  He  probably  reasoned  thus.  As  matters  stood,  his 
execution  was  unavoidable.  By  killing  the  two  room-mates,  for  whom 
the  whole  public  would  say  he  could  not  have  entertained  either  ill  will 
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or  prejudice,  he  had  a  chance,  and  the  only  one  that  could  be  devised,  of 
saving  himself.  His  reasonino;  was  logical,  nor  did  he  mistake  the  opin- 
ion of  the  horrified  public.  That  Tra^k  was  positively  insane,  was  fully 
believed  by  the  world  ;  and  the  Supreme  Court  decided  the  question  in 
the  same  manner.  In  a  word,  the  criininal  was  considered  not  morally 
responsible,  being  a  lunatic;  yet  the  security  of  society  demanded  that 
he  should  be  securely  imprisoned,  and  for  eleven  or  twelve  years  in  suc- 
cession, he  was  the  tenant  of  one  cell,  where  he  employed  himself  in  va- 
rious little  pieces  of  mechanical  in|^ennity.  That  he  constantly  meditated. 
an  escape,  is  quite  certain,  from  the  circumstance  that  he  secreted  instru- 
ments and  managed  his  irons  in  a  manner  that  required  frequent  inspec- 
tions to  counteract  any  such  movement.  In  process  of  time,  the  insane 
hospital  at  Worcester  was  completed,  and  Trask  was  removed  to  that  in- 
stitution for  security,  and,  as  contemplated  by  the  theory  of  legal  benevo- 
lence, for  mental  restoration.  He  soon  bid  farewell  to  Dr.  Woodward — 
and  it  has  never  been  ascertained  whither  he  went  or  where  he  now 
abides. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  Trask's  atrocities,  w^e  believed  him  per- 
fectly sane.  All  the  while  he  remained  in  the  Boston  jail,  we  felt  con- 
firmed in  the  belief  that  his  patience,  indomitable  perseverance,  and  won- 
derful secretiveness  and  imitation,  would  ultimately  enable  him  to  tri- 
umph and  regain  his  liberty — and  he  accomplished  it. 

One  of  the  last  cases  of  a  marked  character  in  Massachusetts,  was 
that  of  Rogers,  arraigned  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  warden  of  the 
Stale  Prison.  He  was  also  removed  to  the  Worcester  Hospital,  where  he 
came  to  a  violent  death  by  leaping  from  a  window,  only  a  few  weeks 
since.  From  a  personal  knowledge  of  his  temperament,  secretiveness, 
and  almost  undying  determination  to  carry  any  point  which  he  decided 
upon,  very  many  entertain  no  doubt  of  his  purpose  to  escape  ;  and  the 
leap  from  the  window,  possibly,  was  for  that  very  object. 

VVe  invite  our  correspondents  to  write  on  this  great  subject,  z?2sa?iz7?/  an 
apology  for  crhne,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  facts  from  responsible 
sources. and  adding  to  the  stock  of  medical  jurisprudence  in  New  England. 


Trial  for  Malpractice. — The  following  letter  came  at  an  hour  so  late 
that  we  have  found  it  really  inconvenient  to  give  it  an  insertion  in  to-day's 
Journal.  However,  a  desire  to  give  publicity  to  facts  which  may  be  of 
service,  and  to  show  the  writer  that  we  have  no  personal  feeling  in  the 
matter,  induces  us  to  present  iLto  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  with  some 
unimportant  omissions.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  our  former  remarks 
had  no  reference  to  Dr.  Barrett,  and  we  were  not  then  aware  that  he  was 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  case. 

"  Sir,— 'An  article  appears  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
of  May  29ih,  1S44,  under  the  caption,  'Prosecution  for  Malpractice,' re- 
ferring to  the  long-pending  suit  in  the  case  of  Nelson  vs.  Colby,  &c. 

"In  the  communication  alluded  to,  you  are  pleased  to  make  the  follow- 
ing assertion.  '  Since  the  last  trial,  Mrs.  Nelson  has  died,  and  some  bones, 
6AID  ?o  hace  been  those  of  the  patient,  have  been  carried  as  far  as  New 
York,  for  the  examination  and  opinions  of  surgeons.'  Now  inasmuch  as 
Mrs.  Nelson  was  a  patient  of  mine  up  to  the  period  of  her  decease,  viz., 
from  May  3d  to  December  31st,  1842,  inclusive,  I   consider  it  my  duty 
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to  reply  to  the  above,  feeling  it  to  be,  according  to  its  present  version,  an 
attack  upon  my  professional  reputation.  Mrs.  N.  died  on  Saturday,  De- 
cember 31st,  1842,  at  11,  P.  M.,  of  'gangrenous  erysipelas.'  On  the 
following  day,  Sunday,  January  1st,  1S43,  I  visited  the  family  of  the 
deceased,  and  proposed  on  the  morrow  a  -post-morlem  examination.  Feel- 
ings of  affeciion  and  sympathy,  at  first  thoughts  of  my  proposition,  in- 
duced the  family  to  object;  but  on  my  suggesting  to  Mr.  Ne!?on,  that  it 
was  due  to  himself  and  family,  and  due,  above  all,  to  Dr.  Colby,  that  such 
an  examination  should  take  place,  inasmuch  as  an  opportunity  now  pre- 
sented itself  of  coming  at  the  facts,  and  in  fine  bringing  the  matter  to  a  nut- 
shell compass,  consent  was  obtained  ;  and  I  lost  no  time  in  wailing  oa 
Dr.  C.  in  person,  and  requesting  his  attendance.  The  sectio-cadaveris 
was  made  at  noon  of  January  2d,  1843,  in  the  presence  of  Drs.  Colby, 
Kendall,  Richmond,  Breaden  and  myself,  together  with  Messrs.  New- 
cornbe,  Lindsay,  Holt  and  General  Cusliman  of  Guildhall.  Dissection 
was  made  at  my  request,  by  Dr.  Richmond,  of  the  femur,  and  removed  at 
the  upper  third.  The  bones  were  carefully  examined  by  each  individual 
present,  and  were  privately  noted.  They  were  then  handed  over  to  me, 
and  placed  in  my  care  to  be  cleaned.  They  remained  in  my  custody  un- 
til the  evening  of  the  7ih  of  May,  1843,  when  they  were  delivered  over 
to  Major  VV.  R.  Andros,  a  gentleman  of  unimpeachable  veracity  and  in- 
tegrity, in  the  presence  of  Col.  E.  G.  Johnson,  P.  M.  of  Derby  Line, 
and  Messrs.  French,  Nelson  and  Winn,  to  be  taken  by  him  (Major  A.) 
to  New  York  for  examination.  I  did  not  see  the  bones  again  until  some 
time  in  the  month  of  November,  when  they  were  shown  to  and  submitted 
to  an  examination  by  those  who  were  present  at  the  post-mortem  exami- 
nation, the  whole  of  whom,  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  pronounced 
them  to  be  the  same  bones  as  those  taken  from  the  body  of  Mrs.  Nelson. 
I  have  never  seen  them  since.  In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  on  the 
day,  and  on  the  day  after  the  post-mortem  examination,  and  also  at  sub- 
sequent periods,  private  viarks  were  placed  on  the  bones  by  men  of  ve- 
racity and  standing  in  the  town  of  Derby,  which  triarks  were  instantly  re- 
cognized after  the  lapse  of  several  months — and  that,  too,  after  a  section 
had  been  made  of  the  bones  by  a  very  eminent  surgeon  residing  in  New 
York  city.  I  am,  Sir,  your  ob't  serv't, 

Hallowell,  Me.,  June  5,  1844.  Clement  B.  Barrett. 


Effects  of  Strychnine  on  the  Bladder. — A  correspondent  at  Salem, 
Mass.,  calls  our  attention  to  several  cases  of  the  use  of  strychnine  in 
paralysis  of  the  bladder,  in  addition  to  the  case  referred  to  by  Dr.  Wood- 
ward in  a  late  number  of  this  Journal.  He  says,  "  An  article  on  the 
use  of  this  powerful  agent,  in  which  its  eflect  on  the  bladder  is  enume- 
rated among  other  properties,  may  be  found  in  Bell's  Medical  Library, 
Philadelphia,  January,  1839,  Vol.  III.,  No.  3.  Several  cases  have  also 
been  reported  in  that  admirable  periodical,  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Re- 
view. In  the  Dispensatory  of  the  United  Slates,  by  Drs.  Wood  and 
Bache,  under  the  article  nux  vomica,  it  is  staled  that  it  has  frequently 
efTected  cures  in  palsy  of  the  bladder,  incontinence  of  urine  from  paraly- 
sis of  the  sphincter,  and  other  cases  of  partial  palsy.  The  credit  of  first 
usinfj  strychnine  in  paralysis  of  the  bladder,  followed  by  incontinence  or 
retention  of  urine,  belongs  to  Professor  Ler  Ciiiari,  of  Bologna,  who  com- 
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munirated  his  cases  and  results  to  the  medical  public  in   Bulletino  delle 
Scienze  Mediche  di  Bolojjna." 


American  Maiiakins. — From  the  complimentary  notice  of  the  Messrs. 
Hyatt's  manakins,  at  Rochester.  N.  Y.,  it  is  evident  that  they  are  very 
successful  in  their  new  kind  of  business.  Dissections  made  by  Dr.  J.  U. 
Winslow,  of  thai  city,  have  been  accurately  copied  in  plaster,  and  when 
painted  skilfully,  are  represented  to  be  exceedingly  beautiful  imitations 
of  nature,  A  writer  asserts,  in  a  late  Rochester  paper,  that  a  manakin 
recently  finished  at  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Hyatt,  "  for  scientific 
and  mechanical  ingenuity,  is  not  excelled,  even  by  the  French,  while  for 
faithful  coloring  and  anatomical  accuracy,  it  is  decidedly  superior.  It 
represents  the  vascular,  nervous,  absorbent,  muscular  and  osseousjsystems, 
together  with  the  cranial,  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera,  in  their  absolute 
and  relative  position."  This  is  high  praise,  and  increases  a  desire  to 
have  duplicate  specimens  of  their  work  placed  on  sale  in  Boston.  If 
equal  to  the  French,  they  should  certainly  have  the  preference — and  if 
superior,  they  would  soon  monopolize  the  market. 


Castleton  Medical  College. — We  are  requested  to  state  that  a  degree 
was  never  conferred  on  Mr.  Murphy,  at  the  Castleton  Medical  College,  as 
announced  in  the  Journal  some  few  months  ago.  We  are  happy  to  cor- 
rect the  mistake,  and  feel  indignant  that  any  correspondent  should  have 
imposed  upon  us  in  that  manner. 

To  Correspondents. — The  criticisms  on  Dr.  Wright's  case  of  ruptured  uterus, 
from  a  correspondent  in  Maine,  are  inadmissible. — The  writer  of  cases  of  wound- 
ed joints  omitted,  probably  through  inadvertence,  to  attach  his  name  to  them. 

Married, — At  Salem,  Joseph  Poland,  M.D.,  of  South  Reading,  to  Miss  Emily 
C.  Phelps,  of  Gloucester. — In  Frankfort,  Me.,  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Tewksbury,  of 
Frankfort,  to  Miss  Diana  E.  Shaw,  of  Oxford. 

DtED, — At  Miami  Township,  Ohio,  Dr.  Stephen  Wood,  83. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  June  15,  29. — Males,  16;  Females,  13.     Stillborn,  3. 

Of  consumption,  4 — dropsy,  3— dropsy  in  the  brain,  2— scarlet  fever,  5 — accidental,  1 — erysipelas,  1 
— marasmus,  1— intemperance,  1— cholera  morbus,  1 — tumor,  1 — child-bed,  3— inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — infantile,  1— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — measles,  1— scald,  1. 

Under  .5  years,  13— between  .5  and  20  years,'2— between  20  and  60  years,  12 — over  60  years,  2. 

REGISTER    OF    THE    WEATHER, 
Kept  at  the  Slate  Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester,  Mass.  Lnt.  42°  15  49".  Elevation  483 //. 
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Range  of  Thermometer  has  been  from  .35  to 
amount  of  water  fallen  during  the  month  has  been  3.67  inches.     Apple  trees  in  blossom  on  2d;  tulips, 
8lh  ;  Russian  ruse,  15lh.     White  frost  on  the  21st. 
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The  Neapolitan  Phlehotomist. — The  taste  for  bloodletting  is  universal 
at  Naples.  On  every  the  slightest  indisposition,  or  fear  of  indisposition, 
all  men,  women  and  children,  run  to  the  Salassatore,  or  phlehotomist,  to 
have  a  little  blood  drawn  from  the  bnck  of  their  hand  ;  so  that  there  is 
not  a  lad  or  a  young  girl  of  10  or  12  years  of  age  whose  hands  do  not 
bear  testimony  to  the  repeated  applications  of  the  Salassatore's  lancet. 
For  a  faith  which  has  not  a  single  heretic  in  the  community,  of  course 
there  is  a  priesthood — a  numerous  priesthood.  The  number  of  educated 
medical  men  would  never  suffice  to  perform  its  offices.  This  has  led  to 
the  establishment  of  a  special  corporation,  whose  business  it  is  to  handle 
the  lancet,  and  attach  the  leech.  The  phlebotomists  have  therefore  estab- 
lishments in  every  street,  in  every  open  place  at  Naples.  How  often  have 
I  paused  before  the  singular  insignia  by  which  the  shops  of  these  priests  of 
the  lancet  are  distinguished  !  Imagine  to  yourself  the  figure  of  a  man, 
naked  as  when  he  dwelt  in  paradise,  but  spirting  forth  from  every  vein 
which  steel  can  reach  parabolic  jets  of  blood,  an  ample  pool  of  which  is 
at  the  same  time  collected  on  the  ground.  Imagine  further,  by  the  side 
of  this  awful  figure,  the  effigies  of  the  artist  appropriately  habited,  lancet 
in  hand,  and  on  his  knee  before  his  work,  like  Pygmalion  before  his  statue, 
and  you  will  have  a  notion  of  the  way  in  which  the  Salassatore  here 
brings  the  fine  arts  to  his  assistance  !  I  was  curious  to  penetrate  into  one 
of  these  sanctuaries  of  minor  surgery,  and  see  its  priest  close  at  hand, 
and  seeking  some  pretext  for  my  intrusion,  I  demanded  a  few  leeches.  I 
found  the  phlehotomist  at  the  further  extremity  of  his  shop,  gravely  ex- 
tended upon  a  settee  of  straw,  and  wailing  for  a  customer  with  that  Nea- 
politan indifTerence  which  resembles  at  once  indolence  and  sleep,  or  is  in 
fact  a  mixture  of  the  two.  The  shop  was  poorly  furnished,  but  the  walls 
were  occupied  from  the  floor  to  the  roof  with  a  frame-work  of  little  com- 
partments or  pigeon  holes,  filled  with  compresses  and  bandages  rolled 
neatly  up.  I  ventured  a  question  on  the  subject,  and  learned  with  amaze- 
ment that  each  compartment  represented  a  customer,  whose  fillet  and 
compress  were  there  in  readiness.  I  stepped  back  a  pace,  before  the  san- 
guinary statistics  which  the  answer  of  the  Neapolitan  Salassatore  pre- 
sented to  my  mind's  eye,  and  did  justice  at  length  to  the  moderation  of 
our  Parisian  phlebotomists  who  draw  blood  on  the  coup  sitr  coup  system  ! 
—M.  Carrie,  in  Gaz.  MM.  de  Paris,  No.  13,  1844. 


Dr.  Dewees\s  Residence  in  Mobile. — Manv  of  our  readers  have  the  name 
of  Dewees  so  intimately  associated  with  Philadelphia,  as  the  theatre  of 
those  labors  which  finally  made  him  the  first  man  of  America,  in  his  line, 
that  they  may  be  surprised  at  the  head  line  of  this  paragraph.  In  writing 
it  I  feel  that  I  am  but  discharging  a  filial  duty,  for  I  was  his  pupil  through 
the  winter  of  1805-6.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  after  an  apoplectic  at- 
tack a  few  years  before  his  death,  he  emigrated  to  this  city,  in  the  hope 
that  its  mild  climate  might  renovate  his  crippled  brain  and  nervous  system. 
He  immediately  became  the  consulting  physician  of  the  place,  and  patients 
were  brought  to  him  from  the  interior,  from  Pensacola,  and  even  New 
Orleans.  Change  of  scene  and  climate,  with  these  gratifying  manifesta- 
tions of  confidence  in  his  skill,  renovated  his  hopes,  but  failed  to  restore 
either  his  former  health  or  mental  power. — Dr.  Drake's  Travelling  Let- 
ters, in  Western  Journal. 
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CERFHRAt-   HF.MORRHAGE. 

The  second  voUinie  of  MM.  Rilliet  and  Ban hez's  Treatise  on  (he  Dis- 
eases  o(  Childivn,  contains  a   very    valuaUle    t-S'iay  on    cetebia!    heniur- 
rhatje  in  cliii(iren,  a  s^d'ject    that    Itas  not  received  all  I  lie  attention  \\lii<li 
it  deserves,  siiurr  nmny  pecoliaiitit-s  distm<iuisii   the  different  lorais  of  iliis 
disease  in  the  child,  from  the  same  (ovins  in  the  adult.      Heniorrltaue  may 
occur  in  all  sittiations  within  the  craniiun  ;   as  between  the  sknil  and  dura 
mater,  between    tlie   duia   tnattT  and    arachnoid,  into   the  cavity    of  the 
ai-achnoid,  inio  the   tissue  of  the  |)ia  mater;  or  into  tiie  substance  of  the 
ferain,  or  the  cavity  of  the   ventricles.     Of  all   these  forms  the  most  fre- 
quent, and  fioni  its  frequency  the   most   impoitant,  is  the  heinorrhaiie  into 
the  cavity    of  the   aiachnoid.      It    has  neverdieli'ss   been   overlooked   by 
many  writers,  and    but   shjihtly    noticed    by  others  ;   jtrobably  in  some  in- 
stances owin<(  to  the  fact  tiiat  the  effused  blood   underu;oes  chanjres  whirh 
assimilate  it  in  appearance   to  fdse  mendiraiie,  for  which  it  lias  t>een  mis- 
taken by    some   observers.      MM.  Rilliet   atsd  Bartiiez  base  their  reituukg 
on  twefny  observations,  seventeen  of  wiiieh  came  under  their  ov\ts  notice, 
while    for   the    particulars   of  t!>e  reu»aining   three,  they  are  indebted  to  a 
frieiid.     From   an    examination    of  these  cases  it  appears,  tliat  p»ne,  un- 
chan;red  blood,  is  seldom  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid  ;  it  usually 
underifoes  rapid  alterations  ;  the  seixim  separaiintr  fnun  the  cras>;a(nenlnm, 
while   (he    latter    becomes    by    dei^^rees  converted  into  a  thin,  elastic,  filse 
membrane,    which   souK'times   resembles   the   arachnoid  ;  at   oilier  times 
closely  resembles  a  fibrous    membratie.      Tiie    first  form  in  which  the  clot 
IS  found  is  that  of  a  dark-red,  ahuost  black,  coagulum,  of  varyinji  extent, 
usually    thicker   at    the   centre   tlfan    the   circumference,  adherent   to  the 
arachnoid  (almost   always  to  its  paiietal    layer),  but  easily  detached  from 
it,  and  leavini^    the  serous  membrane,  with  which  it  had  Ix  en  in  contact, 
smooth,  polished,  and   unaltered.     Sometimes    there    is    bul  one  clot  ;  at 
other  times  there  are   seveial  ;   in    eitbei-  case  the  ed^^es  often  extend  into 
a  tiiin,  yellow,  or   transparent    false   membrane  ;  so    thin    indeed    that   at 
first  siu;lu  i(s  edijes  cannot  be   dislintruished,  and   it   mii^ht    l)e  confounded 
with  the  arachnoid,  and  lead  to  tlie  supposition   (bat  the  effusion  of  blood 
liad  taken  place  Ijetween  the  arachnoid  and  the  <!ura  maier.  if  it  were  not 
found  that  the  clot  and  false  membrane  are  removed  toffeiher.     This  con- 
tinuity of  substance  between  the  clot  and  false  membrane  points  out  the 
21 
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common  orijijin  of  the  two,  and  warr.inls  the  conclusion  that  the  latter  is 
identical  with  the  former;  its  apparent  difFeience  heini;  merely  the  result 
of  the  absorption  of  the  coloring;  matter  of  the  blood.  This  is  most 
clearly  seen  to  be  the  case  whenever  portions  of  coa(;uliim  are  inter- 
spersed ihrouoji  different  parts  of  the  false  membrane.  Clots  of  a  deep- 
red  color,  a  thick  very  lacerable  membrane  of  a  reddish-yellow  color, 
and  infiltrated  with  serum,  and  a  thin,  more  transparent,  and  less  colored 
false  membrane,  then,  make  up  one  contiuous  layer.  It  often  happens 
that  in  the  course  of  time,  the  thin,  delicate,  false  membrane  grows 
opaque  and  resisting;,  and,  assuming  a  pearly  lustre,  allogetlipr  loses  its 
resemblance  to  the  arachnoid,  but  presents  instead  considerable  similarity 
to  the  dura  mater.  This  change  is  probably  brought  about  by  the  de- 
position and  subsequent  alteration  of  successive  layers  of  blood  ;  at 
least  MM.  Rilliet  and  Barthez  have  found  membranes  of  this  kind  pre- 
senting a  distinctly-stratified  structure  in  the  adult,  though  they  have  not 
met  with  any  well-marked  specimen  of  it  in  the  child.  Clots  and  these 
false  membranes  for  the  most  part  coexist,  and  are  found  usually  on  the 
convex  surface  of  the  brain,  sometimes  on  its  plane  surface  also,  but 
never  on  that  alone.  They  are  generally  present  on  both  hemispheres, 
and  do  not  occur  on  one  side  more  frequently  than  on  the  other.  Some- 
times they  are  perfectly  dry,  but  in  a  nnijority  of  cases  the  cavity  of  the 
arachnoid  contains  some  fluid,  which  varies  much  in  color.  This  fluid 
is  seldom  present  in  any  large  quantity,  and  the  cases  in  which  it  is  abun- 
dant are  those  of  very  young  children,  in  whom  the  ossification  of  the 
skull  is  incomplete.  In  one  instance  of  this  kind,  the  arachnoid  cavity 
contained  nearly  a  pint,  in  another,  nearly  a  quart,,  of  fluid,  and  such  an 
occurrence  constitutes  one  fotm  of  chronic  hydrocephalus. 

The  symptoms  of  the  affection  are  extremely  obscure,  except  when 
the  effusion  of  fluid  gives  rise  to  hydrocephalus,  when  diagnosis  is  aided 
by  the  sensible  enlargement  of  the  head.  In  this  case,  however,  though 
important,  it  is  often  very  difficult  to  distinguish  between  chronic  hydro- 
cephalus arising  from  other  causes  and  that  which  proceeds  from  san- 
guineous effusion,  since  the  hemorrhage  may  occur  at  different  times, 
and  the  enlargement  of  the  head  may  consequently  take  place  gradually. 
The  symptoms  of  ordinary  chronic  hydrocephalus  develope  themselves 
more  slowly  than  those  which  result  from  meningeal  apoplexy,  and  it 
will  likewise  help  diagnosis  if  further  observation  should  substantiate  the 
authors'  statement,  that  meningeal  apoplexy  never  occurs  in  children 
more  than  two  years  old,  while  chronic  hydrocephalus  from  other  causes 
is  by  no  means  rare  above  that  age. 

Hemorrhage  into  the  substance  of  the  brain,  so  frequent  an  occurrence 
in  the  old  subject,  loses  much  of  its  importance  in  the  child.  It  does 
not  happen  half  as  often  as  hemonhage  into  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid, 
and  is  of  comparatively  small  moment,  being  generally  a  secondary  phe- 
nomenon, sii|)ervening  in  tlie  course  of  some  disease  which  would  in 
itself  {)rove  fatal  to  life,  and  taking  place  only  a  few  day  before  death. 
Sometimes,  too,  it  is  completely  latent,  and  the  morbid  anatomist  is  the 
first  to  discover  the  existence  of  a  lesion,  which  had  escaped  the  observa-' 
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tion  of  the  practitioner.  It  may  occur  as  capillary  apoplexy,  or  a  cir- 
cumscribed extravasation  of  bloorl  may  take  place  ;  but  it  is  seldom  that 
either  form  exists  uncomplicated  with  tubercular  deposit,  or  meningitis, 
or  some  other  disease  of  the  brain.  Its  symptoms  when  it  occurs  in  tlie 
idiopathic  form  are  most  various  and  uncertain,  and  allogeiher  unlike 
those  which  characterize  apo[)lexy  in  tlie  adult  ;  while  apoplectic  symp- 
toms have  existed  in  some  instances  during  life,  where  a  "post-mortem 
examination  has  failed  to  discover  any  trace  of  effusion  of  blood.  In  the 
secondary  form,  too,  the  symptoms  are  not  more  decisive. 

Perhaps  we  cannot  go  further  in  the  differential  diagnosis  of  the  vari- 
ous forms  of  cerebral  hemorrhage,  than  the  mere  statement  that  convul- 
sive symptoms  more  frequently  attend  hemorrhage  into  the  membranes, 
and  inflammatory  symptoms  hemorrhage  into  the  substance  of  the  brain. 
The  diagnosis  of  cerebral  hemorrhage  from  other  affections  of  the  brain 
is  scarcely  more  easy  ;  for  the  convulsive  form  may  be  confounded  with 
idiopathic  convulsions  or  with  those  dependent  on  the  presence  of  cere- 
bral tubercles  ;  the  inflammatory  form  with  certain  cases  of  softening  of 
the  brain  and  encephalitis  or  meningitis;  when  attended  with  paralysis 
tiiat  symptom  may  be  referred  to  softening  of  the  brain,  and  the  hydro- 
cephalus which  sometimes  results  from  it  may  be  confounded  with  ordi- 
nary chronic  hydrocephalus  of  the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

Among  the  causes  of  cerebral  hemorrhage  there  are  scarcely  any  more 
influential  than  obstruction  to  the  circulation,  however  produced.  Hence 
compression  of  the  superior  vena  cava  by  enlarged  bronchial  glands,  or 
of  any  of  the  large  venous  trunks  by  enlargement  of  some  of  the  abdo- 
minal viscera,  has  a  strong  tendency  to  induce  it.  Sometimes  it  is  the 
result  of  disease  of  the  sinuses  of  the  dura  mater,  at  other  times  it  follows 
the  injudicious  repulsion  of  eruptions  on  the  scalp.  Occasionally  it  oc- 
curs suddenly,  and  in  children  in  perfect  health  ;  but  usually  it  is  asso- 
ciated with  a  debilitated  state  of  the  system,  and  is  very  often  connected 
with  tubercle,  the  deposit  of  which  in  the  l)rain  suffices  in  many  cases 
for  iis  production  without  the  occurrence  of  any  other  cause. — Briiish 
and  Foreifrn  Medical  Review. 


WOUNDED  JOINTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  send  you  the  following  cases  of  wounded  joints,  which  you  are 
at  liberty  to  publish  or  nor,  as  you  see  fit. 

I. — April  27ih,  1830.  S.  A.  Esq.,  was  thrown  from  his  waggon,  in 
consequence  of  his  horse  taking  fright  and  turning  short  around,  which 
threw  the  body  of  the  waggon  from  the  fore  axle.  A  heavy  seat  fell  upon 
the  left  ankle,  striking  it  upon  the  outer  side,  breaking  the  fibula  into  three 
pieces,  and  forcing  the  lower  end  of  the  tibia  entirely  through  the  integu- 
ments, on  the  inner  side,  shattering  the  lower  end  of  the  malleolus  con- 
giderably,  and  completely  exposing  the  internal  surfaces  of  the  joint.  The 
wound,  through  which  tue  extremity  of  the  tibia  projected,  was  five  inches 
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in  length.  In  addition  to  this  sufficiently  formidable  wound,  the  left  elbow 
was  dislocated,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  back  a  ^food  deal  biuised.  He 
was  iimnediately  lifted  into  a  chaise,  and  carried  to  his  house,  about  a  mile 
distant.  He  was  an  intelligent  man,  about  44  years  of  age,  rather  fleshy  ; 
of  a  scrofulous  habit,  having  a  scrofulous  abscess  in  the  sternum,  which 
bad  dischar!];ed  a  little  for  many  years.  He  was  also  afflicted  with  a 
])olypus  in  the  nose.  The  patient  insisted  that  1  sliould  amputate  the 
lei; ;  but  1  determined  to  attempt  to  save  it.  Ti)e  parts  were  placed  in 
apposiiion,  some  frnomenis  of  the  edge  of  the  malleolus  were  removed, 
lint  and  strips  of  plaster  applied  to  the  wound,  the  limb  placed  upon  pil- 
lows, and  kept  wet  with  spirit  and  water.  I  now  adapted  a  thick  splint 
of  bass  wood  to  the  outer  side  of  the  leg.  This  splint  was  concave  on 
the  surface  next  to  the  leg,  and  contained  a  cup-shaped  cavity  to  receive 
the  mallenlus.  Its  lower  end  projected  about  an  inch  and  a  half  below 
the  bottom  of  the  foot.  This  end  was  cut  into  the  form  of  a  tenon,  two 
inches  in  width,  and  four  lines  in  thickness.  A  piece  of  wood  was  then 
formed  into  a  shape  somewhat  resembling  the  sole  of  a  shoe,  half  an  inch  in 
thickne'^s,  coniaininir  a  mortise  near  its  outer  eflge  to  receive  the  tenon  of 
the  splint.  A  pin  parsed  through  the  tenon  below  the  sole,  and  kept  it 
firmly  in  its  place.  Three  straps  nailed  to  the  ouier  surface  of  the  splint, 
served  to  secure  it  to  the  leg,  and  a  roller  confined  the  foot  to  the  sole. 
This  sifuple  contrivance  gave  perfect  support  to  the  foot,  and  fixed  it 
steadily  at  a  proper  at)gle  with  the  leg.  The  patient  was  put  upon  a 
diet  of  gruel,  and  Epsom  salts,  which  was  continued  for  thirty  days.  As 
soon  as  the  elbow  was  so  far  recovered  that  be  could  use  the  arm,  I  lifted 
the  leg  fro(n  the  bed,  and  by  the  aid  of  his  hands  and  the  other  leg,  he 
moved  himself  from  the  bed  into  a  chair,  and  the  bed  was  well  made  up. 
Tliis  was  repeated  daily,  and  contributed  very  much  to  his  comfort. 

In  about  two  months  the  wound  was  so  far  healed,  that  Mr.  A.  got 
upon  his  crutches  ;  several  small  portions  of  bone  exfoliated  from  the 
lower  edu'e  of  the  malleolus.  In  about  three  months  gentle  flexion  of  the 
joint  was  attempted.  The  patient  being  a  man  of  firmness  and  resolu- 
tion, aided  by  bis  own  will  the  efforts  of  the  surgeon,  and  by  steady  per- 
severance, regained  at  least  two  thirds  the  natural  motion  of  the  joints. 
In  the  following  April,  he  was  able  to  walk  three  miles  at  a  time,  wiih 
but  a  slight  halt  in  his  gait,  and  to  labor  in  the  field  several  hours  at  a 
time. 

This  case  may  teach  us  not  hastily  to  despair  of  saving  a  Vinxh,  how- 
ever severely  a  joint  may  be  wounded.  The  intelligence  and  firnmess 
of  the  patient,  together  with  an  abun<lant  supply  of  all  necessary  means 
and  appliances,  doubtless  contributed  to  the  favorable  result. 

The  following  circumstance  is  mentioned  as  a  matter  of  curiosity. 
At  the  time  of  the  accident,  the  patient  was  much  annoyed  by  a  soft 
polypus  in  the  nose,  which  had  been  removed  two  years  before,  by  the 
forceps,  but  ha<l  a'own  again.  Under  the  influence  of  the  spare  diet, 
and  confinement,  it  shrunk  away  so  as  to  give  him  little  or  no  inconveni- 
ence. After  he  resumed  his  ordinary  diet,  and  went  into  the  open  air,  it 
grew  again,  and  troubled  him  as  before. 
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II.— On   23d   June,  1S43,  was  called  to  H.  Allen,  aged  7  years,  and 
of  delicate  constitution.     Twenty-four  hours  before,  he  had  placed  his  left 
knee  upon    a   chair,  in  which  a  relative  had  just  laid  a  woollen  garment, 
which  she  had  been  mending   with  a  large 'needle,  which  she  liad  left 
sticking  upon    the  garment.     As  he  threw  his  weight  upon  his  knee,  the 
needle   entered   it  near   the  inner  edge  of  the   patella,   passing  a  little 
obliquely  just  under  its  edge,  and    penetrated   the  cartilage  cov^'erlng  the 
jnternal  condyle  of  the  femur,  and    broke— leaving  about  three  fourths  of 
an  inch  sticking   in    the  cartilage.     The  father  of  the  lad  had  examined 
the  knee  very  carefully,  and  could  not  discover  the  fragment  of  the  nee- 
dle, which  was   the  reason   he   had   not  called   me  sooner.     The  joint 
could  not  be  moved  without  excruciating  pain,  was  slightly  swollen,  and 
in  the   neighborhood   of  the   puncture   very    tender  to°the  touch.     On  a 
critical  examination,  I  was  confident   I   could  feel  the  needle,  about  half 
an  inch   from   the   puncture  in  the  integument.     I  immediately  cut  down 
upon  It,  and  was   fortunate  enough  to  find  it  and  seize  it  with  the  forceps 
It  was  firmly  fixed   in   the  cartilage,  having  penetrated   it  about  half  an 
inch.     There  was  considerable  synovial   fluid  discharcred.     The  wound 
was  covered   with   adhesive  plaster,  and   cloths  dipped  in  cold  water  ap- 
plied, and  a  pillow  placed  under  the  knee. 

^    The  next  day  1  found   considerable  swelling  and  inflammation  of  the 
joint.     He   had    been   kept  awake   by  pain,  which  was  very  severe,  and 
there  was  a  high   degree  of  constitutional  irritation.     Fomentations  were 
applied  to  the  knee,  and  suitable  means  adopted  to  allay  the  constitutional 
irritation.     The  swelling,  however,  continued   to   increase,  and  extended 
up  to  tlie  groin.     The  whole  thigh  became  exceedingly  tender  and  pain- 
Jui.     On  the  fifth  day,  the  cavity  of  the  joint  was   greatly  distended  with 
fluid,  and  the   mind   of  the   patient   was  wandering.     J  now  made  a  free 
opening  into  the  joint,  and  discharged  at  least  four  ounces  of  bloody  serum 
and  synovial  fluid.     This  gave   him   great   and  immediate  relief.     From 
this  tune   the  constitutional   disturbance  began  to  subside.     The  swellincr 
gradually   diminished,  and   under  the   use   of  leeches   and   poultices   the 
inflammation  of  the  joint  abated.     In  about  four  weeks,  the  joint,  havin^ 
been  kept  in  a  fixed  position,  had  become  incapable  of  voluntary  motion" 
Ihe  leg  was  partially  flexed  upon  the   thigh,  the  muscles  contracted,  and 
the   whole  hmb    greatly    wasted.     Under   the   use  of  friction,  and  force 
gently   applied,  motion  was  gradually   restored,  and  in  about  two  months 
he  began  to   move   by  the  aid  of  a  crutch.      In  about  four  weeks  lon-rer 
he  threw  aside  his  crutch,  and   was  able  to  run  about,  and  attend  school! 
llie  recovery  was  perfect. 

This  case  illustrates  the  danger  of  punctured  wounds  to  joints.  It 
shows  also  the  benefit  of  evacuating  collections  of  fluid  in  the  cavities 
of  joints,  under  certain  circumstances.  When  the  distension,  pain  and 
constitutional  irritation  are  great,  if  the  fluid  can  be  rapidly  evacuated, 
and  the  orifice  immediately  closed  up  from  the  air,  there  is  probably  less 
danger  than  in  leaving  it  to  be  absorbed.  In  this  case  1  drew  the  in- 
tegument to  one  side,  as  far  as  practicable,  before  making  the  opening. 
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After  the  fluid  vas  dischnrgerl,  the  internal  orifice  was  covered  by  the  skin 
and  a  strip  of  plaster  was  applied. 

Under  the  most  favorable  ciroumstances,  the  opening  into  the  cavity 
of  a  large  joint  is  a  dangerous  affair,  and  1  do  not  envy  the  surgeon  who 
finds  himself  under  the  necessity  of  doing  it ;  but  here,  as  in  many  surgi- 
cal rases,  a  bold  and  decided  course  is  often  more  successful  than  a  timid 
and  temporizing  one. 

Gloucester,  June,  1844. 


CAUSE   OF   COLOR  IN   THE   HUMAN   FAMILY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, —  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  send  you  my  observations  on  the 
cause  of  color,  as  it  appears  in  the  different  varieties  of  the  human  race. 
In  so  doing,  it  is  with  some  diffidence  I  appear  before  the  scientific  read- 
ers of  your  Journal,  and  particularly  as  the  idea  I  shall  advance  is  one 
that  was  suggested  to  my  mind,  as  a  deduction  from  certain  facts  that 
had  already  been  discovered,  and  not  one  that  1  have  seen  brought  for- 
ward by  any  writer  with  whom  1  am  acquainted  ;  saving  that,  as  a  gen- 
eral observation,  most  ])ersons  attribute  the  cause  to  the  clrmale,  without 
pointing  out  either  the  why  or  the  wherefore — while,  on  the  other  hand, 
many,  distinguished  in  the  literary  and  scientific  world,  have  attributed 
the  cause  to  some  freak  of  nature,  a  lusus  vaiurce,  or  accidental  circuiB- 
stance,  or  a  direct  interposition  of  the  Deity. 

In  casting  our  eye  at  the  lower  animals,  we  find  that  they  are  all  fitted 
for  the  climate  and  the  circumstances  under  which  they  are  placed.  We 
have  elephants  covered  with  hair,  and  those  that  are  not;  we  have 
the  black  and  polar  bear ;  the  rabbit,  changing  the  color  of  his  fur 
in  winter  and  summer;  we  have  the  eider  covered  with  down,  and  birds 
whose  feathers  change,  or  do  not  at  times  aflx)id  so  warm  a  covering. 
Then,  again,  the  lower  animals  are  fitted  for  the  kind  of  life  they  lead  ; 
the  camel  and  the  reindeer  coul'l  not  change  places;  each  is  adapted  to 
the  place  and  latitude  where  it  exists.  And  shall  nian  be  less  cared  for 
than  they?  shall  he  be  the  oidy  being  on  the  earth,  in  whose  forma- 
tion a  lack  of  wisdom  is  displayed  ?  Is  he  defectively  inade?  Or  is  it 
left  lo  chance  to  determine  bis  color?  Or  is  there  a  constant  and  di- 
rect agency  at  work  that  iT)Oulds  the  man,  and  gives  him  the  color  thai  is 
best  fitted  for  him,  under  the  cii^cimisfances  in  which  he  is  placed  ?  Judg- 
ing from  analogy,  and  the  care  taken  of  the  lower  animals,  we  must 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  latter  Is  the  case,  that  there  was  but  one 
father  of  the  human  race,  and  that  we  can  see  in  the  varieties  of  climate 
on  our  globe,  a  sufficient  cause  why  men  should  differ,  and  differ  as  widely 
as  they  do.  The  circum<Jtances  and  the  mode  of  life  of  no  two  nations 
are  precisely  alike,  and  the  consequence  is,  a  nice  observer  can  distin- 
guish the  natives  of  one  from  those  of  the  other,  let  their  complexion  be 
what  it  m:iy.  And  should  not  the  diversity  of  climate  produce  a  like 
result?     As  a  general   fact,  we  find   it   does.     The  change  of  color  is 
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gndiril,  from  the  equator  to  the  temperate  zones.  The  Moor  is  lighter 
Uiitti  ihe  Ethiopian,  the  Spaniard  than  the  Moor,  the  Frencliman^than 
the  Spaniard,  and  ihe  German  than  the  Frenciiman  ;  makini,',  as  will  be 
pprceivf-d,  with  some  5ii:,dit  exceptions,  a  gradual  succession  of  changes, 
from  {he  intensnly  black  to  (he  purest  wliite,  as  you  recede  from  the 
equator  Ui  the  frigid  zone. 

The  cause  to  which  I  would  attribute  (he  difTerence  in  the  color  of  the 
differt'n(  races  of  men,  if  5  may  so  speak,  is  purely  chemical  ;  it  is  by 
the  chemical  action  of  tiie  sun's  rays  that  man  is  made  black,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  body  of  an  equal  temperature,  thereby  preserving  it  in  health 
and  sireugth,  and  a<Iapting  it  for  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is 
placed.  No  one,  who  h;is  made  any  observation  on  the  subject,  but 
must  have  marked  the  difference  between  an  individual  brought  up  in 
the  shade,  anri  one  exposed  to  (he  rays  of  the  suu,  even  in  our  climate. 
The  fanner,  who  goes  out  and  exposes  himself  to  the  sun,  does  not  put  on 
the  same  fair  exterior  that  he  does  who  is  confined  wilJiiu  doors;  in  (act, 
the  part  exposed  will  differ  from  tliat  not  so. 

It  is  a  well-ascertained  fact,  that  black  substances  transmit  heat  much 
faster  (liau  white  ones.  Water  placed  in  a  black  vessel,  before  the  fire, 
will  boil  uKich  faster  than  in  one  that  is  bright;  a  piece  of  black  cloth, 
laid  upon  the  snow,  will  sink  down  much  quicker  than  one  that  is  w  bite. 
Dr.  Howard,  of  England,  constmcted  a  differential  (hermometer,  by 
which  he  ascertained  the  comparative  difference  in  the  time  it  took  to 
cool  water  placed  in  a  tin  vessel,  six  inches  cube,  when  coated  over  by 
different  substances.  Having  placed  it  in  a  line  of  the  axis  of  a  concave 
rnirjor,  he  placed  one  of  the  bulbs  of  his  diffc^rential  thennomeler  in  its 
focus,  an<J  the  following  is  a  general  view  of  the  results.  Lamp  black, 
100  deg.;  writing  paper,  98  ;  rosin,  96;  crown  glass,  96  ;  Clima  iid<, 
9S;  red  lead,  80 ;  clean  lead,  19;  iron  polished,  15:  zinc  pJaie,  12; 
gold,  silver,  copper,  12.  That  is,  the  side  of  the  tube  that  was  covered 
with  lamp  black,  when  turned  towards  the  thermometer,  raised  it  100 
degrees,  in  the  same  time  that  it  raised  it  12  when  the  side  that  was 
covered  with  copper,  zinc,  silver  and  gold  was  turned  towards  it.  Simi- 
lar results  were  obtained  by  Leslie  and  Rumford,  in  a  similar  ujanner. 
Vessels,  of  similar  shapes  and  capacities,  but  of  different  uuiterials,  were 
filled  w'iih  hot  liquid,  and  (heir  rates  of  refrigeration  noticed.  A  blacken- 
ed tin  globe  cooled  a  certain  nutnber  of  deW^es  in  80  minutes,  whilst  a 
briirht  one  took  nearly  doidde  the  time,  or  156  minutes.  A  nak.-d  brass 
cylinder  in  55  minutes  cooled  10  degrees,  while  its  fellow,  cased  in  linen, 
was  36  f  minutes  in  cooling  the  same  quantity. 

IVow  it  is  well  known  that  the  heat  of  the  body  is  about  98  degrees, 
and  diat  it  cannot  be  raised  or  lowered  much  vvilhnut  injnrinii  its  different 
functions.  It  is  also  known  that  the  lem|ieratuie  of  the  aimosphere,  at 
or  near  the  equator,  is  between  80  and  90  deo.s.  for  the  most  part  of  the 
year,  seldom  rising  above  or  falling  much  below  ;  consequenily,  there  is 
but  8  or  20  degrees  difference  between  the  heat  of  the  body  and  the 
surrounding  atmosphere.  It  is  also  known  by  every  one,  that  by  exercise 
the  heal  of  the  body  is   raised,  and  consequently,  if  it  had   not  an  easy 
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passage  to  escape,  it  would  have,  when  there  was  so  little  difference  be- 
tween it  and  the  temperature  of  the  air,  a  tendency  to  increase,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  produce  disease  and  death. 

As  this  may  not  be  perfectly  clear,  I  will  state  that  among  a  variety 
of  experiments  made  by  a  Mr.  Cheruel,on  tallow  or  fat,  he  found  it  was 
composed  for  the  most  part  of  two  principles,  an  oily  substance  that  re- 
mained fluid  at  the  ordinary  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  and  an- 
other fatly  substance,  much  less  fusible;  that  one  of  these  substances 
melts  at  about  42  degs.,  the  other  at  100  degs.  One  of  these  he  named 
stearine,  and  the  other  elain,  from  the  two  Greek  words  "  stear,"  fat — 
"elain,"oil.  In  determining  the  melting  point  of  two  portions  of  fat, 
taken  from  different  portions  of  the  body,  he  found  them  to  differ,  and 
the  variations  to  take  place  in  different  portions  of  stearine  and  elain.  He 
found,  also,  a  difference  in  the  melting  point  of  fat,  taken  from  animals 
of  the  same  species.  When  portions  of  fat  of  different  sheep  were  melted 
separately  at  122  degs.,  in  some  specimens,  the  thermometer  descended  to 
98  degs.  5',  and  rose  as;ain  to  102  degs. ;  while  in  others  it  descended  to 
104  degs.  and  rose  to  106  degs.  The  thermometer  plunged  in  the  fat  of 
an  ox,  melted  at  122  degs.,  descended  to  98  degs.  5',  and  rose  again  to 
102  degs.  Requiring,  it  will  be  perceived,  a  degree  of  heat  equal  to 
122  degs.  to  melt  the  fatty  portion  of  the  system,  while  it  would  remain 
Quid  at  102  to  106  degs.' 

In  the  combinations  of  these  two  substances,  we  see  how  beautifully 
they  are  adapted  to  keep  the  body,  for  its  ease  and  comfort,  lubricated 
and  pliable  ;  and  it  is  probable  if  the  one  should  be  melted,  and  the  other 
congealed,  the  functions  of  the  body  would  with  difficulty  be  carried  on  ; 
and,  as  I  before  remarked,  exercise  producing  heat,  we  see  why  fleshy 
people  cannot  endure  so  much  in  a  warm  day,  as  those  that  are  spare, 
and  also  the  necessity  there  is  for  the  emission  of  heat  from  the  body, 
in  a  climate  the  heat  of  which  approaches  so  near  to  that  of  the  melting 
point  of  a  portion  of  our  .system  ;  and,  also,  why  in  the  more  northern 
latitudes  it  should  be  the  reverse. 

As  a  further  illustration  of  this  subject,  1  would  observe  it  has  been 
calculated,  by  physiologists,  that  the  lungs  and  skin  throw  off,  during 
twenty-four  hours,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty -two  ounces  of  vapor,  and 
that  every  ounce  of  vapor  thus  thrown  off,  contains  1000  degs.  of  heat; 
consequently  there  are  liom  25,000  to  32,000  degrees  of  heat,  that 
escapes  in  the  above  time.  Liebig  says,  in  his  late  work,  it  requires 
34,000  degrees  of  heat  to  be  generated  in  the  human  body,  to  keep  it  at 
the  temperature  of  98  degs.  for  twenty-four  hours — a  degree  of  heat,  if 
concentrated  at  one  lime,  on  one  point,  nearly  five  times  greater  than  that 
of  red-hot  iron.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  retaining  such  a  degree  of 
heat  in  the  system,  can  be  easily  imaf^ined. 

Now,  as  the  time  it  takes  for  heat  to  pass  from  one  medium  to  another. 
Is  as  the  difference  of  the  degrees  of  temperature  between  the  two  media, 
and  the  facility  with  which  it  passes  any  obstructing  substance  (that  is, 
the  greater  difference  there  is,  between  the  two  media,  and  as  the  ob- 
structing substance   approaches   to  black,  the  shorter  the  lime  taken  to 
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throw  off  the  excess,  and  the  reverse),  consequently,  when  one  substance 
possesses  100  de-jrees  of  heat,  and  another  50  degrees,  and  they  are 
placed  in  contact,  they  will  in  time,  if  there  is  no  lieat  escapes  in  any 
other  way,  become  of  an  average  temperature,  that  is,  75  degrees;  but 
it  will  take  double  the  length  of  time  for  the  last  12^  degrees  to  escape, 
that  it  did  for  the  first  12^  ;  that  is,  the  temperature  of  each  will  become 
62i  and  87J,  in  half  the  time  tiiat  62J  will  become  75,  and  87i  be  re- 
duced to  75.  And,  again,  as  the  heated  substance  is  surrounded  by  a 
black  or  white  coaling,  so  will  the  facility  of  the  transmission  of  the  heat 
be  accelerated  or  retarded  ;  the  black  accelerating,  the  white  retarding  it. 
Consequently,  it  will  be  at  once  perceived,  that  when  the  temperature  of 
the  atmosphere  approaches  so  near  to  that  of  the  human  body,  and  it  is 
so  important  that  all  the  functions  of  the  frame,  for  its  health,  ease  and 
convenience  should  be  carried  on  under  a  certain  temperature,  how  ad- 
mirably adapted  is  the  variety  of  color  observable  in  the  human  family, 
under  different  latitudes,  to  effect  these  objects;  and  as  the  laws  of  na- 
ture now  are,  these  objects  could  not  be  effected  in  any  other  manner,  so 
far  as  we  are  yet  able  to  learn. 

A  common  mistake  has  been  made  on  this  subject  by  many,  who, 
knowing  that  black  transmits  heat  easier  than  white,  have  been  unable  to 
account  for  the  black  skin  in  warm  latitudes  ;  forgetting,  all  the  time,  that 
the  body  is  warmer  than  the  surrounding  atmosphere,  and  within  itself  is 
constantly  generating  heat,  and  consequently  requires  an  easy  transmis- 
sion from  its  surface  to  keep  it  in  a  proper  teu)perature.  We  conse- 
quently never  hear  of  a  black  man  receiving  a  coup  de  so/eil,  as  is 
often  the  case  with  the  white;  neither  do  we  hear  of  the  skin  of  the 
dark  man  being  scorched  and  blistered  by  the  sun's  rays.  But  no  sooner 
does  a  white  man  expose  himself  to  its  influence,  than  his  skin  peals,  a 
new  one  is  formed,  and  the  man  is  tanned.  It  should  also  be  remember- 
ed, we  put  on  clothing  not  to  keep  the  cold  out,  but  to  keep  in  the  heat, 
or,  in  very  hot  climates,  we  put  it  on  to  keep  out  the  heat,  and  we  find 
the  IVegro,  in  choosing  the  white,  has  chosen  the  most  appropriate. 

But  this  law,  that  our  bodies  should  adapt  themselves  to  the  various 
circumstances  under  which  they  are  placed,  deserves  our  attention. 
There  is  something  called  a  living  principle,  which  has  as  yet  eluded, 
and  probably  ever  will,  all  observation,  and  which  has  a  tendency  to  pre- 
serve life  in  spite  of  the  various  causes  that  would  destroy  it.  For  in- 
stance, if  a  ftian  uses  his  hand,  instead  of  wearing  out,  as  an  inanimate 
machine  would  do,  by  use,  the  hand  grows  harder  and  firmer,  and  by  ex- 
ercise is  better  able  to  perform  the  work  to  which  we  would  apply  it,  let 
that  work  be  li^ht  or  heavy.  And  what  farmer  is  there  who  goes  to  his 
work  in  the  fields  in  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August,  that  does  not 
show  the  effects  of  his  exposure,  and  come  back  from  bis  employment 
with  a  darker  skin  than  he  had  when  he  went  ?  It  would  seem  as  if  light, 
by  changing  the  skin  dark,  or  what,  perhaps,  would  be  nearer  the  truth, 
by  causing  the  skin  to  secrete,  as  in  the  black  man  it  does,  a  black  fluid 
between  the  scarf  and  the  true  skin,  or  by  changing  the  chemical  nature 
of  the  substance  between  the  scarf  and  true  skin,  and  thereby  forming  a 
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different-shaped  particle  that  composes  the  substance  here  depo^ired,  pre- 
pares it  for  ihe  wants  of  the  body,  and  const-quently  the  slioniier  the 
Iji'lil  and  lieat,  the  darker  does  the  borly  become. 

°ln  ibis  connection,  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  black  man,  after  re- 
siding at  the  North,  or  the  white  man,  after  residini;  at  the  Souih,  al- 
though the  skin  may  retain  its  orij;inal  color,  at  least  in  a  ile^zr^e..  may  not 
expeneiice  inconvenience  by  exchanging  their  siiuatinn'* ;  because,  as  1 
sail  before,  tlie  bo<!y  in  some  measure  adapts  itself  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  is  placed. 

Dr.  Ure,  a  distinguished  writer  and  chemist,  of  England,  says,  "evaix>- 
ration  and'  rarefaction  are  grand  agf^its  employed  by  naiure,  to  temper 
the  excessive  heats  of  the  torrid  zone."  Again,  "  the  equihl)rfuiu  of  ani- 
mal temperature  is  maintained  by  a  copious  discharge  of  vapor  horn 
the  lungs  and  skin.  The  suppression  of  the  exhalations  is  a  couMv.on 
cause  of  many  forniidabie  diseases,  among  these  fpvers  take  the  lead. 
The  ardor  of  the  body  in  this  case  of  suppressed  perspiration,  souietimes 
exceeds  the  standard  of  heahh  6  or  7  degrees.  The  (hrecf  and  natural 
means  of  allaying  this  moibid  temperature,  were  first  systematically  en- 
joined by  Dr.  Cul-rie,  of  Liverpool.  He  showed  that  the  dashing  or  effu- 
sion of  cold  water  on  the  skin  of  a  fever  patient  has  most  salntar)  effect*, 
when  the  heat  is  above  9S  ;  and  when  there  is  no  sensitiveness  of  chilli- 
ness or  moisture  on  the  surface."  Arguing,  undoubtedly,  as  he  might, 
that  as  the  whites  in  the  southern-latitude  were  more  subject  to  fevers 
than  the  blacks,  and  that  this  might  be  owing  to  the  difiVreut  degrees  of 
facility  with  which  the  heat  was  conducted  from  the  body,  and  as  evapo- 
ration had  a  tendency  to  lower  the  temperature  of  substances  from  which 
it  should  take  place,  so.  by  applying  cold  water  immediately  to  the  skin, 
he  could  effect,  by  artificial  means,  what  nature  did  by  hers.  Prolessor 
Silliinan,  in  one  of  his  late  lectures  in  Boston,  alluded  to  the  same  pro- 
vision of  nature.  Evaporation  fiom  the  body  ol  the  white  man,  in  the 
torrid  zones,  is  what  helps  preserve  the  body  in  a  state  of  equilibrium 
and  of  health  ;  while  the  evaporation  of  vapor  and  the  easy  IransmisMon 
of  heat  throuizb  the  black  skin,  conbiued,  preserve  the  equilibrium  and 
health  of  the  black  rnan,  and  by  these  means  he  is  doubly  guarded. 

It  mav  be  objected  to  my  position,  if  the  color  of  the  skin  is  owing  to 
the  climate,  why  are  the  Indians  of  this  country,  in  these  northern  latitudes, 
black  or  red  ?  Why  are  they  not  as  \\  bite  as  the  European  ?  Why  are 
not  the  Esquimaux,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  white? 
While  we  may  not  know  the  particular  reasons  that  have  caused  theni 
to  retain  a  dark  skin,  we  do  know  that  while  there  may  be  colored  people 
at  the  North,  there  is  no  native  race  of  white  people  within  the  tropics; 
saving  llie  Albino  Negroes— a  fact  well  worthy  of  cousid-ration.  But 
the  reasons  may  be  that  the  Indians  had  not  long  inhabited  this  country 
before  its  discovery  by  Columbus,  and,  also,  it  may  be  the  race  that  were 
in  possession  came  from  the  South,  and,  as  it  has  been  observed,  it  takes 
much  longer  for  a  colored  skin  to  tm-n  white  in  our  northern  latitudes, 
than  it  does  for  the  white  to  turn  black  in  the  torrid  zone— the  power  of 
the  sun  having  a  greater  influence  upon  the  system,  than  its  comparative 
want  of  influence  here. 
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II  is  said  that  n  rolony  from  Portugal,  who  went  to  reside  in  Africa, 
without  aMia!i:ainiitinif  with  the  luitives  became  black  after  a  few  genera- 
tions; and  wiili  iv^ard  to  our  colored  popidation  at  the  north,  thoiigii  it 
riiioht  tid<e  niany  generations  b.-fore  they  become  perfectly  while,  yet  we 
doiilii  if  many  are  born  with  that  extremely  dark  liuethat  is  the  character- 
istic of  those  born  under  the  equator.  We  know  that  veoetables  very  soon 
change  from  while  to  green  if  placed  in  the  sun,  but  the  green  never 
chantjes  to  while  when  put  in  the  shade.  A  number  of  individual  cases 
of  gradual  rl  ange' of  color  in  the  healthy  African,  in  northern  latitudes, 
are  on  record.  One  case  of  partial  change  occuiTed  in  my  native  town, 
in  a  joung  man  by  the  name  of  Croyden  Chesley. 

1  camiot,  iheiefore,  but  think  that  it  is  the  influence  of  the  sun's  rays 
Uj>on  the  surface  of  our  bodies,  when  they  are  exposed  to  it,  or  the  ab- 
sence of  these  rays,  that  produces  the  varieties  of  color  ;  and  owing  to 
circumstances  and  favorable  causes,  the  skin  is  made  to  change  from  one 
color  to  aiiotlier.  It  is  tioiice;ibie,  that  those  white  varieties,  among  others 
that  are  bl.ick,  when  tlie  race  is  admitted  to  be  the  same,  occur  in  noilh- 
ern  latitudes,  or  in  the  neighi)orlK)od  of  forests  or  niountainous  regions, 
where  lln'  heal  may  not  be  supposed  to  be  so  great  as  it  is  around  the 
desert  t)f  Sahara  in  Africa. 

There  is  another  answer  to  the  question,  and  it  may  be  conclusive. 
We  of  tlie  u  bile  race,  in  the  northern  latiturles,  have  from  necessity  been 
clothed  and  liou-ed,  our  bodies  have  been  for  the  most  part  shielded  from 
the  sun,  and  we  have  comparatively  grown  up  in  the  shade.  My  child, 
you  must  not  go  out  in  the  sun.  you  will  get  tanned,  are  tlie  words  of  the 
mother  ;  and  such  has  l)een  the  case  among  all  civilized  nations.  Wjiere- 
as,  the  Indians,  during  the  heats  of  snnmier,  wander  about  comparatively 
unclothed,  and  expose  themselves  to  the  influences  of  the  cliu)e.  What 
effect  such  a  course  of  action  would  have,  tnay  in  some  measure  be 
judged  by  the  casual  exposure  of  any  one,  during  the  heat  of  summer. 
As  has  been  rem;uked,  the  skin  alters  its  hue,  and  the  man  is  tanned. 
ISlay  we  not  reason  from  sucii  facts,  that  if  man  was  constantly  ex|)osed, 
the  nature  of  his  skin  would  be  changed  ;  that  it  would  accommodate  it- 
self in  a  degree  to  the  change  of  circumstances. 

Even  the  broad  nostril  of  the  neiiro  may  have  its  use  in  giving  free  egress 
to  ihe  vapor  and  heat  generated  in  the  lungs;  and  the  contracted  one  of 
the  white  man,  in  protecting  the  lungs  from  exposure  to  ihe  different 
temperatures  that  exist  without  and  wilhin.  So  that  when  the  negress 
told  Mungo  Park  she  could  not  conceive  wdiat "woman  would  have  such 
a  thin-lipped,  pale-faced,  ptnlced -nosed  ttian  as  he,  her  ideas  rested  upon 
an  iiiterniil  sense  of  propriety,  rather  than  on  mere  fancy. 

I  hope  your  readers  will  here  pardon  me  in  digressing  a  few  moments, 
wdiile  speaking  of  the  hair,  which  distinguishes  the  Aliican  from  the  rest 
of  his  sjtecies,  though  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  allude  to  it,  as  for  the  most 
part  it  is  well  known  that  the  hair  on  our  lower  animals  is  usually  coarser 
on  those  of  the  south  than  on  those  of  the  North,  and  the  same  causes 
are  at  work  that  makes  that  of  man  to  be  the  siune  ;  even  as  the  vegetable 
is  ranker  at   the   South  than  at   the  Norih.     Bui,  whatever  may    be  tlie 
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catist^,  who  is  there  that  has  looked  upon  the  flowing  wig  of  by-gone 
(lii)  s,  does  not  st'e  our  fathers  were  not  so  pnjudiced  against  this  kind  of 
ht'ad-diess,  which  is  a  failhlul  imitation  of  what  a  negro's  would  be  if 
he  sliouhl  suffer  liis  hair  to  grow  long.  Besides,  is  there  any  lady  who 
does  not  look  upon  her  own  iVizzets  with  satisfaction,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
complaisant  countenances  of  our  young  men  who  have  just  begun  to 
sport  a  pair  of  whiskers,  and  who  seem  to  think  they  ought  to  receive 
grenter  consideration  on  their  account  ;  and  yet,  if  they  will  reflect,  they 
must  conclude  there  is  very  little  difference  between  having  a  curly  head, 
and  a  curly  chin  ;  and  if  n)an  originated  between  the  tropics,  as  is  most 
universally  concluded  he  did,  we  may  suppose  we  have  not  been  changed 
from  one  color  to  the  other  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  get  rid  of  all  our 
jalhers'  characteristics.  G.  W.  F.  Mellen. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, —  I  am  induced  to  send  you  the  following,  from  the  supposition  that 
ii  would  be  liraiifying  to  some  of  your  readers  to  know  more  of  the  pro- 
fes-itin  in  this  section  of  the  coimtry. 

1  will  attempt  to  give  you  a  brief  (and  will  not  be  responsible  for  its 
being  otherwise  than  an  imperfect)  description  of  the  profession  it)  this 
comity.  The  county  is  situated  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  Reserve, 
and  (consequently  an  eastern  county  in  the  State.  Its  northern  extremity 
is  twenty-six  miles  frou)  Lake  Erie,  and  its  southern  thirty  from  the  Ohio 
river,  lis  extent  is  thirty-five  miles  from  north  to  south,  and  twenty-five 
Irom  erT^l  to  west,  containing  thirty-five  towns  of  five  miles  square.  Its 
shire  is  Warren,  situated  on  the  Makoning  river.  This,  and  Gravel  river, 
are  ilie  only  rivers  in  the  county  of  any  importance.  Neither  of  these 
streams  produces  n)uch  malaria.  The  situation  of  this  county  is  such  that 
we  nre  sulject  to  very  (recjuent  and  great  changes  in  the  weather,  the 
temperaiiire  often  changing  from  50  to  zero  from  12  o'clock,  M.  to  the 
next  morning.  We  have  no  more  sure  indication  of  rain  than  an  eK- 
treme  cold  night  in  winter. 

The  febrile  diseases  are  of  the  remittent  type  for  the  most  part.  The 
occiuTence  of  intermittent?  or  ty|)hus  is  very  rare,  although  diseases  not 
un fre(juently  assume  typhoid  appearances.  There  is  a  large  proportion 
o(  cases  o(  pneumonia  in  the  late  autumnal  and  early  vernal  months. 
We  are  constantly  consulted  in  cases  of  chronic  hepatitis  and  duodenitis 
o(  an  incipient  character.  Phthisis  is  a  rapidly  increasing  malady,  and 
is  much  more  rapid  in  its  consummation  after  being  once  formed,  than 
in  many  other  locations  ;  this  1  have  attributed  to  the  sudden  changes 
Irom  the  influence  of  the  Lake,  which  influence  extends  much  further  on 
account  of  the  level  (iice  of  the  country  —  there  being  but  slight  inequali- 
ties in  the  surface  from  the  Lake  to  near  the  southern  limits  of  the  county. 

Of  the  character  of  the  profession  I  ought  to  speak  with  some  reluct- 
ance. In  the  early  settlement  of  the  country  (which  extends  but  a  few 
years  back)  but  few  were  induced  to  locate  here  for  the  practice  of  medi- 
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cine.  Yet  there  were  some  skilful  practitioners  among  them,  who  would 
be  an  honor  to  the  profession  in  any  place,  and  who  have  worn  out  their 
best  days  as  pioneers  in  this  region.  The  arduous  nature  of  the  employ- 
ment in  such  places  cannot  be  easily  imagined  hy  those  who  are  nurtured 
in  the  city  or  thickly-settled  country — compelled,  as  they  were  many 
times,  to  travel  considerable  distances  on  foot  on  account  of  the  roads  be- 
ing impassable  for  other  conveyance.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  a  few, 
possessing  the  highest  order  of  talents,  have  thus  spent  their  pjdmy  days 
in  this  region.  But  the  majority  of  those  who  have  assumed  the  name  of 
doctor  liave  been  a  heterogeneous  mass — such  as  Thomsonians,  Beachiies, 
&-C.  &c.,  and  often  the  people  were  unable  to  appreciate  the  difference 
between  a  |)hysician  of  respectable  acquirements  and  an  empiric.  Ten 
years  ago  there  were  no  more  than  twelve  regular  physicians  in  this 
county.  Since  that  time  the  number  has  increased  to  about  thirty,  and 
perhaps  half  the  number  of  empirics. 

The  laws  of  this  State  are  such,  as  you  are  probably  aware,  that  all 
are  allowed  the  exercise  of  their  steam  and  water  functiotjs  to  their 
hearts's  content,  provided  they  kill  no  one  outright  in  the  operation,  i 
think,  however,  their  influence  has  been  rapidly  on  the  wane  for  the  last 
five  or  six  years.  Their  only  ground  of  hope,  which  has  been  in  preju- 
dicing the  minds  of  patients  against  the  use  of  calon)el  and  all  chemicals 
as  used  by  regular  physicians,  is  taken  fiom  them,  as  the  people  have  a 
fair  opportunity  of  judging  the  merits  of  both. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  who  are  emigrants  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  within  the  bounds  of  my  practice,  have  never 
before  had  an  opportunity  of  eniploying  a  regular  physician,  and  they 
would,  perhaps,  receive  the  first  prescription  with  as  much  caution  as 
they  would  the  upas  ;  but  when  the  results  proved  salutary,  there  were 
none  who  appreciated  more  highly  an  attendance  from  regular  physicians. 

Bristol,  Ohio,  May  22,  1844.  C.  B.  Chapman,  M.D. 


CASE   OF   SPONTANEOUS   REMOVAL   OF  A   CATARACT. 

[We  find  the  following  case  in  the  first  No,  (just  published)  of  the  New 
Orleans  Medical  Journal,  reported  by  John  F.  Eusiis,  M.D.,  of  New 
Orleans.] 

Mr.  R.,  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  aetat.  57,  had  cataract  of  the  right  eye 
fifteen  years,  and  for  five  years  past  has  not  been  able  to  see  at  all  with 
this  eye.  A  short  time  ago,  he  consulted  a  well-knov\'n  ociilist  in  New 
York,  who  advised  an  operation,  which  circumstances  obliged  hiin  to  defer. 
About  six  weeks  ago,  while  on  a  visit  to  a  friend,  he  took  up  a  pair  of 
double  convex  spectacles,  and  applying  thetn  to  his  blind  eye,  discovered, 
to  his  astonishment,  that  he  could  see  and  even  read  small  print.  He 
consulted  a  surgeon  on  this  singular  occurrence,  who  infonned  him,  that 
by  some  means,  which  he  could  not  account  for,  the  cataract  had  become 
detached,  leaving  the  pupil  clear. 

The  eye  now  presents  the  following  appearances.  When  at  rest,  the 
pupil  is  perfectly  clear,  and  the  contractions  of  the  iris  natural.    Tiie  pos- 
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terior  chamber  is  very  lar^e,  nnd  tlie  iris  slightly  treimiloiis.  When  {he 
ball  of  tlie  eye  is  moved,  tliere  suddenly  shoots  up  hdiind  the  iiis  ;ni 
opaque  lens,  of  grayish  color,  medium  size,  nn(\  perfectly  rirculnr  It 
sometimes  rises  so  high  as  to  close  the  pupil  entirely,  parlicuhirly  if  tho 
head  is  inclined  forwards;  generally,  it  covers  only  the  lower  half  of  the 
pupil,  and  its  motions  are  so  rapid  as  not  lo  interftre  with  vision  any 
more  than  the  act  of  winking.  There  is  no  pain  in  the  eye,  nor  has 
there  been  any  sign  of  inflammation.  The  patient  is  of  very  temperate 
habits,  and  is  positive  that  he  has  never  received  a  blow  on  the  eye  or 
head.  He  now  uses  this  eye  principally,  on  account  of  a  cataract  formin,t; 
in  the  left  eye. 

From  the  size  of  the  posterior  chamber  and  tlie  tremulous  motion  of 
the  iris,  I  was  at  first  inclined  to  account  for  the  displacement  of  the  lens 
by  dissolution  of  the  vitreous  humor  (synchlsia  ocuH).  But  the  ylobe 
of  the  eye  is  firm,  shining  and  elastic,  the  sclerotic  of  its  natural  color, 
and  the  sight  good.  Moreover,  the  vacillating  iDolion  of  the  iris  is  no 
greater  than  we  often  see  after  the  removal  of  a  cataract.  In  the  four 
weeks  that  have  elapsed  since  I  first  saw  this  case,  1  cannot  delect  any 
change  in  the  appearance  of  the  lens  ;  it  is  probable  that  it  is  still  en- 
closed in  its  capside,  v^hich  protects  it  from  the  dissolving  properties  of  the 
aqueous  humor. 

This  case  is  interesting,  because  it  proves  that  cataract  may  sometimes 
be  cured  spontaneously.  By  a  sudden  jerk  of  the  head,  a  fall,  a  blow 
on  the  eye  or  the  temple,  the  opaque  lens  may  be  torn  aw;iy  from  its 
natural  connections,  and  Temoved  entirely  out  of  the  axis  of  vision,  leaving 
the  eye  in  the  same  condition  as  after  the  operation  by  depre-^sion. 
Whether  a  change  has  taken  place  in  the  ciliary  body,  by  which  the 
connections  of  the  lens  are  softened  and  loosened,  is  a  question  whicli 
we  are  not  competent  to  answer.  It  is  probable  that  some  such  change 
has  occurred,  or  the  s|)ontaneous  removal  of  the  cataract  would  be  of 
more  frequent  occurrence.  Whatever  this  change  may  be,  the  present 
case  shows  that  it  is  not  always  of  sufficient  gravity  to  interfere  v^'ith 
perfect  vision. 

As  long  as  the  opaque  lens  remains  behind  the  iris,  it  gives  no  uneasi- 
ness;  but  if  it  should  pass  into  the  anterior  chamber,  it  is  liable  to  create 
so  much  pain  and  inflammation,  as  to  require  its  re(noval.  This  n)ay  be 
done  by  incision  of  the  cornea,  as  in  the  operation  of  extraciion,  or  we 
may  adopt  the  expedient  of  Demours,  and  attempt  to  return  it  to  the 
posterior  chamber,  by  laying  the  patient  on  his  back,  and  dilating  the 
pupil  largely  with  belladonna. 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    JUNE    26,    18  4  4, 


Lnrticrcs  in  Neto  York  Uaiversifij. — Very  ample  prepa  •alii  ns  are  mak- 
ing for  the  delivery  of  a  splendid  course  of  medical  lectures  the  eiisuing 
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autumn.  The  patronnge  of  the  State,  which  has  recently  been  brought 
to  aid  the  institution,  seems  to  have  infused  new  vigor  into  all  depnrlmenis, 
and  created  a  lively  hope  of  surpassing  any  former  efforts.  There  is  a 
beneficiary  foundation,  which  is  new  to  us — and  which  is  worth  the  special 
attention  of  those  students  who  would  like  to  avail  themselves  of  its  pro- 
visions. The  sons  of  clergymen  and  physicians,  all  other  things  being 
equal,  are  to  be  considered  as  having  a  preferred  claim. 


Vermont  Medical  College. — A  historical  catalogue  of  this  thrift}''  school 
of  medicine,  embracing  the  alumni  and  honorary  graduates  since  its  founda- 
tion in  1830,  has  been  lately  published.  In  1835  the  legislature  declared 
that  the  "  trustees  should  have  power  to  give  and  confer  all  such  degrees, 
honors,  diplomas  or  licenses,  as  arc  usually  given  or  conferred  in  colleges 
or  medical  instiiulions."  From  the  period  of  organization  to  the  last 
term.  249  students  received  the  degree  of  M.D.,  and  26  an  honorary 
degree. 

On  the  whole,  taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  medical  insti- 
tutions in  New  England,  this  success  is  not  a  little  surprising.  Dart- 
mouth College  is  only  about  twenty  miles  from  the  college  at  Wood- 
stock ;  and  Castleton  Medical  Insiitiiiion,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Green  Mountains,  also  belongs  to  Vermont.  At  the  north  of  them,  both 
Montreal  and  Quebec  have  medical  schools  ;  while  at  the  east,  is  Bruns- 
wick in  Maine  ;  Boston  on  the  south,  and  Albany  and  Berkshire  at  the 
west.  So  numerous  are  these  nurseries  of  medical  science  in  the  United 
States,  that  we  have  quite  forgotten  the  number.  At  the  close  of  1839, 
there  were  twenty-three  authorized  to  confer  degrees;  since  that  year,  the 
creation  of  a  number  of  new  ones  has  taken  place  both  in  the  Western 
and  Southern  States. 


Cyclopcedia  of  Practical  Medicine.  —  Dr.  Dunglison's  revised  edition  of 
this  good  work,  is  certainly  gaining  upon  the  good  will  of  the  profession 
wherever  iis  merits  have  been  made  known.  Part  V.  is  now  out  of  press 
— and  its  regularity,  and  neat  typographical  execution,  should  ensure  for 
it  a  rapid  and  extensive  sale. 

Medical  books  cannot  be  procured  in  any  part  of  Europe  at  such  re- 
duced prices  as  in  American  cities.  Those  which  sonietimps  cost  two 
guineas  in  London,  can  be  purchased  in  the  United  States  for  two  dollars. 
At  such  prices,  it  is  really  inexcusable  not  to  encourage  those  enterprising 
publishers  who  ofl^er  such  important  facilities. 


Medical  Society  of  Tevnessee. — By  some  mishap,  the  pamphlet  contain- 
ing the  proceedings  of  this  Society,  at  the  anniversary  meeting  in  May, 
was  mislaid  some  weeks.  In  the  category  of  associations  for  the  promo- 
tion of  medical  science,  this  is  perhaps  entitled  to  the  premium  banner 
on  account  of  its  energy.  A  singular  but  approved  feature  in  its  organi- 
zation, is  the  thumb-screw  system  of  n\aking  the  members  do  something, 
whether  they  will  or  not.  Thus  Drs.  Atkinson.  Kelly,  Martin,  Irwin 
and  Wharton,  "  were  again  called  upon  for  their  reports  of  cases  " — being 
absent,  they  were  fined  $2.00  each. 

It  is  to  bs   reo^retted  that  the   Society   wasted   a   thought  on   the  old 
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humbug,  animal  magnetism,  which  has  been  taken  by  the  horns  in  earnest. 
A  committee  of  eleven  were  appointed  to  attend  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
Stiih.  If  he  asked  them  to  dine  at  the  conclusion  of  the  fnrce,  ii  doubtless 
afforded  them  more  solid  satisfaction  than  the  nonsense  of  Mesmerism. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Buchanan,  of  Nashville,  was  re-elected  president.  In  a  pa- 
per  read  by  Dr.  Maulone,  it  was  stated  that  a  lady  anticipated  some  acci- 
dent to  the  foetus  in  utero,  in  consequence  of  witnessing  an  accident  on 
the  head  of  one  of  her  sons.  The  product  of  pregnancy  was  an  encepha- 
lous  monster. — Active  measures  are  operating  for  the  collection  of  a  fine 
anatomical  museum,  on  the  voluntary  plan.  Many  curious  and  rare  spe- 
cimens have  already  been  deposited  at  Nashville.  Dr.  Winston,  of  Nash- 
ville, was  appointed  orator  for  1845.  There  were  some  communications 
and  orders  submitted  to  the  action  of  the  Society,  which  may  possibly  re- 
ceive a  further  notice,  should  there  be  rootn  in  some  succeeding  No.  of 
the  Journal. 

Dental  Mirror. — In  the  thriving  town  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  a  monthly  quar- 
to sheet  is  published,  bearing  the  above  name,  under  the  editorial  conduct 
of  J.  R.  Dillingham,  a  practical  and  scientific  dentist.  One  of  its  lead- 
ing objects  appears  to  be  to  enlighten  ihe  public  on  the  subject  of  dentis- 
try, expose  the  trickery  and  imposition  of  quacks,  and  point  out  the  only 
true  method  of  managing  the  teeth,  from  infancy  to  age.  From  the  cir- 
cumstance that  there  is  another  similar  paper  sent  abroad  from  Philadel- 
phia, and  a  valuable  quarterly  published  by  the  American  Society  at  Balti- 
more, the  circulation  >nay  never  equal  its  merits.  However,  those  who 
read  it  can  no  longer  be  ignorant  of  the  devices  of  unprincipled,  unin- 
formed dentists,  or  the  value  of  the  services  of  one  scientifically  educated 
to  the  practice  of  the  art. 


Progress  of  Imposition. — A  shop  is  opened  in  Boston  for  the  especial 
sale  of  an  anti-consumptive  medicine.  It  is  represented  to  be  the  discovery 
of  a  Dr.  Halstead,  of  the  State  of  New  York.  To  give  it  an  air  of  im- 
portance, the  handbill  declares  he  "  has  discovered  a  remedy  for  curing 
consumption  in  its  first,  second  and  third  stages.  Its  fourth  is  incurable," 
and  therefore  the  benevolent  sage  has  no  preparation  for  that  unlucky 
segment  of  the  malady. 

In  walking  through  the  principal  streets  of  Boston,  the  afflicted  are  met 
at  every  corner  by  the  most  seductive  advertisements  of  remedies  for 
every  human  infirmity.  There  is  such  an  abundance  of  testimony,  too, 
of  marvellous  cures,  when  the  forlorn  patient  was  bereft  of  all  hope  un- 
der regular,  that  is,  scientific  treatment  by  honest,  experienced  physicians, 
that  certain  classes  of  men  and  women  are  persuaded  against  their  own 
judgment,  to  dip  deeply  into  the  irresponsible  nostrums  of  quack  medi- 
cine dealers.  Unrestrained  by  law,  and  the  field  being  both  open  and 
profitable  to  all  who  have  the  hardihood  to  embark  in  the  trade  of  selling 
specifics,  conscience  being  smothered  in  an  envelope  of  profits,  these  ad- 
venturers are  constantly  on  the  increase. 

References  are  ordinarily  made  to  gentlemen  in  official  stations  and 
clergymen,  who  not  unfreipiently  lend  their  names  to  oblige  a  friend,  and 
thus  the  unreflecting  consumers  of  patent  medicines  feed  upon  such  mix- 
tures as  the  balm  of  life.     We  have  no  expectation  of  relief,  since   tho 
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spirit  of  the  age  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  this  sy?tem  of  sponging.  Peo- 
ple love  to  take  drugs.  Some  prefer  it  in  quart  bottles,  and  others  in  the 
form  of  homosopaihic  pellicles,  five  thousand  to  the  grain.  Medicine  they 
will  have,  and  they  seem  to  think  him  the  best  practitioner  who  disposes 
of  the  greatest  number  of  doses  in  a  given  time,  whether  good  or  bad, 
great  or  small. 

Medical  Intelligence  from  the  West. — In  conseqnence  of  the  retire- 
ment of  Dr.  Cooke  from  the  Louisville  Medical  Institute,  the  number  of 
chairs  has  been  reduced  to  seven,  and  the  prospects  for  next  winter  are 
represented  as  highly  flattering.  The  summer  class  is  small  ;  still  they 
are  determined  to  see  what  they  may  be  able  to  do  towards  building  up 
a  summer  school. 

Professor  Drake  is  still  travelling  at  the  South.  When  last  heard  from, 
he  was  about  to  depart  from  New  Orleans  for  Natchez  and  Vicksburg, 
where  he  will  probably  return  some  time  during  the  latter  part  of  June. 
His  long-promised  work  on  western  diseases  is  still  in  embryo,  and  it  is 
feared  a  long  lime  will  elapse  before  it  will  be  ushered  into  existence. 

Professor  Caldwell  enjoys  excellent  health,  says  a  friend  ;  and  notwith- 
standing his  advanced  age,  bids  fair  to  outlive  half  the  present  generation 
of  medical  men.  While  others  are  growing  old,  he  seems  literally  to  be 
in  a  state  of  re-jtivenescence.  No  one,  not  even  his  most  intimate  friends, 
know  his  real  age.  Every  one  who  is  acquainted  with  him  puts  it  down 
at  80.  Indeed,  it  cannot  be  short  of  this,  and  may  be  over.  Be  this  as 
it  may,  he  is  an  extraordinary  man,  whose  like  the  American  profession 
will  not  soon  see  acain. 

Professor  Bartlett's  resignation  of  his  chair  in  Transylvania  University 
is  greatly  regretted  by  the  profession  at  the  West,  who  had  formed  a  most 
favorable  opinion  of  his  talents  and  attainments,  as  well  as  of  his  ability 
as  a  teacher  and  a  writer.  Lexington  will  have  much  cause  to  regret  his 
retirement  from  her  school. 

Professor  Cross  resigned  his  chair  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  bit  not 
without  some  hope,  says  report,  of  being  re-appointed.  Nous  verrons. 
There  is  a  rumor  that  Dr.  George  M'Clellan  has  signified  his  willingness 
to  accept  the  chair  of  anatomy,  now  held  by  Dr.  Dudley,  should  it  be  of- 
fered to  him  ;    which  is  not  very  likely. 

Dr.  Gross  is  spending  all  his  leisure  time  upon  a  second  edition  of  his 
Elements  of  Pathological  Anatomy,  which  will  be  brought  out  next  sum- 
mer. The  additions  will  exceed  one  hundred  pacres.  His  determination 
is  to  make  the  new  edition  as  complete  as  possible,  and  to  issue  it  in  su- 
perior style,  let  it  cost  what  it  may.  The  probability  is  that  Barrington 
&  Haswell,  of  Philadelphia,  will  be  the  publishers. 


Lunatics  in  Alabama. — Neither  Mobile  nor  the  State  of  Alabama  has 
a  hospital  for  the  insane.  It  would  be  superflous  to  say  that  one  is 
greatly  needed.  Eighteen  months  ago  a  gentleman  was  carried  by  his 
friends  from  the  interior  of  this  State  to  Ohio,  and  had  to  be  brought 
back,  because  he  could  not  for  want  of  room  be  admitted  into  the  excel- 
lent asylum  at  Columbus.  Why  do  not  the  respectable  and  influential 
physicians  of  this  Slate  bring  the  subject  before  its  general  assembly  ; 
and  continue  pressing  it  on   that  honorable  body,  till  an  appropriation  for 
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a  State  institution  be  made?  But  it  should  not  be  established  in  Mobile, 
on  account  of  the  distance  from  the  northern  boundaries  of  the  Stale,  and 
because  its  inmates  might  be  invaded  by  yellow  fever.  Moreover,  if 
it  be  erected  at  the  seal  of  government,  it  will  be  more  likely  to  receive 
the  fostering  care  of  ihe  legislature,  than  if  at  a  distance,  where  its  touch- 
ing scenes  and  precious  blessings  would  not  display  themselves  to  those 
who  are  to  vote  the  annual  supplies.*  I  do  not  hesitate  to  predict,  that  if 
this  subject  should  be  forcibly,  that  is  fairly,  presented  to  ihe  general  as- 
sembly, the  second  session  after  such  a  presentation  would  afford  an  ap- 
propriation with  which  to  comtnence  an  edifice,  equal  to  the  wants  and 
worthy  of  the  character  of  this  respectable  State. — Dr.  Brake's  Travel- 
ling Letters  in  Western  Journal. 


Yellow  Fever  in  Mobile. — Under  the  old  Spanish  and  French  regime, 
when  Mobile  was  a  village  without  wharves  or  ships,  save  an  occasional 
lugger,  when  new  comers  were  seldom  seen  in  the  crooked  and  narrow 
streets,  and  the  people  preferred  fiddling  and  dancing  to  clearing  off  the 
drift  and  filth,  which  lodged  in  the  margin  of  the  stream,  yellow  fever 
never  made  its  appearance.  The  first  epidemic  of  which  I  am  able  to 
collect  any  information  was  in  1819,  since  which  it  has  recurred  in  1821, 
'25,  '27,  "29,  '37,  '39,  '42  and  1843,  appearing  sporadically  in  many  other 
years.  Of  all  these  epidemics,  I  have  by  the  kindness  of  the  physicians 
and  other  gentlemen,  collected  a  considerable  number  of  facts.  In  refer- 
ence to  their  origin,  there  is  no  diversity  of  opinion.  I  have  not  yet  met 
with  the  first  believer  in  importation.  However  they  may  disagree  as  to 
the  mode  of  domestic  origin,  all  concur  in  it  is  a  reality.  In  reference  to 
importation.  Mobile  is  peculiarly  situated,  as  the  waters  of  the  Bay  are 
too  shallow  to  admit  of  the  approach  of  ships  to  the  city,  all  of  which,  at 
least  all  the  larger,  lie  20  or  30  miles  below,  just  within  the  Bay.  I  am 
far  from  considering  the  unanimity  of  opinion  on  this  subject  as  conclu- 
sive ;  but  it  must  be  admitted  to  have  in  it  the  value  of  a  fact  ;  and  I  can- 
not but  regard  it  is  remarkable  that,  with  an  epidemic  recurrence,  on  an 
average,  every  three  years,  if  it  were  imported  by  ships  which  cast  anchor 
at  such  a  distance  from  the  city,  its  introduction  from  them  should  never 
have  been  detected. —  Ibid. 


Extensive  self -inflicted  I/iJ7iry  of  the  Throat. — In  the  last  number  of 
the  Dublin  Medical  Press,  Dr.  Jameson  describes  the  following  wound  in- 
flicted on  herself  by  a  female  : — 

"  It  was  fully  three  inches  in  diameter,  and  apparently  sufficiently  large 
to  admii'the  shut  or  grasped  fist.  At  the  upper  portion  you  could  per- 
ceive the  inferior  part  of  the  pharynx  drawn  up  to  a  level  with  the  chin, 
quite  pendulous,  having  anterior  to  it  the  cut  portions  of  the  thyroid  cur- 
tilage, which  were  while  and  shining. 

"In  the  centre  the  ouiline  of  some  of  ihe  bodies  of  the  cervical  vertebrae 
could  be  distinguished. 

"  At  the  lower  portion  the  trachea  was  drawn  to  a  level  with  the  top 
bone  of  the  sternum,  which  was  moved  up  and  down  at  each  in;;piration, 
and  constantly  emitting  a  large  quantity  of  bloody  frolhy  mucus  through 
a  circular  opening  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  each  diameter  dur- 
ing expiration,  producing  occasional  efforts  at  coughing. 

"  The  sides  of  this   wound   were  bounded  by  the  anterior  edges  of  the 
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sterno-rleidn-mastoid  muscle,  underneath  which   the  carotids  could  be  felt 
feebly  healing  in  their  relative  situations." 

The  whole  of  the  cricoid  and  a  portion  of  the  thyroid  cartilages  were 
found  on  the  floor  with  the  bloody  razor.  The  patient  survived  thirty-six 
hours.  This  case  is  interesting  in  a  medico-legal  point  of  view.  Had 
this  patient  been  found  dead,  could  such  a  wound  have  been  supposed  to 
have  been  inflicted  by  her  own  hand  ? 

Variola  Developing  Itself  on  Vacc/mated  Persons.  —  In  the  Annali  Uni- 
versal/di  Medicina,  M.  Lasselli  published  the  following  remarks  made  in  the 
Hopifal  Majeur  de  Milan,  in  1S38.  Of  420  cases  of  variola  after  vacci- 
nation, three  classes  were  established  :  those  in  which  cicatrices  were 
normal  ;  those  in  which  iliey  were  somewhat  incomplete  ;  and  those  in 
which  they  were  very  imp  M-fert.  The  first  contained  231  cases  ;  the  second 
124  ;  and  the  third  onlv  65.    The  variola  presented  the  following  varieties  : 


Eruption. 

Confluent. 

Distinct. 

Very  Distinct. 

Total- 

Normal  cicatrices 

83 

91 

57 

231 

Incomplete 

53 

49 

22 

124 

Very  incomplete 

18 

28 

19 

65 
420 

As  to  the  resjlt 

according  to 

the 

number  of 

pust\iles, 

Eruption. 

Continent. 

Distinct. 

Very  Distinct. 

Total- 

Onecicatri.K 

30 

30 

16 

76 

Two  c    airices 

36 

85 

22 

93 

Three       " 

40 

38 

20 

98 

Four  or  more  do. 

48 

68 

40 

153 

420 

As  to  age,  in  1411  cases  observed  in  1837  and  1838,  after  vaccination, 
the  result  was:  under  5  years  old,  130;  from  5  to  10,  101  ;  from  10  to 
15,  151  ;  from  15  to  20,  303  ;  from  20  to  2-5,  282  ;  from  25  to  30,  216; 
from  30  to  35,  160  ;  from  35  to  40  and  above,  68  ;  total  l^ll.— Times. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Lngenbeel,  a  young  man,  is  now  the  Colo- 
nial Physician  of  Monrovia,  the  American  settlement  in  Africa.  The 
coast  fever  is  fast  losing  its  terrors,  and,  in  fact,  never  ought  to  have  been 
regarded  with  such  fear  as  it  formerly  was  by  the  early  emigrants. — Dr. 
J.  L.  Day  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Johnson  are  on  a  visit  to  this  country  from 
Monrovia. — Drs.  John  L.  Burlt  and  John  F.  Barton,  have  been  appointed 
Assistant  Surgeons  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. — Dr.  Joseph  B.  Wright  has  been 
appointed  a  Surgeon  of  the  U.  S,  Army. — D.  S.  P.  Hullihe'n,  of  Wheel- 
ing, Virg.,  lately  succeeded  in  giving  perfect  vision  to  a  lady  20  years  of 
age,  who  was  born  blind. — Dr.  Anson  Jones,  of  Texas,  is  a  candidate  for 
the  presidency  of  that  republic. — Dr.  R.  A.  Merriam,  of  Topsfield,  Mass., 
is  appointed  a  special  commissioner  for  the  county  of  Essex. — Dr.  Hitch- 
cock, U.  S.  Marshal,  of  Iowa,  has  been  imprisoned  at  Nauvoo,  by  the 
Mormons.— Dr.  Stephen  B.  Sewall  has  been  appointed  Post.-naster  at 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Numlicr  oldeaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  emliiig  .lune  22,  39.— Males,  20;  Females,  19. 

Of  consiiinptiDii,  8— scarlet  fever,  7 — inflammation  of  the  stomach,  f— croup,  2— teething,  2 — 
dropsy  in  the  liraiii,  3— infantile,  3— catarrh,  l.-limg  fever,  ]  — diben^e  of  the  heart,  1— fits,  1— maras- 
ni'is,  1— old  Age,  2— catiker  ra-h,  1  — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— dropsy,  1— iiiflammation  of  the 
bowels,  I— throat  distemper,  1— typhus  lever,  1. 

LjiJerS  year*,  :51— between  5  and  k!0  years,  6— between  20  and  60  years,  9— over  60  years,  3. 
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Table  of  the  Cases  of  Strari<rulat.ed  Hernia  treated  in  St.  George's 
Hospifnlin  1342  and  1843.  Read  before  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chi- 
ruriricnl  Society.  By  Prescott  Hewett,  Curator  of  St.  George's  Patho- 
logical Museum. — The  author  began  by  giving  a  slalisticnl  account  of 
thirty-four  cases  operated  upon  for  strangulated  hernia.  The  result  of 
these  operations  was  twenty-five  recoveries  and  nine  deaths.  The  sac 
was  opened  in  every  case;  and  in  six  cases  a  portion  of  ornenlucn  was 
removed.  Five  of  these  cases  recovered,  and  one  died  of  disease  of  the 
brain  a  few  hours  afier  the  operation. 

The  author  then  gave,  at  full  length,  some  of  the  cases  which  present- 
ed marked  points  of  interest,  and  the  post-mortem,  examination.  Among 
the  casps  may  be  noticed  Case  2,  in  which  the  gut,  after  having  b^en 
strangulated  for  seven  days,  was.  by  the  taxis,  reduced  with  the  sac.  The 
symptoms:  of  strangulation  continued;  the  hernia  fortunately  re-appeared 
in  the  groin  during  a  fit  of  vomiting;  the  operation  was  performed,  and 
the  patient  was  discharged  from  the  hospital  eighteen  days  afterwards. 

Reference  was  then  made  to  four  cases,  in  all  of  which  the  gut  was 
enveloped  by  a  compl^ete  sac,  with  a  narrow  neck,  formed  by  the  omen- 
tum. In  relation  to  those  interesting  subjects,  some  quotations  were  given 
from  Sir  k.  Cooper's  and  Mr.  Lawrence's  works,  proving  how  venj  rarely 
these  cases  are  met  with.  The  author  then  proceeded  to  make  some  de- 
tailed observations  on  these  omental  cases,  and  on  their  formation,  which 
he  referred  to  three  principal  varieties.  In  three  of  the  cases  the  hernial 
and  omental  sacs  were  more  or  less  extensively  united  to  each  other.  In 
the  fourth  case  the  omental  sac  was  lying  loose  in  the  cavity  of  the  her- 
nial sac.  Large  quantities  of  adipose  tissue  were,  he  said,  sometimes  de- 
posited in  the  folds  of  the  omentum,  forming  the  second  sac  ;  and  he  re- 
ferred here  to  one  of  the  cases,  in  which  the  walls  of  the  omental  sac 
were  more  than  an  inch  thick,  as  shown  by  the  preparation  exhibited  at 
the  meeting.  The  neck  of  these  omental  sacs,  the  author  remarked, 
sometimes  becomes  the  sole  cause  of  the  stricture  :  of  this  a  well-marked 
example  was  given  at  full  length.  This  circumstance  was  mentioned  as 
an  additional  argument  against  the  practice  of  reducing  the  hernia  with- 
out opening  the  sac. 

The  author  concluded  his  observations  upon  these  cases,  by  adverting 
to  the  pns.-=ibility  of  an  alarming  haemorrhage  taking  place  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen,  after  the  division  of  the  ?ieck  of  these  omental  sacs. 

After  snme  remarks  upon  the  relative  frequency  of  the  strangulation  of 
femoral  hernise,  the  numbers  of  which  were  given  in  the  table,  he  made 
some  observations  on  the  •'  opening  of  the  sac,"  which  he,  on  various  ac- 
counts, strongly  advocated  in  the  majority  of  cases.  The  paper  was  con- 
cluded by  some  remarks  on  the  removal  of  the  omentum,  and  the  various 
modes  of  applying  ligatures  in  these  cases. — Londo7i  Medical  Gazette. 


Case  of  Intussusceptio. — M.  Staal,  a  military  surgeon  in  Stagelsoe,  has 
recorded  a  curious  case  of  intussusceptio,  where  the  patient,  after  stercora- 
ceous  vomiting,  was  completely  relieved  bv  an  injection  of  nearly  four 
grains  of  extract  of  belladonna  in  gruel.  This  produced  narcotic  symp- 
toms and  speedy  f^cal  di^charire.  The  patient  recovered  in  two  days.— 
Oppenheini's  Zeitschrift,  Feb.  1844,  p.  258. 
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PATHOLOGY   OF  ACUTE   RHEUMATISM— HEART   DISEASE. 

By  J.  J.  Furnivall,  M.D,,  London. 

Great  obscurity  envelops  the  pathology  of  acute  rheumatism,  and  we 
know  next  to  nothing  of  the  causes,  through  the  operation  of  which,  dur- 
ing its  course,  disease  is  set  up  in  the  heart.  The  difficulties  of  investi- 
gation are  increased  by  the  yet  infant  state  of  analytic  organic  or  animal 
chemistry  ;  yet  the  importance  of  a  successful  research,  by  which  func- 
tional or  organic  mischief  in  the  heart  may  be  prevented,  need  not  be 
pointed  out  at  length,  for  every  one  will  allow,  that  while  such  disease  is 
often  highly  distressing  to  the  rich,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  calamitous  in  every 
respect  to  the  poor.  Any  attempt,  then,  however  humble,  whether  suc- 
cessful or  not,  to  throw  light  on  this  subject,  ought  to  be  received  with 
the  utmost  allowance  ;  my  object  is  merely  to  place  the  following  opinions 
before  your  professional  readers,  in  the  hope  and  in  order  that  the  prac- 
tice recommended  below  may  be  tested  at  the  bedside.  I  do  not  mean 
to  enter  into  the  whole  details  of  the  treatment,  but  only  so  far  as  preven- 
tion of  heart  disease  is  concerned. 

In  common  with,  I  presume,  every  practitioner,  I  was  soon  struck  with 
the  evidences  of  an  acid  diathesis,  prevalent  throughout  the  whole  system, 
and  visible  in  the  secretions,  but  more  particularly  in  the  perspiration. 
One  gentleman  in  alluding  to  this  latter  fact  (Dr.  Wigan)  thus  graphi- 
cally writes: — "I  had  often  observed  that  scissors  and  other  articles  of 
steel,  and  even  the  fire-irons  in  the  bedroom,  were  rusted  in  a  short  time, 
as  if  they  had  been  subjected  to  the  steam  of  vinegar."  Now,  as  we 
know  the  perspiration  and  urine  to  be  secretions  eminently  depuratory  of 
the  blood,  it  appears  to  me  that  an  unusually  acid  state  of  these  must  in- 
volve a  supposition  that  the  blood  itself,  instead  of  being  gently  alkaline, 
as  in  health,  has,  by  disease,  undergone  a  modification,  approaching  to  a 
reverse  condition,  and  that  it  is  laboring  to  relieve  itself  of  its  morbid 
load  throujih  these  secretions.  If  this  be  correct,  we  cannot  doubt  that 
such  a  state  of  the  blood  must  prove  highly  morbidly  stimulant  to  the 
heart  and  whole  arterial  system,  as  well  as  to  their  associated  nerves  ; 
thus  we  might,  at  once,  account  for  the  general  excitement  of  the  arterial 
system,  and,  perhaps,  for  the  violent  pains  which  are  so  marked  in  acute 
rheumatism. 

Besides  this  state,  it  is  now  believed  that  there  is  in  this  disease  a  great 
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increase  of  fibrine  in  the  blood,  and  the  more  acute  the  attack  the  greater 
the  quantity  of  fibrine.  Andral,  in  his  "  Ha3matologie  Patholotjique," 
tells  us  that  the  quantity  of  fibrine  in  healthy  blood  varies  from  2.5  to  4. 
in  the  1000  parts  ;  but  that  in  articular  rheumatism  the  mean  increase  fluc- 
tuated between  7  and  8  per  1000,  and  the  maximum  increase  amounted 
to  10.2  or  more  than  triple  its  natural  quantity.  The  dependence  of  the 
pains  and  excitement  on  the  proportion  of  the  fibrine  in  the  blood  seems 
to  be  pretty  clearly  pointed  out,  both  increasing  and  diminishing  with  the 
augmentation  or  diminution  of  the  quantity  of  fibrine. 

We  have,  then,  two  morbid  states  of  the  blood  in  this  disorder,  which 
must  powerfully  tend  to  excite  inflammatory  action  in  the  serous  mem- 
brane of  the  cardiac  ventricles,  and  of  the  left  ventricle  in  particular. 
The  subversion  of  the  alkaline  state  in  the  blood  could  not  but  prove 
highly  exciting  to  the  endocardium,  thus  causing  hypertrophy  and  inflam- 
mation ;  while  the  superabundance  of  the  fibrine  tends  to  favor  the  forma- 
tion of  deposits  within  the  fine  interstices  of  the  cardiac  valves  and  parts 
adjacent,  leading  to  an  embarrassment  of  their  action,  until  the  valves  can 
no  longer  subserve  their  natural  functions. 

In  addition  to  these  causes,  we  know  that  the  chosen  site  of  rheu- 
matic action  is  the  fibrous  and  fibro-serous  textures,  and  as  these  textures 
abound  in  and  about  the  heart,  we  have  thus  another  cause  powerfully 
determining  the  morbid  action  of  the  heart. 

From  the  earliest  years  of  my  practice  1  have  tried  alkalies  in  rheu- 
matism, but  not  in  an  efficient  manner.  I  found  them  always  of  service, 
but  only  as  auxiliaries,  the  general  excitement  and  inflammatory  epi- 
phenomena  requiring  the  additional  use  of  other  remedies ;  but  since 
1830  I  have  used  alkalies  more  perseveringly  than  before,  chiefly  the 
liquor  or  carbonas  potassas,  and  I  have  not  ceased  giving  them  until  after 
the  marks  of  an  acid  diathesis  had  disappeared,  or  that  the  alkalies  disa- 
greed with  the  stomach,  which  latter  circumstance  has  rarely  happened. 

Since  that  year  1  do  not  believe  that  one  case  of  heart  disease  in 
acute  rheumatism  has  occurred  during  treatment  in  my  practice,  where 
the  alkaline  treatment  has  been  fairly  carried  out;  and  I  must  have,  during 
the  time  mentioned,  treated  at  least  fifty  such  cases,  without  counting  any 
examples  of  chronic  or  sub-acute  rheumatism. 

Now,  as  heart-disease  is  said  to  occur  very  frequently  (it  has  been 
said  in  one  out  of  every  three  cases),  it  will  be  well  worth  while  to  try 
what  I  recommend,  and  to  substantiate  my  correctness,  or  to  prove  that  I 
am  mistaken  in  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  an  alkaline  treatment ;  and, 
as  an  additional  recommendation,  the  medical  man  can,  and  ought,  to  pre- 
scribe other  remedies  at  the  same  time.  During  the  years  mentioned, 
my  practice  was  carried  on  in  the  country,  and  was  of  such  a  nature 
that  if  any  one  fell  ill  again,  who  had  once  been  under  my  treatment,  he 
would  have  probably  applied  to  me  again,  or  I  should  have  heard  of  the 
recurrence  of  disease.  In  proof  of  this,  I  may  mention  that  my  notes 
contain  the  cases  of  many  who  have  been  under  my  care  for  the  second 
and  third  time.  It  is  this  circumstance  of  my  having  been  able  to  watch 
the  after-progress  of  my  patients,  that  gives  weight  to  my  assertion ;  for, 
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in  a  metropolitan  or  widely-spread  practice,  relapses  or  fresh  attacks  might 
occur,  and  yet  the  practitioner  hear  nothing  of  them. 

1  have  already  said  that  I  do  not  solely  rely  on  the  alkali,  excepting  as 
a  prophylactic  against  heart-disease  in  rheumatism,  for  although  I  had 
heard  of  a  practice,  general  in  some  parts  of  England,  of  giving  alkali, 
and  I  had  also  heard  of  the  success  of  such  treatment,  yet  I  found  myself 
obliged  to  combine  it  with  other  remedies.  I  do  not  mean,  in  the  present 
paper,  to  go  into  the  detail  of  the  different  modes  of  treatment,  nor  to 
describe  the  indications  pointing  to  one  mode  of  treatment  rather  than  to 
another,  but  I  would  ask  those  medical  gentlemen  who  are  well  placed 
for  such  an  experiment,  to  make  a  perseuer«'n_g-  trial  of  adding  moderate, 
yet  not  too  small,  doses  of  the  liquor  or  carbonas  potassae,  to  colchicum, 
or  to  any  other  (not  chemically  incompatible)  remedy  which  they  may  be 
in  the  habit  of  prescribing  :  and  1  would  ask  them  to  watch  and  report 
the  result,  whether  in  confirmation  or  refutation  of  the  aetiology  here 
propounded.  My  own  conjectures  as  to  the  modus  operandi o{  \\\q  alkali 
are,  that  it  may  act  in  a  fourfold  way  : — 

First.  As  a  neutralizer  of  the  acid  predominant  in  the  system,  and  as  a 
restorer  of  the  alkaline  condition  of  the  blood. 

Second.  As  a  thinner  of  the  fibrine  superabounding  in  the  blood;  for 
the  physiologist  of  these  days  correctly  maintains  that  a  gently  alkaline 
condition  is  essential  to  the  normal  fluidity  of  the  blood. 

Third.  It  may  act  as  a  sedative,  indirectly,  by  the  two  first  modes  of 
action. 

Lastly.  It  may  act  as  a  diuretic,  thus  helping  to  carry  off  the  morbid 
elements  of  the  blood. 

According  to  Andral,  and  others,  blood-letting  shows  little  or  no  power, 
either  in  diminishing  the  fibrine,  or  in  curing  the  disease,  and  cases  of 
acute  rheumatism  are  on  record  in  which  heart  disease  occurred,  in  spite 
of  a  treatment  very  active,  and  in  every  respect  able,  excepting  that  no 
alkali  had  been  given.  On  the  other  hand,  the  cases  treated  by  myself, 
and  where  alkali  was  pretty  freely  given,  show  a  marked  exemption  from 
heart  disease. — London  Lancet. 
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rrom  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie's  Lectnres  at  St.  George's  Hospitsd. 

I  SHALL  speak  to  you  to-day,  gentlemen,  of  the  case  of  James  Miles,  on 
whom  you  saw  me  operate  a  few  days  since  for  stricture  of  the  urethra  ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  I  shall  make  some  general  observations  on  the  treat- 
ment of  that  disease.  This  man  has  been  making  water  in  a  small 
stream  for  several  years  past;  we  cannot  tell  exactly  how  long,  because 
laboring  men  do  not  attend  to  these  things,  and  it  might  have  occurred  a 
long  time  before  it  attracted  his  notice.  About  a  year  ago  he  was  seized 
with  retention  of  urine,  and  had  it  drawn  off  by  Mr.  Bates,  who  intro- 
duced a  catheter  into  the  bladder  for  the  purpose.  He  was  admitted  into 
this  Hospital  on  the  12th  of  July  last  (six  months  since),  with  the  follow- 
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ing  symptoms  :  his  water  was  alkaline,  and  deposited  a  ropy  mucus  ;  his 
countenance  was  anxious ;  he  was  feverish,  and  had  great  difficulty  in  pass- 
ing his  water.  Catheter,  No.  1,  was  introduced  into  his  bladder,  and  its 
use  was  continued  till  lately,  having  been  now  discontinued,  because  there 
has  been  great  difficulty  in  passing  the  instrument,  the  urethra  feeling  hard 
and  resisting,  and  because  its  introduction  was  followed  by  shivering,  and 
attacks  of  fever  which  endangered  his  life.  The  patient  then  was  in  this 
condition :  he  had  stricture  of  long  standing  ;  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  bladder  was  inflamed,  as  was  shown  by  the  adhesive  mucus  in  the 
urine  ;  and  he  could  not  be  relieved  by  ordinary  treatment,  as  he  could 
not  bear  the  catheter  being  left  in  the  bladder  from  the  shivering.  In  the 
generality  of  cases,  no  bad  symptoms  follow  the  ordinary  mode  of  treat- 
ment ;  but,  in  this  instance,  such  a  proceeding  was  inadmissible.  Let 
me  then  point  out  the  best  course  to  pursue  in  such  cases ;  also,  explaining 
what  are  the  principal  difficulties  in  stricture  of  the  urethra.  First,  cases 
occur  where  the  passing  of  an  instrument  is  followed  by  a  violent  attack 
of  shivering,  and  fever  supervenes  which  may  last  for  weeks  ;  sometimes 
a  rheumatic  fever,  and  I  have  known  instances  where  it  has  been  follow- 
ed even  by  mania.  Much  depends  in  these  cases  on  the  constitution  of 
the  patient ;  and  this  class  of  symptoms  occurs  chiefly  in  persons,  who 
have  resided  in  hot  climates.  Now  you  know  that,  if  you  pass  an  in- 
strument repeatedly  for  a  patient,  suijmilting  him  each  time  to  these  at- 
tacks of  shivering  and  fever,  you  will  reduce  his  strength  to  an  alarming 
extent,  and  for  a  long  lime  1  did  not  know  how  to  overcome  this  diffi- 
culty. In  some  instances  you  will  succeed  by  giving  large  doses  of 
opium,  purging  the  patient  next  day,  and  repeating  this  treatment  after 
each  introduction  of  the  catheter.  I  say  the  rigors  may  subside  from  the 
effects  of  these  remedies,  but  their  efficacy  is  doubtful,  and  they  succeed 
permanently  in  comparatively  few  cases.  Sometimes  the  opium  relieves 
the  symptoms  one  day,  but  they  return  the  next  ;  at  other  times  it  dis- 
tresses the  patient  so  much  that  he  will  not  take  it  ;  sometimes  it  relieves 
the  patient  for  a  length  of  time,  but  then  if  discontinued  the  symptoms 
return.  But  in  all  these  cases,  1  observed  that  the  shivering  did  not 
come  on  till  the  patient  made  water,  so  that  it  struck  me  it  might  be  pro- 
duced by  the  urine  passing  over  the  part,  and  not  from  the  mere  passing 
of  the  instrument.  I  directly  said,  therefore,  that  if  such  be  the  case,  I 
have  only  to  prevent  this  occurring,  and  the  symptoms  will  be  perma- 
nently relieved.  In  order  to  effect  this,  I  introduced  a  gum  catheter  into 
the  bladder  instead  of  a  bougie,  and  putting  a  peg  in  the  oj>en  end,  lefi 
it  there  ;  by  this  method  the  urine  has  been  entirely  prevented  from  flow- 
ing over  the  part,  and  I  believe  in  every  case  where  1  have  employed  this 
method  of  treatment,  it  has  been  successful,  although  I  have  been  told 
that  in  other  hands  it  has  failed.  A  gentleman  who  had  been  residing  in 
Gibraltar  came  to  me  some  time  ago :  he  had  been  suffering  from  stric- 
ture a  great  length  of  time,  for  which  he  had  had  a  bougie  passed  from 
time  to  time  ;  but  it  was  always  followed  by  an  attack  of  shivering  which 
laid  him  up  for  a  month.  Well,  I  passed  a  bougie  for  him,  and  sure 
enough  I  laid  him  up  for  a  month ;  during  that  period  I  observed  the 
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circumstances  which  I  Iiave  been  relating  to  you,  and  having  passed  a 
gum  catheter  for  him,  I  left  it  there,  and  he  had  no  return  of  symptoms. 
When  it  had  been  there  several  days  I  withdrew  it,  and  in  about  half  an 
hour  replaced  it  by  one  a  little  larger  ;  after  this  he  was  able  to  pass  the 
instrument  himself,  and  no  further  difficulty  arose.  Secondly,  cases  oc- 
cur in  which  the  difficulty  arises  from  your  not  being  able  to  get  an  in- 
strument into  the  bladder  ;  you  pass  it  once,  perhaps,  and  then  are  pre- 
vented doing  so  for  a  twelvemonth  afterwards  ;  when  this  happens,  it  is 
mostly  in  old  cases  where  the  urethra  is  very  much  narrowed.  The  ni- 
trate of  silver  will  sometimes  relax  it  for  a  little  while,  but  I  have  seen 
cases  where  even  this  was  ineffectual,  and  where  no  common  method 
would  succeed.  When  I  commenced  practice,  I  met  with  a  case  of 
this  description  which  perplexed  me  very  much,  but  it  has  served  as  a 
practical  lesson  to  me  ever  since.  The  circumstances  of  the  case  were 
these.  A  gentleman  came  to  London,  and  placed  himself  under  my 
care  for  a  stricture  of  the  urethra.  1  passed  a  bougie  for  him  once, 
but  could  never  succeed  afterwards;  perhaps  if  such  a  case  occur- 
red to  me  now,  I  might  succeed,  but  from  what  I  recollect  of  this  case, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  I  might  not.  I  tried  the  application  of  nitrate  of 
silver,  and  gave  him  opium,  but  still  he  could  not  make  water.  In  two 
or  three  days,  his  bladder  became  so  much  distended  that  I  was  afraid  it 
would  burst  behind  the  stricture.  To  avoid  this  I  introduced  my  finger 
into  the  rectum,  and  punctured  the  bladder  from  that  part,  leaving  the 
canula  in  the  opening  for  several  days,  as  the  opium  he  had  taken  con- 
stipated his  bowels.  At  the  end  of  about  the  second  or  third  day  I  re- 
moved the  canula,  and  the  opening  became  fistulous,  so  that  the  water 
for  the  most  part  came  from  the  rectum.  What  was  the  consequence  ? 
Why,  in  a  short  time  the  stricture  became  manageable,  and  the  patient 
soon  got  well.  The  pressure  of  the  urine  on  the  back  part  of  the  stric- 
ture had  been  keeping  up  a  constant  state  of  irritation,  and  when  this 
was  removed  the  disease  also  disappeared. 

Some  now  present  will  remember  a  [)atient  who  was  in  this  Hospital 
three  or  four  years  ago,  on  whom  unsuccessful  attempts  were  repeatedly 
made,  to  pass  a  catheter  ;  I  succeeded  twice  only  ;  and  the  patient,  much 
plagued  at  getting  no  better,  was,  at  his  own  request,  taken  to  the  operat- 
ing theatre,  when  I  cut  into  the  perineum,  and  dissected  down  to  the  bulb 
of  the  urethra,  then  directed  the  patient  to  strain  ;  this  enabled  me  to  feel 
the  bulging  in  the  urethra,  by  which  I  knew  I  was  in  the  right  place  ;  I 
then  made  an  incision  into  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra,  and  the 
contents  of  the  bladder  immediately  gushed  out.  This  case  occurred 
just  before  I  went  into  the  country  for  my  usual  vacation  ;  and  during  my 
absence  the  urine  was  allowed  to  come  away  by  the  fistulous  opening  in 
the  perineum,  and  when  I  came  back  I  was  enabled  to  pass  an  instru- 
ment witiiout  difficulty.  Mr.  Stafford  invented  an  instrument  for  cutting 
through  a  stricture,  but  I  do  not  think  it  safe  to  employ  it.  It  is  nothing 
more  than  a  common  silver  catheter,  v*'ith  a  lancet  at  the  end  ;  you  may 
have  half  an  inch  to  cut  through,  and  if  you  passed  such  an  instrument 
into  the  cellular  membrane  surrounding  the  urethra,  you  would  have  effu- 
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sion  of  urine,  from  the  effects  of  which  the  patient  in  all  probabilily 
would  die.  But  this  may  be  modified,  as  you  see  here  (showing  the 
instrument),  where  you  have  no  curve  in  the  instrument,  but  merely  a 
straight  catheter,  having  at  its  extremity  a  stilette,  which,  by  means  of  a 
screw  at  the  opposite  end,  may  be  made  to  protrude  any  required  distance. 
I  will  tell  you  of  a  case  in  which  I  first  employed  it,  A  man  who  had 
previously  been  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Earle,  at  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
was  admitted  here  and  placed  under  my  care  ;  he  had  stricture,  and  I 
never  could  pass  a  catheter  for  him  ;  1  therefore  had  him  taken  to  the 
operating  theatre,  and  I  cut  into  the  perinaeum  on  the  left  side  of  the 
raphe ;  then  dissecting  down  to  the  urethra,  I  laid  it  open  behind  the 
stricture;  and  having  passed  the  instrument  I  have  just  shown  you  into 
the  urethra,  and  drawn  the  penis  as  forward  as  possible,  1  passed  one 
finger  of  my  other  hand  into  the  opening  of  the  urethra  close  under  the 
symphysis  pubis,  and  then  screwing  out  the  stilette,  and  being  guided  by 
my  finger,  I  pressed  it  forwards  through  the  stricture.  Having  done  this,  I 
removed  the  instrument,  and  replaced  it  by  a  common  gum  catheter,  which 
1  left  there  several  days  to  prevent  the  irritation  which  would  have  been 
produced  by  allowing  the  urine  to  flow  over  the  part,  and  the  patient  en- 
tirely recovered.  J  can  recollect  the  time  when  the  surgeon  used  to  cut 
into  the  perinaeum,  and,  what  was  called,  dissected  out  the  stricture  :  I  say 
"  what  was  called,"  for,  in  fact,  the  surgeon  did  not  know  what  he  was  do- 
ing ;  this  I  have  from  persons  who  saw  the  operation  performed.  I  never 
saw  it  done  in  this  hospital,  but  it  has  been  done  in  others.  1  have  been 
told  that  sometimes  the  surgeon  succeeded,  but  in  most  cases  the  pa- 
tients died  :  and  certainly  it  does  appear  absurd,  when  there  is  an  opera- 
tion so  simple  as  the  one  I  have  been  describing,  to  venture  on  one  ex- 
traordinary in  itself — dangerous  in  its  consequences.  When  the  opening 
has  been  made,  as  directed  in  my  operation,  the  catheter  is  immediately 
passed,  which  entirely  prevents  effusion  taking  place.  In  the  two  last 
cases  you  have  seen  in  the  Hospital,  the  instrument  could  be  got  through 
the  stricture,  but  the  difficulty  was  this  :  it  always  produced  a  fit  of  shiv- 
ering, so  that  it  could  not  be  allowed  to  remain.  The  operation  you 
saw  me  perform  the  other  day  was  as  follows  :  I  cut  down  into  the  pe- 
rineum till  I  could  feel  the  staff  at  the  part  where  it  passed  through  the 
prostate  gland  ;  then,  turning  the  knife  forwards  in  the  groove  of  the 
staff,  I  divided  the  stricture  in  the  direction  of  the  penis,  and  I  could  feel 
that  I  was  cutting  through  a  hard  gristly  substance.  The  question  then 
was,  whether  an  instrument  was  to  be  passed  through  the  urethra,  or  the 
opening  made  in  the  perineum?  The  latter  was  decided  upon,  and  the 
patient  is  going  on  tolerably  well.  The  urine  is  already  alkaline, — Lon- 
don Medical  Times. 


HEMOPTYSIS,    WITH    SUPPURATION   OF  RIGHT  LUNG,  AND  HYPER. 
TROPHY    OF   THE   HEART. 

By  John  P.  Harrison,  M.D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Major  P.,  an  eminent  lawyer,  possessed  of  a  quick  and  ready  talent  for 
public  speaking,  had,  before  1  saw  him,  several   attacks  of  pulmonary 
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hemorrhage,  which  were  brought  on  by  severe  professional  labor.  Several 
months  before  my  first  visit,  an  abscess  liad  formed  in  the  right  lung,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  pus  had  been  discharged. 

April  20M,  1843. — This  day,  in  consultation  with  his  attending  phy- 
sician, a  gentletnan  of  intelligence  and  practical  tact,  I  saw  the  patient. 
He  was  slowly  recovering  from  the  severe  illness,  connected  with  the  sup- 
puration of  the  lungs,  and  from  a  recent  eruption  of  blood  from  the  lungs. 
Upon  careful  examination  of  his  chest,  by  auscultation  and  percussion,  no 
tubercles  could  be  detected  in  eitlier  lobe  of  the  lungs.  There  was  evi- 
dent hypertropl)y  of  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  and  a  cavity  existed 
in  the  lower  portion  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs. 

The  action  of  the  heart  was  very  |X)werful,  lifting  up  the  hand  when 
it  was  placed  over  the  cardiac  region.  Our  diagnosis  was  a  cavity  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  right  lung,  whence  the  copious  eruption  of  pus  had 
issued,  which  the  bursting  of  the  abscess  had  occasioned  two  months  ago  ; 
some  condensation  of  pulmonary  tissue  around  the  location  of  the  cavity 
of  the  abscess  ;  no  tubercles  in  either  lung  ;  hypertrophy  of  the  right 
ventricle  of  the  heart. 

Having  been  freely  depleted  by  the  lancet,  before  I  saw  him,  no  fur- 
ther detraction  of  blood  was  employed.  Nitrate  of  potash,  digitalis  and 
tart,  emetic  were  given  pretty  freely,  so  as  to  moderate  the  action  of  the 
heart,  and  subdue  the  tendency  to  hemorrhage.  Under  this  treatment 
he  improved  very  much,  and  in  a  few  weeks  was  able  to  go  out  in  fine 
weather. 

He  had,  however,  one  or  two  returns  of  hemoptysis  during  the  spring 
and  summer,  brought  on  by  imprudent  exposure,  and  the  exercise  of  his 
professional  duties  at  the  bar.  Once  he  experienced  a  renewal  of  the 
hemorrhage  from  the  lungs  by  indulging,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  a 
physician  who  was  not  in  attendance,  in  animal  food.  His  health,  under 
a  strict  vegetable  diet,  and  regulated  niode  of  living  as  regards  exercise, 
and  abstinence  from  all  attempts  at  speaking,  greatly  improved,  and  I 
heard  nothing  of  him  for  several  months  till  his  last  illness. 

October  3fL — Saw  him  ;  pain  very  intense  in  the  right  and  lower  por- 
tion of  the  chest ;  some  serous  effusion  in  the  right  cavity  of  the  thorax  ; 
absence  of  respiratory  murmur  in  the  inferior  portion  of  the  right  Iimg  ; 
pulse  weak  and  quick,  action  of  the  heart  tumultuous  and  irregular;  gene- 
ral strength  much  reduced  ;  slight  anasarca  of  ankles. 

Some  days  before  this  date  he  had  exposed  himself — had  a  return  of 
the  hcemoptysis,  for  which  he  had  been  bled. 

The  effusion  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  increased,  day  after  day,  un- 
til he  died,  on  the  11th  of  October. 

Seciio-cadaveris,  on  the  13th  of  October, — A  gallon  of  serum  was 
found  in  the  right  side  of  the  chest;  a  few  miliary  tubercles  at  the  upper 
portion  of  the  right  lung ;  about  two  thirds  of  the  right  lung  (the  lower 
portion)  was  hepatized  ;  a  cavity,  of  an  irregular  shape,  which  would  hold 
half  an  ounce  of  fluid,  was  found  in  the  inferior  part  of  the  right  lung. 
The  right  ventricle  of  the  heart  was  much  thickened  in  its  walls — no  di- 
latation, or  contraction,  of  the  cavities  of  the  heart;  a  pint  of  serum  in  the 
lefl  cavity  of  the  chest. 


436  Case  of  Poisoning  by  the  Cashew  Nut. 

Originally,  as  far  as  the  history  of  the  case  could  be  ascertained,  this 
was  an  attack  of  hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart ;  the  lung 
affection  was  consequent  to  the  urgent  impulsive  power  of  the  central  or- 
gan of  the  circulation,  throwing  the  blood  with  morbid  force  and  quantity 
on  the  pulmonary  apparatus.  The  abscess  of  the  lungs  resulted  from 
the  inflammation,  set  up  in  the  parenchyma,  affected  with  the  hemorrhagic 
congestion  of  blood. 

The  valuable  life  of  this  gentleman  might  have  been  prolonged  by  a 
most  scrupulous  avoidance  of  everything  calculated  to  disturb  and  quick- 
en the  action  of  the  heart.  But  such  was  the  great  activity  of  his  mind, 
that  in  despite  of  repeated  cautions,  he  constantly  transgressed  the  only 
measure  which  could  have  effectually  protected  him  from  a  renewal  of 
the  pulmonary  attacks. —  Western  Lancet. 


CASE  OF  POISONING   BY  THE  CASHEW  NUT. 

By  P.  Le  B.  Stickney,  M.D.,  Philadelphia. 

James  B ,  a  lad   about  16  years  of  age,  was   poisoned  by  rubbing 

upon  the  back  of  his  hand,  the  acrid  juice  of  the  cashew  nut. 

The  effects  of  the  poison  were  first  manifested  by  an  excessive  inflam- 
mation of  the  affected  part,  accompanied  with  pain  and  an  almost  intole- 
rable itching. 

This  was  followed  by  an  eruption  of  small  red  pimples,  which  soon 
suppurated,  bearing  a  close  resemblance  to  the  pustular  eruption  produced 
by  croton  oil.  In  a  short  time  these  pustules  discharged  a  very  small 
quantity  of  thin  pus,  coalesced,  and  became  covered  with  a  thin  pellicle, 
filled  with  serum,  giving  to  the  skin  the  appearance  of  having  been  cov- 
ered with  small  blisters. 

The  blistering  or  desquamation  of  the  cuticle  was  confined  to  the  part 
upon  which  the  juice  had  been  applied,  excepting  the  lips,  which  being 
repeatedly  rubbed  by  the  hand  presented  a  similar  appearance,  whilst  the 
swelling  and  pustular  eruption  extended  to  the  other  parts  of  the  body. 

The  penis  and  scrotum  were  enormously  distended  by  an  oedematous 
swelling,  but  the  eruption  was  confined  entirely  to  the  scrotum. 

The  urine,  which  was  voided  in  large  quantities,  was  of  a  dark  bottle- 
green  color,  possessed  its  natural  smell,  and  deposited  no  sediment.  Un- 
fortunately it  was  not  analyzed,  and  we  have  therefore  no  means  of  satis- 
factorily accounting  for  this  peculiar  color. 

The  general  health  of  the  patient  was  not  materially  affected.  On 
the  first  appearance  of  the  swelling,  there  was  some  fever  and  thirst. 

Saline  purgatives,  with  warm  and  cold  fomentations,  and  poultices  of 
the  slippery  elm  bark,  were  used  with  benefit. 

A  poultice  of  bread  and  milk,  with  the  common  plantain  leaf,  appeared 
to  be  most  serviceable  in  removing  the  swelling  and  itching — perhaps  the 
flax-seed  pouliice  would  have  answered  equally  as  well. 

The  cashew  nut  is  a  product  of  the  Anacardium  Occidentale,  a  small 
tree  growing  in  the  West  Indies  and  other  parts  of  tropical  America, 
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The  active  property  of  the  poison  is  found  in  the  black  juice  contained 
between  the  outer  and  inner  shell  of  the  nut,  and  is  exceedingly  acrid  and 
corrosive. 

Mr.  Worthington,  of  this  city,  some  time  since  tried  some  experiments 
with  the  juice  of  the  nut.  Having  dissolved  it  in  aether,  he  obtained  by 
evaporation  a  thick,  dark-brown  colored  oil,  which  contained  the  poison- 
ous principle.  He  was  deterred  from  further  experiments  on  account  of 
the  severe  effects  produced  upon  him  by  the  poison. 

A  more  extended  description  of  the  plant  and  properties  of  the  nut, 
may  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the  last  edition  of  the  U.  S.  Dispensa- 
tory, under  the  head  of  "  Anacardium  Occidentale. — Philadelphia 
Medical  Examiner. 


SOME   ACCOUNT   OF   CRETINISM   IN   SWITZERLAND. 

Felix  Platner,  in  1611,  thus  graphically  pictured  those  miserable 
beings  who  still,  as  then,  vegetate  in  the  valleys  of  Switzerland,  as  if 
Nature,  delighting  in  strong  contrasts,  had  given  human  pride  a  lesson  of 
humility,  by  placing  amidst  some  of  the  most  exquisite  of  earthly  scenes 
the  lowest,  loathsomest  specimens  of  human  nature  : — "  There  are,"  says 
Platner,  "some  stupid  creatures  who  besides  being  born  so,  have  other 
vices  of  conformation.  They  are  chiefly  seen  in  the  valleys,  sitting  at  the 
doors  of  the  cottages,  staring  upwards,  or  playing  with  sticks  in  their 
hands,  and  grinning  at  passers-by.  Their  heads  are  mis-shapen,  and 
mouths  and  tongues  so  thick  and  swollen  that  many  are  unable  to  articu- 
late sounds.     They  were  indeed  hideous  to  see." 

These  are  the  Cretins  of  the  present  day,  the  numbers  of  whom,  it  is 
supposed,  amounts  to  SOOO  completely  idiotic,  and  double  or  treble  that 
number  who  are  more  or  less  affected.  A  statistical  survey,  however, 
has  been  undertaken,  which  will  give  some  certain  information. 

The  word  "  Cretin  "  is  said  to  be  derived  from  "  craetira,"  which,  in 
the  Romance  or  old  Italian  language  (still  prevalent  in  a  part  of  the  can- 
ton Graubundten),  means  "  a  poor  creature  ;"  a  word  very  significant  cf 
a  disease  which  consists  essentially  of  such  an  enfeebled  state  of  both 
body  and  mind  as  unfits  them  for  the  commonest  purposes  of  life.  "The 
sole  condition  which  prevails  in  all  is  a  want  of  tone  or  energy,  evident 
either  in  the  whole  being  or  in  a  particular  series  of  organs."  Cretin- 
ism and  goitre  have  often  been  confounded,  as  one  and  the  same  disease. 
They  commonly  coexist ;  but  there  are  many  "Cretins"  that  have  not 
"goitre,"  and  vice  versa.  In  extreme  cases  the  head  is  mis-shapen,  the 
limbs  and  body  deformed  ;  the  Cretin  can  neither  hold  up  his  head, 
stand,  or  walk  ;  he  is  deaf,  and,  consequently,  dumb  ;  his  eyes  give  him 
no  definite  sensation  ;  and  his  taste,  smell  and  touch  are  similarly  de- 
fective :  he  is  so  dependent  on  others  "  that  a  day  of  neglect  would  be 
the  day  of  his  death." 

Dr.  Guggenbuhl,  a  Swiss  protestant  physician,  struck  with  the  wretch- 
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edness  of  these  beings,  has,  with  a  zeal,  devotion,  and  earnestness  of 
purpose  worthy  of  all  praise,  devoted  his  hfe  to  the  amelioration  of  their 
condition.  For  two  years  he  lived  in  one  of  the  small  valleys  in  which 
Cretinism  was  endemic,  to  study  the  disease ;  he  then  travelled  over 
Switzerland  to  ascertain  its  localities  ;  and  having  satisfied  himself  as  to 
the  means  of  cure,  he  called  tlie  attention  of  his  countrynien  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  has  been  enabled  to  begin  his  benevolent  experiment  on  a  small 
scale. 

Dr.  Guggenbuhl  believes  that  in  four  cases  out  of  five  the  disease  con- 
sists in  a  want  of  due  bodily  vigor,  which  renders  the  senses  incapable 
of  conveying  external  impressions  to  the  mind  ;  and  not  in  tlie  non-ex- 
istence of  the  mental  faculties  ;  or,  in  other  words,  in  no  organic  defect 
of  the  material  organ  of  the  mind  ;  and  his  treatment  consists  in  im- 
proving the  bodily  health  by  air,  exercise,  diet,  friction,  baths  and 
medicines,  and  in  subsequently  rousing  the  inert  senses  by  a  steady 
course  of  instruction.  The  only  cause  which  he  has  found  to  be  con- 
stant in  all  those  localities  in  Switzerland,  where  Cretinism  is  endemic, 
is  the  damp  warm  air  of  close  valleys  among  the  mountains  where  there 
is  no  free  circulation  ;  and  it  is  an  essential  feature  of  his  plan,  that  the 
institutions  for  the  cure  of  this  disease  should  be  situated  in  high  moun- 
tains, far  above  the  altitude  of  any  of  the  valleys  in  which  it  prevails. 
For  this  purpose  he  has  purchased  a  cottage  on  the  Abendherg,  near 
Interlachen,  3600  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  which  is  1000  feet  above 
any  place  where  Cretinism  is  endemic.  Ascending  a  steep  mountain, 
amongst  thick  fit  forests,  the  traveller  at  last  arrives  at  an  open  space 
of  grass-land,  on  which  is  a  cottage — a  spot  of  rare  beauty,  with  ranges 
of  mountains,  covered  with  snow  above,  and  far  beneath,  a  lake  and  the 
green  valley  of  Interlachen.  This  cottage  is  the  field  of  this  Swiss  phy- 
sician's self-denying  labors.  "  1  my  sell,"  he  wrote  to  his  countrymen, 
when  urging  the  claims  of  these  poor  idiots,  "  will  dedicate  my  life  and 
all  my  powers  to  this  sadly-neglected  class  of  mankind  ;  and,  regardless 
of  all  difficulties,  will  strive  to  realize  the  wish  which  day  and  night  is 
the  continual  subject  of  my  thoughts.''  And  here  be  is  canying  out  his 
heroic  purpose,  surrounded  by  children  in  every  stage  of  imbecility  of 
body  and  of  mind.  He  has  an  assistant  who  has  had  experience  in  the 
instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dmnb,  and  "  Sisters  of  Charity  "  act  as  nurses. 
Tile  bodily  health  is  first  attended  to,  and  the  fresh  mountain  air,  proper 
food,  cold  baths  and  frictions,  soon  enable  those  to  walk  and  exert  their 
muscles  who  on  their  entrance  could  not  walk  steadily  or  feed  themselves, 
or  even  could  not  hold  up  their  heads  or  move  their  limbs.  As  soon  as  the 
health  is  sufficiently  improved,  education  is  begun.  The  ear  is  first  roused 
by  speaking  through  ear-trumpets,  beginning  with  the  vowels.  The  child 
is  then  taught  to  perform  with  its  mouth  the  motions  required  to  express 
the  sound,  so  as  to  connect  the  sound  itself  with  the  mode  of  expressing  it, 
so  that  the  pronunciation  is  by  degrees  attained.  Letters  are  carved  in 
wood,  by  means  of  which  the  cliild  connects  them  with  the  sounds, 
either  by  touch  or  sight.  Thus  the  cliihh'en  gradually  form  words  which 
they  utter.     Next  common   utensils — as  knives,  keys.  &ic. — are  painted. 
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and  they  learn  to  place  llie  instruments  themselves  on  the  pictures. 
Sometime?,  when  this  process  does  not  avail  to  fix  the  sight  on  an  object, 
marks  or  letteis  are  figured  with  phospiiorus  on  the  walls  of  a  room, 
and  then  tlie  instruction  begins,  in  winter,  after  sunset,  or  in  summer  in 
a  darkened  room.  And  this  method  often  proves  effectual,  when  others 
fail.  Stneil  and  taste  also  need  development,  as  many  would  swallow 
whatever  was  placed  in  the  mouth,  and  would  pay  no  attention  to  any 
odor.  "  And  when  the  hour  of  instruction  is  over,  the  benevolent  physi- 
cian devotes  himself  to  their  amusement." 

A  child  admitted  at  two  years  of  age,  a  senseless  mass,  unable  to  hold 
up  her  head  or  move  her  limbs,  was  so  much  improved  in  bodily  vigor, 
in  three  months,  as  to  be  fit  for  instruction,  and  a  year  afterwards  was 
strong,  able  to  walk,  and  fed  herself,  knew  all  parts  of  the  house,  could 
say  her  letters  and  many  words  of  one  syllable. 

A  boy,  six  years  old,  when  admitted  could  scarcely  walk,  could  not 
fix  his  dull  eyes  on  any  object,  could  not  speak,  and  his  only  sound  was 
like  the  cry  of  an  animal.  It  required  a  month's  constant  effort  before 
his  attention  could  be  directed  to  any  object.  A  year  afterwards  his 
countenance  was  intelligent,  he  could  walk,  feed  hiinself,  and  pronounce 
his  vowels  distinctly.  The  first  three-quarters  of  a  year  was  given  to 
bodily  improvement  only. 

A  girl  eight  years  old,  could  neither  feed  herself  nor  stand  eight  months 
ago.  Now  she  has  the  full  use  of  her  limbs,  and  education  is  begun.  As 
soon  as  they  are  rendered  fit  to  employ  themselves  in  some  manual  oc- 
cupation, and  to  receive  ordinary  instruction,  they  are  no  longer  con- 
sidered as  cretins,  but  are  sent  to  their  homes  and  to  the  village  schools. 
Three  have  already  left. 

Cretinism  is  often  but  not  always  hereditary.  "  If  a  child  born  appa- 
rently in  good  health  does  not  continue  to  be  well-developed  during  the 
first  year,  it  is  observed  that  nutrition  first  fails,  tlien  the  powers  of  speech 
and  walking,  and  then  the  arrest  of  development  becomes  complete,  if 
tiie  child  is  not  soon  placed  in  the  most  advantageous  situation."  There- 
fore if  the  disease  is  to  be  arrested,  the  treatment  cannot  be  begun  too 
early,  and  one  of  the  rules  of  the  Institution  is,  that  none  will  be  adn)it- 
ted  after  six  years  of  age,  but  this  is  not  rigorously  adhered  to. 

We  have  drawn  this  sketch  from  a  pamphlet  by  Dr.  W.  Twining,  of 
London,  who  personally  visited  the  small  establishment  on  the  Abendberg, 
and  became  so  much  interested  in  the  undertaking  as  to  endeavor  to 
awake  attention  to  it  in  England,  and  a  committee  is  organized  to  collect 
subscriptions. 

Although  we  have  ourselves  no  cretins,  yet  practically  this  history  may 
be  useful  by  enforcing  the  great  lesson  that  cannot  be  learned  too  often  ; 
tliat  hygienic  means,  pure  air,  exercise  and  diet  are  the  iniportant  reme- 
dies for  restoring  muscular  strength  and  nervous  energy  :  that  the  de- 
velopment of  the  mental  powers  is  greatly  dependent  on  the  due  develop- 
ment of  the  bodily  ones,  and  hence  in  the  weakly  or  debilitated,  the 
general  liealth  mu-^t  be  improved  as  the  necessary  preliminary  step  to 
education  ;  that  inattention  in  the  child  to  the  impressions  of  the  various 
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senses  is  often  a  syniptom  of  deficient  nervous  energy,  and  one  that  is  tc 
be  remedied  by  improving  the  bodily  strength,  and  by  awakening  the 
attention  of  each  sense,  the  assiduous  and  long-continued  application  of 
its  own  appropriate  stimulus;  and  that  this  "malady  of  not  marking," 
this  deficient  power  of  attention,  so  injurious  to  the  strength  and  useful- 
ness of  the  mind  subsequently,  should  be  regarded  not  indolently  as  an 
almost  hopeless  mental  defect,  l)ut  as  a  disease  which  requires  for  its  cure 
or  improvement  bodily  as  well  as  mental  remedies. 

It  would  be  an  unpardonable  neglect  to  conclude  without  strongly  ex- 
pressing admiration  of  Dr.  Guggenbuhl.  It  is  a  good  thing  occasionally 
to  find  a  man  (and  one  o^  our  own  calling),  thus  giving  up  his  life  to  an 
object  of  pure,  unmixed  benevolence;  sacrificing  everything  to  a  "wish 
which  is  tlie  continual  subject  of  his  thoughts,"  when  that  wish  is,  not 
success  in  life,  nor  mere  honors,  nor  the  carrying  out  of  some  scientific 
object,  nor  any  minor  hobby  such  as  men  are  often  possessed  by,  but  to 
raise  to  the  condition  of  buu)an  beings,  a  body  of  his  fellow-countrymen 
who  have  hitherto  been  consigned  to  helpless,  hopeless  idiotcy. — British 
and  Foreign  Medical  Hevieiv. 


EPIDEMIC    ERYSIPELATOUS    FEVER— NO.    VIII. 

By  J.  A.  Allen,  M.D.,  Middlebury,  Vermont. 
[Communicated  for  the  lioston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — Continued  from  page  402.] 

To  mitigate  the  chills  and  rigors,  to  prevent  unfortunate  congestions,  and 
to  diminish  the  violence  of  the  anticipated  pyrexia,  the  patient  has  usu- 
ally been  enveloped  in  bed,  and  surrounded,  to  some  extent,  with  sub- 
stances made  agreeably  warm ;  and  some  diaphoretic  medicine  at  regular 
and  at  short  intervals,  usually  about  two  hours,  administered,  Antimonials 
have  generally  been  preferred.  With  these,  occasionally,  has  been  com- 
bined a  few  grains  of  Dover's  powder,  but  more  fi'equently,  the  pulvis 
sanguinarice  composita,  which  has  been  prepared  by  substituting  pulv. 
sanguinarics  Canadensis  for  ipecacuanha. 

To  co-operate  with  these  means,  warm  sudorific  beverages  have  been 
in  frequent  doses  administered.  For  this  purpose,  several  of  the  aromatic 
plants  have  been  used.  The  salvia  officinalis  has  answered  a  double 
purpose,  being  a  salutary  gargle  and  a  pleasant  diaphoretic  draught. 
When  the  principal  intention  has  been  to  promote  an  agreeable  diapho- 
resis, some  of  the  verticillate  plants,  as  nepeta  ca/rt?-za,  hedeoma  ^u/e^- 
ioides,  &z,c.,  have  been  selected  on  account  of  their  being  more  sudorific 
and  less  stimulating. 

Of  the  class  of  diaphoretics,  when  the  principal  intention  has  been  to 
promote  a  sudorific  effect,  and  by  this  means  to  allay  abnormal  vascular 
action,  no  article  in  my  hands  has  proved  equally  efficient  with  the  j^ulvis 
antimonialis.  This  medicine,  to  be  productive  of  its  most  beneficial  in- 
fluence, must  be  administered  in  as  large  doses  as  the  stomach  will  bear, 
without  the  production  of  much  nausea,  and  repeated  as  often  as  every 
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two  hours,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  constant  and  uniform  impression. 
During  the  sweating  process,  alternations  of  temperature,  long  intervals 
between,  or  irregularity  as  to  the  time  of  administering  the  medicines, 
serve  to  defeat  the  favorable  intention  designed  to  be  accomplished,  by 
producing  an  irregularity  of  action  in  the  human  system.  The  preceding 
process  1  have  generally  continued  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  ; 
and,  occasionally,  when  the  complaint  has  been  yielding  and  not  entirely 
removed,  it  has  been  continued  forty-eight  hours,  when  the  patient  has 
left  his  bed,  and  recovered  without  the  use  of  any  other  medicine,  except 
a  mild  laxative.     One  instance  will  be  sufficient  to  illustrate  this  process. 

Case  I. — C.  Nash,  a  young  man  of  about  24,  had  been  in  a  feeble 
state  of  health,  had  the  premonitory  symptoms,  and  was  seized  with  a 
severe  chill,  and  visited  in  the  course  of  an  hour  after  its  com- 
mencement. Pharynx  and  tonsils  inflamed,  swollen  and  red  ;  tongue 
moist,  red  and  slightly  coated  ;  throat  externally  swollen,  but  not  ery- 
thematous ;  pulse  100  per  minute,  small  ;  no  evidence  of  internal 
congestion  ;  pain  in  tlie  head  and  limbs,  not  of  the  most  severe  kind  ; 
countenance  expressive  of  distress  ;  general  restlessness.  Antimonial 
powder  in  doses  of  eight  or  ten  grains  was  adn;inistered  once  in  two 
hours,  and  in  the  interim  of  time  a  diaphoretic  beverage  was  freely  used. 
The  patient  being  placed  in  a  favorable  situation  for  the  promotion  of 
cutaneous  perspiration,  a  copious  sweat  soon  broke  out,  which  was  con- 
tinued for  twenty-four  hours,  without  any  other  evacuation.  At  this  time 
he  was  greatly  relieved,  but  not  convalescent.  A  moderate  action  of  the 
dermoid  system  was  continued  twenty-four  hours  longer.  A  saline  laxa- 
tive completed  the  cure. 

In  this  instance,  the  disease  was  obviously  arrested  after  its  accession. 
The  measures  used  were  lenient,  sufficient  and  effectual.  More  drastic 
measures  might  iiave  been  equally  successful,  but  in  the  removal  and 
prevention  of  disease,  the  well-known  principle  "  to  cure  ivith  the  most 
ease,  expedition  and  safety,'^  is  best. 

An  objection  may  be  urged  that  the  preceding  had  no  erysipela- 
tous manifestations  ;  and,  therefore,  was  not  erysipelatous — an  objection, 
however,  which  it  is  presumed  will  not  be  advocated  by  those  who  have 
had  much  experience  in  epidemic  visitations.  Epidemic  erysipelas  at  the 
time  was  generally  prevalent ;  and  as  cases  which  ultimately  became 
most  decidedly  erysipelatous  by  the  local  pathognomonic  symptom  almost 
universally  commenced  in  the  same  manner,  the  inference  is  certainly 
justifiable.  From  similar  premises  analogous  deductions  are  constantly 
made.  The  morning  twiliglit  can  hardly  be  said  more  certainly  to  por- 
tend the  coming  sun,  than  instances  like  the  present,  at  such  periods,  the 
true  character  of  the  affection;  nor  do  the  chills,  rigors  and  pyrexia  of 
rubeola  and  rosalia,  during  epidemic  visitations  of  these  complaints,  more 
surely  portend  the  coming  disease  before  the  diagnostic  local  manifesta- 
tion is  developed. 

Experience  has  convinced  me,  contrary  to  the  general  opinion  enter- 
tained, that  the  James's  powder,  or  the  pulvis  antimonii  compositus,  of 
the  London  College,  is   a  better  agent   to  promote  diaphoresis,  and  less 
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apt  to  provoke  emesis,  in  most  entonic  cases,  especially  those  of  an  ery- 
sipelatous kind,  than  any  portion  of  tartarized  antimony,  however  varied  in 
quantity  or  regulated  in  relation  to  time  of  administration.  To  be  ef- 
fectual, it  should  be  administered  in  doses  sufficiently  large  to  excite  nau- 
sea, or,  what  is  to  be  preferred,  just  short  of  that  unpleasant  impression. 
As  the  article  is  subject  to  great  diversity  in  regard  to  its  strength,  proba- 
bly on  account  of  the  different  proportions  of  the  sesqui-oxide  of  anti- 
mony contained  in  the  different  specimens,  it  is  best,  on  commencing  the 
use  of  any  untried  portion,  to  give  ten  or  fifteen  grains  to  test  its  efficacy  ; 
if  it  provokes  puking  and  sweating,  the  medicine  is  tolerably  good,  and 
may  subsequently  be  used  as  circumstances  require,  with  more  assurance 
of  success.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  valuable  pharmaceutical  agent 
should  have  been  expunged  from  the  American  Pharmacopoeia  by  the 
U.  States  Medical  Convention.    It  is  retained  by  all  the  British  Colleges. 

Venesection. — In  all  cases  when  there  has  been  exalted  vascular  action, 
venesection  has  been  found  of  the  utmost  consequence.  Indeed,  its  de- 
mand in  some  instances  has  been  so  imperative,  that  it  is  certain  without 
it  no  subsequent  treatment  would  have  been  of  any  avail.  As  soon  as 
the  hot  stage  has  been  fully  formed,  in  some  instances  at  the  onset,  the 
circulatory  system  has  been  found  in  a  state  of  high  excitement;  and  in 
such  cases  bleeding  till  a  distinct  impression  was  made  on  the  pulse  has 
been  premised  and  found  most  salutary  in  the  results.  And  in  those  cases 
where  local  hyperemia  existed,  the  demand  for  this  operation  has  been 
doubly  imperative.  These  positions  will  be  best  illustrated  by  the  rela- 
tion of  some  cases  in  which  each  of  these  conditions  actually  existed. 

II. — J.  Hammond,  whose  wife  and  several  other  men)bers  of  his 
family  had  sickened  during  the  past  week  with  the  prevailing  epidemic, 
was  attacked  June  10th,  1842.  After  the  ordinary  chill  and  incipient 
indisposition,  there  ensued  violent  pyrexia!  action,  which  was  manifested 
by  the  severity  of  the  pain  in  the  back,  limbs,  and  more  especially  in  the 
head,  accompanied  with  a  hot  skin,  tense  pulse,  tongue  and  throat  swollen 
and  red.  1  immediately  bled  him  to  the  amount  of  twenty  ounces,  gave 
liberal  doses  of  antimonial  powder,  &c.  The  violence  of  the  pyrexia  was 
subdued,  the  pain  was  much  relieved,  a  copious  sweat  followed,  but  the 
disease  continued.  The  bowels  were  moved  with  a  mild  cathartic.  On 
the  second  day  the  erysipelatous  affection  of  the  throat  and  tongue  mi- 
grated to  the  external  surface — it  gradually  traversed  the  whole  neck, 
face  and  head,  separating  the  scarf  from  the  true  skin  as  it  peregrinated. 
On  the  ninth  day  he  was  convalescent. 

III. — O.  Seymour,  Esq.,  having  had  for  several  days  the  premonitory 
symptoms  of  the  prevailing  disease,  such  as  a  catarrhal  affection  and  in- 
flammation of  the  pharynx,  &,c.,  for  which  I  had  prescribed,  was  suddenly 
seized,  January  12th,  1842,  with  a  hard  chill,  severe  dyspnoea,  tension 
and  pain  across  the  chest,  to  such  a  degree  that  he  could  not  lie  down  or 
refrain  from  loud  groans  at  each  respiratory  effort.  The  extremities  were 
cold,  the  countenance  ghastly,  and  the  pulse  fluttering  to  the  amount  of 
130  beats  in  a  minute,  small  and  slightly  tense.  By  auscultation  no  res- 
piratory murmur  could  be  detected  only  at  the  upper  portion  of  each 
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lung,  and  here  the  ronchus  was  distinctly  vesicular,  or  the  moist  crepi- 
tous.  By  phlebotomy  at  least  sixteen  ounces  of  blood  was  drawn.  The 
pulse  became  less  rapid  and  more  soft,  the  breathing  easier,  and  he  was 
soon  enabled  to  endure  a  recumbent  position.  Stimulating  epilhems  were 
kept  on  the  chest,  and  the  ordinary  measures  to  control  febrile  action  were 
adopted.  As  a  cough  ensued  and  a  mucous  chocolate-colored  expecto- 
ration followed,  demulcent  substances  were  used  in  the  form  of  mucilagi- 
nous beverages.  Convalescence  became,  on  the  seventh  day,  established. 
These  two  cases  afford  brilliant  illustrations  of  the  benefit  of  bloodlet- 
ting in  this  disease,  either  to  subdue  high  febrile  commotion  or  local  en- 
gorgement. The  case  of  O.  S.,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  when  no 
epidemic  of  a  specific  character  was  prevailing,  might  have  been  regarded 
as  simply  pneumonia  with  a  congestion  of  the  lungs  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent ;  but  occurring  as  it  did  with  the  same  premonitory  and  incipient 
characteristics  tiiat  distinct  cases  of  the  epidemic  erysipelas,  with  which  it 
was  everywhere  surrounded,  possessed,  a  doubt  can  hardly  be  entertained 
that  its  true  character  was  erysipelatous.  Tins  conclusion  receives  con- 
firmation from  the  fact  that  at  about  the  same  time,  several  other  cases,  in 
the  immediate  vicinity,  whicli  were  clearly  erysipelatous,  iiad  their  princi- 
pal location  in  the  lungs,  two  of  which  proved  fatal.  In  this  whole  region, 
wherever  the  epidemic  has  occurred,  it  has  often  assumed  the  character 
of  pneumonia.  The  same  is  true  in  other  places.  Dr.  Sutton,  of  Indi- 
ana, often  found  it  in  the  form  of  pneumonia.  He  thus  remarks  : — 
"  These  two  diseases  have  been  so  intimately  connected  in  my  practice, 
and  wherever  I  can  hear  of  the  epidemic  prevailing,  that  it  has  been  a 
question  v^ilh  me,  wliether  the  last  was  not  pulmonic  erysipelas.  The 
premonitory  symptoms  in  each  disease  were  alike  ;  the  character  of  the 
fever  in  each  was  the  same  ;  it  was  often  the  case  that  one  form  of  the 
disease  changed  into  that  of  the  other ;  and  we  frequently  had,  in  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  same  family,  the  two  forms  of  the  disease  at  the 
same  time." 

(To  be  continued,) 


FRACTURE   OF  THE   CLAVICLE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SiB, — A  proposed  change  in  the  yoint  cVaypid  of  the  suspensory  roller, 
in  Desault's  plan  of  treating  fractures  of  the  clavicle,  forms  the  burthen 
of  an  article  in  No.  15,  Vol.  XXX.,  of  this  Journal.  The  modification  is, 
I  think,  a  good  one,  and  naturally  suggested  by  a  practical  knowledge  of 
the  deficiency  it  is  well  calculated  to  remedy.  The  suggestion  is  hardly 
an  original  one,  however,  since  nearly  or  quite  the  same  advantage  is 
gained  by  surgeons  in  the  country,  who  pretty  generally  use  a  handker- 
chief, as  a  sling,  in  the  place  of  the  nine-yards-long  roller  of  Desault. 
They  first  apply  the  cushion  and  transverse  bandage  to  extend  the  shou  - 
der,  and  complete  the  dressing  with  a  handkerchief,  applied  on  the  neck 
and  under  the  shoulder  and  forearm  to  elevate  it.  Perhaps  the  follow- 
ing manner  of  applying  the  handkerchief  is  the  best.     After  folding  it  by 
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bringing  together  two  opposite  corners^  the  forearm  is  laid  transversely 
across  it  at  the  middle ;  its  long  side,  when  folded,  being  made  to  corres- 
pond to  the  affected  side  of  the  body,  and  to  extend  a  few  inches  over 
the  elbow  and  arm  proper.  One  end  is  then  carried  in  front  of  the  arm 
and  chest  and  over  the  affected  shoulder,  and  the  other  under  the  arm 
and  over  the  sound  shoulder,  both  being  then  brought  together  on  the 
back  of  the  neck  and  secured  by  a  knot.  A  piece  of  tape  in  front  will 
secure  the  handkerchief  as  close  to  the  neck  as  may  be  desirable.  With 
the  handkerchief  the  'point  (Tappui  is  the  same  as  with  the  roller  applied 
according  to  Dr.  Cox,  and  both  are  improvements  on  the  roller  applied 
according  to  Desault.  It  is  proverbial  that  surgeons  in  the  country  effect 
better  cures  in  fractures  of  the  clavicle  than  hospital  surgeons,  who  have 
rollers  and  bandages  always  at  command,  and  who  carry  out  Desault's 
method  to  the  letter.  This  is  probably  in  consequence  of  their  adoption, 
out  of  convenience  or  necessity,  a  plan  of  elevating  the  shoulder,  which 
more  justly  fulfils  the  true  indications  of  the  case  than  that  usually  recom- 
mended in  the  schools. 

Upwards  of  a  year  ago,  during  a  visit  to  Maine,  I  became  acquainted 
with  Dr.  Hill,  of  Augusta.  While  I  was  with  him,  he  showed  me  a 
splint  he  had  devised  to  secure  the  quiet  coaptation  of  the  fractured  ex- 
tremities of  the  clavicle.  It  was  made  to  cross  the  shoulders  and  project 
beyond  them  on  either  side,  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  yokes  porters  make 
use  of  to  carry  heavy  buckets.  The  end  of  the  splint  over  the  sound 
shoulder  was  secured  firmly  in  its  place,  which  it  may  readily  be  seen 
could  be  easily  accomplished.  The  back  of  the  neck  served  as  a  sort  of 
fulcrum.  JNlaking  use  of  the  splint,  both  as  a  lever  and  as  a  widener  of 
the  shoulders,  it  will  be  comprehended  at  a  glance  that  the  affected 
shoulder  could  be  raised,  extended  and  held  back  to  any  degree  desirable. 
This  splint  gives  entire  command  of  tlie  position  of  the  shoulder,  and  if 
this  is  its  cAieyT  advantage  it  is  not  the  only  considerable  one.  The  firm- 
ness of  the  splint  dressing  and  the  immobility  of  the  shoulder  it  gives, 
establishes  its  pre-eminence  over  every  other  heretofore  devised  to  meet 
the  case.  No  species  of  ribband  dressing  can  be  contrived  that  will  re- 
tain a  long  bone,  broken  near  its  middle,  in  a  right  line  and  immobile, 
conditions  so  essential  to  a  rapid  and  perfect  union.  Dr.  Hill  had,  at  the 
time  he  showed  me  his  splint,  repeatedly  submitted  it  to  the  test  of  prac- 
tical service,  and  he  assured  me  that  it  met  the  indications  of  treatment 
infinitely  better  than  the  common  methods,  the  great  inefficiency  of  which 
had  given  rise  to  his  invention.  He  had  published  no  account  of  it,  as- 
signing, as  a  reason,  that  he  had  not  sufficiently  perfected  it  to  place  it 
before  the  profession,  nor  have  I  seen  anything  in  relation  to  it  since  that 
time.  By  this  communication  I  wish  to  give  to  surgeons  a  general  idea 
merely  of  a  real  improvement,  original  in  its  nature  entirely,  and  striking 
at  the  root  of  the  defects  of  all  former  devices  to  attain  the  same  end. 
It  is  my  desire  also  that  this  notice  shall  elicit  a  detailed  account  of  this 
contrivance  from  its  author,  accompanied  by  the  directions  his  great  inge- 
nuity and  experience  have  suggested  in  its  practical  application. 

Lynn,  6th  mo.  26th,  1844.  C.  H.  Nichols. 


(  445  ) 
THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    JULY     3,    184  4. 


Quacl-ery  in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Societij. — The  correspondent 
who  makes  some  severe  criticisms  on  the  requirements  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society,  and  its  enforcement  of  penalties  in  cases  of  infrac- 
tions of  some  of  its  rules,  is  not  wholly  original  in  his  views.  Others 
reason  as  he  does  on  the  legislation  of  the  Society.  According  to  our 
friend's  hypothesis,  some  of  the  members  may  transgress,  with  impunity, 
almost  any  rule,  and  violate  certain  wise  provisions  in  the  by-laws  against 
quackery,  just  about  as  much  and  as  often  as  they  choose  ;  while  others, 
for  a  single  sin  against  the  dignity  of  medical  propriety,  are  hurled 
into  non-entity  by  an  outraged  association.  He  brings  up  the  old  thread- 
bare story  of  Dr.  Barilett's  expulsion,  which  is  designated  a  great  act  of 
littleness,  and  also  the  casting  out  of  Dr.  Starkweather,  the  manufacturer 
of  a  nostrum  for  diseases  of  the  liver.  If  the  Society  absolutely  enforced 
its  laws  equally  towards  all  those  who  deal  in  secret  preparations,  the 
writer  would,  he  says,  be  perfectly  satisfied.  But  there  are  several  Fel- 
lows, he  intimates,  whose  standing,  were  their  modes  of  practising  inves- 
tigated, would  be  in  slippery  places.  They  pay  their  annual  tax  of  three 
dollars,  take  the  provided  book,  dine  over  the  rail-road  depot  in  excellent 
spirits,  join  with  the  whole  table  in  denouncing  quackery,  and  yet  they 
live  in  glass  houses.  How  many  members  are  there  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  asks  the  querist,  residing  in  Boston,  who  have  no  more 
right  to  its  honors  and  privileges  than  Dr.  Barllelt  or  Dr.  Starkweather  ? 
We  do  not  pretend  to  know,  nor  have  we  much  taste  for  gathering  the 
statistics  of  empiricism.  If  a  committee  of  the  council  were  directed  to 
report  the  names  of  gentlemen  who  prescribe  nostrums,  they  certainly 
would  make  Felix  tremble. 

Our  motto  is,  peace  ;  let  those  war,  who  love  the  excitement  of  being  at 
swords'  points  with  all  who  happen  to  deviate  from  their  standard.  If 
Fome  people  prefer  secret  drugs  or  secret  preparations,  from  irresponsible 
hands,  let  them  have  them.  The  world  is  large  enough  for  us  all  ;  and 
since  some  individuals  have  a  special  liking  to  certain  preparations,  it  is 
useless  to  interfere  with  their  right  to  lake  or  not  to  take  them.  If  phy- 
sicians, who  might  be  respectable,  had  rather  dabble  with  nostrums  than 
maintain  that  position  which  confers  true  character  on  the  profession  of 
medicine,  why  interfere  with  their  downward  tendency?  Let  them  find 
that  level  which  they  court,  that  men  of  learning  and  skill  may  stand  out 
the  more  conspicuously,  to  the  admiration  of  such  as  appreciate  true 
merit  and  the  acquisitions  of  science. 


Neio  Ha/7ipshire  Asylum  fo?-  the  Insane. — In  connection  with  the  reports 
of  the  Visiters  and  Trustees,  just  published,  is  Dr.  Chandler's  second  com- 
munication to  the  Legislature,  dated  June  1st,  1S44.  The  Board  of  Visit- 
ers, in  their  returns,  express  much  gratification  with  the  general  aspect  of 
the  jngtitulion.     It  is  their  belief  that  the  duties  of  all  persons  connected 
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with  the  Asylum,  have  been  faithfully  and  efficiently  discharged.  The 
Board  fully  concur  with  the  Trustees  in  the  belief  that  an  additional 
building  is  needed  for  the  more  violent,  noisy  and  dangerous  patients.  If 
an  addition  so  necessary  is  not  provided  by  the  Legislature,  it  will  cer- 
tainly redound  to  the  discredit  of  that  body.  Nothing  could  be  more  pre- 
posterous than  to  congregate  a  great  troop  of  lunatics  together,  and  re- 
quire that  they  should  individually  receive  all  the  attention  which  their  pe- 
culiarly unhappy  condition  requires,  according  to  the  present  acknowleged 
code  of  humanity,  and  yet  withhold  the  conveniences  upon  which  their 
comfort  mainly  depends.  Of  eleven  asylums  for  the  insane  in  different 
parts  of  the  tlnited  Slates,  including  lands,  buildings,  furniture,  &c., 
the  New  Hampshire  asylum,  at  Concord,  has  actually  cost  but  little  more 
than  one  quarter  of  the  average  of  the  others,  for  each  patient  they 
will  accommodate — and  one  third  less  than  the  cheapest !  The  adminis- 
tration of  the  internal  government  was  confided  to  faithful  hands.  Dr. 
Chandler  was  one  of  Dr.  Woodward's  favorites.  He  served  a  long  but 
pleasant  apprenticeship  at  the  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  where  he  im- 
bibed those  habits  of  domestic  economy,  that  skill  in  prescribing,  and  that 
tact  for  governing  the  insane,  for  which  Dr.  Woodward  is  unrivalled. 
Having  made  these  general  preliminary  remarks,  without  commenting  on 
the  statistics  of  his  practice,  some  extracts  from  the  report  may  hereafter 
be  introduced  into  the  Journal. 


Wounds  of  the  Intestines. — Those  admirable  observations  of  Dr.  Gross, 
of  the  Louisville  Medical  Institute,  on  wounds  of  the  intestines,  which 
have  heretofore  appeared  in  medical  journals,  have  now  taken  the  form 
of  a  good-sized  octavo,  and  are  illustrated  by  engravings.  The  author 
says  that  "  a  monograph  on  wounds  of  the  intestines  has  long  been  an 
acknowledged  desideratum  in  our  surgical  literature.  The  work  of  Mr. 
Travers,  the  only  production  of  the  kind  in  the  English  language,  has 
been  out  of  print  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  hence  the  only 
information  accessible  to  practitioners,  especially  in  the  United  States,  is 
such  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  various  periodicals  of  the  day,  in  the  trans- 
actions of  societies,  or  in  our  sytematic  treatises  on  surgery." 

The  experiments  on  which  this  treatise  was  based,  were  commenced  in 
the  early  part  of  1841,  and  continued,  says  Dr.  Gross,  with  various  inter- 
missions, until  the  close  of  1843.  In  no  other  modern  production  on 
surgery  are  there  more  important  subjects  considered  than  in  this  very 
carefully  written  book.  The  principal  one  is  the  treatment  of  wounds  of 
the  intestines,  which  is  extensively  considered  in  this  publication,  and 
disconnected  with  anatomical  or  physiological  inquiries.  Thus  protru- 
sions of  the  bowel,  of  the  omentum,  transverse,  oblique,  longitudinal  and 
all  other  forms  of  injuries  of  the  intestinal  tube,  are  so  plainly  explained, 
and  the  process  of  management  so  minutely  detailed,  that  it  seems  quite 
impossible  not  to  be  made  wiser  by  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  rules  of 
practice  it  forcibly  inculcates. 


American  Cvtlery. — From  an  early  age,  we  have  been  accustomed  to 
suppose  that  all  surgical  instruments  worth  riaving,  or  at  all  to  be  relied 
upon,  must  be  manufactured  in  England.  Very  much  the  same  feeling 
is  still  indulged  by  some  surgical  operators,  who  are  still  influencing,  if 
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not  occasionally  controlling  public  opinion  in  regard  to  this  subject.  There 
are  scores  of  practitioners  who  imagine  that  Evans's  lancets  are  the  only 
kind  to  be  relied  upon,  on  account  of  the  superiority  of  the  stock  and 
temper.  So  it  is  also  with  respect  to  ophthalmic  instruments.  Those 
who  have  taken  pains,  however,  to  inform  themselves  about  the  manufac- 
ture of  American  cutlery,  know  that  the  English  artist  cannot  produce 
any  cutting  instruments  superior  to  those  produced  in  New  England. 
Passing  over  the  reputation  acquired  by  those  who  exclusively  make  or- 
dinary cutting  tools,  as  axes,  plane-irons,  chisels,  &c.,  it  is  admitted  by 
competent  judges,  that  all  the  finer  and  more  delicate  class  of  cutting  in- 
struments, such  as  are  used  by  dentists,  aurists,  oculists  and  general 
surgeons,  equal  any  that  are  made  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Hunt,  at  the  corner  of  Water  and  Washington  streets,  Boston,  has 
made  such  rapid  and  ingenious  advances  in  the  fabrication  of  surgical  in- 
struments, that  it  is  a  treat  to  visit  his  well-kept  establishment,  merely  to 
examine  the  curiosities  in  the  show-cases.  For  beauty  of  finish,  and  per- 
fection in  shape,  durability  and  adaptation  to  the  use  for  which  each  and 
all  were  designed,  Mr.  Hunt's  collection  is  unrivalled.  His  workmen 
both  mend  and  make  to  any  pattern,  with  a  despatch  too  that  is  gratifying 
when  one  is  in  haste.  It  does  not  become  us  to  urge  our  country  friends 
to  look  in  upon  this  full  store,  since  they  are  always  ready  to  avail  them- 
selves of  such  facilities  as  are  offered  to  them  in  this  laboratory  of  all 
sorts  of  tools  new,  old,  strange  and  crooked  in  the  art  chirurgical.  Mr. 
Hunt's  charges  are  likewise  reasonable,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  may 
never  lack  that  patronage  to  which  he  is  fairly  entitled. 


Medical  Degrees. — At  the  late  commencement  of  the  Vermont  IMedical 
College,  Woodstock,  degrees  were  conferred  on  the  following  graduates  : 
Ira  H.  Abell,  St.  Albans;  Ammi  P.  Barber,  Eiwsburgh ;  James  M. 
Barnes,  Bakeisjield ;  Norman  W.  Braley,  Po?w/?-e^  ;  Josiah  S.  Brigham, 
St.  Albans ;  Kiley  W.  Carpenter,  Unity,  N.  H. ;  R.  G.  W.  English, 
Woodstock;  Frederick  A.  Garfield,  G/otier  ;  Charles  H.  Hall,  .B^^Wm^- 
ton ;  Chauncey  M.  Hulbert,  E.  Berkshire;  Nathaniel  Jenks,  i^wr^e; 
Cyrus  K.  Kelley,  Gilmanton.  N.  H.  ;  Luke  Miller,  P'eterborojigh,  N.  H.  ; 
Luther  B.  Morse,  Chelsea  ;  James  M.  Mussey,  Randolph  ;  Charles  H. 
O sgoo A,  Portland ;  Leonard  W.  Peabody,  i\^e?6'j3or^  N.  H.  ;  Hannibal 
Porter,  RxUla7id  ;  James  Robbins,  Chester  ;  Robert  H.  Tubbs,  Elkland,  Pa. 

The  honorory  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  Dr. 
James  A.  Gregg,  of  Hopkinton,  N.  H. 

To  CoRRESPONDKNTs. — Q.  E.  D.'s  Communication  has  been  received.  If  in- 
serted, we  must  omit  the  first  few  lines  of  the  first  paragraph,  and  also  one  or 
two  in  the  last  paragraph.  If  he  objects  to  these  omissions,  he  will  please  give 
immediate  notice. —  Dr.  Deane's  report  of  a  case  is  also  received. 

Died,— At  South  Canaan,  Conn.,  Dr.  Enoch  Root,  68. — At  Louisville,  Ky.,  Dr. 
Gait,  by  being  thrown  from  his  carriage,  while  riding  with  his  children. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  June  29,  43.— Males,  28;  Females,  15.     Stillborn,  7. 

Of  consuni()tion,  7— fits,  1 — disease  of  the  chest,  1— delirium  tremens,  1— infantile,  ]— drowned,  2 — 
old  age,  2— lung  fever,  1— apoplexy,  1— dropsy  in  the  brain,  4— sudden,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
1— throat  distemper,  2— teething,  1— scarlet  fever,  6— accidental,  1— paralysis,  1— typhus  fever,  1 — 
disease  of  the  heart,  J— disease  of  the  kidneys,  1— measles,  2— dropsy,  1— marasmus,  1. 

Under  5  years,  19— between  5  and  20  years,  4— between  20  and  60  years,  15— over  60  years,  5. 
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Veterinary  Medical  Association. — On  Monday  evening,  May  20th,  a 
numerous  body  of  members  of  the  veterinary  profession  met  together  at 
the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  at  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Morton,  the  lecturer  on 
Chemistry  in  the  Veterinary  College,  and  able  editor  of  the  Transactions 
of  the  Association,  to  participate  in  the  first  enjoyment  of  a  scientific  con- 
versazione. This  is  the  first  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  profession 
since  the  acquisition  of  the  honors  of  a  royal  charier.  The  tables  were 
covered  with  a  most  valuable  collection  of  morbid  specimens,  newly  in- 
vented instruments,  and  professional  curiosities,  which  were  explained  by 
the  professors  of  the  college,  and  gave  rise  to  much  animated  and  agree- 
able conversation.  Mr.  Ellis,  of  University  College,  gave  a  very  inter- 
esting account  of  new  discoveries  in  the  process  of  detecting  arsenic  in 
cases  of  poison,  and  exhibited  his  new  instrument  for  effecting  that  pur- 
pose. Much  interest  was  excited  by  the  demonstration  by  Mr.  Erasmus 
Wilson,  of  the  acarus  equi,  the  mange  at)imal  of  the  horse.  Mr. 
Wilson  compared  this  animal  with  specimens  of  the  itch  animalcule, 
and  exhibited  the  entozoon  folliculorum,  which  he  recently  found  in 
the  horse  and  in  the  dog.  Among  the  microscopes  on  the  tables 
we  observed  that  of  Air.  Varley,  for  which  the  gold  medal  vvas  awarded 
recently  by  the  Society  of  Arts,  This  microscope  is  remarkable  for  the 
multiplicity  of  its  applications  and  for  the  curious  and  beautiful  machinery 
of  its  stage  movement.  —  London  Lancet. 

Criminal  lAuiatics. — The  hon.  member  for  the  city  of  Lincoln,  Col- 
Sibthorp,  has  moved  for  and  obtained  a  return  of  the  number  of  criminal 
lunatics  now  under  confinement,  specifying  the  name,  age,  and  sex  of 
each  person,  the  place  of  confinement,  the  nature  of  the  ofTence  commit- 
ted, and  the  period  at  which  such  confinement  commenced.  The  follow- 
ing appear  to  be  the  results  : — The  number  of  criminal  lunatics  at  present 
immured  within  the  various  gaols  of  Great  Britain  amounts  altogether  to 
118,  the  crimes  committed  by  whom,  whilst  laboring,  we  suppose,  under 
"  morbid  delusions,"  comprise  all  sorts  of  ofTences,  both  against  the  per- 
son and  against  property,  including  murder,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  cutting 
and  maiming,  assaults,  &c.  One  man,  named  David  Davis,  is  confined 
in  consequence  of  having  fired  at  Viscount  Palmerston,  M.P.,  in  the  year 
1818.  The  number  of  criminal  lunatics  now  confined  in  lunatic  asylums 
in  the  different  counties  of  England  and  Wales  amounts — in  Bedford  to 
3,  in  Chester  to  11,  in  Cornwall  to  8,  in  Devon  to  6,  in  Dorset  to  2,  in 
Durham  to  6,  in  Gloucester  to  10,  in  Hants  to  4,  in  Herts  to  1,  in  Kent  to 
7,  in  Lancaster  to  17,  in  Leicester  to  4,  in  the  licensed  asylums  of  this 
metropolis  to  22,  in  Norfolk  to  1,  in  Norwich  to  2,  in  Notts  to  4,  in  Ox- 
ford to  2,  in  Salop  to  3,  in  Somerset  to  4,  in  Stafford  to  2,  in  Suflblk  to  6, 
in  Sussex  to  1,  in  Warwick  to  2,  in  Wilts  to  S,  in  Worcester  to  3,  in  York 
(west  riding)  to  3,  and  in  York  (east  riding)  to  2.  The  return  does  not 
give  any  particulars  respecting  Wales. — Loiidon  Ti?nes, 


Patent  Medicines  in  England. — A  return  to  an  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  dated  May  9,  1844,  gives  the  following  as  the  annual  amount 
received  in  the  last  ten  years  for  stamps  issued  for  patent  medicines,  the 
sum  of  301,894^,  beinc,  on  an  average,  about  30,190Z.  a  year.  The 
amount  was,  in  1843,  2061/.  less  than^in  18.35,  the  first  year  of  the  ten 
for  which  the  return  was  made. — London  Lancet. 
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POLYPUS   IN    UTERO. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  recently  invited  to  visit  a  lady  who  was  represented 
to  be  suffering  tlie  extreme  results  of  excessive  hemorrhage  from  the 
womb.  She  informed  nie  that  her  age  was  42  years  ;  tiiat  she  was  the 
mother  of  several  children,  and  had  miscarried  frequently.  Eighteen 
months  ago  there  occurred  a  discharge  of  bloofly  clot?,  which  continued 
at  frequent  intervals  until  June,  1843,  when  she  was  seized  with  profuse 
flooding  and  sharp  pains,  resulting,  as  she  believes,  in  the  expulsion  of  a 
considerable  body  from  the  uterus.  There  were  subsequently  six  or 
seven  repetitions  of  frightful  hemorrhage,  and  a  constant  issue  of  deprav- 
ed secretions.  She  said  her  previous  health  was  vigorous,  and  the  integ- 
rity of  the  physical  and  vital  organizations  appeared  to  have  been 
unimpaired. 

She  was  bloodless  and  anasarcous  in  her  appearance  ;  her  pulse  was 
quick  and  irritable  ;  her  strengdi  exhausted  ;  and  her  spirits  dejected, 
from  the  apprehension  of  inevitable  death.  It  was  found,  upon  manual 
examination,  that  the  pelvic  cavity  was  completely  filled  with  a  smooth 
round  tumor  pressing  hard  upon  ilie  perineum.  Its  magnitude  prevented 
exploration  beyond  its  presenting  part  by  contact  of  the  finger,  but  with 
an  appropriate  instrument  it  was  ascertained  to  have  an  attachment  to 
the  left  region  of  the  fundus  uteri,  and  the  os  uteri  being  nowhere  detected 
it  was  presumect  to  be  obliterated  by  the  dilating  action  of  the  morbid 
growth.  From  a  careful  investigation  it  was  deemed  to  be  a  polypous 
enlargement,  and  the  conclusion  was,  that  the  safety  of  the  padent  hung 
upon  its  speedy  and  successful  removal. 

With  the  approbation  of  her  attending  physician,  Dr.  Puffer,  and  also 
of  my  l)rother,  I  applied  a  ligature  to  the  junction  of  the  tumor  with  the 
uterus,  and  upon  constriction  the  included  portion  proved  to  be  thick  and 
firm,  and  to  be  nearly  destitute  of  vital  sensibility.  The  ligature  was 
daily  adjusted  until  the  eleventh  day,  when  the  canuK-e  were  liberated. 
During  this  period  the  discharges  were  excessively  profuse  and  foetid,  and 
the  degree  of  physical  prostration  greatly  aggravated. 

The  detached  tumor  was  not   removed  without  difficulty.     To  deliver 
it  by  manual  exertions  being  impracticable,  and  moreover,  the  traction  of 
instrunients  applied  to  its  superior  part  increasing  its  lateral  propoitions, 
23 
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various  expedients  were  successively  tried  to  effect  its  liberation,  which 
was  finally  accomplished  by  the  assistance  of  a  strong  hook  thrust  deeply 
into  its  substance.  Yet  witli  this  controlling  power,  it  required  much 
patient  address  to  overcome  the  resistance  to  its  passage. 

Its  figure  was  an  ellipse  somewhat  flattened,  and  its  place  of  attach- 
ment to  the  uterus  corresponded  to  one  of  the  foci,  and  was  larger  than  a 
dollar  piece.  Its  transverse  and  conjugate  diameter  respectively  measured 
six  and  four  inches,  and  it  weighed  nearly  two  pounds.  Its  form  was  so 
modified  by  compression  that  it  was  without  a  prolonged  stem,  the  divid- 
ed surface  being  uniform  with  its  general  outline.  Its  superficial  appear- 
ance was  fibrous,  nearly  resembling  the  columns  carnae  of  the  heart,  and 
its  internal  structure  was  also  exceedingly  dense,  strong  and  fibrous. 
There  was  no  cavity. 

The  uterus  had  apparently  suffered  but  little  displacement,  as  was 
manifest  from  the  circumstance  that  the  ligature  was  applied  eight  inches 
beyond  the  genital  fissure. 

It  is  hardly  needful  to  say  that  recovery  was  rapid  and  complete. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  respectfully,  James  Deane. 

Greenfield,  June,  1844. 


AUTOPSY   OF   N.   G.   TROWS  FINAL  REPLY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Having  been  present  at  a  part  of  the  proceedings  connected  with  the 
post-mortem  examination  of  the  Hon.  Josepli  Giiswold,  where  Dr.  Knowl- 
ton  was  not,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Toby  I  published  a  short  note  in 
relation  to  it,  not  intending  to  go  into  particulars  unless  farther  circum- 
stances should  render  it  necessary  ;  but  as  I  am  implicated  in  the  "  Fi- 
nal Reply  "  more  than  once,  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  to  respond,  lest 
my  silence  should  be  construed  into  acquiescence.  1  therefore  propose 
to  review  the  discussion  ;  to  show  how  it  commenced,  how  it  has  been 
prosecuted,  and  how  it  now  stands.  In  the  course  of  this  analysis  1  shall 
be  obliged  to  speak  plainly  of  errors  in  Dr.  Trow's  communications — 
errors  which  charity  would  lead  me  to  hope  were  the  effect  of  ignorance 
alone.  Having  waited  for  the  smoke  to  clear  away  after  the  recent 
Buckland  explosion,  the  noisy  report  proves  to  be  much  like  that  of  a 
bottle  of  small  beer  just  on  the  point  of  souring.  The  cork  was  sent 
out  with  a  very  spiteful,  but  exceedingly  harmless,  whiz.  There  was 
much  effervescence,  a  great  deal  of  froth,  and — nothing  more.  So,  too, 
was  it  with  the  fraternal  yoke-fellow  of  the  "  Final  Reply  " — the  pre- 
ceding egg  laid  by  the  same  "  small  goose,"  as  I  hope  to  make  evident 
in  pursuing  the  autopsy. 

At  the  consultation  which  succeeded  the  e"vamination  of  the  Hon.  Jos. 
Griswold,  Dr.  Knowlton,  who  had  thought  there  was  a  carcinomatous  af- 
fection of  the  stomach,  was  the  first  to  speak.  He  said,  in  substance, 
that  the  stomach  appeared  healthy,  which  many  of  Mr.  Griswold's  symp- 
toms had  not  led  him  to  expect ;  but  that  his  diagnosis  had  always  been 
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given  with  a  knowledge  of  the  obscurity  of  the  case,  and  tliat  at  no  time 
did  he  pretend  to  be  positive,  except  as  regarded  the  non-existence  of 
important  organic  cardiac  disease  ;  that  the  heart  appeared  quite  as 
healthy  as  could  be  expected  in  a  person  as  old  as  the  deceased,  and 
considering  his  long  sickness  ;  that  the  little  ossification  claimed  was  not 
anything  which  could  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  blood  or  impede  (he 
heart's  action — it  was  nothing  which  would  account  for  the  symptoms 
under  which  Mr,  Griswold  i)ad  labored,  or  explain  the  causes  of  his 
death;  that  tliere  was  no  effusion — no  important  disease  of  the  heart. 
On  the  other  hand  was  an  organ  greatly  diseased,  which  no  one  had  de- 
signated, or  which,  if  abnormally  affected,  he  had  supposed  would  be  so 
in  connection  with  the  stomach — this  was  the  pancreas.  The  organ  was 
in  a  complete  state  of  degeneration,  closely  adherent  to  the  duodemwn, 
and  obstructing  the  passage  of  bile  from  the  cystic  duct.  In  the  pan- 
creas he  thought  was  the  true  origin  of  the  difficulty,  the  cause  of  the 
man's  complaints,  and  of  his  ulti;nate  death.  Being  in  a  great  hurry,  Dr. 
Knowlton  withdrew  immediately  after  he  had  concluded  speaking.  All 
the  physicians,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  were  acquainted  with  the  re- 
spective opinions  which  had  been  entertained  by  Trow  and  Knowlton, 
and  the  first  being  present  among  them,  common  politeness  would  influ- 
ence every  one  to  speak  in  such  a  manner  as  to  offer  no  painful  violence 
to  his  feelings.  This,  too,  would  naturally  have  weight  with  the  "  four 
medical  gentlemen  "  with  whom  he  took  pains,  as  he  liitnself  informs  us, 
to  "converse  personally."  Dr.  Deane,  of  Colerain,  was  the  next  to 
speak.  He  said  emphatically  and  distinctly  that  nothing  had  been  dis- 
covered about  the  heart  which  would  explain  iNIr.  Griswold 's  death,  or  ac- 
count for  his  symptoms,  and  that  he  (who,  with  a  good  reputation,  has  been 
in  active  practice  for  thirty  years,  and  witnessed  in  that  time  many  post- 
mortem examinations  of  the  thorax)  never  saw  a  more  healthy  heart 
taken  from  a  man  of  Mr.  GriswoldCs  age  !  The  pancreas,  he  declared, 
was  clearly  and  extensively  diseased  ;  but  that  as  he  had  been  informed 
there  was  a  paralytic  affection,  more  or  less  extensive,  during  the  very 
last  portion  of  the  life  of  the  deceased,  he  thought  we  must  look  other 
wheres  for  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death.  Dr.  Strong,  of  Heath, 
next  gave  his  opinion.  He  assented  to  the  statement  that  there  was  not 
that  affection  of  the  heart  which  woukl  account  for  Mr.  Griswold's  symp- 
toms, or  to  which  we  could  attribute  his  dissolution.  He  also  said  the 
pancreas  was  evidently  diseased,  although  he  was  not  prepared  to  desig- 
nate the  particular  transformation  it  had  undergone.  Considering  the 
state  in  which  the  deceased  had  lately  been,  he  was  inclined  to  look  at 
the  brain  as  the  fountain  of  a  good  deal  of  the  difficulty.  Dr.  Trow,  of 
Buckland,  author  of  the  "  Final  Reply,"  was  the  next  to  speak.  He 
had  unreservedly  pronounced  Mr.  Griswold's  complaint  "  a  disease  of 
the  heart,"  or,  as  he  many  months  afterwards  deliberately  defined  his  di- 
agnosis (Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  XXX.,  p.  155), 
"  positive  structural  disease  of  the  heart  and  its  valves,  probably  the  aor- 
tic," and  perhaps  "  hydro-pericardium,"  but  vo  "  structural  disease  0/ 
miy  other  ors;an."     He  commenced   by  thanking  the  physicians  for  at- 
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tending,  and  after  some  lime  spent  in  that,  came  to  the  case  in  hand. 
He  said  he  would  acknowledge  there  was  not  tfiat  effusion  he  anticipat- 
ed in  the  chest  or  in  the  pericardium.  He  had,  however  (of  course  !) 
found  things  about  as  he  expected.  He  said  not  one  word  about 
the  pancreas  or  brain — not  one  word.  He  had  not  then  the  advan- 
tage of  Dr*  Know  I  ton's  report  and  seven  months'  reflection  on  the 
case,  or  careful  consultations  of  authorities  with  reference  to  main- 
taining his  compromise  hypothesis,  nor,  1  more  than  suspect,  the 
convenience  of  that  record  of  symptoms  and  treatment  with  which  he 
graced  the  pages  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  on  the  27th 
of  March  afterwards.  It  would  have  puzzled  him,  as  I  think,  to  have  then 
produced  that  medical  log  book.  It  came  to  light  about  the  same  time 
lie  modified  the  diagnosis  which  was  really  his  own,  by  adopting  the  opin- 
ions of  another  practitioner,  and  was  the  result  of  a  determination  to  get 
up  soniething  to  meet  the  approbation  of  some  of  his  brethren,  from 
whom  he  wanted  aid  in  the  shape  of  certificates.  He  knew  their  rejec- 
tion would  attend  his  diseased  heart  standing  unbolstered  by  the  opinions 
of  others — opinions  that  he  added,  as  grocers  throw  small  shot  into  a  pair 
of  scales  in  order  to  adjust  them.  At  any  rate,  such  was  the  substance 
of  what  Dr.  Trow  said  at  the  time.  Dr.  Bates,  of  Charlemont,  was  the 
next  who  spoke.  As  Dr.  Taylor  (who  had  not  chosen  a  location,  and  I 
believe  officiated  as  a  sort  of  factotum  to  Dr.  Trow),  had  formerly  studied 
with  Dr.  Bates  and  taken  charge  of  his  business  during  an  absence  of 
several  months,  I  somewhat  expected  his  former  preceptor  would  wish  to 
save  the  second  reporter  as  much  as  he  could  without  doing  injustice  to 
others  ;  but  whether  these  considerations  had  any  influence  or  otherwise, 
Dr.  Bates  plainly  declared  that  the  state  of  the  heart  would  not  account 
for  Mr.  Griswold  s  death  or  symptoms :  he  agreed  with  Dr.  Strong  about 
the  brain,  and  admitted  the  extensively-diseased  condition  of  the  pan- 
creas, the  precise  nature  of  which  he  did  not  pretend  to  particularize. 
At  the  request  of  W.  Griswold,  Esq.,  I  next  gave  my  opinion  of  the 
case,  and  was  the  last  who  did  so.  1  said  that  I  fully  coincided  with  Dr. 
Deane  respecting  the  heart,  and  that  what  had  been  called  ossification  I 
considered  wholly  inadequate  to  account  for  the  symptoms  or  death  of 
the  deceased  ;  that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  egress  or  ingress  of 
the  blood,  nothing  to  hinder  the  action  of  the  heart;  that  his  disease  was 
of  long  standing  and  had  been  |)reying  upon  him  for  years;  that  I  con- 
sidered the  degenerated  and  adherent  pancreas  the  cause  of  his  decease  ; 
that  structural  alteration  of  that  organ  would  radically  affect  the  whole 
process  of  digestion  ;  that  the  pancreatic  fluid  being  changed  in  quality 
and  quantity,  would,  in  its  turn,  affect  the  chyle  to  be  absorbed  by  the 
lacteals ;  that  the  different  functions  of  the  animal  body,  all  proceeding 
in  a  circle,  and  each  having  an  im[)ortant  bearing  on  the  other,  and  all  soon- 
er or  later  participating  in  the  abnormal  perforniance  of  any  one  of  them, 
the  blood  would  be  changed  in  quality  also,  and  that  being  deteriorated 
the  entire  body  would  grow  more  and  tnore  deranged  till  death  closed  the 
scene.  This  explained  all,  I  averred.  I  did  not  deny  that  there  might 
iiave   been   functional  derangement  of  the   heart.     It  would   have   been 
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strange  if  there  had  not  been.  [  also  said  I  thouifht  there  was,  during 
the  last  period  of  Mr.  Grisvvold's  life,  an  affection  of  the  biain — such  an 
affection  as  exhaustion  produces — sucli  an  affection  as  imperfect  sanguifi- 
cation must  inevitably  draw  in  its  train — a  similar  affection,  in  fact,  to 
what  physicians  observe  in  the  hydrencephaloid  disease. 

Such  is  a  plain,  unvarnished  statement  of  what  transpired  in  the  con- 
sultation room,  and  all  readers   may  judge  how  far  important   disease  of 
the  heart  was  demonstrated.     Here  tlie  matter  would  have  remained,  but 
for  the  conduct  of  Trow,  Taylor  &   Co.     They  immediately  pretended 
that  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Trow  in   the  case  was  fully  borne  out  by  the  ex- 
amination, and  was  for  him  a  great  triumph  and  victory.     When  I  learn- 
ed that  this  was  the  fact,  I  informed  Dr.  Knowhon  of  it,  and  told  him  it 
was  hi?  duty  to  report  the  case.     Some  time  afterwards  he  did  so,  waiting 
a  while  that  Dr.  Trow  might  perforin  the  act  if  he  supposed  the  autopsy 
redounded   to  his  credit,  or   felt   urged   by  "  a   sense  of  the  obligation 
which  rested  upon  him  to  do  what  he  could  for  advancing  the  interests  of 
OUR  profession!" — (Boston  Medical    and   Surgical  Join-nal,  Vol.  XXX., 
p.  154.)     More  than  a  quarter  of  a  year  elapsed  and  Dr.  Trow  had  given 
no  other  publicity   to  the  case  than  that  I  Ijave  mentioned.     Then  Dr. 
Knowltori  reported  it  for  your  paper,  and  it  was   as  a  subscriber  to  your 
Journal  that   I  first  saw  it.     1    was  surprised  at  the  singular  moderation 
and  lenity  with  which  the  second   reporter  was  treated.     Let  the  readers 
of  this  paper  turn  back  to  that  article  (Vol.  XXIX.,  p.  359  et  seq.),  and 
they  will  find  no  personalities   to  condemn,  no  ill  temper  of  which  to  dis- 
approve, no  illiberality   upon  which   to  animadvert,  no  arrogance  to  cen- 
sure, and  no  assumption  of  medical   infallibility   to  blame.     Dr.  Trow's 
name  is  mentioned  but  once,  and  there  is   not  even  an  allusion  to  him  in 
an  invidious  manner.     He  is  not  placed  in   a   position   derogatory  to  him 
as  a  citizen  or  professionally.     With   that   frankness  which  can  afford  to 
be  in  an  error,  and  which  little  minds  never  feel,  Dr.  Knowhon   did   not 
hesitate  to  write  the  entire  truth.     And   all  this  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
versions  of  the  matter  given  by  the  Buckland  trio.      Here  again  the  case 
rested,  and  was  nearly  forgotten,  and  would  never  have  been  revived  but 
for  the  restless  consciousness  of  Dr.  Trow  that  he  was  in  the  wrong.      His 
report   was  captious  and   ill   tempered,  to  say  nothing  of  its  other  errors. 
He  does  not  give  Dr.  Knowlton's  report  as  a   reason  for  writing,  though 
that  gentleman  had  sent  him  a  copy.     He  pretends  it  was  the  interests  of 
"  our  profession  "  that  actuated   him — "  good,  honest  man!" — yet,  with- 
out mentioning  that  such  a  paper  was  in  existence,  he  makes  statements 
only  to  be  understood   in   reference   to   the   first  article  on  the  case,  thus 
showing  that  private   and   not   public  reasons   brought   him   before  your 
readers.     His  last  communication  commences  by  speaking  of  the  "  spirit  " 
of  "  the  articles  in  Vol.  XXX.,  No.   12."     Conceding,  for  a  moment, 
the  implication,  I  would  ask  who  first  dis|)layed  the  "  spirit "  of  which 
he  whiningly  complains  ?     Not  Dr.  Knowhon.      His  first  report  was  not 
written  to  injure  Dr.  Trow,  but  to  sustain  the  truth.     He  was  careful  not 
to  place  Dr.  Trow  in   an   invidious  position.     Compare  that  article  with 
the  reply  to  it.     In  the  latter   lucubration   we  see  crimination  and  abuse. 
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The  "  Final  "  was  imbued  with  a  worse  temper,  and  manifested  greater 
virulence  than  even  his  first  article.  These  circumstances  show  that  an 
improper  "spirit"  appeared  from  the  first  on  tliC  part  of  the  second 
reporter,  and  that  it  is  still  continued. 

Let  me  now  Crave  tlie  indulgence  of  yourself  and  readers,  while  I 
more  particularly  examine  Dr.  Trow's  statement  of  symptoms,  treatment, 
and  the  like.  In  his  note  book,  so  suspiciously  supplying  a  pressing  de- 
sideratum, he  claims  that  in  April,  1843,  he  pronounced  Mr.  Griswold's 
complaint  "  positive  structural  disease  of  the  heart  and  its  valves,"  with 
probable  "  hydro-pericardium."  And  what  was  his  treatment  ?  Was  it 
venesection,  low  diet,  depletion — was  it  the  "  abundant  and  repeated  ab^ 
straction  of  blood,  both  general  and  local,"  which  the  best  authorities 
(Tweedie's  Library  of  Practical  Medicine,  Vol.  II.,  p.  542)  declare 
the  more  acute  stage  demands?  Did  he  even  employ  the  "small  vene- 
sections or  leechings,"  the  *'  absolute  rest,"  the  "  low  scale  of  diet,"  the 
"  cautious  induction  of  slight  mercurial  action,"  which  we  are  told  (Li- 
brary of  Practical  Medicine,  Vol.  II.,  p.  543)  are  our  "  chief  resources  " 
in  the  chronic  stage  ?  Did  he  exhibit  colchicum  or  digitalis,  or  did  he 
ever  resort  to  counter-irritants?  1  do  not  make  these  inquiries  so  much 
to  show  that  Dr.  Trow  would  not  know  how  to  treat  a  case  of  diseased 
heart  if  he  had  one,  as  to  show  that  his  medical  diary  has  the  bump  of 
ideality  largely  developed,  and  that  he  did  not  wish  to  acknowledge 
bleeding  because  he  knew  it  had  been  thought  Mr.  Griswold  had  been 
injured  by  it.  We  see  that  he  denies  it,  and  candidly  talks  of  "  filling 
his  boots  with  sinapisms."  In  seeking  to  avoid  Chary bdis  he  has  run 
upon  Scylla,  to  use  the  language  addressed  to  Darius  in  Gualtier's  old 
play  of  Alcxandreis : 

"  Incidis  in  Scyllam,  cupiens  vitareCharj'bdim." 

But  it  seems  that  even  when  Mr.  Griswold's  disease  of  the  heart  was,  in 
the  estimation  of  his  physician,  so  far  advanced  as  to  cause  "  oedema  of 
the  feet  and  limbs,"  he  promised  him  recovery !  for  according  to  his  own 
story  (op.  cit.  Vol.  XXX.,  p.  155)  Mr.  Griswold  then  told  him,  "  I 
must  believe  you  that  I  am  going  to  get  well."  Believing  that  he  had 
aortic  valvular  disease,  he  "  prognosticated  favorably,"  (ut  ante,  p. 
332),  when  if  his  own  knowledge  did  not  advise  him  of  it,  a  little  reading 
would  have  informed  him  that  the  complaint  upon  which  he  had  pitched 
was  "  one  of  the  most  formidable  of  cardiac  affections  "  (Library  of  Practi- 
cal Medicine,  Vol.  II.,  p.  539).  With  such  a  disease  of  the  heart,  too, 
how  could  he  suffer  his  patient  to  "  stay  in  the  field  from  morning  till 
night;"  to  be  "  working  at  planting,  driving  team,  going  to  mill,  he.  ?  "^ 
Was  not  this  contrary  to  all  propriety,  and  to  all  pretension  to  medical 
knowledge  ?  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  inconsistencies  of  his  diary.  Every 
crotchet  that  entered  his  head,  while  he  was  writing  out,  led  him  too  far^ 
as  an  ignis  fatuus  commonly  leads  those  who  follow  it  into  a  miry  bog. 
In  this  journal,  so  happily  ready  when  wanted,  Dr.  Trow's  anxiety  to 
"  delineate  a  very  grave  assemblage  of  symptoms "  that  should  be 
"  alarmingly  formidable  "  to  "  our  profession  "  (ut  ante,  p.  3^jl),some- 
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times  makes  him  forget  liimself;  for  how  will  disease  of  the  heart  ac- 
count for  a  phenocnenon  like  this — "  pulse  in  the  left  hand  full  and 
strong,  and  in  the  right  [Ao?k/ ?j  very  weak?"  (See  w<  an/e,  p.  331.) 
This  remarkable  dissimilarity  was  undoubtedly  detected  by  the  "  nurses 
and  watchers"  to  whom  he  appeals  with  such  a  tone  of  importance  in 
his  "  Final,"  and  to  whom  the  pulse  in  the  hand  was  most  likely  ex- 
tremely familiar. 

Dr.  Trow  endeavors  to  evade  the  obvious  inference,  arising  from  the 
absence  of  serous  effusion,  by  giving  a  so-called  relation  of  the  case  ot 
Dr.  Emerson — a  case  having  no  sort  of  resemblance  to  that  of  iMr.  Gris- 
wold.  Nor  can  he  let  the  occasion  slip  without  gratuitously  styling  Dr. 
Winslow  "my  friend,"  thus  endeavoring  incidentally  to  use  that  gentle- 
man's well-earned  reputation  as  a  shield  for  himself.  The  professional 
readers  of  this  Journal  can  readily  judge  whether  a  person  long  laboring 
under  "  hydro-pericardium"  and  '•  positive  structural  disease  of  the  heart 
and  its  valves,"  with  "  thorax  in  the  region  of  the  heart  decidedly  en- 
larged," \.\\e  "■  head  sometimes  moved  by  the  violence  of  the  heart's  ac- 
tion T  "  rasp-like  sound  perfectly  distinct,"  "  a  sense  of  impending  suf- 
focation," "  countenance  pa/e,  bloated,  livid,"  "  feet  and  legs  cedema- 
tous,"  and  "  sound  on  percussion  dull" — whether  with  this  assemblage  of 
symptoms  (ut  ante,  p.  154,  155),  one  would  not  expect  to  find  serous 
effusion  ?  But  Dr.  Trow  did  expect  to  find  it,  he  prognosticated  it,  and 
declared  at  the  autopsy  he  had  not  anticipated  its  absence.  In  order,  how- 
ever, to  stave  off  attention  from  this  fact,  he  asks  if  his  treatment  was 
not  calculated  to  carry  off  the  effusion,  and  says  he  *'  reported  the 
gradual  recovery  of  the  patient  while  in  his  hands"  (notwithstanding  the 
"  positive  structural  disease  ") !  Upon  his  treatment  1  have  already  com- 
mented ;  but  admitting  the  disappearance  of  the  effusion — what  then  ? 
He  is  no  better  off,  for  Dr.  Gerhard  says  expressly,  and  his  words  truly 
embody  the  sentiments  of  other  authors  of  the  subject.  "  if  it  be  remov- 
ed, the  relief  of  the  patient  is  but  temporary."  Dr.  Darwall  says  (Cy- 
clo[)aedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  Vol.  1.,  p.  100),  "  In  all  chronic  dis- 
eases of  the  heart,  anasarca  ensues  towards  the  termination  of  lile."  Dr. 
Dunglison  says,  on  the  same  page,  in  brackets,  that  "  the  most  common 
cause  of  dropsical  infiltration  unquestionably  is,  an  impediment  to  the  cir- 
culation of  the  blood,  consisting  frequently  in  a  morbid  condition  of  the 
valves  " — the  very  state  claimed  by  Dr.  Trow.  So  we  should  still  have 
had  effusion — we  should  still  have  had  the  oedema,  for  Dr.  Knowlton 
never  pretended  to  treat  for  any  organic  cardiac  affection,  and  therefore 
all  its  consequences  would  have  had  an  uncontrolled  course  ;  yet  not  only 
were  hydrops  pericardii,  hydrothorax,  and  all  traces  of  them  absent,  but 
during  the  last  three  inonths  of  his  life,  there  were  no  dropsical  infiltra' 
tions,  thus  stamping  Dr.  Trow's  diagnosis  as  grossly  incorrect.  He  clinches 
this  conclusion  :  he  tells  us  (op.  cit.  p.  157)  that  the  "  lungs  were  sound," 
that  there  were  "  no  adhesions,"  and  that  the  "  pericardium  was  natural." 
He  well  denominates  his  tenacity,  in  adhering  to  his  cardiac  notions,  by 
calling  it  a  "  death-like  grasp."  I  do  not  expect  him  ostensibly  to  aban- 
don it  while  a  coterie,  be  it  never  so  small,  can  be  found  to  give  it  ere- 
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dence.  But  though  to  give  up  a  diagnosis  propounded  with  such  "  sol- 
emn conviction  "  might  comproinit  his  irifallibihty,  there  was  still  a  loop- 
hole left,  which  was  to  add  disease  of  the  brain,  &,c.,  and  in  this  way  secure 
apparent  countenance  from  one  or  two  others.  Knowing  he  said  no- 
thing of  this  at  the  autopsy,  in  his  "  final  "  he  says  he  was  so  convinced 
of  it  that  he  "  did  not  raise  the  question  !"  In  truth  he  did  not.  As 
to  his  convictions  within  "  the  very  soul  of  the  nervous  systein,"  as 
he  metaphysically  and  intelligibly  styles  the  brain,  it  is  highly  probable  it 
was  so.  There  are  some  rare  geniuses  who  know  everything  before 
hand,  whose  extraordinary  prescience  prevents  so  vulgar  an  occurrence  as 
surprise,  and  who  invariably  find  matters  "  about  as  they  expected."  I 
do  not  know  a  better  expression  to  designate  that  professional  duplicity 
which  resorts  to  a  thousand  disingenuous  shifts  and  modifications  to  avoid 
acknowledging  an  error,  than  tergiversation.  It  is  true  that  Dr.  Trow 
interrupts  himself  to  say,  "Tergiversation  is  certainly  a  bad  word."  He 
was  then  speaking  "  as  unto  wise  men,"  I  suppose,  and  could  venture 
to  be  a  little  enigmatical.  M  by  "  bad  "  he  means  that  it  is  a  "  naughty 
word,"  such  as  mothers  forbid  their  children  to  speak,  I  have  yet  to  learn 
that  it  is  prohibited  either  in  the  decalogue  or  the  New  Testament.  By 
consulting  Johnson,  Richardson  or  Webster,  he  will  find  it  is  a  grammatical 
and  legitimate  English  word.  In  saying  another  individual  did  not  resort 
to  tergiversation,  it  was  correctly  employed,  and  in  calling  it  "  bad  "  Dr. 
Trow  showed  himself  as  poor  a  linguist  as  diagnosticator.  In  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  heart  after  death,  and  not  he  alone,  but  Dr.  Bates,  Dr.  Tay- 
lor, and  the  "  pupil,  I.  Perry,  A.B.,"  all  talk  in  general  terms  of  ossifi- 
cation of  the  semi-lunar  valves,  but  without  saying  hoiv  much  ossification. 
The  truth  is,  one  of  the  physicians  present  by  turning  the  valves,  if  the 
word  should  be  used  in  the  plural,  over  his  finger  and  making  them  tense, 
and  then  scratching  with  the  edge  of  a  scalpel,  delected  a  minute  point 
where  there  was  a  slight  noise  of  grit.  Afterwards  Dr.  Deane  dissected 
up  a  very  small  cartilaginous-looking  point  in  the  same  |)lace,  not  one 
fourth  the  size  of  a  barley-corn.  In  conceding  so  much  as  to  say  "  not 
larger  than  half  a  barley-corn,"  though  Dr.  Knowlion  shows  a  willing- 
ness to  grant  the  utmost  that  could  be  exacted,  yet  he  makes  the  ulti- 
matum too  high.  This  slight  noise  of  grit,  and  this  very  minute  point, 
constituted  all  the  ossification  I  saw,  or  of  which  I  heard.  Dr.  Trow 
truly  "  strains  at  a  gnat,"  if  I  may  also  quote  scripture,  in  attempting  to 
show  a  discrepancy  in  Dr.  Knowlton's  words  upon  this  matter.  Having 
no  intentions  of  reporting  Mr.  Griswold's  case  till  circumstances  rendered 
it  necessary,  the  latter  was  obliged  to  do  it  from  memory — all  country 
physicians  do  not  keep  regular  and  daily  note-books — and  as  he,  like  my- 
self, saw  only  one  point,  he  so  stated  it.  Afterwards  more  were  claimed, 
and  as  he  was  not  sure  it  was  incorrect,  he  did  not  challenge  the  as- 
sertion. Whoever  will  consult  Laennec's  chapter  on  "  cartilaginous  and 
bony  induration  of  the  valves  "  (p.  688 — 698 of  Dr.  Forbes's  translation  of 
the  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  Fisher's  edition.  New  York,  1838), 
will  see  this  state  must  exist  to  a  considerable  extent  in  order  to  constitute 
serious  obstruction.     Dr.  Forbes  speaking,  in  a  note  (p.  691),  of  bony  in- 
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duration  or  ossification  of  the  valves,  agrees  with  Dr.  Hope  in  saying  that 
"■  contraction  of  the  aortic  valves  must  be  very  great  to  render  the  pulse 
small,  weak,  intermittent  and  irregular.  I  have  never,"  so  conlinues  the  ci- 
tation, "seen  it  possess  these  characters  in  any  marked  degree  unless  the 
valves  were  either  soldered  together  by  cartilaginous  degeneration,  or  more 
or  less  fixed  by  ossification  in  the  closed  position,  so  that  the  aperture  was 
only  a  limited  chink."  We  have  not  yet  been  told  that  this  was  the  state  of 
things  in  Mr.  Griswold's  case,  though  now  that  these  symptoms  would  be 
convenient  they  may  be  found  entered  somewhere  in  Dr.  Trow's  note- 
book. Dr.  Forbes  and  Dr.  Hope  go  on  to  say  (p.  69-2),  that  a  bony  in- 
duration of  "  the  size  of  an  ordinary  pea  has  little  effect  on  the  fulness, 
firmness  and  regularity  of  the  pulse,  and  slighter  degrees  of  contraction 
appear  to  have  )io  effect  on  it  whatever.^'  Thus  the  second  reporter's 
'■  state  of  ossification  "  vanishes  into  thin,  thin  air.  As  to  serious  soften- 
ing of  the  heart  any  more  than  of  the  other  organs,  or  marked  hypertro- 
phy, or  important  cardiac  disease,  in  this  case,  we  might  as  well  believe 
the  stories  of  Gulliver  or  Munchausen.  In  the  words  of  Dr.  Deane,  the 
oldest  physician  present,  there  never  was  a  n)ore  healthy  heart  taken  from 
a  man  of  Mr.  Griswold's  age.  I  do  not  think  there  existed  more  disease 
than  abnormal  sanguification  would  cause. 

In  order  to  substantiate  a  different  opinion,  or  ralher  to  seem  to  do  so, 
Dr.  Trow  has  procured  two  certificates  ;  one  signed  by  Dr.  S.  Bates,  and 
the  other  by  his  "  pupil,"  I  may,  therefore,  as  well  consider  them  in 
this  connection.  As  to  Dr.  Bates,  1  have  no  wish  to  say  a  single  word 
in  derogation  of  him  as  a  man  or  as  a  physician.  His  certificate  is  about 
such  an  one  as  easy  good  nature  would  yield  to  tedious  importunity. 
It  shoots  between  wind  and  water,  and  in  tlie  main  offers  nothing  I  need 
contest.  The  first  half  admirably  reproves  the  "  personal  attacks  "  com- 
menced by  Dr.  Trow,  and  is  not  the  less  sarcastic  because  that  individual 
may  not  have  suspected  at  whom  it  was  launched.  He  gives  his  own 
opinion  of  his  friend^s  character  ;  but  others  also  have  their  opinions. 
He  speaks  of  -'some  degree"  of  sofiening  and  hypertrophy,  and  of 
"  points  of  ossification,"  and  this  is  all  he  relates  of  cardiac  disease. 
What  I  have  previously  said  of  the  actual  state  of  the  heart  is  a  sufficient 
commentary  on  this  indefinite  evidence.  Dr.  Bates  says  nothing  of 
''  violent  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,"  or  of  primary  organic  dis- 
ease of  the  brain,  notwithstanding  the  second  reporter's  addition  of  the  let- 
ters to  tyro.  Dr.  Bates  speaks  of  a  "  failure  of  the  whole  man,"  which  Dr. 
Knowlion  always  believed,  and  he  likewise  declares  the  "  nervous  sys- 
tem had  undoubtedly  received  a  severe  shock."  He  admits  evident  dis- 
ease of  the  pancreas,  with  alteration  in  structure,  "  though  not  much  en- 
largement." Such  is  the  amount  of  Dr.  Bates's  testimony,  and  the  phy- 
sician who  procured  it  must  be  endowed  with  extraordinary  powers  of  as- 
similation if  lie  can  draw  comfort  and  assistance  from  it.  The  next  doc- 
ument offered  to  prove  the  important  disease  of  the  heart,  which  had  been 
claimed  before  death,  and  which  the  post-mortem  appearances  must  be 
forced  to  substantiate,  after  the  rule  of  Procrustes  of  old,  is  that  of  Messrs, 
Castor  and   Pollux — the  astronomical   "  gernini  " — Dr.  Taylor,  and  the 
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"  pupil,  Ira  Perry,  A.B."  Of  course  they  stick  at  nothing,  not  even  the 
full  pulse  in  the  "left  hand  ^^  and  the  loss  of  it  in  the  right  armJ^ 
The  "  gemini  "  say,  "the  heart  was  measured  by  ourselves."  Then 
why  not  piesent  the  measureriient,  unless  the  heart  was  of  natural  size, 
and  this  intimation  only  thrown  out  for  convenient  use  hereafter.  "The 
result  was  noted,"  say  these  worthies.  Lucky  dogs  !  I  could  have 
sworn  it.  The  result  is  doubtless  filed  with  the  original  copy  of  Dr. 
Trow's  journal  of  symptoms,  ready  against  any  emergency.  And  then, 
too,  "  the  valves  were  partially  ossified" — how  definite  and  precise  !— and 
the  "  parietes  were  easily  torn  with  the  finger " — haven't  they  some 
strips  preserved  in  ajar? — and  the  "pancreas  was  somewhat  indurated," 
and  Dr.  Trow  did  delineate  the  case  so  well  that  "  had  no  name  been 
mentioned  "  citizens  "  would  have  known  whose  case  was  described." 
What  a  pathological  daguerreotype  such  a  describer  must  be  !  And  then, 
to  wind  off,  the  "  gemini "  most  solemnly  declare  that  Dr.  Trow's 
"veracity,  integrity  and  skill  need  no  vindication,"  that  they  have  "un- 
limited confidence  in  his  professional  abilities,"  and  are  "  proud  to  be 
ranked  among  his  friends."  So  n)uch  for  the  laudatory  "  gemini,"  in- 
diting their  eulogy  in  their  niaster's  own  office  (perhaps  subject  to  his 
revision),  and  burning  incense  under  his  very  nose.  They  seem  to  have 
forsaken  their  place  in  the  zodiac,  to  adorn  the  terrestrial  pathwav,  to 
quote  a  phrase  of  most  magniloquent  bombast  (Boston  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal,  Vol.  XXX.,  p.  158),  of  "  the  brightest  star  in  the  patho- 
logical constellation  of  the  world" — and  the  group,  it  may  he,  here  in  our 
very  midst,  form  a  new  Ursa  Major,  o^  which  the  second  reporter  makes 
the  head,  and  the  "gemini"  compose  the  tail.  Let  Dr.  Trow  appro- 
priate all  iheir  praise  ;  I  have  no  desire  to  deprive  him  of  such  garlands. 
In  matters  of  testimony  it  now  only  remains  to  consider  the  statements 
attributed  to  Dr.  S.  Strong.  As  I  regard  the  channel  through  which  the 
information  comes  as  far  horn  infallible,  it  will  be  less  necessary  to  occupy 
much  space  upon  it.  The  verification  of  the  symptoms  described  as 
existing  when  Dr.  Strong  saw  Mr.  Griswold,  is  of  no  weight  whatever 
in  justifying  Dr.  Trow's  valvular  diagnosis,  because  the  patient  was  then 
u'loribund.  The  censure  upon  yourself,  Mr.  Editor,  is  one  in  which  [ 
cannot  coincide.  Its  fairness  in  publishing  on  both  sides  is  a  feature  in  the 
conduct  of  your  Journal  I  have  always  admired,  and  f  commend  the  in- 
sertion of  even  such  articles  as  the  "  Final  Reply  "  and  its  fraternal 
predecessor,  while  replications  are  also  permitted.  As  to  Dr.  Trow's 
"small  <;oose"  and  "  egg,"  since  the  latter  was  addled  I  will  not,  at 
present,  believe  Dr.  Strong  assisted  in  its  procreation.  Tliis  gentleman 
is  introduced  with  that  flourish  of  trumpets  peculiar  to  the  person  who 
officiated  as  his  master  of  ceremonies.  I  would  be  the  last  to  utter  aught 
disadvantageous  to  Dr.  Strong,  but  in  declaring  him  to  be  "  well Jcnoivn  in 
iVeatern  Massachusetts,'^  for  the  purpose  of  giving  eclat  to  his  own  opin- 
ions, Dr.  Trow  compels  a  reference  to  this  fact.  For  more  than  three 
years  I  have  been  practising  medicine  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  the 
town  where  he  I'esides,  and  I  never  heard  of  him  till  1  saw  him  last  August 
at  tlie  post-mortem  examination,  nor  do   1    believe   there  are   ten   persons 
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in  Shelburne  who  know  of  his  existence.  I  say  this,  not  to  his  disparage- 
ment, but  to  expose  Dr.  Trow's  habitual  exaggeration.  Dr.  Strong's  celeb- 
rity "  in  Western  Massachusetts  "  does  not,  by  any  means,  constitute  an 
isolated  or  uncommon  case.  His  ride  is  probably  confined,  like  Dr.  N.  G. 
Trow's  and  my  own,  to  a  circumference  of  eight,  ten  or  a  dozen  miles,  and 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  find  many  parallels  in  the  region  round.  In 
his  own  small  town  Dr.  Strong,  for  aught  I  know,  is  an  amiable  and 
wortliy  physician  ;  yet  the  second  reporter  magnifies  this  little  town  of 
Heath  into  half  a  State,  with  the  same  ease  that  a  scarcely  perceptible 
point  is  extended  over  entire  valves. 

With  a  single  further  remark,  I  dismiss  that  portion  of  the  present  sub- 
ject which  rehites  to  the  heart.  Dr.  Trow,  unmindful  or  ignorant  of  the 
great  works  and  investigations  of  Corvisart,  Avenbrugger,  Kreysig,  Burns, 
Bertin,  Testa,  Laennec,  Hope,  Townsend,  Joy,  Stokes,  and  others,  still 
adheres  to  the  opinion  "  that  diseases  of  the  heart  are  obscure."  I  will 
not  deny  that  to  him  they  may  indeed  be  so,  but  whether  the  medical  pro- 
fession generally  do  not  consider  them  otherwise,  I  shall  leave  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  readers  of  this  Journal.  The  instances  cited  by  Dr.  Trow 
from  the  fjibrary  of  Practical  Medicine  are  not  pertinent  to  the  case,  as 
they  relate  to  the  difficulty  of  discriminating  between  certain  very  rare 
cardiac  affections,  and  not  to  the  power  of  deciding  whether  there  is,  or 
is  not,  some  important  disease  of  the  organ  in  question. 

I  iiave  now  examined  such  parts  of  Dr.  Trow's  articles  as  relate  to 
the  pretended  disease  of  the  heart  of  the  Hon.  Jos.  Griswold,  and  also 
the  dernier  resort  of  the  disease  of  the  brain.  It  was  next  my  intention 
to  have  entered  into  a  full  consideration  of  the  appearance  and  disease  of 
the  pancreas ;  to  have  showm  the  great  importance  of  that  organ  in  the 
animal  economy  ;  to  have  proved  that  its  functions,  so  far  as  respects  ob- 
scurity, might  be  included  in  the  same  category  with  the  liver,  and  that 
an  abnormal  state  of  the  pancreatic  fluid  inflicted  injuries  which  were  de- 
structive to  life  ;  that  the  whole  train  of  symptoms  in  Mr.  Griswold's 
case  coidd  be  traced  to  this  source  ;  that  it  would  lead  to  universal  oli- 
gaemia  ;  that  tiie  dropsical  effusions  about  the  feet  and  ankles,  the  dysp- 
noea, the  palpitations,  &;c.,  were  the  products  of  this  cause;  that  the  af- 
fection of  the  nervous  system  in  the  last  stages  of  Mr.  Griswold's  life  had 
the  sahae  origin,  as  all  maybe  convinced  by  consulting  Travers's  work  on 
Constitutional  Irritation  (pp.139 — 144,  Loudon,  18-26) — by  consulting 
Hall  (Researches  principally  relative  to  the  Morbid  and  Curative  Effects 
of  Loss  of  Blood,  pp.  105—136,  Philadelphia,  1835),  Abercrombie 
(Pathological  and  Practical  Researches  on  Diseases  of  the  Brain  and 
Spinal  Cord,  p.  224,  Philadelphia,  1843),  Gooch  (an  Account  of  some 
of  the  most  Iinf)ortant  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women,  p.  309  et  seq.  Phila- 
delphia, 1836),  Elliotson  (Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  pp.  526 
— 529,  Philadelphia,  184-1),  and  others  ;  that  this  key  unlocks  the  mys- 
tery of  ihose  phenomena  in  the  case  which  were  obscure,  while,  as  we 
have  seen,  the  hypothesis  of  Dr.  Trow  utterly  fails  to  do  it.  1  had  in- 
tended to  institute  an  examination  of  this  kind,  but  the  already  too  great 
length  of  this  article  forbids,  and  as  I  have  ferreted  out  no  note  books  it 
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is  not  so  important.  The  appearance  of  the  pancreas  in  question  is  so 
truly  described  on  p.  382,  Vol.  XXIX.  of  this  Journal,  that  I  can  add 
nothing  to  it.  Dr.  Trow's  abortive  attempts  at  wit  do  not  disprove  the 
deeply-jaundiced  hue  of  the  body  of  the  deceased,  or  the  enlarged  and 
obstructed  state  of  the  gall-bladder.  I  shall,  consequently,  only  lengthen 
this  article  a  little  more  by  glancing  at  several  matters  in  Dr.  Trow's 
"Final"  upon  which  I  have  not  touched,  and  as  these  are  unconnected  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  make  sudden  transitions  from  one  topic  to  another. 
He  inquires  why  Dr.  Knowltou  did  not  inform  the  readers  of  this  Jour- 
nal that  I  was  his  son-in-law  ?  Because  he  had  not  the  least  occasion 
to  do  so.  He  alluded  to  me  nowhere  in  the  whole  course  of  his  second 
article,  nor  had  he  any  chance  to  speak  of  me.  Where,  in  the  course  of 
his  communication,  should  he  have  paused  and  said,  "  Dr.  S.  J.  W. 
Tabor  is  my  son-in-law,"  in  order  to  escape  the  imputation  of  unfairness  ? 
The  very  idea  is  ridiculous.  As  to  my  former  note,  it  was  not  sent,  as 
you  know,  sir,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Knowlton's,  nor  was  it  drawn  up 
at  his  solicitation.  The  second  reporter  manifests  no  little  prudence  in 
waiving  the  affair  of  the  vial,  and  1  suspect  there  was  no  Nathan  needed 
to  say  "  thou  art  the  man  1"  If  he  had  also  waived  the  attempt  to  show 
a  disagreement  in  Dr.  Knowlton's  words  respecting  Mr.  Griswold  at  the 
close  of  his  life,  he  would  have  displayed  his  prudence  still  more.  Be- 
sides that  there  is  a  difference  between  "  the  senses,"  as  this  term  is 
commonly  understood,  and  the  "sensorial  powers,"  1  would  ask  if  there 
is  a  difference  between  "  near  the  last  "  and  ''  several  days  before  death," 
in  relation  to  a  case  where  dissolution  was  expected  for  ten  days  or  a 
fortnight  before  it  took  place  ?  A  person  is  said  to  have  his  "  senses  " 
when  he  can  see,  feel,  hear,  &c.,  knows  where  he  is  and  who  is  with 
him,  and  says,  "  yes,  I  know  you."  But  the  "  sensorial  powers  "  may 
be  much  affected  while  a  person  retains  his  senses,  for,  in  this  respect,  a 
failure  is  indicated  by  debility  of  the  body,  weakness  of  the  muscles,  in- 
ability to  pay  close  or  continued  attention,  a  disposition  to  be  let  alone 
and  to  doze. 

Having  gnawed  the  file  till  he  was  discouraged.  Dr.  Trow  at  last  an- 
nounces, "  come  what  will  in  reference  to  this  subject,  I  shall  never  give 
it  even  a  passing  notice."  I  know  that  silence  is  the  second  reporter's 
refuge,  but  I  doubt  if  he  has  sufficient  wisdom  to  remain  quiet.  1  shall 
be  disappointed  if  he  does  not  come  forth  personally,  or  through  others, 
with  fresh  symptoms,  new  note  books,  and  later  certificates.  That  ideality 
which  distinguished  him  as  a  student  when  he  fancied  he  had  "stone  in 
the  bladder  and  pain  ***,"  (see  the  "  Final,")  will  lack  for  nothing  of  this 
kind.  But  whether  no  more  or  fifty  more  communications  are  written  on 
this  matter  is  indifferent,  provided  rejoinders  are  likewise  received.  Dr. 
Trow,  when  about  concluding,  was  pleased  very  loftily  to  announce  his 
"  pity"  for  me.  I  shall  make  no  pharisaical  pretensions  of  reciprocating 
that  sentiment,  but  for  such  a  "spirit  "  as  that  with  which  he  commenced 
and  has  continued  this  discussion,  1  feel  the  deepest  disgust  and  the  most 
unmitigated  contempt.  Stephen  J.  W.  Tabor. 

Shelburne  Falls,  Mass.,  June  12,  1844. 
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RADICAL   CURE  OF   HERNIA, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — As  you  have  invited  me  to  report,  from  tioie  to  time,  the 
result  of  my  surgical  operations  for  the  radical  cure  of  tiernia,  I  present 
to-day  two  cases,  which  among  others  have  lately  come  under  my  care. 
The  more  practical  experience  I  have  in  this  branch  of  surgery,  the  more 
1  am  confirmed  in  its  entire  practicability,  as  well  as  its  claims  to  superi- 
ority over  every  other  method  of  treatment  which  has  as  yet  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  profession.  I  have  operated  on  twenty  individuals  in 
succession,  who  had  been  troubled  with  the  several  varieties  of  reducible 
hernia,  and  in  every  instance  the  operation  and  treatment  for  the  perfect 
radical  cure  of  the  disease  was  successful.  No  accident  or  untoward 
symptoms  occurred  in  either  case.  The  patients  were  seldom  laid  aside 
from  their  usual  avocations  for  a  longer  time  than  two  weeks,  and  thus 
far  continue  without  any  symptoms  of  a  return  of  their  old  infirinity  ;  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  change  which  1  know  to  have  been  produced  in 
the  parts  operated  upon,  I  see  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  are  in  any 
"reater  degree  liable  to  be  atrain  afflicted  than  those  who  have  never  suf- 
fered  fn 'n  the  malady  in  question.  Before  dismissing  a  patient  or  allow- 
ing him  to  dispense  with  the  use  of  his  truss,  I  make  it  a  rule  to  test  the 
condition  of  the  parts,  and  ascertain  beyond  doubt  whether  the  opening 
is  sufficiently  closed  and  the  adhesions  sufficiently  firm  to  afford  the  de- 
sired security  from  future  accident,  and  to  justify  the  discontinuance  of  all 
artificial  support. 

Case  I. — Mr.   R ,  of  Cambridge,  aged  about  26  years,  of  active 

and  laborious  habits,  applied  for  treatment  February,  1844.  This  gentle- 
man had  oblique  inguinal  hernia  of  right  side,  of  six  years'  continuance. 
He  was  rendered  unable  to  lift  from  fear  of  strangulation.  The  opening 
through  the  external  oblique  muscle  could  readily  admit  the  introduction 
of  two  fingers,  by  invaginating  the  scrotum.  Coughing  appeared  to  give 
to  the  finger  placed  over  the  external  ring  of  the  left  side  a  very  strong 
impulse.  The  skin,  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  and  tendon  of  the  ex- 
ternal oblique  muscle  of  the  inguinal  region  of  both  sides,  appeared  pre- 
ternaiurally  thin  and  weak.  Being  determined  to  obtain  relief,  if  possible, 
the  [Kitient  had  tried  a  variety  of  the  lauded  trusses  of  the  day,  with 
promises  of  cure,  all  of  which  failed  in  retaining  the  protruded  intestine 
except  for  a  short  time ;  so  that  he  despaired  of  ever  being  cured.  The 
o;)eration  for  a  radical  cure  was  performed  upon  the  patient  on  the  day 
when  I  first  saw  him,  giving  but  little  pain  or  inconvenience.  The  ope- 
ration produced  sufficient  adhesions  and  consequent  closure  of  the  open- 
ings to  effect  a  radical  cure  in  from  two  to  three  months  from  the  com- 
mencement of  tl;e  treatment, 

I  have  repeatedly  examined  this  patient  since  the  discontinuance  of 
his  treatment,  in  the  presence  of  other  gentlemen.  The  parts  about  the 
ruptured  region  appear  very  much  thickened  ;  the  tendon  of  the  exter- 
nal oblique  muscle  has  fully  regained  its  normal  firmness.  The  ring  is 
now  known  to  be  rtiuch  thicker  and  smaller  than  that  on  the  opposite 
side, 


462  Radical  Cure  of  Hernia. 

11. — On  the  7tli  of  June  I  was  consulted  by  Rev.  Mr.  D.,  of  Maine^ 
aged  52.  He  stated  that  for  twenty  years  he  liad  been  a  i^reat  sufferer 
from  femoral  hernia  on  the  right  side,  which  had  been  irreducible  almost 
Irom  its  first  appearance.  Patient  was  brought  up  to  mechanical  employ- 
ment, which  he  pursued  till  he  became  too  greatly  afflicted  with  his  hernia 
to  perform  manual  labor,  and  consequently  he  was  induced  to  direct  his 
attention  to  the  clerical  profession.  Had  on  a  large  truss,  with  a  deep, 
concave  ()ad.  Upon  removing  the  truss  I  found  the  hernial  mass  filling 
up  the  whole  groin  or  crural  region.  Patient  stated  that  when  quite  a 
boy  he  discovered  a  small  tumor  above  Poupart's  ligament.  By  the  di- 
rection of  a  physician,  Hull's  truss  was  applied.  By  the  use  of  this  instru- 
ment (which  in  many  cases  is  a  valuable  one),  the  bowel  was  prevented 
from  making  any  further  progress  through  the  external  abdominal  ring  for 
a  period  of  several  years.  Twenty  years  ago  the  hernia  took  a  differ- 
ent coui:se,  and  came  out  below  the  ligament  through  the  crural  ring,, 
greatly  augmented  in  size,  and  has  been  the  cause  of  much  pain  at  very 
frequent  intervals  for  many  years ;  so  much  so,  that  his  life  has  been 
despaired  of  on  several  occasions.  He  has  resorted  to  various  kinds  of 
trusses,  without  deriving  any  benefit  from  them.  Surgeons  have  often  at- 
tempted to  reduce  the  hernia  by  taxis,  and  other  measures,  all  of  which 
have  proved  entirely  abortive. 

After  having  examined  the  condition  of  the  parts  implicated,  I  njade 
an  effort  to  reduce  the  hernial  contents  into  the  abdomen,  and,  much  to  the 
surprise  and  gratification  of  the  patient,  as  well  as  myself,  the  effort  was 
successful.  The  time  occupied  in  the  manipulation  was  about  fifteen, 
minutes,  during  which  the  patient  complained  of  but  little  pain,  nor  has 
he  since.  After  the  hernia  was  reduced  he  was  directed  to  remain  quietly 
in  a  horizontal  position  about  two  hours.  I  then  performed  the  operation, 
for  the  radical  and  permanent  cure  of  his  long-standing  infirmity.  A 
large  fold  of  integument,  entirely  altered  in  texture  and  resembling  thick 
leather  rather  than  the  properties  of  healthy  skin,  in  consequence  of  the 
long  continued  pressure  of  the  various  trusses  he  had  used,  lay  puckered 
up  and  loose  in  the  groin.  As  it  would  doubtless  have  been  a  source 
of  inconvenient  irritation  to  the  adjacent  parts,  I  removed  it  with  the- 
scalpel.  The  patient  remained  in  the  city  three  or  four  days,  when  he 
had  occasion  to  go  home  on  business.  I  gave  consent,  with  the  injunction 
that  he  should  wear  a  truss,  which  I  adjusted.  He  made  his  visit  and  re- 
turned to  the  city  by  the  next  boat,  without  having  suffered  at  all  from 
his  journey.  In  ten  days  from  the  operation,  Mr.  D.  was  able  to  remove 
the  truss  and  walk  about  without  any  external  support.  The  hernia 
manifested  no  disposition  to  return.  The  opening  through  which  the 
bowel  descended  into  the  groin,  and  which,  before  the  operation  for  its 
perfect  o!)literation,  would  admit  two  fingers  their  whole  length,  was  firmly 
closed  ;  the  bowel  and  omentum  remain  safe  and  sound  in  their  proper 
place,  without  absolute  necessity  for  artificial  support. 

On  the  I8th  of  Jime  I  also  operated  on  the  same  patient  for  the  cure 
of  a  small  femoral  hernia  on  the  left  side,  which  has  troubled  him  some 
for  a  few  months.     On  the  2 1st  he  was  dismissed  cured. 

Boston,  June  28,  1844.  G.  Heaton,  M.D. 


(  463  ) 
DR.   BEDFORD'S  NOTE  ON   CHAILLY'S   MIDWIFERY. 

to  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Every  individual  in  the  community  has  a  bearing  upon  the  charac- 
ter of  the  whole.  There  is  no  one  so  humble  in  life  who  is  not  able  to 
do  some  act  which  may  in  some  measure  tend  to  degrade  the  nation  to 
which  he  belongs  ;  and,  vice  versa,  to  elevate  it.  Professional  men,  more 
«specially,  are  in  view  of  the  world  thus  situated.  Foreigners  who  visit 
iis  do  not  reason  according  to  the  logic  of  Dr.  Watts,  or  Professor  Hedge, 
— that  is,  from  generals  to  particulars  ;  but  they  reverse  the  rule,  and  from 
particular,  Individual,  isolated  and  detached  instances,  they  stamp  the 
general  features  of  professions,  and  the  morals  and  manners  of  society. 

1  was  led  into  these  reflections  by  Dr.  Bedford's  note  on  Chailly's 
Midwifery,  entitled  "  Active  Motion  of  the  Fcetus."  This  note,  which 
is  given  at  length  in  the  Medical  Examiner,*  from  which  we  obtain  our 
knowledge  of  it,  gives  an  account  of  a  person  who  is  called  a  physician, 
having  been  called  to  a  woman  who  supposed  herself  pregnant  and  in 
labor.  The  doctor,  after  instituting  an  examination,  declared  "  that  all 
was  right — that  the  labor  was  quite  advanced,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
would  be  completed."  The  result  was,  that  the  woman  had  mistaken  the 
motion  of  wind  in  her  bowels  for  that  of  a  foetus,  and  that  the  labor  was 
of  that  article  only,  and  ended  in  its  discharge.  This,  as  it  relates  to  a 
female  who  was  never  pregnant,  and  whose  bowels  were  swollen  or  dis- 
tended with  flatus,  may  all  have  been  very  probable.  But  for  a  person 
having  the  title  o( physician  bestowed  upon  him,  who  bad  just  given  such 
a  diagnosis  and  prognosis  as  this  attendant  is  said  to  have  done,  we  ob- 
ject to  it  totally,  summarily,  decidedly  and  forever. 

Our  first  impression  iipon  reading  the  case  was,  that  it  was  absolutely 
impossible.  And  now,  notwithstanding  the  credibility  of  the  source  from 
which  the  account  of  it  is  derived,  we  do  think  that  any  one  who  has  ever 
attended  a  single  case  of  parturition  can  hardly  have  his  incredulity  remov- 
ed. But  aside  from  this,  we  protest  against  the  utter  impolicy,  impro- 
priety, inexpediency  and  unprofessional  bearing  of  giving  such  a  case 
publicity  to  the  world.  We  view  it  a  disgrace,  supposing  that  such  a 
case  existed  ;  as  well  as  undignified,  and  uncalled  for,  in  him  who  has 
given  it  to  the  public.  Argus. 

May,  1844. 
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Diseases  of  Clergymen. — In  modern  times  the  clergymen  of  New  Eng- 
land suffer  from  maladies  that  were  wholly  unknown  lo  our  grandfathers. 

*  See  Dr.  Huston's  Medical  Examiner,  May  4lh,  1844,    Fhiladelpliia. 
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Dyspepsia  is  a  prevailing  complaint,  which  eng;onders  a  train  of  disturb- 
ances in  the  system  of  a  formidable  character.  Bronchitis  is  another  dis- 
ease, so  common  as  not  to  excite  much  surprise — especially  since  the  fact 
has  been  ascertained  that  a  delightful  remedy  for  it  is  a  voyage  to  Europe, 
at  the  expense  of  the  parish.  This  is  a  curious  circumstance  in  clerical 
history,  which  the  Puritan,  a  widel}''  circulated  religious  newspaper, 
published  in  Boston,  has  had  the  independence  to  treat  more  severely  than 
would  be  becoming  to  any  other  class  of  editors. 

That  verj'  many  are  out  of  health,  is  admitted  ;  and  the  number  who 
have  asked  for  dismissions  from  their  people,  on  account  of  inability  to 
conduct  their  pastoral  labors,  from  various  causes,  is  quite  large  in  the 
northern  States.  A  melancholy  circumstance  in  regard  to  this  measure 
of  clerical  health,  is  based  on  the  fact  that  a  majority  of  them  are  young 
men,  who  have  hardly  become  pillars  of  strength  in  society,  before  they 
yield  to  the  weight  and  sink  prematurely  under  the  wreck  of  a  shattered 
constitution.  What  combination  of  events  can  have  produced  these  pain- 
ful results  ? 

Before  answering  this  question,  however,  let  it  be  brought  to  mind  that 
the  old  school  of  New-England  clergymen  were  men  of  laborious  indus- 
try. Their  salaries,  for  a  year,  in  many  places,  were  less  than  some  of 
their  delicate  successors  now  receive  in  a  single  quarter.  They  were 
therefore  often  obliged  to  perform  some  out-of-door  labor,  though  this  was 
perhaps  as  often  done  from  choice.  They  brought  up  large  families  ;  and 
they  preached  fervently  and  almost  uninterruptedly,  from  early  life  to 
three  score  and  ten,  and  were  distinguished  in  all  respects  for  their  faith- 
fulness, christian  benevolence  and  zeal. 

What  efforts  should  be  made  to  procure  a  return  of  this  amount  of  cleri- 
cal health  ?  What  process  will  conduce  to  more  muscular  power,  more 
active  digestion,  and  probable  longevity  ?  The  answer  is — Physical  acti- 
vity. The  clergy  of  the  present  day,  as  a  class,  are  too  sedentary — too 
much  inclined  to  avail  themselves  of  the  comfortable  advantages  of  elegant 
libraries,  heated  to  a  debilitating  temperature  by  sea  coal  fires.  They 
should,  where  it  is  practicable,  labor  more  in  the  fields,  and  manifest  some 
interest  in  the  culture  of  the  soil.  Bodily  labor  is  the  remedy  for  many 
of  their  physical  woes,  and  without  it  they  will  be  but  broken  reeds.  Air 
was  made  for  breathing,  and  the  earth  to  be  trodden  upon  and  taken  care 
of  by  intellectual  man;  if  he  neglects  to  go  out  upon  its  green  carpets,  to 
cultivate  its  fruits,  and  inhale  its  pure  air,  he  violates  an  essential  law  of 
his  economy,  and  suffers  for  it  in  the  loss  of  all  that  makes  life  desirable — 
good  health  and  a  cheerful  heart. 

When  the  New-England  clergy  take  to  the  plough,  the  hoe,  the  scythe, 
and  enter  spiritedly  into  horticultural  and  agricultural  pursuits,  at  least 
one  third  of  their  time,  they  will  have  sound  minds  in  vigorous  bodies. 


Another  Giant. — If  it  could  be  said  of  old  that  there  loere  giants  in 
those  days,  it  is  true  also  that  there  are  such  in  these  days. 

When  Mons.  Benin  was  in  Boston,  that  monster  youth  Freeman,  and 
Porter,  we  were  particular  to  gather  their  histories,  because  they  were 
such  extraordinary  departures  from  the  usual  standard  height  of  man. 
Before  the  impression  they  made  is  fairly  effaced,  another  walking  phe- 
nomenon has  entered  the  city.  Having  had  an  interview  with  him,  the 
following  facts  were  elicited. 
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Nathan  Lampman,  now  at  Mr.  Kimball's  Museum,  was  born  at  Cox- 
sackie,  N.  Y.,  April  8lh,  1828,  and  he  was.  therefore,  sixteen  years  old  in 
April  last.  There  is  nothing  remarkable  about  him  but  his  altitude.  His 
head  towers  above  the  whole  multitude,  being  seven  feet  and  half  an  inch 
high!  He  is  not  from  a  family  any  way  remarkable  for  height — the  fa- 
ther being  only  about  five  feet  eight  inches,  and  his  mother  five  feet  five 
inches.  Neither  has  he  brothers  or  sisters  who  are  tall — nor  any  relative 
so  tall  as  himself  by  fifteen  inches.  In  a  word,  Nathan  is  a  great,  tall, 
awkv/ard,  good-natured,  sixteen-years-old  boy,  whose  chin  has  never  been 
smoothed  by  a  razor,  and  who  bids  fair,  being  still  actually  growing,  to 
reach  another  foot.  He  is  a  sort  of  farmer's  boy,  and  partly  a  carpenter's 
fag,  without  really  being,  however,  in  either  line,  much  of  any  thing.  In 
the  last  year  he  positively  declares  that  he  grew  nine  inches  !  At  present 
his  weight  is  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  pounds.  The  body  is  stilted 
up  on  a  pair  of  the  longest  legs,  perhaps,  on  the  western  continent,  whose 
base  is  a  pair  of  feet,  fourteen  inches  from  heel  to  toe  !  Nathan  is  a  sight 
worth  seeing.  Should  his  life  be  spared,  we  may  fully  expect  that  he 
will  ultimately  eclipse  all  the  giants  of  modern  times,  for  everything  is  in 
his  favor,  viz.  youth,  health,  good  habits,  and  a  desire  to  outgrow  all  the 
descendants  of  Adam. 

We  are  always  vigilant  in  collecting  these  gigantic  memorials  of  alt 
who  happen  to  come  within  the  sphere  of  our  observation,  that  physiolo- 
gists may  not  charge  us,  as  chroniclers  of  medical  and  physiological  event.s 
in  our  day,  with  neglecting  any  fact  or  circumstance  which  should  have 
been  preserved  for  reference,  and  for  an  illustration  of  the  mental  or 
physical  condition  of  society  and  its  anomalies  in  our  day  and  generation. 


New  Orleans  Medical  Journal. — A  bi-monthly  Journal,  the  first  num- 
ber of  which  is  exceedingly  well  arranged,  has  been  commenced  at  New 
Orleans.  It  is  edited  by  E.  D.  Fenner,  M.D.  and  A.  Hester,  M.D.,  who 
manifest  in  the  preface  a  disposition  to  send  forth  a  periodical  that  must 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  profession.  They  remark,  "  It  is  subservient 
to  no  personal,  no  party  interest.  We  pursue  a  higher  and  nobler  aini — 
the  cultivation  of  medical  science  and  the  improvement  of  its  followers." 
The  leading  articles  show  that  there  is  talent  enough  in  New  Orleans  to 
give  the  highest  degree  of  authority  to  a  Journal  of  Medicine  ;  and  with 
regard  to  matter,  no  city  on  the  continent  has  richer  or  more  abundant 
materials,  new  and  strange,  than  New  Orleans. 

The  reputation  of  some  of  the  surgeons  and  practitioners  of  New  Or- 
leans is  quite  familiar  to  us  in  this  northern  part  of  the  Union  ;  and  we 
shall  be  happy  in  the  prospect  of  knowing  more  of  them  hereafter  through 
the  pages  of  a  periodical  that  is  the  appropriate  organ  for  expressing  their 
views  on  medical  and  surgical  subjects.  Five  dollars  a  year,  in  advance, 
is  the  price  of  subscription.  A  determination  to  deal  for  ready  money 
should  be  closely  maintained,  since  a  tried  experience  convinces  us,  as 
well  as  others,  that  trusting  is  the  great  evil  in  periodical  publishing, 
which  neither  time  nor  patience  ever  corrects.  Wishing  the  editors  the 
realization  of  their  hopes,  we  tender  them  our  congratulation,  and  assure 
them  of  the  pleasure  it  will  afford  us  to  aid  them  in  the  undertaking,  in 
any  way  in  our  power. 
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Honorarij  Degrees  of  Medicine. — At  New  York,  on  the  eleventh  com- 
mencement of  tlie  University,  the  honorary  degree  of  M.D.  was  confer- 
red on  Dr.  Razoir  of  Greece,  Dr.  Guerin  of  Paris,  Dr.  Tarall  of  Kenyon 
College,  Ohio,  and  Dr.  Augustus  Davezac,  Jr.,  of  New  Orleans.  The 
degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  five  medical  students  in  course. 


Division  of  the  Portio-dura  ;  Excessive  Pain. — The  following  brief 
narration  is  interesting  in  a  physiological  point  of  view.  A  dancing- 
master  had  a  tumor  developed  over  the  articular  surface  of  the  lower  jaw, 
to  remove  which  means  of  every  kind  were  tried  in  vain  :  the  tumor  at 
length  having  acquired  the  size  of  half  an  apple,  the  patient  consented  to 
have  it  removed  by  operation,  in  the  course  of  which,  the  surgeon  saw 
that  the  trunk  of  the  facial  nerve  passed  right  through  the  middle  of  the 
morbid  mass,  a  mixture  of  steatoma  and  hydatids.  Seeing  no  means  of 
sparing  it,  the  surgeon  cut  it  through  at  one  lusty  stroke  of  the  knife. 
The  pain  occasioned  by  this  seemed  horrible.  The  patient  threw  off  the 
three  assistants  who  were  holding  him,  sprung  from  the  seat,  looked 
wildly  around,  and  stretched  out  his  hands  in  agony.  The  spectacle  was 
made  the  more  piteous  by  the  semi-paralysis  of  the  face  and  distortion  of 
the  features  that  instantly  ensued  :  the  mouth  was  drawn  completely  over 
to  the  other  side,  the  angle  on  the  paralyzed  side  hung  down  relaxed,  the 
cheek  laj'^  hollow  and  meaningless;  the  eye  seemed  sunken  and  smaller. 
It  was  by-and-by  found  that  three-fourths  of  an  inch  of  the  trunk  of  the 
facial  had  been  removed. 

What  is  still  farther  remarkable  is  this :  that  the  deformity  did  not  con- 
tinue even  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  ;  the  features  had  recovered 
themselves  greatly,  and  after  a  fortnight,  unless  when  the  patient  spoke, 
particular  attention  would  have  been  required  to  perceive  that  anything 
was  amiss  with  him. — Bredow,  in  Caspar's  Wochejischrift,  No.  12,  1844. 


Abscess  of  the  Tongue.  By  Dr.  Moller. — A  locksmith  applied  for 
advice  regarding  a  swelling  under  the  chin,  with  violent  pain  at  the  root 
of  the  tongue,  almost  wholly  preventing  deglutition.  Upon  examination 
a  large  tumor  was  found  in  the  tongue,  that  nearly  filled  the  entire  cavity 
of  the  mouth  :  it  was  dark  colored,  and  fluctuating.  There  was  no  time 
to  lose.  A  bistoury  armed  with  linen  to  near  its  point  w^as  plunged  into 
the  swelling,  whereby  a  great  quantity  of  thin  pus  was  evacuated,  and 
the  patient  straightway  relieved.  The  wound  healed  in  eight  days.  The 
tumor  under  the  chin  was  treated  in  the  same  way.  The  patient  was  60 
years  old,  and  of  phthisical  habit — a  circumstance  in  accordance  with 
what  certain  writers  have  advanced,  namely,  that  phthisical  individuals 
are  more  especially  prone  to  this  rare  kind  of  abscess. — Oppenheim's 
Zeitsckrift. 

Therapeutical  Powers  of  Iodide  of  Potassium. — In  a  communication  to 
the  Provincial  Medical  Journal,  April  24th,  Dr.  Oke  gives  the  results  of 
an  extended  therapeutical  experience  of  the  iodide  of  potassium.  He 
had  not  found  it  of  any  service  in  cases  of  abdominal  tumor,  scirrhous  in- 
duration, or  ulcerated  cancer,  lupus,  indurated  glands,  scrofulous  ulcera- 
tion, affections  of  the  lungs,  enlargement  of  the  liver,  ascites,  or  encysted 
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dropsy.  The  diseases  in  which  he  had  found  ihe  medicine  useful,  on  the 
contrary,  were  phagedenic  ulceration,  disease  of  the  periosteum,  and 
chronic  rheumatism. — London  Medical  Gazette. 


Case  of  Death  from  a  Piece  of  Potato-skin  in  ihe  Larynx. — Dr.  Jack- 
son, of  Leilh,  was  called  to  see  H.  S.,  a  cooper,  aged  31,  of  irregular  habits, 
who  had  died  when  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  On  dissection,  the  lungs  and 
heart  presented  all  the  appearances  characteristic  of  asphyxia.  The  cause 
of  this  was  made  apparent  on  examining  the  larynx,  where  it  was  found 
that  a  piece  of  potato-skin,  of  an  irregular  triangular  shape,  little  more 
than  an  inch  long,  thin  as  the  finest  paper,  and  perfectly  transparent,  lay 
entangled  between  the  folds  of  the  thyro-arytenoid  ligaments,  one  of  the 
ends  being  fastened  over  the  posterior  end  of  the  rima  gloltidis,  whilst 
the  other  two  margins  were  free,  forming  a  valve  which  would  open  by 
each  expiration,  but  shut  at  each  inspiration,  so  causing  speedy  suffoca- 
tion. The  piece  of  potato-skin  had  probably  been  ejected  from  the  sto- 
mach by  vomiting,  along  with  other  matters. — Cormack's  Edi?i.  Jotirnal. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Amongst  the  policemen  on  the  great  English 
Western  Railroad,  are  three  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 
— Sir  Henry  Halford  left  his  whole  fortune,  by  will,  to  his  son,  who  is 
now  Sir  Henry  Halford. — Dr.  Thomas  F.  Devan,  a  physician  of  New 
York,  has  been  ordained  as  a  Baptist  missionary  to  China. — Dr.  Chovvn 
recently  introduced  a  woman  to  the  notice  of  the  Westminster  Medical 
Society,  who  had  four  nipples. — A  medical  school  has  been  projected  in 
the  ancient  city  of  Damascus,  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  J.  B. 
Thompson,  an  English  physician. — A  second  volume  of  the  St.  Louis 
Medical  Journal  has  been  commenced. — A  medical  college  is  now  well 
organized  at  Montreal,  with  excellent  prospects.  The  winter  term  closed 
as  late  as  the  last  week  in  April.  There  is  also  a  medico-chirurgical  so- 
ciety in  the  same  city,  admirably  conducted. — Surgeon  J.  J.  B.  Wright, 
U.  S.  A.,  ordered  to  Fort  Marion.  Assistant  Surgeon  B.  M.  Byrne  per- 
mitted to  proceed  to  New  York  for  examination — for  promotion. — Dr. 
Silas  Holmes  has  gone  out  Surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Brig  Truxlon,  to  the 
coast  o{  Africa. — Fifty  thousand  dollars  have  been  subscribed  in  Boston 
to  enlarge  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. — Dr.  Hall  has  the  whole 
charge  of  the  dispensary  at  Macao,  China.  Fears  were  entertained  in 
1835  that  the  Missionary  Hospital  might  be  obliged  to  give  up,  as  it  was 
stipulated  to  do  so  in  case  the  public  authorities  should  require  it.  The 
public  sentiment  has  so  much  changed  since  that  period,  that  the  institu- 
tion has  become  the  most  important  and  valuable  establishment,  in  Chinese 
estimation,  in  all  China. 

MARKiEn, — In  Sandwich,  Benjamin  Hubbard,  M%D,,  of  South  Weymouth,  to 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Perry. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  6,  24.— Mates,  18-,  Females,  11.    Stillbora,  1. 

Of  consumptioti,  4 — disease  of  the  heart,  \ — brain  fever,  1 — intemperance,  1 — erysipelas,  I — maras- 
mus, 1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — c.incer,  1 — murdered,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — dropsy  in  the  brain,  1 — 
scarlet  fever,  4 — bowel  complaint,  1 — child-bed,  1 — worms,  1— iiiflamniatiou  of  the  bowels,  ] — iiver 
complaint,  1. 

Under  5  years,  9— between  5  and  20  years,  3— between  20  and  60  years,  11— over  60  years,  1. 
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Filmg  the  Teeth. — Mr.  Robinson,  in  an  article  on  filing'  the  teeth, 
published  in  the  Forceps,  says,  the  teeth  that  are  more  generally  attacked 
with  caries,  and  for  which  the  application  of  the  file  is  more  frequently 
brought  into  request,  are  the  four  central  incisors  and  canines  of  the 
upper  jaw,  although  in  many  instances  it  may  be  used  with  success  to  the 
bicuspides  and  molares  of  both  jaws.  The  permanent  central  and  lateral 
incisors  of  the  upper  jaw  frequently  decay  at  an  early  period  at  their  sides. 
This  arises  either  from  a  too  crowded  state  of  the  mouth,  and  the  undue 
influence  exercised  on  the  parts  by  their  too  rapid  advance  before  the 
maxillary  arch  is  sufficiently  developed  to  admit  the  increased  size,  or  from 
the  patient  at  that  period  neglecting  to  perform  those  daily  ablutions  so 
essential  and  necessary  to  the  health  of  these  organs.  In  either  case  it 
unquestionably  torms  the  exciting  cause  of  caries  in  those  situations, 
which,  if  allowed  to  extend  beyond  a  certain  point,  renders  the  operation 
both  difficult  and  dangerous  to  the  tooth  itself,  owing  to  the  confined  space 
the  operator  has  to  use  his  instruments,  with  that  force  so  requisite  to  the 
well  packing  of  the  gold  to  the  exclusion  of  all  foreign  substances,  with  the 
liability  of  fracturing  the  enamel.  Even  if  this  difficulty  should  be  over- 
come, the  tooth  may  be  broken  in  the  attempt  at  stopping  it,  or  the  gold 
may  become  loose  at  the  end  of  a  few  months.  Hence  arises  the  neces- 
sity of  filing  in  the  early  stages  of  caries,  in  preference  to  stopping.  In 
every  stage  which  requires  the  use  of  the  file,  the  dentist  ought  not  to  be 
content  with  merely  dividing  the  teeth,  but  should  extend  the  operation 
until  the  whole  disease  in  the  tooth  is  eradicated,  and  presents  a  surface 
as  white  as  the  healthy  part  of  the  tooth.  A  considerable  portion  of  a  tooth 
can  be  filed  away  without  the  slighest  injury,  if  the  operation  be  perform- 
ed with  caution,  and  the  posterior  portion  removed  without  any  percepti- 
ble disfigurement  ;  in  many  cases,  the  caries  can  be  removed  by  scraping 
away  with  an  instrument,  without  having  recourse  to  the  file.  Mr.  Robin- 
son has  frequently,  after  dividing  a  tooth,  discovered  near  its  cutting  edge 
a  large  cavity,  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  remove  without  destroying 
more  than  half  the  tooth,  and  disfiguring  the  patient ;  in  any  attempt  to 
stop  it  with  gold,  the  chances  would  be,  either  a  fracture  or  an  imperfect 
stopping.  In  these  cases,  he  has  substituted  gum-mastic  steeped  in  water 
— an  admirable  substitute — which  has  remained  in  the  cavity  for  months, 
and  can  be  renewed  at  pleasure  by  the  patient.  In  many  instances,  when 
the  cavities  have  been  examined  three  or  four  years  afterwards,  they  have 
been  found  perfectly  healthy,  not  in  the  least  indicating  a  return  of  the 
disease. — London  Medical  Times. 


Tooth-ache. — An  anonymous  writer  in  the  Forceps  says,  that  one  of 
the  best  palliative  remedies,  when  tooth-ache  arises  from  exposure  of  the 
nerve,  is  a  mixture  of  morphia,  creosote,  and  arsenic,  made  into  a  thin 
paste,  and  applied  to  the  nerve  on  a  small  pledget  of  lint.  If  the  tooth- 
ache be  caused  by  fungus  of  the  nerve,  it  is  occasionally  removable  by 
the  application  of  caustic,  which,  if  repeatedly  used,  will  destroy  the 
diseased  growth.  Temporary  relief  from  p-rin  may  also  be  obtained  by 
causing  the  fungus  to  bleed  freely,  but  the  only  permanent  cure  of  this 
affection  must  be  accomplished  by  the  forceps,  as  the  disease  generally 
returns  after  a  few  months. — Ibid. 
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STATE   LEGISLATION   RESPECTING   MEDICAL  PRACTICE 

[This  subject — always  an  interesling  one — lias  of  late,  from  various 
causes,  received  increased  attention.  Many  of  ihe  States  in  our  Union, 
which  have  long  had  enactments  conferring  a  license  ufion  the  educated 
physician,  have  within  a  lew  years,  as  is  well  known,  repealed  them.  The 
opinions  of  medical  men  on  the  subject  in  such  places,  as  well  as  the  prac- 
tical results  of  this  new  state  of  things,  are  matters  of  interest  to  their 
professional  brethren  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  We  have  already 
copied  (he  doings  of  the  Monroe  Co.  (N.  Y.)  Medical  Society  in  regard 
to  the  late  change  of  the  law  in  that  State,  and  we  now  give  the  report 
of  a  committee  of  tlie  Medical  Society  of  Albany  Co.,  which  is  ably 
drawn  up,  and  which  was  unanimously  adopted  at  a  late  meeting  of  the 
Society.] 

For  the  purpose  of  laying  the  whole  subject  before  the  Society,  in  an 
intelligible  (orm,  we  present  the  following  summary  of  the  laws  regulating 
the  ))ractice  of  medicine  as  they  existed  in  this  State  previous  to  May 
6,  1844. 

County  and  State  Medical  Societies  were  incorporated,  and  the  terms 
of  admission  into  the  County  Societies  were  prescribed  by  law.  Mem- 
bers of  the  County  Societies  were  the  only  licensed  practitioners  of  physic 
and  surgery. 

.All  unlicensed  persons,  except  "  botanic  doctors,"  were  prohibited 
from  practising  under  penalty  of  %'25  for  each  offence.  All  unlicensetl 
persons,  without  exception,  were  made  incapable  of  enforcing,  by  legal 
proce.$s,  the  payment  of  compensation  for  services  rendered  to  the  sick. 

By  the  act  of  May  6,  1844,  all  uidicensed  persons  are  freed  from  the 
penalty  for  practising,  and  the  disability  of  collecting  pay  for  their  ser- 
vices. Besides  tliis,  they  are  made  liable  to  civil  and  criminal  prosecu- 
tions for  malpractice,  gross  ignorance  and  irninoral  conduct.  Previous  to 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  law  prescribed  the  mode  of  becoming  a  licens- 
ed practitioner  of  medicine,  and  conferred  on  such,  and  on  the  botanic 
doctors,  the  exclusive  right  to  practise.  Since  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  law  still  prescribes  the  mode  of  becoming  a  licensed  practitioner,  but 
gives  to  all  persons  of  whatever  age,  or  sex,  or  education,  the  right  to 
practise,  and  to  enforce  the  payment  of  compensation  for  their  services. 
Hence,  although  the  organization  of  the  County  and  State  Societies  is  left 
24 
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as  before,  it  is  no  lon<;er  obligatory  on  those  who  practise  physic  and  sur- 
gery to  become  members  of  the  County  Societies,  nor  to  go  through  the 
course  of  study  and  the  examination  requisite  for  admission  into  these  so- 
cieties. They  have  become  voluntaiy  associations,  which  give  to  their 
members  the  title  of  hcensed  practitioners,  but  confer  on  lliem  no  legal 
rights.  Such  is  the  operation  of  this  act  on  the  laws  regulating  medical 
practice. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  question,  whether  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  calls  for  any  movement  on  the  part  of  tlie  Society.  But 
first  of  all,  it  will  be  necessary  to  review  the  course  of  legislation  in  re- 
gard to  medical  practice,  and  to  establish  the  principles  on  which  such 
legislation  ought  to  be  founded. 

Seeing  what  important  duties  devolve  upon  the  physician,  what 
weighty  interests  are  confided  to  his  skill  and  integrity,  subject  to  no 
control  but  his  own  conscience,  legislators  have  always  recognized  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  providing  men  to  assume  those  duties  who 
could  otfer  some  guarantees  of  capacity  and  honesty,  and  of  guarding 
the  public  against  imposition  by  the  ignorant  and  unprincipled.  Hence 
I'aws  have  been  enacted,  having  in  view  the  two-fold  object  of  raising  up 
and  organizing  a  body  of  competent  physicians,  and  of  protecting  the 
public  against  imposition. 

To  accomplish  the  former  of  these  objects,  the  profession  has  been  or- 
ganized by  the  establishment  of  County  Societies,  so  that  its  members  nmy 
readily  be  recognized  by  each  other  and  by  the  public,  may  exercise  a 
general  supervision  over  each  other,  and  co-operate  to  promote  the  com- 
mon welfare. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  medical  education  by  the  establishment  of 
schools  liberally  endowed,  in  which  students  may,  at  moderate  expense, 
be  taught  the  science  and  art  of  medicine.  A  course  of  study  has  been 
prescribed,  through  which  candidates  are  required  to  pass  before  they  can 
be  admitted  to  an  examination  by  which  their  qualifications  are  to  be 
tested.  After  having  accomplished  this  course  of  study  and  passed  the 
examination,  the  student  is  admitted  into  the  profession  as  one  worthy  of 
its  honors  and  fitted  to  assume  its  duties. 

Thus  are  attained  the  first  great  objects  of  medical  legislation.  A 
body  ol  |)hyscians  is  created,  presenting  certain  guarantees  of  capacity 
and  character,  and  this  body  is  organized  so  that  its  members  may  be 
readily  recognized  by  the  public.  These  objects  and  the  means  by 
which  they  are  attained  we  all  unite  in  commending.  If  any  person, 
with  these  means  of  choosing,  applies  for  medical  aid  to  one  who  can 
offer  no  guarantees  of  proper  qualifications,  he  is  guilty  of  a  gross  impru- 
dence ;  but  it  is  at  his  own  risk,  and  he  has  to  suffer  in  his  own  person 
all  the  consequences.  The  law  has  protected  him  against  imposition,  but 
not  against  a  Ibolish  choice. 

It  might  be  supposed,  iliat  when  men  have  the  choice  before  them  of 
educated  physicians,  presenting  evidences  of  their  qualifications,  and  of 
others  whose  main  titles  seem  lo  be  their  ignorance  and  impudence,  they 
would  not  hesitate  to  have  recourse  to   the   fonner.     But  sad  experience 


Report  of  the  A/battif  Coantij  Mtdical  Society.  471 

shows  that  this  is  far  fioin  being  true.  We  find  that  men  who  conduct 
all  their  other  affairs  with  piudi^iice  and  discretion,  are  willing  to  abandon 
a  medical  attendant  of  tried  skill  and  character,  for  any  juggling  mounte- 
bank whose  pretensions  would  only  excite  a  smile,  were  it  not  for  the  de- 
plorable results  to  which  they  give  rise.  Struck  with  this  sad  spectacle 
of  human  credulity  and  folly  in  cases  in  which  such  impoitant  interests 
are  involved,  legislators  have  thought  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  provide 
educated  pliysicians,  and  to  give  the  public  the  means  of  recognizing 
them,  but  have  passed  laws  prohibiting  all  but  regular  physicians  from 
j)ractising.  These  laws  are  founded  on  the  assumption,  that  it  would  be 
so  absurd  to  have  recourse  for  niedical  aid  to  an  ignorant  person,  when 
it  is  possible  to  procure  the  services  of  an  educated  physician,  that  those, 
who  might  be  tempted  to  do  so,  must  be  treated  as  incompetent  to  man- 
age their  own  concerns.  To  prevent  them,  therefore,  fiom  indulging  in 
such  folly,  all  irregular  practice  is  prohibited  under  certain  penalties. 

The  laws  for  educating  and  organizing  a  body  of  physicians  were  in- 
tended to  give  men  the  means  of  acting  prutlently  ;  the  prohibitory  laws 
were  intended  to  compel  men  to  act  prudt-iuly.  So  long  as  public  senti- 
ment accords  with  this  view  of  the  legislator,  the  operation  of  these  pro- 
hibitory laws  is  salutary  ;  while  only  a  very  few  silly  persons  prefer  to 
have  recourse  to  men  out  of  the  profession  for  relief,  it  seems  proper  to 
protect  them  against  their  own  bad  judgment,  just  as  minors  and  imbe- 
cile persons  are  not  allowed  to  make  contracts  by  which  they  might  be 
swindled  by  knaves.  But  unfortunately  a  large  portion  of  the  public 
think  that  education  and  science  are  not  necessary  to  qualify  men  for 
medical  practice.  Numerous  sects  have  sprimg  up,  pretending  to  cure 
diseases  by  various  processes,  more  or  less  ridicidous,  but  all  agreeing  in 
this  one  point,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  pass  through  the  regular  course 
of  studies  required  by  law,  but  that  there  is  a  royal  road  to  medical  prac- 
tice which  renders  such  drudgery  useless.  These  sects,  absurd  as  their 
doctrines  may  be,  have  succeeded  in  gaining  followers  among  the  public, 
and  the  effect  of  these  restrictive  laws,  if  enforced,  must  be  to  prevent  all 
their  followers  from  procuring  the  kind  of  medical  aid  which  they  prefer. 
Besides,  it  must  be  remarked  that  those  who  are  thus  placed  under  legis- 
lative tutelage,  are  not  exclusively  the  ignorant  or  in)becile,  but  that  ihey 
number  in  their  ranks  many  persons  of  education  and  sagacity,  who  n)an- 
age  all  their  other  affairs  with  sufliitient  acuteness  and  discernment. 
However  absm-d  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  these  men  may  appear  to 
us,  we  have  not,  for  that  reason,  the  right  to  impose  on  them  our  ideas  of 
wisdom.  If,  for  example,  a  full-grown  man  who  is  capable  of  managing 
his  own  business,  chooses  to  call  in,  to  reduce  a  dislocation,  a  natural 
bone-setter  who  avows  that  he  has  never  seen  a  skeleton,  in  preference  to 
a  surgeon  who  has  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  such  accidents,  we 
may  deplore  his  folly,  and  endeavor  to  persuade  him  to  act  more  pru- 
dently, but  we  ought  not  to  use  compulsion  either  directly  or  indirectly. 
If  his  conduct  is  foolish,  he  alone  suffers  from  it,  and  as  we  are  not  re- 
sponsible for  his  folly,  we  have  no  right  to  prevent  him  from  indulg- 
ing in  it. 
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On  this  point  we  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  with  some  for  whose 
opinions  we  have  great  respect,  and  we  wish  lo  be  well  understood. 
None  can  be  more  deeply  impressed  than  we  are  with  the  immense 
amount  of  mischief  inflicted  on  community  by  irregular  practitioners  of 
medicine.  We  feel  indignant  at  the  base  deception  they  daily  practise 
under  our  eyes,  and  we  pity  their  dupes.  We  all  alike  agree  in  deploring 
the  evil,  but  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  remedy.  The 
experiment  of  the  past  satisfies  us  that  legislative  wisdom  never  can  re- 
strain individual  folly  ;  that  all  that  legislation  can  do  in  such  matters  is 
to  give  to  all  the  means  of  knowing  the  character  of  those  to  whom  they 
may  apply,  and  thus  enable  them  to  act  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances,  and  leave  the  rest  to  each  man's  own  wisdom  and  pru- 
dence. We  are  accustomed  to  apply  this  principle  to  other  cases  of  a 
like  nature.  Al)surd  and  mischievous  religious  systems  sometimes  spring 
up.  We  are  pained  to  see  men  led  away  by  vile  superstitions,  or  fall 
victims  to  the  arts  of  designing  leaders,  yet  we  do  not  attenipt  to  put 
down  such  systems  by  law,  because  we  do  not  think  it  right  to  impose 
our  religious  views  upon  others,  and  because  we  know  that  any  such  at- 
tempt would  only  serve  to  confirm  them  in  error.  So,  too,  in  matters  of 
ordinary  business,  the  law  protects  men  against  imposition  so  far  that  if 
one,  in  making  a  bargain,  is  deceived  by  false  representations,  the  law 
would  give  him  redress  ;  but  if,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  one 
enters  into  a  foolish  bargain,  he  must  abide  by  the  consequences.  There 
is  no  reason  why  the  same  principle  should  not  be  applied  to  medical 
practice. 

But  even  admitting  that  these  restrictive  laws  are  founded  on  principles 
of  sound  policy  and  justice,  there  is  still  one  objection  which  is  unan- 
swerable. It  is  entirely  impossible  in  this  country  to  enforce  them.  For 
many  years  they  have  been  in  existence,  and  yet  men  have  practised 
under  our  eyes  openly  and  avowedly  in  violation  of  them,  and  in  no  one 
instance  has  the  penalty  been  enforced.  As  to  the  disability  of  recover- 
ing payment  for  their  services  by  legal  process,  it  has  had  quite  as  little 
influence,  for  we  think  it  is  altogether  probable  that  botanic  doctors,  and 
homoeopathists  and  other  quacks,  have  been  quite  as  well  paid  as  the 
regular  practitioners. 

Tlie  practical  operation  of  these  laws  was  rather  favorable  to  the  class 
of  irregular  practitioners.  The  penally  they  imposed  was  never  regard- 
ed, the  disability  of  collecting  debts  afforded  a  pretext  for  demanding 
j)ayment  in  advance,  and  gave  to  their  demands  the  character  of  debts 
of  honor.  Besides  this,  they  put  it  in  the  power  of  quacks  to  raise  a  cry 
of  persecution  and  represent  the  profession  as  greedy  monopolists,  and 
thus  excite  some  feeling  in  their  favor  among  weak  and  credulous  people. 
A  clamor  for  the  repeal  of  these  laws  was  kept  up  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
vertising the  system  rather  than  of  obtaining  any  rights  about  which  they 
really  cared,  and  since  the  repeal  has  been  obtained  they  will  have  to  de- 
vise some  new  plan  to  wrig<^le  themselves  into  notice. 

It  will  be  remarked,  that  in  all  our  reasoning  on  this  subject  of  these 
restrictive  laws,  we  have  considered  them  as  designed  for  the  good  of  the 
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public  and  not  of  the  profession.  This  is  undoubtedly  tlie  only  ground 
on  which  ihey  can  be  defended.  The  object  of  those  who  enacted 
them,  was  to  protect  the  public  against  the  ignorance  and  rapacity  af 
quacks,  and  not  to  protect  the  profession  in  a  monopoly  of  practice  to  be 
enjoyed  for  the  benefit  of  its  inenibers.  If,  in  the  repeal  of  these  laws,  a 
wronw  was  committed,  the  public  and  not  the  profession  must  be  consi- 
dered the  injured  party.  It  behooves  us  neither  to  claim  as  a  right  nor  to 
ask  as  a  favor  any  exclusive  privilege,  which  is  opposed  to  or  wliich  is  not 
directly  conducive  to  the  public  good.  If  these  restrictive  laws  are  not 
called  for  from  considerations  of  public  safety,  then  there  should  be  no 
opposition  on  our  part  to  that  repeal.  It  is  certain,  that  no  class  of  com- 
munity are  so  little  liable  to  be  injured  by  quacks  as  physicians  who  know 
how  to  avoid  them. 

This  point  has  been  lost  sight  of  in  the  discussions  on  the  subject  in 
the  legislature  and  elsewhere,  and  we  are  anxious  to  bring  it  clearly  in 
view,  because  it  does  not  comport  with  the  dignity  of  our  profession  to 
appear  to  be  engaged  in  a  selfish  contest  for  privilege  with  the  different 
bodies  of  quacks  which  infest  the  community.  As  the  natural  guardians 
of  the  public  interests  in  such  matters,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  admonish 
the  legislature,  if  we  think  they  are  acting  ignorantly  or  rashly,  but  we 
must  le  careful  to  have  it  understood  that  in  so  doing  we  are  not  defend- 
ing our  privileges  against  the  rest  of  the  public,  but  that  we  are  defending 
the  public  against  their  own  rashness  and  folly. 

To  resume.  We  consider  that  the  great  end  of  legislation  in  medical 
practice  should  be  to  provide  a  body  of  competent  physicians,  and  to 
give  the  public  the  means  of  recognizing  them,  leaving  to  the  prudence 
of  individuals  to  choose  discreetly  ;  and  that  all  attempts  to  coerce  peo- 
ple to  discretion  are  wrong  in  principle  and  unsuccessful  in  practice. 

We  are  now  prepared  to  examine  the  question,  whether  under  the  cir- 
cumstances any  action  of  the  Society  is  called  for? 

We  have  expressed  our  views  as  regards  the  restrictive  laws.  What- 
ever difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  regards  the  general  policy  of  such 
laws,  there  is  one  point  on  which  all  must  agree.  It  is  utterly  impossible 
to  enforce  them  so  long  as  they  are  not  in  accordance  with  public  senti- 
ment. We  would,  therefore,  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  see  the  profession 
again  entering  into  a  contest  with  Thomsonians  and  other  persons  of  that 
class,  for  the  sake  of  restoring  a  law  which  we  know  before  hand  cannot 
be  executed,  and  which  serves  as  a  pretext  for  quacks  of  all  kinds  to 
raise  the  cry  of  persecution,  and  to  represent  the  profession  as  made  up 
of  selfish  monopolists — a  contest  in  which  defeat  would  be  mortifying, 
and  success  would  bring  no  real  advantage. 

We  are  aware  that  much  feeling  has  been  excited  in  the  profession  by 
the  repeal  of  the  laws,  but  this  is  owing  rather  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  effected  and  the  ground  on  which  it  was  urged,  than  to  the  act  itself. 
Although  it  was  sustained  by  some  for  proper  reasons,  yet  a  few  senseless 
demagogues  in  the  legislature,  fit  organs  of  the  quacks,  whose  cause  they 
espoused,  did  not  fail  to  seize  that  occasion  to  revile  the  whole  body  of 
physicians,  and  to  represent  them  as  engaged   in   a  struggle  to  maintain 
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a  monopoly  of  [nactire  in  llieir  own  hands.  The  profession  was  thus 
placed  ill  a  false  jusition  ;  it  appeared  to  be  flighting  for  its  privileges 
against  the  quacks  ;  the  interest  of  the  public  in  the  contest  was  kept  out 
of  view,  and  the  result  was  hailed  as  a  triumph  of  (juackery  over  the 
medical  profession.  We  hope  that  in  future  they  will  be  allov\ed  to  en- 
joy their  triuiii])h  without  any  interference  on  our  part.  We  should  be 
sorry  to  become  engaged  in  a  contest  with  ignoble  adversaries  for  the 
benefit  of  a  public  which  wilt  always  look  upon  our  mediation  with  sus- 
picion. Let  the  knaves  and  the  dupes  in  future  settle  their  accounts 
among  themselves. 

As  regards  the  laws  regulating  medical  education  and  the  organization 
of  the  profession,  we  do  not  know  of  any  modification  which  would  be 
desirable.  The  State  and  County  Societies  have  all  the  powers  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  profession  to  act  with  unity  and  efficiency.  What  is 
still  wanting  here,  depends  not  on  the  legislature,  but  on  ourselves.  We 
ought  to  endeavor  to  infuse  more  s})irit  into  our  County  Societies,  to  have 
more  frequent  meetings,  and  to  promote  cordiality  of  feeling  among  its 
members.  The  rules  of  medical  ethics  should  be  scrupulously  observ- 
ed, and  any  violation  of  them  promptly  noticed  by  the  Society. 

In  the  law  of  last  winter,  an  amendment  was  offered  requiring  unli- 
censed practitioners  to  express  their  true  character  by  having  the  word 
■'*  unlicensed  "  on  their  signs.  This  amendment,  to  which  no  sound  ob- 
jection could  be  made,  since  it  could  only  serve  to  inform  the  public  of 
the  true  character  of  those  who  offered  their  services,  and  which,  if  one 
half  was  true  of  what  was  said  in  debate  respecting  the  su[)eriorily  of 
Indian  doctors,  houKjeopaths  and  steam  doctors  over  the  regular  profes- 
sion, would  have  conferred  a  real  advantage  on  the  unlicensed  practition- 
ers, was  rejected.  Although  we  think  the  amendment  a  good  one,  yet 
we  shoidd  be  sorry  to  go  again  before  the  Legislature  to  ask  for  its  pas- 
sage, and  we  thitd<  the  same  end  might  be  attained  if  every  County  So- 
ciety would  publish  in  the  newspapers  semi-annual  or  quarterly  lists  of 
their  members. 

Now  that  all  restrictions  on  practice  are  removed,  it  will  be  practicable 
to  raise  tlie  standard  of  admission  into  the  County  Societies  without  ex- 
citing anv  well-founded  opposition.  These  societies  are  now  voluntary 
associations,  into  wliich  those  who  find  the  requirements  too  high  need  not 
enter.  A  well-matured  plan,  which  would  increase  the  amount  of  requi- 
sitions without  putting  it  at  a  point  unattainable  at  the  present  ti.me, 
would  no  doubt  be  fiavorably  received  by  the  profession. 

We  would  then  say,  in  conclusion,  we  have  laws  enough,  and  good 
laws.  Quackery  must  be  suppressed  not  by  legislation,  but  by  enlighten- 
ing the  public  as  to  its  dangers.  The  dignity  and  respectability  of  our 
profession  is  to  be  promoted  not  by  asking  for  legal  privileges,  but  by  an 
increase  of  individual  zeal  and  a  more  cordial  co-operation.  It  is  a  great 
error  to  suppose  that  the  repeal  of  the  restrictive  laws  puts  the  physician 
on  a  level  with  the  quack  and  takes  away  tlie  barrier  which  separated 
them.  The  iiarrif-r  which  effectually  separates  the  two  classes  is  formed 
by  the  jiigher  attainments  and  honorable  deportment  of  the  menvbers  of 
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the  former,  and  this  is  the  barrier  which  it  depends  on  us  to  make 
higher  and  stronger.  It  is  one  which  quackery  will  not  surmoinit,  and 
which  legislative  enactments  cannot  break  down. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  the  committee  offer  the  following 
resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  in  the  0|Vmion  of  this  Society,  it  would  not  be  condu- 
cive to  the  interest  or  respectability  of  the  medical  profession,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  any  alteration  in  the  charters  of 
the  Stale  or  County  Medical  Societies  ;  or  any  legislation  on  medical  sub- 
jects whatever.  Thomas   Hun, 

Joel  A.   Wing, 
Mason  F.  Cogswkli,. 


AN    ESSAY   ON   THE   HUMAN    COLOR. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  the  following  essay,  I  have  attempted  the  soUition  of  the  prob- 
lem of  the  human  color.  Goldsmith,  and  almost  every  other  preceding 
as  well  as  succeeding  naturalist,  has  made  a  similar  attempt.  With  what 
success,  will  appear  from  a  perusal  of  their  several  systems  of  Natural 
History.  Dr.  John  Mason  Good  in  his  Book  of  Nature  has,  at  least, 
given  us  the  opinion  of  the  learned  world  upon  this  subject  as  it  stands 
at  the  present  time,  but  I  think  he  has  failed  to  unravel  the  mystic  knot. 
Some  notes  were  made  by  nie  upon  this  subject  as  long  ago  as  the  year 
1825,  with  the  view  of  answering  certain  queries  contained  in  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's Notes  on  Virginia,  but  the  completion  of  the  design  has  been  delay- 
ed until  the  present  time. 

Geographers  have  estimated  the  number  of  the  human  race  to  be 
800,000,000.  Of  this  number,  500,000,000  are  of  a  black  or  blackish 
color,  and  300,000,000  of  a  white  or  whitish  color.  There  are  on  the 
earth  five  black  or  blackish  men  to  three  white  men.  Among  the  black 
luen  I  include  the  Asiatics,  the  Australians,  the  Africans  and  the  Indians 
of  our  own  Continent.  Naturalists  have  usually  divided  mankinri  into  a 
number  of  varieties  or  species,  but  I  shall  consider  them  only  under  the 
comiiioti  division  of  black  and  white. 

Whence  the  color  of  the  black  man  ?  says  the  European  naturalist. 
WMience  the  color  of  the  white  man?  says  the  Chinese  philosopher. 
The  Chinese  is  as  much  puzzled  to  account  for  the  color  of  the  white  man, 
as  the  while  man  is  to  account  for  the  color  of  the  Chinese.  The  form, 
the  features,  the  hair  and  the  color  of  the  white  man  are  as  curious  and  per- 
plexing subjects  of  philosophical  inquiry  among  the  Chinese,  as  the  per- 
sonal peculiarities  of  the  Chinese  are  among  us.  The  i)iack  or  blackish 
men  of  the  earth  everywhere  regard  their  own  color  as  the  primary  color 
of  mankind,  and  all  other  colors  derivations  from  it,  for  the  same  reason 
that  we  do,  because  being  used  to  it,  we  like  it  the  best.  The  color, 
figure  and  features  of  the  white  man  are  as  strange  and  uncomely  when 
first  beheld  by  the  Africans  or  Chinese,  as  their  personal  peculiarities  are 
to  us. 
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The  Chinese  suppose  themselves  lo  be  not  only  the  oldest  and  most 
civilized  people  of  the  earth,  hut  to  be  superior  in  personal  beauty  and 
in  knowledge.  White  people  set  up  an  equal  claim.  Tlie  whiles  admit 
no  other  standard,  either  of  beauty  or  knowledge,  than  their  own.  The 
Chinese  make  themselves  the  only  true  standard,  and  for  an  equally  good 
reason.  The  Chinese  have  never  manifested  any  admiration,  love  or 
preference,  for  the  color  of  the  white  man  ;  nor  been  in  the  least  disposed 
to  imitate  him  either  in  his  looks,  color  or  personal  appearance.  A  full 
proof  that  they  are  entirely  satisfied  with  their  own  complexions  and 
features.  Indeed,  being  accustomed  lo  see  such  a  majority  of  people 
around  them  of  their  own  color,  a  white  n)an  must  be  much  more  of  an 
anomaly  among  them  than  one  of  them  would  be  among  us.  It  is  only, 
then,  at  home,  among  his  own  cohor,  that  the  while  man  enjoys  his  own 
sense  of  superiority  in  point  of  lineage,  personal  beauty  and  knowledge. 

Jt  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  the  color  of  the  human  race  resides  in 
a  thin  membrane  composed  of  mucus,  lying  between  two  other  thin  mem- 
branes called  cutis  and  cuticle,  both  of  whicli  last  are  white  as  well  in 
black  people  as  white  people.  It  has  been  long  settled,  by  the  dissec- 
tions ol  anatomists,  and  the  observations  and  experiments  of  physiologists, 
that  the  color  of  the  skin  arises  from  the  color  of  this  membrane,  called 
the  rete  mucosum.  The  scarfskin  above  and  the  true  skin  below  this 
membrane,  are  both  white  in  every  individual  of  the  human  race.  Anato- 
mists and  physiologists  have  tiaced  the  various  shades  of  color  which 
characterize  individuals  and  nations  of  men,  to  this  mucous  substance 
placed  between  the  scarfskin  and  the  true  skin.  In  men  of  a  dark 
brunette  complexion,  this  membrane  is  found  to  be  daik  ;  in  those  of  a 
light  complexion,  it  is  light.  In  black  men,  it  is  black  ;  and  in  copper- 
colored  men,  the  rete  mucosum  is  of  a  copper  color.  The  mucus  ap- 
pears to  be  of  the  same  nature  in  all  ;  but  its  color  is  various,  or  varies 
from  what  is  called  a  flesh  color  to  a  very  dark  brown  or  black  ;  but  it 
is  never  perfectly  black,  or  so  black  as  the  color  of  many  other  objects. 
Indeed,  a  black  person  in  a  very  black  dres*  will  appear  by  compaiison 
to  be  much  lighter  than  the  dress  itself.  No  observations  or  analysis 
have  furnished  any  reason  why  the  rete  mucosum  should  in  one  man 
reflect  t!ie  color  of  the  European  ;  in  another,  the  color  of  the  Chinese 
or  American  Indian  ;  and  in  a  third,  should  reflect  scarcely  any  color  at 
all,  as  in  the  African — for  black,  philosophically  speaking,  is  no  color, 
but  an  absorption  of  all  the  seven  primary  colors.  But,  here,  in  this 
mucous  meml)ranH,  lies  all  tlie  difference  in  the  color  of  men,  be  it  what 
it  may  ;  in  an  arrangement  of  the  particles  of  matter  too  minute  to  be 
detected  by  the  most  powerful  glass  of  the  optician,  too  subtile  for  the 
nicest  tests  of  the  chemist.  All  the  internal  parts  of  the  body,  as  well 
in  blacks  as  whites,  all  the  organs,  tissues,  membranes,  muscles,  nerves 
and  bones,  are  of  one  and  the  same  color.  Wherever  the  mucous  fnem- 
brane  becomes  eroded  or  destroyed  by  the  application  of  blisters  or  by 
ulceration,  the  part  where  the  cicatrization  takes  place  becomes  perfectly 
white,  as  well  in  blacks  as  whites. 

The  coloring  matter  of  the  skin   is   no  doubt  the  same  as  the  coloring 
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matter  of  otlier  objects  in  nature,  which  reflects  a  sitnilar  color.  If  a 
man  were  colored  black  or  brown  artifii-ially,  ahhongh  il  would  greatly 
disfigure  him  according  to  our  not.ion  of  things,  it  would  not  at  all  change 
his  nature  or  his  capacities.  No  more  can  we,  philosophically,  suppose 
the  black  man  to  differ  from  the  white  man,  than  that  the  white  miui 
would  differ  from  himself  before  and  after  he  became  ariificiiilly  colored, 
provided  this  color  were  indelible.  So  far,  I  mean,  as  color  constitutes  a 
difference. 

The  coloring  matter  of  the  black  hair  and  black  eyes  of  white  people, 
is  the  same  as  that  which  colors  the  skin  of  black  people,  but  no  one 
supposes  a  white  person  any  different  in  his  nature,  or  inferior  in  personal 
beauty  or  in  talents,  for  having  black  hair  or  black  eyes.  In  many,  not 
only  the  hair  on  the  head,  but  over  the  whole  body,  the  eye-brows,  the 
eye-lashes  and  the  beard,  are  of  a  black  color;  the  amount  of  black  be- 
ing, sometimes,  sufficient  to  color  the  whole  skin  of  a  large  person.  From 
this,  we  must  infer  that  the  mere  color  of  the  external  parts  of  the  body 
does  not  sensibly  vary  the  nature  of  the  individual. 

If  the  human  race  ever  were  of  the  same  color,  that  color  can  now 
only  be  reproduced  by  a  composition  of  all  the  colors  which  diversify  the 
complexions  of  mankind.  By  a  composition  of  the  color  of  the  Chinese, 
of  the  European,  of  the  African,  and  of  the  American  Indian,  a  color 
would  probably  result  very  nearly  resembling  that  of  the  inhabitants  6{ 
Arabia.  This  color,  then,  if  the  species  ever  were  of  one  and  the  snine 
color,  must  have  been  that  color.  It  is  possible  that  the  color  of  the 
whites  may  not  be  convertible  into  any  otlier  color,  unless  by  commixture 
of  blood.  It  is  possible  also  that  the  color  of  the  Africans  may  not  be 
convertible  into  white,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  by  any  other  pro- 
cess ;  arid  yet,  a  color  resulting  from  a  commixture  of  all  the  different 
colors  of  the  race,  be  re-convertible  into  all  the  colors  of  which  that 
color  is  composed.  The  supjiosiiion  I  wish  to  convey  is  this,  that  if 
the  whole  human  species  were  uniformly  u^ixed,  as  whites  or  as  blacks 
are  now  mixed,  a  color  would  result  which  would  be  re-convertible 
into  all  the  colors  of  which  it  was  composed,  whenever  such  a  commix- 
ture ceased  to  exist  ;  although  neither  of  the  extremes  of  such  a  color, 
which  I  suppose  to  be  the  color  of  the  clear  whites  and  the  clear  blacks, 
would  be  capable  of  such  a  re-conversion. 

In  the  reproduction  of  the  human  species,  two  opposite  tendencies  are 
observable,  the  one  to  a  similitude  of  form,  features  and  color,  and  the 
other  to  a  dissimilitude  in  the  same  respects.  No  two  individuals,  how- 
ever closely  allied  by  birth,  present  a  perfect  resemblance.  Dissimili- 
tude is  a  result  as  inevitable  as  a  resemblance.  A  variation  in  the 
shape,  in  the  features  and  in  the  color,  is  easily  recognized  in  every 
family  of  children.  A  greater  variation  is  observable  between  members 
of  different  fiimilies.  And  a  still  wider  variation  is  observable  between 
people  of  different  nations  and  languages.  The  variation  in  shape,  features 
and  color,  between  the  English  and  French  people,  is  so  reniarkable  as  to 
designate  them  all  over  the  world,  wherever  the  two  nations  are  known. 
The  more  a  community  of  people  intermarries   with  itself  and  separates 
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from  every  oilier  community,  the  nearer  it  comes  to  a  common  resem- 
blance in  form,  features  and  color;  and  the  further  it  deviates  from  every 
other  community  in  this  identity  of  likeness. 

These  two  natural  tendencies,  the  one  to  similitude  and  the  other  to 
dissimilitude  in  the  conformation  of  the  human  body,  may  be  denominated 
ihe  physical  latitude  allowed  by  nature  in  the  reproduction  of  the  human 
species.  Tlie  same  latitude  is  observable  in  the  reproduction  of  every 
other  species  of  animals  ;  and  even  of  vegetables.  This  latitude  exists 
independently  of  all  external  causes.  It  results  from  the  organization  of 
the  species. 

In  cases  where  a  white  man  marries  a  black  woman  here,  their  children 
partake  equally  of  tlie  color  of  the  father  and  mother.  A  color  is  repro- 
duced,  compounded  equally  of  the  color  of  the  parents.  The  color  is 
literally  halved.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be  remarked  that  no 
greater  alteration  has  happened  in  the  color  of  the  skin,  than  in  the  form 
and  features  of  the  children.  Both  in  the  form  and  features  of  the 
children,  the  oriiiinal  dissimilitude  of  the  parents  is  partially  lost.  The 
short  curly  hair  and  the  broad  flat  features  of  the  mother,  and  the  long 
iio-ht  hair  and  the  narrow  sharp  features  of  the  father,  are  equally  divided 
in  the  children.  If  these  chihiren  continue  to  marry  only  among  whites, 
in  a  few  generations,  all  traces  of  the  African  color  as  well  as  form  and 
featui'es  are  obliterated.     The  race  has  become  white. 

On  the  contrary,  if  a  white  man  goes  to  x\frica  and  marries  a  black 
woman  there,  and  their  children  keep  on  mixing  only  with  the  blacks, 
the  fourth  generation  will  be  complete  Africans,  with  short,  curly  hair, 
black  skins,  and  all  the  other  peculiarities  of  form  and  of  features,  which 
characterize  the  African  people  ;  in  a  word,  the  white  man  is  lost — his 
color,  his  form  and  his  features  have  become  divided  and  sub-divided 
until  nothing  is  left.     The  race  has  become  black. 

In  this  illustration  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  color  of  the  skin  is  produced 
and  obliterated  in  the  same  way  with  the  form  and  the  features.  The  color 
of  the  skin,  then,  evidently  results  from  the  physical  latitude  allowed 
by  nature  in  the  reproduction  of  the  human  species.  The  form,  features 
and  color  of  the  African  may  be  regarded  as  the  terminating  points  of 
this  latitude  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  the  form,  features  and  color  of  the 
whites,  as  the  terminating  points  on  the  other.  All  tiie  resemblances 
among  the  whites  themselves,  and  all  the  differences  between  whites  and 
blacks,  must  result  from  this  latitude.  The  physical  difference,  then,  be- 
tween a  black  man  and  a  white  man,  is  of  the  same  nature  with  the  phy- 
sical diflerence  between  any  two  white  men,  or  any  two  black  men,  since 
the  difference  results  from  the  same  cause  and  is  reducible  by  the  same 
process. 

If  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  800,000,000  in  number,  were  to  be 
arranged  in  a  straight  line  as  thick  as  they  could  stand,  exactly  according 
to  their  color,  beginning  from  the  whitest  and  ending  in  the  blackest,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  tell  where  the  white  race  ended  and  the  black 
began.  We  should  find  no  line  of  demarkation  between  them.  The 
white  runs  imperceptibly    into  the  black.     It  is  only  by  taking  one  from 
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either  extreme  that  a  difference  is  observed.  But  although  we  ob- 
serve such  a  wide  difference  between  the  individuals  taken  from  each  ex- 
treme of  this  long  line,  the  difference  is  of  the  same  nature  with  all  the 
lesser  differences;  it  is  completelv'^  annihilated  in  the  course  of  the 
reproduction  of  the  species,  precisely  like  the  smaller  dissimilitudes. 

Black  and  white  are  apparently  extremes  of  the  human  color;  as 
large  and  small,  tall  and  short,  are  the  extremes  of  the  human  size.  All 
these  peculiarities  are  determined  in  tlie  reproduction  of  the  individual. 

[To  be  coiiliiiued.l 


EPIDEMIC    ERYSIPELATOUS    FEVER —NO.     IX. 

B7  J.  A.  Allen,  M.D.,  Middlebury,  Vermont. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .Journal. — Uonlinued  from  page  443.) 

At  ivhat  period  shall  Bloodletting  be  "performed  1  In  common  cases  of 
an  inflaunnatory  nature,  either  local  or  general,  the  earlier  in  the  disease 
the  sanguineous  abstraction  is  made,  tlie  better ;  but  in  this  disorder  in- 
stances occasionally  occur,  in  which  no  depletion  of  this  kind  may  be  re- 
quired till  several  days  after  its  regular  progression.  The  demand  for  this 
remedial  measure  may  then  be  produced  by  a  re-percussion  of  the  local 
affection  to  some  vital  or  internal  organ,  inducing  all  the  phenomena  of 
liypersemia,  and  require  bleeding  as  much  as  sanguineous  apoplexy  of 
either  the  brain  or  lungs.  These  cases  require  the  greatest  caution  and 
circumspection.  They  are  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  a  collapse  ;  a  mistake 
which  would  be  fatal. 

Case  IV. — Mrs.  Barrows,  of  a  slender  habit,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
the  disease  had  a  metastasis  from  the  throat  to  the  brain  and  face.  She 
experienced  what  she  termed  "  a  faintness  at  the  stomach  "  —thought  she 
required  food  ;  face  erythematic,  head  oppressed,  dull  and  heavy,  not 
easily  aroused,  and  then  apparently  only  half  conscious  ;  tongue  coated,  dry  ; 
skin  preternaturally  hot — not  intense  ;  pulse  140  per  minute,  contracted, 
wiry.  Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken,  when  the  pulse  softened 
and  became  fuller.  All  the  symptoms  were  mitigated.  On  the  second, 
third  and  fourth  days  after,  the  same  train  of  vascular  excitement  and  lo- 
cal hypersemia  recurred,  and  at  each  time  venesection  subdued  them. 
The  Jace,  whole  scalp  and  neck  became  successively  covered  with  ery- 
sipelatous inflammation  and  tumefaction.  Alvine  motions  were  daily 
produced  by  the  use  of  calomel,  and  tlie  cutaneous  transpiration  promoted 
by  the  use  of  antimonial  powder,  and  the  morbid  sensibility  allayed  by 
the  use  of  sulphate  of  morphine.  The  local  irritation  was  in  some  de- 
gree mitigated  by  the  application  of  a  tepid  solution  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver.  On  the  eighth  day,  sulphate  of  quinine  was  administered  to  sus- 
tain the  system,  and  on  the  ninth  convalescence  became  established. 
Desquamation  of  the  cuticle  ensued  over  the  head,  face  and  neck.  In 
this  instance  I  had  the  aid  of  my  friend,  Dr.  A.  Hall,  of  New  Haven. 

V. — Mrs.  Hammond,  a  near  neighbor  of  Mrs.  B.,  was  seized  with  the 
'Complaint  June  2d,  1842.     At  the  onset  there  were  the  ordinary  chills, 
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fever  and  internal  affeclion  of  the  throat.  Without  any  very  efficient 
medication  the  disease  pursued  its  usual  course,  the  local  affection  left 
the  internal  surface  of  tl)e  fauces  and  hecame  distinct  on  the  face  and 
neck,  and  gradually,  as  usual,  moving  about.  All  tlie  symptoms  of  the 
complaint  were  of  a  mild  character  till  the  night  of  tlie  sixth  day  of  the 
disease,  when  she  became  delirious,  restless,  and  finally  stupid.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  tlie  seventh  day  of  her  complaint  1  found  her  comatose  ; 
skin  shrivelled,  especially  over  the  late  erysipelatous  manifestation  on  the 
face  and  throat  ;  pallid  ;  extremities  cold  ;  pulse  moving  over  140  per 
minute,  soft,  irregular.  She  was  immediately  [)ut  on  the  use  of  an  aque- 
ous saturated  solution  of  cinchona  with  aromatics,  alternated  every  hour 
with  sulphate  of  quinine;  stimulating  applications  were  made  to  the 
surface,  and  the  tincture  of  caniharides  given  as  circumstances  might  re- 
quire. This  course  was  pursued  for  two  days,  and  increased  or  diminish- 
ed as  the  system  became  roused  or  sunken,  when  convalescence  was  es- 
tablished at  or  near  the  close  of  the  ninth  day  from  the  accession. 

These  two  instances  present,  in  bold  relief,  the  contrast  in  the  patho- 
logical states  of  the  system  in  which  an  analogous  train  of  symptoms 
may  exist,  and  may  require  a  directly  op|iosite  mode  of  treatment  for 
their  successful  removal.  In  the  case  of  Mrs.  B.,  to  be  sure,  there  was 
not  such  a  degree  of  stupidity  as  in  that  of  Mrs.  H.,  and  yet  it  is  evi- 
dent that  in  a  few  hours,  without  depletion,  there  must  have  been  such 
an  engorgement  of  the  brain  as  to  have  rendered  her  equally  comatose. 
In  each  case,  the  local  translation  was  manifestly  to  the  brain,  and  had  it 
not  been  rebutted  by  the  appropriate  measures  must  have  proved  mortal. 
"  Nullum  ego  cognosco  reinedium,  7iisi  quod  tempestivo  usu  fiat  iale.^' 

VI. — Mrs.  Allen,  on  the  fourth  day  from  the  accession  of  the  disease, 
had  the  local  erysipelatous  affection  of  the  throat  and  face,  without  any 
obvious  cause,  change  suddenly  to  the  bowels.  The  abdomen  became 
tense,  extremely  sensitive  and  painful.  The  pulse  rose  from  90  to  136 
per  minute,  small,  hard.  In  accordance  witli  my  own  views  and  those  of 
my  medical  friends  and  neighbors,  Drs.  E.  Tudor  and  Z.  Bass,  twelve 
or  fourteen  ounces  of  blood  were  immediately  drawn,  anodyne  fomenta- 
tions applied  to  the  bowels,  and  the  usual  antiphlogistic  means  used  to 
promote  perspiration.  The  symptoms  were  meliorated,  but  in  twenty- 
four  hours  they  again  became  more  aggravated.  The  loss  of  ten  or 
twelve  ounces  more  of  blood  obviated  the  difficulty.  01.  ricini  was  used 
to  excite  the  daily  action  of  the  first  passages.  Convalescence  became 
established  on  the  eighth  day  from  the  attack. 

These  cases  are  not  brought  forward  as  subjects  of  imitation  without 
cautious  scrutiny,  but  with  a  view  to  present  in  their  true  light  two  im- 
portant remedial  measures,  when  properly  adapted  to  existing  exigencies. 
Bloodletting  in  those  instances  of  hypereemia  of  any  of  the  internal  or- 
gans, especially  when  the  disease  is  of  an  erysipelatous  character,  cannot 
be  too  highly  prized.  In  the  mean  time,  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  in)- 
pressed  on  the  mind  that  congestion  may  take  place  from  atony  as  well 
as  from  hyperaemia,  and  that  in  the  former  stimulation  is  as  urgently  de- 
manded as  depletion  in  the  latter.     In  each  of  our  erysipelatous  epide- 
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tnics,  instances  in  which  bloodletting  has  been  indicated,  compared  with 
the  many  in  which  il  has  been  neither  required  nor  practised,  have  been 
few.  And  yet  it  is  an  obvious  fact  that  some  cases  have  been  saved  by 
venesection,  without  which  death  must  have  been  the  inevitable  result. 
In  my  own  person,  in  1826,  I  was  immediate]}  relieved  from  the  severity 
of  the  pain  by  its  employment,  and  my  friend,  Dr.  H.  Hatch,  of  Burling- 
ton, experienced  similar  effects  from  its  use  in  his  own  case  in  184'2. 

Dr.  Schedel,  in  Tweedie's  Medical  Library,  on  the  treatment  of  ery- 
sipelas, makes  the  subjoined  excellent  practical  remarks  : — "  Should  the 
disorder  be  severe,"  he  says,  "  bloodletiinc;,  local  and  general,  emetics, 
purgatives  and  antimonials,  must  be  employed  as  circuinstances  require, 
due  regard  being  paid  to  the  powers  of  the  patient,  and  to  the  prevailing 
constitution.  In  general  terms,  bleeding  to  be  serviceable  must  be  prac- 
tised boldly.  In  young  and  vigorous  persons,  affected  with  severe  ery- 
sipelas of  the  face,  venesection,  atui  the  application  of  from  tv\enty  to 
thirty  leeches  behind  each  ear,  conmionly  produce  the  best  effects  ;  in 
cases  of  less  severity,  the  bleeding  n)ay  be  dispensed  with,  and  emetics, 
aperients  and  saline  antimonial  medicines  employed." 

Alteratives. — Many  of  my  medical  friends  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
commencing  the  curative  process,  in  this  disease,  by  the  use  of  the  com- 
bination of  ipecacuanha  or  tartarized  antimony  with  calomel,  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  produce  free  emetic  and  cathartic  operation.  This  plan  has 
much  in  its  favor,  and  has  often  been  attended  with  success.  Its  ten- 
dency is  to  equalize  and  induce  a  healthy  action,  to  interrupt  the  forming 
disease,  and  to  promote  a  salutary  perspiration.  To  this  scheme,  if  the 
coinplnint  have  not  been  arrested,  has  succeeded  the  ordinaiy  use  of 
mercurial  alteratives,  in  combination  with  some  antimonial  or  the  com- 
poimd  powder  of  ipecac.  The  object  has  been  to  produce  a  constitu- 
tional impression  and  induce  ptyahsm,  and  by  this  means  interrupt  the 
disease.  My  views  on  the  subject  of  shortening  the  regular  duration  of 
the  complaint  have  already  been  given.  The  plan,  however,  I  wish  neither 
to  commend  nor  condeu)n,  in  ordinary  fe!)ri!e  action.  I  must  honestly 
admit  that  my  early  anticipations  of  the  influence  of  mercurial  medicines 
over  every  species  of  general  pyrexia,  have  not  been  realized.  As 
early  as  1815,  when  what  was  called  bilious  typhus,  probably  tt/phoid 
fever,  was  endemic,  I  lost  several  cases  in  whom  ptyalism  and  general 
mercurial  impression  a|)peared  to  have  been  in  a  most  favorable  stale.  Since 
that  time,  numerous  other  similar  instances  have  fallen  under  my  observa- 
tion, in  which  a  mercurial  action  has  pioved  ineffectual  wholly  to  control 
the  disease.  The  opinion  advanced  by  Mr.  T.  Claik,in  his  observations 
on  liie  fevers  and  diseases  of  the  West  and  East  Indies,  will,  when  carefully 
testefl  by  experience,  be  found  generally  correct.  "Nay,  it  has  often  ap- 
peared to  me,"  says  he,  "  that  when  it  (calomel)  has  removed  the  disease 
in  the  first  instance,  it  has  laid  the  foundation  Cora  relapse  which  has  proved 
fatal.  The  excessive  flebility  occasioned  by  a  violent  mercurial  course 
readily  accounts  to  me  foi-  such  consequence."  Upon  the  same  subject, 
Mr.  Annesley.  in  his  medical  sketches  of  the  E.ist  Indies,  very  appro- 
priately  remarks,  "  Those   who  prescribe   five   grains  of   calomel  every 
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three  or  four  hours,  with  a  view  of  inducing  tlie  constitutional  effects  of 
mercury,  produce  much  greater  irritation  of  the  alimentary  canal,  ar e 
longer  in  obtaining  their  ol)ject,  and  exhibit  n)uch  more  calou)el  for  the 
ren)0val  of  tlie  disease,  than  those  who  give  twenty  grains  only  at  bed- 
time, with  a  purgative  in  the  morning,  and  a  saline  diaphoretic  through 
the  day.  This  latter  dose  acts  as  a  sedative  to  the  irritable  stomach, 
while  smaller  doses  increase  the  irritability  of  this  viscus  when  it  is  pre- 
sent, and  often  induce  it  where  it  was  previously  absent."  In  my  prac- 
tice, in  the  late  erysipelatous  epidemic,  I  have  not  used  mercurial  medi- 
cines in  more  than  half  a  dozen  instances  during  its  prevalence;  in  no 
case  simply  to  obtain  its  alterative  influence.  In  each  case  it  has  been  used 
after  the  violence  of  the  pyrexia  had  in  a  measure  been  subdued  by  pre- 
vious depletion  ;  and  it  has  been  exhibited  to  allay  morbid  irritability  of 
the  first  passages,  or  to  remove  congestion  of  some  organ.  When  used, 
calomel  has  been  selected,  and  always  given  in  full  doses,  and  usually  in 
combination  with  the  sulphate  of  morphine. 

[To  be  concluded  in  next  No.] 


SUDDEN   ATTACK  OF   INSANITY,   AND   INSTANTANEOUS  RECOVERY. 

[The  following  case  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Brigham,  of  Utica,  In  his  new 
"  Journal  of  Insanity."] 

Mr. ,  aged  48,  had  uniformly  enjoyed   good   heath   until    the 

summer  of  1842,  when  he  complained  some  of  not  feeling  well,  was 
weak  and  dyspeptic,  and  in  November  had  what  was  supposed  to  be  a 
slight  paralytic  attack.  For  this  and  severe  pain  of  the  head  he  was 
bled  seven  or  eight  times,  took  cathartic  medicines  and  was  blistered 
largely.  He  remained  dull  and  disinclined  to  exercise  for  five  or  six 
weeks,  when  he  became  suddenly  deranged.  The  immediate  cause  of 
his  derangement  was  the  entrance  of  a  sheriff  to  take  his  property  for 
debt. 

Early  in  March,  1843,  he  was  admitted  into  the  Asylum.  He  ap- 
pears idiotic,  timid,  thinks  robbers  are  pursuing  him;  is  inoffensive,  and 
readily  submits  to  whatever  is  requested,  with  the  exception  of  being 
shaved,  because,  he  says,  "It  will  take  away  his  strength,  and  he  cannot 
consent  to  it  until  after  the  war  is  over." 

The  second  day  after  his  arrival,  he  was  told  in  a  decided  manner  by 
the  physician  that  the  war  was  ended.  "  Is  it,"  says  he,  "  what  has  Gene- 
ral Jackson  done  with  those  rascals,  hung  them  ?"  Answer,  yes.  "  Hur- 
rah, hurrah,"  he  exclaimed,  "that  is  right,  I  will  now  be  shaved  ;"  and 
readily  and  pleasantly  submitted  to  have  his  beard  of  some  six  weeks' 
growth  removed. 

He  had  a  warm  bath,  and  as  he  was  feeble  and  pale,  he  was  put  on 
an  invigorating  diet  and  the  use  of  tonics.  He  took  large  doses  of  the 
precipitated  carbonate  of  iron,  combined  with  the  extract  of  coniiim, 
three  times  a  day,  and  his  general  health  and  appearance  began  to  in>- 
prove.     His  appetite  became  good,  and  he  sleeps  well.     During  the  day 
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lie  amused  himself  by  talking  and  laughing  with  other  patients,  and  in 
playing  cards  and  other  games. 

A  few  weeks  afier  this  he  was  invited  into  the  ofEce  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, with  whoni  he  conversed  some  time  in  his  usual  disconnected 
manner,  as  if  he  did  not  know  what  he  was  saying,  when  looking  around, 
he  asked,  "  Was  I  ever  in  this  room  before  ?"  He  was  told  he  was 
when  he  first  came.  He  then  asked,  "  What  town  is  this  ?"  Answer, 
Utica.  After  reflecting  a  short  time,  he  remarked,  "Then  I  am  in  the 
Lunatic  Asylum  I  know."  From  that  moment  his  mental  powers  were 
restored. 

Instead  of  returning  the  same  evening  to  the  apartment  he  had  occu- 
pied, he  was  placed  in  a  different  story  of  the  building,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  he  was  informed  that  he  had  heretofore  occupied  another,  he 
was  anxious  to  visit  it,  but  on  returning  to  it,  he  had  no  recollection  of  ever 
having  been  there  before  ;  and  although  he  recollected  his  associates,  he 
had  not  the  least  remembrance  of  anything  he  had  said  or  done  since 
he  had  been  at  the  Asylum,  until  the  evening  alluded  to.  The  last 
thing  he  recollected  was  the  entrance  of  the  sheriff,  as  we  have  men- 
tioned.     He  was  discharged  well,  and  still  enjoys  good  health. 

Was  not  the  delirium  in  this  case  produced  by  the  excessive  loss  of 
blood?  Cases  somewhat  analogous,  and  which  may  serve  to  elucidate 
this,  may  be  foimd  in  Marshall  Hall's  "  Researches  relative  to  the  Morbid 
and  Curative  Effects  of  Loss  of  Blood." 
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Tubercular  Leprosy  in  New  Briinswick. — Mention  was  made  in  the 
Journal,  some  months  since,  of  a  species  of  leprosy  in  the  British  Pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick.  The  only  particulars  then  known  of  the  dis- 
ease were  obtained  from  the  papers  of  the  day,  and  of  course  were  any- 
thing bat  satisfactory  to  the  medical  inquirer.  In  the  London  Medical 
Gazelle  for  June  14,  is  a  communication  drawn  up  by  Mr.  A.  S.  Skene, 
Surgeon  of  the  Army,  who  was  one  of  a  commission  appointed  by  the 
Lieut.  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  to  investigate  ihe  whole  subject. 
Mr.  S.  satisfied  himself  that  the  disease  in  question  was  tubercular  leprosy, 
or  elephantiasis  of  the  Greeks — the  lepra  tuberculosa  of  authors.  He 
quotes  the  definition  of  the  disease  by  Dr.  Copland  in  his  Medical  Dic- 
tionary, and  then  reports  several  of  the  nineteen  cases  which  came  under 
his  observation,  to  show  the  identity  of  the  symptoms.  The  following  is 
Dr.  C.'s  definition. 

"  Dusky-red  or  livid  tubercles,  of  various  sizes,  on  the  face,  ears  and 
extremities  ;  thickened  or  rugous  state  of  the  skin,  diminution  of  its  sen- 
sibility, and  falling  off  of  the  hair,  except  that  of  the  scalp  ;  hoarse,  nasal, 
or   lost   voice;  ozaena  ;   ulceraiiotis  of  the  surface,  and  exlreme  foetor." 

The  first  case   of  the   disease  is  said    to   have   occurred  in   1817,  in  a 
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married  woman,  which  terminated  fatally  in  1S29.  Her  husband  took 
the  disease  three  or  four  years  hofore  her  death,  and  died  in  1831.  Since 
then,  the  disease  seems  gradually  to  have  extended  itself.  Only  12  pa- 
tients have  as  yet  been  known  to  die  of  the  disease,  and  in  the  fatal  cases 
reported  death  did  not  talce  place  lill  six  or  eight  years  after  the  attack. 
In  some  cases  but  one  in  a  family  was  atfecled,  and  in  others  there  were 
more.  Mr.  S.  supposes  it  has  been  comn)unirated  by  hereditary  taint  and 
by  contagion,  though  he  thinks  it  is  never  likely  to  become  epidemical. 
'^0  post-morteyn  examinations  have  been  made  of  those  who  have  died. 
He  knows  of  nothing  peculiar  in  the  climate,  or  the  diet  or  habits  of  the 
people,  which  could  be  considered  as  contributing  to  the  commencement 
or  continuance  of  the  disease.  With  regard  to  the  treatment,  we  copy 
all  the  remarks  made  by  him. 

"  This  is  either  active,  palliative,  sanatory,  or  preventive.  With  regard 
to  the  two  first,  the  commission  did  not  feel  authorized  to  offer  any  obser- 
vation to  the  Government  of  New  Brunswick  ;  while  in  respect  of  the 
two  latter,  they  unanimously  recommended  the  erection  of  a  lazaretto, 
strict  seclusion  of  the  lepers  in  this  establishment,  and  legislative  sanction 
for  the  removal  of  those  patients  who,  while  medical  authorities  were  ad- 
justing their  differences,  might  introduce  the  seeds  of  a  most  loathsome 
malady  into  one  of  the  most  populous  districts  (Chatham)  of  this  flou- 
rishing colony." 

In  the  symptoms  of  the  cases  reported,  there  is  in  many  instances  a 
striking  similarity  to  those  mentioned  by  Kendall  in  his  account  of  the 
Leper  Hospital  of  Mexico,  which  may  be  found  at  p.  394  of  this  volume 
of  the  Journal. 


The  Eccaleobion. — The  admiration  of  all  classes  of  people  has  been 
wonderfully  excited,  in  Boston  and  New  York,  with  the  results  of  this 
life-producing  machine.  Physiologists,  we  think,  may  profit  by  its  de- 
velopments. Those  who  have  examined  the  celebrated  plates  of  Mr. 
Hunter  and  some  of  the  later  writers,  illustrative  of  the  changes  effected 
by  incubation,  and  every  one  interested  in  natural  history,  would  reap  a 
great  amount  of  satisfaction  by  visiting  the  Eccaleobion.  Six  eggs  are 
every  morning  broken  and  displayed  in  saucers,  where,  by  the  assistance 
of  good  glasses,  the  incipient  beginnings  of  life  are  manifested,  from  the 
first  to  the  sixth  day  of  incubation.  By  several  visitations  the  process 
may  be  watched  up  to  the  twenty-first  day,  when  the  chick  liberates  itself 
from  its  prison,  heavier  than  the  whole  egg  was  at  first.  In  a  few  hours 
after  exposure  to  the  proper  temperature,  the  small  spot  on  the  yolk  of 
the  impregnated  egg,  which  contains  the  embryo  of  the  future  chick,  may 
be  observed  by  the  microscope  to  be  changing,  a  humid  matter  having 
formed  within  its  limits.  This  change  is  more  and  more  apparent,  and 
increases  in  interest,  during  the  whole  process  above  mentioned.  What- 
ever may  prove  to  be  the  state  of  the  body  of  the  creature  thus  produced, 
as  an  article  of  food,  and  whatever  change  may  be  brought  about  by  this 
artificial  increase  of  nutriment  for  mankind,  the  process  of  incubation 
thus  spread  out  before  our  eyes  is  of  itself  a  most  deeply  interesting  one, 
and  should  be  examined  by  at  least  every  medical  man. 
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Transylvania  Circular. — A  quarto  sheet,  with  the  title  in  capitals  like 
a  new?pnper,  Vol.  I.,  No.  1,  is  abroad.  It  is  a  novel  mode,  at  least,  of 
making  up  a  prospectus,  and  will  be  likely  to  gain  the  attention  of  medi- 
cal readers.  Dr.  Leonidas  M.  Lawson,  editor  of  the  Western  Lancet, 
who  resides  at  Cincinnati,  has  received  the  appointment  of  Professor  of 
General  and.  Pathological  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  Dr.  Lotan  G.  Wat- 
son has  taken  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice,  recently  vacated  by  Dr. 
Bartlett,  now  of  the  Medical  School  of  Baltimore.  Dr.  James  M.  Bush 
takes  the  professorship  of  Special  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

From  the  circular,  is  is  apparent  that  the  institution  is  as  vigorous  as 
ever,  and  contains  as  many  elements  of  thrift  and  usefulness  as  at  any 
period  of  its  history.  Not  long  since,  there  was  a  floating  story  that 
some  difficulty  existed  in  the  board  of  faculty,  that  threatened  the  cohe- 
siveness  of  certain  functionaries;  but  there  appears  to  hav'e  been  more 
smoke  than  fire. 

An  impression  is  fast  gaining  upon  the  medical  as  well  as  non-medical 
public,  that  there  are  too  many  medical  schools  in  this  country.  If  they 
are  all  well  sustained,  and  each  endeavors  to  raise  the  standard  of  educa- 
tion, and  pursues  an  unobjectionable  system  of  instruction,  the  number  is 
not  loo  large.  A  neglect  of  that  thorough  course  which  can  alone  fit 
young  men  for  the  multiplied  responsibilities  of  professional  life,  would 
be  a  valid  argument  against  the  operations  of  any  one  of  the  number 
now  in  legal  existence.  Population  is  increasing  exceedingly  fast  in  the 
United  States;  and  although  the  professions  are  all  overstocked  in  the 
old  towns  and  cities,  there  are  new  States  and  territories  where  there  is 
ample  sea-room  for  thousands  who  have  hardly  entered  upon  the  active 
business  for  which  they  were  prepared.  From  a  careful  analysis 
•of  the  present  state  of  the  schools,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  new 
ones  will  be  chartered  before  any  of  the  old  ones  are  abolished. 
They  will  spring  up  in  Iowa,  Arkansas,  Texas,  and  by-and-by  raise  their 
heads  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  With  this  prospect,  it  behooves 
those  now  eojoying  a  reputation  to  make  renewed  exertions  for  maintain- 
ing the  character  they  have  so  justly  accorded  to  them  by  a  discriminating 
public  sentiment. 


AnatomiceZ  Atlas. — Some  time  ago  mention  was  made  of  the  com- 
mencement of  an  excellent  publication  bearing  the  above  title,  by  Dr.  H. 
H.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia.  It  had  then  reached  Part  II.,  since  which  no 
further  intelligence  has  been  had  of  the  work.  The  proposition  was  to 
■complete  it  in  five  parts.  We  presume,  therefore,  the  enterprise  has  been 
suspended  by  the  publishers,  for  some  good  reason,  for  the  present.  If 
such  is  the  fact,  the  genuine  lovers  of  anatomical  pursuits  will  regret  it 
exceedingly.  All  the  illustrations  of  Part  II.  were  admirably  executed, 
and  with  a  fidelity  that  was  calculated  to  make  a  great  circle  of  friends 
for  those  most  interested  in  its  reputation. 

W^hile  on  the  subject  of  anatomy,  it  strikes  us  that  some  one  ought  to 
prepare  a  pocket  manual  to  explain  the  best  methods  of  preserving  pre- 
parations, wet  or  dry.  Most  of  the  better  varnishes,  now  in  use,  oflfer  little 
or  no  resistance  to  the  tiny  jaws  of  vermin;  and  with  regard  to  glass 
jars,  it  seems  almost  impossible  to  seal  them  closely  enough  to  prevent 
•the  escape  of  their  fluid  contents  by  evaporation. 
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Once  more — there  is  inuch  poverty  of  skill  exhibited  in  clisserlinfr 
rooms,  in  this  countrj',  in  the  preparniion  of  bones.  They  are  neither 
white  nor  free  from  an  oily  feeling,  which  never  appertains  to  those 
broun-ht  from  France.  Perhaps  skeletons  and  morbid  specimens  are  better 
prepared  in  Paris  than  anywhere  else.  This  may  be  the  result  of  reduc- 
ino  the  bu.>^iness  to  a  regular  system.  Dealers  in  bones  must  put  them  in 
first-rate  condition,  if  the  character  of  the  market  is  to  be  established. 


Journal  of  Insanity. — In  a  preceding  page  will  be  found  an  extract 
from  the  first  number  of  a  periodical  with  this  title,  published  in  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  officers  of  the  State  Lunatic 
Asylum  in  that  city.  It  is  to  be  published  once  in  three  months,  each 
number  containing  96  pages,  at  $1,00  a  year.  It  is  in  good  hands,  and 
we  most  heartily  wish  it  success.  The  following  "  Notice  "  will  explain 
the  object  of  the  Journal. 

"  The  object  of  this  Journal  is  tn  popularize  the  study  of  insanity — to 
acquaint  the  general  reader  with  the  nature  and  varieties  of  this  disease, 
methods  of  prevention  and  cure.  We  also  hope  to  make  it  useful  and 
interesting  to  men)bers  of  the  medical  and  legal  professions,  and  to  all 
those  engnged  in  the  study  of  the  phenomena  of  mind. 

"  Mental  philosopliy,  or  metaphysics,  is  but  a  portion  of  the  physiology 
of  the  brain  ;  and  the  small  amount  of  good  accomplished  by  psycholo- 
gical writers,  may  perhaps  be  attributed  to  the  neglect  of  studying  the 
mind,  in  connection  with  that  material  medium  which  influences,  by  its 
varying  states  of  health  and  disease,  all  mental  operations. 

'•  We  regard  the  human  brain  as  the  chef  d'osuvre,  or  master  piece  of 
creation.  There  is  nothing  that  should  be  so  carefully  guarded  through 
all  the  periods  of  life.  Upon  its  proper  development,  exercise,  and  culti- 
vation, depend  the  happiness  and  highest  interests  of  man.  Insanity  is 
but  a  disease  of  this  organ,  and  when  so  regarded,  it  will  often  be  pre- 
vented, and  generally  cured,  by  the  early  adoption  of  proper  methods  of 
treatment." 


Neio  Medical  Caialogjce.  —  A  very  complete  and  comprehensive  cata- 
logue of  all  the  new  publicntions  on  medicine,  surgery,  anatomy,  mid- 
wifery, materia  medica,  medical  jurisprudence,  &c.,  has  been  issued  by 
Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Co.,  which  will  be  of  much  service  to  the  profession. 
It  gives  the  exact  titles,  the  number  of  volumes  by  the  same  author  on 
any  particular  subject,  and,  in  a  word,  explains  just  what  a  stranger  wishes 
to  know,  who  is  about  making  a  purchase.  The  more  freely  they  dis- 
tribute this  catalogue,  the  belter  it  will  be  both  for  the  house  and  the 
buying  public. 


Dr.  BelVs  Select  Medical  Library. — The  No.  for  July  comes  to  us 
with  enlarged  dimensions — a  volume  of  over  500  pages — comprising  the 
whole  of  Dr.  Robert's  Lee's  valuable  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Midwifery,  delivered  in  St.  George's  Hospital,  London.  These 
lectures  were  first  printed  in  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  but  were  re- 
vised by  the  author  for  a  separate  edition,  from  which  the  present  is 
strictly  copied. 
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St  Loim  Medical  School.-The  annual  announcement  of  the  Medical 
Den.rlmenl  of  the  St.  Lonis  University  is  before  us.  1  he  fncuhy  is  now 
IZ^eTet:.  favorable  representation  Is  fi-n  of  the  advantages  pos- 
ses4d  bv  the  Sc-hool  for  imparting  medical  instruction  At  the  com 
menrement  in  February,  the  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  mne 
gradX  and  the  honor'ary  degree  on  Howard  Watts,  of  Madison,  Indi- 
ana ;  and  John  H.  Polin,  of  Springfield,  Kentucky. 


Insane  Poor 
nrelicut  Le 


or  of  Connecticut.— \Ne  are  gratified  to  learnlhat  the  Con- 
islalure  have  made  further  provision  for  the  insane  poor  ot 


per  annum. 


On  Strangulated  Hemia.-A  man,  aetat.  28,  was  affected  with  stran- 
gulated  hernia  ;  during  three  days,  various  remedies  were  employed  to 
facilitate  reduction,  but  without  effect,  and  the  characteristic  vomiting  had 
a  readv  appeared.  In  this  dilemma.  Dr.  Schulze,  of  Spandau,  prescribed 
pu"  ipecacuanhee  grs.  v.,  to  be  taken  every  half-hour;  f  ^r  the  admin- 
Lration  of  a  few  doses,  the  hernia  was  easily  reduced—London  Medical 
Times. 


To  CoRRESPO,NDENTS.-Dr.  Comstock's  paper   on  Consumption,  Dr.  Haynes's 
report  of  the    case  of  Dr.  Pre.cott,   Dr.  Tabor  on  'tobacco     Dr^  Lacombe    of 
Puerto  Cabello,  on  Smallpox,  Dr.  Stevens  on  the  use  of  Belladonna,  and  Dr.  DU 
linahani  on  Anomalies  of  the  Teeth,  have  been  received. 


MARR.F.D,-Tn  Philadelphia,  Francis  H.  Gray,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  to  Miss  H.  Re- 
{rina  Shober,  of  P. 


Number  nfdeaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  13,  31.-Males,  15 ;  [^7;'«^^;^^^^,,^/''J^";eaVlet 
Of  consumption,  2-dropsv  in  the   brain,  1-lung  fever,   1-drowned     l-VPh""  \7"'^„.ance    1 

feVer'  6_iuflamm'ation   of  the  bowel.,  !-an«nnH    1-bra  n  fever,  4-..^ut.le,   •^-^^^^'''^ZTyll?. 

-tubercular  disease  ol  the  brain,  1-child-bed,  2-dropsy,  1-l.ver  complau.l,  2-uebil.ty,  l     erj  .p 

elas,  1— old  ace,  1— disease  of  the  kidneys,  I— unknown,  1.  „„„,  en  v*nr<i    1 

Under  5  years.  14-between  5  and  20  years,  2-beiween  20  and  60  years,  H-over  60  years,  1. 


REGISTER    OF    THE    WEATHER, 


Kept  at  the  State  Lunatic  Iliispital, 
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The  Modern  Metempsychosis. — "  Well,  and  the  souls  of  unworthy  prac- 
titioners, what  becomes  of  iheni  ?"  It  was  thus  that  I  was  internipied  in 
the  exposition  of  my  system  of  cosmogony  by  my  friend  Bennet ;  and  I 
will  own  I  was  gravelled  hy  the  question  ;  for  I  found  these  souls  even  as 
difficult  to  dispose  of  in  the  other  world  as  thev  are  in  this,  and  in  my 
system  of  cosmogony  I  had  not  thought  of  the  destination  I  should  give 
to  the  souls  of  ignorant  and  unworthy  practitioners  of  physic,  of  charla- 
tans, and  of  those  who  live  upon  the  credulity  of  mankind.  But  in  a 
true  system — and  I  hold  mine  to  be  incontestable — all  the  details  come 
with  the  aid  of  a  little  reflection  to  range  themselves  harmoniously  to- 
gether ;  and  having  rubbed  my  brow  for  a  moment,  and  scratched  my 
ear,  I  delivered  myself  thus:  The  souls  of  unworthy  practitioners,  my 
dear  Bennet,  pass  into  the  bodies  of  the  animals  which  M.  Magendie 
tortures  and  cuts  up  alive  in  his  physiological  experiments.  This  expia- 
tion appears  to  me  most  logical  and  legitimate;  you  may  be  certain  that 
the  dog  whose  sensible  nerves  the  professor  of  the  College  of  France  is 
now  busy  pinching  and  pulling,  the  rabbit  whose  spinal  marrow  has  just 
been  exposed,  and  the  guinea-pig  whose  chest,  laid  open,  permits  the  pal- 
pitation of  the  heart  to  be  seen,  were  so  many  unworlhy  practitioners  of 
the  by-gone  ages,  who  now  expiate  their  barbarities,  their  efTrontery,  and 
their  cupidity  ;  all  their  cries  of  snfTering  are  but  accents  of  contrition  and. 
of  imprecation  vented  by  their  souls  upon  the  rack.  Ah,  Messieurs  les 
Charlatans  !  you  that  were  and  are  materialists,  without  faith,  without  re- 
ligion, without  morals,  without  probity,  because  you  acquired  ample 
riches  by  indefensible  means,  and  enjoyed  your  good  fortune  grossly,  you 
thought  yourselves  beyond  the  reach  of  punishment!  No,  no,  sooner  or 
later,  one  day  or  another,  frog  or  salamander,  guinea-pig  or  dog,  your  feet 
nailed  to  the  table,  another  Magendie  will  hold  you  under  his  scalpel, 
will  pinch  and  irritate  your  nerves,  cauterize  your  plexuses,  pierce  your 
ganglions,  and  galvanize  your  muscles  !  And  you,  gourmand,  you  that 
make  a  god  of  your  belly,  to  which  you  sacrifice  all  that  is  noble  in  hu- 
man nature,  beware  I  1  see  another  Orfila  in  perspective  infusing  some 
abominable  drug  or  deadly  poison  inio  your  stomach,  tying  your  oesopha- 
gus, and,  watch  in  hand,  counting  the  minutes  and  the  moments  of  your 
tortures  !     Beware,  I  say  ! — M.  Raimcnd,  in  Gazette  des  Hopitaux. 


A  New  Method  of  malcing  Pressvre  i?i  Uterine  Hemorrhage. — An 
anonymous  correspondent  of  the  Provincial  Medical  Journal  thus  writes: 
— "  1  found  my  patient  (a  delicate  lady,  with  her  seventh  child)  in  a  state 
of  syncope ;  some  large  congula  were  discharged  in  the  bed,  and  the 
uterus  was  expanded  to  full  half  its  size  before  delivery.  Fortunately, 
the  nurse  and  sister  were  both  women  of  firm  minds;  one  forced  some 
brandy  into  the  mouth,  while  the  other  applied  stimulants  to  the  nostrils. 
I  immediately  passed  my  left  hand  into  the  uterus,  and  emptied  it,  while 
with  my  right  hand  I  made  pressure  externally;  contraction  took  place, 
and  my  patient  rallied.  I  now  took  out  my  new-fashioned  bandage,  '  Sal- 
omon and  Odys's  patent  single  truss'  and  applying  the  circular  pad  to  the 
abdomen,  and  the  other  to  the  spine  (reversing  the  usual  method),  out-, 
side  the  clothes,  I  made  a  firm  and  most  agreeable  pressure,  which  was 
continut-d  for  several  hours,  to  the  great  comfort  of  my  patient. — Lo7idon 
Medical  Times. 
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ON   CONSUMPTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir. — Is  consumption  primarily  a  disease  of  the  bov;e!s  ?  Tlie  very 
question  may,  perhaps,  subject  tlie  querist  to  the  imputation  of  medical 
heresy,  or  mental  imbeciliiy.  Still,  the  uniformity  of  its  termination  in 
diarrhoea  gives  son)e  countenance,  if  not  plausibility,  to  the  opinion. 
This  did  not,  however,  originally  suggest  the  idea.  It  was  this — that 
those  cases  which  were  most  indubitably  and  unequivocally  marked  as 
phthisical,  were  at  their  commencement  or  progress  accompanied  with 
a  pain  in  the  side  beloiv  the  diaphragm.  This  has  been  so  uniformly  the 
case,  that  I  have  learned,  latterly,  to  prognosticate  unfavorably  when  such 
a  fearful  diagnostic  has  attended. 

A  pain  in  the  side  is  mentioned  by  all  writers;  but  that  it  is  usually, 
or  ever,  in  the  region  of  the  short  ribs,  or  below  the  midriff,  I  have  never 
seen  stated  by  a  single  one.  Nor  do  I  assert  that  the  pain  is  not  in  the 
thoracic  region  in  many  cases ;  but  such  are  of  a  less  sombre  cast,  more 
tractable,  more  obedient  to  palliatives,  and  not  so  absolutely  incurable. 
For  that  consumption  is  sometimes  cured,  a  majority  of  great  names  admit, 
although  a  very  respectable  minority  deny.  The  pain  which  is  usually 
found  to  exist  upon  inquiry,  is  not  in  very  many  cases  mentioned  by  the 
patient  spontaneously,  nor  is  the  cough.  When  there  is  pain  in  any  part 
of  the  thorax,  with  a  pulse  that  will  admit  of  bloodletting,  the  case  is 
more  Givorable  than  when  it  is  in  the  sides  of  the  abdomen.  For  when 
the  pain  is  below  the  diaphragm,  the  pulse  absolutely  prohibits  that 
evacuation.  Hemoptysis  is  of  itself  not  so  formidable  when  the  arterial 
action  will  allow  the  loss  of  i)lood,  as  when  it  will  not;  nor  so  much  to 
be  dreaded  when  it  is  the  first  symptom  of  phthisis,  as  when  it  occurs  in 
its  progress  in  suiall  streaks  mixed  with  purulence.  And  after  all  that 
Dr.  Cullen  has  said,  it  is  to  be  regarded  rather  as  a  sequel  of  phthisical 
tendencies,  than  the  cause  of  phthisis  itself. 

Who,  that  has  been  much  conversant  with  consumption,  has  not  known 
its  symptoms  vani>h  and  his  patient  recover,  by  the  bursting  of  an  abscess 
in  the  lungs  ?  Night-sweats,  swollen  legs,  hemoptysis,  cough,  fever  and 
purulent  expectoration,  contrary  to  our  anticipations,  all  disappear.  A 
laboring  man  often  passes  by,  who,  after  all  these,  is  now  able  to  perform 
as  nmch  i^l  shovelling,  hoeing,  and  other  laborious  occupations,  as  the  rnosi 
^5 
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robust  of  his  class.  But  when  the  lung  affection  is  a  metastasis  of  bowel 
complaint,  we  do  not  (ind  such  a  favorable  result.  Hence,  an  acute  pain 
in  the  chest  is  more  propitious  than  such  an  one  as  we  are  not  informed 
of  until  we  inquire. 

A  disease  which,  it  has  been  calculated,  carries  off  one  fourth  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Europe,  and,  by  actual  enumeration  by  Dr.  Walters, 
City  Inspector,  one  sixth  of  those  in  New  York,  claims  the  most  minute 
scrutiny.  That  it  is  a  metastasis  from  the  digestive  organs  upon  the 
pneumonic,  and,  in  the  last  stage,  vice  versa,  when  diarrhoea  occurs,  re- 
ceives support  from  various  considerations.  The  most  celebrated  physi- 
cian for  the  cure  of  consumption,  so  hr  as  we  know,  ever  bred  in  Ame- 
rica, was  Dr.  Senter,  of  Newport,  R.  I.  His  mode  of  treatment  was 
long  since  transferred  from  a  Philadelphia  periodical  into  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  Conmientaries.  It  consisted,  prominently,  of  emetics  composed 
of  ipecac,  and  sulphate  of  copjier — both  of  which  articles  have  been  much 
and  justly  extolled  in  bowel  complaints.  And  now  the  consiileration 
forcibly  arises,  that  were  there  not  something  specific  in  these  substances 
in  their  action  upon  the  alimentary  canal,  any  other  emetic  would  have 
been  equally  beneficial — because  upon  the  lungs  we  cannot  conceive  of 
any  difference.  Sea-sickness,  or  anything  which  produced  vomiting, 
would,  so  far  as  related  alone  to  the  lungs,  have  the  same  effect.  But  in 
the  treatment  of  phthisis  Dr.  Senter  found  so  material  a  difference,  that 
he  relied  alone  on  this  combination  as  an  emetic. 

The  connection  betwixt  the  lungs  and  intestinal  canal  is  again  mani- 
fested by  exjjectoration  being  suppressed  by  colliquative  diarrhoea  ;  and, 
further,  by  what  M.  Louis  tells  us,  that  in  an  eighth  part  of  his  nume- 
rous cases,  diarrhoea  set  in  with  the  main  disease — although  I  may  re- 
mark that  this  proportion  is  far  greater  than  has  occurred  in  my  own 
practice.  That  phthisis  pulmonalis  is  a  transferred  disease,  receives  an- 
other confirmation,  when  we  consider  that  when  the  transfer  or  metastasis 
is  to  the  brain,  the  lungs  cease  to  be  affected,  and  the  patient  recovers  of 
his  hectical  symptoms — at  least  sometimes. 

Tetanus  and  trismus  affect  the  spine  and  the  jaws.  But  the  cause 
often  is  a  puncture  with  a  fork  in  the  foot.  Consutn|)tion  is  found  in  the 
lungs,  but  is  often  a  metastasis  from  the  bowels.  Let  the  latter  absorb 
our  attention,  since  remedial  ajients  to  the  former  have  in  all  ages  and  ia 
all  countries  hitherto  failed.  And  we  cannot  but  hint  to  those  who  have 
opportunities  for  mi\k'\ng  post-mortem  dissections,  not  to  neglect  to  look  at 
the  state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  in  its  whole  extent.  Since  we  were 
impressed  with  our  present  pathology,  but  one  instance  has  occurred  to 
us  of  such  an  opportunity  ;  and  this  was  declined,  on  account  of  the  body 
the  day  after  dissolution  putting  on  the  signs  of  rapid  sphacelation — the 
sides  of  the  abdomen  having  thus  early  become  of  a  dark-greenish  hue. 
It  was  that  of  a  young  man,  aged  about  28  years,  who  had  rode  out 
the  day  before  his  decease — a  proof  of  what  not  very  unfrequently  oc- 
curs, of  chronic  disease  ending  suddenly  in  death.  "  Such  is  the  sym- 
pathy between  the  organs  of  respiration  and  the  alimentary  canal  in  its 
whole  extent,  that  we  have  frequently  a  cough  produced    by  the  stimulus 
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of  acrid  matters,  whether  acidities,  bile,  worms  or  viscid  mucus,  collected 
either  in  the  stomach  or  small  intestines,  and  sometimes  by  ascarides,  of 
even  by  the  usual  irritation  of  faeces  in  tlie  rectum.''* 

A  milk  diet,  so  celebrated  in  the  treatment  nf  phthisis,  can  only  be 
a|)precia(ed  as  to  its  effects  by  its  primary  action  upon  the  intestinal  ca- 
nal ;  and  so  also  of  mucilages,  and  Iceland  moss.  Bleeding  and  the 
antiphloirlsiic  regimen  are  now  only  to  be  named  for  their  uniform  fa- 
tality. They  are  equally  ill  adapted  to  hectic  as  to  those  disorders  of 
the  alimentary  canal  above  enumerated. 

Three  years  ago  this  present  month  of  May,  I  was  called  to  a  married 
woman  of  about  35,  with  all  the  last  symptoms  of  consumption.  She 
was  hardly  expected  to  live  the  day  out,  and  I  met  a  clergyman  there 
who  was  summoned  to  perform  religious  duties  for  one  supposed  about  lo 
leave  the  world.  That  woman  is  now  alive,  but  not  well  :f  alth.ough 
she  is  rid  of  night  sweats,  diarrhoea  and  bloated  limbs,  nor  has  she  puru- 
lent expectoration.  The  fora)ula  of  medicine  which  apparently  saved 
her  life,  and  which  she  still  continues,  is  as  follows  : — Tinct.  ferri  muriati, 
solution  morphia,  aa  §j. ;  sulph.  quinine,  grs.  xvj.  ;  syrup  simp.,  §  viij. 
M.      Dose  a  teaspoonful  (sixty  minims)  three  times  a  day. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  noticed  that  Dr.  Marryot,  of  Bris- 
tol, Eng.,  who,  I  believe,  in  his  day  was  very  celebrated  for  the  cure  of 
hectic,  used  the  identical  emetic  (blue  vitriol  and  ipecac.)  which  did  Dr. 
Senter,  every  morning.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  they  had  any  knowledge 
of  each  other,  as  it  is  supposed  that  Dr.  iMarryol's  plan  originated  with 
himself.  J 

That  our  views  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis  must  be  pointed  in  some 
other  direction  than  to  the  lungs  themselves,  seems  to  be  proved  from  the 
failure  of  chauire  of  abode,  of  warm  climates,  factitious  airs,  or  sea- 
voyages.  A  consumptive  physician  of  my  acquaintance  went  from  this 
town  to  the  southward,  and  died  at  Ch'irleston.  Another  went  from 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  died  in  the  West  Indies.  Of  sea-air  and  sailing, 
I  have  to  relate  the  following  cases,  strikiiiiilv  evincive  of  their  unimport- 
ance. Capt.  Thomas  Griswold,  from  Lyme,  in  this  State,  was  com- 
mander of  a  ship  in  the  Canton  trade.  He  sailed  from  Canton  May 
12th,  1839,  and  had  a  passage  of  135  days  to  New  York.  On  this  pas- 
sage he  was  seized  with  cough,  expectoration,  and  such  night-sweats  that 
he  not  onlv  saturated  his  personal  apparel,  but  his  blankets,  quite  through. 
On  his  arrival  at  New  York,  he  was  pronounced  by  his  physician  to 
be  in  consumption,  and  sent  to  South  Carolina,  accompanied  by  his 
brother,  where  he  died.  This  brother  save  me  these  particulars,  and  has 
since  died  with  the  same  disease  himself.  He  married  an  English  lady, 
and  went  with  her  to  England  ;  and  agreeably  to  the  prejudices  of  her 
countrymen,  she  and  her  husband  went  thence  to  the  island  of  Madeira. 
Here  was  sailing,  changes  of  air  and  a  warm  climate,  all  experienced  by 

*  Tnwnsend's  Elements  of  Therapeutics,  p.  1.54.    London  edition. 

t  She  prol)!tl)ly  would  have  been  well  ere  now,  could  she  lie  prevailed  on  to  make  a  suiTicient  use  ot 
BniiMiil  food,  whirh  from  some  hallucinalion  she  refuses. 

J  Dr.  Marryoi  gave  copaiba,  and  was  Tery  much  attached  to  it,  in  doses  of  twenty  drrps,  night  and 
morning,  upon  sugar. 
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tliis  amiable  and  excellent  young  man  ;  yet  there  his  widowed  wife  left  his 
bones.  Those  who  recollect  him  and  his  fate  will  feel  a  tearful  eye,  if 
they  do  not  drop  a  tear.  The  mother  of  these  two  young  men  is  still 
living,  and  never  wus  consumptive.  Their  father  died  many  years  since, 
but  not  with  consuniption.  And  the  grand  parents  on  the  side  of  both 
father  and  mother  never  had  any  phthisical  complaint.  So  that  the  dis- 
ease was  filial  or  fraternal,  rather  than  hereditary,  in  these  cases. 

Lebanon,  Conn.,  May,  1344.  Joseph  Comstock,  M.D. 

Cn^"  A  circumstance  mentioned  to  me  by  Capt.  Griswold's  brother,  and 
taken  down  at  the  time  in  my  notes  of  his  case,  I  will  here  mention,  al- 
though it  may  not  have  any  bearing  strictly  on  the  medical  history. 
Off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  he  was  on  his  way  from  Cnnton  to 
New  Y"ork,  his  cook  murdered  the  steward.  Capt.  Griswold,  then  in 
consumption,  arrested  the  murderer  with  his  own  hand  and  brought  him 
on  deck. 


CASE   OF   THE   LATE   J.   C.   PRESCOTT,   M.D. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — 1  send,  for  your  Journal,  the  following  account  of  the  disease  and 
post-mortem  exammaUon  of  J.  C.  Prescott,  M.D. ,  of  Concord,  who  was 
much  respected  by  the  profession  in  this  vicinity,  and  had  gained  many 
friends  among  the  sick  and  afflicted  by  his  kind  attentions  and  skilful  admin- 
istrations. Dr.  P.  had  been  in  this  place  only  about  one  year,  but  during 
that  time  he  had  gained  the  undoubted  credit  of  being  a  good  physician,  a 
good  citizen,  an  indulgent  husband,  a  kind  father  and  a  consistent  christian. 

Sunday,  Feb.  4th,  I  was  called  to  visit  Dr.  Prescott,  who  was  seized 
Saturday  evening  with  pain  in  the  abdomen.  He  took  some  slight  pal- 
liative remedy  on  going  to  bed  ;  but  did  not  get  any  sleep,  and  towards 
morning  took  an  emetic,  which  did  not  relieve  him  in  the  least.  When  I 
saw  the  doctor,  which  was  very  early  in  the  morning,  he  appeared  to  be 
laboring  under  an  attack  of  bilious  colic,  although  not  so  well  marked  as 
usual.  The  tongue  was  moist  and  not  much  coated  ;  the  skin  nearly  natu- 
ral ;  thirst  moderate  ;  pulse  about  natural  in  frequency  and  size  ;  urine  very 
scanty  and  high-colored  ;  frequent  eructations  and  vomiting  of  a  greenish 
liquid.  We  agreed  upon  the  following  course  to  commence  with,  viz., 
liberal  doses  of  calomel  and  opium  combined,  once  in  four  hours,  warm 
applications  to  the  abdomen,  and  a  cathartic  enema  once  in  two  hours. 

In  the  afternoon  the  pain  had  somewhat  subsided,  and  a  dose  of  spirits 
of  turpentine  and  castor  oil  was  given,  which  the  stomach  retained  only 
a  short  time.  The  powders  were  regularly  given,  and  in  the  evening  a 
Seidlitz  powder  was  administered,  which  was  also  soon  ejected  from  the 
stomach.  The  powders,  cathartic  injections  and  hot  applications  were 
continued  through  the  night.  Early  Monday  morning,  Dr.  Chadbourne, 
of  this  village,  being  in  tlie  neighborhood,  and  hearing   of  Dr.  P.'s  sick- 
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ness,  called    before    my   morning    visit,   and    proposed   lileeding;,  saying 
"there  was  f^reat  danger  of  peritonitis." 

5ili. — Tliis  morning  1  found  the  doctor  with  a  quick  pulse,  the  tongue 
rather  dry  and  a  little  redness  upon  the  centre  ;  skin  rather  dry  ;  urine 
very  scanty  and  high-colored  ;  the  abdomen  a  little  tense  and  some  ten- 
derness on  pressure.  The  bowels  remain  unmoved,  and  the  pain  very 
severe  if  the  powders  are  omitted.  Put  the  doctor  in  the  sitting  posture 
and  bled  him  largely  from  the  arm,  which  had  a  very  decided  effect  upon 
the  pulse,  without  producing  syncope.  The  blood,  on  standing,  was  sligluly 
buffed  and  cupped,  with  a  firm  coagulum.  In  the  evening  the  symptoms 
were  not  improved,  and  a  ligature  was  applied  to  the  arm,  and  from  the 
same  orifice  nearly  the  same  quantity  of  blood  was  drawn  as  in  the  morning, 
which  had  a  decided  effect  upon  the  pulse,  and  in  about  twenty  minutes  the 
rectum  tube  was  used,  and  immediately  after,  the  doctor  had  wiiat  he 
said  "  apfieared  to  him  to  be  a  natural  evacuation,"  although  it  was  far 
from  the  proper  color  and  consistence.  A  blister  was  ajiplied  over  the 
epigastric  region,  as  this  was  the  seat  of  the  most  pain  and  disteasion. 
The  powders  were  given  with  less  calomel,  and  a  little  more  nourishment 
was  allowed.  The  doctor  expressed  himself  as  feeling  decidedly  better, 
and  I  left  him  for  the  night,  hoping  and  believing  he  would  be  much 
better  in  the  morning. 

6th. — Found  the  doctor  worse,  skin  dry  and  hot ;  urine  as  yesterday  ; 
tongue  about  the  same  ;  pulse  quick  and  soft  ;  some  appearance  of  hic- 
cough, and  the  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  the  same.  The  blister  filled 
well,  and  it  was  dressed  with  a  soft  poultice.  The  conjunctiva  and  skin 
have  a  decided  yellow  tinge,  which  Mrs.  P.  says  "  has  been  coming  on  for 
several  months."  The  Dr.  referred  me  to  a  pain  in  the  right  side,  and  on 
examination  found  an  enlargement  extending  from  the  ilium  to  the  float- 
ing ribs,  and  between  the  ilium  and  last  rib  a  distinct  tumor  could  be  felt, 
which  we  concluded  must  be  a  diseased  kidney.  A  blister  was  applied 
(as  leeches  could  not  be  obtained),  and  I  requested  a  consultation. 
Dr.  Chadbourne  was  called,  who  recommended  a  powder  of  calomel, 
opium  and  camphor;  if  the  pain  should  be  severe,  a  powder  of  morphia 
in  addition,  and  the  warm  bath  ;  all  of  which  were  used,  and  the  bath 
had  a  good  temporary  effect.  During  the  day.  Dr.  Chadbourne  was  in 
two  or  three  times,  and  in  the  afternoon  Dr.  Carter,  the  next-door  neigh- 
bor, called  with  him.  I  returned  in  the  evening,  and  found  the  doctor 
about  as  when  1  saw  him  last.  Continued  the  same  treatment  through 
the  night. 

7th. — Do  not  find  any  improvement  in  the  symptoms  this  morning  ; 
tongue,  pulse,  skin  and  urine  the  same.  No  specific  effects  of  the  n»er- 
cury  to  be  seen.  Skin  quite  yellow,  and  the  urine  highly  tinged  with 
bile.  The  evacuations  from  the  bowels  frequent  since  Tuesday,  but  no- 
thing like  healthy  fceces.  This  morning  the  Dr.  expressed  a  wish  to  see 
Dr.  J.  Crosby,  of  Manchester,  who  was  sent  for.  In  the  Ibrenoon,  during 
my  unavoidable  absence,  had  a  consultation  of  Drs.  D.  L.  Morrill.  S. 
Morrill,  E.  Carter  and  T.  Chadbourne  of  this  village,  who  recommended 
to  continue  the  calomel  and  opium,  dress  the  blisters  with  mercurial  oint- 
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Tnent,  give  mucilatjes  for  nourisliment,  and  a  little  wine  or  brandy  and 
water  if  a  stimulant  should  be  called  for.  In  the  evening  Dr.  J.  Crosby 
arrived,  and  recoiiimended  the  continuance  of  the  calomel,  considering  it 
the  only  remedy  to  be  relied  upon.  Dr.  Crosby,  as  well  as  all  who  had 
seen  the  patient,  considered  it  a  disease  of  the  liver. 

8th. — Found  the  Dr.'s  symptoms  this  morning  more  discouraging. 
The  pulse  small  and  frequent  ;  skin  dry  ;  urine  as  heretofore  ;  thirst 
•■reat  ;  and  the  pain  in  the  abdomen  very  severe,  excepting  when  under 
the  influence  of  opium  ;  and  at  this  time  the  opiate  has  lost  its  effect  in  a 
great  measure  upon  the  system.  Dr.  VV.  Prescott,  a  very  respectable 
physician  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  brother  to  the  deceased,  having  heard  by 
letter  of  his  brother's  sickness,  arrived  this  day,  and  remained  with  him 
until  his  death.  This  relieved  my  anxiety  in  a  i^reat  measure,  notwith- 
standing he  refused  to  take  the  charge  of  his  brother.  T  found  it  a  great 
consolation  to  meet  one  of  many  more  years  than  myself,  of  sound  judg- 
ment, a  good  reputation,  and  a  j)erlect  gentleman. 

9th. — The  Dr.  has  been  much  more  feeble  to-day.  The  dejections 
very  frequent,  and  some  traces  of  bile  to  be  seen  in  them.  Stimulants, 
broth  and  astringents  to  control  the  bowels,  have  been  given  during  the 
day.  Dr.  J.  Crosby  called  again  to-day,  but  did  not  suggest  any  altera- 
tion in  (he  treatment. 

10th. — The  symptoms  decidedly  worse  ;  some  delirium  ;  frequent  hic- 
cough, and  evacuations  from  the  bowels  very  frequent,  so  much  so,  as  to 
require  astringent  injections.  The  stools  becoming  quite  yellow.  The 
enlargement  of  the  rii^ht  side  on  the  increase,  quite  tender  on  pressure,  but 
the  tumor  not  so  distinct  as  it  was  a  few  days  since.  There  has  not  been 
any  distinct  fluctuation  in  the  tumor  at  any  time. 

llth. — The  Dr.  has  been  quite  comfortable  to-day.  The  family  feel 
some  encouraged.  More  quiet  sleep,  less  hiccough  and  delirium.  The 
dejections  frequent,  but  quite  bilious.  The  tumefaction  of  the  abdomen 
less,  and  the  tenderness  confined  to  the  right  side.  Complains  very  much 
when  moved,  and  is  much  inclined  to  slide  to  the  foot  of  the  bed. 

12th. — The  Dr.  to-day  has  been  in  every  respect  worse,  and  con- 
tinued to  grow  more  and  more  so  until  Tuesday  morning,  at  3  o'clock, 
when  he  died — it  being  a  little  more  than  nine  days  from  the  attack. 

Post-mortem. — Fourteen  hours  after  death,  an  examination  was  made 
in  presence  of  Drs.  D.  L.  Morrill,  S.  Morrill,  Carter,  Tripp,  Renton, 
and  Gage,  and  my  smdents.  The  body,  when  upon  the  table,  appeared 
quite  natural,  excepting  the  yellow  tinge  and  a  slight  fulness  of  the  right 
side.  In  making  the  incisions  upon  the  abdomen,  the  adeps  was  found 
from  one  and  a  half  to  two  inches,  and  as  yellow  as  the  skin.  In  extend- 
ing tfie  transverse  incision  down  upon  the  right  side,  an  adhesion  was 
found,  and  by  cutting  through  it  from  one  pint  to  a  quart  of  fluid  escap- 
ed, something  the  color  of  chocolate,  and  destitute  of  pus,  excepting 
here  and  there  a  flocculi  having  some  the  resemblance  of  pus.  Not  a 
trace  of  the  kidney  could  be  found,  not  even  its  membrane,  and  the 
I'Uge  cavity    which   extended    from   the  iliac  fossa  to  the  concave  face  of 
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the  liver,  was  filled  with  the  ahove  fluid.  The  wails  of  th.e  sac  were 
hard,  and  crepitated  before  the  knife. 

All  of  the  other  abdominal  viscera  were  perfectly  healthy,  excepting 
the  colon,  which  foraied  a  portion  of  the  sac,  and  at  this  point  it  was 
contracted  and  its  coats  thickened,  it  beinj;  probably  the  point  of  obstruc- 
tion, at  the  onset  of  the  disease.  The  kidney  of  the  left  side  was  natu- 
ral in  size,  structure,  &tc.,  completely  covered  with  adeps,  not  far  from 
an  inch  in  thickness,  while  there  was  nf)t  a  trace  of  fat  to  be  found 
around  the  situation  of  the  right  kidney.  Twelve  days  before  the  attack, 
the  doctor  was  at  a  fire,  which  broke  out  in  the  State  Pri'^on  yard,  one  ol 
the  coldest  nights  in  January,  and  there  exerted  himself  a  good  deal. 
Ever  after  thut  he  complained,  as  Mrs.  P.  says,  of  pain  in  the  right  side, 
and  particularly  so,  when  getting  in  and  out  of  a  chair.  Was  this  a  latent 
disease,  such  as  induration  or  scirrhu'^,  of  long  standing,  kindled  up  at 
the  Prison  fire  ?  or  were  the  seeds  sown  at  that  fire,  from  which  should 
spring  so  much  disease  and  destruction  of  that  important  viscus  ?  Was  it 
a  case  of  acute  nephritis,  which  so  rapidly  run  into  the  softening  stage  ? 
or  was  it  chronic  nephritis  of  longer  standing  ?  Did  the  pressure  of  the 
tumor  upon  the  neck  of  the  gall-bladder  cause  the  obstruction  in  the  flow 
of  bile  ?  Did  the  inflammation  communicated  to  the  right  ascending 
colon  cause  the  obstruction  of  the  alimentary  canal  at  the  outset  of  the 
disease  ?  T.  Haynes. 

Concord,  N.  H.,  July,  1844. 


AN    ESSAY   ON   THE  HUMAN    COLOR 

[Continued  from  page  479.] 

The  human  color  has  been  generally  supposed  to  be  the  effect  of  climate, 
especially  of  heat  and  cold  ;  but  this  is  most  evidently  an  error.  In  the 
same  family  of  white  children,  in  the  same  cliinate  and  in  the  same  house, 
where  all  external  circumstances  are  apparently  the  same,  the  complex- 
ion of  one  child  will  be  a  dark  brunette,  its  hair  black  and  curly,  and  its 
eyes  black;  while  the  complexion  of  another  will  be  light,  its  hair  light 
and  straight,  and  its  eyes  blue.  Most  certainly  climate  has  nothing  to  do 
with  coloring  these  childreti's  skins,  hair  and  eyes.  As  little  has  it  to  do  in 
coloring  the  skins  of  the  Africans,  Asiatics  and  Indians.  Tiie  blacks 
have  lived  in  North  America  for  the  space  of  two  hundred  years,  without 
the  least  alteration  in  the  color  of  their  skins  ;  and  the  whites  have  lived 
in  South  America  under  the  torrid  zone  for  more  than  three  hundred 
years,  without  becoming  black.  The  only  alteration  in  the  complexion 
of  white  people,  which  has  been  observed  to  take  place,  is  in  the  process 
of  taiming  by  ex|)0sure  to  the  light  of  the  sun,  which  invariably  disap- 
pears by  living  a  short  time  in  the  shade.  The  Spanish  peoj)le  of  South 
America  are  no  blacker  than  the  inhabitants  of  old  Spain,  unless  they 
have  mixed  with  the  Indians  or  Africans.  The  Indians  of  the  American 
Continent,  whether  under  the  torrid,  the  temperate  or  the  arctic  circles,  are 
all  of  the  same  color,  or  nearly  so.    Baron  Humboldt  saw  several  tribes  in 


496  An  Essay  on  the  Human  Color. 

the  south  of  Mexico,  much  lighter  in  their  complexions  than  the  tribes 
Ibrther  norih,  and  hence  infers  that  the  climate  has  no  agency  in  deter- 
mining the  color  of  the  skin.  The  Arabians  are  merely  brown  ;  while 
on  the  same  latitudes  in  Africa,  the  inhabitants  are  black.  The  eastern 
Asiatics,  and  the  Australians  under  the  equator,  the  tropics  and  the  arctic 
regions,  are  all  of  nearly  the  same  color. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  wonderful  diversity  in  the  external  appear- 
ance of  individuals  of  the  same  town  or  city,  where  all  are  exposed  to 
nearly  the  same  external  agents,  we  are  compelled  to  admit  that  the 
cause  of  all  this  diversity  must  lie  in  the  motions  of  the  animal  economy. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  1  have  not  undertaken  to  give  the  cause  of  the 
human  color  itself,  but  a  history  of  the  manner  in  which  the  diversity  of 
color  is  produced.  I  have  shown  that  it  was  produced  and  obliterated 
by  the  reproduction  of  the  species,  in  the  same  degree  and  manner  that  all 
j)hysical  differences  are  produced  and  effaced.  J  think  it  will  appear  evi- 
dent that  the  cause  of  the  difference  of  color  between  any  two  white  peo- 
ple must  also  be  the  cause  of  tlie  difference  of  color  between  a  black  and 
a  white  person.  In  mulatto  people,  the  skin  becomes  half  white,  and  an 
alteration  in  the  hair,  features  of  the  face,  and  shape  of  the  head  and 
feet,  follows  as  a  single  simultaneous  eflect  from  the  same  cause.  In 
quadroons,  or  those  people  who  are  three  quarters  white,  the  skin,  the 
hair,  the  features  of  the  face,  and  the  shape  of  the  head  and  feet,  have 
all  undergone  a  simultaneous  change  in  a  parallel  degree.  The  next 
generation  are  white  people.  But  let  this  generation  mix  only  with  those 
of  a  black  color,  and  in  four  removes  from  the  original  stock  they  will  be- 
come black  again.  We  need  no  further  proof  that  a  diversity  in  the  hu- 
man color  is  produced  by  the  physical  latitude  allowed,  by  nature  in  the 
re-production  of  the  human  species. 

All  inquiries  respecting  the  original  color  of  man  have  gone  upon  the 
supposition  that  this  color  must  have  been  white,  and  that  the  black  color 
must  have  been  produced  l)y  some  singular  combination  of  circumstances. 
Ordinary  facts  have  been  overlooked,  and  explanations  attempted  by  add- 
ing conjecture  to  conjecture,  without  the  least  approach  to  a  solution  of 
the  phenomena  in  question.  Were  the  eyes  of  the  first  pair  black  or 
blue?  was  the  hair  straight  or  curly,  light  or  black  ?  were  the  features 
long  and  sharp,  or  obtuse,  thick  and  flat  ?  are  questions  quite  as  rational 
and  easy  of  solution,  as  the  inquiry  afier  the  original  color  of  men. 

Goldsmith  gives  the  following  account  of  the  causes  which  he  con- 
ceives to  operate  in  the  production  of  the  varieties  of  the  human  color; 
and  his  opinions  have  been  repeated  by  subsequetit  naturalists  to  the 
present  day,  without  any  important  variation.  "  In  general  it  may  be 
asserted,  that,  as  we  approach  the  line,  we  find  the  inhabitants  of  each 
country  grow  browner,  until  the  color  deepens  into  a  perfect  blackness. 
Thus  taking  our  standard  from  the  whitest  rare  of  people,  and  beginning 
with  our  own  country,  which,  I  believe,  bids  fairest  for  the  |)re-eminence, 
we  shall  find  the  French,  who  are  more  southern,  a  slight  shade  deeper 
than  we ;  going  farther  down,  the  Spaniards  are  browner  than  the 
French  ;  the  inhabitants  of  Fez  darker  than   they  ;  and   the  natives  of 
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Negroland  the  darkest  of  all."  But  it  may  be  replied,  the  Germans,  who 
are  on  the  same  latitude  with  the  French,  are  as  li^ht  colored  as  the  Eng- 
lish ;  and  the  Grecians,  wfio  are  as  far  soutli  as  the  Spaniards,  are  as  light 
as  either  the  Germans  or  English.  In  all  the  eastern  parts  of  Europe, 
among  the  Poles  and  the  Russians,  we  discover  no  difference  in  the  color 
of  the  inhabitants  as  "  we  approach  the  line."  The  Arabians,  who  live 
almost  under  the  equator,  are  much  whiter  than  the  inhabiiants  of  China, 
who  live  in  the  temperate  zone,  or  the  native  inhabiiants  of  North  Ame- 
rica. Goldsmith  has  overlooked  an  essential  part  of  the  natural  history 
of  the  French  and  the  S[)anish.  The  dark  color  of  the  French,  the 
darker  color  of  the  Spanish,  and  the  yet  darker  color  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Fez,  is  not  owing  to  the  greater  degree  of  heat  which  these  nations 
are  successively  exposed  to,  but  to  the  African  blood  which  has  gradually 
crept  towards  the  North.  The  Moors,  it  is  well  known,  once  inhabited 
Spain  for  several  hundred  years,  and  freely  intermixed  with  the  Spanish. 
The  French,  by  reason  of  their  proximity  to  Spain,  have  intermixed  with 
the  Spanish.  In  this  way  the  Moorish  blood  has  extended  north  among 
the  Spanish  and  French,  while  the  English  and  the  eastern  European 
nations,  who,  by  their  remoteness  from  Spain,  have  been  excluded  from 
any  participation  in  the  Moorish  blood,  present  a  lighter  color. 

As  if  not  satisfied  with  the  influence  of  l)eat  in  producing  the  black 
color  of  the  skin.  Goldsmith  assigns  an  opposite  cause,  that  of  cold.  He 
says,  "  The  extremity  of  cold  is  not  less  productive  of  a  tawny  color 
than  that  of  beat.  The  natives  of  the  arctic  circle  are  all  brown,  and 
those  that  lie  most  to  the  north  are  almost  entirely  black.  In  this  man- 
ner both  extremes  are  unfavorable  to  the  human  form  and  color,  and  the 
same  effects  are  produced  under  the  poles  that  are  found  under  the  lines." 
As  I  have  before  observed,  in  this  Continent,  from  Labrador  to  Cape 
Horn,  the  same  color  of  the  skin  pervades  all  the  aboriginal  inhabitants. 
Tliey  are  as  black  in  the  tem[)erate  zones  as  they  are  in  the  arctic  region 
and  the  torrid  zone.  In  eastern  Asia  and  the  Eastern  Islands,  the  color 
is  the  same  in  all  latitudes.  The  color  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  north  of 
Europe,  to  which  Goldsmith  no  doubt  refers,  must  have  originated  from 
an  intermixture  with  the  Siberians  and  other  Asiatics,  by  being  in  the 
vicinity  of  each  other.  For  we  know  that  as  we  approach  the  pole,  the 
north  of  Europe  and  Asia  terminate  in  a  point,  which  brings  the  Sibe- 
rians and  Laplanders  very  near  together. 

Besides  the  influence  of  heat  and  cold,  the  food,  the  manner  of  living 
and  hereditary  diseases  have  been  assigned,  by  naturalists,  as  the  cause  of 
the  black  color  of  the  skin.  But  it  is  enough  to  say  in  answer  to  the 
assignment  of  these  causes,  that  neither  heat  nor  cold,  food,  marmer  of 
living  or  hereditary  diseases,  have  exhibited  any  influence  in  blackening  or 
whitening  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  America.  The  same  is  true  of 
the  Asiatics  and  the  Australians  ;  the  color  of  the  Asiatics  and  Indians 
is  about  the  same  under  all  latitudes.  I  ought  here  to  except  the  in- 
habitants of  Turkey  in  Asia,  Armenia,  Persia  and  Arabia,  who  are  all 
of  a  lighter  color  than  the  rest  of  Asia  ;  but  who  have  manifestly  inter- 
mixed with  the  ancient  Romans   and   Grecians,  the   early  conquerors   of 
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these  nations  and  tlitiir  governors  for  many  years  ;  and  who  have  become 
wliitened  in  consn-qiience  of  iliis  inieniiixture.  The  mere  vicinity  of 
these  people  is  suffioienl  to  account  for  an  intermixture  of  blood. 

According  to  the  reasoning  of  Goldsmith  and  other  naturalists  upon 
the  subject  of  ihe  human  color,  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  siiould 
be  white.  They  live  in  a  temperate  climate,  the  most  so  of  any  on  the 
globe  ;  they  are  separated  very  far  from  all  other  parts  of  the  earth,  and 
every  external  circumstance  is  favora()le  to  the  production  of  a  while 
skin.  But  they  are  as  black  as  the  inhabitants  of  Sumatra  who  live  un- 
der the  equator.  These  external  causes  are  entirely  conjectural.  If 
more  proof  were  necessary  upon  this  subject,  it  may  be  found  in  the 
color  of  the  lower  animals.  Black  and  white  animals  are  found  equally 
under  all  the  habitable  latitudes  of  the  globe.  As  many  white  animals 
of  almost  every  name  and  nature  are  found  imder  the  equator,  as  in  the 
temperate  zon^s  ;  and  as  many  black  animals  in  the  temperate  as  in  the 
torrid  zone.  If  the  sun,  then,  has  no  influence  in  determining  the  color 
of  the  lower  animals,  why  should  it  in  the  human  species? 

One  of  the  many  speculations  in  which  natural  historians  have  indulg- 
ed upon  the  subject  of  the  human  color,  is  contained  in  Goldsmith's  Ani- 
mated Nature.  Vol.  II.,  page  19.  "  Not  to  enter  into  a  matter  of  very 
remote  Sfieculation,"  says  this  author,  "  I  think  one  argun)ent  will  suffice 
to  show  that  the  white  man  is  the  original  source  from  which  all  the  other 
varieties  have  sprung.  We  have  frequently  seen  white  children  produced 
from  black  parents,  but  have  never  seen  a  black  offspring  the  production  of 
two  whites.  From  hence  we  inay  conclude,  that  whiteness  is  the  color 
to  which  mankind  naturally  tends  ;  for  as  in  the  tulip,  the  parent  stock  is 
known  by  all  the  artificial  varieties  breaking  into  it,  so  in  man,  that 
color  must  be  original  which  never  alters,  and  to  which  all  the  rest  are 
accidentally  seen  to  change."  If  my  illustration  of  the  subject  be  cor- 
rect, that  the  color  of  man  is  the  result  of  the  operations  of  the  animal 
economy  alone,  independent  of  external  agents,  this  speculation  would 
prove  tlie  reverse  of  what  Goldsmith  intended.  If  whites  are  never 
known  to  produce  blacks,  the  plain  inferente  is  that  blacks  must  have 
existed  first,  and  theii's  have  been  the  original  color.  But,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  theory  of  Goldsmith  is,  that  men  have  become  black  by  the 
force  of  external  agents.  A  truly  powerful  agency  this,  to  blacken  and 
keep  in  blackness  500,000,000  of  the  human  species,  out  of  the 
800,000,000  who  are  estimated  to  inhabit  the  earth  !  A  fearful  anta- 
gonist power  to  oppose  to  any  physical  tendency  which  the  black  race 
have  ever  manifested  to  become  white  !  What  chance  does  the  human 
race,  in  general,  stand  against  so  great  odds  ?  Is  not  the  danger  fearfully 
great  that  mankind  will  become  totally  black  ?  The  blacks  and  whites 
are  now  as  three  to  two  !  Will  not  the  force  of  these  external  agents 
always  remain  the  same,  and  although  by  conquest  and  extermination  the 
whites  may  succeed  in  establishing  their  own  color,  will  not  the  force  of 
the  outward  elements  finally  triumph  ?  It  signifies  but  little  that  man 
WHS  created  white,  if  external  nature  is  so  strong  against  him.     Upon  the 
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theory  of  Goldsmith,  I  am  afraid  the  elements  will  finally  triumj)h,  and 
turn  all  our  posterity  to  a  totally  black  color ! 

The  instances  to  which  Goldsmith  refers,  where  black  parents  have 
jiroduced  white  children,  are  extraordinary  physical  phenomena.  If  two 
of  them  should  ever  come  together,  their  ofTspring  would  probably  return 
\o  the  original  black  color.  They  are  called  albinos,  and  no  instances  of 
iheir  marriage  and  (jfFspring  have,  to  my  knowledge,  been  recorded.  Un- 
less their  ofispiing  continued  to  be  while,  suci)  instances  would  prove  no- 
thing more  than  that  nature  has  only  stepped  aside,  as  she  has  in  a  thou- 
sand other  instances,  only  to  return  to  the  old  track.* 

One  color  is  as  natural  to  man  as  another,  and  a  common  original  color 
can  only  be  produced  by  the  composition  of  all  the  different  colors  which 
diversify  mankind.  It  is  quite  as  puerile  to  contend  about  the  superiority 
of  any  [)articular  color  of  the  skin,  as  to  its  inherent  beauty  or  naturalness, 
as  about  the  color  of  the  hair  or  the  eyes.  Familiarity  reconciles  us  to 
the  lesser  diversities  which  exist  among  the  species,  and  knowledge  of 
each  otiier  pronounces  them  of  no  moment;  will  not  time  and  knowledge 
also  reconcile  us  to  those  which  we  conceive  to  be  the  greater  differences  ? 
Since  nature  produces  so  great  a  variety  of  shapes  and  colors  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  individuals  of  our  species,  and  will  continue  to  [)roduce  them 
in  spile  of  our  repugnances  or  preferences,  it  would  seem  to  be  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  submit  to  her  decrees,  and  to  learn  to  appreciate  the  variety 
as  well  as  the  unilbrmity  of  her  operations. 

[To  be  concluded  next  week.] 


SMALLPOX   AT   PORTO   CABELLO. 

[In  the  Journal  of  the  22d  of  May  last,  a  brief  notice  was  given  of  the 
existence  of  smallpox  at  Porto  Cabello,  in  a  letter  to  the  editor  from  W. 
T.  Mann,  Esq.,  resident  at  that  place.  We  have  received  a  more  par- 
ticular account  of  the  epidemic  from  Dr.  Lacombe,  Port  Physician  of  the 
city,  the  principal  part  of  which  is  given  below.  It  will  be  seen  that  he 
satisfactorily  explains  the  circumstance,  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  of  the 
disease  being  called  varicella  by  the  faculty  on  its  first  appearance.  We 
shall  be  pleased  to  receive  the  additional  papers  to  which  Dr.  L.  alludes.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  smallpox  existed  since  the  middle  of  last  year  in  several  neigh- 
boring islands,  particularly  in  St.  Thomas,  and  also  on  the  Continent  at 
Maracaibo.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  directions  of  the  wind  would 
bring  us  the  dreaded  disease,  and  long  before  the  occurrence  1  had  publicly 
manifested  that  opinion.  In  fact,  the  small  rains  we  experienced  here 
from  December  last  till  the  month  of  April,  creating  an  extraordinary 
cold  dampness,  combined  with  a  cloudy  atmospheric  heat  of  82  degs. 
Fahrenheit   through    the  day,  were  the  exact  combinations  that  generally 

*  1  do  not  conceive  albinos  to  be  a  lusus  naturas,  but  «  rare  physical  occurrence — an  illustration  of 
the  same  thing  which  takes  place  in  other  species  o(  animals — an  instance  of  ihe  occurrence  of  op- 
posite colors  in  the  offsprins:  of  the  same  stock,  as  a  while  and  a  black  colt  from  the  same  parentage 
of  a  red  color  ;  or  as  a  black  and  a  white  lamb  from  Ihe  same  white  moilier  and  Talher.  The  rarity 
of  its  occurrence  in  the  human  species  has,  no  doubt,  originated  the  idea  that  it  is  a  freak  of  nature. 
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produce  eruptive  diseases  of  all  sorts  in  these  climates.  Some  of  our  first 
authorities  here  have  charged  my  predecessor  in  office,  who  left  this 
place  in  January  last,  with  havint^  permitted  a  passenger  of  the  Schooner 
Susanna,  from  St.  Thomas,  to  land  with  the  smallpox  in  a  state  of  dessic- 
cation,  in  November  last,  and  they  believe  the  contagion  has  been  intro- 
duced to  this  place  through  that  channel.  As  1  was  not  then  in  Puerto 
Cabello,  I  cannot  state  the  truth  of  the  discussed  and  contradicted  state- 
ment, but  admitting,  at  the  same  time,  tliat  the  contact  from  person  to 
person  is  a  direct  line  to  communicate  and  spread  the  smallpox. 

It  is  a  common  observation,  that  when  the  smallpox  is  to  present  itself 
in  a  population  in  an  epidemic  form,  for  a  certain  period  previous  the 
eruptive  diseases  known  by  the  names  of  varicella,  chickenpox,  parnphi- 
gus  varioloides,  &;c.  &-C.,  will  at  first  present  themselves  and  spread  before 
a  true  case  of  smallpox  will  be  met  with  by  the  practitioner.  Such  has 
been  th.e  case  in  this  city  ;  for  the  first  cases  of  varicella  were  known  to 
us  here  from  the  first  days  of  December,  but  it  was  only  on  the  20th  of 
February  last  that  we,  the  practitioners  of  the  city,  recorded  the  first 
case  of  real  smallpox,  from  which  date  new  cases  presented  themselves 
dail}'^,  at  the  same  time  that  the  different  classes  of  varicella  continued  to 
spread.  The  much-respected  American  Consul,  Franklin  Litchfield, 
Esq.,  whose  family  I  attend,  never  had  a  single  case  of  real  smallpox  in 
liis  house,  but  it  is  true  to  state  he  had  eight  cases  of  varicella  of  different 
sorts,  which  I  treated  with  mild  remedies,  as  they  presented  no  danger. 
Knowing  the  danger  in  which  the  population  was  laboring  under  (ihe 
greatest  number  unvaccinated  then),  I  proposed  to  the  Cliief  Magistrate 
of  this  place  to  divide  the  city  in  shares  to  each  practitioner,  and  to  order 
them  to  go  from  house  to  house  to  vaccinate  every  person.  This  was 
adopted,  and  carried  through  in  about  six  days,  and  the  violence  of  the 
epiriemy  was  checked  from  the  beginning  by  this  measure.  However, 
some  of  the  lowest  classes  escaped  vaccination,  either  from  ignorance  or 
prejudice,  and  those  were  the  victims,  for  the  vaccinated  would  catch 
the  varicella  and  run  no  danger  of  losing  life,  while  those  that  were  not  vac- 
cinated were  taken  with  the  smallpox,  in  most  cases  confluent  or  malignant, 
and  would  die  at  the  rate  of  four  out  of  six,  although  we  employed  the 
most  active  treatment,  combined  with  the  best  known  practice,  and  our 
own  knowledge  of  the  climate  and  habits  of  the  people. 

The  population  of  the  port  and  city  of  Puerto  Cabello  is  only  3700  ; 
the  population  of  the  rest  of  the  County,  on  a  large  surface  of  land, 
2300 — making  a  total  of  6000  souls  (official  number)  for  the  whole 
County  and  city  of  Puerto  Cabello.  The  smallpox  has  not  spread  in  the 
vicinities  of  the  city  and  port.  The  deaths  (official  number),  from  the 
appearance  of  the  first  cases  of  varicella  up  to  this  date,  are  only  73,  of 
whom  1 1  were  in  the  city  and  62  at  the  "  Degredo  "  or  smallpox  hos- 
pital established  out  of  town  for  the  poor  or  laboring  classes.  I  am 
happy  to  add  that  there  hardly  remain  three  cases  in  the  city  at  present, 
and  twenty  at  the  "  Degredo,"  or  out-of-town  hospital,  almost  all  of 
them  out  of  danger,  giving  us  hopes  to  see  the  scourge  soon  away  from 
us,  by  the  new  measures  I  have  been  specially  charged  to  carry  through. 
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I  win  very  soon   send  you   some  extracts  from  the  history  and  course  of 
the  epidemy  from  its  beginning,  together  with  my  practical  or  clinical  ob- 
servations, treatment,  &.c.  he,  whicli  I  am  about  preparing  for  the  medi- 
cal faculty  of  Caraccas.  Yours,  very  respectfully, 
June  30,  1844.  A.  Lacombe,  M.D. 

Health  and  Fort  Physician  of  Puerto  Cabello,  Venezuela. 


BELLADONNA,   IN   VARIOUS  DISEASES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jonrnal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  pleasure,  in  late  Nos.  of  your  valu- 
able Journal,  articles  on  the  use  of  belladonna,  as  prophylactic  in  scarla- 
tina, and  for  tlie  cure  of  dysmenorrhcea  and  neuralj^ia,  and  have  tliought 
that  my  experience  with  this  valuable  drug  might  be  of  interest  to  your 
readers.  If  your  opinion  coincides  with  mine,  this  sheet  is  at  your  ser- 
vice for  publication. 

Case  I. — Myosis.  This  was  a  case  of  scrofulous  ophthalmia,  of 
twelve  years'  standing,  with  nebula  of  the  cornea.  After  the  removal 
of  the  nebula,  the  pupil  remained  permanently  closed,  not  larger  than  the 
head  of  a  small  pin.  Sight  but  faintly  restored  by  the  removal  of  the 
nebula.  Diluted  tincture  of  belladonna,  one  drop  to  the  eye,  twice  a 
day,  restored  the  powers  of  dilatation  to  the  pupil,  and  consequent  restora- 
tion of  vision. 

II.—  Premature  Pains.  Seventh  month  of  pregnancy.  Patient  accus- 
tomed to  abortion.  Examination  per  vaginam  showed  the  uterus  to  be 
operated  upon  spasmodically.  Bleeding,  pediluviuin,  opium,  morphine, 
camphor,  hyoscyami,  gum  assafoetida,  all  failed  to  give  relief.  The  nar- 
cotics were  used  in  large  doses.  A  pledget  of  cotton,  dipped  in  a  saturat- 
ed tincture  of  belladonna,  quieted  the  uterine  action  in  twenty  minutes. 

P.  S. — Patient  accustomed  to  the  use  of  opium. 

111. — Return  of  the  same  complaint  to  the  same  patient.  Gave  ten 
drops  by  the  mouth,  with  like  success. 

IV. — Prophylactic  Poivers  tested.  Three  children,  aged  respectively 
2,  4  and  9,  exposed  to  contagion  of  scarlatina.  Gave  of  twelve  drops 
of  the  tincture,  diluted  with  one  ounce  of  rain  water,  three  drops  thrice  a 
day  to  the  youngest ;  and  increased  the  dose  one  drop  for  each  year,  to 
the  older.  The  two  youngest  children  removed  from  the  house.  Three 
days  after,  the  child  aged  4  years  was  attacked  with  scarlatina  maligna. 
Seven  days  after,  child  aged  9  attacked  with  the  anginosa  variety  ;  and 
nineteen  days  after,  the  remaining  child  attacked  with  the  same  variety. 
The  use  of  the  belladonna  was  continued  through  the  whole  course  of 
the  disease.  The  cure  of  these  cases  was  the  quickest  and  most  perfect 
of  any  that  I  had  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic,  with  the  same 
violence  of  attack. 

V. — Forty  drops  of  the  tincture,  in  one  and  a  half  ounce  of  water, 
was  given  to  six  individuals  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  scarlatina,  in  the 
following    doses.      To    two    adulis,    ten    drops    thrice    a    day.      Infant 
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three  inonilis  old,  one  drop  twice  a  day.  To  three  children,  ai^ed  re- 
spectively 2,  4  ai;d  7,  three  drops  to  the  first,  five  to  the  second,  and  nine 
to  the  third.  Continued  t!ie  use  some  twenty  days.  All  escaped,  and 
the  only  family,  exposed  to  contagion,  in  the  hounds  of  my  ride. 

VI. — Quarter  of  a  grain  of  the  extract  was  given  three  times  a  day 
to  a  boy  aged  4  years,  and  the  same  quantity  to  a  babe  10  months  old, 
twice  a  day.  The  fourth  day  the  boy  was  attacked.  Disease  light, 
yielded  easily  to  medicine.  Babe  escaped.  (Two  children  of  another 
family,  under  the  same  roof,  died  with  this  disease,  at  the  same  time. 
Drug  not  used.) 

VII. — Pertussis.     Two  cases — afforded  great  relief  to  the  patients. 

VIII. — Midunfery.  Premature  delivery.  Six  and  a  half  months 
<:one.  Called  twelve  hours  after  birth  of  foetus,  to  deliver  placenta. 
Placenta  adhered.  Uterus  collapsed  upon  the  same.  Could  not  dilate 
the  OS  tincae  with  my  finger.  Used  the  ungt.  belladonna  to  the  os  and 
neck.  In  thirty  minutes  the  uterus  was  dilatable.  Delivered  with  the 
blunt  hook.     Patient  had  a  quick  recovery. 

IX. — Midwifery.  Protracted  labor;  rigidity  of  the  os  tincae  ;  alarm- 
ing hiccough  and  vomiting,  with  sudden  cessation  of  expulsive  pains. 
The  slightest  touch  of  the  finger  to  the  os,  or  pressure  of  the  child  from 
change  of  position,  would  induce  the  hiccough  and  increase  the  vomiting. 
Applied  the  ungt.  to  the  os  lincse.  In  five  minutes  (he  hiccough  censed, 
the  vomiting  soon  followed,  the  rigidity  relaxed,  and  the  patient  fell  into 
a  quiet  sleep.  With  the  aid  of  savin  and  ergot,  in  an  hour  and  a  half 
the  patient  was  delivered. 

Iti  several  cases  of  neuralgia,  I  have  used  this  article,  both  the  extract 
and  tincture,  and  ungt.,  without  success.  In  one  case  of  opacity  of  cornea, 
when  I  recommended  the  operation  for  artificial  pupil,  the  patient  would 
use  the  tincture  diluted.  I  have  not  seen  him  since,  but  have  learned 
that  he  experienced  great  relief  to  his  impaired  vision.  Most  probably 
his  pupils  were  preternaturally  contracted,  similar  to  Case  I. 

1  submit  these  cases,  without  note  or  comment,  merely  stating  that  in 
my  materia  medica  there  is  no  more  potent  drug  than  the  Atropa 
Belladonna.  Yours  respectfully,  R.  P.  Stevens. 

Climax  Prairie,  Mich.,  June  17,  1844. 

P.  S. — In  nem-algia  from  reflex-motory  action,  would  not  the  bella- 
donna be  of  benefit  ?  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  in  those  cases  where  it 
has  been  successful,  they  have  been  of  this  character. 


ANOM.\LIES   OF   THE   TEETH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Seeing  a  nimiber  of  articles  in  your  Journal  in  relation  to 
the  teeth,  I  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  a  short  one  on  "  Anomalies  of 
the  Teeth." 

The  permanent    teeth  complete  their  growth  at  about  the  age  of  21 
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years.  Anomalies,  however,  sometinjes  occur — first,  in  the  number  of 
the  teeth,  and  sometimes  in  an  entire  deficiency  of  teeth  in  the  jaw.  Mr. 
Fox  mentions  a  number  of  cases  in  which  the  teeth  were  entirely  defi- 
cient. Pliny  has  mentioned  a  curious  case,  which  was  that  of  Pyrrhus, 
Kincr  of  Epirus,  in  whom  all  the  crowns  were  united. 

The  period  at  which  the  teeth  appear,  varies  much.  Instances  are 
recorded  of  children  that  have  been  born  with  teeth.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  have  heard  of  instances  where  the  teeth  have  not  appeared  for  a 
number  of  years.  A  young  child,  nine  and  half  months  of  age,  in  this 
town,  has  twelve  teeth — their  growtli  entirely  completed.  In  one  in- 
stance I  inserted  four  teeth  for  a  lady  40  years  of  age  (two  central  and 
two  lateral  incisors).  Three  months  after  they  were  inserted,  she  had 
the  plate  removed  ;  four  months  after  that  time,  she  had  a  complete  set  of 
natural  teeth. 

Another  case  is  at  present  under  my  observation.  A  young  lady,  22 
years  old,  called  on  me  some  months  since,  and  had  a  cuspid  or  eye 
tooth  put  in  on  plate.  A  few  days  ago  she  called  at  my  office,  and  re- 
quested me  to  Aisten  the  plate  in,  as  it  continually  got  loose.  On  inspec- 
tion, I  found  a  new  cuspid  making  its  appearance,  where  it  should  have 
been  twelre  years  ago.  J.  R.  Dillingham. 

Lynn,  July  12,  1844. 
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BOSTON,    JULY    24,     184  4. 


The  Watering  Seaso7i. — As  countries  advance  in  civilization  and  social 
refinemeni,  the  inhabitants  become  the  victims  of  numerous  physical 
ills,  which  were  unknown  to  those  who  first  subdued  the  forest  and  sub- 
sisted by  the  labor  of  their  own  hands  on  the  newly-cultivated  soil.  If 
the  race  has  deteriorated  in  body,  no  one  will  pretend  to  deny  that  the 
present  ape  is  marked  by  great  activity  of  intellect.  At  no  period  in  the 
history  of  mankind,  have  such  vast  displays  of  mind  been  exhibited,  as  at 
the  present  day.  All  nature  is  put  under  contribution  for  the  gratification 
or  convenience  of  men.  The  elements  are  the  ministers  of  their  plea- 
sure. With  fire  and  water,  two  of  the  mightiest  antagonizing  forces  yet 
discovered,  mountains  are  overturned,  and  rivers  diverted  from  their  an- 
cient channels,  that  man  may  ride  over  the  earth  with  a  velocity  far 
greater  than  was  ever  attained  at  any  former  period.  The  work  is  still 
progressing  :  new  schemes  have  been  devised,  and  the  powers  now  in  ex- 
ercise will  achieve  results,  that  may  lead  to  further  marvel  and  as- 
tonishment. 

All  this,  however,  brings  a  direct  tax  upon  the  brain  and  nervous  sys- 
tem, producing  changes  perhaps  as  extraordinary  as  the  mechanical  revo- 
lutions effected  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  New  diseases  are  developed, 
and  a  variety  of  phases  are  assumed  by  the  same  malady,  unknown  to 
the  practitioners  of  the  olden  time. 


504  Progress  oj  Surgery  in  China. 

A  remedy  is  not  always  to  be  found  in  the  materia  medica,  for  the 
modern  train  of  nervous  atTeclions.  The  medicine,  most  beneficial,  per- 
haps consists  in  temporary  rest  from  usual  labor,  and  the  contemplation 
of  new  objects,  under  an  aspect  differing  from  that  to  which  the  invalid  is 
most  accustomed.  A  kind  Providence  has  anticipated  this  peculiar  con- 
dition of  things,  and  natural  wonders  and  beauties  can  be  easily  reached 
and  admired,  and  natural  fountains  gush  out  from  the  earth  to  delight  the 
weary  traveller  and  to  heal  his  many  infirmities. 

We  are  fully  aware  of  the  influence  of  fashion  in  regard  to  watering 
places  ;  and  we  are  also  familiar  with  the  fact,  that  of  the  thousands  who 
lounge  away  the  summer  in  the  cool  retreats  in  the  neighborhood  of  these 
delightful  places,  comparatively  few  care  much  for  the  water.  That,  how- 
ever, is  of  little  or  no  consequence.  It  is  a  medicine,  and  a  potent  one,  too, 
to  go  to  the  Springs.  Some  consider  it  of  no  consequence  whatever,  with 
respect  to  the  quality  of  the  water  visited — the  goiiig  there,  in  itself,  being 
the  natural  remedy,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  character  of  the  disease. 
All  invalids,  capable  of  the  exertion,  are  doubtless  invigorated  by  the  trip  : 
the  scenery  on  the  way,  so  new,  and  perhaps  striking,  either  for  grandeur 
or  quiet  repose,  changes  the  cerebral  currents,  quickens  the  sensorial  ope- 
rations, and  infuses  a  thrill  and  new  sensations  into  a  sluggish,  snail- 
moving  body.  Then,  again,  the  concentration  of  strangers,  their  habits, 
differing  from  one's  own,  the  novel  sights  that  seem  to  appertain  to  all 
the  celebrated  pools,  either  here  or  in  Europe,  rouse  the  dormant  energies 
of  the  spectator,  and  quicken  him  into  activity  of  both  mind  and  body. 
The  proper  use  of  the  waters,  however,  under  suitable  directions,  should 
never  be  neglected. 

We  approve,  therefore,  of  visiting  mineral  springs,  even  were  a  single 
drop  never  swallowed  from  the  fountains,  for  the  philosophical  reasons 
here  adduced.  For  mere  melancholy — for  the  purpose  of  resting  from 
protracted  fatigue,  and  for  being  stimulated  rationally  through  the  or- 
gans of  hearing,  seeing  and  tasting,  we  earnestly  recommend  that  all 
who  find  pleasure  in  geographical,  geological,  gastronomical,  and  intel- 
lectual variety,  should  go  to  some  of  our  many  springs,  with  a  full  confi- 
dence in  the  beneficial  effects  that  will  be  wrought  upon  them  by  the  com- 
bined influence  of  so  many  genial  forces. 


Progress  of  Surgery  in  China. — Our  very  distinguished  countryman, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Parker,  Missionary  Surgeon  at  Wampoa,  has  four  pupils 
who  are  studying  both  the  English  language  and  medicine.  Kwan  Taon, 
the  eldest  of  them,  has  operated  successfully  for  cataract,  upon  between 
twenty  and  thirty  persons  ;  and  in  one  instance,  extirpated  a  tumor  from 
a  woman's  shoulder,  weighing,  says  the  Missionary  Herald,  about  a  pound 
and  a  half.  The  patient,  treated  wholly  by  Kwan  Taon,. was  discharged 
well  in  ten  days.  This  young  operator  is  represented  as  commanding 
much  respect  among  his  countrymen,  and  is  moreover  esteemed,  by  all 
who  know  him,  for  his  correct  and  gentlemanly  deportment.  He  promises 
to  be  a  useful  man  and  a  blessing  to  his  country.  It  is  worth  remarking 
that  this  native  surgeon  professes  to  have  a  higher  aim  than  that  of  simply 
obtaining  wealth — the  great  and  prominent  df>siie  of  all  Chinese,  in  what- 
ever capacity  they  are  found.  When  he  shall  be  qualified,  according  to 
a  prescribed   standard,  it   is   presumed,  of  Dr.  Parker's,  it    will  be  his 
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choice,  he  says,  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  knowledge  he  is  acquirino- 
of  foreign  surgery  and  medicine,  to  other  cities  and  other  provinces  of 
tlie  celestial  empire. 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  nine  patients  were  admitted  into  the 
Missionary  Hospital  from  July,  1843,  to  January  1,  1844.  Cases  of  un- 
surpassed interest  are  continually  presenting,  and  the  treatment  continues 
to  be  equally  successful.  The  institution  is  constantly  gaining  upon  the 
confidence  of  the  Chinese  of  all  ranks  and  conditions. 

Yu,  the  late  Kwang  Chowfoo,  being  about  to  visit  the  Emperor,  sub- 
mitted to  the  removal  of  a  tumor  behind  the  ear,  with  the  knife.  He  sub- 
sequently went  to  Dr.  Parker's  house  to  have  the  wound  dressed,  and 
once  accepted  an  invitation  to  breakfast.  He  expressed  his  opinions  with 
great  freedom,  discovering,  by  his  conversation,  a  mind  much  in  advance 
•of  his  countrymen  generally.  The  Imperial  High  Commissioner,  Ke 
Ying,  also  availed  himself  of  the  benefits  of  the  Missionary  Hospital. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  American  Consul's  presenting  his  credentials,  at 
an  interview  with  their  Excellencies  the  Commissioners,  Ke  Yino-  con- 
sulted Dr.  Parker  in  person,  having  done  so  previously  by  proxy. 


Practical  Medicine. — Part  8  of  the  Cyclopaedia  of  Practical  Medicine 
is  abroad  in  good  season.  Punctuality  does  wonders  in  business,  and  we 
^re  happy  to  express  our  gratification  with  the  promptitude  of  Messrs. 
Lea  &  Blanchard  in  regard  to  the  appearance  of  this  admirable  produc- 
tion. What  its  real  success  may  be  in  obtaining  subscribers,  is  not  known 
here  ;  that  a  great  number  of  copies  should  be  taken  throughout  New 
England,  is  the  conviction  of  all  who  are  familiar  with  the  merits  of  the 
work. 


Castleto7i  Medical  College. — At  the  close  of  the  spring  session  of  Cas- 
tleton  Medical  College,  on  the  19lh  ult.,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
was  conferred  upon  the  following  gentlemen  : — Samuel  Avery,  of  N.  Y.  ; 
G.  W.  Bromly,  Vt. ;  Wm.  H.  Beardsley,  N.  Y. ;  Wellman  M.  Burbank, 
Mass.  ;  Josiah  H.  Cleveland,  N.  Y. ;  Asa  B.  Cook,  N.  Y.  ;  Delos  A. 
Crane,  N.  Y. ;  Chauncy  Coston,  N.  Y.  ;  Olin  G.  Dyar,  Vt.  ;  Charles 
Downes,  Vt. ;  Wm.  W.  Finch,  N.  Y.  ;  Olivier  Geroux,  Canada  ;  Silas 
0.  Gleason,  Vt.  ;  Sam'l  H.  Griswold,  Vt. ;  Wm.  W.  Goldsmith,  N.  Y.  ; 
Homer  Hard,  Vt.  ;  Wm.  Hayden,  Pa. ;  Algernon  S.  Houghton,  Vt.  ; 
Jonas  Humphrey,  Vt. ;  Wesley  Humphrey.  N.  Y  ;  John  M.  Howe, 
N.  Y.  ;  Henry  B.  Kelley,  N.  Y. ;  Albugence  W.  Kingsley,  N.  Y.  ; 
Henry  W.  Leach,  Vt. ;  Fayette  P.  Mason,  Vt.  ;  George  W.  M'Carty, 
Vt. ;  George  W.  Miller,  Vt. ;  Erastus  Newman,  Vt.  ;  Oliver  S.  Newell, 
Canada  ;  John  M.  Parsons,  N.  Y.  ;  Moses  Porter,  Vt.  ;  John  A.  Ray- 
mond, Vt.;  Edward  Thorne,  N.  Y.  ;  Joseph  C.  WickofT,  N.  Y.— 34. 

The  session,  in  all  respects,  is  said  to  have  been  far  more  prosperous 
than  any  which  has  preceded  it — the  number  of  students  in  attendance, 
as  we  learn  by  the  catalogue,  being  130. 

The  delegates  of  the  Vermont  Medical  Society  to  the  College,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Allen  and  A.  G.Dana,  in  their  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
represent  the  examination  of  the  graduates  to  have  been  highly  satisfac- 
tory. They  also  speak  of  various  improvements  which  have  been  made 
in  the  difTerent  departments,  and  of  the  general  good  and  flourishing 
condition  of  the  school. 
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The  Botaiiic  Physicians  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  held  a  meeting  on  ihe  6ih 
inst.,  at  which  resolutions  were  passed  in  reference  to  the  recent  legisla- 
tive enactments  respecting  medical  practice.  They  represent  the  Legis- 
lature as  having  been  actuated  allogelher  in  the  matter  by  a  conviction 
"of  the  importance  and  value  of  the  reformed  medical  practice,"  and  they 
accordingly  pass  resolutions  of  thanks  for  this  special  mark  of  favor. 
This  is  well  enough,  and  what  might  have  been  expected  ;  but  the  resolu- 
tions which  follow,  renouncing  all  connection  professionally  with  mineral 
practitioners,  as  they  call  them,  and  declining  under  any  circumstances 
to  consult  with  them,  although  likewise  characteristic,  are  absurd  and  de- 
ceptive, and  must  have  appeared  so  even  to  those  who  voted  for  them. 


CEsophagotomy. — An  operation  for  opening  the  oesophagus  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  stomach  witli  food,  was  performed  by  Dr.  John  Wat- 
son, of  this  city,  on  the  12th  of  February  last.  The  patient  was  a  young 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who  had  been  for  some  months  laboring 
under  stricture  of  the  ossophagus.  For  some  two  months  subsequent  to 
the  operation,  the  case  gave  promise  of  permanent  relief.  Subsequently 
however  the  disease,  which  was  of  a  tuberculous  nature,  extended  to  the 
larynx,  rendering  an  opening  into  the  trachea  necessary.  The  patient  sur- 
vived this  last  operation  about  a  week  ;  and  he  finally  died  on  the  14th 
of  May,  of  the  extension  of  inflammation  to  the  chest.  The  present,  we 
believe,  is  the  first  instance  in  which  the  operation  of  oesophagotomy  has 
ever  been  performed  for  any  other  purpose  than  the  extraction  of  foreign 
substances  from  the  gullet;  and  it  is  the  fourth  authentic  case,  in  which 
it  has  been  performed  for  any  purpose.  For  more  than  three  months,  alt 
the  food  that  this  patient  received  into  the  stomach,  was  supplied  through 
a  gum-elastic  tube.  The  extension  of  disease  to  the  air  passages  may 
be  looked  upon  as  incidental  ;  and  had  it  not  ensued,  there  is  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  patient's  life  might  have  been  preserved. — New  York 
Journal  of  Medicine. 


Excision  of  the  Teeth. — Dr.  Smethurst  narrates  a  case  in  the  London 
Lancet,  where  excision  of  a  tooth,  a  natural  one  being  pivoted  on  the 
fang,  was  followed  by  violent  inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  injured 
part,  attended  with  oedema  of  the  whole  head  and  face,  and  of  the  interior 
of  the  mouth  and  tongue,  so  that  the  patient  was  in  danger  of  suffocation. 
Intense  febrile  excitement  was  also  present.  Bleeding,  calomel  and  ace- 
tate of  morphia  relieved  the  attack,  and,  after  a  time,  the  pivoted  tooth 
could  be  removed,  when  a  discharge  of  pus  and  blood  took  place,  with 
considerable  relief.  Ultimately  the  health  was  restored,  and  the  lost  tooth 
made  good  with  a  real  one  fixed  with  gold  wires,  which  did  not  occasion 
any  inconvenience  whatever. — Medical  Times. 


Western  Enterprise. — We  have  been  shown  a  specimen  of  "  A  Practical 
Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,"  by  Dr.  N.  Worcester,  of  Cincinnati, 
which  is  to  be  issued  in  one  volume  by  Thomas  Cowperihwait  &  Co., 
Philadelphia,  and  Desilver  &  Burr,  Cincinnati.  The  treatise  will  com- 
prise about  300  pages,  and  will  be  accompanied  by  sixty  colored  figures. 
An  extensive  formulary  will  also  be  added.     The  text  is  compiled  mainly 
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from  the  works  of  Alibert.  Cazenave,  Schedel,  Bielt,  &cc.,  the  figures  se- 
lected from  Willan,  Bale.nan,  Thompson.  Rayer,  and  Baumes.  Of  l^r. 
Worcester's  competency  to  this  task,  we  do  not  entertain  a  doubt,  and  we 
think  he  will  be  doing  an  essential  service  to  the  profession.  A  treatise, 
such  as  he  proposes  making  this,  is  greatly  needed.  The  specimen 
before  us  consists  of  drawings  only,  and  they  look  exceedingly  well.       _ 

Dr.  Lawson,  of  Cincinnati  (recently  appointed  to  a  professorship  m 
Transylvania  University)  is  republishing,  with  additions,  Hope's  "  l"'J^'ra- 
tions  of  Morbid  Anatomy."  It  is  to  be  issued  in  four  parts,  one  of  which 
has  appeared.  This  work  is  especially  valuable  on  account  of  its  beauti- 
fully-colored  drawings,  and  we  bespeak  for  it,  what  it  should  not  fail  to 
have,  a  welcome  reception  by  the  profession  in  the  West.  It  is  printed 
for  subscribers  only. —  Western  Journal. 


Medical  Miscellany.— Ai  the  commencement  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
..ylvania,  last  week,  the  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  six  graduates 
and  the  honorary  degree  on  Dr.  Nathaniel  Green,  of  Danville.  Va.,  and 
Dr.  O.  G.  Hamblelon,  of  Pittsylvania,  Va.— Dr.  Miiuer,  of  Philadelphia, 
reports  an  interestinir  case  of  cheiloplastic  operation  in  the  last  N"-/^'  ^"6 
Medical  Examiner  of  that  city.  A  cancerous  affection  pervaded  the  en- 
tire lower  lip,  which  was  removed,  and  a  new  lip  formed,  with  success, 
by  integuments  from  beneath. -Dr.  E.  A.  Theller,  the  celebrated  Cana- 
dian pauiol,  whose  escape  from  the  citadel  of  Quebec  some  years  since, 
was  an  extraordinary  affair,  is  now  President  of  the  Foiner  Community 
at  Clarkson.  N.  Y.— A  colored  woman,  in  N^w  York,  recently  gave  birth 
to  two  boys  and  two  girls— all  doing  well.— Elder  Harvey,  a  BapUst 
minister,  residing  at  Frankfort,  near  Uiica,  N.  Y.,  is  109  years  old.  His 
sight  and  hearing  are  good,  and  he  still  labors  in  the  field. 

Books,  &c.,RECF.ivKn.— Vol.  3  of  Dr.  Paine's  Medical  and  Physiological  Com- 
mentaries ;  CyclopiEdia  of  Practical  Medicine-No.  8  ;  Dr  Cifreo's  "Mf'""';;^ 
s.ir  le  Staphvlome  Con.co-Diaphane  de  la  Cornee."  &c.;  a  Sermon  on  the  Heath 
of  Dr.  J.  C.  Prescott;  the  Circulars  of  the  Transylvania,  Jefferson  and  Castleton 
Medical  Schools;  Transactions  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society. 


To  CoRRFSPONDKNTs.— Some  statements  relative  to  the  late  suit,  for  malprac- 
tice acrainst  Dr.  Colby,  will  be  inserted  next  week.  Also  the  conclusion  of  the 
papers%f  Drs.  Allen  and  Slack,  and  the  reply  of  Cyclops  to  the  criticisms  of 
Ar-rus  Dr.  Tebbetts's  case  is  on  file  for  insertion.  The  article  on  tobacco,  be- 
fore acknowledged,  will  be  reserved  for  the  first  No.  of  next  volume. 

~MARRiKn,-Tn  Dedham,  Dr.  James  M.  Aldrich,  of  Fall  River,  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Allen.-At  Upper  Middletown,  Ct.,  Richard  Warner,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Mary 
Gaylord. ■ 

Died,- At  Philadelphia,  Dr.  John  C.  Otto,  in  his  70th  year.- At  New  Haven, 
Conn.  Francis  Y.  Olmsted,  M.D.,  eldest  son  of  Prof.  O.,  of  \a.e  College,  and  re- 
cently Assistant  Physician  in  the  Hartford  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  aged  25. 

Number  ofdeaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  e...li..g  July  2n,  46.-M«les,  24 ;  FemHles,  22.     Slillborn,  3. 

lock-iaw.l-dysentery,  ]-n.masnius,.3-r.holeia  inl.nilnm,  3-di!^ease  of  he  ^plne,  l-a.ieuusm  of 
heaoru  l-,oUo„,  l-,iro,,sy  in  .he  brain,  5-H,.oplexy,  l-inflHn..,.a.,on  of  the  lunes  1-1.  ng 
fever,  l-«crofuU,  l-teeU,ing,  l-inflamn.alion  of  the  stomach,    1-tumor,  1-cancer,  2-child-bed,  1 

"under 5  ;7a"",''n-b;tween  .5  and  20  years,  6-bel^veen  20  and  60  years,  21-over  60  year»,  2. 
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On  the  Cure  of  Hydrocele  by  Iodine  Injections.  By  Professor 
Velpeac. — There  are  few  surgical  operations  so  easy,  so  simple,  and 
which  need  less  preparation  ;  in  what,  in  fact,  does  it  consist  ?  Of  a 
puncture,  and  the  injection  of  a  certain  quantity  of  liquid  ;  after  which 
the  patient  ntiay  be  abandoned  to  nature,  which,  in  general,  is  sufficient  to 
effect  a  cure.  I  have  operated  on  upwards  of  300  cases  of  liydrocele  ; 
in  my  wards  at  the  Charite  I  receive,  on  an  average,  from  30  to  40  pa- 
tients yearly,  and  operate,  at  least,  on  10  in  my  private  practice  annually  ; 
and  T  now  declare  that  I  never  had  a  case  in  lohich  the  consecutive  acci- 
dents could  he  attributed  to  the  iodine  injection.  A  patient,  it  is  true, 
died,  after  having  been  operated  on  ;  but  death  here  was  caused  by  inflam- 
mation and  purulent  infiltration  of  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  pelvis,  without 
communication  loith  the  tunica  vaginalis.  It  is,  therefore,  impossible  to 
attribute  this  to  the  operation  for  hydrocele  ;  nay,  what  is  more  extraor- 
dinary, especially  when  compared  with  similar  cases  in  which  the  vinous 
injection  was  made,  is  that,  on  one  occasion,  the  liquid,  instead  of  enter- 
ing the  cyst,  was  injected  in  the  cellular  tissue,  and  yet  did  not  produce 
sphacelus.  The  patients  are  cured  by  this  method,  on  an  average,  in  a 
fortnight,  and  I  never  witnessed  a  case  of  gangrene  or  suppuration  from 
its  use.  It  is  therefore  evident,  that  the  iodine  injection  produces  a  de- 
gree of  irritation  sufficient  to  cure  the  hydrocele,  but  does  not  produce  a 
suppurative  inflammation  ;  and  this  has  been  proved  by  experiments  on 
animals,  where  the  liquid  is  absorbed  without  causing  any  accidents. 
The  same  result  has  been  obtained  in  cysts  situated  in  other  parts  of  the 
body  ;  thus,  about  three  weeks  ago,  I  injected  one  on  the  neck,  and  the 
swelling  diminished  in  size,  li  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  I 
assert  that  the  iodine  injection  never  fails;  but  what  may  be  affirmed 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  is,  that  it  almost  always  succeeds,  failing 
only  once  in  sixty,  or  even  one  hundred  cases;  unfortunately  for  man- 
kind, we  have  but  few  remedies  so  certain  in  their  action.  This,  perhaps, 
may  be  attributed  to  the  formula  I  have  adopted.  To  resume,  therefore: 
the  advantages  of  this  method  are  : — 1st,  that  the  cure  is  almost 
always  obtained  ;  2d,  that  the  gangrene  does  not  take  place,  even  when 
the  injection  enters  the  cellular  tissue  ;  3d,  that  the  operation  is  sooner 
done  than  that  in  which  the  vinous  injection  is  employed,  since  it  is  not 
necessary  to  heat  the  liquid,  or  to  leave  it  a  certain  time  in  the  cyst,  &c. 
If,  after  the  operation,  you  wish  to  hasten  the  resolution,  the  patient  must 
be  treated  as  for  orchitis,  and  since  scarifications  with  a  lancet  are  useful 
in  the  latter,  they  will  equally  be  so  in  the  phlegmasia  which  follows  the 
injection.  In  the  generality  of  cases,  this,  however,  is  not  requisite,  th? 
patient  recovering  without  any  remedy  being  employed  ;  it,  perhaps,  takes 
eight  or  ten  days  before  he  is  quite  well,  but  this  is  not  of  much  impor- 
tance, as  his  sufferings  are  slight.  Finally,  I  have  remarked  that  the 
iodine  injection  is  a  powerful  discutient  when  hydrocele  is  complicated 
with  engorgement  of  the  testicle  or  of  the  epididymis. — London  Medical 
Times. 

The  formula  employed  by  Professor  Velpeau  is  the  following: — R. 
Tinct.  iodin.   3j-     Aquse  disiillatse,   3ij.     M. 

Cynara  in  Acute  Rheumatism. — Mr.  Copeland  confirms  the  statements 
made  by  Dr.  Badcleley  and  others,  of  the  value  of  the  cynara  iu  the  treat-, 
ment  of  acme  rheumatism. — Ibid. 
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FRACTURE    OF    THE     THIGH    BONE— THE     LATE    SUIT     AGAINST 

DR.   COLBY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  suit,  "  William  Nelson  vs.  Moses  F.  Colby,"  which  has 
been  long  pending  in  the  courts  of  this  County,  and  with  which  your 
readers  have  been  made  somewhat  acquainted,  is  at  last  ended  ;  and  pre- 
suming that  a  brief  statement  of  the  case,  and  its  result,  may  be  of  some 
interest  to  the  profession,  1  send  you  a  brief  outline,  not  at  this  time  at- 
tempting to  detail  the  testimony  which  has  been  put  into  the  case  on  the 
several  trials  which  have  been  had,  but  confining  myself  to  the  facts,  as 
finally  disclosed,  upon  post-mortem  examination  of  the  femur  in  dispute. 
The  cause  was  finally  disposed  of,  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  being  the 
first  day  of  the  term  of  Orleans  County  Court,  by  the  rendition  of  final 
judgment,  in  favor  of  Dr.  Colby,  entered  by  consent  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
without  trial,  the  defendant  waiving  his  costs,  for  the  purpose  of  thus 
ending  the  vexatious  and  tedious  controversy.  Thus  ended  an  almost 
seven  years'  contest,  by  the  voluntary  abandonment  of  his  suit  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecutor. 

Some  idea  of  the  position  of  the  suit  and  the  character  of  the  charges 
against  Dr.  C,  is  given  in  your  remarks  contained  in  the  Journal  of  May 
29th,  and  in  the  Note  from  Dr.  Barrett,  in  that  of  June  I9th.  From  the 
commimicationof  the  latter  gentleman,  it  will  be  seen  that  pending  the  suit 
Mrs.  Nelson  (the  subject  of  the  disputed  fracture)  deceased  ;  that  the  fe- 
mora were  taken  from  the  body,  committed  by  the  plaintiff  to  Dr.  Barrett, 
by  him  cleaned,  and  some  months  afterwards  delivered  to  the  custody  of 
Mr.  Andrus.  Since  the  post-mortem  examination,  no  trial  of  the  cause 
has  been  had  :  and  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  bones  have  con- 
tinued, exclusively,  in  the  hands  or  control  of  the  plaintiff  or  his  agents  ; 
that  the  defendant  has  had  no  opportunity  to  inspect  the  bones  since  the 
dissection.  Hence  I  send  you  the  statements  of  Drs.  Richmond,  Breadon 
and  Kendall,  and  O.  Newcomb,  Esq.,  who  were  present  at  the  post-mor- 
tem examination,  and  describe  the  peculiar  appearances  of  the  right 
thigh  bone,  as  noted  by  them  at  the  time.  Also  annexed  is  a  copy  of 
the  deposition  of  Professor  Crosby,  who  fortunately  had  an  opportunity 
to  examine  the  bones,  quite  lately,  on  the  occasion  of  their  being  pre-, 
sented  to  him  by  the  agents  of  Mr.  Nelson,  with  a  view  of  procuring  his 
opinion  as  to  the  existence  of  fracture, 
^6 
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Also,  appended,  is  a  second  statement  of  Dr.  Richmond,  giving  tlie 
appearances  of  tlie  bone  as  exhibited  after  it  had  been  divested  of  its 
fleshy  covering.  Respectfully  yours, 

Derby,  Orleans  Co.,  Vt.,  July  8,  1844.  S.  B.  Colby. 

STATEMENT    OF    DR.    RICHMOND. 

In  the  post-mortem  examination  of  Mrs.  Nelson's  thigh  bones,  I  was 
less  particular  in  noting  appearances  at  the  time,  than  I  should  have  been, 
had  not  Mr.  Nelson's  attorney  assured  those  present  that  another  and 
n)ore  favorable  opportunity  should  be  had  as  soon  as  the  soft  parts  were 
compleiejy  removed  ;  and  as  the  attorney,  previous  to  the  examination, 
said  to  me  that  it  was  his  and  Capt.  Nelson's  wish  that  I  should  take  the 
bones  into  my  keeping,  after  the  examination,  which  would  have  afforded 
me  ample  opportunity  to  examine  at  my  leisure. 

Points  of  difference. — Want  of  symmetry  in  upper  portions  of  bone. 
Right  thigh  7-16ths  of  an  inch  shorter  than  left.  Right  trochanter  more 
flat  upon  its  outer  surface  than  natural,  very  broad  ;  the  left  convex  or 
curved,  and  narrow.  Right  trochanter  projects,  or  extends  up  from  its 
junction  with  neck  of  thigh  bone,  much  farther  than  left.  Neck  of  right 
thigh  bone  approaches  more  neaily  to  a  right  angle  with  shaft  than  left. 
The  sinus  of  the  right,  between  trochanter  major  and  neck,  was  irregular 
and  deeper  than  left,  and  partially  within  this,  a  jioint,  spicula,  or  process 
of  bone,  quite  slim  and  pointed,  about  3-l6ths  or  l-4lh  of  an  inch  long, 
projects  upward  ;  none  on  left  to  correspond.  At  the  superior  and  ante- 
rior part  of  the  trochanter  major  commences  an  irregular  elevation,  which 
extends  downward  and  inward,  and  terminates  a  litile  below  the  trochan- 
ter minor,  at  the  outer  margin  of  which  is  a  corresponding  large  depres- 
sion, or  groove.     Tlie  left  presents  the  ordinary  appearance  of  the  parts. 

Derby,  June  1,  1843.  (Signed)  Lem'l  IIichmond,  M.D. 

STATEMENT    OF    DR.    BREADON. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  1st  of  January  last,  I  was  requested  by  Dr. 
Barrett  to  l»e  present  at  the  yoat-mortem  examination  of  the  right  femur 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Nelson.  I  did  not  arrive  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Nelson 
until  after  the  removal  of  the  bone,  on  the  2d  of  January  ;  and  on  enter- 
ing the  room  in  which  the  examination  took  place,  I  found  the  right  fe- 
mur lying  on  a  table,  and  in  it  a  striking  enlargement  of  bone,  between 
the  trochanter  major  and  trochanter  minor,  arrested  my  attention.  1  par- 
ticularly observed  a  bony  ridge  and  depression  (the  depression  or  groove 
being  on  the  o[)posite  side  of  the  bone)  situated,  as  well  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, between  the  trochanters,  and  likewise  a  spiculum  of  bone  between 
the  trochanter  major  and  neck  of  the  femur.  I  also  remarked  a  differ- 
ence in  the  angle  of  the  neck,  at  its  junction  with  the  shaft — that  of  the 
injured  side  approaching  more  nearly  to  a  right  an<rle.  These  appear- 
ances, in  connection  with  the  accident  met  with  by  Mrs.  N.  several  years 
back,  left  no  doubt  on  my  mind  as  to  the  existence  of  a  fracture,  at  the 
lime  she  was  thrown  out  of  a  waggon,  when  it  occurred  ;  and  to  which 
effect  I  unreservedly  expressed  my  opinion    to   the  gentlemen  who  were 
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present  at  the  examination.  I  also  understood,  from  the  gentlemen 
present,  that  by  measurement,  the  right  femur  was  found  to  be  7-16ths  of 
an  inch  shorter  than  the  left.  (Signed)        Joseph  Breadon, 

June  2d,  1843.  Assistant  Surgeon  H.P.R.K, 

STATEMENT    OF    DR.     KENDALL. 

Jnn.  2tl,  1343.  1  was  present  and  witnessed  a  post-mortem  examination 
of  Mrs.  Nelson,  wife  of  Ca()t.  William  Nelson,  of  Derby,  this  day.  Both 
thigh  bones  were  removed  from  the  body,  and  carefully  separated  from  the 
investing  muscles  and  ligaments,  when  the  following  appearances  in  the  two 
bones  were  observable  and  plainly  existed — viz.,  The  upper  projecting  por- 
tion of  the  trochanter  major,  of  the  right  os  femoris,  was  separated  by  a  fis- 
sure of  two  lines  in  breadth.  A  furrow  or  groove  extending  from  said  fissure, 
across  the  trochanter  major,  in  a  direction  outward,  downward,  a  little 
backward,  strongly  marked  at  its  commencement,  and  diminishing  in 
width  and  depth  evenly  till  it  arrives  at  a  point  opposite  to  the  trochan- 
ter minor,  when  it  disappears.  On  the  anterior  and  interior  smface  of 
said  bone,  commencing  near  the  upper  and  inner  edge  of  the  trochanter 
major,  and  descending  downward  along  the  junction  of  the  neck  and 
shaft  of  said  bone,  a  strongly-marked  ridge,  or  elevation,  of  irregular  and 
uneven  surface,  and  continued  outward  to  a  point  opposite  and  a  little  be- 
low the  root  of  the  trochanter  minor ;  large  at  its  commencement,  di- 
minishing in  its  descent,  and  disappearing  at  the  point  before  mentioned. 
The  groove  and  eminence  above  named  on  opposite  sides  of  the  bone, 
run  in  a  direction  corresponding  to  each  other,  and  if  continued  onward 
till  they  intersected  each  other,  would  meet  at  a  point  1  1-4  or  1  1-2 
inch  below  the  trochanter  minor.  The  hollow  between  the  trochanter 
major  and  neck  of  the  bone,  filled  to  a  considerable  extent  with  bony 
elevations,  of  irregular  shape  and  surface,  presenting  some  sharp  spicnla 
of  bone.  The  fissure  and  groove  in  the  trochanter  major,  mentioned 
above,  assumed  as  a  line  of  division,  would  separate  the  anterior  third,  as 
near  as  I  could  estimate,  from  the  remainder  of  that  protuberance,  and 
the  superior  margin  of  the  anterior  portion,  elevated  1-8  of  an  inch  above 
that  of  the  remaining  portion. 

All  these  appearances  were  totally  wanting  in  the  corresponding 
bone  of  the  left  femur.  The  angle  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  neck 
■whh  the  shaft  of  the  bone,  different  in  the  two  bones  ;  that  of  the  right 
approaching  much  nearer  to  a  right  angle  than  the  left,  readily  seen  by 
taking  a  side  view  of  the  two  bones,  and  rendered  certain  by  comparison 
and  measurement.  A  line  extended  from  the  margin  of  the  indentation, 
on  the  head  of  the  bone,  to  the  linea  aspera,  seven  inches  distant,  was 
distant  from  the  root  of^  the  trochanter  minor  1-6  of  an  inch  farther  on 
tlie  right  than  on  the  left  thigh  bone. 

The  trochanters  major,  measured  in  breadth  across  the  middle,  differed 
1-8  inch,  that  of  the  right  being  the  broadest. 

I  placed  the  bones  upon  a  smooth  surface,  side  by  side,  resting  upon 
their  heads,  taking  care  that  the  heads  were  placed  evenly  and  on  the 
same  line^  as  also  the  shafts ;  in  this  situation,  the  trochanter  minor  of  the 
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rif^ht  thigh  bone  was  seen  quite  in  advance  of  its  fellow  of  the  left,  ap- 
proaching nearer  the  head  oi'  the  bone.  Placed  side  by  side,  as  before, 
and  bringing  the  trochanter  major  on  a  level,  the  shaft  of  the  right  fell 
quite  below  tliat  of  the  left.  The  measure  of  the  two  bones  I  saw 
taken  by  Dr.  Riclimond  and  Mr.  Holt,  while  sitting  too  far  from  them  to 
see  accurately  ;  Mr.  H.  reported  the  length,  as  follows — right,  17  1-8 
inches;  left,  17  1-2  and  1-16  inches. 

From  the  foregoing  appearances,  i  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that 
the  neck  of  the  right  thigh  bone  has  been  separated  from  the  shaft, 
having  aitaclied  to  it  about  two  thirds  of  the  trochanter  major,  and  proba- 
bly the  trochanter  minor.  The  foregoing  is,  in  substance,  what  I  am 
ready  to  depose  under  oath.  (Signed)  Sam'l  S.  Kendall. 

DEPOSITION    OF    PROF.    CROSBY. 

I,  Dixi  Crosby,  of  Hanover,  Grafton  County,  and  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, physician,  on  oath,  depose,  testify,  and  say,  that  some  three  or  four 
weeks  since  I  was  at  the  Dartmouth  Hotel  and  saw  two  gentlemen 
(strangers).  As  1  v/as  leaving  the  vicinity,  Mr.  Morse,  the  landlord,  called 
to  me  to  slop,  and  introduced  a  man  who  proved  to  be  one  of  the  stran- 
gers I  had  just  left  in  the  Hotel.  I  believe  Mr.  Morse  said  his  name 
was  Andros  or  Andrus.  The  stranger  introduced  as  Mr.  Andrus  said  he 
wished  lo  see  me.  I  asked  if  he  would  go  to  my  office  or  have  a  room 
in  the  Hotel  ;  he  said  he  had  something  which  he  wished  to  show  me,  and 
that  we  would  return  to  a  room  in  the  Hotel.  On  our  way  to  the  room, 
we  were  joined  by  the  other  person  whom  I  had  seen  in  company  with 
Mr.  Andrus,  and  who  was  introduced  as  Mr.  Johnson  or  Johnston. 
Mr.  Andrus  carried  into  the  room  a  small  leather  trunk  or  valise,  from 
which  he  took  some  bones,  at  the  same  time  stating  that  I  had  heard  and 
probably  recollected  the  case  of  Mrs.  Nelson  ;  said  that  she  was  now  dead, 
and  that  he  had  some  bones  taken  from  her  after  death,  which  he  thought 
I  might  have  the  curiosity  to  examine.  He  said  they  had  been  carried  to 
New  York  and  shown  to  Dr.  J.  Kearney  Rogers,  that  he  had  sawn  them 
in  pieces,  and  after  a  careful  examination  had  made  an  affidavit  that  nei- 
ther had  been  broken,  and  that  both  were  alike.  I  asked  him  how  be 
knew  these  were  the  bones  taken  from  Mrs.  Nelson,  and  asked  if  it  was 
not  possible,  in  the  sending  the  bones  and  changing  hands,  to  lose  their 
identity.  He  said  he  could  establish  their  identity,  as  he  carried  them  to 
New  York.  In  some  incidental  conversation  with  Mr.  Johnson,  he 
(Johnson)  remarked,  "  I  am  not  counsel  in  the  case  now,  but  was 
formerly,  and,"  said  he,  "  I  believe  you  once  gave  an  affidavit  in  the 
case."  I  replied  that  I  did  as  to  some  points  of  observation  in  such  cases. 
I  examined  the  bones  closely  in  every  point  and  particular,  both  with  the 
eye  alone  and  the  eye  aided  by  a  magnifying  glass  of  considerable  power. 
Having  completed  my  examination,  1  said,  Now,  gentlemen,  I  wish 
first  to  say  that  I  have  no  knowledge  or  suspicion  which  limb  is  alleged 
to  have  been  broken  ;  so  the  knowledge  can  have  no  influence  in  fixing 
on  the  one  I  shall  say  has  been  broken,  if  either.  I  then  said,  my  opin- 
ion is  that  the  right  limb  is  the  one  which  was  said  to  have  been  broken  ; 
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and  my  belief  is  that  at  some  time  there  has  existed  an  incomplete  frac- 
ture, at  the  junction  of  the  neck  of  tlie  bone  with  the  trochanter.  Tlie 
external  appearance  gave  evidence,  by  its  increased  size,  that  it  had  suf- 
fered a  severe  contusion.  The  interior  gave  evidence  of  fracture,  by  the 
consolidation  of  the  cells  in  the  immediate  place  of  fracture.  There  was 
a  lateral  curve  in  the  neck.  Of  the  shortening  1  could  not  judge,  as  the 
bone  had  been  sawn  transversely. 

Mr.  Andrus  (who  was  also  frequently  called  Major  by  the  other  gen- 
tleman) said  that  Drs.  Rogers  and  Nelson,  of  New  York,  had  given  a 
different  opinion,  and  had  made  an  affidavit  to  that  effect,  which  1  might 
see  ;  which  I  declined  doing,  but  told  them  if  tliey  would  go  with  ine  to 
the  medical  house,  I  would  show  them  specimens  which  would  satisfy 
them  that  the  bone  had  been  fractured  ;  which  they  declined  doing,  as 
they  were  in  haste  to  leave.  .\lr.  Andrus  asked  me  for  my  bill.  J  told 
him  he  was  welcome  to  my  opinion,  lor  which  he  thanked  me,  and  said 
he  should  have  no  further  use  for  me.  When  I  say  an  incomplete  frac- 
ture, I  mean  where  fracture  really  exists,  but  is  not  displaced. 

1  have  evidence,  from  my  own  observation,  that  the  cells  in  fractured 
bones  are  re-opened  after  a  longer  or  shorter  period  from  the  time  of  frac- 
ture. In  the  specimens  shown  me  by  Major  Andrus,  I  could  not  judge 
how  much  they  really  were  restored,  as  they  had  not  been  sufficiently 
macerated  to  remove  the  fatty  or  oily  substance  with  which  the  cells  are 
filled  in  health.  The  exterior  of  the  bones  had  the  appearance  of  hav- 
ing been  scraped,  so  that  the  place  where  the  fracture  existed  did  not 
present  the  rough  appearance  usually  present  in  a  comparatively  recent 
fracture  that  had  been  macerated.  (Signed)  Dixi  Ciiosby. 

Sworn  before  Wm.  A.  Ruggles,  Commissioner 
at  Hanover,  June  22d,  1844. 

SECOND  STATEMENT  OF  DR.  RICHMOND. 

In  addition  to  my  first  statement  relative  to  the  marks  of  injury  visible 
on  the  neck  of  the  femur  taken  from  the  body  of  the  late  Mrs.  Nelson,  [ 
wish  to  add,  that  since  the  examination  first  had,  and  since  the  bones 
were  cleansed,  I  have  once  seen,  and  by  request  of  Capt.  Nelson  exa- 
mined them.  I  recognized  the  bones  as  the  same  taken  from  the  body  of 
Mrs.  N.,  but  with  one  manifest  alteration.  The  point  of  bone  project- 
ing from  the  neck  at  its  junction  with  the  shaft,  and  named  in  my  first 
statement,  had  in  the  mean  time  been  removed.  Its  base  was  still  quite 
apparent,  though  the  whole  of  the  upp<;r  portion  of  the  bone  where  the 
periosteum  was  removed  bore  evidence  of  having  been  scraped  with  some 
sharp  instrument ;  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  spiculum  was  removed  by 
some  artificial  means.  With  this  alteration,  the  external  surface  of  the 
bone  presented  the  saine  appearances  as  on  my  first  examination.  Pre- 
vious to  this,  and  since  my  first  examination,  a  longitudinal  section  of  the 
neck  of  the  bone  through  the  trochanter  major  had  been  made;  this  af- 
forded me  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  cancellated  structure,  which 
was  evidently  much  more  dense  at  the  point  of  supposed  fracture. 

Derby,  July  8,  1844.  (Signed)         Lem'l  Richmond. 
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AFFIDAVIT    OF    O.    NEVVCOMB,    ES(i. 

i,  Oriin  Neweoinb,  of  Derby,  in  the  County  of  Orleans,  and  State  of 
Vermont,  depose,  he.  that  I  was  present  at  the  post-mortem  examination 
of  the  body  of  Mrs.  Nelson,  on  the  2d  January,  1843.  There  were  also 
present,  Drs.  Barrett,  Richmond,  Breadon,  Kendall  and  Colby,  Gene- 
Val  Cnshnian,  1.  Linsey  and  Timo  Holt  :  Dr.  Richmond  operated. 
The  upper  portion  of  the  riglit  \\\\\i\\  bone  was  first  taken  out,  and  then 
llie  upper  part  of  the  left  one  ;  after  an  exau)ination  of  the  two  bones, 
dissecting  the  flesh  from  them  and  measuring  them,  the  lower  portion  of 
both  bones  was  taken  out.  On  comparing  tl)e  two  bones,  I  could  easily 
see  a  marked  difference:  the  bone  of  the  right  thigh  was  7-16  of  an 
inch  shorter,  by  measurement,  than  the  left  one.  There  was  also  a  plain 
difference  in  tlie  angle  of  the  neck  of  the  bones.  The  outside  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  right  bone  was  broader  ^n A  flatter  than  the  corres- 
ponding part  of  the  left  one  ;  and  in  the  middle  there  was  a  slight  de- 
pression or  hollow.  On  one  side,  either  the  back  or  fore  side  of  the  bone, 
was  a  ridge,  commencing  on  the  top  of  the  bone  and  extending  down- 
wards and  inwards,  being,  I  think,  largest  towards  the  end  on  the  oppo- 
site side  ;  in  the  same  direction  was  a  groove  or  cavity,  exhibiting  to  me 
the  appearance  of  having  been  broken  nearly  or  quite  apart,  in  that 
direction. 

There  was  also  on  the  top  of  the  bone,  about  where  the  neck  is  attach- 
ed to  the  main  shaft,  a  projection  of  bone,  nearly  of  this  shape  Q  ,  being 
broader  and  thicker  at  its  base  than  at  the  top,  and  the  upper  portion 
somewhat  rough.  (Signed)  O.  Newcomb. 
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By  J.  A.  Allen,  M.D.,  Middlebury,  Vermont. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — Concluded  ftom  page  462.] 

Alteratives. — Nunnelev,  who  advocates  the  use  of  mercurials  in  erysipe- 
loid disorders  "  till  the  gums  become  slightly  affected,"  indeed,  declares 
that  "  they  would  then  he  decidedly  iwiproper,  lest  severe  ptyalism  be  in- 
duced, which  by  adding  to  the  previous  irritation  and  excitement,  as  well 
as  by  the  debilitating  effect  it  has  on  the  whole  system,  must  be  produc- 
tive of  great  injury,  and  may  plunge  the  patient  into  such  a  condition  of 
prostration,  as  to  place  his  life  in  the  greatest  danger,  by  the  extensive 
sloughing  which  takes  place  under  the  influence  of  mercurialism,  and  the 
frightful  rapidity  with  which  it  spreads."  My  friend,  Dr.  Haile,  of  Crown 
Point,  wlio  has  probably  had  as  much  experience  in  this  disorder  as  any 
other  man  in  this  region,  regards  its  alterative  action,  if  carried  to  the 
point  of  salivation,  equally  pernicious,  if  not  more  dangerous,  than  the 
disease  itself,  on  account  of  the  augmented  irritability  and  tendency  it 
may  induce  about  the  fauces  to  sphacelation. 

Dr.  Sutton,  of  Aurora,  Indiana,  who  appears  to  have  made  critical  ob- 
servation on  this  disorder,  in  its  epidemic  form,  remarks,  "  in  administer- 
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inw  mercury  in  this  form  of  the  disease,  a  few  doses  generally  fulfilled  the 
indication,  and,  as  1  before  mentioned,  great  caution  was  necessary  ;  for 
wherever  it  produced  its  specific  effect  upon  the  mouth  and  salivary 
glands,  I  believe  it  was  almost  invariably  attended  by  injurious  con- 
sequences." 

Emetics. — These,  on  account  of  the  impression  they  make  on  the  sys- 
tem, the  tendency  they  have  to  interrupt  tlie  complaint  at  its  forming 
stage,  to  remove  any  foreign  or  irritating  substance  from  the  stomach,  and 
by  a  diffusive  influence  over  the  capillary  circulation  to  relieve  pulmonary 
or  other  congestions,  have  been  found  useful,  especially  in  pulmonic  affec- 
tions.    They  are  poorly  adapted  to  remove  engorgements  of  the  brain. 

In  my  liands  those  emetics  have  proved  most  useful  into  whose  compo- 
sition some  of  the  acrid  vegetable  emetic  articles  entered — as  sanguinaria, 
polygala  senega,  &c.,  in  combination  with  emetic  tartnr,  or  ipecacuanha, 
varied  as  the  pathological  condition  appeared  to  require.  J  I"  there  were 
inflammatory  action  present,  the  tartarized  antimony  was  tl;us  combined  ; 
if  not,  either  the  ipecac,  wns  used,  or  else  the  simple  acrid  emetic  drug 
was  given  uncombined.  This  process,  in  the  incipient  period  of  the  dis- 
ease, has  also  proved  extremely  useful  on  account  of  its  generally  having 
been  soon  succeeded  by  a  free  and  easy  diaphoresis. 

Tonics  and  Stimulants. — These,  in  the  protracted  states  of  the  disease, 
are  generally  demanded.  Those  of  a  permanent  character  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred. I  have  usually  used  a  saturated  infusion  of  cinchona,  combined 
with  aromatics,  and  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  When  the  powers  of  life 
falter,  or  there  is  a  collapse,  or  congestion  from  atony,  these  should  be 
administered  almost  without  regard  to  quantity,  and  often  repeated,  till 
the  desired  object  is  accomplished.  When  tliere  is  great  prostration,  in 
my  hands  no  adjuvant  to  the  preceding  lias  been  equally  efficient  with 
the  tincture  of  cantharides.  This  probably  is  one  of  the  most  effectual 
and  powerful  stimulants  known  ;  and  the  quantity  requisite  to  produce 
an  effect  being  so  small,  it  will  in  most  cases  be  tolerated  when  stimulants 
which  require  a  larger  quantity  to  be  effectual  will  either  distuib  the 
stomach  or  produce,  ultimately,  depression.  Of  this  latter  description, 
are  all  the  alcoholic  or  intoxicating  liquids.  No  one  questions  but  that 
brandy  first  excites  action  which  ends  in  exhaustion,  and  leaves  the  body 
in  a  worse  condition.  Its  secondary  effects  are  depressing  and  pernicious 
to  the  nervous  system.  Its  medical  character  is,  therefore,  too  equivocal 
to  obtain  reliance  in  extreme  cases,  especially  when  life  is  in  imminent 
danger.  The  wines,  generally,  are  too  impotent  and  inadequate  to  fulfil 
the  requirements  in  urgent  cases,  and  the  distilled  intoxicators,  or 
spirits,  are  deceptive  and  mocking.  At  any  rate,  such  has  been  my  ex- 
perience in  their  therapeutic  use,  and  such  is  the  averment  of  divine  writ. 
And  yet,  it  must  be  admitted  that  besides  their  pharmaceutic  uses,  they 
have,  also,  their  therapeutic  advantage.  The  excitation  they  cause  is, 
at  best,  evanescent ;  and,  consequently,  their  advantageous  employment, 
either  in  erysipelatous  or  other  cases,  must  be  transient  and  require  re- 
striction to  sudden  emergencies. 

Local  Measures. — Local  applications  may  be  regarded  of  a  secondary 
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consideration.  Timely  applied,  and  properly  adapted,  they  have  their 
use.  Stimulating  applications,  as  capsicum,  Stc,  which  are  popular 
anionif  the  people  and  countenanced  by  some  professional  men,  cannot 
be  productive  of  beneficial  results  while  there  is  either  local  or  systematic 
enionic  vascular  action.  These,  at  liiis  period,  are  better  calculated  to 
augment  than  to  diminish  the  local  afieclion.  The  same  is  also  true  of 
the  more  harmless  class  of  farinaceous  applications.  The  whiting  paint 
of  Dr.  Mott,  the  unguentum  hydrargyri  of  Drs.  Dean  and  Little,  or  the 
lard  of  Mr.  Brande,  are  none  of  them  of  much  consequence  in  this  spe- 
cies of  erysipelatous  disease.  To  allay  morbid  sensibility,  and  mitigate 
in  some  degree  the  erysij)elatous  inflammation,  anodyne  fomentations  have 
been  proved  serviceable,  such  as  the  aqueous  solution  of  opium,  digitalis, 
conium  maculatum,  &;c.  Acetate  of  anmionia,  acetate  of  potash,  nitrate 
of  silver,  sulphate  of  iron,  &c.,  in  suitably  flilute  solutions,  applied  to  the 
aftected  surface,  have  proved  serviceable  ;  and  so  have  mucilaginous  ap- 
plications, and  even  pure  tepid  water.  Mr.  Abernethy's  favorite  application 
was  tlie  pulp  of  soft  bread  poultice,  which  he  considered  l)etter  adapted  than 
any  other  to  soothe  the  parts  affected,  and  to  abate  their  inordinate  action. 
For  the  same  object,  I  have  repeatedly  applied,  with  a  good  degree  of 
success,  the  common  unguentum  stramonii.  The  solution  of  the  sulphate 
of  iron,  as  recommended  by  M.  Velpeau,  of  Paris,  in  the  proportion  of 
an  ounce  of  the  salt  to  a  pint  of  water,  I  have  also  used  with  benefit, 
both  as  a  gargle  when  the  mouth  and  tongue  were  affected,  and  as  an  ap- 
plication to  the  diseased  surface. 

In  an  asthenic  stale  of  the  system,  stimulants  become  necessary. 
Epispastics  may  now  be  advantageously  applied  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
local  complaint,  or  on  the  surface  over  an  internal  affected  organ.  But 
neither  the  application  of  an  epispastic,  nor  the  eschar  made  by  the  pencil- 
ling with  nitrate  of  silver,  as  advised  by  Higginbottom,  has  proved  of  that 
essential  service  in  stopping  the  progressive  migration  of  the  local  affec- 
tion I  had  anticipated.  In  some  instances,  the  circumscribing  the  affect- 
ed part  with  either  of  these  applications  seemed  to  have  been  of  service; 
ill  others,  of  no  use  whatever.  The  aqueous  solution  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  varying  in  strength  from  one  to  ten  grains  of  the  nitrate  to  an 
ounce  of  the  liquid,  used  to  keep  the  part  constantly  moistened,  served 
as  well  as  anything  to  mitigate  the  pain  and  irritation. 

To  remove  the  engorgement  of  the  capillaries,  while  in  a  diseased 
and  atonic  state,  after  the  violence  of  the  ijiflammation  has  been  subdued 
or  abated,  an  alcoholic  solution  of  iodine,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Davies, 
has  been  found  of  much  service.  A  better  cou) position  than  that  used 
by  Mr.  Davies,  for  external  use,  is  to  make  an  alcoholic  soap  liniment, 
and  add  from  six  to  ten  grains  of  iodine  to  each  ounce.  This  may  ad- 
vantageously be  applied  over  the  whole  erysipelatous  surface. 

Local  bloodletting,  as  advised  by  Mr.  Dobson.  by  means  of  punctures, 
or  the  siill  more  surgical  treatment  recomniended  by  Copeland  Hutchin- 
son, and  l)y  Mr.  Travers,  by  incisions,  has  not  in  this  vicinity  been  used  to 
my  knowledge.  In  diseases  of  a  constitutional  and  epidemic  character, 
as  ours  mostly  have  been,  these  local   means  could  not  have  proved  very 
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beneficial.  By  the  hcemorrliafre  thus  induced,  ihey  might  have  proved 
slightly  useful  by  unloading  the  surcharged  capillaries  of  the  part  incised  ; 
or,  if  performed  as  advised  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  by  carrying  the  incisions 
through  the  fliscia,  when  the  parts  beneath  it  were  implicated,  and  severe 
pain  produced  by  the  distension,  essential  relief  may  have  been  obtained. 
These  chirurgical  measures  may  prove,  and  undoubtedly  have  proved,  use- 
ful in  local  affections  ;  but  it  is  evident  no  great  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  them  when  the  whole  system  is  primarily  affected. 

Dr.  Gregory,  in  his  Practice  of  Physic,  in  my  apprehension,  has  recom- 
mended a  course  of  procedure  not  only  erroneous   in   principle,  but  dan- 
gerous in  its  practical  consequences.     "Keeping  in  view,"  says  he,  "the 
various  circumstances  of  situation,  age  and  constitution,  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  important  difference  of  principle   is   to   be  established   between 
the  treatment   of  erysipelatous  and   of  common    phlegmonous  inflamjna- 
tion."     The  same  antiphlogistic  and  repellent  means  used  in  the  former, 
that  are  universally  adapted  in  the  latter,  must  endanger  the  patient  ;  es- 
pecially if  the  erysipelatous  affection  be  on  the  surface,  by  the  production 
of  a  metastasis  to  some  vital   or   more  impoitant  organ.     This  liability  to 
a    repercussion,  or  change   of  location,  makes   an  essential  difference  in 
these  two  affections,  of  which  the  practitioner  ouiiht  to  be  aware,  other- 
wise he  will  be  liable  to  put  the  life  of  his  patient  in  an  unnecessary  jeopardy. 
Dr.  Mott  says  he  has  seen  fatal  results   from  the  practice  here  censured. 
None  have  fallen  under  my  observation.    It  may  be  asked,  what  shall  be  done 
when  the  local  erysipelatous  affertion    is  intensely  hot,  much  swollen  and 
painful  ?     To  mitigate  these  sufferings,  experience  has  convinced  me  that 
tepid  evaporating  lotions,  either  anodyne   and    mucilaginous,  or  nitrate  of 
silver,  or  camphorated  spirit  and  water,  are  equally  efficient  in  diminishing 
the  pain  and  heat,  with  cold  lotions,  and  are  free  from  the  danger  of  these 
applications.     To  be  sure,  cold    applications  may  sometimes   be  used  in 
these  cases  without  fatal   results,  but  these  are  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule.     An  instance  of  this   kind    is   recorded  in  the  fourth  volume  of  ti)e 
American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  which  occurred  in   the  Baltimore 
Alms-house  Infirmary,  and  is  reported   by  Dr.  I.   H.  Wright.      His  cold 
applications  consisted  of  an  aqueous  solution  of  hydrochlorate  of  ammo- 
nia and  spirit  of  camphor.     They  are  said  to  have  been  useful,  but  their 
adoption  as  precedents  must  be  hazardous. 

In  conclusion,  not  to  present  my  cordial  thanks  to  the  editor  of  the 
Journal  for  his  indulgence,  and  the  extreme  care  he  has  taken  in  the  cor- 
rection of  the  proof-sheets,  would  be  doing  violence  to  my  own  feelings. 
And,  to  those  who  have  or  may  peruse  these  numbers,  I  have  to  remark, 
my  intention  has  been  to  present  the  subject  according  to  truth,  in  such  a 
manner  that  practical  advantage  might  be  the  result.  If  any  dissent  fi'on; 
me  in  opinion,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  my  object  is  to  propose  to,  not 
to  impose  upon,  their  judgment.  The  subject  has  augmented  as  I  have 
progressed.  It  demands  a  more  extended  consideration,  but  must  suffice 
for  the  present.  If  I  have  not  exhausted  the  patience  of  the  kind  editor, 
I  may  have  that  of  the  medical  public. 
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AN    ESSAY   OiN   THE  HUMAN    COLOR. 

[ConcliiJed  from  pa!;e  499.] 

No  writer  has  produced  a  more  labored  comparison  between  the  white 
man  and  the  man  of  color,  than  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  "  Notes  on  Vir- 
ginia." Mr.  Jefferson  does  not  profess  to  absolutely  believe  in  the  infe- 
riority of  the  man  of  color,  but  proposes  many  queries  and  arguments  by 
way  of  stimulating  further  inquiry  upon  the  subject.  "  The  first  differ- 
ence," he  observes,  "  which  strikes  us,  is  that  of  color.  Whether  the 
black  of  the  negro  resides  in  the  reticular  membrane  between  the  true 
skin  and  the  scarfskin,  or  in  the  scarfskin  itself;  whether  it  proceeds  from 
the  color  of  the  blood,  the  color  of  the  bile,  or  from  some  other  secretion, 
the  difference  is  fixed  in  nature,  and  is  as  real  as  if  its  seat  and  cause  were 
better  known.  And  is  this  difference  of  no  importance?  Is  it  not  the 
foundation  of  a  «:reater  or  less  share  of  beauty  in  the  two  races?  Are 
not  the  fine  mixtures  of  red  and  wliite,  the  expressions  of  every  passion 
by  greater  or  less  suffusions  of  color,  jjreferable  to  that  eternal  monotony 
which  reigns  in  the  countenances,  that  immoveable  veil  of  black,  which 
covers  all  the  eniotions  of  the  other  race?" 

It  is  surprising  that  so  philosophical  a  man  as  I\Ir.  Jefferson  did  not 
perceive  that  he  was  arguing  in  a  circle,  and  trying  to  convince  himself 
and  his  readers  by  a  romantic  eulogy  upon  the  color  of  the  whites,  in- 
stead of  presenting  an  accurate  comparison  of  the  differences  between  the 
two  colors.  The  Chinese  and  the  Africans  are  as  fully  aware  of  the  differ- 
ence in  color  as  we  are,  and  can  retort  all  the  questions  which  Mr.  Jefferson 
lias  put,  with  full  as  much  consciousness  of  the  superiority  of  their  own 
color.  Thuy  can  say,  that  "  whether  this  whiteness  resides  in  the  reti- 
cular membrane  between  the  true  skin  and  the  scarfskin,  or  in  the  scarf- 
skin  itself,  the  diffenmce  is  as  fixed  in  nature  and  is  as  real  as  if  its  seat  and 
cause  were  bettor  known."  The  mere  circumstance  of  our  making  the 
color  of  the  black  man  a  theme  of  philosophical  speculation,  confers  upon 
us  no  right  to  make  our  own  color  the  standard  of  beauty.  The  color  of 
the  white  man  is  as  monotonous  to  the  eyes  of  black  men,  as  the  black 
man's  color  is  to  us.  They  are  not  familiarized  to  these  "  fine  mixtures 
of  red  and  while,"  as  we  are.  The  color  presents  to  them  "one  eter- 
nal monotony.^''  Besides,  it  is  not  a  fact  that  "  the  fine  mixtures  of  red  and 
white,  by  the  greater  or  less  suffusions  of  color,  are  the  expressions  of 
every  passion."  Every  physiologist  knows  that  the  expression  of  the 
passions  ahuost  entirely  depends  upon  the  contraction  and  relaxation  of 
the  muscles,  independent  of  any  change  of  color.  Indeed,  were  there  no 
other  expression  of  the  passions  than  the  greater  or  less  suffusions  of 
color,  the  countenance  of  the  white  man  would  be  very  much  of  a 
blank.  It  would  only  become  red  or  pale  ;  it  would  give  us  the  expression 
of  a  fever  or  of  faintness,  and  nothing  more.  It  is  ev^en  doubtful  whether 
the  change  of  color  to  which  the  whites  are  exposed  under  the  influence 
of  the  passions,  does  not  contribute  as  much  to  deformity  as  to  beauty. 
The  paleness  of  fear  is  certainly  not  beautiful  ;  nor  is  the  redness  of 
anger.     The  leaden   hue  of  despair  is  a  positive  deformity.     Black  peo- 
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pie  are  also  subject  to  a  change  of  color,  ilioui;!)  in  a  much  smaller  de- 
gree. For  want  of  a  familiarity  with  the  color,  it  is  not  always  visible  to 
us,  when  it  is  very  perceptible  to  them.  Among  the  clear  Africans, 
there  is  a  great  difference  in  the  color  of  different  individuals  ;  some  are 
only  brown,  while  others  are  of  a  shining  black.  I  have  noticed  as 
great  a  difference  between  the  color  of  two  Africans,  as  there  is  between 
a  common  white  man  and  the  lightest  colored  of  the  Africans.  I  have 
heard  them  exclaicn  tliat  such  a  person  was  too  black  to  look  well,  pre- 
cisely as  we  do  of  those  of  our  color  who  possess  a  very  dark  complexion. 

Our  ideas  of  beauty  depend  so  much  upon  what  we  are  accustom- 
ed to  see,  and  upon  the  intellectual  laws  of  association,  that  were  every 
nation  to  produce  a  standard  of  their  own,  we  should,  in  proportion  to 
the  relative  number  of  each  color,  at  least,  have  three  black  beauties  to 
two  white  ones.  It  may  sound  strange  to  the  ears  of  many  to  hear  a 
black  skin  pronounced  beautiful,  but  the  assertion  has  been  inade  by  a 
distinguished  English  traveller.  I  quote  from  a  popular  work,  called 
Geographical  View  of  the  World.  "  Of  that  part  of  Ethiopia  or  Nubia 
which  separates  Sennaar  from  the  second  cataract  of  the  Nile,  little  was 
known  until  the  year  1821,  when  ]\lr.  Waddington  and  Mr.  Hanbury 
visited  these  regions.  The  most  remote  district  visited  by  them  w  as  Dar 
Shegy'a,  through  which  the  Nile  flows  from  north  to  south  for  nearly  two 
degrees.  It  is  subdivided  into  three  States,  often  at  war  with  each  other, 
but  ever  ready  to  unite  against  a  common  foe.  The  peajyle  are  black,  a 
clear,  glossy  jet  black,''  says  Mr.  Waddington,  "  which  appeared  to 
my  then  nnprejadiced  eye  to  be  the  finest  color  that  could  be  selected  for 
a  human  being.'' 

In  a  word,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  whole  sum  and  substance  of  the 
argument  of  the  whites,  is  this,  that  with  them  their  own  color  is  the 
most  fashionable,  and  of  course  will  continue  to  be  the  most  beautiful  until 
the  fashion  changes.  Whatever  nation  possesses  the  superiority  in  the 
arts,  in  arms,  in  knowledge  and  in  wealth,  will  from  the  force  of  admi- 
ration, emulation,  and  the  universal  love  of  splendor  and  glory  among 
mankind,  be  pronounced  the  most  beautiful,  be  the  color  what  it  may. 
Egypt  was  once  this  nation.  It  was  the  place  where  the  scholars  of 
Greece  and  Rome  went  to  complete  their  education.  The  monuments  of 
its  ancient  renown  still  continue  to  astonish  us.  The  ancient  Egyptians 
were  black,  and  their  hair  short  and  curling.  "The  Colchians,"  says 
Herodotus,  "certainly  appear  to  be  of  Egyptian  extraction,  which,  in- 
deed, before  I  had  conversed  with  any  one  on  the  subject,  1  had  always 
believed.  1  interrogated  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  ;  the  result  was 
that  the  Colchians  seemed  to  have  better  remembrance  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, than  the  Egyptians  of  the  Colchians.  The  Egyptians  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Colchians  were  descended  of  a  part  of  the  troops  of 
Sesostris.  To  this  I  myself  was  also  inclined,  because  they  were  black 
and  have  hair  short  and  curling ;  which  latter  circumstance  may  not 
however  be  insisted  on  as  evidence,  because  it  is  common  to  many  other 
nations."  Says  Mr.  Volney,  in  remarking  upon  this  passage,  "  That  is, 
the  ancient  Egyptians  were   real   negroes,  and  of  the  same  species  with 
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al!  the  natives  of  Africa,  and  though,  as  might  be  expected,  after  mixing 
so  many  ages  with  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  tliey  have  lost  tlis  intensity 
of  their  first  color,  they  still  retain  strong  marks  of  their  original  con- 
formation." 

"Besides  those  of  color,  figure  and  hair,"  continues  Mr.  Jefferson, 
"  there  are  other  physical  distinctions  proving  a  difference  of  race.  They 
have  less  hair  on  their  face  and  body.  They  secrete  less  by  the  kidneys 
and  more  by  the  glands  of  the  skin,  which  gives  them  a  very  disagreeable 
odor.  This  greater  degree  of  transpiration  renders  them  more  tolerant  of 
heat  and  less  so  of  cold  than  the  whites." 

Women  have  no  beards,  and  much  less  hair  on  the  surface  of  the  body 
generally  than  men,  and  yet  it  was  never  suspected  that  women,  on  ac- 
count of  this  distinction,  were  a  distinct  race.     The   physical  distinction 
in  the  organization  of  man  and  woman,  is  much  greater  than  any  distinc- 
tion which  exists  between  the  different  colors  of  men.      It  is  the  greatest 
distinction    by  far  of  any  which   exists   among   mankind,  but  was  never 
conjectured   to  be  a  proof  of  a  difference  of  race.     It  is  a  strong  proof, 
on  the  contrary,  that  great  physical  distinctions  may  exist  without  destroy- 
ing or  materially  affecting  the  identity  of  the  human  race.     The  identity 
of  the  human  race  appears  to  depend   upon  a  sameness  of  structure  in 
the  external  senses,  and  the  organization  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system 
in  general.    Neither  the  hair,  the  figure,  the  bones  of  the  skull,  or  the  color, 
appear  to  hold  any  near  relation  to  the  mind.     The  hair  possesses  no  sensi- 
bility, and  whether  there  be  much  of  it  or  little,  whether  it  be  long  or  short, 
straight  or  curly,  or  even  whether  there    be  none  of  it  at  all,  as  in  many 
bald  people,  seems  to  be  no  essential   matter  as  it  respects  the  strength  or 
weakness  of  the  intellectual  powers.     Neither  does  the   mind  reside    in 
the  bones  of  the  skull.     All  the  bones  of  the  African  race  are  thicker  and 
bulkier  than  the  bones  of  the  whites.     The  skull  bone  is  an  index  of  the 
general  thickness  of  the  other   bones  of  their  systems.     This   fact  has 
never  been  attended  to  by  anatomists  and  physiologists.     In  all  children, 
these  bones  are  extremely  thin  at  a  time  when  the  mind  has  scarcely  be- 
gun to  develope  itself.     In  the  adult,  the  bones   have   become  thick,  and 
the  mind  strong.     This  fact   militates  strongly  against  the  opinion  that  a 
thick  skull  bone  is  proof  of  inferiority  of  mind.     Many  of  the  lower  ani- 
mals have  extremely  thin   skull   bones,  while  yet   they  betray   but  little 
proof  of  intelligence.     The  bones  of  the  heel  have  a  still  more  remote  re- 
lation to  the  capacity  or  the  incapacity  of  the  mind,  than    those  of  the 
skull.     In  both  these  respects  the  African  has  the  advantage  of  the  white 
man.     The  brain  is  better  defended,  and  the  strength  of  the  foot   is  in- 
creased.    The  foot  of  the  African  is  better  adapted  to  the  support  of  the 
superincumbent  weight  of  the  body. 

Tlie  assertion  of  Mr.  Jefferson  that  the  blacks  secrete  less  by  the  kid- 
neys and  more  by  the  glands  of  the  skin,  is  not  a  physiological  fact.  I 
have  never  met  with  the  observation  in  the  course  of  twenty  years'  medi- 
cal reading,  or  noticed  such  a  fact  in  the  course  of  seventeen  years'  pru3- 
tice  in  a  city  where  one  twelfth  of  the  inhabitants  are  black  ;  or  of  its 
having  been  noticed   by  any  other   practitioner  of  medicine.     Laboring 
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people  perspire  more  than  others,  and  consequently  secrete  less  by  the 
kidneys.  The  blacks  being  mostly  laborers,  must  have  originated  this 
idea  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 

The  common  opinion  which  Mr.  Jefferson  endorses  as  a  physiological 
fact,  that  black  people  can  bear  heat  better  and  cold  not  so  well  as  the 
whites,  is  also  an  error.  It  is  well  known  that  the  same  degree  of  health 
and  strength  which  enables  a  man  to  bear  one  extreme  well,  will  also  en- 
able him  to  bear  the  other  equally  well.  This  fact  is  well  known  among 
sailors  and  travellers  who  experience  the  extreme  changes  of  different 
climates.  Those  who  stand  the  heat  with  impunity,  will  also  stand  the 
cold  the  longest  without  freezing.  The  same  man  who  can  labor  in  the 
open  field,  uncovered,  in  the  hottest  days  in  summer,  will  be  the  ablest 
to  withstand  the  severest  cold  of  winter.  The  blacks,  although  they  go 
thinner  clothed  than  the  whites  in  winter,  do  not  oftener  freeze.  The 
idea  must  have  originated  in  the  conjecture  that  such  tnust  be  the  fact, 
because  they  came  from  a  warm  cliinare,  or  from  an  analogy  to  those 
vegetables  and  animals  which  can  only  flourish  in  the  warm  latitudes. 
No  such  observation  has  ever  been  made  of  the  Indians  or  the  Asiatic 
nations,  although  many  of  both  live  in  the  northern  latitudes.  Query — 
how  black  must  a  man  be  before  Mr.  Jefferson's  remarks  apply  to  him  ? 

The  greater  transpiration  of  the  skin,  Mr.  Jefferson  says,  gives  to  them 
"  a  very  strong  disagreeable  odor."  But  this  odor  arises  from  a  secretion 
by  the  axillary  glands  situated  under  the  arm.  It  is  a  little  different  from 
the  odor  of  the  same  secretion  in  white  people,  but  1  have  heard  the 
blacks  say  it  was  not  stronger  or  more  disagreeable  than  the  same  odor 
in  white  people.  Where  they  observe  an  equal  degree  of  cleanliness,  • 
they  betray  no  more  of  it  than  the  whites  do.  Every  individual  emits  a 
peculiar  odor  from  the  axillary  and  other  glands  of  the  body,  insomuch 
that  blind  people  can  identify  their  acquaintances  by  the  sense  of  sn)ell- 
ing.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  a  physical  distinction,  but  not  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  furnish  a  proof  of  a  difference  of  race.  Poverty  and  its 
concomitant,  if  not  consequent  personal  uncleanliness,  has  thus  subjected 
the  blacks  to  a  dislike  on  the  part  of  the  whites. 

Great  i)hysical  distinctions  in  color,  size,  hair,  and  features,  exist  among 
the  whites,  without  corresponding  differences  in  the  degree  of  personal 
beauty,  or  intellectual  endowments.  I  have  already  noticed  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  sexes,  which  is  the  greatest  which  can  be  supposed  to 
exist  between  two  individuals  of  the  same  species,  and  which  furnishes  us 
with  no  proof  of  "  a  d'fference  of  race."  A  brunette  complexion  of 
the  darkest  hue,  accompanied  with  black  eyes,  and  black  and  curly  hair, 
not  only  often  occurs  among  us,  but  is  pronounced  perfectly  beautiful. 
In  the  settlement  of  these  questions  the  opinions  of  the  blacks  should  not 
be  entirely  disregarded.  They,  especially  the  Chinese  and  American 
Indians,  must  be  supposed  to  have  some  little  sense  of  the  true  and  the 
beautiful  as  well  as  we,  and  some  judgment  of  their  own  capacities  in 
comparison  with  ours.  They  never  feel,  they  never  see,  and  they  never 
manifest,  eiiher  in  word  or  deed,  any  inferiority  to  the  whites.  In  war 
and  in  peace,  they  meet  the  white  man  only  as  an  equal,  nor  dr^^^n  they 
of  any  superiority. 
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The  hair  of  the  African  is  finer  than  that  of  the  European.  The 
curliness  of  the  African  hair  is  owing  to  its  fineness.  In  some  individuals 
of  an  equally  deep  color,  it  grows  much  longer  than  in  others.  Being 
curly  and  matted  together,  it  easily  wears  off,  and  is,  in  this  way,  kept 
much  shorter  than  where  pains  are  taken  to  braid  it  and  to  keep  it  clean 
and  straight.  There  is  as  great  a  diversity  in  its  length  in  different  indi- 
viduals, as  in  the  length  of  the  hair  of  while  people.  The  broad,  flat 
features,  and  the  thick,  heavy  muscles  and  bones  of  the  blacks,  deviate  no 
more  from  the  true  standard  of  beautiful  proportion,  than  the  long,  sharp, 
peaked  features,  and  the  thin,  slender,  light  muscles  and  bones  of  the 
whites.     Perfect  symmetry  lies  between  the  two  extremes. 

Providence.  R.  L,  May  31,  1844.  D.  B.  Slack. 


DR.     BEDFURD'S     NOTE     IN     CHAILLY'S    MIDWIFERY— REPLY   TO 

"  ARGUS." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — A  writer  in  No.  23  of  the  Journal,  over  the  signature  of  Argus, 
has  perpetrated  a  piece  of  hypercriticism  upon  one  of  Dr.  Bedford's 
notes  in  the  late  edition  of  Chailly's  Midwifery,  which  seems  to  call  for  a 
brief  animadversion.  It  seems  that  he  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Huston's  Medi- 
cal Examiner  for  his  knowledge  of  the  subject,  not  having  taken  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  work  from  which  it  is  extracted,  such  was  his 
haste  to  become  a  censor  morum,  and  of  course  ignorant  of  the  apposite- 
ness  of  the  note  to  the  text  which  it  illustrates. 

This  Argus  appears  to  think  it  impossible,  or  at  least  incredible,  that 
any  person  having  "  the  title  of  physician  "  could  betray  such  ignorance 
as  that  ascribed  to  one  such  in  Dr.  Bedford's  note  ;  and  even  admitting 
that  such  a  case  really  occurred,  he  "  protests  against  the  utter  impolicy, 
i/npropriety,  inexpediency  and  wnprofessional  bearing"  of  exposing  it. 

Now  your  correspondent  must  be  indeed  green,  if  he  can  have  any 
doubts  that  multitudes  having  "  the  title  of  physician  "  can  be  found, 
who  are  every  day  disgracing  the  profession,  and  outraging  humanity  by 
as  flagrant  blunders  as  that  detailed  by  Dr.  Bedford  as  occurring  under 
his  observation.  Every  experienced  practitioner  could  relate  a  hundred 
equally  culpable  examples  which  he  has  detected,  and  those  which  es- 
cape detection  are  doubtless  innumerable.  So  mucli  for  the  "  policy, 
propriety,  expediency,  and  'professional  bearing^'  of  impeaching  the 
veracity  of  a  reputable  member  of  the  fraternity,  in  a  respectable  medical 
journal,  on  so  slender  a  pretext. 

But  the  other  criticism  of  Argus  is  still  more  exceptionable,  for  he 
insists  that  "  it  is  undignified  and  uncalled  for"  to  publish  the  fact  that 
under  "  the  title  of  physician  "  such  gross  ignorance  may  be  found.  He 
would  conceal  such  facts,  and  permit  quackery  to  go  unrebuked  when 
sheltered  by  a  diploma,  however  mischievous  to  the  health  and  lives  of 
the  cotnmunity.  But  the  profession  and  the  public  think  otherwise,  for 
the  exposure  of  such   blunderers  serves   to   put    people  on   their  guard 
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against  ignorance  and  imposture,  prompting  them  to  discriminate  among 
tliose  "  having  the  title  of  physician,"  and  select  such  as  are  educated 
and  qualified  for  their  duties  by  something  more  than  the  title. 

And  now  a  word  for  the  private  ear  of  your  correspondent,  for  if  he 
be  as  green  in  the  profession,  as  he  is  in  his  knowledge  of  his  mother 
tongue,  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  he  knows  somewhat  of  the 
case  related  by  Dr.  Bedford,  and  that  it  is  only  the  "  galled  jade  winc- 
ing" over  the  signature  of  Argus.  And  I  would  just  say  to  him,  in  a 
whisper,  that  before  he  again  assumes  the  critic's  chair,  a  slight  attention  to 
English  grammar,  and  the  rules  of  composition,  will  suitably  occupy  a 
pair  of  his  hundred  eyes.  And  should  he  wish  any  acquaintance  with 
Dr.  Bedford's  notes  beyond  that  furnished  by  the  Medical  Examiner, 
he  will  be  able  to  procure  a  copy  in  a  few  days,  as  the  Harpers  have 
in  press  a  second  edition,  the  former  having  been  all  disposed  of  in  a 
month  from  its  publication.  Cyclops. 
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Effects  of  Variations  in  the  Aty/wsphere  o7i  Diseases  of  the  Chest. — Dr. 
Sigmond,  of  London,  recently  delivered  a  lecture  before  the  Royal  Botanico- 
Medical  Society,  on  the  effect  of  the  tides  in  the  atmosphere  on  disease, 
in  which  he  endeavored  to  show  that  diseases  of  the  chest,  and  more  par- 
ticularly aslhma,  were  influenced  less  by  the  medicinal  character  of  sub- 
stances inhaled  as  remedies,  than  by  a  modified  state  of  the  air  produced 
by  them.  The  tides  of  the  atmosphere,  he  maintained,  four  times 
each  day,  produce  marked  changes  in  those  who  are  diseased.  "  The 
paroxysms  of  asthma,"  he  said,  as  we  learn  by  the  London  Medical  Times, 
•'  consist  of  a  struggle  on  the  part  of  the  muscles  which  act  in  com- 
pressing or  expanding  the  chest  in  the  acts  of  inspiration  and  expiration,  the 
excess  of  exertion  bringing  on  it  an  associated  condition  of  the  other 
muscles,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  action  of  the  chest  without  a  per- 
ceptible interval.  One  of  the  remarkable  features  of  asthma  is  the  peri- 
odicity of  these  paroxysms.  Shortly  after  midnight  the  asthmatic  knows, 
by  peculiar  precurrent  symptoms,  that  he  will  experience  his  attack,  and 
during  the  presence  of  the  disease  he  is  attacked  about  the  same  hour 
each  night  until  it  ceases.  This  periodicity  of  the  disease  had  attracted 
the  attention  of  medical  men  in  all  ages,  and  the  greatest  anxiety  had 
been  evinced  by  the  profession  to  ascertain  its  cause.  Dr.  Sigmond  be- 
lieved, from  his  own  observation,  and  likewise  from  the  assistance  which 
had  been  given  him  by  others,  that  the  rarity  or  density  of  the  atmosphere, 
as  produced  by  its  diurnal  tides,  which  were  proved  by  La  Place,  by 
Humboldt,  and  by  observations  of  meteorologists,  to  take  place  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  materially  influenced  diseases  of  respiration,  and  of  the  ner- 
vous system.  He  looked  to  these  tides  as  the  cause  of  the  periodicity 
which  was   observable   in    fever,  in  epilepsy,  and  in  a  variety  of  diseases, 
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to  which  he  could  not  then  advert.  A  weight  of  air  of  about  36,000  lbs. 
presses  upon  the  human  body.  That  the  abstraction  of  the  smallest 
quantity  of  this  would  produce  sensible  effects,  is  proved  by  the  action  of 
the  cupping  glass.  The  enormous  pressure  which  is  complained  of  even 
when  the  most  minute  portion  of  the  air  is  removed,  becomes  a  source  of 
disease,  and  by  the  practice  which  has  been  pursued  in  France  for  the  re- 
lief of  apoplexy  by  exhausting  the  air  round  the  leg,  varicose  veins  have 
been  instantaneously  produced. 

"  It  was  most  desirable  that  the  plan  of  registering  the  state  of  the  ba- 
rometer twice  at  least  in  twenty-four  hours,  as  proposed  by  Sir  John 
Herschell,  should  be  carried  into  effect.  Every  military  and  naval  sur- 
geon in  the  United  States  had  been  called  on  to  pursue  this  plan,  and  the 
consequence  would  be  that  the  attempt  of  Professor  Forbes,  which  was 
discussed  before  the  British  Association,  to  give  us  a  regular  formula  of 
the  atmospheric  tides,  would  be  carried  out,  and  if  with  this  each  medical 
man  would  give  his  observations  on  the  periodicity  of  disease,  tables  of 
practical  information  would  be  formed,  which  would  be  invaluable  to  the 
human  race.  The  diurnal  oscillations  of  the  barometer  are  evidently  dis- 
turbed by  many  causes,  and  these,  doubtless,  influence  the  coming  on  of 
disease  when  the  previous  susceptibility  exists.  The  periodicity  of  inter- 
mittent fever,  the  evening  exacerbation  of  continued  fever,  the  remissions, 
were  in  his  mind  explained  by  the  phenomena  to  which  he  had  drawn  at- 
tention, but  he  looked  to  accurate  statistic  details  before  he  could  arrive  at 
all  the  conclusions  which  so  important  a  subject  must  involve." 


Medical  Literature  of  the  West. — The  vast  region  of  countrj'-  at  the 
West  is  now,  more  perhaps  than  ever,  attracting  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  older  Stales,  and  also  of  men  of  intelligence  in  Europe.  Its 
resources  are  not  yet  appreciated,  nor  are  its  capabilities  by  any  means 
understood.  Nature  seems  to  have  taken  special  delight  in  concentrating 
her  riches  along  the  borders  of  the  great  rivers,  and  in  storing  the  interior 
of  the  rough  mountains,  for  an  indefinite  extent,  with  inexhaustible  maga- 
zines of  mineral  wealth.  But  in  the  contemplation  of  these  physical  ad- 
vantages, travellers  are  too  apt  to  overlook  the  progress  of  society  in  lite- 
rature and  science.  Throughout  the  whole  extent  of  that  extensive  re- 
gion, denominated  the  West — which  really  means  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  the  whole  cluster  of  new  States,  beginning  with  Ohio — a  zeal  has 
been  manifested  for  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge,  that  is  in  the  high- 
est degree  creditable  to  the  far-seeing  policy  and  energy  of  the  people. 
All  the  learned  professions  receive  the  united  support  of  the  public.  In 
no  part  of  the  country  are  there  more  eloquent,  devoted  and  pious  clergy- 
men, whose  lives  correspond  with  the  doctrines  they  teach  ;  no  better  read 
lawyers  or  abler  expounders  of  the  law  ;  nor  physicians  more  competent 
in  all  that  appertains  to  the  character  of  judicious  medical  advisers.  Of 
late,  in  addition  to  their  well-organized  schools  of  medicine,  the  profes- 
sion begin  to  make  themselves  known  through  their  writings.  That  they 
have  abundant  materials  for  constructing  treatises  on  diseases,  cannot  be 
doubted.  Their  experience  in  fevers  has  been  extensive  ;  and  their  con- 
tributions to  the  current  medical  literature  of  the  day.  is  another  evidence, 
were  it  necessary  to  produce  any,  to  sustain  this  declaration. 

We  were  led    to    these    reflections    by  a  recent  examination    of  some 
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medico-literary  efforts  at  the  West.  Before  many  months,  there  will  be 
published  at  Cincinnati  (as  was  Hientioned  in  last  week's  Journal)  a 
splendid  work  on  diseases  of  the  skin,  by  N.  Worcester,  M.D.,  one  of 
the  faculty  of  the  newly-created  institution  at  Cleveland.  A  concise  and 
accurate  treatise,  properly  illustrated  bj'  plates,  is  very  much  needed. 
Dr.  Worcester  has  drawn  his  information  from  every  available  source. 
No  one  is  more  familiar  than  himself  with  the  writings  of  Willan,  Bale- 
man,  Alibert,  Cazenave,  Schedel,  Plumbe,  Thompson,  Rayer  and  Baumes. 
The  plates,  which  are  the  essential  parts  of  this  desirable  volume,  are  of 
the  highest  order.  The  engraving  is  executed  admirably  :  and  with  re- 
spect to  the  coloring,  in  saying  it  is  true  to  nature,  we  simply  do  the  artist 
an  act  of  justice.     There  are  sixty  of  them  in  the  whole. 

Another  publication  has  made  its  appearance  at  Cincinnati,  of  late,  un- 
der the  editorial  care  of  Dr.  Lawson,  with  plates,  equal  in  all  respects  to 
the  best  English  colored  illustrations.  We  shall  again  refer  to  both 
these  works,  when  they  are  in  readiness  for  the  public. 

Early  in  October,  a  monthly  Journal,  to  be  called  the  Medical  Gazette, 
is  to  appear  at  Cincinnati,  under  the  editorial  management  of  N.  Wor- 
cester, M.D.  Dr.  Lawson,  the  editor  of  the  Lancet,  having  been 
elected  to  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice,  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  will 
carry  his  Journal  with  him,  probably  to  become  the  official  organ  of 
things  medical  in  Transylvania.  So  another  periodical  is  to  make  its  ad- 
vent— with  prospects,  it  is  presumed,  both  bright  and  fair. 


Sterility.* — A  recent  translation  of  a  work  from  the  French,  has  ap- 
peared in  New  York",  on  the  subject  of  sterility — its  causes  and  treatment 
— by  the  Chevalier  V.  Mondat,  which  will  strike  the  reader  as  something 
quite  new  in  this  country.  In  the  old  worn-out  cities  of  Europe,  v.-here 
many  of  the  inhabitants  are  suffering  from  the  effects  of  hereditary  as 
well  as  their  own  personal  vices,  a  system  to  guide  them  in  morals  and 
medicine,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  this  subject,  may  perhaps  have  a  higher 
place  in  public  estimation  than  in  this  new  section  of  the  world. 

This  book  really  contains  a  scientific  account  of  the  subject  of  which 
it  professedly  treats  ;  and  its  anatomical  descriptions  are  apparently  exact. 
There  are  fifty  illustrations,  besides  a  graphic  account  of  an  instrument 
quite  unknown  to  the  mass  of  physicians.  The  congestor  may  be  very 
philosophically  constructed  and  admirable  in  its  effects,  but,  after  all,  it  is 
a  strange  thing  and  used  for  strange  purposes.  Anti-anaphrodisiac  lini- 
meyit  is  not  very  frequently  prepared  in  the  Slates,  we  apprehend,  nor 
does  asterasic  pommade  find  a  ready  sale  at  the  shops. 

It  is  with  extreme  reluctance  that  we  undertake  to  speak  of  a  produc- 
tion of  which  we  know  so  little,  and  the  benefits  of  which  are  so  doubt- 
ful. Others,  besides  medical  gentlemen,  it  is  presumed,  are  expected  to 
buy  it,  but  for  what  purpose  beyond  gratifying  a  vulgar  curiosity,  can 
hardly  bo  divined. 

Preferring  that  others  should  malce  up  their  opinions  of  the  merits  of 
this  volume  from  their  own  perusal  of  its  contents,  it  is  qui'e  unneces- 
sary to  say  more  than  that  it  is  on  sale  in  Boston  at  our  neighbors",  Sax- 
ton,  Peirce  &  Co. 

*  Slerility  in  the  Male  and  Female,  ils  Causes  and  Treatment.  By  Chevalier  V.  Mondat,  &c. 
Translated  from  the  French,  with  fifty  illustrations.    New  Yorli :  J.  S.  Redfleld.  1  vol.  J2nio.  pp.  248. 
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Patent  Office  Reports. — Out  of  the  way  as  it  may  at  first  appear,  lo 
notice,  in  a  medical  periodical,  dorurnents  emanating-  from  the  National 
Patent  Office,  the  object  in  now  doina:  so  is  to  speak  of  Dr.  Page,  who 
is  permanently  connected  with  that  department. 

A  hug-e  mass  of  documents,  making  an  octavo  of  33'5  pages,  was  pro- 
vided for  the  members  of  Congress,  that  they  might  understand  how  and 
what  they  had  been  doing  the  last  year  in  the  new  stone  edifice.  All  the 
gentlemen  holding  subordinate  offices  under  the  Commissioner,  Mr.  Ells- 
worth, furnish  such  materials  towards  swelling  up  the  size  of  the  book, 
as  were  legitimately  gathered  from  the  materials  under  their  care  and 
keeping,  embracing  their  own  wise  thoughts  or  suggestions  on  each  topic 
under  consideration  In  the  last  of  the  series,  comprising  Part  11.,  is  the 
report  of  the  Firat  Examiner  of  Patents,  Charles  G.  Page,  M.D.,  late 
of  Salem,  Mass.  He  shows  so  much  learning  and  philosophy,  in  his 
remarks  and  suggestions,  that  it  must  have  been  perceptible  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  that  the  humble  examiner  of  patents  is  a  man  of  un- 
common powers.  Dr.  Page's  analysis  of  the  present  condition  of  agri- 
culture in  the  United  States,  is  a  performance  of  very  great  value.  He 
enters  into  a  consideration  of  the  chemical  processes  of  manufactures  and 
compounds,  including  medicines,  dyeing,  color-making,  distilling,  soap  and 
candle-making,  mortars  and  cements.  No  art  escapes  his  argus  eye,  and 
he  therefore  shows  not  only  the  past,  but  the  present  and  prospective  con- 
dition of  all  the  useful,  elegant  and  economical  arts  known  to  civilization. 

Those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  reading  the  reports  of  the  French 
Academy,  will  recognize  the  same  far-seeing,  yet  exact  scientific  detail  in 
this  gentleman's  reports,  that  characterizes  those  of  the  French  philosophers. 
With  all  this  varied  learning  respecting  the  things  on  which  the  pros- 
perity and  real  independence  of  a  nation  depends,  Dr.  Page  has  never 
neglected  the  study  of  medicine.  Chemistry,  however,  is  the  field  in  which 
he  appears  destined  to  be  hereafter  particularly  distinguished.  It  was  wise 
in  the  trustees  of  the  Columbian  College,  therefore,  when  they  placed  him 
in  the  Chemical  chair.  He  will  certainly  give  character  lo  it,  and  infuse 
some  of  the  spirit,  which  animates  himself,  through  the  pupils  who  may 
yet  take  their  first  lessons  in  this  branch  of  science  from  his  lips. 


Anatomical  Atlas. — We  are  informed  that  the  Anatomical  Atlas  of 
Drs.  Smith  and  Horner,  of  Philadelphia,  which  we  suggested  week  before 
last  might  have  been  discontinued,  is  now  rapidly  advancing  towards  its 
completion,  and  that  Part  HI.  will  be  published  next  month,  its  delay 
having  been  occasioned  by  the  difficulty  of  having  the  subjects  o{  that 
Part  executed  in  the  best  manner.  It  is  thought  that  all  the  five  Parts 
will  be  completed  in  September ;  and  as  no  pains  nor  expense  have  been 
spared  in  its  preparation,  there  is  no  doubt  the  work  will  give  entire  satis- 
faction to  the  medical  public. 


J 


Rush  Medical  College. — The  next  annual  course  of  lectures  in  this  in- 
stitution, which  is  located  in  Chicago,  111.,  will  commence  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  November.  We  perceive  that  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  of  Buf-  '■ 
falo,  N.  Y..  well  known  to  the  readers  of  this  Journal  as  a  contributor  lo 
its  pages  of  several  valuable  communications  during  the  last  few  years,  is 
appointed  to  the  chair  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine.' 
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Postage  on  Medical  Journals. — It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
profession,  and  indeed  to  the  whole  comrtiuniiy,  that  every  facility  should 
be  afforded  for  the  diffusion  of  medical,  agricultural,  and  scientific  intelli- 
gence. To  accomplish  this,  medical  men,  agriculturists  and  others, 
should  unite  to  induce  Congress  to  reduce  the  postage  on  such  periodicals 
to  the  same  rale  as  that  on  newspapers. — Philadelphia  Medical  News. 

We  fully  agree  with  the  above  opinion  in  relation  to  the  postage  on 
medical  journals;  and  we  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  presenting  a 
memorial  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  asking  for  such  reduction  of 
postage.  The  next  session  would  be  a  peculiarly  appropriate  time  for 
such  a  measure,  as  the  rates  of  postage  will  most  probably  undergo  some 
modification  at  that  time. —  Westerii  Lancet. 

We  are  glad  to  see  this  subject  brought  forward.  The  difference  be- 
tween periodical  and  newspaper  postage,  established  by  law,  is  unjust 
and  unreasonable.  The  definition,  too,  of  the  difference  between  the  two 
classes  of  publications  is  so  obscurely  laid  down,  that  postmasters  are 
often  in  doubt,  and  we  are  fVe(iuently  appealed  to,  in  the  case  of  our  own 
Journal,  to  decide  the  matter  between  a  subscriber  and  the  postmaster. 
The  department  at  Washington  has  shown  no  disposition  to  put  a  liberal 
construction  upon  the  terms  of  the  law,  and  the  postmaster  at  Petersburgh, 
Va.,  has  lately  thought  himself  justified  in  so  construing  the  law  as  to 
demand  nearly  4  cts.  a  No.  for  this  Journal  !  If  something  is  not  soon  done, 
periodicals,  as  well  as  letters,  will  cin-.ulate,  on  all  the  great  routes  at 
least,  through  other  channels  than  the  public  mail-bags. 


Medical  Convention  of  Ohio. — The  annual  meeting  of  this  association 
was  held  in  Mount  Vernon,  commencing  on  the  28th  of  May,  and  remain- 
ing in  session  three  days.  About  07ie  hundred  members  were  in  attend- 
ance, ninety-four  being  registered,  but  a  number  were  present  whose 
names  were  not  recorded.  We  regard  this  as  one  of  the  most  satisfiictory 
and  successful  conventions  ever  held  in  the  State.  It  is  true,  the  original 
papers  read  were  not  as  numerous  as  was  anticipated  ;  but  the  discussions 
elicited,  taken  in  connection  with  the  essays  themselves,  and  several 
highly  important  measures  originated  during  the  silting,  indicate  that  the 
members  were  not  inactive.  Indeed,  but  one  feeling  seemed  to  pervade 
this  large  assemblage  of  medical  men.  and  that  was,  a  disposition  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  contributing  their  influence  to  secure  the  objects  for 
which  the  members  had  convened. —  Western  Lancet. 


To  Correspondents,  &c. — Dr.  Dixon's  remarks  on  medical  legislation  have 
been  received. — On  the  cover  of  last  week's  Journul,  the  title  of  M.D.  attached  to 
the  name  of  J.  R.  Dillingham  should  have  been  omitted. — Some  of  the  incidental 
remarks  in  the  essay  on  human  color,  in  to-day's  Journal,  may  perhaps  bo  con- 
sidered to  require  a  reply,  by  son\e  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal.  A  snitublo  one 
would  be  inserted,  though  the  subject  is  such  as  should  preclude  a  lengthened 
discussion  in  the  Journal. — The  Medical  Communications  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  have  been  received. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  27,  47.— Males,  23;  Ftniiiles,  2i. 

Of  consumption,  6— scarlet  fever,  7 — teething,  5— iiiflnnimation  of  the  bowels,  3 — infantile,  5 — 
cholera  infantum,  7 — dropsy  in  the  brain,  1 — lung  fever,  1  —  hasniorrhage,  1 — apoplexy,  1— disease 
of  the  heart,  2— Uiarrhcea,  1— bowel  complaint,  2— fits,  I— cholera  morbus,  1— old  age,  1— dropsy,  1— 
decline,  I. 

Under  5  years,  30— between  5  and  20  years,  2— between  20  and  60  years,  8— over  60  years,  7. 


^2Q  Medical  Intelligence. 

Trepanning  in  Cases  of  Injury. -'l^he  operation  of  trepanning  is  very, 
very  seldom  required  now-a-days.  In  the  mining  districts  you  may  have 
occasion  to  perform  u  now  and  then,  and  in  military  practice  ;  in  civil 
practice  very  seldom  indeed.  You  have  seen  it  performed  a  few  times  in 
this  hospital.  You  have  seen  it  resorted  to  successfully  for  the  purpose 
of  evacuating  matter,  both  in  the  practice  of  myself  and  colleagues, 
borne  of  you  may  recollect  the  case  of  a  boy  who  had,  a  good  many 
weeks  before  being  brought  to  the  hospital,  been  upset,  tumbled  like  a  cat 
out  of  a  basket,  from  a  cart  containing  ginger-beer  bottles.  He  had  tum- 
bled out  among  the  bottles;  some  of  them  broke,  and  a  portion  of  one  of 
them  stuck  on  the  vertex  and  penetrated  the  cranium.  He  was  treated 
by  my  old  pupil,  Dr.  Bain,  at  Poplar,  for  some  time,  but  at  last  he  began 
to  ge  very  bad  ;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  fever,  shivering,  and  headache, 
and  then  he  became  comatose,  and  continued  so  a  day  or  two.  Relief 
was  attorded  by  a  spontaneous  escape  of  matter  from  the  wound,  and 
having  had  two  or  three  alarming  attacks  of  the  kind,  he  was  brought  to 
the  hospital.  On  examining  him  there  was  found  a  small  ulcer  of  the 
scalp  and  a  perforation  of  the  cranium.  This  was  about  a  month  after 
the  infliction  of  the  injury.  I  had  the  wound  exposed  ;  he  was  sensible 
^In  'r'.'i  """"^'^^'l  .^'^^  «»  opening  into  the  bone.  The  trephine  was 
applied  to  the  edge  of  it,  and  a  circular  piece  of  bone  was  taken  out.  We 
then  found  that  the  inner  table  had  been  broken  away,  and  there  was  a 
spiculum  adhering  to  the  portion  of  bone  which  had  been  removed.  A 
little  splinter  or  two  were  taken  away,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
matter  escaped  The  patient  never  had  an  unfavorable  symptom,  and 
recovered  rapidly.— Lzs^on';?  LecUirts,  in  London  Lancet. 


Amite  Rheumatism  treated  by  the  Use  o/ iVeire.— The  treatment  of 
rheumatism  by  nitre  in  large  doses  has  hitherto  appeared  to  me  to  present 
great  advantages  over  the  other  plans  of  treatment  which  are  generally 
adopted,  and  more  especially  over  the  extreme  depletion  system.  When- 
ever a  patient  loses  much  blood  during  the  treatment  of  a  disease,  be  it 
artihcially  or  naturally,  the  convalescence  is  long,  and  during  that  conva-  , 
lescence  he  is  much  more  exposed  than  a  person  in  health  to  morbific  1 
agencies.  1  have  known  persons  remain  months,  nay  years,  in  an  anemic  ' 
state  weak,  and  sickly,  after  having  been  cured  (?)  of  rheumatism  by 
tJouillaud  s  plan  of  bleeding  cozcp  sur  coup.  A  treatment,  therefore,  which 
overcomes  the  disease  without  exhausting  too  much  the  sources  of  life,  is 
decidedly  preferable  to  any  other;  and  such  is  the  treatment  of  rheuma- 
tism by  nitre.  I  have  many  a  time  seen  a  strong  muscular  man,  between 
twenty  and  thirty,  brought  into  the  wards,  presenting  the  most  marked 
symptoms  of  acute  rheumatism:  the  pulse  100,  full,  bounding;  the 
ankles  and  knees,  wrists  and  elbows  swollen,  painful,  and  red  ;  the  skin 
hot,  the  lace  flushed  :  such  a  case,  in  a  word,  as  a  practitioner  would  con- 
sider himself  called  upon  to  bleed  to  deliquium.  An  ounce  of  nitre  has  been 
administered  daily,  and  in  two  or  three  days  the  pulse  has  fallen  and  be- 
come sou.  the  skin  moist,  the  joints  less  painful  and  less  swollen,  and  in  less 
than  a  fortnight  the  patient  has  been  out  of  bed,  allowed  to  eat,  and  able, 
after  a  week  or  two's  rest,  to  resume  his  labors.  The  remedy,  also,  is 
cheap,  an  important  consideration  in  the  treatment  of  the  poor,  and  is 
easily  administered.— Dr.   Bennet,  in  Lancet, 
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